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ON    THE    MANNER-  OF    SENDING    SUPPLTES    OF    PROVISIONS    AND    CLOTHING   TO    THE 
UNITED    STATES    SQUADRON    ON    THE    PACIFIC    OCEAN. 

COM.MUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPKESEXTATIVES    MAY    13,     1824. 

To  the  Hoiwe  of  Beprrsentatii-es: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  ITotise  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  April,  requesting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  House  a  statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from 
the  United  States  to  any  of  the  ports  of  South  America,  for  the  use  of  our  squadrons  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
of  tlio  amount  paid  for  such  supplies,  with  the  names  of  the  owners  of  tlie  vessels,  and  uther  details 
therein  specified,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which,  witli  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  furnishes  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

May  13,  182-1. 


Navy  DErARxiiEXT,  Maij  13,  1824. 
Sir:  In  answer  td  a  ros.ilntion  of  Hk-  H.mse  df  Representatives,  of  tlie  15th  of  April,  calling  for 
informatiim  in  rchitien  to  provisions  and  stores  furnisiieil  to  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  1  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  8th  May,  containing  papers 
marked  A,  B,  and  C;  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  dated  6th  May,  accompanied  by  three 
statements  marked  D,  E,  and  F,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  dated  the  8th  May,  in 
relation  to  the  slop  clothing  shipped  on  board  the  America,  for  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  in  the 
Pacific  ocean;  which  contain,  together,  the  information  required  by  the  resolution. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  &c., 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


The  President  (f  the  United  Stales. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  J/a;/  8,   182-t. 
Sir:  The  Navy  (^iiniiiissioiKM-s  lia\-('  the  honor  of  submitting  the  enclosed  paper  A,  which  furnishes 
(hi'  infoniialion  in  tli.Mr  possession,  called  for  liy  tiie  resolution  of  the  honorable  tlie  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  tlie  15th  ult. 

With  regard  to  the  sliipment  of  slop  clothing,  authorized  to  be  made  in  the  ship  America,  the 
Commissioners  beg  leave  to  present: 

Paper  B,  copy  of  a  letter  iVom  ^Ir.  Fitzgerald,  purser  of  the  Franklin,  to  the  Commissioners,  dated 
21st  September,  1821. 

Paper  C,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  board  to  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  dated  24th  September,  1821, 
autliorizing  him  to  ship  a  few  hogsheads  of  slop  clothing  to  Valparaiso,  in  the  ship  America;  which  papers 
contain  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  this  office  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

J  NO.   RODGERS 
Honorable  Samuei,  L.  Sovthaup,  ,Se<retary  «f  the  Kary. 
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Exhibit  sho>rinr,fhr.  kind  and  quantiti/  of  prori^ion^,  s/orr,.  or  ^npplir^.  Mpped  from  the  United  States,  for 
Ihr  l;^■(•  (it'i'iir  rcsxfVx  <//'  war,  in  the  Fnri/ir:  ihr  jmrl^  irlimcr  shipped;  the  names  of  the  ships  or  vessels 
euiplni/r'd:  the  time  irh'en  ship^xd;  the  frcKjId  mjrcrd  lo  he  paid;  and  the  names  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  sui-h  .s7u);.s  or  vessels. 


5,  Ac,  shipped. 


wben  ship- 
pod. 


Four  hundred  barrels  pork,  twenty-two  kegs 
of  yellow  paint,  eight  kegs  of  blaek  paint, 
fifty-six  kegs  of  white  lead,  five  tierces  lin- 
seed oil,  one  and  a  half  casks  of  spirits  of 
turpentine,  twenty  barrels  tar,  five  barrels 
turpentine,  five  barrels  pitch,  five  kegs  ver- 
digris, and  one  keg  of  litharge 

A  few  hogsheads  of  slop  clothing,  such  as  the 
Franklin  could  not  conveniently  receive  on 
board 


Four  hundred  bayrels  of  flour 

Three  hundred  barrels  beef,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels  of  pork,  eight  hundred  barrels 
of  flour,  one  hundred  barrels  of  bread 

Three  hundred  and  ten  barrels  of  beef,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  barrels  of  pork,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  sixteen  hogs- 
heads of  molasses,  sixty -two  barrels  of  rice,   j 
forty-nine  b.-irrels  of  vinegar,  two  hundred   j 
and  eight  boxes  of  spermaceti  candles j  Balti 

Two  hundred   barrels  of  beef,   one  hundred 


District  of  Columbii 


barrels  of  pork . 


Boston . 


Ji. 


Armenius     October,    1S21 


February,  1S22 


amcs  of  the  owners  of 
such  ships  or  vessels. 


S.Whitney,  E.  Tibbets, 
G.^IIoyt  and  Henry  L. 
Dekoven. 

N.  and  G.  Griswold. 


Richard  Gardner 


Bryant  and  Sturgess. 


B. 

New  York,   September  21,    1821. 
Sir:  At  llic  nMHiosI-  of  ("oiiiiu(icloi-o  Stewart,  T  am   imliicfil  to  adiliTss  yon  on  tlic  sulijfct  of  the  slop 
atcs    slii|i  iM-aiikliii,      Thi'  (|naiitily  riMpiircd   is  so  large,  that  room   cannot   be 
I  in  iioL;-slicails  on  lioanl,  ami  lio  lias  sn,i;\-ostcd  tlic  idea  of  sending  a  few  hogs- 
yoiir  ajiproliation, )  to  Valparaisi,,  liy  tiio   sliip  America,  v/hicli  sails  from   this 


clothin-  ..r  thr  UnitiM 
made  for  thi'  stowini;- 
heads,  (if  it  Khonl.l  n 
port  in  a  few  days. 

Will  you  be  good 

will  you  be  pleased  to 

I  have  the  h, 


I  to  inform  me,  sir,  if  tliis  suggestion  meet  your  approbation;  and  if  it  should, 

be,  witli  gr<'at  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW'l)  FITZGERALD,  Purser. 
Commodore  Joiix  lioDGKKs,  President  of  the  Hoard  of  Navy  Commissioners. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  Sejitember  24,  1821. 
Siu:  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  imrsei  of  tlie  Franklin,  has  suggested  to  this  board,  that  tlie  (pnintily  of  slop 
rlotliing  re(piired  for  the  shiji  Franklin,  is  so  large,  that  room  cannot  conveniently  lie  made  for  the 
Ktowiii'.;- of  it  in  hogsheads  ..n  board,  and  that  a  few  hogsheads  migiit  bo  shipped  to  Valparaiso  in  the 
shii*  Aim'iiea,  \vliieh  Vessel  will  sail  from  New  York  in  a  few  days.  The  Commissioners  concur  in  this 
)iro|iosition,  if  yon  should  ad\ise  it;  and  you  will  consider  yourself  authorized  to  iiave  such  part  of  the 


.shipping  by  th; 


P.alti 


400  b 


fully,  &e.,  &e,, 
\KT,   Krir   YorL 


J  NO.  EODGEliS. 


1824.]  PROVISIONS    AND    CLOTHING.  11 


TuKAHiRY  Pei-artmkxt,  Fourth  Auditor'x  Office,  Mmj  6,  1824. 
Sir:  In  pui-snaiico  of  the  resolutiuii  of  the  House  of  Kcpreseiitatives,  under  "date  of  the  l&th  ult 
oallint;-  on  the  Pivsident  of  tlie  United  States  "to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  any"  information  he 
may  possess,  sliowm--  the  kind  and  quantity  of  provisions,  stores,  or  supplies  of  any  kind  which  have 
been  sent  Ironi  the  United  States  to  any  of  the  ports  of  South  America,  on  the  Pacific  oceai'j  for  the  use 
oi  vessels  of  war  ot  the  United  States,  designating  the  port  from  whence  such  supplies  were  sent  the 
name  of  the  ship  or  vessel  so  employed,  the  time  when,  and  the  amount  paid  for  such  and  for  the  trans 
portation  thereof;  likewise  tlie  name  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel;  how  and  when  paid- 
also  the  amount  paid  in  such  ports,  by  any  uHieer  or  agent  of  this  government,  for  supplies  of  any  kind' 
b.r  the  y.'ssels  of  war  of  the  I  iiiKd  Slat.s,  slating  the  name  and  office  of  the  person,  the  time  when  the 
l.bu-e  wliei-e,  and  the  mode  of  i)ayment;  whethei-  in  bills,  notes  or  money;  if  in  bills  or  notes,  whether  at 
jiar  value,  it  not,  at  what  discount  or  advance,"— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  three  several 
statements,  exhibiting,  so  far  as  can  be  obtained  from  accounts  received  at  this  office,  or  from  the  records 
thereof,  all  the  information  required  by  said  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedieiit  servant, 

„       c  T     c.  .  WM.' LEE,  ^  »(/*.-;■ /.TO /r/H 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  May  8,  1824. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  verbal  iiKiuiry  of  this  morning,  relative  to  the  freight  paid  for  the  slop 
clothing  of  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  shipped  on  board  the  America,  at  New  York,  in  October, 
1821,  I^have  the  honor  to  state,  that  neither  the  accounts  of  the  Navy  agent  at  New  York  or  Valparaiso 
show  any  payment  to  have  been  made  by  them  for  such  transportation;  it  is  therefore  presumed,  that  it 
has  been  paid  by  the  purser  of  the  Franklin,  whose  accounts  have  not  been  received  at  this  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  LEE,  Auditor  pro  tern. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ISth  Coxoress.]  No.    2G0.  [1st  Session. 

AMOUNTS    OF   SETTLEMENTS   AND    DELINQUENCIES    OF    PEIZE    AGENTS. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  may  22,   1824. 

To  the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance 
with  their  resolution  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  respecting  prize  agents;  which  report  contains  tlio  informa- 
tion requested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington  City,  3Iay  22,  1824. 


Navy  Department,  Api-il  26,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enchiso  herewith,  a  cupy  nf  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
together  with  a  statement,  showing  "  wh:it  aiiHuiiit  nl'  money  lias  been  refunded  to  the  government,  by 
the  several  prize  agents,  since  the  1st  day  of  March,  ls2:;,  ili'si--iiatiiig  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent, 
and  when  paid;  what  legal  prococilin-s  have  lirni  iiistitutrd  a-ainst  each  delinquent  agent;  when 
instituted,  and  the  present  state  of  said  [inid'cdings,"  prepared  in  (.hcdience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Repi-osontutivcs,  (,f  the  14lh  instant. 

I  liave  the  humir  Xu  lie,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  President  tf  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  A2jrU  28,  1824. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  under  date  of  the  14th  instant, 
calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  "to  inform  the  House  what  amount  of  money  had  been 
refunded  tn  the  government  by  the  several  prize  agents,  since  the  1st  day  of  March,  1823,  designating 
the  amount  paid  liy  each  agent,  and  when  paid;  what  l<\ual  ]irocee(liiigs  lia\e  lieen  instituted  against 
such  di'lin.|ueiit  a-'eiits;  wiien  instituted,  and  the  present  state  of  siieli  prone. lings,  and  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  3il  March,  iSi':!,  have  lie<'ii  enforced  in  all  cases;" 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  a  statement  exhibiting  the  balances  due  from  prize  agents,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1823;  the  amount  refunded  into  the  treasury;  the  amount  accounted  for  by  the  agent  on  the 
exhibition  of  vouchers  for  payments  made  to  the  claimants,  or  of  their  power  of  attorney  to  the  agent  to 
receive  and  receipt  for  the  same,  with  the  date  of  the  settlements,  and  the  balances  due  from  each  prize 
agent  up  to  this  date.  In  relation  to  delinquent  agents,  no  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
against  them,  except  in  one  case,  that  of  Buller  Cocke,  in  which  judgment  was  obtained  in  May,  1823, 
but  the  amount  thereof  has  not  yet  been  paid  into  the  treasury;  and  as  respects  "the  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  :M  March,  1823,"  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  it  has  of  late  been  enforced,  as  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  the  stuteineut. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  olicdient  .servant,  AVM.  LEE. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


1824.] 
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22  X  A  V  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  E  S  .  [No.  261. 


18th  Congress.]  No.  261.  [2d  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF    A    MEETING    OF    MERCHANTS    AND    CITIZENS    OF  NEW   YORK,    THAT 
PROTECTION    BE    GIVEN    TO    THE    TRADE   WITH    CUBA   AGAINST    THE    PIRATES. 

COMML'XICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    13,     1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rr/irrsi_'iifalin'.-<  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  citizens  of  New  Ycik  solicit  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
interest,  affecting-  equally  the  iiminuTt-e  and  revenue  of  tlie  nation,  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
prosperity  of  a  most  respectable  class  of  merchants. 

The  trade  to  the  Island  of  Cuba  has  for  many  years  been  increasing,  and  has  now  become  one  of  the 
most  valuable  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce.  In  its  importance  to  tlie  Union,  it  is  not  inferior  to  our 
trade  with  France  and  all  her  colonies.  It  is  a  most  advantageous  market  for  our  produce  and  manu- 
factures; furnishes  us  with  many  useful  articles  of  consumption;  employs  a  vast  amount  of  American 
tonnage;  is  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  and  yields  a  large  revenue  to  our  treasury.  This  trade  was  prose- 
cuted until  within  a  few  years  past,  with  but  little  interruption;  but,  in  consequence  of  wars  in  the 
diflereut  Spanish  provinces,  which  have  had  the  effect  greatly  to  weaken  the  sense  of  moral  obligation, 
and  from  a  partial  suppression  of  the  Spanish  slave  trade,  many  ferocious  spirits  have  been  put  out  of 
employment,  and  a  class  of  men  have  arisen,  and  located  themselves  in  different  parts  of  that  island,  who 
seem,  by  their  robberies  and  their  cruelties,  to  emulate  the  bucaneers  of  former  times. 

The  piracies  of  these  men  were  confined,  for  a  time,  principally  to  plundering  our  vessels,  and  mal- 
treating our  seamen.  By  the  exertions  of  the  naval  force,  under  Commodore  Purler,  their  atrocities  were 
rendered  less  frequent,  and  a  hope  was  entertained  that  they  would  be  entirely  diwioutinued;  but  this 
hope  has  proved  delusive.  The  necessary  withdrawal  of  our  ships  of  war  duiiug  the  siekly  season,  the 
supineness  or  connivance  of  the  local  authorities  of  Cuba,  and  the  imbecSlity  of  the  Spanish  government, 
have  conspired  to  renew  the  piratical  system  with  increased  activity  and  horror;  whole  crews  have  been 
recently  murdered,  their  vessels  burnt,  and  their  cargoes  plundered,  and,  in  some  instances,  openly  sold 
at  the  Matanzas  or  the  Havana. 

Without  some  protection  in  this  trade,  more  efficient  than  any  which  has  yet  been  afforded,  and 
better  adapted  to  repel  the  attacks  of  these  abandoned  men,  we  are  apprehensive  that  this  great  branch  of 
our  foreign  commerce,  and  the  revomios  arising  from  it,  will  be  materially  diminished.  It  is  a  lawful 
commerce,  and  our  citizens  have  a  ri-lii  in  cluiin  the  protection  of  government  in  its  pursuit. 

The  system  adopted  by  these  bands  el'  |iir:ites,  is  to  go  out  from  their  places  of  concealment  in  small 
open  boats,  attack  unarmed  vessels,  and,  liy  imliseriiiiinate  slaughter,  to  remove  all  chance  of  detection. 
A  commerce  liable  to  such  risks  cannot  be  |ireseeuted;  merchants  will  be  unwilling  to  expose  their 
property,  and  seamen  will  not  be  willing  te  jee|i:ii'ilize  their  lives. 

We  have  thus  briefly  stated  the  evils  wliich  threuten  not  only  our  direct  trade  to  Cuba,  but  also  our 
commerce  to  every  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  they  are  too  great  to  be 
endured;  and,  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  honorable  body,  we  pray  that  suitable  and 
effectual  measures  may  be  speedily  devised  tn  remove  them. 

We  would  res|ie(triilly  siilmiit  te  the  eensideratieii  of  Congress,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient 
that  a  law  shiiuld  lie  I'lissid,  autlieii/jnH-  imrcliaiii  vessels  to  arm,  for  their  own  protection,  under  such 
regulations,  anil  with  sueh  rules  fur  their  g\iverniiieut,  as  may  appear  necessary,  and  which  may  avoid 
the  danger  of  committing  the  peace  of  the  nation  to  the  discretieu  nf  individuals. 

And  that  the  squadron  on  the  Cuba  station  should  be  reinlereed ;  that  decoy  vessels  should  be 
emploj^ed,  and  that  the  ships  of  war  be  furnished  with  additional  luuiiehes  and  boats,  calculated  to  pursue 
the  pirates  into  their  retreats  and  fastnesses. 

We  would  further  respeellully  su--,i;-est,  that  the  President  of  tlic  United  States  be  requested  to  make 
suitable  remonstrances  to  the  gnvernin 'nt  of  Spain,  and  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  relative  to  the  piracies 
committed  on  American  vessels,  and  the  murder  of  their  crews,  by  persons  issuing  from  the  shores  of  that 
island;  and  to  state,  most  implicitly,  that  if  the  evils  are  not  removed,  they  will  be  held  liable  for  the 
consequences. 

Should  such  remonstrances  be  made,  and  should  they  be  ineffectual,  the  citizens  of  New  York  pledge 
themselves  to  support  their  government  in  any  ulterior  measures  which  may  be  necessary,  even  if  they 
extend  to  the  blockade  of  every  part  of  that  island. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

A  true  copy  of  a  memorial,  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  held  at  the  Tontine  Coffee  House,  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1824. 

WM.  BAYARD,   Chairman. 
Attest: 

Stefhex  Allex,   Secrclarij. 
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is™  CnynRESs.]  No.  262.  [Qn  Session'. 

NOMINxVTION    OF    PASSED     MIDSHIPMEN    TO    BE    LIETTTEN.\NTS    IN    THE    NAVY,    AND 
REASONS    FOR    SUCH    NOMINATION. 

communicated  to  the  senate  december  16,  1824. 

In  Executive  Session:  ) 

Senate  of  the  United  States,   Thursday,  December  Ifi,  1824.  [ 

The  following  written  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  hy  :Mr.  Everett, 
his  secretary: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  nominate  the  following-  named  persons,  now  passed  midshipmen,  to  he  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand: 

D.  H.  Mackey,  G.  W.  Carpender,  J.  L.  Saunders,  J.  B.  Hull,  jr.,  Jott  S.  Payno,  John  E.  Prentiss, 
Joseph  Moorhead,  Samuel  B.  Phelps,  William  T.  Rodgers,  Thomas  Pettigru,  Augustus  Cutts,  John  s! 
Chauncey,  Irvine  Sliubrick,  Charles  Eilery,  Thomas  R.  Gerry,  John  Kelly,  Hugh  Dulany,  Edmund  Byrne, 
Edward  S.  Johnson,  William  H.  Gardner,  Frederick  Garrett,  David  G.  Farragut,  R.  S.Pinkney,  Stephen 
B.  Wilson,  Edward  C.  Rutledge,  William  S.  Harris,  Thomas  Dornin,  Benjatnin  S.  Grimke,  John  P.  Tuttle, 
Robert  B.  Cunningham,  James  Glynn,  Joseph  Myers,  William  C.  Wetmore,  William  B.  Nicholson', 
Thomas  P,.  (Jcdney,  John  Bubier,  Victor  M.  Randolph,  Josepli  Cutts,  jr.,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Frederick 
Enu'lc,  Thiiiiias  S.  Brown,  Alexander  J.  D.  Brown,  Jesse  Smith,  John  H.  Smith,  Merrit  S.  Scott,  Francis 
Sunilcis..n,  J.ihn  Rudd,  Robert  Ritchie,  David  R.  Stewart,  William  W.  McKean,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
jr.,  Franklin  Buchanan,  H.  H.  Hobbs,  Samuel  Mercer,  Charles  Lowndes,  Duncan  N.  Ingraham,  John 
Marston,  jr.,  Henry  Bruce,  William  D.  Newman,  A.  B.  Piuckham,  AVilliam  H.  Homer,  James  D.  Knight, 
Joseph  Mattison,  William  S.  Walker,  Alexander   Slidell,   James  S.  Boughdn,  George  F.  Pearson. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  message  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
that  the  document  accomijanying  it  be  printed  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 


Docuvient  accompanying  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  nominating  midshipmen. 

Navy  Department,  December  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  present  to  you  the  list  of  passed  midshipmen,  and  to  express 
an  opinion  that  they  ought,  and  wish  that  they  maybe  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant. 

To  encourage  emulation,  to  sustain  moral  character,  and  insure  improvement  in  professional  skill, 
the  Department,  for  several  successive  years,  appointed  a  board  of  competent  officers,  to  examine  mid- 
shipmen of  a  particular  age  in  the  service.  AH  of  the  age  specified  were  required  to  offer  themselves  for 
this  examination,  and  if  they  failed  to  do  so,  without  a  satisfactory  excuse,  they  were  to  be  considered 
out  of  the  service.  The  understanding  of  these  young  oflScers,  of  their  friends  and  the  public  was,  that 
they  should,  at  an  early  day  after  their  examination,  be  promoted,  if  their  character  and  conduct  were 
found  to  be  correct,  and  they  exhibited  a  jiropcr  derive  df  prorcssii.iial  skill.  Some  of  them  did  pass  the 
examination  in  the  first  years,  and  were  |iiiiiii..|im1,  OiIhts  wcrr  examined  in  1820,  '21,  '22,  who  have 
not  yet  received  commissions.  Most  of  thmi  arc  skiliriil  and  hi-hly  iiinitorious,  and  it  seems  due  to  them 
that  their  promotion  be  mi  longiM- dilaycd.  Since  tlieir  examination,  also,  many  ofiScers  of  the  higher 
grades  have  died  and  rcsiuncd,  ainonni  ing  in  number,  probably  to  more  than  those  now  proposed  for 
promotion;  and  it  has  ofti'ii  liappeiicd  within  the  last  two  years,  that  the  services  of  most  of  these  midship- 
men have  been  necessary  in  the  character  of  licutennnts,  and  they  have  temporarily  acted  as  such.  Their 
services  in  that  capacity  will,  no  doubt,  be  equally  necessary  hereafter. 

The  appointment  to  discharge  duties  abiAc  their  rank  has  created,  and  will  continue  to  create, 
inconveniencies,  which  it  would  be  pleasant  both  to  them  and  to  the  Department  to  a-\-iiid. 

The  following  principles  have  been  regarded  in  fixing  the  order  in  which  they  are  proposed  to  be 
nominated  and  to  bear  rank: 

1st.  Where  the  board  of  examination  fixed  the  order  of  their  respective  merits,  this  order  is  followed; 
this  was  done  in  1819,  '20  and  '21. 

2d.  Where  the  board  did  not  do  this,  as  in  1823,  they  are  to  stand  according  to  the  date  of  their 
warrants,  there  being  no  other  rule  by  which  the  rank  can  he  determined. 

3d.  No  oilicer  is  (o  suffer  in  his  rank  by  the  act  of  the  Department,  where  he  himself  is  not  in  fault. 
For  example,  wliere  the  date  of  an  officer's  warrant  would  have  justified  his  being  examined  at  any 
particular  examination,  but  he  was  absent  from  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the  Department,  at  the 
time  of  that  examination,  and  presented  himself  before  the  board,  at  the  first  opportunity  after  his  return, 
and  passed  respectably,  he  is  placed  with  those  who  passed  in  tlie  year  when  he  might  have  been 
examined,  had  he  been  present.  All  whose  warrants  were  older  than  1st  January,  1814.  were  entitled 
to  examination  in  1820;  if  any  were  absent  then,  but  passed  respectably  in  1S2I,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  with  those  in  the  list  of  1820. 

Regarding  these  rules,  those  on  the  list  of  1820  are  proposed  to  be  nominated  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stand,  and  in  whieli  they  were  placed  by  the  Imard. 

In  the  list  of  1821,  Sann'iel  B.  Phelps,  \V.  T.  Rodgers,  Thomas  Pettigru,  Augustus  Cutts,  and  J.  3 
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Chauncey,  are.  found,  who  were  old  enough  to  be  examined  in  1820,  but  were  absent  under  the  orders  of 
the  Department-,  and  passed  respectably  at  the  first  examination  after  their  return;  they  are,  therefore, 
placed  next  after  the  list  of  1820;  then  follows  the  rest  of  1821,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand,  and 
were  anau^iil  liy  the  board.  Then  follow  those  of  1823,  in  the  order  of  their  dates  of  warrant;  the 
board  h.-iviii--  nc-lcrtcd  to  arrange  them  in  the  order  of  merit,  and  it  having  been  found  impossible  to 
obtain  Irdni  the  oflic-ers  composing  it  a  safe  and  satisfactory  statement  of  their  relative  merits. 

There  arc  others  in  1821,  who  were  entitled  to  examination  in  1820;  but  they  either  did  not  apply, 
or,  applying,  did  not  pass;  they  are  left,  therefore,  in  1821,  in  the  order  in  which  the  board  placed  them. 

Those  examined  in  1822  were  all  of  an  age  to  pass  in  1821,  the  date  of  warrant  justifying  an 
examination  being  the  same  in  both,  April  1st,  1815;  but  they  either  applied  and  were  rejected,  or  were 
absent  from  the  country.  Of  the  latter  class  were  Robert  Ritchie,  David  R.  Stewart,  Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  jr.,  H.  H.  Hobbs,  Samuel  Mercer,  Franklin  Buchanan,  and  Charles  Lowndes. 

'Some  of  these" last  claim  to  take  rank  with  those  who  passed  in  1821,  according-  to  the  date  of  their 
warrants.  But  it  is  impossible  so  to  arrange  the  list  without  destroying  the  principle  of  promotion  by 
merit.  If  they  are  so  placed,  all  must  be  placed  according  to  date  of  warrant,  which  would  be 
destructive  of  the  whole  object  of  the  examinations;  or,  if  all  arc  not  arranged  by  date  of  warrant,  tlien 
these  would  be  before  others  who  arc  older  in  date  of  warrant  tiian  themselves.  The  operation  of  tliis 
course  will  be  better  understood  by  taking  a  single  case. 

Midshipman  McKean  passed  in  1822,  being  out  of  the  country  in  1821.  He  claims  to  be  placed  as 
high  as  any  on  the  list  of  1821,  whose  warrant  is  of  the  same  date.  His  warrant  is  dated  30th  Nov., 
1814.  The  warant  of  Hugh  Dulany  is  of  the  same  date.  If,  therefore,  you  place  midshipman  McKean 
next  to  midshipman  Dulany,  he  wilf  be  placed  before  a  large  number  on  the  list  of  1821,  older  than  him- 
self; an  injustice  for  whicli  no  plausible  reason  could  be  assigned.  To  avoid  this,  and  other  evils,  it  is 
believed  to  be  most  just  to  all,  to  place  those  who  were  out  of  the  country  in  1821,  immediately  after 
those  who  passed  at  that  time,  and  before  those  who  were  rejected,  taking  it  for  granted  that  they  would 
have  passed  had  they  been  here  in  1821;  which  is  a  liberal  and  fair  presumption  in  their  favor.  By  this 
arrangement,  none  of  those  who  passed  in  1822  can  have,  before  them,  more  than  four  or  five  whose 
warrants  are  not  older;  and  these  four  or  five  might  or  might  not  have  been  preferred  to  them,  had  all 
been  present  at  the  examination  of  1821;  it  is,  therefore,  an  arrangement  nearer  to  truth  and  justice, 
than  any  other  which  can  be.devised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


List  of  passed  midshiivnen,  \rilh  the  years  in  y],irh  /hey  passed,  the  order  in  whieh  they  are  prnjwsed  to  be 
promoted,  and  tlie  reasons  for  the  orders  giien. 


1.  D    II.  .Ma, -key 

2.  G.   W.    Carpeli 

3.  J.  L.    Saim.ler 

4.  J.  B.  Hull,    jr. 

.S.  John   S.  Paine 

(S.  .John  E.  i'reiili 

7.  Josol.h    MooiIh 


1821. 

8.   Samuel  1',  Plii;b)s 1       -,     ,,      ,.    ,     ,■   ,  r,  -n     i     i   i     ■  i         t      j-   ji       *•  r 

„     ,.,.      ,,,    ,,    I '^  In  the  list  ol    1^21,  lint    l>ein,L;'  nliseiit   at   the   time  of 

11.  AugHstusCntls I   ol-ieo.T  in  tin's  order  ' 

12.  John  S.  (1,;,„ne,.v |  l"'"^''  '"  tl"^'^i'l^i- 

13.  Irvine    Sl,r,i>rirk | 

14.  Charles  I'll, TV I 

li  S:;rKHh' '::■": ::::::::::::::::::::::[  -^'■-"^'^^i  ''^  "^-^  i--^- 

n.  Hugh   Dnlaiiv I 

15.  Kdiniin.l   Bvrne ! 

]'.».    Edwanl    S.   Johnson | 

'-^"-    Wn..II.(;:udner 1 

21.  Frr.h^iiek   .li.nett - 

22.  David   ('.    Faiii-nt ]  Warrant   daird    17  Dc-eniber,    ISIO,  but   reiected   ill 

23.  R.  S.    i'iiikn.'V )  examination  ,.r  ISi'd. 

24.  St. ■[.lion  IS.  \Vilsoii I     '  Rejected  in  1820,  warrant  dated  1  Jajiuary,  1812. 

25.  E.hvanl   ('.    Knllrd-e V        '        1  ,       H      1  1 

26.  AVm.    S.  Harris...' Arranged  by  the  board. 

27.  Thomas   llornin". .'.'.. ".'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.".'.!  | 

28.  Beiij.  S.  Crimkc | 

29.  John    I',   'rmllc 1 

30.  Robort    n.  Cnnnlngham | 

•il^.   ''amos  (Jlynn l  Arranged  by  tlio  boanl. 

:;:;.    \Vm.    C.  U'etjnoro ]  \\'arraiit  ilated  is  June,  1812.      Rejected  1819-20. 

:U.    Wm.    li.   Nieholson 

35.   Til. .mas  K.  (I.'.ln.-v 
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36.  John  Bubior 

3T.  Victor  M.  IJaiKlilpl 

38.  Jos.  Outts,  Jr 

39.  Jacob  Crowniiishic'l 

40.  Frederick  Eiigle. .  . 

41.  Thomas  S.  Bimvii.. 

42.  Alex.  J.  D.  Brown. 

43.  Jesse  Smith 

44.  Jolm  H.Smith 

45.  Merrit  S.  Scott.. . . 
40.  Francis  Sanderson. 
47.  JohnRudd 


Warrant  dated  9  Nov.,  1813;  rejected  1830. 


Warr 

mt  dated  17  Dec. 

1810;  r 

•i.'cted  1819-20 

Warr 

int  dated  17  Dec. 

1810;  r 

^■jected  1819-20 

1822 

48.  Kobert   Ritchie AVarrant  dated  1  Feb.,  1814;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

49.  David  R.  Stewart AVarrant  dated  1  Feb.,  1814;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

50.  Wm.  W.  McKean Warrant  dated  30  Nov.,  1814;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

51.  Benj.  Tallmadge,  jr AVarrant  dated  24  Jan.,  1815;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

52.  Franklin  Buchanan Warrant  dated  28  Jan.,  1815;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

53.  11.11.   lloblis Warrant  dated  4  March,  1815;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

54.  Sanjuel    Mercer Warrant  dated  4  March,  1815;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

55.  Charles   Lowndes Warrant  dated  18  March,  1815;  out  of  country  in  1821. 

56.  D.   N.  Ingraham Warrant  dated  18  June,  1812;  rejected  1820  and  1821. 

57.  John  Marston,  jr AVarrant  dated  15  April,  1813;  rejected  1820  and  1821. 

58.  Henry  Bruce Warrant  dated  9  Nov.,  1813;  rejected  1820  and  1821. 

59.  AVm.  D.  Newman AVurrant  dated  1  Feb.,  1814;  rejected  1821. 

60.  A.  B.  Pinkham Warrant  dated  17  June,  1814. 

61.  VA^m.  H.  Homer AVarrant  daied  20  Nov.,  1814;  rejected  1821. 

62.  James  D.  Knight Warrant  dated  20  Nov.,  1814;  rejected  1821. 

63.  Joseph  Mattiaon AVarrant  dated  20  Nov.,  1814;  rejected  1821. 

64.  AA^m.  S.  AValker Warrant  dated  20  Nov.,  1814;  rejected  1821. 

65.  Alexander  Sb'dell AVarrant  dated  1  Jan.,  1815. 

66.  James  S.  Boug-iian AVarrant  dated  11  Jan.,  1815;  rejected  1821. 

67.  George  F.  Peunson Warrent  dated  11  March,  1815. 


Thursday,  January  13,  1825. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  of  the  16th  December,  nominating  lieutenants  in  the 
navy. 

On  the  question,  "AVill  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointments  of  D.  H.  Mackej',  G.  AA''. 
Carpender,  J.  L.  Saunders,  J.  B.  Hull,  jr.,  Jott  S.  Payne,  John  E.  Prentiss,  Joseph  Moorhead,  Samuel  B. 
Piielps,  William  T.  Rodgers,  Thomas  Fettigru,  Augustus  Cutta,  John  S.  Chauncey,  Irvine  Shubrick, 
(Uiarles  Ellery,  Thomas  R.  Gerry,  John  Kelly,  Hugh  Dulany,  Edmund  Byrne,  Edward  .S.  Johnson,  AVilliam 
H.  Gardner,  Frederick  Jarrett,  David  G.  Farragut,  R.  S.  Pinkney,  Stephen  B.  AVilson,  Edward  C.  Rutledge, 
AA^illiam  S.  Harris,  'i'liomas  Dornin,  Benjamin  S.  Grimke,  John  'B.  Tuttle  and  Robert  B.  Cunningham?" 

It  was  (Icti'inliiied  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  ([uestion,  "  Will  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointments  of  James  Glynn,  Joseph 
Myers,  AVilliam  C.  Wetmore,  William  B.  Nicholson,  Thomas  R.  Gedney,  .lolin  Bubicr,  A'ictor  M.  Randolph, 
Josejih  Cntts,  junior,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Frederick  Engle,  Tliomas  S.  Brown,  Alexander  J.  D.  Brown, 
Jesse  Smith,  Juhn  11.  Smilli,  Alerritt  S.  Scott,  Francis  Sanderson,  John  Rudd,  Robert  Ritchie,  David  R. 
St<'wart,  Williiiin  \\'.  McKcan,  Benjamin  Talhnad-c,  junior,  Franklin  Buchanan,  H.  H.  Hobbs,  Samuel 
Mercer,  Charles  i,(i\vndes,  i)uncan  N.  Ingrahaui,  John  Marston,  junior,  Henry  Bruce,  AA'^illiam  D.  Newman, 
A.  B.  Pinkham,  AVilliam  11.  Homer,  James  D.  Knight,  Joseph  Mattison,  AVilliam  S.  AValker,  Alexander 
Slidell,  James  S.  Bouglian,  and  George  F.  Pearson?"  It  was  determined  in  the  ulhrmative;  yeas,  35, 
nays  10. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Lowrie,  the  yeas  and  naj's  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators  present,  those 
who  voted  in  the  afSrmative  are — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton,  D'AA'olf, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Caillard,  Hayne,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  Jackstin,  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  Kelly,  King,  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Alarvland, 
Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  Mcllvaine,  Mills,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Seymour,  Siuiili,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Tazewell,  A'^an  Buren,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Those  wlio  voted  in  the  negative  are — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dickerson,  Findlay,  Lowrie, 
McLean,  Mai-on,  Itnggles,  and  Thomas.     So  it  was 

ii'cse/nv/,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointments  of  lieutenants  in  the  navy, 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  16th  instant. 
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AFFIDAVIT   OF   GEORGE   BROWN,    OF   MURDERS  AND   ATROCITIES  BY  THE    PIRATES 
NEAR  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 

c0m5iunicated  to  the  sekate  ilecember  30,   1824. 

United  States  Commercial  Agency. 

Be  it  kiiuwii  that,  on  the  day  of  the  date  liercof,  before  nie,  John  Mountain,  vice  commercial  agent  of 

the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  city  of  Havana,  personally  came  and  appeared  George  Brown,  of 

New  York,  seaman,  aged  21  years  and  upwards,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  according  to  law,  upoa 

his  solemn  oath  did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that  he  was  acting  and  employed  in  the  capacity  of  seaman, 

on  board  of  the  brig  Laura  Ann,  of  New  York,  Shaw,  master,  last  from  Buenos  Ayres,  with  a 

cargo  of  jerked  beef,  bound  to  the  port  of  Havana;  that,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  day  of  October  last 
past,  they  made  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  on  the  next  morning,  being  the  21st  day  of  October,  when  about 
twelve  miles  to  leeward  of  Matanzas,  they  were  boarded  by  an  open  boat,  with  twelve  men,  armed  with 
muskets,  cutlasses,  pistols,  and  knives,  who  ordered  the  captain  into  the  cabin,  fired  two  pistols,  and 
drove  the  mate  and  seamen  into  tiie  forecastle,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  ordered  three  of  the  men  out  of 
the  forecastle,  and  compelled  them  to  take  in  the  studding  sails  and  brace  up  the  yards,  and  running  the 
vessel  close  in  shore,  near  to  Port  de  Canase,  came  to  anchor,  and,  for  an  hour,  the  vessel  beat  heavy  on 
the  rocks;  at  this  time,  a  schooner  boat,  armed  with  1  gun,  and  28  to  30  men,  also  armed,  came  along- 
side, appearing  to  be  a  party  with  the  boat's  crew,  came  on  board  and  joined  them,  immediately  ordered 
the  second  mate  on  board  the  schooner,  and  to  make  two  masts  for  the  boat;  he,  accordingly,  obeyed 
their  orders,  and  went  on  board.  The  pirates  now  numbered  about  40  men;  they  called  the  captain  upon 
deck  and  asked  him  where  his  money  was;  the  captain  replied  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  and  had  not  any 
money;  they  tied  him  (the  captain)  to  the  windlass,  and  beat  him  very  severely,  then  untied  him,  and 
driving  him  into  the  forecastle,  railed  the  mate  upon  the  deck,  tied  him  to  the  windlass,  and  beat  him  in 
a  like  manner;  then  driving  him  belnw,  ordered  all  the  sailors  to  come  upon  deck;  after  the  sailors  came 
up,  they  were  ordered  aloft  to  furl  the  sails,  which  being  done,  they  were  again  ordered  into  the  fore- 
castle; after  all  hands  being  below  about  an  hour,  three  seamen  were  ordered  upon  deck;  this  deponent 
being  one  of  the  three,  he  went  up  into  the  foretop  to  unreef  the  maintopsail  braces;  it  being  in  the  dusk 
of  the  evening;  as  this  deponent  came  down,  he  saw  that  the  pirates  were  running  the  captain  up  to  the 
larboard  fore  yardarm,  being  hung  by  the  neck;  as  soon  after  as  possible,  this  deponent  ran  into  the 
forecastle,  and  immediately  the  mate  was  called  upon  deck,  and  this  deponent  heard  him  only  say  "Oh 
God!"  They  then  called  the  ciiok  upon  deck,  afterwards  the  sailors,  one  at  a  time;  this  deponent  stow- 
ing himself  away  in  the  coal  hole,  where  he  remained  hid,  notwithstanding  they  searched  for  him  with 
lanterns,  without  finding  him,  until  he  was  compelled  to  leave  his  hiding  place  by  the  fire;  when,  on  his 
going  upon  deck,  and  finding  the  vessel  on  fire,  and  burning  as  far  forward  as  the  fore-hatch,  he  dropped 
himself  overboard,  under  the  vessel's  bows,  and  swam  ashore,  distant  about  sixty  yards,  accompanied  by 
two  sharks,  one  swimming  on  each  side  of  him.  After  reaching  the  shore,  and  walking  about  three  miles, 
he,  being  much  fatigued,  lay  in  the  wood  for  the  night,  and  on  the  following  morning  saw  the  same  pirati- 
cal boat  board  and  take  possession  of  a  brig  under  American  colors,  this  deponent  remaining  in  the  wood 
until  the  next  morning,  when  he  commenced  his  walk,  making  for  Matanzas,  keeping  near  the  sea  shore; 
coming  to  a  small  river,  where  there  were  many  stores  and  small  schooners,  he  swam  across  the  river, 
and  in  the  continuation  of  his  walk,  fell  in  with  a  small  town,  or  place,  and  twenty  persons,  who,  after 
questioning  this  deponent,  who  he  was,  and  where  he  was  going,  some  of  them  threatening  to  take  his 
life,  suffered  him  to  proceed,  and,  on  Saturday  night,  the  24th,  reached  a  farm  house,  where  he  remained 
until  Monday  morning,  when  the  farmer,  having  to  send  produce  of  his  farm  to  Matanzas,  on  horses,  and 
this  deponent's  feet  being  much  cut,  allowed  him  to  ride  on  one  of  the  horses,  and  at  about  10  o'clock  of 
the  same  day  he  reached  ilatanzas. 

GEORGE  X  BltOWN. 

marli. 

Signed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  said  vice  commercial  agent.  In  faith  whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
subscribed  my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  at  Havana  aforesaid,  this  sixteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1824,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  LTnitcd  States  of  America  the  forty-ninth. 

JOHN  MOUNTAIN. 


18th  Congress.]  No.    264.  [2d  Session. 

REASONS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  FOR  DECLINING  TO  FURNISH  TIIE  HOUSE  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES WITH  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  CONDUCT  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
NAVY  ON  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 

communicated  to  tiie  house  of  refresent.vtives  10th  of  January,  1 825. 

To  the  House  of  lieprvavnkdivcK: 

I  should  hasten  to  communicate  to  you  the  documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  4tii  instant,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  of  other  public  agents  in  South  America,  if  such  a  communication  might 
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now  bo  made  nmsisfcntly  with  the  public  interest,  or  with  justice  to  the  parties  concerned.  In  conse- 
quence ol  s.v.ial  cliarg-cs  which  have  been  allcf^ed  against  Commodore  Stewart,  touching  his  conduct 
while  coiiiiiiainliiiy-  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  on  that  sea,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  su.spend 
hnn  from  duty,  and  t(j  subject  him  to  trial  on  those  charges.  It  appearing,  also,  that  some  of  tho.se 
charges  have  been  communicated  to  this  Department,  by  Mr.  Prevost,  political  agent,  at  this  time,  of  the 
United  States,  at  Peru,  and  heretofore  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  and  apparently  with  his  sanction;  and 
that  charges  have  likewise  been  made  against  him,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  commerce 
in  that  quarter;  it  has  been  thought  equally  just  and  proper  that  he  should  attend  here,  as  well  to 
furnish  the  evidence  in  his  possession,  applicable  to  the  charges  exhibited  against  Commodore  Stewart, 
as  to  answer  such  as  have  been  exliihited  against  himself.  In  this  stage,  the  publication  of  those  docu- 
ments might  tend  to  exeite  pi vjihliees,  which  might  operate  to  the  injury  of  both.  It  is  important  that 
the  public  servants,  in  eveiy  siatiuii,  should  perform  their  duty  with  ti'delity,  according  to  the  injunctions 
of  the  law,  an.l  the  orders  ol'  the  ivxei-utive  in  riillillment  thereof  It  is  peculiarly  so  that  this  should  be 
done  by  tljr  (•oniinaiKlers  n)  mir  s(|iia(lioiis.  espeeiallj^,  on  distant  seas,  and  by  political  agents  who  repre- 
sent the  I  nited  Siati's  with  foreign  ))oweis,  and  for  reasons  that  are  obvious,  in  both  instances.  It  is 
due  ti>  their  rights  and  to  the  character  of  the  government  that  they  be  not  censured  without  just  cause, 
which  cannot  be  ascertained,  until,  on  a  view  of  the  charges,  they  are  heard  in  their  defence,  and  after  a 
thorough  and  impartial  investigation  of  their  conduct.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  thought  that  a 
communication,  at  this  time,  of  those  documents,  would  not  comport  with  the  public  interest,  nor  with 
what  is  due  to  the  parties  concerned. 

JAMES  MUNROE. 
U.\sHiNGTox,  January  10,  1825. 


18th  Congress.]  No.  265.  [2n  Session. 

ON  THE  USE  OF  AMERICAN  CANVAS,  CABLES  AND  CORDAGE  IN  THE  NAVY. 

C0MMUXIC.A.TED  TO  THE  SENATE  JANUARY  10,  1825. 

To  thf.  Si'nate  of  the   United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senate,  of  the  17th  May  last,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  contains  the  information  requested. 

JAMES  MUNROE. 

Washington,  January  5,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  January  5,  1825. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  lltli  May  last,  "that  the 
Presitlent  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  at  the  commsncemont  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  showing  the  reason,  if  any,  why 
canvas,  cables,  and  cordage,  made  of  hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  used  in  the 
equipment  of  national  vessels,  with  equal  advantage  as  if  of  foreign  fabric  or  materials,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  report:  ^       .  ,     ,     , 

The  resolution  was  communicated  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  who  have  furnished  the 
answer  marked  A. 

A  variety  of  questions  were  proposed  to  growers  and  manufacturers  of  hemp,  and  answers  received, 
from  whieli|liie  extracts  marked  No.  1  to  5  are  taken. 

From  these  and  other  sources  of  information,  the  following  conclusions  are  drawn: 

1st.  Tluit  hemp  may  be  cultivated  in  the  United  States  to  any  extent  which  our  necessities  may 
require.  t,     i 

2d.  That,  in  the  present  mode  of  cultivation,  there  are  some  errors,  which  may  readily  be  corrected 
when  more  attention  is  paid  to  it.  . 

3d.  That,  in  its  natural  state,  it  is,  in  all  important  qualities,  equal  to  that  whieli  we  are  m  the  habit 
of  importing. 

4th.  That  it  is  injured  in  the  mode  of  rotting  and  preparing  it  for  mannfaeture. 

5th.  That,  if  sown  thicker  on  the  ground,  water-rotted,  and  prepared  with  care,  it  will  be,  for  all 
purposes,  equal  to  any  other.  .... 

6th.  That  canvas,  cables,  and  cordage,  manufactured  out  of  it,  as  now  cultivated,  are  inferior  in 
color,  strength  and  durability,  to  those  manufactured  from  imported  hemp,  and  consequently  are  not  as 
safe  or  proper  for  use  in  the  navy.  And  this  is  the  reason,  and  the  only  reason,  "why  canvas,  cables, 
and  cordage,  made  of  hemp,  the  growth  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  used  in  the  equipment  of 
national  vessels,  with  equal  advantage  as  if  of  foreign  fabric  or  materials." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  President  (/  the    United  Stales. 
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A. 

Navy  Cojimissioners'   Office,  November  11,  1824. 

Sir:  The  Commissioncr.s  of  the  Navy  have  received  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  of  Hth  May  last,  calling  for  a  report,  "  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  Cnn.ii,-i-csm,  showinp:  the  reason,  if  any,  why  canvas,  cablos,  and  cordage,  made  of  hemp,  the  growth  of 
the  Umtcil  Stiitcs,  may  imt  lie  usril  in  tin'  equipment  of  iiaticinal  vessels  with  equal  advantage  as  if  of 
foreign  faliric  nv  malfiials." 

Early  after  the  pus.'sage  of  tlii.s  resolution,  tlic  Ccjinmissioners  opened  an  extensive^  correspondence 
with  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  canvas  and  cordage,  and  they  have  consultid  all  the  authori- 
ties within  their  reach,  with  the  view  to  gain  such  information  upon  the  interesting  (]uisti(in  tiubraced 
by  the  resolution  as  would  assist  in  forming  satisfactory  conclusions;  and  they  now  respectfully  submit 
the  inllowiug  rciKirt: 

The  (' missiiiiicrs  beg  leavr  tn  premise  that  the  canvas  manufactured  in  the  United  States  is  made 

generally  tA'jIar.  They  believe  that  hemp  has  not  been  used  fin-  that  purpose  in  any  of  the  large  factories; 
though  it  has  been  suggested  that,  if  hemp  were  sowed  unusually  thick,  and  pulled  at  a  jierind  tn  ludduce 
a  fibre  or  hurl,  on  a  medium  between  the  ordinary  hemp  and  flax,  that  is,  stouter  and  strmiger  than  the 
latter,  yet  not  s(j  coarse  and  rough  as  the  former,  it  might  be  found  to  be  an  advautagcMu.s  substitue  in 
the  manufacture  nf  canvas. 

With  regard  tn  tlax  tnr  the  inanulaelure  nf  canvas,  there  can  be  no  dnubt  that  the  American  plant, 
if  water- rut  ted  and  prnpeily  di-essed,  will  make  a  cloth  which  may  be  useil  in  the  e(piipment  of  our  national 
vessels  with  eipnd  adwmtage  as  if  of  foreign  fabric  or  materials.  We  have  purchased  a  considerable 
quantity  of  canvas  made  in  the  United  States,  of  flax  grown  at  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  where  they  "arc 
in  the  habit  of  water-rntting  it,"  and  its  quality  is  not  only  considered  sufficiently  good  for  the  service, 
but  equal  to  that  of  the  best  impnrted  canvas.  We  have  also  purchased  canvas  made  from  foreign  and 
dew-rotted  American  tlax,  mixed,  and  it  has  jiassed  inspection,  though  not  equal  to  that  made  from  the 
Fairfield  flax. 

The  manufacturers  of  canvas  iibject  to  dew-rotted  flax  on  various  grounds.  They  prefer  Dutch  at 
15  or  Irish  at  14  cents  per  pound  to  this  kind  of  flax  at  9  cents  per  pound;  because,  while  one  hundred 
pounds  of  Dutch  will  yield  72  pounds,  and  one  hundred  pounds  of  Irish  will  yield  65  pounds,  the  like 
quantity  of  American  dew-rotted  will  yield  only  40  pounds  of  clean  flax.  No  reason  can  be  discerned 
why  the  American  flax  should  yield  so  much  less  than  the  Dutch,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  defective 
process  of  rotting,  dressing,  and  preparing  it  for  market.  The  American  plant,  in  its  natural  state,  con- 
tains, it  is  believed,  as  great  a  p(  >rtii>n  of  fibre  or  lint  as  either  of  the  others.  A  respectable  manufacturer 
has  stated  that  he  has  hmg  used  the  Fairfield  flax,  and  that  he  considers  it  "  more  flexible,  less  woody,  and 
stronger  than  that  grnwn  at  the  snuth,  and  preferable  to  Russia  flax." 

Other,  and  apparently  well  founded,  objections  are  urged  by  the  manufacturers  of  canvas  against 
common  American  flax.  They  say  that  in  bleaching,  the  Irish  flax  has  an  advantage  over  every  other 
description;  that  the  coloring  matter  is  extracted  from  it  with  less  trouble  and  expense  than  the  Dutch; 
that  the  American  flax  requires  at  least  twn-tliirds  mine  expense  and  twice  the  trouble  of  any  other  flax. 
The  reason  assigned  for  this  by  the  American  manufacturers  is,  that  the  American  flax  is  not  pulled  until 
the  seed  are  ripe;  whereas  in  Ireland  it  is  jiulled  green;  but,  in  opposition  to  this  conclusion,  it  is  said 
that  "in  the  Netherlands,  where  flax  is  supimsed  to  be  the  best  prepared,  generally  speaking,  of  any  in 
Europe,  and  in  France,  flax  is  always  alhiwed  to  arrive  at  maturity,  and  is  never  pulled,  particularly  in 
Holland  and  Zealand,  until  the  seeil  are  perf  etly  formed  and  the  capsule  brown  and  hard,  so  as  to  be 
easily  disengaged  frnm  the  stalk;"  and  if,  as  is  alleged,  Irish  flax  is  found  to  be  more  easily  bleached 
than  the  Dutch,  this  advantage  appears  to  be  more  than  enunterbalanced  liy  the  fact  that  100  pounds  of 
the  latter  will  yield  7  |>ounds  more  of  clean  flax  than  an  ('(pial  .piantity  of  tiie  I'nrmer. 

The  practice  of  pulling  the  plant  in  a  green  state  is  defended  on  the  grounds  that  the  younger  the 
plant  the  finer  the  tissue;  yet  it  is  stated  as  an  unquestionable  fact,  that  tlie  flax  intended  for  t\ic  fiiiest 
purposes  is  not  pulled  in  the  Netherlands  until  the  seed  are  ripe.  An  intelligent  French  gentleman,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Besnard,  (an  extract  of  which  will  be  found  among  the  papers  accompanying  this  report,) 
assigns  reasons  which  appear  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  practice  which  prevails  in  Holland,  both  as  to  the 
period  when  flax  is  pulled,  and  their  peculiar  method  of  steeping  it. 

The  "  high  price  of  American  flax,  its  unequal  quality,  and  the  uncertainty  of  supply,"  are  urged  as 
among  the  reasons  which  have  induced  some  of  the  manufacturers  of  canvas,  after  repeated  trials,  to 
reconnnence  the  importations  of  Irish  flax;  while  others  observe  that  they  have  imported  none  since  the 
fall  of  1821,  being  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  American  flax. 

It  appears  to  be  the  universal  opinion  of  exiierieneed  men  that  the  process  of  dew-rotting  flax  dimin- 
ishes its  value  and  its  weight,  injures  its  color,  and  impairs  its  quality  and  strength.  The  experiments 
stated  in  the  paper  C,  annexed,  tend  to  confirm  this  opinion. 

With  regard  to  "  cables  and  cordage,  made  of  hemp  the  growth  of  the  United  States,"  many  of  the 
observations  previously  made  with  respect  to  flax  are,  in  a  great  degree,  applicable  to  hemp.  In  its 
natural  state,  American  is  believed  to  be  equal  to  the  best  Russia;  but  the  almost  universal  custom  of  dew- 
rotting  it  is  so  deleterious  in  its  etfects  upon  the  fibre  as  to  present  iiisuperabl(>  objections  to  its  use  in 
the  navy.  This  process  not  only  weakens  the  fibre,  but  prevents  the  tar  from  incorporating  with  the 
yarns,  thus  rendering  it  seriously  objectionable,  particularly  for  cables.  The  manufacturers  of  cordage 
further  object  to  it,  because  "its  staple  is  rough  and  occupies  more  time  in  the  manufacture,"  and  "gene- 
rally comes  to  market  in  a  slovenly  manner,  with  various  qualities  mixed  together,  and  badly  cleaned." 
They  say  that  cordage  made  of  Russia  hemp  is  preferred  by  the  consumer,  at  an  advance  of  fifty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.;  that  dew-rotted  cordage,  "by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  becomes  rotten,  and  after 
being  used  a  short  time,  cannot  be  depended  on."  A  gentleman  of  experience  says:  "  Before  the  late 
war  we  used  some  cordage  made  from  Kentucky  yarns — many  persons  did  it  for  the  pm'pose  of  encour- 
aging American  jiroductions;  some  of  them  had  strong  prejudices  in  its  favor;  but,  after  a  fair  trial,  those 
persons  c-onfessed  to  me  that  they  must  give  up  the  use' of  it;  that  it  would  not  wear  well,  and  they 
could  not  (le|iend  on  it."  The  same  gentleman  fnrther  observes:  "I  would  not  use  cordage  made  of 
Kentucky  yarn  or  hemp,  even  if  I  could  procure  it  at  half  the  price  of  cordage  made  from  Russia." 

Manufacturers   and  consumers  of  cordage   appear   universally  to  concur  in  these  opinions.     Equally 
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decided  is  their  opinion  as  to  the  quality  of  the  American  plant  in  its  natural  state.  They  all  say  that 
American  hemp,  pulled  in  the  riglit  season,  water-rotted,  and  properly  liandled,  would  make  as  good 
cordage  as  the  best  Russia.  Indeed,  it  has  been  forcibly  contended  that  it  would  be  preferable,  because 
Russia  hemp  is  injured  from  being  heated  on  ship  board — an  injury  to  which  American  hemp,  used  in  the 
United   States,  would  not  he  liable. 

While  these  opinions  appear  well  founded,  there  is  another  consideration  which  addresses  itself 
immediately  and  forcibly  to  the  growers  of  hemp  in  the  United  States.  The  difference  between  the 
2vodu(i  of  given  portions  of  plant,  water-rotted  and  dew-rotted,  is  confidently  believed  to  be  greatly  in 
favor  of  the  former  mode. 

E.xperiments  have  been  made  by  boiling  and  steaming,  to  avoid  either  process  of  rotting;  but  the 
result  proved  unsatisfactory. 

Pushing  their  experiments  with  a  iMTscvcrancc  whidi  deserves  and  must  ultimately  secure  succes.s, 
our  countrymen  have  lately  introduced  a  luacliine  called  "the  flax  and  hemp  dresser,"  with  a  view  to 
avoid  altdgether  the  process  of  rotting.  The  power  of  this  machine,  to  disengage  effectually  the  woody 
]iart  of  the  plant  from  the  lint,  is  spoken  of  confidently  by  those  who  have  seen  it  in  operation;  but 
whether  the  hemp  thus  prepared  will  be  as  serviceable  as  the  water-rotted,  whether  it  will  not  be  more 
liable,  in  bulk,  to  injury  from  the  gum  and  mucilage  which  are  wholly  left  in  it,  or  whethei-  other  objec- 
tions may  not  exist,  are  points  upon  which  the  Commissioners  are  uninformed.  They  have,  however, 
engaged  a  small  supply  of  yarns  from  hemp  thus  prepared,  and  intend  making  experiments  to  test  their 
strength  and  durability. 

About  twelve  months  since,  a  gentleman  produced  a  sample  of  cordage,  niiide,  it  is  believed,  of 
American  dew-rotted  hemp,  with  the  yarns  dipped  in  pyroligneous  acid,  and  tarred  about  one-eighth  as 
much  as  yarns  usually  are,  prior  to  being  laid;  calculating  that  the  antiseptic  properties  of  this  acid 
would  obviate  the  injuries  sustained  in  the  process  of  dew-rotting,  and  impart  to  the  cordage  a  durability 
equal  to  that  made  of  water-rotted  hemp.  AVith  a  view  to  an  experiment,  the  Commissioners  have 
engaged  enough  of  these  yarns  to  make  a  nine-inch  cable.  Although  the  gentleman  speaks  very  confi- 
dently as  to  the  durability  of  cordage  made  In. m  these  yarns,  yet  we  are  unable  to  discern  how  the 
pyroligneous  acid  can  remedy  the  delects  occasioned  by  dew-rotting,  and  im])art  to  the  cordage  the 
property  of  retaining  a  sufficient  portion  of  tar  for  its  preservation,  particularly  when  usimI  as  calilcs. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress,  during  their  last  session,  and  the  Mpinimis  tlicn  cxin-cs-cil,  that  Ameri- 
can hemp,  in  its  natural  state,  is  equal  to  Russia,  and  that  the  picfcicnic  gi\en  to  tlir  latter  has  arisen 
essentially  from  the  manner  in  whi.:li  it  is  rotted,  have  induced  soma  of  our  most  respectable  farmers  to 
engage  in  the  cultivation  and  preparation  of  hemp,  upon  the  Russian  system.  The  commissioners  have 
contracted  for  three  tons  of  American  hemp  of  this  description,  and  directed  it  to  be  made  into  cordage 
of  various  kinds,  in  order  to  test  its  C'ini|iarativi'  strength  and  durability  with  the  best  Russia,  on  board 
the  ship  North  Carolina.  The  result  ni'  this  cxi.criment,  if  the  American  hemp  shall  have  been  carefully 
gathered,  at  the  right  season,  and  properly  prepared,  will  enable  the  Coinmissioners  to  express  a  satisfac- 
tory opinion  upon  the  subject;  and  they  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that,  in  such  case,  it  will  be  in  their 
power  to  say  that  the  American  water-rotted  hemp  is  in  all  respects  fully  equal  to  the  lest  Russia. 

With  regard  to  "the  places  where,  and  the  extent  to  which,  hemp  may  be  cultivated,"  in  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  unreservedly  said  that  the  climate  thr(>\ighout  the  whole  country  is  nowhere  unfriendly, 
and  that  hemp  may  be  cultivated  advanlagei.usi y  w  lien'\cr  the  soil  is  adapted  to  it.  It  is  grown  in  great 
perfection  in  the  eastern,  western  and  simtliern  States,  as  far  south  as,  and  including,  Virginia.  We 
have  not  heard  of  any  growth  south  of  Virginia,  though,  as  it  is  known  to  succeed  well  in  Avarni  latitudes, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  can  be  cultivated  in  our  most  southern  States. 

The  papers  herewith  (A,  B,  C  and  D)  will,  it  is  hoped,  afford  satisfactory  information  ui>nn  the 
"  manner  of  raising  hemp  and  preparing  it  for  market,"  and  upon  the  other  [lointsto  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board. 

Having  given  to  tiiis  important  subject  that  attention  to  which  its   intrinsic  merits  entitle  it,  and 
which   a  strong   solicitude  to  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  every  source  of  national   independence 
could  not  fail  to  excite,  the  Commissioners,  with  great  deference,  submit  the  result. 
I  have  the  honyr  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


On  the  culture  and  ivcparinrj  the  hemp  in  Eus.sia,  transmitted  J>y  the  Hon.  J.   Q.  Adami',  mini.'^ter  at  St. 
J'eter.sburg,  ilarch,  18 lO'. 

In  Russia,  when  the  season  is  mild,  the  hemp  seed  is  sown  about  the  1st  June,  old  style.  The 
richer  the  soil  of  the  land  employed  for  it,  the  better.  A  chetwirt  of  seed,  (100  chetwirts  are' equal  to 
73  quarters,  Winchester  measure,)  is  sown  on  a  piece  of  laml  of  «0  fathoms  (English  feet)  long,  and 
60  fathoms  broad. 

The  land  is  first  ploughed  and  harrowed,  and  about  200  single  horse  loads  of  dung  being  spread 
upon  it,  it  is  left  for  six  days,  when  it  is  again  ploughed,  and  the  seed  sown  and  harrowed  the  same 
day.  In  about  four  months  the  seed  becomes  ripe,  and  the  hemp  is  then  ptdled  up  with  the  roots;  if  it 
be  allowed  to  remain  too  long  in  the  ground,  it  is  apt  to  become  harsh.  It  is  bound  into  heads  or  bunches 
of  four  handfuls  each;  these  are  hung  upon  sticks  placed  horizontally,  thus:  X -0-0-0-0-0-0- X,  and 
allowed  to  remain  so  for  two  da_ys.  It  is  then  made  into  cut  or  thrashed  hemp,  as  may  be  agreeable. 
The  cut  hemp  is  made  by  chopping  off  the  heads  containing  the  seed.  These  are  put  into  the  kiln,  and, 
after  remaining  there  for  eighteen  Imnis,  the  seed  is  beaten  out. 

If  thrashed  hemp  is  to  be  made,  the  heads  or  tops  mtist  not  be  cut  off,  but  the  biinchi\'^  of  hemp 
placed  entire  in  the  kiln;  and,  it  th<'  weather  be  warm,  it  will  be  sulticienily  dry  in  tliree  days,  when  the 
seed  must  be  thrashed  out  of  the  heads.  In  either  case,  three  days  after  the  s,''ed  is  separated  from  it, 
the  hemp  must  be  put  to  steep  or  rot,  either  in  a  stream  or  a  pond,  and,  that  the  hemp  may  be  entirely 
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immersed,  it  is  put  under  wooden  frames  ;  \.  upnii  Avliicli  stones  are  placed,  or,  where  they 

are  not  to  be  had,  earth  is  substituted,  after  the  rramcs  Avt-  rn\rvri\  witli  |ilaiikfi. 

The  clearer  and  purer  the  color  of  the  waliT,  the  h.ttcT  will  \>r  the  culdr  of  the  hemp.  Where  the 
water  is  warm,  thi-ee  weeks'  steepin,!^  will  be  sufficient,  but,  if  cold,  as  in  rivers,  springs,  &c.,  five  week.s 
or  longer  may  be  necessary.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  a  head  of  the  hemp  is  taken  out  and 
dried ;  if,  on  heating  and  cleaning  it,  the  husk  comes  off,  the  hemp  may  then  be  taken  out  of  the  water, 
but  if  the  husk  still  adheres  to  it,  it  must  be  allowed  to  remain  some  time  longer.  This  trial  must  bo 
repeated  from  time  to  time,  till  the  husk  separates,  when  the  hemp  must  be  taken  out  of  the  water,  and 
suspended  to  dry,  as  directed  before,  on  its  being  taken  off  the  ground. 

The  hemp  is  now  made  into  the  two  sorts  distinguished  by  the  names  of  spring  and  winter  hemp,  the 
former  being  dry  and  rather  of  a  witlicrcd  appiinancc,  the  latter  more  moist,  and  of  a  fine  brownish 
green  color,  containing  more  of  the  v(gital)lc  oil,  and,  therefore,  the  more  apt  to  heat,  though,  if  not 
shipped  at  St.  Petersburg  or  Riga  before  September,  there  is  not  much  risk  of  its  heating  any  more  on 
board  the  ships,  especially  on  short  voyages,  as  to  England,  and  are  the  best  fit  for  cables.  If  it  be 
intended  that  the  hemp  should  be  early  ready  for  the  market,  it  is  made  into  winter  hemp  by  the  follow- 
ing process:  On  being  taken  out  of  the  water,  it  is  left  suspended  in  the  open  air  for  about  a  fortnight, 
when  it  is  put  into  the  kiln  for  twenty-four  hours,  after  which  it  is  broken  by  means  of  a  hand-mill,  and 
the  husk  is  then  beaten  off  by  striking  the  heads  obliquely  with  iron  and  wooden  instruments  of  the 
shape  of  a  large  two-edged  knife;  lastly,  to  unravel  it,  it  is  drawn  through  a  wooden  comb,  or  card, 
with  rae  row  of  wide  wooden  teeth,  fixed  perpendicularly. 

The  hemp  is  then  laid  up  or  suspended  in  sheds,  and  is  fit  to  l>c  sorted,  bound  into  bundles,  and 
loaded  into  the  barks. 

The  hemp,  to  be  prepared  as  spring  hemp,  is  allowed  to  remam  suspended,  and  exposed  to  the 
weather  the  wli/)le  winter,  until  it  be  dried  l>y  tlie  sun  in  the  spring,  when  it  is  broken  and  cleaned  in 
the  same  nuinner  as  the  winter  hemp. 

As  till'  uTiatest  part  of  the  summer  elapses  before  it  can  be  made  fit  for  the  market,  none  of  this 
henui  rca(h<s  SI.  P<t(Tsbnrg  until  the  following  spring,  that  is,  two  years  after  it  was  sown. 

The  licniii  is  sown  in  tlie  same  manner  as  linseed,  rye,  or  wlieat.  Land  of  a  sandy  soil  may  also  be 
empliiy<'il  for  it,  Init  it  nuist  be  strongly  manured,  otherwise  it  will  be  too  short,  and  a  flat  counti-y  should 
always  l>e  iircfcrrcd. 

One  ehctwirt  (if  seed  commonly  yields  25  loads  (upwards  36  pounds  English)  of  hemp,  and  twelve 
chetwirts  of  hemp  seed. 


ObsrrvatirnK  relative  to  hrm}i. 

Taken  from  the  American  Farmer,  vol.  5. 

The  following  f)l)scrvations  relative  to  hemp  are  said  to  be  approved  by  the  experience  of  practical 
men  in  our  own  country,  particularly  Mr.  Henry  Kip,  of  Buffalo. 

Hemp  is  a  very  liardy  plant,  resists  drouth  and  severe  frosts,  is  easier  cultivated,  less  exhausting, 
and  more  profitable  than  many  other  crops,  with  which  this  does  not  interfere  in  its  cultivation,  (except 
the  tobacco  crop.)  It  is  sown  before,  and  gathered  after,  corn,  and  requires  no  attention  when  wheat  is 
sown,  harvested,  or  thrashed.  It  will  grow  year  after  year,  on  the  same  ground,  on  which,  if  sufliciently 
rich,  it  is  the  surest  crop.     It  is  liable  to  no  diseases,  and  injured  by  no  insects. 

The  soil. 

The  soil  should  be  deep,  clean,  dry,  rich,  and  mellow.  The  plant  has  a  tap-root,  which  descends  to 
a  considerable  depth,  and  tlierelbre  the  soil  should  be  deep,  and  be  thoroughly  mellowed  by  deep  and 
frequent  ploughings.  Fall  ploughing,  and  two  or  three  ploughings  in  the  spring,  together  with  har- 
rowing, so  as  to  smooth  the  surface,  (and  thereby  enable  the  seed  to  be  sown  even,  and  the  hemp  to 
si)ring  up  equally,  and  be  cut  close  to  the  roots,)  are  preparatory  steps  to  the  putting  in  of  the  seed. 

The  seed  irhen  soirn. 

The  seed  (to  the  amount  of  two  bushels  per  acre,  on  middling  soil,  and  three  on  rich  ground,)  should 
be  sown  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring,  after  the  ground  becomes  dry  and  well  prepared.  Early 
sowing  renders  the  coat  heavier  and  stronger,  enables  the  hemp  to  cover  the  ground  early,  so  as  to 
smother  weeds,  and,  before  the  sun  becomes  jjowerlul,  to  shade  the  soil  and  preserve  its  moisture.  The 
seed,  alter  being  east  as  even  as  jiossilile,  slmulil  lie  liairowed  in,  to  as  equal  a  depth  as  may  be,  that  it 
may  all  start  together;  and  a  heavy  roller  slmnM  then  be  passed  over,  or  a  brush  drawn  across,  to  smooth 
the  surface,  in  order  that  the  hemp' may  lie  cut  close  to  the  roots. 

mpeninrj  and  harvesting. 

When  the  hemp  becomes  fit  to  be  cut,  the  stalks  of  the  blossom,  or  male  hemp,  turn  yellow,  become 
a  good  deal  s|ieekle<l,  and  drop  most  of  their  leaves,  and,  if  the  air  is  still,  a  cloud  of  dust  arises  from 
the  blossom  stalks,  and  hangs  over  the  field.  When  sown  early,  it  will  be  fit  to  cut  about  the  1st  of 
August.  The  above  appearance  will  become  indicative  of  the  ]ndpir  time,  and  then  it  should  be  cut 
without  delay;  for,  if  suffered  to  stand  longer,  (as  about  one-half  of  the  stalks  blossom,  and  the  other 
half  bear  seed,)  the  stalks  of  the  male  will  wither  and  blacken,  and  the  coat  be  of  but  little  value;  and 
the  female  hemp,  which  has  st<iod  to  ripen  the  seeil,  requires  a  longer  time  to  rot  than  the  male,  and,  con- 
sequently, both  would  be  tlii'veby  injured.  11k'  I»'M  iray  to  get  seed  would  lir  l<>  ^oir  sunir  Ihiidij  in  a  sepa- 
rate patrli.  The  mode  of  eutliiiu'  is  preferable  to  that  of  pulling;  a  man  will  cut  half  an  acre  per  day, 
and  a  ([uarter,  pulled,  is  said  to  be  a  day's  work.  By  the  f.nuer  praetiee,  the  inconvenience  of  dust,  and 
the  dirt  attached  to  the  roots,  will  be  avoided.      Cut  hemp  will  be  worth   ten  dollars  a  ton  more  than  the 
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]iiillpd.     Knives,  or  hooks,  for  tliat  purpose,  may  be  obtained  for  about  $1.25  each.     "When  cut,  spread 
the  hemp  a  day  or  two,  to  dry  it,  then  bind  it,  and  put  it  up  iu  .sliocks. 

Wretting  (or  rotllng.) 

As  soon  as  harveste<l,  in  (ndcr  to  prevent  the  rains  from  discoloring  it,  proceed,  as  early  as  con- 
venient, to  wret  it,  by  phicin.-^-  it  in  clean,  j)ure  water,  formed  by  a  stream,  spring,  or  clear  pond.  If  rotted 
sliortly  after  cutting,  about  five  days  are  generally  required  for  the  purpose.  You  will  be  able  to  judge, 
by  taking  out  a  handful  and  drying  it,  and  if  the  stalk  of  sheaves  will  shake  out,  and  separate  easily 
from  the  bark,  leaving  it  clean  and  entire,  the  process  of  wretting  is  completed.  The  bark,  or  lint  of 
hemp,  is  connected  with  the  stalk  by  a  substance  which  must  be  either  wretted  or  dissolved  before  they 
will  separate;  produce  the  separation,  and  the  work  is  accomplished.  Experience  will  be  the  best  crite- 
rion. The  water  in  which  it  is  rotted  should  not  run  rapidly,  as  it  would,  in  that  case,  wash  away  the 
coat.  You  may  have  three  or  four  wa.<;iiii  luails  (if  hemp,  to  tlie  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  sunk  at  a 
time,  but  it  should  be  completely  submcr-iil,  ih'iiii;li  not  suffered  to  touch  the  bottom.  If  separate  quan- 
tities are  put  in  on  several  successive  days,  tlic  dnys  and  quantities  should  be  noted,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  which  becomes  first  wrctteii,  and  which  should,  therefore,  be  lirst  taken  up;  for,  if  left  iu 
the  water  a  day  or  two  too  long,  tlie  hemp  will  be  materially  injnred. 

Dressing  and  securing. 

When  rotted,  (ii)cn  and  spread  it,  that  it  may  dry  soon.  The  process  for  breaking  and  swingling  is 
the  same  as  that  for  thix.  When  it  grows  too  long  for  dressing  (say  from  eight  to  ten  feet)  it  may  be 
cut  into  two  eijual  parts  without  any  injury.  Be  very  particular  in  keeping  the  long  and  short  hemp 
separate,  and  not  have  the  seed  and  but  ends  put  together;  be  also  careful  to  dress  it  clean.  When 
dressing  it,  put  twelve  handfuls  in  one  head,  laying  them  straight,  the  length  of  the  hemp.  The  hand- 
fuls  must  not  be  tied,  but  bind  the  heads  tight  with  a  small  band,  about  one  foot  from  the  but  end;'  it 
will  then  be  ready  to  be  put  into  such  sized  bales  as  may  bo  suitable.  Some  bale  it  into  a  box,  across 
the  bottom  of  which  four  ropes  are  laid  to  tie  the  hemp  when  pressed  into  it.  When  packed,  it  should 
be  perfectly  dry,  otherwise  it  will  rot. 

The  following  remarks  from  the  "Plou,gh  Boj',"  on  the  sulijeet  of  water-rutting  in  preference  to  dew- 
rotting,  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  experienced  culti\ators.  "it  the  crop  is  to  be  dew-rotted  and  got 
out  by  hand,  its  profits  must  bo  comparatively  small,  because  it  caiuiot  be  thus  prepared  to  command 
the  highest  price  in  market,  compete  in  quality  with  the  Russia  hemp,  much  less  drive  it  from  our  mar- 
kets. But,  if  the  American  hemp  planter  be  prepared  with  proper  machinery  to  dress  and  prepare  it,  we 
ought  not  to  douVit,  nnieh  less  to  despair,  of  his  ultimately  arriving  at  a  perfection  iu  the  production  and 
dress  of  tlie  article,  to  equal,  if  not  excel,  the  best  samples  of  Russia  hemp." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Naman  Goodscll  to  Mr.  Samuel  Swarticout,  April,  1823. 

Taken  from  the  American  Farmer,  vol.  5. 

I  am  prepared  to  show  that  water-rotting,  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  done,  is,  most  unquestionably', 
to  be  preferred.  1st.  It  is  more  durable  for  all  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  applied;  a  fact  perfectly  well 
known  to  those  who  manufacture  sack  and  cordage.  2d.  It  is  more  easily  bleached;  and,  3d.  It  will 
yield  a  greater  quantity  of  fibre  from  a  given  quantity  of  the  plant.  My  own  experiments  with  respect 
to  the  superior  durability  of  water-prepared  flax  were  very  satisfactory.  I  placed  on  the  ground  a 
quantity  of  flax  that  had  been  sufliciently  water-rotted,  for  dressing,  by  the  side  of  an  equal  cpiantity  of 
unrolled  flax,  and  turned  them  once  in  three  days,  until  the  new  flax  was  sufficiently  rotted  for  dressing 
also,  and,  upon  examination,  I  found  that  that  which  had  been  previously  imter-rotted  had  lost  none  of 
its  strength,  and  that  it  had  not  altered  in  any  respect,  except  in  its  color,  which  was  a  little  brighter 
than  when  laid  out;  both  parcels  were  now  suffered  to  remain  upon  the  ground,  until  the  dew-rotted 
became  wortldes^,  when  the  water-rotted  was  found  to  be  still  strong  and  good. 

I  repeated  these  expei  imcnts  with  di'essed  flax,  and  with  the  plant,  and  found  the  result  the  same. 
This,  in  my  mind,  fully  estahlished  the  very  important  fact,  that  ivater-rotled  flax  or  hemp  is  infinitely 
superior  to  that  which  is  dew-rotted. 

I  made  an  attempt  next  to  ascertain  the  pi'oportionate  loss  in  weight  in  each  process  of  rotting,  and 
fuind  them  btith  nearly  equal,  viz:  about  twenty-five  per  cent.;  but  I  found,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
produce  of  this  equal  (|uantity  of  plant  differed  materially  in  weight.  When  it  came  to  be  dressed,  the 
dew  or  \s,\\A-rotted  uveiaged  from  12  to  16  pounds  of  fibre  only,  whilst  the  water-prepared  gave  from  16 
to  25  per  cent.  'I'his  (lilleKiue  in  weight  I  consider  to  be  quite  sufficient  to  defray  the  extra  expense  of 
water-rotting,  whilst  the  value  of  the  article  would  be  enhanced  one-third  more.  My  strong  desire  to 
investigate  this  subject  fully,  induced  me  to  make  other  trials,  by  boiling  and  steaming,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  rotting  i>ioeess  altogether,  but  I  did  not  succeed  in  any  of  them  suflBciently  to  warrant  their  recom- 
mendation to  the  public.     On  the  contrary,  I  became  convinced  that  neither  would  answer. 

My  next  investigation  was  an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  substance  iu  which  the  fibre 
lies  imbedded,  and  found  it  to  consist  of  gum,  mucilaginous  matter,  and  a  peculiar  kind  of  vegetable 
extract,  containing  a  small  quantity  of  tan.  The  substances  were  precipitated  from  their  solutions  by 
means  of  re-agents,  when,  after  drying,  the  gum  bore  a  greater  resemblance  to  gum  lac  than  to  any  other 
substance,  and  was  perfectly  soluble  in  solutions  of  potash,  whether  caustic  or  carbonated,  and  also 
capable  of  being  dissolved  in  alcohol.  The  other  parts,  as  mucilage  and  extractive  matter,  were  soluble 
in  water;  hence,  I  conclude  that  potash  is  the  cheapest  solvent  fir  cleansin.g  flax,  and  that  this  can  be 
best  applied  when  it  has  been  cleansed  from  the  wumly  part  and  manufactured  into  cloth. 

In  the  management  of  hemp  and  flax,  1  would  reenuiiiiend  the  following  method,  because  it  saves 
labor,  and  is  more  convenient  to  dress:  When  the  plants  are  pulled,  care  should  be  taken  t.i  sort  them, 
by  putting  the  longest   lengths  by  themselves,  and,  for  the  purpo.se  of  facilitating  the   handling  of  it  at 


32  N  A  V  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  R  S  .  [No.  265. 

the  machine,  it  is  well  to  put  about  one  pound  of  the  plant  into  a  bundle,  as  soon  as  the  seed  is  thrashed, 
which  is  done  with  exceeding  expedition  by  the  machine.  Let  it  be  put  to  rot  in  water — the  surface, 
after  the  plant  is  immersed,  to  be  covered  with  boards  or  straw,  or  anything-  else,  to  exclude  the  sun's 
rays,  which  will  cause  the  whole  to  have  the  same  color.  If  troughs  or  vats  are  made  u«e  of  (I  would 
certainlj' recommend  them  where  the  farmer  can  possibly  procure  them)  after  the  iihinl  lias  In  en  forty- 
eight  hours  in  water,  it  should  be  drawn  off,  when  the  water  will  be  found  to  bo  exncdiiinly  discolored, 
and  this  should  be  repeated,  after  which,  let  the  plant  remain  immersed  until  it  be  suUiciently  rotted, 
which  must,  (if  cinirM',  \>r  determined  by  experience  and  judgment. 

Tiie  disiigrcialilc  siiii'll,  so  much  dreaded  and  deprecated,  will,  by  this  process,  bo  greatly  diminished. 
When  the  weathrr  and  the  water  were  both  warm  in  summer,  I  have  known  them  to  rot  in  seven  days; 
in  other  instances,  in  cold  weather,  I  have  known  them  to  lie  buried  for  ninety  days,  without  injury. 


D. 

Extraclffof  a  report  made  hy  "  Peter  Besnard,  Esq.,  inspector  general  for  Leinster,  Munster,  and  Connaught, 
to  thetrudeenqfthe  Linen  Board,  London,"  by  whom3Ir.  Bernard  was  appointed  to  proceed  to  Holland  and 
the  Netherland.':,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  probable  reasons  vJu/  those  countries  are  able  to  piro- 
duce  ajlax  of  a  softer  and  more  silky  quality  than  the  fax  of  Ireland,  Ac,  (f-c,  1822. 

Taken  from  the  American  Farmer,  vol.  5. 

The  ]inieess  of  flax-dressing  is  performed  here,  (Lokeran)  and  in  France,  on  a  hackle  somewhat 
different  fioni  nurs;  it  is  nearly  square,  and  the  teeth  not  more  than  two  inches  and  a  half  long,  and 
alriinu'^-h  thi'  w.ii-k  is  well  performed  on  it,  it  is  not  considered  by  some  English  flax-dressers  as  equal  to 

an   Kn'-lisli   liarkh^.      Of  .Mr. 1   jiarticularly  inquired   if  all   the  flax  purchased    bv  him   qaee  seed, 

which  Tir  iiiluniH-.l  HI,'  ,1  did  even  ;/  int.'udcd  for  the  fnest  purposes. 

rr.K-ccMlcil  iViini  Brussels  to  'i'ouniay,  by  Halle  Enghein,  Ath,  and  Leu.se,  in  all  of  which  towns  the 
linen  niaiiufaciuic  is  curried  on.  On  the  whole  line  from  Brussels  to  Tournay,  excellent  flax  is  grown,  in 
(■(insidcialile  (|\ian tities;  the  greater  part  of  it  was  pulled  and  set  up  to  dry  in  a  manner  differing  from 
the  piartici'  in  Holland.  In  this  cmiutry,  and  in  France,  flax,  when  put  to  dry,  is  not  tied  in  bundles,  but 
is  iihu'cd  liiose,  in  a  sloping  liin^ctinn,  in  lung  rnws  (ir  ridgi's,  the  heads  or  boles  to  meet,  and  the  root 
oiids  spread  out  so  as  to  form  a  V  revei'sed.  At  eaeli  end  of  the  double  rows  of  flax,  and  at  certain 
intervals,  stakes  are  driveni  inio  the  ground  to  support  tlieni.  I'liis  mode  is  decidedly  preferable  to 
bundles,  because  every  part  of  ili,>  plant  is  equally  [uesented  to  the  influence  of  the  air;  but  it  slumld  be 
observed,  that  it  is  suitaMe  to  a  country  -where  niihl,  ealin  weather  prevails  in  the  flax  season. 

In  Cambray,  I  made  inquiries  relaliv<>  to  the  article  of  eanihric,  peculiar  to  that  town,  or  as  it  is  here 
called,  Fiatisti'.Vroni  the  name  ol'  the  man  who  first  introilnceil  it,  which,  it  is  said,  he  was  induced  to  do 
in  conseiiueiice  of  the  exti-eine  softness  of  the  water  in  tin'  neighl lorliood.  Here  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
see  every  process  of  this  manufacture,  from  th<'  iinpaiation  of  the  llax  from  the  hackle  to  its  finish  for 
the  consumer;  and  1  was  assured  by  many  persons  conversant  with  the  Imsiness,  tliat,  except  for  some 
very  superior  kind  of  cambric,  and  very  limited  and  inconsiderable  scale,  all  llax  irsed  in  the  manufacture 
gives  seed;  for  it  is  in  tlie  after  management  of  the  flax]ilant,  the  jieople  of  (himbray  say,  that  everything 
depends  to  render  it  fit  for  fine  works.  So  tenacious  is  the  government  of  France  of  this  seed,  as  well  as 
of  flax,  that  the  export  of  both  is  prohibited.  The  process  of  steeping  and  cleaning  flax,  in  this  part  of 
France,  and  in  Flanders,  from  whence  they  get  some  supply,  differs  little  from  the  plan  followed  in 
Holland — everything  being  done  by  hand;  but  the  greatest  care  is  observed  in  every  stage  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  hackle. 

Here  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  that,  for  regularity  and  method,  in  every  operation,  the  plan  pursued 
by  the  Dutch  boors  is  to  be  preferred  to  any  other.  In  all  cases  their  mode  of  saving  seed  has  decidedly 
the  preference,  in  my  estimation;  and  it  may  Im  nicessary  to  add,  and  to  impress  on  the  rninds  of  the  flax 
cultivators  in  Ireland,  who  sow  that  plant,  as  an  article  of  general  commerce,  that,  without  the  seed,  the 
Dutch  boors  would  consider  the  business  a  very  uiqirofitable  one.  It  is  generally  computed,  that,  after  all 
expenses  of  rippling,  &c.,  the  seed  leaves  at  least  from  £9,  to  £9,  the  English  acic;  and  one  of  tiie  most 
convincing  proofs  that  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  Dutch  mode  of  cultixation  of  flax,  is,  that  all  the 
growers  are  independent,  and  many  of  them  have,  within  a  few  years,  risen  irom  very  humble  beginnings 
to  considerable  wealth. 

In  the  progress  of  my  several  tours  through  the  countries  that  I  have  visited,  I  made  it  a  particular 
point  to  examine,  with  care  and  attention,  the  soil  in  which  flax  is  grown,  and  to  ascertain  (if  possible) 
whether  these  places  possessed  any  local  advantages  for  the  cultivation  of  that  plant,  which  were  not 
also  possessed  by  the  growers  in  Ireland.  As  far  as  my  humble  judgment  serves,  I  coidd  not  observe, 
on  this  mission,  nor  call  to  mind,  from  the  experience  of  many  _years,  that  the  south  of  Ireland  does  not 
possess  every  requisite  to  admit  of  her  growing   llax  of  the   same  quality,  and  to  the  same  profit,  as  is 

experienced  "in  Holland;  which,  however,  cannot  be  d without  obtaining  the  seed,  and  presenting  the 

article  to  market   in  that  merchantable  shape  which   must  always  ensure  a  deman<l  and  a  renumerating 

'"'"why  so  g.'neral  an  opini.m  as  has  prevailed  in  Ireland,  for  a  s.'ries  .if  yars,  that  flax  which  gives 
seed  is  not  adapted  for  her  line  linens,  should  have  taken  place,  1  cannot  conjecture,  nor  is  it  here  necessary 
for  m<'  to  dwell  on;  but  I  can  undertake  to  assert,  without  fear  of  contrailietion,  that  I  have  seen  on  this 
tour,  tiax,  the  growth  of  Holland.  Zealand,  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  Franei',  that  lias  given  seed,  fully  equal 
in  tpialily  to  what  is  grown  in  other  coiuitries,  and  apjilied  to  the  manufacture  of  articles  of  as  fine  a 
texture  as  any  made  in  Ireland.  In  a  woicl,  the  growers  of  llax,  in  any  of  the  countries  I  have  named, 
would  he  considerc  d  as  persons  \-oiil  of  common  tuiderstaniling,  did  they  not  partake  of  every  advantage 
and  lien<'lit  which  nature  gives  to  the  llax  ciop;  or,  in  oIIk'i-  ti^rms,  if  the}'  did  not  save  the  seed  with  the 
same  care  as  is  usually  bestowed  on  every  descrijitiou  of  grain. 

Hull. 
The   soil    preferred  by  llii'  ctdti vat<irs  of  flax  in  the  Netherlands  is  a  deep,  loamy  clay,  or  what  they 
term  fat  land,  free  from  weeds,  and    capable  of  giving    wheat,    which  is,  in  almost  every  case,  the  pre- 
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vious  crop,  except  when  land,  after  producing  madder,  is  to  be  had,  which  is  esteemed  the  best  of  all; 
but  the  cultivation  of  that  plant  being  rather  limited,  it  is  rarely  to  be  met  in  quantity  compared  with 
wlieat  stubble;  it  is,  however,  a  general  practice  in  that  country  never  to  sow  flax  but  in  rich,  good  ground. 

Preparation  of  the  soil. 

The  mode  usually  followed  in  the  Nethoi-Iands  of  prci)aring  gnnind  f.r  flax,  if  from  wheat  stubble, 
(the  general  previous  crop)  is,  after  reaping,  to  have  it  i))ni\c'liiilclij  /ii/h/h/  pininiltnl,  and  lettolie  in  fallow 
until  the  ensuing  spring,  when  it  is  again  lightly plotujhril,  ]ii<'|>;Liali\cly  td  tlir  s(jwing  of  the  seed;  but 
if  grown,  after  a  madder  crop,  tlie  custom  is  to  give  a  light  ijlmighing  in  sjuing,  a  little  before  sowing. 

Somiirj. 

With  respect  to  the  seed  sown  in  Holland  and  Zealand,  it  is  invariably  either  Eiga  or  home-saved, 
none  other  being  used;  the  latter  is  sown  for  two,  sometimes  three  seasons  in  succession,  never  longer; 
and,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  Riga  seed  is  again  sown ;  but  some  of  the  rich  and  judicious  flax  boors  every 
year  sow  a  small  parcel  of  Riga  seed,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  constant  succession  of  fresh.  When  selecting 
seed  for  sowing,  either  of  Riga  or  home-saved,  the  most  scrupulous  attention  is  paid  to  procure  it  of  the 
best  and  cleanest  kind. 

As  to  the  quantitj'  snwn  in  any  given  portion  of  ground,  much  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  soil 
and  the  age  of  the  seed,  whicli  cxiirrirnce  alone  can  dctcrniinr;  but,  as  well  as  I  could  collect  information 
from  the  boors  on  this  sulijccl,  <nniiKiring  their  moasurcinent  with  the  English  and  Irish  acre,  the  quan- 
tity sown  bears  a  due  pr(i|i.nti<in  to  that  of  Riga  seed,  usually  sown  in  England  and  Ireland.  The  time 
of  "sowing  is  generally  between  the  end  of  March  and  middle  of  April. 

PuUinrj. 

In  the  Netherlands  and  France,  flax  is  always  allowed  to  arrive  at  maturity,  and  is  never  pulled, 
particularly  in  Holland  and  Zealand,  until  the  seed  is  perfectly  formed,  and  the  capsule  brown  and  hard, 
so  as  to  be  easily  disi>ngaged  from  the  stalk;  when  in  that  state,  it  is  pulled,  and  at  once  made  into  small 
sheaves,  which  aic  pluced  in  stocks  of  eight  to  the  stock,  the  root-ends  on  the  ground,  projecting,  and  the 
heads  meeting  at  llic  t(i|i  in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  the  entire  of  them  to  the  influence  of  the  air;  in 
this  way  it  remains  eight,  ten,  and  sometimes  fourteen  days,  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather. 
Should  occasional  rain  fall  at  this  time,  it  is  considered  of  great  service,  to  wash  off  the  impurities  and 
withered  leaves  which  attach  to  the  plant  when  ripening. 

Rip2:>ling. 

When  flax  is  sufficiently  dried,  it  is  taken  to  the  barn,  and  the  process  of  taking  off  the  seed  immedi- 
ately commences.  This  operation,  in  the  Netherlands,  is  chiefly  done  by  ripples,  or  iron  pins,  about 
sixteen  inches  long,  and  one  inch  square  at  the  bottom,  gradually  narrowing  at  the  top,  and  forming  into 
squares;  the  pins  are  fastened  into  a  block  of  timber,  above  four  inches  thick,  eighteen  inches  wide,  and 
made  in  the  form  of  an  octagon,  the  upper  part  sloped  off  so  as  to  let  the  boles  run  down  to  the  floor; 
those  pins  are  set  at  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  asunder,  thirty  of  them  in  each  block,  which  is  fastened, 
by  means  of  two  staples  and  wedges,  to  a  two-inch  plank,  that  rests  on  triple  trees  of  a  sufficient  height 
for  grown  persons  to  sit  on  whilst  rippling;  two  usually  work  at  the  same  ripple,  sitting  opposite  each 
other,  and  drawing  the  flax  alternately  through  the  teeth.  During  this  process,  great  care  is  taken  not 
to  let  it  slip  through  the  hands  so  as  to  entangle  the  root  ends,  which,  in  every  process,  are  kept  as  even 
as  possible.  When  the  seed  is  discharged,  the  flax  is  again  made  into  small  sheaves,  and  in  every 
instance  bound  together  by  plaited  cords,  three  and  a  half  feet  long,  made  of  strong  rushes,  that  usually 
last  for  years,  and  are  carefully  put  up  from  one  season  to  anotfter.  When  the  entire  quantity  of  flax 
prepared  for  rippling  has  undergone  that  operation,  the  boles  are  immediately  run  through  a  very  coarse 
screen,  sufficiently  open  to  admit  every  particle  of  waste  or  dirt  to  pass  through,  so  that  they  remain  free 
of  all  impurities.  The  waste  discharged  in  this  manner  is  used  by  bakers  in  heating  ovens,  and  the  bole, 
by  being  thus  cleaned,  remains  safe,  and  the  seed  can  be  kept  for  any  time  required.  The  mode  most 
approved  of  for  taking  the  seed  from  the  bole  is  to  thrash  it,  which  is  done  by  a  flail,  the  handle  of  which 
is  similar  to  a  common  one,  but  the  working  part  is  not  more  than  half  the  usual  length — about  four 
inches  diameter. 

The  hulls,  after  the  seed  is  discharged,  are  sold,  at  the  rate  of  two  pence  the  sack,  for  feeding  cattle 
in  the  winter.  They  are  chiefly  bought  by  Brabant  farmers,  who  mix  them  with  various  other  vegetables 
and  carrots,  which  they  grow  with  their  flax,  in  ground  suitable;  and  I  have  seen,  in  Brabant  particularly, 
numerous  fields,  with  flax  standing  to  dry,  and  the  peasantry  weeding  carrots  that  had  grown  with  it, 
and  which  appeared  in  a  prosperous  state. 

Streping. 

This  process  being  the  most  important  one  which  flax  undergoes,  and  (m  which  its  value,  in  a  groat 
measure,  depends,  claimed  my  most  serious  attention,  and  occupied  me  for  a  ciuisidoralile  time  in  observing 
it  in  detail,  as  performed  by  various  steepers,  and  with  flax  the  growth  of  ditferent  places. 

In  general,  the  steeping  pools  in  Holland  are  similar  to  what  are  known  in  Ireland  as  trenches  of 
water,  to  drain  and  divide  low  grounds,  such  as  abound  in  various  parts  of  the  south  and  west  provinces, 
particularly  where  the  soil  is  best  suited  to  the  growth  of  flax,  and  most  like  that  of  Holland  and  Zealand. 
Those  trenches,  in  the  summer  months,  are  grown  over  with  light  grass  and  weeds,  which  are  cut  a  little 
before  steeping  time,  from  the  edges  of  the  bank  only,  leaving  the  middle  and  the  trench  undisturbed. 
Previous  to  steeping,  a  sod  or  mud  bank  is  thrown  across  each  end  of  that  pcn-tion  of  the  trench  required, 
which  is  seldom  more  than  sixty  to  eighty  yards. 

•  In  making  those  banks,  the  mud,  for  the  distance  of  eleven  or  twelve  feet  from  each,  is  drawn  with 
iron  scrapers  from  the  middle  and  bottom  of  the  trench,  and  sloped  against  each  of  them,  leaving  a  space 
of  water,  free  from  weeds  and  mud,  sufficient  to  put  in  a  set  of  sheaves,  and  admit  of  a  pool,  eight  or  ten 
feet,  between  the  cross  bank  and  the  last  layer  of  flax.  The  steeping  pool  being  thus  prepared,  a  bundle 
of  sheaves  is  opened,  and  eight  of  them  laid  in  with  small  light  forks,  with  which  they  are  as  regularly 
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placed  as  if  laid  with  a  line,  each  sheaf  being  put  down  with  the  root-end  towards  the  cross  bank,  and 
the  top-end  towards  the  bottom  of  the  pool:  when  the  first  layer  is  down,  a  second  and  a  third  layer  of 
eig-ht  sheaves  is  put  in,  the  root-end  of  every  layer  meeting  the  bands  of  the  former  one,  and  all  placed 
in  an  oblique  direction.  When  three  layers,  or  twenty-four  sheaves,  (which  is  always  the  number  that  is 
put  in  at  a  time)  are  laid,  the  steepers,  who  are  provided  with  scrapers  and  forks,  draw  from  the  bottom 
of  the  trench,  mud,  slime,  weeds,  &c.,  &c.,  just  as  it  comes  to  hand,  and  which  they  place,  to  the  thickness 
of  six  or  eight  inches,  on  the  flax,  leaving  only  as  much  of  the  last  layer  uncovered  as  may  be  sufBcient 
to  receive  the  first  layer  of  the  next,  and  for  which  room  is  made  by  the  removal  of  the  mud,  slime,  &c., 
used  as  a  covering  for  the  former  layer. 

In  laying  on  the  mud,  great  care  is  taken  to  plaster  it  together,  and  so  combine  it  as  to  exclude  the 
air  and  light  completely  from  the  flax.*  The  entire  quantity  being  thus  placed  in  the  pool,  nothing 
appears  but  a  surface  of  mud.  The  next  operation  is  to  throw,  from  that  part  of  the  trench  not  wanted,  a 
sutficient  quantity  of  water  to  cover  the  entire  mass,  to  the  depth  of  six  or  eight  inches.  Although  the 
mode  of  throwing  the  water  into  the  steeping  pool  is  done  by  a  simple  ccmtrivance,  it  is  nevertheless 
worthy  of  observation — as  it  abridges  labor  and  saves  time — points  duly  appreciated  by  the  working 
classes  in  land.  This  business  is  performed  by  means  of  a  triangle,  made  of  slight  poles,  placed  across 
the  trench,  near  one  of  the  banks:  from  the  centre  of  the  triangle  is  suspended,  by  a  slight  cord,  a  chute, 
or  oblong  box,  capable  of  containing  about  five  or  six  gallons,  and  which  lies  at  a  small  depth  in  the 
water;  to  the  chute  is  attached  a  long  handle,  with  which  the  steeper  works  it,  and  so  throws  the  water 
into  a  cut,  made  in  one  corner  of  the  cross  bank,  by  which  it  is  conveyed  over  the  mud.  When  this  is 
done,  the  flax  remains  from  six  to  thirteen  days,  according  to  its  quality  and  the  temperature  of  the 
weather,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  properties  of  the  water  and  mud:  and  I  witnessed,  myself,  the  taking  out 
of  flax,  grown  in  Holland  and  Zealand,  some  of  which  had  been  steeped  in  seven  days,  whilst  others 
required  fourteen  to  prepare  it.  It  is  here  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  flax  growers  in  the  Netherlands 
carefully  watch  the  flax  during  the  steeping  process,  particularly  after  the  fifth  day,  when  they,  once  ia 
every  twenty-four  hours,  take  out  a  sheaf  with  a  fork,  and  examine  it;  if  not  sufiiciently  steeped,  it  is 
carefully  replaced  and  covered.  When  the  flax  is  found  sufficiently  steeped,  it  is  drawn  out  with  great 
care,  by  forks,  beginning  with  the  sheaves  last  laid  in,  one  sheaf  only  being  taken  out  at  a  time,  which 
is  turned  over  into  the  water,  to  disengage  the  mud  from  it,  when  it  is  gently  washed  in  the  pool,  and 
left  at  the  end  of  the  cross  bank  for  that  purpose;  after  washing,  it  is  laid  in  rows,  by  the  side  of  the 
pool,  to  drain,  from  which  it  is  spread  on  the  grass,  where  it  remains  until  the  cultivator  finds  it  ready 
for  breaking.  For  this  process  there  is  no  defined  time,  every  farmer  judging  for  himself  when  his  flax 
should  be  raised;  but  it  is  the  uniform  practice,  in  those  parts  of  France  and  the  Netherlands  where  I 
have  been,  to  c/raHS  all  flax  after  steeping;  no  regard  whatever  is  paid  to  the  situation  of  the  steeping 
pools  as  to  aspect;  those  which  I  saw  in  various  places  lay  in  every  direction,  nor  did  it  appear  to  me  to 
be  of  any  moment,  in  consequence  of  the  total  exclusion  of  the  light  and  air,  by  the  covering  of  mud,  &c. 
When  removing  the  flax  from  the  field  to  the  barn  or  store,  it  is  again  made  into  small  sheaves,  nearly  of 
an  equal  size,  twelve  of  which  are  bound  together,  similarly  to  what  they  were  when  going  to  be  steeped. 

Drying. 

.'^liouM  the  flax,  which  has  been  raised  from  the  ground,  be  found  partiallj'  damp,  which  often  hap- 
pens in  IldUand,  it  is  dried,  or  rather  aired,  on  what  is  called  a  kiln,  but  which  is  merely  a  brick  building 
in  an  open  space,  about  twelve  feet  long,  with  a  slight  brick  wall  in  the  centre,  and  projecting  walls  at 
each  end,  about  three  and  a  half  feet  deep.  The  fire  pit,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  building,  is 
from  two  to  three  feet  under  ground;  the  fuel  used  is  always  the  shoves  and  other  waste  that  drop  in 
scutching,  which  is  kept  continually  stirring,  so  as  throw  a  regular  and  gentle  heat  to  every  part  of  the 
plant,  wiiich  lies  across  strong  rods,  that  rest  on  each  end  of  the  projecting  walls.  When  the  flax  can  be 
cleaned  witlnait  this  process,  it  is  so  done;  but,  when  necessary,  it  is  performed  with  the  greatest  care. 
Immediately  after  the  flax  is  sufficiently  aired,  it  is  put  into  a  small  building,  air-tight,  where  it  remains 
until  it  cools. 

Putting  the  ilax  iiifn  this  building,  after  airing,  is,  I  believe,  what  gave  rise  to  the  idea  of  its  being 
stoved,  in  HdUanil,  |ircvi(iiis  \»  cleaning;  as  I  could  not  learn,  in  the  course  of  my  inquiries  on  that  sub- 
ject, that  such  a  practice  had  ever  exis'ted. 

Breaking  and    Sculvliing. 

In  the  Netherlands,  flax  is  always  broken  and  scutched  by  hand  machines — for  the  most  part,  with 
breakers  and  scutchers,  similar  to  those  known  in  many  parts  of  England,  where  flax  is  nmcli  grown, 
and  known,  also,  in  some  parts  of  Ireland.  In  one  part  of  Flanders,  a  hand  machine,  similar  to  that 
described  in  page  6,  is  used;  and  it  appears  to  be  very  applicable  to  those  districts  where  flax  is  grown 
in  small  quantities,  and  does  not  arrive  to  that  length  and  strength  of  staple  produced  in  the  rich  grounds 
of  many  parts  of  Munster.  In  no  instance,  however,  could  I  discover  that  any  kind  of  machinery,  worked 
by  moving  power,  was  ever  used  in  Holland;  but  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  throughout  the  Nether- 
lands, the  flax  plant  is  so  carefully  attended  to,  in  every  operation,  that  it  breaks  and  dresses  with  great 
facility  and  comparative  ease,  and  presents  a  more  finished  and  better  article  than  is  to  be  found  in  most 
other  countries. 

Whilst  viewing  the  treatment  of  flax  in  the  Netherlands,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  seeing 
cattle  of  every  kind  gia/Jng  in  the  field  where  it  was  steeping,  and  with  free  access  to  the  steeping  pools, 
the  water  of  which  in  Ireland  is  considered  to  be  highly  injurious  to  every  animal.  Having  questioned 
a  boor  on  this  matter,  he  told  me  he  never  knew  an  instance  of  cattle  being  injured  by  flax  water,  nor 
is  any  precaution  whatever  used  to  keep  them  from  it.  On  examining  the  water  in  which  the  flax  is 
steeped,  I  found  the  color  of  it  to  differ  much  from  that  of  the  flax  pools  in  Ireland;  and  I  am  led  to  think, 
on  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  the  vegetable  matters  whirh  arc  blended  with  the  mud,  when 
spread  over  the  flax,  being  decomposed  into  the  fermentative  pnncss  that  takes  place,  mingle  with  the 
mucilage  of  the  plant,  and  act  as  agents  to  neutralize  its  injuridus  qualities.  How  far  this  maj'  be  the 
case,  or  whether  the  plant,  being  ripe  before  watering,  and  totally  excluded  from  light  and  air  in  tliis 

•Only  one  Bet  of  layers  of  sheaves  in  depth  ia  put  in  each  steeping  pool  at  a  time,  it  being  found  injurious  to  the  flax  to  let  the 
discharge  of  mucilage  from  one  parcel  blend  with  another.     About  one  foot  of  water  is  in  the  pool  when  the  flax  ia  laid  in. 
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proccs.s,  may  pividucc  effects  different  from  those  in  Ireland,  I  .shall  not  pretend  to  .say;  but  the  fact  is  as 
1  have  described  it. 

That  tlic  mode  practiced  in  Holland,  Zealand,  Flanders,  and  France,  of  excluding  light  and  air  in  the 
steeping  of  fla.x,  has  a  powerful  effect  on  the  color  of  the  plant,  cannot  be  doubted;  and  that  the  proper- 
ties of  the  water  and  mud  emplr)yed  have  considerable  influence  in  that  point,  as  well  as  on  the  texture 
of  it,  is  eqmilly  certain,  and  is  fully  exemplified  in  each  of  those  countries,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing statement: 

In  that  part  of  Holland  where  flax,  the  growth  of  that  country  and  of  Zealand,  is  steeped,  and  wliere 
the  soil  is  dark,  and  of  a  slimy  nature,  the  water  soft  and  clear,  and  perfectly  suited  for  culinary  and 
other  domestic  uses,  it  is  found  that  it  comes  from  the  steeping  pool  of  a  dark  clay  color,  vuryim^-  only 
in  shades,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  or  mud,  with  which  it  is  covered;  but  every  ]iurcel  is  uni- 
formly of  one  color,  from  each  pool;  it  is,  likewise,  of  a  soft  and  silky  nature. 

In  Zealand,  when  flax  is  steeped,  as  in  Holland,  with  respect  to  the  exclusion  of  the  air  and  light,  it 
is  always  of  an  uniform  color;  but,  from  the  quality  of  the  water  and  soil,  conies  from  the  pool  of  a  light 
straw  color,  and  is  harder  in  its  nature  than  that  steeped  in  Holland.  This  is  attributed  to  the  bra'ck- 
i.shness  of  the  water  and  soil,  wliicli  pnrg(>s  the  plant  in  the  steeping  pools,  and  deprives  it  of  its  extrac- 
tive matter;  so  much  so,  tliat  it  is  ciili-iilated  to  lose,  in  steeping,  in  Zealand,  from  20  to  25  per  cent, 
more  than  when  stceiir.l  in  Ibillaiid  For  this  reason,  the  Dutch  flax  boors  bring  the  flax  that  they  grow 
in  Zealand  from  the  held,  dried  with  the  boles  on  it,  to  be  steeped,  &c.,  at  home,  often  fifty  and  sixty 
miles  distant.  When  flax,  in  Zealand,  is  not  steeped  with  the  same  care  as  in  Holland,  by  excluding  it 
from  the  air  and  light,  with  mud  and  slime,  it  comes  from  the  pool  precisely  as  it  does  in  many  parts  of 
the  south  and  west  of  Ireland,  of  various  colors  and  qualities,  even  in  one  strick,  or  bunch,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  sells,  at  all  times,  in  the  Rotterdam  market,  at  an  under  price,  for  inferior  work. 
This  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  exclusion  of  light  and  air  in  the  steeping  process. 

In  Flanders,  where  the  soil  is  lighter  in  quality  and  color,  and  the  water  clearer  and  fresher,  than  in 
Holland,  the  flax  is  some  shades  brighter  than  that  steeped  in  Holland;  but  not  of  the  straw  color,  or 
harsh  descrijition  of  tliat  steeped  in  Zealand;  it  is,  however,  uniformly  of  one  shade  from  every  steeping 
pool,  doubtless  in  consequence  of  the  exclusion  of  light  and  air. 

In  France,  where  tlie  soil  is  still  lighter  than  in  Flanders,  the  flax  is  of  a  lighter  color  than  in  that 
country  or  liollaiiil,  and  is  between  a  straw  and  clay  color,  neither  so  hard  as  the  Zealand  flax,  nor  so 
soft  as  that  steeped  in  Holland;  it  is,  however,  like  all  the  others,  wlieii  excluded  from  the  light  and  air, 
of  one  color  from  every  pool;  nor  did  I  see,  in  the  course  of  my  exaiiiiiiation  of  flax,  in  the  several  coun- 
tries I  visited,  any  of  that  article  striped  in  color,  or  of  different  (inalities,  in  one  head,  or  strick,  but 
that  grown  in  a  part  of  Zealand — where  the  cultivation  may  be  said  to  be  in  its  infancy,  as  compared  to 
other  places. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me,  from  every  information  I  have  received,  and  from  the  best  con- 
sideration I  have  given  the  subject,  according  to  my  humble  judgment,  that  the  exclusion  of  the  light  and 
air  from  the  flax,  in  the  steeping  process,  as  practiced  in  the  Netherlands  and  France,  form  the  most 
important  points  in  the  treatment  of  that  plant;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  due  attention  to  the  mode 
practiced  in  these  countries  would  eventually  lead  to  the  cultivation  of  flax,  in  Ireland,  on  a  scale  that 
would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  landlords,  tenantry,  and  ))easaiitiv,  of  tiie  country. 

With  respect  to  the  regulations  in  those  countries  for  dividin,e-  the  llax  into  different  "sorts,  or  num- 
bers, according  to  its  fineness  or  coarseness,  there  is  no  law  or  public  examination,  as  in  Petersburg  and 
Riga — nor  does  there  seem  to  be  the  smallest  necessity  for  such  a  measure;  the  flax  growers  themselves, 
being  sensible  of  the  advanta,i;-cs  (leri\-e<l  fVom  a  regular  system,  carefully  assort  each  quality  before  they 
offer  it  for  sale,  and  set  a  price  on  it  accordingly.  On  this  point,  the  merchants  are  equally  particular; 
as  they  separate,  with  great  care,  every  ([uality  they  purchase.  In  making  up  for  a  foreign  market, 
there  is  no  rule  as  to  the  size  of  the  bundle,  or  pack,  the  merchant  being  governed  by  the  orders  of  his 
correspondents,  who,  for  the  most  part,  differ  in  respect  to  the  size  of  them,  some  directing  them  to  be 
made  up  in  bales  of  one  cwt.,  while  others  order  them  in  bales  of  four  and  six  cwt. 

On  a  recent  examination,  by  Mr.  Bander,  of  Kew,  of  the  material  which  covers  the  Egyptian  mum- 
mies, it  is  found  to  be  made  from  flax,  some  of  it  plain  linen,  and  some  of  it  from  twisted  yarn,  similar  to 
sewing  thread,  varying  in  the  quality  of  the  texture,  according,  (as  it  is  supposed)  to  the  rank  of  the 
deceased.  In  making  this  discovery,  Mr.  Bander  ascertained  that  the  fibres  of  the  flax  plant  are  cylin- 
drical tubes,  the  surface  presenting  a  spiral  appearance. 

The  fact  of  the  fibre  of  the  flax  being  a  tube,-  appears  to  me  to  elucidate,  most  clearly,  the  cause  of 
the  slowness  in  the  fermentive  process  of  the  finer  plants,  compared  with  the  coarser,  (2)  being  an  equal 
portion  in  circumference  of  the  fine,  contains  a  greater  number  of  fibres  or  C3dinders,  of  more  minute 
dimensions,  than  the  coarse,  and  do  not,  therefore,  dischar,L;'e  the  air  and  mucilcge  (3)  so  rapidity  as  the 
latter,  which  is  composeil  of  considerable  quantities  of  wooil,  ami  less  fibre  than  the  fine;  it  likewise 
demonstrates  the  necessity  for  depriving  the  plant,  belore  steepin,e-,  of  the  bole  or  capsule,  which  may  be 
said  to  act  as  a  stopper  to  the  fibres  or  cylinders,  and  actually  seals  them  at  the  tops,  thereby  preventing 
the  necessary  discharge  until  the  bole  separates  from  the  plant,  which  it  always  does  with  great  uncer- 
tainty; thus  occasioning  portions  of  it  to  be  over-steeped,  and  other  parts  not  sufficiently  done,  which 
causes  the  variety  of  colors,  and  ine(|iuLlity  of  textuie,  so  often  found  in  Irish  flax. 

In  Russia,  and  in  every  othei-  |iarl  of  the  continiiit,  llax  is  deprived  of  the  bole  before  steeping,  and 
it  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  tlax  grow  n  in  li'eland,  gemrally  speaking,  is  the  most  irregularly  prepared  for 
market  of  any  in  Europe,  thou,gh  the  soil  of  the  country  is  at  least  equally  fertile,  and  tlie  climate  as 
congenial  as  that  of  Holland,  or  the  provinces  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic. 

The  mellowness  and  evenness  of  every  description  of  continental  linen,  so  well  known  and  admired 
by  those  acquainted  with  that  manufacture,  is  considered  to  arise  from  the  superior  quality  of  the  flax  of 
which  it  is  composed — in  the  |ii<'|iaiatioii  of  which  the  ,i;-reatest  pains  arc  taken.  Viewing,  therefore,  the 
treatment  of  this  valuable  plant  in  the  Xcilieilands,  in  all  its  bearings,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  greater 
art  (if  such  it  maybe  called)  of  iiroducin,!;-  it  oi'  a  lntler  ciualily,  and  in  a  more  merchantable  form.than  it 
is  done  iji  Ireland',  rest  solely  on  a  well  regulated  .system,  from  which  no  person  deviates,  from  the  sower 
of  the  seed  to  the  export  merchant. 

Note  1.  In  speaking  of  the  qualities  of  the  soil  in  Holland,  Flanders,  ami  France,  I  allude  to  those 
places  only  where  I  have  seen  flax  cultivated. 
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Note  2.  It  is  well  known  to  those  conversant  with  the  treatment  of  flax  in  Ireland,  that  the  fine  plant 
requires  more  time  to  steep  than  the  coarse.  It  is  also  known  that  the  top  ends  are  not  so  well  steeped 
as  the  other  parts.  Allowing  the  capsule  to  remain  on  the  plant  in  the  steeping  process,  seems  to  account 
for  the  latter  defect. 

Note  3.  The  mucilage,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  resin  of  the  flax,  is  a  permanent  dye,  from 
which  a  variety  of  shades  of  color  has  been  obtained. 


Extract  of  a  Idtcr  from  Mr. ,  of  France,  to  Peter  Bernard,  Esq.,  dated  — 

London,  August  23,  1822. 

In  answer  to  your  question  respecting  the  causes  of  the  different  appearances  of  Irish  and  Dutch 
flax,  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you,  as  follows,  the  best  solution  in  my  power. 

The  Irish  mode  of  steeping  flax,  compared  with  that  used  in  Holland,  is  defective  in  principle,  and 
injurious  in  the  result,  to  those  qualities  essential  to  constitute  a  good  article. 

When  flax  is  steeped  in  a  green  state,  whilst  the  plant  has  not  yet  attained  maturity,  it  is  plain  that 
all  the  fibre  of  which  it  was  susceptible  is  not  formed;  and  its  constituent  principles,  being  but  imper- 
fectly combined,  are  the  easier  separated,  This  occasions  substantial  loss.  The  carbon  which  should  go 
to  form  the  fibre,  is,  by  the  process  of  fermentation,  sent  ofi'  in  the  shape  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which, 
rising  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  escapes,  and  forms  that  dck^terious  atmosphere,  so  fatal  to  animal 
existence.  Again,  the  flax  being  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  light,  becomes  variegated,  and  the 
decomposition  is  so  rapid  and  tumultuous,  that  not  only  much  of  the  tender  plant  is  destroyed,  but  the 
volatile  products  fly  off,  and,  meeting  no  resistance,  mix  with  the  air,  forming  a  mixture  of  sulphurated 
and  ammoniated  hydrogen,  which  is  but  too  evident  to  the  olfactory  senses  of  those  who  come  within  the 
sphere  of  the  nauseous  and  noxious  effluvia.  The  defence  set  up  in  favor  of  this  mode,  namely,  that  the 
younger  the  plant  the  finer  the  tissue,  even  if  true,  I  doubt  would  compensate  for  the  actual  waste 
occasioned. 

In  Holland,  the  flax  is  not  put  to  steep  until  at  perfect  maturity,  and,  even  then,  it  is  coA'ered  over 
in  the  steep  with  a  thick  layer  of  earth  and  mud,  wliicli,  while  it  defends  the  flax  from  the  action  of  light, 
furnishes  certain  ailiiiitics,  whicii  do  not  fail  to  take  up  and  form,  with  the  substance  thrown  off  by  the 
fermentation,  insoluble  (•(inip(iun<ls,  such  as  earthy  carbonates,  sulphates,  &c,,  and  thus  it  is  that  the  tissue 
Buffers  less,  and  maintains  its  uniform  quality  and  color. 


No.  1. 

Ejrtract  of  a  letter  from  manufacturers  in  New  York,  dated  — 

July  20,  1824. 

Wo  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th,  desiring  information 
respecting  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  hemp  in  the  United  States;  and  it  aftbrds  us  much  pleasure 
to  comply  with  your  request,  as  far  as  our  own  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  subjects,  together  with 
the  hints  derived  from  otlu'r  n'spectabh.  sii\irccs,  may  enable  us. 

A  CDiisidcralilc  iM.rtion  (if  the  hinds  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  is  well 
adapteil  to  tlic  pr(ilital>lf  cuituic  df  hcmii.  It  uiay  also  be  grown  to  advantage  in  several  of  the  counties 
of  the  State  of  iNew  \  mk,  and  on  the  borders  of  tiie  Connecticut  river;  or,  indeed,  in  any  of  the  middle 
and  eastern  States,  where  the  soil  is  composed  of  a  rich  loam,  or  on  alluvial  bottoms. 

Kentucky  is  the  only  State  where  it  is  at  present  raised  in  any  considerable  quantity,  and  the  crop 
of  last  year,  in  that  last  State  alone,  was  probably  from  500  to  1,000  tons,  which  is  manufactured  chiefly 
into  cotton  bagging  and  the  coarser  kind  of  ropes,  such  as  bale  rope,  &c. 

With  respect  to  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  cultivated,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  our 
belief  that  Kentucky  alone  can  furnish  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  consumption  of  the  United  States. 

Hemp  being  an  exhausting  crop,  it  is  said  that  the  best  of  land  will  not  advantageously  bear  a 
succession  of  more  than  three  crops;  but,  in  Kentucky,  it  has  been  ascertained  by  experience  that  the 
land,  by  being  afterwards  |)ut  into  grass,  especially  clover,  will,  in  three  years,  be  restored  to  its  ability 
to  produce  a  fmtlicr  sun-cssion  df  ihrce  crops  of  hemp. 

The  quanlily  ..I'taimil  IV.mi  an  arrc,  by  the  ordinary  process  of  rotting  and  preparing  the  hemp,  is 
from  500  to  800  [lounds;  but  when  cleaned  in  an  unrotted  state,  it  is  supposed  that  the  yield  will  be  from 
one-half  to  two-thirds  more.  The  perfection  to  which  machinery  for  cleaning  hemp,  both  in  a  rotted  and 
unrotted  state,  is  now  brought,  warrants  the  conclusion  that,  in  a  short  time,  it  will  be  in  general  use. 

The  ordinary  mode  of  sowing  the  seed  is  considered  to  be  defective,  from  the  small  quantity  put 
into  the  ground.  At  present,  a  bushel  and  a  quarter  is  the  usual  quantity,  which  produces  too  rank  a 
growth,  and,  of  course,  the  fibre  is  coarse  and  harsh.  It  is  said  by  judicious  farmers  that,  upon  rich  soil, 
two  bushels  of  seed,  at  least,  ought  to  be  used  to  the  acre. 

The  hemp  of  this  country,  before  rotting,  is  fully  equal  to  any  hemp  of  foreign  growth;  the  texture 
of  the  fibre,  generally,  resembling  that  of  tiie  St.  IVtersburg  and  Archangel,  and  the  finest  kinds  being 
fully  equal  to  the  best  Riga. 

The  price  of  St.  Petersburg  clean  hemp  here,  at  the  present,  is  1110  per  ton.  [The  average  price 
for  this  kind  may  be  taken  at  $180  to  $200  per  ton.]  Riga  is  worth  $10  to  $20  more;  while  American 
(solely  from  the  imperfect  manner  of  rotting  it)  sells  now  for  about  $110  per  ton. 

Our  hemp  is  almost  invariably  what  is  termed  dew-rotted,  and  experience  has  satisfactorily  shown 
that -cordage  made  of  licnip  ..f  this  (losnipi  i,,i],  is  by  no  means  so  durable  as  that  m&Aa  oi  water-rotted 
hemp;  and  the  foreign  hemps,  aliove  nientiimed,  are  all  water-rotted.  Beiv-rotted  hemp  does  not  retain 
the  tar  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  cordage  from  the  effects  of  the  wet,  and  without  tar  it  is  inju- 
riously affected  by  the  water,  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  water-rotted  hemp. 
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In  order  to  mako  our  liemp  oqnal  to  any  of  foreign  growth,  and  to  supply  its  place  altogether,  as 
far  as  quality  is  coik  rnicil,  n.ithiiiL;  I'urther  is  necessary  than  that  it  be  water-rolled,  or  prepared  without 
rotting,  if,  upon  piopi  r  inv('stij;at  h.ii,  it  be  found  that  the  machines  which  have  been  constructed  for  the 
purpose  will  make  tlie  hemp  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  cordage. 

We  have  long  and  anxiously  looked  forward  to  an  improvement  in  the  culture  and  preparation  of 
the  hemp  of  our  own  country,  and  inquiries  which  we  have  diligently  made  have  resulted  in  the  convic- 
tion that  the  expense  and  difficulties  of  water-rotting  hemp  have  been  much  overrated  with  us.  It  was 
tried  upon  a  small  scale,  in  Orange  county,  in  this  State,  the  last  year,  in  wooden  tanks,  and  the  experi- 
ment resulted  very  satisfactorily. 

The  usual  mode  of  water-rotting  hemp  is  to  steep  the  plants  in  pools  of  standing  wat«r,  or  in 
clear  and  running  water.  The  length  of  time  required  for  steeping  is  various,  and  a  complete  knowledge 
of  it  can  only  be  attained  by  practice;  much  will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  temperature  of  the  water. 
In  some  cases,  ten  to  eleven  days  may  be  necessary,  whereas,  in  others,  four,  five,  or  six,  will  be  suffi- 
cient. The  slenderest  hemp  is  said  to  require  the  most  soaking,  and  the  operation  is  known  to  be  iinished 
by  the  heart  separating  easily  from  the  reed  or  woody  part.  The  bundles  should  be  laid  in  the  water 
crosswise  upon  each  other,  taking  particular  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  they  lie  when  put  in,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  taken  out  without  difficulty. 

Fine  and  soft  fibred  hemp  is  the  best:  ours  is  too  frequently  the  reverse,  owing  to  the  seed  being 
too  sparingly  sown.  The  strongest  and  richest  land  will,  of  course,  yield  the  most  abundant  crop;  but 
that  which  is  poorer  will  produce  tiii>  limst  aiid  sultcsi  iicmp.  Hemp  which  has  stood  for  seed  is  not 
considered  equal  to  that  which  is  imllcil  licturc  it  is  ripe;  consequently,  it  would  seem  proper  to  set  apart 
a  piece  of  ground  upon  which  to  ripen  seed  for  a  suliscMpieut  season,  and  the  seed  thus  raised  will  be  bet- 
ter than  that  raised  in  the  common  way. 

The  foreign  hemp  received  here  is  not  generally  of  as  good  quality  as  is  produced  in  the  places 
where  it  is  grown.  It  is  frequently  old  hemp,  having  in  part  lost  its  strength.  It  is,  moreover,  all  more 
or  less  injured  on  the  voyage,  by  being  heated  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  and  in  many  instances  very 
materially  so,  even  in  cargoes  which  are  here  deemed  merchantable.  If  we  would  require  any  additional 
inducement  to  encourage  the  cultivation  and  proper  management  of  the  hemp  of  our  own  soil,  so  as  to 
avoid  a  dependence  upon  foreign  countries  for  this  indispensable  requisite  in  the  equipment  of  our  ships, 
both  national  and  of  private  character,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  supply  of  foreign  hemp,  at  all 
times  precarious,  has,  on  some  occasions,  been  sadly  deficient. 

We  have  been  furnished,  lately,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  with 
a  small  quantity  of  water-rotted  hemp,  grown  on  Connecticut  river;  we  have  also  obtained  a  similar 
quantity  of  hemp,  raised  in  Kentucky,  prepared  and  dressed  by  machinery,  without  watering  or  exposure 
to  dew.  Both  these  hemps  look  extremely  well,  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  make  strong  cordage.  It  is 
our  intention  to  have  some  of  each  parcel  spun  and  prepared  for  cordage,  in  precisely  the  same  manner, 
to  be  made  into  ropes  of  the  same  size  and  weight,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  then  to  test  their  comparative 
and  respective  strength  with  a  rope  of  the  best  Russia  hemp,  of  similar  size  and  similarly  made  in  every 
respect.  The  result,  with  any  remarks  which  may  be  deemed  pertinent,  shall  be  communicated  to  you  as 
soon  as  the  experiment  shall  have  been  made,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  in  about  a  fortnight. 

We  consider  that  the  foregoing  remarks  upon  the  quality  of  hemp  are  equally  applicable,  whether 
it  be  converted  into  cloth,  twine,  or  cordage.  Hitherto  cordage  has  constituted  the  almost  entire  con- 
sumption of  hemp.     A  considerable  quantity,  we  conceive,  will  now  be  wrought  into  cotton  bagging. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  of  canvaa,  at  Patert^on,  'New  Jersey,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  dated  — 

August  9,  1824. 

I  should  have  before  replied  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  under  date 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  but  being  in  a  great  measure  unacquainted  with  the  subject  on  which  you  required 
information,  I  have  been  since  engaged  in  procuring  as  much  as  opjiortunity  afforded  me,  and  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  communicate  the  result  of  my  inquiries.  I  would  here,  however,  observe,  that,  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  one  from  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commission- 
ers, on  the  subject  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  flax,  which,  having  answered,  if  it  were  necessary 
to  your  purpose,  I  could,  and  would,  with  pleasure,  furnish  a  copy. 

It  appears,  from  all  I  can  learn,  that  hemp  may  be  produced  in  any  soil;  in  Russia  it  is  indigenous, 
found  in  all  the  south  and  middle  parts,  and  even  on  the  Uralian  mountains,  though  the  general  ojjinion 
seems  to  be  that  the  greater  crops  are  produced  from  that  which  is  a  deep  black  mould,  formed  from  the 
decomposition  of  vegetable  matter;  until  the  texture  is  apparent,  its  situation  should  be  low,  with  some 
small  degree  of  moisture.  This  description  of  soil  will  produce  hemp  in  greater  abundance  than  any 
other,  and  every  State  in  the  Union  possesses  more  or  less  thereof:  this  State,  in  particular,  has  a  full  share, 
together  with  the  convenience  of  market  for  the  sale,  and  a  plentifulness  of  that  description  of  manure 
which  would  best  answer  to  restore  the  land  to  its  former  state. 

The  land  is  prepared,  by  some,  with  three,  by  others  with  four  ploughings,  after  it  is  manured; 
immediately  after  one  crop  is  removed,  'tis  usual  in  England  to  plough  and  harrow;  the  same  tiling  is 
again  gone  through  with  early  in  the  spring,  and  afterwards,  just  before  the  seed  is  sown;  this  makes 
its  condition  perfectly  mellow,  and  renders  it  free  from  all  kinds  of  weeds;  in  our  country,  if  the  ground  be 
broken  twice  with  the  plough,  and  once  harrowed,  it  seems  to  be  considered  sufficient;  and  in  Russia, 
less  pains  still  is  taken,  besides  being  more  imperfectly  done. 

The  seed  for  hemp,  as  for  flax,  siiouid  Ix'  wciglity.  and  of  a  bright  color;  good  soils  will  admit  of 
three  bushels  to  the  acre;  not  less  than  two  should  l>c  nsid  where  one  and  a  half  bushels  are  now  put 
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coarse,  both  being  of  the  same  diameter.  The  seed  is  sown  in  a  broadcast  manner,  as  early  as  the 
climate  will  admit,  and  covered  in  with  the  harrow.  Drilling  is  sometimes  resorted  to  in  England,  under 
the  irnpression  that  the  early  growth  of  the  plant  is  promoted;  but  the  broadcast  is  preferred.  The  seed 
may  be  put  in  in  April,  the  frost?  l)ping  over  even  earlier,  as  the  plants  are  more  vigorous,  and  less 
affected  by  the  different  subsciincut  <.]iciations  they  have  to  undergo. 

There  are  few  soils  in  this  c  mul  ry  tliat  could  not  produce,  or  be  made  to  produce,  hemp;  and  repeated 
crops  may  be  obtained,  as  advanla.^i'niisly  to  the  ground,  from  the  same  piece  of  land,  with  proper  atten- 
tion, and  as  little  exhaustion,  as  aliiios(  any  other  vegetable  production.  It  is  asserted  that,  in  Suffolk, 
in  England,  it  has  been  grown  for  scvcnly  years  in  succession,  on  the  same  spot  of  ground,  and,  by  con- 
tinually manuring,  the  ground  would  lie  nstmed,  and  it  might  be  grown  forever. 

After  it  is  sown,  the  management  of  the  crop  is  attended  with  very  little  trouble;  when  it  is  properly 
ripe,  it  is  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  the  mould  well  shaken  off,  and  laid  up  in  what  are  called  bails.  If  the 
hemp  be  intended  for  a  seed  crop,  it  should  be  perfectly  ripe;  but  if  for  manufacturers'  use,  it  should  be 
pulled  earlier,  as  the  coloring  matter  is  then  more  easily  extracted,  and  the  hemp  has  less  tow,  besides 
that  it  is  generally  believed  the  fibre  is  stronger.  The  next  process  which  the  plants  undergo  is  termed 
rotting — one  method  is  denominated  dew,  the  other  watei'-rotting;  and  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that 
the  latter  is  to  be  greatly  preferred.  It  affords  much  the  finest,  strongest,  and  longest  staple  hemp.  The 
former  process,  however,  is  practiced  in  our  country  almost  universally;  in  fact,  except  on  Connecticut 
river,  I  have  heard  of  no  other  place  where  the  method  is  pursued ;  and  there,  water-rotting  is  but 
imperf\3ctly  managed  both  as  to  economy  and  usefulness.  To  dew-rot  the  hemp,  the  stalks,  immediately 
after  they  are  pulled,  are  spread  on  the  ground,  as  thinly  as  possible,  where  they  are  left  three  or  four 
weeks,  occasionally  turned;  and,  in  this  situation,  they  are  subject  to  all  the  variableness  of  our  climate, 
which  is  so  fluctuating  and  uncertain  that  hemp  is  materially  injured  before  the  farmer  is  aware  of  it,  or 
could  conveniently  prevent  it;  the  fibre  is  then  generally  weakened  by  being  burnt  up  with  the  sun,  or 
from  too  long  exposure  and  excessive  wet.  Even  in  England,  where  the  climate  is  much  more  favorable 
for  this  process,  the  greatest  care  and  attention  will  scarcely  prevent  injury;  and  it  is  never  resorted  to 
when  the  hemp  is  the  object,  as  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find,  on  examination,  that  the  hemp  is  deteriorated 
in  quality  from  too  long  exposure;  in  addition,  also,  the  risk  of  damage.  This  is  th '  most  troublesome 
and  longest  ])nM-ess;  tor,  in  water-rt>tting,  the  hemp  is  never  handled,  after  it  is  put  into  the  water,  until 
the  process  is  coiniileted ;  it  is  then  taken  out,  tied  into  rather  small  bundles,  placed  upright  between  two 
ropes,  exleiiiled  (  parallel  to  each  other)  across  a  lot,  and  from  this  position  it  is  protected  from  the  effects 
of  the  rain,  as  also  it  is  exposed  to  dry  much  sooner.  The  hemp,  after  it  is  pulled,  is  carried  to  a  deep 
pond,  or  wooden  tank  of  standing  water;  it  is  placed  thereon,  bundle  upon  bundle,  cross-wise,  and  when 
the  pond  is  filled,  the  whole  should  be  completely  immersed  in  the  water  by  loading  it  with  heavy  pieces 
of  timber;  in  four  or  five  days,  the  process  being  finished,  it  is  taken  out  and  dried  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  the  manner  explained  before.  Another  method  of  rotting  has  been  suggested  in  France,  and  practiced 
successfully:  the  water  is  heated  to  a  temperature  of  72  to  75  degrees  of  Reaumer,  dissiilving  in  it  a 
quantity  of  green  soap,  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  forty-eight  of  hemp;  the  quantity  of  water  composed 
with  the  hemp  should  be  as  one  to  forty;  the  hemp  is  thrown  in,  and  the  vessel  covered  over,  and  in  two 
or  three  hours,  it  appears,  the  hemp  is  fully  steeped.  If  this  process  should  be  found  to  answer,  it  is  by 
far  the  most  convenient  of  any  yet  known,  unless  the  application  of  steam  prove  as  effectual,  or  more  so, 
without  the  addition  of  soap. 

After  the  hemp  is  rotted,  it  is  to  be  broken.  A  coarse  and  fine  break  is  sometimes  used  in  England, 
but  the  rollers  of  the  lint  mill  are  preferred,  because  of  its  being  more  expeditiously  performed.  In  our 
country,  they  use  what  is  called  a  hemp-mill;  which  is  a  large,  heavy  stone,  formed  like  a  sugar  loaf,  with 
the  small  end  cut  off — such  a  form  as  is  generally  used  for  grinding  white  lead;  a  shaft  is  run  through  it,  and 
it  is  made  to  revolve  in  a  circle;  when  passing  on  a  plane,  the  hemp  becomes  crushed  and  broken  by  the 
stone,  and  is  siiliseipiently  swingled.  The  rollers  of  the  lint-mill  are,  however,  thought  to  be  better; 
and  my  own  (i|iiiiiou  is,  that  Mr.  S.  Swartwout's  machine  for  breaking  flax  would  answer  better  than  any 
other  mode  which  is  now  practiced. 

The  average  crop,  per  acre,  in  America,  England,  and  Russia,  has  been  estimated  as  follows: 
America  400  lbs.;  En,gland,  650  lbs.;  Russia,  500  lljs.  The  jiresent  price  of  American  dew-rotted,  is  $115 
per  ton,  that  of  Kussia  <!l"0  per  ton. 

Till'  cultivation  ol'  this  plant  would,  no  doubt,  be  of  great  national  benefit — not,  perhaps,  arising 
immediately  from  the  indduetion  of  hemp,  but  the  absolute  necessity,  almost,  of  being  independent  of 
tiiis  artii'le  IVoin  I'orei'j.ii  eounlries  in  time  of  war,  and  the  great  value  it  is  susceptible  of  attaining  from 
llie  nianuraetiuc  in  our  eoiinliy.  There  is,  perhaps,  except  in  England,  a  greater  quantity  of  hemp  con- 
snine(l  than  in  any  olhei-,  in  the  niannl'aeture  of  cordage,  sail-cloth,  cotton  bagging,  and  in  numerous 
qualities  of  ordinary  cloths.  The  certainty  of  a  market  would,  no  doubt,  very  nmch  tend  to  increase 
the  cultivation;  and  a  demand  might  be  created  by  protecting  the  manufacturer  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
admit  of  his  paying  the  farmer  such  a  price  for  the  raw  material  as  would  bring  the  gain  and  demand  for 
the  article  to  apar  with  any  advantage  he  might  obtain  from  any  other  article  of  vegetable  production. 
The  hemp  nian\iraetured  into  cordage  is  generally  brought  from  abroad.  I  have  written  to  a  manufacturer 
on  the  sulijeet,  and  Avhen  1  obtain  the  infoi-mation  1  have  solicited  and  expect,  it  will  be  transmitted  to 
you.  In  my  mill  1  have  spun,  lor  elotli  only,  about  two  tons.  Not  having  been  properly  prepared,  I 
discontinu'd  the  use  of  it;  however,  the  ma('hinery  I  possess  will  spin  hemp  as  well  as  flax,  and  hereafter, 
I  may  he  indueid  to  turn  my  attention  to  it  again.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  I  am  the  only  person  in  the 
United  ."States  that  will  attempt  to  spin  liy  machinery — I  mean  fine  threads,  capable  of  making  duck. 

To  prepare  the  hem]i  for  spimiing,  it  is  haekled  on  three  tools,  to  reduce  it  to  the  same  fineness  with 
flax,  which  is  reduced  mi  two  to.ils,  and  in  the  proci^ss  \vc  make  use  of  oil  to  supply  that  elasticity  which 
naturally  it  does  not  possess.  All  suliseipieiil  |)rocesses  are  the  same  as  flax,  the  machinery  being  only 
altered  in  the  draft  from  roller  to  roller,  to  eoniorm  to  the  len.gth  of  the  staple;  it  is  also  susceptible  of 
being  altered,  that  it  may  he  made  to  spin  the  shortest  tow,  and  longest  hemp. 

I  would,  as  it  re-'anis  my  own  interest,  prel'er  to  make  use  of  the  American  hemp,  were  it  as  good 
as  the  I'oieign,  ol-  iduhl  1  sul.siiiiite  it  for  the  same  purpose;  but,  as  the  reputation  of  a  manufacturer 
depends  on  tlie  ipialii\-  of  his  Liooijs,  it  is  alisoluiely  necessary  the  raw  material  should  be  of  the  best 
(puility;   and  it  is  a  fact,  that  neilher  the  llax  nor  hemp  of  this  country  are  of  such  a  quality  as  to  justify 
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No.  3. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  mainfacturer,  dated  — 

Kki'tember  25,  1824. 
Tlio  cultivatidii  of  lieinp  I  am  ridt  acciuaintcd  with;  one  inip(irtaiit  defect  in  tlie  American  hemp  is 
in  the  preparation  for  dressing  it,  in  the  dew-rotted  instead  of  water-rotted  state,  as  in  Russia.  There  is 
in  hemp  an  oily  substance,  wliich  the  dew-rot  destroys  and  the  water-rot  preserves;  this  oil  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  life  of  the  hemp.  Water-rotted  hemp  has  a  brig-ht,  silky  appearance;  dew-rotted  has  a 
dark,  husky  appearance;  di  w-rotted  will  not  stand  the  water  when  manufactured,  and  will  not  answer 
for  cables  or  standing  rigging.  I  have  manufactured,  in  the  last  six  years,  nearly  three  thousand  tons 
of  cordage,  and  during  that  tune  there  has  not  been  twenty  tons  of  American  hemp  in  the  market;  the 
quality,  when  compared  with  that  from  Russia,  is  so  inferior,  that  our  ship  owners  will  not  purchase  the 
cordage;  and  I  must  again  repeat,  that  the  principal  cause  of  this  defect  is  in  the  manner  of  rotting  it, 
and  wliy  the  mode  of  dew-rotting  is  practiced  I  cannot  say.  There  have  been  two  lots  of  American  hemp 
sold  recently  in  New  York,  of  twenty  tons  each;  one  parcel  brought  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton,  and 
the  other  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  ton;  the  reason  why  this  difference,  one  lot  was  not  properly 
dressed,  which  is  the  case  of  much  of  the  Kentucky  hemp.  Russia  hemp,  at  the  same  time,  sold  at  from 
one  hundred  and  sixti'-tive  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  per  ton. 


No.  4. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  of  hemp,  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  dated  — 

October  .30,  1824. 

I  have  given  to  the  inquiries  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  make,  on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation 
and  manufacture  of  hemp,  all  the  consideration  my  desire  to  comply  with  your  wishes  would  suggest, 
and  now  beg  leave,  with  diffidence,  to  submit  the  result.  Being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cordage 
for  twenty-five  years,  the  article  of  hemp  has  been  of  primary  importance.  For  several  years  we  used 
Virginia  hemp  chiefly;  believing  it  to  be  of  good  stapk',  and  only  requiring  pains  in  preparing  it,  we  took  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  in  urging  the  growers  of  it  to  be  particular  in  curing  and  cleaning  it.  In  the  years 
1809  and  '10,  Russia  hemp  being  scarce  and  very  high,  we  urged  on  Messrs.  Caruthers,  of  Lexington, 
Virginia,  (large  dealers  in  the  article)  and  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  best  hemp  country,  the 
advantage  and  necessity  of  improving  it,  and  contracted  to  give  them  $290  per  ton  for  70  to  80  tons,  to 
be  clear  and  well  prepared.  Mr.  W.  Caruthers  paid  particular  and  personal  attention  to  it,  and  it  proved 
(with  some  exception)  of  excellent  quality.  This  was  all  grown  in  Rockbridge,  Botetourt,  and  Mont- 
gomery counties,  on  the  James,  Jackson,  and  Cowpasture  rivers,  and  this  has  hitherto  been  the  part  of 
the  State  where  it  was  grown  to  any  extent,  the  three  counties  then  producing  50  to  100  tons  each, 
annually.  Knowing  that  the  practice  of  preparing  it  was  by  dew,  or  air-rotting,  (which  is  verj^  tedious, 
it  lying  out  for  months,  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  weather,  and  is  often  thereby  injured  in  strength, 
always  in  color,)  in  the  j'ear  1810,  Mr.  Tlieo.  Armistead,  who  was  Navy  agent  here,  and  also  had  a  rope 
walk,  and  who  was  very  zealous  in  the  improvement  of  country  hemp,  with  our  establishment,  held  out 
strong  inducements  to  have  the  hemp  water-rotted,  in  place  of  the  usual  mode;  but  so  difficult  is  it  to 
change  old  habits,  that  only  in  one  instance  did  we  succeed.  Col.  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  of  Albemarle 
county,  and  formerly  Governor  of  Virginia,  water-rotted  his  crop,  and,  to  encourage  and  extend  this  mode, 
wo  gave,  for  the  part  of  it  we  got,  (a  few  tons)  $360  per  ton;  the  quality  was  excellent,  color  much 
improved,  and,  we  believe,  the  fibre,  also,  in  strength  and  fineness,  though  it  was  not  so  well  cleaned  or 
prepared  as  it  might  have  been.  The  experiment  seemed  satisfactory  that  it  was  capable  of  improvement, 
by  proper  management. 

Tiie  practice  in  all  hemp  countries,  (Russia  the  principal)  is,  nniformorly,  to  water->'0^,  which  opera- 
tion is  performed  in  the  short  space  of  four  to  ten  days,  according  to  weather,  and  whether  in  standing 
or  ruiniing  water;  this  process,  we  have  reason  tobelicxc,  nqniics  vci  y  particular  attention,  as  it  regards 
both  quality  and  quantity  of  the  article.  In  1809  and  '10  we  had  hemp  and  yarns  again  from  Winches- 
ter, Kentucky,  the  staple  and  quality  very  good,  and  well  handled;  we  then  thought  it  only  required  to 
be  water,  instead  of  dew-rotted,  to  be  equal  to  any  we  had  seen.  We  have  since  had  occasional  supplies 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  though  it  has  deteriorated,  from  neglect  and  nn'smanagement,  we  still 
think  tlie  staple  good,  and,  if  carefully  water-rotted,  and  cleaned  by  balling,  scutching  and  hackiing,  I 
cannot  see  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  as  well  suited  for  cordage  and  sail-cloth  as  an}'  imported;  it 
is,  at  least,  of  so  much  importance  as  to  be  worth  a  fair  experiment.  Much  will  depend  on  the  culti- 
vation of  it;  it  will  be  their  province  to  make  experiments  in  the  soil  best  adapted  to  its  growth,  cutting 
at  proper  time,  curing,  and  cleaning.  If  they  do  their  duty,  I  am  of  opinion  that  many  of  the  existing 
objections  to  American  hemp  may  be  removed.  Many  parts  of  the  western  country,  I  am  told,  are  well 
adapted  to  its  growth;  and,  I  believe,  a  great  part  of  the  lands  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  watered 
by  the  Roanoke,  would  yield  it  to  great  advantage.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  the  cause  of  hemp 
having  been  so  high  in  1809  and  '10  was,  that  very  little  was  imported;  that  from  Russia  sold  at  $400  to 
$450  per  ton;  but,  in  the  year  following,  the  importation  was  so  large  that  it  fell  to  $200;  since  then, 
the  cultivation  of  American  hemp  lias  aimually  lessened.  For  the  last  eight  or  nine  years,  we  have  used 
Russia  hemp  almost  exclusively — proportion  about  |  and  ^.  It  is  preferred  by  the  manufacturer,  because 
it  is  clean,  easily  worked,  with  but  little  loss,  and  is  of  good  color.  Seafaring  pcniple  give  Russia  hemp 
a  decided  preference;  they  say  it  looks  much  better,  wears  better,  and  some  are  of  opinion  that  American 
hemp  is  not  well  suited  for  water  rope,  as  cables,  &c.;  and  also  say  that  the  constant  friction  of  the 
water  washes  the  tar  from  it,  and  that  it  soon  decaj's.  I  believe,  however,  that  most  of  these  objections 
arc  more  matters  of  received  opinion  than  from  well  tested  experiments.  I  find  that  Russia  hemp  is 
much  better  some  seasons  than  others;  this,  I  judge,  is  owing  to  the  seasons,  as  all  vegetable  growth  is 
subject  to  them.  The  mode  in  Russia,  of  classing^'thc  hemji  into  tiiree  or  four  qualities,  gives  it  e'-haracter; 
when  you  buy  of  eacii,    you  know  wliat    yiui  have.      I   have   manufactured  some  parcels  oi'  Italian  hemp. 
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(Ancona)  and  found  it  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  strong  staple,  and  good  color — indeed,  tlie  loiigest  and 
strongest  I  had  ever  seen,  though  by  no  means  so  well  prepared  as  the  Russian,  and,  ('niis(M|n<'iitly,  not 
so  easily  worked;  it  is  doubted  by  some  whether  it  is  as  well  suited  for  tarred  rope,  and  tlumgli  we  have, 
and  are  making  some  experiments  on  it,  they  nre  not  yet  satisfactorily  proved.  It  makes  excellent  white 
rope.  Manilla  licnip,  (ir  grass,  (I  h;ivi>  usol  smiic  p;ii<cls  of  it)  is  very  strong  and  wiry,  and  said  to  be  well 
suited  for  some  smallci-  purpusrs,  imhirrcil:  cnsts  ahuiit  .50  per  cent,  higher  than  the  Russian.  American 
hemp  is  geii(>i-ally  ahmit  tliree-lourths  the  price  of  Russian  and  Ancona.  Deeming  the  cultivation  of  hemp 
of  gicat  national  importance,  both  for  cordage  and  sail-cloth,  too  much  pains  cannot  be  taken  to  have  its 
(juality  well  ascertained;  tending  to  which,  if  the  legislatures  of  tlie  States  where  it  is  cultivated  would 
establish  inspections,  and  have  persons  appointed  competent  to  its  duties,  I  am  of  opinion  it  would  greatly 
advance  its  character;  and,  as  another,  and  perhaps  more  immediate  mode  of  ascertaining  its  qualities, 
I  would  beg  leave,  with  groat  deference,  to  sugu'esi  tluit  the  Navy  Department  should  offer  a  premium 
for  a  quantity,  not  less  that  fifty  tons,  to  be  water-rotted,  carefully  culled,  and  well  cleaned  by  batling, 
scutching,  and  hackling,  to  be  sent  to  a  given  place,  and  from  thence  distributed  in  suitable  proportions 
to  the  principal  naval  stations,  to  be  there  manufactured,  and  judged  of  by  the  mechanic,  and  the  com- 
mandant and  officers  of  the  station. 


No.   5. 

Memorandum  of  experiment  made  by  a  manufacturer  of  hemp. 

Two  ropes   each  2|  inches  in  circumference,  one   made  of  hemp  grown  on  Connecticut  river,  and  water- 
rotted,  broke  with ' 3,209   lbs. 

The  <ither,  made  of  clean  St.  Petersburg  hemp,  broke  with 3,118  lbs. 

Another  rope,  made  of  Kentucky  nnrotted  hemp,  broke  with 2,968  lbs. 

This  last  was  2i  inches    also;   but  it    must  bo  observed,  that  a    coiisidei-able   juirt   of  the   hemp  was 

damaged  very  materially  in  the  transportation,  and,  it  is  iiiglily  probable  that  the'  whole  of  it  had  suilered 

some  loss  of  strength. 

Thirty  yarns  in  each  rope. 
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OPINION  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY  AS  TO  ALTER.\TIONS  IN  THE  ORGANIZA- 
TION OF  THE  NAVY,  WITH  STATEMENTS  OF  TRAVELING  AND  OTHER  ALLOWANCES 
TO  OFFICERS  OF  THE  NAVY  AND  M.VRINE  CORPS. 

C0J1MU.\IC.\TED  TO    THE    SENATE    JANU.\RV    10,    182.5. 

Navy  Dei'artme.xt,  January  1,  1825. 
To  the  rresidcnt  uf  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2oth  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report: 

The  paper  marked  A,  is  a  report  made  by  the  Fonrtii  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  which  shows  "tlie 
amoinit  of  traveling  expenses  and  other  allowances,  received  by  the  otlicers  of  the  navy  and  of  the 
marine  corps,  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations  to  which  they  are,  by  law,  entitled,  in  each  year,  for  the 
last  three  years." 

This  amount  embraces  all  the  payments  (except  monthly  pay  and  rations)  made  to  officers  within 
the  time  mentioned,  whether  the  services,  ft)r  which  the  payments  were  made,  were  rendered  within  that 
period,  or  previous  to  it.  Our  naval  officers  are  frequently  out  of  the  country  two  or  three  years  at  a 
time,  and,  when  in  it,  are  someliines  so  situated  as  to  prevent  them,  without  neglect  of  duty,  from  pre- 
senting their  claims  for  adjustment  with  ])unctnality,  and  at  definite  periods. 

Each  settlement  of  their  accounts,  therc|oi-e,  eniliraces  not  only  their  claims  for  the  preceding  year, 
but  for  the  whole  period  since  their  last  setth  iiient ;  and,  in  giving  an  answer  to  this  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  found  impossible  to  separate  tin e  from  the  other,  witliout  an  examination  of  every  voucher, 

and  restatement  of  every  item  of  the  accounts:  a  labor  which  conld  not  be  performed  since  the  resolution 

was  passed,  and  which  was  supposed  not  to  he  called  for  by  it.     Tliis  a unt,  therefore,  will  be  understood 

to  embrace  all  the  claims  and  accounts  settled  and  alloweil  within  the  last  three  years,  preceding  the  first 
day  of  January  last. 

For  the  sums  paid  to  each  officer,  and  the  objects  for  which  they  were  jiaid,  a  general  reference  may 
be  had  to  the  reports  annually  made  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  tlie  navy.  There  are  about  fifty 
officers  in  -the  marine  corps,  and  nearly  nine  hundred  in  the  navy.  The  amount  stated  contains  the 
accounts  of,  and  allowances  to,  almost  all  of  this  number. 

None  of  the  allowances  are  designed,  nor  do  they  operate,  as  additional  pay  to  the  officer  for  his 
time  and  services  in  his  station;  fir  these,  tli  •  monthly  pay  and  rations  are  the  compensation  prescribed 
by  law;  but  they  are  intended  to  meet  the  expenses  to  which  he  is  exposed,  and  the  liabilities  to  which 
■  he  is  subjected  in  discharging  the  duties  assi-ned  him,  and  without  whicli  it  would  often  be  impossible 
to  obey  the  orders  lie  receives.     This  will  be  lieicafter  ilbisHateil  by  some  of  the  items  in  the  accounts. 

The  average  amount  of  traveling  expi'iiscs,  in  eacli  of  tin'  tliico  years,  paid  to  all  the  officers  in  the 
navj',  appears  to  be  $19, .541,  and  to  all  the  olli<'ers  of  the  marine  corpi,  appears  to  be  $6,639.  The  prin- 
ciple by  which  this  allowance  is  made  is  settled  and  uniform. 
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When  any  officer  travels  under  the  ordens  of  tlio  Department,  or  of  his  superior,  on  the  business  of 
the  public,  and  not  for  his  own  convenience,  he  is  allowed  fifteen  cents  per  mile. 

This  is  never  paid  when  enjjaged  in  private  transactions,  or  changing  his  duties  at  his  own  request, 
and  not  for  tiie  benefit  of  the  public.  The  sum  allowed  is  the  same  for  officers  of  all  grades:  is  supposed 
to  be  about  the  average  expense  of  traveling  in  this  country;  and  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  our 
officers  to  obey  the  orders  given  to  them.  They  are  appointed  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  often 
obliged  to  travel  great  distances  to  join  stations  or  vessels. 

Such  must  always  b('  tlic  casi"  with  Ihose  from  the  western  States.  The  duties  to  be  performed,  also, 
frequently  require  them  to  bo  triiuslei  red  from  one  place  to  another.  The  expense  of  their  journeys  often 
equals  the  greater  part,  in  some  instances  tiie  whole,  of  their  pay;  and  if  they  must  themselves  bear  it, 
only  those  upon  our  seaboard,  and  the  rich,  who  are  able  and  willing  to  labor  without  compensation,  can 
belong  to  the  service. 

It  is  both  just  to  the  individual,  and  beneficial  to  the  public,  that  the  allowance  be  made.  For  its 
safe  and  faithful  expenditure,  reliance  must,  in  this  case,  as  in  others,  be  had,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the 
intelligence  and  integrity  of  those  who  give  the  orders,  and,  in  the  second,  of  those  who  settle  the 
accounts;  both  of  whom  must  pass  upon  tliein.  Tlie  amount  of  MT2,iYS'S.9^,  emiiraees  all  the  sums  paid 
to  officers,  exclusive  of  limnlhly  )i;iy  and  ratinns,  1l■a^•(•]illl;■  ('X])ciiscs,  and  i'X|icii.s(s  incident  to  courts- 
martial.      It  includes  a  gri'al  varii'ty  of  itons,  ami  aininig  otlirrs,  the  f.i||,,wiii,L;-:   jiiviiiiiiins  and  expenses 

for  recruiting;  chamber  m 'v  ami  liuusc  rent;  fuel  and  cmidk-s;  c(jniniissious  and  clerk  hire;  store  and 

office  rent  of  navy  agents  ami  stnickcepers;  postage  upon  letters  on  public  business;  toll;  sick  quarters; 
purveying  and  care  of  iniMliral  si.)n's;  extra  service  in  surveying,  &c.,  &c.  In  every  system  of  well 
organized  public  force,  in  all  ciiuiitrics,  most  of  these  items  form  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law  creating 
it,  and  do  not  assume  the  character  of  allowances  by  Executive  regulation,  but  enter  into  the  general 
estimates  for  its  support.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  never  to  have  received 
any  organization  by  law,  nor  to  have  been  favored  by  the  legislature  with  a  system  into  which  they  could 
be  engrafted.  They  have,  therefore,  been  left  to  temporary  expedient  and  regulation,  created  from  time 
to  time  as  a  necessity  for  them  was  felt.  Under  such  circumstances,  regularity  and  economy  have  been 
sought,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  eflected.  A  few  remarks  on  two  or  three  of  the  items  will  explain  their 
character  and  necessity. 

Expense  of  recruiting. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  amount  is  formed  by  this  item.  Rendezvous  for  recruiting  must,  from 
the  nature  of  that  business,  be  opened  in  those  thickly  settled  parts  of  our  cities,  to  which  sailors  are 
in  the  habit  of  resorting;  and  accommodations  must  be  procured  for  the  purpose.  Officers  of  prudence 
and  skill  must  be  ap]i(iiiili'il  \n  superintend  them,  and  made  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
charge the  duty  ami  I'xpcml  the  money;  and  if  they  are  imposed  on  as  to  the  health  or  capacity  of  the 
recruit,  or  negligently  pciinit  him  to  desert,  they  must  be  subjected  to  loss.  The  annexed  paper  B,  is  a 
copy  of  regulations  lately  prepared  to  be  added  to  and  explain  those  previously  existing  on  the  subject, 
and  will  exhibit  a  part  of  the  duty  and  liability  of  the  recruiting  officer,  and,  as  the  public  afford  him  no 
accommodations  of  any  description,  his  actual  expenses  are  also  great.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
to  urge  on  the  enlistment,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rendezvous  has,  heretofore,  been  allowed  $4  for 
each  recruit,  and  the  inferior  officer  $1.50  per  day,  to  pay  his  board  and  expenses.  The  bill  reported  at 
the  last  session  proposes  to  reduce  the  allowance  from  $4  to  $3. 

Chamber  money  and  house  rent 
Are  allowed  when  an  officer  is  ordered  to  perform  a  duty  confining  him  to  a  particular  place,  and 
there  is  no  vessel  or  building  where  he  can  cat  or  lodge — as  when  attached  to  and  performing  duty  in  a 
navy  yard,  or  preparing  his  vessel  for  sea,  and  it  is  not  in  a  situation  for  him  to  live  on  board,  nor  is 
there  any  other  vessel  or  house,  belonging  to  the  public,  for  his  accommodation.  Compelled  to  obtain 
lodging  and  board,  and  often  at  very  extravagant  prices,  his  pay  would  be  consumed  bj'  them,  and, 
tiierefore,  he  is  allowed  either  chamber  money,  at  two  dollars  per  week,  if  his  duty  be  temporary,  or 
house  rent,  at  its  usual  rate  at  the  place,  if  the  duty  be  permanent.  This  expense,  which  is  not  small, 
will  be,  in  a  great  degree,  if  not  entirely  avoided,  when  the  necessary  improvements  are  made  in  our 
yards. 

Commissions  on  dinliiirsi'mfnl.-^  of  public  money. 

It  sometimes  happens  in  the  changes  which  mciir  \\\>^n\  our  distant  stations,  by  deaths  and  otherwise, 
and  the  necessities  to  which  our  squadrons  are  sulijiMt<'il,  that  our  naval  officers,  whose  general  duty  and 
office  are  altogether  unconnected  with  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  Department,  are  obliged  to  negotiate 
and  disl)ur.se  money  for  tlie  use  of  the  officers,  men  and  vessels  under  their  command,  in  doing  which 
they  are  liable  to  risks  and  losses.  In  such  cases,  upon  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  a  small  per 
centage  has  been  allowed  on  the  moneys  so  negotiated  and  disbursed. 

House  rent,  store  7-ent,  postage,  fuel,  clei-k  hire,  stationery,  dc,  to  navy  agents  and  sloreketpcrs. 

It  is  doubted  whether  these  items  come  strictly  within  the  call  made  by  the  resolution;  but,  as  the 
agents  and  storekeepers  were  officers  attached  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  as  these  allowances  are  not 
the  monthly  pay  and  rations  fixed  by  law,  it  was  thought  proper  to  add  them.  They  are  regulated  by 
settled  rules,  and  tend  largely  to  swell  the  amount. 

Per  diem  allowance  on  extra  duty,  such  as  surveying  jyublic  property,  j^roving  cannon,  surveying  the  coasts, 

harbors,  do. 

This  allowance  is  designed  merely  to  meet  the  extra  expense  to  whicli  the  officer  is  subjected;  and 
the  gicatiT  pait  of  that  which  has  arisen  from  the  survey  of  the  coast,  &c.,  has  been  provided  for  by,  and 
paid  out  of,  the  apiiroiuiations  made  by  several  laws  passed  upon  the  subject,  and  has  not  been  taken 
from  tlic  a]>propiiaiioiis  for  the  navy;  but,  as  the  sums  received  by  the  officers  were  an  allowance  over 
the  monthly  pay  and  rations,  it  was  necessary  to  add  them  to  the  others, 
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Purveying  and  care  of  medicines. 

To  ciisuro  tlie  ccoiioiuicul  ]nircliase,  safe  keeping  and  proper  clisi)osition  of  medicines  and  medical 
stores,  both  for  our  sliips  and  navy  yards,  it  lias  been  found  necessary  not  to  eutru.st  the  duty  \n  cuch  of 
the  surgeons  and  mates  attached  to  them,  but  from  time  to  time  to  assign  it  to  old  and  experienced  sur- 
geons, in  addition  to  their  ordinary  duties,  and  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance  for  it.  It  is  not  doubted, 
however,  that  it  may  be  perfunued  more  usefully  and  economically  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
reported  at  the  last  session. 

There  are  other  items,  but  it  is  nut  believed  to  bo  necessary  to  make  any  remark  respecting  them. 
They  are  all  designed,  not  as  additional  pay  to  the  officer,  but  to  meet  the  extra  expense  and  liability 
imposed  on  him,  in  obeying  the  orders  which  he  receives,  and  without  which  he  could  not  obey  them,  nor 
could  the  service  be  supported;  are  governed  by  fixed  rules;  and  have  most  of  them  existed  from  the 
ciimuieucement  of  the  navy,  and  liad  been  confirmed  and  authorized  by  the  annual  appropriations.  Some 
of  tiiein,  it  lias  lieeu  |iru|Hiseil  by  the  Department,  should  be  incorporated  into  permanent  legal  provisions, 

This  Department  is  nut  informed  of  any  "emoluments  received  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine 
corps,  from  the  government,  in  consequence  of  their  official  stations,"  unless  the  allowance  heretofore 
mentioned  maybe  considered  in  that  light.  Nor  is  it  perceived  that  they  can,  in  any  way,  derive  "emolu- 
ments from  other  sources,"  unless  by  means  of  the  premium  or  compensation  allowed  to  them  by 
individuals  for  whom  they  carry  silver,  gold  or  jewels.  Any  other  use  of  their  official  character,  for 
private  emolument,  would  be  criminal,  and,  if  known,  subject  them  to  punishment.  It  is  not  believed 
that  an  imputation  of  this  offence  can  properly  attach  to  them.  By  the  23d  article  of  the  "  act  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  provided  that  "if  any  commander,  or  other 
officer,  shall  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received,  on  board  his  vessel,  any  goods  or  merchandise,  other  than 
for  the  sole  use  of  his  vessel,  except  gold,  silver,  or  jewels,  and  except  the  goods  or  merchandise  of  ves- 
sels that  may  be  in  distress,  or  shipwrecked,  or  in  imminent  danger  of  being  shipwrecked,  in  order  to 
preserve  them  for  their  owner,  without  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Navy 
Department,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  cashiered,  and  be  incapacitated,  forever  afterwards,  for 
any  place  or  elliee  in  the  navy."  Under  the  autherity  of  tliis  |irn\  isinn,  Tm  eriinluniints  cunld  be  derived 
from  carrying  anything  Init  the  excepted  articles;  these  have  always  l>eeii  eatrie.!  when  offered,  and  it 
could  bo  dene  consistently  with  the  faithful  discharge  uf  the  duties  in  \vhich  the  ullicer  was  engaged. 
His  risk  and  l■es|M.nsilpilit,^■,  in  the  lieni'fit  he  renders  to  the  owner  by  carrying  his  property,  is  often  great, 
and  requires  a  eoires|i(iniling  enni|iensatiiin.  This  compensation  is  regulated  in  England  by  orders  in 
council,  authorized  by  statute.  No  hiw  has  yet  been  passed  upon  the  subject  in  this  country,  and  the 
Executive  has  not  believed,  since  the  passage  of  the  law  referred  to,  that  it  possessed  the  power,  either 
to  forbid  the  carrying  of  specie  altogether,  or  to  fix  the  compensation  for  doing  it;  but  merely  to  see  that 
the  officer,  while  exercising  bis  legal  privilege,  did  not  abuse  his  official  character  to  purposes  of  fraud 
and  oppression. 

It  has  consequently  been  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  officer  and  the  owner  of  the  property,  to  make 
their  own  agreements  about  the  premium  for  the  freight,  and  these,  not  being  official,  have,  heretofore, 
not  been  made  known  to  this  Department;  and  the  sums  received  cannot,  therefore,  be  stated.  It  has 
been  thought  proper,  however,  for  reasons  which  will  readily  |)resent  themselves,  to  require  that  such  a 
statement  should  be  made  upon  the  subject,  as  would  enable  the'  Uejiartinent  to  be  perfectly  apprised  of 
the  conduct  of  those  under  its  control,  and  the  use  they  make  "  of  their  official  stations"  in  transactions 
of  tliis  kind.  An  order  was,  therefore,  prepared  as  a  part  of  the  instructions  to  Commodore  Hull,  when 
he  took  command  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed  and  marked  C.  The  same 
order  has  been  given  to  all  officers  who  have  been,  since  that  time,  in  command  of  squadrons  or  separate 
vessels,  If  any  evil  have,  heretofore,  resulted  from  this  provision  of  our  law,  it  is  hoped  that  a  remedy 
will  be  found  in  this  order,  so  far  as  it  is  within  the  power  of  this  Department  to  apply  the  remedy.  If  it 
be  deemed  necessary  to  prescribe  the  premium,  that  power  properly  belongs  to  the  legislature.  There 
has  yet  been  received  but  one  report  on  the  subject,  and  that  does  not  furnish  the  precise  information 
which  is  due  in  answer  to  a  call  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Tlie  paper  A  exiiibits  tlie  expense  of  courts-martial  in  the  navy,  in  each  year  in  the  last  three  years, 
with  the  amounts  paid  to  judge  ail\deates,  and  others,  for  their  attendance  and  services.  The  paper  D 
designates  the  phici's  at  which  s\ich  courts-martial  were  ordered  to  be  held,  and  the  stations  from  whicli 
the  officers  composing  tlie  same  were  detailed  to  attend. 

The  number  of  officers  subject  to  trial  by  courts-martial,  is  about  850;  the  average  number  of  men 
in  tlu>  navy  is  ab,,ut  3,780. 

Neither  tlie  expense,  nor  the  number  of  courts,  can  be  considered  large;  but  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  both  may,  in  future,  be  lessened,  should  Congress  think  proper  to  make  certain  provisions  on  the 
subject,  which  will  be  hereafter  alluded  to.  The  allowances  to  officers  attending  courts-martials,  either 
as  members  or  witnesses,  are  traveling  expenses,  and  $1,50  per  day,  while  attending  the  court;  except 
to  those  upon  the  stations  where  the  court  is  held,  whose  situation  is  such  that  they  are  not  subjected  to 
additional  expense.  In  designating  the  number  of  members  required  by  law,  care  is  takeu  to  select  such 
as  will  create  least  expense,  and  whose  character  and  condition,  as  to  the  accused,  give  the  best  security 

liy  the  reports  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  navy,  wliit'Ii  have  been  referred  to,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  considerable  siuns  have  been  paid,  at  difl'erent  times,  to  judge  advocates.  This  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  tiieic  is  no  person  attached  to  the  service,  whose  h'gal  aci|niremeuts  and  acquaintance 
with  legal  procei  .lin^s  lit  him  for  the  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  the  olli,-e.  The  Department  would  illy 
perform  its  oljligalioiis,  either  to  the  ]iul)li(;  or  tlu;  accused,  by  appointing  one  to  perfin-m  them  who  was 
incompetent;  and  those  who  were  (pialilii'd,  could  not  be  expected  to  neglect  their  regular  and  profitable 
employments  for  a  temporary  engagemen!,  wilhoui  lull  coinpensation. 

Paper  E  exhibits  the  same  infoiniation  rcsiiccting  courts-martial  in  the  marine  corps,  as  is  exhibited 
by  D,  and  respecting  those  in  the  navy. 

Papers  F  and  G  exhibit  the  number  of  desertions  from  the  marine  corps  and  the  number  of  rank  and 
file  confined  by  imprisonment  as  a  punishment  for  desertion  or  misconduct,  for  each  year,  during  the  last 
three  years. 

In  answer  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  "  his 
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opinion  on  sucli  alterations  or  furtlier  provisions  of  law,  as  he  may  consider  it  expedient  to  be  made,  in 
order  to  promote  a  more  perfect  discipline  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  to  prevent  the  frequent  recur- 
rence of  courts-martial,  and  ensure  to  the  public  service  in  the  said  establishments,  the  highest  degree  of 
economy  and  efficiency,"  the  following-  roniarks  are  ros]iiclfiilly  submitted: 

Discipline  and  the  prevent  i f  nrrcnci's,  I'ciiin.niy  jikI  cliicii'iiey,  in  every  military  or  naval  establish- 
ment, rnustdependonitsfunilaiiiciilal  <n-aiiizalii))i,  the  i-c-ulatiuiiscunnected  with  it,  and  their  enforcement, 
and  the  intollig-cnce  and  skill  of  the  uUicers  attached  tn  it.  There  must  be  a  regular  and  systematic 
orguiii/,;itiiiii,  phiiu  and  simple  rules,  skillful  and  intelligent  ofBccrs,  or  no  labor,  industry,  or  wisdom  in 
the  liisiil  wliiili  directs  it,  can  produce  the  desired  results  to  any  very  profitable  extent.  But,  if  these 
disadvaiitagis  exist,  a  failure  to  produce  those  results  may  well  be  the  subject  of  censure.  The  military 
establishmciil  of  the  I'nited  States  is,  at  this  moment,  the  best  possible  argument  and  illustration  which 
can  bo  made  uimih  iliis  point.  The  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States  may  be  said  never  to  have 
had  a  legal  organization.  Temporary  acts,  authorizing  specific  matters  relating  to  the  building  of  vessels, 
and  the  numbers  of  one  or  two  of  our  grades  of  oflScers,  are  to  be  abundantly  found:  but  there  is  not  in 
our  whole  code  a  law  giving  an  organization,  prescribing  the  number  and  grades  of  all  our  officers, 
number  of  our  yards  and  stations,  pay  and  emoluments  of  those  who  are  attached  to  the  service.  It 
requires  no  labor  of  ai-gument  to  show,  that,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  they  who  have  had  to  direct,  and 
those  who  have  had  to  execute^  have  equally  felt  the  want  of  fixed  and  uniform  guides  to  their  conduct. 
The  first  "alteration"  or  "provision  of  law,"  then,  which  appears  to  be  necessary  to  eflect  the  proposed 
objects,  is  a  law  organizing  the  navy  establishment.  AVhat  that  law  ought  to  be  in  the  "opinion"  of  the 
Department,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  plan  made  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  To  that 
report,  therefore,  reference  is  now  made.  It  is  necessary  only  to  add,  that  daily  experience,  since  that 
time,  has  confirmed  the  views  then  presented.  Should  a  law  of  that  character  be  passed,  it  will  be 
important  immediately  to  prepare  regulations  depending  upon,  and  adapted  to  it,  for  the  discipline  and 
management  of  every  part  of  the  service.  To  the  formation  of  these  regulations,  the  best  intelligence, 
within  the  command  of  the  Department,  would,  necessarily,  be  brought;  and,  being  submitted  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  their  ailnptiou  would  IVee  from  uncertainty,  and  furnish  fixed  and  safe  rules  as 
guides  to  all. 

The  Department  is  not  aware  of  any  alteration  by  law,  beyond  those  specified,  which  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  economical  administration  of  the  money  concerns  of  the  Department. 

Those  ciuicerns  are  divided  into  two  parts:  that  which  relates  to  the  purchase  and  care  of  "  naval 
stores  and  materials,  and  the  construction,  armament,  and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war,"  which  is  managed 
by  a  board  of  commissioners,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Secretary;  the  other,  which  relates  to  the  jiay 
and  eom|iensation  of  all  persons  in  any  way  connected  with  the  service,  which  is  exclusively  under  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  head  of  the  Department.  The  latter,  it  is  believed,  has  been,  heretofore, 
economically  administered;  and,  under  the  proposed  organization  and  regulation,  with  the  aid  of  the  laws 
respecting  the  advance  of  public  moneys,  and  the  settlenrent  of  the  public  accounts,  maybe  so  conducted 
as  to  squander  nothing,  and  to  lose  little. 

The  former  has,  heretol'ore,  liei'u  nuinaged  by  the  board,  in  a  manner  deserving  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. Its  contracts  and  expendiinres  have,  in  general,  lieeii  judicious,  cautious  and  economical.  It  was 
created  in  February,  1815.  The  law  "concerning  disbursements  of  public  money,"  and  forbidding 
advances,  was  passed  in  January,  1823.  It  has,  therefore,  existed  almost  ten  years,  during  eight  of 
which,  advances  were  not  forbidden;  it  has  made  contracts  for,  and  superintended  the  expenditure  of 
$15,500,000,  and  it  is  believed  that  nothing  has  yet  been  lost,  and  (hat  ncjtniore  than  $15,000,  if  any,  are 
in  danger  of  being  lost. 

It  is  but  just  to  add,  that  the  nieuibers,  confining  tlienisi>lves  to  their  prescrilied  duties,  have  been 
found  valuable  auxiliaries,  and  tliat  the  improvement  of  our  vessels,  yards,  and  (Mpii]inients,  is  proof  that 
their  skill  and  science  are  not  inferior  to  their  industry  and  economy. 

The  next  "alteration,''  which  seems  to  be  called  for,  is  the  revision  of  the  law  "for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States."  It  was  passed  in  May,  1800,  and  has  remained  without 
amendment.  It  relates  to  oifences  and  trials,  punishments  and  rewards — subjects  of  great  importance  in 
every  service.  Otfences  which  are  the  objects  of  punishment,  ought  to  be  plainly  and  precisely  stated, 
that  every  one  may  understand  what  he  is  to  avoid,  and  may  certainly  know  when  he  is  criminal;  and 
that  those  who  would  bring  accusations,  may  be  sure  that  they  do  it  justly.  There  is  a  great  defect  in 
the  law  upon  this  point;  a  defect  which  has  been  the  cause  of  much  inconvenience  and  relaxation  of  dis- 
cipline. It  is  so  extremely  vague  and  indefinite,  that  it  is  often  not  easy  to  frame  a  charge,  justified  by 
its  words,  even  against  those  who  have  acted  most  incorrectly,  without  a  resort  to  some  general  expres- 
sion, such  as  "  unofScer-like"  or  "scandalous  conduct,"  and  joining  to  it  a  specification  embracing  the 
particular  circumstances,  which  might  as  well  be  added  to  any  other  charge,  or  to  no  charge.  It  results 
that  the  accused  and  the  court  are  both  in  doubt  how  to  proceed;  and  the  legality  of  what  is  done  is 
questioualile,  even  where  there  is  hesitation  that  the  accused  has  been  guilty  and  luerits  rebuke.  The 
effect  may  readily  be  imagined.  Among  men  varying  in  habits,  education,  principles,  and  feelings, 
there  are  always  some  that  must  be  coerced  by  plain  law,  rigidly  enforced;  some  who  regard  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  as  the  only  restriction  on  the  freedom  of  thought  and  action,  which,  as  citizens,  they  are 
accustomed  to  enjoy.  Where  it  is  not  clear  and  ex|  li  it,  they  perform  acts,  dangerous  and  reprehen- 
sible, which  they  (lonot  perceive  |n-ohihited  liy  ]iositive  eiiaetment.  Others  are  induced,  bythe  same  cause, 
to  prefer  charges  fcjr  that  whii-h  tliey  supiiose  violates  the  siiirit  of  the  ct)dc.  The  former  are  tempted  to 
irregular  and  inqn-oper  conduct;  the  latter  to  arraign,  without  just  cause,  those  who  are  obnoxious  to 
them.  The  tribmial,  too,  which  is  called  to  pass  upon  accusations,  is  left,  witlunit  a  certain  guide,  to 
the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  discretion,  and  to  the  formation  of  decisions  governed  rather  by  extraneous 
causes,  such  as  the  character  and  standing  of  the  parties,  than  a  just  estimate  of  the  charges  and  the 
evidence.  Guilt  ceases  to  be  the  only,  yet  certain,  ground  of  punishment.  The  weight  of  the  sentence, 
whether  of  condemnation  or  acquittal,  is  proportionally  diminished.  Thus,  in  every  way,  does  this  want 
of  precision  and  certainty  in  the  law,  tend  to  the  multiplication  of  courts-martial,  the  destruction  of  dis- 
cipline, and  of  the  correspondent  efficiency  and  economj'.  This  law  is  equally  unguarded  as  to  the  pun- 
ishment, leaving  everything  to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  not  only  as  to  its  extent,  but  also  as  to  its 
nature.  "  At  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial,"  and  "  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial 
shall  tidjudge,"  are  its  pliraseoh.gy ;  ami  where  the  crime  is  not  specifie.l  in  the  meagre  list  which  is 
given,  the  punishmeiil  is  to   be  "  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  such  cases  at  sea."      It  is  indeed 
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limited  by  no  rule  as  to  kind,  and,  in  most  cases,  by  no  extent  short  of  death.  It  sliould  not  remain  in 
this  condition.  It  should  be  military,  and  proportioned  to  the  oflencc.  We  need  not  dwell  upon  the 
consequences  to  the  accused,  the  public,  and  the  court,  from  this  cause.  Tlie  law  oug-ht  to  be  altered. 
The  punishment  should  be  ascertained  in  a  proper  scaU\  frnia  private  reprimands,  through  all  the  grades 
of  public  reprimands,  suspension  from  duty,  susiniisii.ii  without  p  ly,  suspension  from  rank  and  pay,  dis- 
mission and  death.  But  it  is  not  enough  that  ciiiiies  ami  puiiishments  be  properly  defined  and  limited. 
To  the  improved  law  must  be  added  an  improved  administration  of  it. 

No  change  is  necessary  in  tlie  organization  of  our  courts.  Tliey  are  composed  of  the  proper  persons, 
and  of  the  proper  numbers,  but  they  require  aid  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  which  they  do  not  now 
possess.  Although  in  questions  of  sound  and  hDiioruMe  I'celing,  thry  are  safe,  yet  their  educaliiui  and 
habits  are  not  those  best  adapted  to  all  tlie  judirial  I'mictiniis.  i;ci;iihirity,  correct  application  of  Ir^al 
principles,  even  some  technicality,  is  essential  to  ronecfncss  in  their  pioeocdings.  They,  more  than  ordi- 
nary judges,  require  well  defined  rules  and  systems  of  practice,  and  they  have  none  such  to  wliicli  they 
can  appeal. 

A  very  small  portion  of  the  English  system,  based  upon  their  statutes,  can  apply  to  courts  acting 
under  ours.  It  sometimes  happens,  that,  relying  upon  British  precedents,  they  are  misled;  at  others 
fearing  to  trust  them,  they  wander  into  error.  And  when  situated  as  they  thus  are,  wo  recollect  the  vital 
influence  which  their  decisions  have  upon  the  fortunes,  lives  and  fame,  .of  so  many  gallant  men,  it  is 
impossililo  not  to  feel  that  they  ought  to  have,  in  their  legal  ailvisers,  the  judge  advocates,  men  of  learn- 
ing, talent  and  discretion.  Such  it  is  always  the  object  of  the  I'epartment  to  procure  for  them;  but  such 
cannot  always  he  obtained,  and  when  they  are,  it  is  at  groat  I'xponse.  They  are  drawn  from  other  and 
profitable  puisuits,  and  devote  a  temporary  attention  only  to  the  subject.  Hence,  although  much  safer 
aids  than  less  informed  and  weaker  men,  they  are  ai)t  to  differ  from  each  other;  and  the  consequence  has 
been,  that  our  courts-martial  proceed  by  no  settled  rules;  form  irregular  records;  often  err  for  want  of 
light;  make  decisions  utterly  destructive  of  character,  and  of  the  public  interests;  and  form  pfecedents 
which  serve  only  to  bewilder  and  perplex  those  who  come  after  them.  Required,  then,  to  give  an  "opinion" 
on  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  the  Department  would  recommend,  as  one  means,  the  appointment  of  a 
responsible  officer,  a  jndu;-e  advocate,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  form,  under  the  direction  of  the  Depart- 
ment, a  proper  system  t'oi-  the  government  of  courts-martial;  to  prepare  the  cases  and  witnesses  for  trial; 
to  attend  when  pradi.  aMo;  and  always  to  exa"mine  and  report  to  the  Department  on  the  records,  and 
guard  against  unlawful  proceedings  and  convictions.  Many  benefits  would  thereby  be  secured;  there 
would  be  more  certainty  in  our  trials;  the  charges  would  be  legal;  the  causes  being  properly  prepared, 
there  would  be  less  delay;  the  rules  for  the  proceedings  being  settled,  there  would  be  less  error;  records 
be  uniform  and  accurate;  economy  be  promoted,  by  shortening  the  terms  of  the  courts,  and  avoiding 
the  employment  of  temporary  judge  advocates;  and  justice  be  more  surely  administered.  The  same  officer, 
if  equal  to  the  station,  could  perform  the  duties  both  for  the  army  and  the  navy,  and  would  produce  results 
in  both,  which  they  only  can  estimate  who  have  reflected  seriously  on  the  high  importance  of  a  steady, 
uniform,  consistint  and  economical  administration  of  criminal  law  in  military  and  naval  establishments, 
and  the  incalrulahly  painful  consequences  wliich  arise  from  erroneous  decisions. 

The  recomnicndation,  then,  as  to  this  law,  has  three  objects:  1st.  To  define  offences.  2d.  To  fix  and 
apportion  punishments.  3d.  To  provide  safe  rules  for  the  trials,  and  a  competent  officer  to  aid  in  the 
administration  of  the  criminal  code.  It  is  perhaps  proper  to  remark,  that  in  recommending  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  judge  advocate  for  the  navy  and  the  army,  the  Secretary  of  War  concurs. 

Two  other  amendments  ought  to  be  made  in  the  law:  1.  That  the  court  be  at  least  so  far  freed  from 
the  oliliL;ation  of  secrecy,  as  relates  to  the  officer  who  constitued  it,  and  who  has  to  approve  its  sentence: 
a  concealment  from  him  of  everything  but  what  ap|)ears  upon  the  record,  often  compels  a  decision  in 
ignorance  of  facts  most  important  to  a  right  judgment  upon  the  case;  and  naturally  leaves  the  members 
of  the  court  free  from  the  responsibility  which  ought  to  attach  to  them,  and  which  is  the  best  security  for 
correct  decision. 

2.  Power  should  be  given  to  the  court  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  witnesses  necessary  either  for 
the  accusation  or  defence,  and  to  take  the  depositions  of  those  who  could  not  attend;  a  power  always 
essential  to  the  safe  administration  of  justice. 

There  is  still  another  "alteration"  which,  in  my  "opinion,"  ought  to  bo  made,  and  which  is  even 
more  important  than  those  already  mentioneil,  to  promote  discipline,  elhciency  and  economy,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  courts-martial  in  the  service.  Tlie  estalilisliment  of  an  academy,  or  providing,  in 
some  effectual  mode  for  the  instruction  of  the  youn.e-  olHci'is.  These  are  taken  from  the  poor,  who  have 
not  the  means  of  a  good  education,  as  well  as  the  lich,  who  have.  They  enter,  from  the  nature  of  the 
duties,  at  so  early  an  age,  that  they  cannot  be  accomplished,  nor  even  moderately  accurate,  scholars. 
They  arc  constantly  employed  on  ship  boaid,  or  in  our  iia\y  yaids,  where  much  advancement  in  learning 
cannot  be  expected.  Their  pay  will  allord  lliem  a  support,  liut  no  means  of  literary  improvement.  The 
consequence  necessarily  is,  and  sucli  is  well  known  to  !«■  the  fact,  that  very  many  advance  in  age,  and 
rise  in  grade,  much  less  cultivateil  and  informeil  than  their  own  reputation  and  that  of  the  country  require. 
For  this  evil  there  is  but  one  lemedy,  and  that  is  to  he  found  in  the  wisdom  and  heneficcnce  of  the  govern- 
ment, from  which  they  receive  their  olHcis,  and  to  who.se  honor  and  interest  they  are  devoted.  It  is 
the  formation  of  a  school  which  shall  comliine  literary  witli  professional  instruction;  a  competent  portion 
of  connnon  li'arnin^-,  with  a  profound  knowled.e-e  of  e\-erylliin,n'  connected  with  military  science,  seanian- 
shij)  and  na\i--ation ;  the  theory  with  the  practice  .if  their  piolcssion.  The  consideraticms  which  urge 
respect  fortius  reconunendatio'n,  are  connected  with  eveiylliin-'  wliich  the  nation  has  to  hope  from  its 
naval  establishment.  They  may  be  glanced  at,  hut  cannot  he  suitaMy  discussed  in  this  report.  The 
situation  of  our  country;  the  nature  of  its  teiritory  and  its  coasts;  the  extent  of  its  commerce;  the 
character  of  its  institutions,  and  its  political  connections  —  all  point  uneriin-ly  to  that  establishment  as 
the  security  for  its  peace  and  its  honor.  It  no  longer  remains  a  dcliatahle  (piestion,  whether  we  shall 
look  to  the  navy  as  one  of  the  means  by  which  our  interests  are  to  he  most  cheaply  ami  most  securely 
protected.  It  has  been  settled  by  a  course  of  events,  which  have  carried  the  nation  forward  to  a  point 
where,  on  this  subject,  it  has  scarcely  the  liberty  to  choose.  It  has  interests  to  protect,  and  duties  to 
discharge,  which  it  cannot,  if  it  would,  disregard. 

The  problem  now  to  be  solved  by  it  is,  in  wdiat  mode  our  naval  means  may  be  commanded  most  surely, 
and  with  the  least  iM.ssil.le  burthen,' cmilu'ning  most  elliciency  with  the  smallest  expense. 

The  answer  is  helieved  to  he  plain.      I'.y  giving  to  our  oilicers    the   greatest   amount  of  science    and  - 
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skill,  by  fitting  all  to  command  the  vessels  we  may  choose  to  build  and  the  seamen  we  may  be  enabled 
to  enlist.  By  these  means,  and  these  only,  may  we,  in  times  of  quiet,  keep  in  employment,  as  small  a 
number  of  vessels  as  our  commerce  may  absolutely  require;  and  yet,  at  the  moment  of  trouble,  swell  it  to 
the  full  extent  which  our  protection  may  demand,  and  the  number  of  our  seamen  will  permit;  the  latter 
being  the  only  limit  which  can  be  placed  to  our  naval  power.  It  is  not,  however,  in  this  circumstance  alone, 
that  well  instructed  officers  will  induce  economy:  the  better  instructed  and  more  intelligent  an  oflScer  is' 
the  more  skillfully  and  precisely,  and,  of  course,  the  more  economically,  will  he  perform  the  duties  assigned 
him.  Ignorance  is  always,  skill  never,  prodigal.  There  is  no  business,  profession,  or  occupation,  in 
the  circle  of  society,  to  which  this  principle  applies  with  more  energy  than  to  our  naval  establish- 
ment. Discipline  and  efficiency  also,  necessarily,  result  from  the  same  cause.  Educated  in  such  a  school 
as  it  becomes  the  government  to  establish,  moral  principles  are  secured,  g(Kjd  habits  formed,  subordina- 
tion learned,  honorable  feelings  encouraged  and  confirmed,  skill  acquired,  science  and  discipline  neces- 
sarily combined. 

The  illustration  of  these  truths  is  before  us  in  another  branch  of  our  national  defence,  to  which  the 
favor  of  the  government  has  been  extended:  and  the  suggestion  will  be  pardoned,  that  no  sound  arn-u- 
ment  can  be  urged  in  its  favor,  which  does  not  receive  additional  force  from  the  situation  in  which  the 
navy  is  placed,  ajid  llir  inti'icsis  am!  hopes  wliich  are  connected  with  it. 

Our  future  iKitinnal  n.nliirts  arc  {■>  icst  principally  on  it,  come  when  they  may.  It  is,  also,  the  bearer 
of  our  honor  and  our  lame  to  every  foreign  ahore.  The  American  naval  officer  is,  in  i'act,  the  representa- 
tive of  his  country  in  every  port  to  which  he  goes;  and  by  him  is  that  country,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
estimated.  With  a  well  regulated  national  pride,  this  consideration  alone  should  ensure  him  ample  means 
of  instruction  and  improvement. 

A  school,  to  be  useful  to  the  navy,  must  combine  theory  with  pi-actice.  It  must,  therefore,  be  located 
where  the  attention  may  be  directed  to  the  construction,  equipment,  armament,  and  sailing  of  vessels. 
Governor's  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  seems  to  be  well  fitted  for  all  these  objects.  The  build- 
ings and  improvements  already  upon  it,  with  sli^lit  altnations  and  repairs,  would,  probably,  be  sufficient 
for  present  accommodation;  and  if  the  public  intiivsts  Wdiild  permit  its  transfer,  for  a  time,  from  the  War 
to  the  Navy  Department,  and  an  appropriation  were  made  of  $10,000,  for  the  support  of  instructors,  the 
school  might  be  put  into  operation  with  very  little  delay,  and  its  permanent  location  be  hereafter  determined. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  report  from  this  Department,  dated  1st  day  of  January,  1824,  expressing  an 
opinion  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  augmenting  the  number  of  our  sloops  of  war,  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  and  economy  of  the  service;  and  to  add,  that  the  experience  of  the  past  year,  has 
amply  confirmed  the  reason  there  presented. 

There  are  other  alterations  which  are  not  suggested,  as  they  are  supjinsod  to  be  within  the  powers 
of  the  Department.     Some  have  been  macl<>  wilhin  tlie  last  year,  and  dthns  will  hi-reafter  receive  attention. 

Among  the  former,  are,  the  general  nrdcr  which  was  issued  resiicctiii;^-  the  arrest  and  trial  of  officers, 
a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  marked  11;  ami  a  regulation  by  which  any  person,  before  he  can  receive 
an  appointment  as  surgeon's  mate,  or,  being  a  mate,  lie  iinimoteil  to  the  rank  of  surgeon,  must  pass,  suc- 
cessfully, a  rigid  examination,  before  a  board  of  competent  siii--eiins,  both  as  to  his  moral  character  and 
his  professional  attainments,  especially  in  all  that  relates  tn  the  duties  of  his  particular  office.  The  opera- 
tion of  these  rules  need  not  be  explained;  they  have  thus  far  been  found  most  salutary. 

The  preceding  remarks  contain  the  "opinion"  called  for  by  the  resolution,  so  far  as  respects  the  navy. 

In  relation  to  the  marine  corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  various  papers  marked  1  and  2,  which 
contain  the  views  presented  by  the  commandant  of  the  corps  in  reference  to  its  numbers  and  organization. 
They  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  that  an  auginentati.m  of  i(  is  rc(|uire(l,  and  justice  seems  to  demand 
that  its  organization,  as  to  grade  andnumber  of  officers,  sh(.uld  (•orresp..nd  with  its  size.  The  same  prin- 
ciples are  applicable  to  it  as  have  been  urged  in  reference  to  the  navy,  and  which  apply  to  all  military- 
establishments. 

An  arrangement  will  be  made  with  the  War  Dei»artment,  by  which  the  officers  of  this  corps  will 
hereafter  betaken  from  the  graduates  at  West  Point. 

I  have  llie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Treasury  Depaktment,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  November  26,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  enclosing  an  extract 
from  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  25th  day  of  May  last.  In  pursuance 
of  said  resolution,  I  now  transmit  you  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  traveling  expenses  paid  to 
officers  t)f  the  navy  and  marine;  also  other  allowances  paid  to  the  same  over  the  monthly  pay  and  rations 
to  which  they  are  by  law  entitled;  the  expenses  of  courts-martial,  including  the  amount  jiaid  to  judge 
advocates  and  others  for  their  attendance  and  services,  in  each  year,  from  tiie  1st  January,  1821,  Ui  the 
olst  December,  1823,  inclusively. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATKIX.S. 
The  Hon.  Samcei,  L.  SouinARn,  Secnianj  of  the  Xavj. 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  266. 


Statcmrnt,  in  oh-dience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  May  25  1824,  showing  the 
amount  nf  trarding  expenses  received  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  and  other  alloivances 
over  Ike  monthli/  pay  and  rations  to  which  they  are  by  law  entitled;  the  expenses  of  courts-martial;  and 
the  amount  paid  to  the  judqe  advocates  and  others,  for  their  attendance  and  services,  in  each  year,  for  the 
years  1821,  1822,  and'isis,  per  statements  rejjortcd  in  this  office  from  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  to  the 
Slsl  of  December,  1823,  inclusive. 


Traveling  cxren- 
scs  of  the   officers 
of  the  navy. 

Expenses  of 

courts-martial  of 

the  navy. 

Traveling  expen- 
ses of  the  officers 
of  the  marine  corps. 

Expenses  of  courts, 
martial  of  the 

Other  allowances 
to    officers  of    the 
navy. 

Other  allowanees 
to   officers   of    the 
marine  corps. 

1821 

1822 

1823 

$14,262  11 
28,121  66 
18,238  43 

$1,569  50 
5,303  47 
3,264  79 

$1,975  73 
10,659  68 
6,983  00 

$329  50 

1,955  24 

906  50 

$93,922  22 
96,622  59 
82,089  12 

$8,444  04 
25,172  68 
26,084  74 

Total.... 

$58,625  20 

$10,137  76 

$19,918  41 

$3,191  24 

$272,633  93 

$59,701  46 

T.   ■\VATK1NS. 


Fourlh  Auditor's  Offu 


Fades  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  recruiting 


'<fthe  navy  <f  the  United  State 
Philiidelphia,  and  Baltiuiure, 


the  purposes 


Eecruitiiig  establishments  shall  be  made  at  IJostoii,  New  Y( 
the  event  of  a  great  demand  for  seamen,  at  Norfolk. 

At  each  of'thosc  places  an  ofiicer  of  the  rank  of  master  commandant  shall  be  stationed,  assisted  by 
a  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate,  belonging  to  the  station,  to  attend  the  rendezvous,  and  a  lieutenant  and 
master's  mate,  or  midshipman,  to  take  charge  of  the  men  on  board  a  receiying  ship,  which  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  a  guard  of  marines.  The  men,  while  on  board  the  receiving  ship,  shall  be  employed  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  naval  officer  of  the  station  in  making  plats,  gaskets,  and  other  useful 
public  works  which  shall  not  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  put  on  shore,  and  every  attention  must 
be  paid  to  their  cleanliness  and  comfort. 

The  receiving  ship  shall  be  stationed  some  distance  from  the  port,  and  made  to  answc 
of  a  guard  vessel. 

The  officer  engaged  in  the  recruiting  service  is  enjoined — 

To  use  every  exertion  to  procure  as  speedily  as  possible  the  number  of  men  required; 

To  enter  none  but  sound,  healthy  men; 

To  advance  only  such  amount  of  pay  as  may  be  authorized  from  time  to  time- 
To  take  good  security  in  all  cases  of  advance,  except  as  hereinafter  exc(i>Ud; 

To  take  receipts  in  duplicate  for  every  payment  made  by  him; 

To  obtain  recruiting  money  from  the  purser  or  agent,  as  the  case  njay  be,  i 
captain  or  commanding  officer; 

To  account  weekly  for  the  expenditure  of  all  recruiting  money  to  the  purs 
may  have  been  rori'ived;   and 

Tu  niukc  weekly  In  this  Department  a  report  agreeably  to  form  No.  1. 

AVIii'n  a  ship  siiall  be  in  a  port  where  a  rendezvous  may  be  opened,  and 
establisliinrnt  at  such  place,  the  captain  of  such  ship  may  select  a  suitable  roc 
captain  shall  select  fiT  siicli  seivice  an  improper  officer,  or  neglect  to  causi 
acciiurit  weekly,  and  any  <'vil  slieuM,   in  either  case,  arise,  the  captain  shall  be  I 


ider  the 


oHi. 


orders.     SIimuM  th 

.  nllicer 

recruiting  estalilisl 

n.cnt,  1 

cause  the  necessai 

V   suppi 

when  such  i-cndezv 

MIS   sli; 

the  men  shall  I.elo, 

-;   and 

2  shall   be   iransuii 

ted,   fu 

to  credit  the  an,nu> 

t  nf  tin 

account  on  th.'  l.... 

ks   nthi 

The  recinilin^ 

ellicer 

extienses    the  sum 

nl     /(///; 

Iranspnrt,  nrthesl 

acc.uutaMe    until 

the'  UK 

which  thev  niav  lu 

lenu-. 

Shuul.l  n,en  .1 

sell    IV 

mak ith  as   tn  ll 

e    circl 

warded  tM   this   D, 

partnie 

purser's   hoeks   i\n 

,p  at  ai 


ite  th;i 
I-  ulli, 
h  the 


out  the  consent  ..ttliis  |)i'partment.  His  duty,  in  suchVase', 
of  npening  snch  vende/.veus,  and,  should  he  think  proper, 
]>epartnii'nt,  judging  it  ex]iedient,  will  issue  the  necessary 
rice  be  sent  to  an}^  place  where  there  may  not  be  a  regular 
uisitions  on  the  commanding  officer  of  the  station,  who  will 
and  a  weekly  account  of  expenditures  to  be  rendered;  and 
cliers  shall  li(>  delivered  to  the  purser  of  the  ship  to  which 
vouchers  are  correct  according  to  form  No. 
the  accountant  of  the  navy,  to  enable  him 
mce  fir  recruitin<;-  in  the  ollicer's  recruiting 


dollars  f  1 
hich  he  m 
the  men 


Ins  pay  and  ratic 
md  mustered  on 
never  be  allowec 

to  take  good  sei 


of 


ill  charges  and 
receiving  ship,  the 
sums  lost  by  descr- 
1  hold  such  security 
■<port,  or  the  ship  to 


form  No.  3,  which  oath  shall  be  for- 
ng  officer  shall  receive  credit  on  the 
charge  of  such  men,  on  board  such 
isfaction  of  the  cnnmandinL;-  officer, 
s  KeparlHienI,  that  all  due  care  and 


1835.] 


OPINION    OF   THE   SECKETARY    OP    THE    NAVY 


47 


pivcaiition  were  taken  by  him  to  prevent  such  desertion,  he  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  amount  of 
money  advanced  to  such  deserters. 

AVhen  men  are  first  entered  on  board  the  ship  to  which  they  belong-,  the  certificate  of  the  command- 
ing- ollicer  nnist  bu  taken,  agreeably  to  form  No.  5,  stating  their  number,  grade,  and  condition;  and  if  it 
shall  oil  exuiiiinatidu  appear  that  any  of  tliem  are  infirm  or  unfit  for  the  service,  a  survey  shall  be  held 
on  tiieiii  liy  tiie  siiigeon  and  principal  officers  of  the  sliip,  and  if  reported  by  them  as  unfit  for  service 
ag-riH-aliiy  tn  fonii  No.  6,  they  shall  be  sent  on  shore,  and  the  recruiting  ofiScer  shall  lose  the  amount 
advanced  to  tliein,  unless  he  shall  pro.lnee  \\h:  certificate  of  the  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate  attending  the 
rendezvous,  thai  such  person  or  p^r.^ons,  so  declared  unfit  for  service,  were  at  the  time  they  were  entered, 
sound  and  healthy;  in  which  case  such  surgeon,  or  surgeon's  mate,  shall  be  held  accountable. 

The  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  to  attend  the  rendezvous,  to  examine  persons  offering  to 
enter,  is  to  reject  tJiose  that  may  be  decrepid,  lame,  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  feeble,  sickly,  or  diseased-  and 
to  give  to  the  recruiting  officer  his  certificate,  agreeably  to  form  No.  7,  of  such  as  may  be  sound  and 
healthy. 

The  recruiting  officer,  at  a  regular  station,  shall  be  allowed  one  officer  from  each  of  the  ships  f.jr 
which  he  may  bo  recruiting;  and  such  assistant  officer,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  recruiting  officer,  shall 
be  allowed  one  dallur  ami  jlfhj  i-ml.-i  |.er  day  for  the  time  he  may  be  employed  at  the  recruiting  station, 
and  no  longer.  _  Sncli  eiriilicale  must  be  countersigned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  station,  and 
upon   such  certificate,  s(j  counteisigned,   the  purser  of  the  ship,  to   which  such  assistant  officer'may 


keeping-   the  certificate  and   officer's  receipt  as  his  vouchers  in  the 


belong,  shall   pay  him  accordingly, 
settlement  of  his  account  with  this 

When  men  are  to  be  transported  IVoJii  distant  places,  the  rerruitiiig  officer  must  apply  to  the  com- 
manding- f)lHi-er  of  the  station  for  the  means,  and,  if  necessary,  lor  c^licers  to  take  charge  of  thern;  and 
if  tiie  cominaniling  nllicer  should  not  have  a  public  vessel  at  his  (lisp.sai,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  direct 
the  agent  of  the  station  to  furnish  private  conveyance;  the  expense  to  be  paid  by  the  agent,  and  charged 
under  the  proper  head  of  ajijiroprialion. 

In  no  case  shall  a  recruiting  oliicer  have  more  than  one  ^Aow.sawd' rfoWar.5  advanced  him  at  anyone 
time.  When  the  advance  received  siiall  be  accounted  for,  he  may,  cm  his  requisition,  countei-signed  by 
the  commanding  oliicer  (jf  the  station,  obtain  a  further  supply  from  the  agent  of  the  station,  if  an  officer 
of  the  rank  ol'  niasier  commandant  and  employed  at  a  regular  recruiting  establishment;  and  from  the 
purser  of  tlii'  ship  or  station,  if  the  recruiting  officer  be  of  an  inferior  grade. 

While  irien  are  on  board  the  receiving  ship,  they  shall  receive  no  supplies  of  clothing  or  other  arti- 
cles, from  the  jMirsor  of  tlio  station,  but  on  the  requisition  of  the  recruiting  officer,  countersigned  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  station;  nor  shall  such  purser  receive  a  credit  for  the  same  from  the  purser  of 
the  ship  to  which  the  men  may  belong,  until  the  requisition,  so  countersigned,  the  men's  receipt  for  the 
articles,  and  the  account  therefor,  apin-oved  by  the  recruiting  officer  and  the  commanding  ofBcer  of  the 
station,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  ship's  purser. 

That  seamen  may  be  rescued,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  from  the  fangs  of  rapacious,  unprincipled 
persons  who,  frequently  taking  advantage  of  their  habits  and  unsuspicious  character,  swindle  them  of 
the  whole  amount  advanced  to  them  by  the  recruiting  officer,  and  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  seamen  and 
the  service  generally,  leave  them  in  a  naked  and  destitute  condition  at  the  time  of  their  appearance  on 
lioaid,  the  recrniting  officer  is  expressly  enjoined  not  to  deliver  the  advance  to  any  other  than  the  men 
enlisted,  to  use  his  utmost  influence  to  induce  all  persons  enlisting  to  repair  on  board  the  receiving  ship, 
with  their  clotliing,  in  which  case  he  shall  be  authorized  to  make  the  customary  advance,  without  1akin<^ 
security;  and  he  is  to  pay  particular  attention  to  collecting  and  sending  on  board  all  clothing  and  othc'i- 
efl"ects  of  seamen  and  others,  entered  for  the  service,  and  to  take  every  means  in  his  power  to  render  the 
service  as  pleasing  as  possible. 

B.  W.  CROWNIXSniEI.D. 

Navy  Depaktmext,  3Iay  16,  1815. 


Form  No.   1. 


Return  of  money  received  by ,  for  the  recruitinn  service  at  

ending  this day  (f ,  18- 


and  expended  during  the  week 


When  received. 

From  whom  i-eceivcd. 

Amount  received  at 
each   payment. 

Amount  received  this 
week. 

Dollars.           Cents. 

Dollars. 

Cents. 

Whole  amount  received. 
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Form  No.  1 — Continued. 


AVlicn  paid. 

Paid  to. 

Shipped  for. 

How  dis- 
posed of. 

Amount  paid 
to  each. 

Whole  amount 
paid   this   week. 

Name. 

Rate. 

Dollars. 

Cents. 

Dollars. 

Cents. 

1 

_.   ^ 

■\\n,/ilr.    mil  mm  t 

• , 

T                      ,              1 

1 ' 

Beer  idling  Officer  at . 


FoKM  No.  2. 

These  are  to  certify,  that ,  recruiting:  officer  for  the ,  has  recruited petty  officers, 

. filjle  seamen, ordinary  seamen,  and boys;  that  the  said  recruits,  whose  names  are  here- 
unto attached   are  now ;  that  the  advances  of  money,  and  other  articles  made  to  the  said  recruits 

by  the  said ,  amount  to dollars  and cents;  for  which  the  accounts  and  vouchers  have 

been  delivered  to  mQ  to  be  cliarn-ed  to  the  men  respectively,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  me. 

Given  this day  of ,  IS  — . 

,  Purser  of . 


Form  No.  3. 

These  are  to  certify,  that ,  shipped  by ,  recruiting  officer  at ,  did  on  the  ■ •  day 

Qf 18 ^  dc.'.scrt  froiii  the ;  and  that  all  the  circumstances  of  his  desertion,  as  I  am  at  this 

time  informed',   are  ;  that  the  said is,  as  I  have  been  inlunued,  by   birth ,  aj;-ed 

years,  or  thereabouts,  has hair,  eyes,  dark  complexion,  and  is,  in  height,  about feet, ■ 

inches. 

Given  this day  of ,  18  — . 

■ ,  Commanding  Officer  cf  ■ •. 

Sworn  to  this day  of ,  in  the  year  18  — ,  bef  jre . 


Form  No.  4. 

These  are  to  certify,  that  I  have  examined  and  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  desertion  of 

^  from  ■ ,  entered   by ,  at  the    rendezvous   at ,   for ;    and   the   result  has 

entirely  satisfied  my  mind,  that  all  due  eare  and  precaution  was  taken  by ,  to  prevent  such  desertion. 

Given  this day  of ,  IS  — . 

,  Commanding  Officer  at . 


These  arc  to  eertily,  that lu'tty  offic 

recruited  at  the  rendezvous  at ,  by  • — 

their  general  appearance . 

Given  this day  of ,  18  — . 


ilile  seamen, ordinary  seamen,  and boys, 

i,  this   day,  entered  on  board  tiie ,  and  that 


Commanding  Officer  at 


Tliese  are  to  certify,  that  we  have  examined  - — 
and  find  him  intirm,  and  utdit  for  the  service,  havii 
opinion,  that  he  should  be  turned  on  shore. 


recruite.l  by 
;    and  w 


-,  at 

therefore 


-,  for  the 


-,  Surgeon, 

-,  Lieutenant, 

-,  Lieut,  or  Master. 
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Form  No.   1. 

1  hereby  certify,  tliat  I  liavc  exaniinccl ,  who,  this  day,  ofl'ci-cil  himself  at  the  rendezvous  at 

,  to  be  entered  as  lor ,  by ;   and  that  "the  sai<l is  sound  and  healthy. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this day  of ,  18 — . 

,  SurrjetjH  of . 


[ClRCUr.AR.] 

Serious  inconvenicMiccs  and  loss  havint;-  Iicoti  sustained,  by  the  enlistment  of  persons  into  the  naval 
service,  who  are  incoiii|i(tcnt  to  tlio  ]icrloniiancc  of  llicir  respective  duties;  it  has  become  necessary  that 
the  following  additioii;il  i-eoiihitidus  he  liencefoiw-iji-il  rJL^iilly  enforced: 

1st.  Recruiting  oftieers  are  to  use  eveiy  exertion  to  jirocure,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  the  number 
of  men  which  may  be  required;  but  they  are  to  enter  none  but  sound,  healthy  men,  and  such  as  are 
qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  station  for  which  they  may  be  entered.  They  are  to  enter  none  but 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  except  by  special  orders  from  the  Department. 

Every  person  ofl'ering  to  enlist  shall  be  carefully  examined  by  a  surgeon  or  surgeon's  mate  of  the 
navy,  or,  if  none  such  is  attached  to  the  station,  by  some  competent  physician,  who  shall  certify  to  his 
being  sound  and  healthy,  before  he  shall  be  enlisted,  or  entitled  to  receive  any  advance  of  pay,  or  gratuity 
of  any  kind  wliatever,  and  the  certificate  signed  by  the  surgeon,  surgeon's  mate,  or  physician  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  coimtei  si^ueil  hy  the  recruiting  officer,  and  forwarded  with  the  person  enlisted  to  the  commander 
of  the  vessel  to  which  \w  may  be  sent. 

When  practicable,  some  vessel  will  be  designated  to  receive  men  entered  for  the  navy,  and  stationed 
at  or  near  the  recruiting  rendezvous,  and  the  commander  of  said  vessel  shall  take  charge  of  and  receipt 
for  such  men  as  may  be  sent  him  by  the  recruiting  officer,  which  receipt  shall  exonerate  thereafter  the 
recruiting  officer  from  any  liability  on  account  of  the  dcxiTlinn  of  those  persons  mentioned  in  it.  Within 
six  days  after  the  delivery  by  the  recruiting  officer  of  any  )neii  on  board  the  receiving  vessel,  or,  where 
none  is  provided,  on  board  the  vessel  to  which  they  may  lie  assigned,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  senior 
officer  in  command  upon  the  station,  upon  the  application  of  the  recruiting  ollicer  or  commander  of  the 
receiving  vessel,  to  direct  two  medical  and  three  commissioned  sea  otlirers,  if  there  shall  be  so  many  upon 
the  station,  to  examine  carefully  such  recruits,  as  to  their  health,  qualiliciitions,  and  national  character, 
and  all  such  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  pronounce  to  lie  unfit  for  service,  or  enlisted  contrary  to 
the  directions  of  the  |)e|iaitnieiit,  shall  forthwith  be  repoited  by  them  to  the  said  senior  officer  in  command 
upon  the  station,  who  shall  torward  one  copy  of  the  rei)ort  ol  survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  to 
the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasurj',  and  one  to  the  officer  by  whom  the  men  may  have  been  entered.  If 
persons  appointed  by  the  commander  of  a  station,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  the  recruiting  officer,  surgeon,  or  surgeon's  mate,  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  examined  the  men  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment,  might,  with  ju-oper  attention,  have  ascertained  the  unfitness  for  service,  or 
other  disqualification,  of  any  person  whom  they  may  have  found  cause  to  reject,  they  shall  in  their  certi- 
ficate particularly  state  such  opinion,  and  the  ]ierson  whom  they  may  believe  to  have  been  guilty  of  the 
neglect,  that  any  loss  which  shall  be  sustained  by  the  improper  enlistment  may  be  charged  to  the  person 
througli  whose  neglect  it  was  incurred. 

No  recruiting  officer  shall  receive  credit  for  any  moneys  advanced,  unless  he  produce  the  receipt  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  paid,  the  certificate-  of  (he  purser  of  the  vessel  to  which  they  may  be  sent, 
that  their  accounts  have  been  received  and  charged,  an. 1  the  ccrtilicate  of  the  officers  of  the  survey  ordered 
bj'the  senior  ollicers  in  counnand,  as  diiccted  l.y  these  instructions,  stating  that  no  loss  had  been  incurred 
through  his  neglect  or  misconduct  in  the  enlistment  of  inqu'oper  jiersons. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  to  Capt.  Isaac  Hull,  dated  — 

Dkcemrf.r  24,  1823. 
Our  national  v.^ssels  ought  not,  and  must  not,  be  used  for  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You 
may  receive  on  hoard  specie  and  the  articles  permitted  by  the  "act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navj-," 
belonging  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  and  carry  them  from  one  port  or  place  to  another,  when  it  does 
not,  in  any  degree,  interfere  with  your  other  duties,  or  violate  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you  are. 
You  may  also  firing  to  the  United  States  specie  belonging  to  our  own  citizens,  but  you  are  in  no  case  to 
permit  anything  in  the  shape  or  character  of  public  advertisements  to  be  used,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
information  that  you  will  carry  them.  So  many  complaints  have  been  publicly  made  on  this  subject,  that 
you  will  carefully  abstain  from  everything  which  can  give  rise  to  unfriendly  connnents;  and  that  the 
government  may  know  the  extent  to  which  the  commercial  interests  of  our  citizens  are  benefited  by  tlie 
assistance  afforded  by  our  public  vessels  on  this  point,  and  be  prepared  to  answer  any  complaints  on  the 
subject  which  may  be  made  V)y  individuals  or  governments,  you  will,  from  time  to  time,  make  reports  to 
this  Department  of  all  the  specie  and  other  articles  you  may  carry,  the  places  to  and  from  which  you 
carry  them,  and  the  circumstances,  terms,  aiul  conditions,  under  which  you  do  it. 
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Erhihit.  shnu'iiu/  the  numher  of  naval  conrU-marlial  oi'deinf  hi/  iJu'  Sn-nian/  of  lln'  Kan/  to  axsevible  between 
thr  -2:,l/t  nf-  yiiy,  1821,  and  -loth  of  Maij,  1824;  the  phi.;:-,  „/  „•/,,./(  >■(-•/,  'r,„irl^  tr,-rr  held;  the  names  of 
the  (;//;r(';-s  ixnitpo^ing  the  courts;  and  (he  stations  from  ir/iirli  rarh  irrre  di  iuHed  to  attend. 


Convention 

of  the  courts. 

Names  of  the  officers  composing  the  courts. 

Where  each  officer  was 

■W-hen- 

AT  here— 

ordered  from. 

Jane  7,  1821 

Gosporl,  Va., 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

do               do           Jes<!C  Wilkinson    member         

do 

do               do           Thomas  Brown,  member 

do 
do 

1    To 

New  York, 
do 

do      Simuel  Ann-us    member                                           

do 
do 

do           J    D  Sloat  member 

do 

July  11,1821 

J.imes  A.  Hamilton,  judge  advocate 

Charlcstown,  Mass.. 

do               do           W    B    Shtibrick,  member 

do 

do 

do 

August  ir,  1821... 

do 
do 

do               do           W.  B.  Shubrick,  member 

do       • 
do 
do 
do 
New  York, 
do 
do 
do 

do            T.  W.  AVyman,  member 

do            W.  M    Ca'dwell    member 

August  24,  1821  ... 

Captain  Charles  Stewart,  president 

riosport,  A'a 

New  York   

do      Samuel  Angus,  member 

do      Edward  Trenchard,  member 

do 
do 
do 
Gosport,  Virginia, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do               do           J.  B.  Nicholson,  member 

Johns.  Sickles,  judce  advocate 

August  13,  1821    .. 

Captain  L.  Warrington,  president 

do      W.  M.  Crane,  member 

do      J.  D.  Elliott,  member 

do               do           J.  Wilkinson,'meniber 

1 

do 
do 
New  York, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do            W.  11.  Allen,  member   

Novcmlier  12,  1821 

Captain  Joseph  Bainbridgo,  president   

New  Orleans 

Gosport,  Va 

New  Orleans. 

do 

do 

do 
Gosport,  Virginia. 

January  16,  1821.. 

do            W    11    Cocke    member 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Albert  Allmand,  judge  advocate ... 

1825.] 
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Convention  of  the  courts. 


January  22,  IS 


March  1,  1822. 


March  2,  1822  . 


December  7,  1S22. 


February  10,  IS 


May  24,  1823 


May  31,  1823. 


August  4,  1S23... 


August  7,  ■ 


Philadelplii 


Beers  composing  the  ( 


Captain  Joseph  Bainbridge,  president 

do      Samuel  Angus,  member 

do      D.  Trcnohard,  member 

Master  comm.andaut  George  W.  Rodgers,  member  . 

do  do  J.  B.  Nicholson,  member 

do  do  B.  V.  Hotfman,  member 

Lieutenant  P.  F.  Voorhees,  member 

James  A.  Hamilton,  judge  advocate 

Master  commandant  C.  C.  B.  Thompson,  president 

do  do  Charles  W.  Morgan,  member  . 
Lieutenant  John  Gwlnn,  member 

do  Benjamin  Pago,  jr.,  member 

do  John  M.  Dale,  member 

George  M.  Dallas,  judge  advocate 

Captain  Thomas  Tingey,  president 

do      Charles  Morris,  member 

do      Lewis  Warrington,  member 

do      Thomas  Macdonough,  member 

do      Robert  T.  Spence,  member 

do      John  0.  Creigh ton,  member 

do      John  Downes,  member 

Wm.  C.  Ahvyn,  judge  advocate 


Captai 
do 


Master 

do 
Lieutei 


Wm.  M.  Crane,  president 

J.  D.  Elliott,  member 

commandant  E.  P.  Kennedy,  member  . 


do  J.  Will 

t  Wm.  H.  Cocke, 

do  Robert  M.  Rose, 

do  Beverly  Kennon, 

do  J.  P.  Zantzinger 

do  Thomas  Crabb,  member 

do  Andrew  Fitzhugh,  member 

Albert  Allmand,  judge  advocate 

Captain  John  Rodgers,  president 

do      Isaac  Chauncey,  member 

do      Charles  Morris,  member 

George  Sullivan,  judge  advocate 

Captain  Wm.  M.  Crane,  president 

do      Jesse  D.  Elliott,  member   

Master  commandant  R.  Ilenley,  member  and  judge  advocate 
Captain  Wm.  Bainbridge,  president 

do      Thomas  Macdonough,  member 

do      Wm.  M.  Crane,  member , 

Henry  Wheaton,  judge  advocate 

Captain  J.  D.  Elliott,  president 

Master  commandant  Robert  Henley,  member 

do  do  James  Renshaw,  member 

do  do  Sidney  Smith,  member 

do  do  Jesse  Wilkinson,  member 

Lieutenant  Wm.  L.  Gordon,  member 

do  Joseph  Smoot,  member 

Walter  F.  Jones,  judge  advocate | 

Captain  Arthur  Sinclair,  president j 

do      L.  ^Varrington,  member [ 

do      M.  T.  Woolsey,  member 

do      John  0.  Crcighton,  member 

do      John  Downes,  member 

do      J.  D.  Henley,  member 

CD.  Colden,  judge  advocate 

Captain  J.  D.  Elliott,  president 

Magtor  commandant  W.  B.  Finch,  member  . . 

do  do  R.  Henley,  member 

Albert  Allmand,  judge  advocate 

Master  commandant  G.  C.  Read,  president 

do  do  J.  J.  Nicholson,  member 

do               do           Wm.  B.  Finch,  member  . 
Lieutenant  Edward  R.  McCall,  member 

do  John  Gwinn,  member 

do  Charles  Gauntt,  member 

George  M .  Dallas,  judge  advocate 

Master  commandant  G.  W.  Rodgers,  presiden 

do  do    ,     J.  B.  Nicholson,  member 


do 
Philadelphii 


Washington,  D.  C. 

Portsmouth,  N.  Hampshir 

Gijsport,  Virginia. 

Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Baltimore. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Boston. 


Norfolk,  Virgil 


Washington,  D.  C. 

do 
Portsmouth,  N.  Ha 
Boston. 
Norfolk,  Virginia. 


Boston. 

Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

New  York. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 


Sacketts  Harbor,  N.  Y. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Boston. 

Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland. 

New  York. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 


Philadelphii 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New  York. 

do 


52 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS, 


[No.  266. 


D. — Exh  ibit — Continued. 


Convention  of  the  ( 


August  7,  1823 1  New  York. 

September 4,  1823..    New  York. 


November  4, 1823..;  Philadelphii 


November  13, 1823. 1  New  York. 


December  30,  1823.    Washington,  D.  C. 


January  9,  1824...;  Gosport,  Vs 


Names  of  the  ufiBc 


do 
do 

Maste: 


John  D.  Henley, 
Jesse  D.  Elliott, 
commandant  W.  ] 


aber. 


inch,  member  . 
).  Read,  mcmb( 


Lieutenant  J.  Gallagher,  member 
Walter  F.  Jones,  judge  advocate. 


do 


Master  comm.andant  B.  V.  Iloifman,  member New  York. 

Captain  Samuel  Angus,  president 

do      Edward  Trenehard,  member ■ 

Master  commandant  G.  W.  Rodgcrs,  member 

do  do  H.  E.  Ballard  member 

(Jo  do  J.  B.  Nicholson,  member 

do  do  B.  V.  Hoffman,  member 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Stevens,  member ■ i  do 

James  A.  Hamilton,  judge  advocate j  do 

Captain  C.  G.  Ridgely,  president Philadelphi 

Master  commandant  Thomas  Brown,  member 

do  do  Geo.  C.  Read,  member 

George  M.  Dallas,  judge  advocate 

Captain  Joseph  Bainbridge,  president   

do      Saumel  Angus,  member 

do      Edward  Trenehard,  member 

Master  commandant  G.  W.  Rodgcrs,  member 

do  do  H.  E.  Ball.ard,  member 

do  do  J.  B.  Nicholson,  member 

do  do  B.  V.  Hoffman,  member 

G.  L.  Thompson,  judge  advocate 

Captain  B.  T.  Spence,  president 

Master  commandant  A.  S.  Wadsworth,  member 

do  do  Alexander  Claxton,  member. . . 

B.  L.  Lear,  judge  advocate 

Captain  W.  Bainbridge,  president 

do      Thomas  Macdonough,  member 

do      Lewis  Warrington,  member 

do      Charles  G.  Ridgely,  member 


N  York, 
do 
do 


Baltimore. 
Washingto 


Middletown,  Connecticut. 

Gosport,  Virginia. 

Baltimore. 

Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

do 
Philadelphia. 
Norfolk. 


E. 
Head-Qi-akters  of  the  }*[arixe  Cori's,  WaxhiiKjton,  Dccrmbrr  2i,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  the  details  <it  the   etunts-martial  for  tlie  h\st 
three  years,  viz:  the  pUices  where  the  courts  were  held,  the  iianies  of  the  members  of  the  eourt,  and  the 
stations  from  whence  these  members  were  ordered. 

I  take  occasion  here  to  observe  that  the  ex|iens(s  ui'  ahiiost  the  whole  of  the  courts  lield  on  non- 
ciimmissiiined  officers  and  privates  have  been  paid,  by  llic  snitcnres  of  the  courts,  out  of  the  pay  of  such 
of  the  prisoners  as  were  convicted.  During  tiial  piriod  but  six  cimrts  have  been  held  for  the  trial  of 
commissioned  officers;  consequently  the  expenses  ineuncd  b^ 
paid  by  the  government  during  the  above  period  of  tiine  years, 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servaiu, 

ARCniHALD  llENDEKSOX,  Lieut.  Colonel  Commanding^ 
The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ci  invention  are  all  that  have  been 
urts-martial  in  the  marine  corps. 


1825.] 
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E. 

The  numhrr  of  courts-martial  in  the  United  States  7na7-ine  corps,  betinr,,  /],,■  firs/  ,,f  Xn 
Jirst  of  Xnn;nli,'r,  1824;  the  stations  ivhere  held;  the  time  of  coiirr„/,n,i ,'  ll,r  o//,  •, ,-. 
and  wlicrc  ordered  from,  as  folloios:  Whole  miviber  sijcty-fiiv,  of  wliirh  si.r  inn-  fu 
sioned  ojjicers. 


d<rr.  ]S21,  and  the 

■/,"  "u„/,os,'d  thnn, 
hr/rudofcommis- 


i 

n 

Convention  of  the  courts. 

Names  of  the  officers  composing  the  courts. 

Where  each  offic 
ordered  from 

r  was 

i 

iz; 

AV  hen- 

Where- 

1 

November  2,  1821.. 
November  26,  1821. 
November  26,  1824. 
December  11,  1821. 
December  17,  1821. 

January  4,  1822... 
January  30,  1822.. 
February  9,  1822.. 
March  14,1822.... 
April  25    18''2   .... 

IIcad-(iuartcrs 

Charlestown,  Mass.. 

Head-quarters 

Head-quarters 

Philadelphia 

Head-quarters  .... 

Head-quarters 

Philadelphia 

Head-quarters 

First  Lieutenant  James  Edelin,  president 

On  this  station, 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 

do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

New  York. 

PortsmoDth,  N.  H 
Head-quarters. 
New  York. 
Head-quarters. 

do 

do 
On  this  station. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do            \Vm,  A.  Bloodgood,  member 

2 

J    H.  Hcileman,  judge  advocate    

3 

Lieutenant  Parke  G    Howie    member 

do            E.  I.  AVeed,  judge  advocate 

4 

do            George  W.  Walker,  member 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

do                       James  Edelin  member      

fi 

Second  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Brevoorte,  supernumerary 

do                          James  M-Cawlcy,  jr.,  supernumerary 

do           James  M.  Clements,  member 

do           W.  A.  Bloodcood    member    .    . 

7 

do           Elijah  I.  Weed,  president 

do           W .  A.  Bloodgood,  member 

j, 

Major  John  M.  Gamble    president 

do           A.  N.  Brevoorte,  member 

do           Stephen  M.  Rogers,  member 

q 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

do            James  Edelin,  member 

do            Stephen  Rogers,  member 

Doctor  Charles  B.  Hamilton,  judn-e  advocate  .... 

in 

do            Wm.  A.  Bloodi'ood,  member      

'  This  court  was  ordered  for  the  trial  of  a  commissione 


r,   and  such  other  prisoners  as  might  be  brought  before  it. 
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1 

Convention  of  the  courts. 

Names  of  the  ofEcers  composing  the  courts.              1 

Where  each  officer  was 
ordered  from. 

When— 

Where— 

May  1,  1822 

May  2,  1822 

May  10,  1822 

May  29,  1822 

Juno  5,  1822 

June  29,  1822 

August  12,  1822... 
August  20,  1822... 

October  7,1822.... 
October  7,  1822.... 
November?,  1822. 
November  20,  1822 

Philadelphia 

do 

do 

12 

Major  Richard  Smith    president 

do 

IIeail-C[uartcr3 

Philadelphia 

Head-quarters 

Head-quarters. 

do 

do 

I  icutcnant  J-imes  Fdelin    member 

do 

do 

do 

do            Elijah  I    Weed,  memljer     

do 

do            H    W    (Jardner  member 

do 

do 

do 

Head-qu.irters 

Erie,  Pennsylvania  . 

Philadelphia 

do 
do 

do 

do 
do 

do            J    G    Williams    membor 

do 

do 

18* 

Brevet  Major  Samuel  Miller,  president 

Head-quarters. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Baltimore. 
Navy  yard,  D.  0. 
Head-quarters. 
On  this  station. 
Head-quarters. 
On  this  station. 

Lieutenant  Charles  R.  Broom,  member 

do            Elijah  J    Weed    member 

Joseph  C    Hall    judge  advocate     

la 

do            Abraham  M.  Brovoorte,  member 

do 
do 

Charlestown,  Mass.. 

i 

Head -quarters 

i 

do 
do 

do 

do 
Portsmouth    N    H 

21 

On  this  station, 
do 
do 
do 
do 

This  court  was  ordered  for  the  trial  of  a  commi; 


iht  be  brought  before  it. 


1825.] 
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Convention  of  the  courts. 

Names  of  the  officers  composing  the  courts. 

Where  each  officer 
ordered  from. 

AVhen— 

Where— 

22 

November  26,  1822 
December?,  1822.. 

December  23,  1822. 
January  14,  1823... 

February  20,  1823  . 

April  2,  1823 

March  24,  1823.... 
March  21,  1823.... 

April  23,  1823 

May  27,  1823 

May  26,  1823 

Juno  11,  1823 

Head-quarters 

Uead-quartcrs 

Lieutenant  Goo.  W.  Walker,  member 

do            J.  6    Williams    member       .                      ..•• 

On  this  station, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Was  on  his  return 
station,  at  Philad 
having   delivered 
tachmentofmens 
folk. 
On  this  station, 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
On  this  station. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 
On  this  station. 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Head -quarters. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
On  this  station. 

do            H.  ^    Crabb    member               .    ... 

Joseph  C    Hall   judge  advocate 

23 

do            fieo.  W.  Walker,  member 

do            H.  N    Crabb   member 

do            John  Lowry,  member 

Joseph  C.  Hall,  judge  advocate 

Ilcad-quarters 

Philadelphia 

Charlestown,  Mass.. 

Henry  W.  Ducachet,  judge  advocate 

V-i 

do            Henry  W.  Gardner,  member      

do            Job  (i.  Williams,  member 

to  hia 
Iphia: 
a   de- 
tNor- 

do            Augustus  A    Nicholson    member 

Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  English,  member 

do            George  Cooper,  member 

do            Alvin  Kdson,  member       

Head-quarters 

Now  York 

29 

do            Job  G.  Williams,  member 

do            Joseph  C.  Hall,  judge  advocate 

30 

Charlestown,  Mass.. 
Navy  yard,  D.C.... 
New  York 

do            Benjamin  Macomber,  member 

do            MarcellusM.  Little,  member 

do            Joseph  L    C    Hardy,  member 

11 

32 

do            James  Edelin,  member 

do            Job  G    Williams,  member 

do            Henrv  B.  Tyler,  member 

do            Joseph  C    Ilall   jud^'c  advocate       .    . 

33 

Brevet  Major  R.  Smith,  president 
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vention  of  the  courts. 


June  11, 1S23 New  York . 


August  5,  1823 New  York . 


August  5,  1823....    New  York. 


August  20,  1323...     Charlestown,  Mass. 


August  2,  1823 Head-quarters. 


Septembers,  1823.    New  York. 


September  3,  1823  .    Head-quarters. 


October  4,  1823 


November  12,  1823.    New  York 


November  21,  1823.     Charlestown,  Muss. 


December  15,  1823.    Philadelph: 


December  20,  1823.'  Gosport,  Vu 


Names  of  the  officers  composing  the  courts. 


Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member 

do  Benjamin  Macomber,  member 

do  Marcellus  M.  Little,  member 

do  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  member 

Samuel  L.  Gouverneur,  Esq.,  judge  advocate.. 

Brevet  Major  Richard  Smith,  president 

Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member 

do  Benjamin  Macomber,  member 

do  Marcellus  M.  Little,  member 

do  George  F.  Lindsay,  member 

Brevet  Major  J.  M.  Gamble,  president 

Lieutenant  George  D.  Brewerton,  member 

do  Augustus  A.  Nicholson,  member... 

do  James  M'Cawley,  member 

do  John  Lowry,  member 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Major  R.  D.  Wainwright,  president 

Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  English,  member 

do  George  Cooper,  member 

do  Charles  F.  Spering,  member 

do  John  Lowry,  member 

Wm.  C.  Alvin,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Linton,  president 

do  Wra.  W.  Dulany,  member 

do  Samuel  S.  Coejemans,  member 

do  Job  G.  Williams,  member 

do  H".nry  B.  Tyler,  member 

Dr.  John  A.  Kearney,  judge  advocate    

Major  Richard  Smith,  president 

Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member 

do  Benjamin  Macomber,  member 

do  Marcellus  M.  Little,  member 

do  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  member 

Samuel  L.  Gouverneur,  Esq.,  judge  advocate.. 
Lieuienant  Thomas  A.  Linton,  president 

do  Wm.  \f.  Dulany,  member 

do  Samuel  S.  Coejemans,  member  . ... 

do  Henry  B.  Tyler,  member 

do  Job  G.  Williams,  member 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Linton,  president 

do  James  Edelin,  member 

do  Parke  G.  Howie,  member 

do  Wm.  W.  Dulany,  member 

do  Wm.  A.  Randolph,  member 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Major  Richard  Smith,  president 

Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member 

do  Samuel  S.  Coejemans,  member 

do  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  member 

do  George  F.  Lindsay,  member 

Samuel  L.  Gouverneur,  Esq.,  judge  advocate.. 

Major  R.  D.  Wainwright,  president 

Captain  Samuel  E.  Watson,  member 

Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  English,  member 

do  Charles  F.  Spering,  member 

do  Alvin  Edson,  member 

,Tohn  A.  Kearney,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Major  J.  M.  Gamble,  president 

Lieutenant  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member 

do  James  M'Cawley,  member 

do  Job  G.  Williams,  member 

do  Horatio  N.  Crabb,  member 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Captain  Wm.  Anderson,  president 

do      Wm.  H.  Freeman,  member 

Lieutenant  Benjamin  Richardson,  member  .... 

<bi  George  W.  Walker,  member 

do  Richard  Douglass,  member 

do  Thomas  B.  Barton,  supernumerary 


On  this  station. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
On  this  station. 


Philadelphia 
On  this  statM 


Portsmouth,  N. 

do 
On  this  station. 


Head -quarters. 
On  this  station. 


Head-tiuarters. 
On  this  station. 
Head-quarters. 
On  this  station. 


1825.] 


OPINION    OE    THE    SECRETARY    OF    THE    NAVY. 


57 


Convention  of  the  i 


December  20,  182,S.    Oosport,  Va. 
December  30,  1823.    Philadclphi: 


46        January  2,  1824  . 


47     I  January  7,  1824  ....  New  York 


February  6,  1824  , 


February  18,  1824 


March  22,  1824. 


Head-quarters. 


Head-quarter 


July  IC,  182 


Philadelphi; 
On  this  stati 


Walter  F.  Jones,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Major  J.  M.  Gamble,  president On  this  station. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member Head-quarters. 

do  James  MCawley,  member On  this  station. 

do  Job  G.  Williams,  member ;  do 

do  Horatio  N.  Crabb,  member t  do 

Samuel  Rush,  Ksq.,  judge  idvocate 

Major  R.  D.  Wainwright,  president '  do 

Captain  S.  E.  AVatson,  member Portsmouth,  X. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  English,  member do 

do  Charles  F.  Spering,  member ,   On  this  station. 

do  Alvin  Edson,  member '  do 

Charles  F.  Waldo,  judge  advocate 

Major  Richard  Smith,  president ,  ^\o 

Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member !  do 

do  Marcellus  M.  Little,  member 

do  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  member 

do  George  F.  Lindsay,  member 

Samuel  L.  Gouverneur,  Esq.,  judge  advocate.. 

Major  Richard  Smith,  president 

do  John  M.  Gamble,  member 

Lieutenant  Wm.  A.  Bloodgood,  member 

do  Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy,  member : . . !  do 

do  George  F.  Lindsay,  member i  do 

William  Van  Hook,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Lieutenant  Charles  Broom,  president Navy  yard,  D.  C. 

do  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member !   On  this  station. 

do  Henry  W.  Gardner,  member '  do 

do  Henry  B.  Tyler,  member j  do 

do  Wm.  T.  Bourne,  member [  do 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

Lieutenant  C.  R.  Broom,  president Navy  yard,  D.  C. 

do  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member |   On  this  station. 

do  Henry  W.  Gardner,  member 

do  Wm.  A.  Bloodgood,  member 

do  Henry  B.  Tyler,  member 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

Brevet  Major  J.  M.  Gamble,  president 

Lieutenant  Augustus  A.  Nicholson,  member.  .. 

do  Richard  Douglas,  member 

do  Job  G.  Williams,  member 

do  Horatio  N.  Crabb,  member do 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 

Captain  C.  R.  Broom,  president ;  Navy  ■< 

Lieutenant  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member ;   On  thi: 

do  Henry  W.  Gardner,  member 

do  W.  A.  Bloodgood,  member 

do  Henry  B.  Tyler,  member 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

Major  R.  D.  Wainwright,  president 

Captain  William  H.  Freeman,  member 

LieutenanttR.  T.  Auchmuty,  member 

do  AVard  Marston,  ujember 

do  Alvin  Edson,  member 

Charles  F.  Waldo,  judge  advocate 

Captain  C.  R.  Broom,  president 

Lieutenant  Parke  G.  Howie,  member Ou  thi; 

do  Joseph  C.  Hall,  member d 

do  Henry  AV.  Gardner,  member [  d 

do  Henry  B.  Tyler,  member d 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

Brevet  Major  R.  Smith,  president New  Y 

do  J.  M.  Gamble,  member On  thi: 

Lieutenant  Levi  Twiggs,  member d 

do  Job  G.  AA'illiams,  member d 

do  Horatio  N.  Crabb,  member |  d 

do  Marcellus  M.  Little,  supernumerary d 

Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  judge  advocate 


Nav 


•ard,  D.  C. 
I  station. 


latioD. 


ered  for  the  I 
—8  K 


jind  siu-li  other  prlsi 


^bt  before  it. 
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E. — Continued. 

s  1 

1 
Convention  of  the  courts. 

1 

Names  of  the  officers  composing  the  courts.              I 

Where  each  officer  was 
ordered  from. 

1! 

•When—             j 

Where—             | 

■ 

July,  1824 

1 
August  9,  1824...., 

July  30,  1824 

August  4,  1824  .... 

August  9,  1824.... 

August  11,  1824... 

August  24,1824... 

September  22,  1824 

October  4,  1824... 

Charlcstown,  Mass.. 

IleaJ-quarters 

Heaa-quarterg 

Philadelphia 

Head-quarters 

Head-quarters 

Head-quarters 

■ 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

56» 

do      Wm.  H.  Freeman,  member | 

On  this  station. 
Head-quarters. 

New  York 

■ 

57 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Navy  yard,  D.  C. 
On  this  station. 

do 

do 

do 

N.ivy  yard,  D.  C. 
On  this  station. 

do 

do 

do 

Samuel  L.  Gouvcrncur,  Esq.,  judge  advocate ' 

58 

59 

Henry  M.  Morfit,  Esq.,  judge  advocate , 

60 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

On  this  station. 

do 

62 

Captain  C.  R.  Broom,  president 

Navy  yard,  D.  C. 

1  Henry  M.  Morfit,  judge  advocate 

do            Henry  AV.  Fowler,  member 

do 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Walker,  member 

do 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1822,  a  general  court-martial,  composed  nf  the  officers  of  the  marine 
Marine  barracks,  Washington  city,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  trial  of  ' 

PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

HEAD-QUARTEnS    OF    THE    MARINE    CORPS, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Office,  Washington,  December  24,  1824. 


*  The  proceedings 
prisoners  as  might  con 


of  the  court  are  at  the  Navy  Department.     It  was  ordered  for  the  trial  of  a  commissioned  officer,  and  such  other 
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July                .3,  1821 
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SENTENCE  OF  THE  COURT. 

No.  4.  To  pay  all  the  experscs  of  hi.s  apprehension  and  trial ;  to  repay  all  moneys  advanced  to  him  by  the  government  on  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  kept  tive  months  at  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  12.  To  hard  labor  for  six  months,  with  ball  and  chain,  in  the  marine^barrack  at  head-quarters,  and  his  payment  of  his  portion 
of  expenses  in  the  trial. 

No.  18.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier;  to  be  kept  in  the  cells,  in  solitary  confinement,  upon  bread  and  water,  for 
the  term  of  four  months ;  after  the  expiration  of  which  term,  he  is  to  serve  eight  months  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to 
his  leg,  and  to  have  half  his  monthly  pay  stopped  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  he  shall  be  undergoing  this  punishment;  and,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  tim{,  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service  with  a  rope  round  his  neck. 

No.  20.  To  pay  the  reward  offered  for  his  apprehension,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial ; 
and  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  drammed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  21.  To  be  confined  in  the  guard  house,  and  do  the  garrison  duty;  to  have  his  rations,  of  his  pay  stopped,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  28.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to  him;  to  forfeit  all  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be  due  him  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period. 

No.  31.  To  wear  the  ball  and  chain,  at  hard  labor,  for  two  years  ;  to  forfeit  his  pay,  for  that  period,  with  the  exception  of  so  much  of 
it  as  will  defray  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court,  and  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion;  and  at  the  end  of  the  above 
time,  to  have  one-half  of  his  head  shaved,  the  opposite  side  of  his  face  blacked,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison,  with  a  halter 
round  his  neck. 

No.  :iX.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  and  to  forfeit  the  p.ny  that  is  and  may  be  due  him  during  that  period, 
and  out  of  the  above  forfeiture,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial ;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  having  been  so  short  a  time 
in  the  service,  the  court  recommend  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  four  months  of  the  above  penishment. 
Remitted. 

No.  48.  To  hard  labor,  with  a  hall  and  chain,  for  four  months,  to  be  removed  whenever  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  post  may  deem 
it  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  public  service;  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  that  is  now  or  may  be  hereafter  due  him,  the  said  Thomas 
Britt,  all  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  60.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;   to  six  months"  ball  and  chain,   and  to  p.ay  all  expenses  incident  to  trial  and  desertion. 

No.  62.  To  six  months'  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain,  in  the  marine  barracks  at  head-quarters,  and  to  pay  his  portion  of  the 
expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  63.  To  twelve  months'  hard  labor,  with  the  ball  and  chain;  to  forfeit  his  pay,  now  due  and  to  grow  due  in  that  period  of  time, 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial. 

No.  6B.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  68.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain ;  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial ;  but 
in  consideration  of  his  intention  to  return  to  barracks,  as  manifested  to  the  court,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  three  months  of  the  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  81.  To  three  months'  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  84.  To  be  confined  to  the  barracks,  upon  usual  duty,  for  three  months,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  86.  To  be  returned  to  the  post  from  whence  he  deserted,  at  Gcosport,  Virginia,  and  that  he  pay  all  the  expenses  attending  his 
desertion,  and  the  expenses  of  this  court,  and  be  confined  to  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  for  twelve  months. 

No.  87.  To  nine  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  94.  To  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial;  to  repay  all  the  moneys  advanced  to  him  by  the  government  on 
his  enlistment  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  kept  six  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  lOl.  To  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  during  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  enlistment:  to  forfeit  all  the  pay  which  is  or  may 
be  due  him  during  the  above  period;  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  desertion  and  apprehension,  and  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this 
court,  be  paid  out  of  the  above  forfeiture;  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  he  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison. 

No.  105.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg;  to  pay  all  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and 
trijil,  the  same  to  be  deducted  out  of  any  p.ay  that  is  now  or  may  be  hereafter  due  him. 

No.  114.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  115.  To  twelve  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  116.  To  two  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  having  surren- 
dered himself  up,  Ihey,  the  court,  recommend  a  remission  of  the  ball  and  chain,  and  that  ho  be  confined  to  the  guard  house,  at  night,  for 
one  month,  and  that  he  perform  the  usual  garrison  duty. 

No.  121.  To  two  years'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  124.  To  be  confined  one  week  in  the  cells  of  the  garrison,  and,  after  the  expiration  thereof,  to  six  months  to  the  marine  bar- 
racks, and  to  the  payment  of  his  proportion  pf  the  expense  of  apprehension  and  trial. 

No.  128.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  129.  To  six  months  hard  labor,  vyith  ball  and  chain,  in  the  marine  barracks  at  head  quarters,  and  to  pay  his  quota  of  the 
expenses  of  his  trial;  bnt,  in  consequence  of  his  having  surrendered  himself  two  and  a  half  days  after  the  time  at  which  he  is  charged 
with  desertion,  they  recommend  him  for  a  remission  of  one-half  of  the  term  of  six  months'  hard  labor  as  aforesaid. 

No.  132.  To  six  months'  ball  and  ch.ain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  136.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  138.  To  three  mo  iths   ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  143.  To  three  months'  confinement  on  bread  an  I  -water;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  the 
garrison;  to  pay  the  reward  ofiered  for  his  apprehension  ;  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expcn?.?  inciiliut  tc.  his  desertion  and  trial;  but, 
in  consideration  of  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommeii.l  him  ti.  tlir  li.utenaut  colonel  commandant 
fur  a  remission  of  that  p.art  of  the  above  sentence  which  directs  the  prisoner  to  be  drummiil  liui  oi   i;;nri-'.ii. 

No.  144.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  ami  I..  |ia.v  I  In-  .  xpcnses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  152.  To  forfeit  his  pay  due  to  him,  and  to  be  drammed  out  of  the  barracks;  his  pnqiurtiuu  of  the  said  pay  to  be  appropriated 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  154.  To  bo  confined  at  hard  labor  for  two  months,  and  that  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial  be  deducted  frdm 

No.  160.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  161.  To  three  months  at  h.ard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  expenses,  with  the  other  prisoners, 
incurred  by  their  trial. 

No.  165.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  b.all  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  167.  To  be  returned  to  his  post,  and  to  be  thereafter  employed  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  ch.ain,  for  the  term  of  six  calendar 
months,  and  that  he  undergo  such  monthly  stoppages  as  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial,  as  well  as  of  his  being 
returned  to  his  post. 

No.  172.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  walk  post  twenty  nights,  with  twenty  pounds'  weight  on  his  back,  from  tattoo  to  reveille; 
and  thirty  days'  solitary  confinement  in  the  cells,  on  broad  and  water,  and  pay  all  expenses  attending  his  desertion. 

No.  183.  To  three  months  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  .apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  189.  Three  months'  h.ard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  ch.ain  affixed  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  190.  To  two  months  solitary  confinement  in  the  cells,  en  bread  and  water;  and  when  that  period  shall  have  expired,  to  serve 
six  months  at  hard  labor,  during  which  period  he  is  to  be  confined  every  night  in  the  guard  room ;  and,  moreover,  to  have  half  his  monthly 
pay  stopped  for  the  term  of  eight  months. 

No.  194.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  209.  To  four  months  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and  trial;  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  four  months'  hard  labor,  to  he  drummed  out  of  garrison  in  the  usual  way. 

No.  213.  To  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  and  to  be  kept  three  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  219.   To  three  months   ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  223.  To  four  months  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain ;  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial ; 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  the  drumming  out  of  the  garrison. 

No.  225.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  227.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  228.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  236.  To  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial,  and  to  be  kept  four  month?  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  242.  To  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial,  and  to  be  kept  three  mimths  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  245.  To  the  ball  and  chain  during  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial  and  desertion. 
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No.  246.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  262.  To  two  years'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  and  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  above  period,  with  the  exception  of  so 
much  as  will  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court,  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison, 
with  a  halter  round  his  necit,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period. 

No.  275.  To  two  years'  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water;  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be  due  to  him;  and  out  of  his 
pay,  forfeited  as  above,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  above 
period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison ;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  long  confinement  as  a  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  to 
the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  that  the  above  term  of  solitary  confinement  be  remitted,  and  that  the  prisoner  be  forthwith 
drummed  out  of  the  garrison.   *. 

No.  280.  To  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be  due  him;  and,  out  of  the  pay  forfeited  as  above,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial;  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison,  as  unworthy  of  being  a 
soldier. 

No.  287.  To  twelve  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  290.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  2y2.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expense  incident  to  his  desertion  and 
trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  long  confinement  and  general  good  character,  as  testified  to  the  court,  the  court  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  five  months  of  the  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  284.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  308.  To  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  during  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  marine  corps;  to 
forfeit  all  his  pay  due  and  to  grow  due  during  that  period  of  time ;  such  part  thereof  iis  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  to  have  his  head 
shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

No.  311.  The  court  sentence  him,  in  consideration  of  his  youth  in  service,  only  to  walk  post  ten  nights,  under  charge  of  a  sentinel, 
and  to  be  confined  in  the  cells,  to  bread  and  water,  thirty  days,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  320.  To  three  months  solitary  confinement,  on  bread  and  water;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed 
out  of  garrison;  to  pay  the  reward  offered  for  his  apprehension,  and  to  pny  his  proportitn  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and 
trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  lieutenant  colonel 
commandant  for  a  remission  of  that  part  of  the  above  sentence  which  directs  the  prisoner  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  331.  To  twelve  months"  ball  and  chain;  and  to  pay  all  expenses  attendant  upon  his  trial  and  desertion,  and  advances  received 
by  enlistment  in  the  army. 

No.  334.  To  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  for  six  months,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  33'J.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  appi-ehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  348.  To  pay  all  the  exponfos  of  his  npprebension  and  trial;  to  repay  all  moneys  advanced  to  him  by  government  on  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  army  of  the  IHii.  .1  >iiifr-,  an.l  tn  \n:  kept  five  months  at  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  34't.  To  twonKinilis  !]:ii'l  htl'^r.  >\iili  i>.ill  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and  trial.  The  court 
wish  to  be  iinclcrslncid  as  iint Ilm I ini;  ili.   |,inii.>liiiient  in  this  case,  in  consequence  of  the  prisoner  s  inexperience. 

Nn.  :;i7,  Tm  hanl  lali.i,  iiiih  Ijall  and  ehaiu,  lor  six  months;  and  to  pay  for  all  the  articles  stolen,  and  the  expenses  attending  his 
apprelHiisinii  and  iiiali  arii.  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  six  months,  that  he  be  drummed  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

No.    ■|5^.    J. I  till,  r  ] Ill-    solitary  confinement  in  the  cells,  on  bread  and  water;  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  that  period,  and  to  pay 

his  pro|"Mti'in  hI  i1]i  .  \|„  ,1-.  -  iiirident  to  his  apprehension  and  trial;  to  nine  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  forfeit 
his  pay  during'  tin  al".\.  irrMil ;  l.ut.  in  consideration  of  his  youth,  and  his  being  a  recruit,  the  court  recommend  him  to  the  command- 
ant of  the  corps  for  a  reMii-,-i"ii  .it    tlir  last  inni>  i tl.s  ..t   the  foregoing  sentence. 

No.  361.  To  be  put  In  liaia  lal.-n,  «iili  l.ill  an- 1  .  iiaiii.  at  this  post,  or  any  other  post  to  which  ho  may  be  transferred,  military  or 
naval,  until  the  1st  day  ul  .\c,\  nnl"  i .  A.  l>.  I  ■-_'  I  ;   to  |,a.v  all  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

No.  363.  To  three  ni'.ntlis'  Wall  ami  ihaiii ;   to  have  Ijis  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  365.  Tcsix  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  367.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  370.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial ;  also,  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey 
stopped. 

No.  372.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg,  six  months,  and  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  his  trial. 

No.  373.  To  one  year's  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  attending  his  apprehension  and'trial  be  deducted 
from  his  pay. 

No.  375.  To  six  months'  confinement  in  a  solitary  cell,  on  bread  and  water;  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be 
deducted  from  his  pay,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  that  his  head  be  shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  the  corps  in  the  usual 
manner  in  such  c-.ises. 

No.  378.  To  two  months'  confinement  in  the  celts,  on  bread  and  water;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  to  be  restricted  to  the 
barracks  for  twelve  months,  and  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  or  may  be  due  him  during  the  foregoing  period. 

No.  379.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  two  months,  and  that  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion 
and  trial  be  deducted  from  his  pay. 

No.  396.   To  twelve  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  ami  chiiin  ;   to  forfeit  his  pay,  now  due  and  to  grow  due  in  that  period  of  time. 


ling  period,  do  adjudge  that  tl, 
1'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chi 

;  and  t..  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  above  period,  and  out  of  the  above  for- 
r-i  in  a,  and  trial;   but,  in  consideration  of  the  youth  of  the  prisoner,  th( 
1  ni],-  Ihv  a,  remission  of  three  years   hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and, 
e  said  prisoner  be  drummed  out  of  garrison, 
lin,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted    fron 

lard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain 

attached  to  him;  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be  due  to  him  at  Iht 

No.  401.  To  three  mont 
his  pay. 

No.  402.  To  six  months 

•     Xo.  in;:.    In  -i\  innnth'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  cha 
propnili ■  Hi-  r\|M  hsi-  ali.ialing  this  court. 

X.i.  ill.  J'r  ,-i\  in  riitli-  li.n-il  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg;  to  pay  all  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and 
trial,  the  same  to  be  dediuvted  from  any  pay  that  is  now,  or  may  be  hereafter  due  him. 

No.  417.  To  two  months  solitary  confinement,  on  bread  and  water;  at  the  expiration  thereof  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  attending  his  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  418.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion 
and  trial. 

No.  419.  Tn  liiird  lal.nr.  with  a  ball  and  chain,  until  enough  pay  shall  accrue  to  him  t<i  |iav  tin    i\i„  uses  attending  his  desertion; 

to  pay  nineteen  d nllai,-  tn  l.i.  nt.nant  Lorry,  the  estimate  value  of  his   coat,  and  to  \k\\  In-    |  in|,.,i  i, f  two  days'  expenses  of  this 

court,  and.  at  ilm  .  \|,)iati .1   lli.at  time,  to  be  drummed  out  of  barracks,  with  the  Ko^'n.^  -  Man  I,,  and  the  usual  tokens  of  disgrace. 

No.  42ti.  In  lu,  l\  r  nmriihs  solitary  confinement,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  exian>rs  Inrid,  nt  to  Lis  desertion  and  trial;  but, 
in  inn-i  li  liii  !.  ;  I  J.  I  a  111  L- I  .  ndn.  t  nt  tin-  ]irisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  lieutenant  colonel  command- 
ant Inr  i  I'll. I    .i.v.aii iih-ni    I  lir  -nliiaiy  confinement. 

Nn     ,1      I      I         I  1  .  \|    ii-i  -  if  1,1-  ..]|iiMi.  n-n.n  and  trial,  and  to  be  kept  two  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

Nn.  i:'.,  I  .  1  •■  li,  innhili-  111  11  n  I  Liiinr,  ui  t  li  ball  aud  chaiu ;  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be  due  him  during  the  above 
perind -,  andmiini  11,1  iiij  1  .  Ml  tn  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial,  and,  at  the  expira- 
tion "f  111-  ali-nr  |iri  n,  1  I  .  I ,.   t  of  tlie  garrison. 

X.i.  IJ-.   'In-i\  111. 1,1         ,11  111,  uith  ball  and  chain;  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by  his  desertion,  and  to  pay  his  proportion, 

with    tlir   iillnl-   [II  i-nlar-,   n[     'In     ,    \  |ii,|  -,  -  of    this  COUrt. 

No.  429.  To  six  luontlis   ball  and  ehain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  attendant  upon  his  trial  and  desertion. 

No.  431.  To  four  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison,  with  a  halter 
round  his  neck. 

No.  432.  To  six  nioiitlis'  ball  and  ehaiii,  and  to  jiay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  44tl.  'i  n  ilii I  il,^    L.ill  ,11,  ;  1  li  nil.  Mild  I  ,  |",i  V  ,i:i  ,  -,  i,i  ii-rs  of  dcscrtiou  and  trial. 

No.  441.   'In  1,1  i     i  '  ,   111  ;    1  ,1      1.    <      II        1  11.  fnr  the  space  of  three  months;  and  to  be  confined  in  the  guard 

room  of  night-,  n     i  -        i     ■  j    i  '         ,,  id. 

No. 41(1.    I II    ,  :         I   111      11  I,'   ill    1     I         M      II   I  In  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.    l.'ill.    'I  .,  -l\    HI,       ',i::    11,1  ,!n      ,1,11      i,,;.     ,',  1   \  |  mn -1  -  nt    lirMa  t  ion  and  trial. 

N".    Id.    InimlM  n,   ill      1     :  ill   I  1     :  li    lit s  it  u  li  i  -  key  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

Nil.  l,is.  In -I  \  111  111  i,  li'ii,  1  ,1  '  1 1  1.  aiil  1  wo  iiiniii  h-  i-ells,  upon  bread  and  Water ;  but,  in  consideration  of  his 
previnii-  I liij.  III.  III.  Ill-  I  1 ,  1,  1,,,  I   1 11.1   iiidani  a  1. mission  of  that  part  which  punishes  by  imprisonment  in  the 

cells  Inr  t« Ulll.s;   and   tn   |ia\    lin-   .xi.i  n-.  -   ni     i,,s   lin.l. 

No.  405.   To  be  cuiiliiied  to  the  banatk--  at  li.ud  labi.i,  nith  ball  an.l  chain,  twelve  months;  but,  in  cousefiucnee  of  having  surren- 
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dered  himself  so  soon  after  desertion,  the  court  recommend  a  remission  of  eight  months'  confinement;    to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  court. 

No.  474.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  hall  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  bj  the  sitting  of 
this  court. 

No.  475.  To  twelve  months"  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  4y3.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  of  the  barracks  for  one  month,  on  bread;  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial,  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  barracks. 

No.  496.  To  forfeit  all  the  pay  that  is  or  may  be  due  to  him,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison. 

No.  508.  To  be  punished  by  six  months"  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg;  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  his 
desertion  and  trial,  the  same  to  be  deducted  from  any  pay  that  iii  or  may  be  duo  him. 

No.  511.  To  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  six  months,  and  to  pay  ail  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  512.  To  twelve  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  534.  To  be  kept  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  until  his  pay  account  shall  be  settled;  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial, 
and,  when  his  pay  account  shall  be  settled,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison  in  the  usual  manner. 

No.  536.  To  eighteen  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain ;  and  to  have  the  pay  now  due,  and  which  may  be  dne  to  him,  stopped 
during  the  above  period;  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  apprehension  and  trial;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
above  period  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  538.  To  three  months"  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  540.  To  three  months"  hard  labor,  with  hall  and  chain;  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  above  period,  and  out  of  the  above  for- 
feiture to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  545.  To  be  confined  one  week  in  the  cells  of  the  garrison;  and  after  that  time,  six  months  to  the  marine  barracks  at  head- 
quarters, subject,  also,  to  the  payment  of  his  portion  of  expenses  in  his  apprehension  and  trial. 

No.  550.  To  twelve  months'  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  forfeit  his  pay  now  due,  and  to  grow  due  in  that  period  of  time,  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  expense.'^  of  his  apprehension  and  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  inexperience  as  a  soldier, 
(the  person  being  but  few  months  in  the  service,)  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps  as  a  fit  object 
for  the  remission  of  six  months  of  his  sentence. 

No.  554.  To  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  for  the  remainder  of  his  service ;  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial ;  to  have 
his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  time,  to  be  drummed  out  of  service. 

No.  555.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg,  for  twelve  months,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  557.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  bo  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  563.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial,  and  all 
the  expenses  ot  his  desertion. 

No.  564.  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  two  months,  and  that  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial  bo  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  578.  To  four  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be  confined  twelve  months  to  the 
barracks;  and  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion;  and  when  the  term  of  his  confinement  to  the  barracks  shall  cease,  to  forfeit 
all  the  pay  that  may  be  due  him,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  580.  To  walk  post  twenty  nights  with  twenty  pounds'  weight  on  his  back,  from  tattoo  to  reveille;  and  thirty  days'  solitary 
confinement,  on  bread  and  water,  in  the  cells;  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  term,  to  be  continued  to  hard  labor  until  a  sufficient 
amount  shall  be  due  him  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion,  and  be  then  dismissed  the  service,  as  worthless. 

No.  581.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  incident  to  his  trial  and  desertion. 

No.  583.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  incident  to  trial  and  desertion. 

No.  586.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and 
trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  long  confinement,  and  good  conduct  whilst  a  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the 
commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  four  months  of  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  587.  The  court  sentence  him,  in  consideration  of  his  youth  in  service,  only  to  walk  post  ten  nights  under  charge  of  a  sentinel; 
and  to  be  confined  in  the  cells  thirty  days,  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  588.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  serve  six  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may  be 
due  to  him  during  the  above  period;  and  out  of  his  pay,  forfeited  as  above,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court,  and  the 
expenses  incident  to  his  desertion;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  tlie  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  594.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  599.  To  two  years'  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  601.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain ;  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  said  period ;  and  out  of  the  said  forfeiture 
to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  610.  To  nine  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  612.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  desertion  and  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  former  good 
conduct,  recommend  that  he  be  reinstated. 

No.  617.  To  four  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  his  desertion,  and  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  court. 

No.  638.  To  have  his  head  shaved,  his  face  blacked,  and  then  to  be  drummed  out  of  barracks,  with  the  Rogue's  March,  and  the 
other  usual  tokens  of  disgrace;  and  to  forfeit  all  the  pay  that  may  be  due  him,  out  of  which  is  appropriated  a  proportion  of  the  expenses 
of  this  court. 

No.  639.  To  pay  all  expenses  of  his  trial,  and  that  he  pass  three  months  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  642.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain;  and  have  his  rathms  of  whiskey  stopped;  and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  desertion 
and  trial. 

No.  646.  To  be  confined  for  one  mouth  to  the  cells  of  these  barracks,  upon  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expen- 
ses of  the  trial. 

No.  648.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  two  months,  and  that  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion 
and  trial  be  deducted  from  his  ])ay. 

No.  650.  To  hard  labor  for  three  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  expense,  with  the  other  prisoners, 
incurred  by  this  trial. 

No.  666.  To  six  months'  solitary  confinement,  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  deser- 
tion and  trial;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  inexperience  of  the  prisoner  as  a  soldier,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  lieu- 
tenant colonel  commandant,  for  a  remission  of  five  months  of  the  solitary  confinement. 

No.  662.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  665.   To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  667.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  681.  To  serve  the  remainder  of  his  term  of  enlistment  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  and  may 
be  due  to  him ;  and  out  of  the  foregoing  forfeiture,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  desertion  and  trial ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  above  period  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  youth  of  the  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully 
recommend  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps,  that  the  said  prisoner  be  drummed  out  of  garrison  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  of 
the  above  period. 

No.  687.  To  be  confined  to  the  barracks,  at  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain,  for  twelve  months  ;  but  they  recommend  the  commandant 
to  remit  four  months  therotif ;  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  691.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain ;  to  have  his  rations  of  whiskey  stopped,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  desertion  and  trial. 

No.  092.  To  three  months"  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  apprehension  and  trial  be  deducted  from 
his  pay. 

No.  695.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  trial  be  deducted  from  his  pay. 

PARKE  G.  IIOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

HEAD-gnARTERS  OF   THE  MARINE  CORPS, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Office,  H'ashington,  November  n,  1824. 
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NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  266. 


trird  by  a  courf-marfiaJ,  for  otJin-  nfenrr^  than  de^^rrlion,  hdurm  the  \M  Navcmher,  1821,  and  the 
'did  October,  1824;  amounting  in  all  to  191. 


Nai 


^VllCll  ti-ie( 


w 


tried. 


Aiuli-ow  nines 

Martin  Barnes 

Frederick  Koflinan  .  . . , 

Patrick  Haiinao-an 

William  L.  Wartield  .  . 

Jcilin  G.  Laskey 

Samuel  Prichard 

Jonathan  Brown 

John  Bochnien , 

Charles  Blake 

Sevmonr  Stont 


Williain  Neip 
Ju]inCas..]v. 

Jacob    Cnl,,.,'! 

Samnel  Whit 
James  Belchc 
Daniel  Quinn 
Michael  Byon 
Lyman  Pottei 
J,"ihn  Nash., 
("aleh  |-(,stei- 
Jul, II  1',.  l>ir,|, 


November  26th,  1821 

do 

do 

do 

do 
December  ITth,  1821. 

do 
January  4th,  1822 

d.> 


Alex  a  1 


1). 


John  (;ibsnn 

Jacob  Goheen 

Nicholas  Balvine 

Dudley  Averv 

Daniel  M'Neill 

John  Dixon 

William  Lane 

Jacob  Sti|ie 

Wm.  S,  AVitsel 

Thomas  Win-ate 

Jacob  Daniels(.in 

William  Botsford 

John  Flova  

Samuel  Pritchard 

Luke  Duncan 

Dennis  Sullivan 

Daniel  Bartlett 

Henry  Johnson 

WilUaui  LantlKa-n   

Hcnrv  Johnstm I 

Daniel  T.  Bartlett [ 

James  Boyle 

Jamos  Scott 

K,,b,.rt  alias  Ki.-liard  Walsh 

Chrisloi.lier  r..dtoii 

(Jeori^v  \V.  Miniro 

Alexander  Co.n 

EdwanlSleward 


1822. 


do 

do 

do 
Januarv  5t 

do 
Januii     30th,  1822... 

d.i 

Ao 

do 

d.j 

do 
February  14th,  1822.. 


18i 


AViUiam  Wickum  .  . 
Simmons  Caton.... 

John  Simons  

Anthony  Harmon  .  . 
Samuel*  Whitehonse 

Daniel  Quinn 

John  Murphv 

Alexand.T  Johnson 
Kudol|,h  l',ri-ard... 

James  Shamer 

Edwaril  Steward   .  . 

David  Brown 

Timothy  Battle 

Seymour  Stout  . .  .  . 
GJoro-e  Burnett.... 
Francis  Ib.wland  .. 

Jacob  Lewis 

Tristram  Williams. 


March  14th,  1822 

do 

d(j 
April  25th,  1822. 

do 

do 

do 
May  1611 

d., 

d... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
May   Lst,    ISi 

do 
May  2d,  182; 


May  29th,  D 
Ahiy  2d,  182: 


111,  18-: 
d.. 

do 


ry  14t 

do 
do 

An 
do 
do 


February  20th,  1823. 
March  24th,  1823.... 


ILead-.iuarters. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d.) 
Boston,  Afass. 
Philadel|ihia. 

d(_, 
IIead-(iaarters. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Pliiladelphia. 

do 
Head-quarters. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d(j 

do 


do 

do 
New  York. 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 
Head-quarter,' 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 
New  York. 


1825.] 
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G. — Continued. 


Names. 

When  tried. 

Where  tried. 

73 

Dani.'l   M-l)evit 

Thomas  Crawford 

March  241h,  1823 

do                

do                 

do                

d.'i                '...'.'.'.'. 
<U                

April  2d    1823 

^e^^   York, 
do 
do 
do 
.1., 

74 

Absalom  Kirbv 

75 
76 

Michael  Flanai;-an   

Peter  Mason    ' 

77 

William  Brown 

do 

William  Miller 

79 

Boston,  Mass. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New  York. 

do 
Navy  yard,  D   C. 

80 

James  P.  Welch 

81 

John  Burke 

do 

82 

John  Marlow 

do 

83 

Frederick  A.  Thompson 

do 

84 

Kuliff  Conover 

April  28th,  1823 

do              

May  26th,   1823 

June  nth,  1823 

do             

d,.             

do             

August  2d,   1823 

d(j                

do                

August  5th,  1823 

do                

do               

do               

do               

do               

do                

August  20th,  1823 

September  8th,  1823 

do                      

do                      

do 

do 

do                     

do 

do 
November  12th,  1823.  .  . 
December  15th,  1823 

do                      

December  30th,  1823.... 
January  7tli,  1824 

do                  

do                  

do                 

do                 

do                  

do                 

January  2d,  1823 

do                

do                

February  18th,  1824 

do                     

do                     

do 

do 
March  22d,  1824 

do             

do             

do             

do             

85 

Alexander  Coen 

86 

87 
88 

Joshua  Hall 

do 
do 

89 

William  Kob  rts 

90 

John  Pritchard . . 

91 

Head-quarters. 

do 

do 
New  Y,  ,rk. 

92 

93 

Michael  Tierney 

94 

■\\'illiam   Glenn 

95 

96 

Peter  M.  Dobs 

97 

98 

John  Wells 

do 

99 

Thomas  Crawford 

100 
101 
102 
103 

John  May 

do 

William  IJoiii^rts 

Ste|ih<>n  Uelisle 

Boston,  Mass. 
New  York. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Philadelphia. 

do 

do 
New  York. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Boston,  Mass. 

do 

do 
Head-quarters 

do 

104 

105 
106 

Archibald  Sloan 

Andrew  Pride 

107 

Patrick  Hynes 

108 

109 

Robert  B.  Harris 

110 

Samuel  Lee,  jr 

111 

Robert  Killpatrick 

112 

Seth  B  Alby 

113 

114 

Robert  Varick 

115 

Jacob  De  Hart 

116 

Charles  M'Intyre 

117 

Charles  M   Bradstrcet 

118 

John  M'Ewen 

119 

Jul,:, than  Jusejih 

120 

('hristn],l„r  Belton 

121 
122 

Jn,,all,an   Dunelly 

William  Smith 

123 

124 

125 
126 

James  Davis 

Oriel  T    Tlmmas 

127 

Vincent  Martin 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New  York. 

do 

do 
Head-quarters. 

do 

128 

Jacob  Danielsou 

129 

Frederick  Poole 

130 

131 

Michael  Tierney 

132 

Is,arl  Mortnn 

133 

W,lliaii,  Dca/. 

134 

AViUiaii,   Flrniing 

135 

Ja,,ii's  M'l,,tvre 

136 

(H"lf,vv  Kplev 

John  Vandcrzees 

do             

137 

138 

Isaac  K.Meason 

139 

Henry  Iliekson 

do 

140 

Chatham  Carter 

do 

141 
142 

Jacob  De  Hart 

John  Malouey 

■  February  6th,  1S23 

do                    

do                    

June  nth,  1824 

do              

143 

144 

Oreal  T.  Thomas 

145 

John  Vanderzee  .... 
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No. 


146 

UT 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

1 6:3 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 


N; 


.Jiicul,  Daniclsnn... 
•iDScph  (iil.lH,:is  ... 
William  Maluiiv... 
MavtiiiCnnnin.i... 
Martin  Winniii-liaii 

.T..I1U  l,,.ak.- 

Itichanl  IIcrlM'il... 
Joseph  Gibbuns... 

Eli  Stevenson 

Silas  Owens 

James  Shanier 

William  Smith  ... 
Peter  Wiekars  ... 
AViUiam  Bradlev.  . 
Eli  Stevenson  .... 

AVilliani  Flemin-  . 
William  Lane  .  . .  . 

John  C.  Lnskov  .. 
Kol.ert  M't'ormi.k 
William  Lan..  .... 

Eli  Stevnson  .... 

llorali..  rr..ss  .... 

John  Flora 

John  W.  Simmos.. 

Jacob  Sti|.o 

iimijumiu  rrai-... 
Jacob  Sinister.... 

John  AVimer 

John  Conner  

William  Bevlin... 

John  Doran 

John  Lan-'hlin  ... 
James  15.  Ervine.  . 

]»anirl    Xorth 

Thoma:.  Cu.l.lv  ... 

Ileiirv  .Mfor.l 

Jamo's  I'.rvaii 

John  IJa.xter 

William  Johnston. 
Joseph  B.  Lamb  .  . 
Jonathan  ]3ro\vn .  . 

John  Burke  

Albert  Patters,  in.. 

Patrick  Queen 

Abraham  Reeve  .  . 
James  Roach 


i llead-i 


Juno  17ih,  1><24 i     Boston,  Mass. 

'1 '1- 

July   3(Uh,  1S24 I     IL'ad-quarters. 


An-ust  4lh,  1824.. 


Au"-nst  9tli,  1S24 Philad.dphia. 

do  '  do 

An-iist  24th,  1S24 llead-iinarters. 

.lo  do 


1S24. 


do 

do 

do 
(h, 

An-nst  12th,  1S22 

do  


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

.  i  do 

do 

.!     Philadelphia. 


do                  !  New  York. 

do                   I                   do 

do                   do 

Noveniber  26th,  1822,  .  .!  llead-qnarters. 


December  7th,  1822. 


D.H'embor   23d,  1822.. 
N.ivember  24tli,  1824. 


April  12th,  1824. 
do 


New  York. 
Bost.in,  Ma 


Philadelph: 
do 


SENTENCE  OF  THE  COURT. 
■d  labor,  with  a,  l.all  and  chain  affi.^vcd 
ird   labor,  with  ball  and  clia 


ed  t. 


and  to  paj'  Lis  proportion 
and  to  pay  his  proportion 


No.  1,  Totwomontl 

No.' 2.   To  thr.M.  n,.m 
of  the  oxp.^ns.'s  nf  the  ti 

No.  :;.  Ar,|uittod. 

No.  4.   T..  be  diuiume.l  out  .if  ,t;-arrisoii,  and  to  ]iay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  attending  his  trial. 

No.  5.  To  be  conlined  to  two  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to  him;  his  grog  to 
be  stopped  during  the  period,  and  to  jiay  his  proportion  of  tlu'  expenses  attending  his  trial. 

No.  6.  To  be  reduced  to  tli<'  ranks;  to  bi'  conlined  to  the  barracks  six  months";  his  grog  to  be  stopped 
during  the  same  period,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  attending;-  his  trial;  bnf,  on  his  being 
recommended  by  the  court,  (hat  part  of  the  sentence  relati\e  to  the  i-ediictiou,  and  slop[iage  of  his  grog, 
is  remitted  by  the  lieuleliaul   colonel  connuandaut. 

No.  7.  To  be  recluced  to  the  raidcs;  to  be  conlin.Ml  six  mouths  to  barracks;  his  grog  to  be  stopped 
during  the  same  perio.l,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  I'xpenses  attending  his  trial". 

No.  8.  To  111'  conlined  in  the  cells  for  the  perioil  of  one  month;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  language 
made  use  of  by  Lieut.  Howard  to  the  prisoiuu-,  do  recommend  a  nunission  of  the  sentence.     Remitted. 

No,  9,   To  b<.  .lis>-l,aro-ed  from  the  service  of  the  Lnited  Stat.'s. 

N...  10.  To  two  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attache.l  to  him,  and  to  have  his  pay  stopped 
during  that  jnuiod. 

expenses  atti'udim;-  the 

lie  had  frandulentiv  obt 

No.  12.  To  two  mo 

tion  of  the  exi.enses  at 


,.s,.pl,  Heaslev  twentv-si 
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No.  13.  One  month  hard  hibor,  witli  ball  and  cliaiu  attached  tu  him,  and  t.i  pay  his  just  propdrticm  of 
the  expenses  attending'  his  trial. 

No.  14.  One  month  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain  attached  to  him,  and  to  pay  his  just  proportion  of 
the  expenses  attending  his  trial. 

No.  15.  Three  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attached  to  him,  ami  to  pay  his  just  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  attending-  his  trial. 

No.  16.  Three  months'  hind  lab..i-,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attaclied  to  him,  and  to  pay  his  just  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  attendiu'.;-  Ids  trial. 

No.  n.  Three  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  attache.l  to  him,  an<l  to  pay  his  just  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  attending-  his  trial. 

No.  18.  Throe  nionth.s' hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  atta.'hed  to  him;  ami  to  j.ay  liis  just  pn.por- 
tion  of  the  expenses  attending;-  his  trial;  and,  at  the  e.\i>iration  of  his  sentence  to  hard  labor  with  a  ball 
and  (rhain,  to  be  drummed  out  of  barracks. 

No.  19.  To  be  cmlined  in  the  cells  of  the.sc  barracks  for  .nm  month,  <m  brea.l  an<l  water;  at  the  eiid 
of  which  period  tliat  he  be  discharo-ed  the  service,  and  tliat  he  pay  tlie  prop.irtion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
trial. 

No.  20.  To  be  confined  in  the  cells  of  these  barra.-ks  f  .r  six  m.mths  on  bread  aii.l  w.it.'r;  be  ke],t  for 
six  months  more  at  hard  labor,  with  a  hall  and  chain  aflixed  ro  his  le--;  at  the  end  of  wlii.'h  period,  th.it 
he  have  one-half  of  his  head  shaved,  and  Ijc  ilrunnned  out  of  Ijarracks;  and  that  he  |>ay  his  proportion  uf 
the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  21.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  coniiueil  to  the  cells  of  these  barracks  for  two  months,  on  bread 
and  water;  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  th<'  trial,  and  the  sum  of  three  dollars  to  P.enson  M. 
Kenny,  and,  at  the  ex|.iration  of  the  aliove  perioil,  that  he  have  half  of  his  head  shaved,  and  he  drunnned 
out  of  barracks. 

No.  22.  Sentence  remitted  by  the  lieutenant  colonel  <-omn]andant. 

No.  23,  To  be  Confined  to  the  cells  of  these  barracks  foi-  two  months,  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay 
his  prop(u-tion  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  24  To  be  confined  for  three  months  in  the  cells  of  these  barracks,  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  ]iay 
his  proi>intion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  25.  To  have  his  head  shaved,  and  the  opposite  side  of  his  I'ut-o  hbuked;  to  have  a  haltei-  rouml 
his  rteck,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  barracks;  to  forfeit  his  jiay,  his  [iroportion  of  said  pay  to  he  aji[iro- 
priated  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  t-ourt. 

No.  26.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  have  his  pay  and  .u'rog  stopped  during 
that  time,  his  |iroportion  of  said  pay  to  be  appropriateil  towards  the  expenses  of  this  coiu't. 

Xo.  27.  To  he  eoiiliiied  to  hard  lafcor  for  one  month,  with  a  hall  and  chain  aflSxed  to  his  leg,  and  to 
pay  his  pr.iportion  of  tlie  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  28.  To  be  kept  at  hard  labor  for  one  month,  with  a  ball  aii<l  chain  affixed  to  his  leg;  be  confined 
to  barracks  one  month  more;  have  his  rations  of  spirit  stopped  the  whole  time,  ami  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  29.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  of  these  barracks  fir  two  months;  pay  fir  the  musket  and  bayo- 
net he  lost,  and  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  30.  To  be  confined  for  three  months  to  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  afiixed  to  his  leg,  and 
pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  31.  To  be  ctmlln.  d  to  hard  labor  for  six  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  aflixed  to  his  leg,  and  pay 
liis  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  32.  To  be  conhn.'d  to  hard  labor  fir  six  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  affixed  to  his  leg,  and  pay 
his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  33.  To  be  conrnio.l  to  hard  labor  for  six  i iths,  with  a  ball  and  chain  affixed  to  his  leg,  and  pay 

his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  th<'  tria.l.      loaiiitted  on  reeommenilation  of  the  court. 

No.  34.  To  six  months'  hard  labi.ir,  with  a  ball  and  chain  affixed  tt)  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion 
of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  35.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  affixed  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion 
of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  36.  To  hard  labor  for  three  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  37.  To  hard  labor  for  four  months,  with  a  ball  ami  chain  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  38.  To  one  month  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  39.  To  one  month  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  trial.     Remitted  on  recommendation  of  the  court. 

No.  40.  To  six  montlis'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  log,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  liis  trial.  The  former  part  of  the  sentence  remitted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  court,  in 
consideration  of  his  general  good  conduct. 

No.  41.  To  one  month  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  log,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  42.  To  twelve  months'  confinement  in  the  ci'lls,  upon  breail  and  water,  and  to  forfeit  the  pay  that 
is  or  may  be  due  him  during  the  above  period.  Eleven  months  of  the  foregoing  sentence  remitted  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  court. 

No.  43.  To  twelve  months'  confinement  in  the  cells,  uiion  bread  and  water,  and  to  forfeit  the  pay  that 
is  or  may  be  due  him  during  the  above  period.  Eleven  months  of  the  foregoing  sentence  remitted  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  court. 

No.  44.  To  forfeit  the  pay  that  is  or  may  be  due  to  him;  to  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed 
out  of  garrison. 

Nos.  45  and  46.  To  wear  the  double  yoke,  with  a  thirty-two  pound  shot  suspended  from  the  centre  of 
the  yoke,  for  one  week;  to  be  kept  at  hard  labor  on  bread  and  water  during  that  time,  and  to  forfeit  so 
much  of  their  pay  as  will  defray  their  proportions  of  the  expenses  of  this  court.  This  sentence  to  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  their  present  sentence. 

No.  41.  To  be  confined  at  hard  labor  for  three  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  affixed  to  his  leg;  that 
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the  expenses  of  his  trial  be  deducted  out  d'  liis  jiay,  and  that,  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  his  confinement, 
he  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  48.  That  the  expenses  lA'  his  trial  be  (le(bict(Ml  cut  of  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  reduced;  but,  in 
C(.insideration  of  his  fornnT  ^n.jil  (•..iiduct,  that  hi'  lie  rccciiiiiuciidfd  to  liis  rank  and  station. 

No.  49.  That  he  pay  tlic  i-xpi'nsrs  of  liis  trial,  ami  !»•  couliiicd  in  the  cells  on  bread  and  water. 

No.  50.  That  he  be'ciilinod  in  the  guard  room  f  .r  .me  iiii.ntli,  and  that  the  expenses  of  his  trial  l)e 
deducted  out  of  his  jiay;  Imt  that,  in  consideration  of  his  former  good  conduct,  the  punishment  by  con- 
liuemeut  be  recommended  tn  lie  remitted. 

No.  51.  To  be  punished  l.y  deducting  the  expenses  of  his  trial  from  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  confined 
at  hard  labor  for  two  months,  with  a  ball  and  <-hain  aftixe.l  to  his  leg;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  youth 
and  inexperience,  the  court  recnnnnemls  a  remission  of  the  conliuemeiit  and  lalior. 

No.  52.  Acquitted. 

No.  53.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  jniy  his  |ir.iportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  trial;  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  general  good  conduct,  tlie  court  reidnuH-nd  a  remission  of  the  former  part  of  the  sentence. 

No.  54.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  two  menths,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
proportion  of"  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  55.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  two  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  56.  To  be  confined  to  hard  hiln^r  fir  two  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
jiroportion  of  the  expenses  of  tin-  trial. 

No.  57.  To  be  confined  to  hard  laimr  f,ir  one  month,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
]irojHii-ti(.,n  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  58.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  fer  one  month,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No,  59.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  fir  one  muntli,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  jiay  his 
proportion  of  the  expenses  uf  the  trial. 

No.  60.  To  be  forthwith  ibseharged  from  the  service. 

No.  61.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  two  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg,  and  pay  his 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  trial. 

No.  62.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor  for  three  mouths,  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  his  leg:  and  that  so 
much  of  his  ])ay  be  stopped  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  bills  which  he  cMUtraeteil  on  account  ai'  the 
marine  mess  in' the  time  speeilied  in  the  char.i4-e  and  sjieeilieal  inn  against  him;  ami  t..  pav  his  pmiinrtion 
of  the  expenses  of  the  trial,  ami  that  he  be  drnnnned  ,,ut  ef  liarraeks  and  dismissed  the  s-rviee. 

No.  63.  To  be  cimfined  for  one  month  in  the  cells  of  these  barracks,  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay 
his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  trial. 

No.  64.  To  be  reduced  to  the  station  of  a  ])rivate  sentinel;  but,  in  ci.msideration  of  his  general  good 
conduct,  recommend  liim  to  the  mercy  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  for  a  remission  of  his  sen- 
tence; but  to  pay  his  ]iniportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  eoui't. 

No.  65.  To  three  months  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  ami  chain;  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  to 
be  confined  six  months  to  barracks,  and  to  pay  his  pro|iortiou  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  66.  To  three  months  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  long  ser- 
vices and  general  good  conduct,  reconnueml  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  for 
a  remission  of  his  sentence;  but  to  pay  his  proportion  iif  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  6T.  Ac(piitted. 

No.  68.  To  two  weeks  at  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain. 

No.  69.  To  be  eontiiied  tlnve  nths  to  barracks  on  tin.  black  list. 

No.  TO.  To  twelve  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain;  to  forfeit  his  pay  dtiring  that  period,  to 
pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  incident  to  his  trial ;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  defence  of  the  priso- 
ner, and  his  previous  good  conduct,  the  court  recommend  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remis- 
sion of  eleven  months  of  the  foregoing  sentence,  with  the  exception  of  tiie  stoppage  of  so  much  of  his 
pay  as  will  defray  his  jiioportiou  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  *?1.  To  four  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  72.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the 
garrison. 

No.  73.  To  two  months'  conlini'inent  at  ni.glit  in  the  guard  house;  and  to  do  the  usual  duties  of  the 
garrison,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  74.  To  six' months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  |.ay  all  expi'iises  of  trial. 

No.  75.  To  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be  dnimmecl  out  ot  the  garrison  with  a  halter  round  his  neck, 
and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  76.  To  two  months'  coidinement  at  night  in  the  guard  house;  to  do  the  usual  garrison  duty,  and 
pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  77.  To  have  his  head  shaved,  and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison  with  a  halter  round  his  neck, 
and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  78.  To  three  months'  ball  and  chain;   to  have  his  grog  sto|.] 
expenses  of  trial. 

No,  7',t.  The  court,  in  consideration  of  his  youth  in  ser^ 
islnmiil. 

No,  S(l.    To  walk  IMist,  fir  filteen  successive  lii-llts,  frol 

weight;   and  alter  tl xpiration  of  the  ubove  iieriod,  to  be 

month,  ami  to  |,,iv,  out  of  anv   monev  that    is  now  or  mav  1 
his  trial. 

No,  SI,  To  be  eimllned  in  the  .'ells  fir  twenty  days,  . 
attending  his  tiial. 

expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  83.  To  be  jiut  to  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain, 
expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  84.  To  be  redm-ed  to  the  raid<s:  but,  in  eonsiderati 
mended  to  the  commandant  fir  a  remission  of  the  sentence. 
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No.  85.  Acquitted. 

No.  86.  To  be  put  at  hard  labor,  with  hall  aiul  cliain,  for  tlic  sjiacc  of  fuiir  imiutlis  from  this  date. 

No.  81.  To  six  months'  hall  and  chain,  and  fo  luiy  all  cxpensi's  of  trial. 

No.  88.  To  two  months'  ball  and  chain;  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  said 
two  months,  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison. 

No.  89.  To  four  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  90.  To  four  months'  ball  and  cliain,  and  to  pay  all  ex|)enseH  cif  trial. 

No.  91.  To  be  drummed  out  of  barracks;  and  tu  forloit  all  the  pay  that  may  now  be  due  him,  and  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  92.  To  be  punished  by  hard  labor  at  the  l>all  and  chain  for  the  space  of  one  month,  and  confine- 
ment to  the  guardroom  during  the  nights;  and  dn  farther  adjudge  that  the  expense  of  his  arrest  and  trial 
be  deducted  from  his  pay. 

No.  93.  To  be  punished  by  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  the  ball  and  chain,  and  order  that  the 
expenses  of  his  arrest  and  trial  be  deducted  from  his  pay;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  former  good  con- 
duct, do  recommend  him  to  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  the  corps  for  a  remission  of  his 
sentence. 

No.  94.  Sentence  disapproved  and  remitted  by  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant. 

No.  95.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  96.  To  eighteen  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  nil  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  97.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  rxpnisrs  of  trial. 

No.  98.  To  one  month  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  <'.\p(iisc.s  of  trial. 

No.  99.  To  be  confined  two  months  to  the  guard  housr;  to  do  ,u,-arrison  duty,  and  to  pay  all  expenses 
of  absence  and  trial. 

No.  100.  To  be  confined  two  months  to  the  guard  house,  ti.i  do  garrison  duty,  and  to  pay  all  expenses 
of  absence  and  trial. 

No.  101.  To  cover  double  headed  shot  of  the  weight  of  twenty-three  pounds  with  cloth  sewed  on 
neatly,  and  to  carry  the  same  in  a  knapsack  upon  his  shoulders,  under  charge  of  sentinel  number  one, 
for  the  term  of  thirty  nights,  from  the  setting  of  the  sun  to  the  rising  of  the  same,  and  in  the  intermediate 
term,  to  be  conlincd' in  the  cells  with  his  rations  allowed  liini;  and  further,  that  he  undergo  such  monthly 
stoppages  as  shall  amount  to  the  oxpoiiscs  ci-calcil  by  his  trial. 

No.  102.  To  eighteen  mouths'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial 

No.  103.  To  two  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  all  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  104.  To  be  suspended  in  such  manner  as  the  commandant  may  direct,  and  tliat  he  pay  the  expen- 
ses of  his  trial. 

No.  105.  To  be  confined  to  the  garrison  two  months,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  106.   Acquitted. 

No.  107.  To  one  month  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of 
his  youth  and  inexperience,  they  recommend  a  remission  of  the  ball  and  chain. 

No.  108.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  be  confined  to  the  garrison  three  months,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  general  good  character,  they  recommend  a  remission  of 
the  reduction. 

No.  109.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks;  to  be  confined  to  the  garrison  three  months,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  trial;  but,  in  consideration  of  his  general  good  character,  they  recommend  a  remission  of 
the  reduction. 

No  110.  To  three  months'  ball  and  cliain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  and,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  three  months,  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  garrison. 

No.  111.  To  two  weeks'  confinement  in  the  cells  on  bread  and  water,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  his  trial,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison;  but,  in 
consideration  of  the  long  services,  and  the  excuse  oflered  by  the  prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  to  the  commandant  of  the  cm-ps  for  a  remission  of  the  drumming  out  of  garrison. 

No.  112.  To  be  disgraced  as  a  soldier  by  serving  as  an  assistant  cook  in  the  cook  room,  until  the 
1st  day  of  May  next,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
above  period,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  113.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks  as  a  ))ri\-at('  senti 
chain,  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  coui't,  a 
be  drummed  out  of  garrison;  but,  in  consideration  of  tlic  r 
prisoner,  the  court  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  coini 
year  of  hard  labor,  and  the  drumming  out  of  garrison. 

No.  114.  To  six  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  trial. 

No.  115.  Acquitted. 

No.  116    To  twelve  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  tlie  expenses  of  liis  trial. 

No.  117.   To  two  months'  ball  and  chain,  and  to  ])ay  the  expenses  (if  his  trial. 

No.  118.  To  one  month  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  cxpcnsi's  of  trial. 

No.  119.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  to  ]iay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  120.  To  be  confined  at  hard  lal>or,  with  bail  and  cliain,  during  the  remainder  of  his  enlistment 
and  have  his  pay  appropriated  to  the  |iayuient  of  his  ilebts  and  trial,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  liis  enlist- 
ment, to  be  drummed  oat  of  the  garrison. 

No.  121.  To  be  returned  to  Portsuhmth,  to  liard  labor,  with  a  liall  and  chain  attached  to  his  leg  for 
two  months,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  ' 

No.  122.  Toberetuna-.lto  I'orts nth,  X,  II.,  w,.ll  s,.cared  by  irons,  t,.  th,.  connnandant  of  marines 

ol  that  station,  who  will  have  his  head  shaved,  a  halter  put  about  his  neck,  iiiulct  him  of  all  the  pay  due 
him,  and  have  him  drummed  out  of  the  service. 

No.  123.  To  one  month  hard  labor,  with  the  addition  of  a  collar  to  his  neck,  with  branches  to  it;  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  to  be  confined  three  iiioiiths  in  tlie  cells,  his  ration  of  liquor  stopped,  his  pay 
stopped  for  six  months,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  124.  To  three  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  to  have  all  his  pav  stopiied  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  three  months,  to  be  drummed  out  of  garrison. 

No.  125.  To  one  month  hard  labor,  with  ball  and' chain,  and  his  pay  to  be  stopped,  to  pay  his  pro- 
portion of  the  expenses  in  this  trial.  * 
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No.  126.  To  one  month's  hard  luljor,  witli  ball  and  chain,  and  to  jiay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses 
for  this  conrt. 

No.  127.  To  be  iminedialcly  dniniiiii'd  on.t  of  o-arrison,  and  so  nini'h  of  his  pay  stopped  as  may  be 
due,  to  be  applic.l  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  tliis  court. 

\o.    IL'S.     .\r,|uilt<'d. 

\,..  l-2'.K  To  ,, Ml' month's  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  to  have  his  g-rog-  stopped  for  that  time, 
and  to  pay  his  portion  of  expenses  for  this  court. 

No.  130.  To  two  monihs'  hard  lab..r,  with  the  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  part  of  the  expenses  of 
this  court. 

No.  131.  To  be  conlined  to  barracks  for  two  months,  to  have  his  grog  stopped  f  n-  that  period,  and 
to  pay  his  portion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  132.  The  court  especially  recommend  to  the  cohmel  to  discharg(>  him  from  the  corps  as  un- 
worthy of  service,  and  to  stop  so 'much  of  his  pay  as  may  be  due,  to  pay  his  part  of  the  expenses  of  this 

No.  133.  To  be  confined  to  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  for  one  month,  and  that  he  pay  his  por- 
tion <if  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  134.  To  six  weeks'  contiuement  in  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water,  and  [lay  the  ex|ienses  of  his 
trial* 

No.  135.  To  one  month's  confinement  in  the  cells  upon  bnMd  and  water,  and  pa^'  the  expenses  of 
his  trial.* 

Nn.  136.  Tonne  month's  confmenient  in  the  cells  np^n  bread  and  water,  and  pay  the  expenses  of 
his  trial.* 

No.  137.  To  ,.ne  mnnth's  conlineiuent  in  the  cells  upon  brea.l  and  water,  and  pay  the  expenses  of 
his  trial. 

No.  13S.  To  two  weeks'  confinement  in  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  his 
trial* 

No.  139.  To  six  weeks'  confinement  in  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water,  an<l  pay  the  expenses  of  his 


No. 

140. 

To 

be 

red 

lieeil  to  t 

he  rai 

iks  : 

IS 

•>  1 

i|-i\- 

ale, 

ami  p; 

No. 

141. 

To 

liar 

■d  1 

alio,-,  wi' 

Ih  a  li; 

ill  a 

ml 

el 

lai) 

1.    io 

r  six    1 

dn 

(■  dm- 

ing    that 

pel 

iod 

of  time 

,     to    111 

■  api 

iro 

'!"■' 

all 

•il    I 

,1    llie     1 

bu 

t    the 

com- 

t    <h 

1    re 

sp, 

■clfully  r 

eeoiiii 

iienil 

.   h 

to 

the 

■  eonim 

im 

mths 

III'  hi 

S  se 

lltel 

nu 

No. 
uidan 

142. 

t    of    t 

To 

twe 

S    li 

■  months 
ir  a  rem 

;  hard 

lab, 
of   t 

"', 

wi 
nil 

Ih  ; 

1  lia 

11   and 

f  his  s, 

Co 

nduet. 

,  and 

th( 

'V  d. 

1  n< 

lit  sellte) 

ice  hii 

11   to 

a  : 

fori 

fell 

un: 

llf  his 

of 

his  n 
No. 

uiiily 
143. 

Tn 

hai- 

il   1 

abiir,  \v\ 

Ih  a    1 

lall 

an 

d  1 

•ha 

in,  f 

'or   Iwe 

to 

grow 

due 

iluri 

11- 

Iha 

t     p.Tiod 

,  to  n 

■iiiili 

~e 

the 

ex 

pelises 

recommend  h 

ini  1 

.1  tl 

aiil  ol 

■    the 

up 

s  l\ 

ir  a 

remiss 

eraticm  . 

of  hi: 

■i  be 

ing 

a  r 

ceniit  ai 

III  of  1 

lis  f 

ill 

._,; 

u  „1 

eondiiei 

No. 

144. 

To 

one 

.y 

ar's  han 

llaliii 

r,  w 

ith 

a 

1.7,1 

1  an 

d  ehaii 

No. 

145. 

To 

b<,  . 

dru 

nimed  oi 

It  fort 

hwit 

li_ 

an 

dp 

av  I 

he^exp 

No. 

146. 

To 

six 

mi 

.ntlis"  ha 

id  lab 

or,  wit 

h  1 

lall 

all' 

No. 

147. 

To 

twi. 

1  ^v 

eeks'  CO! 

ilinem 

cut 

in 

th( 

ells 

on    lin 

tri 

al 

No. 

148. 

To 

be  , 

•on 

lineil  in 

the  eel 

Is  si 

X   1 

imr 

lilli 

S   Uj 

,',n  lire: 

commandant 

a  r( 

■mis 

sin; 

11  of  four 

■  nioiit 

lis  o 

f  1 

hai 

pi 

mis 

hmelll. 

No. 

149. 

To 

be 

rell 

Ports 

llloll 

th. 

\, 

11 

.,  ai 

111  lie  Ci 

foi 

•  six  montl 

IS,   ;i 

mil 

\iiiy 

■   llle  e\| 

leiises 

of    1 

lis 

1 1'i 

al. 

No. 

150. 

'I'l  1 

lie 

inied   to 

I'orts: 

lllilUl 

ill. 

N. 

1! 

,  ail 

111  be  c. 

foi 

f  11 

•  six  1 
X... 
No. 

;•  the  ; 

ii.intl 
151. 
152. 

ippre 

To 

To 

nil, 

six 

six 
sion 

mi. 
of 

thee.xp, 

mths  hai 
desertei 

id  fill 
d  lain 

ieii. 

i-it 
iti 

h  l' 

d. 
.all 
ill 

airl 
ipie- 

1  chain, 
1  chain, 
nee  of 

Ni 
l-a 

ish,   tl 

Nn. 

'"■-!;' 

irt  ; 
To 

iwai 

be 

I'd,' 

fori 

5hall  be  1 
diwitli  ill 

L-.'iuall 
nminu 

y  di- 
.■d   .1 

.ill 
lit 

,rd 
of 

ba 

■twe 
rrai.^ 

en  the 
ks  witl 

til 

Ill   of    ( 

■\pl'l 

ises 

iif   the 

court. 

No. 

154. 

To 

be 

con 

dined  tw 

o  nior 

iths 

to 

Ihi 

,  ,.,, 

■lis. 

bnl,  in 

Ih. 


rl'eit   his 

liay 

dm 

■,  and 

to 

it  of   the 

ex|i( 

■nsi 

■S    lit 

■corps     ti: 

ir   a 

reii 

IIISSIO 

;  but  they  recommend  him  to  the  coni- 
[•e,  in  consideration  of  his  former  good 
in  consideration  of  the  distressed  state 

onths,  that  he  forfeit  his  pay  due,  and 

s   trial;  but    the  court  do  respectfully 

ten  mouths  of  his  sentence,  in  consid- 


ml  pay  Ih 

e  ex pen 

ises 

of  his  trial. 

es  of    his 

trial. 

■1   ,iaylli. 

■  expeni 

ses 

of 

his  trial. 

am!  wall 
iml  watei 

■r,  ami 
•,  and  ri 

pay 

th 
nmi 

e  expeiis, 
■lid  b.  th( 

.s  of  his 
:■  Colonel 

1  pav  the 
iied'bi  ha 

exi.eiis, 
rd  laboi 

r,  w 

1    h 
ith 

is  trial 
a  ball  an 

d  chain, 

Ilell  to  ha 

rd   labii 

ith 

a  ball  and  chain, 

d  pay  the 

expells 

,es  . 

if  1 

lis  trial 

d  to  pay  1 

:lie   iisn 

al    1 

•ew 

aril  of  lei 

n  dollars 

conduct 

of 

pn 

^■ales  Ser 

■vier  and 

and    that 

the  sai 

lie  1 

eilucted 

from  the 

ha.lter  n 

mud    hii 

s  lie 

ck, 

anil  pay 

his  per- 

iseipioi.ei 

■  of  his 

ord. 

ci'1,1 

•  and  con 

fect  con- 

duct  while  on  the  West  India  station,  they  reeomineml  a  leniission  of  all  this  sentence  except  two  weeks, 
to  pay  his  portion  of  expenses  of  this  eomt. 

No.  15(i.  The  court  senleuee  them  each  to  I  wo  nionlhs'  eonlim  nieiit  in  the  cells,  and  to  pay  their 
]iortion  of    the  exiieiise  of  the  court. 

No.  158.  To  hard  lah.ir,  with  ball  and  double  ehaii 
liis  pay  during  that  poriod.  ami.  out  of  llie  said  i'orl'oilu 
court,  to  wear,  fir  the  liisl  thilly  days  of  liie  said  ]ielio 
written  on  it,  and,  al  the  expiration  of  his  said  (■iilislme: 

No.  159.  To  lliiilv  ilavs'  solitary  eoiiliiiement,  and  f. 
of   the   exiiensesof  lli'is    ci'iurl ;    this'said    seiiteliee    to    e. 

No.  ]Ci(l.  To  be  eoiidiieil  to  the  cells  fir  two  months  upon  bread  and  water,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  his  trial 

No.  li;i.  To  lie  conlined  to  the  cells  fir  one  week  upon  bread  and  water,  and  the  court  direcb'd  that 
it  be  spread  upon  the  recorder,  that  the  sentence  is  made  thus  lenient  in  conseiiueiice  of  the  prisoner 
havinu-  Dcrformed  hard  duty. 
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No.  162.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water  for  three  weeks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  this  trial. 

No.  163.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  164.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water  for  six  weeks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  165.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water  for  two  weeks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  166.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  for  two  weeks,  and  six  months  to  the  barracks,  with  ball  and 
chain,  and  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  167.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water  for  two  weeks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  168.  To  be  confined  to  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water  for  two  weeks,  and  pay  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  169.  Acquitted. 

No.  170.  To  three  mouths'  hard  labor,  with  the  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  court. 

No.  171.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  witli  the  ball  and  chain,  and  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  court. 

No.  172.  To  two  months'  confinement  in  the  cells  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  forfeit  so  much  of  his 
pay  as  will  defray  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  173.  To  two  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  above  period, 
and  to  pay,  out  of  the  above  forfeiture,  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No  174.  To  two  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  to  forfeit  his  pay  during  the  above  period, 
and  to  pay,  out  of  the  above  forfeiture,  his  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  175.  To  six  months'  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  176.  To  five  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  five 
months,  to  one  month  solitary  confinement  in  the  cells  upon  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
his  trial. 

No.  177.  To  two  months'  hard  labor,  with  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  178.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  to  do  duty  as  a  private  sentinel,  and  to  pay  his  proportion,  with 
the  other  prisoners,  of  the  expenses  of  their  trial. 

No.  179.  To  hard  labor  for  three  months,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expense,  with  the  other  prisoners,  incurred  by  their  trial. 

Nos.  ISO,  181.  To  three  months'  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  their  proportion 
of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  sitting  of  this  court. 

No.  182.  To  one  month  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and  chain,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expense, 
with  the  other  prisoners,  incurred  by  their  trial. 

No.  183.  To  be  drummed  out  of  barracks  with  the  Rogue's  March,  and  the  usual  tokens  of  disgrace, 
and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  expense,  with  the  other  prisoners,  incurred  by  their  trial. 

No.  184.  To  pay  all  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  and  to  pass  two  months  at  hard  labor,  with  a  ball  and 
chain,  or  chains,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  weight,  to  be  applied  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  commandant  at  this  station. 

No.  185.  To  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  to  confinement  in  the  cells  three  months,  the  first  thirty  days  on 
bread  and  water,  the  remainder  of  the  time  on  his  regular  ration,  with  the  exception  of  liquor,  and  to  pay 
the  expenses  attending  his  trial. 

No.  186.  To  be  confined  two  months  in  the  cells,  the  first  thirty  days  on  bread  and  water,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  on  his  regular  ration,  with  the  exception  of  liquor,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  attending 
his  trial. 

No.  187.  To  walk  post  twenty  nights,  from  tattoo  to  reveille,  with  eighteen  pounds  weight  on  his 
back,  to  be  further  sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  cells  for  two  months,  the  first  thirty  days  of  which  to 
be  on  bread  and  water,  the  remainder  of  the  time  on  his  regular  ration,  except  liquor,  to  be  confined  in 
the  guard  room  during  the  day,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  his  trial. 

No.  188.  To  be  confined  two  months  in  the  cells,  the  first  thirty  days  of  which  to  be  on  bread  and 
water,  the  remainder  of  his  time  on  his  regular  ration,  with  the  exception  of  liquor,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  trial. 

No.  189.  To  be  confined  one  month  in  the  cells  on  bread  and  water,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  attending 
his  trial. 

No.  190.  To  one  week's  solitary  confinement  in  a  cell  on  bread  and  water,  and,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  same,  to  wear  a  ball  and  chain,  at  hard  labor,  for  three  weeks,  and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses  of  this  court. 

No.  191.  To  be  drummed  out  of  garrison  forthwith. 

PARKE  G.  HOWELL,  Adjutant  and  Inqyector. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Office,  Washington,  November  18,  1824. 


Cojyy  of  a  general  order  dated  5th  March,  1824. 

After  the  receipt  of  this  order,  no  officer  within  the  United  States  shall  be  arrested  without  the 
sanction  of  this  Department.  When  complaint  is  made  against  any  officer,  his  commanding  officer  may, 
at  his  discretion,  suspend  him  until  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  are  received,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  commanding  officer,  forthwith,  to  furnish  to  the  Department,  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, a  statement  of  the  charges  against  him,  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  they  are  to  be 
proved,  and  facts  to  be  prov(>d  by  each  witness. 

The  officer  suspciidcl  shall  also  be  furnished  with  a  statement  of  the  charges  against  him,  and 
directed  to  furnish  tu  the  coiniiianding  officer,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Department,  such  explanatory  state- 
ment as  he  may  wi.sh  tu  makt',  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  which  it  is  to  be  supported. 

You  will  communicate  this  order  to  the  officers  under  your  command. 
VOL.  n 12  fc. 
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No.  1. 

Head-qu.ieteks  of  the  Marixe  Corps,  Washington,  22d  November,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  herewith,  a  return  of  the  desertions  and  trials  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  marine  corps,  from  the  Tst  November,  1821,  up  to  the  31st  October,  1824,  as  directed  agree- 
able to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  last  on  the  subject  of  a  reorganization  and  increase  of  the 
marine  corps,  the  causes  which  then  existed  for  such  changes  as  were  proposed,  have  not  only  continued, 
but  have  multiplied  upon  the  service  to  a  considerable  extent;  and  some  of  the  arguments  then  only 
urged  as  matters  of  reasonable  anticipation  have  been  fully  realized  b}'  events  since  that  period. 

The  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  corps,  addressed  to  you  in  November  last,  and  my  letter,  with 
the  papers  accompanying  it,  of  the  1 6th  of  February,  contain  most  of  the  material  facts  in  support  of 
the  plan  of  reorganization  sulnnitted  at  that  time;  and  in  calling  j'our  attention  again,  sir,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  these  papers,  I  must  repeat  my  approbation  of  the  memorial,  and  my  knowledge  of  the  facts 
set  forth  therein,  and  beg  leave  to  place  it  before  yiui,  together  with  the  letter  I  then  wrote  and  my  letter 
of  the  16th  of  February  last,  as  embracing  nearly  all  the  remarks  deemed  necessary  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  number  of  men  now  on  detail  for  sea  service,  and  the  situation  of  the  diflerent  posts,  make  it 
my  duty  so  far  to  change  the  plan  of  the  last  year  as  to  propose  1,240  privates  and  a  due  proportion  of 
field  officers,  captains,  liciitiiK;nts,  &c.,  &c.,  for  a  permanent  peace  establishment.  The  statement  enclosed 
herewith  will  show  that  thi'  public  interest  requires  this  increase,  and  I  will  add  that  a  smaller  number 
will  not  meet  the  dcniaiiils  ul  the  service,  if  the  ships  and  the  navy  yards  are  to  be  guarded,  as  has  here- 
tofore been  the  custom.  I  cannot  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  without  urging  upon  your  notice,  sir, 
the  severe  nature  of  the  duties  now  performed  by  the  marines  at  every  navy  yard  in  the  United  States. 
To  ail'ord  such  relief  to  the  soldier  as  is  common  in  all  services,  there  should  be  for  each  sentinel  nine 
efficient  men;  whereas  the  stations  have  been  all  so  drained  by  the  late  requisitions  for  sea  service,  that 
the  guards  had  rarely  a  relief;  and  the  depots  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk,  will  be 
unable  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them  with  less  than  sixty  men  added  to  the  present  strength  of 
each.  At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  thirty  men  more  are  wanting;  and  the  station  at  head-quarters,  including 
the  guards  at  the  navy  yard,  magazine  and  capitol,  require  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  in 
addition  to  their  present  force. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I  have  included  one  hundred  men  for  the  contemplated  southern  station; 
but  should  this  design  be  abandoned  by  the  government,  we  shall  still  have  ample  employment  for  them 
all.  Some  allowance  should  also  be  made  for  a  number  of  men  taken  from  the  line  and  usefully  employed 
as  armorers  and  carpenters;  for  sickness,  and  for  vacancies  arising  out  of  the  various  casualties  of  a 
military  body.  Moreover,  in  the  ilistiilmiion  pio|MisiM:l  on  the  increase  no  provision  is  made  for  the  con- 
tingency of  a  further  demand  for  nra  scrviic;  and,  should  all  the  men  asked  for  be  granted,  we  could  not 
more  than  supply  the  guard  of  a  sixcnty-lour,  should  no  other  shore  station  be  established. 

The  great  deficiencies  in  the  coiiis  present  themselves  as  matters  of  serious  consideration;  and,  as  it 
is  now  full,  they  cannot  be  supplied  but  by  the  iuei'eas<>  recouuneiided;  and,  should  it  be  necessary  to  fit 
out  a  large  ship  of  war,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  one  of  the  stations,  at  least,  must  be  entirely 
broken  up  to  furnish  her  guard.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  that  during  the  late  war,  when  there 
was  at  no  time  as  many  marines  afloat  as  at  present,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  keep  up  a  force  of 
more  than  two  thousand  men. 

I  have  hitherto  neglected  to  impress  upon  you,  sir,  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  larger  force  than 
has  been  usual  of  late  years,  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  corps.  One  of  the  chief  objects  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  post,  next  to  the  location  of  the  commandant  and  staff,  was  for  the  purpose  of  drilling 
recruits,  and  new  a|ipointments,  and  fitting  them  for  the  various  duties  required  by  the  service.  But  so 
bare  have  these  banaeks  been  of  men  for  the  last  five  years,  that  this  design  of  the  government  has  been 
almost  entir<>ly  deleat<'d;  and  we  are  scarce  able  to  get  up  a  drill,  by  suspending  all  the  work  of  the 
armorers  and  carpenters,  and  others,  engaged  in  constant  daily  duty.  Nothing  is  so  well  calculated  to 
give  character  to  a  corps  as  a  uniformity  of  system,  and  the  initiation  of  young  officers  into  the  duties  of 
their  profession  by  the  same  hand,  and  under  the  immediate  notice  and  auspices  of  its  commanding  offi- 
cer. For  this  purpose  they  are  placed  first  in  the  hands  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  of  the  corps,  an 
officer  always  selected  for  his  professional  accomplishments;  but  situated  as  we  now  are,  without  the 
advantage  of  a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  battalion  drill,  he  can  carry  them  no  further  than  the  duties 
of  a  morning  parade,  and  the  ceremonies  of  relieving  a  guard.  A  young  officer  should  never  be  permit- 
ted to  leave  head-quarters  before  he  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  drill  of  a  battalion,  so  that  should  he 
succeed  by  accident,  or  other  causes,  to  command,  he  might  be  able  to  do  justice  to  his  situation. 

It  is  often  the  case  here,  as  well  as  at  other  stations,  that  men  are  as  much  as  ten  days  successively 
on  guard;  and  when  I  account  to  you,  sir,  in  this  way,  for  the  long  list  of  desertions  handed  you  here- 
with, I  must  add  my  surprise  that  they  are  not  of  more  frequent  occurrence. 

If  the  pro]iose(1  augmentation  be  recommended  by  the  Department,  the  necessity  of  such  an  increase 
and  arran.u-eiiieut  of  (.Hirers  as  is  suggested,  will  be  found  not  only  just,  but  indispensably  necessary. 
You  will  e.^euse  lue,  sir,  if,  in  my  solicitude  in  relation  to  the  officers  of  the  corps  I  have  the  honor  to 
command,  1  urge  their  claims  again  most  earnestly  n|ion  your  consideration.  In  ]n-oposiiig  tliat  the  com- 
mandant of  the  corps  be  raised  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  it  will  not  be  csteeuied  inn lest,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  his  command  is  already  one-fourth  larucr  than  that  of  a  colonel  in  the  army;  and  should  the 
projiosed  plan  of  increase  be  adopted,  will  more  than  double,  in  its  magnitude,  and  conse(iuently  in  its 
responsiliility,  the  conimand  of  an  oilicer  of  that  ,i;Tade,  as  the  regiments  are  at  present  I'stablished.  Let 
me  also  remind  you,  sir,  that  it  is  desirable  to  raise  the  coniniandant  of  the  marine  corps  to  the  rank  of 
colonel,  to  remove  the  doubts  and  scruples  that  have  hitherto  existed,  as  to  tlie  le.u'alily  oC  i-ourts-martial 
convened  under  his  order;  and  may  I  not  add,  as  another  reason,  the  justice  of  allowing  an  oilicer  of 
marines  as  much  to  look  to  in  his  own  corps,  as  an  officer  in  the  army  has  in  his  re.-imeniy  and  more  par- 
ticularly, as  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  remark,  when  it  is  consideicd  that  the  latter  luue  the  whole 
army  for  th<'ir  hopes  and  prospects. 

The  officers  necessary  to  the  marine  corps,  in  case  the  proposeil  increase  shall  take  place,  and  the 
smallest  imniber  indeed  by  which  such  an  establishment  can  be  properly  managed,  will  be  iu  grade,  and 
number,  as  follows: 
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One  colonel  i-diiiiniiiiilaiit,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  sixteen  captains,  twenty-five  first  lieu- 
tenants, twenty  scc.n.l  linitciiants. 

This  increase  ol  nUiccrs  is  proposed  upon  grounds  of  the  strictest  expediency.  The  field  officers,  it 
will  be  seen,  on  comparison,  do  not  bear  near  tiie  same  proportion  to  the  number  of  men,  that  the  field 
officers  of  the  army  do  to  their  regiments,  for  while  the  latter  have  three  field  officers  to  every  five  hun- 
dred men,  we  ask  but  four  to  upwards  of  twelve  hundred.  In  the  army,  every  fifty  men  is  provided  with 
a  captain ;  whereas  a  captain  is  only  proposed  for  every  eighty  men  in  the  marine  corps ;  and  one  or  two 
of  this  class  of  officers  generally  fill  situations  in  the  staff,  which,  from  their  importance,  require  experi- 
ence and  talent;  and  a  (;orps  serving  in  detachments,  as  the  marines  ever  have,  and  ever  must  do,  requires 
more  officers  of  rank  than  a  body  of  men  consolidated. 

More  than  half  the  captains  at  present  in  the  corps,  have  been  nearly  twelve  years  in  that  grade; 
and  have  all  been  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  in  service;  and  by  referring  to  the  archives  of  the  depart- 
ment, you  will  find,  sir,  that  several  of  them  were  breveted  during  the  late  war,  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices. The  elder  of  the  first  lieutenants  have  not  only  served  from  seven  to  ten  years,  but  for  several 
years  past  have  been  doing  the  duty  of  captains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHD.  HENDERSON,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.    2. 

Head-quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  WaAington,  November  23,  1823. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  of  yesterday's  date,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  bring  to  your  recollection  that  part  of  my  letter  of  the  ICth  February  last,  that  relates  to  the 
appointment  of  cadets  from  the  Military  academy  into  the  marine  corps.  So  well  am  I  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  this  subject,  and  so  strong  are  the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  call  it  up  to  your  notice 
again,  that  I  consider  it  a  part  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  country,  and  to  the  situation  I  have  the  honor  to 
fill. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  prove,  that,  as  the  duties  performed  by  the  marines  are  essentially  military, 
so  the  nearer  they  approximate  to  the  perfection  of  this  character,  the  more  efficient  and  useful  will  they 
be  to  the  service;  and  whatever  physical  or  msntal  qualities  the  private  soldier  may  possess,  they  are 
comparatively  useless,  unless  directed  with  skill  and  ability. 

There  are  many  valuable  officers  in  the  marine  corps,  who  have  been  chosen  from  among  the  citizens; 
and  although  young  gentlemen  do  often  present  themselves  for  commissions,  whose  pretensions  are  of 
the  first  character,  and  who  have  qualities  to  become  as  useful  ultimately  as  they  could  be  made  by  any 
system  of  education,  yet,  there  is  a  consideration  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  of  the  first  impor- 
tance to  the  service;  and  while  the  Department  shall  continue  to  fill  the  corps  in  the  manner  hitherto 
practiced,  the  evils  attendant  upon  it  must  ever  be  of  the  most  embarrassing  character,  as  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  show. 

It  is  a  fact  to  be  much  lamented,  that  young  men  without  merit,  or  any  qualification  indeed  what- 
ever for  military  life,  file  as  honorable  testimonials  of  character  in  the  Department,  as  the  most  worthy; 
and  the  Secretary  in  making  a  selection  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  occur,  having  no  other  criterion  by 
which  to  be  governed,  cannot  avoid  at  times  making  unfortunate  nominations,  and  it  is  with  no  small 
degree  of  mortification  that  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  state  that,  within  the  last  nine  years,  nearly,  or 
quite  half  the  appointments  in  the  corps  have  been  dismissed,  or  compelled  to  resign,  for  worthlessness, 
and  ungentlemanly  conduct;  and  those  who  have  proved  worthy  of  their  commissions  are  in  a  still 
smaller  proportion  to  the  number  on  whom  they  have  been  conferred. 

One  of  the  unhappy  consequences  of  this  state  of  tilings,  is,  that  useless  and  inefficient  officers  have 
sometimes  so  accumulated  upon  our  hands,  that  it  has  often  been  a  difficult  matter  to  find  enough  fitted 
for  the  commands  at  sea,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different  stations,  who  are  compelled,  from 
the  nature  of  circumstances,  to  bear  for  years  with  such  men,  so  far  from  feeling  the  confidence  that 
should  ever  be  due  to  a  commission,  are  constantly  on  the  watch  to  see  that  they  acquit  themselves  of 
their  trust,  and  next  to  the  perfnniiaiico  <if  their  own  peculiar  duties,  feel  it  their  first  obligation  to  the 
corps,  and  to  the  country,  to  exju'l  them  IV. mi  the  service. 

By  appointing  cadets  into  the  rdips,  this  great  evil  will  be  effectually  guarded  against,  and  it  but 
rarely  happens  that  a  graduate  from  West  Point  is  not  a  gentleman  in  his  deportment,  as  \vell  as  a 
soldier  in  his  education.  But,  sir,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  young  gentlemen  who  are  regularly  educa- 
ted for  military  life,  will  not  consent  to  limit  their  hopes  of  promotion  to  the  marine  corps,  as  it  stands  at 
present,  and  while  we  claim  the  same  advantages  from  the  Military  academy  that  are  enjoyed  by  every 
corps  of  the  army,  it  is  but  fair  that  we  should  offer  them  the  same  inducements  to  join  us. 

If  it  is  conteniphited  by  the  government  that  the  marine  corps  shall  keep  pace  with  the  gradual  rise 
of  the  navy,  (and  Ironi  the  nature  of  its  duties  one  may  be  considered  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
other)  the  appointment  of  its  officers  cannot  be  too  carefully  made,  and  the  recollection  of  former  difficul- 
ties, both  with  the  navy  and  among  oursel\«es,  from  unfortunate  selections  for  the  corps,  as  well  as  the 
hope  of  avoiding  them  for  the  future,  make  this  subject,  not  only  one  of  great  solicitude  to  myself,  but  of 
the  first  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHD.  HENDERSON,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 

To  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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No.  3. 

(Being  one  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  paper  No.  1.) 

Head-quarters  of  the  Mabine  Corps,  Washington,  November  18,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  tour  of  inspection,  during  the  summer  and  autumn, 
and  visited  the  guards  of  the  marine  corps  stationed  at  the  navy  yards  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk.  I  found  those  guards  in  good  order,  and  as  effective  as  their 
diminished  force  would  allow.  The  increased  demand  for  the  sea  service,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to 
reduce  these  guards  to  such  an  extent  as  not  to  leave  a  sufficient  force  to  supply  the  number  of  sentinels 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  in  the  yards,  even  though  1  was  obliged  to  authorize, 
with  the  consent  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  beyond  the  number  autho- 
rized by  law.  As  it  is  not  probable,  the  number  of  marines  required  for  sea  service  will  be  at  all  dimin- 
ished, 1  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  an  increase  of  the  corps,  and  enclose  for  your  consideration  a 
paper  drawn  up  by  the  oflBcers,  in  which  they  point  out  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  corps  now 
labors,  and  pray  you  to  give  your  assistance  in  applying  a  remedy. 

I  do  not  myself  think  that  any  change  in  the  organization  of  the  corps,  except  an  increase,  is  neces- 
sary, though  I  agree  with  the  oflBcers  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  important  to  introduce  a  knowledge  of 
artillery  duty  more  extensively  than  it  now  exists.  This  end  can  as  readily  be  obtained  under  its  present 
organization  as  it  could  be  if  it  were  changed  by  law  into  a  corps  of  marine  artillery,  as  well  as  of  marine 
infantry,  which  is  its  present  character,  but  may  be  extended  as  well  by  an  order  as  by  law.  In  recom- 
mending an  increase  of  the  corps  to  the  extent  stated  by  the  oflBcers,  I  take  occasion  to  observe  that  the 
guards  at  the  difieront  navy  yards  are  useful  not  only  in  the  protection  of  the  public  property  in  the 
yards,  but  also  as  a  force  from  which  all  the  requisitions  for  the  sea  service  are  supplied.  If  those  guards 
acted  in  no  other  capacity  than  simply  to  protect  the  property  in  the  yards,  it  would  still  be  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  to  the  public  advantage  to  adopt  any  other  system;  and  as  a  force  of  the  marine 
corps  must  necessarily  be  kept  at  or  near  each  navy  yard,  in  order  to  prepare  guards  for  the  vessels  of 
war  which  may  be  fitted  out  therefrom,  and  to  supply  any  deficiencies  in  the  guards  of  such  vessels  as 
may  arrive,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  the  public  interest  would  be  endangered,  if  not  sacrificed,  by  any 
change.  That  these  guards  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties  is  so  well  established,  that  it  is  wholly 
unnecessary  to  go  into  any  detailed  proof  of  this  fact. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1198  organized  the  marine  corps  as  a  military  body,  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  guards  on  board  the  armed  vessel,  and  to  become,  while  acting  in  that  character,  amalgamated  with 
the  navy,  and  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  its  government.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many 
high  officers  in  the  navy  that  the  guards  at  the  different  navy  yards  should  assume  the  same  character 
with  those  on  board  the  armed  vessels.  The  experience  of  twenty-five  years  will  show  that  this  change 
is  not  rendered  necessary  by  any  want  of  eflficiency  in  the  guards,  or  by  any  insubordinate  or  improper 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  who  have  commanded  them.  The  argument  used  by  the 
naval  oflBcers  to  enforce  their  position  is,  that  there  should  be  a  complete  unity  of  command  not  only  in 
substance  but  in  form. 

The  substance  of  command  they  now  have,  as  the  commanding  marine  oflBcer  is  positively  directed  to 
furnish  any  number  of  sentinels  his  force  will  admit  of,  that  the  naval  ofiScers  may  think  necessary  to 
protect  the  public  property  and  to  place  them  wherever  those  officers  may  require.  If  the  views  of  the 
government  in  establishing  those  guards  have  not  been  fulfilled,  if  the  public  property  in  the  yards  has 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  by  their  neglect,  or  if  the  officers  have  not  evinced  every  disposition  to  carry  into 
effect  the  views  of  the  commandants  of  the  yards,  then  I  say  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  change.  If  the 
contrary  is  the  fact,  and  all  the  objects  expected  from  them  have  been  obtained,  I  would  ask  if  any  change 
which  goes  to  effect  the  independence  of  commands  so  long  existing  can  be  justified?  If  the  public 
interest  require  the  change,  let  it  take  place.  If  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  it  is  simply  to  introduce 
a  unity  of  command  to  concentrate  in  the  very  officers  who  used  the  argument,  I  should  beg  leave  to 
question  its  validity  and  to  ask  your  candid  and  delibeiate  ci>iisi(l(iatiuii  ul'  the  subject  before  you  deter- 
mine on  recommending  any  alteration.  The  direction  of  the  ilistrilnitiini  nf  the  guards  as  sentinels  belongs 
already  to  the  naval  officers;  the  number  and  location  of  those  seutiuols  are  also  under  their  direction. 
The  vital  interest  of  the  marine  oflBcer  induces  him  to  comply  with  the  views  of  the  naval  officer  as  fully 
as  he  possibly  can.  The  evidence  that  he  has  always  done  so,  rests  on  the  simple  facts  that  no  injury 
has  arisen  for  twenty-five  years,  of  a  serious  character.  The  marine  corps  is,  and  must  continue  to  be, 
an  appendage  of  the  navy,  participating  in  its  prosperity  or  sharing  in  its  adversity — in  war  braving 
with  it  the  same  dangers,  and  in  peace  asking  of  it  nothing  but  sheer  justice.  In  the  latter  we  have 
harmonio«sly  and  sedulously  performed  our  duties;  in  the  former  we  have  fought  side  by  side  with  our 
brethren  of  the  navy,  and  if  a  Hull  survived  to  reap  the  benefits  and  honors  of  tlie  victory  over  the 
Guerriere,  a  Bush  sealed  it  witVi  his  life's  blood. 

Before  I  close  this  communication,  I  will  state  that  the  station  at  head-quarters  is  highly  useful,  and 
indeed  indispensably  necessary  in  drilling  the  oflBcers  appointed  in  the  corps,  and  has  no  doubt  essentially 
contributed  to  its  invariable  effectiveness  on  whatever  service  it  has  been  heretofore  employed. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  filling  all  future  vacancies  in 
the  corps  from  the  graduates  of  the  academy  at  West  Point.  A  general  knowledge  of  military  science 
is  essentially  useful  in  every  militaiy  body.  If  the  appointments  continue  to  be  made  as  they  now  are, 
that  object  cannot  be  obtained,  and  the  marine  corps  will  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  that  every  other 
branch  of  the  service  enjoys. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ARCHIBALD  HENDERSON,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navij. 

A  general  return  of  the  marine  corps  is  enclosed,  showing  its  present  distribution,  marked  A. 
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N.  H. 


Portsmouth, 

Boston 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

*  Head-quarters,  stafl",  &c 

Navy  yard  guard,  Washington, 

Magazine  guard,  W.  D.  C 

Norfolk,  Va 

Pacific  ocean  and  West  India  station 

Mediterranean,  and  at  sea  in  different  vessels . 
New  Orleans 


D.  C 


Total. 


1,000 


The  number  of  sergeants  required  in  due  proportion  is  96,  and  an  equal  number  of  corporals. 
A  provision  will  be  necessary  for  15  additional  musicians. 


No.  4. 

(Being  one  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  paper  No.  1.) 

Washington,  November  19,  1825. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  officers  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  viewing  you  as  the  official  guardian 
of  their  interests,  and  the  Department  over  which  you  preside  as  the  proper  medium  through  which  to 
make  all  such  representations  to  the  government  as  their  situation  may  call  for,  and  with  feelings  of 
great  personal  deference  for  yourself,  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  consideration, 
and  through  you  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  certain 
facts  in  relation  to  that  branch  of  the  military  service  of  the  nation  in  which  the  undersigned  have  the 
honor  to  be  engaged.  They  deem  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with  the  many  and  obvious  evils  arising 
from  the  present  organization  of  the  marine  corps.  They  are  well  known  and  understood  at  the  Depart- 
ment. But  the  undersigned  are  called  upon,  as  well  out  of  respect  to  themselves  as  to  the  general  good 
and  improvement  of  the  service,  to  make  such  a  representation  of  the  most  prominent  of  them,  as  will 
reach  the  authorities,  who  alone  have  the  power  of  applying  the  adequate  remedies. 

Great  and  mortifying  as  are  the  peculiar  disadvantages  under  which  the  undersigned  are  serving, 
and  much  as  they  have  reason  to  lament  the  hardships  of  their  situation,  their  solicitude  in  their  own 
behalf  is  but  secondary  to  the  great  consideration  of  making  themselves  a  more  useful  auxiliary  to  the 
navy,  and  thus,  of  promoting  in  a  more  extensive  degree  than  they  can  at  present,  the  usefulness  and 
■welfare  of  the  strong  arm  of  our  national  defence;  and  the  undersigned  can  with  the  more  propriety  urge 
those  facts  jointlj'',  and  in  connection  with  each  other,  as  the  same  law  that  affects  the  one  object  may 
be  made  to  accomplish  the  other. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  engage  your  attention  upon  an  important  part  of 
their  subject,  involving  considerations  of  mutual  interest  to  the  navy  and  to  themselves.  The  marines 
constitute  a  part  of,  and  are  a  highly  useful  appendage  to  the  navy,  and  any  change  in  the  organization 
of  the  corps,  calculated  to  make  it  a  more  serviceable  and  vigorous  branch  of  our  naval  establishment, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  a  benefit  to  the  nation  at  large.  They  are  acknowledged  by  our  naval  commanders 
to  be  indispensable  to  the  service,  and  their  efficiency  in  close  action,  and  the  execution  they  have  done 
upon  the  enemy's  decks,  has  called  forth  many  tokens  of  applause  from  our  best  and  most  distinguished 
officers.  It  would  be  the  great  pride  of  the  undersigned,  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  still  more 
extensive  usefulness,  and  to  be  enabled  to  add  to  their  own  credit  by  a  more  active  agency  in  contributing 
to  the  glory  of  their  country. 

We  are  ambitious  to  be  of  equal  importance  in  every  situation  in  which  a  ship  may  be  placed  in 
battle.  A  vessel  may  be  engaged  in  action  under  such  circumstances,  as  to  make  it  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence that  the  marines  should  be  able  to  manage  the  great  guns  with  skill  and  promptitude.  This 
might  be  the  case  when  ships  are  engaged  at  long  shot;  in  the  event  of  great  slaughter  of  the  crew  by 
an  enemy's  fire;  the  reduction  of  the  effective  force  of  the  ship  by  boat  expeditions,  or  in  the  manning  of 
batteries  on  shore,  &c.,  &c. 

To  place  the  corps  upon  such  a  footing  of  usefulness  as  is  contemplated  by  the  undersigned,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  reorganize  it,  and  establish  it  with  the  double  character  of  marine  infantry  and  marine 
artillery;  with  a  suitable  provision  of  field  pieces  for  each  command.  This  arrangement  would  not  only 
qualify  the  officers  of  marines  to  command  a  division  of  guns  in  a  ship  of  war  when  it  might  be  neces- 


•  At  head-quarters,  about  twenty  men  are  ( 
Ac,  in  the  quartermaster's  department. 


stantly  employed  as  artificers,  in  repairing  and  stocking  muskets,  and  as  carpenters. 
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sary,  but  it  would  also  make  the  corps  eminently  useful  in  defending  our  forts  upon  the  seaboard  in  case  of 
attack.  Should  the  proposed  change  in  the  system  of  the  corps  meet  your  approbation,  and  be  regarded 
as  of  sufficient  importance  to  engage  the  attention  of  Congress,  the  undersigneil  would  most  earnestly 
call  upon  you,  sir,  not  only  as  the  proper  medium  of  making  known  ilirir  ui  icvaiKcs,  but  as  the  source 
through  which  they  are  sanguine  of  having  them  redressed,  to  present  t^  the  imtiee  of  that  honorable 
body  the  peculiarly  unpromising  condition  of  the  marine  corps  in  its  present  state,  and  the  comparative 
disadvantages  under  which  its  officers  servo  with  every  other  branch  of  the  military  institutions  of  the 
country. 

In  the  army,  a  regiment  of  infantry  is  commanded  by  a  colonel,  with  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  major, 
ten  captains,  ten  first  and  ten  secoftd  lieutenants.  A  regiment  of  artillery  has  the  same  complement  of 
field  officers  and  captains,  with  twenty  first  lieutenants;  while  the  marine  corps,  dispersed  through  all 
the  navy  yards  in  the  United  States,  and  serving  in  every  sea,  involving  a  responsibility  of  the  most 
extensive  character  upon  the  commandant,  is  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  colonel,  without  any  other  field 
officer,  and  with  but  nine  captains  to  twenty-four  first  and  sixteen  second  lieutenants.  Thus,  sir,  you 
will  perceive,  that  an  officer  on  entering  the  army,  were  his  hopes  circumscribed  to  a  single  regiment, 
would  have  a  better  prospect  of  rising  than  one  who  takes  a  commission  in  the  marines.  How  great  is 
their  advantage  over  us  then,  when  we  look  to  the  range  which  they  enjoy  of  promotion  through  the 
whole  line  of  the  army,  which,  even  on  its  present  footing,  has  fourteen  colonels;  whereas,  the  marines,  being 
a  distinct  and  separate  corps,  confined  to  its  own  limits,  and  with  more  men  and  subalterns  than  any  regiment 
in  the  service,  is  commanded  by  an  officer  of  inferior  grade,  and  who  is  destined  never  to  rise  higher  than 
the  command  of  his  own  corps.  Promotion,  as  the  just  reward  of  faithful  and  meritorious  services,  is 
the  only  inducement  the  profession  of  arms  can  ofier  to  a  young  man  of  enterprise  and  talents,  to  relin- 
quish the  gainful  pursuits  of  civil  life.  This  consideration,  added  to  the  hope  of  acquiring  fame  and 
honor,  sh(juld  always  be  before  the  eyes  of  a  military  man,  as  a  stimulus  to  distinguished  achievements; 
and  while  we  see  a  pros|iert  of  Imnorable  old  age  and  comfort  held  out  to  the  army  and  the  navy,  we 

have  the  melancholy  coutemplati if  a  lifetime  of  devotion  to  our  country  for  the  rank  and  station  of 

a  captain.  Small  as  is  miv  allowance  of  pay,  we  do  not  ask  to  have  it  increased;  we  have  no  view  to 
pecuniary  advantages;  we  only  pray  to  be  made  more  respectable  and  more  useful;  and  we  beseech  you, 
sir,  to  look  into  our  situation,  and  give  us  your  aid  in  raising  the  corps  in  which  we  serve  from  its  present 
position. 

Can  it  be  known  to  the  government,  that  the  marine  corps  furnishes  a  guard  for  every  navy  yard  in 
the  United  States,  and  that  serving  in  every  public  vessel  that  floats,  they  keep  the  same  watch  and  do 
the  same  drudgery  as  the  seamen?  That  almost  all  our  captains  are  nearly  of  ten  years'  standing,  and 
that  many  of  the  lieutenants  are  as  old  in  their  respective  grades? 

The  greatly  superior  advantage  in  point  of  paj'  and  promotion  enjoyed  by  officers  of  the  navy  with 
whom  we  are  immediately  allied,  and  with  whom  the  most  important  of  our  service  is  performed,  is  too 
well  known  to  you,  sir,  to  make  any  other  notice  of  it  necessary,  than  simply  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
comparison.  We  have  instances  i.el'ore  us  of  naval  officers,  who  being  midshipmen  at  the  time  when 
some  of  our  officers  were  eapiains,  are  now  in  the  rank  of  masters  commandant,  while  the  officers  of 
marines  continue  to  be  captains  still,  and  many  of  the  undersigned  who  were  captains  and  lieutenants, 
commanding  the  guards  of  ship.s  in  the  late  war,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes,  remain  in  the  grades 
they  then  filled. 

The  undersigned  are  proijd  to  revert  to  the  events  of  that  important  period  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try. They  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  our  most  distinguished  naval  commanders,  to  prove  that  the  marines 
assisted  with  credit  in  gaining  all  our  naval  victories;  and  the  captains  of  our  vessels  have  borne  honor- 
able witness  to  their  merits  oli  those  great  occasions.  We  occupy  a  post  of  as  much  danger  as  any  in 
the  ship  in  time  of  action;  and  there  is  nothing  on  record  wherewith  to  reproach  us.  Many  of  our  officers 
and  men  have  sealed  with  their  blood,  on  the  land  and  on  the  ocean,  the  compact  of  patriotism  and  valor, 
entered  into  with  their  country  by  engaging  in  her  service.  Tlie  undersigned  pray  to  be  reorganized,  and 
constituted  to  serve  as  a  corps  of  marine  artillery  as  well  as  marine  infantry,  to  be  drilled  to  act  in  either 
capacity,  as  occasion  may  require.  They  also  pray,  that  the  conimandant  of  the  corps  may  be  raised  to  the 
rank  of  colonel;  for  the  creation  of  two  majors;  and  for  thiee  additional  captains,  making  the  whole 
number  twelve.  That  the  first  lieutenants  remain  as  they  are,  and  that  the  second  lieutenants  be  fixed 
at  twenty. 

They  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  necessities  of  the  service  require  at  least 
two  hundred  and  lii'ty  men  above  the  numb(>r  provid(Hl  for  by  law;  and  that  this  accession  to  the  strength 
of  the  corps  is  now  wanting  to  enalile  the  enmniandant  to  funiish  the  guards  required  for  the  protection 
of  the  navy  yards,  and  for  the  ships. 

The  additional  number  of  cajitains  asked  for  are  not  in  proportion  to  this  increase  of  men;  and  the 
undersigned  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  statement  marked  A,  showing  that  all  the  officers  can  be  usefully 
and  actively  employed,  and  that  imjiortant  eonniiands  hereto  confided  to  lieutenants,  may  in  future,  under 
this  arrangement,  be  assigned  to  officers  of  rank  proper  for  such  responsibility. 

The  undersigned  look  forward  with  great  hope  to  your  favorable  consideration  of  this,  their  respect- 
ful rei)resentation,  and  are  sanguine  of  success,  with  your  apprt)bation  and  support. 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Capt.  nn>l  Major  h/  brevet.  HENRY  W.  GARDNER,  Fir^t  Lieulennnl  Marines. 

ROB.  I).  W.MNWinrJHT,  <'ai,l.amlMaj<,r}iiihrewt.     THOMAS  B.  B.VRTOX,  Fir^'t  Lirutenant  Marines. 

WlLLI.VM   ANDERSON,    Captain  Maruirs.  (iEORtlE  W.  WALK  EK.  First  Lieutenant  lUarines. 

SAMUEL  E.   WATSON,    Ciplain  Marines.  CHARLES  C.   FLOYD,  Fir.<l  Lieutenant  Marines. 

AVILLIAM   II.  FREEMAN,  Captain  .Uarines.  BENJ.  MACOMHEK,  Fir.<t   Liral.'„nat  Marine<<. 

JOS.    L.    KUIIN,   Captain  Marn,r.<.  i^XWLS.  VOVJKM  \S .  Srr,,,,,/  f.iratrnaal  Marines. 

C.    L.   BROOM,  Lieatenaat   Mana.'s.  RICHARD  DOI'CLASS,  Sr,;,a,l  /.leat.  .)farines. 

LEVI  TWIGOS,  Fir.<t  Limteaant.  CHARLES  F.  S1'E,\  IMNC,  S,rnn,l  Li.at.  Marines. 

THOMAS  A.  LINTOX,   /V/W  Lwatenant  Marines.      ALVIN   EDSOX.  Semail  Lieatenaat  Marines. 

PARKE  G.   HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inxperlnr.  MARCELLUS  M.  LITTLE,   Seeond  Lieut.  Marines. 

E.  J.  AVEED,  First  Lieutenant  and  Quartermaster.       GEORGE  F.  LINDSAY,  Second  Lieut.  Marines. 

J.  C.  HALL,  First  Lieutenant  Marines.  THOMAS  L.  HARDY,  Second  Lieutenant  Marines. 

THOxMAS  S.  ENGLISH,  First  Lieutenant  ITarines. 

To  the  Hon.  S.vmuel  L.   Socth.vrd,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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18th  Congress.]  No.  267.  .[2d  Session. 

ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  JOHN  M.  GAMBLE,  A  CAPTAIN  OF  MARINES,  FOR  COMPENSATION 
OR  PRIZE  MONEY  FOR  CAPTURING  AN  ENEMY'S  VESSEL  IN  1813. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    2,     1825. 

Mr.  Hayne,  from  tlio  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  refeiTcd  the  memorial  of  John  M.  Gam- 
ble, a  captain  of  marines,  in  the  United  States  navy,  praying  compensation  for  the  capture  of  the 
Seringapatam,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  reported: 

That  Captain  Gamble,  then  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  was  attached  to  the  Essex  frigate,  during  her 
memorable  cruise  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  was  ciilnistcMl,  l.y  Coimiiodore  Porter,  with  the  command  of 
the  Greenwich,  one  of  his  prizes;  that,  whilst  thus  (■(iiimiiindin.u;-,  he  fell  in  with  the  Seringapatam,  an 
armed  ship  of  the  enemy,  of  very  superior  force,  which,  after  a  slxn't  conflict,  he  captured.  From  the 
papers  accompanying  the  memorial,  it  may  be  perceived,  that  this  affair  was  regarded,  at  the  time,  as  a 
very  gallant  one;  but  owing  to  the  capture  of  Commodore  Porter's  dispatches,  no  official  account  of  it 
has  ever  been  pnlilished.  The  committee  regret  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  cannot  properly  be 
grantcil,  tliric  licing  no  precedent  of  any  compensation,  further  than  the  prize,  ever  having  been  made  to 
the  captia-s  nf  the  private  armed  ships  of  the  enemy. 

Tlie  couuiiittee,  however,  cannot  consent  to  close  their  report  without  expressing  their  sense  of  the 
gallantry,  skill,  and  enterprise,  disjilaycd  by  Captain  Gamble,  in  the  capture  of  the  Seringapatam.  The 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  <>i'  the  Idllnwing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialist  have  hnnc  to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  papers. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  Gamble,  of  the  marine  corps,  respectfully 
showeth: 

That  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  your  memorialist  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  an  armed 
ship  in  the  South  seas;  and  on  the  13th  of  July,  1813,  fell  in  with  and,  after  a  contest,  (the  particulars 
of  which  have  been  furnished  the  government  by  Commodore  Porter,)  c:iptured  a  ship  called  the  Seringa- 
patam, much  superior  in  force  to  the  Greenwich,  the  ship  your  memorialist  riuiiiiianded.  That  the  taking 
of  the  Seringapatam  was  of  importance  to  American  citizens  engaged  iu  ((Hiiincice  on  those  seas,  inas- 
much as  she  had  captured  the  ship  "Edward,"  from  Nantucket,  and  had  aidcil  a  Spaiiisli  jirivatccr  in  the 
capture  of  two  other  American  south-seamen.  That  she  was,  when  captured  by  youi-  inniKiiialist,  cruis- 
ing in  search  of  other  American  vessels,  engaged  in  their  lawful  pursuits.  That  the  Seringapatam  proved 
to  be  a  heavy  armed  ship,  fitted  out  at  great  expense,  and  when  captur('(l  abuii<laiitly  sii|i]ilied  with  naval 
stores  and  provisions.  That  a  large  quantity  of  powder  and  other  articles  were  taken  nut  of  this  ship 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  frigate  Essex.  That  her  cargo  was  wuitii  upwards  of  tliirty  thousand 
dollars.  That  the  Seringapatam,  after  her  capture  by  your  memorialist,  was  taken  into  the  United 
States  service,  by  Commodore  Porter,  as  an  auxiliary  to  his  armed  force  in  the  South  seas.  That  she 
was,  in  September,  1814,  recaptured,  on  which  occasion  your  memorialist  was  severely  wounded,  and  put 
in  an  open  boat  at  sea.  That  the  day  following,  your  memorialist  was  attacked  by  the  savages  of  Nooa- 
hcenah,  and  had,  out  of  eleven  men,  four  killed  and  one  dangenmsly  wnunded.  And,  finally,  that  your 
memorialist  has  not  been  compensated  either  for  the  capture  of  the  Seringapatam  or  for  the  property 
taken  out  of  her  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  your  memorialist  therefore  respectfully  petitions  Con- 
gress to  allow  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  Seringapatam,  captured  by  a  very  inferior  force,  and 
recaptured  after  having  been  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United. States,  as  will  appear  by  Commodore 
Porter's  journal,  page  205.  Your  memorialist  respectfully  begs  a  reference  to  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, and  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray. 

JNO.  M.  GAMBLE,  £t.  Lt.  Col  U.  S.  M.  Corps. 

New  York,  December  31,  1828. 


Extracts  from  Commodore  Porter's  journal. 
Extract  No.  1;  page  174. 

May  13,  1813. 
Our  fleet  now  consisted  of  six  sail  of  vessels,  without  including  the  Georgiana.  On  board  the  last 
captured  vessel,  I  put  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  fight  their  guns,  giving  Lieut.  McKnight  charge  of 
the  Atlantic,  and  for  want  of  sea  officers,  I  put  Lieut.  Gamble,  of  the  marines,  in  charge  of  the  Greenwich. 
I  had  much  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  this  gentleman;  and  to  make  up  for  his  want  of  nautical  know- 
ledge, I  put  two  expert  seamen  with  him  as  mates,  one  of  whom  was  a  good  navigator. 

Volunteers  continued  to  offer  from  the  captured  vessels,  and  my  whole  effective  force  in  those  seas 
now  consisted  of 

The  Essex Mounting  46  guns  and  245  men. 

The  Georgiana .Mounting  16  guns  and    42  men. 

The  Atlantic Mounting    6  guns  and    12  men. 

The  Greenwich Mounting  10  guns  and    14  men. 

1  he  M.  intczuma Mounting    2  guns  and    10  men. 

ilio  rohcy ; Mounting  . .  guns  and    10 


men. 


Making  in  all 80  guns  333 


men. 
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ExTK.iCT  2d;  page  203. 

July  13,  1813. 
At  eleven  A.  M.,  discovered  three  sail  ofif  Banks'  bay,  standing  on  a  wind,  some  distance  from  each 
other.  I  gave  chase  to  the  one  in  the  centre;  the  others,  which  appeared  to  be  fine  large  ships,  stood 
on  different  tacks  with  a  view  of  eluding  us,  while  the  one  I  was  in  cliase  of  bore  up  from  us.  I  felt 
apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  my  prizes,  which  were  now  a  great  distance  astern  of  us.  The  in-shore 
ship  tacked  to  windward  of  us  and  stood  for  them,  with  a  view  of  cutting  them  off ;  but  my  anxiety  was 
considerably  relieved  on  seeing  the  Greenwich  heave  to  for  the  Georgiana  to  come  up,  as  1  was  confident 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  her  crew  out,  as  she  soon  after  stood  boldly  down  for  the  stranger. 
We  were  not  long  in  capturing  the  vessel  we  were  in  chase  of,  which  proved  to  be  the  English  ship 
Charlton,  of  ten  guns,  the  captain  of  which  informed  me  that  the  ship  now  to  windward  was  the  Sering- 
apatam,  of  fourteen  guns  and  forty  men,  commanded  by  William  Stavers,  and  that  the  other  was  the  New 
Zealander,  of  eight  guns. 

Extract  3d;  pages  203  and  204. 

The  Greenwich  continued  to  run  down  for  her,  while  the  Georgiana  ran  for  the  Essex.  I  soon 
threw  a  crew  on  board  the  Charlton  and  gave  cliase.  Several  broadsides  were  exchanged  between  the 
Greenwich  and  the  Seringapatam,  when  the  latter  hauled  dowu  her  colors,  but  endeavored  to  make  her 
escape  in  a  crippled  state,  having  her  sails  and  rigging  much  cut.  The  Greenwich  kept  up  the  pursuit 
close  on  her  quarter,  &c. 

Extract  4 ;  page  205. 
As  the  Seringapatam  proved  to  be  a  fast  sailing  ship,  and  was  in  every  respect  calculated  for  a 
man-of-war,  (and  indeed  built  for  one  in  India,  for  Tippoo  Saib, )  I  determined  to  render  her  as  formidable  as 
possible,  that  in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  the  Essex,  our  cruise  might  not  be  entirely  broken  up. 
With  this  view  I  sent  the  gunners  and  carpenters  to  work  on  hor,  and  in  a  few  days  she  was  completely 
equipped,  with  twenty-two  guns  mounted  on  her.  I  gave  her  in  charge  to  Mr.  Terry,  master  mate,  with 
directions  not  to  separate  from  us. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Essex,  at  sea,  July  14,  1813. 
Sir:  Allow  me  to  return  to  you  my  thanks  for  your  handsome  conduct  in  bringing  the  Seringapatam 
to  action,  which  greatly  facilitated  her  capture  while  it  prevented  the  possibility  of  her  escape. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  I  shall  make  a  suitable  representation  of  the  aiiair   to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.   PORTER. 
Lt.  John  Gamble,  commanding  the  prize  i^hip  Greenwich. 


U.  S.  F.  Esses,  of  Albemarle  Me,  July  15,  1813. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  my  dear  fellow,  on  your  splendid  victory  of  yesterday  over  so  superior 
a  force.  One  of  our  officers  who  has  been  on  board  your  prize  says  she  mounts  16  guns  and  had  more 
than  three  times  your  crew.  I  most  heartily  wish  I  had  been  on  board  as  your  surgeon,  to  share  prize 
money  as  well  as  honor  with  you,  for  1  am  told  she  is  a  very  valuable  ship  and  well  advanced  in  her  cargo 
of  oil.  After  we  had  captured  the  Now  Zealander  and  Charlton,  and  found  out  from  our  prisoners  that 
it  was  that  old  rciir^-adi)  Stivers  Vdu  were  eiiga.n-ed  with,  aiiil  so  far  to  windward  that  we  could  not  beat 
up  to  your  assist:iiii-c  ImI'oic  nii'liii,nlit,  ('a|it.  r(iit<'i-  liccariic  extremely  anxious  about  you;  he  chewed 
as  much  tobacco  aii.l  kcj.t  his  |MH,r  .spyglass  as  cinistantly  ciupl.-yed  as  ever  I  knew  him  to. 

At  one  time,  when  the  Seringapatam  tacked,  Oapt.  1'.  became  more  anxious  than  ever;  fearful  you 
would  tack  at  the  same  time  and  receive  a  raking  shot;  he  exclaimed:  "Now,  Mr.  Gamble,  if  you'll  only  stand 
on  five  minutes,  and  then  tack,  I'll  make  you  a  prince."  You  stood  on  awhile,  when  he  again  exclaimed, 
"Now  is  your  time;"  just  then  we  observed  your  ship  in  stays,  which  gave  you  the  raking  shot  that 
did  the  enemy  so  much  injury.  So,  my  dear  fellow,  you  stand  a  chance  of  being  princod,  knighted,  or  some- 
thing else.  The  captain  was  much  pleased,  put  the  spyglass  under  his  arm,  walked  alt,  and  appeared 
to  think  all  safe.  I  wanted  to  have  had  a  talk  to  you  when  you  were  on  board  the  Essex,  but  we  were 
both  too  much  hurried.  Old  Stivers  is  in  the  steerage  with  us;  we  find  him  a  noisy,  abusive  steerage 
mate.  He  talks  about  everything  but  what  we  want  to  hear.  I  hope  to  see  you  soon,  until  when  adieu. 
Sincerely  your  friend,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  M.  MONTGOMERY. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  February  10,  1816. 

Sir:  Captain  John  Gamble  of  the  marines  served  with  me  on  the  Essex,  from  the  time  of  my  taking 
command  of  that  vessel,  until  my  departure  from  Madison's  Island;  during  the  whole  of  which  his  conduct 
was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  my  respect,  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 

During  a  great  part  of  my  'cruise  in  the  Smith  seas,  Captain  (then  Lieutenant)  Gamble,  continued  in 
command  of  one  of  my  most  vabiaMe  |iri/es,  ami  while  in  tiiat  sitiiatidii,  lu-ought  to  action  with  an  inferior 
force,  and  cau.sed  to  surrender,  an  arnie(l  vessel  nf  the  enemy  wliieii  had  long  lieen  the  terror  of  the  Ameri- 
can ships  which  had  been  engaged  in  commercial  and  other  pursuits  in  that  ocean. 
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Ilonoi-able  mention  was  made  of  this  afl'air  to  tlie  Socretarj'  of  the  Navy,  but  by  the  capture  of  the 
vessel,  the  account  was  lost,  and  urcdnrsc  ncvi'i-  rcarlicd  tlie  United  States. 

Captain  Gamble  at  all  times  -ivallv  (lisiiii,L;iush(ii  himself  by  his  activity  in  every  enterprise  engaged 
in  by  the  force  under  my  command,  and  in  many  critical  encounters  by  the  natives  of  Madison  Island, 
rendVred  essential  services,  and  at  all  times  distinguished  himself  by  his  coolness  and  bravery.     I  there- 
fore do,  with  [ileasure  recommend  him  to  the  Department,  as  an  officer  deserving  of  its  patronage. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CuowNiNsniELD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


True  copy  from  the  original,  now  on  fde  at  the  Navy  Department. 


J,  M.  GAMBLE. 


New  York,  April  5,  1824. 

My  De.\r  Friend:  I  yesterday  received  your  letter  ol'  the  3d  instant,  (.m  the  subject  of  a  claim  about 
to  be  brought  before  Congress  for  your  capture  of  the  sliip  Scriiigapatain,  in  the  Pacific,  in  1813,  while 
in  command  ol' the  prize  ship  ( irocnwioh,  and  am  truly  pleased  to  learn  that  your  friends  at  Washington 
liave  advised  sucli  a  course,  and  speak  favorably  of  its  success. 

I  shall,  with  the  most  pcrlrct  willingness,  state  what  I  know  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  all'air,  though,  as  I  was  not  a  witness  or  a  party  to  any  operations  of  the  commodore's  cruise  until 
aftei-  iiiccting  you  at  Madison  Island,  in  October  or  November,  1813,  my  statement  1  should  presume  can 
be  of  little  imiiortance. 

With  regard  to  the  fact  of  the  surrender  of  the  Seringapatam  to  your  ship  I  should  suppose  there  can 
be  no  doubt;  having  heard  it  mentioned  while  at  Madison  Island,  and  at  other  times,  as  matter  of  common 
notoriety,  and  never  hearing  it  contradicted. 

M_y  recollection  ni'  the  siiip  itself  will  not  soon  be  effaced;  it  being  on  board  her  our  disasters  com- 
menced, in  May,  1814,  when  the  crew  rose  on  us,  ran  away  with  the  ship,  &c.  Of  the  value  of  her  lading 
I  have  no  distinct  recollection,  the  oil  having  been  taken  out  about  the  time  I  joined  you;  nor  do  I  recol- 
lect the  force  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  That  it  was  formidable  and  much  dreaded  on  the 
cruising  ground  of  the  whalers  I  always  understood.  One  fact  relating  to  the  warlike  and  formidable 
appearance  of  the  Seringapatam,  which  came  under  my  observation  and  within  my  own  knowledge,  it  may 
be  worth  wliih-  to  state:  When  the  Albatros,  on  board  which  ship  I  arrived  at  the  islands  a  ijassenger, 
came  olf  the  liai'lior.  and  we  saw  the  fleet  anchored  inside,  all  on  board  supposrd  ihai  ship  to  l.c  a  frigate. 

The  paitieulai-  dimensions  of  the  Seringapatam  I  do  not  recollect,  but  boliexc  her  measurement  was 
about  400  tons,  but  of  such  construction  that  she  would  stow  much  more.  She  was  certainly  a  valuable 
ship,  being  entirely  of  teak  wood.  We  understood  she  was  built  for  and  owned  by  Tippoo  Saib  for  a 
vessel-of-war,  being  pierced  for  guns  on  her  lower  deck,  how  many  I  do  not  remember — named  after  the 
capital  city  of  his  country,  and  had  been  taken  from  him  by  the  English. 

I  further  iiiideistood  that  this  ship  had  been  sent  from  India  to  England  with  a  view  to  being  pur- 
chased liy  go\-eniiiieiil  there. 

That  there  was  great  merit  and  mucli  credit  due  you  for  capturing  the  Seringa|)atam  I  presumenone 
•ever  venture  to  question;  and  had  tlie  termination  of  the  Essex's  eniise  been  dilierent,  no  doubt  some 
such  proceeding  as  is  now  connnenced  wuidd  long  since  have  been  stalled.  The  subject  having  rested 
until  now,  however,  is  not  the  less  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  be  assured  of  my  best  wishes 
for  the  success  of  your  memorial.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  this  letter  which  may  be  thought 
proper,  or  I  will  most  willingly  state  what  I  know  connected  with  the  subject  in  any  other  shape  you  may 
desire. 

I  expect  to  sail  for  Canton  in  about  three  weeks,  but  will  write  you  on  this  subject  in  a  few  days. 
Meantime  I  remain  most  truly  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  CLAPP. 

JIajor  John  M    Gamble,  PliiladeJpMa. 


New  Yoriv,  April  15,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  stating  some  general  fac-ts  in  relation  to  the  object  of  your 
letter,  wliich  has  just  reached  me. 

The  English  ship  St'riiigapatam,  commanded  by  Captain  Stivers,  was  deemed  by  the  American  whale- 
men their  most  formidabh.'  enemy  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  Her  size,  construction,  and  armament  better 
adapted  her  for  hostilities  than  any  ship  wliich  we  found  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery.  It  was  known 
she  had  taken  the  slii|i  Edward,  ot'Nantiieket,  aii<l  was,  wlieiria'llen  in  with,  cruising  for  other  American 
vessels.  Her  commander  was  n.pnited  to  be  a  bold  and  inip.ineipl.d  adveiii nrer,  and  had  he  not  been 
arrested  in  his  course,  would  un.piestionably  have  e(imniille,|  serious  depredations  on  American  property 
in  that  ocean.  In  eompany  with  two  other' Knglisli  ships,  the  .<eriii,uapaiam  was  met  at  s(>n  by  the  force 
under Conmiodore  Porter.  The  prize  ship  (iivenwieb,  under  vour  immediate  eommand,  acted  a  distinguished 
part  (m  the  12th  or  13th  July,  1813,  in  captiniiii;-  the  S.u'in-apalam  -ber  plivsieal  l\uee  was  much  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  Greenwicii,  and  to  the  better'  .liseipline  and  skill  of  your  I'uvw  -  wbieh  was  evinced  in 
the  engagemiait  between  the  two  ships,  the  fortunaie  result  of  the  contest  is  to  be  ascribed.  Your  engage- 
ment with  the  Sei-in-apatam  tonk  pbuv  while  ( 'ominodor,'  I'orier  was  oeeupied  in  eapturino- the  other  ships. 
Several  bn.adsides  bad  been  .■.Nebange,!  between  the  <  ne.uiwieb  and  S.aingapatam,  wlieu^the  latter  hauled 
down  her  colois,  enihasiuing  at  the  same  time  to  escape  by  making  sail;  her  crippled  condition  retarded 
her  progress,  and  llie  (ueeiiwecb  gaining  on  her  in  the  pursuit,  and  nuahu-iiig  the  success  of  her  attempt 
impracticable,  the  enemy,  after  a  few  more  shot  from  the  Greenwich,  surrendered.  To  you,  my  dear  sir, 
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much  credit  and  even  applause  were  given  for  tlic  capture  of  an  enemy's  ship  so  notorious  as  was  the 
Seringapatam. 

1  would  enter  into  the  detailed  statement  which  ym  request,  but  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  the 
particulars  that  at  the  time  presented  themselves  did  not  make  much  impression  on  the  mind  of  a  surgeon, 
have  become  indistinct  in  my  memory. 

I  remain,  with  much  respect,  sincerely  yours, 

KICIIARl)  K.  HOFFMAN. 


Philadelphia,  December  18,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  hear  that  you  have  a  prospect  of  being  rewarded  by  Con- 
gress for  your  skill  and  gallantry  in  capturing  the  English  armed  ship  Seringapatam  in  1813.  It  aflbrds 
me  a  satisfaction  to  liave  an  opportunity  of  testifying  that  she  was  vastly  superior  to  your  ship  (the 
Greenwich)  in  number  as  well  as  size  of  her  guns,  and  alMiut  three  times  as  large  a  crew.  The  Seringa- 
patam measured  over  400  tons,  was  built  of  teak,  and  iii|iper-fastened.  At  the  time  you  captured  her, 
after  a  brisk  and  well  conducted  chase  fight,  slic  iihimitcd  IG  long  guns  on  the  spar  deck;  she  was  pierced 
for  guns  on  the  gun  deck,  but  had  none  mounted  there.  Sti\ers,  whe  coniiiKindt^d  the  Seringapatam  was 
a  daring,  unprincipled  marauder,  who  was  a  t'lmstant  seeuige  td  eur  whale  hsiiery  in  the  Pacific,  and, 
although  he  had  no  letter  of  marque  or  other  commissiun  fi  ir  justilicatii  )ii,  wc>  know  tliat  he  had  captured  one 
American  whaleship,  and  was  cruising  for  others,  when  you  had  the  good  luck  to  capture  his  vessel  and 
put  a  stop  to  his  piratical  pursuits. 

While  you  was  engaged  with  the  Seringapatam,  we  (the  Essex)  was  capturing  the  whaleships  Charl- 
ton and  New  Zeaiander,  and  so  far  to  leeward  that  we  ceiild  have  rendered  you  no  assistance  if  the  Seringa- 
patam had  been  victorious.  The  Greenwich  was  man;i.i;(il  tlir.uighout  the  contest  in  such  a  way  as  to 
draw  upon  your  conduct  several  very  high  encomiums  frdui  Cdiiuuodore  Porter  in  my  hearing,  and  the 
most  decided  approbation  and  congratulation  of  all  your  cimiitryiuen  who  witnessed  it. 
Witli  sincere  friendship,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MONTGOMERY,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Major  John  M.   Gamble,  U.  S.  Marines,  Philadelphia. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original  letter  from  Doctor  Montgomery  which  is  not 
at  present  in  my  possession. 

JNO.  M.  GAMBLE. 
New  York,  January  12,  1829. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY,  WITH  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE, 
SHOWING  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THAT  DEPARTMENT  IN  1825. 

COMMUNIC.ITED    TO    CONGRESS    WITH    THE    PRESmENT's    MESSAGE    OF    THE    6tH    OF    DECEMBER,     1825. 

Navy  Department,  December  2,  1825. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  rospectfullj  submits  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  following 
statements  respecting  the  CDueerns  of  the  Navy  Department,  during  the  jireseiit  year. 

The  vessels  in  e.iiiiiuissiiin,  for  active  service,  at  sea,  iiave  been  the  same  as  tiiey  were  at  the  close  of 
the  last  year,  with  the  InlK.wing  exceptions: 

The  frigate  Brandywine,  then  on  the  stocks  at  the  navy  yard  in  this  ]ilaee.  has  Ixx'u  launched  and 
fitted  out,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron.  The  schnoner  Nnnsueh  has  been  sold, 
because  she  was  so  fai-  decayed  that  it  was  not  "for  tlie  interest  of  tlie  United  States  to  repair  her." 
The  schooner  Ferret  was  lost,  in  a  gale,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  on  the  4th  February  last.  The  Beagle 
and  Terrier  have  been  sold,  under  the  law  of  the  last  session,  entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building 
(if  ten  sloops  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  latter  recently  arrived  at  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina, in  distress,  and  was  disposed  of,  at  public  auction  at  that  place.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
vessels  sold  have  been  carried  to  the  fund  designated  by  law.  The  Decoy  is  still  used,  as  a  storeship, 
but  will  be  sold  on  her  return  to  the  United  States.  The  Sea  Gull  has  been  profitably  converted  into  a 
receiving  vessel  at  Philadelphia.  Some  of  the  barges  have  become  useless,  by  decay,  and  the  rest  are 
retained  on  the  Florida  station. 

The  Fox,  a  schooner  of  fifty-three  tons,  is  tlie  only  cruising  vessel  remaining,  of  those  purchased 
under  the  "Act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  fi>i-  the  siippiessiim  of  piracy." 

The  paper  marked  A,  exhibits  the  vessels  in  commissimi,  and  the  siatidu  on  which  each  is  employed. 

The  West  India  squadron  now  consists  of  the  frigate  ('(nistellaiinii,  corvette  John  Adams,  sjoop 
Hornet,  brig  Spark,  schooners  Grampus,  Shark  and  Fox,  and  the  st<,iresiiii)  Decoy,  with  the  barges.  The 
duties  assigned  to  it  have  been  signally  accomplished.  Several  captures  of  pirates  were  made,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  of  which  the  documents  annexed  furnish  an  account.  See  papers  marked  B. 
Since  that  time,  the  principal  jilaees  whore  piracy  existed  have  beim  diligently  watched,  and  no  complaints 
on  the  subject  have  been  madi',  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Deiiaitmeiit,  for  several  months  past. 

Captain  Warrington,  an  active,  sysiematie  and  eiiteri>rishig  oflicer,  commands  in  that  quarter,  and, 
seconded  as  he  is,  by  a  C(iiniHeudalile  zeal  and  skill  in  his  suh(.adiiiate  officers,  it  is  believed  that  he  will 
continue  to  repress  tiiat  evil,  which  has,  heretofore,  produced  so  much  anxiety  and  distress. 
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There  have  been  thirteen  deaths  ammis-  Ihc  (iffirvM-s  attnrhed  to  that  squadron,  occasioned  by  diseases, 
contracted  either  in  the  vessels,  nr  in  Ihc  |in]ts  .if  the  AVcsi  Indies. 

Against  danger,  from  this  cause,  the  ((iiiniianiliii--  (.Hirer  was  particularly  instructed  to  be  upon  his 
guard,  and  has,  no  doubt,  been  attentive  to  his  orders;  Imf  sovere  exposures  are  incident  to  the  service, 
and  where  so  many  officers  are  subjected  to  them,  it  must  \>f  exjKM  ted  that  they  will  prove  fatal  to  some; 
especially  to  those  who  are  not  very  cautious  in  guarding-  their  health.  We  have  been,  however,  so  far 
fortunate,  as  to  suflfer  less,  from  this  cause,  in  the  present,  than  the  prerediu--  ye;irs;  arising  probably,  in 
part,  from  a  change  in  the  size  and  character  of  the  vessels  emiihiyeil;  ami  steady  attention  is  paid  to 
the  subject,  and  "such  arrangements  made,  as  give  the  hest  liii|.es  <,r  lessening  the  evil.  Although 
sickness  has  prevailed  at  Thompson's  Island  to  a  distressing  extent,  it  has  been  less  severe  than  here- 
tofore. Two  officers  have  died  'there,  and  their  deaths  are  probably  not  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the 
climate. 

The  station  at  that  place  having  been  found  unhealthy,  a  surrender  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  the 
War  Department,  at  Fensacola,  was  obtained  for  the  purpose,  and  arrangements  made,  early  in  the  spring, 
for  the  removal  of  the  stores,  &c.,  to  them.  An  order  for  the  transfer  was  issued  on  the  24th  May,  to  be 
sent  by  the  Decoy;  but  an  unexpected  accident  delayed  the  sailing  of  that  vessel,  until  the  13th  July, 
and  she  had  an  unusually  long  passage,  of  liet  ween  f'erty  and  fifty  days.  The  order  is  annexed,  and 
marked  C.  The  transfer  has  since  been  made,  and  I'liisaeula  is  now  the  rendezvous  of  the  squadron,  and 
will  continue  so;  the  site  for  a  navy  yard  and  deijot  having  been  selected,  at  that  place,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled,  "An  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  and  depot  on  the  coast  of  Florida, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  that  law,  on  the  3d  March  last,  measures  were  taken  to  obtain  such 
information,  not  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  as  was  necessary  to  a  safe  execution  of  the 
power,  and  this  being  procured,  arrangements  were  nuide  to  send  out  Captains  Bainbridge,  Warrington 
and  Biddle,  to  make  the  selection  of  a  site. 

They  sailed  from  Norfolk  on  the  13th  October,  and  arriveil  at  Pensneela,  after  a  very  short  passage, 
on  the  25th;  lost  no  time  in  completing  a  full  examination  of  the  |ilaees  whieli  were  considered  most  likely 
to  answer  for  such  an  establishment;  and  have  made  such  a  selection  as  their  intelligence  and  discretion 
dictated.  Their  report  was  received  at  the  Department  on  the  1st  December,  and  has  been  transmitted 
to,  and  approved  by  you. 

The  orders  under  which  they  acted,  together  with  their  report,  are  annexed,  and  marked  D. 

The  experience  of  the  department,  and  personal  observation  during  the  last  year,  have  entirely 
satisfied  me  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  our  navy  yards,  are  badly  located;  and  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  public  money,  which  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  expended  upon  them,  might 
have  been  saved,  by  a  wiser  location  at  the  commencement.  A  desire  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of  this  evil 
induced  me  to  adopt  the  mode  of  selecting  a  site  for  the  Florida  navy  yard;  a  mode  in  which  the  best  skill 
would  be  exercised,  in  the  absence  of  all  private  interests  and  feelings. 

Under  the  law  of  last  year,  entitled  "An  act  aiithdriziiif;-  an  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  of  St  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  ef  the  enast  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  surveys 
have  been  made  of  the  harbors  mentioned,  and  f^uch  e.xainiiiations  and  surveys  of  Fensacola  and  the  coast 
of  Florida  procured,  as  stemed  necessary  to  accornjilish  the  objects  of  that  law.  The  expediency  of 
establishing  a  "naval  depot  "  on  the  (lulf  of  Mexico,  was  ileteiiiiined  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
an  appropriation  made  for  the  inupose.  What  has  becji  (h>]ie  by  the  Department,  on  that  subject,  will  be 
seen  by  the  preceding  part  of  this  report. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  surveys  of  Charleston  and  St.  Mary's,  to  be  accompanied  by  a  chart,  is 
now  preparing,  by  the  officers  who  were  employed  on  that  duty,  may  be  communicated  in  the  progress  of 
the  session,  should  it  be  wished,  and  will  be  some  guide  in  forming  an  opinion  "on  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  navy  yard  at  either  of  those  places,  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  sloops  of  war  and 
other  vessels  of  an  inferior  class." 

There  are  still,  perhaps,  one  or  two  places  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  which  it 
would  be  proper  to  survey,  but  the  appropriation  is  expended.  These  surveys,  with  others  which  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Department,  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
useful,  but  they  have  also  been  very  expensive,  in  proportion  to  their  usefulness.  Made  under  special 
appropriations,  and  special  acts  of  Congress,  the  officers  and  other  means  for  their  execution  were  to  be 
collected  at  the  time,  and  all  the  expense  of  organizing  those  means  to  be  encountered  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  survey,  and  to  be  disposed  of  at  its  termination.  A  large  part  of  the  appropriations  has 
necessarily  been  expended  for  this  purpose;  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  a  more  regular  and 
systematic,  and,  therefore,  economical  plan,  should  be  adopted.  Our  whole  coast  ought  to  be  surveyed. 
The  acquaintance  with  it,  of  our  best  informed  men,  both  on  land  and  water,  is  much  more  superficial 
than  it  ought  to  be.  There  is  scarcely  a  mile  of  it  which  is  thoroughly  known.  Hence  our  commerce, 
and  the  interests  of  our  navy,  suffer  greatly,  even  in  time  of  peace,  and,  in  war,  are  unnecessarily 
hazarded.  The  last  war  exhibited,  in  many  instances,  in  the  enemy,  a  knowledge  on  this  suiiject  not 
inferior  to  that  possessed  by  ourselves.  It  seems  due  to  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  interests 
of  commerce,  and  of  the  naval  service,  that  a  more  sj'steniatic  and  scientific  mode  of  making  these  sur- 
veys should  1)0  adopted;  that  thov  should  extend  over  the  wliole  cuast;  and  that  means,  commensurate 
with  the  oliject,  should  be  |il;ii'e(i  under  the  control  of  this  i.r  some  otlii>r  Department.  A  naval  school 
would,  in  a  short  time,  lurnish  cheap  and  valuable  means  of  acconiplisliing  them. 

The  Mediterranean  sipiaih-oii,  at  this  time,  consists  of  the  North  Carolina  14,  frigates  Brandywine, 
and  Constitution,  and  sloops  Ontario,  and  Erie,  and  is  still  under  the  command  of  Conmiodore  Rodgers. 
A  slight  temporary  alarm  existed  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  respecting  its  health,  resulting  from  acci- 
dental causes,  but  from  connnunications  recently  received  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  appears  to  have 
passed  by,  and  it  may  be  said  that  its  general  health  during  the  year  has  been,  and  that  it  now  is,  as 
good  as  is  common  with  our  squadron  in  that  sea.  Three  only  of  our  officers,  and  very  few  of  the  men, 
have  died,  and  no  extensive  sickness  has  prevailed  among  them. 

The  general  objects  of  the  squadron  have  continued  the  same  as  in  former  years,  but  additional 
importance  has  been  given  to  its  presence,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mediterranean,  by  the  nature  of  the 
contest  between  Greece  and  Turkey,  and  the  inconvenience  to  our  commerce,  likely  to  result  from  it. 
Some  injuries  must  necessarily  be  anticipated,  and  somo  have  actually  been  felt,  from  the  unauthorized 
abuse  of  the  flag  of  one  of  the  contending  parties  to  the  purposes  of  plunder.     The  presence  of  the  whole 
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squadron  there  for  a  short  period,  and  the  continuance  of  a  portion  of  it  for  a  much  longer  time,  have, 
no  iliiiilit,  |iic\ciiled  numerous  trespasses  upon  our  rights. 

The  ((.iiiiiiaiiding  officer  has  been  directed  to  yield  a  suitable  ]irotectiiin  to  our  commerce  with 
.'^liiyriia.  ami  otluT  phu'ps  on  tiie  borders  of  that  sea,  and  will,  with  his  usual  correctness  and  energy, 
(liscliar,i;-c  the  trust  e.iulided  to  him.  The  siinailnni  \\\\\  rendezvous  at  Mahon  for  the  winter,  the  Spanish 
^■(iveiiiiiieiit  ha\-in,i;-  --ranted  permission  to  de|insit.  there,  without  charge,  the  stores  necessary  for  its  use. 
X(i  |](isitive  exeitinii  i.l'  torce  has  been  re(iuired  U>  maintain  our  rights,  nor  has  any  incichnit,  calling  for 
partirular  mention,  oeeiiried,  in  preserving  the  disci|iliiie  and  healtli  of  the  s(|nadron.  The  whole  is  now 
in  a  state  which  merits  a)i|irol.ation. 

The  Cyaue  lately  ri'tiiriie.l  from  that  station,  and  is  about  to  iierform  a  short  cruise  on  the  coast  of 
South  .\iii('rica,  liovdVring  on  the  Atlantic,  having  in  view  the  i^cneral  int<'rests  of  oiu'  commerce,  and  a 
communication  with  the  public  a>^-ents  of  the  u'overnment  in  that  (luarter.  She  is  commanded  by  Captain 
Elliot. 

The  schooner  I'liriioise  will  sail  in  a  few  days,  to  join  tlie  squadron,  and  will  carry  orders  for  the 
frigate  Brandywine  to  letnin  to  the  bnited  States,  with  a  view  to  prepare  her  for  a  cruise  in  the  Pacific, 
to  relieve  the  Irigale  I'nited  .^lates,  in  thi^  course  of  the  coming  summer.  It  would,  probably,  be  better 
not  to  lessen  the  force  now  in  the  Meditenanean,  but  it  cannot  be  avoided,  unless  such  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  as  to  en.able  tlii'  I »e|iartnii  lit  to  put  .inothia-  frigate  or  ship  of  the  line  in  commission. 

Our  naval  force  in  the  I'acilie  still  ciuisists  of  the  frigate  United  States,  the  sloop  of  war  Peacock, 
and  the  schooner  l»ol|ihin,  mider  the  connnanti  of  ('a|itain  Hull.  Our  commerce,  in  that  ocean,  having 
suffered  severely  from  the  w.tr  between  Spain  and  South  America,  being  alternately  the  prey  of  those 
who  used  the  flag  of  both  parties,  a  deternnnation  was  formed  to  reconnnend  such  an  increase  of  our 
force  as  would  be  sullicient  to  command  respect,  and  security  for  our  interests,  on  every  part  of  the 
extensive  coasts  of  Chili  and  I'ern,  and  enable  the  coumianding  olhcer.  occ;isionally,  to  send  a  vessid  to 
cruise  along  the  coast  of  Mexico,  Calirornia,  and  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  ri\vr.  P.tit  this  addition 
is  not  cousidercil  imlispensably  ne,-essary  at  this  tim.'.  'Idle  war  in  Chili  and  I'.au  is  nearly  cl..sed,  and 
there  is  no  Spanish  naval  fo|-ce  on  the  water.  This  state  of  things  has  relieve.l  entir(dy  tVi.m  the  depre- 
dations of  one  party,  and  tais.ai  IVom  the  othi'r  all  those  excuses  which  are  usually  f.unil  under  the  claim 
of  belligerent  rights.  (.)in-  interests  and  commerce  are,  therefore,  comparatively  safe,  and  do  not  require 
a  larua'  auunientation  of  f  irce  to  protect  tlii'in.  ]'a|>ers,  marked  F,  are  co[iies  of  letters  from  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull. 

It  is  nevertheless  thought  jiroper  to  add  one  vessel,  a  sloop  of  war,  to  the  squadron;  and  when  the 
extent  of  the  coast,  and  the  islands  and  ocean,  and  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  our  commerce  upon 
them,  is  considered,  no  hesitation  is  felt  in  assuming  it  as  a  fact,  that  our  interests  require  at  least  four 
A-essels  for  thidr  protection,  even  in  a  state  of  peace  between  all  the  powers,  whose  rights  and  commerce 
extend  to  that  portion  of  the  globe.  It  is  proposed,  therefore,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer,  to 
send  another  sloop  of  war  to  the  Pacific,  and  also  to  relieve  the  frigate  United  States  by  a  vessel  of  the 
same  class. 

Orders  were  given,  on  the  24tli  May  last,  to  Connnodore  Hull,  to  visit,  at  a  conveident  and  projier 
time,  the  Society  and  Sandwich  Island.s,  f  >r  the  purjiose  of  l.iokin--  to  the  interests  nt'  our  navigators, 
and  to  endeavor  to  relieve  some  of  the  latter  islands  from  a  number  of  .Vmerican  seanam,  who,  having 
deserted,  have  given  great  annoyance  both  to  our  vessfds  ami  to  the  inhabitants.  It  is  hoped  he  will  be 
able  to  make  that  visit  before  he  returns  to  the  United  Statics,  and  that  it  will  have  a  salutary  elfect. 

The  distance  to  our  squadr(m  in  the  Pacific,  and  the  lenuth  and  uncertainty  <if  the  passages  around 
Cape  Horn,  render  it  extrenady  inconvenient  to  make  the  mn-cssary  conimnnicat'ions  between  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  coumianding  ollic(.>i'.  In  somi'  instances,  within  tlu.'  last  two  or  three  years,  it  has  been 
foitud  necessary  to  send  spi'cial  ssengers  f  .r  the  ]inrpose.  It  is  believed  that  a  regular  line  of  com- 
munication, throu.e-h  Panama  and  the  Isthmus,  maybe  established  at  small  expense,  so  as  to  furnish  a 
]ieriodical  conveyance  in  both  ilirections,  as  often  as  once  in  foui-  or  six  weeks.  It  is  wished  by  the 
l>eiiartnient  to  have  such  a  plan  in  operation  in  the  conise  of  the  ensuing  spring.  Should  the  wish  be 
gratilied,  great  l.i'nellt  will  residt  to  the  public  seivici',  ami  the  elf 'ct  on  the  nu'icantile  interests  of  the 
countrv  niay  be  estimated  by  tliosi>  who  best  uuder^^Iand  the  extent  of  our  commerce  in  the  Pacific,  and 
the  diliicultv  of  corresponding  with  Ciiimnerc  ial  agents  th.av 

Inconv'eniencies  having  been,  heretol.  ,re,  felt,  in  the  lisheries  U,  the  noith,  Jiarticnlarly  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundv,  and  on  the  coast  of '  Xewfouiidland,  it  was  thought  that  the  presence  of  a  public  vessel  might  be 
useful  there.     The  schooner  Porpoise,  ini.ha-  the  command  of  .Master  Connnaml.mt   I'arker,  was,  therefore, 

sent,  early  in  .lune;  and,  after  k'n\i 

55  deg.  O'min.  of  latitude,  returnd  to 
satisfactory,  and  the  cruise  beneliciai 
received,  was.  that  a  small  nnndiei-  ol 
arrival  of  the  l'orpois<',  mdiaiMl  away 
that  bay,  exclusive  of  all  other  iiatio'ns 
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The  estimates  for  the  ordinary  service  of  the  ensuing  year  will  he  found  in  papers  marked  K. 

SliDuld  any,  or  all  of  the  objects  recommended  in  this  report  find  favor  with  Congress,  additional 
appropriations^  to  a  small  amount,  will  be  required.  The  form  of  the  estimates  is  the  same  as  that  of 
last  year,  both  being  dictated  by  the  understandin.c,-  whicii  the  Department  has  of  the  wishes  nf  Con,ij,-ress 
(in  tlie  subject.  The  reasons  for  any  change  which  exists  in  the  uinouiit  df  any  nf  the  items,  will  bo 
found  in  this  report. 

One  of  the  most  serious  inconveniences  under  which  the  Dcpartnicnt  lalnu-s  in  the  aihninistration  of 
the  concerns  of  the  navy,  is  the  time  at  which  the  apprnprimion  Mils  aiv  passed  hy  < 'mi;^  icss.  They  are 
passed,  in  the  short  session,  late  in  February,  and,  in  the  Jou-  session,  M-enernlly  in  ,\l;iy,  so  flmt,  during 
a  period  of  from  one-fourth  to  a  third  of  the  year,  the  Department  is  left  with  funds  pre\icHisly  appropri- 
ated, and  must,  of  necessity,  permit  expenditures  not  yet  legalljr  authorized.  Another  evil  results:  It  is 
the  will  of  Congress  often  to  change  the. wording  and  character'bf  the  appropriation,  and,  after  tlie  hill 
is  passed,  it  is  a  mouth  or  six  weeks  before  the  instrMctions  under  the  new  appropriation  can  be  given 
to  and  acted  upon  hy  the  agents.  It  consequently  follows,  that,  for  nearly  one-half  of  the  year,  the 
Department  acts  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  law  iiniler  \\liieli  it  is  bound  to  act.  Expenditures  are  made, 
under  one  form,  when  they  ought  to  have  been  made  under  another.  The  law  is,  necessarily,  not  com- 
plied with,  because  it  is  passed  after  the  act  is  performed.  Infinite  confusion  is  created  in  settling  the 
accounts,  and  it  is  impossible  for  any  talent  or  any  industry  ever  to  have  them  rendered  and  settled,  in 
that  plain  and  sim|ile  manner  in  which  they  ought  always  to  be  exhibited,  and  in  which  they  must  be 
exhibited  if  any  etlieieiit  control  is  to  be  had  by  Congress  or  the  Department,  over  that  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice. The  ai-eouuting  ollicers  do  all  that  capacity  and  labor  can  accomplish,  but  they  cannot  settle  an 
account  according  to  the  forms  of  a  law  not  yet  in  existence;  nor  can  thej',  every  year,  alter  the  items, 
open  new  books,  meet  the  errors  resulting  fnim  this  cause,  in  iiccnunts  transmitted  from  a  distance,  and 
yet  settle  the  accounts  of  the  year  within  the  year.      A  remedy  might  be  found  in  two  circumstances: 

1st.  An  earlier  passage  of  the  apiir(i|iriatioii  bill,  o:-  by  nialcing  tlie  year  end  on  the  1st  April,  and 
always  |iassing  the  bills  before  that  day.  If  the  latter  mode  be  taken,  the  lirst  appropriation  should  be 
f(.ir  lil'teen  or  eighteen  months. 

2(1.  By  reducing  the  numlier  of  h(\ids,  under  wliicli  the  aiipropriation  for  the  service  is  made,  and 
continuing  those  heads  jiernianently. 

It  would  be  more  |iiacticiilile,  under  this  arrangement,  than  it  now  is,  to  make  the  investigation  and 
preserve  a  rigid  acconntaliility. 

The  appropriation,  so  far  as  the  contingent  is  concerned,  has  been,  within  the  two  last  years,  changed, 
and  the  sum  a])pr(.ipriated,  ordered  to  be  expended  only  on  the  contingencies  of  the  year  in  which  the 
bills  were  passed. 

Two  difficulties  have  arisen,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  mention: 

1st.  Much  of  the  year  had  expired  before  the  law  was  passed,  and  the  agents  and  [lursers  informed 
of  it;  they,  of  course,  had,  until  that  time,  paid  the  money  and  transmitted  the  accomits,  under  the  old 
fn-ms.  An  etfort  has  been  made  to  correct  this  unavoidable  error,  and  to  settle  the  accounts  by  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  law,  but  it  has  proved  very  ineffectual.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  retrace  the 
items,  and  place  them  under  their  proper  heads;  and,  where  money  has  been  paid,  on  debts  really  due  by 
the  government,  for  the  preceding  years,  it  could  not  be  recovered. 

In  the  second  place,  many  of  our  officers  are  on  foreign  strations,  and  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
scat  of  government  that  their  claims  in  preceding  years  could  not  be  transmitted  for  settlement,  until 
after  the  passage  of  the  existing  law,  and  therefore,  when  i)resciitc(l,  payment  was  denied  to  them.  The 
Department  had  no  right  to  use  the  appropriation  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  claims  which  originated 
before  the  begimnng  of  the  year. 

Yet  the  claims  were  just;  the  g(jvernment  owed  the  money;  the  debt  was  honestly  and  fairly  con- 
tracted under  the  law,  as  existing  and  known  to  the  Department  and  officer.  The  effect  on  the  service, 
and  the  individual,  has  been  severely  felt. 

Another  difficulty  which  has  been  encountered,  and  to  which  legislative  attention  will,  no  doubt,  be 
directed  at  no  distant  period,  is  that  of  procuring  and  enlisting  seamen.  Our  vessels  are  sometimes 
detained  by  it  an  inconvenient  length  of  time,  occasioning  much  additional  expense,  and  depriving-  us  of 
their  active  service  at  sea.  The  higher  wages,  and  stronger  inducements,  hehl  out  by  tlie  merchant  ser- 
vice, and  the  temptations  presented  by  other  governments,  are  the  active  causes  which  produce  this  state 
of  things,  at  this  time. 

The  Department  has  endeavored  to  escape  the  evil  by  such  arrangements,  as,  being  within  its  power, 
promised  to  have  most  effect.  Among  them,  is  that  of  placing-,  at  each  of  the  principal  recruiting 
stations,  a  vessel  not  calculated  for  the  sea,  but  fitted  up  with  the  same  comfort,  and  officered  and  gov- 
erned in  the  same  way  as  if  in  actual  commission,  to  which  the  recruit  can  be  sent,  and  there  kept,  until 
he  can  lie  transferred  to  the  vessel  in  which  he  is  to  sail.  One  or  two  have  already  been  prepared  for 
the  jinrpose,  and  others  will  be,  without  delay.  This  arrangement  is  still  matter  of  experiment,  and  the 
elTcct  may  not  prove  beneficial.  The  benefits  promised  are,  that  the  seamen,  assured  of  immediate  com- 
fort, will  moK-  readily  enlist;  their  health  will  be  promoted,  and  the  dis  ines  coutiacted  on  shore  removed; 
they  will  be  disciplined  and  trained,  so  as  to  be,  at  once,  useful;  fewer  desi  itions  will  take  place;  they 
can  lie  eiiiployeil  in  the  yards,  should  circumstances  call  for  it;  and  our  vessels,  when  they  arrive,  and 
discharge  those  whose  service  has  expired,  be  Mgain  inanned,  without  delay.  But  the  arrangements  of 
the  Department,  however  useful,  must  be  conipar;iti vcly  iiu  llicient  to  remove  the  evils  suggested.  The 
remedy  rests  with  tlie  power  which  can  establish  permanent  regnlati(3ns,  which  will  tend  bo'th  to  increase 
the  nunilier  of  seamen,  and  bind  them  more  permanently  to  our  public  service.  This  object  will  be  found, 
in  the  iirogress  of  our  naval  history,  to  be  of  high  importance.  Our  naval  power,  in  all  other  resiiects, 
has  its  limits  only  in  the  will  of  the  nation.  Our  free  institutions  interpose  a  barrier  to  a  conqmlsory 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  our  seamen,  and  a  system  must  be  devised  which  will  ensure  voluntary 
enlistments  sufficient  to  meet  our  increasing  wants.  Two  of  the  features  of  this  system  will  probably 
be,  to  admit  more  boys,  in  the  character  of  apprentices,  and  enlist  robust  and  healthy  landsmen,  in  the 
interior,  who  will  soon  ac(|uire  the  habits  and  skill  of  seamen,  and  form  a  most  valuable  portiou'of  our 
force. 

Other  difficulties  have  arisen,  from  the  present  dis]iositioii  of  the  building  arrangements  at  our  vards. 
They  have,  heretofore,  been  improved  by  temporary  expedients,  and  the  buildings  erected  and  arranged 
with  reference  only  to  existing  necessities,  and  without  regard  to  the  future  and  growing  wants  of  our 
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navy.  Many  ami  scriims  evils  have  resulted;  much  public  money  has  lieen  unnecessarily  expended;  many 
losses  sustaini'd  l.y  tlie  change,  removal,  and  alteration  of  the  several  iTcctions;  tiuilier  exposeil  td  decay; 
stores  requiring-  imiiieiise  labor  to  deposit  and  preserve  them;  a  imi.  li  lai-er  nniidier  ni'  liauds  reijuired  to 
perform  the  worli;  unpleasant,  and  senietinies  injurious  delays  in  lillin.u'  on  I  <  mi- vessels.  It  is  a  mortifying 
fact,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  truth,  tiiat  ime-third  of  the  niun.  y  expended  at  our  yards,  has  been  lost 
from  this  cause.  The  remedy  is  nianilest,  and  it  is  eaniestly  Impe.l  that  means  maybe  provided  to  apply 
it.  A  commission  of  prudent  and  intelli,>;-ent  nflicers  slmuld  he  selected,  to  examine  minutely  and  carefully 
all  our  navy  yards,  and  to  make  a  plan  tor  each,  suited  to  its  location,  and  the  future  wants  of  the  service 
at  it;  prescribing  the  buildin-s  whicii  will  be  required,  and  the  location  and  character  of  each  building, 
together  with  such  improvements  in  the  ground  and  form  of  the  yard  as  will  be  most  beneficial.  This 
plan,  after  being  submitted  to  the  Department,  and  amended  if  necessary,  and  approved,  should  be  the 
guide  in  all  future  expenditures.  The  expense  of  making  such  a  plan,  and  erecting  the  buildings  neces- 
sary to  execute  it,  would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  increase  the  present  expense  of  our  naval 
establishment;  but  the  future  saving  to  the  nation.  Iiy  adopting  and  pursuing  it  rigidly,  may  be  counted 
by  hundreds  of  thousands,  perhaiis  by  millions  of  ilollars;  and  the  promptitude  which  would  be  created 
by  it  in  all  our  works,  and  especially  in  the  lilting  out  of  our  vessels,  be  felt  in  the  efficiency  of  every 
part  of  the  service.  A  board  of  olhi-eis  could  lonn  such  a  plan,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Department  in  the 
course  of  one  season,  and  would  he  estahlished;  Imt  it  will  demand  some  expenditure  of  money,  and  the 
present  form  of  the  appropriation  fnrliids  it;  and,  as  it  must  be  completed  by  legislative  aid,  it  is  now 
proposed  to  you,  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  that  if  approved,  it  may  be  adopted. 

An  allowance  book  for  all  the  wants  of  each  vessel  of  the  several  classes,  has  been  prepared  with 
great  care,  by  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and  approved  by  the  Department;  a  copy  of  which  will 
be  sent  to  each  of  the  yards,  and  be  the  invariable  guide  in  preparing  our  vessels  for  sea.  If  to  this  were 
added,  a  proper  arrangemant  of  the  buildings,  materials,  and  stores,  in  the  yard,  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  time  now  spent  in  port,  would  be  required,  and  our  vessels  be  able  to  render  much  more  service  at 
sea.  Statement,  marked  E,  in  pa])er  K,  shows  the  jirogress  made  under  the  law  fir  the  gradual  increase 
of  the  navy. 

The  annexed  letter  to  the  Commissioneis  of  the  Navy,  marked  L,  and  their  report,  marked  F,  in 
paper  K,  will  show  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  executing  the  law,  passed  on  the  3d  March  last, 
"to  authorize  the  building  of  ten  sloops  of  war,  and  for  other  |iui  poses."  It  will  be  perceived,  that 
orders  were  issued  to  the  respective  commandants  at  Portsmouth,  I'hihidelijhia,  Washington,  and  Gosport, 
for  the  construction  of  one  sloop  of  war  at  each  of  the  yards  under  their  cominaiid;  ami,  also,  to  the 
commandants  at  Charlestown  and  Brooklyn,  to  make  arrangements  to  commence,  i lediati  ly,  the  con- 
struction of  three  sloops  of  war  at  each  of  those  yards.  Three  of  the  ton  sloops  will  be  lanneiied  within 
the  present  year,  two  at  Charlestown,  and  one  at  Brooklyn,  one  of  those  at  Charlestown  will  be  ready  for 
sea  befoi-e  tile  llrst  January  next. 

Coiitrai-ls  lot-  the  timber  and  other  materials,  for  all  the  sloops  authorized  by  law,  have  been  made 
upon  terms  favorable  to  the  govcrmnent,  to  be  delivered  at  the  several  |ilaces  of  building,  witln'n  the 
ensuing  year:  in  which  time,  it  is  believed,  the  entire  number  may  be  afloat,  should  Cmgiiss  {\\uik  proper 
to  make  the  appropriation  for  that  jturpose.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  estimate  loi-  building  these 
vessels  was  $850,000,  and  that  $.300,000  only  were  appropriated  l>y  the  law  auilioii/,ing  their  construc- 
tion. The  remaining  $360,000  will  be  necessary  beloi<>  they  can  lie  complete(l.  The  Department  was 
urged  to  build  some  of  these  vessels  by  contract,  with  a  view  to  occasion  a  portion  of  the  <'xpeiiditure  at 
places  other  than  our  navy  yards.  But  as  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Deparlmeni,  except  the  expenses  of 
building,  are  made  l.y  pulilic  eondact,  and  thus  (Mpnally  open  to  all  parts  of  the  Inion,  this  consideiation 
was  believed  to  be  of  inferior  moment,  and  other  reasons  seemed  to  rendi^r  it  both  inexpeilient  and  ilh'gal. 
If  built  anywhere  but  in  our  public  yards,  it  must  have  been  by  contract,  or  by  the  establishment  of 
temporary  yards.  Building  by  contract  has  been  abamloned,  as  inexpedient  and  expensive,  for  many 
years  past.'^and  ought  not  t(j  be  resumed  but  by  the  express  direction  of  Congress.  This  direction  has 
been,  more  than  once,  attempted,  and  always  refused,  thus  indicating  strongly  the  legislative  opinion  on 
the  subject.  The  law  itself,  is  in  the  same  form  as  that  for  the  gradual  incri'ase  of  the  navy,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  to  be  presumed,  that  Congress  meant  it  to  be  executi'd  in  the  same  mode.  In  adilition  to  which, 
the  appropriation  was  for  a  part  only  of  the  cost:  and  if  contracts  for  cinji/iliiinr/  Ihr  irlinic,  had  been 
niadi',  a  refusal  by  Congress  to  provide  the  means,  at  the  time  re(piired  by  the  contracts,  would  have 
ereateil  serious  iiicoii\cnience  to  liotli  parties. 

The  other  mode,  of  establishing   temporary  yanls  for  the  i.ur|H.se,  collecting  ollicers,  materials,  and 
machinery,  and  disiiosing  of  them  when  the  work  was  eompleleil,  was  surrounded  by  so  many  objections, 
both  as  to  convenience  ai  ' 
therefore,  that  the  jiroper 
in  the  usual  mode,  and  the  buildi: 

Under  the  authority  given 
the  public  vessels  upon  Lakes 
and  Chipj.ewa.  at  Sackett's  Ha 
prop,.rty  at  tlios,-  phn-.-s  has  al 
Atlanti<-,  and  the  stations  will  1 
officer  and  one  or  two  men  at  ca 
dient  to  remove.  For  the  expen 
session  of  Congress,  the  estimat 
the  lakes  was  passed,  or  the  din 
the  contingent  funtl  to  an  unex)) 
of  the  present  year.  It  is.  how 
those  stations,  and  will  avoid  th 
aninnillv  ab,,ut  .-^-J.-., 0(1(1.      (See  s 

In'thislirsI    ; ual    ren,,rl 


iomv,  as    permitted    n, 
tion'  ..f  the  law  re.piir, 

hesitation   in  i-ejecting   it.     It  was  not  doubted, 
1  that  the  contracts  for  materials   should  be  made 

ing  be  done  at  our  pid 
by  the  second   sectioi 
Erie,  Ontario,  ai'd   ('In 
rbor,  an.l    the  scliooiiei 

i.-  vards. 

..r'this   law,  sale   has    been    made  ..f  the  whole  „f 
mplain,  exci'pt    the  shi|is  of  the  line  New  Orleans 
Client    at   Erie.     Almost   the  whole  (_)f  the  public 

so    l.e.m   sold    or  .u'de 

■ed    to   be   transported   t.i    the   navy  yards   on  tiie 
s    those  orders    can    be  executed,  leaving  only  an 

ch,  in  lo.,k  after   such  ] 

iidp(utv  as  it    mav  bi'  found    impossible  (U'  inexpe- 

se  attending  tlles,.,,pe 

ations,  no  appropriation  was  maile  during  the  last 

es    having    been  pre.sei 

tc.l    1m  lore  the  law  \\<V    the  sal,'  of   the    vi'ss.ds    (m 

■ction   given    lor  the  r( 

nioval  of   the   stores.       It    has  therefore  diminished 

■ever    a  temporarv  exi 

mse,  and   less   than    is  iv.piire.l   for  the  support  <if 

e  necessity  of   imdiing 

estimates  for  them,  after  the  present  year,  saving 

to  von,   1    would    respe 

■Ifnllv  call   vour  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  ser- 

l.uencv.  and  ec mv. 

>r  and'  to  Con-ress.      '1 

These  matters  havi'  ln'cn  ju'esi'iited  and  urged  by 
1  repi'at  my  \  lews  on  them  would    be  superfluous; 
ilarlv   those  which   are  dat.d   -iUli  January,  1824, 

1825.] 
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ro^■lllations,  and  without  a  naval  school,  tardy  amendments  may  be  made  in  the  naval  service,  and  in  its 
adTiiinistrat'ion,  but  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  speedy,  useful,  and  very  practical  changes.  The  power  of 
the  Department  is  unequal  to  such  objects.  Even  the  exercise  of  the  power  properly  belonging  to  it, 
wifhiiut  li'u'if^hitivc  aid  in  other  rospci-ts.  would  prndnce  unpleasant  excitement  and  complaints.  With 
the  aid  wlm-h  I'as  Ixcii  hcnloi'me  niiiirstly  eiii  rcatcd  IVoni  ( 'oii.nTess,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  a 
sy.sten]  niuir  prompt,  nunc  elliciriit,  and  iii.nv  croiu .niical,  r.iulil  leadily  be  introduced. 

The  experience  ol   the  present  year  lias  eonhnned,  nio«t  strongly,  the  views  taken  on  all  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  reports  to  whicli  1  refer  you. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


A. 

ij.s/  of  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  navy  in  c-ommission,  and  their  slaiions. 

Name.  Rate.                Station. 

Xorth  Carolina 14  jNfediterranean. 

Brandywine 44  ]yiediterranean. 

Constitution 44  ilediterranean. 

United  States 44  racific. 

Constellation 36  "\\'est  Indies. 

Cyane 24  diast  (if  Brazil. 

John  Adams 24  AVest  Indies. 

Erie IS  Mediterranean. 

Ontario IS  ^Mediterranean. 

Peacock 18  Pacific. 

Hornet 18  West  Indies, 

Boston 18  AVilllio  put  in  commission  early  next  year. 

Spark,  brig 12  West  Indies. 

Porpoise,  schooner 12  Jlediterranean. 

Grampus,  schooner 12  West  Indies. 

Shark,  schooner 12  AVest  Indies. 

Dolphin,  schooner 12  Pucitic. 

Fox,  schooner 3  A\'cst  Indies. 

Decoy,  storeship (5  A\'est  Indies. 

Barges AVest  Indies. 


Thompson's  Island,  February  15,  1825. 

Sir:  I  regret  very  much  that  my  first  official  report  sliould  be  of  an  unpleasant  nature. 

The  United  States  schooner  Ferret,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Bell,  was  unfortunately 
lost  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  between  Matanzas  and  Havana,  on  Ihr  aldT n  of  the  4th  inst. 

The  letter  of  her  commander,  (which  will  be  communicated  to  you  liy  Commodore  Porter  )  giving  a 
clear  and  concise  account  of  this  untoward  occurrence,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything 
on  the  subject. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  to  find  the  loss  of  human  life  is  but  small,  and  unmarked  by  the  death  of  any 
officer,  although  the  crew  were  twenty  hours  on  the  wrei-k  in  a  liigli  sea,  without  food  or  Avater.  Five 
sailors  only,  (whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  list  ai  roiii|)aiiyinn-  Lieutenant  Bell's  letter,)  were 
drowned.  The  active  exertions  of  Lieutenant  Coniniandaiit  ACKccvcr  of  the  Sea  Gull,  and  of  actino- 
Sailing  Master  Porter,  (who  had  been  dispatched  in  a  small  vessel  to  Cuba,)  rescued  the  remainder  from 
impending  death,  when  hope  was  nearly  destroyed. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  L.  AA^ARRINGTON. 

Hon.  Samuel  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Gau.iot  Sea  Gull,  ilatanzas,  March  10,  1825. 

Sir:  Since  the  departure  of  the  John  Adams,  nothim;-  material  has  occurred  on  this  station.  No 
piracies  have  been  committed  for  several  months  ]iast,  nor  have  we  the  least  intelligence  that  should 
induce  us  to  believe  there  are  any  preparations  making  at  the  present  moment,  for  their  commission. 
The  Sea  Gull  was  sent  up  to  the  eastward  a  few  days  since,  with  orders  to  search  a  particular  part  of 
the  coast  vei'y  carefully,  which  duty  she  performed,  and  returned  without  seeing  or  hearing  anything 
that  could  excite  suspicion. 

The  presence  of  one  or  more  of  the  small  vessels  constantly  at  and  off  this  harbor,  is,  however  the 
cause  of  their  inactivity. 

I  am  fearful  that  the  barge  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pearson  of  the  John  Adams,  which  was  miss- 
ing at  the  time  tiiat  ship  sailed,  is  lost;  as  we  have  not  heard  of  her,  since  the  10th  of  February. 

Tiie  following  is  tiu^  present  distribution  of  the  squadron: 

The  Hornet,  Cajitain  Kennedy,  cruising  on  the  south  side  of  this  island. 

The  Porpoise,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Skinner,  cruising  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Grampus,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Sloat,  cruising  off  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas. 
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The  Sea  Gull,  Lieutenant  Comnuuidant  ;MeKocvci-,  and  Terrier,  Lieutenant  Paine,  statiDucd  off  this 
place  for  the  protection  of  the  coiiniieree  nf  this  port. 

The  Shark,  Lieutenant  Connaumhint  (JaUa-lier,  stationed  at  Havana  lor  tlie  same  purpose. 
Tlie  Decoy,  Lieutenant  Comnuuidant  Mix,  at  Thompson's  Lsland  awaiting  orders. 
1  am,  very  resijectfully,  &c. 

L.  WARRINGTON. 
The  lion.  S,\MUEL  L.  South.\kd,  Secretary  if  the  Navy. 


U.   S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Thoma.-<,  March  12,  182.5. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  that,  having-  learned  that 
several  vessels  had  been  robbed  by  pirates,  near  Fasardo,  and  that  two  sloops  of  this  place,  and  one  of 
Santa  Cruz,  had  been  taken  by  them,  and  two  of  them  were  equipped  and  cruising  as  pirates,  I  obtained 
two  small  sloops  at  this  place,  free  of  expense,  by  the  very  cordial  cti-operation  of  liis  excelleuey  Gover- 
nor Von  Sholtens,  of  St.  Thomas,  who  promptly  ..rdcriMl  Ihr  nr.cssary  doniiiionts  lo  lie  issued,  and 
imposed  a  temporary  embargo,  to  prevent  tlie  transmi.-sion  of  intelligcuec  to  tlie  pirates,  wliieli  sloops  I 
maimed  and  armed,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  Fendergrast  and  Wilson,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  all  the  small  harbors  of  Crab  Island,  and  the  south  coast  of  Porto  Rico.  We  sailed  on  the 
lirst  of  .March,  and  examined  every  place  as  far  to  the  westward  as  Ponce,  without  success,  although  we 
•■■ot  frequent  information  of  them.  We  anchored  at  Ponco  on  the  evening  of  tlie  3d,  and  took  our  men 
and  (ifticers  on  board;  the  next  morning  at  10  o'clock  a  sloop  was  seen  off  the  harbor,  beating  to  the  east- 
ward, which  was  very  confidently  supposed  to  be  one  of  tiiose  litteil  out  by  the  pirates.  I  again  got  one 
of  tiie  sloops  and  manned  her,  under  the  commaiid  of  LioiUenant  Pendergarst,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Lieutenant  Magruder,  Doctor  Biddle,  and  Midsliipman  Stones,  with  twenty-three  men,  who  sailed  in 
pursuit.  The  liext  day,  at  3  o'clock,  they  had  tlie  good  roitmie  to  fall  in  with  her  in  the  harbor  of  "Boca 
del  Inferiiii,"  which  isvery  large,  and  has  many  hiding  places,  where  an  action  commenced  that  lasted 
forlv-live  niiiiut<'s,  wlim  tin-  piiates  ran  their  sloop  on  shore  and  jumped  overboard;  two  of  them  were 
found  killed,  and  ten  ol'  those  which  escaped  to  the  shore  were  taken  by  the  Spanish  soldiers,  live  or  six 
of  whom  were  wounded,  and  amongst  tiiem  the  famous  piratical  chief  Cofrecinas,  who  has  long  been 
the  terror  of  the  coast,  and  the  rallying  point  of  the  pirates  in  this  vicinity.  As  near  as  we  can  ascer- 
tain, he  had  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  on  board,  and  was  armed  with  one  four-pounder,  and  muskets,  pistols, 
cutlasses,  and  knives,  for  his  men. 

The  sloop  was  got  off,  and  arrived  safe  with  our  tender  at  this  place  last  evening,  and  I  am  happy 
to  add,  that  none  of  our  people  received  any  injury,  and  all  have  returned  in  good  health,  notwithstand- 
ing their  exposure  to  the  sun  and  rain  for  eleven  days,  without  the  iiossibility  of  getting  below.  I  have 
mneh  pleasure  in  stating  to  you,  that  I  received  every  assistanee  I'ldm  the  authorities  of  Ponce,  whilst 
there,  and  that  they  showed  every  desire  to  promote  the  siieei'ss  (..f  the  expedition.  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  them  to  Lieuti.'iiaiit  Peiidergiast,  iliaiiking  him,  and  the  other 
officers  and  men,  for  the  service  rendered  the  country  in  the  capture  of  tiie  pirate. 

The  success  of  the  enterjnise,  against  skillful  and  cunning  adversaries,  is  the  best  proof  I  can  offer 
you  of  the  good  conduct  ol'  the  ollieers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  and  renders  supertiuous  any  eulogium 
from  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


To  the  Hon.  Samuicl  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Wa^hinyton. 


JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 


To  Lieutenant  renJenjra>:t.  the  i,ffi<-er^  and  creie  of  the  doop  Dolphin,  now  in  the  service, f  the  U.  Scf  America: 

The  aleade  of  Police,  Don  .lose  Torres,  and  the  military  c inandant.  Colomd  Don  Tomas  Keiiovales, 

request  me  to  say  to  yoii,  that,  in  the  name  of  the  governor  of  this  island,  and  oftlie  Spanish  nation,  ihey 
present  you  their  thanks  for  the  importaut  service  you  have  rendered  tlieni  in  capturing  the  piiatieal  ves- 

it  of  your  gallant  and  successful  expedition,  and 
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ill',  and  regret  that  your  slmrt   stay  deprives 

the  pirates  who  swam  to  the  shore  after  you 

.  vour  friend  and  servant, 

JaMES  J.  ATKINSON. 


Ponce,    March  (1,  182.5 


rxiTEi.  States  SntuoxEi;  (  Iramits,  St.  Thoma.".  March  19,  1825. 
Sir:  On  the  12th  of  this  month.  1  had  the  honor  to  rep.nt  the  capture  of  a,  piratical  vess(4  on  the  south 
side  of  Porto  Rico,  by  an  expe.|iii,ai  lilted  out  from  this  vessel,  and  her  safe  arrival  at  this  place;  also,  my 
having  given  her  over  to  the  governor,  to  he  relumed  to  her  I'ornier  owner,  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Thomas. 
I  subsequentlv  learned,  that  the  pirates  who  swam  on  shore  had  been  taken  and  sent  to  the  city  of  St, 
John's,  the  seat  of  gnvermneiit  of  I'orto  [{ieo,  at  which  place  I  call  ■.!  to  offer  our  testimony  against  them. 
Enclosure  No.  1  is  mv  letter  to   the  captain  general.      No.  2  his  reply,   which  I  have   forwarded   for  the 
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information  of  the  Department.     Our  testimony  was  not  required,  as  they  have  confessed  sufficient  to  con- 
vict them. 

The  capture  of  this  vessel,  I  iind,  is  considered  of  much  more  importance,  by  the  governments  of  Porto 
Rico,  St.  Croix,  and  St.  Thomas,  than  I  had  any  idea  of,  as  the  loader,  Cnfrorinas,  has  for  years  been  the 
terror  of  this  vicinity,  and  his  career  has  been  marked  by  the  most  hmiililc  iininli'rs  and  piracies;  and,  fur 
some  time,  a  large  reward  has  been  otiered  by  the  guvernincnt  (if  i'orto  lUvn  for  his  head.  AUh(jug'h 
wounded  when  he  got  on  shore,  he  would  not  surrender  until  he  received  the  contents  of  a  blunderbuss, 
which  sliattered  his  left  arm,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  ground  with  the  but  of  it. 

I  have  seen  hiin  in  jtrison,  and  he  declares  that  he  has  not  robbed  any  American  vessel  for  the  last 
eighteen  months,  only,  however,  for  want  of  an  opportunity.  Several  persons  on  shore,  heretofore  con- 
sidered n-siHH-table,  ha\c  lieeu  arrested  as  accoiii[iliees  of  the  ,i;'ang.  Six  of  them  were  brought  to  St. 
John's  and  e.niniiitted  to  juisoii  whilst  I  was  tliere.  'I'iie  captain  general  has  promised  me  that  tliese  des- 
peradoes shall  have  .suiimiary  justice;  that  he  will  not  wait  for  the  civil  court,  but  will  order  a  court-mar- 
tial immediately,  to  try  them. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  you,  that  the  captain  general  appears  to  have  every  disposition  to 
prevent  all  piracies  from  the  coast  of  Porto  Rico,  and  to  co-operate  with  me  by  all  the  means  in  his  power ; 
and  for  which  purpose  he  gave  me  a  circular  letter  to  all  civil  and  military  officers  on  the  coast,  requir- 
ing them  to  give  me  every  assistance  and  information  in  their  power,  whenever  the  Grampus  or  her  boats 
may  make  their  appearance  on  the  coast,  or  in  any  of  the  harbors  of  the  island;  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 
No.  3. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  note  from  me  to  the  Governor  (Von  Sholton,)  of  St.  Thomas, 
No.  4,  requesting  him  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  receive  the  sloop,  and  to  have  her  restored  to  her 
original  owner,  and  his  reply.  No.  5.  Also,  a  letter  from  J.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq.,  in  hehalf  of  the  alcalde 
and  military  commandant  of  Ponce,  No.  6.  When  I  left  St.  John's,  the  fiscal  was  taking  the  declaration 
of  Cofrecinas,  and  the  captain  general  promised  me  a  copy  of  it,  but  having  a  large  convoy  to  take  to  sea 
on  Sunday  (to-morrow)  from  this  place,  I  could  not  wait  for  it;  it  will  be  sent  to  me  in  a  few  days,  when 
I  shall  send  it  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  government,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  throw  much  light 
on  the  subject  of  piracies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 


To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


(No.  1.) 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  S(.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  March  14,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  imform  your  excellency  that  I  have  arrived  in  this  harbor  with  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Grampus,  under  my  command;  tlio  object  of  my  visit,  at  this  time,  is  to  inform  your  excellency 
that  a  small  sloop,  a  tender  to  this  vessi'I,  met  with  a  piratical  sloop  in  the  harbor  of  "  Boca  del  Inferno," 
under  the  command  of  the  famous  |iiiatical  chief  ( 'otVecinas,  on  the  5th  day  of  the  present  mouth,  and, 
after  a  desperate  resistance,  drove  her  on  shore;  tlie  pirates  that  Avore  not  killed  jumped  overboard,  and 
got  on  shore,  where  ten  of  them,  I  understand,  have  been  taken  by  ihe  Iroops  in  that  \icinity,  and  sent 
to  this  place.  Should  your  excellency  consider  the  testimony  of  the  ollicers  of  thc>  (;iam|Mis  at  all  neces- 
sary in  bringing  those  enemies  of  mankind  to  justice,  it  will  be  cheerfully  all'orded.  The  sloop  I  took  to 
St.  Thomas,  and  gave  her  to  her  former  owner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 
His  excellency  S,  D.  Miguel  de  la  Torre,  Capt.  Gen.  of  the  Mand  of  Porto  Rico. 


(No.  2.) 

[Translation.] 

Government  and  Caitain  Generalship  op  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  ) 
Puerto  Rico,  March  17,  1825.  f 

I  have  received  the  ofBcial  letter  which  yon  were  pleased  to  direct  to  me,  under  date  of  14th  ult.,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  object  of  your  visit  to  this  |m>i|,  and  .ilfering,  if  necessary,  the  <leehirali.ins  of  your  omcers 
and  crew  (who  fought  with  so  much  braveiy  against  the  pirates  in  the  "Boca  (hd  Inferno,"  )_in  case  they 
should  be  found  necessary  for  the  conviction  of  tliese  criminals,  in  the  process  institute(l  against  them  by 
this  captain  generalship.  I  return  you  my  most  grateful  thanks,  as  well  for  this  otfer,  as  for  the  effectual 
assistance  you  have  rendered  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  these  wicked  wictches,  of  which  good  service 
I  was  already  informed,  by  the  military  commandant  and  other  authorit  ies  of  i'once.  Be  pleased  to  accept 
the  tender  of  my  acknowledgments,  and  also  be  the  organ  of  communicatim;-  them  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  under  your  command,  for  their  co-operation,  which  confeis  so  much  honor  on  the 
navy  of  the  United  States;  and  as  regards  their  declaration,  (considering  that  the  pirates  do  not  deny  the 
principal  facts,  and  that  they  have  already  convicted  themselves,)  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  put  them 
to  the  inconvenience  you  were  pleased  to  offer,  and  which  goodness  would  have  been  accepted,  had  it 
been  found  necessary.  This  captain  generalship,  in  renewing  to  you  its  acknowledgments,  flatters  itself 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  continue  your  good  services  in  the  pursuit  of  this  scourge  of  humanity,  that, 
in  case  there  should  still  be  any  remaining,  they  may  be  brought  to  suffer  the  condign  imnishment  which 
their  captured  comrades  will  not  fail  to  receive.  To  effect  this  the  most  energci  ic  orders  have  been 
issued,   that   all    the    authorities    of  the    coast    should    hold    themselves    unanimously    in    readiness    to 

VOL.  II 14  K 


106  NAVAL    AFFAIES.  [No.  268. 

co-operate  with  yuu,  in  the  most  efficacious  rniinner,  inr  the  attainiiiont  (iT  this  rcsiilt.  Accept,  Senor 
Commandant,  tlie  assui'ance  of  my  respect,  ami  of  the  consideratidu  with  \\hicli  1  pray  God  to  preserve 
you  many  years, 


MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRES. 


To  the  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus^,  in  the  hay. 


(Xo.  3.) 
[Translation.] 

Puerto  Rico,  March  16,  1825. 

The  captain  of  tlie  U.  S.  American  slmoncr  (Jrampus,  (IJent.  Jolm  D.  Sloat, )  goes  in  pursuit  of 
pirates,  fur  whicli  purpose  he  will  visit  all  the  purts,  harbors,  roa<ls,  and  anch(ira.n-es,  which  he  may  find 
convenient;  in  c<insei|uence,  y^u  will  i^'wr  him  all  the  necessary  aid  and  nuticc  fir  dis<-(ivcvin.u-  them,  and 
in  case  (if  meetinj;- with  them,  the  authorities  ol' llie  coast,  both  civil  and  luilitary,  will  juiu  llieiusulvcs 
unanimously  with  the  said  commandant  to  pursue  them  by  land  while  he  ihies  tlir  same  by  sea;  and  in 
case  any  of  tliese  wicked  wretches  should  seek  refuge  in  the  territory  of  any  part  of  the  island,  they  will 
pursue  them  briskly  until  they  have  possessed  themselves  of  their  persons.  The  government  expects, 
from  the  known  zeal  of  the  authorities  referred  to,  that  they  will  display  the  greatest  activity,  efficacy, 
and  energy,  in  this  important  service,  assuring  each  in  particular  of  the  lively  interest  which  it  feels  for 
the  total  extermination  of  such  vile  rabble,  the  disgrace  of  humanity.  Those  who  shall  distinguish  them- 
selves, in  the  opinion  of  the  government,  will  be  reported  to  his  Majesty,  giving  to  each  one  justice, 
according  to  his  merits. 

God  guard  you  many  years. 

MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRES. 

To  the  MiLiTAKY  CoMMANDAKTs  OK  THE  QUARTERS,  RoYAL  ALCALDES,  and  otlwr  civil  oud  military  authorities 
and  J'uiivtionaries  of  the  coad  of  this  Idand. 


(No.   4.) 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Thomas,  March  12,  1825.— 8  A.  M. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  that  arrived  in  this  port,  that  the  piratical 
vessel  whicli  the  Danish  man-of-war  and  myself  had  for  some  time  been  in  search  of,  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  Crab  Island,  and  had  captured  and  plundered  several  small  vessels  belonging  to  this  place,  and  no 
Danish  man-of-war  being  at  the  moment  in  port,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  request  of  your  excellency  per- 
mission for  the  three  Danish  sloops','  (whose  captains  had  volunteered  their  services)  to  assist  me  in 
pursuit  of  her.  Your  excellency  immediately  granted  the  rec[uest,  on  the  sole  condition  that  I  should 
pledge  myself  as  an  officer  and  gentleman  that  the  vessels  should  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than 
searching  for  pirates.  lean  assure  your  cxcidlcncy  that  they  have  been  used  by  me  for  no  other;  the 
sloop  which  arrived  this  morning  is  the  hist  i.^i  the  three  whii'h  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Pendrrgrast,  who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with,  and  capture  the  piratical  vessel  we  have  been  so 
long  in  search  of,  commanded  by  the  famous  chief  Cofrecinas,  who  is  badly  wounded:  the  most  of  his  crew 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  survivors  are  all,  I  believe,  now  prisoners  in  Porto  Rico,  where  the  gov- 
ernment afforded  every  assistance  to  the  expedition  whilst  on  that  coast,  and  in  capturing  those  that 
swam  on  shore.  I  herewith  return  your  excellency  the  documents  placed  by  you  in  ray  hands,  to  be  used 
by  the  sloops  engaged  in  the  expedition.  I  cannot  forbear  to  recommend  to  your  excellency,  Captain 
Perrelty,  master  and  owner  of  the  Danish  slooj)  Doliihiu,  who  rendered  great  assistance  by  his  knowledge 
of  the  coast,  and  his  good  eonduet  during  the  cruise,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  par- 
ticular notice. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  restoring  to  the  rightful  owner  the  sloop  captured  from  the  jiirates,  and 
request  j-our  excellency  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  have  her  ihdiwred  to  him.  1  also  enclose  several 
sets  of  Danish  papers,  taken  on  board  the  piratical  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  respeet, 

Y(.iur  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  his  excellency  Governor  Von  Sciiolten,  of  St.  TJtoma.-i,  St.  Joint's,  ((;c.,  dv. 


(No.   5.) 

GovEUNMEXT  House,  St.  Thomas,  March  12,  182.5. 
Sir:   T  have  the  honor  to  a<-kuowledge  the  receipt  of  your   letter  of  this   instant,  and  am  extremely 
happy  at   the  sueeesslul  result  of  the  expedition. 

I  shall  taken  jileasure  to  l;iy  your  coiiunuiiicat  joii  l.i.fore  my  governiueiit,  and  beg  you  will  be 
assured  how  mueh  the  eoininuiiily,  and  I,  led  obliged  to  you  I'or  the  assistance  y<iu,  on  every  occasion, 
SO  readily  all'ord  this  ishiud. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  SCllOLTEN. 
To  Lieutenant  Commandant,  Slo.\t,  commanding  (he  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 
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(No.  6.) 

Ponce,  3Tarch  12,  1825. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you  the  agreeable  information  (at  the  request  of 
Colonel  Rcnovalw)  that  the  chief  of  the  pirate  you  saw  passing  in  front  of  the  port,  and  in  pursuit  of 
whom  you  despatch(Ml  the  oxpi^ditions,  under  the  coniiiiand  of  Lieutenant  Pendergrast,  has  been  captured, 
with  t'welve  of  his  iissnci.itcs,  on  shore,  near  (liiayaiiui,  all  desperately,  if  not  mortally  wounded,  par- 
ticularly the  leader,  Cofici  iiias;  who  landed  woniidcil,  and  then  fought  Captain  Marcanos  until  he  had 
three  hnllot  and  tw.i  saluc  w.nnids;  he  cannot  survive. 

Th<'  coiiiniainlaiit  and  alcalde  present  you  their  sincere  and  warm  thanks  for  the  service  and  aid  you 
have  rciidcicd  iliis  plaii'   in   i  a|iluring  this  pirate,  and  wish  to  be   remembered  to  yourself.  Lieutenant 
Peuderyrast,  and  the  utliei'  olhrers  of  your  expedition.     They  wish  soon  again  to  see  you,  and  hope  you 
will  remain  in  port  long  enough  for  them  to  show  you  some  particular  attention. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

JAMES  J.  ATKINSON. 
Captain  J.  D.  Sloat,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
Many  of  Cofrecinas'  confederates  on  shore  are  arrested ;  five  from  here  sent  to  St.  Jolui's. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Shark,  T}iomj)son^s  Island,  April  3,  1825. 

The  enclosed  report  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  Isaac  McKeever,  of  the  U.  S.  steam  galliot  Sea 
Gull,  which  I  have  the  Ininor  \n  transmit,  gives  an  account  of  the  successful  result  of  an  expedition  on 
which  I  had  sent  that  vessel,  with  tin-  liar-<-  (;:illini|i|icr,  on  the  -iOth  ult. 

On  the  21st  ult..  Lieutenant  .McKccvia-  fell  in  with  a  parly  sent  by  Captain  Maude,  of  H.  B.  M.  frigate 
Dartmouth,  for  a  similar  inni»isr,  and  luiviug  made  an  arrangement  to  act  in  concert,  they,  thus  united, 
proceeded  to  the  accomplishini'iit  of  their  object,  viz.,  the  capture  or  destruction  of  a  piratical  schooner 
and  boat,  which  I  had  hccn  contidently  informed  had  committed  a  piracy  but  a  short  time  before,  and  was 
then  equipping  for  anotiier  cruise. 

Although  the  schooner,  when  captured,  had  on  hoard  a  jiapcr  professing  to  be  a  license  for  her  as  a 
cruiser  on  the  coast,  yet,  from  the  want  of  the  i-a|itain  i^cncral  of  (.'uha's  signature,  or  that  of  the  gene- 
ral of  marine,  to  this  document,  her  complete  slate  of  preparation  for  action,  the  training  of  her  guns 
on  the  boats  as  they  approached,  the  abortive  attempts  to  lire  on  them,  several  times  repeated,  the  actual 
commencement  of  a  fire  of  musketry,  and  the  quantity  of  American  property  found  on  board  and  in  their 
lurking  places  on  shore,  with  the  erasure  of  all  the  marks  by  which  either  its  owners  or  the  vessels  in 
which  it  had  been  embarked,  could  be  ascertained,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  iiei-  piratical  character. 

The  vessel,  and  a  boat  which  was  the  next  day  captured  (all  the  crew  of  which  esca|ie(l  on  shore), 
were  on  the  30th  ult.  lost  in  a  violent  squall  on  the  beach.  I  have  directed  the  prisoners  to  he  sent  to 
Havana,  tliere  to  be  delivered  up  to  his  e.\cellen.-y  the  captain  .i;-eneral,  with  all  the  papers  which  were 
found,  and  a  succinct  account  of  the  circnmsiances  atlen<ling  IIm'  ca|>tnr<'. 

Before  closing  this,  I  must  be  alloweil  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  I  feel  at  the  destruction  of 
these  vessels,  and  the  capture  of  so  many  persons  prepared  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  and  sport  with 
the  lives  of  our  unprotected  fellow  countrymen  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  and  peaceable 
occupation. 

To  Lieutenant  McKeever,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Sea  Gull,  great  credit  is  due  for  their 
constant  and  nnreniitled  exi'il  ions,  in  dehance  of  lali^ne  and  hunger.  The  ability  of  the  first  named 
oflEicer  has  lieen  (  onspii-nously  dis|ilay<Ml  en  this  occasion,  anil  we  are  under  no  small  obligations  to  Lieu- 
tenant AVard,  the  olhcrs  and  men  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Dartmouth,  for  their  efficient  co-operation,  and  their 
strenuous  endeav.ns  toelfect  our  common  object. 

Nineteen  piisoneis  have  been  brought  in,  of  whom  six  are  woumh'd.     Eight  or  ten  were  killed,  and 
the  remainder  escaped  to  the  shore,  where  they  efiectually  concealed  themselves  from  pursuit. 
r  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 


U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Thompson' &  Island,  April  1,  1825. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  late  cruise  on  which  I  sailed  from 
Matanzas,  immediately  after  the  reception  of  your  orders  of  the  19th  ultimo,  taking  with  me  the  barge 
Gallinipper. 

At  Stone  Key,  I  met  II.  B,  ^M.  ship  Dartmouth,  under  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Captain  Maude,  and 
was  informed  by  him  that  some  of  his  boats  were  then  cruising  to  windward,  in  company  with  his  B.  M. 
schooners  Union  and  Lion;  continued  our  course,  and  fell  in  with  them  the  next  evening  at  Cadiz  Bay.  _ 

As  they  were  also  in  search  of  pirates,  but  without  any  particular  or  certain  information  of  their 
haunts,  of  wliich  I  was  possessed,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  propose  a  co-operation;  it  being  perfectly  under- 
stood that  I  was  to  have  the  conducting  of  the  enterprise.  This  proposition  was  cheerfully  acceded  to, 
and  requesting  that  the  schooners  should  not  leave  Cadiz  Bay  to  go  to  windward  within  three  days,  I  left 
the  Sea  Gull  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Rudd,  and  took  with  me,  independent  of  the  barge,  which  was 
well  manned,  two  small  cutters,  with  five  men  in  each,  and,  in  conqiany  with  a  British  barge  and  two 
cutters,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Ward,  of  the  Dartmouth,  we  made  ihe  westenniiost  point  of  the 
entrance  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  where  we  were  detained  forty-eight  hours  in  conse(|uence  of  strong  head 
winds.  The  day  after  we  arrived  there,  our  water  being  nearly  expended,  the  Britisli  barge,  and  Galli- 
nipper, Lieutenant  Cunningham,  sailed  in  quest  of  sonn',  allhou-h  it  was  lilowing  a  heavy  gale  from  the 
eastward,  and  on  the  evcming  of  the  same  day,  the  Gallini|iper  was  capsized  in  a  squall,  but,  with  the 
assistance  of  Lieutenant  Ward  and  his  crew,  our  oflicms  anil  men  were  saved,  and  the  vessel  righted; 
she  rejoined  me,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  accident,  a  few  houis  after  it  happened,  having  lost  part  of 
her  arms,  ammunition  and  provisions. 
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Notwithstanding  this  very  serious  misfortune,  after  pledging  myself  to  procure  provisions,  we 
determined  not  to  abandon  the  pursuit  of  our  object,  but  upon  the  very  last  extremity;  accordingly,  the 
next  morning  (the  25th  ult.),the  wind  abating,  we  made  another  effort,  and  gained  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sagua  la  Grande  about  noon;  at  this  place  I  found  a  fisherman,  and  compelled  him,  much  against  his 
inclination,  to  pilot  us  to  the  Key  of  Jutia  Gorda,  one  of  the  places  of  our  destination,  and  at  about  4  F. 
M.  descried  the  masts  of  a  vessel  lying  nearly  concealed  by  the  bushes  under  said  Key.  We  immediately 
pushed  for  her,  and  when  we  approached  within  hail  she  hoisted  Spanish  colors,  and  ordered  us  to  keep 
olf  or  she  would  fire  into  us,  having  her  guns  trained  and  matches  lighted,  with  which  they  made  several 
ineflectual  attempts  to  fire  the  gun  pointed  upon  the  advancing  boat;  the  channel  being  very  crooked  and 
narrow,  the  boats  grounded  several  times;  at  length,  one  of  the  British  cutters  succeeded  in  passing  the 
bar,  and  as  two  boats  abreast  could  not  approach,  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  others  were  ordered  to 
jump  overboard  and  wade  to  the  shore;  where,  taking  a  commanding  position  on  the  bank  of  the  inlet  in 
which  she  was  anchored,  and  within  twenty  yards  <>{'  licr,  1  nvdcicd  her  cnininauder  instantly  to  come  on 
shore,  and  not  fire  at  his  peril.  After  much  hcsiiuiion,  ami  iciuialcil  tlncals  in  fire  upon  us,  he  obeyed; 
by  this  time  everyone  on  board  was  in  great  c'onliisidi].  Insica.l  nl'  ((.iiiiiiu-  tn  me,  he  and  a  man  who  had 
accimiiuuiied  him,  attempted  to  make  their  escape;  tiie  commamlcr.  howcxcr,  was  seized,  but  his  com- 
panidii  fied  to  the  mangrove  bushes.  I  now  directed  him  to  enler  liis  c.l.irs  tn  be  iiaulcd  down,  and  to 
surrender  his  vessel  and  crew.  He  did  order  his  colors  to  bi'  stniek,  but  at  tlie  same  moment  a  musket 
or  pistol  was  fired  at  the  cutter  then  close  alongside,  which  was  immediately  returned,  and  a  general  fire 
ensued;  the  leader  of  the  band,  availing  himself  of  the  confusion,  attempted  flight;  I  fired  at  and 
wounded  him;  he  fell,  but  rising  very  soon  and  attempting  to  fight  his  way  through  our  men  with  a  long 
knife,  he  received  several  other  wounds,  and  was  retaken.  Many  of  the  pirates,  iii  endeavoring  to  make 
their  escape  by  jumping  overboard  to  gain  the  mangrove  bushes,  were  shot;  whilst  others,  seeing  no 
chance  of  escape,  were  driven  below  by  the  boarders  and  musketry  from  shore. 

On  takiiig  possession  of  her,  she  ])rf)ved  to  be  a  schooner  inounting  two  six-])ounders  on  pivots,  four 
large  swivels,  ami  si'vcral  lilumlerlmsses,  an<l  eomfilctcly  ciini|>|icil  for  a  com|ilement  of  thirty-five  men, 
which  was  the  least  liiiiiilier  she  coiilil  lia\-e  hail  oil  lioai'd,  as  we  took  nineteen  persons,  and  can  account 
for  eight  killed,  .'^exeral  elTccted  their  escape  into  the  mangrove  bushes,  and  we  are  induced  to  believe 
that  others  were  killed,  whose  bodies  are  supposed  to  have  floated  out  to  sea  unobserved,  as  there  was  a 
strong  ebb  tide.  Amon,g  the  prisoners  are  six  wounded,  one  of  whom  is  their  chief,  and  calls  himself 
Antonio  Eipol.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  but  one  man  wounded,  a  British  marine,  who  received  a 
slight  cut  in  the  arm. 

After  securing  the  prisoners,  we  searched  the  schooner,  and  discovi-red  that,  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  blowing  us  up,  they  had  placed  lighted  cigars  in  and  near  the  magazine,  which  were  soon  carefully 
removed.  We  also  found  many  articles  on  board,  of  American  produce,  (and  to  all  appearance  but 
recently  taken,  as  the  cases  were  quite  new  and  clean:)  New  York  hats,  shoes,  flour,  rice,  cheesi',  butter, 
lard,  &c.,  &c.,  and  to  confirm  their  character,  if  there  had  been  the  least  shadow  of  doubt  remaining,  we 
found  the  counterpart  of  these  articles  concealed  in  a  thicket  almnt  twenty  yards  fr.ini  the  vessel,  which 
was  approached  by  a  meandering  path,  and  could  only  be  discoveicd  l)y  careful  search,  so  cautious  were 
they  in  their  operations.  The  following  morning  at  dayli,L;iit,  i>ieutenant  Ward  and  myself  took  with  us 
three  boats  and  proceeded  to  wind v.ard,  leaving  Lieutenant  Cunningliam  in  charge  of  the  prize,  prisoners, 
&c.  We  soon  after  ilisco\-ered  a  lar,i;-e  schooner,  rigged  "Regla  boat,"  gave  chase,  and,  at  11  A.  M.,  the 
crew,  finding  we  were  .gaining  fast  upon  them,  made  for  the  nearest  mangrove  island,  jumped  overboard, 
and  effected  a  precipitate  retreat  to  the  bushes,  leaving  everything  standing,  with  a  keg  of  gunpowder 
open  near  the  galley  fire,  and  quantities  of  it  strewed  all  over  the  vessel.  The  powder  was  instantly 
thrown  overboard,  and  the  fire  extinguished.  She  proved  to  be  the  boat  whose  crew  had  murdered  the 
five  men  belonging  to  the  American  brig  Betsey,  that  was  wrecked  on  the  Double  Headed  Shot  Keys,  in 
December  last.  After  a  long  and  inefTectual  search  among  the  mangrove  bushes,  for  the  fugitives,  wc 
took  the  boat  in  charge,  and  pushed  on  to  the  Key  la  Cosinerra,  where  they  sailed  from  in  the  morning, 
being  their  place  of  resort  and  establishment;  this  we  burnt,  and  returned  to  .Tutia  tlorda  at  midnight, 
the  officers  and  men  being  nearly  exliausted,  the  latter  having  been  at  their  oars  from  daybreak. 

The  schooner  and  boats  bein,^;-  laden  with  the  property  found  seerete<l  in  the  woods  and  elsewhere, 
we  set  fire  to  the  buildings  on  the  Key,  consisting  of  two  very  large  huts,  and  some  outhouses. 

At  this  place  was  an  old  man,  of  more  genteel  appearance  than  the  rest,  whose  situation  was  so  sus- 
picious, that  I  thought  proper  to  bring  him  with  me.  I  have  since  discovered  that  he  is  the  commandant 
of  San;ua  la  Grande,  and,  in  some  wav,  intimatelv  connected  with  these  pirates,  llis  papers  I  transmit 
to  vou  separate  from  tlnw  found  on  l.oard  the  vessel,  llaviii-  <listributed  the  pri.soners  on  board  the 
dini'rent  li.ials,  we  g,.t  uiidci'  way,  tog,. I  her  with  the  prizes,  ami  saili'd  for  .<agua  la  (Jrande,  where, 
according  to  |.revious  arraiigemei'it,  we  met  11.  B.  M.  schooner  Lion,  Lieut.  Lianlct  commanding,  who 
politely  otfeieil  to  i-i'ci'ive  the  jirisoners  on  board  his  vessel,  to  r<'lieve  iis  of  the  inconvenience  of  having 
them  in  deeply  laden  boats,  and  they  were  accordingly  removed.      We  now  coiitinuci!  our  route  to  Cadiz 

Bav,  and  n^joincl  II.  .M.  scl nei-  l'ni<in  and  this  vessel,  reached  Kev  .Moii;i    in   comjianv,  on  the  evening 

of  the  2'.)th  ultimo,  where  we  fouiul  the  Dartmouth  still  at  anchor,  (''aptaiu  Maudi^,  wIh'mi  infirmcd  of  the 
ca|,ture  in  which  his  boats  ha.l  assistc.l,  expressr^l  a  strom;-  desire  to  coiiimunic-ate  with  vou,  |irevionsly 
to  the  prisoners  being  disposcl  ,,f  for  trial;  1  in  cons.Mpience  repaired  to  .Matanzas  to  inform  yon  of  his 
wish,  but  finding  that  yon  had  saili'd  for  this  place,  1  inslaiitl.\-  returned  to  the  Dartminith,  and  made 
iip|)lication  for  the  prisoners,  upon  which  thev  were  rcmovi'd  to  this  vessi'l. 

I  regret  to  have  to  add  that,  in  a  heavy  squall  on  the  evening  of  the  oOtli,  the  prize  schooner  parted 
both  her  caliles,  and  iia\-ing  the  "Regla  boat"  in  tow,  they  were  both  driven  ashore  on  Stone  Key,  and 
bilged.  The  property,  howiver,  was  taken  out  the  same  night,  and  tlie  greater  part  of  it  saved,  by  the 
united  eflorts  of  II.  M.  sch lers  Union  and  Lion,  and  this  vessel,  after  which  the  wrecks  were  fired. 

The  handsomi'  manner  in  which  we  were  seconded  by  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  boats  of  H.  M. 

ship  haitmouth,  rits  our  highest  a|iprobation;    nor  can  I,  in  justice,  omit  mentioning  the  cheerfulness 

and  alaciity  with  which  Lieutenants  Cunningham  and  Engde,  Doctor  Dubarry,  and  Mr.  Barron,  .secretary, 
anil  the  mc'n  throughout,  |Mulormeil  their  several  duties;  manifesting  a  degree  of  enterprise  and  zeal, 
amidst  all  their  prixatioiis  ami  fatigues,  highly  creditalile  to  ihem. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  res]iecl,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

I.  M'KFEVER. 

To  Com.  Lewis  Waiuungtox,  Com.  U.  S.  Naval  Forcc^t  in  the  Wc^t  Indicf^,  <fc. 
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Ertravt  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  L.  Warrington  to  the  Secretarij  of  the  Nan/,  dated  — 

U.  R.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  llantanzas,  April  27,  1825. 
Their  present  plan  of  operations  confines  them  to  their  hiding  places,  on  the  shores  and  keys  of  this 
iisland,  until  the  appearance  of  merchant  vessels  induces  them  to  go  out,  and  a  certainty  of  the  absence 
of  our  cruisers,  or  their  boats,  enables  them  to  fmisunimatc  thoir  intentions!,  liy  the  capture  of  the  vessel 
and  destruction  of  the  crew.  No  sooner  is  this  cIl'iTlcd,  their  plundci-  scc'iii-imI,  and  the  vessel  disposed 
of,  than  their  position  is  changed,  and  a  new  rcndc/.vniis,  far  rciiicivcd  I'ldin  the  scene  of  their  late  exploit, 
is  selected.  If  to  this  method  of  carrying  on  tlicir  depicdations,  we  add  tiie  fact,  that  many  open  boats 
and  small  vessels,  apparently  cdaslcrs,  arc  also  ciigauMMl  in  tliis  business,  you  can  readily  perceive  the 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  sii|i|.icssiiig  |iiiacy  cii  these  sli.ires.  The  most  certain,  and  I  may  add, 
the  only  sure  way  to  end  it,  is  tn  e.xphae  olteii  thnse  parts  nf  tlie  coast  where  you  have  reason  to  believe 
them  to  be,  to  harass  them  by  frequent  exeiiisidns,  and  tn  seize  for  examination  all  boats  or  vessels  which 
are  of  a  suspicious  character.  It  not  uiilVeiinently  happens,  that  vessels  having  a  commission  to  cruise 
for  a  certain  time,  for  the  protection  of  the  island  trade,  commit  piracies;  and  the  schooner  called  "El 
Socorro,"  lately  captured  by  the  Sea  Gull,  &c.,  is  an  instance  of  it.  If  she  had  been  suffered  to  pass 
unmolested,  the  injury  done  our  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  our  citizens'  lives  would  have  been  doubtless 
very  great. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from.  Commodore  L.  Warrington  to  the  &xretary  of  the  N'avij,  dated  — 

U.  S.  Ship  Constellation,  Matanzas,  July  1,  1825. 
There   arc  several  Colombian   privateers  cruising  off  this  island,  which  gives  rise  to  the  many- 
accounts  of  piratical  vessels  which  are  published  in  our  newspapers.     One  of  them  is  a  small  schooner 
of  thirty-five  tons,  and  might  easily  be  taken,  at  a  distance,  for  a  vessel  of  that  character. 


U.  S.  Ship  Constellation,  Thomjinon'i^  Island,  June  22,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  ship  Cdustellation  arrived  at  this  place, 
where  she  will  remain  for  a  few  days,  on  the  14th,  after  landing  Mr.  Poinsett  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  as  you 
have  been  already  informed.  Your  letters  by  her  have  been  received,  and  shall  be  attended  to. '  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  send  the  Sea  Gull  to  Norfolk  for  repairs,  as  she  is  in  a  crazy  condition.  The  Grampus  I 
shall  also  send  to  the  same  place,  early  in  August,  to  procure  a  new  mainmast;  and,  as  the  Hornet  also 
requires  a  considerable  quantity  of  stores  and  sails,  which  we  have  not  here,  I  shall  direct  her  to  repair 
to  the  same  place  in  July.  The  two  first  of  these  vessels  will  have  been  out  ten  months,  and  the  last 
twelve  months.  Their  equipments  and  repairs  will  not  delay  them  more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  and 
when  the  Porpoise,  which  I  am  daily  expecting,  arrives,  we  shall  be  able  to  watch  the  coasts  of  Cuba 
narrowly,  and,  I  trust,  effectually.  The  John  Adams,  Spark,  Terrier,  and  Grampus,  are  now  cruizing  off 
different  parts  of  that  island.  The  Sea  Gull  is  on  an  expedition  with  the  barges,  and  the  Fox,  on  her 
arrival  from  the  Main  with  Mr.  Bolton,  will  be  put  on  the  convoy  and  barge  service  with  the  Terrier.  I 
shall,  as  soon  as  I  can  complete  my  arrangements  in  this  quarter,  proceed  to  St.  Domingo,  as  directed  by 
you  some  time  since. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Bart<:in,  of  the  marine  corps,  who  goes  home  on  a  sick  ticket, 
to  report  himself  to  ynu. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  24,  1825, 

Sir:  Circumstances  connected  with  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  squadron  under  your  command, 
have  induced  the  determination  to  make,  at  least,  a  temporary  removal  of  so  much  of  the  forces  and 
stores,  now  at  Thompson's  Island,  as  can  be  effected  without  inconvenience  and  loss  to  the  public, 

Pensacula  has  been  selected  as  the  place  to  which  they  will  be  transferred;  and  I  enclose  to  you 
copies  of  communications  received  from  the  War  Department,  ordering  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  and 
adjoining  barracks  and  houses,  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  authorized  to  receive 
the  possession  from  the  military  officer  in  command  there,  and  if  it  be  not  convenient  for  you  to  go  to 
that  place,  you  will  order  some  officer  under  your  command  to  receive  it  fm^  you.  The  stores,  now  at 
Thompson's  Island,  you  will,  as  far  as  convenient,  receive  on  board  the  vessels,  thus  preparing  them  for 
as  long  a  cruise  as  their  size  and  condition  will  permit.  If,  after  this,  any  stores  remain,  you  will  send 
them  to  Pensacola,  in  the  Decoy,  or  such  other  vessel  as  you  may  provide  for  the  purpose.  The  marines 
now  at  the  island  you  will  dispose  of  as  your  discretion  may  dictate,  and  as  they  may  be  most  useful  in 
vessels,  and  at  Pensacola. 

It  is  believed  that  you  will  find  full  accommodation,  both  for  men  and  stores,  in  the  fort,  barracks,  and 
houses  which  the  War  Department  has  ordered  to  be  transferred. 

You  will  place  the  public  property  left  upon  the  island  in  the  best  and  safest  situation,  so  that  it  may 
be  kept  from  injury:  and  its  possession  and  use  rcsnined,  whenever  it  shall  be  found  expedient. 
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It  is  not  intended  that  you  shall  altogether  desert  Thompson's  Island.  The  public  interests  there 
will  require  you,  or  one  of  the  vessels  under  your  command,  to  visit  it  frequently,  so  as  to  aflord  every 
necessary  protection  and  security  to  those  who  are  upon  it,  and  the  commerce  which  passes  by  or  is  con- 
nected with  it.  „,  .     .r  ,      ,  ■„  i  .1    .  J  J- 

In  the  disposition  of  your  forio,  after  Icavmg  Thompson's  Island,  you  will  exert  that  sound  discre- 
tion on  which  the  Department  so  eonlideiitly  relies;  protecting  our  commerce,  watching  attentively  the 
movements  of  the  pirates,  and  guarding  vigilantly  the  health  of  those  under  your  command.  All  these 
objects  will,  no  doubt,  be  best  promoted  by  the  vessels  continuing  as  constantly  at^  sea  as  possible, 
touching  seldom,  and  remaining  a  very  short  time,  at  any  of  the  ports  either  of  the  islands,  or  on  the 
shores  of  the  gulf.  ■     ,  j-  , 

I  repeat,  for  your  consideration,  the  suggestion  that  you  place  your  vessels  at  convenient  distances 
from  each  other,  directing  each  one  ti>  cruise  backward  and  forward  on  a  given  position  of  the  coast,  and 
looking  very  frequently  into  the  creeks,  inlets,  &c.  j       •         , 

After  cflecting  the  changes  mentioned  in  this  letter,  you  will  communicate  fully,  and  minutely,  to 
the  Department  the  situation  of  all  your  vessels,  and  your  wants  as  to  officers,  men,  and  stores,  and 
make  such  suggestions  respecting  the  whole  as  you  may  suppose  useful  to  the  public  interests,  and 
especially  to  the  principal  objects  for  which  the  s<iuadron  is  maintained  in  the  AVest  Indies  and  the  (iult 
of  l^Iexico.^^^^^^  respectfully,  &c.,  SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  Lewis  W.^rringtox,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Foro'A,  Wed  Indies. 


Dei'.\rtmext  of  War,  Ma>/  16.  li 


The  Secretary  of  War's  compliments  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  transmits  duplicates  of 
orders  issued  in  relation  to  the  delivery  of  possession  of  the  fort  of  Barancas,  near  J'ensucola,  to  the 
Navy  Department,  until  the  further  orders  of  the  War  Department. 


QrARTERM.\sTER  Gexeral's  Office,  Wai<hini/t(in  Cifi/,  May  13,  1825. 
Sir:  An  order  will  this  day  be  sent  from  the  Adjutant  General's  Office  for  tiie  removal  of  the  troo 
from  Barancas  to  Cantonment  Clinch. 

You  will  transfer  the  post,  with  the  barracks  at  and  near  it,  to  sucli  officer,  eitlier  of  the  navy 
marine  corps,  as  the  Navy  Department  may  designate;  and,  if  there  is  no  building  tlicre  suitable  for 
store  house,  you  will,  if  practicable,  furnish  one  of  the  public  buildings  in  Pensacola  for  that  purpose. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP,  Brigadier  General,  and  Quartermaster  General. 
Captain  D.  E.  Bvrch,  Aftaidant  Quartermader,  Pensacola,  Florida. 


(Orders  No.  37.) 

AnjuTANT  Gexerai.'s  Office,   Washington,  May  13,  1S25. 
The  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Barancas  will  be  immediately  removed  to  Cantonment  Clinch,  and  the 
stores  on  hand  l)elonging  to  the  tiuarteiiu:istei  General's  and  Ordnance  Departments,  will  also  be  removed. 
The  post  will  then  lie  delivereil  over  tu  siieli  ullicer  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  designate. 
Communicated  by  order  of  .Major  tieneial  Brown. 

B.  JONES,  Adjalant  General. 


D. 

Navy  DErARTMExr,  Scjiti'nihrr  I"),  lK-2'i. 

Gentlemen:  YoU  are  lieroby  ajipdinted   to  select  a  site  for  a  naval   eslalilislnu<>nl  at    I'ensae.ila,  and 

the  United  Stales  ship  Uurnet    has  h.'en  unlere,!   to  l,e  prepare.l    i e<liat<'ly  lor  sea,  iin,l,.r  tiie  connuand 

of  Capt.  W,H,dh.>use,   to  tiike  you   to  that   place. 

You  will  assemble  at  Xorl'olk,  Va.,  on  ,,r  about  the  1st  of  OeloI.er,  and  |U'oceed  to  I'ensaeohi  as  soon 
as  convenient;  and  on  your  arrival  eiiler  upon  the  disehiuge  of  this  <luty,  which  has  been  conlided  to  yi.iu 
with  a  full  reliance  on  your  judgment  ami  disi-retion. 

You  are  already  aware  of  the  disadvantages  which  have  resulted  from  lh(>  injudicious  location  of 
other  yards;  and,  in  making  a  selection  in  this  instance,  yoii  will  take  into  \\r\v  the  actual  expense  and 
conveniences,  us  wi'll  as  the  pi'aci  icahilily  of  defence. 

.M'ler  having  made  <'hoice  of  the  site  which  may  appear  most  suitable,  you  will  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment Avith  the  |iro|iriet(n-  or  pi-oprietors,  fir  the  )un-cliase  of  the  land,  sulije'ct  to  the  approliatioii  of  this 
DepartiiH'nl;  it,  however,  this  cannot  he  ohlained,  and  you  de<'ni  it  iniporlanf  t<i  the  pulilic  interests  to 
coniplele  the  coulracl  without  sii<-h  sanction,  you  are  a'nihorized  to  inak<'  the  |iurcliase  unconditionally. 
You  will  take  care  to  secuie  not  only  as  much  land  as  will  lie  i'e(piired  lor  present  |.urp<ises,  but  as  much 
also  as  may,  at  any  time  hereal'tei-,  ln'  wanted. 

Any  maps,  chaits,  or  other  docu nls,  in  the  possession  of  the  1  )epartnieiil ,  which  may  be  considered 

necess.-iry,  will  be  rurnishcd  npoii  application,      ^■(iU  have  hen^wilh  an  ontliiie  of  iIm>  lortilications  contem- 
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After  accomplishing  this  important  object,  Capt.  Warrington  will  either  remain  at  Pensacola,  or 
proceed  wherever  his  duties  as  commander  of  the  naval  forces  in  that  quarter  may  require  his  presence; 
the  others  will  return  in  such  manner  as  may  be  found  most  expedient. 

It  is  ijresunicd  that  the  whole  may  be  completed,  and  your  report  upon  the  subject  made  to  the 
Department,  previously  to  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Wm.  Bainbridge,    Esq., 

Lewis  W.\rrington,  Esq., 

James  Biddi.e,  Esq., 

Captains  U.  S.  Navy. 


Pensacola,  November  4,  1825. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  instnictions  to  us  of  the  15th  September,  we  embarked  at  Norfolk  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  as  soon  as  she  was  ready  for  sea.  We  arrived  here  on  the  25th  ultimo 
and  since  our  arrival,  have  been  engaged  in  the  necessary  examinations  and  inquiries  for  ascertaining  the 
most  eligible  position  within  these  waters  for  a  navy  yard. 

The  Bay  of  Pensacola  is  extensive  and  capacious,  easy  of  access  from  sea,  and  affording  secure 
anchorage  for  any  number  of  vessels  of  the  largest  class.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar,  as  laid  down  by 
Major  Kearney,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  is  twenty-one  feet.  From  the  report  to  us  of  Lieutenant 
Pinkham,  of  the  John  Adams,  whom  we  directed  to  sound,  and  from  all  the  information  we  have  been 
enabled  to  collect,  at  least  this  depth  of  water,  we  believe,  will  always  be  found  on  the  bar,  even  after  a 
long  continuance  of  northerly  winds.  The  northerly  wiiuls  sinsiMy  atfect  the  waters  on  this  part  of 
the  coast;  they,  however,  seldom  continue  long.  The  indiiiai y  tiilcs  do  not  rise  more  than  three  feet; 
but  these  tides  run  with  considerable  rapidity;  thus  allbrdiug  facilities  to  vessels  working  in  or  out  of 
the  harbor  against  an  unfavorable  wind. 

The  position  which  we  have  selected  as  in  our  judgment  combining  the  greatest  advantages  for  a 
navy  yard,  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Barancas,  and  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Tartar's  Point. 

Here  we  found  the  necessary  depth  of  water  nearest  the  shore;  an  important  consideration  in  respect 
to  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  wharves  required  for  naval  purposes.  Here  too  the 
works  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  navy  yard,  would  give  additional  security  to  the  harbor,  while  its 
vicinity  to  the  Barancas  would  admit  of  ussistanrc  to  it  in  .-a.se  of  need,  from  the  troops  stationed  there. 
Here,  we  are,  in  our  opinion,  suscciitiMc  of  complete  ilorciicc,  at  a  less  expense  than  eIse\vh<Mc  within 
the  bay.  The  position  is  wholly  protected,  by  Tartar's  I'oiiit,  against  the  swell  of  the  sou,  wliicli  strong 
southerly  winds  set  over  the  bar. 

It  is  favorably  situated  for  rendering  prompt  assistance  to  vessels  approaching  the  harbor.  Its 
healthiness  is  not  surpassed  by  any  other  part  of  the  bay,  and  fresh  water  is  there  abundant,  and  of  a 
wholesome  quality. 

Other  positions,  in  other  parts  of  the  bay,  have  engaged  our  attention;  but,  upon  mature  considera- 
tion, we  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  thu  jxisition  which  we  have  designated,  is  the  most  eligible 
under  all  circumstances,  "ami  eon, Lines  the  ^-reatest  advantau'es. 

The  accoiiipanyinu,-  .sketeli  exliiliits  the  [lositioii  wliieh  has  been  selected,  and  embraces  the  quantity 
of  land  we  reconmieiid  to  be  retained  lor  a  naval  cstaMislniient. 

That  part  of  your  instructions  which  directs  us  to  purchase  the  land,  we  are  not  iieeessitated  to  act 
upon,  as  the  site  we  have  selected  already  belongs  to  the  government.  It  appears  from  the  reiK.rt  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  land  claims  in  West  Florida,  that  Mr.  RoweKhme  claimed  800 
arpens,  which  embraced  Tartar's  Point.  This  claim,  however,  was  rejected  by  the  commissioners,  and  is 
therefore  presumed  to  be  not  valid. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  returned  by  land,  as  being  preferable  to  taking  a  public  vessel  from  the 
station ;  but  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  that  the  John  Adams,  now  lying  here,  should  leave  the  AV^est 
Indies,  on  account  of  the  debilitated  state  of  her  crew;  we  shall,  therefore,  embark  in  that  ship  as  soon 
as  she  is  ready  for  sea,  and  proceed  in  her  to  the  Chesapeake. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 
L.  WARRINGTON. 
JAMES  BIDDLE. 

Hon.  Sami..  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  December  2,   1825. 
Sir:  The  instructions  which  were  given  to  Captains  Bainbridge,  Warrington,  and  Biddle,  to  select  a 
site  for  a  navy  yard  and  depot  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  heretofore  been  sub- 
mitted to  yon,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  present  to  you  a  copy  of  their  report,  with  a  sketch  exhibit- 
ing the  position,  which  is,  in  their  opinion,  best  calculated  for  the  object. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  acquire  the  most  correct  information  and  safest  guides,  in  making  a 
location  for  this  establishment,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  one  recommended  by  these  officers  is 
the  best  within  the  ran^c  preseiihcd  by  the  law. 

Should  it  meet  your  a|)|irol.ation,  immediate  measures  will  be  taken  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings, 
and  make  the  improvements. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
Approved  December  3,  1825.  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 
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E. 

Ejctract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  John  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  — 

U.  S.  Ship  North  Carolina,  Gibraltar  Bay,  July  5,  1825. 
I  contemplate  leaving;  here  to-morrow,  with  all  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  consisting  of  the  North 
Carolina,  Constitution,  Erie,  and  Ontario,  for  the  head  of  the  Mediterranean,  touching-  at  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  on  my  way  up;  and  shall  probably  not  reach  this  again  before  some  time  about  the  1st  of 
October.  Our  relations  with  the  Barbary  States  continue  on  the  same  friendly  footing  as  they  have  here- 
tofore done. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  John  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  — 

U.  S.  Ship  North  Cakolina,  Gibraltar  Bay,  July  1,  182.5. 
Just  at  the  moment  of  unmooring,  to  proceed  up  the  Mediterranean  with  the  squadron,  I  have 
received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Pulis,  our  consul  at  Malta,  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies.  It  is,  I 
find,  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed  people  in  this  quarter,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  Greeks 
to  establish  their  independence,  a  large  portion  of  their  picsciil  marine  will  bccuinc  ]iirates,  and  that  they 
will,  it  is  most  likely,  as  in  former  times,  prey  u|miii  rwty  ilctriici'lcss  mcicliant  visscl  that  falls  in  their 
way.  The  noble  cause  in  which  they  are  eii.i;a<;iMl,  would  alnmsi  t\,v\i\i\  such  an  idea;  yet,  as  the  like 
has  luqipened  heretofore,  at  different  periods  of  tlieir  history,  it  luay  liai>iicii  again;  and  for  this  reason 
1  shall  kee])  an  eye  to  that  quarter;  particularly  as  our  ciuuiiiriic  tu  Suiynia,  at  this  time,  is  very  con- 
siderable, and  1  am  tuld,  progressively  increasing.  Should  the  \\iii(is  \nti\v  taxuiable,  I  shall,  it  is  likely,  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  Scio  by  the  last  of  this  month.  The  appearance  of  the  squadron  about  this  time  in  the 
Archipelago,  will  no  doubt  have  a  good  effect;  and  should  anything  occur,  before  I  leave  there,  to  render 
it  necessary,  I  may  probably  leave  one  of  the  sloops  there,  to  protect  our  commerce  against  any  lawless 
depredation's  that  appear  likely  to  happen. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  John  Rodgem  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  — 

U.  S.  Ship  North  Carolina,  Gibraltar  Bay,  October,  1825. 

I  wrote  you  from  Smyrna,  on  the  30th  of  August,  by  the  brig  Cherub,  of  Boston,  informing  you  of 
the  movements  of  the  squailron  n\\  to  that  date.  At  that  time  there  was  soino  cause  for  alarm,  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  a  b(i\vrl  (■oniplaiut  witii  which  many  of  the  olhci  is  ami  uu'ii  of  the  squadron  were 
affected:  but,  by  the  early  and  jmlicious  applications,  and  uincniittiiij;-  attentions,  of  the  medical  officers, 
the  virulence  of  the  disease  was  soon  arrested.  In  addition  to  this,  there  liaxe  lieen  some  cases  of  fever 
onboard  each  ship,  by  which  tlie  service  has  lost  a  valuable  \oung  otlieer  in  .\liilslii|inian  I'leasanton,  who 

was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  attached  to  the  Erie;  and  Mr.  A.laui' .Maisliall,  the  s.-l Imaster  .,f  this  ship, 

whose  exemplary  deportment  had  gained  him  the  esteem  of  all  wlio  knew  hiui.  The  ollicers  and  crews  of 
the  several  vessels  of  the  squadron  are  again  very  generally  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health:  and  the 
returns  herewith  sent  you  will  show,  that,  although  there  might  have  been  cause  for  alarm,  at  one  time, 
the  proportion  of  deaths  for  tlie  last  six  mouths,  considering  the  number  of  men,  and  season  of  the  year, 
has  been  very  small. 

In  my  last,  I  mentioned  that  I  should  probably  put  myself  in  the  way  of  seeing  the  Greek  and  Turk- 
ish fleets,  before  my  return  to  Gibraltar:  and  with  this  intention  I  accordingly  left  the  Gulf  of  Smyrna, 
on  the  9th  ultimo,  shaping  my  course  for  Xapoli  di  Roinani,  (the  jiresent  seat  of  the  tireek  government,) 
at  which  place  I  arrived  on  the  12th  ultimo.  Here  we  were  received  by  the  government  in  the  most 
friendly  and  courtecms  manner. 

The  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  Greek  government  is  such  as  to  prevent  its  authority  being 
much  regarded  by  the  licentious  jiart  of  the  community;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  already  se\eral 
piracies  have  been  committed  in  th<'  Archipelago,  principally,  however,  upon  Austrian  and  I'rench  \cssels. 
The  morning  previous  to  my  leaving  Smyrna,  the  commander  of  the  Austrian  naval  forces  sent  into  that 
place  seven  Greek  boats,  which  he  had  captured  for  alleged  piracies  committed. 

Piracies  are  carried  on  now  by  such  boats  only;  but,  it  is  feared  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
government,  and  which  some  think  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that  their  misery,  and  the  want  of  the  common 
means  to  support  life,  will  necessarily  oblige  a  large  portion  of  the  Greek  sailors  to  become  pirates,  to 
avoid  starvation;  and  in  this  event,  that  many  of  their  larger  vessels  will  be  employed  in  this  way. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  1  have  left  the  Ontario  at  Smyrna,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in 
the  Archipelago,  with  orders  for  her  commander  to  join  me,  at  Gibraltar  or  Mahon,  by  the  middle  of 
December,  provided  a  necessity  for  his  long  continuance  in  that  quarter  should  cease,  but  that,  in  the 
event  of  such  a  change  taking  place  as  to  render  the  presence  of  a  greater  force  necessary,  to  apprise  me 
of  it  without  delay. 

Our  relations  with  the  Barbary  powers  continue  on  the  same  friendly  footing  as  heretofore.  On 
leaving  the  Archi])ehigo,  1  shajied  my  course  for  Tripoli,  with  the  intention  of  calling  at  that  place;  but 
was  jireventecl  doing  so.  in  consei|uence  of  meeting  one  of  the  Bashaw's  cruisers,  to  the  southward  of 
Malta,  returning  home  with  two  Neapolitan  vessels,  his  prizes,  which  ho  had  captured  on  the  coast  of 
Calabria;  from  the  con.mander  of  which  vessel  1  learned  that  our  consul  was  absent  from  Tripoli,  and  had 
been  for  some  time.  From  this  I  steered  for  Algiers,  and  after  looking  into  the  bay,  directed  the  Erie  to 
anchor,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  consulate  there;  and  after  doing  so,  made  sail  for  this 
place,  where  I  arrived  on  the  9th  instant. 

The  Erie  has  just  arrived  from  Algiers,  which  affords  me  an  iJpportunity  of  enclosing  to  you  Captain 
Deacon's  report,  and  of  closuig  this  communication. 
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United  St.wes  Frigate  United  States,    Callao  Bay,  October  2,  1824. 

Sir:  By  Mr.  Hunter,  I  had  the  lionor  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  commission  and  other  papers,  furnished 
a  privateer  fitted  out  by  General  Rodil,  Governor  of  Callao,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Franklin  from 
this  station;  and,  as  Commodore  Stewart  will  lay  before  you  his  cdrrospoiidciief  with  tlie  vici'  King  on 
the  subject  of  those  vessels  and  the  legality  of  the  papers  umlci-  wliicli  tln'v  sailc(l,  1  hmr  mi  doubt  but  1 
shall  be  furnished,  without  delay,  with  your  instructions  what  (■iiurs<>  1  am  to  |iiiisui'  towards  vessels  sail- 
ing under  the  Spanish  flag,  without  tii(>ir  commission  being  signed  by  the  vice  King,  and  cunuiiissioned 
only  by  a  governor  of  a  ]iroviii<-c,  holding  only  the  rank  of  a  general  in  the  army.  One  of  the  vessels 
commissioned  by  General  IJodil,  ami  litti  d  out  at  this  place,  has  been  burnt  by  Admiral  Guise,  after  having 
lost  her  topmast,  and  otherwise  injured,  whilst  this  ship  was  in  chase  of  her. 

There  is  now  lying  in  this  bay  two  other  brigs  and  a  ship,  ready  for  sea,  no  doubt  furnished  with  the 
same  papers  that  they  sailed  under  on  a  former  cruise;  and,  notwithstanding  I  have  the  assurance  of  the 
governor  that  they  have  orders  not  to  capture  neutral  ships,  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  capture  our 
ships  should  they  fall  in  with  them,  particularly  those  that  have  provisions  on  board.  1  cannot,  therefore, 
but  hope,  that  the  force  on  this  station  will  be  increased,  either  by  sending  out  a  line  of  battle  ship  or  one 
of  our  large  frigates  and  one  or  two  schooners,  as  it  is  impossible  to  protect  our  commerce  on  such  an 
extent  of  coast  as  Chili  and  Peru;  indeed,  we  have  valuable  ships  in  most  of  \\u-  ]iorts  on  the  coast,  from 
Valparaiso  to  Panama,  and,  in  most  of  the  ports,  ships  can  be  taken  out  \>\  \\\r  suiallcst  |irivateers,  as  they 
generally  lie  at  anchor  where  there  is  no  fort  to  protect  them;  it  therefore  recpiiies  a  foice  to  be  constantly 
moving  up  and  down  the  coast,  and  it  is  ahsolutely  necessary  that  one  vessel  should  remain  constantly  in 
this  bay,  and  another  at  Valparaiso,  and  otlieis  moving  along  the  coast  with  convoy. 

Our  force  in  this  sea  is  now  much  less  than  that  of  any  other  nation,  and  our  commerce  is  greater 
than  that  of  any  other,  except  the  English;  indeed,  the  English  and  Americans  have  the  exclusive  trade; 
not  a  flag  is  to  be  seen  on  board  a  merchant  ship  but  those  of  England  and  the  United  States. 

The  Peacock  is  now  at  Quilca,  to  protect  our  commerce  at  the  Iiitermedios,  under  orders  to  join  this 
ship,  after  being  absent  six  weeks.     The  Dolphin  is  at  Valparaiso  for  the  purpose  of  giving  convoy  to 
ships  bound  to  this  place.     I  have  this  day  given  orders  for  her  to  join  me  at  this  place  without  delay, 
that  I  may  have  force  sufficient  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  forces  now  ready  for  sea. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  November  2,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Peacock  arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  25th  ultimo,  from 
Quilca,  where  1  had  ordered  her  to  protect  our  commerce.  She  was  abs»nt  six  weeks,  which  was  the  time 
limited  by  my  orders  given  to  Lieutenant  Commandant  Kennon. 

At  the  time  the  Peacock  arrived  I  was  absi'iit  with  this  ship,  having  left  this  bay  for  Huacho,  for  the 
purpose  of  convoying  to  this  place  several  vessels  which  had  been  ordered  oft' by  the  Peruvian  squadron, 
under  Admiral  Guise;  those  vessels,  such  as  wished  to  enter  the  bay,  are  now  here. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival,  1  dispatched  the  Peacock  to  cruise  for  a  few  days  off"  Pisco,  to  gain  intelli- 
gence, if  possible,  of  the  course  the  Spanish  squadron  had  taken,  and  what  part  of  the  coast  they  were 
destined  for;  as  I  consider  it  necessary  to  watch  their  movements  as  closely  as  it  can  be  done,  without 
giving  them  cause  to  suspect  the  object  for  which  the  Peacock  is  sent  out. 

The  Dolphin  is  now  at  Valparaiso  for  the  purpose  of  giving  convoy  to  such  of  our  merchant  ships  as 
may  be  there,  and  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  I  however  received  information  last  evening  from  Val- 
paraiso, and  find  that  there  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  vessels  that  are  bound  to  this  part  of  the  coast. 

As  the  Spanish  squadron  is  out,  and  it  has  not  been  ascertained  where  they  are  lionml,  and  there 
being  several  valuable  ships  at  Truxillo,  and  other  small  ports  on  the  coast  to  the  nnnhward,  I  shall 
dispatch  the  Peacock  to  Truxillo  for  their  protection,  and  to  convoy  down  two  American  vessi'ls  that  will 
be  ready  to  sail  in  three  or  four  days;  she  will  probably  be  absent  twenty-five  days,  when  she  will  return 
to  this  port,  touching  at  the  small  ports  on  the  coast,  to  give  convoy  to  such  vessels  as  may  wish  to  join 
her. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


V.  S.  Frigate  L^nited  States,  Callao  Bay,  November  4,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  yesterday  been  informed  that  the  American  ship  China  has  been  secured  by  the  officers 
of  the  customs  of  Callao,  for  having  transhipped  a  quantity  of  goods  to  the  American  brig  Rimac  without 
obtaining  a  permit  to  do  so. 

By  the  best  information  I  can  get,  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  transhipment  was  made 
without  a  permit,  and  I  much  fear  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  condemned.  The  ship  and  cargo  is 
said  to  be  worth  one  hundred  and  liliv  thousand  dollars.  I  consider  this  seizure  a  very  unfortunate  one 
on  many  accounts,  and  more  [lartieularly  so,  as  the  China  is  well  calculated  for  a  vessel  of  war,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  she  will  be  fitted  out  for  that  purpose,  and  be  on  a  cruise  in  a  few  weeks. 

1  have  already  had  the  honor  to  apprise  you  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  at  sea,  and  expressed 
my  fear  that  they  would  capture  neutral  vessels;  as  yet,  I  have  not  received  information  that  they  have 
made  any  captures,  but,  from  the  temper  and  feelings  of  the  Spaniards  towards  foreigners,  and  p'articu- 
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larly  Americans,  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  detain  our  ships  on  the  slightest  ground,  and  send  them 
in  for  trial,  and  the  case  of  the  Nancy  and  other  vessels  captured  and  condemned,  is  evidence  of  what 
may  be  the  fate  of  others  that  may  fall  into  their  hands. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 
The  honorable  Secretary  of  thf.  X.vvv,  Wushinyloit. 


V.  S.  Fuic.iTE  United  States,  Ancon,  November  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  IVdin  Mr.  Tudor,  our  consul  at  Lima,  under  date  of  the  13th 
instant,  an  extract  of  which  I  have  tiie  honor  to  forward: 

"  I  heard  last  evening  that  a  bando  would  be  issued  to-day,  declaring  all  the  small  ports,  from  Pisco 
to  Truxillo,  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  that  all  persons  transporting  goods  from  Ancon,  Chorillos,  &c., 
would  be  sliot." 

I  have  nut  as  yet  received  any  confirmation  of  the  above,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Spaniards  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  embarrass  American  commerce,  and  any  measures  that  will  do 
it  most  ert'ectually  I  have  no  duulit  will  be  adopted. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary/  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Frig.vte  U.vited  St.\tes,  Harbor  of  Callao,  January  23,  1825. 

Sir:  Since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Campbell  nothing  material  has  taken  place.  General  Rodil  still  keeps 
possession  of  the  castles  of  Callao,  and  is  determined  to  defend  them  to  the  last  extremity.  He  has  from 
time  to  time  postponed  the  trial  of  the  China,  in  the  expectation  of  the  Spanish  fleet  returning  to  Callao. 
I  have,  in  consequence,  remained  a  greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  bay,  for  the  accommodation  of  Captain 
Goodrich,  who  has  been  alternately  on  board  my  ship  and  on  shore. 

I  have  no  expectation  of  a  favorable  result  in  the  case  of  the  China.  General  Eodil  is  now  closely 
invested  by  land  and  sea,  and  if  his  course  was  marked  by  sucli  injustice  when  he  was  amenable  to  the 
authority  of  the  vice  King,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  lie  will  now  relinquish  anything  in  his  power  which 
would  enable  him  to  protract  a  siege. 

The  Chilian  frigate  0'IIi^;',t;-ins,  and  two  Culuinbian  vessels,  are  in  the  bay;  also  four  gun  boats  which 
were  brought  over  from  the  Spaniards  by  the  captain  uf  the  port  a  U-w  iiif;-lits  sinrc 

The  China  being  endan-ercd  l>y  the  lire  fnnii  these  vessels,  wliieli  aiipmacli  the  town  every  night,  I 
wrote  General  Rodil,  requesting,that  she  might  be  sent  out  uf  danger  until  the  trial  was  concluded;  but 
I  have  received  no  reply;  in  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  have  any  communication  with  him;  my  boats  are 
allowed  to  approach  only  within  a  certain  distance,  and  there  met  by  a  Spanish  boat,  into  which  Captain 
Goodrich  is  received,  and  no  one  but  himself  suffered  tu  land. 

The  Dolphin  arrived  in  this  port  last  week  from  Valparaiso  with  a  convoy  of  American  vessels,  having 
touched  in  with  them  at  Coquimbo  and  Quilca.  Jmlgc  rri>\(ist  having  requested  a  passage  to  Quilca,  the 
Dolphin  will  leave  to-morrow  for  that  port,  and  having  landed  him,  will  proceed  to  Valparaiso. 

So  soon  as  the  affair  of  the  China  is  concluded  1  shall  go  down  to  Haunchas  for  a  few  days,  and  on 
my  return  shall  stop  at  Santa  to  obtain  a  supply  of  wood,  after  which  I  hope  tlie  situation  of  affairs  will 
enable  me  to  ,!j,-o  tu  Valparaiso,  leaving  the  Peacock  here. 

I  have  gi-eat  pleasure  in  tclliii,!;-  you,  sir,  tliat  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  are  all  in  good  health, 
and  that  I  lia\c  iVom  them  the  most  cheerful  compliance  with  my  wishes. 

I  ha\e  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 
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G. 

Lid  of  deaths  in  the  navij,  since  1st  of  Januanj,  1825. 


Name. 


Cause  of  death. 


Place  of  death. 


Time  of  death. 


Capta 
Thomas  Macdonouffh . 


Midshipmen. 

J.  B.  Beckham 

A.  W.  Baker 

L.  A.  Buchanan 

Thoo.  Bland,   jr 

Robert  F.  Martin 

C.  F.  Shoemaker 

George  F.  Weaver , 

George  B.  Wilkinson 

John  H.  Pleasanton 

C.  M.  Hopkins 


Sailing  maj^ter.< 

Shubael  Downes 

Simon  Kingston 

David   Phipps 


John  Welch 


Boalsivain!' 


James  Cosgrovc. 


3rannes. 
H.  W.  Gardner,  Lieutenant. 


ConsTiniptir 


Lieutenants. 

Joseph  Wrag-g Consumption 

Samuel  Hanley Yellow  fever 

William  Laughton |  Yellow  fever 

Nelson  Webster Nut  known . 

William  M.  Caldwell 

Henry  Ward 

Richard  S.   Hunter 

Walter  Abbott 

Albert  G,  Wall 

Otho  Stallings 

Frederick  Jarret 

Dulany  Forrest 

Benjamin  S.  Grimke 


Surgeons'  mates. 

John  Harrison 

Jos.  B.  Stillman 

C.  H.  Van  Brunt 


Not  known 

Not  known 

Kft'ects  of  fever.. 

Not  known 

Liver  complaint. 
Yellciw  fever.  . . . 
Hemorrhage  .  . . . 

Yellow  fever 

l)r(_)wned    


Not  known 
Yellow  fev( 
Yellow  fevc 


low  fever. .. . 
low  fever .  . . . 
low  fever.... 
low  fever. . .  . 
low  fever.  . . . 
led  in  a  duel. 
low  fever. .. . 
low  fever. .. . 


Old  age. 
Old  age. 
Old  age. 


Fever. 


At  sea 

Norfolk 

Matanzas 

At  sea 

Boston    

Philadelphia 

Near  Boston 

New   Jersey 

Philadelphia 

Virginia 

Key  West 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea 

Washington 

Key  West 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea 

At  sea 

Old  Point  Comfort 

At  sea 

Barrancas 

!N[editerranean  . . . 
Mediterranean 

Boston    

Philadelphia    .... 
New   Haven 


RecVing  ship,  N.  Y 
Messina 


November  10,  1825. 


April  18,  1825. 
July  14,  1825. 
July  22,  1825. 
August  24,  182.5. 
September  16, 1825. 
July  9,  1825. 
March  28,  1825. 
July  12,  1825. 
August  31,  1825. 
January  12,  1825. 
July  n,  1825. 
October  1,  1825. 
November,  1825. 


March  4,  1825. 
March  28,  1825. 
July  28,  1825. 


September  11, 1825. 

July  21,  1825. 
September  13, 1825. 
July  3,  1825. 
September  23,  1825. 
October  5,  1825. 


June  13,  1825. 
July,  1825. 
April,  1825. 


October,  1825. 
April  25,  1825. 


H. 


Li.4  of  resignations  since  1st  January,  1825. 
Richard  K.  Hoffman,  surgeon;  W.  D.  Conway,  surgeon's  mate;  Chever  Felch,  chaplain;  R.  S.  Bullus, 
A.  Barnhouse,  E.  R.  Cliilds,  J.  J.  R.  Flournoy,  D.  S.  M'Cauley,  Parmenio  Shuman,  Edwin  Welsh,  Simon 
W.  Walsh,  John  W.  Hunter,  jr.,  midshipmen;  G.  F.  De  la  Roche,  W.  W.  Polk,  sailing  master.s;  S.  G. 
Cla^-k^James  Minzies,  Thomas  Ring,  boatswains;  John  Fair,  Samuel  Butler,  Elijah  Whitten,  gunners; 
"   "  "       '  ■  "    laker;  J.  Lowry,  lieutenant  of  marines. 


S.  B.  Bannister,  sail 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  October  1,  1825. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navv  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
following  estimates  and  statements: 

Estimate  of  the  expenses*  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1826,  marked  A,  with — 


•  The  contingent  expenses  have  been  increased  about  $35,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  brcaliing  up  the  stations  on  the  lalies  and  at 
w  Orleans  and  Barratana,  and  transporting  the  articles  from  thence. 
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Statements,  explanatory  of  the  several  items,  marked  B. 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  this  oflBce  for  the  ensuing  year,  marked  C. 

Statement,  showing  the  names,  stations,  salaries,  and  places  of  nativity,  of  all  the  persons  in  the 
olfice  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  marked  D. 

Statement  of  the  progress  made  in  executing  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  marked  E. 

Statement  of  the  progress  made  in  executing  the  law  for  building  ten  sloops  of  war,  marked  F. 

Statement,  showing  the  names  and  force  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  navy,  when  and  where  built,  cap- 
tured, or  purchased,  and  the  state  and  condition  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary  and  on  the  lakes,  marked  G; 
and 

Statement,  showing  the  progress  made  in  executing  your  instructions  to  break  up  the  establishments 
at  the  lake  stations,  marked  H. 

All  of  which  are  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respoctfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Nanj. 


Statevipyit  of  the  r.rjendifure  of  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  nanj,  from  the  lt<t  January  to  SOth 

September,  1825. 


Appropriations. 


Amount  of  requi 
sitions  drawn  on 
Treasury. 


Imoimt  of  re 
funding  requi- 
sitions drawn, 


.\monnt    expen- 
ded. 


Pay,  &c.,  of  the  navy  afloat 

Pay,  &c.,  of  shore  stations 

Provisions    

C(mtingent  expenses,  prior  to  1824 

Contingent  expenses  not  enumerated,  1824 

Contingent  expenses  for  1824 

Contingent  expenses  for  1825 

Contingent  expenses  not  enumerated,  1825 

Ordnance    

Medicines   , 

Repairs  of  vessels 

Gradual  increase 

Pay  of  superintendents,  &c , 

Pav  of  laborers,  &c 

Sliip  houses 

Inciined  jilane , 

Pn.iiibition  of  the  skive  trade 

Suppression  of  piracy 

Navy  yard  (old "i 

Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  11 

Navy  yard  at  Ciiarlestown,  Mass 

Navy  yard  at  New  York   

Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia 

Navy  yard  at  Washington 

Navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  Va 

Building  ten  sloops  of  war 

Repairs,  &c.,  sloops  of  war 

Surveying  Charleston,  S.  C. — St.  Mary's,  (k 

Destruction  of  tools  by  fire 

Surveying  coast  of  Florida 

Captors  of  Algerine  vessels 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smitli 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Glen 

Act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  D.  Brodie 

Act  for  the  relief  of  William  Townscnd.  .  .  . 

Act  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Styles 

Pay,  &c.,  of  the  marine  corps 

Clothing  of  the  marine  corps 

Fuel  of  the  marine  corps 

Medicines,  &c,  (on  shore)  marine  corps  . . . . 

Contingent  expenses  marine  corps 

Arrearages  of  expenses  marine  corps 

Military  stores  marine  corps   

Navy  yard  and  depot  on  coast  of  Florida  .  . 


$612. 

233. 

288. 

25^ 

1, 

49, 

194, 

1, 

20, 

3", 


401  91 
932  76 
687  01 
744  61 
463  04 
915  43 
999  44 
128  16 
235  48 
922  89 
685  99 
793  64 
955  21 


019  70 
716  50 
948  35 
374  90 
520  36 
145  08 
111  90 
314  03 
.=.09  04 
809  29 
398  44 
594  22 


93 

11 

161 

53 

257 

80 

100 

00 

1 

,000 

00 

926 

14 

10 

,  633 

06 

20 

,401 

41 

19 

,382 

74 

6 

,566 

58 

1 

,266 

49 

7 

731 

93 

4 

683 

78 

1 

345 

25 

$104,489  07 
9,130  ,83 
13,296  77 
25,276  81 
110  25 
5,119  31 
3,400  30 


33,859  74 
1,272  67 
7,508  57 

34,210  38 
5,838  93 
2,490  32 
1,344  96 


109  50 
3,455   78 


1,502  97 

3,199  12 

31  06 

19  50 


$507,912  84 

224,801  93 

275,390  24 

467  80 

1,352  79 

44,796  12 

191,593  14 

1,128  16 


36 

650 

22 

250 

177 

42 

243 

583 

26 

2,674   74 

3,716  50 

8,838  85 

8,374  90 

21,064  58 

1,145  08 

14,111   90 

25,314  03 

7,509  04 

8,809  29 

12,398  44 

78,594  22 


1,894  28 


73  61 

161  53 

157  80 

100  00 

1,000  00 

926   14 

10,633  06 

120,401  41 

19,382   76 

5,668  68 

1,266  49 

7,700  46 

4,683  78 

1,345  25 


$2,386,072  62 


$2.55,704  31      I  $2,145,900  64 


Tkeasi-ry  Depaklmext,  Second  Comptroller's  Office,  December  5,  182i 
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A. 

There  will  he  required  for  tlie  use  of  the  navy  during  the  year  1826,  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  twenty  dollars: 

1st.  For  pay  and  subsistence  of  oflficers,  and  pay  of  seamen,  other  than  those  at  navy 

yards,  shore  stations,  and  in  ordinary $908,595  50 

2d.  For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances  of  officers,   and   pay  of   seamen,  &c.,  at  navy 

yards,  shore  stations,  hospitals,  and  in  ordinary 141,613  25 

3d.  For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  the  civil  establishment  at  the 

navy  yards  and  stations 52,240  00 

4th.  For  provisions 3TI,871  25 

5th.  For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  for  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission, 
exclusive  of  any  unexpended  balance  that  may  remain  under  the  appropriation  for 
1825 350,000  00 

6th.  For  repairs  and  improvement  of  navy  yards 170,000  00 

7th.  For  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores,  and  all  other  expenses  on  account 

of  the  sick 45,000  00 

8th.  For  defraying  the  expenses  which  may  accrue  during  the  year  1826,  for  the  following 
purposes: 
For  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description;  for  wharf- 
age and  dockage;  for  storage  and  rent;  fur  traveling  expenses  of  officers,  and  trans- 
portation of  seamen;  for  house  rent  or  chamber  money;  for  fuel  and  candles  to 
officers  other  than  those  attached  to  navy  yards  and  shore  stations;  for  commissions, 
clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery,  and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  recruiting;  for  expenses  of  pursuing  deserters;  for  compensation 
to  judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  persons  attending  courts-martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  and  to  officers  engaged  on  extra  service  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
stations;  for  expenses  of  persons  in  sick  quarters;  for  burying  deceased  persons 
belonging  to  the  navy;  for  printing,  and  for  stationery  of  every  description;  for 
books,  charts,  nautical  and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and 
drawings;  for  purchase  and  repairs  of  steam  and  fire  engines  and  machinery;  for 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  wheels,  and  workmen's 
tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage; 
for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public 
property;  for  assistance  rendered  to  public  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor 
at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coals  and  other  fuel 
for  forges,  foundries,  steam  engines,  and  for  candles,  oil  and  fuel  for  vessels  in  com- 
mission and  in  ordinary,  and  including  the  expense  of  breaking  up  the  stations  on 
the  lakes,  and  at  New  Orleans  and  Barrataria,  and  for  transporting  the  articles  from 
thence,  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever 240,000  00 

ADDITIONAL. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  in  the  year  1826,  and  not  hereinbefore 
enumerated 5^000  00 

$2,290,320  00 
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Entimatr  of  the  pay  and  s^uh.'iinlt'nce  c>f  all  jicrifoiis  rf  the  narnj,  attached  to  vessels  in  conn 


g,  I 


S.-3 


Captains 

Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants  commandant 

Masters 

Second  masters 

Chaplains 

Surgeons 

Pursers 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 

Midihipmen 

Surgeons'  mates 

Schoolmasters 

Clerks  

Armorers 

Boatswains'  mates 

Gunners"  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Sailmakers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Coxswains 

Ship  corporals 

Coopers 

Cooks  

Quarter  gunners 

Quartermasters    

Yeomen 

Pursers'  stewards 

Seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Boys 

Total 


3"" 

5 

12 

10 

'.. 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

30 

30 

3 

Statement  of  the 


iher  and  pay,  d-e.,  of  officers,  dr 


•d  for  fee 


18'2(),  e.rplanalory  (if  part  of  lliejirst  item  of  appnqiriation. 


vsels,  for  the  year 


Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants 

Pursers 

Masters 

Surgeons'  mates 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates  . . 
Carpenters'  mates... 

Stewards 

Cooks 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Boys 

Totol 


1  

2  2 
1           

3  2 
1  1 
1  1 
1  1 
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Statement  cf  the  pay,  &c.,  of  offi'-ers  attached  to  recruiting  stations,  together  with  one  captain,  as  ordnance 
officer — explanatory  of  part  of  the  first  item  of  appropriation. 


M 

-a 

£ 

Rank  or  station. 

A 

>° 

■^ 

1 

Amount. 

W 

pq 

1 

^ 

1 

^ 

5 

S5,88l  25 

2 

J 

J 

urg  0  s^ 

1 

1 

938  75 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

20 

$16,291   50 

Exhibit  of  the  officers,  d-c,  awaiting  orders,  and  on  furlough,  explanatory  of  part  of  the  first  item  of  appjro- 

priation. 


ii 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

.    .o 

g 

S2 

H 

E 

.s* 

g 

■£ 

Amount. 

1^ 

» t 

g 

z. 

M 

S. 

^ 

60 

ft 

3 

a 

" 

Ph 

m 

u 

Awiiitino' orJers    

11 

2 

76 

3 

2 

5 

43 

6 

$97,945  75 
12,229  CO 

On  furloueh 

1 

16 

9 

1 

U 

1 

40 

Total 

11     j       3 

" 

12 

3 

5 

12 

54 

1 

199 

$110,174  75 

Statement  of  the  jjay  and  7-ations  of  the  naval  part  of  the  establishment  at  yards  and  stations,  explanatory  of 
pjart  of  the  second  item  of  appropriation. 


5 

1 

1 

nil 

1 

1 

1 

i 

a 
1 

1 
f  i 

1  £ 

1 
o 

J 

S 

H 

1 

Amount. 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

in 
10 

6 

$2-1,410  00 
7,057  50 

3,975  00 
662  50 

■■ 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

" 



1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

4 

1 
1 

1 

1 

6,260  00 
2,170  00 
5,300  00 
1,987  50 

Pursers 

1 

1 

2 

Boatswains 

1 
1 

1 
0 

1 
1 

1 

2,535  00 

2,112  50 

422  50 

1,843  50 

Gunnois 

1 

1 

1 
1 



Total 

92 

S70,968  50 

1 

1 

1 
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Statement  of  all  allou-ayices  to  officers,  &c.,  at  yards  and  stations,  other  than  pay  and  rations — ea-planatory  of 
part  of  the  second  itevi  of  appropriaiion. 


Portsm 

uth. 

Charlestown. 

Brooklyn. 

i 

i 

?, 

Rank. 

! 

1 

s 

-i 

^ 

1 

"o 

■s 

g 

■s 

% 

•3 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

.2 

i    u 

g; 

6       o 

Iz; 

^ 

65 
40 

SO 
20 

3 
2 

300 

65          30 
40          20 

300 

65 
40 

30 

20 

300 

2 

200 
200 

20 
20 

20 
12 

1 
1 

200 
200 

20          20 
20          12 

200 
200 

20 
20 

20 
12 

200 

1     20 

20 

1 

200 

20 

20 

200 

20 

20 

burgeons 

145 

16 

14 

145 

16 

14 

- 

20 

12 

1 

200 
250 

20 

12 

200 
250 

20 

'^''■'P^'"°^ 

90 
90 

2 

9 
9 

1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

90 
90 

12 

9 
9 

Gunners 



1 

Statement  rf  all  allowam. 

es  to  officers,  d-c- 

-Go 

itinued. 

Philadelphia. 

Washington. 

Gosport. 

B.aItimoro. 

Rank. 

i 
i 

1 

i 

1 

i 
1 

.2 

1 
"S 

1 

1 

1 

S 

1 

i 

1 

i 

S5 

1 

s 

1 

•3 

1 
1 
1 

a 

Captuiiis 

65  ,   30 

3 

30 

3 

300 

65 

Masters  comnl•vnd^nt    

200  ;   40      20 
200  ,   20  :  20 

200      20      12 

300 
200 
200 

40  !  "" 

2 

300      40 
200      20 

20 
20 
12 

2 

Lieutenants                       .          

20 
20 

20 
12 

■ 

! 

1 

1 

.... 

200      20  1  20 

200 
145 
200 

20      20 

1 

200 

20 
16 
20 

20 

. 

200 

20 

20 

, 

200  1  20  1   12 

^ 

20 

12 

200 
250 

12 

Cha  lains 

.... 

90      12        9 

90 

12 

« 

90 

12 

9 

Gunners 

, 

::::i::::r.::: 

1 

12 

9 

' 

^...1  ...i_.^. 

1 



1         1 

|-T-|-' 

Statement  of  all  alhnmnces 

to  office 

•s,  d-c 

— Continued. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

New  Orleans. 

Sacketfs  Harbor. 

Rank. 

a 

1 

1 

1 

i 

f 

1 

1 
1 

i 

6 

1 
6 

1 

"S 

1 

1 

X 

Candles. 
Cords  of  wood. 
Number  of  servants. 

Amount. 

'" 

65 

30 

3   ,     600  1   65 

3. 

3 

400 

65      30 

3 

$9,667  50 
4  551  00 

.    ..'         ..1 

■■■■| 

3  163  50 

Masters 

j 

240      20 

20 

1 

Surgeons'  mates    

1 

1   712  25 

12 

1 

'::.]'"..'..... 

3,470  UO 
750  00 

■■•■| 

i   j 

i'-q-  ■)■ 

1   1 

'    ■ 

^ 

.... 
1 

1  1 

$34,292  75 

1825.] 
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Statf'mcnl  of  the  pay  and  rations,  including  all  alhivancea,  of  tlie  mrr/pons,  ftjirgimifi'  males,  d-c,  aUaehed  to 
navy  hospitals — eaplanatm-y  of  the  second  item  of  appropriation. 


Rank  or  station. 

Portsmouth. 

New  York. 

Philadelphia. 

AVashington. 

Norfolk. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Surgeons 

1 

2 

1 

;       ; 

1 
2 

4 
4 
2 
4 
4 
2 

$5,2.39  00 
3  803  00 

Stewards 

Cooks 

470  50 

! 

20 

?11,821  00 

Statement  ef  the  pay,  iH-e.,  of  persons  required  for  llie  urdiiniry,  for  the  year  1826,  completing  the  explana- 
tions of  the  second  item  cf  appropriation. 


Yards. 

i 

1 

1 

1 
a 

2 

1 

6 

2 

1  = 

Is 

i 
1 

h 

1 

1 

1 

4 
12 
12 

4 
6 
12 

0 
24 
24 

6 

24 

10 
41 
41 
10 
15 
41 

$1,206  00 
6,629  00 
6,029  00 

; 

1 

1 
1 

1 

New  York 

1 

2,052  00 
6,029  00 

1          1 

1 

1 

' 

' 

,3 

4 

50 

.2 

158            524,531  00 

Statement  of  the  pjay  'f  the  civil  establishment  at  the  yards  and  stations — crplanatory  of  the  third  item  of 

appropriation. 


Portsmouth. 

Charlestown. 

Brooklyn. 

Philadelphia. 

S 

1 

1 

.a 

a 

1 

i 
1 

1 
1 

c2 

$1,200  00 
250  00 
600  00 



$1,700  00 
450  00 
900  00 
750  00 
360  00 
2,000  00 



S30 

$1,700  00 
450  00 
900  00 
750  00 
360  00 
2,000  00 

...... 

Clerk  of  the  yard    

600  00 
600  00 

$30 

Nava/consLTctoT"'^''"^ 

2,000  00 

2,300  no 

Draftsman                 .        .      ..                

;::::;  ::;::::::::: 

Clerk  to  coDstructor  and  clerk  of  the  check 

S20 

240  00 

420  00 
900  00 

35 

420  00 
900  00 

$25 

3(10  00 
700  00 

25 

300  00 

25 

300  00 

25 

300  00 

25 

300  00 

Kee*c'^rof  ma  azoe 

Machinist            

M'lstor  builder       ...•                                              

■ 



'■ 

$4,590  00 

$7,780  00 

$7,780  00      

$7,500  00 
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Statement  of  the  pay  of  the  civil  estaljliahment,  d-c- 

—Continued. 

Washingten. 

Gosport. 

J 

'ew  Orleans. 

j 

1^ 

Per  year. 

1 

1 

A 
1 

Per  year. 

Amount. 

SI, 700  00 
450  00 
900  00 

1,000  00 
480  00 

2,300  00 
480  00 

S30 

SI, 700  00 

450  on 

900  00 

750  00 

360  00 

2,000  00 

SI, TOO  00 

SI 0,900  00 
2,350  00 
4,800  00 
3,850  00 
1,560  00 

Clerk  to  atorekcepcr ' 

Clerk  to  the  commandant 

S40 





40 

480  00 

! 

Clerk  to  constructor  and  clerk  of  the  check . .       35 

420  00 

900  00 

1,500  00 

300  00 

35 

420  00 
-      900  00 

2,220  00 

Master  chain  cable  and  caboose  maker 

1  600  00 

Porter 

25 

25 

300  00 
480  00 

1  800  00 

Machinist  

1,500  no 

1,500  00 
1,200  00 

Master  builder 



1  500  00 

Master  plumber 

' 

$14,630  00 



$8,260  00 

§1,700  00 

S52,240  00 

IJ^/imate  of  jjrovitiivns  required  for  tlie  nam/ for  the  year  1826. 

For  vessels  in  conimission 4,268 

For  receiving  vessels 1 04 

For  ordinary 1  .'i8 

For  officers,  &c.,  awaitiiiii-  orders 159 


At  one  r 

itiun  iK'i 

day  eael 

,  niak 

Estimate 

.1  at  2.1 

■•■nts  ea.' 
!..•  dr,lu, 

I'c.l,  a^ 

4,68', 
1,711  485 


,.n,l,al,ly 


Leaving-  to  be  approiiriated  I'or  provisions  for  the  year  1826  the  sum  of. 


$427,871  25 
50,000  00 


Estimates  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards — explanatory  of  the  si.rth  item  if  ajijmiprialion. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. — For  launching--ways  of  frigates,  for  wharves,  for  Imildings  lor  aefdiummlatiiin 
of  officers  attached  to  the  yard,  for  leveling  and  filling  np  the  yard,  for  timlior  slirds  to  |in'- 
serve  the  timber  after  being  hewed  out.  for  want  of  wliirh,  in  ail  the  yards,  coiisiderabir  loss 
of  timber  is  incurred;  for  ivpaiis  of  buildings ' §10,000 

CiiARi.ESTOwx,  Mass.— For  .stone  ^yall  to  enclose  the  yard;  for  bnihiing  an,l  launching-ways  of  a 
frigate;  for  lannehiiig-ways  of  a  74;  for  causcAvay  to  connect  the  tw.i  bnililing-ways  with 
the  blacksmith's  sliop;  for  cutting  chnvn  and  leveling  tlievard;  for  timber  sIkmIs;  lor  boat 
houses;  fur  mnst  houses;  for  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  attache.l  to  the 
yard;   fir  additional   wharves  and  repairing  wharves;  for  repairs  of  buildings 40,000 

Nkw  ^■.iKK.-F.ir  cutting  down  and  leveling  the  yard;  fir  launchino--wavs  for  a  fri-'ate  and 
sloop-of-war;   lor    a   mast   house;   for   a   boat    hiiuse;   lor  limber  sli'eds;"lor   buildin-s   lor  the 

•"••■"lurno.latiou    of    tl Ili.M.rs    attach,.!   to    the    yard;     lor    bloeks   h,r    m.ioriiig   sliips;   f.r 

wiiarves  and  repairs  of  wharves;   for  repairs  ol  buildings ^5,000 

PniLADEU'UiA.— For  launching  ship  coiumenc<'d  in  1S21,  which  will  be  coiiipleti'd  in  the  ensu- 
ing year,  ■•the  probable  amount  of  $15,000;"  for  rejiairs  of  frii;-ates'  lannching-wavs;  for 
sloo]i-ol-war's  building  anil  launching-ways;  for  mast  house;  boat  house;  tin'iber  'sheds; 
fir  store  house 80,000 

WAsuixcTON-.^For  repairing  wharves  and  launcliin---wa vs;  fir  buildinn-s  fir  the  accmimoda- 
tion  of  ollieers  attaelnMl  to  the  yard;  fir  timber  sli'eds;  for  mast 'houses;  fir  repairs  of 
buildings,  &c 15,000 

GesiMKT.— For  buildin-    and    lannrhim-wavs   f.r   a   fri-a|e   and   sloop-of-war;   fir   lillint;-  up   the 

yard:    fu'  bui  Minus  lor  Ihe  aevonnno.lali. f  ollieers  atta,h,.,l  to  the  vard;   lor  timb'er  sheds; 

ior  boat   house;    lor  llla,■^t  house;   stori'  house's 40,000 

$170,000 
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0. 
Estimale  of  the  mmn  required  for  Ike  support  if  the  qlJkv  of  the  Nor,/  (Jommlsshnterx,  f,r  the  year  1S2G. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board §10,500 

Secretary 2,000 

Clerks,  per  act  of  April  20,  ISIS 3, .-.50 

Clerks  and  draftsman,  per  act  d'  .May  20,  ls24 4,000 

Messenger 700 

Contingent  expenses 1  ,SU0 


N.WY  CoM.MissioxER.s'  Office,  OvtoJier  1,   1825. 

Sir:  Upon  tlie  subject  of  the  estimate  C,  transmitted  \\-ith  onr  ennimuiiical  i<m  dl'  this  date,  the  Com- 
missioners beg  leave  to  observe,  with  rcsp^'d  in  the  cdiiii.ciisaliun  allowed  tn  the  (dciks  in  this  ofliee, 
that  a  sense  of  justice  impels  them  to  remark,  that  the  salaries  gna  lally  ai-c  hnvi'r  than  those  in  other 
ottices,  and  do  not  sufficiently  compensate  the  clerks  for  the  duties  they  actually  perform,  which  are  ardu- 
ous, and  require  constant  and  indefatigable  attention. 

The  following  shows  their  present  compensations,  and  those  which  the  Commissioners  respectfully 
propo.se,  viz: 


Present  comrensation. 

One at  .fil.GOO  00 

One 1,150  00 

One 1,000  00 

One 1,000  00 

One 1,000  00 

One 800  00 


$0,550  00 


Proposed  compensation. 

One at  $1,000 

One 1,150 

One 1,100 

One 1,100 

One 1,1(10 

One 1,000 


,0.'jO 


Averaginc 


§1,175 


The  draftsman's  duties  are  also  very  arduous,  and   they  are  jierformed  wiih  great  attention  and  the 
most   minute    accuracy.     He   well    deserves    additional    compensation,    and    the    Conmussiuners    would 
respectfully  recommend,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that  his  salary  be  raised  from  $1,000  to  $1,100. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon.  Sajiuel  L.  Sol'tii.vrd,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Exhihit  iihoiring  the  name 
Nary  Commissioners, 


stations,  salaries,  and  pjJaees  of  nativitt/,  of  all  the  persons  in  tJie  office  of  the 
ade  conformably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  iltli  April,  1816. 


Names. 

Stations. 

Place  of  nativity. 

Salaries. 

Wm   Bainbrid'<'e 

Secret; 

Chil.f  I. 
Chief  c 
Chief  c 
Chief  L 
Chief  c 
Drafts, 
lessen 

lit  of  tludioard 

>siolier 

IV 

l,"rk       

$3,500 
3,500 

Jacob  Jones  

('.  W.  (o.hlslM.nmgh 

2,000 

Wm.  G.  Ridgely 

lerk 

erk 

erk 

erk 

erk 

laii 

-i't'i'   

1  150 

Jos.  P.  APCorklc 

Delaware 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

1,000 
1,000 
1  000 

Robert  A.  Slv 

B.  S.  Ramloli.h 

C.  Schwartz 

B.  G.Howen 

Virginia 

Germany 

Maryland 

800 

1,000 

700 
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Statement  of  the  progress  made  under  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  rif  the  narij.  shmring  the  time  of 
commenring  and  completing  the  several  vessels,  and  ( see  jjapjer,  No.  1,J  the  e.rjicinlitares  Jor  eaclt. 

SIIIl'S    OF    THE    LINE LAUNCJIED. 

C.ilunihus,  liuiU  at  Wasliin-toii,  cuinmeuccd  May,  1816;  launrlird  AEaivli,  ISIO.  r>.'lawaro,  l.iiilt  at 
GosiM.rt,  roiiiinriiiv.l  An-ust,  isH;  launchud  October,  18'20.  Xoilh  Can.liaa,  built  at  I'hila.lrliihia, 
ciiiuiiiriK'c.l  Fcbniai-v,  1818;  luuuchcd  SciitcmlMT,  1S21.  Ulii.i,  built  at  Now  York,  c.iniiiK'Ucud  Novoiubfi-, 
1817;   laiuiclR'd  May,  18'2i).     Four  wliii>s  lauuchfd. 

SHirS    OF    T}IE    LINE BUILniN'O. 

One  at  I'uvt.smoutli,  N.  II.,  coinnu'iircd  June,  1819.  Two  at  (Miarlestowii,  ]^Iass. — niie  couirncnced 
September,  1818;  the  other  comtiieuciHl  May,  1822.  One  at  Pliiladelpliia,  coiiuueuced  .September,  1821. 
One  at  Gosport,  commenced  May,  1820.     Five  .slii[is  building-. 

Nine  ships  of  the  Ihie  built  aud  building. 

FRICATES LAUN'CHED. 

Potoiaae,  built  at  AVashins'tou,  comnienecd  Aug-ust,  1810;  launched  March,  1822.  Brandywiue, 
built  at  \Vasliiu"-t.in,  coiiuiienced  Seiitendier,  1821;   launched  June,  1825.     Two  Iri-'alcs  huuiched.  ' 


One  at  Fortsm.iuth,  N.  IT.,  commenced  Au-u.st,  1821.  Tw..  at  T.nM.klyn,  \.  Y.— No.  8,  connnenced 
July,  1820;  No.  10,  commenced  February,  1823.  One  at  I'hiladclphia,  commenced  riepteniber,  1820. 
Four  frigates  building. 

FPJG.VTES    TO    BE    BUILT. 

One  at  Charlestown,  ?^lass.;  the  rramc  and  ]]rincipal  materials  are  providi'il,  tlie  building  ways  nearly 
completed,  and  it  is  expected  tli<'  ke,-|  will  b<'  laid  this  autumn.  One  at  Washiugton;  the  frame  anil 
principal  malei-ials  p,-,„aire,l— the  keel  will  b.'  laid  in  the  ensuing  month,  (Novend.er.)  One  at  Gosport; 
the  frame  and  priniapal  luaterials  procured — the  building  ways  are  constructing,  and  preparations  making 
for  laying  the  koel  as  soon  as  the  ways  are  linished,  which  are  expected  to  be  completed  during  the 
present  year.     Three  frigates  to  be  bu'ilt. 

RECAI'ITUL-ATIOX. 

Built — four  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates. 
Building — five  ships  of  the  Hue,  four  frigates. 
Three  frigates  to  be  built. 

X,,TE.— The  ships  (,f  the  lin<'  and  frigates  now  building,  eveiit  the  ship  at  Philad.'lphia,  are  nearly 
in  as  linisheil  a  state  as  is  deemed  advisable,  until  there  is  a  probability  of  their  being  re(piired  for  ser- 
vic<';  by  leaving  them  iincanlkrd,  and  gi\ing  a  flee  circulation  of  air,  and  being  under  cover,  entirely 
]irotected  fr(]m  the  weather,  their  timbers  are  impro\ed  by  seasoning,  and  without  doubt  will  be  more 
durable  than  if  launchod  iiumedialely  on  being  built — they  can  be  launched  iu  about  ninety  days. 

The  ship  at  riiiladelphia  will  ivipure  about  live  months. 

C)ontracis  ha\e  been  made  for  all  the  anchors,  water  tanks,  copper,  iron,  and  other  imperishable 
materials,  exicpi  kentled'^o,  1,1  CMinplete  the  vesscls  authorized  under  ^-radual  increase.  Contracts  for 
kentled-r  will  be  made  in  th,'  ensuing  m.aith. 

Allhou-h  there  appears  .ui  the  Treasurer's  books  a  large  unexp.mded  balance  for  th.'  -radual  in.avase, 
yet  it  is  not,  in  the  opiiii.,n  of  the  boar.l,  too  much  to  meet  the  .lemands  of  exisiing  contracts,  and  ..ther 
expenditures  to  complete  the  vessels,  necessarily  growing  out  of  the  execution  of  the  law  lor  increasing 
the  navy. 

Owing  to  the  dillicultv  in  obtainimj,- mechanics,  particularlv  ship  carpenters,  it  has  n..t  been  iu  the 
power  of  the  commissi. ,ners  to  report  such  progress  in  the  various  operations  in  the  several  building 
vards  as  they  could  have  wished,  although  they  feel  confident  that  every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the 
couuuandaids  of  the  respective  yards. 
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Exhibit  of  e.rjwnditures  for  labor  and  materials  of  every  deitmpt'.un,  on  the  xliips  built  and  building  undc 
the  law  for  gradual  increase. 


Description  i,f  vessels.]     "g    o 


Am't  of  wages. 


rotiil  cost  0 
material. 


Expenditure.!! 
for  materials 


SHIPS    OP    THE    LI 
LAUNCHED. 

•Columbus 

•North  Carolina... 
•Delaware 


SHIPS    OF    THE     LINE 
BUILDING. 

t-At  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 
t  At  Charlesto'n,  Mass. 
f  At  Charlesto'Dj  Mass. 

jAt  Philadelphia 

f  At  Gosport 


FRIGATES    LAI 

JPotomac.... 
J  Brandy  wine. 


FRIGATES    BUILr 

§At  Portsmouth. 
§  At  New  York... 
§At  New  York... 
§At  Philadelphia 


Grand  Totals. 


79, 930 J 
L12,SU 
75,5SS| 


106,755  (KSi 
110,036  37! 


870,458  84 
112,085  69 
94,526  33 
119, .S28  00 


S79,?.S5  70 

74,991  80 

74,2.30  26 

62,145  86 


375,68Si 


55,169J 
39,751 
35,2112^ 
40,427' 
42,013i 


$596,966  91j 


$66,601  924 
55,012  01 
47,822  34 
55,583  40 J 
55,617  93 


$396,398  91 


$07,615  60 
83,260  21 
81,309  32 
94,109  53 
73,873  61 


$290,753  62 


$49,150  68 
40,401  801 


1,980  37:[ 
1,299  60 


212,563^ 


$430,168  27 


$87,039  036 
84,990  02 


$43,531  16 
59,541  51 


$46,145  89 
6r,244  022 


$72,849  10 
40,230  42 
40,223  45^ 
17,010  04 


$222,093  64 
227,313  91 
208,980  U9i 
198,483  90 


$170,319  Oli  [     $857,471 


54-1 


$3,970  72 

5,573  iGi 

871  46 


$13,453  Hi 


$1,603  35 
66,100  704 


32,930i 
36,578ri 
16,756 
29,009i 


$39,472  95 
47,865  832 
25,276  76 
37,411  264 


$55,072  57 
68,691  38J 
65,119  52i 
64,764  83 


$24,0.36  65 
23,114  53J 
5,713  64] 
17,198  97 


3,823  50 
736  12' 


.15,2744 


$150,026  814 


$253,648  36! 


$70,063 


$250,138  OIJ 


$150,743  00 
120,235  46 


106,274  40 
88,020   16 


280  40 
886  244 


$81,220  32 
95,629  42;} 
71,569  28 
83,954  964 


$332,373 


$2,049,370  194 


343,251  93] 
375,735  13 
308,520  27! 


$217,344  92,1 
184,247  47 


161,857  80 
143,638  09 


$871,996  45] 


$178,320  09 
201,870  26] 


$120,693  27 
143,495  26 

90,846  04i 
121,366  22? 


$482,400 


$3,249,052  054 


Statement  showing  the  progress  made  under  the  law  for  building  ten  sloop.^-<f-irar. 

Orders  were  issued  from  this  office  immediately  after  the  passage  of  tlie  law  to  the  rc^speetive  com- 
mandants of  the  several  navy  yards,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Philadelphia,  AVasliiiigtou,  and  Gosport,  for 
the  construction  of  one  sloop-of-war  at  each  of  the  navy  yards  under  their  command,  and  also  to  the 
conmiandants  at  the  yards  at  Cliarlestown,  Mass.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  make  arrangements  to  commence, 
immediately,  the  construction  of  three  sloops  at  each  yard,  two  of  which,  at  the  former,  and  one  at  the 
latter  yard,  will  be  launched,  and  one  at  the  former  ready  for  sea,  within  the  present  year. 

Contracts  for  the  timber,  and  other  materials,  required  for  all  the  sloops  autiiorized  by  law,  have 
been  made  iipmi  terms  iavoiable  to  government,  to  be  delivered  within  the  ensuing  year,  in  which  time, 
it  is  believed,  tlie  entire  mm. her  may  be  afloat. 


*  From  returns  made  up  to  3Ist  August 
t  Fi-iim  returns  made  up  to  31st  August. 
X  Under  "  all  other  materials"  for  this  sh 
utfits,  so  far  as  have  been  ascertained. 
§  From  returns  made  up  to  31st  August. 


included  ordnance  and  stores,  and  embraces  all  tho  expenditures  for  equipments  and 


126 


NAVAL    AFFAIES. 


[No.  268. 


Ej-hiinf  sh 
2jurvliai 


icing  the  ))cnne.-<  and  forcp  of  the  vps^eh  of  tlie  Uiiifed  Slahs  m 
I'd,  or  vaplured,  and  Ihe  ])iv.ierd  alak'  and  condition  of  the  iv.sw'/.s 


aho,  when  and  where  huilt, 
irdinarij  and  uti  the  laLvt;. 


Names  of  vessels. 

1 

1  "g 
1    1 

Where  built. 

State. 

Condition. 

74 
71 
74 
74 

74 

74 
74 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
36 
36 
36 
24 
24 
18 
IS 
13 
18 
12 
12 

12 

12 

1814 
1815 
1816 
1819 

1820 

1820 
1820 

1797 
1797 
1814 
1814 
1821 
1825 
1799 
1797 
1812 
1815 
1799 
1813 
1813 
1813 
]8('3 
1814 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1815 
1815 

Boston 

In  ordinary 

Inordinary 

In  ordinary 

Inordinary 

In  ordinary 

At  Boston;  would  require  an  examination 
of  her  copper,  and  some  slight  repairs, 
before  going  to  sea. 

At  New  York;  would  require  coppering,  and 
considerable  other  repairs,  to  fit  her  for 

Franklin 

Philadelphia 

Portsmouth 

Washington 

Gosport,  Va 

Philadelphia 

New  York 

examination,    and    considerable    repairs 

would  be  necessary  to  fit  her  for  service. 

At  Boston ;  would  require  an  examination 

of  her  copper  and  some  slight  repairs,  be- 
fore going  to  sea. 
Atdosport;  will  require    considerable  re- 

K<.rt.h Carolina 

pairs  before  going  to  sea. 
At  New  Y'ork;  her   copper    would   require 

Philadelphia 

would  be  necessary  to  fit  her  for  service. 

(Jo             

Philadelphia  ; 

At  Gosport. 
At  Boston. 
At  Washington. 

° 

Washington 

do             

Portsmouth 

Baltimore 

Under  cover 

Repairing 

At  Washington. 

In  service 

At  Gosport. 

I    ^      ..  " 

Cyane 

do         

do         

do         

do         

■^^°™"'' 

^P'"^'' 

Portsmouth 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

do             

do         

do         

Fulton  steam  frigate 

do            do     

^^"^ 

Siq>2)rex^ion  of  pirac;/. 


Names  of  vessels. 

Tons. 

Whore  built. 

State. 

Condition. 

53 
61 

do          

Steam  galliot  Sea  Gull 

Receiving  vessel 

At  Philadelphia. 

fill               

tlo          

Built 

Midge  barge 

. 

(Jo           

Ghent,  4  guns 

Chippewa,  74  guns  . . . 
New  Orleans,  74  guns . 


On  the  tall 


Erie.  Recommended  to  be  sold. 

Ontario.     Under  cover  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
Ontario.     Under  cover  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
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Slafcmrn!  of  Ihc  progrcsii  made  in  executing  the  imtruction^  of  the  honoralile  the  Secretanj  of  the  Naeij  of  the 

nth  February  lad. 

Oh  tlio  2()tli  Fel.iniaiy  the  sevenil  officers  commanding  the  naval  stations  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  Eric, 
and  Whitehall,  were  required  tn  iiirnnn  the  linanl  of  Navy  Commissionors  of  the  best  terms  on  which 
cdiitracts  could  be  obtained  for  the  tiaiis|»iit:itii>ii  i,f  the  ordnance  and  stores,  &c.,  from  the  several  stations 
to  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  "^'nrk,  and  n'(|iiirino-  them  also  to  furnish  the  board  with  a  list  of  such 
articles  which,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  more  adv  aiita^-cons  to  the  public  interest  to  sell  than  to  transport, 
as  well  as  at  what  prices  the  vessels  at  the  sevnal  sialions  would  sell  for. 

Mr.  Robert  Hugaiuin,  on  the  23d  March,  dtl.Tnl  ss,(M)0  f,,r  the  eight  vessels  then  lying  snnk  at  Sack- 
ett's Harl>or,  stipulating  to  raise  and  reiiiove  tliciii  within  eiglitceii  months.  The  Commissioners  accepted 
his  (itior,  and  his  l.unds,  with  securily,  liaw  \<rr\i  icccived  and  traiisniitt<  d  tn  your  Department. 

An  iill'er  was  also  ]na(U'  for  the  i.a<ly  of  th(^  Lake  and  the  gnn  boats  at  this  plat'e,  which  the  Commi.s- 
sioners  thought  not  equal  to  their  value,  and  ordered  them  to  be  advertised  f(r  sale  at  ijublic  auction, 
togetlier  with  such  other  articles  as  the  board  had  determined  to  sell  rather  than  have  tlimi  Iraiispoitcd, 
lists  (jf  which  were  furnished  to  the  commandant  of  that  station,  and  similar  lists  also  tiansniittcil  to  tlie 
commanding  olHccrs  of  the  two  other  stations,  who  were  directed  to  sell  at  auction,  in  adilition  to  the 
articles  ciul>raced  in  those  lists,  all  vessels,  boats,  launches,  cV:c.,  i_V,c.,  except  the  Ghent,  at  Eiic. 

Contracts  to  transport  such  articles  as  niiglit  be  cleli\-ered  lor  that  purpose  were  made  Avith  Messrs. 
Dennison  and  Ely,  from  Sackett's  Harbor,  R.  B.  Heacock,  from  Erie,  and  Ezra  Smith,  from  Whitehall,  and 
their  bonds,  with  seeinity  Iol-  the  performance  of  their  contracts,  received,  and,  together  witli  the  contracts, 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Paper  No.  1,  hereto  annexed,  will  show  the  articles  which  liave  been  transported  under  these  contracts 
to  the  Nav3^  yard  at  Brooklyn,  up  to  the  15tli  September. 

No.  2  will  show  the  amount  of  sales  at  the  several  stations,  so  far  as  have  been  received,  to  have 
been$52,151.2T. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  stores,  &c.,  &c.,  at  the  several  stations  -will  lia\-e  been  soM  m-  transpoited 
within  the  present  year,  so  that  all  the  persons  now  at  each  statiem  may  Lie  transferred,  except  one  captain 
or  master  commandant  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
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N(.i.  2. 
JSlatemenl.  ofmles  made  at  Sack'elt's  Harhor,  Erie,  and  WhiteJiall — e.rplanalorij  of  part  of  paper  H. 

April  30,  1825,  at  Sackett's  Harbor $8,000  00 

May  25,  1825,  at  Sackett's  Harbor 989  56 

.Innr  (1,  1S25,  at  Sa.'k<'tfs  IIarb..r 503  50 

.lulv  I'.l    IS-J.'.,  at  Whil.'liall 5,270  (51 

Au-ust  1,  1^^25,  at  Sa.krtfs  Ilarl.or 27,104  45 

August  8,  1825,  at  Erir 8,200  93 

August  10,  1825,  at  Whitohall 1,350  22 

$52,151  27 


Estimate  of  pay  for  offieers.  non-eommix^imied  offieer.-;  iiuisiciaii^,  and  priraten,  and  unbsisteueefor  the  < 
<,f  tJir  Ciitrd  Stairs  marnir  eorj)^,  J'or  lite  i/rar  iii-26. 

I'AY. 

One  lioutouaiit  c.ildiiol  coiumaiidaiit.  ]>or  iiioiitli  $:r, $900   00 

Our  licutonaiit  Cdloiiol,  jior  iiinnth  $00 720   0(1 

One  paymaster,  per  iimnth  $5(1 000   00 

One  qiwrtonnastcr,  per  nioiitli  8(-.t' 720  OO 

Seven  captains,  j.cr  month  $40 3,300   00 

Twenty-three  lirst   lieutenants,  per  niontli  $30 8,280   00 

Sixteeii  second  lieutenants,  per  nn  >ntli  $25 4 ,  800   00 

One  snrn-con,  ]ier  month  $50 000   00 

One  snr-voi,\s  niate,  [.er  month  $40 480   00 

One  sor-cant  ni.iioi-,  p.r  month  $10 120   00 

One  <|nart<'jniaster  sor^cant,  l)er    niunth  §10 120   00 

One  drum  major,  per  month  $9 1 08  00 

One  fife  major,  per  month  $9 108  00 

Seventy-one  sergeants,  per  month  $9 7 ,  008  90 

Seventy-tliree  corporals,  per  month  $8 7  ,  008  00 

Twenty  drummers,  |,cr  month  $7 1 ,  080   00 

Twenty  liters,  per    month  $7 1,080   00 

Seven 'iiundred  and   titty  privati's,  per  month  $t; 54,000  00 

Extra  pay  for  adjutant'and  inspector,  per  month,  $30 300   00 


$93,312  00 


SUBSISTENCE 


One  lieutenant  colonel,  six  rations  per  day,  and  six  as  commandant,  12  rations 

per  day,  is  4,380  rations,  at  20  cents . ". $870  00 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  five  rations  per  day,  is  1,825  rations,  at  20  cents 305  00 

One  paymaster,  four  rations  per  day,  is  1,460  rations,  at  20  cents 292  00 

One  (piarterniastt'r,  four  rations  per  day,  is  1,460  rations,  at  twenty  cents 292  00 

Se\en  captains,  three  rations  per  day  each,  is  7,665  rations,  at  twenty  cents.  .  .  1,533  00 
Twenty-three  liist  lieutenants,  four  rations  per  day  each,  is  33,580  rations,  at  20 

cJnts 6,710  00 

Sixteen  .second    lient(Miants,  tiu-ee  rations   per  day  each,  is  17,520   rations,  at   20 

cents ' 3,504  00 

One  sur.geoii,  tW(i  rations  \<ev  day,  is  730  rations,  at  twenty-five  cents 182  50 

One  surU'on's  mate,  two   ration.s  per  dav,  is  730  rations,  at  20  cents 140  00 


$107,218  50 


JOS.  L.  KUIIN,  P.  31.  31  a 

Head-qiarters  of  Marixe.s, 

Faymaster^s  Office,  Washinrjton,  November  29,  1825. 


Estimate   for  expenditures  in  the  quartermaster's  dej.arlaient  of  the   United  States  marine  corps  for  the 

near  1S20. 

For  393  non-connnissi,.ne,l  officers,  musi,-ians,  privates,  and  washei'women,  at 
on,,  ration  per  dav,  eaeli,  (si^rvin- on  sla.re)  niakinu,-  14:!,080  rations,  at  12 
cents  per  lation,  is 817,109   00 

For  570  non-coimnission.-d  oftn'ers,  musicians,  and  privates,  (all.jat,)  at  ..ne  ration 

per  dav,  eacii,  is  208,050  rations,  at  25  cents  per  ration 52,012   50 

$69,182    10 


1825.]  REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    THE    NAVY.  131 


CLOTHING. 

For  958  non-commissioned  officers,  nmsiciaiis,  and  privates,  at  $30  eacli,  is 28,140  00 

For  100  watcli-coats,  at  $0.25  eacli 625  00 

$28,165  00 

FUEL. 

For  the  non-commisf3ioned  officer.?,   musicians,  privates,   and  washer  women,   on 

shore,  and  for  the  public  offices,  hospitals,  and  armory 6,000  00 

CONTINGENCIES. 

For  traveling  expenses  for  officers  and  transportation  for  men,  freiglit  of  stores 
from  one  station  to  another,  toll,  ferriag-e,  wharfage  and  cartage,  expenses 
of  recruiting,  per  diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of 
inquiry,  compensation  to  judge  advocates,  house  rent  and  chamber  money 
where  there  are  no  publii'  (|narti'rs  assiu^icd,  iiici(h>iital  labor  in  liie  (|uarter- 
master's  department,  exiiciiscs  i.f  Inn  vini;- (icccascd  persons  l)clon,ij,-iiig  to  the 
corps,  printing  and  stationci-y,  postage  o}i  piil>li<-  Ictlrrs,  forage,  per  diem 
allowance  to  officers  on  extra  duty,  expenses  of  puisuing  deserters,  keeping 
in  repair  the  barracks  at  the  different  stations,  straw  lor  the  men,  barrack 
furniture,  spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenter's  tools;  and  for  no 
other  purposes  whatever $13,500  00 

For  sundry  expenses    arising  in  tlie  current  year,  not  hereinbefore  mentioned..         500  00 

14,000  00 

MEOK'INES. 

For  medicines,   hospital  stm-cs,  and   instruments  for  the  officers  and  marines  on 

shore 2,369  U 

B.\RR.\CKS. 

For  building  officers'  quarters  and  repairing  barracks  at  Pliiladelpliia 9,000  00 

$129,316  81 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  J.  WEED,  Q.  31.  31.   C. 

Head-qu.\rter3  M.vrine  Corps,  Qun)ii'nnaf:ti'r' s  Office,  November  4,  1825. 


Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  siqyport  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1826. 

Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  Congress  of  20th  February,  1820 $6,000  00 

Compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  per  act  of 

Congress  20th  April,  1818 ' 8,200  00 

Compensation  for  one  additional  clerk,  per  act  of  Congress  of  26th  May,  1824 1,000  00 

Compensation  to  the  messenger  and  assistant  messenger 1,050  00 

Contingent  expenses \ 2,000  00 


$18,250  00 

Compensation  for  one  additional  clerk 1,000  00 

Addition  to  the  salary  of  one  clerk,  from  $800  to  $1,000 '2OO  00 

$19,450  00 


N.wv  Deiwrtmext,  3Iarch  3,  1825. 
Sir:  a  law  liaving  passed  which  authorizes  the  building  of  ten  sl(M)|.s-of-\var,  it  is  inqxirtant  that 
immediate  measures  be  taken  to  carry  it  into  execution,  especially  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  the  mate- 
rials iKjw  on  hand. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  upon  tlie  sul>ject,  and  complete  as  many 
as  circumstances  will  permit  in  the  course  of  the  spring  and  summer, 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAME,  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Com.  Wsi.  B.uNBRiDOE,  President  Naval  Board. 
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lOTFlCoXfiRESS.]  No.    269.  [1st  SkSSIOX. 

OX  A  CLAIM  FOR  PURSER'S  SMALL  STORES,  LOST  BY  THE  CARTURE  OF  THE  SLOOF-OF- 

WAR  WASP. 

roMMrxicwTEn  to  the  iiorsE  of  represext.^tives  pecembek  19,    182.5. 

Mr.  Stores,  from  l!io  Comiiiitteo  on  N;ival   Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  i)etitioii  of  Catliarine  Wise, 
willow  of  George  S.  Wise,  deceased,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  said  petition  and  documents  under  their  consideration,  and  iind  tliat  the  said 
George  S.  Wise  was  a  purser  in  the  navy,  attached  to  the  slo<ip-ui-\var  the  AVasp,  before  and  during-  the 
time  of  her  cruise  in  which  she  was' captured;  that  it  was  his  duty,  as  pinscr  of  the  ship,  to  furnish  to  the 
men  on  board  the  said  sloop-of-war  certain  articles  necessary  ti<  their  lirulth  and  comfort,  usually  called 
smal!  s/anv:  that  tlierc  was  on  board  the  said  vessel,  wlien  caiitincd,  articles  of  that  description  to  a  con- 
sidrralilc  aiiininit  in  value.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  his  n>presentatives  are  entitled,  in  justice 
and  e(|iiitv,  to  lie  ric  dited  by  the  accounting  officers  nf  ilu'  lic|iartnient,  the  amount  of  all  such  articles 
as  it  shall' satisfacldiilv  appear  to  them  were  on  tmard  thi>  said  sliMip-of-war  at  thetime  of  her  capture,  and 
furnished  by  the  said '(;,■.„•-,,  S.  Wise  Wn-  the  use  .,f  said  slo.,p-of-war,  on  her  said  cruise,  and  for  that 
purpose  they  have  diieitcd  a  bill  U>  be  reported. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  270.  [1st  Session. 

PROCEEDINGS  AND  DOCUMENTS  OF  COURTS-MARTIAL  AND  OF  INQUIRY  ON  THE  COURSE 
OF  COMMODORE  DAYIK  PORTER,  IN  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY,  TRANSPORTATION 
OF  SPECIE  AND  IN  THE  PURSUIT  OF  THE  PIRATES  AT  FOXARDO,  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 
PORTO  RICO. 

COMMUXICATED    to    the    SEXATF,    DECEMBER    '2Cl,     1826. 

Navy  Department,  December  22,  1825. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  rrs.ilntioii  of  the  Sniatc  nf  the    14th   inst.,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  "be 

directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  belure  tin'  Seiiati'  the  proreedines   and  judgment  of  the  court  of  inquiry,    in 

relation  tn  the  emplevuK'nt  of  the  sipiadnin  under  < 'enuninlei-e  I'mter,  fiu-  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the 

West  Indies,  and  tlie'transp  ,rlali(i:i  .>l'  sp  M-ie  in  ves-^els  nf  the    United  Slat.'s  during  the  years  1823  and 

1S24,  and  also  the  pnieeedinns  of  th<'  ( il-inail  iai  in  iclerenee  to  the  transaetiuus  at  Foxardo,"    I  have 

the  honor  to  send  a  printed  volume,  which  contains  t\u-  ininrn.atiuu  called  for, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  veiv  respeel  full  V,  \-c., 

SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Presidext  <flhv  Senair  ,>f  the  Uitilrd  Staler. 


MINUTES    OF   PROfEEDIXGS    OF  THE    rOFRT    OF    IXQUIEY    AXfl    rOVRT- JI.ARTI.\T„    IN    RELATION  TO  CAPTAIN 
DAVID  I'ORTEK:  CONVENED  AT  WASlilNliTON,  D.  C,  ON   TIUIUSDAY,    THE    SEVENTH    DAY  OF  JULY,  A.   D. 


To  Isaac  Cliaunrr,/,  Esq..  Caplniii  in  llir  Xactj  n/'llir   Ciilr,!  S/„lrs: 

It  havinii-  been  made  to  ap]iear  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  on  or  about  the  fourtccntii 
day  of  X.iveuiber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei.-ht  hnn.hed  and  twenly-four,  David  Porter, 
Esquire,  a  captain  in  the  liavy  of  the  United  States,  thoi  in  eouunan.l  of  the  naval  lorces  of  the  United 
Stat<>s  in  the  Wot  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  did,  with  a  part  of  the  uiilitarv  force  wuhn-  his  command, 
f(U-cibly  land  up.uj  th.'  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  his  c'uholie  Majesty  the  King  of 
Spain.'then  and  still  at  peac'e  and  in  aniily  with  the  Coveinment  of  the  Inil.d  Slates,  an<l  di.l  then  an,l 
there  commit  acts  of  hostilitv  within  the  territories,  and  a;^ainst  the  subjeeis,  of  the  said  King  of  Spain: 

The  President  ..f  the  Unit.'d  States  has  d,...uied  an  iuip.iry  into  the  cou.luet  ,,f  the  said  David  Porter, 
on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  int..  the  causes  which  led  to  the  same,  to  be  n.'eessary  and  proper. 

And  whereas  certain  represiMilations  having  been  ma. h'  b.  th.'  ( b.v.umnent  ..f  th.>  Unite.l  States,  in 
re"-ard  to  th..  .■mph.vm.uit  ..f  the  naval  lor.'es  .ifth.'  Unit.'.!  States  in  thi'  \\'..st  In. lies  and  Culf  of  Mexic.i, 
seUin.-  lorth  in  sub'stan.v,  that,  in  ih.'  vear  ..n.'  th..usan.l  ei-ht  hnu.bv.l  and  I  w.^nt  v-lour,  the  sai.l  naval 
lores'  w.uv  n..t  euiph.ve.l  iu  Ih.'  suppr.'ssi.ui  ..f  pira.-y  in  th.'  ni..st  .'neetiv.'  uiann.'r,  but  w.av  eniph.yed 
in  the  transp..rtali.,u  .'.f  sp.'ei.',  an.l  iu  ..iher  ..bj.'cts  .,f  iideri..r  ui..ni.'nt,  b.  th.'  neghn-t  of  the  public  inte- 
rests; and  the  sai.l  Davi.l  l'.,rt<'r,  .■..nsi.lering  his  eon.luct  an.l  chara.-t.u-  as  th.>  c.unniau.l.T  .if  sai.l  lorces 
to  be  thereby  impli.-at.'.l,  has  r.'.pi.'sted  ..f  this  Itepartment  that  an  iu.|uiry  be  nia.l.'  into  the  truth  of  said 
rcpresentali.ins; 

'I'he  i'r.'si.l.nt  ..f  till'  Unil.'.l  Slab's,  in  eonsideratiou  of  the  premises,  has  charged  nic  to  convene  a 
court  .il' in.piiiv   I'.u-  th.'  purpose  of  examining  into  the  matters  aforesaid. 

Yon  are  there  hue  h.T.'by  .  ir.l.ied  to  proceed  to  the  Nav3'  j'ard  at  the  city  of  Wasliington,  on  or  before 
the  second  day  of  May  next,"to  act  as  a  member  of  said  court,  and  to  olliciate  as  the  president  thereol'. 
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Orders  are  also  transmitted  to  Captain  Wni.  M.  Crane  and  Captain  George  C.  Read,  to  appear  at  the 
time  and  place  aforesaid;  ai.d  Pueliard  S.  Coxe,  Esquire,  is  also  appointed  judge  advocate,  and  will  report 
himself  to  you  in  that  capacity  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid. 

Ami  the  said  court  is  hereby  required  to  convene  and  organize  at  the  said  Navy  yard  at  AVashington, 
on  the  said  scemul  day  of  May,  and  is  authorized  and  directed  to  summon  before  it  smh  persmis  as  may 
be  deemed  iiecessai-y  to  give  "information  touching  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  is  als..  ciiiiMiwcieil.  aiidio- 
rized  and  directed,  diligently  and  strictly  to  inquire  into  the  said  matters,  to  make  a  statement  of  the  I'uets 
in  relation  to  the  same" as  they  shall  appear  to  the  court;  and  particularly  to  examine  into  and  report  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  conduct  of  the  said  David  Porter  at  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  before  mentioned; 
and  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  were  em)d(iyed  in  the  most 
eifective  manner  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  or  in  objects  of  inferior  moment,  t(i  the  iir-lci-t  .if  tlie  pul)lic 
interests;  all  of  which  you  will  transmit  to  this  Department,  to  be  submit  ted  to  tlic  I'lcsidcnt  nf  tlie 
United  States  for  his  consideration.  And  for  your  so  doing,  this  shall  be  Ui  you  and  all  euneerned  a 
sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal  of  the  Navy  Departm.-nt  ol  the  United  States,  at  the  eity  of  Waslmig- 
ton,  this  nineteenth" of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lmd  one  thousand  eight  hundre<l  an<l  twenty-live,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-niutli. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,     [l.  s.] 
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of  the  Navy,  by  which  lie  would   be  apprised  > 
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:  which  t 

3Iinu(es  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  riiquiri/.  (Hn-rln-J  fo  iiirr.</ii/alc  Ihr  coiuhi<-l  nf  D:i,-i,l  P<ni<'r,  l^ujiiirr, 
a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  S/nlrs.  ri,i,rr„r,l  at  l/if  Xuri/  ijnnl  In  Ihr  rihj  .,/'  \\;i.<hl mjlnn ,  il,l^ 
sec07id  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  tliDiiynml  cli/hl  lunidrfil  ami  lin-nl ij-jirr,  In  nlinlicncc  h,  Ihr  prri-rpt 
of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  the  ninclrvnfh  day  of  AprU,  182.5,  ivlnvh  is  here- 
unto annexed,  and  marked  A. 

Captain  Isaac  Chatincey,  appointed  in  and  by  the  said  precept,  as  pivsident  of  said  court,  and  Cap- 
tains William  M.Crane  and  George  C.  Read,  members  tliercol,  and  KiehanI  S.  Cuxe,  judge  advocate, 
appeared. 

Captain  David  Porter  also  appeared,  and  being  asked  whether  In-  had  any  olijec-lion  to  ofCor  against 
either  of  the  members  of  the  court,  replied  that  he  had  no  specific  objection  to  urge,  bat  that  ho  bad  some 
remarks  which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  court  atloi-  it  \\-,is  organi/.rd,  and  pre\ioiis 
to  its  proeccding  to  make  the  investigation  for  wliieh  it  was  eonveiied.      Whcroiipon,  the  oath  prescribed 

the  prosidmt  and  members  of  the  court, 
1  by  law  to  be  taken  by  him. 
itaiiiing  ci'ttain  remarks  ujion  the 
,;h  was  annexed  to  the  record,  and 

te  on  the  same;  after  some  time  it 
lad  been  instliieted  to  ivail  to  him 
tions  of  the  eoiii-t,  to  thi'  Seefetary 
.•oiut  had  taken  with  regard  to  the 
paper  submitted  by  him.  Which  letter  was  read,  annexed,  and  marked  C. 
The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

TuEsnAY,  May  3. 

The  court  met  jjursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  v  sterdav:  present  as  before. 

The  judge  advocate  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  a  eominunieatioii  from  the  honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  answer  to  the  letter  yesterday  addressed  to  him;  which  \vas  annexed  to  the  record, 
and  marked  D. 

The  judge  advocate  then  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  certified  copies  from  the  Navy  Department 
of  certain  papers  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  (Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6.) 

Charles  T.  Piatt,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

On  the  24th  October  last,  as  I  believe,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  received  a  communication 
from  Messrs.  Cabot,  Baily  and  Co.,  commercial  agents  at  St.  Thomas,  informing  me  that  their  store  had 
been  forcibly  ontcnd  tho  preceding  night,  and  robbed  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars.  I  Voinniandnl  ihc  Pxagh',  then  at  St.  Thomas.  With  this  communication  I  received  also  a 
request  from  Messrs.  Cab, it  aial  liaily  to  assist  in  recovering  the  goods.  I  went  on  shore  and  called  on 
them,  and  there  leaincl  from  nioi-eliants  who  had  lieon  previously  robbed  at  the  same  place,  that  they  had 
good  reason  for  sup]iosing  that  these  •^■,),iils  hiel  bi'en  lal;en  to  Foxardo,  or  in  that  noighliorhood. 

I  lost  no  time  in  getting  my  vessel  r,'aily  Ibr  sea,  took  with  me  a  pilot  fnrnishi',1  ri-,iin  the  shore,  and 
a  clerk  of  Messrs.  Cabot  and  Baily,  with  a  description  of  tiie  goods  that  had  been  stolen.  On  the  evening 
of  the  26th,  about  6  o'clock,  I  anchored,  with  my  colors  flying,  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  It  was  then 
so  late  that  the  pilot  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  on  shore,  or  was  not  capable  of  showing  me  the  way. 
Early  the  next  morning  (the  ^Tth)  a  lioat  came  alongside  with  a  message  from  the  captain  of  the  port, 

I  inquire.l  whitber  la^'was  ae, |iiaint<'d  willi  the  character  of  tlie  vessel ;  to  Avhieh  he  replied,  yes. 
Lest  he  might  be  mistaken,  1  direeleil  him  to  inlorni  the  captain  of  the  port  that  it  was  the  United  States 
schooner  Beagle,  and  that  1  should  be  on  the  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  At  about  half-past  six  I  landed; 
I  was  there  met  by  a  parcel  of  lailHaiis;  I  could  hardly  tell  what  they  were.  One  of  them  informed  me 
that  I  could  not  proceed  up  to  the  village.  1  impiired  of  him  who  he  was,  whether  he  was  an  officer  or 
not?  He  gave  me  no  satisl'aetion  whatever,  but  niercdy  repeated  that  I  could  not  proceed  up  to  the  town. 
I  then  proceeded  on  without  any  interruption  whatever,  having  been  advised  so  to  do  by  some  citizens 
whei  were  there,  who  intoinied  me  these  people  had  no  authority  to  stop  me.  Having  entered  the  village, 
I  first  went  to  the  captain  of  the  iiort,  having  been  iiilonned  b'y  a  gentleman,  a  citizen  of  the  place,  that 
this  was  proper.     I  iuhjrmed  the  eajitain  of  the  [iiirt  of  the  iibject  of  my  visit,  and  my  reasons  for  appear- 
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ing-  in  citizen's  dress,  and,  after  producing  the  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Campos,  he  appeared  perfectly 
sati.slied  with  my  character,  and  directed  me  to  call  on  the  alcalde,  and  inform  hini.  I  called  upon  the 
alcalde  and  explained  to  him  my  object,  and  again  produced  the  letter  to  Mr.  Campos.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  with  my  character,  and  appeared  very  much  pleased  that  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  come  on 
shore  in  citizen's  dress. 

He  then  stated  that  he  had  no  dunht  that  lie  slimild  lie  alile  to  obtain  the  goods  before  night,  or 
ascertain  where  they  were.  This  cdiiversatiun  was  entirely  lietweeu  ourselves,  the  interpreter  only 
being  present,  every  one  else  being  out  of  hearing.  He  said  the  recovery  of  the  goods  would  probably 
be  attended  with  some  expense.  I  replied,  that  if  it  was  necessary  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  recovery  (if 
the  goods,  I  was  authorized  to  offer  one,  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars.  I  then  proposed  g(jing 
round  to  the  different  stores  where  it  was  possible  those  goods  might  have  been  deposited,  with  the 
police,  and  examine  the  goods,  and  see  if  they  corresponded  with  the  samples  and  descriptions  we  had. 
It  was  supposed  that  the  goods  which  had  been  stolen  were  the  only  goods  of  that  description  in  the 
country.  He  told  me  to  let  that  matter  rest,  to  let  him  manage  the  afiair.  He  observed,  that  as  I  had 
very  properly  taken  the  precaution  to  come  on  .shore  in  citizen's  clothes,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  let  it 
rest  entirely  with  him;  that  if  I  accompaned  him,  it  might  excite  some  suspicion.  I  accordingly  went  to 
a  public  lidiise  and  took  my  breakfast.  About  an  hour  after  I  had  finished  my  breakfast,  I  received  a 
message  fniiii  the  alcalde,  re([iiesi iiig  me  to  call  at  his  office.  I  was  then  under  the  impression  that  he 
had  made  .smiie  dise.iveries  in  lespect  to  the  goods  that  I  was  in  search  of.  I  went  over  to  his  office 
directly.     Lieut.  Jiitchie  and  the  pilot  were  with  me,  to  see  what  the  result  was. 

I  inquired,  on  my  arrival  al  the  ofliei,'  of  the  alcalde,  whether  he  had  sent  for  me,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose. To  this  the  captain  of  the  port  replied,  in  the  most  provoking  and  insulting  manner,  that  he  had 
sent  for  me  for  the  purp(jse  of  demanding  my  register.  1  iiirormed  tlu'iii  that  I  had  previously  otlered  to 
show  my  commission,  my  uniform  and  my  colors,  that  I  had  no  register,  that  a  man  of  war  carried  none. 
He  then  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  produce  my  register  at  once,  he  w(.iiil(l  imprison  me.  I  then  reipiested 
permission  to  go  on  board  my  vessel  with  any  ollicer  they  might  choose  to  go  with  me,  and  that  1  would 
satisfy  them  of  the  character  of  my  vessel  and  of  myself.  I  then  stated  to  them  that  the  insult  which  I  had 
re(.-eive(l  li-oiii  them  was  of  that  nature  that  it  could  not  be  overlooked  on  my  part,  and  that  I  should 
make  a  formal  report  of  it  to  Commodore  Porter;  and,  lest  that  they  might  deny  that  they  arrested  and 
imprisoned  me,  that  I  should  proceed  directly  on  board  my  vessel,  and  leave  the  port.  1  left  the  office 
with  the  design  of  returning  to  my  vessel,  when  I  was  pursued  by  soldiers,  who  took  me  by  the  collar, 
arrested  and  brought  me  back. 

I  then  considered  myself  as  a  prisoner.  After  detaining  me  about  an  hour  under  charge  of  the  sen- 
try, with  Mr.  i;it(hie  iiiiil  the  pilot,  they  consented  to  let  me  send  Mr.  Bedford,  the  clerk,  who  had  been 
sent  down  by  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily,  on  board  the  vessel,  for  my  commission.  I  sent  him  on  board,  and 
directed  him  to  bring  my  commission  and  uiiifoini,  though  they  did  not  require  the  latter.  Mr.  Bedford 
returned  with  them.  I  put  on  my  uniform  and  showed  them  my  commission,  observing  it  was  a  thing 
which  had  never  lieen  required  of  me  belore. 

After  peihaps  lit'leen  miiiiiles'  (lelilieiation  on  the  subject  they  pronounced  the  commission  a  forgery, 
and  me  a  ilaniiK d  pirate,  ami  oidei-ed  me  to  be  confined  in  the  jail.  They  called  it  the  King's  house,  and 
not  knowing  what  that  meant,  1  thought  they  were  about  taking  me  to  the  most  genteel  house  in  the 
place.  So  soon  as  I  approached  near  enough  to  discover  that  it  was  a  guard  house,  well  calculated  to 
produce  the  yellow  fever  or  plague,  I  objected  to  being  confined  there,  and  said  I  would  not  be  unless 
they  compelled  it  by  force  of  arms.  In  about  ten  minutes  they  returned  me  to  the  quarters  from  which 
they  had  taken  me,  and  placed  me  under  charge  of  a  sentry.  After  my  return,  I  directed  the  interpreter 
to  inquire  what  their  object  was;  whether  they  meant  to  detain  me,  or  what  they  wanted.  The  answer 
was  they  would  detain  me  until  they  heard  from  St.  John's,  as  I  had  produced  n(jthing  to  satisfy  them  of 
my  character.  I  informed  them  that  what  I  had  already  shown  them  was  all  that  it  would  lie  in  my 
power  to  show  them  after  hearing  from  St.  Johns.  They  informed  me  1  had  shown  nothing  to  satisfy 
them  that  I  was  ever  ordered  to  that  vessel  as  a  lieutenant  commandant. 

I  then  requested  permission  to  send  on  board  for  mj'  orders;  it  was  granted;  I  sent  on  board  and  got 
them.  After  producing  my  orders,  they  called  a  council,  detained  me  till  about  fifteen  minutes  before 
sun-down,  confined.  I  was  then  set  at  liberty,  and  (jrdered  to  go  on  board  my  vessel,  which  I  did, 
laughed  and  hissed  at  by  every  blackguard  in  the  street.  In  this  way  1  left  the  village,  went  on  board 
my  vessel,  and  got  under  way. 

On  the  12th  of  November  I  was  standing  out  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  and  discoveird  the  John 
Adams,  with  her  broad  ]ieiidant  flying,  standing  in  to  the  harhor.  As  soon  as  the  commodore  came  to 
anchor,  I  went  on  lioard  ami  reported  myself  to  him,  and  iiieiitioiied  the  circumstances  that  had  led  to  my 

visit  to  Foxardo,  and  the  treatment  I  met  with  there.     'I'he  ( n lore  replied  that  a  written  report  was 

necessary.      I  inforiiie(l  him  it  should  be  done  directly;   that  my  not  expecting  him  so  soon  was  the  cause 

why  it  had  not  already   been   mad it.      'flic  coniiiMi(|ore  liirtiier   inronned   ine  that    if  the  circuinslances 

of  the  case  would  juslity  my  going  there  as  1  did,  that  he  would  visit  Fo.vaido,  ami  olitain  redress  bir  the 
insult  offered  to  my  |iersoii,' and  to  the  Hag  of  the  United  States.  1  referred  the  coinmodore  to  Mr.  Cabot 
and  Mr.  Fiii  ness,  Imth  conimercial  agents  at  that  place,  who  would  inform  him  that  idliheries  of  the  same 
kind  had  been  before  committed,  and  the  goods  stolen  traced  to  Foxardo,  or  ilie  neighliorhood. 

The  commodore  directed  me  to  go  on  sluire  and  request  Mr.  Cabot  to  come  on  hoard  and  at  the  same 
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and  Beagle,  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  The  barges  were  officered  and  manned,  and  about  landing;  at 
this  time  one  of  Ihern  had  been  sent  to  attack  a  fort  on  an  eminence  at  the  beach.  Commodore  Porter,  at 
the  same  time,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Stribling,  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  alcalde  of  the  place. 

At  half-past  eight  we  commenced  marching  up  from  the  liUMling  to  the  village,  which  was  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  distant.  We  walked  it  in  about  fifttcn  or  twenty  minutes.  After  we  arrived  within 
about  forty  rods  of  the  village,  in  a  few  minutes  we  diseovcnd  ;i  lield  piece  ahead,  with  a  number  of  men 
with  muskets.  Commodore  Porter  ordered  us  to  halt;  about  iilleen  minutes  after  we  discovered  a  white 
flag,  which  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Stribling,  the  alcalde,  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  the  inter- 
preter. The}'  professed,  when  they  met  the  commodore,  not  to  know  the  object  of  his  visit;  the  commo- 
dore informed  them  they  ought  to  have  known  that  from  the  tenor  of  his  note.  Asked  them  if  they  had 
not  confinod  me  after  knowing  that  I  was  an  American  ofiBcer,  and  why  they  had  done  so?  The  alcalde 
admitted  ho  had  confined  mo  after  knowing  I  was  an  American  officer,  but  said  that  he  was  not  to  blame, 
as  he  had  been  forced  to  do  so  by  others.  The  commodore  iiifdrincd  him  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  other  person;  that  he  was  the  alcalde,  and  chief  magistiatc  of  the  placi',  and  that  he  held  him  n's|)(iii- 
sible  for  the  insult  oifered  to  me  and  to  the  flag.  Tliat  as  hr  had  the  i.owcr  of  conliiiiii^:-,  lie  icrtainlv 
had  the  power  of  releasing  me.  The  commodore  then  infoinicd  him  liicic  was  no  ncicssilN-  for  any  alter- 
cation, that  the  time  he  had  allowed  had  ncaily  cxijiriMl,  tliat  tiicrc  was  alu.iit  live  or  seven  luiniites 
remaining;  that  he  required  of  them  a  suitahh'  aiiohi.u-v,  sueii  a  one  as  shouhl  he  (hctaled,  the  refusal  of 
which  would  compel  him  to  resort  to  force  of  arms,  which  should  terminate  in  tiie  linal  destruction  of  the 
village.  They  acceded  to  this,  and  apologized  in  the  manner  the  commodore  dictated,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  present. 

This  being  done,  we  proceeded  down  to  the  beach,  refreshments  were  brought  do^vti,  and  we  returned 
to  the  vessels 'and  got  under  way. 

I  neglected  mentioning  the  spiking  two  nine  pounders  which  guarded  the  passage  by  which  we  marched 
up.  I  do  not  knot  what  they  were  loaded.  There  was  a  battery  on  the  beach  on  the  eminence,  with  two 
cannons.  I  saw  the  Spaniards  l)y  them  with  matches;  they  were  training  them  upon  the  vessels.  This 
battery  was  attacked  hy  a  hargo,  and  the  Spaniards  ran  without  firing;  the  other  barges  landed  at  almost 
the  same  time  on  tlie  heach  within  half  a  mile  of  the  battery;  tliey  did  not  iire  at  us  at  all. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  half-past  10  to-morrow  nuirning. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday:  present  as  before. 

The  court  resumed  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Piatt. 

Question.  Was  the  store  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily  in  the  town  or  island  of  St.  Thomas? 

Answer.  The  store  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily  was  in  the  city  of  St.  Thomas,  the  dock  on  the  rear  of 
the  store. 

Ques.  Were  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  resident  merchants  at  St.  Thomas? 

Ans.  Yes;  those  gentlemen  were  American  citizens  residing  at  St.  Thomas? 

Ques.  Did  any  communications  pass  between  yourself  and  the  authorities  of  St.  Tiiomas,  in  relation 
to  the  alleged  robbery? 

Ans.  No;  I  had  no  communications  with  the  authorities  at  St,  Thomas,  1  understood  from  Mr.  Cabot, 
and  subsequently  from  the  governor,  that  some  had  passed  hetweeii  thenj. 

Ques.  Did  you  carry  any  letter  or  other  docuinent  irom  the  (.overnor  or  other  officer  of  St.  Thomas, 
or  any  force  furnished  from  that  island? 

An^.  No;  I  carried  no  paper  from  any  official  person  at  St.  Thomas,  Imt  a  private  letter  from  one  of 
the  most  respectable  merchants  there,  addressed  to  Mr.  Campos,  one  of  the  mo.st  respectable  merchants  at 
Foxardo. 

Ques.  What  orders  had  _you  received  from  Commodore  Porter,  which  you  considered  as  authorizino- 
the  steps  you  took? 

Ang.  I  had  received  orders  to  protect  onr  connjierce  in  every  manner  which  was  consistent  with  the 
rules  of  the  .service,  I  un(hnstood  myseir  as  authorized  to  g(]  on  shore  at  Foxardo,  and  inform  the  police 
of  the  robbery  that  had  been  connnided,  which  was  th.'  ohj,.ct  I  had  in  view, 

QiiPS.  Did  tlio  messenger  from  the  .■aptain  of  the  port,  or  the  captain  of  the  port  himself,  iidimato  in 
your  lirst  conversation  with  thcni  tliat  they  knew  the  vessel  tiien  in    port  to  he  an  .\inericaii  man-of-war? 

Ans.  Yes;  the  captain  of  the  port,  in  my  lirst  interview  with  him,  a|)pearcd  perfectly  satislied  of  the 
fact,  and  took  down  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  names  of  njyself  and  officers,  and  our  force. 

Ques.  In  your  first  interview  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  or  the  alcalde,  did  you  request  them  to  act 
in  the  recovery  of  the  property  of  which  you  were  in  search,  or  did  you  propose  to  search  for,  and  take, 
the  property  yourself? 

Ans.  I  reipicsteil  them  to  act,  to  search  for  the  goods;  not  intending  to  act  myself  at  all.  I  after- 
wards propose(l  going  myself  with  the  police,  which  they  objected  to  as  unnecessary. 

Ques.  Did  Commodore  Porter  know  anything  of  the  transaction  at  Foxardo,  previous  to  your  com- 
munication to  him? 

Ans.  No;  he  did  not. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  any  communications  were  made  to  the  authorities  at  Porto  Rico,  either 
by  yourself  or  Commodore  Porter,  prior  to  the  landing  of  the  force  at  Foxardo? 

Ans.  I  knew  of  none. 

Ques.  In  what  lioat  or  vessel  did  Lieutenant  Stribling  go  to  Foxardo,  and  what  length  of  time  elapsed 
between  his  going  with  the  flag  of  truce,  and  the  landing  on  the  beach? 

Ans.  Lieutenant  Stribling  went  down  to  Foxardo  in  the  Grampus,  and  landed  about  the  same  time 
that  the  men  did. 

Qiii's.  AVhere  did  he  receive  his  instructions  from  the  commodore;  at  Foxardo  or  before  your  arrival 
there? 

An^.   I  do  not  know. 

Ques.  How  many  ollicers  and  men  were  landed?  How  were  they  armed?  AVhat  onlers  were  r-iven 
by  the  con >dore  to  the  landing  party,  or  to  those  who  remained  behind? 

Ans.  I  believe  that  about  two  hundred  officers  and  men  were  landed.  I  do  not  know  Avhat  orders 
were  given  to  those  who  remained.  I  was  ordered  to  land  with  as  many  men  as  I  could  conveniently 
without  crowding,  carry  in  the  boats.     The  men  were  armed  with  musket's,  boarding  pikes,  cutlasses  and 
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pistols.  I  heard  no  other  orders  given  than  tliat;  after  we  landed,  we  were  directed  liy  the  commodore  to 
fall  into  line  and  march  up. 

Ques.  Had  any  answer  been  rrrcivi'd  to  the  cuiiiiiiuiiiratiuii^<  made  ihrniiol,  T,ienkaiant  Stribling-, 
before  the  landing  of  the  men  and  Ihc  spiking  of  the  gnus  in  tiic  Lattery  on  the  beach,  and  the  two  nine- 
pounders  between  the  beach  and  th.;  towny 

Ans.  None  that  I  knuw  of. 

Ques.  What  is  the  distance  between  Foxardo  and  St.   J..lins? 

Ans.  I  think  about  forty  miles. 

Ques.  Did  the  interpreter  appear  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  well  ac(|nainted  with  the  Spanish  and 
English  languages?  And  do  you  understand  Spanish  sntlieiently  well  to  know  whether  lie  interpreted 
correctly? 

Ans.   The  interpreter  ai)peared  perfectly  ae.pnnnted  with  lioth  languag<'s.      I  underst 1  some  tliuigs 

that  were  said,  and  my  pilot,  who  understo,,<l  both  languages,  told  m<.  that   lie  interprete-l  .-orrectiy. 

The  examination  of  the  witness,  in  chief,  having  been  closed,  Captain  Porter  was  asked  whether  he  had 
any  questions  to  propose  to  the  witness,  to  which  lie  replied,  that  before  proceeding  to  take  any  steps  in 
his  defence  he  had  some  remarks  to  submit  to  the  court,  which  he  read,  and  submitted  to  the  court;  the 
paper  was  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  E. 

The  room  was  then  closeil.  and,  after  some  time,  was  opened,  wlien  th<'  judge  advocate  informed 
Captain  Porter  that  the  court  had  maturely  .lelibeiated  upon  th.'  paper  sulimitte,!  by  him;  tliat,  after  full 
cousideratioii,  the  court  is  of  opinion  thai  the  matti'r  of  the  communication,  as  well  as  the  language  in 
which  it'is  couclied,  is  in  several  particulars  so  highly  objecl  ionable  that,  could  the  court  have  anticipated 

disrespectful  both  to  the  Secretaiv  of  the  Xavv  and  to  the  court  itself,  'fins  couit  cannot  submit  to  liea'r 
from  any  ollicer  auima.lversions  on'llir  ,-,,ndu,'t  and  ac.aisations  against  lla^  head  of  the  Drparlment,  wh.,lly 
fbreign't"  the  investigation  in  which  it  is  euga.-ed:  nor  can  it,  wUhoiit  forl-'iting  its  ,,wn  ,sc4f-respect, 
listen  to  language  so  olfensive  to  itself,  'flie  coiiit  is  willing  to  believ.^  that  this  objectionable  character 
may  be  attributed  to  the  hasty  manner  in  wliiih  the  papei'  appears  to  have  been  drawn  up;  and  that 
Captain  P(U-|er,  on  ciaisideratiini,  \\ill  feel  himself  disposed,  as  well  to  perceive  as  to  rectify  the  grounds 
of  objection. 

that,  in  fntui-e,  no  ,'oinmunicati.in  be  ivceive.l  unless  in  writing:  and  the  paper  must  previously  be  .submit- 
ted to  the  judge,  advocate  for  th.'  consid..ratiou  of  th,'  court, 

Tlie  juilLj,-e  ad\ocaie  further  iiiloriinMl  ('a|)taiu  Porter  thai  the  court  had  likewise  directed  him  to  state, 
that  wheii  tlie  (pi.stioii  was  asked  him  on  the  o]ieuiiig  of  the  court  -whether  he  had  any  objections  to  make 
to  any  member  of  the  court,  he  was  understood  to  say  distinctly  that  he  had  none;  but  that  he  wished  to 
submit  to  the  court  some  "remarks  on  the  precept  by  wlilch  the  court  was  convened,  and  the  materials  of 
which  it  was  constituted."  It  was  then  suggested  t  .  him,  that,  as  thi"  court  had  not  yet  been  organized, 
it  could  at  that  time  hear  nothing  from  him,  but  that  the  pro|ier  p:'riod  would  be  after  the  members  had 
be(Ui  sw.n-n  in.  This  suggestion  was  made  by  the  judg.^  advocate,  and  apparently  acpiiesced  in  by 
Captain  P..rter. 

Immediately  after  thi'  ori;anizatioii  of  tli.>  court.  Captain  I'orlrr  read  and  submitted  to  the  Court  the 
paper  which  hai  been  annex,'.d  to,  and  coustilufs  part  of,  the  record. 

Conceiviim- that  it  eontaiued  not  a  challeug.^  to  the  court,  or  a  specific  exception  to  any  member  of 
the  court,  but  objections  applying  exclusively  to  the  |,r<vpt  under  which  it  ha.l  been  convened;  and  that 
these  objections,  if  presented  to  the  go\-ernmeiit,  iniglit  possibly  induce  SOme  change  in  the  iireeept,  with 
which  tlie  court  had  no  authority  to  iiif erferi';  feeling  als.i  that  the  exceptions  which  had  be(Ui  urged, 
invohed  the  competency  of  the  major  |iart  of  the  members  of  the  court, — a  question  ou  whicli  delicacy 
forbade  them  to  express'an  o]iiiiioii,  when  it  had  not  been  |iresented  distiiii-flv  to  their  decision;  the  ccuirt 
determined  to  |,ursue  the  cours.'  which  was  a.lopted,  and  of  which  Captain  I'.irter  was  immediately 
apprised. 

If,  how.'ver,  Cajitaiu  Porter  di.l  <lesign  to  raise  a  ipiestiou  tor  the  decision  of  the  court,  as  to  the 
lei;-alilv  of  the  precept  under  ^vliicli  it  is  ai'tiiig,  the  court  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  entertains  no 
d(>iibt  upon  the  subject.     Had  any  doubt  existed,  the  c.uirt  would  have  put  it  in  a  way  to  be  satisfactorily 

The  court  is  aware  llnit  it  possesses  no  ]iower  to  Compel  Captain  Porter  to  take  any  part  in  this 
investi-'ation;  but  it  is  iMpiallv  salislied  that  his  acts  can  in  no  di^gree  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the  court, 
to  i.rocTMMl  in'the  investigation  which  it  has   been  charged  to  make  bv  the  competent  authority. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  m..rning. 

TnrusD.iv,  3fa)j  5. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  a<ljourument  of  yesterday:   present  as  before. 

Ca|itain  Porter  stated  to  the  court,  fhaf  on  perusing  the  record,  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  omission 
had  been  made,  (which  lie  Aras  desirous  of  having  siq. plied,)  in  stating  the  proceedings  of  the  first  ilay. 
He  submitted  f.;  tli.'  court  his  slatemelit  of  the  remarks  wliicli  lie  made  before  the  oath  was  administered 
to  the  menib(u-s.  The  courl  being  of  opini.m  that  (I.iptaiii  l'..rtcr  is  entitled  to  have  his  statement  inserted 
in  the  r.M-ord,  as  C(-utaining  his  view  of  what  traiis]iired,  directed  it  to  be  inserteil.  It  is  in  the  words 
following,   vi'/.: 

••Captain  IV,vfer  beiii-  asked  whether  he  had  any  obj.vti.m  to  oflVr  a.-'ainst  either  of  the   members  of 


till.  n!l!rt'w'as  , ,pos,M|,  and  stat.'d  lurfher,  that  he  bad   some  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject,  as  well  as 

,,n  th,.  ]n-e,-ept;    that  he  did  iiol   think  the  coiirf   w.is  le-ally  formed." 

The  ,-/.'i!rl''was  ,-|eaivd,  a'lid  afler  some  li ,'w.is   op,.ned.      'file  judge    advocate    inf>nned    Capta'iii    I'orfer 

that  lie  uas  insliaict.M  bv  ilie  ,',,urt  1o  say,  that  the  paper  ha^  been  maturely  considered;  that  it  is  deemed 
objc-fionable  fr..m  the  slvle  of  animadvei'saai  ui.oii  what  lias  transpired,  and  of  inslrnetion  as  to  the  future 
conduct  of  till'  court,  'f'he  court,  therefore,  will  ]ierinit  (:aplaiii  PorL^r  lo  willidraw  if.  Slnadd  he,  how- 
ever, wish  it  to  be  inserte.l  oil  the  record  in  its  present  sliaiie,  it  shall  be  done,  accomiianied  by  such 
remarks  as  the  court  conceives  it  due  to  themselves  to  make. 
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Captain  Porter  ilccliiK^d  ti>  witlidraw 'the  paper;  it  was  accordingly  read,  annexed  to  the  record  and 
marked  F,  ami  tlic  jml-i'  ail\n.\itc  informed  him  as  follows: 

The  court  I'erls  iiinsiraiiuMl  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  animadversions  which  Captain  Porter  has 
thought  himself  entitled  to  |iass  upon  its  coiidiict.  The  court  did  understand  Captain  Porter  to  waive  or 
decline  challenging  any  of  tlic  niriiilni  s  of  tlio  <-ourt,  but  at  the  same  time  to  intimate  as  an  objection, 
which  he  conceived  existed  against   tlio  organization  of  the  court,  that  two  of  the  members  were  his 

juniors  in  rank.     The  court  did  not  at  any  ti suppose  that  this  objection  had  any  foundation,  either  in 

the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  law.  The  law  is  silent  on  the  subject.  The  only  qualification  required  is,  that 
the  members  of  the  court  should  be  coinniissioinMl  oflicers. 

"The  materials,  then,  of  which  this  court  is  constituted,"  are  conceived  to  be  wholly  free  from  any 
legal  objection.  Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  the  court  has  been  able  to  perceive, 
leading  to  a  different  conclusion.  Every  member  of  this  court  holds  the  same  commission  with  Captain 
Porter;  all  are  captains,  one  his  senior,  two  his  juniors,  in  date  of  commission.  The  court,  however,  is 
clearly  and  unhesitatingly  of  opinion  that  no  law  would  be  violated,  either  in  its  letter  or  spirit,  by  the 
appointment  of  any  three  conniiissioned  (.llicers  to  constitute  a  court  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any 
officer.  Courtesy  and  a  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  officer  whose  actions  are  to  be  investigated,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  in  all  cases  prevent  the  government  from  selecting  officers  of  a  very  inferior  grade,  to  sit 
upon  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  an  officer  of  elevated  rank. 

But  this  principle  can  scarcely  be  carried  to  an  extent  which  would  apply  to  a  court,  every  individual 
of  which  holds  the  liighost  comniission  known  to  the  American  navy.  At  all  events,  this  is  an  objection 
which  the  court  comeivcd,  and  still  conceives,  can  be  properly  decided  only  by  the  Executive.  This  court 
can  in  no  manner  interfere  with  such  a  question. 

In  this  instanoe,  likewise,  it  appeared  to  the  court  to  be  so  connected  with  other  comments  upon  the 
precept,  as  to  present  itself  before  the  court  rather  as  an  aniniailxcrsiou  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  thus  organizing  the  court  than  as  a  challenge  fornniily  presenting  the  question  for  its  decision. 
Captain  Porter  seems  himself  to  have  so  viewed  it,  for  he  assigns  his  reasons  for  making  this  court  the 
organ  of  his  communications  with  the  Department. 

The  court  thinks  proper  further  to  remark,  that  the  single  object  for  which  it  has  been  constituted,  is 
to  inquire  into  the  official  conduct  of  ( 'a]. tain  i'orter;  and  to  repoii  to  the  Department  the  facts  which  may 
be  proved.  The  court  possesses  no  power  to  adjudge  Captain  I'orter  i ■cut  or  guilty;  it  has  no  autho- 
rity to  impose  punishment.  The  duties  imposed  are  enjoined  by  the  competent  authority.  The  inter- 
ference of  Captain  Porter  in  pursuing  this  in\estigation,  however  desirable  it  may  be  as  calculated  more 
fully  to  elicit  the  truth,  is  in  no  manner  in'cessary.  The  court  is  competent  of  itself  to  perform  the  duties 
imposed  upon  it,  and  will  now  proceed  to  exi'cute  that  task. 

Captain  Porter  was  then  asked  whether  he  had  any  questions  to  propose  to  Lieutenant  Piatt.  lie 
declined  putting  any,  and  observed  he  should  now  take  his  leave  of  the  court. 

Alexander  J.  Dallas,  a  master  and  commander  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  produced  as  a 
witness,  and  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  a  master  commandant  in  command  of  the  John  Adams,  bearing  Commodore  Porter's  broad 
pendant.  We  arrived  sometime  in  November,  I  do  not  distinctly  remember  the  date,  off  the  town  of  St. 
Thomas,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas.  On  our  arrival  there,  some  time  I  think  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day.  Lieutenant  Piatt,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cabot,  came  on  board  the  John  Adams,  and  made  a 
report  to  the  commodore  of  some  ill-treatment  which  Lieutenant  Piatt  had  received  at  Foxardo.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  report,  I  understood  from  the  connnodnre  that  it  was  his  intention  to  visit  Foxardo,  and 
endeavor  to  obtain  an  apolo,e-y  from  the  authorities  there  for  their  conduct.  On  the  following  morning,  I 
was  directed  to  get  the  John  Adams  under  way,  and  proceed  to  Foxardo. 

In  consequence  of  tin.'  lightness  of  the  winds,  and  the  pilot  lieing  of  opinion  that  the  draft  of 
water  of  the  John  Adams  was  to.i  great  to  permit  her  being  tak<ni  near  the  town,  I  was  directed  to  anchor 
her  under  one  of  the  Passage  Islamls,  to  get  out  all  my  b^ats,  and  pi-epare  a  humlred  and  odd  men  with 
the  officers.  After  all  these  preparations  were  made,  the  ilay  had  s..  fm  adv.ance.l  that  wi>  could  not  have 
arrived  there  before  night.  In  conse(pnnce  <<['  which,  the  counnod.nc  directed  that  we  should  be  ready  by 
one  or  two  in  the  morning  to  go  on  lioard  the  schooner  Grampus,  she  and  the  Beagle  being  in  company; 
we  did  so,  and  the  Grampus  took  our  boats  in  tow.  We  then  proceeded  to  Foxardo,  where  we  arrived 
about  nine  or  ten  the  next  morning.  On  anchoring,  we  observed,  on  a  hill,  near  the  beach,  a  small  bat- 
tery, in  which  there  appeaicil  to  be  a  number  of  men,  who  it  was  supposed  intended  to  make  som.e  resist- 
ance to  our  amdiMring.      An  order  \vas  gi\-en  by  the  conn hue  that  a  boat  and  her  cre\v  sliordd  dislodge 

the  men  from  that  i>attery.  'fhe  lioals  were  then  all  maimed,  and  we  landed.  The  commoilure  then 
directed  Lieutenant  Crabbe,  with  a  portion  of  the  marines,  to  advance  and  take  a  position  on  the  road, 
by  which  we  were  to  march  up  to  the  town.  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  then  disp.atched  with  a  flag  and  a 
letter  to  the  authorities  of  Foxardo;  after  having  formed  the  men,  we  were  directed  to  follow  on  by  the 
road,  leaving  a  guard  of  marines  to  protect  the  boats  under  the  command  ol'  Lieutenant  Bartim.  We 
then  marched  to  within  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  where  tlie  marines  undi.a-  the  cumm.iml  of  Lieu- 
tenant Crabbe  were.     The  conmiodore  directed  two  guns,  which  we  met  with  on  the  r I.  to  be  spiked.     We 

remained  there  until  Lieutenaut  Stribling  returnd  with  two  oflicers,  who  were  undeistood  to  be  the  alcalde 
and  the  captain  of  the  port.  A  conversation  took  place  Ix'twei'u  tlu'  conmiodore  and  the  alcalde,  through 
the  medium  of  an  interpreter;  the  result  of  which  was  an  apology  to  Lieutenant  Piatt  for  the  ill-treat- 
ment he  had  received  on  his  previous  visit.  The  commodore  asked  the  olHcers  generally,  if  they  were 
satisfied  with  the  apology.  Finding  they  were  so,  he  directed  our  return.  He  received,  however,  an 
invitation  to  go  himself  into  the  town. 

He  went  as  far  as  led  us  by  all  the  force  that  was  collected:  a  field  piece  and  sixty  or  seventy  men 
with  arms.  After  this  we  returned  to  the  beach,  where,  some  rum  and  refreshments  being  given  to  the 
men,  we  emtSarked  in  the  boats,  went  on  board  the  Grampus,  and  sailed  for  the  John  Adams. 

Question.  Had  you  received  any  information  on  board  the  John  Adams  of  Mr.  Piatt's  treatment  at 
Foxardo,  previous  to  his  making  the  report  of  the  transaction  to  the  commodore? 

Anscver.  The  account  Mr.  Piatt  gave  was,  I  believe,  the  first  we  had  of  the  aflair. 

Qups.  Was  any  communication  made  to  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico  previously  to  your  entering 
the  harbor  of  Foxardo':' 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of 
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Ques.  Did  Captain  Porter  consult  with  any  of  his  oiEcers  as  to  the  expedition  he  projected,  or  did 
any  of  them  express  any  opinion  to  him  on  the  subject? 

Alls.  He  did  not  consult  with  any  of  them;  from  the  intimacy  that  subsisted  between  Commodore 
Porter  and  myself,  I  believe  I  made  some  remarks  to  liini  as  to  tiic  consequences  that  might  probably 
result  from  it,  and  I  think  he  replied  that  his  instruct  inns  would  bear  him  out  in  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue  on  the  occasion. 

This  was  a  voluntary  siiiiOLstiini  by  me,  not  called  for  by  his  expressing  any  wish  to  consult  me. 

Qites.  What  orders  tiiil  y.ui  i(  icive  from  Captain  Porter  previous  to,  or  at  the  time  of  your  landing? 

Ans.  The  oidy  orders  tliat  1  received  were  those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  that  I  should  take  care 
the  men  weie  not  out  of  the  way,  and  that  they  committed  no  excesses. 

Ques.  How  were  the  men  armed?     Were  the  guns  loaded? 

Ants.  They  were  armed  with  muskets,  bayonets,  cutlasses,  pistols,  and  boarding  pikes.  The  guns 
were  loaded  on  the  beach  before  we  marched  up. 

Ques.  Was  any  flag  or  communication  sent  to  the  sliore  bef(jre  yon  landed? 

Ans.  None;  Lieutenant  Stribling  landed  witii  us.  The  boat  sent  to  spike  the  guns  on  tlie  hill  went 
previously  to  our  landing. 

Ques.  Did  y(ju  advance  towards  Foxardo  before  the  return  of  the  iiag  sent  liy  Lieutenant  Stribling, 
or  did  you  remain  on  the  beach  till  his  return? 

Ans.  We  advanced  before  the  return  of  the  flag. 

Ques.  Were  the  guns  spiked  before  the  return  of  tlie  Hag? 

Ans.  Yes;  none  were  spiked  uflei-. 

Ques.  What  orders  were  given  by  Coniiiiodore  Porter  to  tlie  (ilTieers  remaining  on  board  the  vessels? 

An.f.  1  do  not  know. 

Ques.  ^Ve^e  the  (ii-aui))us  and  Beagle  anchored  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  them  to  cover  the 
landing? 

Ans.  Yes;  the  Beagle  certainly  was — the  Gramjius  also. 

Ques.  Was  any  opposition  offered  to  your  landing,  or  to  your  advance  towards  tlie  town? 

Ans.  None;  tire  impression  was,  the  force  on  tlie  hill  would,  had  they  been  able,  have  fired  on  the 
vessels,  but  there  was  no  opposition  to  our  landing. 

Ques.  What  time  would  it  have  required  to  eomniuiiicate  from  your  anchorage  with  St.  John's? 

Ans.  The  distance,  I  should  presume,  is  about  forty  or  fifty  miles. 

Ques.   Is  not  St.  Johns  the  seat  of  goveniiiieiit  of  Porto  Rico? 

Au.-i.  Yes;  the  governor  of  the  islaiul  resides  tlu-re. 

Horatio  N.  Crabbe,  a  lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  being  dul_y  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  commanding  officer  of  inarines  on  board  the  John  Adams  in  November  last.  I  landed  at  Fox- 
ardo in  the  same  boat  with  Lieueiiaiit  Stribling,  and  on  getting  on  the  beach,  an  officer  informed  me 
that  Coinmexlore  Porter,  who  had  previously  landed,  wished  to  see  me.  My  command  was  distributed  in 
different  boats.  On  reaching  the  place  on  the  beach  were  the  commodore  was,  I  was  directed  by  him  to 
form  my  guard,  look  for  the  road  to  the  town,  proceed,  and  take  up  a  favorable  position;  and  at  the  same 
time  received  very  particular  instructions  not  to  suffer  my  men  to  commit  any  outrages  upon  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants  along  the  road;  nor  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility  myself,  unless  I  met  with  resist- 
ance, or  was  o|i|iosed  on  my  march  towards  the  town.  After  receiving  these  instructions,  I  commenced 
my  march  ttiwaids  ihe  town,  with  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  men,  armed  with  muskets.  When 
about  half  way  between  the  beach  and  the  town,  I  discov(>red  several  persons  approaching  me,  following 
me  with  a  white  flag.  I  could  not  at  the  time  distingnisli  who  they  wei<',  and  continued  my  march. 
After  a  short  time  I  discovered  that  the  bearer  was  Lieutenant  Stribling,  mi  liis  way  from  the  beach  to 
the  town.  1  halted  till  he  came  up.  As  he  passed  nn',  1  oliseixcil  to  liim  that  I  would  escort  him  into 
till'  |ilaee;  lie  answered  very  well.  After  proceeding  a  short  distanee  further,  he  was  met  by  a  number 
of  )>ersoiis  froiii  the  town,  bearing  a  white  flag  also.  1  was  at  that  time  from  twenty  to  thirty  yards 
liehin.l  him.  Immediately  on  his  reaching  the  spot  where  these  persons  were  standing,  I  observed  that 
Lieiiti'iiaiit  Slrihliiig  was  suridunded  liy  a  iiumlier  of  armed  men.  After  some  C(niversation  with  them, 
of  which  1  knew  nothing,  lie  sent  a  message  to  me,  requesting  me  not  to  advance  any  fuither.  I  accord- 
ingly hailed  the  men,  ami  rested  tliem  iqion  their  arms.  I  was  at  this  time  from  about  twi.i  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hniidri'd  yaids  from  the  town.  |ieiha|is  less,  and  observed  that  there  was  a  number  of  armed 
men  drawn  ii|i.  as  I  picsunied,  to  pre\eiit  my  troops  from  entering  the  place.  They  amounted  perhaps  to 
about  three  times  as  many  men  as  1  had,  and  had  a  field  piece,  which  I  iircsunied  was  a  six  pounder. 
There  was  also  a  number  of  men  mounted  on  horsi'baek,  wh.i  were  armed  with  swords.  They  were  at 
the  entrance  of  the  town,  I  remaiiKMl  in  tlie  posilion  1  had  taken  iqi,  iintil  the  eomniodore  came  up  witli 
a  body  of  seamen.  He  lialtol  them  somi'  distance  in  the  rear  of  my  division,  .■md  eanic  himself  to  the 
ground  I  oceiqiied,  and  direeied  me  to  wheel  my  men  into  a  |iositiiin  which  would  face  the  Spaniards.  I 
did  so,  and  again  rested  them  upon  their  arms.  In  the  course  of  piahaps  filtcen  minutes.  Lieutenant 
Stribling  was  oliserve(l  returning,  accompanied  by  the  governor  oi'  the  place,  and  a  small  number  of 
the  inhaliitaiits.  I  was  then  directed  by  Commoch'ire  Porter  to  place  my  men  in  a  situation  that  would 
occupy  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  suflfer  non(>  but  those  in  attendance  oii'the  Hag  to  pass  me.     After  this 

he  returned  to  where  the  officers  were   assenililed,  s ■   distance    in    the   rear  of  the   marines,  and  there 

received  the  governor  or  alcalde.  I  know  nothing;"  ol'  what  occurred  there,  they  lieing  at  too  great  a  dis- 
tance to  hear.  In  a  shcjrt  time  I  observed  the  governor,  with  Comnioilore  I'orter  and  a  number  of  the 
officers,  approaching  me.  The  commodore  gave  me  orders,  as  he  passi'd,  to  jnit  the  inarines  in  motion, 
and  follow  him  into  the  town,  which  I  did.  After  passing  the  armed  Spaniards,  1  halted  upon  the  out- 
skirts of  the  place.  The  commodore  observed  to  me  that  he  had  been  invited  into  the  place  by  the 
governor,  and  also  the  men,  to  take  some  refreshments,  after  the  march,  but  said  al  the  same  time  that 
he  did  not  wish  t.i  brill-  all  the  men  in,  as  he  ap|ireheiided  that  some  exees.ses  mi^ht  be  committed,  which 
would  put  an  end  to  the  pi'a.-ealile  scltlement  of  tin-  business.  lie,  however,  told  the  governor,  through 
tlie  iiile|.ieter,  that  if  refreshnient  s  Were  sent  to  the  beach  they  should  Im'  paid  Ibr.  After  that  they  parted, 
as  !  thought  on  liieiidly  lerms,  and  we  lelt  the  town,  and  returned  to  the  boats.  I  brought  up'  the  rear 
with  the  marines.      A  niimlier  of  the  inhabitants   accomiianied   us  down.      Refreshments   were   sent  and 
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distributed  to  the  men.     We  then  embarked,  and  returned  to  the  ves.sels.     Commodore  Porter,   with 
the  marines,  and  the  alcalde,  entered  the  outskirts  of  the  place,  but  none  proceeded  further. 
The  court  adjourned  till  2  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fhiday,  J/of/  0. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  as  before,  with  the  exception  of 
Captain  Porter,  who  was  not  present. 

Lieutenant  Piatt  was  again  called: 

Question.  How  far  is  the  place  where  the  John  Adams  was  left  at  anchor  from  Foxardo? 

Answer.  About  twenty-two  miles. 

Ques.  At  what  hour  did  you  leave  the  John  Adams,  and  at  what  hour  did  you  arrive  at  Foxardo? 

Ans.  We  left  the  John  Adams  at  midnight,  and  arrived  at  half-past  seven  or  lialf-past  eight. 

Ques.  To  what  nation  does  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  belong? 

Ans.  It  is  a  Danish  island. 

Ques.  When  you  left  the  John  Adams,  at  what  time  did  you  calculate  to  reach  Foxardo? 

Ans.  The  intention  of  the  commodore  was  to  reach  Foxardo  at  sunrise,  as  he  informed  me;  we  were 
detained  by  light  winds,  and  a  calm. 

Ques.  Were  the  two  nine-pounders  taken  and  spiked  by  the  marines,  or  by  the  sailors  who  came  up 
afterwards?  and  describe  as  nearly  as  you  can  their  position. 

Ans.  I  vtas  ordered  by  the  connnodore  to  spike  them;  I  informed  him  I  had  nothing  to  spike  them 
with,  and  Mr.  Pendergrast  was  then  ordered  to  do  it;  the  marines  had  passed  them,  Thoy  were  jilaced 
in  the  road,  on  a  causeway,  where  the  road  was  straight  for  about  one  IhiikIiimI  i^ids,  and  (■(iinniaiKlcd  that 
part  of  it;  there  were  no  Spaniards  there  at  that  time,  they  had  abamloncd  them;  but  they  h;id  Imm'u 
manned  on  my  first  visit  to  the  place.    The  gun8  on  the  hill  were,  I  undcistond,  Imi^-  riglitreii-puunders. 

Ques.  Were  both  the  Grampus  and  Hca-'lc  anchored  in  a  iiosition  to  (MNcr  the  himliiig? 

Ans.  The  Grampus  was  anchored  ofl'  the  liattory;  tho  Hca,i;lo  in  a  situation  to  ever  the  landing. 

The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  lie  should  [jrobubly  be  in  posscission  of  more  testimony 
to  submit  to-morrow,  but  had  none  to  lay  before  the  court  at  this  time. 

The  court  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  3Iay  1. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.  The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  be  submitted  to  the  court,  which  was  read,  annexed 
to  the  record,  and  marked  G, 

The  accompanying  documents  were  also  read;  the  court  reserving  all  questions,  as  to  their  compe- 
tency and  credit,  for  future  deliberation  and  decision.  After  reading  the  papers,  the  court  was  cleared, 
and  the  court  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  papers  submitted  to  it;  and,  after  having  maturely  con- 
sidered the  same,  the  court  was  opened,  and  the  judge  advocate  stated  that  the  court  is  of  opinion  that 
the  deposition  of  Lieut.  Barton,  dated  February  6th,  1825,  be  annexed  to  the  record,  which  is  accordingly 
done,  and  the  paper  is  marked  7. 

In  regard  to  the  other  documents,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  many  of  them  are  not  sufEciently 
authenticated  to  authorize  their  reception,  without  an  express  and  sufScient  waiver  of  all  exceptions 
entered  on  the  record;  that  some  of  them  appear  to  be  of  a  confidential  character,  and  their  contents  such 
as,  without  affecting  this  case,  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  the  public  eye  without  necessity;  and  that, 
collectively,  they  present  no  facts  or  views  calculated  to  elucidate  the  subject  submitted  to  the  court. 
The  court,  therefore,  directs  the  judge  advocate  to  return  them  to  the  Navy  Department,  as  irrelevant.* 

The  court  adjourned  till  half-past  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Mo.vDAY,  May  9. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  no  further  testimony  to  submit  to  the  court  in 
the  investigation;  and  the  other  branch  of  inijuiry  having  been  submitted  to  the  court,  at  his  solicitation 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued;  and  after  some 
time  was  opened,  and  the  judge  advocate  stated  that  the  court  had  determined  to  proceed  to  complete  the 
business  which  had  already  been  investigated,  and  to  report  to  the  Department  the  facts  which  have  been 
proved  in  relation  to  it. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  was  then  read  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  the  court  was  cleared,  for 
the  purpose  of  deliberating  upon  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Department. 

The  court  having  concluded  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  and  having  maturely  deliberated  on 
the  precept,  and  the  evidence  which  has  been  submitted,  agree  in  the  following  report: 

The  court,  in  obedience  to  the  precept  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  having  examined 

into  the  coniluct  ofCaiituin  David  Porter,  in  landing  with  a  part  >A'  the  military  I'orcc  iimlcr  his  c imand 

upon  the  Islaml  of  I'.ulo  Rico,  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  his  Calliolir  Majcsiy  tho  King  of  Spain,  on  or 
about  the  fourteenth  (hiy  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four;  and 
having  also  inquired  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  same;  and  having  maturely  deliberated  upon  the 
testimony  which  has  been  laid  before  the  court,  reports  to  the  hcniorabk":  the  Secretary  the  following 
statement,  as  containing  a  correct  history  of  the  transaction,  embracing  all  the  material  facts,  and  exhibits 
ing  the  causes  which  led  to  the  occurrence,  as  well  as  the  citcumstances  which  attended  it. 

It  appears  that  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Piatt,  commanding  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  was  in  the 
harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Danish  island  of  that  name,  on  the  twenty.fourth  day  of  October,  one  thou^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four.  On  the  preceding  night,  a  robbery  had  been  perpetrated  in  the  city 
of  St.  Thomas;  the  store  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily,  American  citizens,  but  resident  merchants  of  St. 
Thomas,  had  been  broken  open  and  plundered  of  property  to  a  large  amount.     The  gentlemen  who  had 

•  It  appears  by  the  statement  of  Captain  Porter,  as  well  as  of  his  clerk,  that  the  letter  from  him  referred  to  in  the  letter,  was 
dated  March  6th,  instead  of  May  6th,  by  a  mistake  of  the  clerk.  R.  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 
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suffered  liy  this  dutrag-e  made  application  to  Lieut.  Piatt  for  his  aid  in  the  reeoveiy  of  the  pl•opel■tJ^     He 
immediately  agreed  to  comply  with  the  request. 

No  communication  appears  to  have  been  had  lictwccu  Licutenaijt  Piatt  and  the  authorities  of  St. 
Thomas,  in  relation  to  this  affair.  The  applicaticm  fur  his  assistanee  was  made  by  private  individuals, 
and  upon  that  application  alone  he  acted. 

Information  was  given  to  Lieut.  Piatt,  that  'in  dther  necasiuns  ri.ibbcrios  uf  the  same  kind  had  occurred 
at  St.  Thomas;  and  the  stolen  goods  had  been  traced  to,  and  discuvcrcd  at  Foxardo,  (a  small  town  in  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,)  or  its  vicinity,  and  that  there  existed  gr(juuds  for  the  suspicion  that  the  goods 
plundered  in  this  case  had  been  carried  to  that  neighborhood. 

As  soon  as  the  Beagle  could  be  got  ready,  she  sailed  for  that  place.  No  document  of  any  kind  from 
the  governor,  or  other  cifliccr,  was  carried,  but  a  letter  from  a  private  mercantile  house  at  St.  Thomas, 
addressed  to  a  private  niei(  liant  at  Foxardo,  was  the  onlj'  paper  which  Lieut.  Piatt  appears  to  have  had 
to  show  the  object  he  had  in  \iew,  or  anj'  authority  to  act  in  the  business.  The  contents  of  that  letter 
are  unknown  te  the  cemt,  it  not  havin:.;-  been  exhibited  in  evidi'iice.  The  Beae-le,  however,  carried  from 
St.  Thomas  a  Mr.  I'.e.ltor,!,  a  el.Tk  in  tli'e  hou.se  of  Messrs.  Daily  and  Cabot,  f,r  the  purpose  of  identifying 
the  goods,  and  a  (lilot,  fuiuished   by  tlie  same  parties. 

On  tlic  evenin--  of  the  ■2C>\\i  October,  about  6  o'clock,  the  Beagle  anchored,  with  her  colors  flying,  in 
the  liarbor  of  Foxardo.  li  was  considered  too  late  to  visit  the  shore  on  that  day;  early  in  the  morning 
i-if  the  2Tth,  a  boat  lioni  tlie  shore  came  on  board,  bearing  a  messenger  from  the  captain  of  the  port,  and 
Lieut.  I'hitt  receiveil  an  invitation  to  land.  The  messenger,  in  answer  to  a  question  from  Lieut.  Piatt, 
stated  ill  i;-eiieial,  thai  he  knew  what  vessel  it  was.  In  order  to  guard  against  any  mistakef  Lieut.  Piatt 
mentioned  that  it  was  ihi-  liiited  .'^lates  schooner  Beagle,  and  sent  a  message  to  the  captain  of  the  port, 
to  inform  him  that  \\r  should  lie  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  about  half-past  six  lie  lamled,  without  his  uniform  or  commission,  and  after  some  little  interrup- 
tion proceeded  to  thi'  town,  and  wailed  upon  the  captain  of  the  port,  to  whom  he  communicated  the 
object  of  his  visit,  lie  at  tlie  same  tin]<'  informed  him  of  the  name  and  t'haracter  of  his  vessel,  the  names 
of  himself  and  officers,  and  their  force,  of  which  the  i-aptain  of  the  ]iort  took  a  memorandum;  the  private 
letter  from  the  mercantile  house  at  St.  I'lionias  to  the  merchant  at  Foxardo  was  likewise  pioilured  and 
exhibited.  The  captain  of  the  port  appeared  satistied  witli  tlie  information,  and  by  his  directions  Lieu- 
tenant Piatt  next  called  upon  the  alcalde  of  the  place,  to  whom  he  made  the  same  communication.  The 
alcalde  expressed  himself  pleased  with  the  prudence  exhibited  by  Lieut.  Piatt  in  landing  in  the  dress  of 
a  citizen. 

The  object  of  Lieutenant  Piatt  appears  to  have  been  to  give  information  of  the  robbery  that  had 
been  perpetrated  at  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  to  solicit  the  interference  of  the  civil  authorities  at 
Foxardo,  in  searchin.g  for  and  recovering  the  stolen  goods.  The  alcalde  promised  this  assistance  as 
reipicsted,  but  declined  a  proposal  made' iiv  Li.'iilcnant  I'latt,  that  he  should  accompany  the  officers  of 
the  police  to  search  the  stores  in  the  town. 

Lieutenant  Piatt  left  the  house  of  the  alcalde,  and  went  to  a  public  house.  Shortly  after  breakfast, 
he  received  a  message  from  the  alcalde,  expressing  a  wish  to  see  him.  He  iinmediately  went,  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Ritchie  and  the  pilot.  On  his  arrival,  he  iniiuir<(l  of  the  alcalde  whether  he  had 
sent  for  him,  and  for  what  object.  The  captain  of  the  port  replied  that  he  had  sent  for  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  demanding  his  register.  Lieutenant  Piatt  stated  to  them  that  he  had  no  register,  that  a  man-of- 
war  carried  no  such  document;  that  he  had  previously  offered  to  show  his  conunission,  his  uniform,  and 
his  colors.  The  reply  was,  that,  unless  he  produced  his  register  at  once,  h<'  should  be  imprisoned.  lie 
requested  permission  to  go  on  board  his  vessel,  with  an  officer  that  might  be  selected  to  accompany  him, 
whom  he  would  satisfy  with  regard  to  his  own  character,  as  well  as  that  of  his  vessel.  He  at  the  same 
time  informed  thein  he  should  make  a  formal  report  to  Commodore  I'oiter  of  the  insult  he  had  received. 

Lieutenant  Pl&tt  then  left  the  house  of  the  alcalde,  and  proceeiled  towards  the  harbor,  with  the 
intention  of  going  on  board  the  Beagle;  he  was,  however,  immediately  loUowed  by  some  soldiers,  col- 
lared, arrested,  brought  back,  and  placed  under  charge  of  a  sentry.  After  Lieutenants  Piatt  and  Ritchie 
and  the  pilot  had  been  detained  about  an  h.inr,  Mr.  Bedford,  the  clerk  l.rou.uht  from  St.  Thomas,  was  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board  tlii>  liea-le,  with  instructions  from  Lieutenant  Piatt  tti  bring  his  comniission  and 
unilorni,  On  their  being  biouglii  i,,  hini,  lie  put  on  his  uniform  and  exhibited  his  comniission;  the  latter, 
after  an  examination  of  it,  was  pronouiiced  a  forgery,  and  he  himself  called  a  damned  pirate. 

■any  him  to  the    King's  house  or  jail ;   and  he  was   taken  from  the  house 
On   approaching  near  enough   to   sec^   what    kind  of  a  place  it  was,  he 

the  alealde,  and  after  beiii--  threatened  with  detention  until  a  communi- 
•s,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  about  40  miles  distant,  he  was  inlbrmed 
pointiiieiil  to  the  vessel  which  he  commanded.  He  sent  on  board  for  his 
,  a  consultation  was  held.  They  continued  to  detain  him  coiifined  until 
ed,  ordered  to  go  on  board  his  vessel,  which  he  did,  insulted  by  the  rabble 

■  statement  now  ,i;i\-en  by  Lieutenant  Piatt  of  his  first  visit  to  Foxardo, 
1.  altlioiigh  more  iletaileil  than  his  written  report,  and  in  some  material 
irs  to  the  court  that  the  circumstances  which  were  related  to  Captain 
.•h    he  had  with    Lieiiteiiant    I'latt,  together  with    his  written  report,  may 

"the    i-anses   which    led  to  the    c luct  of  t'aptaiii    Porter,"  which   it  is 

t  to  the  Department. 

ect  into  which  tlie  court  is  directed  to  inquire,  is  the  conduct  of  Captain 

,•  foice  under  his  command  upon  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 

V  alter   receiving   the  report  of  Lieutenant   Piatt  of  his  visit  to  Foxardo, 

■eceiv.'d.  Captain   Porter  determined  to  visit  that  place  for  the  purpose  of 

■e  whiih    had    \,rru   olf.red    to  til.'    person   of  that    ollicer,  and   the  insult 

•en  to  the  Hag  oT  the  Cnited  States. 

with  the  constituted   authorities  of   Porto  Rico, 
d   outrage,    belore   proceeding   to   the   harbor  of 

was  left  at  her  anchorage  in  the  neighborhood 
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of  Passag-e  Island,  and  Captain  Porter,  in  the  Grampus,  having  in  tow  the  boats  of  the  John  Adams,  and 
accompanied  by  tlie  Beagle,  carrying  with  them  about  one  hundred  men  from  the  John  Adams,  proceeds 
to  Foxardo.  His  progress  being  delayed  by  light  winds  and  a  calm,  he  did  not  reach  his  point  of  desti- 
nation until  about  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th.  The  Grampus  anchored  opposite  a  battery 
of  two  guns,  and  the  Beagle  took  a  position  to  cover  the  landing.  Preparations  were  immediately  made 
to  land,  and  the  boats  were  manned;  a  battery  was  perceived  on  an  eminence  near  the  beach,  in  which 
were  two  ]iioces  of  cannon,  and  the  Spaniards  were  seen  with  matches,  and  in  the  act  of  loading  the 
guns,  and  training-  llicui  in  the  direction  of  the  Grampus. 

liieutenant  i'cmleigrast  was  ordered  to  take  the  launch  of  the  Grampus,  being  the  largest  boat,  with 
a  body  of  maiiucs,  fourteen  in  number,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Barton,  to  proceed  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  two  gun  battery;  to  land  the  men  with  as  little  hazard  as  possible;  to  take  the  battery,  spike 
the  guns,  and  destroy  the  ammunition;  and  having  ai-cumplished  these  objects,  to  pursue  the  direction  of 
the  main  body  under  tiio  comm.atid  of  (lajitain  Pdiier  in  jjcrson. 

Lieutenant  l'endev,ui;ist  was  part icularly  mdered  not  to  tire  a  gun,  unless  he  met  with  resistance, 
and  not  to  ])(  imit  liis  men  tn  cuinniit  any  depredalions  on  persons  or  property.  These  orders  appear  to 
have  been  punctually  ulieyed.  Perceiving  that  the  Spaniards  in  the  battery  were  training  their  guns  to 
bear  upon  the  Grampus  and  the  launch.  Lieutenant  Pendergrast  hastened  tn  elfect  a  landing  in  the  rear 
of  the  fort.  This  was  accomplished  with  such  dispatch,  that  the  Spaniards  were  unaMe  te  fnc  Having 
succeeded  in  landing  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  the  detachment,  armed  with  muskets,  pistnis  and  cutlasses, 
mounted  the  hill,  and  on  reaching  the  battery,  found  it  deserted  by  the  Spaniards.  Possession  was 
iiuietly  taken,  and  two  long  eighteen-pounders  found  there  were  spiked.  One  of  the  guns  was  charged 
with  a  cartridge  of  powder,  and  round  shot,  and  the  canister  filled  with  grape  shot,  musket  balls  and 
spikes; — the  gun  primed  and  a  lighted  match  near  it.  The  other  gun  had  been  abandoned  before  the 
loading  was  completed.  A  small  quantity  of  ammunition  found  in  the  battery  was  destroyed; — the  juirty 
re-emLiarked,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  commodore,  who  had  in  the  meantime  landed  on  the  beach  at 
the  distance  of  about  half  a  niilV  fn.m  the  battery. 

The  whole  nundier  landed  appears  to  he  abdut  two  hundred  officers  and  men,  armed  with  muskets, 
bayonets,  pistols,  cutlasses,  and  Ixiarding  pikes. 

The  muskets  were  loaded  iifter  landing  on  the  beaeh.  The  marines,  under  Lieutenant  Barton,  were 
left  to  guard  the  boats.  Another  party  of  them  was  ordered  by  Captain  Porter  to  march  towards  the 
town,  and  take  up  a  commanding  position.  The  officer  who  led  them.  Lieutenant  Crabbe,  was  particu- 
larly instructed  to  keep  his  men  i]i  iheir  respecti\-e  jilaci's;  td  ]u-event  them  from  comniitting  any  excesses 
upon  the  property  of  the  inhabitanis  aleng  tlii'  roa<l,  ami  tn  alistain  I'mni  all  acts  of  hostility,  unless  he 
should  be  attacked,  or  his  advance  towards  the  town  sluudd  lie  opposed. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders.  Lieutenant  Crabbe  proceeded  towards  the  village  of  Foxardo,  with 
from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  men  under  his  command.  The  beach  where  the  landing  was  effected, 
was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town.  When  about  half  way  from  the  beach,  Lieuteii.tnt  Crahhe 
discovered  Lieutenant  Stribling  following  him  bearing  a  white  Hag.  As  soon  as  he  had  ajiproached  near 
enough  to  he  reeogni/.ed,  the  marines  were  halted.  LieutinanI  Siribling  came  up  with,  passed  them,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  town.  The  marines  followed  at  a  sh.irl  distance  in  his  rear.  Lieutenant  Strib- 
ling was  soon  after  met  by  a  party  from  the  village,  likewise  hearing  a  flag,  and  some  cummunications 
]iassed  Itctween  them,  which,  however,  are  not  in  evidence  before  the  ccmrt.  Lieutenant  Stribling  dis- 
patched a  rjiessage  to  Lieutenant  Crabbe,  then  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  in  his  rear,  desiring  him  not 
to  advance  further.  The  marines  were  then  halted  at  about  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  village.  About  the  same  time  a  number  of  armed  men,  perhaps  sixty  or  seventy,  were 
seen,  stationed  near  the  entrance  of  the  town,  with  a  small  cannon,  supposed  to  be  a  six  pounder,  and  a 
number  of  horsemen  armed  with  swords. 

Having  disposed  of  the  marines  in  the  manner  that  has  been  stated.  Captain  Porter  advanced  towards 
Foxardo  with  his  main  body.  On  the  way  up,  they  spiked  two  nine-pounders  which  the  Spaniards  had 
abandoned,  and  which  were  in  a  position  to  have  commanded  a  part  of  the  road.  These  guns  had  been 
passed  by  the  marines  without  their  taking  possession  of  them.  Captain  Porter  continued  his  march  till 
he  arrived  about  thirty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  marines,  where  he  halted  his  men — and  advanced  himself 
to  the  force  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Crabbe.  The  marines  were  then  wheeled  so  as  to  front 
the  Spaniards. 

In  the  cours'e  of  a  few  minutes,  the  flag  was  seen  returning  from  the  town,  and  Lieutenant  Stribling, 
accompanied  liy  the  alcalile,  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants,  approached.  Tlie 
muriiies  were  directed  to  occu|iy  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  to  permit  none  to  pass,  excepting  those  who 
wer<>  in  attendance  on  tin'  Hag.  Captain  Porter  retired  to  the  rear,  near  the  main  body,  and,  accompanied 
by  his  officers,  received  the  alcalde. 

In  the  conversation  which  then  took  place,  the  alcalde  admitted  having  detained  Lieutenant  Piatt, 
after  knowing  him  to  be  an  American  officer,  but  alleged  that  he  had  been  forced  to  act  by  others.  Cap- 
tain Porter  informed  him  that  he  alone  must  he  held  resimnsilile,  and  that  he  must  make  such  an  apology 
as  should  be  dictated;  that  the  period  allowed  him  for  deliheiation  had  nearly  cxpire.l ;  tli.at  but  five  or  seven 
minutes  remained  of  the  time.  Thai  a  reliisal  to  make  such  an  apology  as  was  reipiired,  would  compel 
him  to  resort  to  arms — the  conse(|ueia-es  of  which  would  In'  the  destruction  of  the  village.  The  proposi- 
ti(jn  was  acceded  to:  the  apology  was  dicLaled  l.y  C.aplain  Porter,  and  made  as  recjuired.  The  officers 
present  were  asked  wliether  they  were  satislid,  ami  replicMl  in  the  affirmative. 

The  alcade  then  invited  Captain  Porter  int(.i  tin-  town  with  some  of  his  officers,  and  Lieutenant  Crabbe 
and  his  marines;  ho  accompanied  the  Spaniards  towards  the  village,  but  did  not  go  beycuid  tlu^  outskirts — 
when  they  returned  to  the  beach,  where  they  were  supplied  with  refreshments  by  the  Sjianiards, 
re-embarked,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  John  Adams. 

The  foregoing  statement,  embracing,  as  the  court  conceives,  every  important  fact  disclosed  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  investigation,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)         •  I.  CHAUNCEY,  President. 

(Signed,)  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

May  9,  1825. 

The  report  having  been  signed,  the  judge  advocate  was  instructed  to  communicate  the  record  t(j  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  accompanying  letter,  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  H. 
The  court  adjourned  till  11  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Passage  Island,  November  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tij  inform  you  that,  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  I  was  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Cominandaut  I'latt,  of  the  U.  S.  sclnKiiier  Beagle,  who  had  visited  Foxardo,  a  town  on  the  east  side  of  Porto 
Rico,  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  for  the  jiurpose  of  making  inquiries  respecting  a  quantity  of  dry  goods, 
supposed  to  have  been  deposited  there  liy  pirates,  was,  after  being  recognized  as  an  American  officer  by 
the  proper  authorities,  tliere  imprisoned  and  shamefully  treated. 

Indignant  at  the  outrages  whicli  have  so  repeatedly  been  lieaped  on  us  by  the  authorities  of  Porto 
Rico,  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  I  left  the  ship,  and  taking  with  me  the  schooners  Grampus  and 
Beagle,  and  the  boats  of  the  John  Adams  with  Captain  Dallas  and  part  of  his  ofiicers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  where,  finding  preparations  were  making  to  tire  on  us  from  the  battery 
on  shore,  I  sent  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  to  spike  the  guns,  which  was  done  in  a  few  minutes,  as 
the  Spaniards  fled  on  tlie  landing  of  the  party.  I  then  landed  with  two  hundred  men,  and  marched  to  the 
town,  spiking  on  the  way  the  guns  of  a  small  battery  placed  for  the  defence  of  a  pass  on  the  road,  and 
reach'eil  the  town  in  about  thirty  minutes  after  landing;  I  found  them  prepared  for  defence,  as  they  had 
received  information  from  St.  Thomas  of  mj^  intentions  of  visiting  the  place.  I  halted  about  pistol  shot 
from  their  forces,  drawn  up  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  sent  a  flag,  requiring  the  alcalde  or  gover- 
nor, with  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  principal  offenders,  to  come  to  me  to  make  atonement  for  the  out- 
rage, giving  them  one  hour  to  deliberate.  They  appeared  accordingly,  and  after  begging  pardon  (in  the 
presence  of  all  the  officers)  of  the  officer  who  had  been  insulted,  and  expressing  great  penitence,  I  per- 
niittcil  them  to  return  to  the  town,  on  their  promising  to  respect  all  American  officers  who  may  visit  them 
hereafter.     We  then  returned  to  the  vessels,  and  left  the  harbor,  after  being  at  anchor  three  hours. 

As  we  were  getting  under  way,  a  number  of  persims  a|ipcared  on  the  beach,  bearing  a  white  flag, 
and  having  with  them  some  bullocks  and  a  number  of  horses  apparently  laden,  no  doubt  a  jiresent  from 
the  authorities  of  the  place,  which  they  informed  me  they  should  send  me. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  persons  and  our  flag  will  be  more  respected  hereafter,  than  it  lias  been 
by  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico. 

Every  officer  and  man  on  this  occasion,  conducted  themselves  in  a  manner  to  meet  my  entire  approba- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■    "  D.  PORTER. 

The  lion.  Saml.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  Washington. 

Navy  Department,  May  2,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  tliis  DepuitMient. 

(Signed)  '  CllA'ri  HAY,  Chiif  Clerk. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Tliov^pson' s  Island,  January  1,  1825. 
Sir:   I  have  thi>  lionor   to   transmit    you   copies  of  the   statements  made  to  me,  whii-ii  induced  me  to 
take  tlie  step  1  tlid,  us  regards  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Foxardo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

(Signed)  "  D.  PORTER, 

lion.  Samuel  L.  SoriiiARn,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,   May  2,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  cojiy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

(Signed)  ■  (•HA'S  HAY,  Chuf  Clerk: 


■        No.  3. 

St.  Thomas,  Nurember  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  store  of  Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.  was  liroken  open  on  the 
night  of  the  24th  nil..  iiii<l  property  to  a  considcralilc  lonoiinl  sloh^n,  and  having  strong  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  robbery  was  conniiitted  by  a  gang  ..f  thieves  «h<i  harl.,.r.'d  in  tlie  Ishiii.l  of  Porto  Itico,  I  com- 
municated the  same  to  Ca|itaiii  IMatt,  of  the  riiiteil  St ates  seiiooner  Beagle,  who  very  iiri>m]itly  oft'ered 
to  go  tiieie  ill  pursuit  of  them,  and  slarte.l  lor  {''oxardo  on  tlie  morning  of  tiie  25lh  with  a  pilot  which  I 
luriiished  him,  and  a  vouiig  man  from  the  eoiiiiting  lioiise,  witli  a  description  of  the  goods,  and  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  Mr.  .luau  Campos,  IV.,m  one  of  tlie  most  respectable  houses  in  tliis  jiiace,  and  well  known 
in  that  quarter.  The  manner  in  wliicli  Captain  Piatt  was  received  and  ti'eat<Ml  hiis  no  <loubt  been  ctim- 
municated  to  you  by  liim. 

I  beg  lea've  to'eiieiose  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Bergeest  and  Whllioin,  conlirniiiig  tlie  facts  of  tlie  late 
robberies  in  tliis  island,  having  in  most  instances  been  traced  to  the  (punter  of  I'orto  liico  wliere  Captain 
Piatt  went. 

1  have  till'  honor  to  be,  sir,  witli  great  respect,  your  most  oliedient  servant, 

(Signed;  STETHEX  CABOT,  U.  S.    Consular  Agent. 

To  Com.  Davih   Porter. 

Navy  Department,  3Iay  2,  1825. 
1  certify  that   the  foregoing  is  a  correct  coin'  of  an  enclosure  contained  in  a  letter  from  Commodore 
D.  Porter  to"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  dated  1st  January,  1825. 

(Signed)  ■  '  CIIA'S  IIAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
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No.  4. 

St.  Thomas,  November  11,  1824. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  our  friend,  Mv.  Stephen  Cabot,  we  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  some  facts  rela- 
tive to  the  robberies  lately  coniniitti'(l  dii  this  island. 

Our  own  store,  and  among-st  (ilh(  is,  those  uf  our  neighbors,  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  John  Kettle, 
Esq.,  Robert  Alexander,  Ks(|.,  Sanbot  Zoubert  &  Co.,  were  forcibly  lirnken  open,  property  to  a  very  large 
amount  stolen,  and  a  eonsideralile  part  of  the  goods  traced  to  Nu^ualiu,  near  Fdxardo;  in  consequence 
of  which,  and  the  cireiinistanee  that,  about  ten  days  previous  te  the  n.Mieiy  idniinitted  in  the  store  of 
Messrs.  Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.,  a  gang  of  desperate  thieves  made  their  escajic  linni  tlie  prison  of  the  city  at 
Porto  Rico,  as  also  that  every  search  had  been  made  here  on  shore,  as  well  as  in  the  harbor,  and  nothing 
discovered,  except  that  the  goods  stolen  had  been  carried  off  by  the  sea  side,  induced  us  to  recommend 
to  those  gentlemen  sending  down  a  person  to  Foxardo,  as  being  probably  the  means  of  tracing  the 
robbers. 

Desirous  of  assisting  our  friends,  Messrs.  Cabot,  Baily,  &  Co.,  in  this  object,  we  gave  one  of  their 
clerks,  and  whom  we  understood  was  to  go  down  in  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  our  friepd,  Mr.  Juan  Campos,  in  Foxardo,  who  had  on  former  occasions  of  the  same  nature 
been  the  means  of  discovering  the  property  and  perpetrators;  namely,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gib- 
son &  Co.,  and  our  own. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  sir, 

your  obedient,  humble  servants, 
(Signed)  BERGEEST  &  WHLHORN. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  3Iai/  2,  182.5. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  an  enclosure  contained  in  a  letter  from  Com.  D.  Por- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  1st  January,  182.5. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk: 


No.  5. 
United  States  Schooner  Be.\gle,  St,  Tltovias,  Novevtber  11,  1824. 

Sir:  At  10  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  October  last,  I  received  intelligence  thut  the  American  con- 
sul's store  had  been  forciby  entered  on  the  preceding  night,  and  robbed  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 
With  this  report,  the  Ameiiean  consul  requested  me,  provided  it  would  prove  consistent  with  my  duties, 
to  sail  in  quest  of  those  whnm  it  was  supposed  had  clandestinely  left  the  harbor  the  night  preceding  in  a 
small  boat,  and  generally  lielieved  by  those  acquainted  in  St.  Thomas,  to  have  proceeded  to  the  port  of 
Foxardo,  on  the  east  end  of  Porto  Rico.  I  directly  gave  the  necessary  orders  to  prepare  for  sea;  having 
received  a  good  pilot  on  board,  I  was  enabled  l)y  noon  to  proceed  in  (piesf  of  the  marauders. 

Standing  along  the  south  side  olCiabli  Island,  I  discovered  a  .sloop  in  Settlement  Bay;  boarded  her, 
and  received  information  of  a  piratical  sloop-ri^-ged  boat  to  leeward,  that  had  been  for  some  time  past 
infesting  the  coast.  This  information  inilm-ed  me  to  alter  my  course,  and  steer  for  the  west  end  of  Crabb 
Island.  At  10  A.  M.  discovered  a  slo,>|i  lieatin--  to  windward,  and  the  small  sloop-rigged  boat  standing 
from  the  land;  at  10.50  fired  a  shot  to  bring  the  sloop  to;  at  10.55  fired  again;  she  hove  about  and  stood 
for  the  land;  spoke  the  sloop  from  St,  Croix,  bound  to  St.  Thomas;  made  all  sail  for  the  sloop  boat  which 

run  into Bay,  and  her  crew  abandoned  her.     At  11.50  came  to,  and  took  possession  of  the  deserted 

boat;  at   11.55   made   sail,  and  stood  for  the   southeast  end  of  Porto  Rico;  at  sunset,  came   to  in  the 
harbor  of  Foxardo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  Creole  visited  me  from  the  shore,  who  In.n- an  invitation  from  the 
commandant  to  me  to  visit  him.  At  1  A.  M.,  in  company  witli  Lieutenant  Ritchie,  the  pilot,  and  tlie  con- 
sul's clerk,  I  landed.  For  our  better  success,  we  appeared  in  the  character  of  citizens;  on  my  reaching 
the  shore,  the  register  of  my  vessel  was  demanded;  I  explained  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  the  policy  of 
appearing  in  disguise.  This,  however,  proved  of  no  avail — I  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  Foxardo. 
Supposing  that  the  person  who  made  these  demands  had  no  authority  to  detain  me,  I,  in  company  with 
Lieutenant  Ritchie,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  and  explained,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  to 
the  captain  of  the  port,  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  produced  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Cabot,  American 
consul,  to  a  merchant  in  that  place,  in  relation  to  the  service  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

Having  observed  the  necessary  forms  and  ceremonies  with  regard  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  we  then 
waited  upon  the  alcalde,  and  further  acquainted  him  with  our  mission,  &c.,  who  proffered  us  every  assist- 
ance. Having  made  a  few  inquiries  in  some  of  the  retail  stores,  which  had  an  immediate  tendency  to 
bring  to  light  any  who  may  have  been  engaged  in  this  tiallie,  we  received  a  positive  order  to  proceed  to 
the  alcalde's  house,  where  we  were  also  received  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  damned  us  as  pirates, 
and  requested  of  me  register,  papers,  &c.  I  stated  I  possessed  no  register;  I  carried  no  papers,  other 
than  my  commission,  and  that  of  my  officers;  we  were  seized  as  culprits,  and  conveyed  to  prison.  To 
satisfy  them  of  my  real  character,  of  which  they  pretended  they  had  no  positive  proof,  I  consented,  though 
repugnant  to  my  feelings,  to  have  my  commission  sent  me.  After  its  production,  they  declared  it  a 
forgery,  and  again  remanded  us  to  prison,  declaring  he  would  not  release  us  uniil  he  had  heard  from  St. 
John's.  I  then  demanded  to  know  what  was  further  required;  the  reply  was,  "Your  appointment  as 
lieutenant  commandant  of  that  vessel  is  what  you  must  |)i-odiu-e." 

I  at  first  hesitated,  and  would  not  comply;  but  not  wishing  on  my  part  to  commit  any  action  which 

might  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony  existing  between  our  respective  governments,  I  produced 

my  appointment  as  lieutenant  commandant.     A  council  of  officers  was  called,  with  other  citizens  of  the 

place,  who,  after  having  heaped  upon  us  the  most  shameful  outrages,  permitted  us  to  depart  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  T.  PLATT. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy. 
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Navy  Department,  3£ay  2,  1825. 
I  certify  tliat  the  forcgoin,":  is  a  corroct  copy  nf  an  enclosure  contained  in  a  letter  from  Conimodure 
D.  Porter  to' the  Secretary  of  tiie  Navv,  dated   1st  Januarv,  1S25. 

(Signed)  '  ClIAS.  UAY,  CJwf  Clerk: 


No.    6. 

Navy  Department,  Frhruanj  1,  l!^23. 

Sir:  Yon  have  been  appninteil  to  thf-  command  of  a  squadnm  lifted  out  under  an  act  of  ('iini;-ress  of 
the  20th  DecMuWrr  last,  U>  cruise  iu  \U<-  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  .,f  Mexico,  for  the  purpos.-  of  suppress- 
ing piracy,  and  all'ordin--  ctrrctuul  protcctiiui  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  I'nite.l  States.  Vnur 
attention  "will  also  be  extruded  to  the  suppression  of  tlie  slave  trade,  according  to  the  provisioJis  of  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  on  that  sulijcct;  copies  of  which,  ami  of  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to 
our  naval  commanders  tlicreou,  arc  herewith  sent  to  you.  Whili'  it  is  yom'  duty  to  protect  our  ecsmmerce 
against  all  unlawful  interruption,  and  to  guard  the  rights,  hoih  of  jierson  and  property,  of  the  citizen.s  of 
the  United  States,  wherever  it  shall  become  necessary,  you  will  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to  encroach 
upon  the  rights  of  others;  and  should  you  at  any  time  be  brought  into  discussion  or  collision  with  any 
foreign  ]iower,  in  relation  to  such  rights,  it  will  be  expedient  ami  proper,  that  the  same  should  be  con- 
ducted with  as  luueh  moderation  and  forbearance,  as  is  consistent  with  the  honor  uf  your  country,  and 
the  just  claims  of  its  i-iti/.ens. 

Should  you  in  your  cruise,  fall  iu  witli  any  foreign  naval  force,  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
it  is  desirable  that  harmony  and  a  gooil  uuderstaiidiug  should  be  cultivated  between  you;  and  you  will  do 
everything  on  your  part,  that  accords  with  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  to  promote  this  object.  So  so(ui 
as  the  vessels  at  Norfolk  shall  bo  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  by  such  route  as 
you  shall  judge  best,  for  the  purpose  of  elfeetiug  the  object  of  your  cruise.  You  will  establish  at  Thomp- 
sou's  Island,  usually  called  Key  West,  a  dep(,t,  and  laud  the  (jnhianee  and  marines  to  protect  the  stores 
and  provisii.ms;  if,  however,  you  shall  find  any  important  objectiou  to  this  place,  and  a  more  suitable  and 
convenient  luie  can  lie  fVmnd,  you  are  at  liberty  to  select  it  as  a  depot. 

You  will  auuonnce  your  arrival  and  object  to  the  authorities,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Island  of  ("uba, 
and  endea\-er  to  obtain,  as  far  as  shall  be  |iraelieable,  their  co-operation;  or  at  least  their  favorable  and 
friendly  sujiport,  giving  them  the  juost  uue.piivocal  assurance,  that  your  sole  ,,l,ject  is  the  destruction  of 
pirates. 

The  system  of  piracy,  which  has  grown  up  iu  tlie  West  Indies,  has  ..liviously  arisen  from  the  war 
between  S|>,iiu  and  the  new  governinents,  her  late  ju-ovinces  in  that  hemisphere,  and  from  the  limited 
force  iu  tli<'  islands,  and  their  spaise  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  nniidiabited  and 
desohite,  to  which  the  active  autlioiity  of  the  government  does  not  extend.  It  is  understood  that  <'stali- 
lishmeiits  have  been  made  by  parties  of  these  banditti,  in  those  uninhabiti^d  parts,  to  which  they  carry 
their  plunder,  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  caunot  be  presumed  that  the  goxcrnmenl  of  any  island 
will  atford  any  protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  i-oulidently  be 
believed  that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  iu  their  power 
f(n'  their  suppression. 

Pirates  are  considered,  by  tli.'  law  of  nations,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the  iluly  of  all 
nations  to  put  them  down;  and  none  who  respect  their  own  character  cu-  iiileresl  will  refuse  to  doit, 
much  less  alVord  them  assistance  and  protection.  The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions  to  su|)- 
press  such  banditti,  has  the  greatest  merit. 

In  making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of  every  other  iiower,  to  the  extent  of  its  means, 
and  to  the  enj..yuieut,  under  its  sanction,  of  all  its  rights  in  the  pursuit  of  tli;>  object.  In  the  ease  of 
belligerents,  where  the  army  of  one  party  enters  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power,  the  army  oi'  the  other 
has  a  right  to  follow  it  there.     In  the  case  of  ))irates,  the  right  of  the  aimed  force  of  <.iie  power,  to  follow 

they  being  the  enemies  of  tin-  huuiau  I'aee,  all  nations  are  ))arties  auaiusl  lliem,  and  mav  be  considered 
as  allies.      The  obje,-t  and    i),|.u.lion  of  our  -overnm.uit  is  to  n'speel   the  leeliu-s,  as  well'as  tlu^  ri-hts  of 

others,  both  in  substance  aii.l    in  form,  iu  .all    tli.'  measures  which    luav  be  adople.l   t.,  ae,- plish  the  end 

in  view.  Should,  therefor,.,  the  crews  of  any  vessels  which  you  have  seen  eiigage.l  iu  acts  of  piracy,  (U- 
which  vou  have  just  cause  to  suspcH't  of  being  .if  that  c  arael<'r,  retreat  into  the  ports,  harbors,  (U-  settled 
parts   of  the    islands,  you    may  enter,    iu   |uiisuit    of  them,    sueli    ports,   harbors,  and    settled   |,arlsol'  the 

<-.iuulrv,  f.r  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  authorities,  or  | pie,  as  the  ease  mav  be,  to  seize  and   bring 

the  oirluiders  to  justice,  |U-evionslv  giving  notice  that  this  is  your  sol,.  ol,je,-t.  'Wlierethe  g.iverumeut 
exists,  and    is    fi'lt,  you  will    iu  all    instances    respect    tli,'    loe.il    authorities,  and   only  act    iu    aid    <,f,    and 

piraev;   an  obje,-t    in  wiiicli  all  '"iialious  ar |milly  interesh'd';   and    in  the   accomplishment  of  which,  the 

Spanish  aiilh/irilii'S  an.l  |.eoplc  will,  it  is  presumi^'d,  cordially  c.i-,,perale  with  you. 

If  in  the  imrsui  of  pirates  found  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat  into  the  uiiseltled  parts  of  the  islands,  or 
foreiuai  territory,  vou  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  tlie'm  so  loni;-,  only,  as  there  is  reasonable  |U-ospe,-t  of  being 
able  to  appivheii'd  them,  and  in  no  case  are  voii  at  lib.'rtv  I"  pursue  and  appivheml  anyone  after 
having   been    foil. id, leu  s,,   t,.,l,.,  by  cmpi^liuit    aiilli.,rity  ,if  tli,'   l,i,-al   goy,.riim.Mil.      .\iid   sli.ml.l   y,,u.,n 

ih'alt  with  a.-,-or,|in-  lo  law,  an. I  y,.ii  will  fiiri'iisli  su.-h  I'vi.l.-n,-..  as  shall  b,'  in  vour  powiu'  to  prov,.  the 
,,llVn,-e  all.'-,'  I  a.^-ain-t  llieni.  Slioiil.l  tli,'  hu'.al  auth,>rit  i,'s  ivfus,.  t..  r,',-,.iy,.  and  pr..se,-ul,'  sii,-h  prn'soiis 
s,.  appivli,-ii,l,Mi.  ,,n  your  fiiriiishin-  them  with  ivasonable  ,vi,|e„,M.  ,,f  tlu'ir  -iiilt,  you  will  tli,m  k,.,'p  them 

sah'lv  au,l  s,',-ni,'ly,  ,ui  b.iar-l  s,.m,'  of  tli,'  vessi^ls  iiml.'r   y,iiir  , man.l.  ami   r,'p,,rt  willi,mt  di^lay  to  this 

Department    tli,'   parli,-ular  ,ir.aimslamvs  ,if  su,-h  eases,      (iivat  compl.aints  ar,'  iiia,|,'  of  th.'   inti'rriipti.iu 

and    iiijiirv  to    our  ,',.miii<rc,,  by  privaliMas  lltti',1  out    IV Spanish    ports.      V,.iiwill    ,ai,lea  vor  to  ,>btain 

fr,.m  til,'  .Spanish  aiil  Im.iiI  i,  >  a  ii.l  ..f  111,'  y,'ss,'ls  s,.  ,-,  ,iiiiiiis.ione,|,  ami  as,i'ilaiii  li,.w  far  llii'V  lia\,'  been 
instruct, ',1   to   inti'n'i'i.t  ,.ur   tr.ul,'  with   M,'xi.',i  ami   tli.'  (_;,il,,iiibian  repiibli,';   impressing  upon"  them,  that, 
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according  to  tlic  wdl  sctUcil  rule  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  United  States  will  not  Cdiisidcr  any  (lortion 
of  coast  upon  tiic  (iulldl'  Mi'xic.i,  ,is  l.'^ally  blockaded,  except  where  a  naval  force  is  siationcd,  siilHcient 
to  carry  into  eircct  the  lilockadini;-  older  <ir  decree;  and  that  this  government  docs  not  rccogni/.c  the  right 
or  authority  orS|iaiii  to  inicnlid  <ir  iiLtcirupt  our  commerce  with  any  portion  of  the  coast  included  within 
the  Colniiiliiaii  n>|iiiMie  or  Mexican  .L;-o\crnment,  not  actually  Moekailed  by  a  competent  force. 

All  the  I'liiteil  States  ships  anil  vessels  of  war  in  the  \\'est  Imlies,  of  which  a  list  is  herewith  enclosed, 
are  placed  under  your  command,  and  you  will  distribute  them  to  such  stations  as  shall  appear  to  you  best 
calculated  to  afford  complete  protection  to  our  commerce,  in  which  you  will  embrace  the  object  of 
protecting  the  convoy  of  specie  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Mexican  coast  generally,  to  the  United  States. 
Keep  one  vessel  at  least  upon  this  si-rvice,  to  be  at,  or  near.  Vera  Cruz  during  the  healthy  seasim  of  the 
year,  and  to  be  relieveil  as  occasion  shall  require,  both  for  convoy  of  trade,  and  to  bring  specie  to  the 
United  States — c(jnlining  the  transportation  to  the  United  States  only.  You  will  be  particularly  watchful 
to  preserve  the  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  under  your  command,  and  to  guard,  in  every  possible 
manner,  against  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate;  not  permitting  any  intercourse  with  the  shore  where 
the  yellow  fever  prevails,  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity. 

Wishing  you  good  health,  and  a  successful  cruise,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Wed  Indies. 

Navy  Department,  Ifa)/  2,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  transcript  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Cl.rrk. 


No.  T. 

Marine  Barracks,  Allenton,  TJiompson's  Island,  February  6,  1825. 

I,  Thomas  B.  Barton,  first  lieutenant  of  marines  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  commanding 
the  marines  on  this  station,  do  make  the  following  statement  of  facts,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of 
Commodore  David  Porter,  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  in  the  West 
Indies,  &c.,  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  November,  1824. 

The  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Porter,  with  the 
United  States  schooner  Beagle  in  company,  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo  on  the  14th  November,  1824, 
about  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  Grampus.  Both  vessels  entered  the  harbor  with  the 
United  States  ensign  displayed.  We  had  scarcely  let  ,t;-(i  oui-  anchor,  wliich  was  done  directly  opposite  a 
two  gun  battery  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  ele\  aied  pi'iliaps  eiulity  feet  aliove  the  le\-(d  of  the  ocean,  when 
I  perceived  twenty  or  more  men  in  the   batlery,  loadin--   and    training    the    guns  in  the  direction  of  the 

Grampus.     I  soon  after  received  ordi^i's  thron-li    l.ieulenani   Sloat,  coi under  of  the  schooner,  to  be  in 

readiness  to  connnand  the  niarine  guard  atta<  lied  to  lier,  lourteen  in  iiunilier,  and  to  proceed  in  the  launch, 
the  largest  boat  of  tiie  (;ranipiis,  with  Lieiiti'iiant  I'lMidergrast,  her  first  liiMitenant. 

The  latter  officer  ivieived  the  foUowiug  orders,  in  substance,  from  Cnnnnodore  Porter,  in  my  presence: 
To  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  two  gun  battery,  directly  opposite,  and  land  the  men  under  his  com- 
mand at  as  little  hazaiil  as  possible.  To  take  the  liatlery,  spike  the  guns,  anil  destroy  the  aniniunition; 
and  then  pursue  the  direction  of  the  main  body  under  the  command  of  the  commodore  in  person.  Lieu- 
tenant Pendergrast  was  particularly  ordered  not  to  fire  a  gun,  unless  he  met  with  resistance;  and  not 
to  permit  the  men  to  commit  any  depredation  upon  persons  or  property. 

We  then  pulled  off  from  the  Grampus,  in  a  direction  for  the  battery,  and  perceiving  that  they  were 
training  their  guns,  one  to  bear  on  the  Grampus,  and  one  on  our  launch,  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  to 
effect  a  landing  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  that 
they  could  not  bring  the  gun  to  bear  on  us,  which  they  were  using  every  exertion  to  do. 

Having  succee(led    in  landing  in  rear  of  the  battery,  we  inled   the  hill  with  muskets,  pistols,  and 

cutlasses,  and  discoveicil  the  works  to  be  that  moment  descried  by  the  Spaniards.  We  took  quiet  pos- 
session, and  found  two  lon,g  eighteen  pounders,  one  of  them  charged  with  a  cartridge  of  powder  and 
round  shot,  and  a  canister  tilled  with  grape  shot,  musket  balls,  and  spikes,  the  gun  primed,  and  a  lighted 
match  placed  near  it.  The  other  gun  was  partly  charged,  but  was  deserted  before  the  loading  of  her 
was  completed. 

Agreeably  to  orders,  we  spiked  the  guns  with  files;  and  finding  one  or  two  charges  of  powder,  and 
a  canister  with  grape,  musket  balls,  and  spikes,  alongside  one  of  the  guns,  the  ammunition  was  destroyed. 

After  having  secured  the  battery  conformably  to  orders,  we  re-embarked  in  our  launch,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  direction  of  the  main  body,  which  had  landed  near  the  road  leading  to  the  town  of 
Foxardo. 

After  we  reached  the  landing,  I  was  ordered  by  Commodore  Porter  to  remain  with  a  ,c,-uard  under 
my  command,  to  protect  the  boats  during  his  absence  with  the  main  body;  and  1  was  particularly 
ordered  to  permit  no  man  of  my  guard,  upon  any  consideration,  to  conunit  (h'predations  upini  the  inliald- 
tants  or  their  property,  which  order  was  obeyed. 

(Signed)  'THOS.  B.  BARTON,  Lieidenant  Commanding  Marines. 

Sworn  before  me  this  1th  of  Febrtiary,  1825. 

(Signed)  '  JNO.  R.  MIFFLIN, 

A  Jastiee  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Monroe,  Territon/  of  Florida. 
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B. 

Gkn-ti.emkn-  of  the  Court:  Before  .ymi  prdcpod  to  iiivosti.c'ato  tlip  snlijoct  subiiiitfcd  to  ymi,  allow  nic 
to  iii;iko  a  tow  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  ]ueei'|it  which  aiitliori/.es  ynur  f  iriuiiiy;  yourselves  into  a 
court,  ami  the  nature  of  the  duties  which  it  im|ioscs  ou  yon. 

As  rej^-ard.s  the  lirst  charg-e  as:ainst  me,  siihmitted  to  your  investi.i;-ation,  I  have  nothing  at  present 
to  say;  the  Secretary  of  tln'  Saw  liaving-  preferred  it  against  me,  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  couch  it  in 
whatever  language  may  appinr  to  him  most  proper  to  obtain  the  end  he  has  in  view.  The  mere  state- 
ment of  the  charge,  however  f  nciMe  the  terms,  is  no  proof  of  my  guilt;  and  it  remains  for  mc  to  oppose 
to  it  the  i)roofs  1  have  in  my  possession;  siillicient,  1  trust,  to  sii'iw  that  my  conduct  in  landing  in  a  hos- 
tile manner  on  the  shores  oi'  I'orto  Kic.j  was  not  only  justilialile.  hut   iiraiseworthy. 

It  is,  howi'ver,  a  duty  1  es|iecially  owe  to  myself  and  to  others  undi'r  my  command,  to  notice  the 
manner  in  whii-h  thi'SiM-oiid  sulijert  is  siilmiitteil  to  your  investigation,  to  wit,  the  carrying  of  specie,  &c. 
You  will  jierccive  Ihat  it  is  admitted  in  the  precep'i,  that  the  investigatiim  of  this  subject  is  ordered  at 
my  |iarticular  r('(piest.  and  this  lieiu^'  the  case,  it  would  seem  but  just  that  the  request  should  be  com- 
pfied  with,  according  to  its  terms. 

My  reiiuest,  as  contained  in  mv  letter  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  of  the  second  of  .March,  is  in 
the  f  .flowing  words: 

"llavin-  this  dav  s,.,.n  in  a  |uint,  several  letters  from  Mr.  Thomas  IJandall  and  Mr.  John  Mountain, 
comnLUiiicalcd  tluoii-h  tin'  Stale  Department  to  Conuress,  and  hi-lilv  injurious  to  the  character  of  myself 
and  other  olli.vrs  belonging  t..  the  West  India  s.piadron,  1  have  'to  r.^pmst  that  an  impiirv  nmy  be 
instituteil,  to  aseeitain  how  far  facts  will  jiistilv  their  statements  and  remarks,  and  the"  injurious 
remarks  they  have  elicited  on  the  lloor  of  Congress." 

You   will   percei\c,  by  a   perusal  of  tli<>  precept,  that   your  attention    is   not   directe<l   to  the  in.piiry 

in  my  application;  you  are  not  directed  to  impure  how  far  facts  will  justify  llirir  .-^Idlruirnl.i  and  rcmaH-m, 
aml'lUr  iHjiinn;^  r'nnnrLs  tl,r,/  l,arr  rl,r,l,;l  ',„  t/ir  Jln,,r  o/'  ('n,)ijn'.<s.'  Voii  are,  in  tact,  not  directed  to 
extend  th('  impiiry,  so  as  t.i  asci'rtain  how  lar  otiie'rs,  as  well  as  myself,  were  imiilicated  in  transactions, 
which,  it  tiaie.  were  highly  disrepntable  to  all  coucci'ikmI;  but  you  are  simply  recjuired  to  ascertain 
whether  the  na\.il  force  in  the  West  Indies  and  (iulf  of  Mexico  K'ffis  employed  to  the  best  advantage; 
whether  it  was  not  employed  in  the  trans|iortation  of  specie,  and  in  other  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to 
the  neglect  of  tin'  pni'lic  interest.  1  beg  you  to  compare  the  charge  as  it  stands  in  the  precept,  with 
my  request,  and  say  if  you  can  liml  the  slightest  resi'inblance  between  them.  I  am  not  very  particular 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  cliar.nc  has  been  worded;  but,  as  some  of  the  vessels  under  my  command 
have  been  "  emplo^'ed  in  the  transportation  of  specie,  and  (perhaps)  in  other  objects  of  inferior  moment," 
all  of  which,  I  trust,  my  ordeis  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  maile  necessary,  your  decision,  in  the 
negative  or  affirmative,  can  therefore  have  no  bearing  on  the  innoeent'e  or  guilt  of  myself,  and  those 
under  my  command.  The  (|uestion,  had  it  been  submitted  to  you  as  was  intended  by  me,  would  havtt 
been  simply  this:  Haw  Captain  I'orter  and  the  officers  of  the  West  India  s(pmdron  basely  neglected 
their  duty,  and  sacriiiceil  the  imblic  interests,  as  charged  by  Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain;  and  do  they 
deserve  the  strictures  which  have  been  passed  on  them  on  the  lloor  of  Congress? 

The  (|Uestion,  as  it  now  stands  in  the  pri^cept,  may  reipiire  yon  to  investigate  the  propriety  of  the 
orders  issu<M|  fn,iii  the  Navy  Department,  but  its  dcci.sion  can  lilive  no  bearing  on  the  conduct  of  those 
who  acted  in  obedieiHM'  to 'tlHin.  .\lv  motive  in  askiii-  t'nv  this  impiirv,  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
justilying  myself,  and  others  under  mV  conmiand,  against  tla^  cliaiges  .,l' Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain, 
anil  the  illiiieial  remarks  they  gave  rise  to.  I  had  no  wisli  to  pry  into  the  conductor  motives  of  the 
Secretary  of  tin'  Navy,  or  to  implicate  him  by  any  investigation  t.'.uching  his  official  conduct.  1  have 
never  d..ubte(|  the  pr..priety  of  tlie  orders  lie  gave  rnc;  nor  do  I  ilonbt  it  now — but,  as  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  yoii  stands,  the  i-csult  must  necessarily  be  a  decision  as  to  //«•(>  propriety;  a  decision  I  have 
nevei-  aske.l  lor,  and  with  whi<-h  1  have  nothing  to  do.  To  me  it  matters  little,  wlietl'ier  the  orders  I  acted 
under  were  in  conformity  with  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  piracv  or  not;  it  is  onlv  necessary  for  my 
justili.-ation  to  show,  that  1  acted  in  strict  obedience  to  the  orders  I  receiv.'d;  let  those  who  issued  theni, 
if  tliere  is  anvtiiinu-  wron-  in  then,,  answ.'r  f.r  the  r.'st. 

.Messrs,  Kandall  and  Mountain  are  und.astoo.l  f.  have  said,  that  mvself  an,l  otlaa's  nn.ler  mv  corn- 
man. 1.  have  n.'glc,-t,.d  the  .luties  whu'h  were  conlid.'d  to  ns,  I,,  the  discavdit  .if  tlu'  navv  an.l  the  iiali.m,  to 
th.>  injury  ..f  th.'  pi'op.aty.  an.l  {n  the  sa.ailic,'  ,.f  the  citiz.'ns  .>r  th.'  I'nit.'.l  ,<tati's,  loi"tli.'  sol,,  purpose  of 
beneliting  .mrselv.'s.  by  Ih,.  transportati.ai  .if  sp.,-i,..  If  what  th..s,.  -.'nthMmai  sav  ..f  us  is  tru.',  we  are 
n.it  .inly  nnw.irthy. if  hoi. ling  c.iminissions  in  th.'  navv,  but  are  .livservini;-  th,'  scv.n-c.sl  pnnishniiuit  a  court- 
martial  can  senti^nce  us  t.i  receive;   an.l  d'  w  ar,'  n..t  guilty,  wr  sh.iul.'l  n.it  only  b.^  pr.uioun.v.l  innocent. 

It  li..e.imcs  then  a  .pu^stLm  of  charactia-  li,.tw..en  tliiMii  an.l  us.  If  tliev  pr..v,'.  their  cliarn-es,  they 
deserve  w.'ll  ,,f  their  cmntrv  f.ir  ex]i..siii.u-  us.  an.l  we  must  sink,  a.L.l  .l.'s.aveill  v ;  if  w,'  a.'.piit  .'mr.s.dves 
of  them,  they  will  n.i  l.iiig.M-  b.'  wathy  ..I' .•.msi.l.a-ati.m. 

The  .pi.''sti.in  thiui  sii.ail.l  have  li.^en  submit  tiMl  t-i  v.ai  in  all  its  b..ariie.;s,  in  strii't  c.iidormitv  with 
the  langua-e  ..f  the  r.'.pi.^st  whi.-h  pm.lu.v.l  th.^  .,r.ler  tor  th.^  in.piirv;  an.l  ha.l  this  be.^n  dnnr,  v.in'wonhl 
have  b.M'n  all!,,  t.i  have  .■ome   to   a   sat  isfact.  ay  .-om-lusion ;    but    .-oniining  y.mrself  to  the   subjl^ct  as  pre- 

M.^ssrs.  l.'an. jail  an.l  .M.amtain,  an.l  nivseir  an.l  ..111. as'.'      """"^""     '""""-       "     I""" 

I  hav..  tak.m  th..  lib.atv  to  mak..  th.^s..  r.anarks  at  this  earlv  p.Ti.,.1,  with  tla-  h..p..  that  V..U  w..uhl,  by 

applyin.-  t.i  Ih.^   .^.Mavtaiy  ..f   Ih.^  Xavy.  .il.t.ain   a  r.visi ,r  m'o.lili.-alion  ..f  the  pr.n-ei.t,  s.".   as  t..  enable 

yu  t.i  ivaeh  th..  .ibj.^.-t  which  in. In. v. 1  me  t..  ask  tlii'  in.piirv;  ..r.  at  I.Mst,  Ihat  such  m.^asun^s  might  be 
tak.m,  as  may  s,...m  t.i  you  ..xp.Mli.ml,  1..  enable  vm  l.i  .He.-t  the  piirpos,.  wlii.-h  cansi'd  me  to  make  the 
applicati..ii  fir  an  inv.st  i-at  i,  ,n  of  th..  truth  .if  tli,'  .-liar-.s. 

1    b,-   th..    c.iiirl    to   li..   p.rsiia.l.Ml    that    lli.'s,.    ivmarks,    an.l    this   r.MpiesI,  original. ^.l    in   n..wish    to 

hav,.  ,v.ry  .ipp.ul  unity  .if  proving  tluMr  ;-hai-vs.  an.l  tin'  a.vuse.l  t'h.^  a.lvantag.^  ..f  icbutting  them';  that 
truth  may  b.^  ma.l.^  known,  an.l  justi.v  .  ibtaiii.Ml.  th,.  ,,iilv  .ii.l  an.l  .il.j.-.-t,  it  is  jiivsum.'.l,  ..f  the  investiga- 
li"U.  1  beg  lea\..  t.i  slat.'  fintli.a,  that  it  was  n.it  mv  iiil..nti.iii'  t..  mak.^,  iiii.l.a-  anv  .■ircnmslances 
whatevia-,  .ibj.ctions  to  any  iii,iiili,a-  whom  tli.^  Secivtarv  of  the  Xavv  mieht  think  iiroiier  t..  .ir.ler  on  this 
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court,  and  I  should  now  w;ii\-t'  all  iil)jcctii>iis  was  my  (■(uiiliu't  ah the  subject  of  inquiry;   but  since  the 

Secretary  has  chosen,  by  the  samr  iiivr,|it,  to  siilmiit  to  y,iii  char-cs  against  me,  originating-  with  myself, 
and  the  investigation  of  tin'  cniidiift  uf  inyscil'  ami  dtlicrs,  asked  \\,r  l>y  me,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  others,  to 
guard  by  every  means  in  my  p(jwer  against  a  decisiuu  injiiriiMis  to  them. 

It  has  not  escaped  your  observation,  there  are  two  luimlnis  of  this  court  junior  to  rae.  This,  how- 
ever, at  first  sight,  may  not  by  many  be  considered  a  rcastjnalilo  ground  of  objection,  as  the  act  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy  only  requires  tiiree  coininissioncd  otfiriTs,  and  a  judge  advocate,  to 
constitute  a  court  of  inquiry;  but  I  think  it  must  be  apiiar<iit,  that  tin'  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  law 
was,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  dift'ereuce  of  the  memlieis  whicli  compose  them,  courts  of  inquiry 
should  be  formed,  regulated  and  governed  on  the  same  ]irinei[iles  as  courts-martial. 

A  (dui't-mailial  niay  consist  of  from  live  to  tliirleen  meniliers;  but  it  is  required  that  not  more  than 
one-half  of  tin'  members,  if  it  can  ]'f  ax'oided,  shall  be  junior  to  llie  ollicer  tried.     This  rule,  no  doubt,  was 

intended  to  prevent  the  interested  feeling  of  the    junior  menibers   IV operating  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

officer  to  be  tried,  an<l  the  same  rule  shouM  in  justice  go\'ei-n  courts  ol'  inqniry;  courts  of  in(piiry  having 
the  same  power  to  sunnjion  witnesses,  administer  oaths  ami  imiiish  i-onteinpt,  it  was  e\idently  designed 
that  they  should  b(>  similarly  constitnteil,  I'.y  e\-ery  lule  and  principle  of  justice,  the  accused  should  be 
tried  by'disinterested  junior's,  or  at  least  a  m.'i joiity  of  them. 

Will  it  he  contendeil  that,  h  ciiise  tin-  law  requires  three  commissioned  officers  to  constitute  a  court 
of  inquiry,  that  three  commissioned  ollicers,  from  any  (if  the  subordinate  classes,  would  be  a  sufficient 
court  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  a  squadron?  Lieutenants,  pursers, 
chaplains,  surgeons,  and  I  believe  surgeons'  mates,  are  commissioned  officers;  but  surely  it  will  not  be 
asserted  that  a  sufficient  court  for  the  investigation  of  my  conduct  could  be  formed  of  these  classes.  It 
was,  therefore,  evidently  designed,  that  only  such  commissioned  officers  as  may  legally  sit  on  a  court- 
martial  can  sit  on  a  court  of  inquiry,— should  not  only  be  similar  in  their  organization,  but  also  formed  of 
the  same  materials  as  courts-martial. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  feel  that  I  should  do  not  my  duty  to  others,  conxidn-uKi  Ihr  fiarful 
odds  I  have  to  contend  against,  if  I  did  not  submit  to  the  court  whether,  with  a  majority  junior  to  myself, 
it  can  legally  proceed  to  investigate  my  conduct.  That  the  court  is  formed  agreeably  to  the  letter  of  the 
law,  I  cannot  deny,  nor  could  I,  were  it  formed  of  any  of  the  subordinate  classes  I  have  mentioned.  But 
whether  it  is  formed  according  to  its  spirit  and  intention,  and  on  principles  of  justice,  is  the  question  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  you. 


c. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  Hay  2,  1825. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  court  of  inquirj'-,  convened  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Captain  David 
Porter,  to  inform  you  that  the  court  was  this  day  duly  organized,  in  pursuance  of  the  precept  in  the  case, 
and  that  after  the  members  were  duly  sworn.  Captain  Porter  read  to  the  court  a  certain  paper  herewith 
transmitted  for  your  consideration.  You  will  perceive  that  an  exception  is  taken  to  the  court  itself,  as 
not  composed  of  competent  members. 

This  objection  applies  to  a  majority  of  the  court,  and  they  consequently  feel  a  delicacy  in  determin- 
ing a  question  involving  their  own  competency.     The  court,  therefore,  has  deemed   it  correct,  to  submit 
the  questions  thus  raised,  to  your  determination;  and  to  adjourn  the  court  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
your  opinion,  before  proceeding  in  the  investigation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


RICHAIID  S,  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 


Navy  -Department,  3Iay  3,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  communicating  the  paper  submitted  to  the  court  by  Captain  D. 
Porter,  has  been  received. 

If  it  was  the  intention  of  Captain  Porter  to  present  a  challenge,  or  oifer  a  specific  legal  exception,  to 
any  member,  the  proper  tribunal  for  its  decision  was  the  court  itself — the  proper  time  was  before  the 
members  were  sworn. 

If,  as  is  presumed,  he  designed  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  court  was  composed,  as  unjust 
or  illegal,  he  ought,  before  the  meeting  of  the  court,  to  have  applied  to  the  Department,  which  alone  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  affording  a  remedy. 

A  copy  of  the  precc^pt,  statin.g  filenames  of  the  officers  who  were  to  compose  the  court,  and  the  object 
of  inquiry,  was  furuislu'd  to  him  on  the  20th  day  of  April  last. 

As,  however,  you  have  deenied  it  correct  to  "  suhmit  the  ipiestions  raised"  by  Captain  Porter,  to  "  my 
determination,"  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  opinion  of  tin'  Department  as  to  the  legality  of  constituting 
the  court  with  three  captains,  of  the  same  rank  with  (,'aptain  I'orter,  oni'  being  senior,  and  two  junior,  to 
himself,  was  necessarily  expressed  in  the  very  act  which  ci-eateil  and  convened  the  court;  and  no  argu- 
ment is  discovered,  in  the  paper  submitted,  calculated  to  change  that  opinion. 

As  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  court  possesses  the  |iower  to  decide  on  the  form  of  the  precept,  the 
objects  for  which  it  should  have  been  convened,  or  those  into  which  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire,  the 
reason  and  design  of  the  comment  which  is  made  on  the  form  and  words  of  the  precept  are  not  distinctly 
perceived,  and  may  be  totally   misappn'hemle.l. 

_  If  its  form  seemed  incorrect  to  Captain  I'orler,  or  not  calculated  to  meet  the  objects  which  he  had  in 
asking  for  an  inquiry,  the  Departmeut,  which  alone  possessed  the  power  to  alter  the  form  of  the  precept, 
and  change  the  scope  of  the  investigation,  ought  to  have  been  addressed  on  the  subject. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having  thought  proper  to  order  an  investigation  into  the  trans- 
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actions  at  Foxardo,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Department  so  to  frame  the  precept  as  to  meet  that  object ; 
and  it  is  believed  tliat  the  court  will  find  no  ditticulty  in  comprehending  what  is  directed  on  that  point. 

The  imiuiry  r<>lating  to  some  other  parts  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Porter,  while  commanding-  the 
squadrdu  in  thi'  West  Imlics.  was  granted  at  his  request,  and  was  intended  to  be  so  general,  as  to  per- 
mit him  the  iitiiiust  latitude  in  proving  what  had  been  his  conduct  on  anyparticular  point  which  he  might 
select;  and  shuwing  that  In'  was  free  from  all  just  cause  of  accusation,  by  M-homsoever  made.  If  the 
words  be  not  surticiciitiy  limad  to  permit  such  an  investigation,  they  would  heretofore  have  been  promptly 
extended,  at  his  rcMjucst,  and  no  difficulty  will  now  be  made  should  he  so  request  it,  in  so  directing  the 
court  as  to  acccmiplish  his  cibject.     The  defect  on  this  point,  if  one  exist,  is  not  perceived. 

It  was  ni4  tin'  iiitciitin'n  of  the  Department,  at  the  suggestion  or  solicitation  of  Captain  Porter,  to 
direct  the  court  to  inquiir  inte  the  ci>iidmt  of  other  officers,  of  whose  actions  the  Department  saw  no 
cause  to  complain;  whd  hail  imt  asked  lor  any  inquiry;  and  for  whom,  it  was  not  perceived  that  he  had 
any  authoritv  U>  deinaiul  it. 

Mm-h  less  was  it  the  iiiteiiticiu  iif  the  Department,  en  an  inquiry  asked  by  liiiii,  to  submit  to  the  court 
the  legality  or  the  propriety  of  the  ortlers  given  to  him;  nor  is  it  iVlieved  tliat  the  precept  can  bear  any 
such  construction. 

With  this  view  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  papers  sulmiitted,  the  Departnjent  has  only  to  direct, 
that  the  court,  constituted  as  it  is,  proceed  to  make  the  inquiry  din'cted  by  the  precept. 
I  am,  respectfulh',  yours,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L   L.  SOUTHARD. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq., 

Ji(dgc  Aflvocale  af  the  Naval  Court  <if  Inquiry,  at  the  Xaoj  Yanl,  Washington. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Court:  Before  proceeding  to  the  examination  of  any  witness  in  my  defence,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  decision  of  the  Seereiary  of  thi'  Navy  as  regards  tlie  legality 
of  the  formation  of  the  court.  A  question  of  law  and  justice',  on  whieli  thi'  court  rifhrr  ivuw  iiiconijictcncy 
or  delicacy  are  unwilling  to  come  to  a  decision,  should  not  be  decided  on  by  the  officer  with  whom  the 
iUi-ijuJitij  aiid  iiijudlce  complained  of  is  supposed  to  have  originated.  A  question  of  the  importance  of  the 
one  submitted  U)  you,  I  was  impressed  with  a  belief,  at  the  time  of  presenting  it,  would  be,  and  am  still 
of  the  opinion  should  be,  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  if  the  court  from  any 
cause,  was  unwilling  to  take  the  resiioiisibility  on  itself  And,  in  order  that  I  may  not  lie  suinmsed  to 
have  given  my  assent  to  any  circumstance,  wiiieh  liy  any  tribunal  hereafter,  may  be  suiiposeil  to  vitiate 
the  legality  of  your  pn'oceedings,  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  taking  atiy  part  whatever  in  this  investi- 
gation, until  the  question  I  have  submitted  to  you  is  decided  on  by  e(ini]ietent  aiitluirity — a  question  not 
originating  in  any  captious  disposition  on  my  part  to  create  difficulties,  as  it  wouKl  appear,  from  the 
quotation  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  is  supposed  to  be  the  cause,  but  tVoni  a  sinceie  desire  that  every 
proceeding  in  the  case  should  be  conducted  according  to  the  strictest  principles  of  law  and  justice. 

If  an  error,  as  is  intimated,  was  committed  in  point  of  form,  in  the  time  taken  to  state  my  objection,  the 
court  will  no  doubt  recollect  that  the  error  did  not  originate  with  me.  I  apprised  the  members  assembled 
before  its  formation  of  my  intention,  and  adopted  the  time  suggested  to  me  by  the  judge  advocate.  But 
even  if  an  error  had  been  committed  by  me  merely  in  point  of  form,  is  it  just,  considering  all  circum- 
stances, that  \he  party  opposed  to  me  should  avail  itt<elf  of  this  error  to  my  disadvantage,  when  no  intima- 
tion whatever  of  the  error  was  made  to  me,  at  any  time,  either  by  the  court,  or  its  law  adviser? 

That  I  did  imt  apply  to  the  Department  before  the  meeting  of  theenuit,  to  remedy  the  evil  com|dained 
of,  scarcely  needs  an  ex]ilaiiation;   if  it  dues,  you  have  it  lunr  tii  the  dicisimi  (/  the  Secretary. 

I  leel'it  due  to  myself,  in  making  this  protest,  to  jilace  on  the  record  my  reply  to  the  intimation,  that 
the  precept  would  have  been  changed,  on  my  ajiiilication,  before  the  meeting  of  the  eourt. 

You  have  already  been  made  acquainted  with  the  language  used  in  my  application  for  the  investiga- 
tion sought  for  by  me;  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  repeat  it.  The  Secretary,  in  what  jiurports  to  be  his 
reply,  dated  on  16th  of  March,  states  as  follows: 

"  It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  dett'rmination  of  the  Executive,  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
will  be  formed,  as  smm'as  circuiiistaiiees  will  i)ermit,  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo,  which 
was  the  occasion  of  your  recall,  and  also  to  comidy  with  the  requt'st  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  8th 
inst." 

I  must  observe  that  I  understood  the  Secretary  to  mean  by  the  letter  of  the  8th  my  letter  of  the  2d, 
as  1  never  made  any  request  to  him  in  any  letter  vi'  that  date,  relating  to  the  subjects  submitted  to  you. 
Conliding  in  the  assurance  of  his  reply,  I  was  greatly  surju-ised  at  the  wording  of  the  precept,  and  I  must 
leave  you  to  decide  whether,  after  it  had  been  issued,  the  court  was  not  the  proper  medium  through 
which  I  was  bound  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary. 

I  will  further  remark  that,  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  precept,  the  Secretary,  IVoiii  somi-  objections 
to  the  style  of  my  letter,  thought  ]iroper  to  remiii<l  me  of  the  relation  which  subsists  between  me'and  the 
Departiiieut.  .Viid  not  willing  that  otfeiice  should  in  future  be  taken  when  none  was  intended,  or  to  incur 
a  similar  icpioof  when  imne  was  d<'ser\'eil,  1  thought  it  safest,  nn  my  own  account,  that  all  my  communi- 


E.t 

GENTi.EMicy  OK  TUE  CnriiT:  l?efore  ]iroeeeiling  to  the  examination  of  atiy  witness  in  my  defence,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  derision  of  the  Secrt'tai'v  of  the  Navy,  as  regards  the  legality 
of  the  formation  of  llie  couit. 


•As  with  the  objectionable  matter  underscored  by  the  court.  fAs  presented  by  Captain  Porter. 
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A  question  of  law  and  justice  on  which  tlie  court,  either  from  incoiniictrncv  ur  (Idicary,  uri'  unwilling 
to  come  to  a  decision,  should  not  be  decided  on  by  the  officer  with  wlidin  Ihc  illi  -ality  and  justice  com- 
plained of  is  supposed  to  have  originated.  A  question  of  the  importance  (it  the  mir  siiluiiiticil  to  j'ou,  I 
was  iin|iiisscil  witii  a  belief,  at  the  time  of  presenting  it,  would  be,  and  am  still  of  tlie  opinion  should  be, 
submitted  tn  till'  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  if  the  court  from  any  cause  was  unwilling  to 
take  tlir  rvsiHiiisibility  on  itself.  And,  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  supposed  to  have  given  my  assent  to 
any  circumstance  which,  by  any  tribunal  hereafter,  may  be  supposed  to  vitiate  the  legality  "f  your 
proceedings,  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  taking  any  part  whatever  in  this  invest  i-ation,  until  the 
question  I  have  submitted  to  you  is  decided  on  by  competent  authority — a  quest ien  imt  originating 
in  any  captiniis  dis]).isition  on  niy  part  to  create  difficiilti(\s,  as  it  would  appear,  from  tlie  qu<jtation  in  the 
secretary's  letter,  is  sii|ipns<'(l  tn  lie  the  case,  lull  IVuiii  a  sincere  desire  that  every  proceeding  in  the  case 

should  lie  ceiidiu-teil  aee.irdilig  tn  the  stiietest  pliiieiples  of  law  and  justice. 

If  an  error,  as  is  intimated,  was  conniiitted  in  point  of  form,  in  the  time  taken  to  state  tny  nlijeetion, 
the  court  will  no  doubt  recollect  that  the  error  did  not  originate  with  me.  1  apjaised  the  inemliers 
assembled  before  its  formatloji  of  my  intention,  and  adopted  the  time  suggested  tu  me  liy  the  jiid-e  advo- 
cate. But  even  if  an  error  had  been  committed  by  me,  merely  in  ])iiint  of  iorm,  is  it , just,  eniisideiin;;-  all 
circumstances,  that  the  party  opposed  to  me  should  avail  itself  of  this  error  to  my  disad\antage,  when 
no  intimation  whatever  of  the  error  was  made  to  me,  at  any  time,  either  by  the  court  ur  its  law  adviser? 

That  I  did  not  apply  to  the  Department  before  the  meeting  of  the  court,  to  remedy  the  evil  comiilained 
of,  scarc(dy  needs  an  explanation;  if  it  does,  you  have  it  now  in  the  decision  of  the  Secretary. 

I  le(  1  it  due  to  myself,  in  making  this  protest,  to  place  on  the  record  my  reply  to  the  intimation,  that 
the  precept  would  have  been  chaiige<l,  on  my  application,  before  the  meeting  of  the  court. 

You  have  already  lieeii  made  aequaiiiteil  with  the  language  used  in  my  application  for  the  investi- 
gation sought  for  by  lue;  it  is  tlierelure  uinie<'essary  to  repeat  it.  The  Secretary,  in  what  purports  to  be 
his  reply,  dated  on  the  Kith  of  March,  states  as  follows: 

"  It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  detonnination  of  the  Executive,  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
will  be  formed,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  your  recall,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant." 

I  must  observe  that  I  understood  the  Secretary  to  mean  by  the  letter  of  the  8th,  my  letter  of  the  2d, 
as  I  never  made  any  request  of  him  in  any  letter  of  that  date  relating  to  the  subjects  submitted  to  you. 
Confiding  in  the  assurance  of  his  reply,  I  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  wording  of  the  precept,  and  I  must 
leave  you  to  decide  whether,  after  it  had  been  issued,  the  court  was  not  the  proper  medium  through  which 
I  was  bound  \<>  connuunieate  with  the  Secretary. 

I  will  furthi'r  remark  that,  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  precept,  the  Secretary,  from  some  objec- 
tions to  the  style  of  my  letter,  thought  jnoper  to  remind  me  of  the  relation  which  subsists  between  me 
and  the  Department;  and  not  willing  that  olVeiice  should  in  future  be  taken  when  none  was  intended,  or  to 
incur  a  similar  reproof  when  none  was  deser\ed,  I  thought  it  safest,  on  my  own  account,  that  all  my  com- 
nmnications  should  in  future  be  made  to  you,  and  thri.uigh  you. 


F. 

AVashixgton,  3Iay  5,  1825. 

Genti>emen  of  the  Court:  Having  carefully  perused  the  paper  commented  <m  by  the  court,  on  account 
of  which  it  is  thought  proper  to  Jiass  censure,  and  not  being  able  to  iletect  in  it  a  single  expression  which 
bears  the  construction  the  court  has  thonglit  proper  to  place  on  it,  1  cannot  consent,  by  any  alteration  on 
my  part,  to  admit  that  by  it  any  disri'spect  was  intemled  by  me,  either  to  the  court  or  the  head  of  the 
Navy  Department;  and  it  is  the  cause  of  great  surprise  to  me  that  the  court  should  have  entertained  such 
an  opinion. 

The  court  having  thought  proper  to  underscore,  as  disrespectful,  the  word  incompetency,  as  used  by 
me  in  relation  to  it,  I  beg  to  state  distinctly  that  the  word  was  not  used  in  regard  to  intellectual  incom- 
petency, and  in  no  other  sense  could  it  be  ofiensive;  but  with  respect  to  its  le^al  iiH-oni]ietency,  (in  the 
opposite  sense  iu  which  the  court  itself  applied  the  word  competency,)  which  was  supp(jsed  to  l>e  admitted 
when  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  his  decision.  Delicacy  I  did  not  conceive  to  be  the 
only  motive  for  the  course  taken  by  the  court,  as  I  did  not  believe  it  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  one; 
being  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  officer  to  perform  the  service  confided  to  him, 
however  delicate,  provided  it  lie  legal. 

The  declining  to  make  a  decision  on  my  first  application,  and  referring  the  subject  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  was,  as  I  stijiposed,  an  admission  of  the  imcompetency  of  the  court  to  decide,  or  a  voluntary 
relinquisluuent  of  its  ri.^•llt,  if  it  possessed  it;  a  right  which,  I  am  of  opinion,  the  court  cannot  again  resume 
after  the  opinion  of  the  Se.aetary  is,  at  its  re.piest,  made  known. 

lithe  court  had  the  right  to  decide  in  the  lirsl  instance,  no  delicacy  should  have  prevented  its  decision; 
but  reliuquisliin.i;-  its  rigid,  I  am  under  the  impression  it  cannot  resume  it  to  decide  now  as  to  its  legality, 
and  I  cannot  aciiuiesce  either  in  its  power  to  decide,  the  propriety  of  the  decision  it  has  come  to,  or  the 
rule  it  lias  establisheil  \\ith  regard  to  the  course  it  has  thought  proper  to  adopt  towards  me. 

If  I  am  not  permitted  to  appear  before  the  court  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  my  accusers,  who- 
ever they  be,  and  to  defend  myself  in  the  way  which  may  appearto  me  the  most  proper,  (alwavs  observing 
due  respect  to  the  court  and  the  Secretary,)  I  must,  in  justice  to  mysell',  (h'cline  ollering  any  defence, 
which  may  be  liable  to  be  weakened  by  an  interposition  on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other  tribunal. 

With  this  remark  I  beg  leave  to  adhere  to  the  ileteruii  nation  expiesse.l  in  the  paper  on  which  the  court 
has  animadverted  with  so  much,  and  I  think  with  such  iiudi'served,  se\-erily. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  the  court  a  cojiy  of  the  paper  commented  on,  underscored,  and  marked 
by  it  as  objectionable,  together  with  a  copy  as   it'  was  snbuiitted  by  me  to  the  court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highi-st  respect, 

the  court's  very  obedient  servant, 

D.   POKTEi;. 

The  Preiidenl  and  Memberti  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  now  in  session. 
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Navy  Department,  May  1,  1825. 

Sir:  I  received,  yesterday,  from  Captain  David  Porter,  a  letter  transiiiittiiig  a  number  of  papers 
whicli  lie  designates  as  "original  letters  and  depositions,  respecting  transactions  at  Foxardo,  and  the 
piratical  character  of  the  place."     His  letter  is  dated,  no  doubt  by  mistake,  "  March  6,  1825." 

It  is  supposed  to  be  the  wish  of  Captain  Porter,  that  these  papers  should  be  laid  before  the  court  ol 
inquiry  for  its  consideration.     They  are  therefore,  with  a  copy  of  his  letter,  enclosed  to  you  ior  that 

purpose.  .,.■!,  •      1  ,1  I   ti 

I  also  enclose,  for  the  same  purpose,  certam  papers  in  the  Sjianish  language,  received  through  tlio 
Department  of  State  from  Mr.  Salmon,  Charge  des  Afl'aires  of  tiie  g(jveinment  of  Spam,  m  this  country. 
They  are  accompanied  by  translations. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  y.iur  oliedieiit  servant, 

(Signed)'  ■  ■  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Jiuhje  Advocate,  present. 


Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  9,  1825. 
Silt:  I  :ini  iiistriictril  by  the  court  to  transmit  to  you,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  precept,  the 
report  of  tlie  result  of  tiie  investigation  which  has   been  made  into  the  conduct  of  Captain  David  Porter, 
in  landing  with  an  armed  force  on  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  November  last. 

Having  no  evidence  to  lay  before  the  court,  in  regard  to  the   second  branch  of  the  investigation 
directed  to  be  made,  and  Captain  Porter  having  declined  taking  any  part  in  the  investigation,  and  entered 
his  protest  against  the  competency  of  the  court,  I  am  also  instructed  to  inform  you  that  it  has  nothing 
before  it  at  this  time,  and  has  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  RICH'D  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.   Southard,  Secretary  (f  the  Navy. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  foregoing  case  on 
fde  in  this  .K.partmont. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  Jidy  (>,  1825. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COURT  OF   INQUIRY,   IN  RELATION  TO  THE   TRANSPORTATION  OF  SPECIE. 

Tuesday,  Ifay  10. 
The  court  mot  iiursiiant  to  the  adjonniiiieiit  of  yestenlay.     Present:  all  the   members  of  the  court, 
and  the  judge  advocate.      No  answer  having   been  received  to  the  c<iiiiiiiunication  made  yesterday  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  llie  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'chick. 

Wednesday,  3Iay  11. 
The  court  met  puisuant  to  thi'  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  ami  tUiptain  Porter.  The  judge  advocate  submitted  to  the  court  a  communication 
from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  was  read,  annexed  to  the  ri'cord,  and  marked  I, 
and  sundry  documents  accompanying  it.  The  reading  of  the  documents  was  continued  until  half  after 
three  o'clock,  when  the  court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

TiirRsDAV,  Jlay  12. 
The  court  met  imrsuaiit   to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.      Present:   all   the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge   advocate,    and   Captain    Porter,      The   court   proeeed.'d    in    tli<>    reading   of  the  documents,  and 
continued  reading  the  aume  until  tluee  o'clock,  when  the  court  adjoiiine<l  till  to-moriow  luoiiiing  at  half- 
past  10  o'clock. 

Friday,  3lay  13. 

The  court  met  i>ur.suant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  as  before.  The  judge  advo- 
cate read  and  submitted  to  the  coin-t  slindry  orders  IV.jiii  Captain  I'orter,  during  his  command,  annexed 
to  tlx'    ree(,i(l. 

'I'll!'  court  proceeded  to  (he  examination  of  Thomas  Itandall,  Es(|.,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  according 
to  law,  deposes  and  savs: 

Question.  In  what  public  <-apacity  did  you  visit  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in  the  year  1824?  when  did  you 
arrive  then!?  and  how  long  did  you  renjain? 

Ansinr.  The  ollicial  duties  enjoineil  upon  me,  on  going  I  o  the  Isla  nil  of  Cuba,  were  various.  The  prin- 
cipal related  to  reclamations,  to  iie  made  on  the  authorities  of  the  island,  arising  out  of  captures  made 
by  privateers  from  I'oito  Kico  and  I'oito  Caliello;  appeals  in  which  cases  had  been  carried  up  to  courts 
in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  1  was  also  charged  witli  demanding  certain  papers  and  documents  from  the 
authorities  of  the  island,  to  be  useil  before  the  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty.  1  held  also  the 
aiipointment  of  connnissarv  (a  separate  one)  for  demanding  the  an-hives  and  account.s"  under  the  Flori<la 
treatv.  1  was  also  charged  with  certain  c(Uilidential  duties,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention,  as  they 
have'no  relation  to  the  present  subject  of  in.iuiry. 
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The  instruction  contained  in  the  printed  document  contains  all  that  I  received  from  the  government 
on  the  sulijcct  of  piracy,  and  was  considered  wholly  incidental,  not  forming  one  of  the  objects  of  my 
visit.  I  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  3d  May,  1824,  and  sailed  from  the  island  on  or  about  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  I  was  upon  the  island  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  with  the 
exception  of  about  a  week,  consumed  in  a  voyage  to  Matanzas,  via  Key  West,  in  the  schooner  Terrier. 
QufV.  Do  the  printed  documents  shown  you  contain  your  dispatches  to  the  government? 

Ann.  Yes;  there  may  be  some  verbal  inaccuracies,  but,  with  that  exception,  they  contain  all  I  wrote 
upon  the  suliject  of  piracy  to  any  one. 

Qui'^.  At  the  time  you  were  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  were  you  ac([uainted  with  the  instructions  under 
which  Commodore  Porter  was  acting? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  From  what  source  did  you  obtain  the  information  you  communicated?  were  they  ofScial  or 
private? 

Ans.  The  sources  were  various:  sometimes  from  casual  conversations;  sometimes  from  one  gentle- 
man; sometimes  from  another.  My  object  was  to  obtain  such  information  as  I  could  rely  upon,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  cmild  be  had.  I  endeavored  to  exercise  a  discriminating  judgment  as  to  the  credit 
which  was  til  111' gi\cii  to  the  sources  from  which  the  informaticm  was  ol.taiucd;  ami  I  believe  that  I 
have  usually  staled  to  the  go\-eriiinent  the  amount  of  credit  to  which  the  diflereiit  I'aets  wliieii  I  commu- 
nicated, were,  in  my  opinion,  entitled.  The  information  was  spontaneotisly  iiuiiniiiiiiraled  to  me,  conceiving 
it  to  be  a  subordinate  part  of  my  business;  and  being  very  much  occupieil.  ami  sometimes  sick,  I  did  not 
search  for  information  upon  this  head.  I  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  search  for  information 
regarding  the  navy;  but  I  conceived  it  my  duty,  when  facts  came  to  my  knowledge,  to  report  them. 

Ques.  During  the  period  of  your  stay  in  Cuba,  in  what  description  of  vessels  did  the  pirates  usually 
go  to  sea? 

Ans.  Generally,  I  believe,  in  open  boats;  sometimes  in  boats,  I  believe  partially  decked — calculated 
either  to  row  or  sail,  or  both;  sometimes  in  schooners  of  a  larger  class. 

Que.^.  Were  these  vessels  calculated  for  a  small  draft  of  water,  and  were  the  places  from  which 
they  could  |iut  out  and  take  refuge,  numerous,  and  difficult  to  find  along  the  coast  of  Cuba? 

An:<.  Surli  was  the  information  communicated  to  me,  from  sources  which  I  deemed  authentic. 

(Jiiiv.  Ciinlil  any  naval  force,  however  numerous  or  vigilant,  ensure  safety  at  all  times  from  these 
pirates,  witlioiit  the  active  aid  of  the  authorities  on  shore? 

Ans.  I  have  given  a  deliberate  opinion  upon  that  subject,  in  my  communication  to  the  government, 
which  remains  unchanged,  but  rather  confirmed  by  information  subsequently  received. 

Ques.  During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1824,  how  many  vessels  were  under  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Porter?  where  were  they  employed,  and  in  what  service  respectively? 

Ans.  I  cannot  say;  I  know  nothing  of  the  vessels,  except  from  their  occasional  visits  to  Cuba,  while 
I  was  there,  and  causual  conversations  of  the  officers  attached  to  them.  I  knew  no  other  way  of  their 
being  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Porter  after  his  return  to  the  United  States. 

Ques.  During  your  stay  in  Cuba,  what  American  men-of-war,  according  to  your  recollection,  touched 
at  the  island? 

Ans.  While  I  was  at  Havana,  the  John  Adams  arrived  on  the  4th  May,  reported  to  be  last  from 
Matanzas,  and  sailed  about  the  6tli  for  the  Bay  of  Mexico.  The  schooner  Wild  Cat  arrived  from  Matan- 
zas on  the  24th  May  bound  to  Key  West.  The  steam  galliot,  with  Commodore  Porter,  arrived  on  the 
12th  May,  from  Matanzas,  and  sailed,  I  believe,  for  the  same  place,  on  the  same  evening.  May  31st, 
the  Terrier  arrived  from  the  same  place.  On  the  16th  June,  the  Spark,  reported  from  Tampico  and 
Alvarado,  and  sailed  on  the  22d  for  New  York.  July  1th,  the  Grampus  arrived  off  the  Moro,  reported 
from  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  and  sailed  on  or  about  the  8th,  for  New  York.  July  10th,  the  Terrier  arrived 
from  a  cruise  after  pirates,  and  sailed  the  same  day.  July  12th,  the  John  Adams  arrived  from  the  Bay 
of  Mexico,  and  sailed  the  18th,  for  Philadelphia.  On  the  20th,  one  of  the  small  schooners  arrived;  I  did 
not  ascertain  which.  On  the  29th,  the  Terrier  was  in  the  port — ,\ugust  3il,  she  was  in  jiort:  whether  she 
had  been  out  in  the  interim,  I  cannot  say.  On  the  4th,  I  sailed  in  her  for  Matanzas,  via  Key  AVest,  for 
benefit  of  my  health.  I  think  I  returned  about  the  30th  August  to  Havana,  in  tiie  steamboat.  The  Fox 
arrived  September  15th,  reported  from  Tamjiico,  and  sailed  on  the  19th,  I  believe,  for  the  United  States. 
On  the  nth  September,  the  Weazel  arrived  from  the  United  States,  via  Barbadoes,  bound  to  Tampico, 
as  reported.  The  23d,  the  Ferret,  from  Key  West,  for  medical  aid.  October  13th,  tlie  Porpoise  arrived 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.  On  the  16th,  the  Hornet  arrived,  last  from  St.  Jago.  The  Shark  arrived,  I 
think,  about  the  4th  November,  reported  from  the  i'>ay  of  Mexico;  I  think  from  Alvarado  and  Tampico. 
She  had  also  previously  arrived  from  the  I'niteil  States,  on  her  way  to  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  date  not  recol- 
lected. There  may  have  been  other  arrivals  and  departures  without  my  knowledge;  but  I  have  a 
memorandum  from  my  journal  of  those  which  I  have  stated. 

Ques.  How  many,  and  which,  of  these  vessels  carried  specie?  what  amounl?  where  from?  and  where 
bound,  as  you  understood  at  the  time? 

Ans.  I  am  uninformed  in  most  of  the  cases  of  any  particulars  as  to  the  amount  of  specie.  I  learned 
generally  that  most  of  the  vessels  arriving  at  Havana  from  the  ports  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  had  specie  on 
board  on  freight.  Captain  Gallagher,  of  the  Shark,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  $12';, 000  to  be  delivered 
at  Havana  and  in  the  Iiiited  States.  My  impression  is  that  Captain  Dallas  informed  me  he  had  some 
specie,  the  amount  I  do  not  reeolleet.  Lieutenant  Ritchie  gave  me  the  same  information,  I  think,  in  regard 
to  his  vessel.     I  heani,  also,  that  the  Spark  carried  specie. 

Qiie.<i.  If  theie  is  any  iiil'oiiiiation  which  you  possess,  other  than  that  you  have  communicated,  calcu- 
lated to  ehuiilate  the  siilijeel  before  the  court,  will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  it? 

Ans.  I  do  not  at  present  recollect  anything  in  particular.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  mention,  as 
my  impression,  that  some  of  the  information  I  obtained  relative  to  the  transaction  of  specie,  was  derived 
from  Mr.  Mountain,  the  vice  consul,  and  acting  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Warmi-,  the  eonsul,  in  whose  office  the 
negotiations,  relative  to  the  transportation  of  specie,  were  sometimes  transacted  in  my  presence. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  shipments  of  specii'  bein^-  Tnade  by  any  of  the  vessels  from  Havana? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  instance,  exeept  that  I  am  under  the  impression  that  Captain 
Gallagher  informed  me  he  had  received  on  board  the  Shaik  some  additional  specie  at  that  place.  I  have 
also  a  general  impression  that  when  vessels  wer<>  about  sailing  from  Havana  to  the  United  States,  addi- 
tional sums  were  put  on  board  them  there.     1  returned  to  tiie  United  States  in  the  Shark. 
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William  B.  Fiiicli,  a  master  commandant  in  flic  navy  of  the  United  States,  being-  duly  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Between  November,  1823,  and  the  autnnin  of  1S24,  I  acted  as  captain  to  the  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Porter.     The  orders  in  the  (.rder  I k,  in  my  handwriting-,  were  the  general  orders 

which  were  circulated  through  the  S(|iuuln.ii.  I  consiili'rcd  the  squadron  employed,  during  the  whole 
period  that  I  was  with  it,  in  confcirmity  with  tin'  instructions  received  from  the  Department.  The  sup- 
pression of  piracy  and  the  pnitrctinn  of  cunninTcc  appeared  tc  lie  tile  particular  objects  in  view.  Some 
vessels  were  occasionally  dispatched  for  tin'  special  piirpnse  ,if  suppressing  the  slave  trade.  The  vessels 
■wdiich  went  down  the  gulf  and  carried  s|>ecie,  as  ^\•ell  as  my  rccoljeetiiin  serves  me,  were  the  John  Adams, 
Captain  Dallas;  the  (irampus,  Lieutenant  ('Miiniiaiidaiit  Sloal ;  tin-  \N'ca/el,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Boar- 
man;  the  Jackal!,  Lieutenant  CdmmaiidanI  Lee;  the  Fcx.  Lieutenant  t'onimaiidant  Ritchie;  the  Weazel, 
Lieutenant  Ciimmandant  Zantzinger.  All  had  ..rders,  as  1  lielievc,  tn  receive  specie,  in  subordination  to 
the  general  duties  of  the  squadron.  This  was  |iart  of  the  mutiiie  in  the  service.  The  Shark,  T-iouteniint 
Stevens,  went  from  the  United  States  direct  lo  that  .piarter,  with  agents  from  the  Hank  of  the  United 
States.  This  was,  I  believe,  the  only  instance  in  which  the  carrying  specie  was  the  special  olijcct. 
According   to  mv  opinion  all    the   firce  was  employed    wliicli   the  circuinstanccs  of  the  case   re(|uire(Uor 

do  Hot  think  there  was  anv  appearance  of  piracy  remainiiiu-  in  that  ipiarler.  and'  a  sullicieiit  fin-c  was  h'ft 
there  to  keep  it  down.  Two  small  schooners,  the  I'.rret  and  the  Terrier,  were  left  niid.r  the  cominand  of 
Lieutenants  Farra.j,-ut  and  Paine,  with  a  liarge,  to  look  after  pirates,  and  to  keep  .,pen  the  coniniunication 
between  Tliomiison's  Island  and  CiiKa,      In  th.'  th.-n  state  of  thiii-s,   1  tli..uulit    that  lorce  as  ,-ompetcnt  to 

,.tfc,-t    \hr  ..l.jc-t  as  a  larger  o '..uld   have  l.een,      I    think    such  was  the   dispo.-^ition   and   feeling  of  the 

officers,  that 'if  any  course  h;id  Miggesti'd  itself  as  c.dciilate  1  to  elf-et  the  suppression  of  piracy,  it  would 
have  liVeii  meiiti.'iiied  to  Coiniuodore  Porter;  liut  none  lietler  calciilate(l  to  attain  that  end,"  was,  as  I 
believe,  thought  of  1  believe  that  it  was  the  universal  opinion  of  the  ..Jliccrs,  that  the  force  under  the 
commaiid  of  Coini lore  Porter  .-ould  not  have  I n  more  ellicacionsly  enqiloyed. 

When  1  returned  to  the  Pnited  Slates,  the  Si'a  r,n\\  alone  came;  the  two  vessels  mentioned  were  left 
there,  and  other  vessels  of  the  s(piadron  woulil  he  occasionally  arriving  at  Thompsiufs  Island  from  difl'er- 
enl  (|'uarters,  where  they  ha.l  I n  cruising. 

The  court  adjourned  till  half-past  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

SATl'RD.iY,   Maij  4. 

The  court  met  jnirsnant  to  lhi>  adjourmnent  of  vesterdav.      Present;  as  bef,u-e. 

A.  J.Dallas,  a  master  cmmandanl  in  th.' navy  of  the  Uniteil  States,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  says: 

Qu(:<h''iii.    In  what  capacity  diil  you  serve  in  the  s(piadron  nmler  thcc niand  of  Conmiodorc  Porter,  and 

during  what  (leriod  of  tiuie':' 

Ansvrr  1  was  master  coiumandant,  in  command  of  the  John  .V.lams,  from  some  time  in  November,  1823, 
till  the  month  of  K,.|iruarv,   1S2.^,  when  we  arrived  in  the  United  States. 

(,>>n:-<.  On  what  seivice  were  vou  employed  during  that  piuiod?  Produce  such  (U'ders  and  instructions 
as  vou  ivc'ived. 

"  Ati.<.  From  Februarv,  1824,  wh.'ii  w  left  the  Unit..!  States,  until  .Mav  2d,  ls-i4,  when  Conmiodore 
Porter,  with  his  family,  left  the  John  .\(lams,  that  vessel  fearing  his  hn.a.l  ,,ei,danl,  had  lu.eii  engaged 
in  cruising  in  the  West  Imlies,  say  from  St.  P.arts  to  Key  W.'st,  running  down  through  the  islands.  The 
particular  object  of  this  cruise  w;is  the  .lestruclion  of  all  th,'  pirates,  and  piratical  estahlishtm>nts,  as  well 
on  the  ocean  as  on  shore,  that  we  <-oiild  meet  with.  'I'he  letter  from  Captain  Porter,  of  April  8tli,  1S24, 
contains  a  ccu-rect  history  of  the  cruise  till  its  date.  In  that  letter,  Coiumodore  Porter,  speaks  of  a  small 
s,-| ner  which   had   takc'ii  shelter  among  the  C.lora.los  reels;   thi.s 

which  oc.-urred  in  relation  t..  la^r. 

On  making  the  schooner,  the  .■onimodore  at  on.-e  pronoun, -ed  1; 
directed  me  to  haul  into  tlie  reef  and  to  prep.ar.'  two  .pnirt.a-  foa 
ascend  the  mi7.<'n  riggin.g;  on  seeing  her  .L;-et  under  way,  we  ran  i 
the  reef      Finding  it  dangenuis  to  go  rurlher,  the  foals  wer,'  lower 

Th(y  were  al.sent  some  short  ti ,  hut  lindiiig  the  schooner  w; 

recalled."  On  their  return  to  the  shiji,  we  madi'  sail  in  cmipauy 
twelve  y.ss.ds,  and  luo.vede.l  to  Thompson's  Island.      lmM,e.liat<'ly 

,lition  was   titled   out    under    \Ur    co, and  of  ( 'apt  aiii    Wilkinson,, 

l,ar-es  tw,.  of  whi,-h  w,'iv  maun,,!  aii,l  ,.lli.-,.|vd  lr.>m  th,.  .b.hn  .\,h 
as  i  un',l,'rst,".,|,  in  s,m)v1i  ,  ,f  th,'  v,'ss,l  w,'  ha,l  s,mui  at  th,'  Col,.! 
al.s,aic,',  IIm'V  return, •,!  with, ait  having  l.,','n  al.h'  t,.  ,l,'t,',-t  th,'  v, 
shor,'  of  her'  piratical  chara,l,-r,  Capt.-iin  \Vilkius,.irs  icp.irt  ,,f  ll 
Sh.,rtlv  after  their  return,  I  w;is  ,lir,'et,.,l  t,,get  uu,l,'r  way  and  ]u- 
an,l  Id's  family  still  on  l.oani,      Olf  .Mataii/.as,  ,,n  the  2.1  .May,  I  r,',',' 

annexeil)      Lieutenant  Le,',  in  , ijiany  with   l,ieuten.',iil    l.,'gar,'.  ii 

,pi,'n,-e  ,.f  the  failure  of  th<'  ,'.\p,',lit  i,.n   sent    after    th,'   s,'h., 'r,  ai 

Captain  Wilkins,.n  ,,f  whi.'h  I  hav,'  spok,n,  w,'r,'  ,|ispatch,',l  by  th,' 
111,'  sai.l  s.-h,„,n,'r  was  sn|.p.,s,',l  t,.  hav,'  saih'd  t.i  lit  .uit.  .Xfter  p.'t 
Li,'nt,'nant  L,',',  in  th.'  .la, 'kail,  was  I,.  i,.in  m,'  at  any  p.mit  in  th,- 
I  think  1  ,lir.','t,',l  him  to  in,','l  m,'  at  .\iyara,lo.  .\s  r,'l,-,t,'s  t,,  th,' 
2d,  these  onh'rs  w,'r,'  fully  p,'rrorm,',l,  with  th,'  ,'xc,'pli,.n  ,.f  l,ai,'l,i: 
U',,ing  th,'!-,',  w,'r.',  that  I  asc,'rtaiu,',l  that  my  y,'ss,'l  w,ud,l  he  ,,1.11^ 
iaml,  au<l  th,'  .Ia,'k;dl  was  al.out  g,.ing  th,'r,',  whi,'h  1  .',,nsi,li'i-,',| 
vislliim-  that  1,1a,','.  1  th,'r,'lor,'  ,'r,,ss,',l  th,'  hank  ,,f  ^'m'atau,  ali,l  ' 
t,,Ca|,,'Cart,;u,l„'  as  I  ,',,ul,l, 

1  r,'niaiu,'.l  a  v,'ry  sl„,rt  tiui,'  at  Tamju,',,,  ali,,ut  Ihr,','  ,lays,  wl 
at  alM.ut  ',)  ,,','l,„k  ..If'  th,'  Casth'  ,.f  St.  .luan  ,1,'  I'll. , a,  an.l  li..\,'  t..  I 
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I  left  Alvarado  in  a  few  days,  and  |iniicM^dcd  to  the  Island  of  Sacriflcios,  near  Vera  Cruz.  Finding 
nothing  to  detain  me  there,  aftel'  ri-mainiiij,-  aliout  thirty-six  hours,  I  returned  to  Tampico.  On  my  route 
to  Alvarado,  I  fell  in  with  Lieutenant  I.cr,  wh.mi  I  left  at  that  place. 

On  my  last  visit  to  Tampico,  1  remained  eight  or  ten  days,  and  received  on  board  from  Mr.  Robinson, 
then  partner  of  the  American  consul,  and  since  holding  himself  that  office,  $104,000  iu  specie;  of  this 
about  $70,000  was  destined  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  residue  to  be  delivered  at  Havana.  After  receiving 
that  money  on  board,  and  not  considering  my  cruise  as  having  ex|nred,  1  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz,  when  I 
met  with  a  small  English  brig  of  war,  from  which  I  reecixcd  infoi malion  ..f  sumc  piratical  acts  that  had 
been  committed  near  a  lake  called  Terminos,  on  the  main  near  the  head  oi'  I  he  gnlf,  where  it  was  said 
that  pirates  had  retreated  after  making  a  capture.  On  receiving  this  inlui matinn,  I  immediately  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  to  Alvaiado,  wlicic  I  requested  of  the  cinnniandant  of  marines  one  of  the 
Mexican  gunboats  as  a  loan,  not  liaving  myself  any  small  vessel,  and  the  diaft  of  the  John  Adams 
being  too  great  to  permit  my  ai>|)r(>ai-h  tu  the  lake.  He  loaned  me  the  baat,  when  I  ofiBcered  and  manned 
her.  The  second  night  after  sailin;^-  iVdin  Alvarado  towards  the  lake,  the  gunboat  in  company,  the  wind 
blowing  fresh,  I  was  infoiniid  l.y  Lieutenant  Grimke,  who  was  in  command  of  her,  that  the  mast  was 
sprung.  On  examination  1  louml  myself  obliged  to  return  with  her  to  Alvarado,  where  I  delivered  her 
over  again  to  the  commandant  IV.. m  wlmni  1  had  |)nienre<l  her;  re(]nesting  our  consul  Mr.  Taylor,  in  case 
he  found  that  the  accident  had  eeeniicd  while  the  heat  was  in  eiir  |ii)ssession,  to  have  it  replaced. 

Having  thus  lost  so  much  time,  and  aware  of  the  impessihility  of  doing  anything  with  the  John 
Adams  alone,  from  her  being  unable  to  approach  the  shore,  I  concluded  that,  as  the  time  had  expired 
which  had  been  allowed  for  my  cruise,  to  return  to  the  Havana;  I  arrived  at  Havana  July  12th,  and 
sailed,  I  think,  on  the  15th,  for  Matanzas,  where  I  expected  to  receive  orders  from  Commodore  Porter.  I 
got  my  orders  there,  directing  me  to  proceed  immediately  te  New  York.  On  receiving  these  orders,  I 
wrote  to  him  the  letter,  (read  and  annexeil,  )  and  sailed  lor  I'liilailelpliia,  where  I  arrived  about  the  26th 
of  the  same  month.  After  refitting  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  ship  Ijeing  reported  ready  for  sea,  an  order 
was  received  from  Commodore  Barron,  directing  me  not  to  proceed  to  sea  until  further  orders.  An  order, 
dated  October  22d,  from  Commodore  Porter,  was  received,  directing  me  to  be  ready  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  sea  on  his  joining  the  ship. 

The  day  after  receiving  the  order,  late  in  the  evening,  Commodore  Porter  arrived  at  Newcastle; 
early  the  next  morning  he  came  on  board,  and  we  proceeded  to  sea.  We  arrived  at  St.  Bartholomews 
early  in  November.  After  remaining  there  a  short  time  we  proceeded  to  St.  Thomas;  from  thence  to 
Passage  Island;  and  thence  to  Foxardo,  where  the  circumstance  happened,  which  I  have  already  fully 
detailed.  From  thence  we  coasted  the  islands  down,  examining  all  the  places  that  were  suspicious,  or 
which  we  supposed  might  shelter  pirates  of  any  description — particularly  the  Island  of  Cuba,  where  I 
do  not  think  that  from  Cape  Maze,  on  the  easternmost  end  of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  and  the  Jardines  on  the 
south  side  at  the  west  end  of  Cuba,  there  was  a  single  creek,  inlet  or  bay,  of  any  size  or  description, 
which  was  not  carefully  examined;  the  ship  being,  during  the  day,  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to  two  miles 
from  the  shore,  and  the  boats  constantly  engaged  in  the  examination.  From  thence  we  proceeded  to  the 
Dry  Tortugas,  anchoring  among  them,  and  remaining  there  two  or  three  days.  Thence  we  proceeded  to 
Thompson's  Island.  After  being  sonie  time  at  Key  West,  we  received  a  report  that  some  piracies  had 
been  committed.  An  expeditimi  was  fitted  out,  consisting  of  two  barges,  manned  and  dflieered  from  the 
John  Adams,  and  under  the  eommand  of  Lieutenant  Grimke.  These  boats  left  Thompson's  Island  and 
joined  the  Sea  Gull,  on  board  of  wliieh  was  the  commodore,  at  Havana.  On  board  the  Sea  Onll  was  also 
a  part  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  .lolm  Adams.  Previous  to  the  return  of  the  boats.  Commodore  Porter 
had  received  orders  from  the  Navy  l»e]iaiiment  to  return  to  the  United  States.  He  selected  the  John 
Adams  to  return  in.  We  were  detained  until  some  time  in  February,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  men  and  officers  of  the  John  Adams  on  the  above  expedition.  We  sailed  in  February,  and  towards 
the  end  of  that  month,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads.  One  of  the  boats,  officered  and  manned  from  the 
John  Adams,  did  not  rejoin  us,  previous  to  our  sailing  for  the  United  States. 

Ques.  During  your  being  in  the  John  Adams,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Porter,  did  you  carry 
on  freight  any  other  specie  than  what  you  have  already  mentioned? 
Ans.  None. 

Ques.  Was  that  specie  shipped  entirely  by  American  merchants? 

Aivg.  It  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Robertson,  an  American,  and  now  American  consul  at  Tampico. 
Ques.  What  premium  or  freight  was  received  on  account  of  such  transportation,  and  how  was  it 
appropriated? 

Ans.  I  believe  there  was  $1,899.99  received  for  the  freight,  the  third  of  which  was  paid  to  Commodore 
Porter — the  residue  was  my  own.  The  portion  paid  to  the  commodore  was  paid  pursuant  to  the  general 
custom — not  asked  or  exacted  by  him. 

Ques.  Was  any  time  consumed  at  the  place  where  this  specie  was  received — on  the  passage,  or  at 
the  port  of  delivery — in  consequence  of  your  vessel  being  engaged  in  transporting  specie,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  dieted  to  the  suppression  of  piracy? — or  was  the  vessel  in  any  respect  diverted 
from  the  course  which  she  would  have  pursued,  had  she  not  carried  specie? 

Ans.  No;  the  only  variation  was,  that  the  John  Adams  went  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  instead 
of  New  York. 

Ques.  Did  you  at  any  time,  when,  and  under  what  circumstances,  deviate  from  the  course  you  would 
otherwise  have  pursued,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  carrjdng  specie? 

Ans.  In  no  case.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  mentioned  to  me,  that  if  I  would  wait  at  Tampico,  or 
would  return  there,  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  would  be  ready  for  me  to  carry.  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
had  I  remained  there,  I  should  have  carried  a  great  deal  of  specie.  A  large  convoy  was  expected  down, 
and  anxiety  was  expressed  tliat  I  should  remain  to  take  the  money. 

Ques.  Independently  of  the  carrying  of  specie,  did  the  g<'iierar))roteetion  of  the  commerce  of  American 
citizens,  and  the  suppression  of  piracies,  i-cpiiic  tli<'  pn'seiiee  (.f  tli<'  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  as  frequently  as  they  were  sent  tlieie':'   ami  ;it  the'  places  to  which  they  were  sent? 

Ans.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  so:  numerous  instances  occurred,  such  as  the  capture  and  detention 
of  American  vessels  and  property,  requiring  the  interposition  of  public  vessels.     About  the  time  of  my 
first  arrival  at  Alvarado,  the  Spark  gave  convoy  to  a  number  of  vessels,  having  on  board  specie,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
VOL.  II 20  K 
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Ques.  AVere  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  serving  under  Captain  Porter  in  the  habit  of  giving  convoy 
to  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States? 

Ans.  Their  instructions  were  to  offer  convoy  on  all  occasions,  and  it  was  always  done  when  required, 
■without  leaving  at  fud  grrat  a  distance  the  ground  where  the  vessels  were  directed  to  cruise. 

Ques.  Was  ('VI  I  vtliiiiu'  ilone  by  the  squadron  under  Captain  Porter's  orders  that  could  be  done,  to 
the  best  of  j'our  kmiwlciluc  ;ind  belief,  to  suppress  piracy? 

Ans.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  everything  was  done  that  could  be  done:  no  report  of  piracy 
being  committed  anywhere  reached  us,  but  that  Commodore  Porter  endeavored  to  dispatch  a  competent 
force  to  the  place. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relating  to  this  inquiry,  of  which  you  possess  any  knowledge?  If 
so,  state  it  fully  to  the  court. 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  further  that  is  material. 

Captain  "William  B.  Finch,  again: 

Question.  Did  you  derive  any  advantage  from  the  transportation  of  specie,  by  any  part  of  the  squadron 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Ques.  Could  you  be  personally  benefited  by  sm-h  transpdrtatinn  in  tiie  situation  which  yuu  held? 

A)is.  I  presume  not:  the  money  received  i'nr  such  transpcjrtatinn,  liciiig  divided  between  the  captain 
of  the  vessel  by  which  it  was  carried  and  the  conn  mule  ire  nl'  the  s(|uaclriin,  1  had  no  concern  in  it  of  any  kind. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relating  \u  tills  incpiiry,  of  which  you  possess  any  knowledge?  If 
so,  state  it  fully  to  the  court. 

Ans.  I  know  of  nothing  further  that  is  material,  unless  it  may  be  the  letters  here  presented  from  me 
to  him,  (read  and  annexed.) 

Stephen  Cassin,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  si]uadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
between  what  periods? 

Ansvjei-.  I  was  a  master  commandant,  commanding  the  Peacock  from  January,  1823,  with  Commodore 
Porter  on  board,  carrying  his  broad  pendant,  and  continued  so  for  some  months.  After  he  left  the  Pea- 
cock, and  shifted  his  broad  pendant  to  the  Sea  Gull,  I  continued  in  command  of  the  Peacock  till,  I  think, 
December,  1823. 

Ques.  On  what  particular  service  were  you  employed  during  that  period?  Produce  such  orders  and 
instructions  as  you  received,  rclafini;-  in  any  nianncr  to  the  subject  of  this  investigation. 

Ans.  I  went  originally  to  sea  in  rniiipaiiy  with  tlic  Sliark,  the  eight  small  schooners,  the  Grayhound, 
Beagle,  Terrier,  Wild  Cat,  Ferret,  WCiiscI,  l'o\,  .hu  kail,  attached  to  the  squadron,  the  Decoy,  store  ship, 
and  the  steam  galliot  the  Sea  Gull.     We  iuoccimIciI  to  St.  'I'lioma.s,  the  place  of  rcii<lo/,\-ous  — we  remained 

there  a  day  or  two.     The  commodore  dis|);ilcti(Ml  two  or  tlnco  ot  the  sch lors  to  prooicil  down  the  south 

side  of  Porto  Kico,  to  examine  the  cre(.'ks  and  inlols  on  llml  coast.  Tlic  irmainiK  r  of  the  s.niadron  went 
down  the  north  side  of  the  island,  ami  comMiunicated  with  the  shore  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 
Thence  we  proceeded  to  Aguadilla,  aucliored  and  took  in  water.  The  Peacock  then  proceeded 
down  the  old  Bahama  Straits,  in  company  with  some  of  the  small  schooners  engaged  in  the 
search  after  pirates  and  the  examination  of  the  coast.  After  making  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  we  hauled 
over  to  Key  Verd,  where  it  was  supposed  some  pirates  were  lurking;  but  tinding  none,  returned  over  to 
the  Cuba  coast,  proceeded  down  the  old  straits,  occasionally  coming  to  an  anchor  at  night,  keep- 
ing near  the  shore  in  the  day  time,  engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  coast,  and  continued  down  till  we 
arrived  at  Sugar  Key,  where  we  anchored  near  the  shore.  We  here  found  two  British  men-of-war  also 
engaged  in  the  same  object,  with  whom  we  communicated.  By  the  orders  of  the  commodore,  we  got  our 
boats  out,  manned  with  eighty  men,  and,  cornmandcd  by  three  lieutenants,  proceeded  down  in  company 
with  two  schooners  inside  of  the  reef,  <'x.iniiniii,u'  the  nooks  ami  corncis  (or  pirates,  and  after  this  pro- 
ceeded to  Matanzas  and  joined  the  shiji.  'I'ho  vrssri  was  on-a^rd  i|iiiin;_;-  thr  same  tiim-  in  examining  and 
coming  to  an  anchor  at  night.  At  Matan/.as  we  watered.  In  the  meuntimL'  boats  were  sent  out  on  an 
expedition  to  Hidden  Harbor,  where  it  was  supposed  there  were  some  pirates,  but  they  returned  without 
finding  any.  During  their  cruise  the  service  was  extremely  arduous,  the  men  much  exposed  to  the  sun 
by  day,  and  heavy  dews  at  night,  with  few  or  no  comforts;  and  were  much  exhausted  by  the  incessant 
and  severe  fatigue.  We  proceeded  to  Key  West  in  the  Peacock — -the  remainder  of  the  squadron  was 
dispatched  in  different  directions,  giving  convoy,  and  searching  for  pirates  in  various  quarters.  We 
arrived  at  Thompson's  Island  about  the  beginning  of  April.  Immediately  after  anchoring,  we  commenced 
fitting  out  and  preparing  barges,  and  were  employed  in  various  other  duties.  After  the  barges  were  fit- 
ted, 1  was  directed  to  proceed  with  two  of  them  of  the  largest  class,  and  about  eighty  or  ninety  of  my 
men,  and  two  schooners  (the  Peacock  having  been  laid  up)  to  Havana.  Off  that  place  I  communicated 
with  the  shore,  and  obtained  information  of  a  pirate  having  been  off"  the  Moro  a  day  or  two  previous, 
committing  depredations  upon  American  and  other  vessels.  It  was  understood  to  be  a  fast  sailing 
schooner,  the  Pilot,  formerly  from  Norfolk,  which  had  been  captured  off'  the  coast,  and  fitted  out  by  the 
pirates.  I  made  arrangements  with  Lieutenant  Stribling  to  go  in  search  of  him,  and  in  the  meantime  I 
remained  at  anchor  oft"  the  Moro,  lor  the  purpose  of  affording  protection  to  some  vessels  which  were  to 
sail  the  jiext  day.  Lioitenant  Strihling  proceeded  after  the  pirate  and  captured  her — as  his  report  will 
show.  The  next  morning  the  ficet  came  out.  I  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  convoying  them  till  I 
fell  in  with  Lieutenant  Skinner  in  the  Wild  Cat,  under  whose  charge  I  left  them,  and  proceeded  to  rejoin 
my  boat,  which  I  fell  in  with  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  Pilot  in  company — took  the 
barges  in  tow;  directed  Lieutenant  Stribling  to  continue  on  board  the  Pilot  with  a  number  of  men. 
We  returned  to  Havana,  where  I  sent  him  in  for  water.  On  his  return  we  proceeded  in  obedience  to  our 
orders  to  Cayo  Blanco,  and  continued  our  searches  in  that  neighborhood — proceeded  down  towards  Cape 
Antonio,  going  aboiit  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles  a  day,  with  the  liar,<;-es  sounding  ahead,  examining  the 
coast,  through  an  exceedingly  intricate  navij;-alion.  Proceeded  to  Cape  .\ntonio,  and  examined  every 
nook  and  corner  inside  of  the  iveland  I'irati"  Hay- -fammis  places  of  ri'sorl  lor  pirates.  In  running  down 
the  distance,  1  captured  a  slooji  boat  and  a  felucca  boat,  which  hud  been  deserted  on  reaching  the  beach^ 
landing  occasionally.     I  saw  several  wrecks  of  vessels  that  had  been  biuiied.     During  the  whole  period 
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the  men  suffered  extremely,  particularly  from  fatigue,  exposure,  and  want  of  water,  which  we  found 
it  impossible  to  procure. 

During  the  time  that  I  was  engaged  in  this  expedition,  another  was  out  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  commodore,  in  a  differfnt  dinition,  with  which  it  was  designed  that  I  should  co-operate. 

Previous  to  my  going  through  tlic  Ctilorados  reef,  the  British  had  attempted  it  with  two  small 
schooners,  but  were  obliged  to  abaiKlnu  the  attempt  as  impracticable.  After  remaining  in  that  neighbor- 
hood I  proceeded  to  Thompson's  Island,  where  I  resumed  the  command  of  the  Peacock,  and  made  the 
report  of  the  28th  April,  which  has  been  read. 

The  court  adjourned  till  half  after  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday  Morxixg,  May  16. 

The  court  met  p\irsuant  to  the  adjuurnment  of  Saturday.     Present:  as  before. 

Master  commandant  William  B.  Finch,  again  called: 

Question  During  the  time  ym  wcic  with  the  squadron  under  Captain  Porter,  was  it  generally  believed 
and  understood  that  rciKnts  were  circulated  nf  piiatical  acts,  which  had  no  foundation  in  truth,  for  the 
purpose  of  distracting  the  attention  ottlic  si|iiaili>in,  or  for  any  other,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  tlial  many  snch  reports  were  circulated  that  had  no  foundation  in 
fact:  the  distracting  of  the  attention  of  tiic  Niiiiuli.m  would  be  a  very  probable  motive  for  raising  them,  but 
I  cannot  of  course  speak  iMisilively  as  to  the  (ibject  designed  to  be  answered.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that, 
had  we  possessed  ten  liims  the  force  we  did,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  act  upon  all  these  reports, 
or  to  answer  all  the  demands  that  were  made. 

Ques.  How  many  well  authenticated  instances  of  piracy  do  you  recollect  to  have  occurred  while  you 
were  with  the  squadron,  and  what  w  as  iV<w  iu  those  instances? 

Ans.  I  recollect  but  one  which  eeemied.  It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matanzas.  Lieutenant 
Voorhees  was  dispatched  immediately  iu  pursuit  of  the  piratical  vessel  in  the  Sea  Gull,  and  succeeded 
in  capturing  her  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  Englishman  who  keeps  a  ferry  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matan- 
zas, and  had  you  the  means  of  knowing  whether  that  ferrj^  was  much  used  by  pirates,  or  those  having 
intercourse  with  them? 

Ans.  I  know  the  man,  and  was  several  times  at  his  house:  never  heard  of  any  such  thing.  Commo- 
dore Porter  and  his  family  resided  at  the  place  for  some  two  or  three  weeks.  It  was  in  the  month  of  May 
and  June,  1824,  that  I  was  there,  and  that  Commodore  Porter  resided  there. 

Ques.  Had  you  the  superintendence  of  the  granting  convoy?  State  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  usual  to  grant  it;  and  what  was  done. 

Ans.  That  duty  devolved  on  me  at  Matanzas.  The  object  was  to  see  vessels  off  which  were  leaving 
the  port,  and  those  into  port,  which  were  coming  there.  It  was  usual  almost  daily  for  some  of  the  squa- 
dron to  go  out  with  those  which  sailed  in  the  morning,  when  the  wind  suited,  and  to  return  in  the  even- 
ing, with  such  as  were  arriving.  In  some  instances  convoy  was  offered,  but  refused,  rather  than  delay 
till  all  the  vessels  were  ready  to  proceed. 

Captain  Stephen  Cassin — in  continuation: 

On  the  10th  May  sailed  for  Havana,  in  the  Peacock,  where  we  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  watered.  On 
the  I4th  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  orders  of  the  date  of  May  Itli,  1823,  read  and 
annexed,  and  arrived  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month.  On  the  20th  June  sailed  for  Tampico,  and  remained 
there  till  July  9th.  During  these  passages  I  gave  chase  to  and  overhauled  every  suspicious  vessel.  While 
in  port,  I  considered  that  my  presence  was  useful  to  the  American  commerce  in  that  vicinity — being  the 
only  American  armed  vessel  in  that  neighborhood,  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  time.  July  9th,  sailed 
for  Thompson's  Island,  and  arrived  there  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  August  4th,  sailed  for  the  Havana — 
arrived  there  on  the  5th,  and  remained  there  till  the  9th,  when  I  sailed  for  Thompson's  Island,  and  arrived 
there  on  the  10th.  Prom  the  10th  August,  till  September  16th,  remained  at  Thompson's  Island,  during 
which  period  the  officers  and  men  were  daily  engaged  in  operations  on  shore — many  of  them  taken  with 
the  yellow  fever,  and  died  daily.  Commodore  Porter  was  himself  ill  with  the  fever,  and  it  was  judged 
proper  to  send  the  Peacock  to  the  United  States,  in  company  with  the  John  Adams:  arrived  at  Norfolk 
October  1st. 

Captain  Cassin  produced  some  orders  which  he  received,  which  were  read  and  annexed. 

Ques.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  carry  any  money  on  freight? 

Ans.  I  did.  I  took  on  board  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  altogether,  about  $130,000  or  $140,000. 
The  greater  part  was  landed  at  the  Havana;  the  residue,  about  $18,000  or  $20,000,  was  sent  home  from 
Havana,  in  some  of  the  small  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Ques.  Was  it  shipped  by  American  merchants,  or  by  whom? 

Ans.  It  was  shipped  by  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Taylor,  American  agents  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz. 
I  do  not  know  who  owned  it;  these  were  the  persons  with  whom  the  business  was  transacted. 

Ques.  What  premium  or  freight  was  received  for  such  transportation  in  the  Peacock,  and  how  was 
it  appropriated? 

Ans.  It  was  1|  or  2  per  cent.  One-third  of  the  net  proceeds  was  paid  the  commodore — the  rest 
retained  bj"^  me. 

Ques.  Was  any  time  consumed  at  the  place  where  the  specie  was  shipped — on  the  passage,  or  at  the 
port  where  the  Peacock  delivered  it — in  consequence  of  her  being  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  specie, 
which  could  otherwise  have  been  specially  devoted  to  [\\r  sniiiir<'ssion  ol'iiiracy? 

Ans.  I  was  at  Vera  Cruz  during  a  very  unsettled  jieiiod,  'and  waited  there  for  some  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  specie  on  board,  but  I  considered  the  protection  afforded  to  American  commerce  was  as 
great  and  as  imjiortant  as  if  I  had  been  engaged  in  cruising. 

Ques.  Independently  of  the  carrying  of  specie,  did  the  general  protection  of  American  commerce  and 
property,  and  tlie  suppression  of  piracy,  require  the  presence  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  they  were  sent  there,  and  at  the  places  to  which  they  were  sent? 

Ans.  I  think  so  certainly. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  affording  convoy  to  American  vessels? 

A71S.  Alwaj's. 
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Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  to  suppress  piracy,  which  you  conceive  could  have 
been  done  to  attain  that  object? 

Ans.  Everything  I  conceive  was  done  which  could  be  done. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relating  to  the  subject  under  investigation  which  you  deem  material? 
If  so,  state  it  fully  to  the  court. 

Ans.  There  is  nothing. 

Ques.  During  the  time  you  were  under  the  cummaml  of  ('a)-itain  Porter,  Iiad  you  reason  to  believe  that 
reports  were  circulatrd  in  the  West  Indies,  of  jiirutical  acts  which  were  linuwn  to  have  no  foundation  in 
truth? 

Ans.  I  believe  such  nnfounded  reports  were  iniiiicnMis.  1  haic  im  doubt  many  were  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  attcnti.m  of  the  sijuudron  IVom  |ilaccs  where  tlie  pirates  really  were. 

Francis  H.  Gregory,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  .States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
between  what  periods? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Grampus;  joined  the  commodore  at  Key  West,  on  the  3d  July,  1823,  and 
continued  under  him  until  after  my  return  to  the  United  States,  in  November,  1823.  Previous  to  my 
joining  Commodore  Porter,  I  was  out  on  a  cruise,  having  sailed  from  \ow  York  in  December,  1822,  while 
Commodore  Porter  was  fitting  out  his  squadron,  under  the  orders  IV.  mi  the  Department,  read  and  annexed 
to  the  record. 

Ques.  On  what  particular  service  were  you  employed  during  that  period?  Produce  such  orders  and 
in'structions  as  you  received,  relating  in  any  manner  to  this  investigation. 

^/!.s.  The  Grampus  sailed  from  New  York  December  30,  1823,  for  Matanzas;  cruised  about  the  Grand 
Bahama  Bank  a  few  days,  and  arrived  at  Matanzas  January  18,  1823;  gave  convoy  from  that  port,  and 
touclicd  at  Havana  the  2xt\\\  sailed  the  same  day  for  the  south  side  of  Cuba;  experienced  a  very  severe 
gale  from  the  southward;  was  disabled  and  driven  into  the  Bay  of  Mexico;  arrived  on  the  19th  February, 
at  the  mouth  of  tlie  .Mississip|ii ;  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where  I  received  on  board  a  new  mainmast; 
sailed  under  orders  from  Captain  Patterson,  read  and  annexed,  with  convoy  for  Tobasco;  left  the  Balize 
April  24th;  anchored  off  the  nmuili  of  the  Tobasco  May  1st;  sailed  the  Ith  for  Vera  Cruz,  with  convoy;  9th 
parted  from  the  convoy,  and  proceeded  directly  to  Campeachy;  continued  cruising  and  giving  convoy  upon 
that  coast,  until  want  of  jirovisions  forced  me  to  go  to  Havana,  where  I  arrived  June  27th,  and  met  the 
Wild  Cat,  Lieutenant  Skinner,  with  whom  I  proceeded  to  Thompson's  Island;  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  loft 
Havana  in  company  with  us;  July  3d,  arrived  at  Thompson's  Island,  where  I  received  Commodore  Porter's 
instructions,  dated  ?ilay  Ifith,  read  and  annexed,  being  the  first  communication  I  had  received  from  him; 
July  5th,  was  dispatclied  after  a  pirate;  went  to  Key  Vacas,  and  returned  on  the  10th  to  Thompson's 
Island;  I  received  i.iders  to  proceed  to'Matanzas;  sailed  on  the  16th  with  a  barge;  on  the  19th  dispatched 
the  barge  with  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Grampus,  oft'  Point  Yaco,  before  entering  the  harbor,  to  cruise 
among  the  keys,  and  went  into  Matanzas;  between  the  20th  and  25th  July,  Lieut.  Piatt  joined  me  fronr 
Thompson's  Island,  with  a  barge;  sent  him  the  same  day  to  windward  to  cruise  for  pirates;  continued 
giving  coinoy,  watching  every  susjiicimis  vessel  in  the  harbor,  of  which  there  were  several,  and  keeping 
the  liar^-es  ciiiisiiig  along  the  coast  to  \\  imlward  and  leeward,  until  relieved  by  Commodore  Porter's  order 
of  till'  U'lth  Sepicnilier:  wliile  at  -Matanzas,  recei\ed  Lieut.  Freelon's  report  of  the  proceedings  with  the 
barges,  (read  and  unne.\.ed,)  and  a  letter  from  the  merchants  of  Matanzas,  (read  and  annexed.) 

On  the  13th  October,  left  the  Island  of  Cuba;  at  that  time  the  Porpoise,  Wild  Cat,  Hornet,  and 
Jackall,  were  upon  the  coast,  at  Matanzas  or  Havana;  arrived  at  Tampico  October  19th;  on  the  20tii  was 
taken  down  with  the  yellow  fever;  sailed  the  24th  with  26  on  the  sick  list;  reached  Havana  on  the  6th  or 
Ith  November,  and  sailed  on  the  12th  for  Norfolk;  while  at  Alatanzas,  the  Wild  Cat,  Lieut.  Walbert, 
arrived  from  the  United  States;  the  Terrier  or  Ferret,  Lieut.  M'Kean,  the  Jackall,  Lieut.  Oellers,  Lieut. 
Ritchie  in  the  Fox,  Lieut.  Newton  in  the  Beagle,  Lieut.  Kennon  in  one  of  the  small  schooners,  all  touched 
at  .Matanzas,  ..ireiiiig  convoy,  and  in  several  instances  sailing  with  convoy;  but  which  particular  vessels, 
or  the  piecise  peii.i.ls  of  their  arrival  and  departure  I  cannot  recollect;  all  however  occurred  between  the 
19th  Septendjer  and  the  3d  of  October,  the  day  on  which  I  left  Matanzas  for  the  last  time. 

Independently  of  the  written  instructions  received  from  Coniniodore  Porter  when  I  was  going  to 
Matanzas,  I  received  also  verbal  instructions,  in  which  he  stated  the  iiii|iortance  of  the  point,  the  necessity 
for  great  activity  and  vigilance;  and  was  directed  to  communicate  to  him  in  all  cases  of  necessity. 

Ques.  AVliile  under  tlie  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  carry  on  freight  any,  and  what  amount 
of  specie? 

Ans.  When  I  left  Havana  for  the  United  States,  there  was  about  six  or  seven  thiuisand  dollars  put 
on  board  by  the  American  consul  at  Havana,  belonging  to  a  merchant  at  IJaltimorc,  which  I  landed  at 
Norfolk,  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  that  place.  My  proportion  of  the  freight, 
amounting  to  about  eighty  or  ninety  dollars,  was  given  to  the  Orphan  asylitm  at  Philadelphia,  the  residue 
was  given  to  the  commodore;  that  was  all  the  money  that  was  ever  shippt'd  on  board  the  Grampus  in  any 
foreign  port  during  about  27  months  that  I  commanded  her. 

Ques.  Did  any  instance  occur  in  which,  by  delaying  your  sailing  or  varying  from  your  course,  oppor- 
tunities would  have  occurred  to  carry  specie  on  freight? 

Ana.  When  I  left  the  Balize,  under  the  oi-dcrs  of  Captain  Patterson,  he  gave  me  verbal  instructions 
to  go  to  Tampico  by  the  15th  May,  stating  thai  there  would   be  considerable  sums  of  s]jecie  there  by  that 

time,  and  that  he  would  make  arrange nts  ahoiit  it.      On  my  arrival  oil' the  coast  of  Campeachy,  Tfound 

several  American  vessels  there  in  a  great  deal  of  alarm;  the  captain  oCiu ftlieni  had  heen  murdered  by 

the  pirates.  In  conseipiencc'  of  ilie  delenccless  state  of  the  eomnieice,  1  deterinined  not  to  go  tu  Tampico, 
and  wrote  to  that  eU'ect  lo  tin'  consul  there,  and  employed  myself  in  rurnishing  such  luotedion  as  I  could 
afibrd  to  the  vessels  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  spite  of  all  iiiv  etl'orts,  llioiigh  I  had  niv  boats  out  in  shoal  water  soinetimes  as  far  as  eiglitv  or  a 
hundred  miles  fioni  the  ve,-,s,.l,  llav  succeeded  'ill  several  inslances.  1  ivi'eiwd  a  letter  iVoni  Captain  Pat- 
terson, under  date  of  the  4lh  Mav,  inroiniing  iiu'  he  had  made  airaii-eiiienls  hv  which,  had  1  gone  to 
Tampico,  I  might  have  taken  on  hoard  three  o,-  f  air  hundred  tliousand  dollars.  1  had  a  list  of  the  vessels 
to  which  I  furnished  convoy  at  Cani|ieacliy,  auioimting  to  more  than  twenty,  \\'liile  1  was  at  Camiieacliy, 
I  was  also  importuned  to  take  on  board  §40,OU0,  and  carry  it  to  the  Balize,     This  1   declined,  as  it  would 
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interfere  with  my  other  duties.  The  pirates  were  carrying  on  their  depredations,  and  I  considered  it  my 
duty  to  protect  American  commerce  and  look  after  the  pirates.  While  there,  I  ran  one  vessel  on  shore, 
and  took  another,  which  I  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of  the  place. 

Quen.  Independently  of  the  transportation  of  specie,  did  the  general  protection  of  American  com- 
merce and  property,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy,  require  the  presence  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron 
iu  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  they  were  sent  there,  and  at  the  places  to  which  they  were  sent? 

Ans.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  it  was  so;  there  were  numerous  piracies  committed  along 
tlie  coast  of  Yucatan,  off  Tobasco  and  Alvarado,  and  apprehensions  were  generally  entertained  by  the 
American  merchants  trading  between  New  Orleans  and  Tampico. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  oifering  convoy  to  American  vessels? 

Ans.  It  was  their  ci instant  practice.     I  never  knew  an  instance  of  its  being  refused. 

Queti.  Was  everything  done  by  Captain  Porter,  with  the  squadron  under  his  command,  to  suppress 
piracy,  which  could  be  done? 

Ans.  As  far  as  I  know  it  was. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relating  to  the  subject  under  investigation  which  you  deem  material? 
If  so,  state  it  fully. 

Ann.-  Nothing  within  my  recollection. 

Thomas  H.  Stevens,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn, 
according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Quesion.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
between  what  periods? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Jackall  from  early  in  January,  1823,  to  July  5th,  of  the  same  year;  and  the 
Shark,  from  July  25th,  of  the  same  year,  till  June  10th,  1824. 

Qiies.  On  what  particular  service  were  ymi  empluyod  during  these  periuds?  Produce  such  orders 
and  instructions  as  you  recei\cil,  rdalini;-  tn  llir  subjiii  ,,r  this  inquiry. 

Ans.  During  the  first  jiait  n[  the  time,  I  was  unt  cniisiiig  under  Commodore  Porter;  I  received  my 
first  instructions  from  him  uii  the  11th  May;  (read  and  annexed.)  The  second  orders  are  of  the  6th  of 
June;  (read  and  annexed;)  and  the  last  orders,  while  in  cummand  of  the  Jackall,  dated  the  18th  June; 
(read  and  annexed.) 

I  left  Aguada  in  company  with  Captain  Kearnej',  on  the  11th  of  March;  ran  down  the  south  side  of 
St.  Domingo,  giving  the  coast  a  strict  and  careful  exam-nation  for  pirates.  From  thence,  we  stretched 
over  to  Cuba,  and  commencing  at  Cape  Mazo,  examined  very  particularly  the  coast  on  the  south  side,  to 
Cape  Antonio — having  two  boats  frequently  out,  and  particularly  about  the  bay  of  Cape  Antonio,  and 
arrived  at  Havana  about  the  iml  of  March. 

I  went  into  Havana,  and  ruiiinl  the  alarm  very  great  on  account  of  pirates;  gave  convoy  from  there 
on  the  1st  of  April,  to  probably  liitceii  or  twenty  vessels,  and,  on  the  3d  of  April,  arrived  at  Thompson's 
Island,  and  reported  to  Commodore  Porter.  Captain  Kearney's  report  of  the  11th  of  April,  1823,  details 
the  events  of  the  cruise.  On  the  8th,  sailed  again,  in  company  with  the  Fox  and  two  barges,  with  part 
of  the  crew  of  the  Peacock,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cassin.  We  arrived  next  day  at  the  Havana, 
where  much  alarm  prevailed  on  account  of  several  captures  made  by  the  piratical  schooner  Pilot.  On 
coming  out  of  the  port  of  Havana,  I  informed  Captain  Cassin,  then  ofi'  the  harbor,  of  the  great  excitement 
prevailing  there,  and  strongly  urged  to  send  the  barges  in  pursuit  of  the  piratical  vessel.  This  was  done 
under  Lieutenant  Stribling:  the  next  day  he  returned,  having  captured  her.  We  gave  convoy  to  a  large 
fleet,  and  then  proceeded  to  leeward,  and  entered  the  Colorados  at  Cape  Blanco;  commenced  and  con- 
tinued an  unremitting  search  after  pirates,  examining  every  inlet  and  bay  to  Cape  Antonio;  after  exam- 
ining which  most  particularly,  we  returned  to  TIkhiiiisoh's  Ishiiul.  Wiiile  within  the  Colorados,  we  cap- 
tured a  large  launch  and  a  tine  felucca,  paiiicularly  aibqiicd  lur  |iiral  iial  iniipnsos,  being  manned  and 
armed  with  guns  of  various  calibres.  Drove  tlic  i-rt^ws  aslimr,  aitcr  an  action  with  them,  and  destroyed 
their  establishment  on  shore,  consisting  of  five  huts.  AMien  we  left  Thompson's  Island,  we  left  Commo- 
dore Porter  preparing  boats  and  men  to  be  dispatched  on  the  same  service.  On  my  arrival  at  Thompson's 
Island  on  the  26th  of  April,  I  careened  and  repaired  my  vessel,  took  in  provisions,  and  sailed  in  conformity 
with  my  instructions  of  that  date.  I  was  engaged  in  giving  convoy  and  in  cruising  to  windward  of 
Matanzas  after  pirates,  till  the  5th  June,  when  I  returned  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  received  my  instruc- 
tions of  that  date.  I  obeyed  these  orders;  went  to  Havana  and  Matanzas,  cruising  and  giving  convoy, 
and  returned  to  Thompson's  Island  on  the  llth  June,  where  I  received  my  orders  of  the  18th,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  United  States,  to  Washington.  On  the  29th  July,  received  orders  to  take  command  of  the 
Shark,  at  New  York,  and  on  the  3d  October  sailed  from  New  York,  having  on  board  Conniiodore  Rodgers 
and  the  surgeons  who  went  out  to  visit  Thompson's  Island.  On  the  2'Ith  arrived  at  Thompson's  Island; 
remained  there  ten  or  twelve  days;  proceeded  to  the  Havana;  left  there  November  6th,  and  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  16th. 

On  the  27th  December,  I  received  my  orders  from  Commodore  Porter,  of  that  date;  sailed  from  Nor- 
folk, in  pursuance  of  them,  on  the  31st;  arrived  at  St.  Jago  on  the  Ith  Jaiiiiaiy,  ls24;  ran  down  the  south 
side  of  Cuba;  examined,  carefully,  the  coast  to  Cape  Antonio;  and,  on  tlir  'Jsih  .laiiuary,  arrived  ofl"  Alva- 
rado, where  1  landed  the  gentlemen  who  had  sailed  with  me  from  the  I'liilcil  Slates,  as  the  agents  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  On  my  arrival  at  Alvarado,  I  was  inloi'iucd  by  the  acting  vice  consul  there, 
that  a  large  amount  of  American  property  was  detained  at  the  Casiii'  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  and  that  the 
representations  of  some  naval  commander  were  necessary  to  obluiu  rostilulion  of  it.  I,  accordingly,  ran 
up  to  Point  Lizardo,  and  anchored.  I  then  left  the  vessel  and  repaired  to  Alvarailo,  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  business.  Finding  the  statement  of  those  who  made  the  rriui'scntations  correct,  I 
was  returning  to  Lizardo,  when  a  heavy  north  wind  compelled  me  to  return.  This  wind  drove  the  Shark  to 
sea,  and  I  did  not  rejoin  her  till  four  or  five  days  after.  I  then  took  with  me  an  agent  for  the  recovery  of 
this  property,  and,  after  arriving  on  board,  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Lamour,  the  commander  of  the 
castle,  who  immediately  restored  it.  In  coming  from  the  castle,  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz  seized  the 
property,  which  mailc  my  iircsciicc  iti  that  y\:\r<-  luTrssary.  1  got  under  way  and  anchored  at  Sacrafi- 
cios  on  the  llllj  Mareli,  ami  enteieil  into  a  (■on-,.siioud<'ure  with  (leneral  Victoria,  wiiich  eventuated  in  the 
reference  of  the  matter  t<j  the  goveinment  at  Mexi<-o. 

Shortly  after  arriving  at  Vera  Cruz,  hostilities  commenced  between  the  castle  and  the  city;  and,  as 
our  vessels  were  daily  arriving  there,  and  liable  to  capture  and   detention  by  either  of  the  contending 
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parties,  I  remained  there,  warning  them  off,  and  affording-  them  every  assistance  in  my  power,  till  I 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  had  taken  out  with  me,  informing  me  of  the  failure  of 
their  mission.  I  sailed  the  next  daj'  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  arrived  at  Tarapico  on  the  3d 
April.  I  remained  there  four  or  five  days,  and  then  sailed  for  the  Havana,  where  I  arrived  on  the  19tli; 
repaired  to  Thompson's  Island,  where  I  received  instructions  from  Captain  Porter  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States,  which  I  did,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  14th  May. 

Ques.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  carry  any,  and  what  amount  of  specie, 
on  freight? 

Ans.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  which  I  received  on  board,  was  $1()3,500;  and  before  receiving  any 
money  in  a  foreign  port,  I  always  saw  that  the  duties  had  been  regularly  paid.  Of  this  amount,  $8,000 
was  received  at  the  Havana,  when  returning  home  in  the  Jackall;  $58,000  at  Thompson's  Island,  and 
$97..')00  at  Tampico:  $10,000  from  Tampico,  was  delivered  at  Havana;  all  the  rest  in  the  United  States. 
The  $8,000  was  sliipi.c!  at  Havana,  cniisiuiird  t.i  the  h,.usr  of  Ooudliuc  A:  Co.,  at  New  York.  The  $58,000 
was  receivrd,  liv  jicrinissidii  IVoin  ('.iiiiiiiMiloic  IIimIu'cis,  fniiii  i.iciiirnaiits  Oellers  and  Rousseau.  The 
$97,500  was  sliii'ipcl  l.y  the  .\iu.Ti.-aii  <oiisiil,  Mr.  ll'i-iahalu,  at  Taliil.irn. 

Que.f.    What  |ireiuium  or  IVeight  did  ycm  receive  iur  .sucli  transiMniatinii,  and  how  was  it  appropriated? 

Ans.  For  the  §8,000  I  received  -21  per  cent.;  for  the  $58,000  I  reivivcd  2  p.T  cent.,  and  for  the  $97,500. 
1|  for  that  landed  at  Havana,  and  2  per  cent  for  that  brought  to  the  rnii<i|  Stales.  I  received  for  myself 
two-thirds;  the  other  third  I  paid  over  to  Commodore  Porter.  The  omiiiPHl'irc  never  made  any  demand  of 
me  for  any  of  it;  it  was  a  voluntarj'  act  of  mine,  in  pursuance  of  the  --eiieral  custom. 

Ques.  Was  any  time  consumed  at  the  place  where  the  specie  was  shipiieil.  (.n  the  passage,  or  at  the 
ports  where  it  was  delivered,  in  consequence  of  being  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  specie,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  specially  devoted  to  the  sii|ipressioii  of  piracy? 

Ans.  In  no  instance  did  any  delay  occur  for  the  pniii'se  of  taking  on  board  specie;  on  the  contrary,  I 
was  requested  to  wait  at  Vera  Cruz,  or  to  stop  ofl'  .Vlvarado,  for  tiie  arrival  of  a  convoy,  which  was 
expected  down  from  Mexico,  with  two  or  three  million  of  doliais,  wliicli  1  declined  doing,  but  sailed  imme- 
diately on  receiving  the  letter  I  have  mentioned,  from  the  gentleman  whom  I  carried  out. 

Ques.  During  the  jserlod  of  j'our  being  under  the  command  iA'  ('ai)tain  Porter,  did  you  ever  hear,  or 
do  you  know  of  any  s|iec-ie  being  carried  on  frieght  by  any  vessel  on  board  which  he  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  that  in  any  case  the  vessel  which  carried  Commodore  Porter's  pendant  carried 
any  specie.  ConHnoil(]re  I'oiter  was  never  down  the  gulf  when  I  was  with  him;  he  was  either  employed 
on  the  coast  of  Cuba  or  at  'I'hnniiison's  Island. 

Ques.  Did  the  general  ohjeets  of  the  protection  of  American  commerce  and  property,  and  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy  require,  in  your  o]iinion,  that  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  should  go  as  frequently  as 
they  did  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  places  to  which  they  were  sent? 

Ans.  They  certainly  did,  according  to  my  opinion. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  in  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  affording  convoy  to  American  vessels? 

Ans.  In  every  instance  where  it  was  requirt'd;   more  fre(|nently  than  lli(>  general   orders   reipiired  it. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  Captain  Porter,  with  the  foi-ci;  tinder  his  coniniand,  wiiieh  ccjuld  be 
done  to  suppress  piracy? 

Ans.  All  that  energy  and  decision  could  accomplish,  was  done  to  attain  that  object.  It  appeared  to 
be  the  principal  object  of  the  cominodore,  and  of  every  officer  under  his  command. 

Ques.  During  the  time  tliat  y<iii  acted  under  Captain  Porter,  had  you  reason  to  believe  that  unfoun- 
ded reports  of  piracies  were  circuhited  in  the  West  Indies? 

Ang.  I  have  no  doubt  but  such  reports  were  frei|uently  circulated  without  the  shadow  of  truth,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  off  the  attention  of  our  squadron. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relating  to  the  suliject  of  this  inquiry,  material  to  mention? 

Ans.  I  know  of  nothing  important. 

The  court  adjourned  till  half-past  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tc-Esn.\Y,  May  IT. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  ailjouninient  of  vesterdav.     Present;   as  before. 

Ma.ster  Commandant  William  B.  i'incli,  again:" 

Queslion.  During  the  period  of  your  being  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  ever  hear  or 
know  of  anj'  specie  being  carried  on  freight  by  any  vessel  on  board  of  which  he  was  at  the  time? 

An.m-er.  No;  his  flag  was  transferred  from  the  John  Adams,  before  she  sailed  down  the  gulf,  to  the  Sea 
Gull.     The  commodore  himself  never  went  down  into  the  bay  while  I  was  with  him. 

Charles  W.  Skinner,  a  lieutenant  in  tin'  na\-y  of  the  Uniteil  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says: 

Queslion.  In  what  capacity  diil  you  serve  in  the  s(|uadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
between  what  periods? 

Ansieer.  I  served  with  Captain  Porter  from  about  tiie  2:5(1  December,  1822,  till  about  the  11th  of  July, 
1823,  in  command  of  the  schooner  VV^ild  Cat.  I  commanded  {\u:  Porpoise  tVoin  March,  1824,  until  Captain 
Porter  left  the  West  India  station. 

Ques.  On  what  particular  service  were  you  employed  during  these  jieriods?  Produce  such  orders 
and  instructions  as  you  received. 

Ans.  I  was  governed  by  the  genei'al  inslrm-t  ions,  that  have  \iovu  given  in  evideiico,  and  obeyed 
them  in  every  jiarticular.  I  was  in  company  with  Coinniodore  Porter  until  alter  the  arrival  of  the  squad- 
ron at  Aguada.  At  that  place  the  sijuadron  was  separated,  and  1  continued  with  the  conmiodore  until 
ihi'  2oili  .Maicli,  en,i;-aged  in  the  su|ipression  of  piracy,  particul.irly  between  ijt.  Thomas  and  Sugar  Key; 
we  anchored  at  Su,'.;ar  Key,  where  the  Beagle  was  put  also  under  my  command,  three  lieutenants  from 
tha  Teacock,  and  ahout  <'i^litv  of  the  ship's  conil)anv  in  the  boats  of  "that  vessel,  witli  (U'ders  to  examine 
from  Cavo  K'umauo,  in  llie' ohi  Bahama  Straits  to  Ma"tanzas.  We  landed  on  the  dilferenl  kc^vs.  examined 
them,  l.oanled  all   the  vess.'ls  we  jell    in  with,  and  arrived  at   .\latan/.as  on  the  20th  .March.     "On  the  same 

night,  in  ( scpience  ,,la  icp  Ml    that  a  piracy  had  Keen  commiited  in    Kscondido,  I  sailed  for  that  place 

with  the  I'.eagle  and  the  loats  of  the  I'e.icock  in  company,  <'xaniined  the  j)lace,  and  found  the  report  to 
be  unfounded.  1  retunied,  and  off  .M.ilan/.as  fell  in  with  tin'  connnodore  in  his  gig.  The  commodore 
sailed  about  the  .■Jdth,  and  left  me  in  connnand  of  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle,  to  convcVfVom  Matan/.as  and 
he  Havana  twice  a  week,  till  further  orders,  and  to  examine  in  the  intervening  time  "the  creeks  and  inlets 
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in  the  neighborhood.  From  that  time  till  the  2d  July,  I  was  (■(instantly  engaged  in  thi.s  business,  board- 
ing every  vessel,  and  examining  every  creek.  During  that  iicii.xl,  1  believe  1  gave  convoy  to  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  sail  of  vessels,  affording  all  the  protccti.ai  in  mir  power,  being  constantly  at  sea.  I 
went  9ver  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  on  the  3d  July  sailed  lor  Key  Vacas,  to  land  marines  and  artillery; 
and  sailed  from  thence  on  the  6th  for  the  United  States. 

The  second  cruise  was  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  under  orders  from  the  Department,  dated  June  19th, 
1824.  (Read,  and  annexed.)  Having  accomplished  the  dutic^s  given  by  those  orders,  boarding  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  several  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  tra.le,  nmler  llie  Fienrli,  S|iaiiisli,  and  Danish  flags; 
returned  to  Cape  Messurado,  took  on  board  Mr.  (iurley,  as  1  was  direcied,  and  sailed  Im-  the  West  Indies. 
On  the  15th  September,  arrived  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinico,  sailed  en  the  lOlh,  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  the 
19th,  sailed  on  the  24th,  eeiivoyinu-  a  ship  through  the  Sail  Kock  passage.  On  the  25th,  arrived  off  St. 
Johns,  Porto  Rico,  and  in([nire(l  .iliei  pirates;  finding  all  quiet  in  that  quarter,  I  proceeded,  and  on  the 
£8th  landed  and  examined  the  Islanil  of  Mona. 

On  the  30th,  went  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo.  On  the  4th  October,  anchored  off  St.  Jago  de  Cuba; 
during  each  of  these  trips  kept  as  near  the  shore  as  possible,  examining  the  coast  and  inlets — proceeded 
to  the  Island  of  Cayman,  thence  over  to  Cuba,  and  went  down  it  till  I  reached  Cape  St.  Antonio,  where  I 
gave  chase  to  a  suspicious  vessel,  and  at  night  dispalelied  seme  boats  in  pursuit  of  her;  the  boats  found 
the  piratical  establishment  on  the  cape,  and  ilestveyed  it,  l>ut  were  unable  to  overtake  the  vessel.  Being 
short  of  provisions,  proceeded  to  Havana,  bearding  all  the  vessels  I  met  with — arrived  at  Havana  on  the 
13th.  On  the  17th  sailed  with  convoy;  in  going  out  of  the  harbor,  fell  in  with  the  Terrier,  a  barge  in 
company,  going  in — informed  him  of  the  piratical  vessel  I  had  fallen  in  with  at  Cape  St.  Antonio,  and  he 
immediately  went  in  pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  him.  On  the  19th,  having  left  the  convoy, 
anchored  at  Matanzas.  On  the  night  of  the  20th,  having  borrowed  a  boat  from  the  shore,  sent  all  my  own 
boats,  with  all  my  officers,  and  as  many  men  as  could  be  spared,  to  search  the  piratical  haunts  about 
Matanzas.  On  the  23d,  they  returned  with  the  piratical  schooner  Gata,  and  three  piratical  boats,  as 
prizes.  On  the  night  of  the  24th,  manned  the  prize  schooner,  and  sent  her  out  on  a  cruise.  On  the  25th, 
sailed  with  a  convoy  from  Matanzas.  On  the  28tli  fell  in  at  sea  with  the  schooner,  proceeded  to  Thomp- 
son's Island,  where  I  arrived  on  the  31st  October.  There  repaired  the  vessel,  took  in  provisions,  and 
sailed  on  the  10th  November  for  Matanzas,  having  received  an  order  to  that  purpose  from  the  commodore- 
arrived  at  Matanzas  on  the  11th.  On  the  18th  sailed  with  a  convoy,  and,  from  that  time  till  the  17th 
December,  was  constantly  occupied  in  that  neighborhood,  giving  convoy  to  merchantmen,  and  with  my 
boats  out  searching  for  pirates.  On  the  18tli  December,  arrived  at  Thompson's  Island,  where  I  joined 
Commodore  Porter.  On  the  22d,  received  the  order,  (read  and  annexed,)  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  with  which  I  complied.  Sailed  on  the  23d  for  the  Havana,  thence  on  the  26th  for  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  On  the  31st  fell  in  with  an  American  brig,  and  convoyed  her  into  Campeachj',  there  offered 
convoy,  and  proceeded  to  the  different  places  indicated  in  my  orders,  offering  at  each  convoy  and  protec- 
tion to  American  commerce.  Sailed  from  Tampico  on  the  18lh  March,  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  31st- 
there  I  received  an  order  from  Captain  Warrington  to  comply  with  the  previous  order,  received  from 
Captain  Porter,  and  sailed  about  the  7th  April  for  New  York,  where  I  arrived  about  the  19th. 

Qties.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  receive  any  and  what  amount  of  specie 
on  freight? 

Ans.  The  first  specie  I  carried  was  in  the  Wild  Cat,  from  the  Havana,  $5,000,  carried  to  a  vessel 
which  had  sailed  before  me  and  which  I  was  to  convoy.  The  next  time  I  carried  $34,519  from  Tampico 
to  the  Balize.  The  next  sum  I  carried  was  $109,013  from  Tampico;  $2,000  was  landed  at  Havana,  the 
residue  at  New  York. 

Ques.  Was  it  shipped  by  American  merchants,  or  by  whom? 

Ans.  All  that  I  carried  from  Tampico  was  shipped  by  the  American  consul;  the  $5,000  was  shipped 
by  the  master  of  an  American  vessel  of  Philadelphia. 

Ques.  What  amount  of  freight  did  you  receive  for  such  transportation,  and  how  was  it  appro- 
priated? 

Ans.  The  whole  amount  was  between  $2,200  and  $2,300;  one-third  was  deposited  in  bank  for  the 
commanding  officer,  the  residue  was  my  own. 

Ques.  Was  any  time  consumed  at  the  places  where  the  specie  was  shipped,  on  the  passage,  or  at  the 
places  of  delivery,  in  consequence  of  your  being  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  specie,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  specially  devoted  to  the  suppression  of  piracy? 

Ans.  I  did  not  remain  at  any  of  these  places  longer  than  I  should  have  done,  had  there  been  no 
specie.  I  ciini|ilieil  stri<tly  with  my  orders.  I  was  on  one  occasion  offered  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
to  be  carried  to  New  Oi  leans,  but  I  declined  it,  as  I  had  no  other  motive  to  carry  me  there. 

Ques.  Did  the  general  protection  of  American  commerce  and  property,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
require,  in  your  opinion,  the  presence  of  an  American  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  it  was 
sent  there,  and  at  the  places  to  which  it  was  sent? 

Ans.  I  conceived  it  absolutely  necessary  that  an  Amei-ican  vessel  of  war  should  be  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.     I  can  only  speak  as  to  my  own  vessel,  not  knowing  what  other  vessels  were  there  or  how  long. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  affording  convoy  to  American 
vessels? 

Ans.  So  far  as  I  knew,  it  was  the  constant  practice. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  which  could  be  done  by  the  squadron  to  suppress  piracy? 

Ans.  Yes;  as  far  as  came  to  my  knowledge,  no  vessels  were  ever  more  actively  or  more  disagreeably 
employed. 

Ques.  During  the  time  that  you  were  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  had  you  reason  to  believe 
that  reports  were  circulated  in  the  West  Indies  of  piratical  acts,  which  were  ascertained  to  be  without 
any  foundation  in  truth? 

.4ns.  Yes,  many;  it  was  constantly  the  case. 

Ques.  During  that  period,  did  you  ever  hear  or  know  of  any  specie  being  carried  on  freight  by  any 
vessel  on  board  of  which  Captain  Porter  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  No,  I  never  did;  I  never  heard  of  his  being  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  or  thing  material  to  this  investigation?     If  so,  state  it  fully. 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  further.  When  in  Tampico,  the  American  consul  informed  me  that 
he  had  repeatedly  written  to  have  an  American  vessel  from  the  squadron  sent  down  there  to  carry  specie. 


IGO  N  A  Y  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  R  S  .  [No.  270. 

and  that,  in  consequence  of  there  being  none,  it  became  necessary  to  ship  it  in  English  vessels,  which 
made  the  route  more  circuitous,  and  increased  the  expense. 

Charles  H.  Bell,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  j'ou  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
for  what  time? 

Answer.  I  was  a  lieutenant  commandant,  commanding  the  Ferret,  from  the  8th  August,  1824,  until 
his  return  from  the  West  Indies. 

Ques.   On  what  particular  .service  were  you  employed? 

Ans.  I  received  oidirs  tVom  ( 'miiiuijdore  Porter  to  proceed  from  Washington  to  Thompson's  Island, 
touching  at  Matan/.iis,  t'l  ,.;i\i'  inctc  rtinn  to  our  commerce.  I  sailed  about  the  26th,  and  arrived  about 
September  lOtli;  was  eiiqildycd  iliuing  the  whole  time  that  I  was  under  his  command,  in  protecting 
American  commerce,  and  giving-  convoy  from  Matanzas  and  Havana,  and  cruising  occasionally  after 
pirates,  from  about  Havana  to  French  Key,  to  the  eastward  of  Matanzas. 

Ques.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  carry  on  freight  any,  and  what  amount 
of  specie? 

Ans.  Never  any. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  offering  convoy  to  American 
vessels? 

Ans.  It  was  their  constant  practice,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  I  myself  convoyed  at  least 
forty  or  fifty  vessels.  I  never  refused  convoy  but  once;  that  was  in  Havana.  I  had  received  orders  to 
convoy  at  a  certain  day  from  Matanzas,  and  the  vessels  which  required  it  could  not  sail  at  the  time.  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  that  port. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  within  their  power,  in  the  suppression  of  piracy? 

Ans.  I  believe  so. 

Ques.  During  the  period  that  you  were  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  ever  know  or 
hear  of  any  specie  being  carried  on  freight  by  any  vessel  on  board  of  which  he  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  material  to  this  iu(juiry?     If  so,  state  it  fully. 

Ans.  I  know  nothing  further  that  is  material. 

John  P.  Zantzinger,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter; 
and  for  what  length  of  time? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Weasel  from  11th  September,  1823,  till  July  20th,  1824. 

Ques.   On  what  particular  service  were  you  employed? 

Ans.  I  arrived  in  the  West  Indies  on  the  17th  October;  went  through  the  Caycus  passage;  went  to 
Barico,  at  the  east  end  of  Cuba;  proceeded  through  the  old  Straits  of  Bahamas  to  Matanzas;  remained 
there  three  weeks,  giving  convoy  in  and  out  of  the  harbor.  From  thence  I  proceeded  to  Havana;  found 
there  the  Porpoise,  Lieut.  Ramage,  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report  myself.  Thence  I  procciMlcl  lo  Key 
West,  and  returned  to  Havana,  where  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  United  States.  My  luisiucss  on 
this  first  cruise  was  to  examine  the  coast  and  inlets,  in  search  of  pirates,  and  to  give  convoy.  1  sailed 
for  the  United  States  about  the  12th  December,  giving  convoy  and  bringing  home  specie.  Went  from 
New  York  to  Norfolk,  where  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  sea,  in  company  with  the  Spark;  sailed  July 
18tli,  and  proceeded  to  St.  Thomas;  procccilcd  along  the  south  side  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo;  ran 
between  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica;  theme  alon--  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  round  to  Cape  St.  Antonio,  giv- 
ing the  whole  coast  a  thorough  examinalion ;  tlinicc  to  Key  West,  where  I  rejoined  the  Spark.  Sailed  in 
company  with  the  Spark  about  the  4th  March  to  the  Gulf,  running  along  the  coast  of  Yucatan  to  Cape 
Catouche;  ran  into  Campeachy,  from  thence  to  Alvarado;  remained  there  about  three  weeks;  thence  to 
Point  Lizarado;  thence  to  Vera  Cruz.  I  thence  proceeded  to  Tampico,  with  the  annexed  order;  remained 
in  the  harbor  near  three  weeks,  affording  protection  to  our  commerce.  I  then  sailed,  with  some  specie  on 
board,  for  Vera  Cruz;  thence  to  Alvarado;  thence  to  the  Havana,  going  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Anto- 
nio; thence  to  Thompson's  Island.  I  there  received  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York,  and  sailed  for  the 
United  States.  During  the  last  cruise,  my  principal  occupation  was  giving  prolection  to  American  com- 
merce, and  looking  after  pirates.  The  reason  of  my  continuing  so  long  in  the  ports  where  I  remained, 
was  that  the  American  consul,  and  all  the  principal  merchants,  madi'  a  r((inist  of  Lieutenant  Newton  to 
permit  me  to  be  there,  stating,  that  as  the  Weasel  was  small  and  able  to  cross  the  bar,  her  presence  was 
more  important  in  affording  protection  to  the  commerce  than  the  larger  vessels,  which  were  compelled  to 
remain  outside.  At  Tampico  I  was  detained  near  a  fortnight,  in  consequence  of  an  American  vessel  being 
attacked. 

Ques.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  I'ortor,  what  amount  of  specie  did  y(m  carry  on  freight? 
from  what  places,  and  where  delivered? 

Ans.  I  carried  $197,000;  of  this  I  carried  $70,01)0  from  Havana  to  New  York.  From  Tampico  and 
Alvaiado,  I  carried  $127,000;  of  this  $55,500  was  taken  on  board  in  ct)nsequence  of  an  American  vessel 
from  I'iiiladeliihia,  wiio  had  it  on  board,  running  asiiore  off  Tampico.  I  took  it  on  board,  and  carried  it  to 
Philadelpliia;  1  delivered  all  the  residue  at  Philadelphia,  except  $1,000  landed  at  Havana. 

Ques.  Was  it  shipped  by  American  merchants,  or  whom? 

A)^s.  All  the  money  that  I  carried  was  shipped  by  American  merchants. 

Ques.  What  amount  of  freight  did  you  receive  for  the  transportation,  and  how  was  it  appropriated? 

^)JS.  I  receivrd  two  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  carried;  one-third  I  jniid  to  the  commodore  as  a 
voluntary  act  on  my  pari,  tlic  residue  I  retaini'd. 

Ques.  Was  any  lime  cousuiiied  al  llie  ]ihu-cs  where  the  siiecie  was  shi]i]ied,  on  the  passage,  or  at  the 
ports  where  it  was  deliNcred,  in  eoiisei|iience  of  \dur  iieiiig  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  specie, 
which  would  olherwise  have  been  speriallv  devoted  to  the  siip|iressi'(iii  of  piracy? 

A,i.-<.    None. 

Ques.  Did  the  general  protection  of  American  commerce  and  property,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
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require,  in  your  opinion,  the  presence  of  an  American  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  it  was 
sent  there,  and  at  the  places  to  which  it  was  sent? 

Ans.  Yes,  and  much  more  frequently.     Complaints  were  numerous  of  the  want  of  a  force  there. 

Ques.  Was  the  procuring  of  specie  the  primary  or  secondary  object  of  your  going  into  that  quarter? 

Ans.  It  was  entirely  secondary. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  the  practice  of  affording  convoy  to  American  vessels? 

Ans.  It  was  their  constant  practice  wherever  it  was  wanted;  I  always  offered  convoy  at  every  port 
to  which  I  went. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  which,  as  you  conceive,  could  be  done  towards  the 
suppression  of  piracy? 

Ans.  It  was. 

Qut's.  While  you  were  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  were  any  reports  circulated,  without 
any  foundation,  of  piratical  acts? 

Ans.  Yes,  frequently,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba;  such  reports  were  I  believe  frequently  circulated  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  vessels  off. 

■  Ques.  Did  you  ever  know  of  or  hear,  that  any  vessel  on  board  which  Captain  Porter  was  at  the  time 
carried  specie  on  freight? 

Ans.  I  know  of  no  instance,  and  never  heard  of  any. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  which  you  deem  material  to  this  inquiry?     If  so,  state  it  fully. 

Ans.  Nothing  in  particular. 

David  G.  Farragut,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
for  what  period  of  time? 

Answer.  I  joined  the  squadron  on  the  4th  February,  1823,  as  an  acting  lieutenant  on  board  the  schooner 
Grayhound,  commanded  by  Master  Commandant  John  Porter,  and  afterwards  by  Lieutenant  Kearney, 
and  continued  on  the  station  until  the  commodore  returned  to  the  United  States  in  July,  1825. 

Ques.  On  what  particular  service  were  the  vessels  to  which  you  were  attached  employed? 
Ans.  The  Grayhound  was  constantly  employed,  while  I  was  on  board  her,  in  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  and  giving  convoy  on  the  south  side  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba,  and  the  Mona  pass- 
age, and  on  the  north  side  of  Porto  Rico.  I  was  in  the  Grayhound  till  July,  1823,  at  which  time  I  was 
transferred  to  the  steam  galliot  Sea  Gull ;  she  wore  the  pendant  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  was  engaged 
in  cruising  for  pirates  along  the  coast  of  Florida;  Commodore  Porter  was  taken  sick,  and  the  vessel 
remained  at  Thompson's  Island  until  he  returned  home  in  the  summer  of  1823. 

On  the  nth  February,  the  Sea  Gull  having  been  repaired,  we  again  sailed  for  the  West  Indies;  the 
commodore  in  the  John  Adams,  in  company  touching  at  different  places,  visited  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mews, St.  Thomas,  St.  Kitts,  ran  down  the  north  side  of  Porto  Rico  through  the  Mona  passage,  visited 
the  Island  of  Mona,  down  the  south  side  of  St.  Domingo,  examined  the  coast  and  inlets,  retook  the  schooner 
Pacification  off  Jaquemel  from  a  Carthagenian  privateer,  visited  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  then  down  the  coast, 
examining  the  coast  thoroughly  by  the  Isle  of  Pines;  coasted  the  island  along  as  far  as  Matanzas,  thence  to 
Thompson's  Island.  The  next  day  the  commodore  arrived  in  the  John  Adams,  and  we  were  dispatched 
on  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wilkinson  to  Cape  Antonio,  in  pursuit  of  a  pirate  whom 
he  had  chased  in  there  a  few  days  before;  the  boats  entered  the  Colorados  to  the  windward,  and  the  Sea 
Gull  to  leeward,  and  met  about  half  way;  received  information  from  some  fishermen  that  the  vessel  had 
sailed  for  the  coast  of  Yucatan.  Having  made  diligent  search,  we  were  joined  by  the  Grayhound,  and 
returned  to  Thompson's  Island;  I  then  left  the  Sea  Gull,  and  on  the  10th  June  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Ferret.  I  received  verbal  instructions  from  Commodore  Porter  to  cruise  between  Havana, 
Matanzas,  and  Thompson's  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  convoy  twice  a  week  out  of  Matanzas  and 
Havana,  to  carry  plants  from  Cuba  over  to  the  island,  and  to  be  careful  to  afford  every  protection  to  our 
commerce  that  might  be  requested.  These  orders  were  punctually  obeyed;  no  convoys  were  asked  which 
I  did  not  afford,  no  piracies  were  complained  of.  I  gave  convoys  sometimes  three  times,  sometimes  four 
times  a  week.  I  continued  thus  occupied  until  July  5th,  when  I  received  orders  to  carry  a  public  agent 
to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  the  United  States. 

Ques.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  you  carry  on  freight  any,  and  what  amount 
of  specie? 

Ans.  I  carried  none. 

Ques.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  ever  liear,  that  any  was  carried  in  any  vessel  onboard  which  Captain 
Porter  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  No;  I  never  did. 

Ques.  Was  it  the  practice  of  the  squadron  to  afford  convoy,  when  required,  to  American  vessels? 

.4)18.  Always,  I  believe;  I  never  knew  an  instance  to  the  contrary. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  which  could  be  done? 

Ans.  I  think  so. 

Ques.  Had  you  ever  reason  to  believe  that  reports  were  circulated  in  the  West  Indies,  without  any 
foundation,  of  piratical  acts;  and  for  what  purpose? 

^)!.s.  I  have  known  many  such  myself;  what  the  object  was,  cannot  say.  Some  that  I  heard,  I  knew 
at  the  time  to  be  false;  and  false  reports  were  also  circulated  with  regard  to  the  absence  of  vessels,  from 
the  ports  of  Cuba,  to  give  convoy. 

Ques.  Do  you  know,  and  were  j'ou  frequently  at  tlie  ferry,  kept  by  an  Englishman  named  Roberts 
near  Matanzas? 

Ans.  Yes,  I  knew  him;  was  frequently  there;  obtained,  from  his  plantation,  plants  for  Key  West. 

Ques.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  ever  hear,  of  that  ferry  being  much  resorted  to  by  pirates,  or 
having  intercourse  with  them? 

Ans.  I  never  did. 

Ques.  Is  there  anything  further  material  to  this  inquiry? 

Ans.  I  know  nothing  that  I  conceive  important. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  half-past  10  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  May  18. 

Tlic  cnint  met,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before. 

Kalph  Voorliees,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter;  and 
for  what  period  of  time? 

Anawer.  I  served  on  board  the  Sea  Gull,  as  a  lieutenant,  from  December  26th,  1822,  till  July  16th, 
1823.     I  then  took  command  of  her,  and  continued  in  command  until  July  10th,  1824. 

Ques.  Ou  what  particular  service  was  the  Sea  Gull  employed  while  you  were  attached  to  her,  and 
where? 

Ans.  I  sailed  in  Feliruary,  1823,  fur  tlie  AVest  Indies.  The  vessel  was  employed  generally  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  particularly  cruising-  anmiid  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  through  the  Bahama  Straits,  in 
giving  convoy  to  American  vessels,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy.  The  commodore  was  frequently  on 
board  tlio  Sea  Gull,  and  I  think  for  half  the  time  that  she  was  out  she  bore  his  pendant,  which  was 
sometimes  shifted  to  the  John  Adams  and  Peacock. 

Ques.  During  that  time  was  any,  and  what  amount  of,  specie  carried  on  freight  in  the  Sea  Gull? 

Ans.  None  was  carried. 

Ques.  Do  you  know,  or  did  you  ever  hear,  that  any  was  carried  in  any  vessel  on  board  which  Captain 
Porter  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of 

Ques.  Was  it  the  practice  of  the  squadron  to  give  convoy  to  American  vessels? 

Ans.  Always,  when  required. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  which  could  be  effected  to  suppress  piracy? 

Ans.  I  believe  all  the  vessels  were  actively  and  judiciously  employed  for  that  purpose. 

Ques  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  many  unfounded  and  exaggerated  accounts  of  piracy  were 
circulated  in  the  West  Indies? 

Ans.  Many  such  reports  were  circulated,  which,  on  examination,  we  found  to  be  destitute  of  any 
foundation;  they  were  Airy  frequent,  I  also  saw  in  the  papers  from  the  United  States  tlie  most  exagge- 
rated and  unfoundeil  stutcniciits  of  piracies. 

Ques.  Is  there  anvthing  else  material  to  this  investigation  within  your  knowledge?  If  so,  state  it 
fully. 

Ans.  Nothing. 

John  H.  Lee,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacitj'  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
for  what  period  of  time? 

Answer.  I  served  as  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  John  Adams,  from  the  time  she  went  to  the  West  Indies 
until  about  the  25th  April,  1824;  at  that  time  I  took  command  of  the  schooner  Jackall,  and  continued  in 
her  till  November  20th,  1824. 

Ques.  On  what  service  were  the  vessels  on  which  you  were,  particularly  engaged  during  those 
periods? 

Ans.  The  John  Adams  joined  the  squadron  at  Key  West,  in  August,  1823,  and  then  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  conseipience  of  the  sickness.  About  the  17th  l-'elnuiiry,  1824,  sailed  again  from  the 
United  States,  under  the  conmiand  of  Captain  Dallas;  the  particular  nljcct  in  which  we  were  occupied, 
was  cruising  for  pirates  from  the  windward,  down  through  tlic  islands,  till  our  arrival  at  Key  West, 
where  I  left  her.  On  board  the  Jackall  I  cruised  along  the  coast  of  Yucatan  and  Campeachy,  with 
another  schooner  in  company,  in  pursuance  of  Commodore  Porter's  orders  of  April  25th  (read  and 
annexed),  and  executed  those  orders,  and  made  the  report  of  the  cruise  which  has  been  given  in  evidence. 

Ques.  Did  the  vessels  to  which  you  were  attached,  while  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  carry 
any,  and  what  amount  of  specie,  where  from,  and  to  what  parts? 

Ans.  None  was  carried  in  either  of  the  vessels,  while  1  was  under  his  command. 

Ques.  Did  the  protection  of  American  property  and  commerce,  and  the  suii|n-cssi(in  nf  pii-acv.  riMiuire 
the  presence  of  an  American  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  it  was  sent  there,  and  at  the 
places  to  which  it  was  sent? 

Ans.  I  think  it  did. 

Ques.  Were  the  vessels  of  the  squadnm  in  the  practice  of  affording  convoy? 

Ans.  Always,  when  asked,  as  far  as  1  kurw;  and  it  was  constantly  offered. 

Ques.  Were  unfounded  or  rxau-grratcd  rc|ii>its  of  piracies  common  in  the  West  Indies? 

Ans.  I  think  that  exaugnatcii  rrp.nts  nl'  ].iiatical  acts  were  very  frequent. 

Ques.  Did  you  ever  knnw  m-  hear  nf  any  s|K'c-ie  being  carried  on  freight  by  anj'  vessel  of  the  squad- 
ron on  board  which  Cajitain  INirtcr  was  at  the  time? 

Ans.  No;  I  never  did. 

Ques.  Was  evervtliing  dnur  which  cunhl  be  effccfed,  liy  the  squadnm,  for  the  suppression  of  piracy? 

Ans.  So  far  as  n'lv  oii|iorlunities  of  judging  extend,  I  think  Conmiod.ue  Porter  made  the  best  distri- 
bution of  his  force  for  the   altaimnent  of'  that  ohject. 

QiK's.  Is  there  any  other  matter  within  your  knowledge  material  to  tliis  inijuirv?  If  so,  state  it 
fully. 

An.'<.  Nothing,  that  I  know  of 

John  T.  Ritchie,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  tlie  squadnm  under  the  coniuiaud  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
for  what  period  of  time? 

,l„.s)rc,-.    1  was  a  lienleiiaut    .  .11    l.oard   the  Ferret ;   sailed  with   the  s.|ua(ln.n    in  Felnuarv,    1S2;!,  and 

continued    in    her    till    the    .luly  lolluwin--,  when    I    took  c iiaiid  of  the   schooner    Fox,  and  'continued   in 

that  capacity  until    Uctoher,   1S2). 

Ques.   On  what  particular  service  were  those  vessels  engaged? 
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Ans.  While  in  the  Ferret,  cruised  around  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  after  some  pirates  that  we  had 
heard  of — rejoined  the  commodore  at  Aguadilla.  The  single  object  of  the  cruise  of  the  Ferret,  while  I 
was  on  board  her,  was  the  suppression  of  piracy  along-  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo,  Cuba,  the  Colorados  to 
Key  West.  After  I  took  cunimand  of  the  Fox,  I  received  the  orders  dated  Jidy  lil,  1823,  (road  and 
annexed,)  was  then  ordered  ti>  join  Lieut.  Kennon,  with  whom  I  hadi-niised  -.il'trv  |iir;iti's  along  the  nortli 
coast  of  Cuba;  afterwards  recei\ed  tlie  orders  of  August  6,  (read  and  annex(il,  i  ami  iin.reeded  to  the 
coast  of  Yucatan,  executed  them,  and  made  my  report  of  August  2'J,  which  has  hei^n  gi\eii  in  evidence. 
I  afterwards  proceeded  to  Matanzas  and  Havana,  and  on  my  return  to  Key  West  came  home  to  the  United 
States,  under  orders  of  September  16,  (read  and  annexed.)  In  December  following  returned  to  the  W'est 
Indies,  and  cruised  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Wilkinson,  (read  and  annexed,)  until  recalled  to  Key 
West  in  April  following.  Immediately  on  reaching  the  island  received  the  orders  of  April  16,  1824,  (read 
and  annexed,)  and  proceeded  forthwith  in  execution  of  them.  After  my  return  I  received  the  orders  of 
April  25,  (read  and  annexed,)  and  after  executing  them  returned  to  Key  AVest,  and  to  the  United  States 
in  October  following. 

Qites.  While  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  did  the  vessels  to  which  you  were  attached  carry 
on  freight  any  and  what  amount  of  specie;  from  and  to  what  ports? 

Ans.  During  my  first  cruise  I 'took  on  board,  at  various  times,  about  $40,000  for  the  United  States, 
received  on  board  at  Havana;  on  the  last  cruise  the  only  money  I  received  was  at  Tampico,  as  I  was 
leaving  that  place,  about  $20,000,  for  Havana.  Of  this,  $3,000  was  brought  to  the  United  States  and 
delivered  at  Washington. 

Ques.  What  freight  did  you  receive  for  such  transportation,  and  how  was  it  appropriated? 

A71S.  I  received,  I  think,  2|  per  cent,  on  the  first  money  I  brought  home,  and  1|  per  cent,  on  that 
brought  from  Tampico.     One-third  was  given  to  Commodore  Porter,  and  the  residue  reserved  by  me. 

Queti.  AVas  this  money  shipped  by  American  merchants,  or  by  whom? 

Ans.  It  was  shipped  through  the  American  consuls  at  Havana  and  Tampico. 

Ques.  Did  the  general  interest  of  American  commerce  and  property,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
require  the  presence  of  an  American  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  it  was  sent  there,  and  at 
the  places  to  which  it  was  sent? 

Ans.  I  think  so. 

Ques.  Did  the  transportation  of  the  specie  you  carried  interfere  in  any  manner  with  your  attention 
to  the  suppression  of  piracy,  or  protecting  American  commerce? 

Ans.  It  did  not. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  to  suppress  piracy,  which  could  be  effected? 

Ans.  I  believe  it  was,  so  for  as  I  was  capable  of  judging. 

Ques.  Is  there  anything  further,  within  your  knowledge,  material  to  the  present  inquiry?  If  so, 
state  it. 

Ans.  Nothing  further,  than  that  circumstances  occurred  at  Tampico  in  regard  to  the  detention,  for 
forty  days,  of  an  American  vessel,  which  I  succeeded  in  having  released;  which  showed,  beyond  doubt, 
the  necessity  for  having  a  man-of-war  in  that  neighborhood  for  the  protection  of  American  commerce. 

Charles  Boarman,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and  for 
what  period  of  time? 

Ansiver.  As  lieutenant,  I  commanded  the  schooner  Weasel,  from  the  20th  July,  1824,  till  the  return  of 
Commodore  Porter. 

Ques.  On  what  particular  service  were  you  engaged  during  that  period  of  time? 

Ans.  From  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  St.  Barts,  on  the  15th  August,  I  was  employed  during  the  whole 
time  in  convoying  and  cruising  for  pirates.  Went  to  Crab  Island  in  pursuit  of  pirates,  captured  a  boat; 
the  pirates  escaped  on  shore.  In  September  sailed  from  Havana  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  convoying  three 
American  vessels;  arrived  at  Campeachy;  sailed  to  Alvarado,  and  made  my  report  of  the  5th  December, 
(read  and  annexed;)  thence  sailed  to  Tampico,  inquiring  after  pirates,  and  furnishing  protection  to  our 
commerce;  and  having  fulfilled  my  orders,  took  on  board  specie  for  the  United  States,  arrived  at  the 
Havana,  and  made  my  report  of  the  21st  January,  1825. 

Ques.  During  this  time,  what  amount  of  specie  did  you  carry  on  freight,  from,  and  to,  what  ports? 

Ans.  I  carried  about  $65,000  from  Tampico,  shipped  for  New  York:  about  $20,000  of  it  was  subject 
to  the  order  of  a  merchant  at  Havana,  and  was  there  transferred  to  an  English  frigate;  of  this,  about 
$14,000  was  shipped  by  an  American  house,  and  a  part  of  the  money  was  shipped  by  Spaniards.  At 
Havana  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars  was  put  on  board,  and  landed  at  Norfolk. 

Ques.  What  amount  of  freight  was  paid  for  this  transportation,  and  how  was  it  appropriated? 

Ans.  About  $1,200  was  paid;  one-third  I  gave  to  Commodore  Porter,  and  the  residue  I  retained. 

Ques.  Did  this  carrying  of  specie  interfere  in  any  manner  with  your  attention  to  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  and  the  protection  of  American  commerce? 

Ans.  Not  in  the  least.  I  was  offered  money  at  Campeachy  to  carry  to  the  United  States,  but  would 
receive  none  until  I  had  completed  my  cruise,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  returning  to  the  United  States ;  and 
I  sailed  as  soon  as  I  should  have  done  had  I  carried  no  specie. 

Ques.  Did  the  general  protection  of  American  property  and  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
require  the  presence  of  American  vessels-of-war  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  frequently  as  they  were  sent 
there,  and  at  the  places  to  which  they  were  sent? 

Ans.  I  think  so.  During  the  period  of  from  two  to  three  months  that  I  was  there,  there  was  no 
other  vessel  of  the  squadron  there. 

Ques.  Was  everything  done  by  the  squadron  which  could  be  done  for  the  suppression  of  piracy? 

Ajus.  My  opinion  is,  that  all  was  done  which  could  be  done  to  suppress  it. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  other  matter  within  your  knowledge  material  to  this  inquiry? 

Ans.  Nothing. 

Charles  T.  Piatt,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  In  what  capacity  did  you  serve  in  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  and 
for  what  period  of  time? 
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Ansu-er.  I  served  in  1823  in  the  Hornet,  afterwards  in  command  of  a  barge,  and  on  board  a  merchant 
vessel  employed  as  a  decoy,  and  during  the  last  year  in  command  of  the  Beagle. 

Ques.   On  what  particular  service  were  you  employed? 

Ans.  The  particular  objects  in  which  I  was  en^-au-cd  were  the  offering  protection  to  our  commerce, 
and  the  suppression  of  piracy.  Cruising  in  an  open  liai'L^c  at  mic  time  sixty-ci,i;-ht  days  on  the  northeast 
side  of  Cuba.  My  last  cruise  in  the  Beagle  wa<  |.riiicipally  .■nnrnKMl  to  tlir  jiassages  in  the  neighborhood 
of  St.  Thomas,  under  orders  of  August  4th,  read  uiij  annexed.  I  wus  cuuslantly  cruising  and  giving 
convoy.  While  on  that  station,  there  was  not  a  single  vessel  robbed,  or  an  attempt  made,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Ques.  Had  yiin  any  concern  in  the  transportatiim  of  specie? 

Ans.  I  ncvi'r  caiiii'd  any.  I  was  oircrf^l  snine  on  one  orcasion,  but  did  not  take  it,  not  thinking  the 
vessel  I  coiiiiiiaiidcd  a  suitable  one,  and  tl Iiject  liring  inconsiderable. 

Ques.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  squadron  did  everything  whicii  could  be  accomplished  towards  the 
suppression  of  piracy? 

Ans.  I  do. 

Ques.  Is  there  anything  further  within  your  knowledge  material  to  this  inquiry? 

Ans.  Nothing  further. 

John  Mountain,  Esq.,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  during  the  period  that  Commodore  Porter  commanded  the 
American  squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  what  capacity? 

Answei:  I  was;  in  the  capacity  of  vice  AmericaTi  commercial  agent. 

Ques.  Are  the  documents  now  shown  you  written  by  you? 

Ans.  I  believe  they  are  copies  of  communications  made  by  me  to  Mr.  Warner. 

Que.^.  Do  you  conceive  the  sources  from  which  you  obtained  the  information  contained  in  them 
deserving  of  confidence? 

-4ns.  I  certainly  do,  most  of  it  from  declarations  on  oath,  and  the  residue  from  respectable  houses 
at  Matanzas,  and  merchants  intimately  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  that  country. 

Ques.  How  many  and  what  American  men-of-war  touched  at  the  Island  of  Cuba  during  the  year 
1824,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  carrying  specie  on  freight? 

Ans.  I  cannot  answer  as  to  the  number,  nor  am  I  able  to  name  the  vessels,  not  knowing  them  dis- 
tinctly; gonei-ally  speaking,  howev<'r,  all  tin  ■  vessels  on  the  station  of  a  large  class.  Captain  Kennedy  in  the 
Hornet  refused,  and  Lieutenants  Shiilnick  and  IJainage  also  icrnsed  to  caiiy  any.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  this  was  tlieii- sole  occui)ation.  The  coininiuiications  I  made  to  Mr.  W'anicr  were  made  inconse- 
quence of  the  chinior  of  American  merchants  and  masters,  who  complained  (if  the  want  of  convoy. 

Ques.  For  what  length  of  time  were  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  absent,  without  giving  convoy  at 
the  Havana? 

Ans.  For  several  weeks  at  a  time.  Tin's  orcnrred,  I  think,  not  more  than  once,  and  that  was  last 
summer.  Tliis  long  absence  produced  the  clanioi-  tliat  1  luive  sjioken  of.  There  is  no  American  merchant  at 
Havana  who  (lid  not  know  and  Kelieve  what  1  have  stateil  in  those  coniiuunicat  ions.  I  understand  that  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron  had  been  removed  by  the  orders  of  the  government,  on  account  of  the  sickly  season, 
which  was  a  prudent  step.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  officers  of  the  S(|uadron  did  not  comply  with  their 
inslructi(jns,  but  it  was  known  at  Havana  that  the  neigborhood  was  for  some  time  deserted  by  them. 
The  Americans  carry  on  some  trade  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  their  remittances  from  that  quarter  are 
made  both  in  produce  and  specie. 

Ques.  On  hearing  the  general  complaints  of  the  merchants,  did  you  make  any  inquiry  as  to  the 
disposal  of  the  force  under  (lommodore  Porter,  and  what  was  the  iid'ormation  received? 

Ans.  I  did  in(piire  on  one  or  two  occasions  when  vessels  touched  there,  and  was  shown  the  instruc- 
tions to  go  to  the  (iiiir  of  .Mexico  to  pr.itect    the  connueLce,  and  tiuich  at  different  ports  there. 

Ques.  Did  yon  know  anything  of  the  nature  of  Coniniodoiv  Torter's  instructions? 

Ans.  I  know  nothing  of  them. 

Ques.  Was  the  conduct  of  those  officers  who  refused  to  take  specie  approved  of  or  censured  by  the 
merchants? 

Ans.  Much  approved  of. 

Ques.  When  the  merchants  complained  of  the  want  of  protection,  did  you  inform  Captain  Porter  or 
any  other  officer  of  those  complaints? 

Ans.  I  did  not  inform  Captain  Porter,  as  I  believe  he  was  at  that  time  in  the  United  States,  nor  do  I 
think  I  made  any  formal  communication  on  the  subject,  as  I  thought  it  was  uiuiecessary,  as  I  believed 
every  officer  would  do  his  duty. 

Ques.  Was  the  conduct  of  those  officers  who  carried  specie  disapproved  of  ? 

Ans.  Yes,  it  was. 

Ques.  Did  you  ever  act  as  agent,  or  in  any  manner  aid  in  procuring  specie,  to  be  carried  in  the  public 
vessels? 

Ans.  I  have  done  so. 

Ques.  By  the  expression  in  your  letter  of  October  30th,  "the  thirst  for  making  money  prevails  with 
others  as  well  as  those  of  the  Islaiul  of  Cuba,"  did  you  mean  to  ajiply  it  to  the  officers  generally,  or  to 
any  particularly? 

Ans.  That  expression  was  not  originally  used  by  me,  it  was  the  general  cry  at  Havana,  and  I  under- 
stood it  to  apply  to  all  tli(jse  officers  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the  transportation  of  specie. 

Tlie  court  then  adjourned  till  11  o'ch.ick,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  3Iay  19. 

The  court  met  pursiumt  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  as  before.  The  judge  advocate 
submitted  to  the  couit  a  communicatioji  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  being  read,  was  annexed  to 
the  record,  and  marked  K. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Gadsby's  Hotel,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  at  one  o'clock 
.to-day. 

The  court  met  at  Gadsby's  Ilotid,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  this  morning.  Present:  as  before, 
and  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  to-m(u-row  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  May  20. 
The  court  mot  pursuant  to  ndjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  Leftire.     The  ,indG:e  advocate  read 
and  submitted  to  the  court  sundry  documents,   &c.,  which  were  read  and  annexed  to  the  record.     The 
reading-  of  them  continued  until  after  3  o'clock,  and  the  court  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
at  9  o'clock. 

Saturday,  3Iay  21. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before,  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  report  to  be  nurde"  to  the  Department.     At  3  o'clock  the  court  adjourned  till  12  o'clock 
on  Monday. 

Monday,  3Iay  23. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday,  and  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report,  which  was  agreed  upon  and  signed,  and  annexed  to  the  record.     The  court  adjourned  till 
to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  24. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjdurnnient  nf  yesterday.     Tlie   jndue  udvociile  was  instructed  by 
the  court  to  transmit  the  record  to  the   Dcpaitment,  and  inform  the  Scciclury  tlial    the  court,  having 
finished  the  business  before  it,  awaited  his  liiiihrr  orders.     Acommuiii<Mti(>ii  was  reccMved  from  the  Secre- 
tary dissolving  the  court,  annexed  and  marked  L,  whereupon  the  court  adjourned  due  die. 


I. 

To  Captain  haac  Ghauncey,  president  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  now  sitting  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington: 

I  have  received  the  letter  of  the  judge  advocate,  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  landing  of  a  part  of  the  naval  forces,  under  the  command  of  Captain  David  Porter,  in  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  November  last. 

I  am  also  apprised,  that  Captain  Porter  has  entered  his  protest  against  the  competency  of  the  court, 
and  declined  taking  further  part  in  its  proceedings,  and  that  it  has  nothiiii;'  licfore  it. 

Circumstances,  connected  with  the  inquiry  into  the  manner  in  whirii  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  Captain  David  Porter,  were  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  render 
it  expedient  that  that  inquiry  should  not  fail  or  be  defeated,  because  tlie  officer  who  requested  it  does 
not  think  proper  to  pursue  it  before  this  court.  You  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  the 
inquiry  indicated  in  the  precept,  according  to  its  terms,  notwithstanding  the  objections  taken  by  Captain 
Porter.  You  will  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter 
has  been  employed,  during  the  period  of  his  command,  and  report  to  this  Department  the  facts;  and 
whether  the  said  forces  have  been  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  most  effective  manner 
in  which  they  could  be  employed,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  and  instructions  from  this  Department; 
or  whether  they  have  been  engaged  in  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  service: 
all  which  you  will  transmit  to  this  Department,  to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for 
his  consideration. 

Herewith,  you  will  receive  a  list  of  the  witnesses  to  whom  orders  have  been  given  to  report  them- 
selves to  the  court,  and  such  documents  as  appear  to  be  connected  with  the  subject  of  inquiry  shall  be 
submitted  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

Should  it  appear,  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation,  that  other  testimony  within  the  control  of  the 
Department  will  be  required,  it  shall  be  furnished  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of 
[l.  s.]  Washington,  this  tenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

twenty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-ninth. 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


To  Isaac  Chauncey,  Esq.,  president  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry,  now  in  session  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington: 
Sik:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esquire,  judge  advocate  of  the  court,  dated  the 
18th  inst.,  in  which  he  informs  me  "that  the  court  has  completed  the  examination  of  all  the  witnesses 
who  have  appeared  before  it,  and  inquiring  whether  any  objection  exists  to  the  adjournment  of  the  court 
to  some  other  place  more  convenient  than  the  Navy  yard,  for  the  completion  of  the  business." 
,  It  is  not  perceived  that  any  inconvenience  or  impropriety  can  result  in  the  present  silualion  of  the 
business  before ^the  court,  from  a  change  in  the  place  of  meeting.  You  are,  therefore,  hercliy  authorized,^ 
should  the  court  consider  it  expedient  so  to  do,  to  adjourn  to  any  other  public  place  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  taking  care  to  give  proper  notice  of  the  change,  and  hereafter  to  hold  your 
meetings  at  the  place  to  which  you  shall  have  adjourned. 
I  am  respectfully,  &o., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Navy  Department,  May  19,  1825. 
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L. 

Navy  Department,  Mcnj  24,  1825. 
Sir:  The  letter  of  the  judge  advocate,  of  this  date,  transmitting  the  record  of  the  proceediugs  of 
tlie  court  of  inquiry,  in  the "ca.se  of  Captain  David  Porter,  has  been  received. 

The  Department  has  no  further  documents  to  communicate.     The  court  is,  therefore,  hereby  dissolved, 
and  the  ofKcers  composing  it  will  resume  their  respective  stations. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


SAM'L  L.  SOUTH AED. 


Com.  Isaac  Ciiauncey,  President  Court  of  Inquiry.     Present. 


To  I.-<aae  Chauncey,  Esquire,  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  ,States: 

It  having  been  made  to  appear  to  tin'  Prcsiilcnt  of  the  United  States,  that  on  or  about  the  fourteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lon I  one  thousand  eight  huiidiv.l  and  twenty-four,  David  Porter, 
Esquire,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  Uiiitt-d  Siati's,  then  in  command  ><\'  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexici),  did,  with  a  part  of  the  military  force  under  his  ri.minand, 
fircibly  land  upon  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  llir  King  of 
Spain,  then  and  still  at  peace  and  in  amity  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ami  ili.l  tlim  and 
there  commit  acts  of  hostility  within  the  territories  and  against  the  subjects  of  the  said  King  of  Spain: 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  deemed  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  David  Porter 
on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  same,  to  be  necessary  and  proper. 

And  whereas  certain  rein-esentations  have  been  made  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
regard  to  tlie  <'iiiiiloyiiiciit  ol'  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  settinu-  Imili  iu  substance,  that  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  the 
said  naval  forces  weic  not  employed  in  the  suppression  of  ]iirary  in  the  most  effective  manner,  but  were 
employed  ill  llie  t  laiispoitai  ioii  of'  sp<'cie  and  of  othei'  olijeits  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
ptililic'  iuteicsts;  and  tlie  said  David  {'orter,  coiisidiriiig  his  eoiidiirt  and  character,  as  the  commander  of 
said  forces,  to  be  tlieicliy  implicated,  has  requested  of  this  Department  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the 
truth  of  said  ivpresentations: 

The  Pr(  sideiit  of  ilie  rniteil  States,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  has  charged  me  to  convene  a 
court  of  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  matters  aforesaid. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Navy  yard  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  or 
before  the  second  day  of  May  next,  to  act  as  a  member  of  said  court,  and  to  officiate  as  the  president 
thereof 

Orders  are  also  transmitted  to  Cajitain  William  M.  Crane,  and  Captain  George  C.  Read,  to  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  and  llieliard  S.  Coxe,  Esquire,  is  also  appointed  judge  advocate,  and  will 
report  himself  to  you  in  that  eapaeity  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  court  is  liereby  r.^piired  to  convene  and  organize  at  the  said  Navy  yard  at  Washington, 
on  the  said  second  day  of  May,  and  is  authorized  and  directed  to  summon  before  it  such  persons  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  .give  information  touching  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  is  also  empowered,  autho- 
rized and  directed,  diligentl_y  and  strictly  to  inquire  into  the  said  matters,  to  make  a  statement  of  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  same,  as  they  shall  appear  to  the  court,  and  particularly  to  examine  into  and  report  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  conduct  of  the  said  David  Porter  at  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  before  mentioned, 
and  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  were  employed  in  the  most 
effective  manner  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  or  in  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
public  interests:  all  of  which  you  will  transmit  to  this  Department,  to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  his  consideration.  And  for  your  so  doing,  this  shall  be  to  j'ou,  and  to  all  concerned, 
a  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand,   and  tlic^  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of 
[l.  s.]         Washington,  this  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-ninth. 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


The  court  liaving  maturely  deliberated  upon  the  precept,  the  communication  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  tenth  instant,  and  the  evidence  which  has  been  submitted,  agree  in  the 
following  report: 

The  court,  in  obedience  to  the  precept  and  instructions  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
liaving  inquired  into  the  manner  in  which  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter  has  been 
employed,  during  the  period  of  his  command;  and  whether  the  said  forces  have  been  employed  in  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  in  the  most  effective  manner  in  which  they  could  be  employed,  in  conformity  with 
the  orilers  and  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  or  whether  they  have  been  engaged  in 
objects  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  service;  and  having  maturely  considered  the 
testimony  which  has  l.ieen  laid  before  the  court,  reports  the  following  statement  as  the  result  of  this 
investigation: 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  in  the  year  1822,  piracy  had  been  organized  into  a  system  in  the  AVi'st 
India  seas,  preying  upon  tlie  commerc(!  of  every  country  trading  in  that  quarter.*  In  consequence  of 
these  excesses,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  early  in  the  succeeding  session,  "authorizing  an  additional 
naval  force  for  its  suppression."  This  law  appears  to  have  been  acted  upon  in  both  Houses  with  great 
promptness,t  and  to  have  been  approved  on  the  2Uth  December,  1822.J     By  this  act  the  sum  of  $160,000 

•President's  messnge  to  Congress,  of  December  3,  1822. 

J  Extract  from  the  journals  of  both  Houses. 
Aat  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy. 
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was  appropi||ated  for  the  purchase  and  construction  of  such  vessels  as  might  be  deemed  suitable  fur  that 
particular  object,  and  to  tit  and  equip  them  for  immediate  service. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  force,  Commodore  Porter  was  personally  and  actively  employed,  and  such 
dispatch  was  used,  that  on  the  15th  February  the  squadron,  consisting  of  the  Peacock  sloop  of  war,  the 
steam  galliot  Sea  Gull,  the  Grayhound  of  65  tons,  the  Shark  of  about  175  tons,  the  Ferret  of  51  tons,  the 
Fox  of  51  tons,  the  Jackall  of  47  tons,  the  Wild  Cat  of  48  tons,  the  Terrier  of  61  tons,  the  Weasel  of  53 
tons,  the  Beagle  of  52  tons,  and  the  ship  Decoy,  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads. 

The' instructions  from  the  Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  (''miiiHiddrc  Porter, 
dated  February  1,  1823,  state  the  objects  for  which  the  squadron  under  his  command  h.ul  !.< en  ( .[niiiiHd, 
and  the  directions  he  was  to  pursue  in  the  attainment  of  those  ends.  These  objcris  appear  to  lie  tiie 
suppression  of  piracy — the  aflfordin,u-  etl'eetnal  protection  to  tin'  citizens  and  coimneree  of  tlie  United  States 
— the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  anJ  the  iransportation  olspi'cie  to  the  Inited  Stati's.* 

In  these  instructions  it  was  specially  enjoined  upon  CoiiiHKJilore  Porter  to  oliserve  the  utmost  caution, 
in  protecting  our  commerce  against  all  unlawful  interruption,  and  in  guarding  the  rights  both  eif  persons 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  otheis,  and  to 
conduct  himself  in  his  intercourse  witii  any  foreign  power  with  as  much  mode*fetion  and  lorbearance  as  is 
consistent  with  the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens.  The  cultivation  of  harmony 
and  a  good  understanding  with  any  foreign  naval  force  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  is  strongly 
recommended.  The  establishment  of  a  depot  at  Thompson's  Island  or  Key  West,  is  likewise  directed  in 
the  exercise  of  a  proiier  discretion 

It  is  particularly  enjoined  by  the  Department  upon  Commodore  Porter  to  announce  his  arrival  and 
object  to  the  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  to  obtain  as  far  as  practicable  their  co-operation,  or 
at  least  their  favorable  and  friendly  support. 

Another  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  squadron  is  particularly  called,  is,  the  protection  of  the 
convoy  of  specie  from  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  generally,  to  the  United  States.  One  vessel  at 
least,  is  directed  to  be  kept  on  this  service,  to  be  at  or  near  Vera  Cruz,  during  the  healthy  season  of  the 
year,  and  to  be  relieved  as  occasion  shall  require,  both  for  the  convoy  of  trade  and  to  bring  specie  to  the 
United  States,  confining  the  transportation  to  the  United  States  only. 

On  the  26th  February,  Commodore  Porter  issued  his  general  instructions  to  his  different  ofScers,  for 
their  direction  and  government.  These  instructions  are  in  substance  a  transcript  of  those  received  by 
him  from  the  Department,  more  minute  in  their  details,  but  varying  from  them  in  no  essential  particular. 

The  principal  object  of  the  expedition  being  the  suppression  of  piracy,  which  had  assumed,  in  the 
seas  designed  for  the  sphere  of  his  operations,  an  appearance  of  system  and  organization,  and  an  extent 
which  required  the  utmost  vigor  and  vigilance  to  break  it  down.  Commodore  Porter  appears,  from  the 
moment  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  squadron,  to  have  devoted  his  attention  most  zealously 
to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  After  arriving  in  the  West  Indies,  and  dividing  his  force  into 
separate  detachments,  they  were  dispatched  in  various  directions  in  pursuit  of  pirates  and  piratical 
establishments. 

The  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  Mr.  Warner,  the  American  commercial  agent,  at  Havana,  dated 
"off  Matanzas,  March  26th,  1823,"  affords  a  brief  sketch  of  his  proceedings  to  that  date.  He  says:  "  I 
am  now  bound  into  Matanzas  to  wait  for  the  boats  of  this  ship,  (the  Peacock,)  which,  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  crew  and  some  small  schooners,  have  been  near  a  week  absent  among  the  Keys,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Old  Straits.  We  have  examined  all  the  Keys  on  the  other  side,  and  have  thoroughly  sounded 
the  north  side  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo,  and  Cuba,  as  far  down  as  Cayo  Confites.  I  have  sent  small 
vessels  down  the  north  side  of  these  islands,  to  examine  every  place  where  a  pirate  would  be  likely  to  be 
found,  and  have  dispatched  the  Shark  to  scour  the  coast  from  Caraccas  to  La  Vera  Cruz.  I  have  made 
the  most  of  the  force  under  my  command." 

The  instructions  to  Lieutenant  M.  C.  Perry,  dated  at  Aguada,  March  11th,  1823,  sufficiently  show  the 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  the  Shark  was  especially  dispatched  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  report  made  by  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  date  of  the  28th  March, 
1823,  exhibits  a  view  of  the  difficulties  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  what  had  been  done  np  to  that 
period,  and  the  employments  of  his  squadron.  About  the  beginning  of  April  he  arrived  at  Tlioinpsou's 
Island  or  Key  West. 

In  addition  to  the  more  active  operations  of  the  squadron  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of 
the  expeditions,  communications  were  made  to  the  constituted  authorities,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions 
from  the  Department;  the  objects  and  designs  of  the  government  were  fully  and  distinctly  announced, 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  local  authorities  requested,  "j"  A  good  understanding  appears  to  have  been 
assiduously  cultivated  with  the  commanders  and  officers  of  a  British  squadron  at  that  time  in  the  West 
Indies,  which  successfully  furthered  the  objects  in  view,  and  was  productive  of  mutual  advantage.  | 

It  appears  that  when  Commodore  Porter  sailed  from  the  United  States,  several  vessels  of  war  were 
cruising  in  the  seas  to  which  he  was  destined,  to  whom  orders  weie  dispatched  to  report  themselves  to 
him,  and  to  place  themselves  under  his  command,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him. 
This,  hdVever,  did  not  take  place,  and  the  immediate  consequence  resulting  from  their  absence  was  the 
inability  of  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  force  at  his  disposal,  fully  to  execute  all  the  objects  which  he  had 
contemplated.  The  explanation  of  this  circumstance  is  given  in  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  tho 
Navy,  of  June  7th,  1823. 

During  the  continuance,  however,  of  this  state  of  things,  the  operations  of  the  squadron  were  neces- 
sarily more  limited  than  had  been  originally  designed;  and  a  portion  of  the  vessels,  instead  of  being 
actively  engaged  in  pursuing  pirates  into  the  diflerent  haunts  in  which  they  took  refuge,  were  diverted 
from  this  object,  for  which  they  were  specially  equipped,  to  the  not  less  important  one  of  afibrding  con- 
voy to  merchant  vessels. 

In  consequence,  also,  of  the  very  limited  number  of  men  attaelied  to  the  scpiadron,  it  bi'caini'  neces- 
sary to  have  the  Peacock  sloop-of-war  and  Decoy  laid  up  at  Key  \\'i'st,  and  iheir  ollicers  and  crews  were 
employed  for  a  time  in  the  smaller  vessels  and  barges.  A  portion  of  the  force  was,  als.i,  necessarily 
occupied  in  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and  in  preparing  the  island  for  tiie  rece|ition  and  acconi- 

*Sec  instructions. 

tLetteis  to  the  governors  of  Ciiba  and  Porto  Rico. 

iCorrespondence  with  British  officers. 
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modation  of  the  forces  cinplnyod  in  tlio  ox]ioditioii.  These  various  circumstances  did  unquestionably 
operate  to  divert  the  sqiunhnn"  rnmi  the  sii|i|ii(ssi(in  of  piracy;  but  it  appears  to  the  court  that  the  afford- 
ing of  convoy  to  the  mcrrliant  xcssds,  ami  the  prciiaring  accommodations  at  the  island,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  objects  of  inferior  niunit-nl,  or  which  the  public  service  would  permit  to  be  lost  sight  of,  or 
even  postponed. 

It  likewise  appears  to  the  court,  that  from  the  period  that  this  squadron  arrived  in  the  West  Indies, 
the  pirates  rhauRcvi,  in  a  ^■r(■at  di>,nroe,  both  their  character  and  their  haunts.  Instead  of  cruising  in  open 
day,  in  vessels  nf  ciiisidci-aMc  inau'iiitude,  they  abandoned  this  open  and  avowed  system  of  piracy,  and 
for  some  CDnsidiTalilc  in'iiod  ..I'  tiriK',  until  a  new  system  of  operations  could  be  organized,  either  entirely 
disappeared,  or  resurted  to  new  places  for  the  carrying  on  their  depredations. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Porter  at  Thompson's  Island,  he  commenced  the  neces- 
sary works  on  shore,  and  an  expedition  was  prepared  and  dispatched  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Cassin,  in  quest  of  a  supposed  pirate,  wdio  had  been  seen  a  few  days  previous  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Island'of  Cuba.  The  reports  of  Lieutenant  Stribling,  who  succeed'ed  in  effecting  in  a  very  gallant  man- 
ner the  capture  of  the  vessel  which  had  been  the  object  of  suspicion,  dated  the  8th  April,  1823,  of  Captain 
Cassin  of  the  9th  of  the  sfftne  inonth,  and  of  Commodore  Porter  of  the  16th,  exhibit  a  full  and  correct 
account  of  their  several  operations  during  the  intervening  period  of  time. 

The  peculiar  character  of  the  service  in  which  the  squadron  was  employed,  has  been  fully  detailed  in 
the  reports  made  to  the  Department  and  in  the  testimony  submitted  to  the  court.  A  large  portion  of  the 
officers  and  men  was  employed  in  the  small  scliooners  and  in  o|ien  boats — in  a  severe  climate — exposed 
to  tli<;  heat  of  a  tropical  sun  by  day,  and  to  tlir  not  less  (laii.^crdiis  dews  and  exhalations  at  night.  The 
vessels  themselves,  from  their  size,  were  destitute  of  suitalile  accommodations,  and  the  operations  in 
which  they  were  enu'a,u''ed  necessarily  imposed  incessant  fatigue  and  constant  exposure.  One  fact  may 
be  deserving  of  paitieiihu-  imH  ice,  as  exhibiting  a  specimen  of  the  nature  of  this  service.  It  is  in  evidence 
before  the  court  tiiat  Lieutenant  I'latt  was  employed  for  sixty-eight  successive  days  in  an  opeu  barge,  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  Cuba,  in  the  examination  of  the  inlets,  bays,  keys,  and  other  places  of  piratical 
resort.  Two  of  the  schooners  were  occupied  in  giving  convoy  off  the  Havana,  which  were  relieved  by 
others  whenever  required.  The  barges  under  Captain  Cassin  were  engaged  in  a  laborious  and  critical 
search  after  pirates  and  piratical  establishments;  and  during  this  period  all  the  disposable  force  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Porter  appears  to  have  been  actively  occupied  in  the  important  objects 
entrusted  to  his  care. 

On  the  24th  Aiiril,  Ciinnnudore  Porter,  after  detailing-the  circumstances  attending  an  expedition  in 
which  he  had  been  en^aucd,  stales  his  l.elief,  that  there  was  not  at  that  time  a  pirate  afloat  on  that  part 
of  the  coast  of  Cn\>:i  (^.Matanzas)  jai-'er  than  an  open  boat,  and  even  that  is  doubtful.  About  the  same 
period.  Captain  Cassin  was  imiiluyeil  in  tlie  Fox,  and  with  the  barges,  in  a  careful  examination  of  all  that 
part  of  the  coast  of  Culia  to  the  westward  of  Havana,  through  the  reefs,  and  in  the  inlets;  in  the  course 
of  which  two  piratical  vessels  weie  [lursued  and  captured,  and  their  I'stahlislmients  on  shore,  consisting 
of  five  huts,  destroyed — tlie  pirates  themselves  succeeding  in  effecting  their  escape,  in  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  which  rendered  a  continuation  of  tiie  pursuit  on  shore  impracticable. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Commodore  Porter  reports  his  proceedings  during  the  intervening  time,  and 
the  operations  in  which  the  squadron  were  then  engaged.  The  result  was  "  the  capture  of  a  piratical 
schooner  and  a  very  fine  felucca,  the  destruction  of  one  on  shore,  the  burning  of  three  schooners  in  tiie 
Rio  Palmas,  and  about  a  dozen  houses  in  tlie  different  establishments  to  leeward  of  Bahia  Honda,  and 
inside  of  the  Colorados  reefs;  and  what,"  he  continues,  "will  tie  of  no  little  importance  in  all  our  future 
operations,  a  most  thorough  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  tiic  wlmle  line  of  coast  from  Cayo  Blanco, 
in  the  east,  down  to  Cape  Antonio,  in  the  west." 

Another  expedition  was  immediately  dispatched  under  the  cimnnand  of  Lieutenant  Watson,  who, 
after  a  strict  examination  of  the  coasts  and  islands  from  Cayo  Francis  to  Cayo  Blanco,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cape  Hycacos,  discovered  in  Siguapa  Bay  a  piratical  schooner,  which,  after  a  gallant  action,  peculiarly 
destructive  to  the  pirates,  he  succeeded  in  capturing,  without  having  sustained  on  his  part  the  slightest 
injury.     His  report  of  the  expedition,  dated  July  11th,  contains  a  narrative  of  the  circumstances. 

During  the  same  period,  two  of  the  schooners,   under  the  command   of  Lieutenant  Skinner,  were 
engaged  in   giving  convoy  from   Havaiia ;    two  were   careened  at 
the  want  of  men  that  it  bi^canie  inipussilile  to  man  all  the  barges,  .■• 
laid  up. 

On  the  14th  May,  the  Peacnek  sailed  from  Thompson's  Island, 
Mexico,  in  pursuance  of  tiie  instructions  of  the  7th  May.     The  parti. 

Captain  Cassin  in  his  testin y  helore  the  court. 

So  successfully  had  the  s(iiiadvon  during  this  period  accomplisiii 
sent,  that,  on  the  "I'.ltli  .May,  Couiiiiodore  Porter  felt  himself  author 
"not  a  single  piratical  act  had  luen  cnmniitteil  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  ^ 
his  forces."  ^ 

On  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  he  states  that  he  is  "left  at  Thompson's  Island  alone  with  the  Sea 
Gull,  one  small  schooner  being  engaged  in  the  protection  of  conunerce  off  Havana;  another  at  Matanzas; 
two  coming  in  for  repairs,  and  all  the  others  cruising  for  pirates  on  the  south  side  of  i  uha,  and  in  the 
Old  Straits  of  Bahama."  Early  in  June,  accounts  having  been  received  that  a  piratical  schooner  had 
cajitured  two  vessels  on  the  south  side  of  Culia,  tiie  (Irayhound,  under  coniinaiid  of  Lieutenant  Kearney, 
was  dispatched  in  pursuit;  whose  report  of  his  cruise  is  dated  .Vu.uust  lOtli. 

At  this  jn'riod,  stich  was  the  iuci^ssaiit  occupation  of  the  scpiadron  under  command  of  Commodore 
leticiencies  in  strength,  that  he  was  compelled  to  discontinue 
IV  Havana,  and  to  bestow  a  more  undivided  attention  to  the 
mtinual  presence  of  a  vi.t^-ilant  force  had  rendered  the  north 
depredations,  and  tliey  had  retired  to  other  scenes,  into  which 

in  the  Ferret,  sailed  on  a  cruise  to  Trinidad,  on  the  south  side 
ell  in  with  an  armed  piratical  barge,  and  captured  two  boats, 
:  was  impracticable  to  continue  the  pursuit.     The  particulars 
Hie  25tii. 
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and  joined  the  force  under  Commodore  Porter:  the  details  of  his  previous  operations  appear  in  his  report 
of  the  3d  Jul}'. 

Lieutenant  Ritchie  was  then  dispatched  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  under  orders  of  July  8th,  to  ascer- 
tain the  situatidu  and  character  of  a  supposed  piratical  establishment  in  that  quarter;  and  on  the  29th 
Aug-ust  rt'iioitcd  the  rirruiiistan<-(.s  of  his  cxiiedition. 

"  Sliiirtlv  aftrr  the  tiansactiniis  that  have  been  detailed,  the  j'ollow  fever  made  its  appearance  at 
Thompson's  Island,  and  in  the  sqiuuhijn.  The  fatal  consequences  are  stated  in  the  report  made  liy  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  21st  Se]iteiiilier,  ls-23, 
and  in  the  reports  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  the  physicians  who  accompanied  him  to  make  an  ex:iiiii- 
nation  of  the  island,  annexed  to  the  record.  Commodore  Porter  himself,  by  authority  of  the  Deiiartiiii^nt, 
and  suflfering  from  the  effects  of  an  attack  of  the  ^fever,  left  the  West  India  seas,  with  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  force,  and  returned  to  the  United  States,  as  a  necessary  measure  for  the  restoration  of  the 
health  of  the  squadron.  To  such  an  extent  had  this  disease  carried  its  ravag;es,  that  it  was  considered 
prudent  tn  direct  the  John  Adams  and  Peacock  to  keep  in  company  during  their  iionieward  nmte,  for  the 
puriiesi'  iif  allnnling  mutual  protection. 

The  gt'ueral  result  of  the  operations  of  this  season  may  be  found  in  the  rejiort  niinle  to  the  Depart- 
ment, by  Commodore  Porter,  on  the  19th  November.  In  this  paper,  it  is  stated  tlmt,  "on  the  airivul  of 
the  S(piadron  at  Cuba,  piracy  was  found  in  full  force:  but  by  the  extraordinary  activity  iiml  ililiu'ence  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  it  was  in  loss  than  two  months  as  etTectually  siqipi'csseil  as  it 
will  be  for  sev(>ral  years."  It  is  further  stated:  "At  present  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
any  piratical  estabiislmient,  vessels  or  boats,  or  of  a  pirate  afloat  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
They  have  all  been  luirned,  taken,  destroyed,  or  driven  to  the  shore." 

In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  squadron  during  this  period  of  time,  it  appears  to  the  court  that 
Commodore  Pcu'ter,  and  the  forces  under  his  command,  were  fully  entitled  to  the  high  connnendatit.ins 
bestowed  on  them  by  the  Department,  in  the  letter  of  the  28th  October,  1823. 

During  the  al)sence  of  Coniniodorc  i'oi-ter  in  the  United  States,  the  evidence  before  the  court  throws 
but  cinnparatively  lilile  liglii  n]Min  ilie  geiieial  operations  of  the  squadron.  By  the  instructions  from  the 
Department,  of  October  2sth,  (^'onnnodore  Porter  was  directed,  if  the  state  of  his  health  would  permit, 
to  take  upon  liimself  the  general  superintending  direction  of  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  of  liis  squad- 
ron, then  at  Washington  and  Norfolk.  It  appears  that  the  Peacock,  John  Adams,  Sea  (inll,  Beagle, 
Grampus,  Wild  Cat,  Weasel,  and  Porpoise,  were  in  the  United  States  during  dill'erent  portions  of  tliat 
time,  undergoing  repairs  and  recruiting  tiieir  crews,  anrl  as  soon  as  tliey  could  be  eqiiippeil,  most  of 
these  small  vessels  resumed  their  stations,  and  returned  to  the  acconqilishnient  of  the  general  dtities 
enjoined  on  them.* 

Conmiodore  Porter  sailed  in  the  month  of  February,  in  the  John  Adams.  From  the  testimony  of 
Captain  Dallas,  and  tlie  report  of  Commodore  Porter,  of  April  8th,  it  appears  that  she  touched  at  St. 
Bartholomews,  St.  (.'Iiiisiophers,  and  St.  Thomas;  exami^ied  the  south  coast  of  Porto  Rico,  looking  in  at 
the  Dead  Man's  Cliest,  and  Ponce,  touching  at  Mona,  St.  Domingo,  Beata,  and  Kingston,  making  dili.gent 
inquiries  and  examinations  for  piratical  vessels,  and  offering  convoy  and  protection  to  vessels  of  all 
nations  fVoin  piiatical   a'.;-i;-ressions. 

By  the  letiors  o|-  111',.  Secretary  ..f  the  Navy,  of  May  11th,  1824,  and  May  31st,  1824,  it  appears  that 
consiileiable  (lilliciilties  and  delays  in  pi-e|iaring  an  additional  force  had  been  experienced.  This  ar(jse 
from  the  late  jieriod  of  the  session  of  Congn/ss  at  which  the  appropriation  bill  was  passed.  It  became 
impossible,  before  an  advanced  i)eriod  of  the  season,  to  commence  preparing  those  vessels  which  it  had 
been  designed  to  unite  to  the  squadron.  It  is  to  this  circumstance  that  the  unexpected  absence  of  the 
Hornet  and  Porpoise,  from  the  West  India  seas,  is  attributed. 

During  the  month  of  April,  an  expedition  was  detached  under  command  of  Oa]dain  Wilkinson,  in 
quest  of  pirates,  and  the  report  of  that  officer,  dated  the  24th  of  that  month,  details  his  operations.  Lt. 
John  H.  Lee,  with  the  Jackall  and  Wild  Cat,  sailed  on  the  26th  April,  and  on  the  Hlli  May  reports  the 
circumstances  altendin.g  his  cruise.  Tae  John  Ailams  was  dispal<'lied  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  her 
operations  in  tliat  ipiarter  are  stated  in  the  tesiiniony  of  Captain  Pallas.  The  Sea  Gull,  Terrier,  Spark, 
Grampus,  and  F<'rret,  a).)pear  to  have  been  in  tln'  neigliboihood  of  Cuba  and  Thompson's  Island,  furnish- 
ing convoy,  and  enga,ged  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates.  On  the  28th  May,  Commodore  Porter  informs  the 
Department  that  the  fever  had  made  its  appearance  at  Thompson's  Island,  and  that  he  purposed  removing 
the  principal  part  of  his  forces  to  the  north,  about  the  middle  of  the  succeeding  mouth.  This  letter 
appears  to  be  the  only  notification  sent  to  the  Department  of  such  intention,  and  it  was  not  received  at 
Washington  until  June  24th,  the  day  on  which  Commodore  Porter  reached  the  same  place,  on  his  return 
from  the  West  Indies,  as  appears  "by  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  that  month.  On  the  19th  July,  he  is 
directed  to  dispatch  tla^  Shark,  Grampus,  and  Spark,  to  their  station,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  they, 
as  well  as  other  vessels,   re.-eived  orders  to  tlial   efrect. 

On  the  14th  Ociobei-,  the  Secictaiy  of  the  Xa\y  iuforins  Commodore  Porter  that  "it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient by  the  Executive  tliat  you  return  as  speedily  as  possible  to  your  station  in  the  John  Adams."  On 
the  21st  October  he  was  again  ordered  to  repair  to  his  station,  and  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  he 
proceeded  to  sea  in  the  John  Adams.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  the  occurrence 
took  place  at  Poxardo,  which  has  already  been  fully  detailed  in  the  report  made  by  this  court  in  the  first 
branch  of  the  inquiry  directed  to  be  made,  and  which*  is  considered  as  whollj'  unconnected  with  this 
investigation.  A  minute  examination  was  a,gain  made  of  the  south  coast  of  Cuba,  which  being  effected, 
the  John  Adams  repaired  to  Thompson's  Island.  An  expedition  was  immediately  organized,  and  ju'O- 
ceeded,  under  the  cominaud  of  the  (-..inniodore  in  person,  in  quest  of  pirates.  Before  his  return  from 
this  expedition,  onleis  \\-ei-e  received,  dated  the  27lli  December,  directing  his  return  to  the  Inited  States, 
with  which,  as  soon  as  the  ollicers  ami  men  of  the  John  Adams,  engaged  in  the  last  mentioneil  expeilition 
returned  to  their  vessel,  he  complied. 

At  the  time  that  Commodore  Porter  left  the  West  India  seas  in  June,  1824,  the  schooners  Ferret  and 
Terrier,  with  a  barge,  were  left  to  cruise  between  Thompson's  Island,  Havana,  and  Matanzas,  and  they 
appear  to  have  been  actively  occupied  during  Ins  absence  in  giving  convoy  from  Havana  and  Matanzas, 

•  General  Orders,  of  November  8,  1823.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  3,  1823. 
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and  ill  exploring-  the  neighboring;  coasts  for  pirates.  Other  vessels  occasionally  arrived  in  that  vicinity 
during  the  same  interval,  and  were,  for  periods  of  different  length,  employed  for  the  same  objects.  The 
Beagle  was  engaged  in  cruising  and  giving  convoy  in  various  directions  in  the  neighborhood  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  appears  to  have  kept  that  quarter  perfectly  safe  from  piratical  depredations.  In  another 
quarter  the  Weasel  was  acconiplishiiiLj,-  the  .same  ends. 

The  absence  of  many  of  Xhr  nfli.M  rs  engaged  in  the  squadron  during  the  summer  of  1824 — the  want 
of  official  ri']iorts  of  their  several  iip(;rutiniis,  and  the  withdrawal  of  Commodore  Porter  from  any  partici- 
pation in  till'  iiiv(stiL;!iti"n,  have  rend'U'ed  it  impracticable  to  detail,  with  as  much  particularity  as  could 
be  wished,  thr  (hiilv  iii.ix  inniits  of  the  various  vessels.  A  reference  to  the  orders  annexed  to  the  record 
will  show,  in  addiliMU  In  the  statements  already  made,  the  duties  respectively  assigned  to  them.  So  far, 
however,  as  the  evidi'iice  leuclics,  it  ajipcai-s  tn  the  cnurt  that  tiie  f'(ir<;e  was  judiciously  distributed  and 
actively  engaged. 

The  testimony  which  appears  to  conflict  most  with  this  statement,  is  that  of  Messrs.  Randall  and 
Mountain,  which  will  be  found  in  the  record.  Mr.  Randall  appears  to  have  been  in  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  interval,  from  the  3d  May  until  the  9th  November,  1824.  During  this  time 
he  was  much  occupied  in  attending  to  the  general  duties  of  his  mission;  part  of  the  time  sick,  and  during 
the  wnole  of  it  in  a  situation  to  hear  all  the  rumors  which  might  be  in  circulation  in  regard  to  piratical 
depredations.  Most  of  the  information  which  he  has  communicated,  appears  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  representations  of  others;  and  however  implicitly  the  court  would  feel  disposed  to  rely  upon  the 
acciiinits  given  hy  tiiat  gentleman  of  facts  which  fell  under  his  immediate  notice,  it  cannot  extend  that 
ciiiitidciice  lo  iiihi  Ts  witliniit  some  proof  of  the  means  they  possessed  of  acquiring  exact  information, 
and  the  ereilit  tn  which  their  statements  are  entitled.  It  is  in  evidence  before  the  court  that  false  and 
exaggerate. 1  reports  of  pir;iiie;il  aggressiiuLs  were  frequently  circulated,  and  sometimes,  as  the  witnesses 
ha\-e  iMlieve.l.  |er  the  express  piiipuse  et  drawing  off  the  attention  of  the  squadron  from  scenes  in  which 
real  ilan-er  existed.  It  alsu  appears  tliat  such  was  the  character  of  the  vessels  or  boats  in  which,  at 
this  perind,  the  pirates  sallied  out  fn.n,  their  haunts— sueli  the  facilities  afforded  to  these  marauders  by 

the   inhahilants  of  Cuba,   and  tln'  imhecility  or   inactivity  of  tlii'  i stitnled   aullioiiiies—sucli  the  ease 

with  which  pursuit  could  be  evaded  by  retiring  to  the  shore,  that  .Mr,  Handall  has  expressed  a  decided 
conviction,  in  the  correctness  of  which  no  donl>t  is  entertained  hy  tlu'  court,  that  no  naval  force,  however 
large,  or  however  vigilant,  could,  of  itself,  ensui<'  safety  from  these  Ireehnoters. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Mountain  is  also  in  a  gii'at  nieasnre  loiuidi'd  upon  the  representations  of  others. 
So  far  as  this  witness  speaks  of  the  absence  ior  several  weeks  at  a  time  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron 
during  the  summer  of  1824,  without  giving  convoy  at  the  Havana,  the  allegation  is  not  sustained  either 
by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Randall  or  that  of  the  ofHcers  at  that  time  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cuba.  The 
former  specifies  the  times  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  various  vessels  of  the  squadron  throughout 
the  entire  summer,  so  far  as  they  fell  under  his  own  ol>servation;  the  latter  detail  the  ,i.;-eneral  luisiness 
in  wliich  they  were  severally  occupied;  and  the  court  lias  been  unable  to  detect,  in  tin'  testimony  of 
either,   the  period  of  time  to  which  Mr.  Mountain's  assertion   can   apply.     So  far  as  regards  the  alleged 

employment  of  the  squadron  in  other  nlijects  of  inferior  n lent,  tin'  court  is  desirous  of  separating  that 

part  of  the  case  froui  that  which  is  connectiNl  with  its  gi'ueial  operations,  and  to  state  in  detail,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  given  in  evidence,  the  facts  wliich  have  transpired. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  upon  a  careful  review,  and  after  a  didiliei-ale  cnnsideration  of  all  the  testi- 
mony that  has  been  submitted  to  it  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  wliicli  the  squadron  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Porter  was  employed  during  the  period  of  his  coinmand,  that  everythin,g  was  done  towards 
the  suppression  of  piracy,  which  could  be  accomplished  witli  a.  force  of  that  description,  and  of  such 
liiiiiied  sireiigth.  I'Ih;  iiiiiiiber  of  men  employed  was  small,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  vessels  engaged 
ipialilied  only  for  a  ]iarticular  kind  of  operations.  Their  inconsiderable  size  rendered  it  impracticable  to 
carry  either  provisions  or  water  for  any  li/ngtli  of  time;  repairs  were  frcipieiitly  reipiired;  the  stores  were 
furnished  from  the  United  States,  and  tin/  cruises,  therefore,  necessarily  of  short  duration.* 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  confinenieiit  of  the  ollicers  and  men  in  the  small  schooners  and  barges, 
upon  the  cruises  and  expeditions  in  which  they  were  unremil  tin.i^ly  occupied,  exposed  both  by  day  and 
night  to  the  baneful  influence  of  a  noxious  climate — the  necessities  which  drove  them  continually  to  Key 
West  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  vessels  and  procuring  supplies,  combined  to  engender  and  add 
virulence  to  the  malignant  diseases  which  broke  out  and  proved  so  ilestructive  to  life,  coiiipelliug,  for  two 
successive  seasons,  the  return  to  the  United  States  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  squadron. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  the  court  that  the  ollicers  and  men  have  eminently  entitled 


tlienis,.|ves   to   the   commen.lal  ions  which   tliev  have  rec'lvi'd.      Commodore   1 

;,Ml-,'rs,  in  his  ivp,.rt  ilated 
■Is  parti, •iilarlyiiiirchas,.d  tor 

the   suppression    .if  piracv,  have   d.me    all    tli.it    caihl    be    ivasoiiablv   cxpecle 

,1   toNvarils    its   sutipression; 

indeed,  they  have  searched  every  nook  and  corner  on  the  whol..  ,-.,ast  .if  Cub: 
be  expected  to  issue;  ami  b.'si.les  capturing  and  destroying  all   that  c. add   Ix 
character,  they  have  mad.-  impressi.ms  not  to  be  eras.'d'  fr..m  th.'  minds  ..f  si 
keep  a  respectable  I'.irce  in  their  neighb.irliood,  in  r.'adin.ss  l.i  chasi  ise  ih.ise  ■ 
them  to  renew  th<'ir  .h-pr.'datioiis,  ami  which,  in  the  present  state  .if  things,  i 

a,  fVom  which  a  pirate  might 
•  i,|,-niili,.d  as  being  of  that 
ii'h  m.iiisti'vs,  so  long  us  we 
ivhos,'  1,  111,  lily  ini.ght  induce 
i,i|  willistaii,ling  the  scourg- 

ing  they  have  receive<|,  w.mM  be  the  cas.'  in  th.'  absence  of  such  a  force  as  1 

Captain  Finch  has   staie.l    in  his   test  iiiioiiv,  that  when   he   left   .Malan/.as, 

with  Cimmo.lore  r..rter,  he  di<l  not  think  there  was  any  appraraii.-.'  ..f  piracy 

iii  diin,\  1S24,  in  company 
•  in  that  ,piart,r;  ami  that  a 
i,'c,iii(ii;nes.  "1  th, night  that 

force  asc..iiqiet..nt  toene.q  the  obj,.cl  as  a  hirg.'r  on,' w.iiihl  hav.' been."      11,.  i 

borhood  ,7f  .Matan/.as.      Li,.u(.mant    V.,orh,','s' was   imm-Miately  ,lispal,-|i,',l    in 

the  piratical  vi'ssel,  an,l  smv,MMl,Ml  in  i-a|itiiring  hi'r  in  th,'  ,-,,nisi'  ,if  a  f,'W  h.i 

Still  inor,'    ivivntly,  th,'  ('ommitli'c  ,iii   Naval    Affairs,  at   th,'  last    s,'Ssion 

to  the   II<ius,',.f   i;,Mir,'sentativ,'S  ,111    tli,'  ivsoliiti.in   of  th.'   '.Uli   ,il'  1  >.■(•, ■mb.'r. 

ilso  states  that  h,'  ^'collects 
n.      It  ,icciirr,M|  in  the  neigli- 

th,'  S,>a  Cull,  in  jiursuit  of 
iirs. 

of  Cuigri'ss,  in  lln'ir  rei),irt 
instrm-ting   tlaiii   t,i  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  provalmg  an  additional  naval  torce,  and  other  ad,lit,m; 
of  piracy,  state:  "That  they  have  had  the  subjects  proposed  in  the  said  resoluti' 

al  mi-aiis  lor  the  suppression 
on  under  their  consideration. 

•  Letter  from  Com.  roiter,  December  21,  1822,  to  Pur.=er  Tliornton.     Letter  from   tlio  Pocreta 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  December  21,  1824. 
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and  have  made  diligent  inquiry  into  the  operations  of  our  naval  force,  which,  for  the  last  twn  years,  has 
been  employed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  the  protection  of  our  cominenc,  and  tlic  suppression  uf  piiacy. 
In  this  investig-ation,  they  feel  a  satisfaction  in  stating  that  the  means  (■iiip|ijy<'(l  h;i\c  disphiycd  the  vi,i;i- 
lance  of  tlie  c-overnment,  and  the  activity,  zeal,  and  devotion  of  the  ollicers  and  sranien  who  have  been 
assii;-ncd  (o  that  perilous  service;  perilous,  not  from  the  numbers  or  courage  of  the  enemy,  but  from  the 
deltliiioiis  illcts  of  a  tropical  climate  upon  natives  of  a  more  temperate  region.  The  vessels  assigned 
to  this  service,  were  better  adapted  to  a  short  expedition,  than  to  long  and  tedious  cruises.  They  were 
too  small  to  aflord  the  room  necessary  to  preserve  the  discipline  and  health  of  the  officers  and  scanicn 
assigned  to  them;  yet  they  enabled  the  commander  to  scour  the  coasts,  to  penetrate  into  the  shoal  w  ate  is 
of  the  creeks  and  inlets  to  the  very  margin  of  the  land;  and,  in  effect,  the  pirates  have  literally  licen 
driven  from  the  ocean,  and  confined  to  their  fastnesses  ami  haunts  upon  the  laud.  Accordingly,  their 
principal  depredations  for  the  last  twelve  or  iifteeii  niontlis  have  been  confined  to  occasional  sallies  in 
boats  and  small  craft,  within  one  or  two  leagues  of  the  shore.  While  these  depredations  have  been  more 
limited  in  extent  and  number,  they  have  more  frequently  been  attended  with  the  most  desperate  and  san- 
guinary destruction  of  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  victims." 

Although  the  suppression  of  piracy  was  the  principal,  it  was  not  the  exclusive,  object  confided  to 
Commodore  Porter  and  the  squadron  under  his  command;  nor  was  the  attainment  of  that  end  to  bo  accom- 
plished singly  by  pursuing  pirates  into  their  haunts,  and  the  destruction  of  their  vessels  and  estal>lisli- 
ments.  The  general  protection  of  the  commerce  of  our  citizens — the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
the  transportation  of  specie  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States,  were  pointed  out  in  the  origi- 
nal instructions  from  the  Department,  as  subjects  requiring  special  attention.  Independently  also  of 
an  entirely  subordinate  character,  and  temporary  in  their  continuance,  the  surveys  of  the  coasts  of 
Florida,  and  of  the  adjacent  islands  and  keys — the  negotiation  under  a  resolution  of  Congress,  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  buoys,  lights,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  ol'  liahama  banks — the  protection  to  l3e  afloided 
to  the  timber  on  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  were  likewise  eonnnittcd  to  the  same  force.  These  last- 
mentioned  objects  are  merely  referred  to,  in  general  terms,  to  show  the  multifarious  duties  whith  this 
small  force  was  instructed  to  perform.  The  others,  as  they  continued  throughout  the  entire  period  of 
the  command  of  Commodore  Porter,  appear  to  require  a  more  minute  and  detailed  report. 

In  regard  to  the  general  protection  of  our  commerce,  it  appears  to  the  court  that  it  was  eminently 
entitled  to  the  attention  which  it  received;  not  merely  from  its  general  and  obvious  importance,  but  as 
one  of  the  means  of  suppressing  piracy.  By  aflbrding  convoy  and  adequate  protection  to  private  com- 
merce, one  of  the  principal  inducements  to  ]iiiatical  adventure  was  removed,  and  the  probability  of  success 

in  pursuing   and  destroying   these  ficel tiis  increased,  should  they  have  the  temerity  to  venture  from 

their  haunts.  In  no  one  particulai-  does  it  a|i|)ear  to  the  court  that  the  benefits  produced  by  the  squadron 
in  the  West  India  seas  were  more  wi<lely  (litfused,  or  gioater  in  amount.  This  service,  however,  is  one 
that  can  scarcely  admit  of  being  illustrated  liy  refeienee  to  individual  facts.  It  may,  however,  be  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  that  it  is  in  evidence  heloiv  the  couit,  that  every  vessel  in  the  squadron,  in  addition 
to  her  ordinary  and  specific  duties,  was  eiiL^aged  in  allonling  convoy  on  all  occasions,  and  in  every  quar- 
ter; that  Lieutenant  Skinner,  alone,  in  tli<' short  )ieriod  which  intervened  between  the  :;()th  March  and  the 
3d  July,  gave  convoy  to  about  one  hundreil  and  eighty  vessels.  It  also  appears,  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navj',  to  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  llouse  of  Representatives,  of 
December  21,  1824,  that  convoy  was  often  declined,  rather  than  submit  to  slight  delays  or  changes  in  the 
course  of  the  vessel;  that  insurance  upon  voyages  to  the  West  Indies  continued  unusually  low,  and  that 
the  offices  add  little,  if  anything,  on  account  of  the  risk  of  piracy.  On  the  wh  )le,  it  appears  to  the  court, 
that,  so  far  as  the  amount  and  character  of  the  force  permitted,  convoy  was  afforded  to  private  trade  in 
the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  and  to  the  greatest  practicable 
advantage. 

The  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  also,  required  and  received  particular  attention.  "By  direction 
of  the  Department,  Commodcjre  Porter,  from  time  to  time,  dispatched  one  of  the  vessels  of  his  squadron 
to  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  touch  at  Cap(>  Messurado,  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  agency  there,  and  return 
by  the  usual  track  of  the  slave  shi|is."  Such  practical  benefit  resulted  from  this  iipplication  of  the  force 
at  his  disposal,  that  "none  of  these  or  any  other  of  our  public  ships  have  found  vessiis  engaued  in  the 
slave  trade  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  in  such  circumstances  as  to  justify  their  L)cing  seized 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication."* 

The  next  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  court  has  been  directed,  is  the  transportation  of  specie, 
particularly  from  the  (4tdf  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States.  From  causes  which  have  already  been  referred 
to,  it  has  not  iieen  praetieaMe  to  ))uisne  this  inquiry  to  the  extent  desired.  In  addition  to  the  general 
instructions,  ahcady  particularly  releiicd  to,  orders  were  issued  by  the  Department,  of  December  22il, 
182.3,  by  whicli  Commodore  Porter  was  authorized  "to  receive  on  board  specie,  and  the  articles  permitted 
by  the  act  for  the  better  govermnent  of  the  navy,  belonging  exclusively  to  our  citizens,  and  to  carry  them 
from  one  port  or  place  to  another,  when  it  does  not,  in  any  degree,  conflict  with  your  other  duties,  or 
violate  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you  are.  You  may  also  bring  to  the  United  States  specie  belong- 
ing to  our  own  citizens,  but  you  are,  in  no  case,  to  permit  anything  in  the  shape  or  character  of  public 
advertisements  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  that  you  will  carry  it."  "And,  that 
the  govermnent  may  know  the  extent  to  which  the  commercial  interests  of  our  citizens  are  benefited  by 
the  assistance  afforded  by  our  public  vessels  on  this  point,  and  be  prepared  to  answer  any  complaints  on 
the  sulijeet  which  may  be  made  l>y  imliviiluals  or  governments,  you  will,  from  time  to  time,  make  reports 
to  this  Dejiartinent  of  all  the  specie  and  other  articles  you  may  carry,  the  places  to  and  from  which  you 
carry  them,  and  the  circumstances,  terms  and  conditions  on  which  you  do  it." 

On  the  20th  July,  1824,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  again  expresses  to  Commodore  Porter,  that  "it is 
the  wish  of  the  Department  that  you  cause  a  portion  of  the  force  under  your  command  to  touch  occasion- 
ally at  the  port  of  Tampico,  in  Mexico,  and  to  afford  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
engaged  in  commerce  with  that  port." 

In  obedience  to  the  general  instructions,  the  Shark,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  M.  C.  Perry, 
was  dispatched  in  March,  1823,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.f  On  the  Uth  May  the  Peacock  sailed  from 
Thompson's  Island  to  relieve  him, J  and  thus  at  intervals  of  from  six  wi^eks  to  three  months,  a  vessel  was 
sent  in  that  quarter,  preparatory  to  her  return  to  the  United  States. 

•  Report  of  Secretary  of  Navy,  Dec.  1,  1824.  t  Orders  of  that  date.  J  Orders  of  May  7th. 
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After  tlie  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  December  22d,  1823,  a  circular  letter  was  addressed  on  the 
30th  of  the  same  month,  to  tlie  difi'erent  commanders  under  his  orders,  forbidding  them  to  take  on  freight 
any  treasure,  without  special  instructions  to  that  purpose.  On  the  16th  October,  1824,  Commodore  Por- 
ter reported  to  the  Department  tlie  amount  of  specie  which  had  at  that  time  been  transported  l>y  tlie 
different  vessels  under  his  command,  simv  tlir  preceding  December.  From  this  statement  it  appears  that 
specie  to  the  amount  of  $399,000  lia.l  be.^n  carried  within  that  period,  at  the  average  IVeiglit  el'  \\  per 
cent.  One  other  vessel  under  his  coujmand,  which  appiMrs  to  have  carried  specie,  the  Shark,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Gallagher,  is  not  included  in  this  report,  not  having  at  its  date  arrived  at  the  port  of  des- 
f  nation.*  So  far  as  the  court  has  been  able  to  ascertain  the  facts,  it  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
amcmnt  of  specie  carried  on  freight,  in  the  jireceding  year,  did  not  equal  in  amount  that  which  is  stated 
in  the  report  of  Coniniodore  Porter,  as  carrie.l  in  Is-Jt! 

The  orders  under  which  Lieutenant  Stexens  acteil,  appear  to  have  been  given  by  the  Department,  on 
the  application  of  the  15;ink  of  the  United  Stales,  ami,  eonse((ni'ntly,  this  appears  to  the  court  to  have 
been  a  special  employment  of  that  oftirer  and  tin;  vessel  under  his  command  by  the  government  for  public 
purposes. 

The  general  character  of  the  instructions  given  by  Commodore  Porter,  in  the  year  1824,  to  the 
commanders  of  vessels  bound  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  may  be  ascertained  from  those  annexed  to  the 
record,  given  to  Captain  Dallas,  Lieutenant  Stevens  and  Lieutenant  Skinner. 

After  a  deliberate  and  full  consideration  of  all  the  facts  that  have  been  elicited  upon  this  subject,  in 
the  progress  of  this  investigation,  it  appears  to  the  court  to  be  abundantly  proved  by  the  testimony: 

1.  That  the  instructions  given  by  Commodore  Porter  to  his  various  officers,  were  strictly  in  accordance 
with  those  received  by  him  from  the  Department,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  specie;  and  in  no 
instance  did  they  transcend  the  provisions  of  the  23d  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy. 

2.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  was  in  itself  an  object  of  suSicient  moment,  both  to  the  govern- 
ment and  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country,  to  warrant  the  employment  of  the  vessels  of  the 
squadron  as  frequently  as  they  were  sent  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

3.  That  the  general  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy,  required  the  presence  of 
an  American  aimed  vissel  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  frequently  as  one  was  dispatched  there,  and  at  the 
places  to  which  it  was  sent,  entirely  independent  of  any  special  view  to  the  transportation  of  specie. 

4.  That  in  no  one  instance  was  the  transportation  of  specie  made  anything  more  than  wholly  sub- 
ordinate, and  ancillary  to  the  general  objects  for  which  the  squadron  was  employed.  That  in  many 
instances  detailed  in  the  testimony,  various  oflScers  declined  to  receive  specie  on  board,  when  it  might 
have  been  obtained,  in  consequence  of  their  extreme  anxiety  to  obey  the  orders  which  they  had  received, 
not  to  permit  this  subject  to  intefere,  in  any  degree,  with  the  general  objects  of  their  cruise. 

5.  The  court  has  not  been  able  to  discover  a  single  instance  in  which  any  vessel,  on  board  which 
Commodore  Porter  was  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  received  any  specie  to  be  carried  on 
freight. 

6.  That  the  proportion  of  the  freight  paid  over  to  him  as  the  commander-in-chief,  was  paid  as  the 
voluntary  and  spontaneous  act  of  the  different  officers,  who  carried  the  specie,  without  any  provision  by 
law,  or  any  demand  by  Commodore  Porter  himself,  but  simply  in  conformity  with  general  custom. 

The  court  has  thus,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  gone  through  the  investigation 
which  it  has  been  required  to  make.  The  result  of  this  laborious  inquiry  has  already  been  stated  in 
detail.  In  concluding  this  report,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  add,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  squadron, 
under  the  connnand  of  Captain  Porter,  was  employed,  during  the  period  of  his  command,  appears  to  the 
court  to  liave  l>een  iiighly  honorable  to  him,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  employed — that  the  said  forces 
were  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  in  the  most  effective  manner  in  which  they  could  be  em- 
ployed, in  cont'orinily  with  the  orders  and  instnictioiis  from  the  Deiiartment,  and  that  no  part  of  them 
was  on  any  occasion  engaged  in  cjlijects  of  inlV'rior  moment,  ti.i  the  injury  of  the  public  service. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

1.  ClIAUNCEY,   Prc-iident. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate,  May  23,  1825. 


ITBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Extract  from  the  FreHidenCa  message  to  both  Houttes  of  Congref^tf,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ttccond  s«8iO)!  if 
the  seventeenth  Congress,  dated  December  3d,  1822. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  communicate  tlie  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  otlier  inti'iisting  details  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  affairs 
of  that  Department.  It  has  been  louml  necessaiy  I'oi- the  pioti'ction  of  our  commerce,  to  maintain  the 
usual  squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  I'acilic,  and  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  extending  the  cruises  of 
the  latter  into  the  West  Indies,  where  piracy,  organi/.ed  into  a  system,  has  preyed  on  the  coninn'rce  of 
every  country  trading  thither.  A  cruise  has  also  Keen  maintained  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  when  the  season 
would  permit,  lor  the  suj)pression  of  the  slave  trade;  and  (U'ders  have  been  given  to  the  connaanders  of 
all  cair  public'  sliijis,  to  seize  our  own  vessels,  sliouhl  they  find  any  engaged  in  that  trade,  and  to  bring 
them  in  lor  adjudication. 

In  the  West  Indies,  piracy  is  of  recent  date,  which  may  explain  the  cause  why  other  powers  have 
not  combined  against  it.  By  the  documents  communicated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the  United 
States  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a  very  salutary  effect.  The  benevolent  provision  of  the  act,  under  which 
the  protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the  commerce  of  other  nations,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreci- 
ated by  them. 


'  TestimoDy  of  Mr.  Randall. 
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Eqxvi  of  the  Senrtary  of  the  Mvrj,  accompamjiivj  the  President's  message,  December  3,  1822.     Sw  page  189. 


Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  second  session  of  the  1 1th  Congress,  page  21. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the  navy  and  the  suppression  of 
pirr.cy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.     Dec.  10,  1822. 

Page  33.  Mr.  Condict  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs  be  instructed  to- inquire  and  report,  as  early  as  may 
be,  what  further  measures  are  necessary,  not  only  for  the  more  efficient  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the 
"West  Indian  seas  from  piracy,  but  for  the  entire  extirpation  of  those  freebooters,  and  the  punishment  of 
those  who  may  be  found  to  aid  and  abet  them.     Dec.  10,  1822. 

Page  33.  The  President's  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  December  6th,  1822: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  i)utra,i;cs  and  dcprcdalidiis  which  h,i\-c  breii  c-(inimittcd  on  our 
seamen  and  commerce  by  the  pirates  in  tlic  West  Imlics  ami  Cull'  n\'  Mexico,  cxciniililicd  \>\  tin-  death  of 
a  very  meritorious  officer,  seems  to  call  lor  sniiic  luiniipt  and  (l(■^■i^>iv(■  lucasmcs  uii  the  paii  nf  the  gov- 
ernment. All  the  public  vessels  adapted  to  that  service,  whicii  can  be  spared  from  otiier  indispensable 
duties,  are  already  employed  in  it:  but,  from  the  knowledge  which  has  been  acquired  of  the  places  fnjm 
whence  outlaws  issue,  and  to  which  they  escape  from  danger,  it  appears  tliat  it  will  require  a  particular 
kind  offeree,  capable  of  pursuing-  them  into  tiie  shallow  waters  to  which  they  retire,  effectually  to  sup- 
press them.  I  submit  to  the  considerati(ju  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  a  force  for  that 
important  object. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Page  34.  Ordered,  That  the  said  message  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  Decem- 
ber 10,  1822. 

Page  45.  Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  message 
from  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  piracy,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy;  which  bill  was  read  the  lirst  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union.     December  13,  1822. 

Page  46.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Latlirop  reported  the  bill 
authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  thereto  committed  this  day,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-day; 

The  said  bill  being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,"  and  that  the  clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence  therein. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  2d  session,  llth  Congress,  p)age  26,  vol.  16,  dated  December  12,  1822. 

Mr.  Rodney  submitted  the  following  motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy;"  and  also,  of  making  such  further  provisions  on  the  subject  as  may  be  deemed  proper 
for  the  security  of  our  citizens,  the  safety  of  our  commerce,  and  the  punishment  of  the  offence. 


From  the  same,  vide  jMge  32,  dated  l&th  December,  1822. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condsideration  of  the  motion  of  the  12th  inst.,  for  directing  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provisions  by  law  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Resolved,  (page  34,)  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  naval  affairs,  and  the 
suppression  of  piracy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  an  additional  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  M  session,  \1lli  f'nngress,  vide  page  35,  vol.  16,  dated  Dec.  16,  1822. 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  autliorizing  an  additional   naval 
force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy." 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  pass  to  the  second  reading. 
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On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing-  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  it  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Be^olved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Ordered,   That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  accordingly. 


cn.vp.  1. 

An  act  authorizing  an  additiunal  naval  force  fur  the  supjjreasion  of  piracy. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ilrj}ri:-<ciitnlirc.~:  of  the  I'nited  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled :  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  Ix',  ami  lie  hcicliy  is,  authorized  to  pur- 
chase or  construct  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels,  in  addition  to  those  now  employed,  of  such  burthen  and 
construction  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  the  same  for  immediate  service,  for  the 
purpose  of  repressing  piracy,  and  of  affording  effectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjacent. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  be 
appropriated  to  meet  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and  paid  out  of  any  money  iu  the  trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  December  20,  1822. 


TJw  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  cf  the  lliited  Slates. 

N.wv  Dep.\rtment,  September  21,  1823. 
President  3Iunroe: 

Sir:  I  feel  it  to  be  my  dutj'  to  represent  to  you  the  following  facts,  and  to  request  the  favor  of 
your  opinion  respecting  the  course  proposed. 

On  the  nth  of  this  month,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Beagle,  at  this  |)lacc,  fmin  Tiioiiipson's  Island,  the 
Department  was  furnished  with  reports  from  the  commanding  olHcir,  and  tiie  surgeons  at  tliat  station,  up 
to  the  first  of  September,  by  which  we  learn  that  the  John  Adams,  and  several  smaller  vessels,  were  at 
that  place;  that,  about  the  20th  of  August,  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance,  with  considerable 
malignity;  that  several  deaths  had  occurred,  among  which  were  two  lieutenants.  Potter  and  Sonierville; 
two  midshipmen,  Marshall  and  Reed;  the  captain's  clerk,  Thomas;  a  carpenter,  two  seamen,  a  gunner,  a 
cooper,  and  a  steward;  that  Commodore  Porter  and  twenty-one  officers  and  men,  were  sick;  the  commo- 
dore in  a  state  of  great  debility,  but  good  hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recovery.  By  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant  Boarman,  yesterday  nKuiiiug,  we  have  verbal  information  to  the  8th  of  September,  when 
Commodore  Porter  remained  much  as  lie  was  on  the  1st;  between  the  1st  and  the  8th,  there  had  lieen 
several  deaths,  and  among  them  two  lieutenants  and  two  midshipmen;  and  the  fever  did  not  in  any  degree 
abate.  All  the  surgeons  were  sick,  and  four  surgeons'  mates  constitute  the  whole  medical  skill  at  the 
station. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  sick,  and  minute  inquiries  of  several  officers  who  have 
been  there,  do  not  satisfy  me  that  the  fever  originated  on  the  island;  but  I  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
infection  may,  in  every  instance,  be  traced  to  other  places;  but,  whether  it  originated  there,  or  be 
imported,  the  destruction  of  valuable  lives  is  equally  to  be  lamented,  and  tlie  effects  upon  the  service 
equally  demand  attention.  Accounts  from  that  place,  some  of  them  very  exaggerated,  find  their  way  to 
the  public  prints,  and  create  painful  anxiety  with  the  friends  of  those  who  are  there,  and  will,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  unless  promptly  corrected,  produce  feelings  in  the  nation,  which  will  be  essentially  injurious  to 
our  important  interests  in  that  quarter. 

The  value  of  that  station  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  the  protection  of  commerce,  is  perfectly 
understood  by  you.  It  ought  not  readily  to  be  deserted.  It  is  very  desirable  to  save  it,  while  we  take 
the  most  effectual  means  to  protect  the  valuable  lives  of  our  officers  and  men.  It  is  impossible  to  leave 
them  there,  especially,  situated  as  the  commanding  officer  is,  without  taking  some  decisive  measure  for 
their  relief;  and,  to  order  their  immediate  removal,  with  our  present  information,  would  seem  hazardous 
and  improper. 

Two  or  three  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  have  been  ordered,  and  are  on  their  way  to  the  island. 
And,  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  advice  in  my  power,  I  have  submitted  to  Dr.  Cutbush,  and  four  other 
surgeons,  now  in  the  city,  all  the  information  which  I  ('ould  procure;  stated  to  them  the  time  within 
wliieh  an  order  for  removal  could  be  executed,  and  required  their  opiniim  on  the  propriety  of  attempting 
a  ifinnx  al  of  the  vessels  to  some  northern  port.  Their  report  will  be  made  to  me  at  eight  o'clock  to-mor- 
row Mioniiug,  and  I  shall,  ]irobably,  send  you  a  cojiy.  Tlii'ir  opinion  must,  necessarily,  be  less  safe  than 
if  formed  OH  the  spot;   but  it  mav'lie  a  useful  aid  in  <letei-niiiiiiig  on  the  cmrse  to  be  pursued. 

The  plan  whieh  1  propose  for  vour  consideration,  and  which  1  shall  adopt,  if  vou  do  not  disapprove 
it,  is  the  following: 

Prepare  the  Shark,  now  at  New  York,  to  sail  to  Thompson's  Island,  as  speedily  as  possible;  send  in 
her  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  officers  in  the  navy,  with  three  of  the  most  skillful  and  intel- 
ligent surgeons;  direct  them,  in  connection  with  Commodore  Porter,  (if  his  health  will  permit,)  to  inves- 
tigate thoroughly  the  origin,  causes,  and  progress  of  the  disease;  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  island 
in  reference  to  health,  at  this  season  of  the  year;  the  present  state  and  probable  health  of  the  station; 
with  authority  either  to  retain  the  vessels  there,  or,  if  necessary,  remove  them  to  a  northern  port,  until 
the  advance  of  winter  shall  justify  their  return  to  that  latitude. 

The  Shark  can  sail  in  less  than  ten  days;  will  probably  take  ten  more  to  reach  the  island;  and  a 
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removal  may  be  effected  in  five  more,  if  it  be  found  necessary;  I  presume  the  ofiScers  who  go  out,  may 
return  in  about  four  weeks  from  the  time  the  vessel  sails. 

I  believe  I  should  select  Commodore  Rodgers  for  this  purpose  and  have  consulted  him  about  it.  He 
approves  the  plan,  and  with  his  usual  promptness  in  the  public  service,  expressed  a  wish  to  partake  in 
its  oxoeution. 

The  following  benefits  would  result: 

1st.  The  best  inodiral  assistance  will,  in  this  way,  be  furnished  to  the  sick,  at  that  station,  and  many 
valuable  lives  may  be  saved. 

2d.  The  iniMie  iiiiml  will  be  quieted  by  a  precise  knowledge  of  facts. 

3d.  A  stall. .11.  iiei-essiiry  to  the  objects  for  which  the  government  sent  out  the  expedition,  will  pro- 
bably be  ciiiitiiiiie.l  ami  secured. 

'4th.  We  shall  nhtaiii  the  safest  information  to  guide  us  .m  all  future  occasions. 

I  shall  be  pleased  if  this  ]ilan  moot  ynur  appnibatiuii,  and  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  it,  not,  however,  giving  any  erd.  rs  which  will  creat(!  diflicidty,  should  you  disapprove  it.  Please  to 
favor  me  with  an  answer  by  the  ixpress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  c^c,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Rodgers. 

Navy  Department,  September  29,  1823. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  your  orders.  You  are  already  well  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  Department, 
and  of  the  President,  in  relation  to  your  visit  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  the  motives  hy  which  it  has  been 
induced. 

On  your  arrival  there,  you  will,  of  course,  communicate  freely  with  Commodore  Porter  respecting 
them,  should  he  still  be  there,  and  in  a  situation  to  receive  your  communications.  The  uncertainty 
whether  he  be  still  living;  the  anxiety  felt  by  the  government  and  nation  for  his  safety;  the  numerous 
reports  of  the  sickly  state  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels,  and  of  those  who  are  on  the  island; 
and  the  desire  to  furnish  the  most  prompt  and  effectual  relief;  are  among  the  principal  causes  which  have 
created  the  wish  that  you  should  undertake  the  expedition.  In  its  faithful  execution,  and  beneficial 
results,  I  have  strong  confidence;  and  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

JoHX  Rodgers,  Esq.,  Capt.  U.  S.  Navy,  President  Naval  Board. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bodr/ers. 

Navy  Department,  September  29,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  schooner  Shark,  from  New  York,  to  Thompson's  Island,  as  speedily  as 
circumstances  will  permit,  taking  with  you  Surgeons  Marshall,  Heerman,  Harris,  and  Washington,  who 
will  obey  your  orders,  and  render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  in  accomplishing  the  objects  of  your 
expedition.  If  either  of  them  is  prevented  from  joining  you  before  you  sail,  you  will  require  the  attendance 
of  Surgeon  Hoffman,  or  any  other  of  the  surgeons,  at  New  York,  to  supply  his  place. 

If  any  officers  be  wanting  to  make  up  the  complement  of  the  Shark,  you  will  select  such  as  are 
necessary,  at  New  York.  When  you  shall  arrive  at  Thompson's  Island,  you  will  investigate,  with  the 
utmost  care,  the  origin,  pr.igress,  and  present  state  of  the  sickness,  which  jivi'vails  on  the  island,  and  in 
the  squadron;  the  cenditicii  uf  all  the  ves.9els  which  are  there;  the  localities  ..f  the  statieii,  in  rel'erence  to 
health,  and  every  matter  wliicli  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  to  enalile  you  to  fnrm  a  correct  opinion, 
both  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  vessels  at  that  station,  and  of  using  it  hereafter  during  the  sickly 
season. 

After  having  made  the  necessary  inquiries,  you  will  either  take  such  measures  as  shall  seem  proper, 
in  reference  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  squadron,  Jraviiig  U  u-hcre  it  is;  or  you  will  order  it  removed, 
for  the  jyresenl,  to  I'eiisacola,  Xoriolk,  or  some  more  northern  [lort.  In  either  event,  an  early  and  minute 
report  on  this  subject,  to  this  I)e|iartiJieiit,  is  desiralih'. 

Uncertainty  as  to  the  |ir(;sent  state  of  Comnioilori'  Porter's  li(>altli,  furnishes  one  strong  motive  for  your 
visit.  If  his  health  |ierniits,  he  will  liiriiish  the  most  safe  iiiforniation  ami  best  assistance  in  accomplishing 
your  object;  and  if  the  s(|iiadroii  he  left  there  he  will  remain  in  comniaiid,  if  his  health  permit,  and  if  it  be 
his  wish.  If  his  health  require  a  visit  to  the  United  States,  you  will  place  some  other  in  command,  and 
make  report  thereof  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  surgeons  who  go  with  you  will  render  to  the  sick  all  the  aid  in  their  power,  consistently  with 
the  other  duties  they  have  to  perform ;  and  they  will  return  with  you,  and  join  the  several  stations  from 
which  they  are  taken,  reporting  to  this  Department  the  time  of  their  arrival. 

You  will  be  at  liberty  to  retnrn  in  the  Shark,  Grampus  or  any  other  vessel  at  the  station,  which  you 
shall  think  best  for  the  service.  It  is  supposed  you  may  accomplish  the  objects  in  view,  and  return  to  this 
place,  in  about  five  weeks  from  the  time  the  Shark  sails. 

I  am,  very,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

John  Rodgers,  Esq.,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy,  President  of  the  Navy  Board. 
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Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
No.   1. 
United  States  Schooner  Shark,  Hampton  Roads,  November  16,  1823. 

Sir:  In  the  prosecution  of  your  instructions  of  the  29th  of  September  last,  you  have  already  been 
informed  of  the  time  of  my  departure  from  New  York,  in  the  United  States  schooner  Shark. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  23d  of  October,  I  reinhid  Tl pson's  Island,  accom- 
panied by  Surgeons  Harris,  "Washington,  and  HoflTinau,  of  the  navy,  al'icr  a  passage  of  seventeen  days, 
in  which  we  experienced  much  rough,  disagreeable  weather,  it  raining  more  or  less  every  day  but  one, 
ior  thirteen  days. 

On  reaching  the  island,  and  not  finding  any  of  the  public  vessels  of  war  except  the  Porpoise,  the  first 
objects  to  which  I  directed  my  attention  were,  to  ascertain  the  state  and  condition  of  the  sick  remaining 
on  it;  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  or  causes  which  jiad  produced  such  disastrous  consequences 
to  the  health  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  staiinncil  on  the  island,  and  on  board  of  several  of  the 
vessels,  which  had  previously  had  access  to  it  as  a  rendezvous.  For  this  purpose,  I  accordingly  addressed 
a  letter  (of  which  the  enclosed  No.  1  is  a  copy)  to  Surgeons  Harris,  Washington,  and  Hoffman.  By  their 
answer,  (No  2,  herewith  enclosed,)  you  will  perceive  that  they  do  not  consider  the  disease  attributable 
entirely  to  any  one  cause,  but  to  a  variety  of  causes,  such  as  they  have  described. 

That  the  reasons  which  they  have  assigned  are  correct,  there  can  be  hut  little  dnnbt;  but  to  which  of 
them  is  to  be  attributed  the  most  powerful  agency  in  producing  the  disease,  is  still  a  matter  of  specula- 
tion, or,  at  least,  very  questionable. 

Tlie  island,  it  must  be  admitted,  ilnes  contain  localities  of  a  character  calculated,  when  assisted 
by  other  causes,  and  perhaps  only  slight  ones  too,  to  generate  bilious,  and  probably  malignant 
fevers;  yet  I  must  confess,  that  I  si  ill  mtcitain  doubts,  whether  those  causes  have  had,  in  the  present 
instance,  so  decisive  an  agency  in  prndiieiiig  the  late  fatal  malady,  as  they  may,  at  first  view,  seem  to 
have  had. 

From  the  little  experience  I  have  had,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  climate  of  Thompson's  Island  is  similiar 
to  the  West  India  islands  generally;   that  its  air  is  perhaps  less  salubrious  than  some,  but  more  so  than 

others;  and  that,  notwithstanding  tl lijections  which  may  be  urged  against  it,  on  account  of  particular 

defect's,  arising-  from  its  small  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  unevenness  of  its  surface,  and  the 
manj'-  salt  and  fresh  water  ponds  which  it  is  said  to  contain;  still,  that  it  is,  from  the  excellence  of  its 
harbor,  and  its  peculiar  station  on  the  map  of  this  western  hemisphere,  too  important  an  object,  in  a 
political  and  commercial  point  of  view,  to  be  suffered  to  remain  unoccupied  and  unregarded;  for,  admitting 
its  climate,  in  its  present  nniniproved  state,  to  be  as  unfriendly  to  health  as  even  that  of  the  colony  of 
Surinam,  it  is.  notwitlistanding,  snseeptible  of  being  so  improved,  or,  at  least,  the  dangers  attending  it 
so  much  iliniinished,  hy  artilieial  means,  (such  as  I  will  hereafter  describe,)  as  to  render  the  objections  to 
it,  if  not  harmless,  at  least  comparatively  small. 

Previ(uis  to  leaviii.g  the  island  on  the  third  inst.,  I  had  sent,  by  the  advice  of  Surgeons  Harris,  AVash- 
ington,  Hoffman  and  Williamson,  (as  I  have  already  informed  you,)  all  the  sick,  whose  situations  ap- 
peared to  require  a  removal,  to  a  more  northern  climate.  Those  who  still  remained  on  the  island,  at  the 
time  of  my  departure,  were  all  well,  except  some  convalescents,  and  a  few  with  mild  intermittent  fevers; 
all  of  whom,  it  was  believed,  however,  would  be  restored  to  health  again  by  the  reluin  of  cooler  weather; 
indeed,  for  the  last  three  days  previous  to  our  sailing,  the  wind  had  prevailed  with  much  force  from  the 
north,  and  had  rendered  the  air  comparativi'ly  much  purer,  cooler,  and  exhilirating,  than  it  had  been  for 
some  days  before,  so  much  so  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  season  of  health  had  commenced,  and  that  its 
salutary  effects  would  be  immediately  felt  by  those  who  have  suffered  by  the  long  continuance  of  heat. 

Previous  to  leaving  the  island,  I  made  sneh  airangements,  and  saw  things  placed  upon  such  a  foot- 
in,g,  as  to  v>-arrant  the  most  san,guine  anticipation  of  lavovable  results,  and  such  as  might  have  been 
expected,  had  Commodore  Porter's  health  permitted  liini  to  i-ontinue  on  the  station. 

For  the  few  changes  which  1  found  it  neeessaiy  to  make  in  the  (lis|H.sition  of  the  several  vessels  left 
on  the  station,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  acconipanying  papers  1,  l',  :',,  4,  5,  U,  7,  8,  9. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  t.)  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


The  Hon.  Sami-ei,  L.  Soi-tiiarp,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasltinr/ton. 


JOHN  KODGERS. 


Doctors  Harris,  Wa>Jtinriton,  and  IJoffman,  to  tlie  Semxiary  of  the  Navy. 
No.  2. 
U.  S.  ScnooNEU  Shark,  Thnmpso,,'.^  Island,  Orlnher  29,  1.S13. 

Sir:  In  eonf  jrmity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  yonr  eonuunnieation  of  the  twenty-fourth  inst., 
vs-e  have  earelully  inip'iir.-d  nito,  and  deliberati'ly  eonsideie.l,  the  various  [x.ints  to  which  you  liave  directed 
our  attention. 

On  examining  this  island,  we  llnd  that  it  is  of  ii  secondary  calcareous  formation,  and  is  thinly  over- 
spread wiiii  a  light  vegetable  mould.  The  shori'S  are  somewhat  elevated  above  the  interior  grt)unds  by 
tliesnif  colli  inually  tliiowiiig  up  pulverized  shells,  which  give  a  concave  form  to  its  superfices.  It  is 
thickly  coxcred  with  small  trees  and  shrubbery,  principally  of  the  mangrove  variety,  and  grasses  of 
several  species  grow  with  great  Inxuriance. 

So  far  as  our  observations  hav,'  enablcMl  us  to  determine,  we  are  of  opinion  that  neai'ly  one-half  of  the 
island  is  occupied  bv  salt  and  fresh  water  ponds. 

It  has  Imm'Ii  asc'erlained  that  the  surfaces  of  thes(^  ])om]s  are  on  a  level  with  the  surrounding  ocean, 
yet  but  one  of  them  has  any  coiniectiou  with  it,  by. reason  of  the  mitural   embankments  to  which  we  have 

Tiie  jmrest  water  of  the  islaml  is  in  some  degree  brackish,  but  has  not,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  pro- 
duced any  unfriendly  effect  ..n  the  health  of  those  who  have  used  it  freely  as  a  drink. 
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During  the  dry  season,  which  continues  from  about  the  middle  of  September  to  the  middle  of  June, 
many  of  the  ponds  either  dry  up,  or  shrink  considerably  within  the  boundaries  to  which  they  are  dilated 
during-  the  rainy  season. 

The  surface  being  thus  imperfectly  ov(  rllnwcd,  |ircsents  a  mass  of  vegetable  and  animal  matter,  to 
which  the  climate  adds  every  other  circuiiisiaiin'  ucccssary  to  give  miasm  its  most  powerful  effect  on  the 
human  frame.  The  gales  and  retiring  tiilcs  Ikmhk  ntly  deposit  on  the  shores  a  quantity  of  sea-weed, 
which  undergoes  a  rapid  decomposition,  and  thus  contributes,  in  a  limited  extent,  to  vitiate  the  atmosphere. 

To  these  miasmatic  causes  of  disease,  were  added  otlicis  of  iijual,  if  not  greater  magnitude. 

They  have  arisen : 

1.  From  the  sudden  exposure  of  northern  constitutions  to  a  tropical  climate,  at  a  period  when  the 
ordinary  relaxing  effects  of  a  change  from  a  cold  to  a  warm  season  were  aggravated  by  a  difference  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  degrees  of  southern  latitude.  From  this  cause,  they  were,  in  the  space  of  two  or  three 
weeks,  operated  upon  by  an  increase  (.f  teni|iei-a(iire  "fat  least  lll'ly  degrees. 

2.  From  the  great  fatigue  and  e.\|M,suic,  liy  day  ami  iii-lit,  .if  the  ollieers  and  crews  engaged  in  the 
boat  service,  and  from  the  want  of  <-iiiiirnrtaMe  ((iiailers  I'm-  thuse  wlm  lutd  encamped  on  the  island. 

3.  From  irregular,  aii<l,  fre.iiieiitly,  mteiii|.eiale  habits. 

4.  From  being  ul'teii  ile|iii\eil  efii-esh  and  wliolesome  provisions. 

5.  From  the  cuniinued  aniinyaiice  nl'  iiius.|iiiiue.s  and  sand-flies,  which  deprived  the  men  of  their 
accustomed  rest.  So  insiipponable,  indeed,  became  those  troublesome  insects,  that  the  men  were  fre- 
quently obliged  to  retire  to  the  beach,  where  they  walked  the  greater  part  of  tlie  night.  Others,  we 
have  been  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  station,  would  row  off  in  boats  some  distance  from  the  shore, 
and  thus  expose  themselves  eitlier  to  tlie  heavy  dews  or  drenching  rains  peculiar  to  this  climate. 

6.  From  being  dpeiateil  u|ioii  liy  the  ili^presslng  jiassii.ns  ai-ising  {'vmn  aii|ii-ehensi(in,  awakened  by 
the  prevailing  epideiiiie,  and  by  the  (ilivimis  want  iifeomturt  of  those  who  weic  aOecled  with  disease. 

These  fruitful  sources  of  fever  will  abundantly  account  for  their  extent  and  fatality.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  great  liability  of  persons  from  the  higher  latitudes,  to  disease,  when  even  slightly 
exposed  to  hardships  in  the  tropics,  it  ought  not  to  be  a  subject  of  surprise  that  the  severely  arduous 
service  in  which  our  officers  and  crews  have  been  engaged,  have  occasioned  so  many  sacrifices  of  valu- 
able lives. 

The  squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Porter  sailed  from  Nolfolk  on  the  14th  of  February, 
proceeded  directly  to  the  West  Indies,  as  far  south  as  St.  Domingo,  and  then,  returning  north,  took  pos- 
session of  this  island  on  the  3d  of  April. 

The  first  cases  of  fever  which  presented  themselves  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Williamson,  the  surgeon  of 
the  station,  were  of  a  bilious  character,  and  which  readily  yielded  to  the  agency  of  medicines. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  a  servant  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Symington,  was  attacked  \vitii  yellow  fever. 
With  the  exception  of  this  case,  bilious  fever  continued  the  prevalent  diseas<'  until  early  in  June,  when 
it  assumed,  in  many  instances,  a  highly  malignant  form.  This  disease  now  coumieneed  on  board  the 
store  ship  Decoy,  which  was  remlei-ed  unhealtliful  by  the  impurity  of  her  hold.  A  quantity  of  ballast  was 
put  aboard  from  this  island,  containing  sheli-tish  and  sea-weed,  which,  by  the  heat  of  a  tropical  climate, 
was  thrown  into  a  state  of  [)utrel'active  fermentation.  Two  of  the  cases,  however,  which  occurred  on 
board  this  vessel,  were  contracted  by  imprudent  exposure  to  a  noon-day  heat  in  the  streets  of  Havana. 

About  the  latter  end  of  July  the  yellow  fever  prevailed,  with  great  malignancy,  at  all  the  establish- 
ments on  the  island.  From  the  various  causes  already  stated,  the  disease,  in  very  many  instances,  neces- 
sarily proved  fatal. 

The  malignant  fever  continued  epidemic  until  about  the  first  of  October,  when  its  tj'pe  again  changed 
to  an  intermittent. 

We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  precise  number  of  deaths,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  medical  officers  who  had  charge  of  the  AUenton  hospital. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Williamson,  that  there  are  fifty-nine  persons  now  sick  at  the  differ- 
ent hospitals  on  the  island.  We  have  visited  these  establishments,  and  have  found  the  patients  sinking 
under  the  influence  of  debility,  despondency,  and  the  ravages  of  disease.  Such  of  them  as  recover,  com- 
monly relapse  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  after  being  restored  to  duty.  As  in  relapses  generally, 
each  succeeding  attack  becomes  more  unmanageable. 

It  appears,  then,  that  they  cannot  be  restored  to  perfect  health  in  their  present  situation ;  and  being, 
in  this  state,  only  a  burden  to  the  public  service,  we  do,  from  motives  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  humanity, 
respectfully  recommend  their  immediate  removal  to  a  more  northern  station. 

We  beg  further  to  reconiineiiil,  that  the  large  brig,  now  in  the  harbor,  and  which  has  been  already 
designated  as  a  hospital,  should  lie  suitably  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  those  who  may  be  hereafter 
attacked.  By  anchoring  this  vessel  some  distance  to  the  windward  of  the  island,  the  sick  will  inhale  a 
pure  atmosphere,  will  be  protected  in  comfortable  cjuarters,  and,  being  without  the  reach  of  annoying 
insects,  will  enjoy  such  repose  and  tranquillity,  as  are  essential  to  the  successful  treatment  of  their 
diseases. 

We  have  the  hojior  to  be,  very  respectfuUj',  your  obedient  servants, 

THO.  HARRIS,  M.  D., 

B.  WASHINGTON,  M.  D., 

RICH.  K.  HOFFMAN,  M.  D., 

Surgeons  of  the  Navg. 

Com.  John  Rodgers,  President  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissionets. 


Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Serrelanj  of  the  Navy. 

Washington,  Noveviber  24,  1823. 
Sir:  In  my  communication  to  you  of  the  10th  instant,  I  informed  you  that  although  objections  might 
be  urged  to  the  climate  of  Tiiompson's  Island,  on  account  of  tlie  number  of  salt  and  fresh  water  ponds, 
and  the  abundant  growth  of  timber  which  it  contains,  yet,  even  in  its  present  state,  and  admitting  such 
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objections  to  be  well  founded,  still  they  might  be  rendered  harmless,  or,  at  any  rate,  greatly  diminished, 
by  the  introduction  of  artificial  means. 

By  the  official  report  of  Surgeons  Harris,  Washington  and  Hoffman,  now  in  your  possession,  you 
have  been  made  ae(|iuiiiited  with  their  opijiions  rrsprctini;-  tiie  luralities  of  the  island,  so  far  as  regards 
the  form  of  its  smfacr.  ihc  nature  of  its  soil,  timln  r,  uiul  utlicr  paiiiculars;  in  all  which,  they  have  given 
as  minute  a  drsorijitiou  ;is  the  most  unreiniitinjj,-  attmiiun,  coiisidLTing  the  length  of  time  they  were  there, 
and  the  means  of  information  afforded  them,  would  admit. 

These,  together  with  the  high  reputation  which  those  gentlemen  sustain  for  science  and  professional 
skill,  leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  their  report  upon  the  subject  has  been  judicious,  and  such  as  the 
time  and  circumstances  under  which  they  visited  the  island,  would  seem  to  point  out  as  being  the  most 
safe  and  discreet;  but,  after  all  that  has  been  said,  it  must  be  admitted,  notwithstanding  their  unintermitting 
industry  to  find  out  the  true  causes  of  the  disease,  that  they  were,  after  considering  the  only  facts  pre- 
sented to  their  view,  obliged  to  attribute  it  to  a  variety  of  causes,  and,  among  the  number,  those  which 
are  known  to  be  inseparable  from  the  arduous  nature  of  the  service  in  wliirli  many  cl  the  officers  and 
men  were  engaged,  and  the  consequent  exposure  to  which  they  were  unavoidalily  suhjicted. 

This  being  thr  case,  you  will,  sir,  at  once  perceive  that  it  must  still  remain  doublliil,  whether  the  air 
of  the  island  cnutriliuti d  more,  or  even  as  much  as  other  causes,  in  producing  the  disease;  for  which 
reason  I  am  led  ti  i  n mark,  that  it  might  be  unsafe  to  condemn  it  as  an  unsuitable  rendezvous  for  our  vessels 
employed  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  until  we  shall  have  had,  under  different  circumstances, 
more  experience  of  its  climate  than  we  have  yet  had. 

As  an  auxiliary  to  an  extensive  and  permanent  southern  naval  depot,  (perhaps  at  Pensacola,)  such 
as  a  proper  security  for  our  commerce,  and  the  permanent  union  of  the  States,  seem  to  render  indispen-  ■ 
sable,  it  will  be  found,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  island  iu  question  will  soon  become  an  object 
worthy  the  serious  attention  and  consideration  of  the  government. 

Nature  has  made  it  the  advance  post  from  which  to  watch  and  guard  our  commerce  passing  to  and 
from  the  Mississippi,  while,  at  the  same  time,  its  peculiar  situation  and  the  excellence  of  its  harbor  point 
it  out  as  the  most  certain  key  to  the  commerce  of  the  Havana,  to  that  of  the  whole  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to 
the  returning  trade  of  Jamaica;  mid  I  venture  to  jiredict  that  the  first  important  naval  contest  in  which 
this  country  shall  lie  (■iigii.u'i'd  will  lie  iu  tlif  uciglilinriiood  of  this  very  island. 

Without  further  r<'iiiark  on  this  intt  rostiug  suhjoct,  permit  me,  sir,  to  observe  that,  whatever  objec- 
tions may  be  made  to  the  island  as  a  rendezNous,  in  its  present  unimproved  and  imcultivated  state,  even 
these  may  be  rendered  harmless,  or  at  least  measurably  uniin|iortant,  by  substituting  the  following 
description  of  force  for  that  now  employed  in  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf 
of  Mexico: 

The  Independence  14,  depriving  her  of  her  lower  deck  guns,  and  giving  her  a  crew  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  boys,  and  marines,  with  an  extra  complement  of  commission  officers, 
and  double  the  usual  number  of  midshipmen;  the  sloops-of-war  John  Adams,  Hornet,  and  such  other  vessel 
of  that  class  as  can,  from  time  to  time,  be  spared  from  other  service;  the  brig  Spark,  and  schooners 
Grampus,  Porpoise,  and  ^Vild  Cat,  and  five  or  six  barges,  such  as  are  now  at  Thompson's  Island,  for 
occasional  service. 

The  vessels  particularly  purchased  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  have  done  all  that  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected  towards  its  suppression;  indeed,  they  have  searched  e\-ery  nook  ami  corner  on  the 
vyhole  coast  of  Cuba  froni  which  a  pirate  might  be  expected  to  issue;  and,  besides  eapturing  and  destroy- 
ing all  that  could  lie  ideutilied  as  being  of  this  character,  they  have  made  inipressions  not  to  be  erased 
from  tiie  minds  of  sueli  monsters,  so  long  as  we  keep  a  respectable  tone  in  their  neighborhood  in  readi- 
ness to  chastise  those  whose  temerity  might  induce  them  to  renew  their  deincihilions,  and  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  notwithstanding  the  scourging  they  have  received,  would  be  the  case  in  the 
absence  of  such  a  force  as  I  have  described. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  before-mentioned  force,  the  other  vessels  purchased  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy  might  be  sold;  a  circumstance  very  much  to  be  desired,  as  their  longer  employment  would  be  found 
not  only  useless,  and  dangerous  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  employed  in  them,  but  subversive  of 
that  discipline  by  which  our  navy  acquired  its  character,  and  for  which,  at  one  time,  it  may  be  said  to 
have  stood  unrivaled  by  any  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

To  the  Hon.  Sam'l  L.  SoUTH.\Rn,  Sccnianj  of  the  Navi/. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xaey. 

N.ivy  DF.rART.MENT,  December  1,  1823. 
TJie  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  lOtli  ultimo,  I  submit,  respectfully, 
the  following  statement  of  the  administration  of  this  Depertment,  during  the  present  year,  comprehending 
the  number  of  vessels  commissioned;  the  number  in  ordinary,  fit  for  service,  or  requiring  repairs;  the 
progress  made  in  building  \-essels;  with  the  disbursements  of  the  Department,  and  th<>  serxice  in  which 
the  vessels  have  been  enipl.iyed;  with  such  observations  on  the  whole  subject  as  are  ihcnied  proper. 

Letter  I,  from  the  ('oiumissioners  of  the  Navy,  with  papers  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  which  accompany  it, 
exhibit: 

1.  The  vessels-of-war  in  eomniissi(ui,  with  the  service  in  which  they  are  emjiloyed.     See  A. 

2.  The  vessels  in  ordiiuuy,  on  the  Atlatitic  board  and  on  the  lakes,  with  the  state  of  repairs  of  each 
vessel. — B  and  C. 

3.  The  progress  made  in  building,  under  the  law  "to  increase  the  navy  of  the  I'uited  States."— D. 
By  this  it  appears  tluit  four  ships  of  the  Hue  have  heretofore  been  built,  and  that  live  ships  of  the  line  and 
five  frigates  of  the  first  class  are  now  building;  some  of  which  iniijhl  be  huun-hed  in  thirty  days;  and  all, 
except  one,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days. 
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4.  A  general  view  of  the  improvements  of  the  several  building  yards.  In  some  of  the  yards  additional 
improvements  are  now  necessary  for  their  comfortable  and  economical  administration. 

5.  The  disbursements  of  the  Department  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year,  up  to  the 
30th  September.  (2.)  The  disbursements  of  the  year  1822  appear  by  the  leport  made  to  Congress  in  the 
month  of  February  last.  It  appears  that  $1,984,520.74  have  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  between  the 
1st  January  and  30th  September,  leaving  on  the  latter  day  $2,218,168.66  unexpended  of  the  amount 
applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year.  Of  this  unexpended  balance,  a  large  proportion  will  be  used  during 
the  remaining  quarter;  and  a  minute  statement  of  the  whole  will  be  furnished  to  Congress  in  the  annual 
report  required  from  this  Department. 

On  paper  A,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  frigate  Constitutldii,  slonp-of-war  Ontario,  and  schooner 
Nonsuch,  are  in  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  command  of  Cajilain  .(..iics.  No  change  in  the  amount  of 
force,  in  that  sea,  has  been  made  within  the  year.  It  has  been  luuinl  ciimpetent  to  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  maintained.  Our  commerce  there  has  been  amply  jirutected;  the  officers  and  seamen  have 
enjoyed  good  health,  and  no  circumstance  has  occurred  worthy  of  particular  notice.  While  our  relations 
■with  other  powers  continue  friendly,  any  large  augmentation  of  that  portion  of  our  naval  force  will  not 
be  necessary.  In  the  coming  year  it  is  not  proposed  materially  to  iiK'rease  or  diminish  it.  The  Cyane 
and  Erie  will,  in  a  short  time,  relieve  the  Constitution  and  Ontario,  that  tiny  miy  return  home,  discharge 
their  crews,  whose  term  of  service  will  soon  expire,  refit,  and  resume  tlicii-  statiuu.  For  this  purpose  the 
Erie,  Captain  Deacon,  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  8th  November,  and  the  Cyane,  Captain  Creighton, 
will  sail  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  same  pUper,  A,  it  is  to  be  further  remarked,  that  the  Franklin,  ship  of  the  line,  and  the 
schooner  Dolphin,  of  12  guns,  are  still  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  where  they  have  remained  for  more  than  two 
years,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Stewart.  By  the  presence  of  this  force  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  depredations  on  our  growing  commerce  have  been,  in  a  great  degree,  prevented,  and  respect  for 
our  interests  and  flag  secured. 

Capt.  Stewart  will  return  to  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  this  winter,  or  early  in  the  ensuing 
spring;  and,  in  the  place  of  the  Franklin,  it  is  proposed  to  substitute  the  frigate  United  States,  and  the 
Peacock,  sloop-of-war,  of  18  guns.  Such  a  division  of  the  force,  it  is  believed,  will  more  extensively 
protect  the  flag  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  permit  the  commanding  ollicci-,  with  tlic  larger 
vessel,  to  be  absent  from  the  usual  cruising  grounds  for  a  short  time,  should  circuiiistaiic<s  niider  such 
absence  necessary.     Captain  Hull  will  sail,  in  a  few  days,  from  Norfolk,  in  co:nmand  uf  these  vessels. 

The  Cyane,  Captain  Spence,  and  the  Shark,  commanded  by  Lieut.  M.  C.  Perry,  have,  for  short 
periods,  cruised  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  carry  into  efiect  the  intentions  of  the  government,  in  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  protection  of  the  agency  for  liberated  Africans,  established  at 
Cape  Messurado. 

While  Captain  Spencer  was  at  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Capo,  he  fitted  out  the  Augusta,  a  small  schooner, 
which  was  found  on  the  coast,  deserted  and  dismantled,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Dashiell, 
to  cruise  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Cape,  with  the  conviction  that  its  presence  was  at  that  time  essential 
to  the  protection  of  the  agency,  and  might  be  useful  in  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves.  It  still  remains 
upon  that  coast. 

During  the  time  that  Captain  Spence  and  Lieutenant  Perry  were  cruising,  they  neither  saw  nor 
heard  of  any  vessel,  under  the  American  flag,  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  If  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  still  employed  in  that  traffic,  they  seem  to  have  been  driven  to  conceal  themselves  under  the 
flags  of  other  nations. 

The  agency  at  Cape  Messurado,  for  receiving  recaptured  and  liberated  Africans,  enjoyed  favorable 
prospects,  until  late  last  fall,  when.it  was  assailed  by  a  large  body  of  the  natives,  and  in  danger  of  being 
entirely  destroyed.  Some  of  the  liberated  Africans  were  killed  in  the  contest.  The  extracts  of  letters 
from  Captain  Spence,  Lieutenant  Perry,  and  Messrs.  Ashmun  and  Ayres,  will  show  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  able  to  defend  themselves,  with  the  aid  of  a  midshipman  and  several  men  belonging  to  a 
British  vessel  of  war,  then  in  the  neighborhood.  The  establishment  having  passed  through  this  trial, 
now  promises  to  accomplish  all  the  benefits  anticipated  from  it.  In  order  to  afford  it  the  necessary  pro- 
tection, and  continue  our  exertions  to  repress  the  slave  trade,  it  is  proposed,  as  the  most  eflScient  and 
economical  arrangement,  that  the  commander  of  the  West  India  squadron  shall,  from  time  to  time,  detach 
one  or  more  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  his  command,  to  cruise  along  the  African  coast,  occasionally 
touching  at  Cape  Messurado,  and  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  people  there;  and  following,  in  their 
return,  the  usual  track  of  the  slave  ships. 

Eleven  Africans,  none  of  whom  could  speak  the  English  language,  were,  some  months  ago,  brought 
by  a  Capt.  Chase,  as  mariners,  into  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and  were  there  taken  into  the  possession  of  the 
officers  of  the  government,  and  an  investigation  instituted  into  the  supposed  violation  of  our  laws  in 
introducing  them.  By  means  of  an  interpreter,  who  understood  the  languages  of  all,  except  one  or  two 
of  them,  it  was  subsequently  discovered,  that  they  belonged  to  tribes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Messurado, 
and  that  some  of  them  were  nf  (he  head  men  of  their  tribes.  It  was  therefore  believed  that  their  rcsti>ra- 
tionby  this  government  wouM  |.r.  "hue  a  salutary  effect;  and  an  inquiry  was  directed  to  be  made  ihruuu'h 
the  interpreter,  whether  they  \m  ic  willing  to  return  to  Africa.  Such  being  found  to  be  their  \visli,  they 
were,  in  the  early  part  "f  Odulicr,  sent  to  our  agent  at  Messurado,  with  directions  to  permit  their  return 
to  their  several  hoims,  liy  the  liest  and  most  expeditious  means. 

So  far  as  the  I)(  iiariinciit  is  yet  apprised  of  the  expenditures  for  the  agency  during  the  present  year, 
they  have  amounted  to  5)7,2S7.48  cents. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  operations  of  our  naval 
force  have  been  more  active.  Several  vessels  were  in  commission  there,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year. 
To  these  were  added,  under  the  authority  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  "authorizing 
an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,"  the  steam  galliot  Sea  Gull;  eight  small  schooners, 
the  Grayhound,  Jackall,  Fox,  Wild  Cat,  Beagle,  Ferret,  Weasel,  and  Terrier;  five  barges,  the  Musquito, 
Gnat,  Midge,  Sandfly,  and  Gallinipper;  and  one  transport  ship,  the  Decoy. 

Capt.  David  Porter  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  squadron,  and  sailed  from  Norfolk  about 
the  10th  of  February  last.  His  station  was  at  Thompson's  Island,  from  which  he  dispatched  his  vessels, 
in  such  way  as  he  judged  best  suited  to  attain  his  objects.  The  annexed  extracts  from  his  letters  and 
reports  exhibit  the  results. 

The  size  of  most  of  the  vessels,  the  nature  of  the  duties,  and  the  exposure  of  the  officers  and  men,  called 
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for  a  display  of  perseverance  and  fortitude  seldom  required  of  those  engaged  in  our  service;  but  the  call 
was  well  answered.  Everything-  was  accomplished  which  was  anticipated  from  the  expedition.  Piracy, 
as  a  system,  has  been  repi-essed  in  the  ncinlMuliiHul  nf  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  now  requires  only  to  be 
watched  by  a  proper  force  to  be  prevent ei I  liom  alllicting  commerce  any  further  in  that  quarter.  The 
public  autliorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  iiKinircslcd  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  squadron,  and 
rendered  much  assistance  in  the  pursuit  of  its  objfcts. 

On  the  5th  March,  as  Lieutenant  Cocke,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Captain  Porter,  was  entering 
the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  Porto  Rico,  in  the  schooner  Fox,  he  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  the  castle. 
Extracts  from  the  correspondence  between  Captain  Porter  and  the  governor  of  the  island,  are  annexed. 

The  squadron  was  healthy  and  prosperous  until  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  a  malignant 
fever  broke  out  at  the  station,  and  destroyed  many  valuable  lives.  The  first  reports  of  this  calamity 
were  brought  to  the  department  on  the  llth  September.  At  the  time  they  left  the  island,  Captain  Porter 
and  most  of  the  medical  olliicrs  wc  re  sick,  and  there  was  great  cause  to  fear  that  the  squadron  would 
be  deprived  of  its  cuininaiKliiig  ollii-cr,  and  of  the  medical  assistance  necessary  to  its  safety.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  considered  expedient  to  send  to  the  station  an  officer  of  rank  and  experience, 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  surgeons,  to  furnish,  in  any  event,  the  aid  necessary  for  the  safety  and 
proper  conduct  of  the  squadron,  with  power  to  remove  it,  should  that  be  found  necessary.  Captain 
Rodgers  cheerfully  consented  to  encounter  the  hazard  and  resp(msibility  attendant  on  such  an  expedition. 
He  sailed  tVnm  Xcw  York  as  soon  as  such  a  vessel  could  be  jirepared  for  the  purpose;  but,  before  his 
arrival,  ( 'aptaiii  Porter  had  become  convalescent,  and,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  squadron,  had  returned 
to  till'  l'nit(  il  States.  The  report  of  these  officers  will  fully  explain  their  views  of  the  causes  of  the 
disease,  and  the  means  by  which  a  recurrence  of  it  may  be  prevented. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Florida  station  is  incalculably  important  to  some  of  the  best  interests  of  this 
Union;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  deserted  until  every  expedient  has  failed  to  render  it  a  secure  and 
healthy  position  for  our  vessels.  I  feel  great  confidence  in  the  opininn  that  it  may  be  made  sucli,  with- 
out encountering  great  hazard  of  the  evils  we  have  heretofore  suffered. 

For  the  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  western  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  it  is  proposed,  in  the  ensuing  year,  to  continue  Thompson's  Island  as  the  station  for  the  vessels 
employed  in  those  objects;  to  place  there  a  ship  of  the  line,  armed  and  manned  as  a  frigate,  for  which 
purpose  the  Independence  is  well  fitted;  and  to  attach  to  the  command  the  John  Adams  and  Hornet,  and 
one  other  sloop-of-war,  with  four  of  the  larger  schooners,  the  Grampus,  Porpoise,  Shark,  and  Spark, 
one  of  the  smaller  schooners,  and  the  barges.  This  force  is  competent  to  protect  all  our  interests.  The 
ship  of  the  line,  placed  in  a  proper  position,  will  afford  comfortable  accommodations  to  those  who  are 
obliged  to  remain  at  the  station,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  intercourse  with  the  island,  when  danger 
is  suspected.  The  cruises  of  the  other  vessels,  except  those  which  visit  the  coast  of  Africa,  may  be 
limited  to  four,  five,  or  six  weeks,  and,  on  their  return,  their  crews  may  be  exchanged  for  others,  who, 
during  that  time,  have  been  stationary.  By  these  means,  and  a  proper  attention  to  cleanliness,  both  in 
the  mrii  and  the  vessels,  and  avoiding  intercourse  with  places  known  to  be  sickly,  the  health  of  all  will 
probably  be  preserved.  For  the  proper  execution  of  such  a  system,  full  reliance  may  be  placed  in  our 
officers.  The  island  itself,  by  clearing,  draining,  and  cultivating,  will,  after  a  time,  probably  become 
more  healthful. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  distribution  of  force  includes  diily  one  of  the  small  schooners.  They 
were  admiraldy  calculated  for  the  end  for  which  they  were  purchased,  and  have  effected  it.  But  piracy 
being  liu-  the  prescTit  repressed,  and  requiring  such  a  force  only  as  will  prevent  its  revival,  they  are  no 
longer  necessary;  and,  being  both  very  expensive  and  utterly  subversive  of  all  discipline,  it  is  respect- 
fully recommended  that  they  be  sold,  retaining  one  for  the  present  season;  after  which  it  may  be  sold. 
The  Porpoise  and  a  small  schooner  have  been  eniployed  under  the  eonniiand  of  Lieutenant  Ramage,  in 
the  survey  of  a  part  of  the  Florida  coast.  It  is  proposed  that  those  vessels  be  placed  vmder  the  control 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Florida  station;  and,  if  it  be  found  proi)er  to  continue  the  survey,  that 
the  instructions  for  that  purpose  be  given  to  that  officer. 

Many  of  the  officers  having  died  during  the  present  year,  it  is  thought  proper  to  annex  a  list  of  the 
times  and  places  of  their  deaths. 

No  observations  on  the  organization  and  discipline  of  tin'  navy  seem  to  be  required.  That  subjc^ct 
has  heretofore  been  presented  for  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Tlw  S'-rretarij  of  the  Navy  to  the  Fre.^ident  of  the  United  State 


N, 

\VV  DKrAHTMEXT,   Det 

■c;)i/)( 

•port 

,  exhibiting   the  adi 

ninii 

Sir:   I   hav(Mhe  honor  to  present  to  you   the    follow 
Department  during  tin'  pn^sent  year. 

There  are  now  in  coniniission  for  the  sea  service,  the  vessels  named  in  paper  A,  subjoined  to  this 
report. 

Nothing,  worthy  of  particular  observation,  has  occurred  with  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

It  lias  been  niaiiitained  at  the  extent  which  was  proposed  in  the  report  of  last  year,  and  has  afi'orded 
the  necessary  jjioteetiiui  to  our  commerce  there.  The  unl'riendly  relations,  however,  which  exist  between 
Algiers  and  some  of  the  governments  of  Europe,  and  the  effects  not  unlikely  to  be  felt,  upon  our  |)olitical 
and  commercial  interests  in  that  ipiarter,  with  other  important  eonsidera^tions,  have  been  sup|iosed  to 
render  it  expedient  to  augment  om-  rone.  ^Villl  this  view,  the  Noitli  Carolina  has  been  la-ejiared,  and 
will  sail  in  a  few  days.  The  sciuadnm  will  then  consist  of  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  fiiguto 
Constitution,  corvette  Cyane,  the  sloops-of-war  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  schooner  Nonsuch;  and  will  be 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  who  has  been,  for  several  years  past,  the  ]>resident  of  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and  whose  high  qualifications  are  so  well  known  and  justly  estimated  by 
the  nation. 

Our  naval  force  in  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has  continued  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Porter.     By  directions  of  the  Department,  he  has,  from  time  to  time,  dispatched  one  of  the  vessels  of  his 
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squadron  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  touch  at  Capo  Messurado,  minister  to  the  want.s  of  the  agency  there, 
and  return  by  the  usual  track  of  the  slave  ships.  None  of  these,  or  any  other  of  our  public  ships  have 
found  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  in  such  circumstances 
as  to  justify  their  being  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication.  And,  although  it  is  known  that  the  trade 
still  exists,  to  a  most  lamentable  extent,  yet,  as  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  carried  on  under  our  own  flag,  it  is 
impossibli',  with  the  existing  regulations  and  instructions,  to  atford  very  efficient  aid  in  exterminating  it. 
Tiiat  object  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  coiiiinnid  rll'ort  of  the  maritime  nations,  each  yielding  to 
the  otliors  the  facilities  necessary  to  detect  the  tiallir  umler  its  own  flag.  The  agency  for  recaptured 
Africans  has  been  maintained,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  last  year.  The  eleven  negroes  which  were 
taken  from  Captain  Chase,  at  Baltimore,  and  sent  to  the  agency,  were  restored  \i>  tlieji-  iiomes,  under  cir- 
cumstances very  gratifying  to  humanity,  and  calculated  to  produce  a  good  ell'eel  ii|ii>ii  tlieir  several  tribes. 
Tlie  near  relations  of  some  of  them  were  on  the  shore  when  they  arrived,  manifested  nuich  sensibility  at 
their  unexpected  return,  and  furnislied  sale  ni(vans  of  restoring  them  to  their  families. 

The  agent.  Dr.  Ayres,  was  coiiipelled,  liy  enfeebled  health,  to  return  to  the  United  States,  and  left 
Mr.  Ashman  as  acting  agent.  He  likewise  was  obliged,  by  the  same  cause,  to  be  absent  for  a  time; 
inconveniences  necessarily  resulted,  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  send  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gnrley  to  examine 
into  the  situation  of  the  agency,  with  directions  to  make  certain  arrangements,  should  circumstances 
require  them.  His  report,  marked  B,  with  other  papers,  will  be  annexed,  should  his  health  enable  him  to 
make  it  in  time,  and  will  show  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  agency.  The  princi|>al  dilHinlties 
which  have  been  encountered  there,  have  arisen  from  the  want  of  a  fit  position  and  suitalile  aeioinini illa- 
tions for  the  agent,  and  the  recaptured  Africans,  on  their  arrival  on  the  coast.  These  dillieulties  have 
been,  in  a  great  degree,  overcome,  and  will,  with  the  expense,  be  regularly  diminished,  as  the  establish- 
ment made  by  the  Colonization  Society  increases,  and  is  rendered  more  permanent  and  well  regulated, 
furnishing  facilities  for  all  the  objects,  for  which  the  agency  was  created.  The  expenditures  during  the 
year,  so  far  as  they  are  yet  known,  of  the  appropriation  for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade,  has 
amounted  to  $15,326.02,  and  there  remains,  of  that  fund,  a  balance  of  $47,391.39. 

The  manner  in  which  the  force  assigned  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  in  the  West  Indies,  has  been  empldyed,  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  letters  and  reports  of  Com- 
modore Porter,  marked  C.  The  aeti\ily,  /.eal,  and  enterprise  of  our  officers,  have  continued  to  command 
approbation.  All  the  vessels  have  lieeii  kept  uniformly  and  busily  employed,  where  the  danger  was 
believed  to  be  the  greatest,  except  for  short  periods,  wlic?i  the  (•'.ni'mandei'  supposed  it  necessary  that 
they  should  return  to  the  United  States,  to  receive  prnvisii.ns,  repaiis,  and  men,  and  for  other  objects 
essential  to  their  health,  comfort,  and  efficiency.  No  coiii|jlaints  have.:  reacijed  this  Department,  of  injury 
from  privateers  of  Porto  Rico,  or  other  Spanish  possessions,  mu-  have  our  cruisers  found  any  violating 
our  rights.  A  few  small  piratical  vessels,  and  some  boats,  have  been  taken,  and  establishments  broken 
up,  and  much  salutary  protection  afforded  to  our  commerce.  The  force  employed,  however,  has  been  too 
small,  constantly  to  watch  every  part  of  a  coast,  so  extensive  as  that  of  the  islands  and  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  some  piratical  depredations  have  therefore  been  committed;  but  they  are  of  a  char- 
acter, though,  perhaps,  not  less  bloody  and  fatal  to  the  sufferers,  yet  differing  widely  from  those  which 
first  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  and  the  exeitions  of  the  government.     There   are  few,  if  any, 

piratical  vessels  of  a  large  size  in  the  neighborli 1  of  Ciilia,  ami    imne  are  now  seen  at  a  distance  from 

the  land;  but  the  pirates  conceal  themselves,  with  their  Ih.ats,  in  small  eiceks,  bays,  and  inlets,  and  find- 
ing vessels  becalmed,  or  in  a  defenceless  situation,  assail  and  destroy  them.  When  discovered,  they 
readily  and  safely  retreat  into  the  country,  where  our  forces  cannot  follow,  and  by  the  plunder  which 
they  have  obtained,  and  which  they  sell  at  prices  low  and  tempting  to  the  population,  and  by  the  appre- 
hensions which  they  are  able  to  create  in  those  who  would  otherwise  give  information,  they  remain 
secure,  and  mingle,  at  pleasure,  in  the  business  of  the  towns,  and  transaetidns  of  society,  and  acquire  all 
the  information  necessary  to  accomplish  their  purposes.  Against  smli  a  system,  no  naval  force,  within 
the  control  of  this  Department,  can  afford  complete  security,  unless  aided  by  the  cordial,  unwavering  and 
energetic  co-operation  of  the  local  governments;  a  co-operation  which  would  render  their  lurking  places 
on  land  unsafe,  and  make  punishment  the  certain  consequence  of  detection.  Unless  this  co-operation 
be  obtained,  additional  means  ought  to  be  entrusted  to  the  Executive,  to  be  used  in  such  manner  as 
experience  may  dictate. 

The  health  of  the  squadron,  and  of  Tli(iiiii)siiii's  Island,  has  been  much  better  than  during  the  last 
season;  yet  many  of  our  officers,  and  among  them  Commodore  Porter,  have  suffered  severely  from  disease, 
and  several  have  dieil ;  most  of  the  latter  have  fallen  victims  to  the  necessity,  real  or  imagined,  of  visiting 
unhealthy  places  upim  shore,  which  they  were  warned  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid,  and  which  a  sense 
of  duty,  no  dniilit,  imliieod  them  to  visit.  A  list  of  those  who  have  died  during  the  year,  on  that  and 
other  stations,  will  be  annexed,  marked  D. 

Some  inijirovcments  have  been  made,  and  others  are  proposed,  at  Thompson's  Island,  by  cutting  the 
timber,  clearing  and  draining  the  ground,  and  building  store  houses,  and,  if  the  means  are  afforded,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  that  it  will  be  made  both  comparatively  comfortable  and  healthy,  before  the  next 
summer  and  fall.  A  balance  of  $26,784.69  still  remains  of  the  appropriation  of  December,  1822, 
"authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,"  but  claims  exist  against  it,  to  a 
large  amount,  which  have  not  yet  been  presented. 

Two  of  the  small  schooners,  the  Grayhound  and  the  Jackall,  purchased  under  the  authority  of  that 
act,  have  been  found  "so  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  was  not  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  repair 
them,"  and  were  disposed  of;  and  one  other,  the  Wild  Cat,  it  is  feared,  is  lost,  with  her  officers  and  crew, 
in  a  passage  from  Havana  to  Key  West. 

The  force  on  that  station  has  been  in  this  way  somewhat  reduced,  and  it  has  been  considered  expe- 
dient to  augment  it,  by  the  addition  of  the  Iri-ate  Constellation,  which  will  be  ready  to  join  it,  as  soon  as 
men  can  be  enlisted  for  the  purpose.  One  of  the  sloops-of-war,  now  in  the  Mediterranean,  will,  probably, 
be  ordered  there  in  the  spring,  should  cireumstanees  perniit. 

The  surveys  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

Competent  naval  officers,  have  been  ordered  upon  the  service.  It  was  thought  useful  to  unite  with 
them,  in  a  part  of  the  examinations,  one  or  more  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  could  not  be  effected. 

On  application  to  the  War  Department,  it  was  found  that  all  the  officers  of  that  corps  were  so 
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engaged,  as  to  prevent  the  Secretary  from  detailing  even  one  for  this  service.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that 
such  information  has,  in  the  meantime,  been  procured,  respecting  the  places  named,  except  St.  Mary's, 
as  will  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  the  law  was  passed,  should  Congress  act  upon  the  subject  at 
this  session.  Should  it  be  proposed,  however,  to  fix  upon  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  entrusting  the  selection  and  purchase  to  the  Department, 
after  further  and  satisfactory  surveys  shall  have  been  made. 

Comniddore  Stewart,  in  the  Franklin,  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  month  of  August,  having  left 
ComnKjdore  Hull,  with  the  frigate  United  States,  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  and  the  schooner  Dolphin,  in 
the  Pacific.  It  is  hoped  that  this  force  will  be  able  to  prevent  depredations  on  our  important  commerce 
in  that  sea,  and  secure  respect  for  our  flag.  Our  commerce,  however,  has  increased  so  rapidly  there,  and 
is  scattmed  over  so  large  a  space,  that  an  addition  of  one  or  more  vessels  would  be  made,  if  they  were 
within  the  control  of  the  Department. 

This  addition  will  become  indispensable,  should  the  government  be  disposed  to  make  permanent 
provisions  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  other  interests  in  the  neighborhood  of  Columbia  river, 
and  on  the  northwest  coast.  Constant  experience  shows  the  importance  of  such  augmentation  of  the 
number  of  our  vessels,  as  will  enable  the  government  to  add  to  the  force  both  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific. 
Inconveniences  are  felt,  and  losses  are  sustained,  by  our  citizens  in  both  oceans,  which  might  be 
prevented,  were  the  means  for  their  protection  enlarged. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  several  regulations  have  been  adopted  to  promote  efficiency  and  economy 
in  the  medical  and  other  departments  of  the  service,  and  some  good  is  anticipated  from  them.  It  is 
impossible,  however,  to  do  all  which  is  desired,  without  the  aid  of  Congress.  Several  laws  seem  neces- 
sary to  render  the  establishment  economical  and  efficient.  Among  them  are  those  which  were  under 
consideration  at  the  last  session,  for  building  ten  sloops-df-w  ai ,  and  reorganizing  the  navy.  To  these 
ought  to  be  added  a  revision  of  the  law  for  the  better  guvciniiiriit  nf  the  navy,  and  the  system  of  courts- 
martial.  But  especially  some  ]irovisinn  should  be  made  for  tiiu  education  and  instruction  of  the  younger 
officers.  We  have  now  the  li,i;lit  nf  fx|iciicni'c  (in  tliis  point  in  the  army,  and  its  salutary  effects  are  very 
manifest.  Instruction  is  n<it  less  necessary  to  the  navy  than  to  the  army.  I  refer  to  the  views  taken  of 
some  of  these  subjects  in  the  re|)urts  made  during  the  last  session,  and  it  will  be  my  duty  to  develop 
them  more  fully  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  imw  Ixlnie  me. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  are  submitted  in  a  rr|>ini  fium  tlie  Second  Comptroller,  marked  F,  and 
the  estimates  for  the  next  year  is  one  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  \avy,  marked  G.  In  the  latter,  it 
will  be  found  that  estimates  have  been  made  of  the  expense  of  certain  necessary  improvements  at 
Thompson's  Island,  and  for  the  repairs  of  four  of  our  frigates,  which  pnliey  and  economy  require  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  that  their  services  can  be  commanded  whenever  tliey  sliall  be  necessary. 

We  have,  at  present,  no  frigate  which  could  be  sent  to  sea,  without  large  repairs,  creating  a  delay 
which,  under  certain  circumstances,  mielit  I'c  injurious  to  the  public  interests. 

The  general  estimate  compreiiends  the  several  heads  of  expenditure,  in  the  form  supposed  to  be  best 
fitted  for  keeping  the  accounts,  with  plainness  and  accuracy,  most  easily  exiilained,  best  adapted  to  a 
rigiil  investigation  of  the  expenses  of  the  naval  service,  and,  as  far  as  iiiaclical>h\  conformed  to  the  views 
of  the  llo'.ise  of  Itepreseiitatives  at  the  last  session,  as  understood  at  the  Kepartnient.  It  is  accompanied 
by  exiilanatoiy  statements  of  the  several  items,  in  great  detail,  exhibiting  the  propriety  of  the  estimate, 
aiid  the  nei.-essiiy  of  the  appropriation. 

The  estimates  for  the  marine  corps,  with  the  explanatory  statements,  are  added  and  marked  H. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Vet^ftels  of  the  United  States  navy  in  commission — 1825. 
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C. 

Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  honorable  Benjamin  W.  Crownin shield,  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  making  certain 
inquiries  respecting  the  suppression  of  piracy,  to  which  I  submit  the  following  answer: 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  force  required,  must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  evil  to  be  repressed.  The  views  of  the  Department,  on  this  latter  point,  are  contained  in  the  annual 
report  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  communicated  by  him  to  Congress,  with  his  mes- 
sage, and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

There  have  lately  been  very  few,  if  any,  vessels  of  a  large  size,  engaged  in  piratical  depredations, 
at  a  distance  from  the  land.  The  naval  force  which  has  been  employed,  and  which  is  stated  in  the  report 
referred  to,  has  succeeded  in  driving  away,  or  destroying,  vessels  of  that  description,  and  has  thus  eifected 
the  immediate  object  for  which  it  was  created.  But  the  evil  has  assumed  another  shape,  for  which  this 
force  does  not  seem  to  be  well  fitted.  Our  vessels,  even  the  smallest,  cannot  follow  the  pirates  into  many 
of  the  creeks  and  inlets  to  which  they  resort;  this  must  always  be  done  in  boats,  which  cannot  be  carried 
by  them  in  sufficient  numbers  to  be  effectual;  nor  can  the  greater  part  of  them,  on  account  of  their  size, 
and  the  want  of  accommodations  for  water  and  stores,  remain  long  at  sea,  so  as  permanently  and  effectu- 
ally to  watch  even  the  most  suspected  places. 

I  would,  therefiiri',  respect rnlly  recoiiuni'nd  three  or  more  frigates,  or  sloops-of-war,  as  an  addition  to 
the  force  now  in  tin'  West  Imliis  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  as  a  substitute  for  the  small  vessels.  The  sloops 
would  be  as  competent  to  the  object  us  the  frigates,  and  would  be  much  less  expensive.  We  cannot, 
however,  detach  that,  or  even  a  less  number,  from  the  stations  where  they  now  are,  without  weakening 
our  squadrons  too  much. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  build  them,  which  can  be  done  in  less  time,  and  at  less  expense,  than  would 
require  to  repair  and  fit  for  sea  the  same  number  of  frigates.  Two,  or  perhaps  three,  miglit  be  finished 
in  four  or  five  months.  These  vessels  would  be  able  to  lie  or  cruise  steadily,  and  for  long  periods,  where 
their  presence  was  most  needed;  and,  being  well  provided  with  boats,  could  pursue  into  any  waters  where 
escape  was  attempted. 

In  additidii  to  this  provision,  our  officers  should  be  authorized  to  pursue  the  pirates  wherever  they 
may  fly.  The  authority  which  has  heretofore  been  given  on  this  point,  will  be  seen  by  the  extracts  from 
the  orders  to  Com.  Porter,  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  A.  The  right  to  follow  should  be  extended  to 
the  settled  as  well  as  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  islands:  and,  should  this  prove  ineffectual,  a  resort  will 
be  necessary  to  such  a  general  and  rigorous  blockade,  as  will  make  both  the  local  governments  and  their 
subjects  feel  that  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  honor,  requires  a  respect  for  our  rights,  and  the  rights  of 
humanity.  For  such  an  extremity,  the  proposed  sloops-of-war  will  be  indispensable.  What  warnings 
should  be  given,  or  demands  made  upon  Spain,  or  what  negotiations  had  with  other  governments,  before 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  is  not  my  province  to  suggest.  But,  as  these  pirates  are,  essentially,  robbers, 
living  upon  the  land,  and  not  upon  the  ocean,  if  the  local  governments  cannot,  or  will  not,  prevent  them 
from  inflicting  such  serious  injuries  upon  us,  we  must  seek  them  where  they  are  to  be  found,  and  so  pun- 
ish them,  as  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  their  crimes. 

Should  the  foregoing  suggestions  be  adopted,  a  law  would  be  necessary,  authorizing  the  building  of 
the  sloops-of-war,  with  an  appropriation  of  $85,000  for  the  cost  of  each,  and  $61,086.50  for  the  annual 
support  of  each.  Or  the  sums  mentioned  may  be  added  to  the  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  navy;  the 
amount  for  building,  under  the  head  of  building  and  repairs  of  vessels;  and  the  other  under  those  of 

Pay  and  subsistence $31 ,391  50 

Provisions 15,695  00 

Repairs,  including  wear  and  tear 12,000  00 

Hospital  stores  and  medicine 2 ,  000  00 

$61,086  50 


In  answer  to  your  inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  not  believed  to  be  proper  to 
designate,  in  any  act  of  Congress,  the  disposition  of  the  force;  the  only  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
apprise  the  pirates  more  fully  of  the  mode  and  place  of  attack,  and  thus  enable  them  more  surely  to 
escape. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  any  naval  force  which  we  can  apply  to  this  object,  will  not  be  sufficiently 
extensive  to  cover,  at  all  times,  every  part  of  the  shores  of  the  islands  and  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  that 
some  merchant  vessels  may,  and  probably  will  be  caught,  without  other  protection  than  that  which  their 
own  strength  affords.  Hence,  the  suggestion  of  arming  them  is  very  obvious,  and  has  been  frequently 
made.  The  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  it,  however,  are  equally  obvious.  No  sufficient  pledge  can  be 
given,  that  some  of  them,  if  armed,  and  feeling  their  power,  would  not  abuse  it;  and,  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  West  Indies,  and  countries  south  of  us,  endanger  our  friendly  relations,  and  commit  acts 
almost  as  much  to  be  deprecated,  as  those  against  which  we  are  attempting  to  guard.  The  natural  state 
of  merchant  vessels  is  the  peaceful  and  unarmed  state;  and  allliou.^li  iieimission  to  arm  might,  in  this 
instance,  free  them  from  some  of  the  evils  to  which  they  would  l>c  cxiioseil  willii.ut  such  authority,  yet  it 
is  believed  that  few,  whose  only  object  is  fair  commerce,  would  avail  tlicinsil  vcs  nf  the  legal  privilege. 
The  expense  and  inconvenience  of  arming  is  great,  and  would  l>c  illy  iMune  by  a  large  part  of  the  com- 
merce now  carried  on,  in  that  quarter,  in  American  vessels.  The  daii-cr  does  not  seem  to  be  considered 
so  urgent  as  to  compel  them  to  do  it.  Convoy  has  been  often  de.lnieil,  rather  than  submit  to  slight 
delays,  or  changes  in  the  course  of  the  vessel;  and  it  is  understood,  thai  insurance  is  unusually  low,  and 
that  the  offices  add  little,  if  anything,  on  account  of  this  risk.  It  may  be  effected  to  the  West  Indies,  at 
one  percent,  on  the  outward,  and  one  on  the  homeward  voyage;  and,  in  some  instances,  at  one  and  a  half, 
embracing  both,  which  is  below  the  actual  expense  of  arming. 

It  has  been  sometimes  proposed  that  the  expense  should  be  met  by  the  government,  and  protection 
afforded,  by  placing  on  board  each  vessel  a  number  of  marines,  or  soldiers;  but  this  plan  will  at  once  be 
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perceived  to  be  impracticable,  when  the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  is  considered,  with  the  different 
routes  which  they  pursue,  and  the  times  at  wliich  they  sail.  The  remedy  must  be  extremely  partial,  or 
the  expense  enormous.  The  whole  marine  corps  would,  probably,  not  equal  one-fifth  of  what  would  be 
required  for  a  suflScient  and  equal  distribution  among  all. 

It  has  also  been  proposed  to  furnish  convoy  at  stated  periods.  This  eoiiia  lie  done  at  jicriods  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  days,  from  some  position  on  our  coast,  to  some  point  which  is  considered  lieyond  tlie 
danger.  But  to  this  there  are,  also,  obvious  objections.  It  would  employ  all  our  force  in  the  Atlantic 
and  prevent  attention  to  other  objects;  an  evil  of  too  serious  a  magnitude  to  be  encountered  It  would 
be  impossible  to  extend  the  convoy  throughout  the  whole  cruise;  and  stopping  at  a  given  point,  the  pirates 
would  immediately  transfer  and  renew  their  attacks  beyond  that  point,  where  the  vessels  would,  in  that 
case,  be  more  unprotected  than  they  now  are.  It  would  also  destroy  competition  of  enterprise  among 
our  merchants,  and  confine  them  all  to  the  same  time  and  course  of  navigation,  an  evil  which  they  well 
know  how  to  estimate.     They  would  not  u(rc|it  your  in-otcctioii  at  such  a  price. 

I  do  not,  then,  perceive,  in  any  of  tlic  siiL^-vstions  wlmli  ha\r  lieen  presented  to  my  mind,  so  cheap, 
efficient,  and  certain  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  us  that  whirh  1  have  |iirlerred;  and,  if  it  be  adopted,  we  shall, 
after  the  proposed  vessels  aio  )irepared,  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  small  schooners  now  employed  in 
the  West  Indies  and  (iulf  of  .Mexico;  a  force  which  has  been  found  exceedingly  expensive,  and  injurious 
to  the  discipline  and  rlliciincv  of  the  service. 

I  urn,  vi-ry  respectliilly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Ejiract.-^  of  a  Mtrr  to  the  lionorahlc  Jamea  Lloyd,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  A^aial  Aff'airn,  of  tiie  Senate, 
dated  December  29',  ISU. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  there  are  no  'cases  of  iiractical  .leprodaf ions,  or  other  information 
on  the  subject,' in  the  possession  of  the  Dejiartnieiit,  wliicli  are  not  rclnivd  to  in  the  report  accompanying 
the  President's  message  to  Congress." 

"No  reports  of  cases  have  been  received,  except  those  made  by  naval  officers,  of  such  as  have  come, 
in  some  way,  under  their  own  observation.  No  memorandum  has  been  kept  of  the  cases  detailed  in  the 
public  journals,  but  some  of  them  have,  occasionally,  been  enclosed  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
station,  to  afford  him  information  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties." 

"The  'additional  means  alluded'  to,  as  proper  to  be  entrusted  to  the  Executive,  if  an  efficient 
co-operation  of  the  local  governments  could  not  be  obtained,  were,  three  or  four  frigates  or  sloops-of-war, 
with  boats  for  pursuit  of  the  pirates;  authority  to  pursue  them,  wherever  they  might  attempt  to  escape, 
and  authority  to  enforce  a  rigorous  blockade,  if  other  efforts  should  prove  ineffectual." 

"I  have  not  supposed  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  authorize,  by  law,  our  merchant  vessels  to  arm. 
Should  Congress  entertain  a  different  opinion  on  this  point,  and  pass  a  law  on  the  subject,  it  sliould 
embrace  'provisions  and  restrictions'  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the  'Act 
to  authorize  the  defence  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  against  French  depredations, 
passed  25th  June,  179S.'  " 


Pu-jjort  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Tteiatiomt,  of  the  Senate,  on  so  miirli  (f  tlie  President's  message  as  relates 
to  piracy.     Janiianj  10,  1S25. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  submit  a  report  on  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  piracies: 

That  our  commerce,  for  years,  lias  lieeii  harassed,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens  destroyed  by  pirates 
issuing  from  the  colonies  of  Spain,  in  the  West  Indies,  is  a  fact  derived  not  onlj'  from  the  message  of 
the  President,  but  is  of  nniveisal  notoriety.  These  outrages  have  been  so  long  and  so  often  repeated, 
and  marked  with  such  atrocious  cireimistanees,  that  a  detail  of  the  ]ianieiilar  eases  would  be  as  imprac- 
ticable as  unnecessary.  Oiii-  .i;o\(iiiiiient,  with  a  view  to  protect  our  eili/.eiis,  has  resorted  to  the  means 
within  tlieii-  ])o\ver,  by  stationing  a  naval  force  near  the  places  where  tiie  pirates  resort — a  nieasur<'  also 
j)ursue.|  by  other  powers.  Every  effort,  heretofore,  has  been  unavailing,  to  put  an  end  to  these  atioeities. 
Tliese  (1(  spi  radoes,  acquiring  confidence  from  impunity,  becoming  more  ferocious  from  haliit,  and  multi- 
lil_>in,i;-  by  iceniits  from  the  most  abandoned  of  otiier  nations,  threaten  the  most  disastrous  mischiefs, 
justly  alainiing  to  that  liighly  valuable  and  most  respeelalile  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  whose  pursuits 
are  on  llie  bi^li  seas.  It  is  manifest,  as  well  IVom  fai'ts  (leri\'eil  IVoni  other  sources  as  from  the  message 
of  the  I'resideiit,  tlnit  a  continuance  of  this  evil  is  ascribabic  to  the  asylum  aftbrded  the  banditti  in  the 
eolonies  of  Spain,  'flie  government  of  the  United  States,  cherishing  the  most  amicable  disposition 
towarils  Spain,  lias  ])resented  the  subject,  with  great  earnestness,  to  the  Spanish  government,  demanding 
reparation  lor  the  |iast  and  seeiirit v'for  the  firtnr(>.  To  tliese  reiterati'd  reinoiistranees,  no  answer  was 
retiinie.l  till  v.'iv  neenllv,  and  to  t'his  dav,  all  that  has  been  obtained  is  a  pnnnise  o'i  a  satisfactory 
answer  t..  111.'  applieatioiis  of  the  ( iov.a-innent  ..I'  the  Cnited  Stales;  allhough  Spain  has  been  solemnly 
warned  that,  it  she  did  not  promptly  acquit  herself  of  her  obligations  to  us  on  this  suLiji'ct,  our  govern- 
ment would  be  constrained,  from  the  nature  of  the  outrages,  to  become  its  own  avenger,  and,  availing 
itself  of  its  own  resources,  protect  the  commerce  and  lives  of  the  American  citizens  from  destiaiction. 
In  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation,  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  local  authorities,  accompanied  with  a 
request,  that  if,  from  weakness,  they  were  unable  to  exienninali'  the  hordes  of  banditti  who  took  shelter 
from  pursuit  within  their  lei-ritories,  thai  peiiuission  might  be  given  to  our  forces  to  ]iiii-siie  them  on  land. 

This  has  III  ell  ileiiieil,  on  the  vain  punelilio  of  national  dignitv.  The  posture  in  whieli  .'^pain  now 
Stands,  is  thai  of  lonnivanee  in  these  injuries,  or  ineaiiaeity  to  prevent  them.  "A  sovcnvign  who  refuses 
to  cause  reparati..n  to   l>e   made  of  the   damages   caused   by  his    subject,    or    to  imiiish   the   guilty,  ov,  in 


1825." 
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short,  to  deliver  liiin  up,  renders  himself  an  accomplice  in  the  injury,  and  becomes  responsible  for  it." 
If  the  committee  wore  of  opinion  that  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  was  willful,  and  not  the  result  of 
inability,  they  would,  with  a  full  view  of  all  the  consoqucnccs  which  the  measure  involves,  at  once 
recommend  an  appeal  to  the  last  resort  of  nations  ;i;_;uiiist  Spain,  and  all  her  di.'pi'ii.li'U'ies.  But,  believ- 
ing, as  they  do,  that  courtesy  requires  that  her  reiiisa!  tn  do  justice  should  1""  phiciMl  ,,ii  the  ground  of 
inability — an  inability  resulting  from  causes  whic:h  the  enminittce  intentionally  IVuljear  tu  enuuierate,  they 
content  themselves  with  recommending  only  such  measures  as  are  believed  to  be  indispensable  efJectually 
to  roach  the  mischief.  And  hence  they  beg  leave  to  present  a  bill  with  suitable  provisions  for  the  end 
dcsi"-ned. 


Report  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Navy  Dep.vrtment,  January  12,  182.'3. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  present  the  following  repo'rt,  in  answer  to  two  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  piracies;  omq  of  which  was  passed  on  the  21st 
of  December,  1824,  and  the  other  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month: 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  20th  of  Deceml.ier,  1822,  "  authorizing  an  additional 
naval  force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,"  the  vessels  contemplated  in  that  act  were  purchased  and  pre- 
pared for  sea,  and,  with  others,  placed  under  the  eonimand  of  Captain  David  Porter.  They  consisted  of 
the  sloops  John  Adams  and  Hornet,  the  hrig  Spark,  the  schooners  Porpoise,  Grampus,  Alligator,  and 
Shark;  the  Sea  Gull,  and  eight  small  scliii.uicrs;  live  barges,  and  one  transport  ship;  in  all,  seventeen 
vessels,  of  difterent  sizes,  besides  the  bar.^-es. 

On  the  14th  day  of  February,  1823,  Captain  Porter  sailed  fi-oiii  the  Uiiited  States,  under  orders  dated 
the  1st  .>f  iMdiruary,  1823,  a  copy  of  which  is  aiiiiexod  to  lljis  report,  and  marked  A. 

Thi' iiianiier  in  which  Captain  Porter  has  iierforiiied  the  duty  assi-ncd  him,  and  the  "information" 
received  IVom  him,  will  be  seen  by  the  reports  from  lliis  Dopartiuml  to  ihi'  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  communicated  by  him,  with  his  message,  at  the  eoinmencement  of  the  last  and  present  session  of 
Congress;  and  by  paper  marked  B,  which  was  unintentionally  omitted  in  the  report  from  this  Department 
on  the  first  of  December  last. 

All  the  vessels  above  enumerated  except  four,  have  been  uniformly  employed  in  the  object,  so  far  as 
their  size  and  the  necessity  of  occasional  returns  into  port  tor  stores  and  repairs  would  permit.  Of  the 
four  vessels  above  alluded  to,  the  Alligator  and  Wild  Cat  have  been  lost,  and  the  Grayhound  and  Jackall 
were  sold,  "  being  so  much  out  of  repair  that  it  was  not  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  repair 
the  same." 

There  are  now  employed  in  the  AVest  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  thirteen  vessels  and  five  barges; 
and  the  frigate  Constellation  will  join  the  squadron  in  a  few  days,  her  crew  being  nearly  completed.  The 
disposition  of  the  force  has  been  left  principally  to  the  commanding  officer,  who,  being  in  the  region  where 
its  services  were  required,  was  l)est  able  to  judge  of  the  positions  in  which  the  vessels  should  be  placed, 
and  the  particular  duties  each  should  perforin. 

The  pajters  henniith  tiaiismittiMl.  marked  C  and  D,  having  been  written  in  ansAver  to  letters  from 
the  chairman  of  the  ( 'ouniiitiees  mi  Naval  Atfaiis  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  it  appears  to  be  proper  to  coniiiiiinicato  them  as  part  of  the  report  from   this  Kepartment. 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  PEEsmEXT  (f  the  United  States. 


j\[e^!<nrie  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  two  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  the  first  of  the  21st  and  the  second  of  the  28iJ 
December  last,  requesting  information  res|ie(ting  the  injuries  which  have  been  sustained  by  our  citizens 
by  piratical  depredations,  and  other  details  eonneeled  therewith;  and  requesting,  also,  information  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  tiie  supiMissioii  of  piracy;  and  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, it  will  not  be  necessary  to  adopt  otiier  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object;  and,  in  that 
event,  what  other  means  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  recur  to;  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  likewise  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  documents  referred  to  in 
each.  ^ 

On  the  very  important  (piestion  subniitted  to  the  Kxeeutive,  as  to  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  other 
more  effectual  means  for  the  suppression  of  a  piaetiee  so  distructive  of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citi- 
zens, I  have  to  observe,  that  tlirei,'  expe(Jients  occur:  one  liy  tlie  pursuit  of  the  offenders  to  the  settled  as 
well  as  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  island  from  whence  they  issue;  another,  by  reprisal  on  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants;  and  a  third,  by  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  those  islands.  It  will  be  obvious  that 
neither  of  these  measures  can  be  resorted  to,  in  a  spirit  of  amity  with  Spain,  otherwise  than  in  a  firm 
belief  tliat  neither  the  government  of  Spain,  nor  the  government  of  either  of  the  islands,  lias  the  jiower 
to  suppress  that  atrocious  practice,  and  that  the  United  States  interpose  their  aid  for  the  accomplishment 
of  an  object  wliich  is  of  equal  importance  to  them  as  well  as  to  us.  Acting  on  this  principle,  the  facts 
which  justify  the  proceeding  being  universally  known  and  felt  by  all  engaged  in  commerce  in  that  sea,  it 
may  fairly  be  presumed,  that  neitiier  will  the  government  of  Spain,  nor  the  government  of  either  of  those 
islands,  complain  of  a  resort  to  eilhei-  of  those  measures,  or  to  all  of  them,  should  such  resort  be  neces- 
sary. It  is  theref  Jie  siig--esleil,  (hat  a  power,  eommensurate  with  either  resource,  be  granted  to  the 
Executive,  to  be  exeieise.l  aeeoidin^;-  I' I  his  discretion,  and  as  circumstances  may  imperiously  require.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  manil'estalion  of  a  poliey  so  deeisi\e  will  produce  the  happiest  result — that  it  will  rid 
these  seas  and  this  hemisphere  of  this  practice.  'J'his  hope  is  strengthened  by  the  belief  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain,  and  the  governments  of  the  islands,  particularly  of  Cuba,  whose  chief  is  known  here,  will 
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faithfully  co-operate  in  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomplislmiont  of  this  very  important 
object.  To  secure  such  co-operation  will  be  the  earnest  desire,  and,  of  course,  the  zealous  and  persever- 
ing effort,  of  the  Executive. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
AV.\SHi.\GTOX,  January  13,   1825. 


Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  of  the  House  of  Rejwesentatives,  on  a  resolution  of  the  House  cf 
Rej)resentatims  of  9th  December,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  exjiediency  of  jyroviding  an  addi- 
tional naval  force,  and  other  means  for  the  suppression  of  inracy.     January  25th,  1825. 

That  they  have  hud  tlio  snl)jects  proposed  in  the  said  resolution  under  their  consideration,  and  have 
made  dilig-ent  inquiry  intu  the  operations  of  our  naval  force,  which,  for  the  last  two  years,  has  been 
eni|iliiyo(l  in  tlic  tiulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  llw  snii|iii'ssion  of  piracy.  In 
this  iuv<'slinati(iu  they  feel  a  satisfaction  in  stating  that  the  means  employed  \i-avv  (lis|]]ayed  the  vigilance 
of  the  guvermiient,  and  the  activity,  zeal,  and  devotion  of  the  officers  and  seaineii  who  have  been  assign- 
ed to  that  perilous  service;  perilous,  not  from  the  numbers  or  courage  of  the  enemy,  but  from  the  delete- 
rious effects  of  a  tropical  climate  upon  natives  of  a  more  temperate  region.  The  vessels  procured  for  this 
service  were  better  adapted  to  a  short  expedition,  than  to  long  and  tedious  cruises.  They  were  too  small 
to  afford  the  room  necessary  to  preserve  the  discipline  and  health  of  the  officers  and  seamen  assigned  to 
them;  yet,  they  enabled  the  commander  to  scour  the  coast,  to  penetrate  into  the  shoal  waters  of  the  creeks 
and  inlets,  to  tlie  very  margin  of  the  land;  and,  in  effect,  the  pirates  have  literally  been  driven  from  tlie 
ocean,  and  cdulincd  to  tlicir  fastnesses  and  haunts  upon  the  land.  Accordingly,  their  principal  depreda- 
tions, I'oi-  the  last  twelve  or  tifteeii  mouths,  have  been  Confined  to  occasional  sallies  in  boats  and  small 
craft,  witliin  one  or  two  jea-nes  of  the  shore.  While  these  depredations,  however,  have  been  more  limit- 
ed in  extent  and  niiiiiliei-,  tliey  liave  more  frequently  been  attended  witli  the  most  desperate  and  sanguin- 
ary destruction  of  the  li\-es  of  the  unfortunate  victims. 

It  becomes  necessary  for  flie  government  to  adapt  the  force  to  tlie  existing  character  of  the  evil;  and 
the  conunittee  are  of  opinion  tliat  tfie  best  species  of  force  %vhich  can  be  eiiqiloyed  in  future,  while  the 
piracies  are  confined  to  small  craft,  are  the  boats  and  launches  whieh  are  attached  to  lar-cr  Ncsseis. 
Sloops-of-war  of  tlie  larg(>st  class  may  be  well  provided  with  launclies  and  boais,  ol'  A\hieh  se\eral  might 
be  constantly  enijiloyed  iii  ferreting  out  thest'  maraudei-s,  an<l  fjringiiig  them  to  .oiidign  jiunishment. 

But  tlie'eoininittee  ai'e  of  ojiiiiiou  ihat,  though  the  addition  of'tliree  or  four  sloop's  to  our  West  India 
squadron,  migiit,  liy  constant  \  igiiaiiee,  allord  great  additional  seeurity  t(j  our  eonimerce  and  those 
engaged  in  it,  yet  tiiey  have  reflected  that  tliese  plunderers  easily  transfer  tiiemselves  from  one  island  to 
another;  and  when  eflectually  hunted  from  one  of  their  haunts,  they  are  speedily  found  in  parts  where 
the  unarmed  trader,  having  no  protection  or  means  of  defence,  becomes  an  easy  prey.  They  have,  also, 
recurred  to  several  instances,  where  a  resolute  resistance  by  a  small  crew  of  intrepid  seamen  has  repelled 
the  assailants,  even  when  the  disiiaiiiy  of  toiee  might  have  been  expected  to  produce  a  different  issue. 
From  which  it  is  manifest,  that  those  wicieiii's,  who  assume  the  vocation  of  pirates,  are  as  dastardly  as 
they  are  cruel,  and  may  be  generally  repelled  by  a  well  armed  crew,  though  not  much  exceeding  the 
usual  coniplenK'nt  of  the  vessel. 

The  .opinion  has  been  expressed  in  some  of  the  memorials  of  our  prineiiud  cities,  that  the  iiermission 
to  tlie  merchants  to  prepare  a  suitable  aruiaiueut  for  their  defence,  wuufd  Ijc  embraced  at  least  to  a  suf- 
ficient extent  to  deter,  iu  many  instances,  the  attacks  of  boats  from  the  shore,  or  to  repel  the  foe  in  ease 
he  should  attempt  to  carry  by  boarding.  The  committee  believe,  that  if  a  considerable  number  of  trading- 
vessels  should  provide  themselves  for  resistance,  and  a  few  instances  of  successful  resistance  should  be 
the  eonseqiienee,  the  elfect  Would  be  highly  salutary,  and  would  greatly  discourage  these  banditti,  by  ren- 
dering their  \(,eatioii  dangerous  and  fruitless.  They  are  aware  tliat  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies  is 
attended  with  too  small  profit  to  warrant  any  considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  merchants  and 
owners  of  vessels:  and,  as  the  protection  of  trade  is  the  duty  of  the  government,  as  well  as  required  for 
the  prosperity  of  our  revenue  and  general  resources,  they  Therefore  deem  it  sound  policy  to  rely  upon  this 
measure  merely  as  auxiliary  to  the  most  energetic  efforts;  and  to  the  ample  means  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Exeeutive. 

The  coniniiltee  have  not  overlooked  the  notorious  fact,  that  the  local  authorities  of  the  West  India 
islands,  particularly  those  of  t'lilui  and  I'orto  Rico,  have  allonled  shelter  and  protection  to  the  pirates, 
and  have  given  a  character  of  boldness  to  the  enterprises,  which  it  may  be  impossible  wholly  to  repress 
without  resorting  to  measures  which  may  induce  those  authorities  to  unite  their  means  in  earnest  in  the 
extirpation  of  those  foes  of  the  human  race.  Whatever. may  he  the  personal  feelings  of  some  of  the 
local  governors,  they  may,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult  to  restrain  the  cupidity  by  which  a  great  porticm  of 
the  community  are  so  completely  demoralized.  In  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  a  species  of  legalized  jilunder 
has  been  for  several  years  tolerated,  if  not  encouraged,  by  the  chiefs  of  tlie  island,  which,  if  not  so  san- 
guinary as  in  other  cases,  has,  in  other  respects,  differed  but  little  from  ordinary  piracy.  It  belongs 
rather  to  the  duty  of  another  committee  to  devise  means  suitable  to  meet  an  exigency  so  singular,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  demanding  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  measures. 

While  the  utmost  circTmis|)ection  should  lie  employed,  in  maintaining  the  rights  and  dignity  of  our 
country,  not  to  violate  those  of  other  nations,  it  c-annot  be  denied,  that  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  the 
letter  nf  national  law,  in  regai<l  to  the  territories  under  the  nominal  jurisdiction  of  a  nation  remote  from 
tin;  scenes  of  action,  distracted  and  feeble  at  home,  and  scarcely  felt  or  feared  in  her  remote  islands  and 
colonies,  must  amount  to  an  indefinite  denial  of  redress  to  our  own  citizens;  must  emliolden  injustice  and 
violenct',  and  im|ied<' or  frustrate  the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  our  naval  force  in  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  against  such  an  unhallowed  combination  of  local  jurisdiction  and  desperate  outlaws. 

The  committee  forliear  to  indicate  the  course  which  alone  remains  to  remedy  these  outrages  uiion  our 
rights  and  our  dignity,  not  doiihting  that,  from  another  source,  we  may  soon  see  snhndtted,  a  plan  \\  liicli 
compiu'ts  with  (uu' justice  ami  moderation,  as  well  as  with  our  interest  and  security. 

They  respectfully  siibuiit  a  bill,  in  conformity  with  these  views,  for  the  considerati(m  of  the  House. 
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Eeport  of  the  Committm  of  Foreign  Belations,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  piracij  and  outrages  on 
American  commerce  by  Spanish  jyr-ivateeis.    January  Slst,  1825. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  so  mncli  of  the  President's  message  to 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  present  scesion,  as  relates  to  piracy  and.  the  outrages  committed  upon  our 
commerce  by  vessels  bearing  Syiaiiish  (■(iiiiiiiissiuns,  and  the  memorials  from  diflferent  quarters  of  the 
Union  on  the  same  subjects,  availiiiu'  (liniisclvcs  ol'  Die  document  accompanying  the  President's  message 
to  the  Senate,  of  the  13th  JanTtary,  \vhirh  have  lucn  printed  by  order  of  that  body,  present  to  the  House 
the  result  of  their  ddilKM-alidiis  iiJkui  tlir  siilijc-t  siiliiiiiltcd  to  them: 

From  the  ( iiii'iii-ciiifiit  nl'  ihc  revolution,  wliich  has  terminated  in  the  separation  of  Spanish  Con- 
tinental Aiiieiiea  lidiii  oM  S|iaiii,  tlie  coniiiieice  of  the  I'liiled  States,  in  common  with  that  of  all  other 
nations,  lias  sulVrreil  riV(|ii.Mit  outrages  IVom  (he  vessels  of  the  adverse  parti.-s,    duly  eonuiiissi..iied,  with 

doulitlul  ( iniissions,  ami  fVuui  piiaK's  who  sou-lit  to  conceal  their  true  eliaiaeioi'  i.y  llie  u>e  ,,r  the  flag 

of  some  one  (j1' the  l)el!i,i;-eraiil  s.  Constant  ell'oiis  have  been  made  by  this  ,u'o\-ei-nnieiit  to  |-eili-.:ss  injiu-ies 
suffered,  and  to  prevent  i'utuic  outra,i;-e.  ('on,m-ess  have,  nt  all  times,  been  prepared  to  give,  and  have 
afforded  all  the  means  neeessaiy  lor  these  pur[ioses  within  tlieir  province. 

The  act  of  the  third  of  ,M.ar<li,  isi'.i,  was  passed  specially  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  punish  the  ninie  .if  piraey.  It  gave  to  the  President  power  (a  ]inwer,  linwever,  which  the 
President  p.>ssesses  without  an  aet  of 't'onn-ress)  to  employ  the  puhlic  arnie.l  vessels  of  the  rnite<l  Slates 
to  protect  our  inerehant  \-essels  and  tlieir  erews  from  piratical  ag.L^icssion  and  depreilation,  to  authorize 
the  detention,  capture,  and  trial,  of  any  anued  vessels  which  atfeni[)ted  any  piratical  deiiredat  ion,  seareli, 
seizure,  or  restraint  of  an  American  vessel.  It  authorized  our  merchant  vessels  to  capture  aimed  slii|i;s 
not  commissioned  by  a  friendly  power,  and  to  recapture  vessels  taken  by  them,  and  it  directed  the  <on- 
demnation  of  the  vessels  so  captured  or  recaptured;  it  provided  for  the  punishment  of  the  pirates,  wlien 
convicted  by  the  competent  tribunals.  This  act  was  limited  to  one  year,  but  was  continued  in  force  by 
the  act  of  May  15,  1820,  for  two  years,  and  the  first  four  sections  made  perpetual  by  the  act  of  the  30th 
January,  1823. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  constitutional  government  in  old  Spain,  in  March,  1820,  inspired  the 
strongest  liupe  that  the  contest  between  Spain  and  Spanish  Continental  America  would  be  soon  amicably 
ternuuated  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  parties  at  war,  to  the  commercial  and  civilized  world,  and  to 
all  the  lovers  of  humanity,  justice  and  liberty.  The  first  movements  of  the  regenerated  government 
promised  a  speedy  realization  of  this  hope. 

The  Cortes  of  Spain  directed  negotiations  to  be  opened  with  Spanish  America;  commissioners  were 
appointed;  but  the  contending  parties  did  not  take  the  same  view  of  the  gn^at  (piestions  lietweeu  them, 
old  Spain  would  not  admit  the  recounition  of  the  independence  of  the  S]>anish  Aniiaican  u'overnnieiit.s 
as  the  basis  of  negotiation;  and  the  .Spanish  American  governments  would  not,  negoi  iati.' without  that 
preliminary  recognition.  While  these  abortive  attempts  at  negotiation  were  made,  there  was  a  tempo- 
rary cessation  of  hostilities  in  Venezuela.  The  war,  however,  was  renewed  in  Venezuela  before  the 
negotiations  were  broken  off.  Fortune  favored  the  Americans,  and  the  European  Spaniards  were  driven 
from  the  continent.  During  this  desperate  contest.  General  Morales,  the  commander  of  the  Spanish 
forces,  issued  his  extraordinary  proclamation,  declaring  a  coast  of  twelve  hundred  miles  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  interdicting  all  foreign  commerce  with  the  Spanish  main,  as  inconsistent  with  the  colonial 
law  of  old  Spain.  This  proclamation  has  been  the  fruitful  source  of  most  of  the  evils  since  suffered  by 
all  commercial  nations  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Numerous  pirates,  and  swarms  of 
privateersmen  (subsequently  degenerated  into  pirates),  have  preyed  upon  all  neutral  commerce.  Protec- 
tion to  that  of  tlie  Uniteil  States  should  have  been,  if  it  has  not  been,  afforded,  against  pirates,  by  the 
use  of  all  the  necessary  means  under  the  loutrol  of  the  Executive — by  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the  naval 
power;  by  incessant  w  aldifidness  on  the  seas,  and  on  the  coasts  infested  by  them;  rigorous  examination 
of  all  suspected  vessels  of  e\erv  size;  ardent  pursuitof  the  persons  found  jloiiranlf  ilrjniu,  wherever  they 
sought  refuge;  careful  prosecution,  before  the  competent  tribunals,  of  all  tiie  accused  who  \vcre  taken; 
unrelenting  severity  in  inllictiiig  punishment,  where  guilt  was  judicially  estahlished,— a-ainst  privateers- 
men, by  appeals  to  the  government  of  Spain,  requiring,  immediately,  redress  for  tin'  ]iast.  and  security 
for  the  future;  if  made  in  vain,  application  shoidd  have  been  made  to  Congress  to  authori/.e  reprisals,  or 
to  declare  war,  as  the  extent  of  the  injury  and  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Syianish  government 
should  have  required.  A  further  reference,  however,  to  the  past  would  not  be  useful.  For  tlie  present, 
and  for  the  future,  if  legislative  provisions  are  necessary,  they  should  be  made. 

Piracy  at  present  exists  in  the  same  form  as  in  the  year  1822,  when  a  species  of  naval  force,  supposed 
to  be  particularly  adapted  to  suppress  it,  was  placed  at  the  disijusal  of  the  Executive.  This  foi-ce  was 
belijsved  to  have  answered  the  expectations  entertaiiie(i  of  it,  as  the  President,  at  the  opening  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  announccil  that  "it  had  lieen  eminently  successful  in  the  accomplishment  of  its 
objects."  If  further  experience  has  shown  that  this  spccacs  of  foice  is  inadi^inate  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object,  and  that  another  may  he  advantageously  substituted,  there  can  he  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  the  substitution.  This  is  a  point,  lio\ve\.'r.  that  tiie  conimitt.'c  do  not  consider  it  their  duty  to  exam- 
ine; it  belongs  properly  to  another  coinmitti'e,  the  ri'sult  of  whose  delilieralions  upon  it  lias  been  already 
presented  to  the  House.  The  merchants  ..f  the  I'nited  States,  who  have,  with  the  exception  nt'  our  sea- 
men, the  deepest  interest  in  this  subject,  sugg<'st  the  propriety  of  sufleiing  lhi>  owners  of  vessels  to  arm 
for  their  own  defence.  There  is  no  law  forbidding  such  defensive  arinaineiit,  nor  is  any  law  required  to 
justify  it.  It  is,  however,  asserted  that  tlie  restraints  upon  the  armament  of  merchant  vessels  are  incon- 
venient and  oppri.'ssive,  and  that  tlie^y  ought  to  be  removed.  The  only  provision  on  this  subject  is  that 
which  requires  lioud  and  security  to  he  given  to  prevent  an  unlawful  use  of  the  armed  vessel;  a  provision 
which  should  not  he  changed  -  an  adherence  to  which  the  best  interest  of  commerce  requires. 

The  pr.i]iiicty  of  anthori/.iin;-   hylaw   the  pursuit  of  the  pirates  on  land  has   also  been  a  subject  of 

consideration.     The  comniitt lo  n.'.l  deem  an  aet  of  Congress  for  this  purpose  necessary.     The  rule  of 

international  law  is,  that  fugitives  from  the  justice-  of  one  nation  are  to  be  considered  in  another  as  stran- 
gers entitled  to  protection,  and  lia\-ing  a  li-lit  of  residence — on  the  common  principle  that  no  nation  has 
a  right  to  punish  a  person  who  has  not  oll'ended  its.df,  nor  is  it  bound  to  assist  its  neighlior  in  the  execu- 
tion of  its  criminal  laws.  Pirates  are  criminals  against  all  nations,  punishable  in  Overj^  tribunal;  the 
common  enemies  of  mankind;  the  duty  of  all  nations  and  every  man  is,  to  hunt  them  down,  tliat  they 
may  be  delivered  up  to  offended  justice.     Fresh  pursuit  of  enemies  into  the  territory  of  a  common  friend, 
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is  not  univer.sally  admitted  to  be  a  right  of  war.  Powerful  nations  never  permit  feeble  neighbors  to  enter 
their  territory  for  this  purpose;  but  enter  withoiit  scruple  in  pursuit  of  their  enemies,  the  territory  of 
such  neighbors,  unless  restrained  by  the  apprehension  that  the  mutual  friend  seeks  a  fair  occasion  to 
become  an  ally  against  them  in  the  war.  Practically,  the  question  is  one  not  of  right,  but  d'  relative 
power.  The  pursuit  of  a  mutual  enemy  into  the  territory  of  a  friendly  or  allied  power,  is  a  ri-lit  I'f  war; 
it  cannot  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  power;  it  confers  a  favor,  and  imposes  upon 
him  an  obligation  of  gratitude. 

The  comm(  n  enemy  cannot  avail  hiiusclf  of  the  jirotection  of  the  territory  of  the  third  power,  but  by 
surrendering  himself  as  prisoner  of  war;  and  in  that  event,  if  the  force  of  the  pursuer  was  the  cause  of 
the  surrender,  the  pursuer  might  riglitfullj'  claim  the  benefit  of  the  surrender.  Under  this  rule,  the 
pursuit  and  capture  of  pirates  anywhere,  and  everywhere,  may  be  justified.  The  Executive  has  acted 
upon  it.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  our  naval  commanders  to  pursue  and  capture,  on  8]>anish 
territiii y,  pirates  who  seek  refuge  or  concealment  there.  The  government  of  Spain  has  been  duly  warned 
of  the  exisieiice  of  these  Orders;  it  knows  that  they  will  be  obeyed.  No  remonstrance  has  lieeii  maile  by 
it;  no  iilijeetiens  have,  as  far  as  the  committee  have  been  informed,  been  urged.  The  ae(|uieseen(-e  of 
Sjiain  is  all  that  should  bo  desired.  A  distinction  is  supposed  to  exist  between  ]iursnit  nl'  pirates  on 
lands  uninhabited,  and  those  inliabitcd;  and  it  is  imagined  that  the  authority  of  ('oii-ress  is  necessary 
to  justify  iiursuit  in  the  latter  case,  wliile,  in  the  former,  the  power  of  tlie  Executive  is  alone  sullicient.  The 
committee  do  not  admit  the  correctness  of  this  distinction.  Fresh  pursuit  is  justifiable  in  cither  case,  if 
necessary  to  the  capture  of  the  pirate.  There  is  greater  danger  of  collision  with  the  friendly  power, 
when  the  object  of  pursuit  flies  into  a  settled  country,  and  greater  care  is  requisite  to  avoid  giving 
ofTeiice;  but  the  same  principles  apply  to  either  case,  ami  it  is  just  as  necessary  tliat  Congress  should 
legislate  to  jiisiify  the  capture  of  pirates,  as  to  authorize  tlie  [lursuit  of  tliem  into  any  place  of  refuge, 
inhaliiled  or' unsettled. 

From  an  attentive^  examination  of  tlie  letters  of  tlie  agent  wlio  was  sent  to  Cuba  to  obtain  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  piiales  who  have  long  infested  the  e(,ast  of  that  island,  it  w.nild  seeni  that  no  fresh 
pursuit  on  land  will  eradicate  the  evil.  Authority  must  exist  to  search  in  the  sus|m  cii'd  settlements  lor  per- 
sons believed  to  be  guilty  of  piracy,  and  I'or  the  evidence  of  their  guilt,  and  to  bring  them  before  our  tribu- 
nals for  trial  and  punishment.  This  authority  Congress  cannot  give,  without  making  war  upon  Spain.  It 
cannot  be  used  without  wresting  from  Spain  her  municipal  jurisdiction.  The  evil  lies  too  deep  to  be 
reached  by  any  ordinary  measures  which  foreign  powers  can  apply  to  it. 

The  government  of  Spain  must  give  to  the  local  authority  what  it  is  said  to  want — suflScient 
strength  to  prevent  and  to  punish  crimes;  it  must  perform  its  duties,  or  those  who  snifer  from  its  neglect 
or  weakness  will  be  driven,  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  apply  the  corrective.  The  committee  would 
bring  more  distinctly  into  view  the  only  efiScient  remedy,  and  recommend  a  resort  to  it,  if  they  believed 
.siinirieiit  tinii'  had  ehqised  since  remonstrances  were  made  by  om-  government  to  Spain,  to  prove 
incontestalily  that  she  ^vanted  either  the  power  or  the  will  to  do  her  duty,  althou.trh  they  are  aware  that 
the  coiidtiet  of  any  governineiit,  in  applying  that  remedy,  Avithont  ptevious  eonceit  with  other  nations, 
alike  inieresled  in  the  (|nestion,  would  be  liable  to  misconception,  and  eN.ile  well-loimded  jealousies. 
The  I niiltee  cannot  doiilit  that  the  Executive,  applying  all  proper  means  to  prevent,  to  detect,  and  to  pun- 
ish, the  eiiine  of  pir:icy,  and  |ii-essing  iijioii  S]  la  in  iind  lior  local  authorities  that  the  honor  and  the  interest  of ' 
S|iain  rei|uiic  their  liest  exertions  lor  the  saim'  piu|Mise,  will  not  fail  to  confer  with  the  great  commercial 
nations,  on  the  extraonlinary  measures  to  be  ijsrd,  if  the  object  is  not  speedily  accomplished  by  the 
faithful  exertion  of  the  powers  of  Spain. 

The  danger  to  which  our  commerce  is  exposed,  and  the  injuries  it  has  suffered  from  privateers,  acting 
under  regular  or  irregular  commissions,  are  of  a  difierent  character,  and  require  a  difierent  remedy. 
The  committee  understand  that  outrages  of  this  kind  have  almost,  if  not  entirely  ceased;  for  those 
which  have  been  inflicted,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  inflicted,  Spain  is  directly  responsible.  Reparation 
must  be  had;  by  negotiation,  or  by  exercise  of  such  powers  as  may,  for  that  purpose,  be  vested  in  the 
Executive  by  Congress. 

To  guard  against  future  injury,  the  safest  resource  is  to  enforce  pronqitly  amj)le  redress  for  that 
which  has  been  sufl'ered.  The  committee  have  already  referred  to  the  injuries  sullered  in  consequence  of 
the  ]iroelaination  of  Morales.  Those  injuries  are  not  yet  redressed.  The  government  of  Spain  has  not 
attempted  to  justify  a  proclamation  declaring,  with  a  naval  force  insufficient  to  shut  up  the  smallest  port 
on  the  coast,  a  seacoast  of  twelve  hundred  miles  in  a  state  of  blockade,  nor  the  absurd  pretension  that  the 
property  of  all  neutral  nations  is,  under  the  colonial  law  of  Spain,  liable  to  confiscation,  if  taken  mi  its 
way  to  Spanish  America;  but  the  jiroporty  of  American  citizens  captured  by  privateers  from  the  islands 
of  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,  and  lidiu  I'orto  Cabello,  is  now  withheld  under  these  pretensions.  The  Spanish 
government  liaving  formally  revoked  the  blockade,  gives  to  the  tribunals  of  Spain  an  excuse  for  the  con- 
dennialion  of  all  property  seized  prior  to  that  revocation;  an  excuse  of  which  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
avail  themselves.  Acting  under  instructions  from  the  President  of  the  28th  April,  1823,  the  minister  of 
the  bnited  Stales  al  the  court  of  Spain  demanded  satisfaction,  in  January,  1824,  from  that  government, 
for  tl iiliaL;-es  eoinniilted  from  Porto  Cabello,  and  tlie  islands  of  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,  upon  the  com- 
merce of  the  Initi'd  States,  and  for  the  wanton  murder  of  one  of  our  gallant -ofiBcers  in  the  harbor  of 
St.  John's,  hy  tlie  olhcer  commanding  the  fort  at  its  entrance.  In  September  of  the  same  year,  Spain 
was  again  called  upon  to  indemnify  those  who  had  suflercd  in  person  or  property  under  the  pioilamaiion 
of  lilockade,  or  from  the  interdiction  of  neutral  commerce  to  the  Spanish  main.  In  Octoher,  the  just 
reclamations  of  our  government  were,  for  the  third  time,  formally  made  to  the  government  of  Spain. 
No  satisfaction  has  been  given,  no  indemnity  has  been  promised,  nor  has  there  been  even  a  satisfactory 
excuse  given  for  the  delay  to  answer  the  just  demands  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States. 

The  character  of  the  injury  sustained,  its  origin,  tlie  period  elapsed  since  it  was  inflicted,  the  formal 
and  fruitless  demand  for  reparation  for  more  than  twelve  monllis,  justify  ripiis;ils.  An  anxious  desire 
not  to  act  harshly  to  a  goveiiinn'iil  einharrassed  by  internal  dinicnlties,  and  enreeliled  by  recent  revolutions; 
the  distance  of  the  seat  of  the  S]ianisli  govermneut,  from  the  places  in  which  the  evils  complained  of 
originated;  the  death  of  the  niinister  appoinied  liy  the  S|ianish  government,  on  the  eve  of  his  de|iar1urc 
to  this  country;  and  the  rei-ent  se|eiii,,n  of  aiioiher  niinister,  whose  appointment  and  intended  ile|iartiire 
for  the  United  States,  has  heen  connnnniciied  in  an  ollicial  letter,  a  translation  of  which  is  herewith 
presented  to  the  House,  induce  the  coinniillee  not  to  ])ropose  any  legislative  enactment,  under  the  firm 
conviction,  that  this  forbearance  will  give  to  Spain  a  new  motive  to  make  speedily  ample  reparation  for 
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the  injuricw  sustained;  and  that  if  it  docs  not  produce  this  desired  effect,  it  will  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all 
nations,  any  and  every  step  Congress  may  hereafter  be  compelled  to  take. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  24,  1825. 
Sir:  I  liavo  the  hon^r  ui'  I'liclosin,^-  Jicn'with,  a  translation  of  the  only  answer  yet  received  from  the 
Spanish  government,  in  Mr.  NcLsun's  nutos  on  the  subject  of  piracy  and  outrages  on  our  commerce.     It 
has  Decn  received  since  the  communications  to  Congress  of  the  previous  documents  were  made. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
John  FoESYTn,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 

Commiltce  of  Forcirjn  Rdations,  IL  It.  U.  S. 


Mr.  Zca  Bermudez  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

Sir:  From  the  middle  of  September  last,  when  I  took  possession  of  the  appointment,  which  the  kind- 
ness of  the  King,  my  august  master,  deigned  to  entrust  me,  I  dedicated,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  my 
attention  to  the  ditrLa-cnt  iiiif(>s  [ircsi'iilcd  liy  ymi,  relative  te  tlje  elaiiiis  n(  the  American  subjects,  who 
thouglit  themselves  eiititleil  to  lie  iiMleiniiilieil  liy  Sjiaiii  foi- 1 1,,.  Inssi's  which  they  have  sufiered  in  the 
seas  of  vVmeriea  A  liusiiicss  so  ((niiplie.ite.l,  in  which  eiuisideiiililc  im.  rests  are  involved,  presented  so 
much  more  dilHenlly,  I'V  Imiw  iniicli  tln'ie  wei"  intennin-l'd  with  it  nther  interests  and  other  claims  of 
Spanish  subjects  a-'aiiist  the  giivenimeiit  ;in(l  suhjeets  ..flhe  riiil.-.l  Slnles. 

His  Maji'sty,  "h'siieiis  nC  pi-esi'iviuij,- the  l'rieiiilshi|)  and  gninl  har iiy  which  happily  subsists  between 

both  iiati'iHs,  and  tliat,  in  faitlil'iil  ohsei\ani-e  ui'  existing  trealies,  Im.iIi  ,!.;■■  ivenimcnts  should  terminate  in 
a  friendly  manner,  this  .hJieale  (|nestiun,  tlie  legitimate  rights  and  just  )iretensi..)is  of  both  being  mutually 
conciliated,  has  tliimglii  that  tlie  must  ].ni|ier  misiiis  fi.r  gaining  liiis  desiivd  en<l,  is  to  send  immediately 
a  minister  ]ilenipetentiai-y,  tu  resi.je  near  tlie  .\nieriean  g. ivennneni ,  whu,  hy  his  iiifnrination,  prudence, 
and  ]iraeiieal  knewledge  ef  the  relations  between  hoth  countries,  may  he  .-.l   tlie  same  tim<-,  the  iiit.a|ii-eter 

appoint  Don  Jose  de  Ileredia,  his  euveiy  e.\traordina.ry  and  minister  plenipotentiary  in  the  L'nited  States 
of  America.     He  will  set  out  for  his  new  destination  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  this,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  your  government;  and  I  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion,  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration.  God 
preserve  you  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  FRANCISCO  DE  ZEA  BERMUDEZ. 

San  Lorenzo,  November  19,  1824. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  cf  the  Navy,  accompanying  the  Presidenfs  message  of  Becemlter  od,  1822. 

Navy  Department,  November  30,  1822. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  In  comiiliaiice  with  your  reijuest,  T  have  tlio  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  sundry  papers, 
numbered  one  to  live,  inciusi\el\-,  which  contain  the  inl'onnation  desired. 

No.  1.   List  of  piratnail  vessels,  Ac.,  •■aiitured  I ly  vessels  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

No.  2.  List  of  vessels  of  tlie  navy  of  the  Unilcil  Siati's,  in  actual  service. 

No.  3.  List  of  vessels  of  the  navy  of  the  Uniti'd  States,  in  ordinary. 

No.  4.  List  of  vessels  built  and  building,  under  the  act  for  the  "gradual  increase  of  the  navy;"  and 
also,  a  .general  view  of  improvements  at  tlie  several  building  yards. 

No.  5.  Copies  of  correspondence  between  the  commanders  of  our  cruising  vessels,  and  the  Spanish 
authorities. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  SMITH  THOMPSON. 


Statement  of  captures  of  piratical  vessels  and  boats,  made  hy  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  the  West 

Indies. 

Four  juratical  schooners,  of  about  forty  tons  each,  and  one  sloop,  of  twentj--five  tons,  in  all  carrying 
about  one  hundreil  men,  capturt'd  bv  Lieutenant  Commandant  L.  Kearney,  in  the  United  States  briy-  En- 
terprise, at  Caiie  Antonio,  Island  of  Cuba,  October  16th,  1821,  in  the  act  of  robbing  the  American  ship 
Lucies,  .\meriean  brig  Aristides,  and  English  brig  Larch;  burnt  two  of  the  piratical  schooners;  the 
other  two,  and  the  sloop,  were  sent  into  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  condemned. 

Schooner  Moscow,  captured  bj'  Capt.  Robert  Henley,  in  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet,  October  29,  1821, 
sent  into  Norfolk. 

A  boat  laden  with  goods,  captured  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Ramage,  off  Cape  Antonio,  November 
8,  1821;  took  out  the  goods,  and  destroyed  the  boat;  crew  escaped. 
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A  scliooncr  of  about  35  tons,  captui-ed  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Kearney,  21st  December,  1821 ; 
crew,  about  25,  escaped. 

Six  piratical  vessels  captured  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Eamage,  January  T,  1822;  burnt  five  of 
them   aiul  niainicil  one,  tmik  three  prisoners,  and  destroyed  their  depot,  &c.,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

Aliu-ri'  barui'  t;ikcu  by  ft'un  vessel  Revenge,  Ith  March,  1822;  she  was  deserted  by  her  crow,  and 
evidently  littctl  I'.r  jiindicai  purposes. 

Tliicc  niiatiiiil  huuichcs  and  four  barges,  captured  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Kearney,  in  the  United 
States  bri-  Kntcriirise,  at  Cape  Antonio,  on  the  8th  March,  1822,  destroyed. 

Tw.i  pii-;itii-al  schooners  captured  by  Lieutenants  Conmiandants  Perry  and  Gregory,  in  June,  1822, 

S|i;niish  privatrer  Palmyra,  alias  Panchita,  captured  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Gregorj^,  August 
16,  1822,  sent  iiitn  Charleston,  Soiith  Carolina. 

Five  ]>iralii'al  vessels  captnrod  by  Captain  S.  Cassin,  commanding  United  States  sliip  Peacock,  on  the 
28th  and  oOth  Scptniibcr.  Is22;  burnt  fwn;  found  eighty-nine  bags  coifee  concealed  in  the  woods  by  the 
pirates;  two  of  the  vessels  sent  to  New  Oileaiis. 

A  Dutch  sloop  was  re-ca|itured  from  pirates  by  Captain  John  H.  Elton,  commanding  United  States 
brio-  Spark   .Tanuarv,  ls22,  ami  the  prize  crew,  seven  men,  were  sent  into  (Imrleston,  Soiitli  Carolina. 

"  Portuguese  ship  .Mariana  Faliero,  captured  by  Lieutenant  Coninunidant  \l.  V.  Stockton,  in  the  United 
States  schooner  Alligator,  sent  int(5  Boston. 


.  No.  2. 

Lint  of  tv>'.sv'/s  rf  (he  United  States  Jianj,  noio  in  service. 

In  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Ship  Franklin "'i  gms. 

Schooner  Dolphin 1^  guns. 

In  the  Mehiterrankan. 

Frigate  Constitution -14  guns. 

Sloop-of-war  Ontario 18  guns. 

Schooner  Nonsuch 12  guns. 

On  tue  Coast  of   Africa. 

Corvette  Cyane 24  guns. 

In  the  "West  Indies. 

Frigate  Congress 30  guns. 

Corvette  John  Adams 24  guns. 

Sloop-of-war  Peacock '. 18  guns. 

Brig  Spark 12  guns. 

Schooner  Alligator 12  guns. 

Schooner  Grampus 12  guns. 

Schooner  Shark 12  guns. 

Schooner  Porpoise  * 12  guns. 

Gunboat  No.  158 1  g^n- 

Sloop-of-war  Hornet,  18  guns,  preparing  lor  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Brig  Enterprise,  repairing  at  New  York,  I'or  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies. 


No.  3. 

Lid  of  cf.^.vc/.s  of  Ike  United  Stnle-^   nnry,  in  ordinari/,  e,rehi.-<irr  of  .v/i//).-;  on  tin;  lint  of  the  Navy  Commit- 
nii>iir]:<;   ,:n-li(sice',f  lid   nuiniinrd  -i. 

Sliip  Independence 14  guns. 

Ship  Washington 14  guns. 

Frigate  United  States 44  guns. 

Frigate  Guerriore 44  guns. 

Frigate  Java 44  guns. 

Frigate  Coiistellati.m 36  guns. 

Frigate  Mace.loniau 36  gims. 

Steam  frigate  Fulton 30  guns. 

Sloop-of-war  Krie 18  guns. 

•All  on  survey  Coast  Florida. 
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No.  4. 

Vessels  built  and  huUdliuj  under  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  toith  a  general  view  rf  improve- 
ments completed  at  the  several  building  yards. 

Columbus,  14  guns.  LuuucliuJ  in  ordinary  at  Boston,  with  a  roof  over  her  t(i  i)r(jtect  licr  frijm  the 
ruin,  sun,  &c. 

Ohio,  74  guns.  Launched  in  ordinary  at  Now  York,  witii  a  ronf  over  lier  to  protect  her  Cruni  the 
rain,  sun,  &c. 

North  Carolina,  14  guns.  Launched  in  ordinary  at  Norfolk,  and  now  covering  with  roofs  to  protect 
them. 

Delaware,  14  guns.     Launched  in  firdinary  at  Norfolk,  and  now  cnvei-ing  with  roofs  to  protect  them. 

One,  14  guns.     At  Boston,  nearly  finished;  liouse  over  lier,  and  perfectly  protected. 

One,  14  guns.     At  Boston;  iVanie  raised;  under  a  house;  |ierfectly  protected. 

One,  14  guns.     At  Portsmouth,  N.  II.;   nearly  finished;  under  a  house;  perfectly  jirotected. 

One,  14  guns.     At  Norfolk,  Va.;  about  half  finished;  house  over  her;  perfectly  protected. 

One,  14  guns.  vVt  Philadelphia;  keel  laid;  frame  nearly  out;  house  now  building  over,  and  proba- 
bly raised  by  this  time. 

Potomac,  44  guns.  Launched,  and  hauled  up  on  the  inclined  plane  at  Washington,  wliere  she  now 
lies,  under  a  house,  perfectly  protected  from  the  sun,  rain,  &c. 

One,  14  guns.     At  Washington;  about  half  finished. 

One,  44  guns.     At  Philadelphia;  nearly  finished;  house  over  her;  perfectly  protected. 

One,  44  guns.     At  New  York;  frame  getting  out,  and  nearly  ready  to  raise. 

One,  44  guns.     At  Portsmouth,  N,  11.;  in  forwardness;  house  over  her;  perfectly  protected. 

Tlie  frames  of  tl Iher  fVig;ites  mil hori/,ei|  to  be  Imilt,  excepting  a  few  pieces  yet  to  be  delivered  by 

the  contraclois,  and  neaily  all  the  oihei-  materials  excepting  t  lie  iron,  are  procured  and  placed  in  situations 

Two  steam  liailery  I'rames  are  securely  dopositcd  under  cover  at  the  Washington  Navy  yard. 

One  steam  hatteiy  frame  is  securely  de)Misited  under  cover  at  New  York. 

Two  engines  are  put  u]),  and  in  a  state  ol'  [ii-eservation  at  New  York. 

The  building  yards  are  in  as  good  a  state  as  the  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department 
would  allow;  but  to  erect  the  necessary  warehouses,  repair  wharves,  cover  some  of  the  vessels  now  build- 
ing, and  to  erect  suilalile  slieds  over  the  timber,  for  its  preservation,  there  will  be  required  for  the  year 
1823,  the  sum  of  $150, OUO. 

General  view  of  improvements  completed  at  the  several  building  yards,  in  1821  and  1822. 

At  Norfolk:  timber  dock  filled  up,  and  house  built  over  new  ship  of  the  line. 

At  Washington:  inclined  plane,  with  a  house  over  it;  large  warehouse;  sail  loft  and  rigging  loft. 

At  Philadelphia:  foundation  of  a  new  ship  laid;  house  built  over  a  frigate,  and  house  now  raising- 
over  a  ship  of  the  line. 

At  New  York:  foundation  of  a  new  ship  laid;  house  built  over  a  frigate;  low  ground  tilled  up  to 
an  extent  to  allord  snllicient  room  to  work  on. 

At  ISosioii:  toundation  of  a  new  ship  laid;  a  house  built  over  a  ship  of  the  line;  a  bhu-ksmith  shop 
erected;  the  timlier  dock  piled  and  impnived;  cover  placed  over  the  frame  of  a  44;  about  two  acres  of 
ground  leveled. 

At  Portsnuaith,  N.  II.:  foundation  of  a  new  frigate  laid,  and  a  house  erected  over  it. 


No.  5. 

Copies  and  cj-traets  of  letters  and  reports,  exhibiting  a  general  vieiu  of  the  correspondence  beluren  the  com- 
manders (f  our  cruising  vessels  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Spanish  authorities. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Macedonian,  Havana,  May  6,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  28th  ultimo.  My  passage  was  some- 
what protracted  by  chasing,  out  of  my  course,  suspicious  looking  vessels  among  the  islands,  and  by  hav- 
ing two  days  under  convoy  an  American  schooner,  that  requested  me  to  see  her  safe  past  Cape  Antonio. 
On  my  arrival,  I  saluted  the  captain  general  and  the  admiral,  receiving  from  each,  in  return,  gun  for  gun, 
agreeably  to  previous  arrangement.  On  the  29th,  Lhad  an  interview  with  the  captain  general  relative 
to  tlie  business  with  which  I  am  charged  by  Mr.  Adiftns  .the  Secretary  of  State.  On  the  SOth,  I  addressed 
a  connnunication  to  him  on  the  subject  of  landing  our  boats  and  men  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba  when  in 
liursuit  of  pirates.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  connnunication,  as  also  of  the  captain  general's  answer;  and 
you  will  pere<'ive  he  declines  acceding  to  the  proposition  I  made  to  him.  I  think  it  preferable  to  pursue 
one  olijec  t  :il  a  time  with  the  government  here,  and  I  shall  therefore  drop  this  subject  for  the  present, 
renewing  it  when  my  corresp(jndence  in  regard  to  the  Florida  documents  is  terminated.  He  certainly 
ought,  and  perhaps  will  consent  to  our  landing  upon  those  parts  of  the  coast  that  are  uniidiabited,  and 
where,  though  within  his  jurisdiction,  he  is  utterly  incapable  of  exercising  any  authority.  There  are 
many  such  places  on  the  coasts  of  this  island. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  captain  general,  and  to  which  he  refers  in  his  letter  to  me,  consist 
simply  of  a  proclamation,  in  March  last,  estul'lisliing  certain  regulations  with  respect  to  clearances  of 
coasting  vessels,  launches,  and  other  boats.  'I'hese  regulations,  I  understand,  are  not  strictly  enforced; 
and,  even  if  they  were,  they  are  altogether  insullicient  for  the  supju-ession  of  piracy  along  the  extensive 
coast  of  Cuba.  As  this  proclamation  has  been  published  in  the  American  newspapers,  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  send  you  a  copy. 
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I  regret  to  state  that  I  have  not  met  any  of  our  cruisers  either  at  this  port  or  off  Cape  Antonio,  nor 
have  I  been  able  to  gain  any  information  as  to  where  they  probably  now  are.  It  is  some  time  since  any 
of  them  were  here.  The  British  frigate  Tribune  is  here,  from  Porto  Bello,  and  is  about  to  sail  for  England 
with  specie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JAMES  DIDDLE. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson',  Secrc'ari/  of  Ihe  Navy. 


Captain  Biddle  to  Governor  Mahy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Macki.oxian-,  TLn-ann.  April  ?,Q,  lSi2-2. 
Sii::  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that  the  commercial  rchilions  between  the  biiiteil  States  and 
Cuba  are  already  very  considerable,  and  that  they  would  unquestionably  be  more  considerable,  if  ren- 
dered more  secure  from  unlawful  depredations.  As  these  relations,  too,  are  mutually  beneficial,  it  is 
important  to  both  parties  that  they  should  be  cifectually  protected.  For  this  object  tlie  Government  of 
the  UnitcMl  States,  on  its  part,  has  eiiiiil(.iyed  an  adequate  naval  force,  which  is  iilari.'d  luidcr  my  direction 
anil  cdntnil.  But,  as  the  di'iJicihitiniis  have  been  committed  chiefly  in  open  Ijnats,  iininiMliately  upon  the 
euast,  and  (iff  the  harbors,  it  is  inii»irtaiit  that  we  should  have  your  excellency's  eu-uiieration.  I  have, 
therefore,  the  honor  to  propose  that  your  excollciiry  slionld  sn  far  ro-iip(u-ate  with  me  as  to  sanction  the 
landing,  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  of  our  boats  and  men,  \vlirn  in  i\ir  puisnit  nf  pirates.  This  measure  would 
be  promotive  of  our  common  benefit — is  in(lis|iiiisalilr  to  the  <'n(irr  suppression  of  piracy,  and  is  not 
intended  in  any  manner  to  infringe  upon  the  teri-itmial  rights  nf  your  excellency.  It  will  operate  against 
those  only  wlinsc  alinriuns  eriiiics  render  them  obnoxious  to  every  regular  goveninu'nt,  and  shouUl  place 
them  witiiout  the  pi-ot.ction  of  all  law. 

I  have  thi-  honor  to  he,  with  great  consideration  and  respect, 

vour  excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 
His  excellency  Don  Nicholas  Mahy,  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  Cuba. 


Governor  Mahy  to  Capdain  Biddle. 

[Translation.] 

I  am  too  sensible  of  the  imiioitance  of  the  coninien'ial  lelations  Avliicli  exist,  and  may  continue, 
between  the  jmrts  of  this  island  anil  those  of  tlie  fnited  Stales,  wliieh  1  am  desirous  of  cultivating,  not 
to  have  adopted  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  depreilations  wliieh  might  olistnu't  them  along  the  extensive 
coasts  of  tliis  ishuiil,  iinilei-  my  jnrisiliet ion.  1  repeat,  tliat  such  ineasiues  have  been  adopted,  and  have 
been  niade  puMie;  ami  willi  the  zealous  co-operation  with  which  you  inform  me  you  are  charged,  we  shall 
douhtless  I'lleet  shortly  a  happy  extei'mimitiou  of  those  enemies,  who,  under  all  colors,  have  laid  waste 
and  eommitteil  rohiieries,  liotli  iijion  the  high  seas  and  every  coast,  without  respecting  any  flag. 

"With  respect  to  tlie  permission  you  solicit,  for  landing  upon  this  coast  with  troops  and  people  in 
boats,  for  the  purpose  of  pursnin--  tl'mse  pirales,  I  cannot  and  must  not  consent  to  it.  I  repeat  that  the 
ne.-essarv  )neasures  have  Keen  adopted  to  defend  mv  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  f -r  the  apprehension  of 
every  de'scription  of  outlaws. 

All  whicli  1  connnunicate  in  answer  to  your  official  letter  of  yesterday.     God  preserve  you  many 

^'^"''"  NICHOLAS  MAHY,  Capitain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

James  Bmm.E,  Esq.,  Commanding  United  Slates  sJvp  Macedonian. 
Havana,  May  2,  1822. 


E.rlrart  from  a  report  of  Lirnlniant  Framvs  IT.  Gre,/nr,/.  rn„im finder  of  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  to  Cap- 
lain  Jainr^  Biddle',  i-i,inmundi i„j  tlie  U.  S.  nnraj  forces  in  Ihe  We.<l  Indies— relatinij  to  tlir  cipline  rf  Ike 
I'anrliria,  duled— 

r.  S.  SciiooxRK  (liiAMPi-s,  ,S'/.  Thomas,  Aiif/u.<l  24,  1822. 

T  have  the.  honor  to  acquaint  vmi,  fir  the  infonmition  of  the  honoralile  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  I 

arrived  at  St.  P.artholomews   on    Ihe  2.1  of  .Vugnst;   sailed   again  on  the  7th  with   convoy  lor  St.   Thomas. 

On  the  mornim;-  of  the   lUh  fell    in  with  two   Spanish  cruisers  oil'  Torlola,  who  demaniled   permission,  and 

claimeil  a  ri-lil  to  lioai-.l   the   convov,  which  being   ],eremp(orily  rel'usei],  Ihev  hauled  olT.      The   same  day 

]  arrived  at  St.  'I'l las  and  received  I'roiii  Captain  .lohn  Soulher,  of  the  seho,,iier  Coquette  of  (.'eorgetown, 

]).  ('.,  the  enclosed  deposition,  havinu'  lieen  plundeied  liy  those  vessels.  On  the  1  tlh  1  Icfl  St.  Thomas, 
with'two  valual.le  vessels,  bonnil  lo  Curacoa,  and  on  the'evening  of  the  Ifith  saw  an  hermaphrodite  brig, 
h(iveiin'4'  upon  our  weather  quarter,  apparenlh'  a  cruiser;  coutinueil  my  Course  without  regarding  her; 
at  daylight  made  her  ahead  ami  ga\e  chase;  at  hall'qiast  nim\  ha\-ing  gained  considerably  upon  her,  she 
hoisted  Kiiu'lish  colors;  clian'^eii  them  to  Spanish  al  10,  and  tired  a  gun  to  windward,  and  at  half-past 
10  ho\e  to,  and  set  a  white  tlag  at  the  I'ore.  On  iieaiang  her  I  perceived  her  to  be  the  pirate  that  had 
tired  upon  and  plundered  the  Coquette,  and  thercfoi-e  considered  it  my  duty  to  arrest  her.  At  20  minutes 
past  11  the  Orampus  was  laid  under  her  lee,  wuthin  pistol  shot,  and  her  surrender  demanded  as  a  pirate, 
which  she  aU'eeteil  not  to  undersland,  and  answered  me  to  that  import.  While  repeating  the  demand,  he 
poured  into  us  a  full  volley  from  his  small  arms  and  cannon,  which  was  instantly  returned,  and  continued 
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three  minutes  and  a  half,  when  he  struck  his  colors,  a  complete  wreck,  having  one  man  killed  and  six 
wounded,  and  in  a  sinking  condition.  The  boats  were  dispatched  instantly  to  their  relief,  and  it  was 
only  owing  to  tlie  gient  exertions  of  Lieutenant  Voorhees,  that  she  was  jirevontcd  from  going  down, 
having  rcfcivcil  ilir.i'  sliots  between  wind  and  water,  one  of  which  injured  the  puinps.  The  Grampus 
receivrd  soiiir  tiilliii--  injury  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  but  not  a  man  hurt. 

Till'  caiituird  \o.s,sel  proved  to  be  the  notorious  privateer  Palmyra,  formerly  the  Pancheta,  from 
Poitii  K'iiii;  (allies  one  long  brass  18,  and  eight  18-pound  carronades,  and  a  crew  of  88  men.  They 
ackn<)\vlcilM<Ml  (lie  robbery  of  the  Coquette,  and  the  only  excuse  given  by  the  officer  is,  that  they  could 
not  iirr\  ent  lliose  things  happening  now  and  then.  Several  of  the  plundered  articles  were  found  on 
board. 


St,  Thomas,  Augusl.  10,  1822. 
Personally  appeared  before  us,  Captain  John  Souther,  commander,  and  in  part  owner  of  the  schooner 
Coquette,  of  Georgetdwn,  D.  C,  who,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God, 
deposetli  and  saith:  That  he  is  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that,  while  on 
a  voyage  in  said  vessel  to  the  West  India  islands,  and  on  his  passage  from  St,  Bartholomews  to  St. 
Thomas,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  August,  1822,  at  5  A.  M.  or  thereabouts,  he  was  fired  at  by  a  sail 
in  chase,  upon  which,  the  deponent  saith,  he  immediately  hove  to.  Was  boarded  by  an  officer  and  boat's 
crew  under  Venezuelian  colors;  they  immediately  demanded  his  papers;  after  examining  them,  they  com- 
menced searching  the  vessel,  then  went  into  my  cabin  and  searched  the  berths,  chests,  &c.  They  took 
from  the  vessel  stock,  and  clothing  from  the  officers  and  men.  The  deponent  further  says,  she  was  an 
hermaphrodite  brig  with  a  red  streak,  and  one  long  gun  midsliips,  and  several  others,  not  knowing  the 
exact  number. 


Attest: 

J.  RoHDE,  Captain  E.  Navij  and  Harbor  Master. 
Frakcis  H.  Gregory,  Lieutenant  Com.  U.  S.  Navy. 


JOHN  SOUTHER. 


The  foregoing  deposition  of  Capt.  Jolm  Smillicr  liaviiig  Imm'h  i-cad  bcr.ii-i'  J(j1iu  Peabudy,  jr.,  mate  of 
the  schooner  Coquette,  Jolm  Reynolds  and  llein-y  Slerling,  .scaiueii,  ami  [ln-y  IxMiig  duly  .sworn,  declare 
tlie  same  to  be  true. 

JOHN    PEABODY,    Jr. 
JOHN  REYNOLDS. 
Attest:  ■  HENRY  STERLING. 

J.  RoHDE,  Captain  R.  Navy  and  Harbor  Mader. 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  Lieut.  Com.  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Extract  nf  a  Irltrr  from  Lli'tilritaiil  Connnunduiit  Francis  H.  Gregory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  til  inlonii  yon  that  this  \-csscl,  accompanied  by  tiie  Pa' 
safely  anchored  in  this  port  on  the  12tli,  al'lcr  a  passage  of  fifteen  days  IVoiii  .' 
was  captured  on  the  16th  of  August,  to  tin'  soulhward  of  St.  Croix,  l>y  Ihi'  <!ra 
in  which  she  was  principal  sufferer,  as  delaileil  in  my  reports  to  Captain  Jame; 
United  States  naval  forces  cruising  in  the  West  Indies;  copies  of  which  hav( 
already  been  forwarded  to  the  De]iartinent. 

It  was  my  wisli  and  intention  to  have  entered  a  more  northern  port,  but  light  and  adverse  winds, 
and  the  great  number  of  prisoners  on  board,  obliged  me  to  make  the  nearest  port,  and  that  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  prisoners,  seventy-six  in  number,  have  been  safely  lodged  in  jail,  committed  for  piracy. 
At  least  one-third  of  them  are  of  the  Sugar  Key  gang,  who  have  come  to  Porto  Rico  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  their  villany  with  Spanish  commissions.  All  the  original  documents  respecting  this  vessel  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Tnitcd  Stales  district  attorney,  and  the  vessel  libeled.  Several  of  her 
crew  have  turned  informants,  and  1  -.xpcet  a  great  scene  of  villany  will  be  exposed. 

I  frequently  saw  gentlemen  from  Porto  Rico  while  at  St.  Tliomas,  and  was  informed  that  several 
small  privaticis  were  littcd  out  there,  which,  if  not  looked  after  in  time,  will  certainly  commit  some  very 
serious  dcprcihitions  upon  our  commerce,  as  they  are,  in  reality,  nothing  but  pirates;  most  of  their  crew 
being  from  tlir  establishments  of  Cuba,  and  to  their  thirst  for  plunder  add  a  deadly  desire  of  revenge 
whenever  they  fall  in  with  a  defenceless  American. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  James  Ramage,  commander  of  the  United  States  .schooner  Porj/oise,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  St.  Thomas,  July  9,  1822. 

Having  sailed  from  St.  Bartholomews  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  I  fell  in,  the  next  morning, 
with  two  brigs  of  war,  bearing  the  .^[exican  flag.  I  rundown,  with  our  colors  flj'ing,  between  them;  and, 
when  opposite  to  each,  reeeix  i d  a  gun  IVom  the  one  to  windward,  which  was  instantly  returned  from  this 
vessel;  shortly  after,  I  received  a  similar  salute  from  that  to  leeward,  which  was  promptly  replied  to; 
both  vessels,  on  firing,  hauled  down  the  Mexican,  and  hoisted  the  Spanish  national  colors,  I  then  ranged 
alongside  the  brig  to  leeward,  observing  her  crew  in  a  state  of  extreme  confusion;  they  opened  an  irre- 
gular and  ill-directed  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  but  without  any  effect.  I  was  in  tlie  act  of  giving 
orders  to  return  our  broadside,  when  hostilities  ceased,  and  I  directed  Lieutenant  Curtis  to  board  the 
brig,  and  examine  her  papers.  They  proved  to  be  II.  C.  Majesty's  brigs  Palmyra,  of  fourteen  guns,  one 
VOL.  11 25  K 
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hundred  and  thirty  men,  and  G.  Boves,   of  eight  guns  and  one  hundred  men,  both  from  Cadiz.     The 
enclosed  is  a  literal  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  me  by  the  senior  commanding  officer. 

I  now  hasten  to  communicate  the  intelligence  received  by  me  at  this  place,  which  I  believe  to  be 
entirely  authentic:  that  several  Spanish  privateers,  of  consiilcralilc  force,  have  lately  been  equipped  from 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  all  msscIs  sailing  to  or  from  the  ports  on  the  coast 
of  Spanish  America,  in  possession  of  the  patriot  forces,  tuidcr  the  plea  that  they  are  violating  a  system  of 
blockade  established  by  the  government  of  Spain.  These  privateers  have  already  made  several  captures 
of  American  and  other  vessels,  which  have  been  carried  to  remote  ports  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  and 
will  doubtless  be  condennied.  The  injury  that  will  result  to  the  commerce  of  our  country  from  this  sys- 
tem of  pretendfd  hluckadc  will  be  very  serious,  if  not  timely  clicekcd  liy  an  a(lei|uate  force  in  this  quar- 
ter; and,  as  I  ha\-o  no  means  of  communicating  from  hence  with  Captain  Pjiddlc,  I  eonsiiler  it  my  duty  to 
lay  the  present  inrorniatiun  before  you. 


S.  N.  B.  G.  BuvEs,  at  gra,  July  3,  1S22. 
M.  Ramagr,  U.  S.  Sc.  Porpoiife: 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  you  will  be  incomoilcd  with  me  by  iuiying  you  this  morning,  being  the  case  that  we 
thought  you  were  Patriots,  and  we  have  eommission  tVom  our  ;:-ov<'rnment  to  blockade  all  the  men  ports, 
and  happened  that  must  all  the  vessels  from  the  men  hoisted  and  fight  with  the  American  flag,  we  took 
you  to  be  one  of  them. 

I  hope  therefore  you  will  forgived  the  uncasionally  afl'air. 

I  remain  your  sineear,  &c.,  PABLO  LLUAGER. 

To  the  C.UTAix  (/  the  U.  S.  &:  PorpoUe. 


United  States  Schooner  Porpoise,  Curacoa,  July  22,  1822. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  9th  inst.,  from  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  communicating 
the  injuries  committed  on  our  eouimerce  by  Spanish  vessels  of  war  near  to  Porto  Rico,  in  consequence  of 
their  pretended  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  Spanish  America.  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  the  same 
causes  have  produced  the  same  effects  in  this  quarter,  and  that  four  American  vessels  have  been  con- 
demned at  Port  Cabello  for  a  breach  of  blockade.  The  naval  force  of  Spain  in  these  seas  consists  of  an 
old  44  gun  frigate  (one  of  the  Russian  contract,)  a  brig  and  schooner.  These  are  employed  in  furnishing 
supplies  to  Porto  Cabello  from  this  island,  and  yet  with  such  a  force  and  so  employed,  they  uphold  the 
monstrous  principle  of  blockading  a  coast  of  more  than  1,200  miles  in  extent.  It  does  not  appear  that 
any  injury  has  been  committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels  of  the  Columbian  republic. 
I  have  the  li.iUor  to  be,  .tc, 

JAMES  RAMAGE. 
Hon.  Smith  Thomi'Sox,  ,Secn'tary  <if  the  Nacy. 


E.rlrart  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  James  Bamar/e,  commander  of  the  United  sStates  aehooner  Por2:ioise,  to 
Captain  James  Biddle,  commanding  the  nacal  forces  in  the  Wed  Indies. 

Tinier  a  plea  of  a  breach  of  blockade,  the  Spanish  squadron  in  this  direction,  cjqiture  all  vessels 
bound  to  or  from  ports  in  possession  of  the  Columbian  republic.  The  naval  force  of  Spain,  now  here, 
consists  of  an  old  44  gun  frigate,  the  Ligera,  (one  of  the  Russian  contract,)  an  18-gun  brig,  the  Hercule, 
and  a  schooner;  the  whole  of  which  are  emiijoyed  supplyiuL;-  Porto  Cabello  with  provisions  from  Curacoa; 
yet,  with  such  a  force,  and  so  employed,  liny  uphold  the  monstrous  principle  of  blockading  a  line  of  coast 
of  more  than  1,200  miles  in  extent. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Laborde,  commanding  his  Catliolie  Majesty' s  frigate  Ligera. 

L'nited  States  Schhoxer  Porpoise,  Hartior  ii/'  SI.  Ami,  Curacoa,  July  21,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  the  master  of  the  American  schooner  Aiitelo]ie,  a  comnuinication  of  which 
a  copy  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you.  From  tliis  statement  it  appears  that  a  very  serious  injury  has 
been  "done  by  you  to  the  rights  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  the  capture  and  subse- 
quent condemnation  of  an  American  vessel  and  cargo,  ].ursning  a  lawful  commerce;  but  it  is  hoped  that 
more  just  reasons  will  be  exhibited  on  your  jiart  for  the  c<uirse  luirsned,  than  those  stated  in  tiie  commu- 
nication referred  to. 

I  have  received  information  that  the  American  vessels  named  underneath,  have  lieeii  carried  into 
Porto  Caliello,  and  there  Condemned,  nmlei'  the  jireti'xt  of  a  breach  of  blockade  of  the  coast  and  harbors 
oftlie  Spanish  main.  In  eonsi'(|uenee,  thereof,  it  lieeomes  my  duty  to  demand  from  you  the  release  of  all 
vessels  and  property  so  sei/.ed,  and  further  to  state,  that  the  United  States  cannot  recognize  such  a  sys- 
tem of  blockade,  to  the  manifest  injuiy  of  their  conuiierce,  where  the  force  of  Spain  is  so  evidently  inade- 
(luuti'  to  its  fullillment. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c.,  JAMES  RAMAGE. 

To  Capt.  Laborde,  commanding  II.  C.  M.  Fngate  Ligera,  Curacoa. 
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Statcmeiil  of  Arthur  Udgerton,  mate  of  /he  brig  General  Andrew  Jackson. 

Arthur  Edgerton,  mate  of  the  brig  General  Andrew  Jackson,  taken  by  the  privateer  General  Pereira, 
on  the  22d  July,  states,  as  nigh  as  he  can  remember,  the  log  book  being  taken  from  him,  Capt.  Langdon  and 
the  cook  were  sent  in  the  brig  to  Ponce,  and  the  mate  and  men  were  taken  on  board  the  privateer,  having 
been  robbed  of  every  iiiticic  i  it' clothing,  except  what  they  had  at  the  time  on  their  backs.  The  men  had 
recently  left  the  I'nitril  St;it(s,  and  had  each  a  new  suit  of  good  clothes,  many  of  which  can,  at  most 
hours,  be  seen  at  this  place,  worn  by  the  crew  of  the  privateer  in  public.  Except  being  robbed  of  cloth- 
ing, knives,  razors,  &c.,  were  well  treated  on  board  the  privateer,  where  they  remained  about  seventeen 
days — were  then  put  into  the  puntilla  (prison)  without  food,  until  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day.  The 
keeper  of  the  prison  observing  the  wants  of  these  men,  sent  word  to  the  captain  of  the  privateer,  "  that 
he  must  furnish  tiiem  daily  with  food,  or  he  would  be  punished;"  which  was  complied  with. 


Captain  Spence  to  the  Secretari/  of  the  Navi/,  transmitting  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Porto  Rico, 
mark-ed  A  to  G,  inclusive. 

U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  Septendier  3,  1822. 

Sir:  After  a  passage  of  twenty-five  days  from  the  Chesapeake,  during  which  we  exiicriniccd  an 
altcriiation  of  cahiis  and  head  winds,  I  anchored  in  this  harbor.  I  found  no  small  excitcniint  ixisting, 
produced  liy  tli<'  ca|iture  nf  the  I'anchcta.  The  presence  of  a  ship  of  our  force  was  perliaps  sciisonalilc; 
and  possibly  may  have  been  the  means  of  preventing  unpleasant  consequences  to  the  Americans  here. 
Before  I  could  enter  upon  the  business  specially  delegated,  I  was  iiilornnMl  of  the  imprisonment  of  several 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  taken  from  the  brig  General  Jacksmi,  caiilnied  and  sent  into  Ponce.  As 
no  American  ought  to  be  restrained  of  his  liberty,  in  any  (piarter  of  the  world,  one  hour,  without  just 
cause,  I  addressed  his  excellency  Don  Francisco  (om/alc/,  de  Linarez,  demaiiding  their  release.  My 
letter,  marked  A.  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  nion  hciiig  liberated,  I  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  enter 
upon  the  execution  of  my  instructions,  and  immediately  addressed  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  capture  of 
American  vessels  by  privateers  out  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico.  A  copy  of  my  letter,  marked  B,  is  here- 
with enclosed.  On  the  27th  ult.  I  addressed  to  his  excellency  letter  C,  annexing  memorandum  No.  1, 
being  a  list  of  vessels  sent  into  the  diflerent  ports  of  the  island,  for  adjudication.  On  the  28th  I  received 
from  l)is  excellency  a  reply  to  my  i-epresi'ii1ations,  wliich  is  hei-ewi11i  transmitted,  with  other  subsequent 
connnunicatioiis  IVoni  him.  1  then  addressed  to  him  letter  1),  with  copies  (jf  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, 2,  o  and  4. 

Some  of  the  circunistanct^s  of  the  capture  of  the  Pancheta  being  known,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  ill  etfects  of  distorted  and  prejudiced  representations,  and  to  allay  the  sensatitms  of  which  his 
excellency  speaks,  I  addressed  to  him,  on  that  subject,  letter  marked  E;  receiving  several  reiterative 
communications,  of  which  I  obtained  but  very  imperfect  translations.  I  replied  with  letter  marked  F, 
and  came  to  the  consummation  of  the  duty  confided  to  me  in  letter  G,  and  I  trust,  in  the  declarations 
there  made,  I  have  neither  gone  beyond  the  letter  or  spirit  of  my  instructions;  having  been  intlueiiced 
throughout  the  whole  correspondence,  by  a  strong  desire  to  discharge  a  delicate  trust  with  becoming 
graciousness;  and,  while  making  known  the  sentiments  of  the  American  people,  and  the  determination 
of  my  government,  to  conciliate,  by  a  friendly  style  and  manner,  the  good  feelings  of  those  in  authority, 
all  of  whom  are  men  of  high  standing,  and  justly  estimable.  I  hope  my  remarks  on  the  laws  of  blockade 
will  be  considered  by  yourself  and  the  President  pertinent  and  proper.  I  believe  I  conceived  your  views 
on  that  subject.  It  cannot,  however,  be  expected  that  an  officer  who  embarked  at  the  age  of  eleven  on 
an  element  where  the  accomplishments  of  a  scholar  are  not  required,  should  shine  in  a  corres|ioiiileiiee  of 
a  diplomatic  cast;  es]i<'cially  when  depending  wholly  on  his  own  fet'ble  capacity.  What  1  lia\<'  written 
on  this  oceasi<iii,  lias  been  with  a  heart  glowing  with  American  feelings,  with  an  enthusiastii-  ailniiratiou 
of  our  laws,  institutions,  and  great  men;  if,  llierelVire,  a  little  egotism  should  occasionally  appear,  I 
plead  this  in  exti'niiation. 

The  hospitality  ol  the  port  has  been  freely  and  fully  extended  to  my  ship,  and  the  personal  attentions 
of  those  in  authority  have  been  gratifying  to  me  ami  jiiy  ollicers.  To  a  system  of  privateering  they  are 
opposcil;  and  the  governor  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  discourage  its  continuance.  Indemnification  for 
the  past,  I  fear,  we  shall  have  to  look  for  to  the  treasuiy  of  Spain. 

I  shall  lie  aeti\e  in  attending  to  eveiything  in  which  the  interestof  our  commerce  is  concerned;  and 
shall  endea\-er  to  sustain  the  American   character  by  a  manner  gentle,  yet  firm — taking  on.  myself  no 
responsibility,  keeping  constantly  in  eye  the  reciprocal  rights  of  nations,  and  your  instructions. 
I  have  the  lajnor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


ROBERT  TRAIL  SPENCE. 


P.  S.— I  shall  leave  these  seas  the  last  of  October  for  Africa 
The  Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  Hecrelarg  of  tlie  Navij,  Washington. 


A. 

United  States  Ship  Cyane,  St.  JoJin's,  Porto  Pico,  August  26,  1822. 

Sir:  Instructed  to  proceed  to  Porto  Rico,  to  communicate  with  your  excellency,  in  relation  to  the 
infringement  of  American  rights,  by  vessels  fitted  out  at  different  ports  of  this  island,  I  had  scarcely 
anchored  with  this  ship,  ere  I  learned  that  several  citizens  of  the  United  States  (after  experiencing  the 
most  brutal  treatment  from  a  gang  of  desperadoes,  belonging  to  an  armed  schooner,  now  in,  and  said  to 
be  of  this  place,)  have  been  imprisoned,  and  are  at  present  in  confinement. 

These  American  citizens,  I  understand,  were  taken  from  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson,  while  peaceably 
pursuing  their  vocation  on  the  high  seas,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 
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So  g-ross  a  violation  of  the  nsan'cs  uf  all  civilized  nations  is  calculated  to  excite  universal  abhorrence; 
and  the  "just  indignation  I  am  ihisiuhIciI  your  excellency  must  feel  on  being  informed  of  such  an  atrocious 
act,  renders  it  only  necessary  that  it  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  excellency,  to  cause  the 
iriimediate  release  of  said  citizens,  and  tlie  prompt  and  salutary  punishment  of  tliose  violators  of  the 
laws  of  nations  and  humanity. 

AVith  most  perfect  consideration,  &c.,  KOBERT  T.  SrEXCE. 

Ilis  excellency  Frwixcisco  Gonzalez  jie  Lixarez,  Govrrnor  of  I'orto  Rico. 


B. 

United  States  Ship  Cyane,  Forlo  Biro,  Aur/us!  2T,  18-22. 
Siu:  T  am  diroctrd  to  call  the  attcntiMn  (if  yimr  cxcTllriicy  to  Ihc  rapture  and  detention,  by  priva- 
teers lilted  iiul  linui  tills  island, of  several  Ameiiean  meirhant  vessels,  while  puisning  a  lawful  commerce 

Your  excellency  will  readily  perceive,  that  under  such  circumstances,  the  violation  of  American 
rights  here  complained  of,  calls  for  a  speedy  interposition  of  justice  and  authority.  Justice,  that  a  resti- 
tution of  these  captures  may  be  made;  and  authority,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  similar  outrages. 

I  will,  as  soon  as  possilile,  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  names  of  the  vessels  to  which  this 
complaint  refers,  with  a  stalement  of  the  circumstances  attending  their  capture;  confidently  believing 
that  your  excelleney  will  ad.ipt,  as  early  as  possible,  such  measures  as  shall,  in  your  wisdom,  be  deemed 
sufficient  to  arrest  these  cle|ireilatioiis.  which,  in  some  cases,  can  he  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  piratical. 

The  flag  of  the  I'niteil  States,  If.atiug  in  every  ocean,  giu'ant.M's  |.n.|eeti..n  tu  all' who  lawfnlly  sail 
under  it;  the  invasion  of  ri.n'hts  identilied  with  this  flag,  it  wonld  neiihec  lie  hoiioralile,  wise,  nor  ex|ie- 
pient  to  permit;  and  that-trade  to  which,  as  a  neutral,  tlie  Uniteil  States  have  elaiui  uninterruptedly  to 
pursiii',  eami.it  he  moleste.l. 

The  American  commerce,  second  to  none  for  ma-'iiitude,  enterjirise,  and  fair  dealing,  must,  to  insure  a 
eontinuanee  of  these  constituent  features,  be  preserved  inviolate;  and  the  protection  necessary  to  effect 
this  ohjeet,  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  determined  to  atlbrd,  whether  in  the  seas  of  the 
jMeditei  lanean,  I'acilic,  or  Caribbean,  where  outrages,  tending  to  degrade  the  flag  under  which  they  are 
coimnitted,  are  daily  occurring;  these,  as  far  as  they  shall  come  under  the  cognizance  of  your  excellency, 
1  am  jiersuaded  will  be  restrained  and  prevented. 

'I'he  amicable  and  friendly  footing,  on  which  Spain  and  the  United  States  are  at  this  time,  convinces 
me,  that  nothing  more  than  a  proper  representation  of  these  facts  is  required,  to  call  the  subject-matter 
to  the  innni'diate  attetdibn  of  your  excellenev. 

Fully  believing  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.,  KOP.ERT  T.  SPENCE. 

llis  excellency  Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Linauez,  Governor  of  Forlo  liico. 


C. 

United  States  Siiif  Cyaxe,  Sf.  John'x,  Porto  Bivo,  August  28,  1822. 

Sib:  Having  informed  your  excellency  that  1  have  been  instructed  to  proceed  to  this  place,  to  coin- 
muiiieate  with  your  excellency  on  the  subji^ct  of  captures  made  by  privateers,  fitted  out  of  this  island,  of 
Ameiiean  vessels,  while  pursuing,  in  time  of  peace,  a  lawful  trade,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
niemoiandum,  embracing  the  names  of  tliese  vessels,  and  the  circumstances  attending  their  seizure. 

It  appears  that  some  of  these  vessels  have  bi-en  scmt  in,  and  after  a  ,r.-i'ievous  detention,  declared  to 
be  a  "l)ad  pri-r:"  subjeet,  however,  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  suit,  and  oue-tliird  of  the  expenses  of  the  pri- 
vateer. 

To  one  as  profound  in  all  matters  of  law  and  eipiity  as  ymir  excellency,  this  must  appear  a  strange 
proceeding  :  a  pi'oeeeilinu-.  eallin;^',  A\  it!i  mueli  em|'liasis,  for  the  interposition  of  your  excellency's  autho- 
rity, to  remedy  e\ils  hearing-  a  eliaraeter  ealeulateil  to  diniim'sh  the  high  respect  heretofore  entertained  by 

A  pretended  violation  of  blockade,  it  appeals,  is  the  pretext  fen-  sending  into  the  ports  of  this  island, 
vessels  na\  i■;■atin.^■  the  sea  nndiTthe  ,\mi'rieaii  lla,L;-.  The  wdiole,  therefore,  may  be  resolved  into  two 
descriptions  of  cases:  The  first,  eoni|iiisinL:,'  \i-ssels  seized  and  again  released  as  "bad  prizes,"  jiaying  the 
whole  of  the  costs  of  trial,  and  a  jioitioii  of  the  expenses  of  the  privateer. 

The  principles  of  equity  applieahh'  to  such  cases  are  too  simple  to  require  exposition.  The  innocent 
are  not  to  pay  the  penalty  of  anothei's  .unilt  or  imprudence.  If  an  American  is  interrupted  in  her  voyage, 
captured  ami  vexationsly  detained,  until  a  Jndi<-ial  investigation  d(-termines  her  to  be  a  "  tefZ  ^jr/zV,"  it 
seems  to  me  self-evident,'  that  all  costs  of  the  suit  should  be  paid  by  the  captors,  in  whom  the  wrong  is; 
add  to  this,  that  propi-r  damages  shoiihl  l)e  levied  oil  the  aggressor,  that  the  siitTerer  may  be  fairly  indem- 
iiilied,  and  the  '' /n-ira/eersiiinii"  be  restrained  in  future  by  a  fear  of  being,  in  all  similar  cases,  called  upon 
to  make  good  the  injiiiy  resulting  from  his  wantonness.  Without  such  a  check,  wliat  is  there  to  limit  the 
mischief  done  by  men  of  tliis  order,  who,  stealing  from  their  dens  and  lurking  places,  pollute  the  ocean 
with  the  blood  of  defenceless  sailors,  and  gorge  their  cupidity  with  the  spoils  of  plunder  and  ravage? 

Tlie  good  of  every  nation,  and  the  honor  of  some,  require  that  so  foul  a  system  should  be  made  to 
cease,  that  every  navigable  sea  may  be  rendered  safe  to  the  honest  effeu'ts  of  enterprise. 

The  second'description  of  cases  to  which  1  wish  to  call  the  immediate  altentioii  of  your  excellency, 
are  tli..se  vessels  sent    in  under  a    pretext    of  attem|iti:i^-  to   ent<r    a    blockaded    port.      The  |)acilic  jiolicy 

unilormily  imisned  by  the  -o\,in iit    of  the  Inited    Stat.'s,  the    jiisl    and    liberal    principles  by  which  it 

has  been  govenieil  ihroiigh  all  its  \arious  slnig.ules,  to  tn-at  all  nations  as  friends,  and,  especially,  to  be 
on  the  most  friendly  fooling  with  Spain,  entitle  the  citizens  of  America,  to  the  privilege  of  navigating  the 
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seas,  without  molestation  on  pretexts  so  flimsy  as   those  of  violating  a  "  blockade"  which  has  never 
existed  de  facto. 

It  is  well  understood  that  a  blockade,  to  carry  with  it  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  must  be  conformable 
to  the  established  opinions  of  those  distinguished  civilians  who  have  fully  and  ably  expounded  this  sub- 
ject. 

In  the  first  place  it  must  be  practicable;  it  must  be  drlini'd  within  limits  commensurate  with  the 
ability;  a  stationary  force  must  intervene;  the  vessel  entering  must  lie  warned  oil';  these,  and  other 
qualitications  are  essential  to  constitute  a  blockade,  as  now  understood  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  other  great  statesmen.  If,  then,  such  is  the  form  and  nature  of  a  blockade;  if  the  constant 
presence  of  a  stationary  fii|uadri)n,  ad('quat(^  t"  tlie  purpose  of  intercepting  all  vessels,  is  indispensable; 
how  is  it  that  a  wlnilc  roust,  witlimit  aTiy  (Irlliiitc  liniil.  slmnld  be  under  the  ban  of  interdiction,  without 
any  visible  force,  cimscpi.'iitly  witlioiit  tin-  lirst  r('(|uisilc  of  a  blockade? 

While  such  pretr.xts  tor  s|i(iliiitinii  exist,  and  th(.'  cdmiiK-rce  of  the  United  States  is  thus  devastated, 
the  relations  of  love  and  frioii(lslii|i  now  rxisting  between  the  two  nations  must  be  shaken,  and  a  state 
of  things  produced  such  as  1  am  porsiiailcil  your  excellency  will  feel  desirous  to  avert. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  excnscil  these  remaiks,  made  to  one  by  whom  the  principles  of  "  blockade"  are 
fully  understood,  and  whose  experience  is  such  as  to  render  the  application  of  them  in  all  cases  just  and 
proper. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  excellency  that  injuries  sustained  by  Ameri- 
can citizens  from  illegal  seizure  and  detention,  carry  with  them  a  fair  claim  to  indemnity;  and  that  where 
there  has  been  a  manifest  partiality  in  the  courts  deciding  on  some  of  the  cases  presented  for  your  con- 
sideration, that  the  arm  of  authority  should  be  extended  to  remedy,  and  to  require  more  equitable  deci- 
sions. In  these  cases  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  your  excellencj'-  will  direct  a  revisal  of  the  proceedings 
of  subordinate  tribunals,  that  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  have  suffered  by  them  may  be 
immediately  made  whole  in  their  property,  and  receive  damages  for  unjustifiable  detention. 

Your  excellency,  inliucnccd  by  higji  ami  honorahk'  motives,  will  ilouhlless  see  the  jiroprietv  of  ordering 
all  American  vessel's  now  detained  to  be  /;.;V/y/r,7/,  n'lni^nl.  and  tiie  punishment  of  maraud. ts  wlio  have 
tarnished  the  dignity  of  the  Siuinish  chaVaeler  l.y  acts  of  inhuman  treatment  to  citizens  of  tlie  I'niterl 
States;  by  the  most  flagrant  outrages;  by  a  prostration  of  all  the  usages  of  civilized  society;  thereby 
bringing  the  eoniineicial  world  into  a  state  truly  to  be  deplored,  tending  to  arm  man  against  his  brother 
man,  and  to  make  salety  nowhere  but  in  strength  and  habitual  hostility. 

Sulimittiiig  this  a|iplieafioii  to  the  early  atfi'ntion  of  your  excellency,  and  calling  upon  your  excel- 
lency immediately  to  iiiter|iose  your  a,  iithoiity  to  pic  vent  a  continuance  of  these  causes  of  just  e.  miphiiiit, 
and  I'oiiridently  lielie\-iiig  iliat  y^nw  love  of  jiisliee,  order  and  humanity  will  impel  you  promptly  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  my  government  on  this  subject. 

I  remain,  with  the  most  perfect  consideration,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE. 

His  excellency  Don  Fraxcisco  Gonz.\lez  de  Linarez,  Governor  of  Porto  Rico. 


List  of  American  vessels  caplurrd  lii/  Spanisl)  privn/rers,  and  sent  into  the  different  jwrls  of  Porto  Rico. 

Barque  American,  Emery,  master,  of  Kennebnnk.  This  vessel  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo,  by  the 
Spanish  felucca  La  Carmen,  Irii'd,  and  deelareil  a  l)ad  pri:i\  but  sentenced  to  pay  all  costs  of  the  trial, 
and  one-third  of  the  charges  of  the  privateer  for  her  detention;  and  was  compelled,  in  consequence,  to 
sell  her  cargo  at  a  great  saeiitice. 

Brig  Sam,  of  I'orilaml,  Cniwell,  master.  This  vessel  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo  by  the  same  privateer, 
and  it  is  underst 1  that  she  is  still  detained. 

Brig  llliss,  of  Baltimore,  Dungan,  master.  This  vessel  was  sent  into  Cape  Roxo  by  the  same  privateer, 
and  after  a  vexatious  detention  was  suffered  to  proceed,  paying  all  the  costs  of  trial,  and  one-third  of  the 
expenses  of  the  privateer. 

Brig  Elizabeth,  of  Georgetown,  West,  master.  This  vessel  was  sent  into  Aguadilla  liy  the  privateer 
General  Pereira,  for  trading  to  a  blockaded  port. 

Brig  General  Jackson,  of  New  York,  Langdon,  master,  captured  and  sent  into  Ponce,  by  the  schooner 
General  Pereira,  at  which  place  she  is  now  detained;  and  [larl  of  her  crew,  after  very  inlnnnan  treatment, 
imprisoned  at  this  place. 


United  States  Ship  Cya.ve,  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  August  29,  182-2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  (a 
translation  I  have  but  this  moment  been  able  to  obtain,)  in  which  you  refer  me  to  a  communication  made 
to  Mr.  Lord,  the  commei  eial  agent,  in  reply  to  an  application  made  the  day  previous  to  my  arrival,  for  the 
release  of  the  crew  of  the  In  i--  Andrew  Jackson.  The  sentiments  and  expressions  of  your  excellency  in 
relation  to  this  outrage  aie  duly  appreciated.  I  "felt  persuaded  that  the  harsh  and  illegal  imprisonment 
of  unoffending  American  citizens  could  not  have  come  to  the  knoM-ledge  of  your  excellency;  and  there 
are  other  outrages  of  similar  character  not  yet  km.'wn,  1  am  convinced,  to  tlie  high  authorities  of  I'orto 
Rico, 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  government  interpreter  at  Ponce,  into  which 
place  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson  was  taken.  This  is  a  representation  from  a  Spanish  functionary,  and 
your  excellency,  I  doubt  not,  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  the  facts  there  stated  are  true,  there  is  no  other 
appellation  by  which  I  could  designate  the  perpetrators  of  such  inhuman  severity,  save  that  of  "despe- 
radoes;" men  restrained  by  none  of  the  gentlo  obligations  of  humanity. 
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It  is  a  fact,  notoriously  known,  that  the  crew  of  the  "  Andrew  Jackson,"  illegally  and  harshly  confined 
at  the  time  of  my  writing  to  you,  had  been  previously  robbed  of  everything  save  tije  clothes  they  had  on 
at  the  time  of  entering  the  prison;  their  jack  knives  were  even  cut  from  their  laniards!  If  to  men  who 
can  thus  act,  who  can  divest  a  defenceless  "American  tar"  of  everything,  even  to  his  wearing  apparel, 
I  could  apply  any  other  distinguishing  name  than  that  of  "robber,"  I  confess  to  your  excellency  I  should 
have  selected  a  milder  epithet. 

A  glance  at  the  history  of  the  past,  displays,  in  the  Spanish  character,  the  principles  and  liii^ii  senti- 
ments of  which  you  speak;  the  island  before  us  bears  full  testimony  of  their  enterprise  and  urciilncss. 
It  was  to  those  sentiments  and  principles  I  appealed,  when  I  requested  your  early  attention  tn  prucccilings 
calculated  to  sully  that  dignity  of  which  every  "  Spaniard  "  is  justly  proud. 

The  capture  of  the  Paucheta  by  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  w;is  cntinly  unknown  to  me 
on  my  arrival  at  St.  John's;  but,  I  can  confidently  assure  your  excellency,  that  yim  have  hocn  niisinformed 
as  to  some  of  the  circumstances  attending  it.  I  have  understood  that  the  privateer  Pancheta  has  been  of 
considerable  annoyance  to  our  commerce  in  these  seas,  and  that,  falling  in  with  the  United  States 
schooner  Grampus,  fired  into  her.  The  consequences  that  would  result  from  such  an  act,  may  be 
conceived  by  your  excellency. 

The  instructions  given  to  officers  of  tlir  Aini'iicaii  navy  arc  sncli  as  to  render  it  impossible  tiuit  they 
can  be  the  aggressors — and  the  i'eeliii--s  that  liuve  eharaeteri/.o'l  them,  will  always  ensure,  in  these 
unhappy  I'cncounters,  humanity  and  tendern<'ss. 

Vessels  have  formerly  been  sent  into  ports  of  the  United  States  on  apparent  good  grounds,  such  as 
attempts  on  our  commerce;  but,  in  all  instances  in  which  cause  for  condemnation  did  not  appear,  heavy 
damages  were  awarded,  and  the  sufierers  made  more  than  whole  in  tlieir  i)roperly.  Ketribution  is  there 
always  at  hand. 

In  the  case  of  the  Pancheta,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency,  there  must  have  been  great  cause 
for  the  course  pursued.  As  to  the  indignity  oflered  to  the  flag,  your  excellency,  I  trust,  is  misinformed; 
for  no  olMeer  in  the  navy  dare  stand  before  the  tribunal  of  the  American  people,  justly  charged  with 
having  violated  the  best  constituents  of  the  American  character — magnanimity  and  knightly  generosity. 

'iliis  unfortunate  occurrence  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  sending  an  armed  force  to  these  seas, 
for  the  purpose  of  convoying  our  vessels,  and  of  guarding  them  against  the  violence  that  has  been  com- 
mitted upon  them  by  privateers  infesting  the  ocean  for  the  purposes  ui  plunder.  If,  in  the  execution  of 
this  duty,  rendered  necessary  by  the  state  of  things,  calamities  unavoidably  occur,  they  must,  doubtless, 
be  deplored  by  the  lovers  of  peace  and  concord,  but  cannot  be  chargeable  to  us  as  voluntary  acts. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  although  not  known  to  your  excellency,  that  the  captain's  and  mate's 
trunks  of  the  American  lu'ig  Sam,  ca])tured  and  taken  into  Cape  Roxo,  were  broken  open,  while  himself 
and  crew  were  on  l>oai\l  the  privateer,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  Spanish  dollars  taken  from  them; 
also  one  trunk  of  Madias  liamlkiicliiefs  and  other  inerehandi.se.  These  are  transactions  unknown  to  your 
excellency,  having  taken  iiUice  pri(jr  to  your  excellency's  arrival — they  are  the  acts  of  privateersinen, 
from  which  it  would  be  absurd  to  infer  the  character  of  a  wise  and  liberal  nation,  like  that  of  Spain. 

Seeing  the  evils  that  result  from  the  course  pursued  by  privateers  out  of  this  island,  I  call  upon  your 
excellency,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  of  that  benign  ]iolicy  wliicli  has  marked  the  course  of  our  politi- 
cal career,  to  place  such  cheeks  and  restraints  upon  their  jiroeeedings  as  will,  in  future,  seemx^  the 
American  commerce  from  intirnipt ion,  and  those  vexatious  seizures  of  which  the  eiti/eiis  of  the  United 
States  justly  complain. 

These  complaints,  nesting  on  the  foundation  of  wrongs  of  an  aggravated  nature,  which  cannot  be 
justified  by  any  ]n'e\ions  aggressions  of  American  citizens,  convince  me  that  they  will  not  be  sanctii.ined 
by  one  of  your  excelleney's  libei-al  and  comprehensive  views. 

Confident  of  this,  1  feel  much  satisfaction  in  complying  with  that  part  of  my  instructions  which 
requires  me  to  learn  from  your  excellency  how  far  privateers  fitted  out  of  this  island  are  authorized  to 
capture  and  bring  in  fin-  adjudication,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  pursuing  a  lawful  commerce. 
Inf  irmation  on  tliis  head  will  serve  to  explain  fully  the  footing  on  which  our  inaritime  relations  rest  in 
this  (piarter. 

Be  iileased  to  ace.'pt  mv  best  wishes  for  the  lieallh  and  happiness  of  your  exeelh^ney,  and  believe  me, 
with  the  most  perfect  coiisii'leration. 

Your  excellclle^•'s  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.   SPENCE,  CcqMin  U.  S.  A'ory. 

■r,  from  the  master  of  the  brig  General  Andrew  Jackson,  relative 
iiish  privateer  General  Pereira. 

.Ez  DE  Lix.\RE7,,  Govcmor  of  Foiio  liiro,  d-c,  d-c,  dc. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Cyanf.,  St.  John's,  P.  R.,  Atir/iist  30,  1822. 

Sir:  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  alluding  to  the  caiitiire  of  the  Pancheta,  some  of  tlie  circum- 
stanees  attending  it  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  appears  that  this  privateer  has  been  for  a  consideraljle  time  engaged  in  intercepting  our  vessels, 
fVei|ueiitly  boarding  thi'ni,  and  exercising  an  intolerable  inquisilion,  vexatious  of  themselves,  sufficient  to 
call  for  all  niedy,  but  Would  not  lia\-e  occasioned  any  olfeusix'c  measures  on  the  part  of  American  cruisers. 
'I'lie  instructions  --ix-cn  to  our  <-oinniaiiilers  eonline  their  disci-ctioiiary  powers  within  limits  too  circum- 
scribed to  admit  ol  their  being  led  to  an  act  of  indiscrel ion.  'I'hey  are  imperntively  commanded  to  do 
nothing  that  can  tend  to  intennpt  the  hannony  exist  ing  betwei'n  tiie  I'nited  States'  and  other  powers, 
whose  maritime  rights  have  e\-cr  been  )-espccteil,  ami  never  designedly  intiingcd. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  I'anclicta's  capture  was  ]irv  having  been  guilty  of  scviaal  recent  acts  of 
plunder,  and  lier  having,  but  ;i  shoit  whil.'  pie\i,,usly  to  her  "  inishap,"  lak.'u  a  nundierof  articles  from 
an  American  trader,  t..  which  the  caplain  and   crew  made  oath.      If  these   facts  are  as  represented,  and  I 
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am  iiitlucoJ  to  tliink  thry  will  l>c  iiK-ontrovcrlilily  cstalilislnMl,  they  certainly  must  bo  denominated  acts  of 

jiiracy  ooiiiinittcil  ii| ilir  ciiizriis  id'  tlic  I'liiinl  Slates,  who  have  been  made  to  sutrer,  in  their  property 

;u]il  Rvliii--s,  l.y  lln'sc  an.l  siiiiilai- oiiti-a^-i's.  AiM  to  tlu'sr  causes,  on  being:  hailed,  she  fired  into  tlie 
United  States  schooner  Grain|j|is.  W'iiat  aruicd  vessel  could  expect  to  fire  at  an  American  ship  of  war 
with  iiiipu)iity? 

These  circumstances,  when  the  allair  shall  be  judicially  iiivesti,L;-uted,  I  am  inclined  to  think  will  be 
found  substantially  correct;  if  otherwise,  there  is  an  equity  in  the  yovenmient  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  that  never  was  appealed  to  in  vain.  There  is  a  sentiment  of  honor  and  generosity  in  the  American 
people  that  will  sustain  the  injured,  be  he  friend  or  foe — that  will  redress  wrongs  with  "  even-handed 
justice." 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  statement,  with  a  view  to  allay  the  sensations  of  which  your 
excellency  speaks,  as  having  been  excited  by  this  transaction;  sensations  I  have  had  occasion  myself  to 
experience,  with  the  additional  a,ii;gravation  of  knowing  that  the  authors  of  them,  lurking  in  obscurity, 
were  sheltered  from  personal  amenability;  while,  in  the  present  case,  your  excellency  must  feel  an  assur- 
ance that  the  standing  of  the  active  ollicer  in  command  of  the  Grampus,  as  well  as  the  magnitude  of  the 
aflair,  are  such  as  to  pass  them  in  review  of  the  whole  American  people — a  never-erring  ordeal;  that  laws, 
and  not  individuals,  will  dcciilc  as  to  the  iTiiiiinality  of  the  cruise  of  the  Pancheta,  and  will  determine 
how  far  that  officer  was  justiliable  in  arresting;-  her  depredatory  excursions. 

American  cruisers  liave  been  sent  to  these  seas  to  protect  our  trade;;  there  existed  a  crying  cause — 
the  means  of  mischief  were  accumulating — impunity  had  prodnceil  audacity;  and  the  ocean  washing  the 
shores  of  these  islands,  which  the  interest  of  the  world  requires  should  he  improfaned  by  the  path  of  the 
plunderer,  had  become  the  theatre  of  outrage  and  rapine.  Amerieau  citizens  had  suffered  in  their  pro- 
perty and  sacred  persons.  To  remedy  these  evils,  our  officers  will  be  active,  vigilant,  and  unweary; 
producing,  by  their  conduct,  a  conviction  that  when  acts  are  perpetrated,  such  as  the  Pancheta  is  charged 
with  having  committed,  there  is  no  escape.  There  must  be  safety  in  peace,  or  its  best  objects  are 
defeated;  there  must  be  security  on  the  great  "  thoroughfare"  of  all  nations,  otherwise  its  best  purposes 
are  perverted. 

Persuaded  that  j-our  excellency  will  not  consider  this  as  unreasonable,  and  that  you  will  see  tlie 
consequences  I  have  pointed  out  as  the  inevitable  result  of  causes  Iktimu  set  forth, 

I  remain,  with  the  most  perfect  consideration,  your  exeelleney's  obedient  servant, 

ROBEirr  T,  Sf'ENUE,  Captain  in  the  Naaj. 

His  excellency  Don  Fr,\ncisco  Gonzalez  pe  Linarez, 

Governor  of  Forto  Rico,  &c.,  <tc. 


U.  S.  Ship  Cyaxe,  St.  Johi'A,  Porto  Pdeo,  Septemhpr  1,  1822. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  28th  and  31st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  several  communications  from  me,  have 
been  duly  received — translations  of  which,  I  have  but  tin's  moment  been  able  to  obtain. 

In  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Pancheta,  I  beg  permission  to  repeat,  that  it  must  be  considered  as 
a  disaster  growing  out  of  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  her  crew,  and  as  one  of  the  retributive  results  of  an 
abuse  of  her  cruising  license. 

Wo  require  that  our  lawful  commerce  shall  be  umnolestcd;  that  our  vessels  shall  not,  from  frivolous 
causes,  and  on  pretexts  of  which  every  privateersman  constitutes  himself  a  judge,  be  intercepted,  and 
subjected  to  inquisitorial  scrutiny,  and  American  citizens  made  to  incur  intolerable  inconvenience  and 
expense.  Evils  like  these  have  a  remedy,  which  the  most  forbearing  would  not  expect  should  remain 
dormant. 

1  am  convinced  your  exeelleiiey  has  lieeii  iijeorreetly  iidormed  as  to  the  treatiuent  of  tlie  crew  of 
the  Pancheta,  which  you  represent  as  cruel  and  unmercifully  harsh.  The  ollieer  connnaiiding  the  schooner 
Grampus  is  well  known  for  his  humane  feeling,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  all  practicable  and  proper  mild- 
ness was  exercised  on  the  occasion. 

It  is  not  to  a  discussion  of  the  laws  and  principles  of  "  lilockade,"  that  I  am  desirous  of  calling  j-our 
excelleiiey's  attention — they  are  settled  and  established  by  the  concurrent  opinion  of  the  wisest  statesmen, 
and  are  ii.i  lon^ei-  doubtful.  "  Blockade''  is  not  a  mystical  arcanum;  it  involves  certain  practical  rules' 
amply  explained,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  well  and  fully  understood  by  your  excellency. 

it  was  to  invite  a  just  application  to  these  principles,  aei'iudiug  to  the  acknowledged  usages  of  the 
age,  that  I  was  led  to  prese/it  the  subject  to  your  excellency's  attention,  therel'y  to  prevent  the  seizure  of 
our  vessels,  and  to  do  away  a  pretext,  often  alleged,  for  sending  them  in  for  aiiju<lication. 

It  was  presumed  that  your  excellency's  powers  exteuded  to  the  correction  of  evils,  existing  within 
the  ran,t;-e  of  your  authority;  that  you  had  the  means  of  elie<-kin_g  the  licentiousness  of  privateering;  and 
that,  seeing  the  peiiiieious  effects  of  it,  you  would  leel  everv  disposition  to  shield  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  inleiposilion  of  seasonable  restraints.   " 

While  I  I'ecl  confKleiit  that  your  excellency  will  adopt,  with  promptitude,  measures  calculated  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  ,L;ri<'vau<'es  set  foith  'in  my  eouunuuication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  must  beg  leave 
again  to  rejieat  the  expression  of  my  hope  and  expectation,  that  you  will  cause  all  American  vessels,  now 
illegally  detained  in  the  ports  of  this  island,  forthwith  to  be  released,  and  equitable  damages  awarded 
such  of  the  eii  i/.eus  of  the  United  States  as  have  suffered,  either  in  property  or  person. 

The  well  known  character  of  your  excellency,  for  wisdom  and  justice,  inclines  me  to  believe  that 
these  expectations  will  appear  reasonable  and  right,  and  that  they  will  be  fully  and  satisfactorily  realized  by 
Your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE,  Captain  in  the  Navy. 

His  excellency  D<in  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Linarez, 

Goi-crnor  of  Porto  Rico,  d-c,  dc. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  September  3,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  several  communications  from  your  excellency,  in  reply  to  letters 
addressed  to  you  on  subjects  of  veiy  considerable  moment. 

Your  professions  of  respect  for  the  laws  of  nations,  and  your  detenniii;ilii)ii  nf  makiiij;-  them,  and  the 
laws  of  the  "  constitutional  monarchy  of  Spain,"  your  guides,  and  tlie  intciuion  ycm  cxpicss  nf  inquiring- 
into  the  matters  set  forth  in  my  official  reprcscntatimis,  &c.,  &c.,'are  all  prii|irily  aiiprcTJated,  and  will, 
doubtless,  prove  highly  efficacious.  The  hiws  of  Spain,  no  doubt,  are  all  whicli  the  aiiumulated  expe- 
rience of  ages,  and  the  united  wisdom  of  sa-'c  men  eai  make  them;  and,  if  adijiinistcrcd  liy  one  of  your 
excellency's  impartiality,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  atlurd  no  good  cause  of  complaint. 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few  days  since,  to  present,  for  the  consideration  of  your  excellency,  some  of  the 
proceedings  and  decisions  of  the  constituted  tribunals  of  tiie  island;  whether  such  are  just  or  legal, 
your  excellency  can  decide — to  me  they  seem  novel  and  extraordinary;  and,  with  a  knowledge  of  some 
of  the  minor  circumstances  attending  those  vexatious  trials,  1  caiun.it  refrain  fium  saying  they  appear 
strange. 

I  am  sure  yoTir  ejjcolloiicy  will  deem  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  "constitutional  monarchy"  you  repre- 
sent, to  cause  Ami'iiian  citi/.i'iis  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  sustained  by  such  adjudications  as  your 
excellency  has  hccn  in\  itcil  t<i  investigate.  It  is  but  right  and  just  to  expect  this  of  the  laws  of  Spain; 
and  while  I  indulge  a  belief  that  such  will  be  the  course  pursued,  I  am  led  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
policy  of  doing  away  all  future  occasion  of  dissatisfaction,  by  rendering  the  owners,  or  captains,  of  the 
privateers  out  of  Forto  Rico,  more  accountable. 

In  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  requested  that  your  excellency  would  do  me  the  honor  to  state  how 
far  tlicsc  privateers  are  authorized  Ijy  the  authorities  of  the  island  to  capture,  and  bring  in  for  adjudica- 
tion, vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  commerce.  This  information  your 
excellency  has  not  thought  pr()]ier  to  afford. 

From  the  facility  with  which  these  small  privateers  are  fitted  out,  and  from  the  description  of  persons 
•on  board  some  of  them,  it  has  (H(  in  rcil  to  me  that  they  are  not  made  to  enter  into  penal  bond  to  restrain, 
and  produce  responsibility,  for  llic  excesses  they  may  commit,  but  are  left  to  cruise  "ad  libitum."  Under 
such  cireuiiistanees,  t I'a lis-ivssiens  are  ilievitalile. 

II  is  auainsl  the  aL:-iessi( .ns  nf  siuli  vessels,  I  remonstrate — protesting  against  the  improper  privi- 
lege tluy  \m\v  exereiseil,  iif  iiilei-eeiiting  and  detaining,  on  the  high  seas,  vessels  of  the  United  States 
engaged  in  a  lawful  trade.  Ami  it  heeemes  neei'ssary  for  me  to  inform  your  excellency,  and  wish  it 
should  be  known  to  all  whom  it  may  cniK'i'ni,  that,  M'ith  a  view  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  a  state 
of  things  fraught  with  miscliief  ami  abuse;  tn  guard  against  a  maritime  anarchy,  to  which  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  subjected;  to  secure  to  its  citizens  safety,  ami  to  its  Hag  the  benelits  of 
peace  and  neutrality;  and  to  preserve  the  harmony  my  government  is  desirous  slimilil  exist  between  the 
two  nations;  I  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  give  convoy  to  American  vessels  navigating  these  seas,  and  shall 
forbid,  and  prevent,  any  interruption  or  detention  by  any  privateer  or  armed  vessel,  and  shall  feel  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  treat  as  an  enemy,  and  send  to  the  United  States,  any  privateer,  or  armed  vessel, 
that  shall  cause  hindrance  to  the  lawful  voyage  of  an  American  vessel,  or  sliall  be  found  violating  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  .,f  natrons. 

Satisfied  that  your  excellency  will  hxik  upon  this  cmirse  of  conduct  as  moderate,  and  unavoidable,  I 
remain 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  SPENCE,  CcqMin  in  the  Navy. 
His  excellency  Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Lixarez,  Governor  of  Porto  Rico. 


[Translation.] 

Don  Fr.  Gonz^.  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spenee. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  official  letter,  informing  me,  generally,  of  the  depredations  and  excesses 
committed  by  the  Spanish  privateers  of  this  island,  upon  tlie  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  I  was 
informed,  and  in  partieulai-,  upon  the  brigantine  (ieneral  Andrew  Jackson,  by  the  Pereira,  I  resolved  to 
take  the  first  care  with  res[ieet  to  the  last,  by  the  inrorination  of  an  individual  of  that  nation,  Mr.  Judah 
Lord. 

My  answers  te.  this  gentleman  showed  hini  my  siirprise,  and  the  just  indignati.m  which  s(.  unlawful 
a  tramsgression  of  the  law  of  nations  had  excited  "in  this  govennnent';  the  precautions  which  it  took  to 
prove  its  truth;  and  the  justi<-e  which  animated  it  to  ])\inish  the  crime  with  all  the  rigor  of  the  Spanish 
laws;  laws  capable  of  theniseh'es  of  \\liat  h<',  on  his  part,  can  desire. 

The  same,  tlieref  in\  that  I  said  to  Mr.  Lord  I  re|)eat  to  you;  animateil  with  the  same  principles  and 
sentiments  which  govern  the  coiidnct  of  the  supreme  govern'ment  of  the  Siianish   nation,  and  which  form 

Hilt  1  am  certain  tharyoii  I'lave  not  been  well  informed  regarding  the  destruction  and  spoliations  gene- 
rally coinniilted  upon  all  .\'iiieri<-an  vessels.  1  have  the  most  repeated  proofs  of  the  regular  conduct  of  the 
Spanisli  |>iivateers  towards  lhe^e  \c'ssels,  which  they  have  exaniine(l  and  respected  in  very  considerable 
nuniliers,  showing  to  tile  world  that  they  are  not  desperadoes,  liecanse  they  know  not  what  it  means,  nor 

Would  to  (iod  that  some  vessels  of  the  military  marine  of  the  United  States  had  observed  towards 
Spanish  vessels,  and  towards  the  national  military  flag,  a  conduct  so  regular!  1  am  certain  that  there 
would  not  have  been  the  disagreeable  sensations  which  now  exist  from  it. 

When  1  speak  to  you,  sir,  in  this  manner,  I  do  it  with  respect  to  the  scandalous  attack  made  by  the 
United  States  schooner-of-war  the  (Jiainpus,  upon  the  Spanish  privateer  the  Palmyra,  which  she  attacked 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  killed  and  wounded  several  of  her  crew,  treated  with  indignity  the  Spanish  flag, 
confined  in  chains  the  greater  part  of  her  crew,  and  that  at  the  very  moment  when  an  officer  was  about 
going  on  board  of  her  to  present  her  papers,  and  to  comply  with  the  law  of  nations. 
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Yon  will  perliaps  be  informed  of  this  attack,  seldom  seen  in  the  history  of  civilized  nations;  and  no 
doubt  if  jou  have  been  so  with  truth,  as  I  am,  you  will  have  had  the  same  horror  and  disgust;  because  it 
is  impossible  otherwise  to  consider  the  most  sacred  conventions  trampled  upon,  and  the  majesty  of  a 
nation  insulted;  of  a  nation  whicli  has  always  preserved  her  rights,  and  which,  oftener  than  once,  has 
given  public  proofs  of  her  < stiiiny,  and  of  her  never  having  been  offended  with  impunity. 

For  my  part,  with  rcs|>iit  tu  ihis  event,  I  do  nothing  else  but  point  it  out  to  you  as  a  particular 
piece  of  news,  Iiccuusc  its  ilcci.si<m  belongs  to  the  supreme  government  of  both  natiotis.  As  a  functionary 
of  mine,  I  will  not  dcjiait  fiom  the  path  which  it  has  pointed  out  tome;  justice  shall  always  be  my 
guide.  I  shall  respect  the  laws  of  nations;  and  I  shall  punish,  with  the  laws  in  my  hand,  such  Spanish 
subjects  as  shall  transgress  their  duties 

God  preserve  you  many  years.  FR.  GONZ.  DE  LIXAKEZ. 

Porto  Rico,  August  21,  1822. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Liiiarez  to  Captain  Hpence. 

Porto  Eico,  Augud  28,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  just  seen  your  official  letter  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  depredations  which  arc  said  to 
have  been  committed  by  Spanish  privateers  against  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

As  this  communication  is  siilistantially  the  same  as  the  former,  it  appears  only  necessary  to  repeat 
my  yesterday's  answer;  but,  wishing'  to  i;  ive  you  new  proofs  of  the  justice  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish, 
government,  I  will  enter  into  new  explanations. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  armed  privateers  of  this  island  have  not  committed,  upon  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  the  scandalous  crimes  with  which  your  personal  concern  has  been  raised,  or  a  mistake  has 
entered  into  your  mind.  They  have  been  examined  by  many,  and  have,  without  the  least  injury,  con- 
tinued their  voyages;  and  doubtless,  in  a  short  time,  you  will  be  convinced  of  a  truth  so  notorious. 

I  only  speak  of  the  privateers  armed  in  this  island,  and  am  verj'  far  from  making  an  apology  for 
those  that  have  been  armed  in  other  provinces,  because  I  am  ignorant  of  their  conduct;  and  although  it 
may  have  been  criminal  in  this  manner,  it  belongs  not  to  my  authority  to  juniish  llieni. 

But  if  it  is  very  strange  that,  even  when  there  were  some  trilling  excesses,  enei-ct  ical  remonstrances 
were  made  for  them;  and  the  attack  of  the  American  sclKJonei-  Crainpus  has  lieeii  passed  over  in  silence, 
or  considered  as  a  circumstance  of  no  moment,  in  which  the  particular  circumstance  occurred  of  her 
belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  what  comparison  can  ever  exist  between  the  detention  of  a 
vessel,  and  even  committing  some  pitiful  and  contemptible  depredation  (if  such  has  heen  done),  and  the 
attack  of  the  other,  to  destroy  her  in  a  perfidious  manner,  to  cause  the  death,  and  imprisonment  of  the 
crews  in  chains;  and  what  is  more,  insulting  and  trampling  upon  the  Spanish  military  flag?  Who  ever 
so  openly  violated  the  maritime  law  of  nations?  And  who,  after  such  a  violation,  will  attempt  to  declaim 
against  injuries  either  imaginary  or  immensely  less? 

In  fine,  the  peace  between  two  nations,  as  Spain  and  that  to  which  you  belong,  sir,  is  a  blessing  for 
the  preservation  of  which  I  am  ready  to  become  a  sacrifice;  therefore  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that 
the  laws  will  be  enforced  in  as  far  as  they  have  been  transgressed;  and  therefore  I  consider  myself  enti- 
tled to  require  the  same  frankness  and  consideration  from  you,  notwithstanding  my  having  explained 
myself  so  rudely;  because  our  respective  governments  will  do  what  they  think  proper,  and  will  do  what 
is  most  just  for  the  well  being  of  their  people. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FR.  GONZALEZ  DE  LIXAREZ. 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Porto  Rico,  August  .31,  1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  under  date  of 
28th  instant,  relative  to  the  indemnification  which  ought  to  be  made  to  the  American  vessels  detained  by 
privateers  of  this  island,  nnd  condemned  to  pay  costs,  after  being  declared  innocent  by  the  courts  of 
justice;  and,  also,  relative  to  the  nnility  and  illegality  of  the  blockade  declared  against  the  p»orts  of 
Terra  Finjia,  loi-  the   reasons  which  you  are  pleasi^d  to  give  as  your  opinion. 

The  principles  established  by  the  maritime  law  of  civilized  nations  are  not  unknown  to  me,  nor  the 
causes  which  have  influenced  the  declaration  of  blockade  against  the  ports  occupied  I'v  the  insurgents; 
nor  even  the  maritime  military  force  by  which  this  declaration  can  be,  and  has  been  snppoited;  yet,  as 
on  one  hand  my  authority,  being  circumscribed  to  a  province  at  a  distance  from  those  places,  has  no  influ- 
ence, nor  can  have,  in  any  official  acts;  and,  on  the  other,  subjects  of  this  nature  belong,  by  their  character, 
to  the  examination  and  decision  of  the  supreme  governments  of  the  nations,  it  is  my  duty  to  avoid  all 
interference  in  them,  and  to  confine  myself  to  the  circle  of  my  functions. 

I  have  before  me  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  enclose  to  me  in  your  said  official  letter, 
containing  the  vessels  detained,  with  the  circumstances  in  which  they  have  been,  and  the  consequences 
which  have  ensued.  I  owe  it  to  the  justice,  to  the  unalterableness  of  my  principles,  and  to  the  rectitude 
of  the  government  which  I  represent,  to  declare  to  you  that   I  shall   take  all   the  provisions  within  my 
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power  to  elicit  the  truth  of  what  has  occurred  with  respect  to  the  detained  vessels,  repeating  that  you 
may  rest  assured  that  the  laws  of  the  king-doin  shall  judge  and  decide  upon  them,  without  the  possibility 
of  any  alteration  in  their  legitimate  application.  Neither  partiality  nor  personal  interest,  nor  the  pas- 
sions, shall  have  any  voice  or  take  any  part  in  the  decisions;  the  law  shall  dictate,  and  all  (I  the  first) 
shall  submit  to  it. 

God  preserve  you  many  years.  FRANCIS  GONZALEZ  DE  LINAREZ. 


[Translation.] 

Don  Francisco  Gonzales  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  translation  of  your  official  note  of  the  29th  ult.,  and  which  is  an  answer 
to  mine  of  the  27tli,  containing,  also,  the  former  acknowledgment  of  the  letter  of  the  interpreter  de  Ponce, 
which  was  connnunicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Lord,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  now  recently  of  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Arthur  Edgerton,  mate  of  the  brig  Andrew  Jackson,  in  wliicli  1  liavr  liad  the  pleasure 
of  reading  that  he  and  his  companions,  detained  on  board  the  privateer,  had  hrm  n-rll  ImUrd. 

You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  let  me  know  the  things  which  have  been  i)hiii(l(ii(l  Irnm  the  detained 
vessel,  and  claim  the  damages  whicli  liave  ensued  on  her  detention.  I  have  taken  all  the  measures  which 
were  in  my  power,  for  elicitiii.i;-  the  tiulii  of  the  facts,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of  Spain;  and 
when,  according  to  them,  tiic  (IclimiiKiits  are  tried  and  convicted,  they  shall  be  punished;  then  the  tribu- 
nals established  by  the  constitutional  law  of  the  monarchy  will  take  cognizance,  to  which  the  power  of 
judging  and  applying  the  laws,  is 'exclusively  granted — principles  from  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
deviate,  as  it  is  with  respect  to  those  which  rule  in  the  United  States,  for  any  functionary  to  deviate 
from  them. 

You  may  rest  assured,  that,  if  the  authorities  appointed  there  to  try  crimes  of  this  class,  are  inex- 
orable in  their  conduct,  admitting  nothing  but  law  and  justice,  those  which  are  in  the  territory  of  the 
constitutiiinul  incmanliy  nf  Spain,  summoned  for  that  purpose,  will  never  yield  in  their  principles  of 
justice,  and  in  llie  rullil'liiiciii  nf  tlicir  duties.  To  them  it  belongs  to  try  by  the  laws,  and  to  apply  them, 
and  to  tlif  ]inliti(al  .i;ovcrnnicut  nl'  the  [leople  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  legal  decisions  of  the  judicial 
power,  and  to  watch  over  the  observance  of  the  laws,  by  taking  care  that  no  one  break  them. 


God  preserve  you  many  years 
Porto  Rico,  September  1,  1822. 


FRANCISCO  GONZALEZ  DE  LINAREZ. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.] 

Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Sjxnce. 

Sib:  Your  official  note  of  the  30th  ult.  has  informed  me  of  the  intelligence  whicli  has  reached  you  of 
the  motives  which  the  schooner  Grampus  had  for  the  hard  and  unexpected  treatment  of  the  Spanish  pri- 
vateer, the  Palmyra. 

My  former  communications  have  shown  you  what  my  principles  are,  and  what  my  conduct  has  been 
in  this  matter,  as  a  faithful  observer  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The  truth  of 
what  has  happened  in  that  capture,  will  be  the  result  of  a  legal  investigation,  in  which  sinister  informa- 
tions, which  partiality  or  personal  interest  often  dictate,  have  no  part.  When  that  shall  have  been  elu- 
cidated in  the  way  which  the  laws  require,  our  supreme  government  will  decide  with  justice  what  is 
proper. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  GONZALEZ  DE  LINAREZ. 

Porto  Rico,  Septenxber  2,  1822. 


Don  Francisco  Gonzalez  de  Linarez  to  Captain  Spence. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  your  official  note  of  the  1st  inst.  Its  object  is — Isi  The  good  con- 
duct of  the  schooner  Grampus  in  the  capture  of  the  Pancheta;  2d.  The  necessity  under  wliich  the  govern- 
ment is  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  ii|ura1i(ins  and  irregular  conduct  of  the  privateers  towards  American 
vessels;  3d,  To  procure  the  immciliatc  lilx  ratidu  of  those  that  may  have  been  detained  in  the  ports;  4th. 
Prompt  indemnification  for  the  losses  tliev  liavc  sustained. 

On  making  the  enumeration  of  these  matters,  I  must  call  your  attention  to  my  former  answers,' 
because  they  have  already  been  treated  of  in  them  implicitly  and  explicitly.  Notwithstanding,  I  will 
repeat  to  you  that  the  decision  upon  the  justice  or  injustice,  the  validity  or  invalidity,  the  legality  or 
illegality,  of  the  blockade  on  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma,  is  beyond  my  authority;  that  'tli<>  privateers  are 
informed  by  the  ordinances  of  their  cruise  of  their  respective  obligations,  for  the  transgression  (if  which 
they  will  be  responsible,  and  punished  by  the  laws,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  similar  .ases  the  privateers 
of  the  United  States  would  be  by  the  justice  of  the  government,  if  tiiey  should  transgress  the  limits  which 
should  be  prescribed  to  them,  but  without  this  transgression  they  should  not  be  responsible;  lastly,  that, 
by  the  political  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  functions  of  the  judicial  power  are  clearly 
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designated,  the  gov(M-ninoiit  liciiip,-  totally  pniliibiti'd  from  Loin"-  joined  with  them;  and  one  of  tlie  great 
props  of  civil  liberty  runsistin^-  in  lliis  clear  sc|)aialioii.  'J'o  )ii-es(n-ve  interior  tranquillity  and  security; 
to  procure  public  [uosih  rity;  to  niainiain  establislicd  oi-dc)';  to  wateh  over  the  observance  of  the  laws;  to 
publish  them;  to  cause  tlic  execution  ni'  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice  to  be  in  all  its  parts  an 
agent  of  the  governinent — here,  sir,  you  may  see  the  circle  of  mj'  functions. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  GONZALEZ  DE  LINAREZ. 

PoRTO  Rico,  Srplembt'r  9,  1822. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Robert  T.  Spence,  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Cijane,  to  the  Secre- 
tary if  the  Navy,  dated  — 

St.  Johns,  Porto  Rico,  September  5,  1822. 
Since  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  transmitting  my  correspondence,  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
the  governor,  who  begs  me  to  be  assured,  that  all  he  can  do,  shall  be  done  to  meet  my  wishes,  in  relation 
to  the  privateers  fitted  out  of  the  island;  that  those  already  out  were  equipped  before  he  assumed  the 
government;  that  he  is  opposed  to  it,  both  in  his  private  and  public  capacity;  that  future  restraints  shall 
be  placed  upon  them;  and  that  he  will  remedy  all  abuses,  as  far  as  he  has  the  power.  That  the  brig 
Andrew  Jackson  he  had  ordered  to  be  set  at  liberty;  that  he  should  inquire  into  the  cause  of  her  deten- 
tion; and,  unless  good  and  sufficient  reasons  can  be  given,  he  will  take  ste|is  to  cause  the  judge  to  be 
removed.  In  fine,  that  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  keep  the  laws  of  nations  inviolate.  That,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  blockade  he  can  do  nothing;  it  was  a  (|uestioii  that  must  be  settled  l.ei  ween  the  two  governments; 
the  blockade  had  been  declared  by  General  Morillo,  it  was  recognized,  and  the  consequences  of  violating 
it  were  inevitable;  over  this  question  he  had  no  control. 


List  of  the  names  and  force  of  the  privateers  fitted  out  from  the  various  ports  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 

Palomo — A  full  rigged  brig,  pierced  for  twenty  guns,  carries  six  guns  (18-lb.  carronades)  has  a  com- 
plement of  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.     Fitted  out  from  this  port,  and  now  on  a  cruise. 

Pancheta — An  lierniai>hrodite  brig,  pierced  for  sixteen  guns,  carries  ten  to  twelve  guns,  has  a  com- 
plement of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men — captured  by  the  Grampus. 

Schooner  General  Pcmra — Pierced  for  sixteen  guns;  carries  six  to  eight  guns,  and  has  a  complement 
of  eighty  men;  is  fitted  out  from  this  place,  and  now  in  this  port. 

Schooner  Bruquena — Carries  four  guns  and  fifty  to  sixty  men,  fitted  out  from  this  port,  and  now  on 
a  cruise. 

Schooner  Hora  de  la  Mar — Fitted  out  from  Foxardo,  and  now  on  a  cruise;  carries  one  gun  and  forty 
men. 

Flechera  la  Carmen — Fitted  out  from  Porto  Cabello;  carries  four  guns,  and  a  complement  of  fifty 
men. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  (I  am  informed)  three  or  four  other  small  privateers,  from  the  diflerent 
ports  of  this  island,  of  the  names  and  force  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge. 


Official  communication  from  the  Dejyartmcnt  to  Commodore  Porter. 
A. 

Navy  Dep.irtment,  February  1,  1823. 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  squadron,  fitted  out  under  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  20th  of  December  last,  to  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas  iind  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing piracy,  and  affording  eflectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Your  attention  will  also  be  extended  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  copies  of  which,  and  of  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to 
our  naval  eoinniandei  s  thereon,  are  herewith  sent  to  you.  While  it  is  your  duty  to  protect  our  commerce 
against  all  unlawl'ul  interruption,  and  to  guard  the  rights,  both  of  person  and  property,  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  it  shall  become  necessary,  you  will  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to 
encroach  upon  the  rights  of  others;  and  should  you,  at  any  time,  be  brought  into  discussion  or  collision 
with  any  foreign  power,  in  relation  to  such  rights,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  that  the  same  should 
bo  conducted  with  as  much  moderation  and  forbearance  as  is  consistent  M-illi  (he  honor  of  your  country 
and  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens.  Should  you,  in  your  cruise  fall  in  with  any  foreign  naval  force,  engaged 
in  the  sii|ii)ression  of  piracy,  it  is  desirable  that  harmony  and  a  good  nnderstanding-  should  be  cultivated 
between  you;  and  you  will  do  everything  on  your  part,  that  accoids  with  tlie  honor  of  the  American  flag, 
t(5  promote  this  object.  So  soon  as  the  vessels  at  Norfolk  sliall  I'e  ready  lor  sea.  you  will  proceed  to  the 
West  Indies,  b^-  such  route  as  you  shall  judge  best  for  the  piniiose  of  clleeting  the  object  of  your  cruise. 
You  will  establish,  at  Thompson's  Island,  usually  called  Key  West,  a  depot,  and  land  the  ordnance  and 
marines  to  protect  the  stores  and  provisions;  if,  however,  you  shall  find  any  important  objection  to  this 
place,  and  a  more  suitable  and  convenient  one  can  be  found,  you  are  at  liberty  to  select  it  as  a  depot. 

You  will  announce  your  arrival  and  object  to  the  authorities,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  and  endeavor  to  obtain,  as  far  as  shall  be  practicable,  their  co-operation,  or  at  least  their  favorable 
and  friendly  support,  giving  them  the  most  unequivocal  assurance,  that  your  sole  object  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  pirates.  The  system  of  piracy  which  has  grown  up  in  the  West  Indies,  has  obviously  arisen 
from  the  war  between  Spain  and  the  new  governments,  her  late  provinces,  in  this  hemisphere,  and  from 
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the  limited  forces  in  the  islands,  and  their  sparse  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  unin- 
habited and  desolate,  to  which  the  active  authority  of  the  government  does  not  extend.  It  is  understood 
that  establishments  have  been  made  by  parties  of  those  banditti,  in  those  uninhabited  parts,  to  which 
they  carry  their  plunder,  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  government  of 
any  island  will  afford  any  protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently 
be  believed,  that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  aflbrd  all  means  in  their 
power  for  tlieir  supiiression. 

Pirates  arc  ((iiisiilciid,  l)y  the  law  uf  nations,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the  duty  of  all 
nations  to  put  tlicm  iluwn;  ai'id  mnic,  who  respect  their  own  character  or  interest,  will  refuse  to  do  it, 
much  less  alfi.nl  them  an  asylum  and  prolcctiiui.  The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions  to  sup- 
press such  liunditti,  has  the  greatest  merit.  In  making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of  every 
other  piiwcr,  lu  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  t<i  tlie  enjoyment,  under  its  sanction,  of  all  its  rights  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  object. 

In  the  case  of  belligerents,  where  the  army  of  (ine  party  enters  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power,  the 
army  of  the  other  has  a  right  td  ielhiw  it  there.  In  the  case  of  pirates,  the  right  of  the  armed  force  of 
one  power  to  follow  them  nito  the  territory  of  another,  is  more  complete.  In  regard  to  pirates,  there  is 
no  neutral  party;  they  being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  all  nations  are  pailies  against  them,  and 
may  be  considered  as  allies.  The  object  and  intention  of  our  government  is,  te  respect  the  feelings  as 
well  as  the  right  of  others,  both  in  substance  and  in  form,  in  all  the  measures  wliich  may  be  adopted  to 
accomplish  the  end  in  view.  Should,  therefore,  the  crews  of  any  vessels  which  you  have  seen  engaged 
in  acts  of  piracy,  or  which  you  have  just  cause  to  suspect  of  being  of  that  character,  retreat  into  the 
ports,  harbors,  or  settled  parts  of  the  island,  you  may  enter,  in  pursuit  of  them,  such  ports,  harbors,  and 

settled  parts  of  the  country,*  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  authorities,  or  ] |ih\  as  the  ease  maybe, 

to  seize  and  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  previously  giving  notice  that  this  is  yunr  suK'  el.ject. 

Where  a  government  exists,  and  is  felt,  you  will,  in  all  instances,  respect  the  local  authorities,  and 
only  act  in  aid  of,  and  co-operate  with  them;  it  being  the  exclusive  purpose  of  the  United  States  to 
suppress  piracy,  an  object  in  which  all  nations  are  equally  interested;  and,  in  the  accomplishment  of 
which,  the  Spanish  authorities  and  people  will,  it  is  presumed,  cordially  co-operate,  with  you.  If,  in  the 
pursuit  of  pirates,  found  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat  into  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  islands,  or  foreign  terri- 
tory, you  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  them,  so  long  only  as  there  is  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to 
apprehend  them;  and  in  no  case  are  you  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  apprehend  any  one,  after  having  been 
forbidden  so  to  do  by  competent  authority  of  the  local  government.  And,  should  you,  on  such  pursuit, 
apprehend  any  pirates  upon  land,  you  will  deliver  them  over  to  the  proper  authority,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law,  and  you  will  furnish  such  evidence  as  shall  be  in  your  power,  to  prove  the  oflfenee  alleged 
against  them.  Should  the  local  authorities  refuse  to  receive  and  prosecute  such  persons,  so  aii|ii-ehcii(hMl, 
on  your  furnishing  them  with  reasonable  evidence  of  their  guilt,  you  will  then  keep  them,  saldy  and 
securely,  on  board  some  of  the  vessels  under  your  command,  and  report,  without  delay,  to  this  Department, 
the  particular  circumstances  of  such  cases.  Great  complaints  are  made  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to 
our  commerce,  by  privateers  fitted  out  from  Spanish  ports.  You  will  endeavor  to  obtain,  from  the  Spanish 
authorities,  a  list  of  the  vessels  so  commissioned,  and  ascertain  how  far  they  have  been  instructed  to 
intercept  our  trade  witli  Mexico  and  the  Columbian  republic,  impressing  upon  them,  that,  according  to  the 
well  settled  rule  <  if  tiie  law  <jf  nations,  the  United  States  will  not  consider  any  portion  of  coast  upon  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  as  legally  blockaded,  except  where  a  naval  force  is  stationed,  sufficient  to  carry  into  eflect  the 
blockading  order  or  decree;  and  that,  tiiis  gdvernment  does  not  admit  the  right  or  authority  <if  Spain  to 
interdict,  or  interrupt  our  commerce  with  any  purtion  of  the  coast  included  williiu  the  Culumbian  republic 
or  Mexican  government,  not  actually  l.hickaded  by  a  competent  force. 

All  the  United  States  ships  and  vessels  of  war  in  the  West  Indies,  of  which  a  list  is  herewith 
enclosed,  are  placed  under  your  command,  and  you  will  distribute  them  to  such  stations  as  shall  appear 
to  you  best  calculated  to  aflbrd  complete  protection  to  our  commerce,  in  which  you  will  embrace  the 
object  of  protecting  the  convoy  of  spi'cic  fnnii  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Mexican  coast,  generally,  to  the  United 
States.  Keep  one  vessel,  at  least,  u\>ini  this  service,  to  be  at  or  near  Vera  Cm/,  during  the  healthy  season 
of  the  year,  and  to  be  relieved  as  occasimi  shall  require,  both  for  the  convny  ..f  trade,  and  to  bring  specie 
to  the  United  States,  confining  the  trans|M,i  lation  to  the  United  States  only.  You  will  be  particularly 
watchful  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  ellicers  and  crews  imder  your  command,  and  to  guard,  in  every 
possible  manner,  against  tin'  uiiheallhiness  cf  the  climate,  not  permitting  any  intercourse  with  the  shore 
where  the  yellow  fever  prevails,  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity.  Wishing  you  good  health,  and  a 
successful  cruise, 

I  am,  very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

■    ■  SMITH  TIIOMl'SON. 

t!om.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Nai-al  Force,  Wed  Indies. 


L.\ws  of  the  united  state.s  rrl.\tive  to  the  slave  trade. 

nesohdion  adnpled  hi/  llie  House  n/' Jtepre.^eNlalives,  Fehnianj  Slli,  1823. 

7?c.sv,/r«v/,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  reipiesled  to  enter  upon  and  prosecute,  from 
lime  to  time,  such  negotiations,  with  the  several  maritime  powers  ol'  Ein-ope  and  Anierica,  as  he  may 
decn[  expe.liiiit  lor  the  eft'ectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 


An  art  to  pruhihit  the  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or  country. 
[Laws  of  the  U.  S.,  vol.  2,  p.  388.] 
Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  no  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United   States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  other  person 
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coming  into,  or  residing  within  the  same,  shall,  for  himself  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  either  as 
master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  to  prepare  any  ship  or  vessel  within  any 
port  or  place  of  the  said  United  States,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  trade  or  traffic  in  slaves,  to  any  foreign  country;  or 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring,  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  the  inhabitants  of  such  king- 
dom, place,  or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign  country,  port,  or  place,  whatever,  to  be  sold  or 
disposed  (if  as  shives;  and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  so  fitted  out,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  said  purposes, 
or  shall  lie  lauscd  to  Sail,  so  as  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle,  furniture,  apparel,  and 
other  a|ii)iuteiumees,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States;  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted, 
and  condeuiued,  in  any  of  the  circuit  courts  or  district  court  for  tlie  district,  where  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
may  be  found  and  seized. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  every  person,  so  biiilding,  fitting  out,  equipping,  load- 
ing, or  otherwise  prepariiiir,  or  sending  away,  any  ship  or  vessel,  knowing,  or  intending  that  the  same 
shall  be  emplnyed  in  siuli  trade  or  biisineais,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  any 
ways  aiding  <  11- al'ettin.i;-  therein,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  him  or  her  who 
shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  owner,  master,  or  factor,  of  each  and  every  foreign  ship 
or  vessel,  clearing  out  for  any  of  the  coasts  or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  suspected  to  be  intended  for  the 
slave  trade,  and  the  suspicion  being  declared  to  tlii'  officer  of  the  customs,  by  any  citizen,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  and  such  information  being  to  \\\c  satisra<-tion  of  the  said  officer,  shall  first  give  bond,  with 
sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  that  none  of  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  any  other 
foreign  countiy  or  place,  shall  be  taken  on  board  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  transported  or  sold  as 
slaves,  in  any  other  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  within  nine  months  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall,  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  take  on  board,  receive  or  transport  any  such  persons,  as  above 
described  in  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
pay,  for  each  and  every  person  so  received  on  board,  transported,  or  sold  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  proper  to  try  the  same;  and  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  such  person  or  persons  who 
shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same. 

Approved  March  22,  1194. 


Aji  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  jjrohihit  the  carrying  on  the  stave  trade  from  tlie    United 
States  to  any  foreign  2^!ace  or  country."     [Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  3,  p.  382.] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  resid- 
ing witliin  the  United  States,  directly  or  indirectly  to  hold  or  have  any  right  or  property  in  any  vessel 
employed  or  made  use  of  in  the  transportation  or  carrying  of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  or  place 
to  anoiher,  and  aiiy  right  or  property,  belonging  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  libeled  and 
condeiiiiied  Ini-  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same;  and  such  person,  transgressing  the  pro- 
hibition aforesaid,  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  double  the  value  of  the  right  or 
property  in  such  vessel,  which  he  held  as  aforesaid;  and  shall  also  forfeit  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  double 
the  value  of  the  interest  which  he  may  have  had  in  the  slaves,  which  at  any  time  may  have  been  trans- 
ported or  carried  in  such  vessel,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  against  the  form  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
other  person  residing  therein,  to  serve  on  board  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  employed  or  made  use  of 
in  the  transportation  or  carrying  of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  or  place  to  another;  and  any  such 
citizen  or  other  person,  voluntarily  serving  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted  therefor,  and  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years. 

Sec  3.  And  hr  it  fiirlln'r  enai-tcd,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  voluntarily  serve  on 
board  of  any  loici-n  ship  or  \essel,  which  shall  hereafter  be  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  he  shall,  on 
conviction  tliereof,  he  liable  to,  and  sntfer  the  like  forfeitures,  pains,  disabilities  and  penalties  as  he  would 
have  incurred,  liad  such  ship  or  vessel  been  owned  or  employed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or 
persons  residing  within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  tlic  commissioned  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  to  seize  and  take  any  vessel  employed  in  carrying  on  trade,  business,  or  traffic,  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  or  the  said  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition;  and  such  vessel, 
together  with  her  tackle,  apparel  and  guns,  and  the  goods  or  effects,  other  than  slaves,  wduch  shall  be 
found  on  board,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  bi'  jiroceeded  against  in  any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts, 
and  shall  lie  eondennie(l  for  the  use  of  the  ollieeis  and  crew  of  the  vessel  making  the  seizure,  and  be 
divided  in  the  iiio|iortiou  directed  in  the  ease  of  |iii/.e.  And  all  persons  interested  in  such  vessel,  or  in 
the  enterprise  or  voyage  in  which  such  vessel  shall  be  employed  at  the  time  of  such  capture,  shall  be 
precluded  from  all  right  or  claim  to  the  slaves  found  on  board  such  vessel  as  aforesaid,  and  from  all 
damages  or  retribution  on  account  thereof:  and  it  shall  moreover  be  the  duty  of  the  commanders  of  such 
commissioned  vessels,  to  apprehend  and  take  into  custody  every  person  found  on  board  of  such  vessel  so 
seized  and  taken,  being  of  the  officers  or  crew  thereof,  and  him  or  them  convey,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  some  one  of  the  districts  thereof,  to  be  proceeded 
against  in  due  course  of  law. 

Sec  5.  And  beit further  enacted,  That  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
cognizance  of  all  acts  and  oifences  against  the  pioliibitions  herein  contained. 

Sec  6.  Provided,  nevertheless,  and  be  it  J'urthcr  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
ctmstrued  to  authorize  the  bringing  into  either  of  the  United  States,  any  person  or  persons,  the  importa- 
tion of  whom  is,  by  the  existing  laws  of  such  State,  prohibited. 
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Sec.  7.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  forfoitnics  whicli  sluill  hereafter  be  incurred  under  this,  or 
the  said  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  not  otherwisr  (li-<])iisiil  uf,  shall  accrue  and  be  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  use  of  tlie  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  nsc  nl'  the  United  States,  except  where  the  prose- 
cution shall  be  first  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  whole  shall  be  to  their  use. 

Approved  May  10,  1800. 


An  act  to  2'>yeveni  the  importation  of  certain  jxrsonn  into  certain  States,  where,  by  the  tairs  thereof,  their  admis- 
sion is  j)roMbited.     [Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  2,  p.  529.] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eejvesentafives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  master  or  captain  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  any  other  person,  shall  import  or  bring,  or  cause  to  be  imported  or  brought,  any  ncg-ro,  mulatto, 
or  other  person  of  color,  not  being  a  native,  a  citizen,  or  registered  seaman  of  the  United  States,  (jr  sea- 
men, natives  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  liiitcil  Slates, 
which  port  or  place  shall  be  situated  in  any  State  which  by  law  has  prohibited  or  shall  prohibit  tliL  admis- 
sion or  importation  of  such  negro,  mulattu,  (h-  otlirr  person  of  enhir;  and  if  any  captain  or  master  afore- 
said, or  any  other  person,  shall  import  (ir  lirin^-,  en-  rausr  tn  lie  iiiiiMntcd  m-  liii.u,i;-ht  into  any  of  the  ports 
or  places  aforesaid,  any  of  the  persons  whosi"  iidiiiissioii  m-  iiiipintatiou  is  piuhiliited,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  |iay  tlie  sum  ot'  one  tliousand  dollars  for  each  and  every  negni,  mulatto  or  other  person  of 
color  aforesaid,  lir..u-lit  or  imported  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  iu  any 
court  of  the  liiiicd  Slates;  oni'-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  the  other  half  to  any  person 
or  persons  prosecuting  for  the  jjenalty;  and  in  any  action  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  afore- 
said, the  person  or  persons  sued  may  be  held  to  special  bail:  Provided,  always.  That  nothing  contained  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  Indians. 

Sf.c.  2.  And  t>r  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ship  or  vessel  arriving  in  any  of  the  said  ports  or  places 
of  the  Uiiiled  Stales,  and  lia\ing  oil  lioanl  any  iie,L;-io,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color,  not  liein,-'  a  nali\e, 
a  citizen,  or  I'e-isiered  seaman  ol'  tlie  I'niti'd  States,  or  seamen,  natives  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  i.if 
Good  Hope  as  aforesaid,  shall  lie  admitted  to  an  entry.  And  if  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person 
of  color,  shall  be  landed  iVom  on  hoard  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  of  the  ports  or  places  aloivsaid,  or  on 
the  coast  of  any  state  ju-ohibiting  the  ailmission  or  importation,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  sliip  i.ir  vessel, 
together  with  h('r  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Uiuted  Stutt'S,  and  one-half  of 
the  net  pioi-eeds  of  the  sales  ou  such  I'orfeiture,  shall  inure  and  be  paid  over  to  such  person  or  persons 
on  whose  iiiloiiiialioii  the  sei/.ur i  such  forfeiture  shall  be  made. 

Sk.c.  o.  And  he  il  fiirUicr  enwtcd,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  and  other  ofiScers  of  the 
customs,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  in  the  several  ports  or  places  situated 
as  aforesaid,  to  notice  and  be  governed  by  the  provisions  of  the  laws  now  existing,  of  the  several  States 
jircjliiliiting  the  admission  or  importation  of  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color,  as  aforesaid. 
And  they  are  heicliy  enjoined  vigilantly  to  carry  into  effect  the  said  laws  of  said  States,  coid'ormably  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act;  any  law  of  the  United  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved  February  28,  1803. 


An  act  to  prohibit  the  iiiipnrlallon  ,f  stares  into  any  port  or  place  tcitiiin  the  jtirisdi<-ti<m  if  the  Uiiitcd  Stales, 
from  and  after  thejirsl  day  of  January,  in  tlie  year  if  our  Lord  one  tliousand  eiyht  liandred  and  eiyht. 
[Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  4,  j).  94.] 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  if  Bepivsentatives  of  the  United.  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  or  bring  into  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign 
kingdom,  place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of 
such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  person, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  for  himself  or  themselves,  or  any  person  whatsoever,  either  as  master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit, 
e(|uip,  load,  or  (jtlu'rwise  ]irepare  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  same,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country, 
to  be  transported  to  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
held,  sold,  or  disposed  of  as  slaves,  or  to  be  held  to  service  oi-  labor;  and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be 
so  fitted  out  for  the  ]nirpose  ah iresaid,  or  shall  be  caused  to  sail  so  as  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel, 
lier  tackle,  apparel,  and  fuiiiiture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized, 
jiioseculed,  and  coiideiuned  iu  any  of  the  circuit  courts  or  district  courts  for  the  district  where  the  said 
ship  or  vessel  may  be  found  (ir  seizeil. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enadcd.  That  all  and  every  person  so  building,  fitting  out,  equipping,  load- 
ing, or  otherwise  preparing,  or  s<iiding  away,  any  ship  or  vessel,  knowing  or  intending  that  the  same 
shall  b(>  oinployed  in  such  trade  or  business,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
huiidre(l  and  eight,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  any  ways  aiding  or  abetting 
therein,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  twenty  thousand  dcdlars;  One  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  o(  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  aud  prosecute 
the  same  to  ell  eel. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  /«•  il  fmihcr  ciinrlril,  If  any  citizen  lU'  citizens  of  the  riiiled  States,  or  any  person  resident 
within  the  juri.sdiction  of  the  same,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  aud  eight,  take  on  board,  receive,  or  transport  from  any  of  the  coasts  i)r  kingdoms  of  Africa,  or 
from  any  other  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  iu  any  ship  or 
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vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as 
slaves,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  or  siiall  be  in  any  ways  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  such  citizen 
or  citizens,  or  person,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  five  thousand  dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use 
of  any  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect.  And  every  such  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  shall  have  been  taken  on  board,  received,  or  transported, 
as  aforesaid,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods  and  etfects  which  shall  be  found  on  board 
the  same,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted  and  con- 
demned, in  any  of  the  circuit  courts  or  district  courts  in  the  district  where  the  said  ship  or  vessel  may  be 
found  or  seized.  And  neither  the  impoi-ter,  nor  any  person  or  persons  claiming  from  or  under  him,  shall 
hold  any  right  or  tith'  \vha(soc\cr  to  any  iirgrci,  iiiulaftn,  or  person  of  color,  nor  to  the  service  or  labor 
thereof,  who  may  \>v  iiii|M>itr(|  <n-  hinuulit  wiiliin  tlic  liiitcd  Stati's,  (ir  Territories  thereof,  in  violation  of 
this  law,  but  the  saiiir  shall  roiiiaiii  siihjcrt  tu  any  rr,i;ulati(ins  not  ctnitravening  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
which  the  legislattircs  of  the  soNcral  States  or  Territories  at  any  time  hereafter  may  make,  for  disposing 
of  any  .such  negro,  muhittn,  or  person  of  color. 

Sec.  5.  Jiid  be  itfurtlur  rnacti'd,  Tliat  if  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other 
person  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  take  on  hoard  any 
ship  or  vessel  from  any  of  the  coasts  or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  from  any  other  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or 
country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  with  intent  to  sell  him,  her,  or  thorn,  for  a  slave,  or  slavc.s, 
or  to  be  lu^M  to  service  or  labor,  and  shall  transport  the  same  to  any  port  or  place  ^vitliin  tin  jniisilicii'.n  ,,f 
the  United  ."^taies,  and  there  sell  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  so  traiis]Hirtc(l  as  aloivsaid,  l\,v 
a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  every  such  offender  shall  be  deemed  gnilty  of  u  lii,i;h  misde- 
meanor, and  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  sutler  impri- 
sonment for  not  more  than  ten  years,  nor  less  than  five  years,  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars,  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  purchase  or  sell  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  per- 
son of  color,  for  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  who  shall  have  l)een  imported,  or  brought  fi'om 
any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  or  from  the  dominions  of  any  tnn'iL:ii  State,  immediately  adjoin- 
ing to  the  United  States,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdictit>n  et  the  Inited  States,  after  the  last 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  ei.a'ht  hundred  and  seven,  knowing  at  the  time  of  such  purchase  or  sale, 
such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  celdr,  was  so  hrniio-ht  within  the  juris. lietion  of  the  United  States,  as 
aforesaid,  such  purchaser  or  seller  shall  se\cially  Idileit  and  pay  I'm-  e\-eiy  negro,  mulatto,  or  persuu  (jf 
color,  so  purchased  or  sold  as  aforesaid,  eight  hnii(lre<l  dollars;  uw  nmiety  thereof  to  the  I'nited  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to 
cflect:  Provided,  That  the  aforesaid  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  the  seller,  or  purchaser  of  any  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  who  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  any  regulation  which  may  here- 
after be  made  by  any  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  in  that  respect,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uniti'd  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  in  any  river,  port,  bay  or  harbor,  or  on 
the  high  seas  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  hovering  on  the  coast  thereof, 
having  on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves, 
or  with  intent  to  land  the  same,  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  con- 
trary to  the  prohibition  of  this  act,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  and  the  goods  or  etfects  wliich  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  should  he  deem  it  expedient,  to  cause  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  be  manned  and  employed  to  cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  or 
Territories  thereof,  where  he  may  judge  attempts  will  be  made  to  violate  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to 
instruct  and  direct  the  commanders  of  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  all  such  ships  or  vessels,  and  moreover  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any 
port  of  the  United  States,  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found  on  the  high  seas, 
contravening  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law;  and  the  captain, 
master,  or  coinniander  nf  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  so  found  and  seized  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  before  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
having  jurisdietien  thereof;  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  be  iniprisone.l  not  less  than  two  years,  and  not  exceeding  four  years.  And  the  proeeeds  of  all 
ships  and  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods  and  eflects  on  hoard  ui  them,  which 
shall  be  so  sei/.eil,  proseented  and  condemned,  shall  be  divided  equally  between  the  United  States  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  shall  make  such  seizure,  take,  or  bring  the  same  into  port  for  condi'mnution,  whether 
such  seizure  be  made  by  an  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  revenue  cutters  thereof,  and  the  same 
shall  be  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  taken  from  an 
enemy:  Provided,  That  the  ofiicers  and  men  to  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  proceeds  aforesaid,  shall 
safe  keep  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  found  on  board  of  any  ship  oi  \essel  so  by  them 
seized,  taken,  or  brought  into  port  for  condemnation,  and  shall  deliver  every  sn.  h  ne-ro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  respective  States  to  receive  the 
same;  and  if  no  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  appointed  by  the  respective  States,  they  shall  deliver 
every  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  port  or  place  where 
such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  brought  and  found,  and  shall  immediately  transmit  to  the  governor,  or  chief 
magistrate  of  the  State,  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  together  with  the  number  of  such  negroes, 
mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  and  a  descriptive  list  of  the  same,  that  he  may  give  directions  respect- 
ing such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  captain,  master,  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  of 
less  burthen  than  forty  tons,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  take  on  board  and  transport  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  to  any  port  or  place  what- 
soever, for  the  purpose  cif  sellin,g  or  disposing  of  the  same  as  a  slave,  or  with  intent  that  the  same  may 
be  sold  or  disposed  of  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  for  every  such  negro, 
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mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  so  taken  on  board  and  transported  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  ei,i;lit  Inindicd 
dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  auyperson  (n  jm  is.uis 
who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect:  Provided,  hoivever,  That  nothing  in  tliis  scciiun  shall 
extend  to  prohibit  the  taking  on  board  or  triins|)(irtiiig  on  any  river,  or  inland  bay  of  the  sea,  within  tiie 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  any  nej;io,  muliitto,  or  person  of  color,  (not  imported  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,)  in  any  vessel  or  simmIos  nf  craft  whatever. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  th  ■  captain,  master,  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  burthen  of  forty  tons  or  more,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  sailing  coastwise  from  any  port  in  the  United  States  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  saiiic,  havlTi--  im  lidani  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  for  the  purpose  of  transpiuting  tlicm 
t(i  \ir  stihl  nv  (lisiH.si'il  (if  as  slaves,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  shall,  previous  to  the  (Iciiartiiri'  of 
such  sliip  iir  vessel,  make  out  and  subscribe  duplicate  manifests  of  every  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
of  color,  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  therein  specifying  the  name  and  sex  of  each  person,  their  age  and 
stature,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  the  class  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  whether  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  with  the  name  and  place  of  residence  of  every  owner,  or  shipper  of  the  same,  and  shall 
deliver  such  manifests  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  if  there  be  one,  otherwise  to  the  surveyor,  before 
whom  the  captain,  master,  or  commander,  together  with  the  owner,  or  shipper,  shall  severally  swear  or 
affirm,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the  person.s  therein  specified  were  not  ii]i|>orte(l  or 
brought  into  the  United  States  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  and  that  under  the  lav.'s  of  the  State,  they  are  held  to  service  or  labor;  whereupon  the  said  collector 
or  surveyor,  shall  certify  the  same  on  the  said  manifests,  one  of  which  he  shall  return  to  the  said  captain, 
master,  or  commander,  with  a  permit,  specifying  thereon  the  number,  names,  and  general  descriptii>n  of 
such  persons,  and  authorizing  him  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  his  destination.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel, 
being  laden  or  destined  as  aforesaid,  shall  depart  from  the  port  where  she  may  then  be,  without  the 
captain,  master,  or  commander  having  first  made  out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests,  of  every  negro, 
mulatto  and  person  of  color,  on  boanl  smli  ship  or  vessel,  as  aforesaid,  and  without  having  previously 
delivered  the  same  to  the  said  collector,  or  surveyor,  and  .ihtained  a  permit,  in  manner  as  herein  required,  or 
shall,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  the  ]iort  of  destination,  take  on  board  any  ne,e-ro,  mulatto,  or  jierson  of 
color,  other  than  those  specified  in  the  manifests,  as  aloresaid,  <'veiy  sueli  ship  or  vessel,  to.ii'ether  with 
her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  io  the  use  of  the  Inited  States,  and  may  l>e  seized, 
prosecuted,  and  condemned,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  thereof ;  and  tlie  captain, 
master,  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel,  shall  moreover  forfeit,  for  every  such  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  so  transported,  or  taken  on  board,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  captain,  master,  or  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel, 
of  the  burthen  of  forty  tons  or  more,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  sailin.i;-  e<iastwise,  and  having  on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  to  sell  or  dis- 
pose of  as  slaves,  or  to  tie  held  to  service  or  labor,  and  arriving  in  any  port  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  IVom  any  other  jiort  within  the  same,  shall,  previous  to  the  unlading  or  putting  on  shore 
any  of  the  peisoiis  al'oresaiil,  or  suffering  them  to  go  on  shore,  deliver  to  the  colh^ctor,  if  there  be  one,  or, 
if  not,  to  the  siii\-eyoi-  icsiding  at  the  port  of  her  arrival,  the  manifest  eertilii'd  by  the  collector  or  surveyor 
of  the  port  from  wiieiice  she  .sailed,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  to  the  truth  of  which,  before  such  officer, 
he  shall  swear  or  affirm;  and  if  the  collector  or  surveyor  shall  be  satisfied  therewith,  lie  shall  thereupon 
grant  a  permit  for  unlading,  or  suffering  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color  to  he  put  on  shore;  and, 
if  the  ca]itain,  master,  or  commander  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  being-  laden  as  aforesaid,  sh.ill  ne.glect 
or  refuse  to  deliver  the  manifest  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  herein  directed,  or  shall  land  or  put  on 
.shore  any  la  gio,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  before  he  shall  have  delivered  his 
manifest  as  aliucsaid,  and  obtained  a  permit  for  that  purpose,  every  such  captain,  master,  or  commander 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  thousand  dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  United  States,  the  other  moiety  to 
the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  iimsecute  the  same  to  effect. 
Approved  March  2,  1807. 


St'ii'ilc  n 

,1,1   /r,„is,'  „f  l!r/,n's,'„faHn's  ,,/ 
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he  passage, .r  this  act,  it  shall 

not  he  lawful  to  import  or  lirin,g. 
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person  of  color,  with  intent  to  1 

lold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  any  such 
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An  art  in  ad<Ii/i<,n  fo  "An  ad  h>  ]n;,hil>il  Ihc  inlrodnrtion  (importntinn  ]  (f.<lar,'-i  inlii  nnij  p,n-l  ,n- j>lri,-i'  irilhin. 
the  Jarisdirti,jn  „f  Ih,'  Uniti-it  Sliih's,  from  and  aflrr  Ihefrst  da,/  if  Jan  nor,/,  in  /hi-  i/rar  if  inir  Lord 
one  thousand  eiijlif  luind ml  and  i-iijlif,"  and  to  repeal  certain  jiarls  if  tin'  .sH/nc.  [Lau'-f  Unitcl  Slater, 
vol.  6,  p.  325.] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  th- 
CongresH  assembled,  That,  from  a 
in  any  maimer  whatsoever,  inti 
place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mi 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  coh 

other  water  craft  eniployeil  in  any  importation  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  prosecution,  and 
forfeiture  in  any  district  in  whielTit  may  he  found;  one-half  tla^reof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  him  or  them  'who  shall  prosecute  the  same  to  ell'ect. 

Sec  2.  And  be  iffaiilicr  cnar/cd,  That  no  citizen  or  eiti/.ens  of  the  Tnited  States,  or  any  other  person 
or  ])ersons,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  as  aforesaid,  for  iiirnself,  themselves,  or  any  otln'r  person 
or  peisons  whatsoever,  either  as  master,  factor  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any 
ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ignited  States,  nor  cause  any  sueh  ship 
or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  for  tiie  purpose  of 
procurin,g  any  ni  gro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color  from  any  foreign  kiimdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be 
traiisp(u-ted  to  any  p.irt  or  phu-e  whatsoever,  to  be  held,  sold,  or  othi'iw  isc  disposed  of  as  slaves,  or  to  be 
held  to  service  or  iaiior;  and  if  anj^  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  so  built,  titled  out,  equipped,  laden  or  other- 
wise prepared  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and 
lading,  shall   be  forfeited;   one   moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the 
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person  or  persons  who  sliall  sue  for  said  forfeiture  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect;  and  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.  Aiul  hp  if  further  enacted,  That  every  person  or  persons  so  building-,  fitting:  out,  equippinp:, 
loading-,  or  (itlHT\\isc  preparing,  or  sending  away,  or  causing  any  of  the  acts  iiluivsiii.l  i.i  l,c  il,,iic,  with 
intent  to  eiuploy  sudi  shiji  or  vessel  in  such  trade  or  business,  after  the  passin--  ol  this  ;i.t,  ci.ntiary  to 
the  true  intent  and  lucaiiing  thereof,  or  who  shall,  in  anywise,  be  aiding  or  aliriiin;^;  thcicin.  slmll,  seve- 
rally, on  conviction  thereof  by  due  course  of  law,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  net  exeeeilin^-  ii\c  thoiismid 
dollars,  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars;  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  Siiites,  and  the  ether  i.i 
the  use  of  the  person  or  ]iersons  wlio  shall  sue  for  such  forfeiture,  and  proseeiite  the  s.ihk'  with  ell'ccl,  and 
shall  moreover  lie  iiii|irisniie(l  fur  a  term  ii.it  exei'ediii--  seven  years,  iiur  less  than  three  years. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  hr  it  I'lirlhrr  •■iiiirlr,!,  'i'hat  if  any  eili/.en  ur  ei'tizeiis  uf  the  fniteii  States,  or  other  person 
or  persons  resident  within  tlie  Jurisdioliou  of  tlie  same,  sliall,  from  and  alter  tlie  passing  of  this  act,  take 
on  board,  receive,  or  transport  from  any  of  the  coasts  or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  from  any  other  foreign 
kingdom,  place,  or  country,  or  from  sea,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  not  being  an  inhabitant, 
nor  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  in  any  ship, 
vessel,  boat,  or  other  water  craft,  for  the  purpose  of  holding,  selling,  or  otherwise  disposing  of,  such 
person  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  or  be  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  every  such  person 
or  persons  so  offending  shall,  on  conviction  by  due  course  of  law,  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  aor  less  than  one  thonsand  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  tlie  other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  jiersons  who  shall  sue  for  such  forfeiture  and  prosecute  the  same 
to  effect,  and,  moreover,  shall  suffer  imprisonment  lor  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  nor  less  than 
three  years;  and  every  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  or  other  water  craft  on  which  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
of  color  shall  have  been  taken  on  board,  received,  or  transported  as  aforesaid,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  and  the  goods  and  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  or  shall  have  been  imported 
therein  in  the  same  voyage,  shall  be  forfeited,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect;  and  every  sneh 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  And  beitfurther  enacted,  That  neitlier  the  importer  nor  importers,  nor  any  person  or  persons 
claiming  from  or  under  him  or  them,  shall  hold  any  right,  interest,  or  title  whatsoever,  in  or  to  any 
negro,  njulatto,  or  person  of  eolor,  nor  to  the  service  or  labor  thereof,  who  may  be  imported  or  brought 
into  the  Tnited  Stales  or  the  Ti^mtories  thereof,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  but  the  same 
shall  remain  subjeet  to  any  regulations,  not  contravening  said  provisions,  which  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  States  or  Territories  may  at  any  time  heretofore  have  made,  or  hereafter  may  make,  for  disposing 
of  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  bring  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color  from  any  foreign  kin,;(|oni,  place,  or  country,  or  from  sea,  or  shall 
hold,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  so  brought  in,  as  a  slave, 
or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor,  or  be  in  anj'wise  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  every  person  so  offending 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  by  due  course  of  law,  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  such  forfeiture,  and  prosecute  the 
same  to  effect;  and,  moreover,  shall  suffer  imprisonment,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  nor  less 
than  three  years. 

Sec  7.  And  ly  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  hold,  purchase,  sell, 
or  otherwise  dispose  of,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  iieison  of  color,  for  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or 
labor,  who  shall  have  been  imported  or  lirout;ht,  in  any  way,  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  coun- 
try, or  from  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  Slati'  iimneiliately  adjoining  to  the  Ignited  States,  into  any  port 
or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slat  's,  fioni  and  aft<'r  tlie  passing  of  this  act,  every  person 
so  offending,  and  every  person  aiding  or  ali  tling  thei-ein,  shall  severally  I'orleit  and  pay,  for  every  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  so  held,  purchased,  sold,  or  disjiosed  of,  one  thousand  dollars;  one  moiety  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  thi^  person  or  persons  who  may  sue  for  such 
forfeiture,  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect,  and  to  stand  eommitted  until  the  said  forfeiture  be  paid: 
Provided,  That  the  ah iresaiil  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  the  seller  or  purchaser  of  any  negro,  mulatto, 
or  person  of  color,  who  may  lie  sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  any  regulations  which  have  been  heretofore, 
or  shall  hereafter  be,  lawl'nlly  made  by  any  legislature  of  any  State  or  Territory,  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  and  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  furtlwr  cmirtrd,  That  in  all  prosecutions  under  this  act,  the  defendant  or  defendants 
shall  be  holden  to  pro\-e  that  the  ne.uro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  which  he  or  they  shall  be  charged 
with  having  brotight  into  the  L'niteil  States,  or  with  purchasing,  holding,  selling,  or  otherwise  disposing 
of,  and  which,  according  to  the  evidence  in  such  case,  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  bronght 
in  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  was  brought  into  the  United  States  at  h'ast  \\\i'  years  pre\  ions  to 
the  commencement  of  such  prosecution,  or  was  not  brought  in,  liolden,  purchased,  or  otherwise  dispiosed 
of,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  on  failnr(>  thereof  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  shall  be 
judged  guilty  of  the  offence  of  which  he  or  they  may  staml  aeensiil. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  jiroseeution,  information,  or  action,  maybe  sustained,  for 
any  offence  under  this  act,  at  any  time  within  five  years  after  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed; 
any  law  to  the  contrary  n.itwitlistanding. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  furllirr  emu-lfd ,  That  the  first  six  sections  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition, 
shall  be  and  the  same  are  hei-eby  repeale.h  I'mridi'd,  That  all  olTences  committed  under  the  said  sections 
of  the  act  aforesaid,  before  tln'  passin,^'  of  this  act,  slndl  be  proseenled  and  punished,  and  any  forfeitures 
which  have  been  incurred  und<>r  the  same  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
passed. 

Approved  April  20,  1818. 
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An  art  ill  (uhUtion  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  stave  trade.     [Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  6,  p.  435.] 

Sec.  1.  J!r  if  luuuird  l»j  the  Snwtr  and  Hnn-^r  i^f  Brprr.^mfafirrs  of  the  United  Slafr..;  of  Amrrira,  in 
Congress  asstinhird.  That  tliV  I'lcsiilml  of  the  Uiiitr.l  States  lie,  and  he  is  hereby,  aiithoii/,,d,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  ex|XMlieiit,  to  eaiise  any  ef  th(>  anue.l  vessels  (.r  the  I'nitpd  States  to  he  einph.ye.l  til  cruise 
on  any  of  the  Cdastd  of  the  United  States,  or  Tenitnries  iheic.f,  or  ,,!'  the  coast  of  Africa,  o'r  elsewhere, 
where  he  may  judge  attempts  may  be  made  to  cai-r\-  im  the  slave  trade  by  citizens  or  residents  of  the 
United  States,  in  contravention  of  the  acts  of  Cduuiess  |iiiiliiliitin,e-  the  sanje,  and  to  instruct  and  direct 
the  commanders  of  all  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  which  may 
have  taken  on  board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  of  trans- 
porting, or  may  have  transported,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  in  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eiglit  Imndred  and  eight,  and  to  r('i)pal  certain  parts  of 
the  same,"  or  of  any  other  act  or  arts  jirohiliitine-  the  trallie  in  slaves,  to  be  jiroceeiled  a-ainst  according 
to  law:  and  the  proceeds  of  all  ships  and  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  iiirnitnre,  and  the  u'oods  and 
eifects  on  board  of  them,  which  shall  lie  so  seized,  iirosecnted,  and  condemned,  shall  Im'  divided  equally 
between  the  United  States  and  the  officers  and  men  who  shall  seize,  take  or  bring,  the  same  into  port  for 
condemnation,  whether  such  seizure  be  made  by  an  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  or  revenue  cutter 
thereof:  and  the  same  shall  be  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  distribution  of 
prizes  taken  from  an  enemy:  Provided,  That  the  officers  and  men,  to  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  proceeds 
aforesaid,  shall  safe  keep  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
so  seized,  taken,  or  brought  into  port  for  condemnation,  and  shall  deliver  every  such  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  into  which  they  are  brought,  if  into  a  port  of  the  United 
States,  or,  if  elsewhere,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  lawfully  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  transmitting  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
soon  as  may  he  alter  delivery,  a  descriptive  list  of  such  nee-roes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  that  he 
may  ei\i'  directions  loi-  the  disposal  of  them.  And  jDrondrd  ftniln'r,  That  the  commanders  of  such  com- 
nnssione(l  \essels,  do  cause  to  he  ap]ircliendcd,  and  taken  into  custody,  every  pci'son  found  on  board  of 
such  vessel,  so  seized  and  taken,  being  of  the  officers  or  crew  thereof,  and  him  or  them  convey,  as  soon 
as  con\-eniently  may  he.  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  he  proceeded  against,  in  due  course 
of  law,  ill  soin.'  of  the  districts  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  Ijc  il  J'urlhrr  rna<-tcd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  to  make  such  regulations  and  arrangements,  as  ho  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  safe  keeping, 
support,  and  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons 
of  color,  as  may  he  so  ch  livered  and  brought  within  their  jurisdiction:  and  to  appoint  a  proper  person  or 
persons,  residing;-  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for  receiving  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  (hli\i  red  from  on  board  vessels,  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade,  by  com- 
manders of  the  Uniteil  States  armed  vessels. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  ,/  /,ir/l,rr  nuicted,  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  be  paid  to  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  commissioned  M'ssids  of  the  United  States,  or  reviuiue  cutlers,  for  each  and  every  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  wdio  shall  have  been,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  delivered  to  the  marshal  or 
agent  duly  appointed  to  receive  them;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  such  officers  and  crews,  or  their  agent,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  for 
each  person  delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  when  any  citizen,  or  other  person,  shall  lodge  information, 
with  the  attorney  for  the  district  of  any  State  or  Territory,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  any  negro,  mulatto, 
or  person  of  color,  has  been  imported  therein,  contrary  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case  made 
and  ]n'o\'i  (led,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  saiil  attorney  foitliwith  to  coinnience  a  prosecution  by  infonnation; 
and  process  shall  issue  against  the  person  cliai -id  with  lioldin,n-  such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  iiuil.ittoes, 
person  or  persons  of  color,  so  alleged  to  be  inii)orted  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  aforesaid:  And 
if,  upon  tbe  return  of  the  process  executed,  it  shall  be  ascertained,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  that  such 
negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes,  person  or  persons  of  color,  have  been  brought  in,  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meanin,g  of  the  acts  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  then  the  court  shall  direct  the  marshal 
of  the  said  district  to  take  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  into  his  custody,  for  safe 
keeping,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States:  and  the  informer  or  informers,  who 
shall  have  lodged  the  information,  shall  be  entitleil  to  receive,  over  and  above  the  portion  of  the  penalties 
accruing  to  him  or  them  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  a  bounty  of  fifty 
dollars,  for  each  and  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  |ierson  of  i  olor,  who  shall  have  been  delivered  into  the 
custody  of  the  marshal;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasuiy  is  herehy  authorized  and  required  to  pay,  or 
cause  to  be  paid,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  c-mirt  lor  the  district  where 
the  prosecution  may  have  been  had,  with  the  seal  of  office  thereto  annexed,  statiii.i;'  the  uuinher  of  negroes, 
mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  so  delivered. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  armed  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall  make  any  capture  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  bring  the 
vessel  and  her  cargo,  for  adjudication,  into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  such 
vessel,  so  captured,  shall  belong,  if  he  can  ascertain  the  same;  if  not,  then  to  be  sent  into  any  convenient 
port  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  as  may  be  repugnant  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  he,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  7.  And  l>r  it  Jinllur  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  lieivl.v,  appi-oprialcd  to  carry  this  law  into  effect. 

Approved  .March  3,  1^11). 
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An  ad  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  to  lyrotect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and  punish  the  crime  of 
piracy,"  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy.  [Laws  United  States, 
vol.  6,  js.  529.] 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  EepresenfaHccs  of  lhi>  Uniti'd  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  tlie  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  continued  in  force,  from  the 
passing-  of  this  act  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fifth  section  of  the  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
continued  in  force,  as  to  all  crimes  made  punishable  by  the  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  in  all 
respects,  as  fully  as  if  the  duration  of  the  said  section  had  been  without  limitation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any  river  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the  crime  of 
robbery,  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  upon  any  of  the  ship's  company,  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the 
lading  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  a  pirate;  and,  being  thereof  convicted,  before  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be 
found,  shall  sufler  death.  And  if  any  person  engaged  in  any  piratical  cruise  or  enterprise,  or  being  of 
the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall  land  from  such  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on 
shore,  shall  commit  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate;  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  int(j  whirli  lie  shall  Ijo  ln-ouu-ht,  or  in  which  he  shall 
be  found,  shall  suffer  death:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  sect  inn  cnntiiiiicd  shall  l)o  construed  to  deprive 
any  particular  State  of  its  jurisdiction  over  such  offences,  when  coinniittcd  within  tlie  body  of  a  county, 
or  authorize  the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  try  any  such  ofi'enders,  after  conviction  or  acquittance,  for 
the  same  offence,  in  a  State  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being 
of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  \(ssei,  owned  in  the  whole  or  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in 
behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on 
any  foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall 
decoy,  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or  shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate:  and,  on  conviction  thereof, 
before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein  he  may  be  brought  or  found,  shall 
suffer  death. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being 
of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in 
behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine  or  detain,  or  aid  and  abet  in 
forcibly  confining  or  detaining,  or  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  by 
the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or 
mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall,  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell,  as  a  slave,  any  negro 
or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  mi  tide  \\ater,  trans- 
fer or  deliver  over,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  as  alnresai.],  \\itli 
intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  sjiall  land,  or  deliver  or  shore,  from  on  board  any  sueli 
ship  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  oi-  inulatlo,  with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having  previously  sold  such 
negro  or  mulatto,  as  a  slave,  such  citizen  or  peison  shall  he  adjudged  a  pirate;  and,  on  conviction  thereof, 
before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  lor  the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought  or  found,  shall 
suffer  death. 

Approved  May  15,  1820. 


Copy  of  general  instructions,  for  officers  commanding  cruising  vciisels. 

'Navy  Di5Partmext. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  a  high  and 
delicate  power  is  vested  in  the  President,  in  authorizing  him  to  employ  our  public  armed  ships  in  protect- 
ing the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews,  from  piratical  aggressions  and  dei)reda- 
tions.  It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that,  considering  the  situation  in  which  we  stand  in  relation  to  Spain 
and  the  South  American  colonies,  the  authority  given  under  this  act,  must  be  exercised  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  prudence  by  our  public  vessels.  You  have  the  whole  act  laid  before  you,  that  you  may  see 
its  general  scope  and  oliject;  Imt  you  will  observe  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  President,  so  far  as  respects  the  employment  of  our  public  vessels.  Your  conduct  will  therefore  be 
regulated  by  your  instructions,  although  they  may  not  go  to  the  full  length  the  law  might  possibly  war- 
rant. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act,  authority  is  given  to  subdue,  seize,  take,  and  send  into  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  be  armed, 
and  which  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  any  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation,  or 
seizure,  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  upon  any  other  vessels. 

From  the  generality  of  this  latter   description  of  \essels,  it  would  seem  to  embrace  those  of  every 

nation  or  coniitry  upon  which   any  i.iratical   aggressions  may  have  been   , unitted.     Admitting  the  act 

might  lie  extended  thus  far,  it  does  n. .t  a]ipear  to  have  been  the  general  object  of  the  law;  and  it  is 
thought  by  the  President  most  advisable,  at  present,  not  to  give  it  a  lik.'  in. liscriminate  practical  con- 
struction as  to  all  vessels.  The  great  object,  as  poiided  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,,  was  to  protect 
the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews  from  piratical  aggressions.  This  will,  there- 
fore, be  considered  your  particular  and  special  duty.     If,  however,  you  shall  discover  depredations  upon 
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other  vessels,  committed  under  such  gross  and  aggravated  circumstances,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  their 
piratical  character,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  capture  and  bring  in  the  aggressors.  It  is  thought  most 
advisable  thus  to  distinguish  in  your  instructions,  because,  among  other  considerations,  it  will  be  seen, 
that,  Hiiilor  tlio  secimd  section  of  th&  act,  you  are  only  authorized  to  retake  vensels  of  the  United  States  or 
its  cifi:en!<.  which  nuiy  have  been  unlawfully  captured  upon  the  high  seas.  No  authority  is  given  to  retake 
the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  or  country. 

You  will  also  perceive,  under  this  second  section  of  the  act,  authority  is  only  given  to  subdue,  seize 
and  take  such  vessels  or  boats,  &c.,  as  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  some  piratical  aggression. 
AVhatever  well  grounded  sns]>i(^ions  yon  may  entertain,  that  a  vessel  may  have  been  fitted  out,  and  is 
intended  \n  be  ciiiiiluycd  in  sm  li  ilcprcilatiiuis,  you  will  not  molest  her,  unless  you  have  satisfactory  evi- 
dence tliat  slie  has  citlHT  nlfrm/ilrd  uv  (ir/nnHij  comviitt.ed  some  piratical  aggression  on  some  merchant 
vessel  of  the  United  .Slates,  or  lier  crew,  or  upon  some  other  v(>ssel,  under  the  special  circumstances 
above  mentioned.  This  is  to  be  considered  an  important  and  leading  regulation  in  your  conduct,  as  it 
will  be  a  strong  and  almost  controlling  circumstance  (considering  wr  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world), 
in  making  up  your  judgment,  whether  you  are  safe  and  justiliahle  in  treating  them  as  pirates.  When- 
ever, tlicrrlnrc.  y<iu  shall  find  any  l"'a(s  m-  vessels  the  evews  whereof  have  committed  any  actual  violence, 
outrage  (ir  .|e|.i-eilation,  upon  any  vess.ls  of  the  I'liiieil  States,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  or  any  other  vessels, 
as  above  nientiimed,  you  will  consider  yourseif  autlmri/.ed  to  subdue,  seize  and  take  them;  and,  unless 
on  such  capture  you  shall  be  satisiied  that  they  were  acting  under  some  lawful  authority,  and  not  pirati- 
cally, to  send  them  in  for  adjudication. 

The  range  of  your  cruise  will  be  along  the  coast  of  the  United  States  and  the  Floridas,  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  among  the  West  India  islands;  changing  your  position  in  such  manner  as  shall  best 
answer  the  object  of  your  cruise,  touching  at  such  ports  and  places  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
procure  supplies,  and  to  obtain  information,  the  better  to  enable  you  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  con- 
templated in  the  act  of  Congress.  Great  reliance  is  placed  on  your  prudence  and  sound  discretion,  that 
you  will  so  execute  the  power  entrusted  to  you  as  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  without 
infringing  the  lawful  rights  of  any  other  nation  or  country,  their  citizens  or  subjects.  All  captures  made 
by  you,  will  be  sent  into  one  of  the  following  ports:  Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah, 
or  New  Orleans. 

You  have,  also,  enclosed,  such  parts  of  several  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  ports  or  places  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as  are  necessary  to  point  out  to 
you  your  duty  and  authority  under  these  laws;  and  it  is  expected  and  required  of  you,  by  the  President, 
that  a  strict  and  vigilant  attention  be  paid  to  the  direction  therein  contained;  that,  if  possible,  this  inhu- 
man and  disgraceful  traffic  may  be  suppressed. 

By  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  18l8,  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  made  unlawful  to  import  or  bring,  in 
any  manner  whatsoever,  into  the  United  States  or  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place  or 
country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell  or  dispose  of  such  person  as  a 
slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service.  By  this  act  it  is  also  made  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
or  other  person,  to  build,  equip,  load,  fit,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  port  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  to  cause  any  such  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or 
place  whatsoever,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  trans- 
porting any  such  slaves  to  any  port  or  place  whatever.  And  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  such 
importation  of  slaves,  or  so  built,  fitted  out,  or  prepared,  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeited. 

And  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1819,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of  the  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  to  cruise  in  such  places  as  he  may  think  proper,  where  he  may  judge  attempts  may 
be  made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  residents  thereof,  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  same;  and  to  instruct  such  armed  vessels  to  seize,  take,  and 
bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law,  all  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  IVmnd,  which  may  have  taken  on  board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  of  trans|iorting,  or  may  have  transported,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  color,  in  viohdion  of  any  of  tlie  |irovisions  of  the  act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  above  referred 
to,  or  in  violation  of  any  other  act  or  acts  ]irohiliiling  the  traffic  in  slaves. 

You  will  perci'ive  iVoin  the  generality  of  tlie  ludvisions  in  these  laws,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
and  bring  in  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which  may  have  been  in  any  manner  employed,  or 
intended  to  be  emphjyed  in  the  slave  trade;  or  any  other  vessel  offending  against  the  provisions  of  any 
of  the  laws  you  have  enclosed.  You  will  iiailiiiilarly  notice,  the  two  provisos  to  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  1819,  the  first  of  which  directs  in  wliat  manner  you  are  to  keep  ami  ilispose  of  the  slaves  whicli 
may  be  found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  sei/.ed  liy  you.  If  brought  within  tlu-  United  States,  they 
are  to  be  delivered  ti>  the  marshal  of  the  distiiet  where  brought  in;  and  transmit  the  evidence  of  such 
delivery  to  this  l)e|iai1nient.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  I'lcsident,  however,  that  none  should  be  brought  into 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  capture,  therefore,  of  any  vessel  having  slaves  on  board,  you  will  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  the  Island  of  Sherbro,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  deliver  such  slaves  to  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  receive  them,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  or  to  any  other  agent, 
so  a])pointed,  at  any  other  place  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  second  proviso  relates  to  the  disposition  of 
the  otiirers  and  crews  of  such  vessels  so  captured  by  you.  tireat  vigilance  will  be  expected  from  you  in 
the  sale  keeping  of  all  such  officers  and  crews,  ujitil  'they  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  civil  authority  to 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  law. 

You  will  also  observe,  that  by  the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  it  is  made  your  duty  to  bring  any  vessel 
and  her  cargo,  you  may  capture,  into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  the  captured 
vessel  shall  belong,  if  you  can  ascertain  the  same;  if  not,  then  into  any  convenient  port  of  the  United 
States. 

The  range  of  your  cruising  for  this  purpose,  will  be  the  same  as  that  pointed  out  in  the  former  part 
of  your  instructions,  in  relation  to  pirates. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yuur  most  obedient  servant. 
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Navy  Department,  Fehruarij  4,  1823. 
Sir:  Siiico  ymi  left  here,  it  lias  been  strongly  urged  to  keep  part  of  our  naval  force  to  windward,  to 
watch  the  Spanish  piivateers,  and  particularly  about  Porto  Rico,  and  thence  to  Laguira  and  Porto  Cabello. 
1  wish  you  lo  ilisiriliutc  a  part  of  your  force  iu  that  quarter. 
1  am,  rrspertluUy,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Cora.  David  Porter,  romma7iding  U.  S.  Sqiiadroii,  Norfolk,  Va. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Ch>>f  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  May  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  April  5,  1823. 
Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  two  copies  of  a  printed  statement,  in  relation  to  a  piracy,  com- 
mitted in  December  last,  on  the  brig  Two  Brothers,  of  Newburyport,  Anthony  Knapp,  jr.,  master. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  West  Indies. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

C  HAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  3Ia>j  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  23,  1823, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  bearing  date  Matanzas,  16th  April, 
last;  communicating  the  partial  accomplishnient  of  your  arrangcincnts  for  accommodation  at  Thompson's 
Island — the  distribution  of  the  force  under  your  cuniiiKinil  tlic  ^;alhint  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Stribling, 
in  the  capture  of  the  pirate  "Pilot,"  witli  a  deta(  Imirnt  liom  yiui  s(iuadron,  without  loss  on  his  side,  and 
your  regret  at  the  necessity  which  has  compelled  you,  from  the  iiisufhcioncy  of  your  number  of  men,  to 
lay  up  the  Peacock;  thereliy  preventing  you  from  giving  to  your  plan  i>l'  (.|)i'iations,  the  extension  and 
activity  at  first  contemplated.  Great  satisfaction  is  felt  at  the  prevalnicc  df  such  general  health  in  your 
squadron;  and  hopes  are  entertained,  that  by  its  continuance,  the  inqxirtant  uliject  you  have  in  view  will 
be  more  speedily  and  efloctually  ..lit:iined,  and  unattended  likewise  by  any  of  those  unfortunate  concomi- 
tants incident  to  a  climate  iiccuiiarly  obnoxious,  and  a  service  somewhat  iip|irossi\e. 

Some  relief,  however,  will  be  allurded  to  you,  when  the  performance  of  the  particular  duties,  assigned 
to  the  comnian(his  ol  the  John  Adams  and  Enterprise,  shall  enable  them  to  form  a  junction  with  your 
force,  and  phicc  theinselves,  (as  expressly  instructed,)  under  your  command.  Instructions  have  been 
given  to  the  coiiiinanders  of  those  vessels  to  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  the  execution  of  their  provieus 
orders,  and  report  themselves  to  you  for  such  service  as  may  be  assiirned  them,  in  aid  of  your  general 
operations.  By  reference  to  their  sailing  orders,  and  general  instructions,  which  they  will  present  to  you 
for  examination,  you  will  be  more  particularly  informed  of  the  extent  of  your  authority  over  them,  and 
can  consequently  assign  to  them  that  sphere  of  operation,  which  you  may  think  best  adapted  to  the 
promotion  of  the  objects  you  have  in  view.  The  Spark  is  rapidly  refitting,  to  be  dispatched,  when  ready, 
to  reinforce  your  squadron,  and  act  under  your  command. 

Whenever  it  is  ]na(tiraliic  to  jirocure  supplies  for  the  squadron  from  this  country — you  will  do  so; 
as  they  can  be  furnisln  d  ,,],  terms  more  economical,  and  of  a  quality  very  superior.     I  enclose  copy  of  a 
letter,  addressed  to  Captain    i'atterson,  in  relation  to  his  detention  and  employment  of  the  schooner 
Grampus,  which  will  give  you  my  views  upon  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 
(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  W.  I.  Station,  TJiomjimn's  Inland. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original.  CHAS.  HAY. 

Navy  Department,  IJay  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  June  7,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  leter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  in  which  you  com- 
plain of  the  absence  of  those  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  which  you  had  supposed  were  to  form  a 
part  of  your  squadron,  and  afford  you  assistance  in  the  duties  assigned  you. 

The  supposition  was  correct;  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  assign  causes  which  will  afford  you  any 
light  upon  this  subject,  except  as  they  may  relate  to  those  vessels  which  have  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  are  now  rapidly  refitting  to  be  sent  out  to  your  command. 

The  orders  under  which  sonw  of  the  commanders  acted,  being  anterior  in  date  to  your  appointment  to 
the  entire  command,  allowed  a  greater  latitmle  of  discretion  than  will  be  observed  when  they  shall  have 
united  their  respective  commands  w  ilh  y.mrs;  and  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  may  probably  be  found 
the  reasons  of  their  absence.  Your  own  examination  of  their  orders,  when  you  meet,  will  confirm  or 
reject  the  above  suggestion. 
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The  vessels  intended  to  be  placed  immediately  and  ultimately  under  your  command,  ai-e  comprised 
in  the  annexed  list  marked  A,  in  which  those  designated  by  the  letter  B,  in  red,  are  the  vessels  now  and 
lately  in  the  United  States,  refitting  for  the  West  India  service,  where  tliey  will  proceed,  as  soon  as  they 
shall  have  performed  some  indispensable,  but  temporary  duties,  which  have  bicn  assij^iird  them. 

I  also  annex  a  list  marked  (J,  which  gives  the  names  of  those  lieutenants  and  niiilslnpnien  who  have 
been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty,  and  to  whom  you  will  assign  sinli  parts  tliereof  as,  in  your  judg- 
ment, will  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  service  and  the  nl.ject  to  I.e  attained. 

Your  force,  when  once  united,  will  be  aniply  sullieient  I'oi-  the  aeeoni|ilishinent  of  your  views,  as  well 
as  the  better  accorninoilation  of  yourself  and  thdse  under  ynur  ronnnand;  and  you  will,  no  doubt,  give  it 
such  distribution  and  ari-an,i;enient  as  will  unite  these  objects. 

The  vessels  oiilere(l  tn  join  you,  (which  are  enumerated  in  paper  A,)  will  enable  you,  in  pursuing 
your  tirst  plan,  to  all'ord  more  adequate  convoy  to  merchantmen,  while  the  ability  for  examining  and 
searching  the  coasts  and  inlets,  for  the  lurking  places  of  pirates,  by  means  of  the  schooners  and  barges, 
will  be  greatly  increased. 

Every  assistance  which  the  nepartment  can  afford,  consistently  with  its  other  relations,  shall  be 
cheerfully  and  promptly  exti  nded;  and  while  a  just  expectation  is  indulged  that,  from  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  means 'alli.ided,  tlie  object  contemplated  will  be  speedily  and  satisfactorily  realized,  no 
doubt  is  entertained  of  the  />i'al  and  ability  that  will  be  exerted  on  the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the 
performance. 

Too  much  attention  cannot  be  placed  upon  the  cleaidiness  of  the  men,  and  the  good  condition  of  the 
vessels;  for,  to  causes  incident  to  every  naval  service  in  the  generation  of  disease  and  mortality,  are 
su]ieradded  tiie  baneful  intluenec  of  a  tropical  climate  ujiou  constitutions  unaccustomed  to  its  operations, 

1   refer   you  partit-uhuiy  to  my  letter  of  the  23d  idt.  for  instructions  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of 
supplies,  and  the  negotiation  of  dial'ts  upon  the  l>ej)artiuent. 
1  am,  with  great  resiieet,  sir,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
Capt.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  WcM  India  Squadron,  Tliompson's  Island. 

Navy  Department,  3Iai/  12,  1825. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  tlie  records  of  the  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk: 


Navy  Department,  August  19,  1823. 
Sir:  In  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  dated  the  1st  instant,  transmitted  by  the  TJ.  S.  schooner 
Ferret,  you  mention  that  circumstances  will,  towards  the  fall,  render  your  return  to  the  United  States, 
for  a  short  period,  necessary;  you  will  please  to  avail  yourself  of  the  time  most  suited  for  this  purpose, 
and  return  to  the  United  States  in  the  manner  most  convenient  to  yourself,  and  least  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  dc. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,   Chitf  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 


Navv'  Department,  August  19,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  the  tvansjiortation  of  specie,  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Cadiz, 
has  been  sulimitted  tii  the  President;  and  it  would  afl'ord  both  him  and  myself  great  pleasure  to  comply 
with  your  request,  could  it  be  done  consistently  with  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  and  the  relation  in 
which  we  stand  to  tlie  belligerents. 

Your  letter  is  not  explicit,  as  to  whom  the  money  belongs.  I  take  it  for  granted,  however,  it  is 
Spanish  property,  and  fi-om  the  amount,  most  likely  belonging  to  the  Spanish  government.  In  either 
case,  it  is  deemed  inadmissible  to  employ  our  public  armed  vessels  for  its  transportation;  under  no 
circumstances  could  it  be  permitted  to  send  a  vessel  direct  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Cadiz.  Should  I  be  under 
a  misa])prehension  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  projierty,  and,  upon  further  explanation,  your  request  can 
with  ])ni|iriety  be  complied  with,  I  can  assnre  ynu  it  will  give  me  great  satisfaction  t(i  promote  your 
interest  in  this  respect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  d-e. 

Navy  Department,  Ilaij  10,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
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Navy  Department,  September  27,  1823. 

Sir:  The  United  States  schooner  Weasel,  under  tlie  command  of  Lieutenant  John  P.  Zantzinger,  will 
sail  this  day  for  Thompson's  Island,  and  take  the  route  pointed  out  in  your  orders  to  Lieutenant  Kennon 
of  the  14th  August  last.  It  was  not  possible  to  prepare  her  to  sail  at  an  earlier  day.  The  Beagle  will 
be  ready  in  three  or  four  days. 

The  schooner  Shark,  having  on  board  Commodore  TJodsfrs,  and  several  surgeons,  will  leave  New 

York  about  the  1st  October,  and  reach  Thompson's  Island  as  s i  as  pi  aeticable.     The  uncertainty~and 

anxiety  which  prevail  as  to  your  own  health,  and  the  health  of  ihe  si|iiailiiin,  and  a  desire  to  furnish  the 
best  assistance  and  procure  information  which  may  be  a  safe  guide  on  all  future  occasions,  are  the 
inducements  to  this  mea.sure.  The  orders  of  Commodore  Rodgers  will  be  communicated  to  you  on  his 
arrival,  and  you  will  render  all  the  aid,  which  your  health  will  permit,  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  his 
visit.  It  is  intended  that  you  shall  remain  in  command  of  the  station,  or  return  home,  as  your  health 
may  require  and  inclination  prompt.  Conmiodore  Rodgers  will  return  immediately  after  he  shall  have 
accomplished  the  object  of  his  visit. 

It  is  wished  that  Midshipman  Iloban  should  return  in  the  first  vessel  from  Thompson's  Island  to  this 
place,  some  of  his  familj'  being  at  this  time  very  sick. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

I  certifj'  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  im  file  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
M.u-  11,  1825. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  Septemljer  29,  1823. 
My  Dear  Sir:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  The  object  of  his  visit  to 
Thompsou''s  Island  will  bi,'  fully  communicated  to  you  by  him.  The  various,  and  in  many  ]i(iinis  contra- 
dictory, reports,  n'speeting  the  condition  of  the  station,  the  uncertainty  whether  you  still  live,  the  ileepest 
anxiety  for  your  safety,  the  desire  to  furnish  speedy  relief,  and  acquire  full  information  respect  in--  the 
health  of  the  station,  and  its  fitness  as  a  rendezvous  during  the  sickly  season,  and  the  fear  tliat,  debili- 
tated as  you  are,  you  could  not  secure  that  information  for  us,  have  prompted  the  wish  that  Commodore 
Rodgers  should  undertake  the  expedition,  and  have  induced  him,  cheerfully  and  voluntarily,  to  enter  on 
its  performance. 

He  will  find  united  in  it  the  sacred  offices  of  private  friendship  and  public  duty.     A  report  that  your 
health  is  restored  will  give  to  me,  individually,  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  most  sincere  gratification. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  most  ol)edient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Com.  David  Porter,  commandiny  U.  S.  Naval  Force.-!,  ]\'rst  Lidiex  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Navy  Department,  October  28,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2'rih  inst.  has  been  received.  On  your  recovery  from  a  dangerous  illness, 
produced  l)y  great  exposure  and  much  suffering,  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  my  sincere  con- 
gratulations. 

In  conducting  the  movements  of  the  squadron  entrusted  to  your  charge,  you  have  displayed  that 
intelligence,  promptitude,  and  vigor,  which  etfectually  arresting  the  depredations  of  the  freebooters,  have 
aflbrded  security  to  our  trade,  and  justly  entitle  you  to  the  unqualified  approbation  of  this  Department, 
and  to  the  thanks  of  your  country. 

The  conduct  ol'  tiie  otlicers  ai'nl  men  under  yoiir  coniin:ind,  lias  lieeii  stich  as  ini'^-lil  \v.ivr  been  expected, 

from  the  exaniple  of  their  chief;    ami  you  will   he  ph-ased,  sir,  to  assure  the f  the  i siilerafioii  in  which 

their  services  are  held,  and  the  high  sense  entertained  of  their  devotion  to  a  most  ardu..us  and  dangerous 
service. 

Tiie  want  of  medical  aid,  of  which  y(ju  so  justly  complain,  will  claim  the  early  and  special  attention 
of  this  Department. 

If  the  state  of  your  health  will  permit,  you  will  take  upon  yourself  the  general  superintending 
direction  of  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  now  at  this  yard  and  at  Norfolk.  Let  their 
commanders  report  to  you  their  wants,  that  you  may  make  them  known  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners, who  will  cause  every  requisite  supply  to  be  furnished, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

1.  CHAUNCEY,/,;/-  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

David  Porter,  Es<i.,  commanding  a  Squadron  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avy  to  Commodore  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  December  2,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will,  as  speedily  as  possible,  with  all  the  vessels  under  your  command,  resume  your  station 
at  Thompson's  Island,  and  continue  your  exertions  to  repress  piracy,  and  [irotect  our  conmierce. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Departnient  to  increase  the  force  under  your  conmiand,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
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effected.  To  tliis  end,  the  frigate  Congress  will,  after  her  arrival  in  the  UnitcMl  Stati's,  be  ordered  to 
join  you,  and  in  the  course  of  the  spring-  one  or  more  sloops  of  war  will  be  iuMcil  tn  those  alreadj'  with 
you.  The  officers  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  Florida  will  report  to  ycjn,  ami  you  will  commu- 
nicate their  proceedings  to  this  Department. 

You  will  keep  as  constantly  as  you  can,  one  of  your  vessels  in  the  neighborhood  of  Vera  Cruz,  cruis- 
ing between  that  port  and  Funto  Lazardo,  to  protect  our  commerce  in  that  quarter.  As  soon  as  possible 
send  the  Hornet,  or  one  of  the  large  schooners,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  touching  at  Cape  Mes- 
surado,  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  African  agency,  and  thence  returning  in  the  usual  track  of  the 
slave  ships. 

Let  the  cruise  of  the  vessel  be  such  as  will  comport,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  officers  and  men.  Upon  its  return,  j^ou  will  report  the  proceedings  to  this  Department,  and  send 
another  vessel  upon  the  same  service. 

Our  national  vessels  ought  not,  and  must  not,  be  used  for  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You 
may  receive  on  board  specie,  and  the  articles  permitted  by  the  act  "for  the  better  government  of  the 
navy,"  belonging  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  and  carry  them  from  one  port  or  place  to  another,  when 
it  does  not,  in  any  degree,  interfere  with  your  other  duties,  or  violate  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you 
are.  You  may  also  bring  to  the  United  States  specie  belon^ini;-  to  our  own  citizens;  but  you  are,  in  no 
case,  to  permit  anything  in  the  shape  or  character  of  puMie  aihci  tisements  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  infoniiutioii  that  you  will  carry  them.  So  many  coiiiiiiaiiits  have  been  publicly  made  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  you  \\\\\  carefully  abstain  liom  e\-ery thing  \\hieh  can  give  rise  to  unfriendly  comments;  and 
that  the  go\-enimeiit  may  know  the  extent  to  which  the  couimercial  interests  of  our  citizens  are  benefited 
by  the  assistance  alforded  by  our  public  vessels  on  this  point,  and  be  prepared  to  answer  any  complaints 
on  the  suhjeet  which  may  be  made  by  individuals  or  governments,  you  will,  from  time  to  time,  make 
reports  to  this  Department  of  all  the  specie  and  other  articles  you  may  carry,  the  places  to  and  from 
which  you  carry  llicni,  and  the  circumstances,  terms  and  conditions  under  wiiich  you  do  it. 

I  certify  that  tjie  al)ovo  is  a  true  extract  from  the  rcc(jrds  of  the  Navv  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,    Chief  Clerk. 
M.iY  11,  1825. 


N.iVY  Departsient,  December  2T,  1823. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tlie  20th  ultimo.  I  inform  you  that  it  is  not  believed  the  Executive  has 
the  power  to  make  any  rule  for  tlie  distribution  of  tiie  premium  received  for  the  transportation  of  specie. 
The  public  vessels  will  be  in  the  neigliliorhi.iod  of  Vera  Cruz,  &c.,  and  will  be  permitted  to  receive 
on  board  and  carry  specie,  under  the  general  orders  heretofore  given. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  ^  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Pouter,  cummandhig  V.  S.  Naval  Forces,  iC-c. 

N.vvY  Department,  May  10,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  December  31,  1823. 
I  have  heretofore  sent  yon  some  accounts  of  piracies  lately  committed,  and  I  herewith  enclose  two 
more,  and  request  your  particular  attention  to  the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  the  course  pointed 
out  as  a  mode  of  effecting  the  object. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated — 

December  31,  1823. 

I  have  received  several  communicatii.ins  from  you,  by  the  mail  of  this  morning,  and  shall  attend  to 
them  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Biddle,  (the  orders  sent  herewith,)  to  report  to  you  for  duty,  and  you  will 
dispatch  him  in  the  Congress,  to  the  Floridas,  on  the  Thompson's  Island  station,  with  such  orders  as  you 
may  consider  necessary  to  execute  the  views  of  the  Department  contained  in  the  instructions  heretofore 
given  you.     You  will  simkI  wiiii  him  all  the  vessels  under  your  command,  wliich  are  ready,  and  will  permit 


no  delay  wliii/h  is  not 
I  have  hen.tolon 

indispi^jisai 

more,  and  re(|uest  voi 

U'  iiarlieula: 

out  as  a  mod,.  ,,l'  elle, 

■ling  ll...  ol, 

I  certify  that  the 

above  is  a 

M.^Yll,  1825. 

j.irac 

i,.s  latel 

Iv  conn. 

litted,  an( 

1   I  herewith  enclose  two 

letle. 

r  signed 

by  .Mr, 

.  Lawrenc 

:e,  and  the  course  pointed 

d  in  the  Navv  D<.partment. 

CHAS.   ilW,    i.'hi.f  Ctcrh: 
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Navy  Department,  January  19,  1824. 
Sir:  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  paper,  having  relation  to  tlie  transportation  of  specie  from  Mexico, 
in  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron,  under  your  command,  and  in  violation  of  the  municipal  regulations 
of  that  country. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,   Va. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  January  21,  1824. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14tli  inst.,  I  have  to  observe,  that  it  is  my  wish  that  the  operations 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  should  commence  as  early  as  practicable,  if  one  of  the  vessels  under  your  com- 
mand can  be  possibly  spared  for  the  purpose. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  -  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,   Chitf  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  February  19,  1824. 
Sir:  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  long  a  delay  in  your  sailing,  creating  so  much  personal  incon- 
venience to  yourself,  has  been  necessary. 

In  consequence  of  certain  matters  of  public  importance,  I  may  be  obliged  to  detain  you  a  very  few 
days  longer  than  the  court-martial  may  require  your  attendance.     I  wish  you,  however,  immediately  to 
inform  me,  at  what  time  you  suppose  you  will  be  relieved  from  your  attendance  on  the  court. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  W.  I.,  &c.,  Norfolk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated — 

M.4Y  IT,  1824. 

Congress  has  not,  until  within  a  few  days,  passed  an  appropriation  law  for  the  current  year.  This 
will  account  to  you  for  one  or  two  of  the  drafts  of  Purser  Thornton  not  having  been  honored,  and  for  the 
delay  in  preparing  the  vessels  to  join  you.  It  was  impossible,  without  funds,  to  fit  out  the  Hornet  or  the 
Porpoise,  and  to  prepare  a  larger  vessel. 

There  will  be  now  as  much  activity  as  possible,  but  it  is  feared  one  cannot  be  prepared  in  time  to 
reach  you  before  the  sickly  season  commences.     It  shall,  however,  be  done,  if  possible. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  extract  of  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHA'S  HAY,  Chuf  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  iVay  24,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received,  advising  that  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by 
Purser  Thornton  upon  this  Department  for  $5,000,  had  been  returned  protested;  this  circumstance  is  to 
be  regretted,  both  as  it  respects  the  injury  done  to  the  credit  of  Navy  bills,  and  the  damages  incurred  in 
the  present  instance.  The  refusal  to  pay  this  draft  when  offered,  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  want  of 
funds,  in  the  passage  of  the  annual  appropriation  bill  by  Congress;  and  an  occurrence  of  the  kind,  I  trust, 
will  not  again  take  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Wed  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  dv. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHA'S  HAY,  Chi(f  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825 
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Navy  Departmext,  May  31,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  May  has  been  received.  The  Decoy  will  be  prepared  to  return  to  you 
as  speedily  as  possible.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  Grayhound;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  she  will  be  laid  up  or  sold. 

^Vlien  any  vessels  are  ordered  home  for  repairs,  they  must  be  reported  to  the  Department,  that  orders 
may  be  issued  for  the  purpose. 

The  amount  of  force,  at  this  time,  mi  the  slution,  is  less  than  was  intended;  but  the  delay  in  passing 
the  appropriation  law  has  rendered  it  impo.ssible  to  send  you  either  tlie  Hornet  or  Porpoise.  They  will 
be  botli  dispatched  now,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared.  This  delay  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the 
Hornet  must  either  encounter  the  rainy  season,  or  not  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  was  originally 
designed. 

You  have  now  under  your  command,  the  John  Adams,  Hornet,  Spark,  Porpoise,  Shark,  Sea  Gull, 
Decoy,  and  seven  small  schooners,  in  all  fourteen  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  barges.  I  did  intend  to  send 
a  larger  vessel  than  any  of  them,  but  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  and  the  time  it  was  made,  will 
probably  put  it  out  of  my  power.     It  shall  still,  however,  be  done,  if  it  can  lie  acci)iii|ilished. 

I  regret  the  state  of  your  medical  aid.  You  have  now  eleven  medical  (.lliccrs  attached  to  the  station; 
and  within  ten  months  past,  there  have  been  under  your  command  no  less  than  live  surgeons  and  seven- 
teen surgeons'  mates;  many  of  them  acting  as  surgeons,  and  fitted  for  the  oftice.  With  such  numbers, 
your  medical  assistance  ought  not  to  have  been  so  reduced  as  you  state  it  to  be  at  present.  Neither 
these  nor  other  officers  must  be  permitted  to  leave  the  station  for  slight  excuses.  If  they  are,  it  will  be 
imiiossible  for  the  Department  to  keep  the  staticm  sn[iplied.  All  that  can  be  done  with  the  numbers  for 
which  provision  is  made  bylaw,  will  be  done.  In  the  mean  time,  those  with  you  must  be  retained,  unless 
absolute  necessity  compels  them  to  leave  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  CoaM  of  Africa,  Thompson's  Island. 

I  certitV  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Navy  De]iartnient. 

"CIIA'S  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
M.vv  11,   1825. 


Navy  Dei'autmext,  Jane  19,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  fnund  it  necessary  to  send  the  Hornet  t(}  La  Ouayra,  and  elsewhere. 

Captain  Kennedy  will,  on  his  passa-e,  report  to  you,  and  receive  your   orders  for  his  govermnent, 
after  he  shall  have  accomplished  what  is  directed  by  the  Department. 

The  Porpoise  I  have  ordered  In  pmc 1  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  [iluce  of  the  Hornet.     Lieuten- 
ant Skinner  will,  en  his  return,  repnrt  to  yen  f.,r  orders. 

I  am,  veiv  respectfullv,  sir,  Vor  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed/  '  '  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Pouter,  commandinq  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

West  Indies,\rulf  of  Mcd-ico,  and  Coast  of  Africa,  TJiompson's  Island. 

Navy  Department,  ]\[aij  11,    1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  cojiy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CllAS.   HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


Navy  Departmext,  June  29,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  letters,  bearing  date  the  23d  of  April, 
15th,  nth,  24th,  and  two  of  the  31st  of  May,  1824,  addressed  to  you  at  Thompson's  Island,  which  it  is 
presumed  you  have  not  received,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention.  Should  I  find,  upon 
further  examination,  any  more  whicli  possibly  may  not  have  been  transmitted  in  time  to  reach  you,  copies 
shall  be  immediately  furnished. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CIIAS.   HAY. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  cnmmanding  V.  S.   IlV.sZ  Indian  Squadron.     Freseid. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  reC(jrd  in  th(>  Navy  D<^partment 

CllAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


Navy  Department,  July  19,    1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  letters  this  day  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  D.  Sloat,  announcing  hii 
val  at  New  York.     1  send  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  petition,  from  sundry  inhabitants,  and  merclrants 
others,  of  ;\hilanzas,  praying  for  a  more  efficient  protection  to  our  commerce. 
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You  will  perceive,  from  this  statement,  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  return  of  ihn  Shark,  Grampus 
and  Spark,  to  their  station,  and  you  will  therefore  order  them  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  command  in  g  U.  S.  Wed  India  Squadron,  Bedford  Springs. 

I  certifv  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  'IIAY,  Chirf  Clerk: 


Navy  Department,  Jidij  20,  1824. 
Sir:  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Department,  that  you  cause  a  portion  of  the  naval  force  under  y(jur  com- 
mand, to  touch,  occasionally,  at  tlie  port  of  Tampico  in  Mexico,  and  to  afford  protection  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  engaged  in  commerce  with  that  port.  Your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  this 
part  of  the  Mexican  coast,  in  consequence  of  the  representations  contained  in  your  connnunication  of  the 
Uth  inst. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

Wed  Indies,  'Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  Coad  of  Africa.     Present. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Cliief  Clerk. 
M.vY  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  July  28,   1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Win.  Norris,  commander  of  the  brig  John,  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  detailing  outrages  committed  on  him  and  his  crew  near  Matanzas;  and  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  take  such  measures  on  the  occasion  as  the  case  requires. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  comvianding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Present. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department  May  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,   July  29,   1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Neilson,  Esq.,  president  of  the  American  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Mercator,  having  on  board  a  valuable  cargo;  and 
I  request  that  you  will  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  force  under  your  command  as  will  render  piratical 
aggressions  of  this  description  less  frequent,  if  it  be  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

West  Indies,  Gulf  of  3Iexico,  dx:,  Bedford  Springs. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  'hay,  Chief  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  squadron.  West 
India  station,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  August  9,    1824. 
You  will  execute  this  order  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  in  order  that  the  John  Adams  may  not 
be  uiinecessarilj'  detained. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  (f  the  Navy  to  Commodore  D.  Porter,  dated — 

October  14,  1824. 

It  is  deemed  expedient  by  the  Executive  that  you  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  your  station,  in 
the  John  Adams,  that,  by  your  presence  there,  the  most  efficient  protection  may  be  aflbrded  to  our  com- 
merce, and  you  may  be  ready  to  meet  any  contingencies  which  occur. 

The  Constellation  will  be  fitted  for  sea,  and  sent  to  you  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  extract  of  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department 

CHARLES  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 
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Extract  of  a  letttrfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Kanj  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  dated — 

October  15,  1824. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress. 

The  surveys  and  examinations  under  it,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Thompson's  Island,  the  Dry  Tortugas, 
Tampa  Ba}%  and  Pensacola,  are  confided  to  your  care,  superintendence,  and  direction.  The  surveys  of 
the  two  former  places,  already  made,  are  supposed  to  be  sufficient.  Several  officers  have  been  directed 
to  report  to  you  to  aid  in  this  duty,  and  you  will  assign  for  it  such  vessel  under  your  command  as  you 
think  most  proper. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretanj  of  the  Navij  to  Captain  David  Porter,  dated — 

October  21,  1824. 
The  presence  of  a  commander  on  the  station  being  now  indispensable,  you  will  proceed  to  it. 


Navy  Department,  December  21,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  November  last,  relating  to  the  extraordinary  transactions  at  Faxardo,  in 

the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  on  the day  of  that  month,  has  been  received  and  considered.     It  is  not 

intended,  at  this  time,  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  those  transactions  on  your  part,  but 
their  importance  demands  for  them  a  full  investigation,  and  you  will  proceed,  without  unnecessary  delay, 
to  this  place,  to  furnish  such  explanations  as  may  be  required,  of  everything  connected  with  their  cause, 
origin,  progress,  and  termination.  For  that  purpose  you  will  bring  with  yim  tlmsi'  .ilVu  rrs  whose  testi- 
mony is  necessary,  particularly  Lieutenant  Piatt,  and  such  written  evidence  as  ymi  may  suppose  useful. 

You  will  return  in  such  convenient  vessel  as  may  be  best  spared  from  the  squadron;  and,  on  your 
leaving  the  station,  you  will  deliver  the  command  to  Captain  Warrington,  with  all  such  papers,  instruc- 
tions, and  information,  as  may  be  useful  to  enable  him,  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  to  accomplish  all  the 
objects  for  which  the  vessels,  now  under  your  command,  were  placed  there. 
I  am  very,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding,  d-c,  dc. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
M.iY  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  llarch  2,  1825. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  yesterday,  and  this  morning,  have  been  received;  and  they  will  receive  imme- 
diate attention  the  moment  that  the  rising  of  Congress  will  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Department  of 
attending  to  them. 

I  am,  verj'  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  "  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  U.  S.  iVhn/.     Present. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  record  in  the  Navy  De]iartment. 

CHAS.  'hay.  Chief  Clerk. 
M.A.Y  11,  1825. 


Navy  Department,  March  16,  1825. 
Sir:  It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  determination  of  the  Executive,  that  a  court  of 
inquiry  will  be  formed,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  your  recall,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  8th  instant. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Department  in  ordering  Captain  Warrington  to  tlie  West  Indies,  to  relieve 
you  from  the  command  of  the  squadron  there. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  C  S.  Navy.     Present. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  cof)y  from  tlie  original  on  record  in  the  Navj'  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
May  11,  1825. 
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Navy  Department,  March  23,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Tliomas  Randall,  Esq.,  in  reply  to  one  of  mine, 
apprising  him  that  a  court  of  inquiry  would  be  in  a  few  days  convened  for  the  investigation  of  your 
conduct. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,   U.  S.  Nacnj.     Present. 

Navy  Department,  May  11,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


Washington,  March  22,  1825. 
Samuel  L.  Soiilhard,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  which  informs  me  that 
you  are  requested  by  Commodore  Porter  to  apprise  me  that  a  court  of  inquiry  will  be  held  in  a  few  days; 
one  object  of  which  will  be  to  investigate  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the  carrying  of  specie,  and  neglect 
of  his  duties  in  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

Doubtless  Commodore  Porter  in  requesting,  and  you,  sir,  in  making  this  formal  communication  to  me 
of  a  fact  which  had  already  been  published  to  the  world,  considered  the  notice  of  some  special  import  to 
me,  and  designed  that  it  should  produce  a  correspondent  effect  upon  my  conduct.  But  as  your  letter 
does  not  state  the  relation  in  which  I  am  considered  as  standing  either  to  Commodore  Porter  or  to  the 
court,  nor  prescribe  any  course  to  be  pursued  by  me,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  the  object  it  was  designed 
to  produce. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  state  how  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the 
fact  you  announce,  and  the  effect  your  letter  was  designed  to  produce  upon  my  conduct,  in  reference  to 
the  appproaching  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  RANDALL. 

Navy  Department,  May  11,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  original,  on  file  in  this  Department,  and  that 
it  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  alluded  to  in  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  David 
Porter,  dated  23d  March,  1825. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


Navy  Department,  March  24,  1825. 
Sir:  Midshipman  Rowan,  of  the  West  Indian  squadron,  has  applied  for  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his 
friends  in  Ohio.     I   have  suspended  a  decision,  at  his  request,  until  I  can  be  informed  whether  you  will 
require  his  testimony  in  the  investigation  which  you  have  called  for. 
Your  early  attention  to  this  is  requested. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  Wadiington. 

Navy  Department,  May  11,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  doted — 

April  20,  1825. 
Enclosed  you  will   receive  a  copy  of  the  precept  which  has  been  issued  for  a  court  to  make  the 
inquiry,  instituted  by  the  Executive,  into  your  conduct  at  Foxardo.     You  will  perceive  that  the  same 
court  is  also  directed  to  make  the  inquiry  which  has  been  granted  at  your  own  request. 


OFFICIAL  COMMnNICATIONS  FROM    COMMODORE  PORTER  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT. 
[Extract.] 

Baltimore,  December  21,  1823. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  of  the  17th,  I  yesterday 
purchased  eight  schooners,  which  will  all  sail  on  the  23d  or  24th  for  Norfolk,  to  receive  their  armaments 
and  equipments.     Most  of  the  vessels  are  quite  new,  re(iiiiring  no  repairs,  and  may  be  sent  on  service  at 
a  very  trifling  expense. 
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The  cost  of  the  whole  will  be,  when  delivered  at  Norfolk,  $10,190,  averag-ing  a  little  over  $1,273; 
having  for  their  outfits  $327  dollars  each,  which  I  presume  will  be  sufficient;  but  as  this  will  be  a  part 
of  the  operation  over  the  expense  of  which  I  can  have  no  control,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  that  they  will 
not  exceed  the  limits  wliic  h  you  have  prescribed  to  me. 

I  have  named  these  \.'ssels  as  follows,  and  their  tonnage  is  annexed,  viz: 

Ferret,  51:  Weasel,  ;'.:!;  Terrier,  61;  Jackal,  47;  Fox,  51;  Wild  Cat,  48;  Gravhound,  65;  Bea- 
gle, 52. 

They  are  all  of  light  draft  of  water,  and  have  every  appearance  of  sailing  well.  I  have  not  in 
every  instance  been  able  to  get  the  owners  to  deliver  them  at  Norfolk,  liut  shall  labor  under  no  inccm- 
venience  on  that  account,  as  there  are  a  number  of  men  recruiting  to  be  sent  down,  who  can  go  to  their 
officers  in  those  which  we  have  to  deliver. 

(Signed)  D.  POKTER. 

The  lioiK.iralde  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  Waiihington. 


A  return  of  the  vesxel.^  and  commanding  officers  attached  to  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
D.  Porter,  for  the  sujypresaion  of  piracy. 

United  States  ship  Peacock,  Stephen  Cassin,  Esq.,  master  commandant. 
United  States  s.'li.ioiier  Shark,  :Matthew  C.  Perry,  lieutenant  eonnnaii.lant. 
United  Sliites  sehooner  tJrayhound,  John  Porter,  Esq.,  master  e.iunuaiKlant. 
United  Stales  sehooner  Jackal,  Thomas  H.  Stephens,  lieutenant  eoniinandaiit. 
United  States  galliot  Sea  Gull,  William  II.  Wats(m,  lieutenant  commandant. 
United  States  schooner  Fox,  William  H.  Cocke,  lieutenant  commandant. 
United  States  schooner  AVild  Cat,  Charles  W.  Skinner,  lieutenant  conunandant. 
United  States  schooner  Beagle,  John  T.  Newton,  lieutenant  commandant. 
United  States  schooner  Ferret,  Samuel  Henley,  lieutenant  commandant. 
United  States  schooner  Terrier,  Robert  M.  Rose,  lieutenant  commandant. 
United  States  schooner  Weasel,  Beverly  Kennoii,  lieutenant  conimanduut. 
Decoy  store  ship,  Lawrence  Kearney,  lieutemmt  commandant. 
February  13,  1823. 


[Extract.] 

U.  S.   Schooner  Peacock,  Hampton  Roads,  February  23,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  now  anchored  in  these  roads  with  the  wliole  squadron, 
with  the  exception  of  the  bargi's,  which  will  be  ready  to  leave  Norfolk  in  the  course  of  two  days,  and 
will  proceed  direct  to  Thompson's  Island. 

My  course  with  the  squadron  will  be  circuitous,   and  will  be  regulated  by  your  instructions  of  the 
4th  inst. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  the  honorable  S.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Commodore  Perry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  St.  Thomas,  ATarch  3,  1823. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  this  morning  arrived  at  this  place,  with  all  the  squadron 
under  my  (. miaiHl.  exei'pt  the  (irayhound,  which  vessel  separated  in  a  gale. 

I  have  dis|iat('lied  Lieulenaul  Connnandant  Perry,  with  the  Shark  and  throe  small  schooners,  to  scour 
the  south  side  of  Porto  Rico,  and  shall  sail  to-morrow  witli  the  rest  of  the  squadron  for  St.  John's,  where 
I  have  been  informed  several  privateers  have  been  fitted  out,  which  have  done  considerable  injury  to  our 
commerce. 

I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  a  large  British  naval  force  in  those  seas,  a  squadron  of  which,  appa- 
rently on  the  look-out,  I  fell  in  with  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


D.   PORTER 


Honorable  S.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  3fataums,  March  28,  1823. 
Sir;   I  Inive  the  honor  t(.  inform  yon,  tinit  I  arrived  iiere  on  the  26th,  after  giving  to  the  north  coast 
if  St.  Domingo  and  Cnlia  as  thor.ingli   an   examination   as  was  practicable,  with  the  two  schooners,  and 
;he  boats  of  this  ship,  with  the  greater  part  of  hi'r  crow;  while  all  the  keys  off  shore,  pointed  out  to  me 

The  service  has  lieen  MTV  fatiguing  to  those  employed,   for  n)ore  than  a  week  past,  in  open  boats, 
md  in  till'  most  dangerous  and  intricate  navigation  in  the  world;  but  it  has  been  performed  cheerfully, 
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and  I  wish  I  could  say  successfully;  but  we  have  not,  in  this  long  route,  been  able  to  detect  a  single 
pirate,  although  our  suspicions  rested  on  many;  nor  can  I  conceive  how  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  detect 
them:  for  they  are  <me  day  fishermen,  another  droguers,  woodcutters,  salt  gatherers,  or  pirates,  as  best 
suits  them._  Every  Spaniard  is  armed  with  a  knife,  and  this  wcai)nn,  accnnling  to  their  mode  of  warfare, 
is  enough  for  them.  Were  we  to  apprehend  every  suspicious  Spaniai'l  and  vessel,  their  coasting  trade 
would  soon  be  entirely  broken  up.  Since  my  arrival  here,  I  havr  licaul  uf  the  most  horrid  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  them.  They  now  spare  no  ouc;  whole  ships'  crews  arc  iudisciiniinately  burnt  with  their  ves- 
sels; and  there  has  been  an  iiisi.uicc  infiitly  of  the  murder  of  a  crew  under  the  wall  of  the  Moro. 

I  have  written  to  the  caplain  general  a  letter  similar  to  the  one  I  wrote  to  the  captain  general  of 
Puerto  Rico,  calling  on  him  fur  iulunnatiou  and  co-operation,  and  await  his  reply,  which  I  e.xpect  to-mor- 
row or  next  day,  and  shall  then  proceed  to  Thompson's  Island,  to  make  arrangementsf  or  the  most  ener- 
getic operations.  I  shall  there  meet  all  the  force  which  I  dispatched  from  Aguadilla,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Shark. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  a  fleet  of  American  vessels  waiting  for  convoy,  some  of  whicli  had  been 
ready  for  sea  twenty  days,  and  was  surprised  and  mortified  to  liiid  that  all  our  vessels  df  war  had  left 
this  coast,  and  our  commerce  here  entirely  unprotected. 

The  only  protection  I  can  give  them  is  the  twci  small  vessels,  which  will  cuiivdv  them  beyond  the 
reach  of  pirates,  and  after  examining  a  bay  to  windward,  Avhich  has  liecii  their  result  fur  soine  time,  will 
join  the  squadron  at  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Tlie  de]iarture  of  those  vessels  of  war  stationed  here  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and  which 
I  calcnlated  on  finding  here,  has  caused  me  some  embarrassment:  as  it  becomes  necessary  to  employ 
part  of  the  force  which  was  intended  for  the  pursuit  and  destruction  of  pirates  to  give  that  protection  to 
our  trade  which  it  has  a  right  to.  The  reasons  for  their  departure  are  unknown  to  me,  and  I  must  leave 
it  til  their  connnanders  to  make  the  necessary  explanations.  Five  piratical  vessels  have  for  some  weeks 
been  watching  the  fleet  in  the  bay,  which  I  shall  cause  to  be  examined;  and  since  our  arrival,  as  you 
will  find  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  note  from  a  highly  respectable  source,  they  have  dispersed  and  dis- 
armed. I  shall  do  all  in  my  power,  with  whatever  force  may  be  at  my  disposal,  to  give  protection  to  our 
commerce,  and  effect  the  destruction  of  pirates;  and  protection  shall  bo  the  primary  object;  but,  to  fulfill 
the  expectations  that  have  been  formed,  we  shall  want  at  least  two  or  three  of  the  large  schooners,  in 
addition  to  those  we  now  have. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn,  on  my  arrival  here,  that  circulars  had  been  Avritten  by  the  captain  general 
to  the  governors  and  commanders  of  the  difl'ereiit  districts  of  the  islaml.  f  uliiddin.g  the  entrance  of  my 
squadron  into  any  of  its  ports,  or  the  landing-  uf  any  part  nf  my  trices  in  pmsuit  uf  pirates.  The  island 
appears  at  present  in  a  very  agitated  state,  ami  the  gnvernnient  appeal-  tu  iliiiik  that  the  United  States 
would  cnnsider  it  a  very  desirable  acquisition.  I  siiall  use  e\ei-y  nii'ans  in  iiiy  jiuwer  to  satisfy  them  that 
my  olijects  are  totally  iinenniieeteil  with  anything  of  a  ]icilitical  nature. 

All  \-essels  ludereil  uniliT  my  command,  I  beg  may  be  directed  tn  report  to  me  at  Thompsmi's  Island. 
1  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  PORTER. 

Hon.  Smith  Tho.mpshx,  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  heard  of  a  pirate  to  leeward,  and  have  dispatched  the  two 
schooners  and  boats  after  her.  I  sliall  know  the  result  of  the  expedition  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 
and  have  good  reason  to  believe  it  will  prove  successful. 


Extract  of  a  Idler  from  Commodore  Porter  to  llie  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  dated — 

U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  April  16,  1823. 

Sir:  For  the  last  two  weeks,  our  movements  and  occupations  have  been  so  various,  that  to  enter 
into  a  full  detail,  would  swell  too  much  this  communication;  to  be  brief,  therefore,  I  shall  merely  state 
that,  within  that  time,  we  have  built  our  store  houses  on  Thompson's  Island,  landed  all  our  stores,  col- 
lected together  all  the  schooners  of  the  squadron,  and  stationed  them  at  different  points  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba;  fitted  out  all  the  barges  which  were  also  on  the  coast,  and  captured  one  pirate,  a  pilot  boat 
schooner,  formerly  the  Pilot,  of  Norfolk,  armed  with  one  long  twelve-pounder,  and  commanded  by  Domingo, 
the  notorious  head  of  this  liorde  of  desperadoes,  who  formerlj^  commanded  the  Saragariana — the  vessel, 
in  tiie  attempt  to  capture  which,  the  gallant  Allen  fell — Domingo,  and  two  of  his  crew,  only  escaping  to 
the  shore  with  their  lives,  and  one  was  taken. 

The  Pilot  had  been  in  possession  of  the  pirates  eight  days;  I  had  heard  of  her  capture  on  my  first 
touching  in  at  Matanzas  with  the  Peacock,  and  left  the  two  schooners  the  \Vild  Cat  and  Beagle,  to  look 
out  for  her  and  the  Saragariana  to  windward,  while  the  Peacock  shaped  her  course  t(jwards  Havana;  but, 
not  finding  her,  I  hastened  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  two  of  the  barges  being  got  ready,  and  manned 
from  her  fine  crew,  I  dispatched  Captain  Cassin  with  them  and  two  of  the  schooners,  which  soon  arrived, 
to  examine  from  Havana  down  to  Cape  Antonio,  and  thence  to  Trinidad,  on  the  south  side  of  the  island. 
A  piracy  having  recently  been  committed  near  the  latter  place.  Captain  Cassin  left  Thompson's  Island  on 
the  morning  of  the  — ,  and  next  morning  received  information  that  the  Pilot  had  been  seen  off"  the  Moro; 
he  consequently  sent  Lieutenant  Stribling  to  windward,  along  shore,  with  the  barges,  while  he  kept  a 
look  out  for  her  near  Havana;  on  the  same  day,  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle  fell  in  with  her  to  leeward  of 
Matanzas,  chased  her  to  within  gun-shot  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  giving  and  receiving  from  the  Pilot 
a  smart  fire;  but  night  coming  on,  she  eluded  them  by  getting  close  under  the  land,  hauling  down  all 
sail,  and  getting  otf  with  her  sweeps.  In  about  an  hour  after  this,  Lieutenant  Stribling  ran  alongside 
of  her  with  his  two  boats,  one  commanded  by  himself,  the  other  by  Midshipman  Kellj',  acting  as  lieuten- 
ant of  the  Fox,  and  tool;  possession  ol' her,  after  a  fire  of  ten  minutes,  in  which  time,  all  the  crew,  except 

the  captain  and  tliice  others,  .f  whom  is  taken,  were  killed,  the  pirate  having  time  to  fire  his  long 

gun  only  once;  ami  what  adds  to  the  satisfaction  I  feel  in  giving  these  particulars,  which  I  have  obtained 
from  Lieutenant  Skinner,  who  fell  in  with  Lieutenant  Stribling  and  his  prize  next  morning-,  is,  that  no 
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one  was  even  wounded  on  board  our  boats,  so  sudden  and  effectual  was  the  attack,  wliicli  does  great 
credit  to  Lieutenant  Stribling,  and  all  those  concerned  with  him  in  this  gallant  atlair. 

I  have  with  me,  here,  the  Sea  Gull,  three  barges,  and  one  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  Peacock, 
besides  the  vessels  intended  for  convoy.  The  barges  I  have  placed  uuder  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
(Jassin,  of  the  Peacock;  which  ship,  as  well  as  the  Decoy,  I  have  been  compelled  to  lay  up,'in  order  to 
obtain  men  to  man  the  barges,  not  having  found  a  .single  vessel  on  the  station  on  my  arrival. 

I  shall  dispatch  Lieutenant  Cassin  to  wimlwanl,  so  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  where  I  have 
strong  expectation,  from  inf.imiaii.ni  rercixed,  <d'  bnaking  up  a  nest  of  these  vagabonds.  Two  schooners, 
under  Lieutenant  Comnnuiihint  Kearney,  are  stationed  off  Havana,  to  give  convoj';  two  are  now  refitting 
to  relieve  some  of  the  others,  and  we  are  now  in  full  operation.  But  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  I 
should  have  been  compelled  to  employ  for  convoy  those  small  schooners,  which  were  intended  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  hunting  the  pirates  out  of  their  hiding  holes;  but,  notwithstanding  I  have  not,  including 
the  crew  of  the  Peacock,  the  number  of  men  required  to  man  one  of  our  large  frigates,  I  hope  to  eflect 
the  object  for  which  I  was  sent  here,  and,  for  a  time,  give  protection  to  our  commerce  by  convoy.  Yet 
the  duty  is  severe,  and  more  than  men  can  long  bear;  some  respite  will  be  necessary.  But  it  would  be 
unjust  in  me  if  I  did  not  say,  that  every  officer  and  man  under  my  command  enter  with  the  utmost  alac- 
rity and  zeal  into  the  severe  duties  which  this  novel  service  imposes  on  them;  and,  although  most  of  them 
have  scarcely  put  their  feet  on  shore  from  their  cramped  vessels  since  they  left  the  United  States;  although 
they  have  suflered  all  that  men  could  suffer  in  crossing  the  gulf  stream,  in  heavy  gales,  in  open  boats; 
still,  not  a  murmur  has  been  heard  from  any  one.  Some,  from  sickness,  and  finding  themselves  unequal 
to  the  fatigue,  have  asked  leave  to  return,  and  I  have  indulged  them;  but,  in  general  the  squadron  enjoys 
uncommon  health,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  its  continuance. 

Domingo,  the  captain  of  tlie  Pilot,  was  in  this  place  yesteniay,  the  day  of  my  arrival,  and  has  since 
disappeared.     He  acknowleilges  the  death  of  all  his  ciew,  except  those  before  mentioned. 

The  Pilot  is  a  remarkaUle  sailer;  was  a  constant  trader  to  Havana.  Domingo  had  long  set  his  heart 
on  having  her,  and,  immediately  on  cai)tniing  her,  armed  and  took  tiie  connnand  of  her.  I  hope  soon  to 
give  you  some  further  account  of  him  and  the  Saiagariana.  There  was  one  act  of  politeness  in  this  singu- 
lar character,  which  I  cannot  omit  mentioning.  There  were  a  large  number  of  letters  for  myself,  and  the 
officers  of  the  squadron,  on  board  the  Pilot  when  she  was  taken,  together  with  many  for  merchants  in 
Cuba.  Domingo  possessed  himself  of  all  the  mercantile  letters,  and  <lelivered  to  the  captain  of  the  Pilot 
all  those  for  us,  desiring  him  to  send  them  to  us,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  us  of  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  from  our  friends.     He  said  he  had  no  ill-will  against  us;  we  were  but  doing  our  duty. 

The  Peacock,  sir,'  is  too  fine  a  ship  to  keep  in  a  state  of  idleness;  and  without  her  crew,  I  should  not 
have  been  able  to  man  the  barges,  by  far  the  most  efficient  force  we  have. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  establishment  at  the  island,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  those  comforts 
which  the  fatigues  of  the  kind  of  life  we  now  lead,  make  more  necessary  to  us  than  they  would  be  at 
other  times,  without  the  conveniences  which  a  ship  affords.  I  do  not  make  this  remark  so  much  on  my 
own  cccjunt  as  on  account  of  others.  The  accommodations  of  the  Peacock  are  small.  We  have  been  a 
great  inconvenience  to  her  officers;  and  it  has  been  the  source  of  great  pain  to  me  to  witness  how  mucii 
myself,  and  those  who  necessarily  accompanied  me,  have  been  to  Captain  Cassin  and  his  officers,  who 
have  made  every  sacrifice  of  their  own  comfort  for  our  acconmiodation. 

It  would  be  extremely  satisfactory  to  me,  and,  I  am  pcrsnadeil,  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the 
public  interest,  if  I  could  have  a  ship  and  crew  for  the  accommodation  of  myself  ami  those'  with  me.  Tlie 
Erie  would  suit  me  extremely  well  if  she  had  a  poop  on  her.  I  want  no  larger  or  better  ship,  and  I  beg 
I  may  not  be  refused,  for,  at  present,  I  am  completely  on  the  parish,  not  living  as  I  could  wish,  but  as  I 
can.  This  is  the  only  request  I  have  made  since  I  embarked  in  the  enterprise,  in  which  I  am  individually 
concerned;  and  it  would  not  have  been  made,  were  I  not  satisfied  that  the  public  interests  would  be 
more  benefited  than  my  own  comfort  would  be  promoted.  If  I  cannot  have  the  Erie,  I  beg  that  I  might 
have  the  Macedonian,  or  some  one  other  of  our  frigates;  but,  whatever  ship  may  be  sent,  I  hope  she  may 
be  furnished  with  a  jtoop.  It  is  essentially  necessary  in  this  climate,  and  on  such  a  service. 
1  ha\-e  the  iiouor  to  lie,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  April  24,  1823. 

Sir:  In  my  last,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  dispatched  the  barges  to  examine  a  bay  to  windward  of 
Point  Yeaeos;  and  having  intelligence  of  three  piratical  schooners  in  the  river  Palmas,  1  left  this  place 
on  the  I'.Hli,  joineil  the  liarges  next  day  near  Key  Blanco,  ami,  after  a  laborious  search  of  two  days,  dis- 
t-overed  the  river,  where  we  found  the  remains  of  the  vessels,  which  the  pirates  had  burnt,  evidently  a 
short  time  belbre  our  arrival  there;  I  consequently  returned  to  this  place,  sending  three  of  the  barges 
along  the  coast  to  Havana,  to  which  place  I  shall  proceed,  after  giving  convoy  to  the  vessels  in  this 
place,  having  found  it  necessary  to  send  the  two  vessels  employed  here  on  this  service  to  Thompson's 
Island,  to  refit. 

I  believe,  sir,  I  can  now  say  with  safety,  that  there  is  not  a  pirate  afloat  on  this  part  of  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  larger  than  an  open  boat;  and  even  that  is  doubtful,  the  Saragoziana,  in  her  lliglit  from  here,  hav- 
ing been  taken  by  two  British  sloops-of-war  at  the  east  end  of  the  island. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  dated — 

U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  ThompH07i's  Island,  Hay  10,  1823. 

Since  I  last  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  I  have  returned  to  this  place  with  the  Sea  Gull  and 
barges,  and  found  iiere  Captain  Cassin,  with  the  schooners  and  barges  that  accompanied  him. 

Tlic  report  of  liis  cruise  is  enclosed.  Our  last  cruise  has  been,  altogether,  a  most  arduous  and 
fatiguing  one;  and,  althougli  we  have  not  many  trophies  to  show,  it  has  not  been  without  effect ;  the 
result  has  been,  tlie  capture  of  a  piratical  schooner  and  a  very  fine  felucca;  the  destruction  of  one  ou  shore, 
the  burning  of  three  schooners  in  the  Rio  Palinas,  and  about  a  dozen  of  their  ho^^if•s  in  the  different  esta- 
blishments to  leeward  of  Baliia  Honda,  and  inside  the  Colorados  reef;  the  conipliti'  disiicision  nf  all  their 
gangs  from  Rio  Palinas  to  Cape  Antonio;  and,  what  will  be  of  no  little  impoitancc  tn  M  nnr  future  ope- 
rations, a  most  thorough  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  whole  line  of  euast,  fnnu  Caj'o  Blanco  to 
the  east,  down  to  Cape  Antonio  in  the  west.  We  have  taken  only  one  prisoner,  and  1  shall  endeavor  to 
use  such  information  as  I  can  squeeze  out  of  him  to  advantage.  I  shall  dispatcli  the  Peacock  to-day  for 
La  Vera  Cruz,  to  relieve  the  Shark,  and  shall  now  be  left  with  only  my  small  vessels,  two  of  which,  with 
two  barges,  (which  I  have  found  great  difficulty  in  manning  from  the  Sea  Gull  and  store  ship,)  I  shall 
send  off  this  evening  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commandant  Watson,  on  an  expedition  among 
the  Keys  in  the  Old  Straits,  and  thence,  around  the  island,  to  return  by  the  way  of  Cape  Antonio. 

Two  schooners,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  ('(iiimiandant  Ri>.se,  are  making  the  circuit  by  the 
other  route,  ci.imniencing  at  Point  Yeacos,  ,i;i'in.i;-  n.iiiid  ('a|ie  Antonid,  ami  returning  by  the  Old  Straits; 
two,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  CommaiK hint  SkiiDiei-,  are  (■(invoyiut;-  from  Havana;  and  the  remaining 
two  are  careening,  and  will  in  a  few  days  sail  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce;  and  the  three  remain- 
ing barges  are  hauled  up  for  the  want  of  men. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  take  into  consideration  the  uncomfortable  situation  of  myself  and  those  with  me, 
and,  as  early  as  may  be  possible,  send  me  a  frigate,  or  a  large  sloop-of-war  fitted  for  the  climate,  or  I 
shall  otherwise,  most  reluctantly,  on  account  of  health,  be  compelled  to  relinquish  a  service  which  I  set 
my  heart  on  accomplishing — the  total  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico;  it 
has  been  effected  about  tlie  north  side  of  Cuba,  and,  with  suitable  means,  I  have  no  doubt  of  effecting  it 
elsewhere. 

Not  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  West  India  station,  except  those  which  I  brought 
with  me  from  the  United  States,  have  yet  shown  themselves,  nor  can  I  get  anj'  intelligence  of  them,  by 
which  I  can  be  enabled  to  command  their  services. 

When  I  left  Matanzas,  the  country  was  alarmed  by  large  bands  of  robbers,  well  mounted  and 
armed,  who  had  plundered  several  estates,  and  Cdiniuitted  smiie  iimi-deis  in  the  iiei,i;-liborliiiiid  of  the  city. 
Bodies  of  horse  had  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  tln^iii,  and  the  iiiiiitia  were  all  uinlrr  aims;  some  prisoners  had 
been  taken,  and  it  was  said  that  those  bands  weic  eoinposed  of  the  fVeelioutei  s  whic  h  hitely  infested  the 
coast,  and  who,  being  compelled  to  abandon  the  ocean,  had  taken  up  this  new  line  of  business. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — ■ 

Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  3Iay  11,  1823. 

We  are  very  much  in  want  of  one  hundred  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen,  in  addition  to  our  present 
number,  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  our  operations;  and  if  we  do  not  obtain  them,  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  discontinuing  the  employment  of  the  barges;  at  present  I  can  only  man  two  of  them,  and  to 
do  so  am  compelled  to  lay  up  this  vessel  and  the  Decoy. 

We  shall  also  want  a  number  of  officers,  of  every  class;  how  many  I  am  unable  to  say  yet;  but, 
from  present  appearances  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  many  will  (in  not  a  very  long  time)  wish  to  return 
to  the  United  States.  The  service  we  are  employed  on  is  a  very  harassing  one,  and,  if  it  should  not 
occasion  much  waste  of  life,  it  will,  at  least,  try  the  strength  of  our  constitutions,  and  our  capacity  for 
the  endurance  of  fatigue  and  privations. 

The  commanding  ofHcer  of  marines  states  to  me  that  he  requires,  in  addition  to  his  present  force, 
fifty  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates;  and  from  the  difficulty  of  supplying  the  guards 
which  I  require,  I  should  presume  that  a  larger  number  would  be  necessary. 

From  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  Cuba  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  whole  of  which  is  now 
completely  protected  from  this  place,  with  a  force  not  equal  to  one  frigate,  I  presume  my  requests  will 
not  be  considered  extravagant.  The  arrivals  and  <le|iartures  of  American  vessels,  from  the  port  of 
Havana  alone,  average  about  thirty  per  week,  and  those  iVom  Matanzas  about  twenty.  Not  a  day  elapses 
but  that  great  numbers  of  American  vessels  arc  to  Ije  met  passing  through  the  Gulf,  and  since  an  estab- 
lishment here  they  daily  in  numbers  pass  in  sight  of  us. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  importance  of  this  station,  and  to  show  the  propriety 
of  augmenting  the  force  by  tlie  additions  which  I  have  asked. 

A  frigate,  or  a  large  sloop-of-war,  is  indispensable  to  us,  and  we  cannot  exist  with  anything  like  comfort 
without  one. 

Thrown  as  we  are  on  a  barren  and  desolate  island,  that  does  not  supply  even  water,  I  hope  our 
situation  may  be  made  as  free  from  sufferings  as  the  Department  can,  without  inconvenience  to  the  public 
interest,  make  it. 


U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  Tliompson'g  Island,  May  19,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  not  a  single  piratical  act  has  been  committed  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba  since  I  organized  and  arranged  my  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  cf  the  Navy. 
VOL.  II 29  K 


226  NAVALAFFAIES.  [No.  270. 


Rrtradi/rom  a  letlcr  of  Commodore  D.  Porter  to  the  Secretary  cf  the  Navy,  dated— 

U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  May  23,  1823. 

Sir:  We  have  a  vastly  impoitaiit  commerce  to  Havana  and  Mataiizas,  which  is  now  left  to  the 
protection  of  a  small  schooner  of  three  guns,  at  each  place;  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  two, 
coming  in  to  repair,  are  cruising  for  pirates  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and  in  the  Old  Strait  of 
Bahama. 

I  am  at  present  loft  willi  cmly  the  Sea  Gull,  as  the  store  ship  is  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  a  load  of 
water  for  us,  the  lagdons  on  the  island  having  dried  up. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  our  situation  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  some  means  may  be  speedily 
employed  to  ameliorate  it.  The  principal  thing  wanting  is  a  large  vessel,  and  the  aid  and  comforts 
which  she  would  aflurd.  At  present,  I  have  no  place  to  shelter  me  but  the  awning  of  this  small  vessel. 
I  cannot  obtain  hands  enough  for  my  use  to  man  a  boat.  I  have  no  comforts  whatever,  and  I  find  my 
health  gradually  sinking.  1  would  be  the  last  to  complain  without  cause;  but  the  rainy  and  sickly  season 
is  now  coming  on,  and  I  should  fail  in  my  duty,  were  I  not  to  acquaint  you  with  our  true  situation. 

Allow  mi-  to  simui'st,  that  this  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  suitable  place  to  give  protection  to 
the  commerce  uf  tlii'Ciiit'  of  Maxico,  and  that  all  the  forces  now  employed  at  New  Orleans,  could  be 
much  more  advantageously  employed  here. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Com.  David  Porter  to  tJic  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  June  4,  1823. 
I  yesterday  was  informed  of  a  piratical   sclmoner  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  which   had  captured 
two  vessels,  and  I  immediately  disiiatehed  the  Grayliound  in  pursuit  of  her. 

It  is  with  regret  I  inform  you,  that  I  am  compelled  to  discoutiinic  giving  convoy  from  Havana,  as 
my  forces  are  now  so  scattered,  that  it  cannot  be  done  without  iicglcci  ing  the  main  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion.    "When  our  cruising  was  on  this  side  the  island,  I  found  less  ililtlcult y  in  the  thing. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  larger  vessels,  and  more  men,  and  1  sincerely  hope  that  they  may  be  sent 
as  early  as  possible. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  June  6,  1823. 
Sir:  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  medical  aid  on  this  station.  Doctor  Williamson,  in  charge  of  the 
hospital,  and  l>oct(.r  Ivlger,  in  charge  of  the  sick  in  the  harbor,  have  both  been  taken  seriously  ill,  within 
a  few  days,  which  lca\cs  me  with  only  one  surgeou's  mate.  The  small  vessels  are  equally  in  a  sufiering 
condition,  having  but  one  acting  mate  between  two  of  tlicni;  and,  had  it  not  been  f(,ir  the  few  acting 
appointments  given  by  me,  they  would  have  been  entirely  dcsiitiitc. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  our  situation  may  be  taken  into  oMisiilciaiidii,  and  as  the  sickly  season  is  fast 
approaching,  I  hope  that  several  surgeons'  mates  may  be  sent  out  to  us.  Six,  at  least,  in  addition  to  our 
present  number,  are  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  POKTER. 
Honorable  Secretary  (/  the  Navy. 


Extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore  D.  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  June  24,  1823. 

Sir:  By  the  Hornet,  jnsl  arrived,  T  am  informed  of  the  capture  of  two  piratical  launches  by  the 
Ferret,  Lieutenant  Commamlaul  Nc\vcll,  a  lew  leagues  to  the  west  of  Matanzas. 

It  appears  that  they  were  cliased  into  a  small  harbor,  where  there  was  not  water  sufficient  for  the 
schooner;  and  on  the  approach  of  her  boal,  (canyiiig  only  four  jiersons,)  they,  (about  forty,)  commenced 
a  fire  on  her  from  l>ehind  the  rocks,  and  nearly  sunk  her.  The  seluMMiei-  llien  opened  a  fire  on  them  with 
her  ninc-ponnder,  drove  them  from  their  skulking  places,  and  took  possession  of  the  launches. 

Such  is  the  account  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant  Shulirick,  of  the  Hornet,  whose  ship  fell  in 
with  Lieutenant  Coiumaudant  Newell  on  his  passage. 

There  is  g I   reason  to  believe  that  these  are  the  boats  which  plundered  the  American  brig  Mary 

Joan,  Captain  Hulibard,  inside  the  Bay  of  Matanzas,  twelve  days  since. 

It  ap])ears  that  these  launches  were  captured  about  th<'  IVtIi  inst.;  that  their  cruise  has  been  only 
of  six  days'  duration;  and  that  they  were  taken  in  not  more  than  three  days  after  1  reciuved  information 
respecting  them. 

It  is'expected  that  this  prompt  detection  and  punislnueiit  of  the  lirsl  attempt  at  j.iracy,  since  the 
arrangement  of  my  forces  on  llie  coast,  will  deter  them,  at  least  for  a  tiuii',  from  fitting  out  any  new 
expeditions. 
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Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  tlte  Nanj. 

Sea  Gull,  Alknton,  Thompson's  Island,  July  17,  1823. 

Sir:  It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Watson's  official  report  of  the  almost  total  annihilation  of  the  crews  of  two  piratical  vessels,  by  the 
barges  Gallinipper  and  Musquito,  under  his  command. 

Wlieu  wc  take  into  consideration  the  immense  superiority  of  force  opposed  to  him,  the  advantage 
and  prc]iaration  on  the  part  of  the  pirates,  and  the  result  of  the  action,  we  cannot  but  be  impressed  with 
the  conviction,  that  nothing  less  than  Providential  influence  and  protection  could  have  occasioned  conse- 
qucuc<'s  so  fatal  to  the  pirates,  and  so  exempt  from  injury  on  our  side  as  to  apiicar  aluKi.st  miraculous. 

The  five  surviving  pirates,  being  desperately  wounded,  I  have,  in  couqiliuirnt  in  tlie  favorable  dis- 
position and  zealous  co-operation  of  the  authorities  of  Havana,  sent  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,  to 
be  tried  liy  the  laws  of  Spain. 

Encldscil  is  a  coiiy  of  my  letter  to  iiini  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot  close  this  coniiimnication,  without  expressing  a  hope  that  the  brilliant  success  of  Lieutenant 
Commandant  W'atson,  and  his  excellent  character  as   an  ofiicer  and  man,  may  induce  the  Department  to 
promote  him  to  a  higher  grade,  as  the  most  suitable  reward  for  his  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Smith  Tho.mpso.v,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Sea  Gull,  Fort  Badgers,  August  1,  1823. 

Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  American  consul,  to  take  one  million  of  dollars  from 
La  Vera  Cruz  to  (!ailiz,  in  Octolier,  and  as  we  have  but  few  opportunities  in  this  way,  to  make  a  little  for 
ourselves,  may  1  ask  the  indnl^'i'in'c  ni'  tin-  Department  in  this  respect. 

If  a  direct  i-im\-cy;iinc  ranmH  be  ^raiitcd,  can  I  send  the  money  to  the  United  States;  and  can  a 
transhipment  takr  place  IVirm  tliciK-c  to  Cadiz?  This  course  will  obviate  all  objections  as  regards  the 
belligerent  character  of  the  property,  if  any  exists. 

An  answer  by  the  return  vessel  is  desirable.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Secretary  ef  the  Nary. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

CHARLES  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  Ifay  10,  182.5. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from.  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Ox  BOARD  the  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  Tliompson's  Island.  August  1,  1823. 
I  have  been  engaged,  since  the  return  of  the  barges  under  Lieutenant  Coiniiiandant  Watson,  in 
preparing  them  for  an  expedition  to  the  piratical  establishment  at  New  Malaga,  against  the  arrival  of 
the  expected  vessels,  from  which  I  calculated  on  getting  men;  but  I  have  lately  l>e<ii  informed,  by  the 
arrival  of  a  British  brig-of-war  at  this  place,  (with  every  officer  and  man  down  with  the  yellow  fever, 
except  thirteen,)  that  a  sloop-of-war  and  several  light  vessels  from  Jamaica,  have  gone  against  that  place. 
I  shall,  consequently,  as  there  is  much  danger  from  sickness  on  that  coast,  delay  my  departure  until  I 
hear  the  result  of  the  British  expedition,  and  have  directed  the  commander  of  the  Hornet  to  take  one  of 
the  small  schooners,  (now  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,)  with  him,  to  send  back  with  such  information  as  he  may 
collect  on  the  subject.  There  have  been  no  captures,  (except  Spanish,  by  open  boats, )  by  pirates,  on 
this  side  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  since  I  have  been  here  and  ncj  pirate  has  appeared  that  we  have  not 
captured. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Sea  Gull,  Port  Podgers,  Augu.-<t  31,  1823. 
It  is  witli  the  (h^epest  regret  I  have  to  inform  you,  the  yellow  fever  has  lately  made  its  appearance 
among  us  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  has  carried  off  several.    For  inforination  as  to  the  number  of  deaths, 
and  tlie  present  situation  of  the  sick,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  medical  reports,  and  to  say 
that  we  are  badly  off  for  medical  assistance. 


Commodore  Porter  to  Commodore  Cliauncey. 

Washington  City,  October  2",  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor   to  report  to  you  my  arrival   here,  in  the  United  States  galliot  the  Sea  Gull, 
from  Thompson's  Island,  in  forty-three  days,  and'  from  which  place  I  was  driven,  witii  the  squadron,  by  a 
pestilence  which  made  its  appearance  there,  carrying  oil',  in  a  short  time,  for  the  want  of  the  necessary 
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medical  aid  on  the  station,  a  great  number  of  valuable  officers  and  men.  This  circumstance  induced  me 
to  order  the  large  vessels  to  Hampton  Roads,  there  to  remain  for  a  short  time,  whore  medical  assistance, 
if  required  by  them  ou  their  arrival,  could  be  obtained.  But  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that,  with  the 
exception  of  some  intermittents,  contracted  since  tlieir  arrival,  they  are  perfectly  healthy,  as  all  the  small 
vessels  were  which  were  left  on  the  station. 

The  vessels  on  the  West  India  station  have  never  been  more  healthy  than  they  have  been  this 
season,  the  disease  with  which  we  have  been  afflicted  being  altogether  local,  and  originating  in  the 
decomposition  of  vegetable  substances,  after  the  heavy  rains,  and  during  the  succeeding  intense  lieat  of 
the  weather.  My  experience  convinces  me  that,  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of  October,  the 
lee  side  of  Thompson's  Island  is  an  unfit  residence  for  man;  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  no  place  within  the 
tropics  can  be  more  healthy.  Those  who  have  resided  on  the  weather  side  of  tbe  island  have  at  all  times 
been  exempt  from  the  sickness  with  which  those  to  the  leeward  have  been  afflicted.  As  a  place  of  deposit 
lor  our  stores,  and  of  repair  for  our  vessels  employed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  no  place  can  be  better  adapted; 
but,  while  the  same  causes  for  disease  exist,  and  they  must  ever  e.xist,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  make 
it  a  permanent  station,  where  many  men  would  be  exposed  to  the  baneful  influence  of  the  sickly  season. 
As  we  are  now  happily  situated,  with  regard  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  the  inconvenience  of  an  absence 
of  three  or  four  months  from  Thompson's  Island  would  not  be  felt,  and  the  excellent  and  healthy  harbor 
of  Matanzas,  where  we  enjoy  every  facility  and  convenience  from  the  local  authorities,  will  obviate  all 
the  other  inconveniences  wliieli  might  otherwise  be  experienced.  The  short  delay  of  receiving  stores 
from  on  board  the  ships  IVoni  the  ishmd,  and  the  position  they  may  take  ontside  the  harbor,  free  from  the 
influence  of  the  poisonous  vapor  which  arises  from  tlje  ponds,  would  render  them  secure  from  its  effects. 
Should  it  bo  th<'  design  of  tin'  guveriunent  to  keep  a  force  there,  I  had  proposed  to  myself  this  arrange- 
ment. Under  all  cirennistances,  hou-e\<'r,  it  will  he  proper  to  liave  more  medical  men  on  the  station;  and 
had  the  necessary  niunlier  heen  furnished  this  year,  the  squadron  would  have  been,  no  doubt,  in  a  great 
measure,  saved  from  tlie  deplorable  consequences  which  have  resulted,  as  the  disease,  in  the  commence- 
ment, was  completely  under  the  control  of  medicine;  but,  I  regret  to  say,  that  several  perished  without 
receiving  any  medical  aid  whatever,  and  without  ever  seeing  a  physician.  Tlie  whole  of  the  medical  men, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  were,  from  their  great  fatigue  and  exposure,  taken  down  with  the  disease, 
and  we  were  left  to  perish  for  want  of  that  assistance  which  we  thoug'ht  ourselves  entitled  to.  I  am  widl 
aware,  however,  of  the  difficulties  the  Department  has  labored  under  to  maki^  the  singeons  do  their  iluty. 

The  Sea  Gidl  will  want  coppering,  and  some  other  repairs;  the  rest  of  tlie  vessels  are  in  general  in 
good  order.  Several  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  under  my  orders  request  leave  of  absence  for  a  short 
time,  and  many  applications  are  daily  made  to  me  on  points  of  duty  relating  to  my  command.  I  beg  to  be 
informed  by  von,  whether  1  am  to  act  on  these  matters  as  I  have  done  heretofore,  or  to  leave  them  to  the 
luanagement'of  th<'  Navy  Department. 

1  shall  hold  myself, 'and  the  vessels,  ready  to  return  to  th(>  station,  s.>  sooii  as  it  can  be  d;ine  with 
safety  to  those  on  board.  I  must  entreat  of  y(m,  however,  au  additional  supply  of  medical  men  for  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron,  and  for  the  estal'lishment  on  shore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Com.  I.SA,\c  Chauncey,  Senior  Memher  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Comm'r.^',  and  Aeling  Sec.  of  the  Navy. 


Com.  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Baltimore,  November  19,  1823. 

Silt:  In  conformity  with  your  wishes,  verbally  expressed  to  nie,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a 
brief  outline  of  my  proceedings  in  the  West  Indies,  with  tli(^  squadron  under  my  command,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy,  and  for  the  protection  of  persons  and  property,  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  order  to  take  in  as  large  a  field  for  operation  as  possihle,  I  proceeded  with  my  squadron,  consist- 
ing of  a  sloop-of-war,  a  steam  galliot,  a  store  ship,  and  nine  schooners,  to  windward,  toucliing  at  St. 
Thomas,  showing  my  forces  oft"  the  forts  of  Porto  Rico;  and  although  my  presence  there  was  attended 
with  the  loss  of  a  gallant  young  officer,  it  resulted  in  tlw  raising  of  ihe  Moekaiie  of  thi'  coasts  of  the 
Columbian  republic,  and  ,a:ave  a  check  to  a  system  of  licensed  piracy,  which  had  for  a  long  time  previ- 
ously been  practiced,  from  St.  .Tohn's,  and  other  ports  of  that  island. 

From  thence,  1  continued  to  seour  the  coasts  of  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies  to  Cuba,  the  place  of 
our  destination,  where  we  found  piracy  in  full  force;  luit,  by  the  extraordinary  activity  and  vigilance  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  coniniand,  it  was,  in  less  than   two  months  from  our  arrival,  as  completely 

The  actual  presence  of  an  active  naval  force,  with  a  ]iroper  uuderstandin,LC  with  the  authorities  on 
shore,  being  the  only  means  by  whicli  the  hordes  of  despeiadoes,  which  have  so  long  infested  the  almost 
unknown  coasts  of  this  extensive  island,  can  be  completely  exterminated,  happily  the  utmost  cordiality 
and  most  perfect  co-operation  have  existed  between  the  authorities  of  t'lilia  and  myself;  and,  from  them, 
I  have  received  every  countenance  which  could  aid  me  in  effecting  an  object  so  interesting  to  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  so  honorable  to  the  character  of  our  country;  and  from  those  under  my  command,  a 
zeal  and  activity  which  have  been  rarely  equaled,  and,  I  will  venture  to  say,  have  never  been  surpassed, 
in  any  navy,  or  on  any  service. 

Humanity  will  deplore  the  loss  of  the  many  gallant  spii-its  which  accompanied  me,  and  which  shared 
in  this  most  arduous  duty;  but  she  will  consol<>  herself  in  the  reflection,  that  the  whole  world  has  bene- 
fited by  their  exertions,  and  that  numbers  unknown  liave,  by  them,  been  saved  from  the  knives  of  the 
most  Mood-thirsty  monsters  that  ever  disgraced  the  name  of  man. 

The  details  of  the  operations  of  the  forces  entrusted  to  me  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  communi- 
cated to  you.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  toreferyou  to  the  archives  of  the  office  for  more  minute  information. 
It  will,  I  hope,  suffice  to  say  that,  at  present,  I  have  no  kiMJwledge  of  the  existence  of  any  piratical 
establishment,  vessels,  or  boats,  or  of  a  jiirate  alloat,  in  the  West  Indies  and  tj.ulf  of  Mexico.  They  have 
all  been  burnt,  taken,  destroyed,  and  driven  to  the  shore,  where  the  latter  have,  in  most  cases,  been 
speedily  captured  by  the  local  military. 

Some  severity  has  been  exercised   while   the  battle   lasted,   but  the   result  has  been  beneficial,  the 
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examples  having  struck  a  panic  which  will,  no  doubt,   long-   serve  to  deter  others   from  embarking  in 
similar  pursuits. 

The  fixing  an  establishment  at  Thompson's  Island  for  rendezvous  and  supplies,  as  my  instructions 
required,  has  had  the  most  happy  ctl'cci  in  attaining  the  object  in  view.  Its  vicinity  to  Havana,  placed, 
as  it  were,  in  the  thoroughfare  of  viss.ls  sailin;,'-  through  the  gulf,  makes  it,  in  many  points  of  view,  an 
object  of  great  importance  to  the  I'liitril  States;  and,  although  for  three  months  in  the  year  it  must  ever 
remain  sickly,  while  existing  causes  continue,  it  is,  from  its  extraordinary  sahibrity  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  worthy  a  closer  examination,  to  ascertain  whether  they  may  not  be  eradicated.  It  is  my 
opinion  that,  by  thinning  the  woods  and  draining  off  the  heavy  rains  of  the  month  of  June,  thereby 
promoting  a  free  circulation  of  air,  evaporation  and  dispersion  of  the  water  rendered  stagnant  bj-  the 
excessive  heat  of  June,  and  which  causes  the  rapid  decomposition  of  the  vegetable  matter  with  which 
the  island  abounds,  the  months  of  August,  September,  and  October  might  be  sufficiently  healthy  for  the 
residence  of  man;  but,  at  present,  the  poisonous  effluvia  arising  from  these  causes  is  almost  certain 
destruction  to  whoever  breathes  it.  Had  I  been  aware  of  its  pernicious  effects,  I  could,  without  any 
inconvenience,  have  guarded  against  them  by  an  earlier  removal  of  the  ships;  but  it  took  us  by  surprise, 
and  the  malignity  of  tlie  disoas(>  was  unparalleled.  It  is  certain  that  it  originated  on  the  island,  for  our 
ships,  witli  the  exception  "f  tlmsc  scut  to  work  on  shore,  have,  in  their  crews,  enjoyed  uncommon  health. 

In  my  intercourse  with  ii)irii.;ii  ullicers,  in  general,  I  have  received  from  them  every  attention,  and 
from  none  more  than  those  of  the  J5ritisli  navy.  The  Jamacia  station  had  heretofore  been  commanded 
by  an  admiral ;  but,  when  Sir  Edward  Owens,  an  officer  of  the  same  rank  as  myself,  was  charged  with  a 
force  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  Admiral  Rowley  was  recalled  to  England,  that  we  might  meet  on 
equal  grounds. 

Offers  for  co-operation  were  repeatedly  made  to  me,  but,  feeling  that  the  forces  under  my  command 
were  fully  adequate  to  the  object,  I  declined  confining  myself  to  any  general  plan,  leaving  it  altogcfther  to 
the  accidental  meetings  of  our  respective  forces,  and  to  circumstances.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say, 
that  wlieiiever  such  meetings  did  take  place,  with  a  common  object  in  view,  they  have  been  attended 
with  tlie  happiest  results. 

The  law  making  appropriation  fir  the  suppression  of  piracy,  limited  tlie  amount  to  be  expended  to 
$160,000;  and,  in  the  expciiditun',  nnicli  latitn.lc  was  --iven  to  me  by  the  hnnni-ahlc  Sccn'tary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  Board  of  Navy  CoiiniiissiuiKas.  In  the  excrrise  of  the  trust  repi'scil  in  mc  I  lia\c  endeavored  to 
observe  the  utmost  econi  any ;  ami,  when  all  shall  be  deducted  which  has  l-'i/n  charged  to  the  ajipropriation 
for  this  object,  and  shall  be  <hai  -id  umler  the  proper  heads,  it  will  be  found  tliat  a  large  unexpended 
balance  will  be  remaining  in  the  treasury. 

The  improvements  of  TlKiuiiisdn's  Island,  transportation  of  stores  for  the  general  service,  medicines, 
hospital  stores,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  are  of  this  description;  and,  when  the  sale  of  the  vessels  purchased  for  this 
service  shall  take  place,  and  their  proceeds  be  returned  to  the  treasury,  the  expense  of  the  expedition  will 
be  a  subject  sc.rcely  worthy  of  consideration. 

Shonhl  the  uiadual  withdrawal  of  the  small  vessels  take  place,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a  frigate, 
in  additiiin  tn  the  two  sloops-of-war  now  attached  to  the  squadron,  is  due  to  the  character  of  our  service, 
to  the  respe<taliility  of  our  flag  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  would,  by  the  convenience  she  would 
afford  to  our  open  boats,  in  the  pursuit  of  jiiiates,  offer  the  most  certain  means  of  keeping  them  in  check. 

The  moral  effect  produced  by  this  expedition  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  system  of  privateering 
which  has  prevailed,  has,  from  its  looseness,  heen  the  cause  of  many  vexations  to  our  commerce.  Our 
presence  has  occasioned  the  oldest  governments  to  recall  v<>ssels  of  this  description,  and  the  new  govern- 
ments of  America  to  issue  their  eonimissions  with  more  precautions,  to  guard  against  abuse;  consequently, 
our  commerce  is  free  from  interruption,  and  our  flag  respected  thnuighout  those  seas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Wanhinglon. 


Washingtox  City,  Novemhcr  21,  1823. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  wish,  I  have  perused  the  letter  from  Mr.  Biddle,  and  fully  concur  with  him  in 
the  necessity  of  affording  protection  to  our  Mexican  commerce,  and  the  advantage  resulting  from  the 
transportation  of  specie  in  our  ships  of  war,  as  the  most  certain  means  of  taking  away  the  powerful 
temptation  for  piratical  depredations  on  merchant  vessels. 

Since  I  ha\c  had  the  honor  to  command  on  the  West  India  station,  I  have  kept  one  vessel  constantly 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  give  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  trans- 
portation of  specie  to  the  United  States,  a.greeably  to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
of  the  1st  February,  1823.  Many  applications  have  been  made  to  me  to  permit  cochineal  to  be  embarked 
with  the  specie,  but  I  have  invariably  opposed  it,  because  I  had  no  instructions  which  would  authorize 
my  consenting  to  the  measin-e;  and  however  it  might  have  been  to  my  interest,  or  to  the  interest  of  the 
merchants,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  my  sanction  to  what  might  be  liable  to  abuse,  and  bring  censure 
on  me. 

I  have  gone  no  further  in  this  respect  than  my  orders  required,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that 
many  millions  have  found  their  way  to  England  in  British  men-of-war,  that  would  otherwise  have  been 
brought  to  this  country  in  our  own  ships,  as  merchants  invariably  embark  their  specie  in  the  same  vessel 
with  their  cochineal. 

Of  the  ]iro]iriety  of  adopting  the  measure,  being  a  party  interested,  it  might  be  improper  in  me  to 
speak.  I  can  oidy  say,  that  whatever  orders  I  may  receive,  they  shall  be  punctually  obeyed;  and  what- 
ever course  the  Department  may  think  proper  to  take,  1  shall  endeavor,  by  an  honest  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  to  meet  its  views;  and  if  vigilance  can  prevent  abuses,  none  shall  be 
practiced  by  any  under  my  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original.  CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  CIvrL 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  1825. 
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"Wasiiinrton  City,  Xoremhrr  20,  1823. 

Sir:  I  havo  tho  lioiidr  to  stato  to  yon,  tliat  it  is  in  my  opinion  necessary  and  proper,  tliat  the  rate  and 
application  ol'  IVi'i,L;lils  lur  rairyiiiL;-  spcric  in  our  sliijis  ol'  war,  should  be  iixed  by  the  Department,  as 
there  is  no  existiiiL;-  rc.n-nhuiou  mi  tin;  siilijcct. 

The  merchant  is  glad  to  avail  hiniselV  of  the  protection  and  security  thus  offered  to  his  property,  for 
which  he  is  willing  to  pay.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  the  ship  to  give  protection  and 
security,  and  to  take  on  himself  responsibilities  for  which  he  ought  to  be  paid.  It  increases  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  for  which  he  ought  to  be  compensated,  and  it 
gives  some  additional  trimbh^  ami  lalior  to  the  officers  and  crew,  for  which  they  ought  to  receive  some 
benefit. 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  divide  the  freight  into  three  parts,  of  which  one  part  has  lieen  given  to  the 
commaniler  of  the  squadron,  and  the  other  two  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  thereby  making  llio  distributiim 
the  same  as  the  shares  in  prize  money;  but  there  being  no  established  rule,  it  depends  alln-cther  on 
the  terms  the  commander  of  the  squadron  and  the  captain  may  be  on,  whether  the  eusti.m  shall  continue. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  claimed  any  share,  but  it  has  invariably  been  paid  to  mo  voluntarily  by 
the  cajitains,  from  a  sense  of  justice  on  their  part. 

Tlie  British  regulations  established  by  a  proclamation  of  the  Krg,  dated  12th  of  July,  1819,  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you,  divides  the  amount  of  freight  into  four  parts,  one  of  which  is 
paid  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet  or  squadron,  two-fourths  to  the  commander  of  the  ship  carrying  the 
treasure  and  signing  the  bill  of  lading  or  receipt,  and  one-fourth  to  Greenwich  Hospital,  for  the  use  of 
that  institution. 

This  rule  embraces  every  desirable  olijcct,  and  is  foun<led  on  justice,  as  it  gives  to  the  one  who  has 
the  greatest  responsibility,  the  largest  amount  of  compensation. 

A  similar  rule  might  be  adopted  to  advantage  in  our  service,  giving  one-fourth  to  the  navy  pension 
fund,  which  should  be  received  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  and  which  he  should  pay  over  to 
those  ajipointed  to  receive  it.  As  regards  the  rates  of  carrying  freight,  we  have  always  been  governed 
by  those  established  by  tlie  proclamation  above  alluded  to,  wherein  you  will  perceive  a  difference  between 
the  ficiglit  of  treasures  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  of  those  belonging  to  other  parties.  In  both  cases 
there  is  great  resixmsibility  on  the  officer  commanding,  who  is  held  answerable  for  the  exact  amount, 
and  it  is  proper  that  he  should  receive  an  indemnit3^ 

By  the  adoption  of  this  rule  as  suggested,  I  should  certainly  be  the  sufferer  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view;  but  a  strict  regard  to  justice,  and  a  desire  to  reduce  to  rule  what  is  now  left  to  chance,  which 
might,  under  other  cireinnstaiiei's,  jeopardize  the  harmony  of  the  squadron,  and  occasion  disputes,  induces 
me  to  ask  your  early  instructions  on  the  suliject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 


CIIAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk: 


V.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  that  I  shall 
put  to  sea  with  this  shi|i,  the  (irampus,  and  the  Sea  Gull,  on  the  ITth  of  this  month.  The  Hornet  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  yard,  and  it  is  uncertain  when  she  will  be  ready.  She  is  in  want  of  one 
more  chain  cable,  as  the  one  intended  for  her  was  sent  to  the  Peacock.  There  will  be  sufficient  time  for 
one  to  be  made  and  sent  to  her  before  she  leaves  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  John  Rodgers,  President  of  the  Board  af  Navy  Commissioners,  Wasldngion. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Com.  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Norfolk,  January  20,  1824. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  inst.,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  Carnbreleng,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  dispatched  the  United  States  schooner  Shark,  on  or  about  the  Ist  of  this  month,  to 
cruise  in  the  neighborhood  of  La  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  Alvarado,  until  the  1st  of  March,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter,  and  to  be  relieved  at  that  time  by  the  United  States  brig  Spark 
and  schooner  Weasel,  which  vessel  sailed  two  days  since,  with  instructions  to  scour  the  West  Indies  for 
piratical  vessels,  said  to  be  out  previous  to  going  there. 

The  Spark  will  be  relieved  by  the  Grampus  and  another  small  schooner  by  the  middle  of  May,  and  I 
shall  give  regular  and  constant  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  so  long  as  I  am  honored  with  my  present  command,  unless  I  receive  orders  from  you  to  the  con- 
trary. I  contemplate,  by  a  constant  routine,  giving  equal  protection  to  our  colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
and  guarding  against  the  slave  tiade,  provided  it  meets  with  your  approbation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resiiect,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samvkl  Ij.  Sol'tilvrd,  Secretary  (f  the  Navy. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Com.  David  Portfr  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  off  Havana,  April  8,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  in  my  route  to  this  place,  I  have  touched  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mews, St.  Christopher,  St.  Thomas;  examined  the  south  coast  of  Porto  Rico,  looking  in  at  the  Dead 
Mail's  Chest  and  Ponce,  two  noted  places  for  Porto  Rico  privateers;  touching  at  Mona,  St.  Domingo, 
Beata,  and  Kingston,  making  diligent  inquiries  and  examinations  for  piratical  vessels,  and  offering  con- 
voy and  protection  to  vessels  of  all  nations  from  piratical  aggressions. 

In  the  course  of  this  lung  route,  although  we  have  visited  places  formerly  the  rendezvous  of  pirates, 
and  saw  evidences  of  tJK'ir  haviiiij,-  liccn  rcri'iilly  there,  we  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  capture  any, 
nor  have  we  seen  any  vessels  dl'  a  siis|iieii,iis  character,  uutil  two  days  since,  when  we  pursued  a  small 
schooner  which  took  shelter  among  the  Culiiiuilos  reefs,  and,  from  every  circumstance,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt  that  she  is  a  pirate. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  I  can  place  the  vessels  now  umlei-  eenvdy  in  sal'ety,  Imsten  to  TliMinpson's  Island, 
to  dispatch  the  barges  and  small  vessels  in  pursuit,  and  lHJ|ie,  in  a  lew  ilays,  to  lia\-e  lier  in  possession. 

It  appears  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  revive,  on  the  south  side  el  CuKa,  that  system  of  piracy 
which  had  so  long  prevailed.     The  British  have  lost  some  men  in  attempting;  te  suppress  it,  and  the  fortunate 
assemblage  of  a  large  British  force  at  the  Isle  of  Pines,  has,  I  have  been  inlenneil^  eaiised  a  dispersion 
of  the  gang.     Nothing  but  the  presence  of  a  strong  and  active  force  can  keep  them  in  order. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Com.  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

United  States  Ship  John  Apams,  Fo)-t  Rodgers,  Thovipson^s  Island,  April  24,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Wilkinson's  report  of  the  expedition  after 
the  piratii-al  selmoncr. 

I  shall  imniiMliatcly  dispatch  vessels  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  in  pursuit  of  the  vessel  of  which  he 
gives  inlonnatiun. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 


Eon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


D.  PORTER. 


Matanzas,  May  3,  1824. 
Sir:  I  regret  extremely  to  learn  that  a  bill  of  exchange  (if  5,000  dullars,  drawn  during  my  absence, 
by  Mr.  T..A.  Thornton,  purser,  in  favm-  n[  Messrs.  Castille,  lilack  and  • 'nni|iaii_y,  and  approved  by  Captain 
Wilkinson,  has  licen  returned  protested,  w  iih  se\en  iMnulicil  dollais  ex|ienses. 

My  fortunate  arrival  with  funds,  enaliled  the  drawei-  tn  take  up  the  hill,  but  in  consequence  of  this 
protest,  the  credit  of  Navy  bills,  which  sold  for  two  and  a  half  ainl  five  per  cent,  premium,  has  greatly 
suffered. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  do  with  what  funds  I  have,  and  can  obtain,  on  my  own  credit,  until  I  hear  that 
the  appropriation  has  been  made  for  this  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

I  certifv  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerl: 
May  11,  1825. 


M.WANZAs,  May  4,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tn  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  the  Decoy  to  New  York  for  stores,  a  list  of 
which  (copy  cnchised)  has  bi^eu  furnished  to  the  connnandant  of  the  Navy  yard. 

I  liavo  also  sent  the  Grayhound  to  New  York  to  be  coppered  and  repaired,  as  we  have  not  mechanics 
on  the  station  U>  do  the  work  required.  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  a  stationary  force  of  five  or  six  ship 
carpenters,  ten  joiners,  four  lilacksmiths,  three  boat  builders  and  twenty  black  laborers,  could  be  very 
advantageously  employed  at  Thompson's  Island. 

Such  men  cannot  be  shiped  at  the  rendezvous ;  they  must  be  got  on  the  same  terms  as  those  employed 
at  our  Navy  yards. 

I  beg,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  will  cause  me  to  be  supplied  with  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  John  Rodc.ers,  President  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 
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Sea  Gull,  llatanzas,  May  28,  1824. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  he  under  tlie  necessity  of  informing  you,  tliat  the  fever  has  made  its  appearance  on 
the  island,  and  that  the  inability  of  the  acting-  surgeon's  mate,   in   charge  of  the  medical  department 
there,  to  attend  to  his  duty,  from  sickness,  renders  his  return  to  the  north  necessary. 

I  have  sent  another  to  take  his  place,  but  this  leaves  us  deplorably  off  for  medical  men. 
I  purpose  removing  the  principal  part  of  the  forces  to  the  north  about  the  middle  of  next  month,  as 
the  only  means  of  guarding  against  the  consequences  of  a  d(  liiieney  of  surgeons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(No  Signature.) 
H(jn.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secniari/  of  the  A^avij. 


Copij  of  a  Idler  from  Com.  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matamas,  Jane  1,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  fnim  Lieutenant  Connnandant  John  H.  Lee, 
who  was  sent  by  me  in  pursuit  of  tin'  ]iirate  that  escaiied  from  L't.jlorados.      1  shall  not  cease  the  pursuit, 
until  1  hear  of  his  capture  or  destruction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  Seceetary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  June  25,   1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iiifonii  you,  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  in  the  Sea  Gull,  from  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  in  nine  daj^s,  and  shall  Kc  pic|iaicd  to  ictui-n  to  tli<'  West  Indies  so  soon  as  the  season  will  render 
it  safe  to  do  so,  and  my  healtii,  A\lii<  li  ie(iuires  a  respite  from  the  effects  of  a  tropical  climate,  will  admit. 

My  former  communications  have  appriseil  you  of  my  intention  of  removing  most  of  the  vessels  under 
my  command,  to  the  north,  during  the  sickly  season.  Oiders  have  been  given  by  me,  on  the  subject, 
and  every  arrangement  made,  to  give  as  much  protection  to  our  commerce  as  the  force  remaining  on 
the  station  will  admit. 

I  have  purposed  sailing  from  New  York,  and  visiting  in  my  way  out,  as  heretofore,  the  windward 
islands,  so  soon  as  1  can  gel  a  sufficient  force  together,  and  leaving  a  small  detachment  in  the  nighbor- 
hoodof  St.  Thomas,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  there,  where  itwas  asked  for  by  our  merchants,  when 
I  last  visited  that  iilace. 

The  .lohn  .\(lams,  it  is  probable,  will  i-equire  heaving  out  on  her  return,  which  will  be  in  a  week  or 
two,  which  will  leave  me  with  only  one  sloop-of-war. 

As  the  hoalth  of  Captain  Wilkinson  recpiired  his  return,  I  have  left  Lieut.  Oellers  in  command  at 
Thompson's  Islaiiil,  with  lull  instructions  as  to  the  duties  tcj  be  peiTormed  there;  and  I  have  left  all  neces- 
sary oidcis  also  lor  thi'  coniniandrrs  of  such  vi'ssels  as  may  arrive  during  my  absence. 

The  island  |iroiiiises  to  he  heallliy  tliis  season.  I  have  left  about  sixty  otiScers  and  men  there;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  1  had  only  a  surgeon's  mate  to  leave  to  attend  them  during  the  sickly  season. 

I  have,  daring  this  season,  greatly  improved  the  comfort  and  condition  of  the  island,  and  thereby 
lessened  that  re|iugnance  to  remaining  there,  which  formerly  existed  among  both  officers  and  men. 

I  shall  jiroci'ed  to  New  York,  in  a  few  days,  to  hasten  the  dispatch  of  the  stores,  for  the  squadron 
and  island,  which  arc  now  preparing  there,  and  which  are  niui-li  riipiired. 

If  there  are  any  instructions  from  the  Department  aU'ecting  my  various  duties,  I  shall  bo  happy  to  be 
furnished  with  them,  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  July  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  correspondence,  on  the  subject 
of  the   sloop  Cherub,  and   the   vexations  to  which   our  commerce  is  subjected,  in  the  Mexican  port  of 
Tarn  pi  CO. 

1  shall,  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  endeavor  to  afford  it  every  protection. 
1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.   Southard,  Secretary  of  the  A^avij. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  tlie  original  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CIIAS.  HAY,  Chuf  Clerk. 
May  12,  1825. 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OP    C  0  U  R  T  S -M  A  RTI A  L.  233 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  C  jmnio  lore  Divid  Porter  to  tlvi  Sicretanj  of  th';  Navy,  dated — 

Washixgtox,  August  9,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  copy  and  translation  of  a  correspondence  between 
Lieut.  Commandant  John  Ritchie  and  the  connnandaut  of  Tanipico;  and,  in  reply  to  your  instructions  of 
tlie  20th  ultimo,  reqnirino-  prutection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  commerce  with  that 
port,  have  to  state  that  the  Shark  and  two  of  the  small  schooners  have  been  sent  to  the  Culf  of  Mexico, 
to  aflord  the  protei'tion  nMjuind. 

This,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  all  the  force  which,  at  present,  can  be  sent  on  that  service. 
The  sickly  condition  of  some  of  the  vessels  that  have  returned  to  the  United  States,  which  has  caused 
them  to  be  placed  under  quarantine;  the  want  of  repairs  in  others;  the  revival  of  piracy  about  Cuba  and 
elsewhere,  and  the  reduced  state  of  my  squadron,  from  these  and  other  causes,  prevent  my  affording, 
with  tlie  nioaiis  at  my  disposal,  as  much  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  com- 
mercial pursuits  witiiiii  the  limits  of  my  command,  as  I  could  wish. 
I  have  the  huiK.ir  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secketary  of  the  Navy. 


Copy  of  a  letterfrom  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washixgto.y,  Augud  10,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  W.  Neilson,  president  of  the  American  Insurance  Company  oi  New  York,  complaining  of 
the  capture  of  the  Mercator,  near  the  port  of  Matanzas,  when  some  of  our  vessels  of  war  were  stationed 
there,  reflecting  on  the  government  of  Cuba  for  permitting  the  seizing  of  "numerous  and  valuable  vessels 
and  cargoes,  sailing  under  our  flag,"  charging  it  with  connivance  or  imbecility,  and  justifying  the  govern- 
ment for  taking  decisive  measures  for  the  protection  of  our  trade.  I  have  also  received  your  letter 
enclosing  an  application  from  the  merchants  of  Matanzas,  for  further  protection  to  our  commerce  in  that 
port,  as  well  as  your  letter  of  the  28th  July,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  master  of  the  brig 
John,  of  Newport,  recounting  the  circumstance  of  the  robbery  of  that  vessel  near  the  harbor  of  Matanzas, 
asserting  that  there  were  no  United  States  vessels  on  that  side  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  stating  that 
there  had  been  six  captures  between  Matanzas  and  Havana.  In  the  various  letters  accompanying  these 
statements,  it  is  enjoined  on  me  to  use  my  efforts,  and  make  such  disposition  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand, as  will  render  piratical  aggressions,  of  this  description,  less  frequent,  if  it  is  possible.  The  whole 
history  of  my  operations,  in  conjunction  with  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  against  the  pirates,  renders  any 
defence  of  my  conduct,  or  the  conduct  of  those  under  my  command,  against  any  imputations  of  neglect, 
from  any  quarter,  unnecessary,  as  it  is  well  known  to  the  Department  that  we  have  been  devoted  to  the 
inglorious  service,  sacrificing  health,  comfort,  and  personal  interests,  for  the  sole  object  of  suppressing  a 
system  of  long  continuance,  the  existence  of  which  was  disgraceful  to  the  civilized  nations  whose  citizens 
and  subjects  were  victims  to  it,  and  which  the  peculiar  state  of  the  government  of  Cuba,  arising  from 
the  various  changes  in  Spain,  and  the  numerous  facilities  to  piracy,  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  island,  and  various  other  causes,  originating  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
progress  of  the  South  American  revolutions,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  local  autliorities  to  suppress, 
without  aid  from  other  quarters,  which  was  no  sooner  obtained,  by  our  presence,  than  the  most  zealous 
co-operation  was  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Cuba,  which  has  ever  since  continued,  and 
has  changed,  entirely,  the  character  of  piracy  from  the  bloody  and  remorseless  manner  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  to  simply  plundering  of  property,  and  the  means  from  large  cruising  vessels,  to  open  boats. 
This  latter  mode  of  carrying  on  their  depredations,  renders  it  extremely  difficult  to  detect  them,  and  is 
calculated  to  baflle  the  efforts  of  the  most  vigilant,  from  the  ease  with  which  they  are  enabled  to  possess 
themselves  of  boats  along  the  coast  of  Cuba,  the  certainty  of  being  enabled  to  escape  to  the  unsettled 
coasts  of  the  island,  and  the  certainty,  for  some  hours,  in  the  early  part  of  every  day,  that  merchant 
vessels  may  be  found,  becalmed,  near  the  land. 

Nothing  but  resistance  on  the  part  of  those  who  call  on  us  for  protection,  can  put  down  the  present 
system;  and  from  the  small  lorce  emphiyed  by  them,  the  mere  show  of  resistance,  in  a  few  instances,  is 
all  that  is  required.  We  liave  seen  it  stated,  that  one  of  the  vessels  robbed  was  taken  possession  of  by 
a  boat  with  seven  men,  and  plundered,  the  crew  beaten,  and  confined  below.  Surely,  sir,  blame  should 
not  be  attached  to  us,  or  to  the  government  of  Cuba,  for  the  dastardly  conduct  of  those  who,  with  the 
most  ordinary  means  of  defence,  which  every  merchant  vessel  affords,  could  permit  such  an  act;  as  well 
might  this,  or  any  other  government,  be  charged  with  imbecility,  and  its  officers  with  neglect,  for  not 
detecting  evei-y  highway  robber,  housebreaker,  incendiary,  or  counterfeiter.  The  charge  of  imbecility  must 
rest  on  those  who  fail  to  defend  themselves  against  their  petty  aggressions,  and  the  cause  is  attributable, 
almost  entirely,  to  the  |iarsiiiioiiy  of  the  owners,  who  fail  to  furnish  a  few  weapons  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  crew  of  vessels  destined  t"o  Cuba. 

Thi>se  roliberies  are  conunitted  most  frequently  by  the  persons  employed  in  loading  the  vessels,  who 
are  well  acquainted  with  their  destitution  of  fire  arms  at  the  time  of  sailing. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  reports  from  Lieutenant  Mcintosh,  the  commandant  of 
Thompson's  Island,  by  whii-h  you  will  perceive  that  every  vigilance  has  been  exercised  by  him  in  endea- 
voring to  recapture  the  vessels  taken,  and  punish  the  offenders ;  that  at  the  very  time  that  William  Norris 
states  that  no  United  States  vessels  were  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba,  the  Terrier,  Lieutenant  Paine,  and 
Diableta,  were  cruising  there,  and  I  have  also  to  state,  that  the  Ferret,  Lieutenant  Farragut,  was  on  that 
coast  and  had  been,  daily,  (until  a  few  days  previous,)  emploj'ed  in  giving  convoy  in  and  out  of  the 
harbor,  sometimes  with  his  vessel,  and  sometimes  with  his  small  boats.  I  have  further  to  state,  that  the 
John  Adams,  corvette,  the  brig  Spark,  the  schooner  Grampus,  the  Jackal,  Weasel,  and  the  Beagle,  have, 
a  short  time  since  the  date  of  Mr.   Norris"  letter,  all  visited   the  coasts  and  ports  of  Cuba,  zealously 
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employed  in  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  in  the  performance  of  which  duty,  I  regret  to  state,  that 
Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  Gumming,  with  several  others,  have  fallen  victims. 

The  reports  of  Captain  Dallas,  Lieutenant  Commandants  Newton,  Sloat,  Lee,  and  Zantzinger,  and 
Acting  Lieutenant  Farragut,  with  which  you  have  already  been  made  acquainted,  will  show  the  arduous 
duties  they  have  performed;  and  the  report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Pinkham,  the  successor  of  Lieutenant 
Commandant  Montgomery,  will  show  the  result  of  his  arduous,  useful,  and  disastrous  cruise.  There  is, 
at  this  time,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  on  their  way  there,  the  ships  Hotnet  and  Decoy,  the  schooners 
Shark,  Wild  Cat,  and  Terrier,  and  six  barges;  and,  in  a  short  time,  the  force  will  be  augmented  by  the 
departure  of  others  of  the  schooners,  large  and  small.  The  charge,  then,  or  intimation  in  any  shape,  of 
neglect,  on  the  part  of  myself  or  officers,  to  the  interest  of  the  merchants,  who  have  no  feeling  but  for 
their  own  pecuniary  concerns,  is,  as  you  perceive,  unfounded.  It  is  true,  that  warned  by  the  dreadful 
mortality  of  last  year,  and  by  approaching  disease,  I  left  the  West  Indies,  and  ordered  home  the  greater 
part  of  the  force  under  my  command;  and  the  only  cause  of  regret  to  me  now  is,  that  I  did  not  remove 
them  earlier,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  would  have  been  saved,  and  that  there  should  be  a  necessity 
for  their  return  at  this  unfavorable  season,  which  will  undoubtedly  cause  the  death  of  more. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  mj'  going  so  much  into  detail,  but  as  the  IVequent  applications  to  the  Department, 
from  the  merchants  concerned  in  the  Matanzas  trade,  for  protection,  might  induce  the  belief  of  neglect  on 
my  part,  I  have  felt  that  this  explanation  is  necessary. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you,  however,  my  mortification  at  their  conduct,  after  the  devotion  we  have  all 
shown  to  their  •porticular  interests,  which  entitled  us  to  their  wannest  gratitude. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

The  Hon.  Sam.  L.  SoUTH.^Rn,  Serretanj  of  the  Navy. 


Wasiiixgton,  October  13,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  the  arrival  here  of  the  United  States  schooner  Fox,  Lieutenant 
Commandant  Ritchie,  from  the  coast  of  Mexico,  via  Thompson's  Island,  and  that  she  brings  accounts  as 
late  as  the  2.')th  ol'  Sci.tcmber. 

At  the  tiiiir  ni  111  r  leaving  the  island,  no  information  had  been  received  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Wild  Cat, 
under  the  tciiii>oiary  conimaud  of  Midshipman  Booth,  who  left  Havana  on  the  25th  August,  to  proceed  to 
Thompson's  Island';  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  from  the  violent  gales  experienced,  of  the  loss  of 
this  vessel,  her  officers  and  crew. 

The  situation  of  the  island  was  truly  alarming  at  the  last  date.  Four  deaths  had  taken  place  the  day 
previously,  and  one  on  the  day  of  the  report:  the  whole  number  from  the  20th  to  the  25th,  eight,  including 
one  surgeon's  mate. 

Should  no  ciiange  take  place  for  the  better,  it  only  remains  for  the  officer  in  command  to  remove 
from  the  island  (which,  from  the  confidence  I  have  in  his  discretion,  and  the  means  he  at  all  times  has 
at  command,  in  the  wreckers  and  other  vessels  which  daily  touch  there,)  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  done, 
whenever  he  may  deem  it  necessary. 

I  llattrr  myself  with  the  hope  of  making  the  island  more  healthy  next  season,  by  the  improvements 
at  prcseni  inuposeJ,  to  wit;  filling  up  the  ponds,  and  clearing  away  the  woods;  and  if  this  should  not 
succeed,  the  aliumlonincnt  of  the  island  must  necessarily  follow. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  tlw  Nai-y. 


Washington,  October  16,  1824. 

Sir:   I  liave  the  honor  to  reiiort,  in  conforniity  with  your  orders  of  the  December,    1823,  the 

amount  of  moneys  carried  in  the  vessels  under  my  command,  since  that  period. 

John  Adams,  Captain  Dallas,  from  Tampico  for  Philadelphia $70,000 

Spark,  Lieut.  Conunandant  Newton,  from  Havana  for  New  Y(n'k 80,000 

Shark,  Lieut.  Conmiundant  Stevens,  fn.m  Tamiiieo  for  New  York 102,000 

Weasel,  Lieut.  Couiniandant  Zaiil/.iii,i;-er,  iVom  Tampico  for  New  York 121,000 

Fox,  Lieut.  Commamlant  i;itcliie,  IVom  Tanipio..  fur  Havana 17,000 

Fox,  Lieut.  Commandant  Ititcliie,  from  Tampico  to  the  United  States  3,000 

Total  amount, $399, 000 

The  average  amount  of  freight  for  carrying  which  is  1^  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa.-iliington. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 

CIIAS.  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Derartmext,  ^fay  10,  1825. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washixgtox,  October  22,  1824. 
I   have   received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  shall  proceed  to  sea  in  the  Jolui  Adiuiis,  with  the 
least  possible  delay.     The  ship  will  be  at  Newcastle  by  the  time  I  reach  there.     I  enclose  orders  for  tiie 
officer  who  may  take  out  the  Coustellatioii. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.«is,  Passage  Island,  November  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  I  was  informed  that  Lieu- 
tenant Commandant  Piatt,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagie,  who  had  visited  Foxardo,  a  town  on  the  east 
coast  of  Porto  RicTo,  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries  respecting  a  quan- 
tity of  dry  goods,  supposed  to  have  born  do)"i()sitod  there  b^-  pirates,  was,  after  being  recognized  as  an 
American  officer,  by  the  proper  aiillmiii  ics  ilicic,  iininisdiird  ami  shamefully  treated. 

Indignant  at  the  outrages  wliidi  h;i\c  so  iciiiatcdiy  lieeii  lica|ied  on  us  by  the  authorities  of  Porto 
Rico,  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  1  lelt  the  ship,  and  taking  with  me  the  schooners  Grampus  and 
Beagle,  and  the  boats  of  the  John  Adams,  with  Captain  Dallas  and  part  of  his  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  where,  finding  preparati(uis  were  making  to  fire  on  us  from 
the  battery  on  shore,  I  sent  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  to  spike  the  guns,  which  was  done  in  a  few 
minutes,  as  the  Spaniards  fled  on  the  landing  of  t  e  party.  I  then  landed  with  two  hundred  men,  and 
marched  to  the  town,  spiking,  on  the  way,  the  guns  of  a  small  battery,  placed  for  the  defence  of  a  pass  on 
the  road,  and  reached  the  town  in  about  thirty  minutes  after  landing.  I  found  them  prepared  for  defence, 
as  they  had  received  information  from  St.  Thomas  of  my  intentions  of  visiting  the  place.  I  halted  about 
pistol  shot  from  their  forces,  drawn  up  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  sent  in  a  flag,  requiring  the 
alcalde  or  governor,  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  principal  ofienders,  to  come  to  me  to  make;  atone- 
ment for  the  outrage — giving  them  one  hour  to  deliberate.  They  appeared  accordinglj%  and  after  beg- 
ging pardon,  (in  the  presence  of  all  the  officers,)  of  the  officer  who  had  been  insulted,  and  expressing 
great  penitence,  I  permitted  them  to  return  to  the  town,  on  their  promising  to  respect  all  American  officers 
who  may  visit  them  hereafter.  We  then  returned  to  the  vessels,  and  left  the  harbor,  after  being  at 
anchor  three  hours. 

As  we  were  getting  under  way,  a  number  of  persons  appeared  on  the  beach,  bearing  a  white  flag, 
and  having  with  them  some  bullocks,  and  a  number  of  horses,  apparently  laden — no  doubt  a  present  from 
the  authorities  of  the  place,  which  they  informed  me  they  should  send  me. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  persons  and  our  flag  will  be  more  respected  hereafter,  than  it  has  been  by 
the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico. 

Every  officer  and  man,  on  this  occasion,  conducted  themselves  in  a  manner  to  meet  my  entire  appro- 
bation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  fde  in  the  Navv  Pcpartnient. 

CliAS.  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 
Uay  12,  1825. 


Washington,  March  8,  1825. 
Sir:  The  officers  named  in  the  enclosed  list  will  be  necessary  as  witnesses  to  enable  me  to  repel,  in 
a  suitable  manner,  the  foul  charges  of  Mr.  Thomas  Randall  and  Mr.  John  Mountain,  and  the  injurious 
insinuations  and  assertions  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  against  myself  and  the  officers  under  my  command. 
Understanding  that  vessels,  having  some  of  them  on  board,  are  about  sailing,  I  beg   that  they  may 
be  detained,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard. 

Navy  Dep.\rtment,  3Tay  11,  1825. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk'. 

Captains.— Stephen  Cassin,  A.  J.  Dallas,  AVm.  B.  Finch,  L.  Kearney,  T.  H.  Stevens. 
Lieutenants. ~Q.  W.  Skinner,  J.  T.   Newton,  F.   H.  Gregory,  Silas  Duncan,    J.  P.  Zantzinger,  C.  H. 
Bell,  C.  Boarman,  R.  Voorhees,  C.  K.  Stribling,  D.  G.  Farragut,  J.  G.  Boughan. 
Purser. — F.  A.  Thornton. 


GENERAL   INSTRUCTIONS. 


Having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  squadron,  fitted  out  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  of  December  last,  to  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing piracy,  and  affording  effectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States; 
and  to  the  command  of  all  the  United  States  ships  and  vessels  of  war  in  the  West  Indies,  fitted  out  for 
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the  aforesaid  objects,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  becomes  my  duty  (in  order  that  a 
perfect  understanding  may  be  had  by  those  under  my  command  of  the  extent  of  the  authorities  to  be 
exercised  by  them  in  case  of  separation,  or  in  case  of  boing-  detached  on  special  service)  to  point  out 
briefly  to  them  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  under  particular  rirrniiistuiices,  and  in  doing  so,  shall  confine 
myself  to  existing  laws,  and  the  instructions  of  the  honoialilc  Sc.retary  of  the  Navy;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  in  no  case  these  orders  will  be  exceeded,  without  my  .sanction  first  being  obtained. 

First,  then,  with  regard  to  piracy.  On  this  subject  there  has  been  three  several  acts — that  of  March 
3d,  1819;  of  May  15th,  1820;  and  that  of  the  20th  December  last,  authorizing  the  additional  force  of 
schooners,  &c. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819,  authorizes  "to  subdue,  seize,  take,  and  send  into 
any  port  in  the  United  States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  bo 
armed,  and  which  shall  have  attemi^ted  or  committed  any  piratical  aggressions,  search,  restraint,  depreda- 
tion, or  seizure,  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  or  upon  any  other  vessels." 

Prom  the  generality  of  this  latter  description  of  vessels,  it  would  seem  to  embrace  those  of  every 
nation  or  country  upon  which  any  piratical  aggression  may  have  been  committed.  Admittint;-  the  act 
might  be  extended  thus  far,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  general  object  of  the  law,  and  it  \\iis  tlion^ht 
by  the  President  most  advisable  at  one  time,  not  to  give  it  a  like  indiscriminate  practical  cnnsti  uctiun, 
as  to  all  vessels.  The  great  object,  as  pointed  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  was  to  protect  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States  from  piratical  aggression.  This  will,  therefore  be  considered  a 
particular  and  special  duty.  If,  however,  there  shall  be  discovered  depredations  on  other  vessels,  com- 
mitted under  such  gross  and  aggravated  circumstances  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  their  piratical  character, 
it  will  be  a  duty  then  to  capture  and  bring  in  tlic  imgressdis.  It  is  thought  most  advisable  thus  to  dis- 
tinguish in  these  instructions,  because,  among  otlier  eonsiderations,  it  will  be  seen  that,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  authority  is  only  given  to  retake  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  its  citizens,  which 
may  have  been  unlawfully  captured  on  the  high  seas;  no  positive  authority  is  given  by  it  to  retake  the 
vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  or  country.  It  will  also  be  perceived  that,  under  this  section  (2d)  of  the 
act,  authority  is  only  given  to  "subdue,  seize,  and  take"  such  vessels  or  boats,  &c.,  as  shall  have 
attem])t(>d  or  ceunmitted  simic  piratical  au'i^-ression. 

\Vhat('ver  well  grounded  suspicions  may  be  entertained  that  a  vessel  may  have  been  fitted  out,  and 
is  intended  to  be  employed  in  sneli  depredations,  the  act  does  not  authorize  her  molestation,  unless  there 
is  satist'aetoi-y  eviih/nce  that  she  has  either  attempted  or  miualli/  rommitlcd  some  piratical  aggression  on 
some  niereliant  vessel  o|'  the  United  States  or  her  crew,  or  upon  some  other  vessel  under  the  special 
circuinslanc-es  above  mentioned. 

This,  liy  this  act,  must  be  considered  an  important  and  leading  regulation,  as  it  will  be  a  strong 
and  almost  controlling  circumstance  (considering  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world),  in  making  up  a 
judgment  wlietlii  r  it  woidd  be  safe  and  justifiable  to  treat  them  as  pirates.  Whenever,  therefore,  boats 
or  vessc  Is  shall  be  found,  the  crews  whereof  have  committed  any  actual  violence,  outrage,  or  depreda- 
tion upon  any  \  i  ssels  of  the  United  States,  or  citizens  thereof,  or  any  other  vessel,  as  above  mentioned, 
it  is  to  be  sullieieiit  to  authorize  their  being  "subdued,  seized  and  taken,"  and  uidcss  it  should  satisfac- 
torily appear  that  they  were  acting  under  some  lawful  authority,  and  not  piratically,  they  are  to  be  sent 
in  lor  adjudication.  The  act  of  May  15th,  1820,  continues  in  force  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819,  and  makes 
further  jirovision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy.  The  third  section  of  this  act  declares  as  pirates  any 
person  who  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  roadstead,  or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any 
river  where  the  sea  el'lis  and  flows,  commit  the  crime  of  robbery  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  upon 
any  of  the  ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof;  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  a  pirate,  and  the  penalty  deatli,  on  conviction  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  sections  make  it  piracy  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade,  and  the  penalty  on  conviction  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  death. 
This  act  is  more  extended  than  the  former  in  its  definition  of  the  act  of  piracy,  but  in  no  part  (except  in 
continuing  in  force  the  former  law,)  authorizes  capture  by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Uniteil  States. 
The  high  and  delicate  power,  therefore,  \ested  in  the  President  by  the  act  of  March  3d,  Isl'.t,  which 
authorizes  and  requests  him  to  employ  so  many  of  the  public  armed  vessels  as  in  his  judgment  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  with  suitable  instructions  to  the  eonnnamleis  thereof,  in  pr.ileeting  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews  from  piiati<-al  aggressions  ami  di  ]uc  ilations,  has  been 
resorted  to  and  exercised  for  the  purpose  of  more  clearly  delining  the  ibities  to  be  pertormed.  The  trust 
reposed  in  me  is  one  of  a  peeuliaily  delicate  character;  for  while  it  is  made  my  duty  to  protect  our 
commerce  against  all  unlaw  lul  interruptions,  and  to  guard  the  rights  lioth  of  peison  and  property  of  the 
citizens  fif  the  United  States,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary,  it  is  enjoined  on  me  not  to  encroach 
on  the  ri.ghts  of  others;  and  whatever  discussion  or  collision  I  may  have  with  any  foreign  power  in  rela- 
tion to  such  rights,  I  am  bound  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  moderation  and  forbearance  as  is  consistent 
with  the  honor  of  my  country,  and  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens. 

The  system  of  pirai-y,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  have  originated,  is  of  considerable  extent;  and 
from  the  population  of  the  Spanish  islands,  which  cannot  enforce  the  authority  of  the  government,  estab- 
lishments ha\e  been  made  by  parties  of  those  banditti  in  the  uidnhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry  their 
plunder,  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  government  of  any  island  will 
afford  any  protectiim  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently  be  believed 
that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power  for  their 

i'irates  are  considered  by  the  laws  ol'  nations  'the  (Uiemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the  duty  of  all 
nations  to  )iut  them  down — ami  mme  w  ho  nvspect  their  own  character  or  interest  will  refuse  to  do  it, 
much  less  aflVnd  them  an  asylum  and  protect i(ui. 

The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions  to  suppress  such  banditti,  has  the  greatest  merit.  In 
making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of  every  other  power,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  to 
the  enjoyment  inider  its  samtion  of  all  its  rights  in  pursuit  of  the  object.  In  the  case  of  belligerents, 
when  the  army  of  one  jiaity  enters  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power,  the  army  of  the  other  has  a  right  to 
follow  it  then-;  in  the  case  of  pirates,  tlie  right  of  the  armed  force  of  one  power  to  follow  them  into  the 
territory  of  aneither  is  more  complete. 

In  regard  to  pirates,  there  is  no  neutral  party;  they  being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  all 
nations  are  parties  against  them,  and  may  be  considered  as  allies.     The  object  and  intention  of  our 
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government  is  to  respect  the  feeling-s  as  well  as  the  rights  of  others,  both  in  substance  and  in  form,  in 
all  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  Should,  therefore,  the  crews  of 
any  vessel  seen  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy,  or  which  there  is  just  cause  to  suspect  of  being  of  that 
character,  retreat  into  the  ports,  harbors,  and  settled  parts  of  the  islands,  you  may  enter,  in  pursuit 
of  them,  such  ports,  harbors,  and  settled  parts  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local 
authorities  or  people,  as  the  case  maybe,  to  seize  and  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  previous  notice 
being  given  that  this  is  the  sole  object.  When  a  government  exists  and  is  felt,  the  local  authorities  must 
in  all  instances  be  respected,  and  every  act  must  be  in  aid  of  and  in  co-operation  with  them;  it  beino-the 
exclusive  purpose  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  piracy,  an  object  in  which  all 
nations  are  (M|iiallv  interested,  and  in  the  aceoinplishnient  of  which,  the  Spanish  authorities  and  people 
will,  it  is  pn'snni.'d,  eonlially  eo-,,|„.r;,t.-  wi(h  us. 

If,  in  the  iHusuil  ..1'  pirates  I'ihiikI  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat  into  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  islands  or 
foreign  territory,  liberty  is  given  to  pursue  them,  so  long  only  as  there  is  reasonable  prospect  of  being 
able  to  apprehend  them;  and  in  no  case  are  we  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  apprehend  any  one  after  having 
been  forbidden  so  to  do  by  competent  authority  of  the  local  government;  and  if  on  such  pursuit  any 
pirates  should  be  apprehended  on  land,  they  are  to  be  given  over  to  the  proper  authorities,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  law;  and  all  the  evidence  that  can  be  furnished,  is  to  be  given  in  proof  of  the  oifence 
alleged  against  them.  Should  the  local  authorities  refuse  to  receive  and  prosecute  such  persons,  so 
apprehended,  on  rea.sonable  evidence  being  furnished  them  of  their  guilt,  they  are  then  to  be  kept  safely 
and  securely  until  information  on  the  subject  can  be  communicated  to  me. 

Great  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  government  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to  our  commerce, 
by  privateers  fitted  out  from  Spruiisli  ports;  groat  discretion  is  required  in  giving  to  our  vessels  neces- 
sary protection  against  their  ag-acssieiis,  without  iiilVinging  on  the  rights  of  the  helliu-ereuts.  We  know 
not  how  far  they  have  lieen  authmi/.ed  and  insiiuete.l  to  intercept  our  trade  with  Mexico  and  the  Colom- 
bian republic;  but,  aeeordiug  to  \\n-  well  selthtl  ruhs  of  the  laws  of  nations,  the  United  States  will  not 
consider  any  portion  of  the  coast  upon  the  (Juirof  Mexico  as  legally  blockaded,  except  where  a  naval 
force  is  stationed  sullicient  to  carry  into  ellect  the  lihickading  order  or  decree;  and  our  government  does 
not  recognize  the  right  or  autliority  of  Spain  to  interdict  or  interrupt  our  commerce  with  any  portion  of 
the  coast  included  within  the  Colombian  republic  or  Mexican  government,  not  actually  blockaded  by  a 
competent  force. 

Hence,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  to  arrest  our  vessels,  employed  in  lawful  trade,  from  the 
fangs  of  the  numerous  privateers  which  have  lately  been  fitted  out  from  Porto  Rico,  and  to  "subdue, 
seize,  take  and  send  into  any  port"  these  depredators  on  our  commerce,  would  be  right  and  proper;  but, 
in  doing  this,  great  discretion  and  prudence  nmst  be  exercised,  and  the  fact  must  be  clearly  ascertained 
that  they  come  within  the  provisions  of  tiie  sicond  section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819. 

Bjr  recent  decisions  of  our  courts  and  ollicers,  competent  to  decide,  and  by  the  wording  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819,  it  wouhl  ap[)ear  that  piracy  may  be  committed  by  vessels  legally 
authorized  to  cruise  and  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  that  the  persons  alone  committing  the  act, 
are  responsible  for  the  same.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  Pancheta,  sent  in  by  the  Grampus,  some  of 
the  crew  of  which  were  imprisoned,  to  be  tried  for  piracy,  and  the  vessel  liberated  by  decision  of  the 
judge;  and  to  the  Ninf'a  Catalina,  sent  in  by  the  Spark  for  an  act  of  piracy  on  a  former  voyage.  The 
vessel  and  cargo,  immediately  on  her  arrival  in  the  United  States,  were  restored  to  the  owners,  part  of 
the  crew  liberated,  and  those  who  committed  the  act  only  confined  for  trial.  I  might  cite  other  cases  to 
justify  the  opinion  I  entertain  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  to  effect  the  object  of  our  expedition, 
with  the  least  possible  injury  to  those  not  implicated  in  the  crime — but  these  will  suffice. 

In  the  first  case  cited,  the  decision  of  the  judge  justifies  the  conduct  of  the  capturing  officer,  and  in 
the  other  case  the  law  would  seem  equally  to  authorize  her  being  "  subdued,  seized,  taken,"  &c.,  &c.  The 
language  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  law  above  cited,  is  as  follows:  "And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if 
any  person  whatsoever,  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  commit  the  crime  of  piracy,  as  defined  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  such  offenders  shall  afterwards  be  found  and  be  brought  into  the  United  States,  any  such 
offender  or  offenders,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
district  into  which  he  or  they  may  be  brought,  or  in  which  he  or  they  shall  be  found,  be  punished  with 
death." 

But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  the  attainment  of  justice,  that  the  innocent 
should  suffer  for  the  guilty.  If  the  ship  is  not  answerable  for  the  at-ts  of  the  crew,  there  can  be  no  neces- 
sity or  propriety  in  sending  in  the  ship  for  adjudication;  because  by  so  doing,  injury  is  brought  on  tlie 
owners,  the  innocent  party,  and  to  us  they  look  for  indemnity,  who  have  no  other  appeal  than  to  the 
liberality  of  our  country. 

But  piracy  must  be  pujiished,  and  we  are  bound  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819, 
to  "subdue,  seize,  and  take"  all  vessels  which  commit  it,  and  after  we  have  done  so,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  vessel  committing  the  act  is  a  legally  authorized  cruiser,  the  most  that  it  would  seem  proper  to  do 
on  the  occasion,  Avould  l>e,  to  take  from  on  board  her  the  persons  committing  the  act,  and  send  them  to 
the  UuitiMl  States  for  trial. 

For  the  same  ]u-iuciple  that  would  justify  their  capture  (ju  hind,  will  apply  with  e.iual  propriety  to 
their  sei/.ure  on  tioard  ships  on  tlie  ocean,  and  perhaps,  if  any  competent  autliority  should  be  near  at  hand, 
it  would  be  equally  proper  to  deliver  them  up  to  it,  with  proofs  of  their  guilt,  on  a  pledge  that  they  shall 
be  brought  to  trial;  but  on  a  refusal  to  give  such  pledge,  they  must  be  reported  to  me,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

The  next  subject  to  which  attention  is  to  bo  directed,  is  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  utmost  vigilance  shall  be  exerted,  in  order  that  this  inhimian  practice  may  be  put  down. 
By  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  it  is  made  unlawful  to  import,  or  b'-ing,  in  any  manner  whatsoever, 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  ihocof,  from  any  foreign  place,  any  person  of  color,  with  intent 
to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  pers<in  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service. 

By  this  act  it  is  also  made  unlawliil  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person,  to  build, 
equip,  load,  fit,  or  otherwise  prepare  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  transporting  any  such  slaves  to  any  port 
or  place  wliatcvei-;  anil  any  ship  or  vessel  em]:iloyed  in  such  importation  of  shives,  or  so  built  or'fitted 
out  or  prepared,  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeited. 
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And  by  the  act  of  third  March,  1819,  the  President  is  authnri/ed  to  eiiiiiloy  any  of  the  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  to  cruise  in  such  pL-ices  as  he  may  think  iiri.i.ci-,  wlicn.  lie  may  juilu'o  attempts  may 
be  made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  by  citizens  of  the  I'liitcd  Stales,  or  icsiilciits  tiicrrof,  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  same;  and  to  instruct  such  armed  vessels  to  seize,  take,  and 
bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law,  all  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  which  may  have  taken  on  board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  or  of  transporting,  or  may  have  transported  any  person  of  color,  in  vio- 
lation of  any  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  above  referred  to,  or  in  violation  of  any 
other  act  or  acts  prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves.  J'rom  the  generality  of  the  provisions  of  the  slave 
acts,  authority  is  given  to  take  and  bring  into  port  all  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  vmy  have  been 
in  anil  manner  cmidoyed  or  int(>nded  to  he  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  otiier  vessel  ivhich  may  be 
empU'nied  in  the  importation  of  ,^lairg  into  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  lirst  provision  applies  only  to  vessels  of  the  United  States;  the  second 
applies  to  vessels  of  every  nation.  The  rest  of  the  laws  go  to  explain  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the 
slaves  and  persons  taken  in  the  trade,  prescribe  the  punishment  to  the  offenders,  and  the  bounty  to  the 
captors. 

It  will  be  sufficient,  therefore,  that  the  capture  should  be  made  under  the  foregoing  circumstances, 
and  that  reference  should  be  had  to  me  for  instructions  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  vessels,  slaves,  and 
offenders,  and  to  the  laws  for  a  iinal  decision. 

There  is  one  thing  that  must  be  particularly  observed:  it  is  not  to  be  considered  in  these  general 
instructions  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  that  authority  is  given  at  any  place  out  of  the  waters 
of  the  United  States  to  search,  capture,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  to  interrupt  vessels  under  any  other 
than  the  American  flag. 

As  regards  the  recapture  of  vessels  which  may  be  found  in  the  hands  of  pirates,  and  not  belonging 
to  the  United  States:  although  there  are  no  laws  which  authorize  our  rescuing  them  from  the  fangs  of 
those  monsters;  ami,  although  the  President  has  given  no  positive  instructions  on  this  head;  still,  as 
humanity  obvionslv  calls  on  us  to  exercise  the  power,  having  the  means  in  our  hands,  (as  it  is  a  duty 
implied  by  instructions  subsequently  given  to  me,  by  the  measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
and  as  it  is  enjoined  on  me  by  the  government  to  harmonize  and  co-operate  with  the  forces  of  any  other 
power  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit  with  ourselves,  thereby  showing  a  common  interest,)  I  will  take  on 
myself  to  supply  the  omission,  as  it  certainly  is  one,  by  authorizing  the  act  whenever  it  may  become 
necessary. 

All  vessels  therefore,  of  any  nation  whatever,  found  in  the  possession  of  pirates,  maybe  taken  from 
them  as  though  they  belonged  to  the  United  States,  and  as  though  their  recapture  was  provided  for  by 
the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  by  the  most  positive  instructions  of  the  government. 

These  instructions,  although  swelled  to  an  unusual  length,  are  rendered  as  concise  as  the  subject 
would  admit  of,  to  enable  me  to  inform  you  fully  as  to  the  views  of  the  government. 

We  have  a  very  delicate  duty  to  perform;  and  with  full  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  those  I  have 
the  honor  to  conmiand,  I  hope  it  may  be  fulfilled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  our  country,  to  our  own 
honor,  and  to  the  honor  and  general  interest  of  the  navy. 

In  time  of  actual  warfare  betwe<'n  nations,  tliere  can  be  no  difficulty  in  discriminating  between  right 
and  wrong,  but  the  service  on  which  avc  are  en.u:aged  requires  the  exercise  of  our  soundest  judgment; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  of  diseiiniinatin.L;-  will  be  the  merit  of  doing  what  is  proper. 

The  eyes  of  the  world  are  on  us,  and  while  we  must  not  fail  in  energy,  we  must  not  want  in  circum- 
spection. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTEIJ. 

U.   S.  Ship  Peacock,  Fetirnary  20,  1823. 


[Circular.] 

I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  assure  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron 
I  have  the  honor  to  command,  of  the  consideration  in  which  their  services,  on  their  recent  expedition 
against  the  pirates  of  the  West  Indies  are  held,  and  the  high  sense  entertained  of  their  devotion  to  a  most 
arduous  and  dangerous  service,  wherein  a  vigor  has  been  displayed  which  has  effectually  arrested 
the  de|)re<lations  of  the  freebooters,  afforded  security  to  our  trade,  and  justly  entitles  them  to  the  unquali- 
lied  aiiproliation  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  thanks  of  their  country. 

(Signed)  I).  PORTER. 

Wasiii.n-gton,  Oetober  29,  1823. 


GF.NKRAI,    ORDERS    AND    INSTRITTIOXS    FROM    CO.MMODORK    PORTKR    TO    THE    snUAnROX    UNDER    HIS    C0M^^A^'n, 

General  order. 

The  duties  of  captain  to  thi'  squailion,  are  hereafter  to  be  performed  by  Master  Commandant  Finch, 
who  will  execute  all  the  duties  coinprised  in  the  "Regulations  and  instructions  for  commanders  of  squad- 
rons or  divisions  of  ships  of  the  United  States  navy,"  page  19  of  the  Rules,  ri\!:-ulations,  and  instructions, 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Navy  Connnissioneis  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congicss,  ]iassed  7th 
February,  1815,  entitled  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy  Department, 
by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commissioners. 

A  general  order  book  is  to  be  kept  by  the  captain  to  the  squadron,  into  which  all  orders  of  a  general 
character  are  to  be  copied,  and  from  which  copies  may  be  obtained  bv  every  officer  tinder  mv  conmiand. 
(Signed)  '  D.  PORTER. 

Washi.vgtox  City,  Kovember  3,  1823. 
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General  order. 

The  Hornet,  Grampus,  Spark,  and  Shark,  ikiw  at  Norfolk,  are  to  bo  ft-ot  ready  for  sea,  with  all  po.s- 
sible  dispatch,  and  are  to  rendezvous  in  the  [vioinity]  of  Cranev  Island,  where  I  shall  join  them  soiJii  with 
the  rest  of  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  s(|iiadron  in  the  Lniied  States.  It  is  h()ped  that  all  will  be 
ready  to  sail  on  the  15th  of  this  month. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTEl!. 

Washixgto.v  City,  December  1,  1823. 


Circular  iu  commanders  of  vessels  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Craneij  Island,  December  30,  1823. 
Sir:  No  ship  or  vessel,  under  my  command,  is  allowed  by  me  to  take  on  freight  any  treasure,  of  any 
description,  without  special  instructions  from  me;  which,  when  necessary  and  proper,  will  be  issued  iu 
conformity  with  those  I  have  received  on  the  subject  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  I).  PORTER. 


General  order. 


All  the  small  scliooners,  now  at  Matanzas  and  Havana,  and  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  are  to 
repair  to  this  place  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Thompson's  Island,  April  12,  1824. 


Circular  to  commanders. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform  me  that  it  is  his  wish  that 
I  should  not  attempt  to  break  any  blockade  sustained  by  force;  but,  when  I  am  prevented  from  entering 
a  blockaded  place,  to  immediately  make  report  thereof,  with  the  circumstances  attending  it,  to  the  Navy 
Department.  He  has  also  been  instructed  to  urge  upon  me  the  cultivation  of  the  best  personal  and 
national  feelings  in  my  intercourse  with  all  the  officers  of  other  nations,  with  whom  I  may  meet,  and  to 
enjoin  the  same  upon  those  under  my  command. 

With  these  wishes  and  injunctions  you  will  please  to  comply,  making,  if  necessaiy,  reports  to  me 
for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ■  D.  PORTER. 

Washington,  July  15,  1824. 


Circular. 

Washington,  August  IG,  1824. 
Sir:  Application  has  frequently  been  made  to  the  Navy  Department,  by  individuals,  to  give  convoy 
to  belligerent  ports;  and,  on  considering  the  subject,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  not  to  confine  our 
protection  to  particular  cases,  on  the  applications  of  individuals,  but  to  make  it  of  a  general  principle,, 
and  given  to  all  alike.  This  is  necessary  to  guard  against  any  infringement  of  the  rights  of  belligerents, 
as  regards  blockades  and  contraband  of  war;  the  first  of  which  is  in  no  case  to  be  violated,  and  the 
second  is  never  to  be  protected.  Upon  these  principles  our  public  ships  should  never  give  convoy  to  our 
merchant  vessels  to  the  ports  of  either  of  the  belligerents  without  a  perfect  knowledge  that  they  had 
no  contraband  articles  on  board,  nor  are  they  ever  to  be  protected  against  a  blockading  force  when 
warned  off. 

You  will,  therefore,  take  under  your  protection  such  vessels  as  may  offer  for  convoy  on  your  route, 
governing  yourself  by  the  foregoing  general  principles,  and  the  orders  and  instructions  heretofore 
given. 

Very  respectfully,  ycjur  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Commanders  of  the  Squadron. 


Extract  from  a  general  order,  dated — 

Norfolk,  November  8,  1823. 
All  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  squadron  under  my  command,  now  at  Norfolk,  are  to  be  removed  to 
AVashington,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  where  their  repairs,  equipments  and  supplies  are  to  be  com- 
pleted with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible. 

(Signed)  .  D.  PORTER. 
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SPECIAL    IXSTRUCTIOXS    TO    DIFFERENT    OFFICERS,   AND    THEIR    REPORTS. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  TJiomp.fon' a  Idand,  April  5,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  schooners  the  Fox  and  tlie  Jackal,  and  the  two  cutters  Gallinipper 
and  Musquito,  to  examine  the  coast  of  Cuba,  from  Havana  down  to  Cape  Antunio,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
which  place  I  expect  soon  to  join  you. 

You  will  please  to  gMveni  yourself  by  my  general  instructions,  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the 
pursuit  of  pirates. 

Wishing  j-ou  a  ]ili>as;uit  aii<l  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  witli  sincere  respect,  y(^ur  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  I).   PORTER. 

Captain  Stephen  Cassin. 


Captain  Caasin  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Pox,  off' the  Havana,  April  9,  1823. 

Silt:  Agreeably  td  yiuii-  orders  (if  the  .'■)th  instant,  I  proceeded  with  the  schooners  Fox  and  Jackal, 
and  the  barges  (iallinipper  aud  Mus([uito,  oil'  this  harbor,  and  dispatched  Lieut.  Commandant  Stephens, 
in  his  small  boat,  into  tlie  jiort.  On  his  approaching  the  Moro,  he  was  ordered  by  the  guard  to  return, 
as  his  boat  W(juld  not  be  permitted  to  enter;  but  that  his  schooner  might.  As  it  was  important  that  we 
should  communicate  with  the  consul,  I  ordered  the  Jackal  into  the  harbor  for  that  purpose.  She  was 
sufi'ered  to  pass;  and  returning  brought  an  urgent  request  from  Mr.  Warner,  and  the  entreaty  of  numer- 
ous merchants  and  ship-masters,  to  aft'ord  convoy  to  eight  or  ten  American  vessels,  then  ready  to  sail, 
tliev  liaving  been  waiting  a  convoy  a  considerable  time — such  was  the  alarm  created  by  piratical  depreda- 
tiiius,  niaiiy  aUorioiis  acts  liaving  been  committed  in  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  one  only  the 
evcniiii;-  iMt'oic  our  arrival,  by  the  noted  schooner  Pilot.  Captain  Stephens  also  informed  mo  that  this 
pirate  was  tlicu  supposed  to  be  in  Escondido,  or  Hidden  Harbor.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  thought 
myself  justilial)le  in  giving  convoy,  and  scut  Captain  Stephens  in  to  make  known  to  vessels  of  all  nations 
that  i  would  afford  them  protection  as  far  as  the  gulf,  auil  (iroceed  with  them  at  daylight  on  the  Ith. 

On  a  belief  of  finding  the  pirates,  I  dispatclied  Lieuteuant  Stribling  in  the  Gallinipper,  accompanied 
by  the  Musquito,  Lieutenant  Kelly,  of  the  Fox,  at  1  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to  Escondido.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  I  fidl  in  with  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle,  who  had  been  run  oft'  their  cruising  ground  in 
chase  of  the  pirates;  but  lost  sight  of  them  during  the  night.  As  it  would  not  be  detaining  those  vessels 
more  than  a  few  hours,  I  determined  to  keep  them  with  the  convoy  until  well  off  from  the  land,  and  run 
in  myself  with  the  Jackal  and  pick  up  the  barges.  At  6  o'clock  on  the  8th,  I  received  a  large  fleet  of 
vessels  of  several  nations,  who  claimed  our  protection,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  windward.  At  throe 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  discovered  the  barges  returning,  with  a  stranger  in  company,  which  proved 
(very  much  to  uiy  satisfaction )  to  be  the  noted  schooner  Pilot,  which  was  taken  by  our  barges,  after  a 
longruuning  liglit;  lor  the  |jaiticnlars  of  which,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Stribling. 

"  I  directed  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle  to  continue  with  the  convoy  until  morning;  the  Wild  Cat  then 
to  return  to  her  station,  and  Beagle  to  return  to  Matanzas  for  your  dispatches,  and  proceed  with  them  to 
Thompson's  Island.     I  called  in  the  Jackal  and  barges,  and  with  the  prize  stood  in  for  the  Moro. 

As  the  Pilot  will  be  of  considerable  importance  to  the  expedition,  I  shall  keep  her  with  me,  and 
have  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  this  evening  will  proceed  from  this  on  my  cruise. 

As  I  believed  it  would  have  a  good  effect,  I  sent  the  prize  into  Havana,  to  show  her,  and  to  get  a 
little  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  S.    CASSIX. 

Couunodore  D.  Porter. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Allenton,  April  10,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  ih'termincd  to  change   my  plan,  and  go  to  windward  with  the  Sea  Gull  and  barges. 
You  need  not,  therefore,  be  governed  by  my  movements.     I  shinild  wish  for  you,  if  your  provisions  will 
last,  to  g(j  as  far  as  Trinidada,  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  where  some  piracies  have  been  committed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Claptain  S.  Cassin,   U.  S.  Nary. 


Captain  Caasin  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Thompiton''s  Mand,  April  28,  1823. 
Sir:  I  had  the  jileasure  to  inform  you,  by  a  sloop  from  the  Havana,  bound  to  this  place,  on  the  10th 
iustant,  of  tlie  successful  beginning  of  my  cruise,  by  the  capture  of  the  piratical  schooner  Pilot.  After 
having  shown  the  Pilot  in  Havana,  aud  obtained  a  small  quantity  of  water,  I  proceeded  with  the  division 
to  Cayo  Blanco.  We  entered  within  the  reef,  and  proceeded  westward,  making  an  average  of  about 
twenty  miles  per  day,  leaving  no  bay,  inlet,  or  suspicious  place,  unexplored.  On  the  16th,  a  sloop  boat 
was  observed  standing  to  the  eastward.  The  Musquito  was  ordered  in  chase;  the  sloop  directly  altered 
her  course  for  the  land,  was  run  on  shore,  and  abandoned  by  her  crew,  who  escaped  into  the  bushes. 
She  was  found  to  have  arms  of  ditterent  descriptions,  shot,  and  other  articles  of  a  suspicious  nature, 
wliich  satisfied  me  of  her  jiiratical  cjuiracter;  and  I  took  possession,  witli  an  intention  to  destroy  her,  as 
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At  10  A.  M.,  on  tlie  same  day,  we  anchored  in  a  noted  harbor  for  pirates,  intending  to  examine  it 
thoroughly.  Our  anchor  was  scarcely  gone  before  a  felucca  was  discovered  standing  out  for  the  Galli- 
nipper,  who  was  ahead  sounding.  On  opening  our  vessels,  she  immediately  hauled  down  her  sails,  and 
pulled  around  the  point  of  an  island.  The  barges  were  ordered  in  chase,  accompanied  by  all  the  boats 
we  could  muster.  On  their  getting  to  where  the  felucca  had  disappeared,  several  houses  were  dis- 
covered, and  a  number  of  men  busily  employed  carrying  things  from  them,  and,  at  the  moment,  were 
supposed  to  lie  (isliermen.  It  was  some  time  before  the  felucca  was  di.scovered,  and,  when  found,  was 
dismantled  mid  cuvered  witli  Imshes,  hastily  thrown  over. 

^VIll■u  llic  [liiates  (which  they  proved  to  be,)  found  she  was  discovered,  they  fired  a  volley  of 
musketry  ul  our  Lioats,  which  fortunately  proved  harmless.  The  officers  and  crews  immediately  landed, 
and  pursued  them  through  the  bushes,  when  a  running  fight  of  more  than  half  a  mile  took  place,  the 
pirates  frequently  turning  for  a  moment  and  firing,  which  was  returned  occasionally,  but  without  effect, 
from  the  eagerness  with  wliich  they  were  pursued.  So  closely  were  they  pressed,  that  they  threw  off 
shoes,  clothes,  and  other  incumbrances;  but,  from  the  thickness  of  the  bushes,  and  knowledge  of  their 
path,  all  made  their  escape.  Their  establishment,  which  consisted  of  five  houses;  was  set  on  fire,  and 
the  felucca  brought  off.  She  is  a  fine  boat,  coppered,  pulls  sixteen  sweeps,  and  is,  in  every  respect, 
equal  to  any  of  our  barges.  She  appears  to  have  licen  rccfutly  fitted,  and  I  presume  was  on  the  eve  of 
making  her  first  cruise.  The  old  boat,  which  was  taken  in  the  morning  I  gave  to  a  fisherman  who  was 
serviceable  to  us  as  a  pilot,  she  being  an  incumlirance. 

On  the  nth  we  proceeded,  examining  all  places  very  minutely,  and  from  the  intricacy  of  the  naviga- 
tion, did  not  arrive  at  Cape  St.  Anthony  until  the  21st.  From  the  moment  we  passed  within  the  reef 
until  getting  to  the  cape,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  barges  ahead,  sounding.  The  vessels  were  all 
trimmed  by  the  head,  and  every  precaution  taken,  yet  we  frequently  grounded.  Many  places,  for  several 
miles,  we  found  only  seven  feet  water,  and  frequently  less  than  six,  when  we  were  obliged  to  run  out 
anchors,  and  heave  tlirough  the  nmd.  I  learned  on  the  passage,  from  the  fishermen,  that  the  English 
attempted  the  same,  but  succeeded  only  part  of  tlie  way.  I  also  found  the  British  sloop  Scout  cruising 
off  the  Cape,  from  the  commander  of  which  we  learned  they  had  numbers  cruising  in  that  quarter,  and 
on  the  south  side. 

The  passage  within  the  Colorados,  from  beginning  to  end,  I  found  extremely  intricate;  but  I  am 
much  gratified  by  knowing  we  are  the  first  who  accomplished  it.  We  suffered  much  for  water,  and  the 
small  quantity  we  were  enabled  to  obtain  was  such  as  I  apprehended  would  create  disease  amongst  us. 
And,  for  the  successful  termination  of  the  cruise,  I  tender  to  Lieutenants  Commandant  Stevens  and 
Vallette,  Lieutenant  Stribling,  and  their  officers,  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  S.  CASSIN. 

Commodore  D.wid  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies. 


U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUc}iton,  May  7,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  ship  Peacock  to  Havana,  and  there  complete  your 
provisions  for  three  months. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  and  about 
Tampico,  where  you  will  take  on  board  specie  on  the  usual  freight  to  be  transported  to  the  United  States; 
and  when  you  have  completed  your  cargo,  or  got  all  you  can,  you  will  leave  there,  touching  at  this  place 
for  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  I).  PORTER. 

Captain  S.  Cassin. 


Sea  Gull,  May  11,  1823. 
Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  you  will  please  to  correspond  with  Mr.  John  Mason,  who  is 
now  in  Mexico,  on  the  subject  of  the  transportation  of  specie,  and  act  understandingly  with  him;    moving 
between  La  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  as  circumstances  may  make  necessary,  and  touching  at  such  by  ports 
as  you  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  taking  on  board  money. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  ]K-ofitable  cruise, 

I  am,  with  respect  and  etjtcem,  your  obedient  servant. 


Capt.  S.  G^ 


D.  PORTER. 


Sea  Gull,  PoH  Bodgers,  August  20,  1823. 
Sir:  I  shall  leave  this  place  to-morrow  morning,  to  look  at  a  doubtful  establishment  on  the  continent, 
and  shall  be  al^sent  about  a  week,  and  leave  you  in  charge  of  the  establishment  hero. 

I  will  thank  you  to  give  every  aid  and  facility  in  the  linishing  the  boat  shed,  and  completing  the 
repairs  and  eciuiiiments  of  the  barges. 

I  have  left  all  the  carpenters  that  could  be  mustered.     If  you  have  any  that  can  be  spared  from  your 
ship,  or  any  tools,  such  as  are  wanting,  I  will  thank  you  to  supply  them,  as  I  am  very  anxious  to  have 
the  boats  ready  by  the  return  of  the  Fox  from  the  coast  of  Yucatan.     Should  the  John  Adams  arrive, 
you  v.'iU  call  on  her  commander  to  furnish  all  the  aid  in  his  power  in  effecting  these  objects. 
All  United  States  vessels  which  may  arrive  during  my  absence,  are  to  await  my  return. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(^iguetl)  P.  PORTER. 

Capt.  S.  Cassin-. 
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Port  Rodgers,  Thompson's  Mand,  September  12,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  ship  Peacock,  under  your  command,  to  cruise  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of  oiu'  commerce  and  the  transportation  of  specie.  You  will  be 
governed  in  these  respects  by  your  former  instructions.  You  will  touch  at  Cuba  for  such  supplies  as 
cannot  be  procured  here;  and  on  your  way  down  you  will  examine  the  coast  from  Cape  Catoche  to 
Campeachy. 

You  will  limit  your  stay  between  La  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  to  six  weeks,  and  on  your  return  to 
this  place,  not  finding  me  here,  you  will  proceed  to  Norfolk,  reporting  your  arrival  to  me  at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiu'  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Capt.  Stephen  Cassin,  U.  S.  Ship  Peacock. 


Port  Rodgers,  Tliompson's  Island,  September  13,  1823. 
Sir:  Instead  of  acting  agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday,  you  will  proceed,  accompanied  by 
the  John  Adams,  to  irain|ituii  Roads,  as  tlie  rapid  progress  of  the  mafignant  fever  in  the  squadron,  for 
which  we  have  not  siilliiiriit  liKMlical  aid,  requires  that  the  ships  should  [iniceed  where  it  can  be  obtained. 
On  your  passage,  kcc|i  coinpiiiiy  fur  mutual  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  ymir  uliedient  servant. 


Capt.  Stephes  Ca 


D.  PORTER. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Norfolk,  January  28,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  ship  Hornet  under  your  command,  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  cuiitiiiuing  along  the  course  in  the  usual  track  of  slave  trading  vessels,  in  pursuance  of  the  general 
cruising  instnictions,  and  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  and  capture  of 
piratical  vessels;  copies  of  the  laws  relative  thereto  you  have  enclosed. 

While  on  the  coast,  you  will  touch  at  the  American  settlement  of  free  colored  people — communicate 
with  the  agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society — ascertain  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony, 
giving  it  such  aid,  assistance,  and  protection,  as  it  may  stand  in  need  of,  and  be  in  your  power  to 
furnish. 

From  thence  you  will  proceed  towards  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  thence  in  the  route  usually  traversed 
by  vessels  with  slares,  which  is  mostly  north  of  the  Antilles  and  the  Keys  to  Cuba. 

You  will,  in  your  route,  touch  occasionally  at  some  of  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  to  obtain  news  of 
piratical  vessels.  You  will  proceed  to  Matanzas — till  your  water  and  repair  to  Thompson's  Island,  where 
you  will  receive  my  further  orders. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.  PORTER. 

Capt.  S.  C.vssix,  r.  -S:  Ship  Hornet. 


Se.v  Gnx,  Allcnton,  June  19,  1823. 
by  the  Jackal  of  the  arrival  <if  tiie  ILirnet  at  Havana,  I  have  to  require  you  to 
f  time  as  possible,  as  the  services  of  your  ship  are  much  wanted 


Sir:  Having 
proceed  to  this  place  with  as  little 
here. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  you  made  any  stay 
particularly  fortunate  if  your  crew  eseape  the  malignant 
in  the  store  ship,  and  by  wliieli  two  persons  who  eontract( 

You  will  bo  careful  in  keejiing  your  sliip  well  \-entil; 
into  the  hold,  or  your  men  to  be  nnneeessarily  exposed;    and, 
those  affected  from  the  well  part  of  the  eiiw. 

I  shall  feel  much  anxiety  until  the  pi-riod  arri\-es  wlien  all 
efforts  will  be  wanting  to  get  as  early  as  possilile  heyond  the  1 
Witli  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed) 

Commanding  L.  S.  Aaval  Forces  in  the  ^^  est  Indi 

Capt.  S.  Smith,  Ship  Hornet. 


it  Havana  at  this  season,  and  I  shall  deem  it 
■ver  which  has  already  been  brought  over  to  us 
I  it  in  Havana  have  died  on  the  island, 
ted  and  fumigated,  not  to  allow  water  to  be  let 
:ind,  sho\ild   disease   appear,  hasten   to  separate 


prehensions  should   ce; 
■ful  iniluence  of  the  cli 


id  hope  no 
if  the  port. 


I).  PORTER, 

(7  Gidf  of  Mcxii 


Island,  December  15,  1824. 

lie  time  of  vour  executing  the 


■nt  of  the  actual  employ- 


UxiTED  St.\tes  Ship  John  Adajis,   TJiomps( 

Sir:  You  will  jdease  send  me  a  report  of  your  proceedings,  i'n 
orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  up  to  the  time  you  receive  this,  wit  I 
ment  of  the  vessels  on  the  station. 

If  the  marines  which  were  ordered  to  come  out  in  the  vessel  Avilli  coal  liave  ariivt^d  at  Matanzas,  you 
will  send  them  over  in  the  Terrier,  whose  commander  has  been  ordered  by  mo  to  return,  after  touching  at 
Havana. 
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I  have  directed  the  commander  of  the  Porpoise  to  repair  here  witli  his  vessel;    you  will  continue  on 
the  service  you  are  now  engaged,  with  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  until  you  receive  lurther  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Capt.  Kennedy. 


Sea  Gri.!.,   Port  nudtjers,  July  31,   1823. 

Sin:  Y(ju  will  proceed  tn  Havana  with  the  United  States  slii])  Hornet  under  your  command,  and  there 
obtain  a  supply  of  provisions  ajid  water. 

You  will  be  careful  of  the  health  of  your  officers  and  men,  suffering  as  little  exposure  to  the  weather, 
and  communication  with  the  shore,  as  possible,  hiring  boats  and  crews  to  bring  off  your  provisions  and 
water,  and  laying  at  Havana  not  one  hour  longer  than  is  necessary  to  complete  the  object  of  your  visit 
there. 

H'you  should  find  there,  or  in  that  neighborhood,  the  schooner  Fox,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Ritchie, 
you  will  take  her  under  your  command,  and  proceed,  with  her  in  company,  to  a  piratical  establishment, 
said  to  exist  at  a  place  called  New  Malaga,  near  ('a]io  Catncho;  and  ascertain,  as  near  as  possible,  its 
state,  and  the  lorcc  ni'ccssary  to  subdue  it,  wliich  iiir..riiiati.iii  y.,ii  will  ,>.iiiiiinnicate  to  me  by  the  Fox,  to 
be  dispatched  with  i1  In  this  place.     It  is  said  that  a  lliitish  cxpcditiuii  has  g.me  against  it. 

You  will  ciKh'avor  tn  ascertain  how  fai-  they  have  made  ell'orts  to  put  it  down,  and  their  success. 

You  will  iViini  th<'n(c  innciri]  alon--  tlii'  coast,  touching  at  Campeachy  for  information  respecting  the 
aforesaid  jiiratical  cstalilishincni,  and  the  state  of  piracy  on  the  coast;  and  affording,  at  the  same  time, 
all  the  protection  in  your  power  to  our  conmicrce. 

From  ( 'anipeachy  you  will  proceed  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  that  neighborhood,  as  well  as  Campeachy, 
continue  to  ;^ive  protection  to  our  commerce;  and,  if  merchants  wish  you  to  give  convoy  to  their  specie  to 
the  United  States,  you  can  afford  it  at  the  usual  rate  of  freight. 

The  freight  allmveil  at  present  from  Havana  is  two  ami  a  half  per  cent.,  and  this  is  not  more  than 
sufficient  to  iiideiiiiiiry  those  concerned  in  the  risk,  responsibility,  and  trouble  of  the  transportation.  I 
leave  it,  however,  to  yourself  to  make  the  best  arrangement  you  can  with  the  merchants,  assuring  them 
of  prompt  delivery,  and  that  they  may  calculate  on  a  certainty  of  the  means  of  transportation  being  con- 
stantly atllirded  them. 

You  will  write  to  me  by  every  opportunity. from  La  Vera  Cruz,  directing  j'our  letter  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Castillo,  Black  &  Co.;  and,  should  you  not  meet  the  Fox,  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
informing  me  by  some  other  conveyance,  of  the  result  of  your  observations  at  New  Malaga. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  a  stay  on  the  coast  of  one  month  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  make  up 
a  freight.  Should  you  find  it  necessary,  however,  you  can  remain  there  six  weeks,  when  you  will  return 
to  this  place  for  further  orders. 

Spare  no  pains  whatever  in  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  health  of  those  under  your  command,  allow- 
ing of  as  little  exposure  to  the  sun  as  possible,  and  at  night. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Capt.  S.  S.MITH,  Ship  Hornet. 


M.4TAXZAS,  3Iay  2,  1824. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana  with  the  United  States  ship  John  Adams — there  fill  y(jur  water,  and 
proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  touching  at  Campeachy,  Alvarado,  La  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tainpico,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  transportation  of 
their  specie.  At  one  of  these  places  you  will  find  the  United  States  seliooner  Jackal,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandant John  H.  Lee,  whom  you  will  instruct  to  aid  you  in  the  duties  assigned  you,  and,  when  his  ser- 
vices are  no  longer  necessary  to  you,  you  will  direct  him  to  take  in  the  specie  of  our  citizens,  to  New 
Orleans,  Havana,  or  any  part  of  tiie  United  States,  as  may  be,  in  your  opinion,  most  advantageous  to  our 
commercial  interests.  Should  lie  go  to  New  Orleans  or  Havana,  he  is  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Thomp- 
son's Island,  and,  should  he  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  he  is  to  touch  there  for  orders  from  me;  he  is  to 
be  governed,  in  all  cases,  by  the  rules  prescribed  to  you  in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  specie,  and  his 
intercourse  with  foreign  officers. 

When  you  have  completed  your  freight,  which  I  presume  may  be  done  in  one  month  or  less,  you  will 
touch  at  Havana  and  this  place  for  further  (uders. 

I  have  read  to  you  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  treasures. 

I  have  no  apprehensions  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given — it  is  therefore  needless  to 
make  any  further  communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however,  that  none  of  the 
vessels  of  war  under  my  command  must,  on  any  account  whatever,  and  under  any  inducement,  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You  can  carry  the  treasures  of  our  citizens  from  one  port  or 
place  to  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to  the  United  States;  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  public  advertise- 
ments must  appear;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you  may  visit,  make 
frank  acknowdedgments  of  the  motives  that  brought  ymi  thi-re.  Let  all  transactions  in  this  respect  be 
open,  and  not  liable  to  misapprehensions.  Nothing  "whatever  in  the  shape  of  clandestine  shipments 
must  be  countenanced. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.  PORTER. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Dallas,  U.  S.  Shij)  John  Adams. 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  (off  ilatanzas,)  July  16,  1824. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moinont  received  your  orders  for  New  York;  all  the  money  on  board, 
amounting  to  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  dollars,  is  for  Philadelphia,  and  as  I  have  signed  bills  of  lading 
to  that  port,  I  am  confident  you  will  not  think  I  do  anything  improper  when  I  go  there. 

Should  you  direct  that  1  proceed  from  thence  to  New  York,  the  ship  will  be  ready  the  moment  after 
the  delivery  of  the  money. 

Very  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Com.  Daviii  Porter,  commanding  Wed  India  Squadron,  d-c,  (tc,  d-c. 


Washington,  August  11,  1824. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  United  States  ship  John  Adams  shall  be  ready  for  sea  in  every  respect,  you  will 
proceed  to  the  West  Indies  to  give  protection  and  convoy  to  our  commerce,  governing  yourself  in  every 
respect  by  the  general  cruising  instruction  and  the  orders  heretofore  given. 

You  will  iiiake  tlic  island  as  far  to  windward  as  St.  Barts,  touching  at  that  place  and  St.  Thomas,  and 
examining  ull  susiiieinus  places  to  the  south  coast  of  Cuba.  You  will  there  touch  at  St.  Jago  and  Trinidad, 
and  proceed  IVdiii  llicnce  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  you  will  cruise  until  a  renewal  of  your  supplies 
shall  make  your  return  necessary,  when  you  will  touch  at  Havana  and  Thompson's  Island,  to  receive  them 
and  further  orders. 

Should  you  consider  supplies  necessary  before  going  to  the  gulf,  you  can  touch  at  Thompson's  Island 
for  them. 

Should  transpoi'tation  of  specie  offer,  you  can  tukc  it  on  Imard  under  the  restrictions  laid  down. 

The  difficulties  which  have  recently  occurred  at  Tauipieo  with  Ihe  cummandaut  at  that  place,  will 
make  your  occasional  presence  there  indispensably  necessary.  Govern  yourself  in  your  intercourse  with 
him  with  the  utmost  caution  and  })rudence,  avoiding,  if  possible,  everything  which  may  be  likely  to 
produce  bad  feelings. 

You  will,  by  every  safe  conveyance,  make  reports  to  me  at  Thompson's  Island,  of  your  proceedings. 
AVisiiini;-  you  a  pleasant  cruise,  I  am  your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)"  D.  PORTER. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Dallas. 


Washington,    October  2,   1824. 
Sir:  Having  received  orders  fnmi  the  honorahle  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  proceed  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible to  Thompson's  Island,  in  your  ship,  you  will  drop  down  to  New  Castle,  ready  to  receive  me  on  board, 
and  be  prepared  to  sail  on  the  shortest  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  DAVID  PORTER. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Dallas. 


Tiio5ipson's  Island,  April  12,   1824. 
Sir:  With  the  steam  i^-alliot  Sea  Gull  and  four  barges,  you  will  proceed  to  give  a  thorough  examina- 
tion to  the  coast  inside  the  isalMlla  ami  Coloiado  reef,  in  search  of  pirates. 

With  three  of  the  Imiucs,  yon  will  enter  the  passage  at  the  east  end,  near  Cayo  Blanco,  progessing 
-westward,  and  you  will  send  the  Sea  Gull  and  one  of  the  barges  to  enter  near  Cape  Antonio,  to  progress 
to  the  eastward.  I  shall  order  the  Grayhound  to  proceed  to  Cape  Antonio  with  a  supply  of  provisions, 
there  to  await  your  arrival,  and  to  receive  your  further  instructions. 

After  you  have  executed  these  instructions,  you  will  return  to  this  place,  and  make  to  me  a  report  of 
your  proceedings. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Captain  Jesse  Wilkinson. 


Copij  of  a  letter  frovi  Cajitain  J.  Wilkinson  to  Comviodorc  David  Pmiir,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United 
Slates  naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  lite  coast  of  Africa,  communicated  to  the 
Secret anj  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  April  21,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  to  you  m_y  return  with  the  steam  galliot  Sea  Gull,  and  four  barges; 
having  given  a  thorough  examination  of  the  coast  of  Cuba,  inside  the  Isabella  and  Colorados,  keeping  in 
search  of  pirates,  agreeably  to  your  orders  of  the  12th  inst. 

The  Sea  (iull  and  one  liarge  entered  at  Cape  Antonio,  and  progressed  eastward,  and  with  three 
barges  I  commenced  at  the  river  Ortigosa,  and  iimgressed  westward,  examining  minutely  every  part  of 
the  coast  until  I  met  the  Sea  Gull  with  the  whole  oi'  tiie  forces. 
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I  then  ])n>cee(led  to  the  spot  designated  by  you  for  tlio  aiicIi.>ia<:;o  of  the  Grayhound,  where  I  arrived 
on  the  '20tli  instant,  took  in  a  supply  of  water  and  provisimis,  ami  sailed  the  same  evening  for  Thompson's 
Island,  with  the  Grayhound  and  Fox  in  company.     I  dispahhi'd   the  Grayhound  for  Havana.     It  being 
calm  at  1  o'clock  yesterday  ni<iiniii--,  niailc  signal  lor  the  Sea  Gull  to  take  the  barges  in  tow,  and  also  • 
for  the  Fox  t..  make  the  hcst  of  Imt  way  to  'I'h, ,i„|,son's  Island. 

I  ascertained,  tVoni  several  coiiciinciii  slateiiionis,  that  the  celebrated  pirate  Diableto  sailed  from 
Cape  Antonio  about  ten  days  previous  to  our  arrival  there,  his  destination  unknown,  but  supposed  to  be 
for  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  from  the  course  he  steered  oft",  to  increase  liis  armament,  having  at  that  time  but 
eight  men,  and  nothing  but  small  arms.  The  schooner  he  commanded  he  had  captured  but  a  short  time 
before  on  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   WILKINSON. 
Com.  D.wiD  Porter,  Commander-in-Chief  of  tJie  U.  S.  Naval  Forces 

in  lite  Wed  Indies,  Gulf  of  3Iexico,  and  on  the  Coast  of  Africa. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  March  11,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  south  side  of  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba  to  Thompson's  Island,  with  the 
ships  under  your  command,  accompanied  by  the  United  States  schooner  Jackal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  Kearney. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Allenton,  April  11,  1823. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  provisions  of  the  Grayhound  and  Weasel  can  be  taken  on  board,  you  w*dl  j^roceed 
with  them  to  Havana,  and  --ive  coiiyoy  (.vory'Satiiiday  iiiorniii-,  as  far  as  thr  DouMi'  Headed  Shot  Keys. 

A  convoy  sails  with  the  Wild  Cai  ami  i'.<'a,ul<>,  .very  Sun. lay  morniii-,  IVom  Matauzas,  and  you  will 
join  them.  You  will  have  iVciiueut  opporl unit ics  of  ronimuiiicatiii-- with  Lieut.  Com.  Skinner,  and  obtain- 
ing information  of  allairs  to  the  windward  of  Matauzas,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Keys,  about  Point 
Yeacos,  and  which  you  will  direct  him  to  examine  if  practicable.  Every  week  you  will  do  the  same  with 
the  coast  between  Matanzas  and  Havana,  (on  your  return  from  convoy,)  where  there  are  several  places 
that  have  been  much  the  resort  of  pirates,  particularly  Rays  Escoudido  and  Jaruca. 

If  at  any  time  you  feel  disposed  to  chan-c  stations  with  l.irut.  Com.  Skinner,  you  can  do  so,  direct- 
ing him  to  perform,  with  two  of  the  vessels,  iUr  dutios  assiguoil  to  you. 

I  would  recommend  your  going  as  little  into  Ilaxaua  as  |jossilile,  on  account  of  the  health  of  yourself 
and  your  officers  and  crew.  Some  of  the  small  bays  will  no  doubt  sujiply  you  with  water  and  "^shelter, 
while  you  are  not  cruising. 

It  will  soon  become  necessary  to  careen  the  vessels,  and  gi't  them  in  order.  This  can  be  done  either 
at  Matanzas  or  here,  and  proliaMy  at  prcsmt  more  coin-.Miioutly  at  Matan/.as.  Yon  will  please  therefore 
supply  yourself  with  the  requisitr  stores,  and  take  t'avoralile  o|.|)ortuuities  of  careening  them,  one  at  a 
time,  so  that  you  may  always  he  in  readiness  for  the  perfonnance  of  any  service  that  may  be  required  of 
you.  You  will  consider  vours.'lf  eliaiuiMl  willi  the  protection  of  our  commerce  to  windward  of  Havana, 
while  I  shall  use  other  m'eaus  of  protect  in,--  it  to  leeward. 

The  vessels  must  couie  here  for  provisions,  and  must  always  come  with  their  water  filled;  but  should 
any  small  supplies  he  re(|uired,  you  can  obtain  them  from  Mr.  Warner,  the  American  consul  at  Havana, 
or  Mr.  F.  Adams,  an  American  merchant  at  Matanzas.  You  will  observe,  however,  the  utmost  economy 
in  everything.  Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  for  you  to  leave  your  station,  you  will  apprise  the  mer- 
chants, in  order  that  they  may  make  arrangements  accordingly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  Kearney,  V.  S.  Schooner  Grayhound. 


Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  April  It),  1823. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  having  sent  here  the  Weasel,  and  of  j'our  intentions  of  coming  here 
yourself,  I  have  sent  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle  to  take  your  place  oft"  Havana. 
I  should  wish  to  see  you  before  my  departure. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  Kearney. 


[Extract.] 

U.  S,   Galliot  Sea  GuLt,,  Allenton,  May  19,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  give  convoy  every  Sunday  from  Havana,  examining  the  coast  occasionally 
to  the  east  and  west  of  that  port. 

(Signed)  p.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  S,   Kearnev. 
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Sea  Gull,  June  Z,  1823. 

Sir:  Tlie  cnclosetl  is  the  copj^  of  a  communication  respecting-  a  pirate  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba, 
which  you  will  proceed  in  pursuit  of. 

You  will  consider  yourself  authorized,  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  make  necessary,  to  go  around 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  to  run  over  the  Cape  Catoche,  to  touch  at  Jamaica,  to  extend  your  cruise  as  far  as 
the  Mississippi,  and  run  down  to  Galveston;  and  as  the  object  is  not  to  restrain  your  i)eiMiiit  by  confining- 
yoiu-  liuiits,  you  can,  if  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  meeting  with  pirates,  <'xtrii(l  your  restMiehes 
to  such  distance  as  may  enable  you  to  return  to  this  place  by  tlie  time  your  provisions  may  l>e  expended. 

8h(mld  the  Jackal  arrive  this  evening,  she  will  proljably  join  your  command;  or  if  you  should  sail 
before  her  arrival,  it  is  likely  I  shall  order  her  to  join  you  olf  the  south  end  of  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

If,  in  the  course  of  your  cruise,  you  should  find  persons  disposed  to  send  money  to  the  United  States, 
you  can  take  it  on  board  on  such  freight  as  may  be  agreed  on  lielween  you;  and  if  tlie  destination  should 
be  New  Orleans,  you  can  proceed  with  it  direct;  Imt  if  to  the  Atlantic  States,  you  will,  alter  receiving 
it  on  board,  touch  here  for  further  orders. 

The  pursuit  of  pirates,  is,  however,  the  primary  oljject,  and  everything  else  is  to  yield  to  it. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise,   yiuir  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  '  I).  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Connnanding  L.  Kearnkv. 


U.  S.  Store  Ship  Decoy,  T]inmp>^on's  Maud,  April  11,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  events  of  my  cruise  from  AguudiUa  to  this  place,  accom- 
panied by  the  U.  S.  seli ■!■  .laek.il,  vi/.: 

On  leaving  Aguadilla,  .m  the  l-2tli  ultimo,  we  proceede.I  ojf  Cumberland  harbor,  on  the  south  side  of 
Cuba,  and  from  thence  along  shore  to  the  westward,  looking  into  St.  Jago,  and  all  ports  and  places 
between  that  and  the  west  end  of  the  island  (Cape  Antonio),  without  falling  in  with  any  piratical  or 
other  vessels  liable  to  seizure,  or  hearing-  of  any  piratical  acts  having  been  recently  committed  along 
that  coast. 

On  the  23d  ultimo  we  communicated  witli  the  British  slo.ip-ol-war  Scout,  then  lying  at  aiiehor  under 
the  Isle  of  Pines,  and  were  informed  that  she  luid  tenders  then  cruising  among  the  Keys  and  bays  in  that 
quarter,  but  had  heard  of  no  pirates. 

On  the  24th,  fell  in  with  the  British  armed  cutter  Grecian,  of  ten  guns,  off  Cape  Gorientes;  was 
informed  that  a  day  previous  she  had  destroyed  a  piratical  vessel  in  St.  Philip's  Bay,  the  vessel  burnt, 
and  nearly  all  the  "men  killed  or  drowned;  said  to  have  been  the  only  piratical  vessel  heard  of  in  that 
quarter. 

Same  day,  oil'  Cajn'  Antonio,  fell  in  with  II.  M.  ship  Tamer,  and  two  armed  schooners,  tenders,  who 
confirmed  the  repoit  of  the  (Ireeian. 

On  the  2.'>th.  proceeded  in  thi^  .Tackal  back  to  Cape  Antonio,  within  the  reefs,  without  discovering 
any  vessels  or  lioals  of  any  desi'riptiou,  except  one  or  two  canoes  at  an  establishment  at  the  Capo,  where 
there  were  also  some  huts  and  Spaiuards.  The  English  boats  had  visited  there,  and  some  of  their  oflBcers 
being  on  shore,  we  did  not  examine  that  place  so  particularly. 

From  Cape  Antonio  we  proceeded  along  the  outside  of  the  Colorados,  and  close  in  with  the  reefs  and 
coast,  upas  far  as  Havana;  saw  H.  M.  shiji  Hyperion,  off  Cape  Antonio,  and  afterwards  off  the  Bay  of 
Honda,  cruising  also  for  ])irates. 

Under  an  iiii|iression  that  nothing  i-emained  to  be  dcjiie,  we  iirocceded  to  Thompson's  Island,  giving 
convoy  to  several   merchant  vessels  out  of  Havana. 

I  am,  verv  respectfullv,   vour  obedien'  servant, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNEY. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  Kearney  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Gr.«'houni1,  Thompson's  Island,  Aur/H.'<t  10,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  r(>])ort  of  the 
cruise  ol'  this  vessel,  commi-nced  mider  circunislances  nl'  a  vexatious  nature,  as  the  repoil  will  show,  but 
terminating  in  a  manner,  I  trust,  somewhat  salislactory  to  you,  although  the  jirincipal  ohjeet  pointed  out 
in  your  letter  (respecting  the  pirates  at  lii<'  Ish'  of  I'iues)  has  not  met  that  success  you  may  have  antici- 
pated; but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  infoi  lu  you  that,  although  1  have  not  been  so  fortunate  myself,  it 
has  been  the  fortune  of  others  |o  apprehend  tlios<'  very  \illaius  who  committed  the  outrage  upon  the 
American  vessels  Reuben  and  Eliza,  and  -Mechanic,  as  mentioned  in  your  orders.  They  are  now  in  prison, 
at  Trinidad  de  Cuba.  Having  had  a  communication  with  the  governor  of  that  place  on  the  subject,  I 
suhiiiil  heiewith  my  letter,  with  his  answer  (to,getlier  with  some  publications  to  be  seen  in  Spanish  newa- 
]ia|iers),  lor   voin-  information.     Although  I  was  not  successful  in  getting  the  pirates  into  my  yiossession, 

liy  the   appli('alioii    made   through  the  enclosed    letter,  an. I    which  ind l'   I    did    not   <>X]M'ct, 'yet   you  will 

li'erceive  it  lias  drawn  an  ollicial  acknowledgment  of  these  pirates  lieing  in  possession  of  lla' authorities; 
makin.g   it  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  it    iieconii'S  luore  olili-ati  uy  to  pursue  their  )U-iisecution  to  a  just 

his  attentions  demand,  lie  tc'iidcn'd  lis  eveiy  civility  anil  aid  in  his  i)ower  in  the  |irosecution  of  our 
duties;  olVering  to  procure  us  a  pilot,  and,  altogethei,  evincing  a  disposition  of  frieiidly  co-operation, 
seldom  met  with  on  the  Island  of  Culia. 

For  your  better  informal 
of  events,  in  a  more  circnnst 

On  the  20th  ult.,  cruisiii; 
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bearing  S.  E.  about  four  leagues,  brought  to  and  examined  a  small  armed  scliooner,  of  about  thirtj'-five 
tons,  having  three  prizes  in  eompany.  She  proved  to  be  a  Colombian,  duly  commissioned,  commanded  by 
a  Frenchman,  and  manned  by  Frenchmen,  and  some  others,  apparently  natives  of  the  country  where  she 
belonged,  iler  commission  was  dated  at  Carthagcna,  last  December.  Her  prizes  were  examined  by 
Captain  Newton,  and  found  to  be  Spanish  droggers,  except  one,  a  large  canoe,  calculated  to  carry  about 
twenty  men,  which  boat  had  b<!en  taken  on  sliore,  near  the  cape,  where  she  liad  been  abandoned  by  a 
party  they  supposed  to  ho  pirates,  on  being-  chased  l\v  said  schooner. 

On  the  rullinviiij,-  (lay,  we  stood  in,  wilh  Uic  Ucagle  in  company,  and  anchored  under  the  cape. 
Captain  Newton  and  uiysclf,  as  well  for  recrcaliuii  as  to  examine  the  cape,  landed  with  a  small  boat-  but 
finding  the  walking  bad,  we  again  embarked,  and  proceeded  along  shore  in  search  of  some  settlement. 
Soon  after  getting  out  of  site  of  our  schooners,  (by  doubling  around  the  capo,)  a  sudden  and  quick  fire 
was  opened  upon  us,  from  among  a  thicket  of  mangrove  bushes  and  rocks,  with  which  the  cape  is 
bordered. 

The  party  was  armed  with  muskets  and  blunderbusses,  which  were  fired  around  us,  alternately, 
without  effect;  at  the  same  time  a  firing  upon  us  was  opened  from  another  quarter,  from  guns  mounted 
on  a  high  point  of  rocks  a  short  distance  ahead.  Thus  situated,  with  a  cross  fire  upon  us,  enabled  only 
occasionally  to  return  the  fire  of  the  party  in  ambush,  as  some  of  them  would  dodge  from  bush  to  bush, 
or  rock  to  rock;  having  for  our  arms  but  a  fowling  piece  and  one  or  two  muskets,  we  were  induced  to 
return  to  our  vessels,  which  we  did.     It  being  late,  we  waited  till  next  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Captain  Newton  and  myself  again  set  off,  hoisting  our  colors  upon  the 
boat;  as  it  was  a  fair  presumption  that,  in  consequence  of  a  Colombian  vessel  being  on  the  coast,  some 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  people  on  shore  might  have  been  made  in  regard  to  our  character.  But  that 
proved  to  lie  groundless:  for,  having  reached  within  the  distance  of  their  guns,  they  opened  upon  us  with 
more  apparent  spirit  and  determination  than  before,  from  a  position  inaccessible,  apparently,  in  the  rear, 
from  tli<'  tliicki'ts  of  bushes  and  briars;  and  the  same  in  front,  from  a  precipice  of  rugged  rocks;  and,  so 
commanding,  altogether,  that,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  lives,  I  directed  both  vessels  to  be  warped  round  the 
cape,  along  an  extensive  reef,  which  almost  encircles  it,  affording  a  smooth  and  shallow  harbor.  We  did 
not  succeed  in  getting  within  gun  shot  of  the  establishment,  until  we  had  reached  five  and  six  feet  water, 
when  we  anchored. 

Lieutenant  Farragut,  with  the  marines  and  some  seamen,  was  ordered  on  sliore,  to  endeavor  to  gain 
a  position  in  their  rear,  to  attack  them,  or  cut  ofi'  their  retreat  before  the  schooner  moored,  or  their  landing 
could  be  discovered  by  tlir  jiiratcs — as  we  had  deemed  the  party  we  were  about  to  attack.  The  ofiBcers 
of  both  schooners  volnntciiod,  and  accompanied  the  party  on  shore,  one  being  only  reserved  in  each 
schooner,  and  a  sufficieiny  of  mm  for  the  guns,  hoping  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  pirates  from  Mr. 
Farragut's  party.  Several  shot  were  fired  from  the  schooners,  which  drove  the  pirates  into  places  of 
security  behind  the  jutting  rocks,  where  they  seemed  to  be  in  considerable  force;  the  shot  being  seen  to 
strike  among  the  rocks  behind  which  they  sat;  and  not  until  the  boats  were  dispatched  to  land  in  front, 
and  Lieutenant  F.'s  party  was  close  upon  them,  did  they  abandon  the  advantageous  position  they  occu- 
pied. They  were  pursued,  but  with  so  decided  a  disadvantage  to  the  pursuers,  from  their  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  passes,  that  none,  unfortunately,  were  taken,  except  two  old  and  decrepid  beings,  whose 
age  and  infirmities  placed  them  beyond  the  merited  chastisement  their  more  active  comrades,  had  they 
fallen  into  our  power,  would  have  received. 

A  four-pounder,  two  swivels  mounted  on  the  heights,  and  some  indifferent  articles  of  small  arms, 
were  found;  thej',  however,  escaped  with  their  muskets  and  blunderbusses,  or  else  hid  them  in  some  of 
the  numerous  deep  and  intricate  caverns  to  be  found  on  the  cape:  in  one  of  which,  various  articles  of 
plunder  were  stowed,  but  of  no  value;  however,  enough  to  show  the  character  of  the  wretches  who  infest 
that  place;  human  bones  were  found  in  the  cave.  We  found  eight  boats,  but  not  of  a  largo  size;  their 
principal  one  was,  no  doubt,  the  one  taken  by  the  Colombian  cruiser,  as  before  stated;  and  those  men 
armed  with  muskets  and  blunderbusses  were,  no  doubt,  of  her  crew. 

From  information  derived  from  the  prisoners,  we  learn  that  the  captain  of  the  gang  was  in  prison  in 
the  interior  of  the  island,  for  having  burnt  an  English  vessel  off  that  cape.  As  a  singular  instance  of 
the  growing  propensity  of  the  present  age  for  piracy,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  even  a  imman  and 
children  were  of  this  gang,  belonging  to  the  captain  of  them — a  second  "  Helen  M'Gregor,"  and  the  old 
men,  too,  who  can  do  nothing  else,  light  up  the  signal  fire,  which  was  done  in  the  present  instance,  on 
our  appearing  on  the  coast. 

In  another  case,  a  captain  of  a  vessel  informed  me  that  he  had  been  plundered  by  a  gang  of  pirates, 
who  took  him  by  surprise,  under  the  following  stratagem,  viz: 

An  old  man,  (his  bald  head  and  hoary  locks  exposed  to  view)  and  a  little  boy  to  steer  the  boat, 
pulled,  or  sailed  alongside  of  his  vessel;  when  it  was  too  late,  discovered  that  "a  strong  partj'  lay 
concealed  in  the  iM.ttom  of  the  boat,  to  whom  he  had  to  surrender. 

Till'  female  just  mentioned  was  removed  to  some  place  of  safety  before  the  attack  was  made,  (said 
to  be  the  wife  (jf  the  captain.) 

Finding  our  pursuit  of  the  pirates  promised  no  success,  I  considered  it  unimportant  to  remain  longer 
at  the  cape,  having  destroyed  their  means  of  doing  further  mischief  for  a  time;  and  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  state  of  our  officers  and  men,  worn  down  by  fatigue  from  a  long  pursuit  over  one  of  the 
roughest  countries  I  have  ever  seen,  their  clothes  nearly  torn  off,  from  bushes  of  impenetrable  thickness, 
and  their  shoes  cut  off  their  feet  by  sharp  pointed  rocks  over  which  they  passed,  I  abandoned  the 
place,  bringing  oft'  the  arms,  &c.,  of  any  consequence,  and  setting  fire  to  everything  else  that  would 
burn. 

One  large  and  well  tliatclied  house,  and  three  smaller  ones,  were  consumed,  and  a  ipiantitv  of  fishing 
nets;  and  their  furniture,  wiiicli  1  liave  always  observed  to  be  a  part  of  the  outlits  of  a  piratical  estab- 
lishment; they  are  merely  used  for  their  immediate  wants,  in  ]irocuring  sustenance,  when  their  real  pro- 
fession proves  unfruitful  and  obliges  them  to  it. 

I  have  written  you  a  very  long  and  full  accomit  of  this  atVair,  in  order  that  you  may  be  possessed  of 
every  information  in  my  power  to  give,  in  the  event  of  a  question  arising  as  to  the  propriety  of  landiu"- 
and  burning  property  on  a  foreign  shore;  and  should  this  case  be  noticed  by  the  supporters  of  "terri- 
torial jurisdiction,"  (over  uninhabited  parts  of  Cuba,  iiot(n-ious  only  for  murder  and  piracy,)  it  will  be 
seen  that  your  officers  and  men's  lives  have  been  jeopardized,  and  the  flag  of  our  countrv  niade  a  target 
for  the  lawless  villians  to  fire  at,  at  their  pleasure,  and  which  will  continue  so  to  be,  if  "anv  restrictions 
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should  be  put  upou  our  landing  in  similar  places,  where  no  authority  exists  than  the  will  of  the  marau- 
ders themselves  who  inhabit  those  places. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  releasing  the  two  prisoners,  as  there  was  no  proof  to  establish  them  pirates; 
and  I  furnished  them  a  boat,  with  an  express  niiiiliticn  thiit  Ihcy  sh.mM  iifver  iippcar  ■.vj:;un  at  the  cape, 
and  that  I  should  take  and  treat  as  pirates  any  persons  luim.l  iIkmv  licnMll.T,  imi  lurnislMMl  with  a  special 
license  from  the  present  Captain  General  ul'  t'ulia,  settin--  fortli  ilicir  cliara.-trr  ami  uecupation. 

This  was  taking  upon  myself,  perhaps,  too  much;  but  it  is  now  submitted  to  you  wlietiier  such  a  mea- 
sure would  not  be  proper,  not  only  in  regard  to  that  place,  but  all  others  of  a  like  position. 

That  there  is  a  chain  of  intercourse  with  fishermen  who  live  in  such  places,  and  pirates,  I  Iiuve  no 
doubt;  and  it  must  be  obvious  from  several  cases  of  late. 

As  regards  those  at  the  Isle  of  Pines,  they  affect  to  know  nothing  of  the  robbery  of  the  vessels 
your  order  mentions  to  me  as  having  taken  place  there,  although  the  very  articles  of  the  cargoes  of  those 
vessels  I  saw  in  their  house. 

At  Cape  Antonio,  two  years  since,  I  found  fishermen's  huts  filled  with  piratical  goods,  papers  and 
letters,  robbed  from  different  vessels,  strewed  about  their  floors. 

That  fishermen,  as  well  as  pirates,  should  be  moved  from  all  the  capes,  or  rather  uninhabited  parts 
of  Cuba,  where  the  proper  authorities  can  have  no  control,  I  think  necessary,  and  will,  1  hope,  be  the 
case. 

Very  respectfnllv,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNEY,  Lt.  Com.  U.  S.  Nainj. 

Com.  David  Porter,  Commander  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

p.  S. — In  inv  report  of  the  affair  at  Cape  Cruz,  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  we  were  not  either  hailed,  or 
was  there  anyccilms  displayed  by  the  party  that  attacked  us,  by  which  we  could  ascertain  their  character. 

As  regards  our  character,  they  could  have  no  great  doubt:  for  they  had  seen  us  communicating  with 
an  English  ship-of-war,  close  off  the  cape,  on  the  same  day  of  our  arrival. 

I  was  informed  by  the  Governor  of  Trinidad,  of  pirates  infesting  the  coast  to  the  eastward  of  that 
place,  and  was  induced  to  proceed  within  the  keys  in  pursuit. 

On  my  way,  boarded  a  small  schooner,  belonging  to  the  Grand  Cayman  Island,  and  the  information 
before  received  was  corroborated  by  her  master. 

Under  these  impressions,  I  reached  Cape  Cruz,  and  our  reception  there  induced  a  belief  that  we  had 
met  the  i)arty  complained  of 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  KEARNEY. 

Com.  DAYin  Porter,  Commander  U.  S.  Naml  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  GuJf  of  Mexico. 


Washington,  July  8,  1824. 

Sir:  After  executing  my  orders  t"  Lieutenant  Commandant  T.  II.  Stephens,  of  the  25th  of  April  last, 
(copy  of  whicli  I  enclose  you,)  you  will  fill  up  your  ludvisious  and  stores,  touch  at  Havana,  offer  convoy 
to  vessels  bound  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  then  indeced  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan — run  down  to  Cain- 
peachy — there  offer  convoy  and  protection,  and  In  mi  thence  proceed  to  Alvarado,  La  Vera  Cruz,  and 
Tampico,  remaining  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  places  about  six  weeks,  giving  protection  to  our  com- 
merce, and  governing  yourself  in  all  your  proceedings  by  my  general  iiistrni-tions  of  the  26th  February, 
1823,  which  have,  no  doubt,  been  transferred  to  you  by  Lieuienant  Connnandant  Stephens. 

If,  in  the  course  of  your  stay  in  the  gulf,  our  merchants  should  have  specie  to  transport  from  one 
port  or  place,  or  to  the  United  States,  you  will  take  it  on  board  on  the  usual  freight,  taking  special  care 
that  nothing  like  illicit  shipments  are  made,  and  that  nothing  in  the  shape  of  public  advertisements 
appear,  or  that  anything  is  done  liable  to  misconstrnetion,  (ji-  give  rise  to  unfriendly  comments,  and  above 
all,  that  your  vessel  is  not  made  an  object  of  coinnieicial  s|ii'eulalion  or  enterprise.  Nothing  in  the  shape 
of  merchandise  mustbe  taken  on  board,  except  uii<lei-  the  eiicnmstam-es  provided  for  by  the  act  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy.  Let  all  your  proeeedings  in  thesi'  respects  be  open;  make  known  frankly 
to  the  authorities  of  the  place  your  objects,  and  let  your  conduct  be  such  as  to  i-emove  all  suspicions. 

In  the  transportation  of  specie,  an  object  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  we  have  a  delicate  duty 
to  perform,  and  one  which  very  many  believe  is  not  obligatory  on  us;  confine  yourself,  however,  strictly 
to  your  orders,  and  no  remarks,  whether  publicly  or  privately  made,  need  cause  you  pain. 

After  i-eceiving  the  specie  on  board,  pi'oceed  with  the  convoy,  if  any,  to  Havana,  thence  to  New  York, 
touching,  if  necessary,  at  Charleston,  to  land  any  specie  you  ma.j  have  for  that  place.  After  landing 
your  specie  at  New  York,  you  will  return  to  Thompson's  Island  l)y  the  same  route  pointed  out  in  my 
instructions  of  the  25th  of  April. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise,  I  am,  your  <jbedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  I).  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Joux  Gai.i.aoher,  New  York. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  John  Gallagher  to  Commodore  David.  Porter — communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Shark,  Havana,  November  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I  had  the  lioiior  to  address  yon  from  Thompson's  Island,  dated  8th  September  last,  giving  an 
account  of  our  proceedings  up  to  that  date. 

The  wind  Ijeing  from  the  southward,  and  squally,  we  did  not  sail  from  Thompson's  Island  until  the 
lOtli,  and  arrived  at  the  Havana  on  the  12th.     After  remaining  at  the  Havana  three  days,  not  finding  any 
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vessels  bound  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  desirous  of  convoy,  we  left  the  harbor,  and  stretched  over  for 
Thompson's  Island,  for  the  double  purpose  of  landing  $2,000,  taken  on  board  at  Havana  for  Purser  Thorn- 
ton, (which  money  I  was  requested  to  land  there,  it  being  much  wanted  for  the  station,)  and  ascertaining- 
if  Lieut.  Yarnum,  in  the  barge  Gallinipper,  and  the  schooner  Terrier,  had  sailed  on  the  cxiKMlition  to  Vniui 
Yeacos. 

I  arrived  at  the  island  on  the  16th  September,  landed  the  specie,  (Lieut.  Yarnnm  had  .saih'J  iViur 
days  previous,)  and  sailed  again  on  the  next  day,  shaping  our  course  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

After  arriving  in  the  gulf  we  cruised  about  six  weeks,  touching  otF  Campeachy,  and  communicating 
with  the  town.  Not  finding  any  American  vessels  here,  nor  hearing  of  any  pirates  or  recent  piracies,  we 
proceeded  to  the  westward,  cruising  from  Roca  Partido  up  with  Alvarado;  after  which,  anchored  off  the 
harbor  of  Alvarado,  and  communicated  with  the  town,  oflering  convoy  and  protection  to  our  commerce. 
There  being  only  three  ,'  mcrican  vessels  in  port,  none  of  which  were  ready  to  sail  immediately,  my  fur- 
ther services  licinL;'  uiiiicci'ssary  at  that  time,  I  prdcccdcd  to  Vera  Cruz,  at  which  place  we  remained  at 
anchor  three  days,  the  Weasel  in  cuiiiiiaiiy,  IiouihI  [n  Alvarado.  There  was  not  a  single  American  vessel 
in  port,  conseiiuently  my  scrvires  \vci<'  nut  lUMcssaiy  at  that  place.  We  got  under  way,  and  cruised  to 
the  northward,  as  far  as  Tampico,  where  we  anchored  and  communicated  with  the  town,  offering  protec- 
tion and  convoy  to  any  vessels  bound  out.  We  remained  ofl'  Tampico,  and  in  the  neighborhood,  ten  days; 
from  thence,  cruised  to  the  southward,  and  off  Vera  Cruz  and  Alvarado,  but  was  unable  to  communicate 
with  the  shore,  in  consequence  of  bad  weather. 

The  term  of  our  cruise  in  the  gulf  having  nearly  expired,  we  shaped  our  course  for  Y'ucatan  bank, 
where  we  cruised  in  sight  of  Alacran,  and  in  the  neighborhood,  a  few  days,  stretching  off  Capes  Catoche 
and  Antonio;  from  thence  to  this  (lort,  wlioro  wo  arrived  to-day.  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state 
that  the  officers  and  crew  have  ciijoycd  health  since  leaving  New  York,  not  having  lost  a  man  by  sick- 
ness, nor  have  we  heard  a  sin.L^'h-  rase  ,i|'  mali-aiant  fever  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GALLAGHER. 

To  Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  West  Indies. 


Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  Hay  11,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Matanzas  with  the  United  States  schooner  Jackal,  under  your  command, 
and  from  thence  give  convoy  every  Sunday  morning,  as  far  as  the  Double  Headed  ShnI  Keys,  and  occa- 
sionally examining  on  your  return  Kej'  Sal,  the  keys  to  windward  of  Point  Yaees,  aud  the  coast  to  lee- 
ward, for  piratical  vessels,  and  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  coming  under  ee-iii/.ance  of  our  laws, 
as  explained  in  my  general  instructions.  Should  you,  at  anytime,  be  i.nssess.MJ  df  inlurmation  which 
may  be  of  importance  to  me,  or  letters,  or  packages  of  newspapers,  ami  im  injuiy  w  ill  result  to  the  public 
interest  by  your  absence  from  Matanzas,  you  will  please  to  run  over  to  this  island  with  them. 

If,  at  any  time,  njiTeliunts  slioidd  ap|i]y  te  y<iu  for  the  transportation  of  specie  to  the  United  States, 
you  will  please  to  inl'iuni  me,  as  early  as  possible,  as  to  the  amount,  and  the  time  when  it  will  be  readj', 
in  order  that  arrangements  may  lie  made  aeeonlingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  T.'H.  Stevens. 


[Extract.] 

Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  June  18,   1823. 

You  will  proceed  to  Washington  with  the  United  States  schooner  Jackal,  reporting  her  arrival  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  such  changes  in  the  officers  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  fill  up 
her  crew — these  being  the  objects  of  sending  her  home.  When  the  necessary  changes  have  been  com- 
pleted, she  is  to  return  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Crooked  Island  or  Caucus  passage,  running  down  the 
south  side  of  Cuba,  examining  the  coast,  and  touching  at  St.  Jago  and  Trinadada,  for  information 
respecting  piracy. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should  take  place  in  the  United  States,  as  the 
services  of  the  Jackal  will  be  wanted,  and  any  delay  will  prevent  my  carrying  into  effect  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  periodical  sailing  of  vessels  from  here. 

(Signed  by)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieutenant  Commandant  Tnos.  H.  Stevens. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Cranei/  Mand,  December  27,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  with  the  TT.  S.  seliooner  Shark  under  your  command, 
and  land  the  two  gentlemen,  a.gents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  either  at  Alvarado,' La  Vera  Cruz, 
or  Tampico,  at  their  option;  you  will  then  regulate  your  movenieiits  sti  as  to  reeeive  on  board  your  vessel 
such  sums  of  money,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  in  the  gulf,  as  they  may  designate;  the  money  to  be 
received  on  deck,  and  in  parcels  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  put  up  in  good  substantial  boxes, 
barrels,  kegs,  or  skins. 

The  money  received  from  them  is  not  to  include  any  other  than  what  belongs  to  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  except  on  the  usual  terms  of  freight;  all  consignments,  therefore,  to  the  bank,  and  not  the 
property  of  the  bank,  are  to  be  taken  on  the  terms  usually  given  by  merchants,  and  you  will  take  the 
British  rule  as  your  guide. 

When  yon"  shall  have  completed  your  freight,  you  will  repair  to  Thompson's  Island,  for  further 
instructions. 

It  is  presumed  tiiat  you  will  not  find  it  necessary  to  remain  in  the  gulf  more  tlian  six  weeks,  and  I 
shall  "endeavor  to  send  a  Vessel  to  relieve  you  about  the  1st  of  March  next. 

I  have  read  to  you  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  treasures.  I  have  no  apprelK^nsions  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given;  it  is  therefore 
needless  to  make  any  further  communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however,  that 
none  of  the  vessels  of  war  under  my  command  must,  on  any  account  whatever,  and  under  any  induce- 
ment, be  used  for  the  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You  can  carry  the  treasure  of  our  citizens 
from  one  port  or  place  to  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to  the  United  States,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
public  advertisements  must  appear;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you  may 
visit,  make  frank  acknowledgments  of  the  motives  which  brought  you  there.  Let  all  your  transactions, 
in  this  respect,  be  open,  and  not  liable  to  misapprt'lu'nsion.  Nothing  whatever  in  the  shape  of  clandestine 
shipments  miist  be  countenanced. 

For  the  information  of  the  government,  ynu  will,  on  joining  me,  report  to  mo  the  amount  of  treasures 
(111  bnard  your  vessel,  where  taken  from,  where  deslincd,  and  the  circumstances,  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  you  have  taken  them. 

Sliould  I  leave  Thompson's  Island  before  you  ani\e  tiiero,  I  shall  leave  orders  for  you.  During  your 
stay  in  the  gulf,  as  well  as  on  your  passage  out  and  home,  you  will  seek  every  occasion  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  jicrsons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Wisliiug  you  a  pleasant  and  a  profitable  cruise,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

D.  PORTER. 

Lieut  Com.  Thom.a.3  II.  Stevexs,  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark. 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.«is,  January  1,  1824. 
Gulf  I  if  ^Mexico  with  the  United  States  schooner  Shark  under  your 
leiueu,  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  either  at  Alvarado, 
<i|ition.  You  will  then  regulate  your  movements  so  as  to  receive  on 
■  uiey  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico,  in  the  gulf,  as  they  may  designate; 
and  in  parcels  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  put  up  in  good 
:  skins, 
hem  is  not  to  include  any  other  than  what  belongs  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,' except  ou  tlie  usual  terms  of  freight.  All  consignments,  therefore,  to  the  bank,  and  not 
the  property  of  the  bank,  are  to  be  taken  on  the  terms  usually  given  by  merchants,  and  you  will  take  the 
British  rule  as  your  guide. 

Wiien  you  shall  have  completed  your  iVciglit,  you  will  repair  to  Thompson's  Island  for  further 
instructions.  It  is  presumed  that  you  will  not  find  it  necessary  to  remain  in  tlie  gulf  more  than  six 
weeks,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  send  a  vessel  to  relieve  you  about  the  1st  of  March  next. 

I  have  read  to  you  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  treasures.  I  have  no  apprehensious  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given;  it  is,  there- 
fiire,  needless  to  make  any  further  communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however, 
that  none  of  the  vessels  of  war  under  my  command  must,  on  any  account  whatever,  and  under  any 
induceinent,  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  commercial  adventure.  You  can  carry  the  treasure  of  any  of 
our  citizens  from  one  port  to  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to  the  ['nited  States,  but  nothing  in  the  shape 
of  public  advertisements  must  appear;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you 
may  visit,  make  frank  acknowledgnients  of  the  motivi's  which  ludughl  you  there. 

Let  all  your  transactions  in  this  nvspect  be  open,  ami  not  liable  to  misa|i]irehension.  Nothing  what- 
ever in  the  shape  of  clandestine  shipiuents  must  be  counti'iiaiiced.  For  the  information  of  the  govern- 
ment, you  will,  on  joining  me,  report  to  me  the  amount  of  treasures  on  board  your  vessel,  where  taken 
from,  where  destined,  and  the  circumstances,  terms  and  comliiions  on  which  you  have  taken  them. 

Should  I  leave  Thompson's  Island  before  your  arrival  there,  1  shall  leave  orders  for  you.  During  your 
stay  in  the  gulf,  as  well  as  on  your  passage  out  and  home,  you  will  seek  every  occasion  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  iiersons  and  [iroiierty  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Wishing  you  a  iileasant  and  prolitable  cruise,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
(Signe.l)"  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  C.mnnandant  Tii.  11.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Srhonnrr  Shark. 


V.   S.   Siiii>  John-   Adams,  at  sra,   February  25,   1824. 

Sir:  After  landing  the  sjiecie  ou  board  your  vessel  at  rhiladel|iliia,  you  will  proceed  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  running  d.iwn  as  far  as  Cape  Messurado,  communicating  with  the  public  agent  there,  and  aftbrdiug 
every  aid,  assistance  and  protection  to  the  colony  of  free  blacks  in  your  power  to  bestow. 

SlKuild  you  ill  your  nmle  capture  any  slave  vessels,  you  will  deliver  them  to  the  agent  app(jinted  by 
the  government  to  receive  them. 

From  thence  you  will  run  for  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  continue  down  the  coast  of  Venezuela,  thence 
to^amaica,  and  from  thence  to  Havana  and  Thompson's  Island,  where  you  will  receive  my  further  orders. 

In  this  route  you  will  seek  every  occasion  to  afford  such  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  our 
citizens  as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  tor  this  purpose  you  may  touch  at  such  places  where  it  is  most 
likely  such  protection  may  be  required. 
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You  will  carry,  according-  to  the  prescribed  rules,  the  specie  of  our  citizens  from  one  port  or  place  to 
another. 

You  will  be  governed  by  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  by  my  general  cruisin"- 
instructions,  as  regards  the  duties  you  have  to  perform. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Tnos.  H.  Stevexs,  U.  S.  Schooner  Shark. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.^ms,  Thomjjsons  Island,  April  25,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  New  York,  and  deliver  the  specie  on  board  your  vessel;  you 
will  then  return  with  all   possible    expedition  to  this  place,   touching   at   St.  Barts,    St.   Thomas  and 
Matanzas,  for  information  i-especting  piratical  vessels,  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  Tiios.  H.  Stevens. 


U.  S.   Ship  John  Adams,   February  U,   1824. 
Sir:  Observing  in  the  public  jirints  your  arrival  in  Now  York,  I  have  to  direct  your  return  to  Thomp- 
son's Island,    with  all  possible  ilis|iaich,   by  the  way  of  Caycos  or  Crooked  Island  passage,  and  round 
the  south  side  of  Cuba,  lookin.u'  intn  Ciunberland  harbor,  St,  Jago,  Cape  Cruz,  Trinidada,   Isle  of  Pines, 
&c.,  &c.    You  will  be  governed  by  tlic  general  cruising  instructions,  as  regards  the  duties  to  be  performed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.imes  P.  Oellers,  U.  S.  Schooner  Jackal. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.\ms,  Norfolk,  January  24,  1824. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus  under  your  command  to  the  coast 
of  Africa,  continuing  along  the  coast  in  the  usual  track  of  slave  trading  vessels,  in  pursuance  of  the 
general  cruising  instructions,  and  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  and  capture 
of  piratical  vessels;  copies  of  which,  and  of  the  laws  relative  thereto,  you  have  enclosed. 

While  on  the  coast,  you  will  touch  on  the  American  settlement  of  free  colored  people,  communicate 
with  the  agent  of  the  Colonization  Society,  ascertain  the  state  and  condition  of  the  C(jlony,  giving  it  such 
aid,  assistance,  and  protection,  as  it  may  stand  in  need  of,  and  be  in  your  power  to  furnish. 

From  thence  you  will  proceed  towards  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  thence  in  the  route  usually  traversed 
by  vessels  with  slaves,  which  is  most  north  of  the  Antilles,  and  the  keys  to  Cuba.  You  will,  in  your 
route,  touch  occasionally  at  some  of  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  to  obtain  news  of  piratical  vessels; 
but  you  will  endeavor  to  reach  Matanzas,  fill  your  water,  and  repair  to  Thompson's  Island  by  the  middle 
of  May,  where  you  will  receive  my  further  orders. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise,  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  D.  Sloat. 


U.  S-.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Malanzas,  May  20,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  yesterday,  communicating  your  proceedings,  in  cimformity  with  my 
instructions  of  the  24th  Januaiy,  which  is  highly  satisfactory,  and  shall  be  laid  befure  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  for  his  information,  and  for  the  information  of  those  interested  in  the  establishment  at  Cape 
Messurado. 

After  filling  your  water  and  obtaining  your  supplies  of  provisions,  you  will  touch  at  Havana,  and 
take  under  convoy  vessels  bound  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  run  down  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  touch  at 
Campeachy,  thence  to  Alvarado,  Sacraficio,  La  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  giving  every  protection  in  your 
power  to  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  and  convoy  to  vessels  of  all  nations  against 
piratical  aggression. 

After  remaining  in  the  Gulf  about  six  weeks,  VdU  will  iiniccrd  td  llavaiui,  ami  fnun  thence  to  New 
York,  and  you  are  permitted  to  receive  on  board  the  gold  and  silver  of  our  merchants  at  the  same  rate  of 
freight  as  is  charged  by  British  sloops-of-war;  but  you  will  be  particularly  careful  that  nothing  like  clan- 
destine shipments  take  place,  and  that  nothing  in  the  shape  of  merchandise  be  permitted  to  come  on 
board;  for,  although  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Navy  Department  that  every  facility  be  given  to  our  mer- 
chants to  get  tfieir  specie  from  one  imrt  nr  place  to  another,  it  is  strictly  forbidden  that  our  ships  should 
become  objects  of  commercial  spcculalinii  and  enterprise;  in  other  respects,  let  all  your  transactions 
be  open,  and  not  subject  to  niisc.insiiuctiun,  and  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  You  will,  on  your  arrival  at  New  York,  make  to  me  a  written  report  of  the 
in  your  vessel;  the  place  or  places  taken  from,  where  landed,  and  the  rate  at  which  i 
freight. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise,  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D. 

Lieut.  Com.  John  D.  Sloat,  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 
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Extract  of  a  li'tter from  Lieitti'naiit  Commandant  John  D.  Stoat  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  the 
United  Stale.^  nara!  farccft  in  tiie  Wed  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  coast  of  Africa,  cominunicated  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated— 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  Matanzas,  3Tay  29,  1824. 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  your  orders  of  the  24th  Januarj',  1824,  I  sailed  from  Hampton  it.iads  on  tlie 
28th  February,  and  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  On  the  4lh  n[  April  I  anchored  at  Cape  .Mcsurada, 
and  vi.sited  the  colony  of  free  people  of  color,  where  I  remaiiicil  ci-lit  days,  and  have  the  satislactidii  to 
report  that  I  found  tiiom  comfortably  settled,  and  at  peace  with  all  the  neighboring  nations;  althoug-h 
tlicy  appprrln'iul  that  the  tribe  tlicy  had  the  difficult}'  with  previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Gyane  is  not 
tVieiiilly  to  them,  yrt  they  dn  nut  liclicve  they  will  venture  to  attack  them  again,  particularly  since  my 
visit,  as  I  gave  the  natives  to  niidi'rstainl  that  I  should  return  there  shortly,  and  they  know  that  I  sup- 
plied the  colony  with  ammunition,  iir..\  isi.nis.  &c.,  &c.,  a  return  of  which  I  enclose.  The  appearance  of  the 
Grampus  on  the  coast  has  been  of  cssintial  service  to  the  settlement.  The  trade  with  the  natives  in  their 
immediate  vicinity  had  been  stopped  for  some  time;  but  when  they  found  the  Grampus  to  be  a  vessel  of 
war,  the  King  sent  in  word  that  he  would  open  the  trade,  and  before  I  left  there  the  natives  began  to  come 
in  with  proNJsions  and  other  articles,  in  considerable  numbers.  The  agent  for  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  for  the  Colonization  Society,  had  left  the  settlement  some  time  before  my  arrival;  they  have  appointed 
acting  agents,  Mr.  Waring  for  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Johnston  for  the  society,  both  colored  men.  By 
their  advice  the  people  have  elected  a  council  of  twelve  to  assist  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  colony, 
and  by  what  I  could  discover,  they  appear  to  be  doing  very  well,  but  they  are  extremely  desirous  to  have 
the  advice  of  (lond  aijenl^:  they  say  Xhcy  do  not  yet  feel  themselves  competent  to  manage  the  establish- 
ment. Their  settlement  is  v<'iy  pleasantly  situated  on  a  narrow  peninsula,  the  sea  on  one  side,  and  Mesu- 
rada  river  on  the  other,  on  high  ground;  and  they  have  for  its  protection  a  tolerably  good  fort,  built  of 
stone,  at  one  end  of  the  village,  on  which  are  mounted,  at  present,  one  long  eighteen-pounder,  and  two 
eighteen-pound  gunades;  at  the  other  extremity  is  a  block-house,  with  one  nine-pounder  and  one  six. 
'They  liave  also  mounted  one  brass  four-pound  field  piece  and  one  two-pound  swivel,  besides  several  other 
guns  not  mounted,  and  about  one  hundred  muskets,  eighty  of  which  are  in  good  order,  and  the  others 
they  will  be  able  to  repair  with  the  tools  and  materials  I  gave  them.  The  number  of  iidiabitants  is  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven ;  seventy-eight  of  them  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  are  formed  into  a  company, 
and  muster  for  exercise  every  Saturday.  They  have  all  very  good  houses,  and  some  of  them  begin  to 
cultivate  gardens;  they  have  also  cleared  a  considerable  piece  of  ground  intended  for  cultivation.  They 
catch  in  tlie  river  a  variety  of  fish,  and  plenty  of  oysters.  They  have  an  abundance  of  fine  timber,  and 
the  soil  is  very  good;  and  they  all  appeared  to  be  quite  contented  with  their  situation.  They  probably 
enjoy  as  good  health  there,  as  they  would  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Of  the  last  emigrants,  one  hundred 
and  five,  all  have  gone  through  their  seasoning;  three  young  children  only  have  died,  and  they  with  com- 
plaints incident  to  every  climate  and  country.  I  have  made  this  detailed  report,  believing  it  would  be 
agrrcalilc  to  you,  to  the  society,  and  to  all  those  friendly  to  the  settlement,  to  know  exactly  how  these 
jieoplc  iir<'  situated,  as  I  have  been  informed  at  St.  Thomas  that  there  are  very  discouraging  reports  in 
circulation  in  tiic  United  States.  We  sailed  from  thence  on  the  12th  of  April,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  am 
obliged  t  I  add,  on  the  eighth  day  several  cases  of  malignant  bilious  fever  occurred  on  board,  three  of 
which  jiidvcd  fatal.  A  particular  description  of  the  character  and  progress  of  the  disease,  by  Dr.  Halse, 
I  lieg  to  enclose.  No  person  has  been  inTiiiitted  to  go  on  shore  except  when  necessity  rcijuired  it,  and 
no  jicrsons  were  attacked  \vith  this  disease  I'Xie].!  those  who  had  been  thus  exposed.  After  l<si\  ing  Cape 
Mesurada,  I  beat  up  the  co;ist  to  the  noithwuid  of  Rio  Grande,  but  did  not  meet  with  any  vessils  coming 
within  the  limits  of  my  instructions.  Fidin  there  I  proreeded  in  the  execution  of  your  further  orders, 
ami,  on  the  lOtli  of  .M;i\-,  anehored  at  Martinico,  to  olitain  information,  fill  my  water  casks,  and  obtain 
other  supplies,  all  of  which  were  nearly  exhausted.  Saileil  thence  on  the  16th,  and  anchored  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew on  'thelSth;  sailed  again  ..i!  the  1  iltii,  and  anchored  at  St.  Tliomns  on  the  20th;  sailed  thence  on 
the  21st;  called  off  St.  .Toinis,  I'orto  llico,  on  the  22d,  and  coiiimunicated  witli  the  American  consul.  The 
next  day  I  stood  close  in  to  the  town  of  Aguadilhi.  where  1  found  a  Dutch  man-of-war  brig;  communicated 
with  the  commander,  who  iid'orrjied  me  tha,  he  had  licen  there  some  days,  and  had  not  heard  of  anv  pira- 
cies or  suspicious  vessels  in  the  :\lona  passage  lately.  Remained  in  thi'  Mona  iiassa.ge  all  night,  and  then 
made  the  liest  of  my  way  to  the  Islaml  of  Culia. 

I  have  examini'd  the  north  coast  closelv  as  far  down  as  Sugar  Key,  where  I  anchored  in  con.sequence 
of  seeing  several  ti'Uts  on  the  key.  1,  however,  iouii.l  them  to  he  the  cn^w  of  a  Spanish  brig-of-war 
from  Cadiz,  cast  awav  there  twelve  (lavs  previous.  Im-oiii  there  the  weather  did  not  iicrmit  me  toapi.mach 
the  kevs  along  the  Cnha  sh.u'e.  1  examined  (iinger  Key,  but  found  no  person  there,  nor  any  indication 
of  any  having  l>een  there  recently. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  Com.  DAvm  Poutkr,  eommandinq  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies, 

Old/'  ,,r  Me.rieo,  and  Coast  of  Africa. 


AVashixgton,  August  16,  1824. 

Sir:  It  has  l>een  intimated  to  you,  that  the  Gramims,  under  your  command,  could  be  ordered  to  give 
convoy  to  certain  vessels  from  tlie  port  of  Xew  York  to  Carthagena,  bat  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  sub- 
ject it' has  been  ileeiiicil  advisalile  and  jirudent  not  to  coiitiiie  our  protection  to  particular  cases,  on  the 
applicatit.n  of  individuals,  hut  to  make  it  of  a  general  nature,  formed  on  general  ]u-inci|des,  and  given 
to  all  alike.  This  is  necessary,  to  guard  against  any  infringements  of  the  riglits  of  belligerents  as 
regards  hlockadi's  and  coiitiaha'iid  of  war,  the  first  of  which  is  in  no  case  to  be  violated,  and  the  second 
is  ne\-er  to  lie  protected.  Cpon  these  jirinciples,  our  public  ships  should  never  give  convoy  to  our  mer- 
chant vessels  to  the  iiorts  of  eilhei'  of  the  belligerents,  without  a  perfect  knowledge  that 'they  had  no 
contraband  articles  on  board,  nor  are  Ihey  ever  to  be  protected  against  a  blockading  force  when  warned  off. 

Under  these  considerations,  you  will  sail,  in  execution  of  my  orders  of  this  date,  taking  under  your 
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protection  such  vessels  as  may  offer  for  convoy,  as  far  as  j'our  route  may  extend,  governing  yourself  by 
tlie  foregoing  general  principles,  and  the  orders  and  instructions  heretofore  given. 
With  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ^  ^  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant,  J.  D.  Si.o.\t,   U.  iS.  Schooner  Gi'amjnn^,  New  York. 


Washington,  Aiigivt  16,  1824. 

Sir:  Y<iu  will  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  witii  the  Tnitrd  States  schooner  Grampus  under  your  com- 
mand, touching  at  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  Thomas,  and  remain,  until  further  orders,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  these  places,  and  about  Porto  Rico,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  with  such  of  our  small 
vessels  as  may  be  ordered  there.  Some  piratical  acts  having  been  committed  in  the  Sail  Rock  and  Mona 
passages,  you  will  endeavor  to  prevent  them  in  future. 

In  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  in  your  intercourse  with  foreign  oflBcers,  you  will  be  governed  by 
the  general  sailing  instructions  and  orders  heretofore  issued. 

Should  supplies  be  required  for  your  vessels,  before  my  arrival,  you  will  make  application  to  Mr. 
Furnace,  an  American  mercliant  at  St.  Tlmmas,  who  has  offered  to  furnish  them. 

The  schooner  Beadle.  Iiieut<>iiaiit  ('i>iniiiaii(lant  Piatt,  has  been  ordered  on  the  same  service  with  the 
Grampus.     You  will  make  t<i  me  l'ie(|ueiit   rejinrts  of  your  proceedings,  directing  your  letters  to  Wash- 
ington, under  cover  to  the  Secretary  ni'  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  J.  D.  Slo.it. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Paamge  Inland,  November  15,  1824. 

Sir:  After  you  have  landed  \]io  Pilot  at  St.  Thomas,  and  executed  my  orders  of  this  date,  relating 
to  the  men  in  confinement  at  St.  ('In  isto|iher,  you  will  return  to  St.  Thomas,  and  continue  your  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce,  in  confnrniity  to  I'nrmer  orders. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  by  American  merchants  at  St.  Thomas,  that  large  amounts  of  American 
property  are  frequently  passing  from  that  place  to  the  coast  of  Comana  Caraccas  and  Peusacola,  for 
which  they  have  asked  protection.  You  will  afford  it  to  them  when,  in  your  opinion,  it  can  be  done  advan- 
tageously to  the  public  interest,  and  you  are  authorized  to  carry  for  them  their  specie,  under  former  regu- 
lations and  restrictions. 

The  Beagle  will  continue  with  you  on  this  station,  and  you  will  make  such  disposition  of  your  forces 
as  will  be  most  lieneficial  to  the  interest  entrusted  to  you. 

Should  anything  of  importance  occur,  which  it  may  be  necessary  that  T  sliould  be  informed  of,  you 
can,  if  no  op]iortunity  ofters  to  Havana  or  Matanzas,  send  the  Beagle  witli  yonr  communications  to 
Thompson's  Island. 

You  will  continue  to  procure  from  Mr.  Furnace,  for  your  vessel,  as  well  as  the  Beagle,  the  supplies 
which  may  be  necessai-y ;  but,  in  doing  so,  you  will  observe  the  utmost  economy.  Payments  can  be  made 
as  heretofore,  by  drafts  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Should  any  supplies  be  required  at  St.  Bartholomew,  you  will  obtain  them  fmm  Mr.  Bailey,  a  mer- 
chant of  that  place,  who  has  offered  to  furnish  them.  At  every  opportunity  you  will  inform  me  of  your 
proceedings. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  J.  Sloat,  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  St.  Thoma.%  3[arrh  3,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  jiroreed  witii  the  Shark,  under  your  command,  accompanied  by  the  Ferret,  Terrier  and 
Weazel,  dnwn  the  snuth  side  of  Porto  Rico,  acting  in  conformity  with  my  general  instructions  of  the 
26th. 

You  will  continue  to  cruise  in  tlu'  neighliorhdod  of  Aguadilla  at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  detain- 
ing until  my  arrival  there  all  vessels  whicli  may  liave  Cdnnnitti'd  any  act  of  piracy  on  our  commerce. 
On  your  way  down  give  the  coast  tlmrongh  examination,  and  look  into  Cat  Island. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Y>.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Matthew  C.  Perry,  commanding  U.  iS'.  Schooner  Shark: 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  at  Aguada,  March  11,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  schooner  Shark,  under  your  command,  to  the  coast  of 
Caraccas,  touching  at  Porto  Cabello  and  Lagnira,  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  intcrru^itions  to  our 
commerce  in  that  quarter;  and  if  there  should  be,  you  will  give  it  such  protection  as  may  bo  in  your 
power. 

By  an  ofiHcial  dispatch  from  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rico,  I  am  informed  that  the  blockade  of 
the  coast  of  Colombia  is  raised,  except  against  munitions  of  war;  and  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  list  of  priva- 
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tcers,  fitted  from  Porto  Rico,  will  aid  you  in  identifying  the  character  of  those  you  may  meet  in  your 
cruise. 

From  thence  you  will  proceed  down  the  coast,  touching  at  the  various  places,  wherever  it  may  be 
found  necessary,  until  you  get  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  in  wliich  neigliliorliMod  you  will  remain  fur  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce  until  it  may  be  necessary  for  yuu  to  rejoin  me,  which  will  depend  on  your  provi- 
sions and  supplies. 

If,  in  the  course  of  your  cruise,  you  should  find  persons  who  have  money  to  send  to  the  United  States, 
you  will  take  it  on  board,  agreeing  with  them  as  to  the  amount  of  freight;  and  while  you  remain  at  or 
about  La  Vera  Cruz,  you  will  please  to  communicate  with  Mr.  John  Mason,  in  Mexico,  who  is  Secretary 
of  American  Legation  there,  on  the  subject  of  moneys  to  be  transported  to  the  United  States,  giving  him 
information  of  your  movements,  that  his  arrangements  may  be  made  accordinglj'. 

On  leaving"  La  Vera  Cruz,  you  will  proceed  to  Thompson's  Island  for  my  further  instructions. 

I  should  wish  to  be  apprised  of  the  time  when  it  would  be  likely  that  you  would  leave  La  Vera 
Cruz,  sufficiently  early  for  me  to  send  a  vessel  to  relieve  you. 
With  great  respect,  j'our  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  P.   PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  M.  (1  Peuiiy. 


Gull,  AUenton,  June  24,  1823. 

hark,  under  your  command,  and  there  offer 

will  proceed  to  New  York,  there  to  land 

hose  wlio  have  but  a  sli.irt   time  to  serve, 

til  all   expediti.ai,  that  slie  may  return  to 

I).  PORTER. 


Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  Jiinr  24,  1S23. 
Sir:  Understanding  as  you  do  my  views  with  regard  to  the  service  to  lie  piTlormed  in  these  seas,  it 
is  my  wish,  should  you  return  in  the  Shark,  that  her  protection  to  the  coiiiiiieni-  of  the  United  States,  on 
her  way  here,  should  take  a  range  equal  or  nearly  so  to  the  round  reeinily  t^il^eii;  but  should  her  com- 
mander be  changed  for  one  who  has  not  served  under  my  command  on  this  expedition,  it  is  my  wish  that 
she  should  return  here  by  the  slmrtest  route,  in  order  tliat  1  may  give  liiiii  his  instructions. 

Should  you  leave  the  Sluirk,  you  will  luniish  yoiir  successor  witli  a  eo[iy  of  tliis  letter  for  his  govern- 
ment. 

With  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  I).  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  M.  C.  Peury. 


Sir:   Y.iu  will  jiro, 1  off  llav 

ana   with    tli 

le   schooner  Shai 

convoy  to  vessels  hound  to  tlie  Vi.i 

ted  Stat.'s; 

from  theuee  von 

the  specie,  discharge  tlie  men  whos 

,e  times  are 

out,  as  well   as  t 

and  to  cause  the  ne<'essiirv  repairs 

to  l,e  iiia.le 

to  vour  vessel  wi 

this  stati(jn  with  the  least  possilde 

.lelav. 

With  great  respect,  your  ^ 

obedient  ser 

vant. 

(Signed) 

Lieutenant  Commandant  M.  C. 

Perry. 

U.  S.  Ship  Pe.\cock,  jUalama^,  Marrh  29,  1823. 

Sin:  You  will,  with  the  United  States  schooner  Wild  Cat,  accompanied  by  the  Beagle,  remain  to 
give  ]iroteetiou  to  the  American  commerce  in  this  quarter,  and  afford  convoy  every  Sunday  as  far  as  the 
Double  Headed  Shot  Keys.  There  is  a  bay  to  the  windward  of  this  place,  and  around  Port  Yeacos, 
called  Sequappa  Baj',  which  has  been  the  resort  of  pirates.  I  wish  you  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
to  visit  it;  but  don't  let  your  visit  interfere  with  your  convoy. 

Any  supplies  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  two  schooners  you  will  obtain  through  the  agency  of  Mr. 
L.  Adams,  a  merchant  of  this  place.  You  will  be  careful  in  not  obtaining  any  but  such  as  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Any  intelligence  you   may  receive  of  suflieieiit   importance  to  make  it  necessary  that  I  should  be 
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ild  Cat. 

Sea  Gull,  3Ialan:a.'^,  April  10,  1823. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  tlie  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle,  to  give  convoy  from  Havana  next  Sunday  morning,  after 
wliich,  go  to  ThompsoiTs  Islanct,  take  in  one  month's  provisions,  and  return  to  Havana,  to  give  convoy 
every  Saturday.     Should  you  meet  the  Grayhound,  inform  the  commander  of  my  being  here,  and  my 
wish  to  see  him. 

Verv  respcctfullv,  vi.uir  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■    "  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  C.  W.  Skin?;er. 
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Sea  ('Jii.i,,  AUriitoii,  May  19,  182.3. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  relievud  by  the  Graylioiuid,  you  will   1111  yimr  ^\•;(tor  and  proceed  to  this 
place  with  the  Wild  Cat  and  Beagle,  that  they  may  underg-o  the  necessary  repairs. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieutenant  Commandant  C.  W.  Skinner. 


Sea  Gn.r,,  AHenfon,  June  18,  182.3. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana,  and  deliver  the  letter  bag  of  the  Wild  Cat  to  Messrs.  Castillo  Black 
&  Co.,  informing  them  you  will  leave  there  for  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  July.     You  will  then  offer 
onvoy,  proceed  to  Matanzas,  leave  a  letter  bag  with  Messrs.  Latting  &  Co.,  informing  them  you  will  sail 


on  the  28th 

You  will 
for  the  Unitr.l 


(Signed) 
Lieutenant  Commandant  C.  W.  Skinner. 


■n,  M 

lu-u  1 
.ur  ,..1 

atan/.as,  take  in  specie,  return  to 
ii'ic  lor  further  orders,  leaving  lla 
H'dieiit  servant, 

Havana,  take  in  specie  from  there 
vaiiaon  the  1st  of  July. 

D.  PORTER. 

Navy  Department,  June  19,  1824. 
Sir:  Circumstances  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  give  to  your  cruise  a  direction  which  was  not 
intended  or  anticipated,  until  within  two  or  throi.'  days  jiast. 

You  will  receive  such  orders  from  Captain  KcniiVdy  as  ho  shall  transfer  to  you,  relating  to  his  cruise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  you  will  obey  them,  as  if  diicctcd  to  yourself. 

On  AVednesday  next,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  will  leave  this,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Norfolk,  you  will 
receive  him  on  board,  and  proceed  without  delay  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  touching  at  Cape  Mesu'rada,  and 
following,  thence,  the  directions  in  your  orders.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  for  you  to  remain  at  the 
cape  eight  or  ten  days,  in  order  that  Mr.  Gurley  may  accomplish  what  he  is  directed  to  do.  He  will  return 
with  you  to  the  West  Indies,  where  you  will  report  to  Commodore  Porter.  Mr.  Gurley  will  return  thence 
to  the  United  States  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieutenant  Charles  \ V .  Skinner,  commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Porpoise,  Norfolk,   Va. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Skinner,  commander  of  the  United  States  Schooner  Porpoise,  enclosing 
copies  of  the  correspondence  referred  to  in  the  letter.     - 

United  States  Schooner  Porpoise,  Matanzas,  October  24,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  after  leaving  the  convoy  from  Havana,  I  stretched  in  for 
this  port,  where  I  anchored  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.  On  inquiry,  I  was  informed  no  piracies  had  been 
recently  committed  in  this  vicinity.  I,  however,  determined  to  dispatch  the  boats  secretly  from  the 
harbor,  and  examine  the  adjacent  bays  and  inlets.  On  the  night  of  the  19th,  I  placed  them  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Johnson,  with  orders  to  examine  about  Point  Yeacos, 
Sewappa  Bay,  and  Camrioca,  places  long  notorious  as  a  retreat  for  pirates.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d' 
Lieutenant  Hunter  returned  with  a  piratical  schooner  of  one  carriage  gun,  one  new  American  cutter,  and 
two  other  boats;  one,  having  three  men  on  board,  he  captured  in  Sewappa  Bay.  Every  appearance 
justified  the  suspicion  of  piracy.  The  persons  imor,,.,.,!  LiruK'naiit  lluntor  their  vessel  had  been  taken 
by  armed  men;  the  boat  they  were  in,  given  in  e.x,  hai,-,..  with  a  |.iu,uis,.  of  returning  in  a  few  days  and 
restoring  their  vessel.  The  next  day,  off  Camrio<a,  Li,.ui,.naiit  Hunter  discovered  a  suspicious  schooner 
standing  to  sea,  in  chase  of  a  vessel  in  sight.  On  his  approach,  the  schooner  tacked,  and  made  for  the 
shore,  closely  pursued  by  the  boats.  The  crew  abandoned  the  vessel,  and  fled  to  the  woods,  where  they 
were  sought  for  in  vain;  she  proved  to  be  a  pirate,  mounting  one  gun,  and  small  arms.  From  the  number 
ot  nautical  ULStruments,  trunks  of  clothing,  rigging,  and  sails,  with  three  sets  of  American  colors,  found 
on  board,  she  must  have  robbed  several  vess(>ls.  From  stains  of  blood  on  the  clothes,  and  other  articles 
on  boanl,  1  fear  the  untortunale  persons  to  whom  they  behuiged  must  have  been  murdered.  No  papers 
were  discovered  which  could  leail  to  the  iiaiiie  of  the  vessel  or  vessels  captured;  several  articles  of 
clotliing  wei-e  inai-k.Ml  -  Capiain  Shaw,"  a  iiiiiul.er  with  the  initials  "A.  S."  A  bag  on  board  was  lettered 
brig  .Monuiig  Mill's  Ictier  liag."  One  waistcoat  contained  in  the  pocket  a  printed  card,  "Mr.  M.  Loris' 
boarding  house,  Ciiarleston,  Soutii  Carolina,"  and  appeared  to  have  been  newly  printed.  A  medicine 
chest  on  board  was  put  up  in  New  York.  I  have  delivered  the  prisoners  to  the  Governor  of  Matanzas, 
and  siiall  furnish  him  all  the  testimony  in  my  power  which  can  throw  light  on  their  character.  The 
schooner  I  sent  out  last  night,  under  command  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Brown,  in  hopes  of  decoying  some 
ot  her  former  comrades.  I  sail  with  convoy  to-morrow,  and  after  joining  the  prize  at  sea,  shall  proceed 
to  Ihompson's  Island  for  supplies,  and  return  to  the  protection  of  commerce  on  this  coast  I  trust  sir 
should  the  prize  be  sufficiently  fortunate  to  meet  with  pirates,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  "-ive  a  s'atis- 
lactory  account  of  them.  ° 

1  do  myself  the  lionor  to  enclose  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  cajjture  of  the  vessels  and  prisoners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

rp    „     „        ,  ,    ^  "  '  CH.  W.  SKIXXER. 

10  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Nacy,  Washington  City 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Tlwmpson's  Island,  December  22,  1824. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana,  where  you  will  complete  your  provisions  and  stores,  offer  convoy 
to  ve.ssel.s  bound  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  then  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  run  down  to  Cam- 
peachy,  there  ofier  convoy  and  protection,  and  from  thence  proceed  to  Alvarado,  La  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tam- 
pico,  remaining  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  places  about  six  weeks,  giving  protection  to  our  commerce, 
and  governing  yourself  in  all  your  proceedings  by  my  general  instructions  of  the  26th  of  February,  1823. 

If,  in  the  course  of  your  stay  in  the  gulf,  our  merchants  should  have  specie  to  transport  from  one 
port  or  place,  or  to  the  United  States,  you  will  take  it  on  board  on  the  usual  freight;  taking  special  care 
that  nothing  like  illicit  shipments  are  made,  and  that  nothing  in  the  shape  of  public  advertisements 
appear,  or  tTiat  anything  is  done  that  may  be  liable  to  misconstruction,  or  give  rise  to  unfriendly  com- 
ments; and  above  all,  that  your  vessel  is  not  made  an  object  of  commercial  speculation  and  enterprise. 
Nothing  in  the  shape  of  merchandise  must  be  taken  on  board,  except  under  the  circumstances  provided 
for  by  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy.  Let  all  your  proceedings  in  these  respects  be 
open;  make  known  frankly  to  the  authorities  of  the  place  your  objects,  and  let  your  conduct  be  such  as 
to  remove  all  suspicions. 

In  the  transportation  of  specie,  an  object  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  we  have  a  delicate  duty 
to  perform,  and  one  which  many  believe  is  not  obligatory  on  us.  Confine  yourself,  however,  strictly  to 
your  orders,  and  no  remarks,  whether  publicly  or  privately  made,  need  cause  you  pain. 

After  receiving  the  specie  on  board,  proceed  with  the  convoy,  if  any,  to  Havana,  where  you  will 
await  for  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Chas.  AV.  Skixner,  U.  S.  Schooner  Poj-jMiae. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.uis,  Norfolk,  January  25,  1824. 

Sir:  When  the  U.  S.  sclnHnier  Porpoise  shall  have  obtained  a  new  crew,  and  received  the  necessary 

repairs,  ydu  Avill  proceed  witli  her  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  continuing  along  the  coast  in  the  usual  track  of 

slave-trading  vessels,  in  ]inrsuaiioe  of  the  general  cruising  instructions,  and  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the 

HU|ipi-essii)n  (if  the  shive  trade  and  capture  of  piratical  vessels;  copies  of  wliieli,  and  of  the  laws  relative 

Wliile  on  the  coast  you  will  touch  at  the  Anierieaii  setth^inent  of  hco  crilorcd  people;  communicate 
with  th'e  agent  of  the  Colonization  Society;  ascertain  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony — giving  it 
such  aid,  assistance  and  protection,  as  it  may  siand  in  need  of,  and  Im.'  iu  your  power  to  furnish. 

From  thence,  you  will  proceed  to  the  coast  of  (iiiinea,  and  thence  in  the  route  usually  traversed  by 

vessels  with  slaves,  which  is  mostly  north  of  the  Antilli's  and  the  keys  to  Cuba.     You  will,  in  your  route, 

touch  occasionally  at  some  of  the  islands  of  tlu'  West  Indies,  to  obtain  news  of  piratical  vessels;  proceed 

to  Matanzas,  fill  your  water,  and  repair  to  Thompson's  island,  where  you  will  receive  my  further  orders. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise,  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  oliedient  servant, 


D.  PORTER. 


Lieut.  Commandant  Skinner. 


U.  S.  Gai.uot  Sea  Gi'le,  Havana,  January  23,  1825. 
Sir:   On  your  return  to  this  place,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  should  you  have  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  on  board,  for  the   United  States,  you  will  proceed  with  it  to  the  most  convenient 
port,  land  it,  take  in  the  necessary  supplies  for  your  vessel,  and  return  to  Thompson's  Island. 

Should  you  not  have  so  large  an  amount  on  board,  you  will,  after  landing  it  here,  proceed  to  Thomp- 
son's Island  for  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  ■  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  C.  Skinner,  U.  S.  ScJiooner  Furpoii^e. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Roclyers,  June  12,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith   eleven   letters  from   the   Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  the  military 
governors  of  Taraco,  Bayamor,  (iilaca,  IJatabano,  Puerto  Principe,  Jaqna,  Baracoa,  Halquin,  St.  Juan  de  los 
Remedies,  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  and  one  from  me  to  the  admiral  at  Jamaica. 

You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle  to  deliver  the  above-mentioned  letters,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  keep  in  view  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

It  is  my  intention,  on  your  return  to  this  place,  which  must  be  within  two  months,  to  send  your  ves- 
sel to  the  United  States.     You  will,  therefore,  take  on  board  such  sums  of  money  as  merchants  may  wish 
to  ship  in  her,  and  on  such  terms  of  freight  as  you  may  think  proper  to  establish  with  them. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '    "  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  John  T.  Xewton. 
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Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  September  1,  1823. 
Sir:  On  your  way  to  the  United  States,  you  will  touch  at  Havana,  and  deliver  the  accompanying 
letters,  receive  such  letters  as  the  iiieichaiittl  may  wish  to  send  by  you,  and  should  specie  be  offered  by 
them  for  the  United  States,  v.mi  will  t;.ke  it  on  board  at  the  usual  l'rei;L;-lit. 
Very  respeellully,  ymr  (,li(.ilicnt  servant, 

(Siijned)  ■  T).  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Joiix  T.  Newton. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  13,  1824. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  brig  Spark  and  schooner  Weasel,  under  your  command, 
touch  at  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  Thomas  for  information;  run  down  the  south  side  of  Porto  Rico, 
examine  the  Mona  passage  and  Island  of  Mona;  continue  down  the  south  side  of  St.  Domingo,  keeping 
well  in  shore;  and  from  thence  down  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama  to  Matanzas,  where  you  will  land  Dr. 
Anderson. 

There  have  been  two  armed  vessels  carried  off  by  their  crews  lately,  one  a  ship  from  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, belonging  to  the  Colombian  government,  the  other  a  brig  belonging  to  Porto  Rico,  and  they  have 
both  turned  pirates. 

The  ship  was  called  the  Oronoke,  formerly  commanded  by  a  Captain  Nutter,  but  ran  away  with  by 
the  boatswain's  mate  (Wilson,  an  Englishman,  with  black  liair  and  whiskers,  grey  eyes  and  a  long, 
narrow  face)  and  sixty  of  her  crew. 

Part  of  the  officers  were  forcibly  carried  off  and  probably  murdered.  She  is  a  black  ship  with  a 
yellow  streak,  American  sharp  built,  shows  sixteen  guns,  low  in  the  water,  and  sails  fast;  mast-head  and 
spars  painted  white. 

The  brig  was  called  the  Scipio,  and  was  carried  off  by  sixty  of  her  crew,  from  Margagues,  Porto 
Rico.     It  is  said  she  has  plundered  several  vessels  in  the  Mona  passage. 

Two  small  piratical  vessels,  sloop  rigged,  with  pivot  guns,  have  lately  plundered  the  brig  William 
Henry,  Captain  Lester,  at  the  Island  of  Mona,  where  it  is  stated  there  is  an  establishment  formed  by  the 
piratical  population  from  Porto  Rico,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  the  most  certain  means 
of  capturing  and  destroying  them  to  take  possession  of  and  destroy  all  the  boats  that  can  be  found  there, 
and  thus  cutting  off  their  retreat;  of  this  you  can  bctfiT  d( cido  when  you  get  there. 

It  is  said  they  are  well  armed,  and  supplied  witli  pn)\  isii.ns  and  ammunition.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  you  will  find  plunder  deposited  there;  there  is  gdud  anchorage  on  the  west  side. 

After  you  leave  St.  Domingo,  send  the  Weasel  to  Jamaica,  with  tlie  <'nclosc(l  letter  for  Commodore 
Sir  Edward  Owen;  from  thence  around  the  west  end  of  Cuba  to  ThompsdiTs  Island,  to  fill  up  your  provi- 
sions; run  down  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  touch  at  Campeacliy,  and  there  oiler  protection  and  convoy  to  our 
sels. 

After  executing  these  orders,  you  will  then  govern  yourself  by  No.  2,  herein  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  John  T.  Newto.v,  U.  S.  Brig  Spark. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  13,  1824. 

Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  Campeachy,  and  after  obeying  my  orders  No.  1  of  this  date,  you  will  proceed 
to  Alvarado,  Tampico,  and  La  Vera  Cruz,  at  one  of  wliieh  places  you  will  in  all  probability  find  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Shark,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  who  is  there  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  coiut 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  giving  conveyance  to  specie  to  this  country. 

You  will  open  a  correspondence  with  two  of  the  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  now  in 
Mexico,  Messrs.  Andrews  and  Crawford,  and  regulate  your  movements  so  as  to  receive  on  board  your 
vessel  such  sums  of  money  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico,  in  the  gulf,  as  they  may  designate;  the  money 
to  be  received  on  deck,  and  in  parcels  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  put  up  in  good,  substantial 
boxes,  barrels,  kegs  or  skins. 

The  money  received  from  them  is  not  to  include  any  other  than  what  belongs  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  except  on  the  usual  terms  of  freight.  All  consignments,  therefore,  to  the  bank,  and  not 
the  property  of  the  bank,  are  to  be  taken  on  the  terras  usually  given  by  merchants,  and  you  will  take 
the  British  rule  for  your  guide. 

When  you  shall  have  completed  your  freight,  you  will  repair  to  Thompson's  Island  fn-  further 
instructions.  It  is  presumed  that  you  will  not  find  it  necessary  to  remain  in  the  gulf  more  than  six 
weeks,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  send  a  vessel  to  relieve  you  about  the  1st  of  May  next. 

I  have  read  to  you  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  transportation 
of  treasures.  I  have  no  apprehension  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given;  it  is  therefore  need- 
less to  make  any  further  communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however,  that  none 
of  the  vessels  of  war  under  my  command  must,  on  any  account  whatever,  aud  under  any  inducement,  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You  can  carry  the  treasure  of  our  citizens  from  one 
port  or  place  to  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to  the  United  States,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  public 
advertisements  must  appear;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you  may  visit, 
make  frank  acknowledgments  of  the  motives  which  brought  you  there.  Let  all  your  transactions  in  this 
respect  be  open  and  not  liable  to  misapprehension.  Nothing  whatever  in  the  shape  of  clandestine  ship- 
ments must  be  countenanced. 

For  the  information  of  the  government  you  will,  on  joining  me,  report  to  nic  the  amount  of  treasures 
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on  board  your  vessel,  where  taken  from,  where  destined,  and  the  circumstances,  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  you  have  taken  them. 

Should  I  leave  Thompson's  Island  before  your  arrival  there,  I  shall  leave  orders  for  yon.  Should 
I  send  one  of  the  small  schooners  to  assist  in  the  performance  of  your  duties,  you  will  enjoin  on  her 
commander  the  precautions  to  be  observed  in  taking-  on  board  specie. 

During  your  stay  in  the  gulf,  as  well  as  on  your  passage  out  and  home,  you  will  seek  every  occasion 
to  give  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  profitable  voyage,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signccl)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Coia.  Jxo.  T.  Newton,  U.  S.  Brig  SjMrk. 


Washingtox,  July  12,   1824. 
Sir:  Understanding,  from  information  communicated  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  the 
brig  Spark,  under  your  command,  has  arrived  at  the  quarantine  ground.  New  York,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  have  her  got  in  readiness  for  sea  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  it  is  hoped  slie  will  be  ready  to 
sail  about  the  middle  of  August. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  Jxo.  T.  Newtox. 


U.  S.  Ship  Joiix  Ad.ajis,  Ajyril  27,  1824. 
Sir:  After  landing  what  money  you  may  have  on  board  for  Havana,  you  will  proceed  to  New  York, 
with  such  as  you  may  have  in  for  the  United  States,  and  as  soon  after  the  delivery  of  the  same  as  pos- 
sible, you  will  return  to  Thompson's  Island,  touching  on  your  way  at  St.  Barts,  St.  Thomas  and  Matanzas. 
Should  you  find  no  unliTs  here,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  act  in  conformit}'  with  the 
course  prescribed  to  yon  in  my  letter  of  January  13,  1824,  No.  2. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '    ,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  Jxo.  T.  Newtox. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  AUenfo)i,  April  12,  1823. 
Sir:  The  two  scliooncrs,  the  Terrier  and  Ferret,  are  to  be  got  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
soon  as  Captain  Cassin  returns  from  his  cruise,  you  will  proceed  with  them  to  Cape  Antonio,  and  remain 
the  neighbiirliood  of  that  place,  until  a  renewal  of  your  supplies  makes  your  return  here  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  it.  Rose,  U.  S.  Nacy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  May  4,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  two  schooners,  and  give  convoy  as  far  as  the  Double  Headed 
Shot  Keys,  if  necessary,  thence  to  Key  Sal,  then  across  to  the  keys  to  the  windward  of  Point  Yeacos, 
down  the  coast  of  Cuba  to  Cape  Antonio,  around  to  Trinidada,  on  the  south  side,  and  if  your  provisions 
will  hold  out,  and  there  should  be  no  necessity  for  your  continuance  in  that  neighborhood,  you  will  make 
the  circuit  of  Cuba,  returning  to  Thompson's  Island  by  the  way  of  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama,  giving 
every  suspicious  place  a  thorough  examination. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  M.  Rose. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  R.  M.  Rose: 

There  has  been  a  report  of  ]iiracy  at  or  near  Keytaca.  Captain  Rose  will  proceed  there  and  ascertain 
the  grounds  of  tlio  icjioit,  taking  with  liini  the  Midge,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Boughen,  and 
act  according  to  circuiiisiaiu-cs. 

It  will  be  desirable  to  proceed  tii-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  early,  and  to  work  up  inside  the  reef. 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Sea  Gull,  Port  Rodgers,  June  18,  1823. 
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Sea  Gull  Allenton,  July  1,   1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana,  land  the  two  Spaniards,  deliver  to  the  captain  general  the  accom- 
panying package,  and  offer  to  bring  over  any  claimant  of  the  detained  property  who  may  wish  to  come. 
You  will  place  the  letter  bag  of  the  Terrier  in  the  counting-house  of  Messrs.  Castillo,  Black,  &  Co., 
informing  them  you  will  leave  there,  for  the  United  States,  on  the  15th  of  July. 

You  will  there  offer  convoy;  proceed  to  Matanzas,  leave  a  letter  bag  with  Messrs.  Latting  &  Co., 
informing  them  you  will  sail  on  the  12th. 

You  will  offer  convoy  from  Matanzas;  take  in  specie;  return  to  Havana;  take  in  specie  from  there, 
and  return  here  for  further  orders,  leaving  Havana  on  the  15th  of  July. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  R.  M.  Rose. 


[Extract.] 

Se.\  Gull,  Port  Bodgers,  July  13,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  prepare  the  Weasel  for  a  cruise,  with  all  dispatch. 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Beverly  Kenxox. 


Se.v  Gull,  Port  Rodgers,  July  19,  1823. 
Sir:  When  the  Weasel  shall  be  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  for  two  weeks  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba,  between  Havana  and  Cape  Antonio,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  you  will  return  to  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  B.  Kexnox. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  July  25,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commandant  Ritchie,  wha  is  cruising  off  Havana,  to  place  himself 
and  vessel  under  your  command. 

You  can  exercise  your  own  discretion,  whether  to  cruise  to  leeward  or  to  windward  of  Havana. 
It  is  my  intention  to  send  you  home,  and  that  you  shall  leave  Havana  for  this  place  on  the  15th  of 
August.     You  can,  therefore,  leave  a  letter  bag  with  Messrs.  Castillo,  Black  &  Co.,  calling  for  it  on  your 
return  from  your  cruise,  and  taking  on  board  specie,  if  any  offers,  for  the  United  States,  at  2|  per  cent, 
freight. 

From  Havana,  you  will  proceed  here  for  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  B.  Kexnox. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Bodgi'rs,  Augud  14,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Washington  city  with  the  United  States  schooner  AVeasel,  reporting  her 
arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  such  changes  in  the  ofiScers  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
to  fill  up  the  crew — those  being  the  objects  of  sending  her  home.  When  the  necessary  changes  have 
been  completed,  she  is  to  return  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Crooked  Island,  or  Caucus  passages,  running 
down  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama,  touching  at  Baracoa  and  Matanzas,  showing  yourself  off  Havana, 
and  giving  the"whole  coast  a  thorough  examination. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should  take  place  in  the  United  States,  as  the 
services  of  the  Weasel  will  be  wanted,  and  any  delay  will  prevent  my  carrying  into  effect  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  periodical  sailing  of  vessels  from  here. 

I  should  presume  that  the  vessel  might  leave  the  United  States  to  return  to  her  station,  in  one  week 
from  the  time  of  her  arrival;  and,  if  you  leave  her,  whoever  may  be  your  successor,  I  wish  you  to  impress 
this  on  his  mind,  giving  him  a  copy  of  this  order. 

In  case  you  resign  the  command,  there  is  no  absolute  necessitj',  should  any  difficulty  occur,  in  send- 
ing a  commander  in  her,  as  Mr.  Randolph  can  bring  her  out,  and  the  command  can  then  be  given  to  one 
of  the  old  lieutenants  on  the  station,  some  of  whom  are  entitled  to  her. 

With  the  assurance  that  it  will  ever  afford  me  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  you  on  duty,  please  to 
accept  my  best  wishes  for  a   speedy  and  pleasant  passage,  and  a  happy  sight  of  your  friends' 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  Beverly  Kexnox. 
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Ka\'y  Department,  December  7,  1822. 
Sir:  Soon  as  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus  shall  be  completely  equipped  for  sea,   proceed 
direct  to  the  Havana,  and  resume  your  former  cruise  about  the  Island  of  Cuba,  for  the  suppression  of 
piracies,  under  your  former  instructions.     John  Warner,  Esq.,  consul  for  the  port  of  Havana,  has  permis- 
sion to  embark  on  board,  to  be  landed  at  Havana. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Lt.  Com.  F.  H.  Gkegory,  commanding  U.  S.  Sc-hooner  Grampus,  New  York: 


U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  May  6,  1823. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  you  receive  this,  you  will  repair  to  this  place,  where  the  services  of  the  Grampus 
niucli  wantini;-. 

Very  respcctfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '    '  I).  PORTER. 

Lt.  Com.  F.  II.  Gr.EfiORY. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  June  13,  1823. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  Grampus  shall  bo  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  Matanzas,  taking  with  you 
the  barge  Gnat,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  our  commerce  there  all  the  protection  in  your  power  against 
piracy,  until  you  are  relieved. 

It  will  be  well  to  visit  occasionally  the  by  places  between  Point  Eycaco,  Cayo  Blanco,  and  Havana, 
if  you  can  do  so  without  leaving  our  merchant  vessels  unprotected. 

You  will  be  governed  in  the  performance  of  your  duties  by  my  general  instructions  of  the  26th  of 
February. 

Very  respectful! v,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "    ■  D.  PORTER. 

Lt.  Com.  F.  II.  Gregory. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  Gregory  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  Tliompson's  Island,  July  3,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  vessel  sailed  from  the  Balize,  on  the  24th  of  April, 
with  a  convoy  for  Tabasco,  where  she  arrived  on  the  1st  of  May.  Sailed  thence  again  on  the  6th,  with 
convoy,  towards  Vera  Cruz;  parted  with  the  convoy  on  the  9th,  and  arrived  at  Campeachy  on  the  13th, 
whore  I  received  information  of  several  piracies  committed  upon  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  ami  thiit  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  from  Cape  Catoche  to  Lagona,  was  then  infested  by  several 
ganiis  111'  pilules,  who  had  been  guilty  of  every  atrocity  imaginable.  Finding  there  were  a  very  con- 
sideiiililc  liuinlicr  of  merchant  ships  at  the  several  ports  upon  that  coast,  unprotected,  and  others  arriving 
almost  ilaily,  1  Cdiitinued  tliercabouts  until  the  25th  of  June,  scouring  the  coast  up  and  down;  and, 
occasionally,  when  any  inlormatinn  was  had  which  oifered  the  least  chance  of  detecting  those  villains, 
the  boats  were  eiiiplnycd,  and  sdiiictimes  were  sent  along  the  coast  twenty  and  thirty  leagues  from  the 
vessel.  On  the  22d  of  ^lay,  1  cliased  a  schooner  ashore  to  windward  of  Sisal,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
was  a  pirate,  from  his  aiipcaraiiic  and  conduct;  as  it  was  in  the  night,  and  upon  a  part  of  the  coast 
where  I  was  not  sulliiirntly  acquaiiitt'd,  and  blowing  fresh  upon  the  shore,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
completing  his  destruction.  On  the  llth  of  June,  I  seized  a  suspicious  vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Cam- 
]ieachy,  and  resigned  her  to  the  authorities  there,  on  that  account.  This  last  vessel  had  just  come  from 
New  Malaga,  or  Vigia  de  Cliiguila,  a  little  to  the  windward  of  Cape  Catoche,  where  the  pirates  have  a 
very  considcralih^  estalilishment,  and  came  down  to  Campeachy  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  stores  for  a 
vessel  then  iircpariiit;  lor  a  cruise.  Two  seamen,  who  had  been  held  as  prisoners  at  New  Malaga,  in- 
formed me  that  this  -aiig  were  sometimes  a  hundred  and  upwards  in  number;  that  they  held  possession 
of  a  small  fort,  having  two  twenty-four  pounders;  and  that  an  officer,  named  MoUa,  who  had  been  placed 
there  by  tlie  government,  had  joined  them.  This  was  oirroborated  by  the  authorities  of  Canipcachy,  who 
requested  me  to  land  and  destroy  the  i)larc.  Tlie  jiirates  issue  from  their  post  in  barges,  small  vessels, 
and  in  canoes,  hnvrr  along  the  shores,  enter  the  harbors,  murdor  and  destroy  almost  all  that  fall  in  their 
]iower.  On  the  2d  of  .lunr,  the  American  schooner  Shilili<ilit,  Captain  Perry,  of  New  York,  being  then 
ready  foi-  sea,  was  lio.irdnl  by  a  canoe,  having  fonrtrcu  of  those  villains  on  board;  the  watch  was 
instantly  mnrdciid,  eight  others  of  the  crew  were  put  in  the  forecastle,  the  hatch  spiked  down,  a  ton  or 
more  of  logwood  jiut  over  it,  the  head  sails  set,  the  wind  off  shore,  and  fire  put  to  the  vessel  in  the  cabin. 
By  the  most  extraordinary  exertions,  these  men  broke  out  in  time  to  save  their  lives.  I  arrived  while 
the  vessel  was  burning  down.  The  same  canoe  then  proceeded  to  windward,  and  two  days  afterwards 
took  the  schooner  Augustus  and  John,  off  Sisal,  and  burnt  her,  having  turned  the  crew  adrift  in  a  small 
boat,  with  every  probability  of  their  perishing.  The  people  of  the  country  were  much  exasperated,  and 
turned  out  to  hunt  them  from  their  shores. 

A  party  of  dragoons  having  met  them,  a  skirmish  ensued,  wherein  the  captain  of  dragoons,  and 
several  of  his  men,  were  killed,  and  tiio  pirates,  taking  to  their  boats,  escaped.  One  of  the  seamen  I 
mentioned  as  having  been  amongst  them,  stated  that  he  belonged  to  an  English  schooner  from  New 
Provi(l<'n<-e,  called  the  Flyer;  that  thi'  crew,  wilh  the  e.xeoplion  of  himself,  were  instantly  butchered.  He 
was  detained    l.y  them    al.out    two   months,  daring  which   time   they  had  captured   nine" vessels,  some  of 
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which  were  broiig-ht  in,  but  tlie  principal  part  destroyed;  and,  in  some  instances,  he  was  certain  that  the 
whole  crews  were  murdered.  When  he  left  the  place,  (about  twenty  days  since,)  they  had  a  Guineaman, 
with  two  hundred  slaves,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ivory;  two  small  schooners,  Americans.  And  an 
English  cutter  informed  me  that  the  pirates  liad  a  rtiroet  and  uiiintorrnptcd  intercourse  with  Havana,  by 
means  of  small  coasting  vessels  that  ran  regularly  tn  the  prnts  on  tlie  cinist,  ami  always  touched  at  New 
Malaga.     Frequently,  some  of  them  would  go  up  tn  the  Havana,  ami  iiih(is  of  tlic  gang  c:jme  down. 

Tiiat  this  infernal  horde  of  villains  have  establisliod  themselves  at  New  ^lalaga,  I  have  nc.)  doubt; 
and,  from  the  information  given  me  by  men  of  the  lirst  respectability  at  Campeach'y,  Sisal,  and  other 
places  on  the  coast,  I  believe  the  pirates  have  been  guilty  of  all  the  acts  as  herein  stated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  GREGORY,  Lieut.  Com.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Com.  D.vviD  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  India  Station. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  July  4,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  or  near  Key  Vacas,  in  search  of  an  armed  schooner  called  the  Centilla,  and 
sailing  under  the  Colombian  flag,  which  has  lately  captured  and  sent  to  that  place  several  Spanish  vessels, 
which  have  been  perfectly  wrecked  there,  and  the  cargoes  sold. 

On  meeting  said  vessel,  you  will  require  her  commander  to  come  with  her  to  this  place,  and,  should 
he  refuse  to  do  so,  you  will  take  possession  of  her,  and  bring  her  in.  The  captain  of  the  Centilla  claims 
for  her  the  character  of  a  national  vessel.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  no  violence  should  be  used,  if  it 
is  possible  to  avoid  it,  as  I  can  have  no  disposition  or  wish  to  offer  any  insult  whatever  to  the  officers  or 
flag  of  any  natinn  in  amity  with  the  United  States.  But  as  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Centilla  has  bcin  such  as  to  produce  doubts  as  to  her  real  character,  and  as  they  have  disregarded  and 
violated  the  nontral  cliaiarter  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and,  by  the  wrecking  on  our  coast,  and  sell- 
ing of  prizes  before  condemnation,  comnutted  piracy,  the  flag  of  Colombia  must  not  protect  them.  The 
Centilla  must  be  brought  in  here,  and  such  of  her  crew  and  prizes  as  you  may  fall  in  with. 

Force  is  only  to  be  used  in  the  last  resort,  and  when  every  other  means  have  failed.  But,  if  neces- 
sary, it  must  be  used  until  she  submit. 

Lieut.  Rodgers,  of  the  marines,  can  give  you  any  information  respecting  her;  and,  if  you  learn  frcmi 
him  that  she  has  left  the  coast,  you  will  return  to  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Lieut.  Com.  F.  II.  Gregory,  commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 


Port  Rodgers,  Tliompson^s  Island,  September  16,  1823. 

Sir:  On  your  arrival  here,  you  will  set  all  the  carpenters  you  can  muster  at  work  on  the  house 
building  for  the  marine  officers;  you  will  take  the  brig,  fitting  for  an  hospital,  and  moor  her  carefully  and 
securely  at  the  upper  part,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor. 

You  will  use,  for  this  purpose,  one  of  the  chain  cables  and  anchors  on  shore,  (she  has  a  chain  and 
anchor  on  board,)  after  which,  you  will  please  to  finish  her  by  laying  her  berth  deck  and  laying  a  tier  of 
cribs  above  and  below  on  each  side  amidships,  and  finishing  off  with  rough  hoards  a  snug  cabin  for  the 
commander  and  surgeon,  and  closing  her  in  all  around  on  the  outside  with  the  same,  leaving  sufficient 
openings  for  ventilators,  and  for  hoisting  things  in  by  fore  and  main  yards;  then  all  the  new  work  must 
be  whitewashed. 

The  hull  of  the  brig  is  to  be  painted  pretty  much  as  it  is  now;  this  will  take  you  about  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks. 

The  barges  are,  however,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  hauled  up  and  carefully  housed,  and  Mr.  Piatt  is  to 
take  care  of  all  the  bargemen,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  when  he  will  join  her,  with  all  of  his  officers 
and  men. 

After  you  have  performed  these  duties,  you  will  proceed  to  Campeachy,  La  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  for  six  weeks  or  two  months,  and  receive  on  board  all  moneys  which 
may  offer  you,  the  destination  of  which  is  to  the  United  States.  You  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  with  it, 
where  you  will  report  to  mo  at  Washington. 

You  will  touch  at  this  place  on  your  way  homo,  as  there  is  a  possibility  of  my  being  here  again  bj^ 
that  time. 

While  you  are  here  let  your  surgeons  give  all  the  aid  in  their  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.   PORTER. 

Lieut.  Conuuandant  F.  II.  Gregory. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Tliompson's  Island,  January  28,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  along  the  Colorados  reef  in  search  of  the  two  barges,  Gallinipper  and 
Biabletta,  as  far  as  Cape  Antonio,  and  should  you  meet  them  you  will  deliver  to  the  officer  in  command 
of  them  the  enclosed  orders  for  their  return  to  this  place,  after  which  you  will  return  to  ^Ntatanzas,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to  our  commerce  there,  in  coiif'oiinity  with  my  former  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  "  J).  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  McKeever. 
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Washington-,  August  11,  1824. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  United  States  steam  galliot  Sea  CluU  shall  have  completed  her  repairs,  and  be  in 
every  respect  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed'with  her  to  New  York,  there  to  wait  ray  farther  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Is.vac  McKeever,  New  York. 


Washington,  October  20,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  galliot  Sea  Gull,  under  your  command,  as  speedily  as 
possible  to  Matanaas,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  there,  and  thence  to  Thompson's  Island,  where 
you  will  report  yourself  to  the  senior  officer  on  the  station  for  further  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  •  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  McKeever. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompsoyi's  Island,  January  5,  1825. 
Sir:  You  will  leave  Lieutenant  Bell  in  charge  of  the  duties  which  have  been  assigned  to  you,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Matanzas,  with  the  two  small  schooners  and  the  barges,  and  you  will  proceed  with 
the  Sea  Gull  to  this  place,  touching  at  Havana. 

You  will  please  to  bring  with  you  all  the  letters  and  newspapers  for  myself  and  the  officers  here; 
and  if  Col.  John  Mifflin,  of  this  place,  and  now  at  Havana,  should  wish  to  come  over  with  you,  I  will 
thank  you  to  give  him  a  passage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "  D.  RORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  I.  McKeever. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  13,  1824. 
Sir:  On  receiving  your  provisions  and  water  at  Thompson's  Island,  after  )iartin,--  with  the  Spark, 
you  will  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  running  down  the  coast  from  (';i|ic  Catochc  to  Campeachy; 
look  in  at  Campeachy;  then  proceed  to  Alvarado,  La  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tampioi,  at  unc  df  which  places  you 
will  find  the  United  States  brig  Spark,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Newton,  who  will  be  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  protection  to  our  commerce,  and  the  conveyance  of  specie  to  the  United  States. 

If  it  is  found  that  you  can  be  advantageously  employed  in  these  duties,  Lieut.  Commandant  Newton 
will  be  instructed  to  employ  you  there,  and  if  not  to  send  you  back  to  Thompson's  Island. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Lieut.  Commandant  John  P.  Zantzinger,  United  States  Schooner  Weasel. 


Washington,  July  13,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  j'our  communication  of  the  12th,  which  is  satisfactory.     There  is  an  absolute 
necessity   for   your  return    to    the  West   Indies    immediately.      Your    orders   will    therefore   be  issued 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  John  P.  Zantzinger. 


Washikgton,  July  14,  1824. 

Sir:  YdU  will  proceed  to  tin;  West  Indies,  touching  at  St.  Bartholomew,  St.  Thomas,  and  running 
down  tlic  snnth  side  of  Porto  Rico  and  Culia,  touching,  if  necessary,  at  Jamaica,  examining  for  pirates, 
and  offering  convoy  and  protection  t<>  the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  according  to  my  general 
instructions. 

You  will  then  proceed  around  Cape  Antonio  to  Thompson's  Island,  where  you  will  till  up  your  provi- 
sions, anil  ])rocccd  thence  to  the  port  of  Havana,  and  oflFer  convoy  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  running  down 
the  coast  of  Yucatan,  touching  at  Campeachy,  Alvarado,  La  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  giving  all  the  pro- 
tection in  your  power  to  our  commerce. 

If,  in  the  course  of  your  cruise  our  citizens  should  wish  specie  carried  from  one  port  or  place  to 
another,  you  can  take  it  on  board  under  the  restrictions  formerly  laid  down  to  you,  and  on  your  arrival 
in  the  gulf,  if  there  should  be  any  considerable  quantity  to  be  taken  to  New  Orleans,  you  can  proceed 
there  with  it  under  like  instructions.  If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  tlie  merchants  at  New  Orleans,  or 
the  comiuaiidiiig  naval  officer,  tliat  the  Weasel  can  be  usefully  employed  between  Tampico  and  that  port, 
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you  can  remain  thero  six  months,  reporting  to  me  from  time  to  time;  but  if  not,   j'ou  will  return  with 
specie  to  the  United  States,  touching-  at  Havana  and  Thompson's  Island  for  orders. 

In  the  whole  of  your  cruise,  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  main  object,  the  protection  of  the  property  and 
persons  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Connnandant  Jxo.  P.  Zantzi.vger. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Rodgen^,  Augud  10,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  U.  S.  brig  Spark,  under  your  command,  off  Havana,  where  you  will 
offer  convoy,  and  after  the  vessels  shall  be  well  off  from  the  land,  you  will  run  down,  examining  the  coast 
to  Cape  Antonio;  thence  around  the  south  side  of  Cuba  to  the  Isle  of  Piues  and  Trinidad,  where  you  will 
offer  pr(it<>ctii>ii  and  convoy. 

Sli.iulil  iliiic  be  information  of  pirates  in  that  neighborhood  that  will,  in  your  opinion,  make  your 
sta_y  tlu'ir  ncicssury,  you  will  continue  to  cruise  about  there  for  a  reasonable  length  of  time;  you  then 
will  ]>iiicced  III  windward,  examining  the  coast  to  Cape  Cruz,  where  it  is  probable  there  are  pirates,  of 
which  Lieut.  Com.  Kearney  will  give  you  particular  information.  These  you  will  endeavor  to  capture 
and  i)ut  to  rout,  giving  the  place  a  tiwrcjugh  examination. 

From  Cape  Cruz  proceed  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  there  offer  protectiim  and  convoy,  remaining  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  place  as  long  as  in  your  judgment  ynir  prcsiiiri'  may  be  riMjuiici'i. 

From  thence  continue  your  cruise  to  the  east,  aniund  fapc  May/.i,  tlicm-i' down  tiic  north  coast  to 
Baracoa,  there  offering  protection  and  convoy,  and  exercising  your  judgment  as  to  the  period  of  your 
stay  about  there. 

Continue  to  examine  the  coast  from  thence  down  to  Matanzas,  through  the  Old  Straits.  At  Matanzas 
you  will,  if  necessary,  fill  up  your  water  and  offer  convoy;  then  proceed  off  Havana,  offer  convoy,  and 
return  to  this  place. 

Throughout  your  course  you  will  endeavor  by  every  means  in  your  power  to  preserve  the  health  of 
your  crew,  by  avoiding  infected  places,  by  great  attention  to  their  comfort  and  cleanliness,  and  by  pre- 
venting unnecessary  exposure. 

The  object  of  the  course  being  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade,  reference,  as  your  guide 
in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  is  to  be  had  to  my  general  instructions,  of  the  26th  February  last. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  R.  Shubrick,  Brig  Spark. 


Washington,  October  29,  1823. 

Sir:  When  you  shall  have  performed  the  duties  required  of  you  by  my  instructions  of  the ,  you 

will  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  running  down  toward  Campeachy,  thence  to  La  Vera  Cruz  and 
Tampico,  giving  such  protection  as  may  be  in  your  power  to  the  commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  against  unlawful  interruptions. 

Sliould  merchants  and  otiiers  have  specie  to  transport  to  the  United  States,  you  will  take  it  on  board, 
proceed  t(j  tlie  j)ort  most  convenient  for  their  purpose,  touching  on  your  way  at  Thompson's  Island, 
Havana,  and  Matanzas,  for  orders;  and,  in  the  event  of  not  receiving  any,  you  will,  after  landing  your 
specie,  return  to  Matanzas  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  receive  my  further  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  R.  Shubrick,  Brig  Spark. 


Washington,  Augud  11,  1824. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  U.  S.  schooner  Ferret  shall  be  in  every  respect  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to 
the  West  Indies,  running  down  through  the  islands,  to  ascertain  whether  our  commerce  requires  protec- 
tion; and  if,  in  the  course  of  your  route,  you  should  find  protection  necessary,  you  will  afford  it  as  far  as 
your  means  will  allow,  governing  yourself  strictly  in  this  respect  by  the  general  cruising  instructions, 
and  the  orders  of  your  predecessor. 

You  will  run  down  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  touching  at  St.  Jago  and  Trinidad,  examining  the  inter- 
mediate places,  and  then  go  round  Cape  Antonio,  to  Thompson's  Island,  where  you  will  report  to  the 
senior  officer  there  for  further  instructions. 

At  every  place  you  touch,  offer  your  vessel  for  convoy  and  protection. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  H.  Bell. 


Washington,  August  12,  1824. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  United  States  schooner  Ferret,  under  your  command,  shall  be  ready  for  sea,  you 
will  repair  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  report  yourself  to  the  commanding  officer  there  for  further  duty. 
On  your  way  to  the  island,  you  will  touch  at  Matanzas,  and  afford  such  protection  to  our  commerce  there 
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as  may  be  necessary.  In  tlie  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade,  in  tlic  iiintcctii.n  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  in  your  intercourse  with  riir.i-n  ullii(>rs,  you  will  be 
governed  by  my  general  cruising-  instructions  and  other  orders,  which  you  will  rerciNc  IVoni  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Farragut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  I).  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  H.  Bell. 


U.  S.  Snip  Joiix  Adams,  Thompmn's  I:<la)ul,  January  5,  1825. 
Sir:  With  the  two  schooners  Ferret  and  Terrier,  and  the   barges   Musquito  and  Diabletta,  you  will 
take  charge  of  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  Matanzas,  and  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, until  further  orders.     My  general  instructions  of  the  182      will  be  your  guide  in  all  cases 
where  they  can  be  applied. 

You  will  call  on  Lating,  Adams  &  Co.  for   such  occasional   and   iudispeusablo   supiilies   as  may  be 
required  for  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Bell. 


[Extract.] 

Wasiuxcton-,  December  21,  1822. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  with  the  eight  schooners  purchased  for  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  commandant  of  the  Navy  yard,  to  be  manned  and  equipped. 

As  I  have  explained  to  you  my  ideas,  generally,  as  to  the  manner  of  equipping  these  vessels,  I  shall 
refer  Captain  Warrington  to  yoij  for  information,  time  not  allowing  of  my  going  into  detail.  They  will 
each  have  on  board  three  lieutenants,  three  midshipmen,  a  surgeon's  mate,  and  twenty-four  petty  officers, 
seamen  and  marines,  and  boys;  therefore,  accommodation  must  be  procured  for  that  number. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieutenant  J.  Newell,  U.  S.  Xavij. 


Norfolk,  February  8,  1823. 

Sir:  When  the  two  schooners  of  which  you  have  the  charge  shall  be  prepared,  with  the  barges,  &c., 
you  will  proceed  with  them  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  there  land  their  cargoes,  after  which  you  will 
place  the  barges  in  a  condition  for  service,  and  await  my  arrival.  The  schooner  hired  bj^  the  month  you 
will  keep  with  you,  the  other  you  will  discharge  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  landing  the  materials  for  building,  you  will  consult,  as  far  as  practicable,  our  ultimate  conveni- 
ence. Midshi]inian  Morehcad,  who  will  go  out  with  you,  has  been  some  time  on  the  island,  and  can  give 
you  much  useful  iiirnriniitiiiii  relative  thereto. 

The  circuitous  route  wliieli  1  shall  take  with  the  squadron  will  prevent,  in  all  probability,  my  arriving 
so  soon  as  yourself.  You  will  therefore  have  an  opportunity  of  making  yourself  well  acquainted  with 
the  harbor  and  navigation;  and  you  will  please  to  place  buoys,  of  casks,  to  point  out  tiie  deepest  water-, 
keeping  a  look-out  for  me  in  the  offing,  in  order  that  you  may  give  me  your  aid  in  taking  the  vessels  to 
the  best  anchorage. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Thos.  Newell. 


United  States  Ship  Peacock,  AUenton,  April  10,  1823. 
Sir:  So  sihui  as  the  sclnionor  ^fary,  now  called  the  Trap,  shall  be  ready  for  sea  with  her  provisions 
and  stores,  you  will  take  oii  board  a  detacliment  of  marines,  and  stretch  over  to  the  coast  of  Cuba,  throw- 
ing yourself  in  the  way  of  u\>i-n  boats  from  the  shore,  and  making  your  way  slowly  down  toward  Cape 
Antonio,  where  I  shall  expect  to  liiid  you  after  1  have  visited,  «itli  the  steam  vessel  and  harges,  the  coast 
to  windward  of  Matanzas. 

There  is  anchorage  under  the  lee  of  the  cape,  and  at  Cape  Conautas;  and  as  I  shall  depend  on  you 
for  my  provisions  and  coal,  it  will  be  best  for  you  to  anchor  at  one  of  those  iilaces;  but  be  carefui  to 
guard  against  a  surprise,  and  also  to  conceal  your  force. 

Accompanying  this,  yon  will  receive  a  set  of  general  instructions  for  your  government. 
Very  respectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Tuos.  Newell,  U.  S.  Srltooner  Trap. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Ilodger.%  June  12,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  schooner  Ferret  under  your  conunand,  to  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  to 
give  protection  to  our  commerce  in  that  quarter;   and  when  your  provisions  shall   have  been  expended, 
you  will  return  to  this  place. 
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It  is  my  intention  to  send  you  to  the  United  States,  soon  after  your  return;  you  can  therefore  take 
on  board  any  sum  of  money  which  merchants  may  have  to  ship,  and  on  sucli  terms  of  freight  as  you  can 
agree  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  '  »  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  T.  M.  Newell. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  Newell  to  Commodore  Porter. 

United  States  Schooner  Fereet,  Thompson's  Island,  June  25,  1823. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  I  left  this  place  on  the  14th  inst,  on  a  cruise  to  Trinidad, 
on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  in  company  with  the  Beagle,  Captain  Newton.  On  the  second  day  we 
parted  company,  and  on  the  third  day  I  made  the  Havana,  (on  my  way  to  Matanzas;)  from  thence 
I  commenced  a  diligent  search  in  all  the  by  ports  and  bays.  On  Tuesday  sent  my  boat  into  Canised, 
and  obtained  information  that  some  pirates  were  still  lurking  about  the  coast.  During  that  night  I 
kept  close  in  with  the  land,  and  on  Wednesday  at  10  A.  M.  discovered  an  armed  barge,  with  sixteen 
oars,  and  well  manned,  in  a  small  bay,  called  Bacuna  Yeauga.  I  immediately  sent  Lieutenant  Doming, 
with  five  men,  the  most  my  boat  could  carry,  to  examine  all  the  boats,  there  being  seven  in  number. 
He  approached  within  fifty  yards  of  the  barge,  when  the  crew  showed  their  character  by  opening  a 
fire  on  him  with  musketry  and  blunderbusses,  which,  fortunately,  did  no  other  damage  than  nearly 
to  sink  the  boat,  she  having  received  a  ball  at  the  water  oige.  Five  other  ones  were  found  in  the  boat, 
which,  being  nearly  spent,  had  struck  the  water,  and  innocently  jumped  into  her.  My  boat,  at  no 
time  suitable  for  the  transportation  of  men,  and  now  rendered  useless,  induced  iwc  td  taJic  pussrssion 
of  a  small  coaster  that  was  near,  and  manned  her  with  fifteen  men,  and  ;it  thai  time  iiitinilcil  to  stiuid  in, 
if  possible,  with  the  Ferret,  in  order  to  cover  the  men  while  they  to()k  [Mississiun  df  the  liar^c,  which 
then  had  the  American  colois,  union  down;  but,  on  approaching,  found  that  the  channel  would  not  admit 
of  my  entering.  It  then  Mewing  very  hard,  and  a  heavy  sea  on,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  recall  the  coaster, 
which  had  like  to  ha\c  ^-etlen  asiiore:  for,  had  that  catastrophe  occurred,  I  question  much  whether  the 
pirates  would  have  had  the  gratification  of  liutclicring  them,  as  they  certainly  would  have  been  drowned. 
■The  sea  was  then  breaking  with  great  violence  ever  the  reef  that  covered  the  bay.  I  was  then  compelled 
to  resort  to  making  tacks,  close  iu  with  the  reef,  and  giving  them  long  torn,  with  round  and  grape,  in 
hopes  to  destroy  the  boats — as  to  killing  any  el'  them  it  was  impossible:  for,  on  the  approach  of  the 
Ferret,  they  would  comidetely  secure  thcnisehcs  lieliind  tlie  mcks  and  trees,  which  hung  all  around  the 
iharbor;  but  this  I  was  frustrated  in,  by  the  cneinieus  reughiiews  ef  the  sea;  and,  the  wind  being  on  shore, 
prevented  me  from  taking  any  position  from  which  I  coukl  annoy  them  much.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
do  anything  with  the  means  then  in  my  power,  I  stood  out  to  sea,  in  hopes  to  fall  in  with  some  vessel 
from  which  I  could  get  a  suitable  boat,  (but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  it  was  not  until  next  morning  that 
my  wishes  were  obtained,)  and,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to  ]iush  to  Matanzas,  to  concert  a  plan  with 
the  governor,  by  which  the  pirates,  as  well  as  their  boats,  may  he  taken.  I,  however,  obtained  a  boat 
from  an  English  vessel,  and  immediately  bore  up  for  the  same  place,  which  was  then  but  a  short  distance 
off.  I  had  not  run  but  a  short  time,  when  I  discovered  a  Spanish  brig  of  war  lying  to,  oiF  the  bay,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Matae.  On  the  report  being  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Matanzas,  that  one  of  the  United 
States  schooners  was  engaged  with  the  pirates,  he  dispatched  this  brig,  and  at  the  same  time  took  with 
him  a  land  force,  and  had  cruised  tliere  a  few  minutes  before  me,  and  had  taken  possession  of  a  small 
schooner  boat  the  pirates  had  aliandened,  and  which  lay  on  the  beach.  I  sent  in  my  boat  after  he  had 
left,  and  ordered  a  search,  when  two  ef  the  boats  I  had  seen  the  day  I  attacked  them,  were  found,  well 
sunk,  up  a  lagoon,  which,  npeu  fortiier  examination,  extended  several  miles  into  the  island,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  large  barge  is  now  at  the  head  of  it;  Imt,  not  being  prepared  with  boats,  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  send  my  boats  out  from  the  Ferret.  The  two  iMiaLs  1  have  brought  over,  and  shall 
await  your  orders  relative  thereto. 

On  my  arrival  at  Matanzas,  I  found  my  mainmast  very  dangerously  sprung,  which  has  made  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  return  here,  but  not  until  I  had  given  convoy  to  eight  of  our  merchantmen  from  Matanzas 
and  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullj',  you  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  NEWELL. 

Com.  David  Porter,  Commander  of  the  United  States  Naval  Forces,  West  India  Station. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  July  13,  1823. 
Sir:  After  landin.g  the  persons,  vou  will  run  down  tlic  coast  to  Artigasa  to  search  for  some  cannon 
and  ball  left  tliere  by  a  pirate,  which'  you  will  take  on  boar.l  if  you  find  them. 

You  will  then  look  in  at  Cayo  Blanco,  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  Cohjrados,  and  return  to  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Thomas  M.  Newell. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  Neirell  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Ferret,  Port  Bodgers,  July  23,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reinu't  to  you  that,  after  delivering  the  pirates  at  Havana,  I  cruised  down 
the  coast  of  Cuba  to  the  windward,  as  far  as  Cayo  Blanco,  and  examined  every  creek  and  harbor.     After 
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searching  and  diving  for  sometime  at  Artigos,  (a  small  hidden  river,)  I  found  the  guns  you  alluded  to  in 
your  instructions;  also,  a  new  gun  carriage,  calculated  for  a  twenty-four  pounder,  was  taken  from  the 
mangroves,  where  the  pirates  had  carefully  hidden  it.  My  vessel  being  so  much  lumbered  up,  I  could 
not  bring  it;  I  therefore  cut  it  up,  and  saved  the  irons;  the  guns  taken  are  five  in  number — one  long  six- 
pounder,  one  short  six-pounder,  one  nine-pounder  carronade,  and  two  long  threes;  the  latter  well 
mounted,  and  appear  to  have  been  very  recently  placed  there. 

I  then  returned  to  Havana,  and,  on  Sunday  last,  gave  convoy  to  six  American,  and  one  Danish  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  NEWELL. 

Com.  D.  PoRTEK,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Wed  Indies  and  Gulf  (f  Mexico. 


Sea  Gl-i.l,  Port  Bodger.%  Jidxj  24,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  schixiner  Ferret,  UTidcr  yonr  connnand,  to  Havana,  leave  your  letter 
bag  at  the  cuntiiiL;-  lnuise  of  Messrs.  Castillo,  lihu-k  &  Cn.;  nIVcr  convoy;  continue  cruising  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, fur  the  pnitcction  of  our  coniincrcc;  ami  slioiiM  iiirnliaiitw  or  others  wish  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportunity  to  send  specie  to  the  Uniti'd  States,  you  can  take  it  on  board  at  the  usual  freight,  leav- 
ing Havana  on  the  1st  of  August  and  returning  to  this  place  for  further  orders, 
Verv  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  rORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Thomas  M.  Newell. 


[Extract,] 

Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  August  1,  1823. 

Sjr:  Yon  will  proceed  to  Washington  with  the  United  States  schooner  Ferret,  reporting  her  arrival 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  for  such  changes  in  the  ofiicers  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  fill  up 
her  crew,  these  being  the  objects  of  sending  her  home.  When  the  necessary  rlianucs  hare  been  com- 
pleted, she  is  to  return  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Crooked  Island,  or  Camus  |iassa;^-es,  running  down 
the  old  Straits  of  Bahama,  tonciiing  at  Baracoa  and  Matanzas,  showing  yourself  olf  Havana,  and  giving 
the  whole  coast  a  thoinu;^h  examination. 

It  is  extremely  (Icsiralilc  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should  take  place  in  the  United  States,  as  the 
services  of  the  Ferret  will  be  wanted,  and  any  unnecessary  delaj'  will  prevent  my  carrying  into  effect 
the  arrangements  of  the  periodical  sailing  of  vessels  from  here, 

(Signed)  D,  PORTER, 

Directed  to  Lieut.  Commandant  Thomas  M.  Newell. 


[Extract.] 

Sea  Gill,  Port  Bodgers,  July  19,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana  to  give  protection  to  our  commerce;  and  you  will  communicate 
fith  Messrs.  Castillo  &  Black  every  day. 

Should  they  have  any  communications  for  me,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  conveying  them  to  this  place. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieut.  Commandant  Jno.  T,  Ritchie, 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Bodgers,  July  25,  1823, 
Sir:  You  will  place  yourself  and  vessel  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Com.  Kennon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Lieut.  Commandant  Jno.  Ritchie,  Schooner  Fox. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Bodgers,  August  8,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Fox,  and  place  yourself  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Sidney  Smith. 

Should  ('a|ilaiii  Smith  liave  left  Havana,  you  will  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  a  j^lace  called 
New  Mala,i;a,  ni'ar  C:\\ir  (latoche,  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  where  it  is  said  there  is  a  piratical  establish- 
ment; and  in  the  event  of  your  not  finding  Captain  Smitli  th<'re,  you  will  ]iroceed  to  obtain  all  the 
information  in  your  power  witli  regard  to  said  establishment,  and  return  to  this  place  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

You  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  a  British  force  has  gone  against  it,  how  far  it  lias  extended 
its  operations,  and  whether  successful  or  otherwise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  J,  T,  Ritchie, 
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Lieutenant  Commandant  Ritchie  to  Commodore  Porter. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Fox,  Aurjud  29,  1823. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  of  the  8lh  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Yucatan, 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  a  piratical  establishment,  said  to  be  there.  On  the  14th,  I  arrived  off  the 
port  of  New  Madrid,  (New  Malaga)  and  immediately  sent  a  boat  to  obtain  all  the  information  possible, 
relative  to  the  situation  and  character  of  the  forlincatiou. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  tin'  establishment  alluded  to  is  a  fortification  for  the 
protection  of  the  town  of  New  Malaga,  recently  cstaljlished  there  for  commercial  purposes,  and  that  no 
pirates  have  been  heard  of  on  that  coast  for  some  time. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  commandant  at  that  place,  in  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  by 
me,  will,  no  doubt  fully  explain  their  character;  also,  a  letter  from  the  connnanderof  H.  B.  M.  brig  Scout, 
on  the  subject  of  the  attack  on  the  fort,  whii-li,  nn  ihiubt,  gave  rise  to  the  report  of  its  being  a  piratical 
establishment,  and  the  answer  thereto  upon  that  suliji'ct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ulicdient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  RITCHIE. 

Com.  D.  roETER,  commanding  Wed  India  Station. 


Port  Rodgers,  Tliompson^s  Island,  September  16,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  "Washington  without  delay,  touching  at  Norfolk  to  land  your  specie.     On 
your  arrival  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Navy  Commissioners  for  repairs. 
You  will  inform  them  that  I  am  on  my  way  home  in  the  Sea  Gull. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Jno.  T.  Ritchie. 


United  States  Ship  John  Adams,  Tliompaon^s  Island,  April  16,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Fox,  accompanied  by  the  Beagle,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Cross,  to 
the  Colorado  reef,  and  endeavor  there  to  join  and  co-operate  with  the  Sea  Gull  and  barges  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Wilkinson,  in  pursuit  of  pirates. 

Should  you  not  join  Captain  Wilkinson  before  reaching  Cape  Antonio,  you  will  wait  his  arrival 
there,  near  which  place  you  will  find  the  Grayhound.     You  will  receive  from  him  your  further  orders. 
Very  respectfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Lieut.  Commandant  John  T.  Ritchie. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompison^s  Island ,  April  12,  1824. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana,  and  should  any  of  our  merchants  have  specie  for  New  Orleans, 
you  will  take  it  ou  board  on  the  usual  freight,  and  proceed  to  that  place. 

Prom  thence  you  will  proceed  to  Tampico,  and  continue  to  ply  between  that  place  and  New  Orleans, 
giving  such  protection  to  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

Endeavor  to  make  your  arrival  and  departure  as  regular  as  possible,  in  order  that  persons  requiring 
your  protection  may  be  enabled  to  make  their  arrangements  accordingly. 

You  will  make  all  your  requisitions,  and  receive  all  your  supplies  of  provisions  in  New  Orleans,  and 
report  yourself  at  every  arrival  and  departure  to  the  commanding  officer  there,  and  you  will  seek  every 
opportunity  of  commuijicating  with  me. 

You  will  return  to  tliis  place  by  the  first  of  October,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  and  you  may  touch 
at  Havana  before  coniing  here,  lor  the  purpose  of  landing  specie. 

I  have  read  to  you  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  treasures;  I  have  no  apprehensions  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given — it  is  therefore 
needless  to  make  any  further  communication  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however,  that 
none  of  the  vessels  of  war  under  my  command  must  on  any  account  whatever,  and  under  any  induce- 
ment, be  used  for  the  purposes  of  commercial  adventure. 

You  can  carry  the  treasure  of  our  citizens  from  one  port  or  place  to  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to 
the  United  States,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  public  advertisements  nmst  appear;  and  in  all  your  inter- 
course with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you  may  visit,  make  IVank  aekiiowledgments  of  the  motives 
which  brought  you  there.  Let  all  your  transactions  in  this  respect  l>e  o|ieu,  and  not  liable  to  misappre- 
hension.    Nothing,  whatever,  in  the  shape  of  clandestine  shipments  luiisl  be  countenanced. 

For  the  iiiluriualion  ol'tlie  .L;ii\ei'miient,  you  will,  enjoining  me,  report  to  me  the  amount  of  treasures 
which  you  have  dii  Iniaid  yimr  vessel,  where  taken  from,  where  destined,  and  the  circumstances,  terms, 
and  conditions  eii  wliieli  vdu  have  taken  them. 

During  ymir  stay  in  the  gull',  as  well  as  on  your  passage  out  and  home,  you  will  seek  every  occasion 
to  give  pniteetii.ii  ti.'the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Wishing  you  a.  pleasant  and  a  profitable  cruise,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "^    '        D.  PORTER. 

To  Lieutenant  Connnandanl  Juii.x  T.  Ritchie. 
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Washington,  October  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  liave  received  your  several  conimnnications  rc.spectin,i^  the  schooner  Fox,  under  your  command. 
She  is  to  be  got  in  readiness  for  sea  with  the  least  possible  delay;  and  when  ready,  yon  will  report 
to  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Sig-ned)  P.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Couuiiaiidaiit  J.  Ritchie. 


Washington,  Ovtoher  27,  1823. 
Sir:  Yim  will  proceed  to  Matanzas,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  with  the  schooner  Beagle,  and  there  join 
the  Wild  Cat,  which  you  will  find  there.     With  these  two  vessels,  you  will  give  such  protection  as  may 
be  in  your  power,  against  pirates,  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  vessels  of  all  nations 
requiring  it. 

You  will  receive  your  supplies  of  all  kinds  from  Thompson's  Island.     You  are  to  bo  governed  in  your 
operations  by  my  general  iiistrnctidns  of  the  26th  of  February. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■  I>.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Jos.  Cross. 


United  States  Schooner  Weasel,  Alcarado,  December  5,  1824. 
Sir:  I  sailed  from  Thompson's  Island  on  the  llth  of  September,  for  Havana,  oiT  which  port  I  fell  in 
with,  and  convoyed  in,  the  American  brig  Herald,  of  Boston.  After  watering,  sailed  from  Campeachy, 
giving  convoy  to  three  American  schooners — (the  Daet,  Commerce,  and  Superior,)  to  the  Bank;  arrived 
therewith  Si'ptcmbcr,  and  sailed  on  the  21)th  for  Alvarado.  On  the  Gth  of  October,  a  little  to  the  east  of 
Alvarado,  spoke  the  L'nifed  Slates  sclioouiT  Shark,  Captain  Gallagher;  received  instructions  to  stand  for 
and  anchor  at  Saciiiicios,  for  thi'  |)urpose  of  taking  on  board  Mr.  Taylor,  American  consul,  (then  on  board 
the  Shark,)  and  returning  with  him  to  Alvarado.  In  riding  out  a  norther  at  Sacrificios,  I  parted  my  hemp 
cable,  and  was  unable  to  find  the  anchor,  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  a  cable  and 
anchor  in  this  port.  Sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the  9th,  and  arrived  here  on  the  10th.  On  my  arrival, 
received  a  letter  from  the  American  consul,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  American  brig  Cato, 
by  the  pirates,  and  the  schooner  Leader  wanting  protection  at  Tabasco;  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  enclosed, 
and  marked  A.  I  was  compelled  to  remain  a  few  days  in  port,  to  repair  my  sails,  and  procure  an  anchor 
and  cable;  which  being  done,  I  sailed  on  the  19th  for  Tabasco.  In  consequence  of  a  strong  southwesterly 
current,  wedrifted  in  near  ( 'liiite|MMine  river,  wlnac  I  dispatched  a  boat  with  an  officer  for  a  pilot;  the 
boat  returned  without  the  oilicei,  the  cmiiniaialaiit  ha\iug  detained  him.  Situated  thus,  I  thought  it 
most  advisable  to  stand  for  tlie  river;  which  I  did,  and  anchored  directly  opposite  the  fort,  and  in  good 
shot  distance.  I  was  determined  to  knock  down  his  fort,  if  he  did  not  give  up  the  officer  immediately, 
and  take  him  by  force.  Immediately  on  the  demand  being  made,  he  delivered  him  up,  making  many 
apologies  for  having  detained  him.  Here  I  was  detained  near  two  weeks,  by  a  continual  succession  of 
northers,  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  cross  the  bar.  On  the  28th,  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain 
Dulany,  dated  Villa  Hermosa,  requesting  to  see  me;  a  copy  of  which  1  have  enclosed,  and  marked 
B.  The  next  day  I  proceeded  there  in  the  cutter,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  two  captains; 
reached  there  in  two  days;  on  the  third,  returned  to  the  vessel,  bringing  with  me  Captain  Dulany, 
of  the  Cato.  On  my  return,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  the  water  on  the  bar  quite  smooth; 
and  sailed  for  Tabasco,  where  I  arrived  on  6th  November.  After  a  few  days'  delay  I  proceeded 
to  Chiapa  river,  distant  about  thirty-four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  here  found  it  imprudent 
to  proceed  farther  up  the  river,  in  consequence  of  sickness,  which  was  brought  on  by  excessive  fatigue, 
in  warping  np  aa:ainst  a  four  knot  current  I  dispatclu^d  Acting  Lieutenant  Tavlor,  with  Captain  Dulany, 
in  tlie  cutter,  to' Villa  Ibiiuosa,  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  -nveiiior,  re,|nesf  in;j,'  him  to  I'aeililale  the  bng 
and  schooner's  passat;-e  down  the  river.  On  tlieir  arrival  I  set  sail  and  convoyed  tliein  liltv  nnh'S  ch'ur 
.,f  the  cast,  an.l  then  stoo.l  for  this  |.lace,  where  1  arrive.l  o„  the  2'Jlh.  Th,.  W.'asel  has  I'.eeu  actively 
and  usefuUv  empl..ved  on  this  station,  j.arti.adarly  in  this  port.  On  my  lirst  arrival  1  fonn.l  nearly  all 
the  crews  of  tlie  Ameri.-an  vess.'ls  down  with  sickia'ss,  and  my  men  were  c<,nip.lled  I,,  assist  them  in 
various  ways — in  takijig  care  of  tlieir  vessels,  &c.  Since  being  in  the  gnlf  1  have  had  much  sickness 
on  board,  which  was  brought  on  by  the  severe  duty  performed  by  my  men.  Jacob  Rise,  0.  S.,  died  in 
this  port  on  the  28th  October,  of  the  fever.  Now,  with  pleasure  I  inform  you,  my  officers  and  crew  arc 
in  good  health,  and  shall  sail  from  this  port  for  Tampico  as  soon  as  the  present  norther  is  over,  and  the 
bar  smooth  enough  to  cross  with  safety.  I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  two  or  three  lulls  on  govern- 
ment, in  supplying  my  vessel  with  provisions,  &c.  In  consequence  of  Acting  Lieutenant  (Jarr  leaving 
the  vessel  at  Philadelphia,  I  appointed  Sailing  Master  E.  C.  Taylor  lieutenant  in  his  place;  which  appoint- 
ment, 1  presume,  will  meet  your  approbation — since  which  time  he  has  been  performing  both  duties. 
1  have  tla>  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  yonr  ,.be,lienl  servant, 

CllAS.   BOARMAN,  Ltn<t.   Comwandunt  U.  S.  Schooner 


U.  S.  Schooner  Weasel,  Havana,  Januarij  21,  ISS 
ival  at  this  poi't  o!'  tlii'  V.  S,  schooner  Vi'.'asel,  thirlei 
uentsuplo  niyleavin-  Ahara.l.i  1  nresnni.' v.ni  have  n 
Ih   December,'  and  arrive.l  ihcre  .in  lh.>  12lii,      I  cmti 
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tliat  anchorage  till  the  twelfth  instant,  giving  all  necessary  assistance  to  our  merchantmen,  which  was 
great.  Thomas  Gray,  seaman,  was  drowned  by  a  fall  from  the  main  boom  in  assisting  one  of  them. 
John  S.  Holey,  0.  S.,  deserted.  The  Weasel  has  not  been  successful  in  capturing  pirates,  but  she  has 
been  both  usefully  and  actively  employed  in  giving  protection  to  our  commerce.  Further  particulars  I 
will  give  you  during  the  day. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ClIAS.  BOARMAN,  Lieut.  Commandunt  U.  S.  Schooner  Weasel. 


Sea  Gull,  Havana,  January  2i,  1825. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  a  convenient  port  of  the  United  States,  there  land  the  nimicy  un  board  your 
vessel,  and  report  yourself  to  the  ILm.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  state  and  coiiditioil  (jf  ycjur  vessel 
to  the  Board  of  Navy  Conmiissioners. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Couimaudant  Boarman. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  2'hovipson's  Island,  April  25,  1824. 
Sir:  When  the  Sea  Gull  and  Gillinipper  are  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  them  t(j  Matanzas, 
and  there  await  my  I'urtiier  orders,  giving  all  protection  in  your  power  to  our  commerce  in  that  quarter. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.    PQRTER. 

Lieut.  (Jommaudant  R.  Vokiiees. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Ajml  24,  1824. 

Sir:  With  the  United  States  schooner  Jackal  under  your  command,  accompanied  by  the  Wild  Cat, 
Lieutenant  Legare,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Lsland  of  Mugeres  or  AVoman's  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan, 
near  Cape  Catoche,  in  search  of  and  for  tlie  desti-netio7i  of  a  |)iratical  cstablislinient  said  to  exist  there. 
From  thence  you  will  continue  to  cruise  almi;;-  lliat  i:,,:i^[  inwards  Siral,  givin--  it  a  tlion.imh  examination. 

From  Sical  you  will  send  the  Wild  Cat  (o  ni"  wiih  a  i(,>iiiat  oi'  ynur  luocceilings,  and  shape  your 
course  toward  Campeachy,  and  thence  t<>  Alvaiado,  Sacrilicios,  and  Tampico,  looking  in  at  La  Vera  Cruz, 
at  one  of  which  places  you  will  meet  ihis  shi|.;  and  at  the  time,  or  soon  after  your  arrival,  you  will  receive 
by  her  instructidiis  as  to  your  furtlui-  pruiccdings. 

You  will  ask  of  Lieutenant  Comiiiaiidaiit  Oellers  my  general  instructions,  which  will  explain  to  you 
the  duties  you  have  to  perform  as  regards  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade. 

During  your  stay  in  the  gulf,  and  on  your  passage  there,  you  will  seek  every  occasion  to  give  pro- 
tection to  the  persons  and  pro]ierty  of  our  citizens. 

Wishing  you  a  pheasant  and  successful  cruise,  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  John  II.  Lee. 


Cojiij  (fa  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  John  H.  Lee  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United 
Slates  naval  forces  on  the  We.-<t  India  station,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  coast  of  Africa,  dated — 

U.  S.  Schooner  Jackal,  Sical,  May  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  h.onor  to  report  to  you  that,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  your  orders  to  me  on  the 
25th  of  April,  the  Jackal  and  Wild  Cat  sailed  on  the  26th  of  that  month  from  Thompson's  Island.  On  the 
following  day  we  made  the  coast  of  Cuba,  (Bahia  Honda,)  and  passing  Cape  Antonio  in  the  night,  we 
were  unable  to  l,,i,k  in  there,  although  I  felt  a  great  desire  to  do  so.  On  the  29th  arrived  ofi'  Cape  Ca- 
toche, and  on  the  same  afternoon  anchored  between  the  Island  of  Contoy  and  the  main  land.     This  island 

is  small  and  thinly  w led,  so  that  it  required  but  a  few  hours  to  examine  every  part  of  it.     We  could 

discover  no   traces   of  any  persons  living  there,  or  even  of  any  persons  having  been  there,  except  two 
thatched  huts  in  a  very  decayed  state. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  left  that  island,  and  approaching  as  near  the  shore  as  the 
safety  of  the  vessels  would  permit,  we  proceeded  to  the  Island  of  Mugeres,  and  in  the  night  anchored 
between  its  southwest  end  and  the  main  land.  On  the  following  morning,  having  found  the  "watering 
place,  the  vessels  weic  i-eiii,,\-e(l  ti>  it,  and,  at  the  same  time,  detachments  of  men  were  sent  on  shore  for 
the  purpose  of  cuniiiienriiig  an  examination. 

This  island  is  larger,  more  thickly  wooded,  and  much  more  difficult  of  access  than  Contoy;  and  we 
were,  consequently,  compelled  to  proceed  at  a  comparatively  slow  rate.  But,  sir,  I  can  safely  say  that, 
at  the  expiration  of  two  days,  almost  every  foot  of  Mugeres  had  been  traversed. 

•    ^\'^  '"™^^  '^^""^  ^^^  Indians  from  the  viciinty  of  Sical.     They  stated  that  they  made  annual  visits  to 
tins  islaml  for  the  purpose  of  making  salt,  large  quantities  of  which  were  piled  up  on  the  borders  of  the 

^"'!  I ''«  "1  fhe  interior.     While  at  Mugeres  we  were  visited  by  several  parties  of  Indians   from  the 

nuim  and  the  Island  of  Cankum. 

1  could  glean  nothing  satisfactory  from  these  men  respecting  piracy.     The  stories  they  told  were  so 
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very  contradictory,  and  seemingly  without  foundation,  that  it  was  impossible  to  reconcile  them  with  each 
other,  or  with  truth;  but  from  all  I  could  hear,  and  from  mj'  own  observations,  Mugeres  has  not,  for  the 
last  two  years,  been  the  resort  of  pirates. 

A  sever<'  l;':i1i'  ilctaincd  us  at  anchor  three  days  longer  than  was  necessary,  and  this  circumstance 
aiforded  an  ojipMi  timity  of  visiting  the  main  land,  which  was  done  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Legare 
and  Lieutenant  l'i('r(  y,  though  without  discovering  anything  more  than  a  few  uninhabited  fishing  huts. 
On  the  7th  of  this  month,  we  sailed  from  Mugeres,  and  passing  again  by  Contoy,  anchored  near  Cape 
Catoche,  and  here,  sir,  our  researches  were  as  little  to  our  satisfaction  as  they  had  been  hitherto. 
Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  an  old  dilapidated  church  and  a  fishing  hut.  From  thence  we  continued  our 
course  towards  New  Malaga,  examining  the  coast  as  we  went  along,  and  arrived  there  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  8th.  Some  of  the  Indians  had  informed  me  that  a  piratical  vessel  was  fitting  out  at  that  place; • 
but,  sir,  no  such  vessel  was  there  on  our  arrival,  and  the  commandant,  who  is  apparently  a  respectable 
man,  assured  me  that  the  Fox  was  the  last  vessel  he  had  seen. 

On  the  9th  we  left  New  Malaga,  ;iii(l  coasted  it  along  within  two  miles  of  the  shore,  looking  into  all 
the  inlets,  and  communicating  witii  ahnust  eviMy  settlement  between  Malaga  and  Sical,  until  our  arrival 
at  tiie  latter  place,  late  on  the  11th.  From  the  time  we  commenced  our  examination  of  the  coast,  we 
have  iievii-  sailed  during  the  night,  except  once  in  chase  of  a  schooner,  which  proved  to  be  a  privateer 
fitted  out  at  Siral,  and  then,  sir,  I  returned,  with  the  Jackal,  to  the  place  I  discovered  her,  and  waited 
until  the  following  morning. 

At  this  port  the  commandant  has  been  barely  civil  to  us,  and  the  inhabitants  generally  appear  to 
view  us  more  in  the  light  of  spies  than  friends. 

You  will  ]ierceive  from  this  report,  sir,  the  manner  in  which  we  have  performed  our  duty,  and  I 
sincerely  h"]ie  it  will  iin^ct  with  your  approbation.  To  the  prompt  and  active  exertions  of  Lieutenant 
Legare  I  feel  much  indebted;  and  I  assure  you  it  would  have  affm'ded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  been 
associated  with  him  for  a  longer  time. 

From  this  place  I  shall  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  execute  your  further  orders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  n.  LEE. 

Commodore  D.  Portek,  commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces 

on  the   West  India  Station,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  Coast  of  Africa. 


M.iTANZAs,  June  5,  1824. 
Sir:  Ahcr  touching  at  Thompson's  Island,  yon  will  ])roceeil  to  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  and  give  it 
a  thorough  examination,  to  discover  an  cstalilisliineiit  iliei'e,  saiil  to  be  of  a  piratical  or  irregular  charac- 
ter, somewhere  about  Charlotte  Harbor,  Cliailiam's  Hay,  <iv  iHiween  that  and  Tampa  Bay. 

The  inhabitants  are  said  to  be  Spanianls  ami   Indians;   h.iist   the  Spanish  flag  and  have  two  guns 
mounted.     You  will  have  interrmirse  with  tliem,  ascertain  their  ti'ue  character,  force,  and  condition,  and 
on  your  return  make  me  a  iletailed  ic|iMrt.     SlmnM  \i\\\  lin<l  the  aid  of  a  land  force  necessary,  you  can  no 
doubt  obtain  it  from  the  military  eniiiiiiaiidinu-  dftieeV  of  the  post  at  Tampa  Bay. 
Very  respectfully,  ytiur  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  James  M.  McIxtosh. 


At.i.ENTOx,  Tliompson  Mand,  July  8,  1824. 

Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  on  the  5th  inst.  by  the  Diabletta,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  P.  C.  Greene,  and  a  sick  report,  which  I  trust  you  will  receive  at  an  early  period,  as 
the  weather  has  been  uncommonly  fine  since  she  sailed.  The  departure  of  the  Martha  this  evening  with 
a  load  of  flimr  alloids  me  another  opportunity  to  communicate  to  you  our  situation.  The  expedition  in 
the  barge  will  necessarily  impede  much  our  progress  in  the  buildings  and  other  improvements,  for  in 
giving  her  a  complement  I  have  left  the  island  almost  destitute.  The  new  store  which  I  find  by  a  letter 
of  Lieutenant  Oellers,  dated  29th  ult.,  reported  to  be  nearly  finished,  I  regret  t<i  say  is  little  more  than 
half  done;  it  is  only  in  part  covereil,  lloor  not  laid,  no  partitions  up,  or  duors  or  windows  made,  nor 
have  I  any  person  at  present  to  continn<'  on  with  it.  The  only  two  carpenteis  at  pieseut  on  the  island  I 
have  employed  putting  a  small  addition  to  the  house  formerly  occiqiicd  by  ('a|itaiu  Wilkinson,  to  render 
it  barely  comfortable  for  my  family.  But  I  am  in  hopes  soon  to  comphte  the  store  on  the  return  of  the 
Diabletta.  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a  house  cari)euter  being  employed, 
rated  as  master  carpenter,  and  sent  out  immediately;  the  good  advantages  which  would  arise  from  it  I 
have  perceptibly  seen  displayed  with  the  citizens  working  for  Mr.  Simonton,  Since  his  return  from  Bal- 
timore with  a  decent  young  man  in  that  capacity,  almost  double  the  work  has  been  performed  by  his 
carpenters,  and  I  find  that  I  cannot,  with  all  the  attention  I  can  possibly  bestow,  have  as  much  done  by 
i]ieii  employed  in  the  public  service.  I  cannot  lay  out  their  work,  or  do  I  really  know,  to  be  candid, 
what  is  a  day's  work  for  a  house  carpenter,  and  having  no  person  here  who  feels  any  ambition  in  for- 
warding that  branch,  I  am  liable  constantly  to  impositions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  duplicate  copy  of  Captain  Green's  letter,  and  Doctor  Bassit's  sick 
report  of  to-day,  by  which  you  will  find  one  of  the  cases  reported  by  him  on  the  5th  as  bilious  remittent 
fever,  marked  to-day  as  a  case  of  yellow  fever;  and  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  Richard  Purcels,  a  private 
marine,  died  yesterday  at  the  hospital  of  what  the  doctor  calls  a  loio  type  of  bilious  fever.  It  is  with  much 
pain,  sir,  that  I  am  compelled  to  infoim  you  that  I  witness,  daily,  symjitoms  among  the  men  a  little  alarm- 
ing; almost  (>very  day  since  my  arii\al  ami  connnand  liere  one  or  more  have  been  taken  with  severe 
vomiting,  pains  in  the  head  and  hones,  and  the  disease  a|i|ii'ars  to  lluctuate,  one  day  at  work  and  the  next 
a  relajise;  and  it  is  lii-h  time  that  l»r.  Uassit  was  assisleil  in  his  duties.     His  riding  twice  a  day  frequently 
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from  tlic  lidsi.ilal  to  Allcutnii  and  liis  oxposiin'  to  sun  is  well  calculated  to  bring  on  disease;  and  if  he  is 

1  lia\c  rii(KM\oi((l  to  i;-aiii,  I'or  tin.'  |iur|)osc  (jf  roiiiniunicating  to  you,  all  the  information  respecting 
the  cruise  of  Domingo  on  tlie  coacit  of  Yucatun.  it  appiMrs  that  he  was  connoctod,  in  his  [liratical  depre- 
dation, with  Diabletta,  and  that,  in  the  division  of  jiri/.o -oods  caiitiiicd,  a  disputi'  aioso;  in  cunsciiuonce  of 
too  large  a  portion  being  demanded  by  the  two  Icadns,  llic  men  sci/.i'd  a  liliindcrlinss  and  iitcialiy  blew 
Diabletta  to  pieces.  Domingo  escaped  with  a  severe  subre  cut  on  liis  arm,  by  jumping  overboard  and 
swimming  to  shore.  Joseph  Morales  saw  him  since  his  return  from  Yucatan,  and  corraborated  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  have,  sir,  respectfully  to  request  that  I  may  be  informed  if  there  is  a  probability  of  my  being  per- 
manently stationed  liere.  Tlie  command  of  the  yard  I  i]r<>suni<'  I  shall  not  retain  lnn--oi-  than  the  sickly 
season;  after  that  time  many  superior  to  me  will  be  making-  applications;  and  altimngli  I  iiave  every  con- 
fidence in  your  disposition  to  do  me  justice,  still  I  am  aware  that  the  calls  of  superiors  mnst  be  attended 
to.  But  as  I  am  now  niakini;-  preparations  for  my  family,  it  would  be  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  me 
to  know  if  I  could  hold  the  situation  of  executive  officer  of  the  yard,  if  superseded  in  the  coininaud. 

The  plants  are  doing  well;  the  late  showers  of  rain  which  we  have  had  have  much  re\i\-ed  them.     I 
have  not  yet  received  any  cocoa-nut  plants,  but  t>x))ect  them  in  tin;  Terrier.     I  have  allowed  filty  of  the 
nuts  to  be  planted  by  Col.  MifiBin  and  Captain  (ireene  within  the  enclosure. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  resjK.'ctfully, 

JAS.  M.  McINTOSH,  Lt.  Com. 

Com.  David  Pokter,    Commander-in-Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Forces 

in  the  West  Indies,  Gidf  of  Mexico,  Coast  of  Africa,  &c. 


Extract  of  a  letter   rom  Lieutenant  Commandant  James  M.  Mcintosh  to  Commcjdore  D.  Porter,  communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  Jidy  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Terrier,  with  the  barge  Diabletta  in  company,  returned 
here  yesterday.  Lieut.  Paine  reports  the  brig  robbed  ofi'  Escondio  to  have  been  the  Acasta  of  Portland. 
They  robbed  her  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  cargo,  her  sails  and  anchors,  beat  the  commander  and  crew 
severely,  and  then  suffered  her  to  proceed  to  Havana. 

Could  I,  sir,  have  received  the  information  one  day  earlier,  the  Diabletta  would  have  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  recapturing  the  property,  and  probably  have  detected  the  pirates  in  the  very  act.  The  property 
stolen  has  been  carried  to  Havana,  at  which  place  Mr.  Paine  saw  and  conversed  with  the  master  of  the 
Acasta.  The  appearance  of  the  barge  at  so  early  a  period  after  tlie  transaction,  together  with  the  very 
strict  search,  I  trust  will  have  a  good  efiect. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  Mcintosh  to  Comviodore  David  Porter,  comvumicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Allenton,  Tho7npson's  Island,  August  8,  1824. 
The  Terrier,  Lieut.  Paine,  returned  yesterday  morning  with  the  medical  stores  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  inform  you  were  necessary  for  the  station,  on  the  2d  inst.  She  has  been  longer  executing  this  service 
than  could  have  been  contemplated,  in  consequence  of  continued  ealius  since  she  sailed  from  here,  and 
considerable  drift  to  the  eastward.  She  sails  a^ain  to-day  for  Matan/.as,  with  orders  to  give  convoy  to 
any  of  our  vessels  requiring  it,  and  then  to  proceed  and  examine  iniinitely  the  key  in  the  vicinity  of  Point 
Yeacos  and  the  Bay  of  Suagasa,  from  thence  to  riui  down  the  north  coast  of  Cuba  to  Bahia  Honda,  at 
which  place  piratical  depredations  are  said  to  be  almost  daily  committed. 


Washington,  August  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  various  communications  by  the  different  vessels  that  have  arrived  from  the 
island,  all  of  which  are  satisfactory  to  me. 

As  regards  your  continuing  on  the  island,  you  may  rest  assured  that  there  is  no  disposition  on  my 
part  to  make  any  change  whatever  in  your  situation,  and  it  is  not  my  opinion  that  any  change  will  be 
made  by  the  Department. 

You  may  therefore,  I  think,  consider  yourself  permanently  fixed. 

It  is  likely  that  I  shall  be  out  in  a  month  or  two  after  you  receive  this,  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
reside  for  a  time  on  the  island,  to  commence  some  extensive  improvements,  affecting  its  salubrity,  that  I 
have  in  contemplation;  I  shall  therefore  want  my  house  finished  that  I  may  be  comfortable. 

I  sent  several  mechanics  out  in  the  Wild  Cat,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  on  the 
island;  you  must  endeavor  to  work  them  to  the  best  advantage.  I  laid  down  a  plan  for  the  porches 
round  my  house,  but  on  consideration  I  wished  them  changed  to  the  one  enclosed,  letting  the  rafters 
commence  and  rest  on  the  rafters  of  the  main  building,  about  one-half  the  distance  up  from  the  eaves, 
instead  of  commencing  at  the  eaves  as  in  the  old  plan.  This  arrangement  will  allow  of  the  porch  being 
much  wider  than  formerly  intended;  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  it  thirteen  feet.  The  eaves  of  the 
porch  need  not  be  lower  than  the  eaves  of  the  main  building,  which  will  make  the  whole  sightly,  light, 
and  airy.  I  have  sent  out  medical  aid  in  the  Decoy;  I  hope  it  may  arrive  in  season.  I  would  advise  that 
the  men  be  as  little  exposed  as  possible  to  the  weather — the  more  they  are  kept  under  shelter  the  better. 

I  am  in  hopes  you  will  be  able  to  get  through  this  season  without  much  sickness.  Endeavor  to  keep 
every  one  as  comfortable  as  you  can,  and  let  me  hear  from   yon  by  every  favorable  opportunity,  that   I 


272  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  2t0. 

may  be  well  informed  of  the  state  of  the  island.  Inform  Mr.  MifHin  and  Mr.  Symington  that  I  have 
received  their  communications,  but  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Pinkney  renders  it  unnecessary  to  act  on 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  Jas.  McIntosii. 


"Wasiiin-gtox,  Augud  12,  1824. 
Sir:    I   have  roceivoil    your   ennHnunicatinn   of  the    IStli   nlliiiid,   ri'siii-cting  the   Spanish  schooner 
Trinadada,  and  approve  of  tiic  rouiso  you  li;ivc  piirsmM  witli  rc--anl  to  that  vessel. 

Mr.  Easton's  ilisinteivsled   eonduel  in  ■^Ivurj;  u]>  t\u-  vessel,  without   salvage,  will  no  doubt  have  the 
happiest  effect  in  preserving  the  good  understaiMliug  wliieh  happily  exists  between  us  and  the  authorities 
of  Cuba,  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  rejnove  tlie  pi-ejiidices  which  exist  against  us  among  the  mass  of  the 
community.     I  wish  you  to  return  to  him  my  tlianks. 
Respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  James  M.  McIntosh. 


Washington,  August  19,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  George  M.  Brook  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Instructions  f  iniierly  given,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
the  I'Jtli  Mareh  last,  will  be  voiir  giiid'_'  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  timber  lands  of  the 
United  States,  .m  the  .'oust  of  Florida. 

I  wish  a  detaileil  rejiort   IVom  the  officer  you  send,  as  to  his  proceedings,  and  the  value,  condition, 
cjuantity,  and  situation  of  the  timber  mentioned  by  Colonel  Brook. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Lieut.  Com.  James  M.  McIstosii,  Commandinr/  Officer,  Thompson' n  Island. 


Extract   of  a  letter  from   Lieutenant    Commandant  James  31.    Mcintosh   to    Commodore   David   Porter, 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  August  2.5,  1824. 

The  United  States  schooner  Wild  Cat,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Legare,  arrived  here  on  the  20th 
instant  from  Matanzas.  By  Lieuteiiaiit  Legare  I  received  your  instructions  of  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th 
ult.,  and  shall  avail  myself  ot  hei-  sailing  this  evening,  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  16th. 

The  Wild  Cat,  from  the  icpresentation  of  her  commander,  was  permitted  to  heave  out  and  overhaul; 
every  exertion,  however,  has  been  made  to  get  her  ready  tor  sea;  she  is  now  in  good  order,  and  will,  with 
the  Terrier,  I  hope,  be  enahled  to  pi-oteel  our  conimeree  in  the  vicinity  of  Havana  and  Matanzas. 

Lieutenant  Legare  spoke  the  Terrier  tlie  niglit  previous  to  his  going  into  Matan/as,  to  windward, 
where  I  had  ordered  her  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Point  Veacas  and  Suagnassa  Pay;  and  it  is  with 
jileasure  I  inform  you,  that  he  stated  tli"  Terrier  to  lia\e  been  sneressful  in  the  eaiilure  of  a  pirate,  a 
launch  with  from  eight  to  ten  men.  I  expect  the  Terrier,  Lieutenant  Paine,  every  hour;  on  her  arrival  I 
will  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  giving  you  the  particulars  of  this  pleasing  infornwtion. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  Jidy  3,  1823. 
Sir:  On  Caiitain  Skinner  leaving  the  "Wild  C;it,  you  will  take  charge  of  her,  and  so  soon  as  the 
number  of  her  oIKeers  and  vvcw  are  completed,  and  her  stores  and  supplies  of  every  kind  on  board,  you 
will  return  to  this  place,  passing  through  the  Canous  or  Crooked  Island  passage,  running  down  the  old 
Strait  of  Bahama,  touching  at  Baracoa  and  Matanzas,  showing  yourself  off  Havana,  and  giving  the  whole 
coast  a  thorough  examination. 

If,  however,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  appoint  another  commander  to  the  Wild 
Cat,  you  will  transfer  to  him  these  orders  for  his  government. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  there  should  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  in  the  United  States,  and  you 
will  use  every  etlbrt  to  return  as  sckui  as  ])ossil)le, 
VerV  res|)eetfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■'  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  P.  G.  Woi.BEUT. 


Washinoton,  August  11,  1824. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle  shall  have  completed  her  repairs,  and  be  in  every  respect 
ready  for  service,  you  will  proceed  to  St.   Thomas,  for  the  in-otectiou  of  our  commerce   in  that  quarter, 
governing  j'ourself  in  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  general  cruising  instructions,  and  the  orders 
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issued  t  I  youi-  prodci'ossnr.     You  will  continue  on  that  station,  furnishing-  convoy  and  protection  to  our 
mcrcliant  vi  s,-.cls  ihr.ui-li  the  passages,  until  my  arrival  there,  or  until  fiirtlier  orders. 

Should  yiiur  vessel  lequiro  any  supplies  of  provisions,  stores,  &c.,  you  can  obtain  thetii  by  applica- 
tion to  iMr.  Fiiruuce,  a  merchant  of  that  jjlace,  who  has  otlered  t(j  furnish  tlicm. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  C.  T.  Platt. 


U.  S.  Ship  Jony  Adams,  Thompson' :i  Island,  January  28,  1825. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  affair  at  Foxardo,  Ihave  been  directed  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  repair  to  Washington,  in  order  that  the  merits  of  the  case  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered important  that  all  witnesses  in  the  case,  and  particularly  j'ourself,  should  be  present.  It  is  also 
desirable  that  all  written  testimony  that  can  be  had,  should  he  produced. 

You  will  therefore  call  on  Mr.  Stephen  Cabot,  and  .\fessrs.  Hergest  and  Whlhorn,  and  get  their  depo- 
sitions as  to  the  particulars  of  the  robberies  ^m  their  sions,  ex|il,iiiiii]g  to  them  the  object,  and  the  great 
importance  it  is  to  me,  that  proofs  should  be  had  that  the  robberies,  in  former  cases,  had  been  traced  to 
Foxardo  and  its  neighborhood.  You  will  also  call  on  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  John  Kettle,  Esq., 
Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  Saubot,  Taubort  &  Co.,  and  all  others  whoso  stores  have  been  robbed,  and  ask 
them  for  their  depositions  respecting  the  particulars  oC  the  robberies;  the  tracing  of  them  to  Foxardo; 
the  detection  of  the  perpetrators,  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  (iibson  &  Co.;  also  ask 
these  gentlemen,  as  well  as  Messrs.  Bergest  and  "VVhllKn-n,  for  the  original  attested  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence they  may  have  had  on  the  subject  of  these  with  Mr.  James  Caijipus,  or  any  other  person 
residing  at  Foxardo,  or  any  other  place  to  which  these  robbers  had  been  traced. 

You  will  please  to  ask  Messrs.  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.  to  assist  you  in  collecting  all  the  testimony,  in 
the  fullest  manner,  as  1  conceive  it  to  be  of  the  higliest  importance  to  the  mercantile  interest  of  the 
United  Slates  tliiit  the  landing  on  the  Spanish  coast  fnr  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  the  holding  the 
local  antlieiiiies  icsponsilile,  should  be  justilie.l. 

When  yiwi  have  collected  all  the  informatinn  and  ti'stimony  you  can  obtain  on  the  subject,  you  will 
repair  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle  to  Washington,  where  you  will  report  yourself  to  inc. 
With  great  respect, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Platt. 


Washington,  October  20,  1824. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed,  accompanied  by  Midshijiman  L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  J.   Boarinan,  in  the 
United  States  schooner  Fox,  now  at  this  place,  to  Pensacola  and  Tampa  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  surveying 
those  places,  and  reporting  on  the  same  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

Your  examination  and  report  will  be  directed  to  the  following  point,  to  wit,  the  depth  of  water  on 
the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  J.  W.  Shekburne. 


arrival 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thfympson^ s  Inland,  Januarij  15,  1825. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  port  of  Matunzas   with  the  barge   Gallinipper,  and  there   await  my 
-'val. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Benjamim  S.  Grimke. 


U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Havana,  June  20,  1825. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  barges  to  leeward,  inside  the  Colorados,  as  far  as  Cape  Antonio,  in 
pursuit  of  pirates,  searching,  in  your  way,  every  place  likely  to  give  them  shelter. 

Between  Porto  Corauas  and  Bahia  Honda  is  a  small  river  called  Artigosa,  where  they  formerly  took 
shelter,  and  where,  if  there  are  any  on  the  coast,  they  may  probably  be  hnuid.  Cayo  Blanco  and  Rio 
Puereos  are  also  suspicious  places,  and  reijuirc  to  be  well  examined. 

You  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  the  authorities  of 
the  places  you  may  visit,  and  you  will  protect  the  honest  and  peaceable  inhabitants;  but  whenever  you 
nnd  fishermen  without  their  families,  you  will  j^ive  them  a  rigid  examination,  and  if  you  find  them  with- 
out license  and  with  arms,  you  will  destroy  their  establishments,  and,  if  there  is  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  they  have  been  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy,  you  will  bring  them  off  with  you  or  deliver 
to  a  Spanish  civil  or  luilitary  officer.  You  will  endeavor  to  get  back  to  the  John  Adams  at  Thompson's 
island,  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days. 
Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Grimke. 

VOL.  II 35  K 
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Sea  Gull,  Fort  Rodgers,  Juhj  19,  1823. 
Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  AVasliius'trin,  you  will  receive  the  schooner  Terrier,  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandant Rose,  and  proceed  to  j;-et  her  in  rc'adiiicss  tn  return  to  this  place  without  delay. 

The  Terrier  will  require  a  new  suit  i<\'  sails,  caulking;  her  crew  completed  and  her  stoi'es  replenished. 
If  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  slinul.l   nut   appoint  a  commander,  you  will,  as  soon  as  ready,  return 
here  through  the  Crooked   Island  or  Caucus  passage,  and  down  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  touching  at 
St.  Jago  and  Trinidada,  looking  in  at  Cape  Antonio,  and  showing  yourself  off  Havana. 

Should  a  commander  be  appointed,  you  will  hand  him  these  instructions  for  his  government;  you  will 
apply  to  tlie  Roard  of  Navv  Commissioners  for  orders  respecting  the  repairs. 
Vcrv  rcspcctftillv.'v.iur  obedient  servant, 

(Signe.l)  '    '  D.  PORTER. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Wji.  McKean. 


Lieut.  C'omnnandant  Rose  will  yilease  to  land  his  marines,  and  make  me  a  return  of  the  ofBcers,  sea- 
men, ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  on  board,  his  vessel. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)     "  P.  PORTER. 

Sea  Gull,  Juhj  19,  1823. 

P.  S. — You  will  please  cause  all  the  sweeps  and  spare  oars  of  the  Terrier  to  be  delivered  to  the  store 
keeper  at  Allenton. 

(Signed)  D.  P. 


Copt)  of  a  letter  from  Aeting  Lieutenant  Alexander  B.  Pinlham  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  communi- 
cated to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  Quarantine  Ground,  Neiv  York,  August  4,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acquaint  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Beagle  at  this  place,  in  eleven  days,  from 
Thompson's  Island,  and  have  also  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  to  you  the  death  of  the  late  commander 
of  this  vessel,  Lieut.  N.  L.  Montgomery,  who  died  on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  latitude  35  degrees,  23  minutes 
north,  longitude  74  degrees,  30  minutes,  in  consequence  of  which  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  acquaint 
you  with  "the  events  of  our  cruise,  in  continuation  of  a  report  commenced  by  Lieut.  Montgomery,  found 
among  his  papers,  and  hereto  attached. 

The  convoy  from  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  consisted  of  the  brigs  Susan,  of  Philadelphia,  Jane  and  Boston 
packet  of  Kennebunk;  we  also  fell  in  with,  off  Cape  Dona  Maria,  and  tookunder  convoy,  the  English 
ships  Glasgow  and  Caledonia,  from  Jamaica.  Having  accompanied  tlie  convoy  through  the  Crooked 
Island  passage,  as  far  as  Matland's  Island,  we  returned  to  St.  Jago,  (having  touched  at  Crooked  Island 
to  fill  up  our  water,)  on  the  21st  of  June;  we  sailed  from  thence  on  tlie  22d,  and  arrived  at  Trinidad  on 
the  27tli. 

Sailed  from  thence  on  the  4th  July,  having  under  convoy  the  brigs  Florida  of  Boston,  Mary  and  Eliza 
of  Sandwich,  schooner  Hannah,  of  Boston,  and  the  French  brig  Due  d'Angoulemc.  Parted  company  with 
the  ciinvo}'  on  the  9th,  off  Cape  Antonio,  in  order  to  make  the  best  of  our. way  to  Havana,  in  consequence 
of  the  sickly  state  of  the  officers  and  crew,  the  yellow  fever  having  made  its  appearance  on  board  on  the 
(jth,  of  which  disease  six  persons,  including  Lieut.  Commandant  Montgomery,  have  died.  More  than  half 
the  crew  were  attacked,  but  most  of  them  have  recovered. 

On  the  20th  we  arrived  at  Havana,  filled  up  our  water,  and  sailed  same  day.  On  the  22d,  arrived 
at  Thompson's  Island,  and  having  received  the  in-ccssary  supjilies  of  provisions,  sailed  from  thence  on 
the  24th.  You  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  thi'  the  discuso  did  rmt  originate  from  any  local  cause.  The 
general  regard  to  cleanliness  observed  on  board  the  vc  ssd,  and  Lieut.  Com.  Montgomery's  attention  to 
the  comfort  of  the  crew,  would  im])ress  a  b(dief  that  it  i>rigiiiat<>d  from  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate, 
and  of  the  ports  we  lay  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  vuu  a  rorrcspondcnco  between  Lieut.  Com.  Montgomery  and  the  Gover- 
nor of  Trinidad,  with  other  papers;  als,i,  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Beagle. 

In  consequence  of  the  disaliility  (if  my  right  arm  from  the  effects  of  a  violent  attack  of  the  yellow 
fever,  from  which  I  am  yet  uoicli  dciiilitatcd,  1  am  not  able  to  sign  my  name,  but 
1  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


danl  D.  Porter,  d-c,  dr.,  d; 


ALEX.   X    B.  PINK  HAM,  Aeting  Lieutenant. 


Washingtox,  Augud  11,  1824. 
Sir:    1  have  reccivcil  ydur  c.iiiMiiunicatiun  of  the   4th,  annnuncing  the  arrival  of  the  Beagle,  and  the 
melaiichcily  news  <if  the  death  of  Lieut.  AbinlgnmiTy  anil  several  of  the  crew.      I  hope  sincerely  that  those 
who  have  l)een  attacked  with  the  fever  may  soon  recover,  and  it  is  my  wish  that  every  comfort  that  they 
may  require  may  be  furnished  them,  so  far  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  Beagle  must  be  got  ready  for  sea  again  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  her  crew  is  to  be  filled 
up  by  requisition  (m  the  recruiting  officer. 

Capt.  Finch  will  give  you  more  detailed  instructidus  wlu'u  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Acting  Lieut.  A.  B.  Pi.nkfiam. 
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Sea  Gull,  Port  Rodgers,  July  14,  1823. 
Sir:  The  services  of  every  officei-  who  can  attend  to  fluty  will  be  required,  on  the  intended  expedi- 
tion, and  I  cannot  feel  myself  justifiable  in  permitting  any  one  to  return  to  tlie  United  States  as  sick, 
except  under  a  sick  ticket  from  the  physician. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  R.  M.  Potter. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Craney  Inland,  December  30,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  ship  Decoy  to  Thompson's  Island,  running  down  the 
south  side  of  Cuba.  On  your  arrival  there,  you  will  receive  further  instructions  from  Master  Commandant 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  to  whom  I  refer  you  in  all  cases  of  difficulty,  cither  in  deciding  on  the  character  of  ves- 
sels you  may  meet  with,  or  other  circumstances.  I  enclose  to  you  my  general  instructions  as  to  the 
duties  of  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  F.  B.  Gamble. 


Matanzas,  May  4,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  with  the  United  States  ship  Decoy  take  in  a  supply  of  stores 
for  the  squadron  under  my  command,  and  return  with  all  pcjssible  dispatch  to  Thompson's  Island. 

The  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired  are  to  be  discharged,  and  others  are  to  be  got  to 
supply  their  places. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  F.  B.  Gamble. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Agiiada,  3Iarch  11,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Sea  Gull   under  your  command,   accompanied  by  the  Fox,  down 
through  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama  to  Thompson's  Island. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Wm.  H.  Watson. 


U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenlon,  May  10,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  barges  Gallinipper,  Musqueto,  and  the  two  schooners  Weasel 
and  Fox;  with  them  you  will  proceed  in  search  of  pirates  in  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama.     If  your  pro- 
visions will  hold  out,  and  circumstances  will   make  it  in  your  opinion   necessary  and   proper,  you  will 
extend  your  cruise  so  as  to  make  the  complete  circuit  of  the  island,  returning  by  the  way  of  Antonio. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■"  D.  PORTER. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Wm.  II.  Watson. 


Lieutenant  Commandant  Watso7i  to  Commodore  Porter. 

U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  Thompson's  Island,  July  11,  1823. 

Sir:  Having  had  the  honor  to  report  the  circumstances  attending  the  cruise  of  the  division  under 
my  orders,  prior  to  our  separation  off  St.  John  de  los  Remedies,  I  have  now  to  communicate,  for  your 
information,  my  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  barges  Gallinipper  and  Musquito. 

After  a  strict  examination  of  the  coast  and  islands,  from  Cayo  Francis  toCayo  Blanco,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Point  Hycacos,  whilst  cruising  in  Siguapa  Bay,  we  discovered  a  large  topsail  schooner,  with  a  launch 
in  company,  working  up  to  an  anchorage,  at  which  several  merchant  vessels  were  then  lying.  Being  to 
windward,  I  bore  up  in  tlio  Gallinipper  for  the  )iurpose  of  ascertaining  their  characters,  and,  when  within 
gun-shot,  perceiving  tlie  large  vessel  tti  be  well  armed  and  her  deck  tilled  with  men,  I  hoisted  our  colors, 
on  seeing  which,  they  displayed  the  Spanish  llag,  and  the  schooner  having  brailed  up  her  foresail,  and 
commenced  firing  at  the  (Gallinipper,  I  iiiiiiiediately  kept  away  and  ran  down  upon  her  weather  quarter, 
making  signal  at  the  same  time  for  the  Muscpiito  to  close.  Having  much  the  advantage-  in  sailing,  they 
did  not  permit  us  to  do  so,  but  made  all  sail  before  the  wind  for  the  village  ..f  Sigiia|ia,  t.)  which  place 
wc  pursued  them,  and,  after  a  short  action,  succeeded  in  taking  both  v.'ssels.  aii.'l  elVeeiing  the  almost 
total  destruction  of  their  crews,  amounting,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained  at  the  lime,  to  fifty  or  sixty 
men;  but,  as  we  are   since  informed,  to  seventy  or  eighty.     They  engaged   us  without  colors   of  any 
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description,  having  hauled  dnwii  the  Siiuiiisli  lln--  after  \mwj:  the  first  ,l;-uii;  ami,  on  approaching  to  board 
(our  men  giving  three  cheers  ami  (liseliai-in--  tlieii-  imiski'ts ).  the  pirates  lleil  precipitately,  some  to  their 
launch  (lying  in  shore,  from  wheiiee  a  liie  was  siill  iiept  iii;),  wliilsl  ethers  euileav<ired  to  escape  by 
swimming  to  the  laud.  A  volley  "t  musketry,  directed  at  the  launch,  completed  their  disorder,  and  drove 
them  into  the  sea;  but  the  boats  ^uinM-  rapidly  through  the  water  cutoff  their  retreat,  with  the  exception 
of  fifteen,  eleven  of  whom  were  killed  or  d<spi'rately  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners  by  our  men  who  landed 
in  pursuit,  and  the  remaining  four  apprehended  by  the  local  anthiaitii's  and  sent  te  Matanzas. 

The  larger  vessel  was  called  the  Catilini,  commanded  liy  tlie  eeleliratiM!  pirate  inaliolito,  taken  some 
weeks  since  from  the  Spaniards,  between  Havana  and  Matan/.as,  carried  te  Si-uapa  Bay,  where  she 
received  her  armament;  liad  captured  notliing,  this  being  the  commencement  ef  her  piratical  cruise. 

I  cannot  close  tliis  comniimication  without  performing  a  most  pleashig  task,  in  reporting  the  active 
gallantry  and  j^ood  <iaiduct  of  my  officers  and  men,  none  of  whom  sustained  the  slightest  injury  in  the 
action,  the  result  (if  which  is,  1  trust,  sufficient  to  satisfy  j-ou  that  all  under  my  orders  did  their  duty, 
particularly  when  it  is  cousidereil  that  we  liad  hut  twenty-six  men  opposed  to  a  force  of  piratical  vessels 
well  supplied  with  arms  ot  all   kinds,  amongst  wliich  was  one  long  nine  and  two  six-pounders. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  naming  as  my  associ;ites  Lieutenant  Inman,  Acting  S.  Master  Bainbridge, 
Dr.  Babbit,  Midsliipmeu  llar\\-ooil  ami  'faylor,  and  .Messrs.  Webb  and  Gricc,  who  obeyed  and  executed  all 
orders  and  si-nals  \vitli  a  piomptitudi'  and  zeal  which  could  not  be  exceeded. 
1  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  resiicctfuUy,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  AVATSON. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


[Extract.] 

Sea  Gull,  Port  Sodgers,  July  13,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  barges  fiallinipper,    Musqueto,  Midge,  Sand  Fly,  Grab-all,  and 
Decibolita,  and  get  them  readyfor  sea  with  all  (lis|iatch.      When  ready,  you  will  please  to  inform  me. 

The  Gallinipper  and  Musqueto  will  be  manned  from  this  vessel;  the  Midge  from  the  Hornet,  and  the 
Sand  Fly  and  others  from  the  ships  which  may  hereafter  arrive. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  Lieut.  Connnaudant  Wii.  H.  Watsox. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  T/wmiison's  Island,  Aprd  21,  1824. 

Sir:  If,  on  your  arrival  at  Jamaica,  our  merchants  there  should  have  any  considerable  amount  of 
specie  to  transport  either  to  St.  Jago,  Havana,  or  the  United  States,  j'ou  are  at  liberty  to  depart  from 
my  instructions  of  this  date,  so  far  as  to  accommodate  them  with  a  conveyance  for  it  in  your  vessel,  giv- 
ing me,  or  the  commanding  officer  here,  the  earliest  intelligence  on  the  subject. 

I  have  i-ead  to  you  the  instructions  of  tli<'  h aaMe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  trans- 
portation of  treasures.  I  have  no  apprehension  that  you  will  go  beyond  the  authority  given.  It  is 
therefore  needless  to  make  any  further  communication  on  the  subject.  I  will  merely  remark,  however, 
that  none  of  the  vessels  of  war,  under  my  coiuniand.  luust,  on  any  account  whatever,  and  under  any 
inducements,  be  used  for  tin'  purposes  of  eomuiercial  adventure.  You  can  carry  treasure  of  oiu-  citizens 
from  one  port  or  place  t(j  another,  and  you  can  take  it  to  the  United  States,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
public  advertisements  must  appear;  and  in  all  your  intercourse  with  the  authorities  of  the  places  you 
may  visit,  make  frank  acknowledgments  of  the  motives  which  brought  you  there.  Let  all  your  transac- 
tions in  this  respect  be  open,  and  not  liable  to  misapprehension.  Nothing,  whatever,  in  the  shape  of 
clandestine  shipments  must  be  countenanced. 

For  the  information  of  the  government,  yon  will,  on  ioining  me,  rejiort  to  me  the  amount  of  treasures 
on  board  your  vessel,  where  taken  from,  where  destined,  and  tln'  circumstances,  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  you  have  taken  them. 

AVishin.g  you  a  pleasant  and  i)rofitablo  cruise,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)'  '  I).  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  N.  L.  MoNTGoMEiiv. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  nwmpson's  Island,  April  12,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United   States  schooner  Grayhotmd,  under  your  command,  to  Ma- 
tanzas, and  thence  to  Havana,  with  the   enclosed  general  order,  Avhich  you  will  show  to  the  commanders 
of  sucli  of  the  small  schooners  as  may  be  at  either  of  these  places,  or  as  you  may  meet  with  on  the  coast. 
You  will  collect  all  the  letttis  and  papers  at  Matanzas  and  Havana  for  the  squadron,  and  send  theiu 
over  to  this  place  in   one  of  the  scliooners. 

From  lla\ana  yoii  will  proceed  to  the  west  end  of  Cuba,  anchoring  near  Cape  Antonio,  and  there 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  barges,  under  the  command  of  Capitain  Wilkinson,  from  whom  you  will 
receive  your  further  instructions. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ■    ■  I).   PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Ray. 
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Matanzas,  Maxj  i,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana,  with  the  United  States  schooner  Grayhound,  and  there  receive  on 
board  sucli  specie  as  may  oiler  for  tlie  United  States,  at  2  per  cent,  freiglit.  You  will  be  particularly 
careful  that  nothing  in  the  shape  of  advertisements  are  put  forth,  and  that  no  clandestine  shipments  are 
made;  and  you  will  make  me  an  accurate  return  of  the  amount  taken  on  board,  the  names  of  the  shippers, 
and  all  tiic  circumstances  attending  the  same,  in  order  that  I  may  transmit  it  to  the  government. 

When  ready  fur  sea,  you  will   proceed  to  New  York,  land  the   specie,  and  deliver  the  Grayhound  to 
the  C(Jiiunandaut  of  the  Navy  yard,  to  be  coppered  and  repaired.     As  soon  as  her  repairs,  &c.,  are  com- 
pleted, you  will  return  to  Thdiiipson's  Island,  by  the  way  of  St.  Bartholomews  and  St.  Thomas. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  "  D.  PORTER. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Ray. 


Commodure  Porter  to  Captain   John  Porter. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  March  4,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  port  of  St.  John's,  in  the  harbor  of  Porto  Rico,  and  deliver  the  accom- 
panying letter  to  the  governor. 

You  will  there  wait,  if  necessary,  two  days  for  the  answer,  apprising  him  of  your  intention  so  to 
do;  and  at  tlic  expiration  of  that  time  you  will  proceed  to  join   me,  either  oil'  the  harbor,  or  at  the  port 
of  Aguada,  at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  where  I  shall  water  the  squadron. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
To  Captain  John  Porter,  U.  S.  Schooner  Grayhound. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Agtiada,  March  11,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  schooner  Grayhound,  under  your  command,  to  Thomp- 
son's Island,  taking  with  you  the  Ferret,  Terrier,  and  Weasel. 

You  will  run  down  the  south  sides  of  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba,  giving  the  coasts  of  both  these  islands 
a  thorough  examination. 

You  will  remain  at  Thompson's  Island  until  my  arrival. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Captain  John  Porter. 


Matanzas,  Jnue  6,  1824. 

Sir:  Being  about  to  return  to  Washington,  and  the  season  when  we  may  expect  sickness  approach- 
ing, I  ha-\^c  to  direct  that  such  of  tlic  small  vessels  as  are  now  absent  from  this  neigliborhood  are  to  be 
directed  to  repair  to  New  York  as  fast  as  they  may  arrive  at  the  island.  The  Ferret,  Lieut.  Com.  Mcintosh, 
is  to  remain  on  the  station,  as  als.i  tlic  (nayliDund,  on  her  return  from  New  York.  The  Wild  Cat,  Lieut. 
Com.  Legare,  I  shall,  from  Washin^tun,  diictt  to  return  to  the  station  immediately,  where  she  will  remain 
subject  to  my  further  orders.  Of  tlie  large  vessels,  the  Hornet  and  Porpoise  have  been  directed  to  remain 
in  the  neighlxirliDod  of  Havana,  jSlatanzas,  and  Tli(>iii|iso}i's  Island,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce. 

All  the  rest  will  \ivni- 1  to  New  York,  with  the  exrciitinn  nf  the  Decoy,  which  ship  will  remain  at  Tliomp- 

Bon's  Island  for  my  fiullier  orders.     The  cargo  she  may  bring  out  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  stores  to  the 
best  advantage. 

You  will  keep  me  regularly  informed,  by  every  opportunity,  of  the  occurrences  on  the  station,  its 
state,  and  condition. 

It  is  probable  my  return  to  the  island  will  be  about  the  last  of  October  or  the  beginning  of 
November. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  everything  will  \k'  con.ducted  with  tlic  greatest  economy  and  prudence,  and  tliat 
nothing  will  be  (lone  to  disturb  the  good  understanding  which  now  happily  exists  between  the  squadron 
uikI  til,,  authorities  of  Cuba. 

The  c(ini|iletioii  of  the  buildings,  and  other  works  .going  on,  is  to  be  expedited  with  all  the  means  iu 
your  p(nver. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  C'ovnnanding  Officer  at  Thonqit^on's  Ixland. 


AVasiiingtox,  AiigH.-<l  12,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  will  cause  to  be 
executed  whenever  one  of  the  small  schooners  can  be  spared  for  the  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

The  Senior  Officer,  Titompsun's  Island. 


278  N  A  V  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  R  S  .  [No.  270. 


Matanzas,  July  27,  1824. 
Sir:  Understanding  by  tlic  public  prints  that  you  have  been  directed  to  take  the  minister  to  Mexico, 
I  liave  to  direct  that  (after  tlic  ])crt'uniiance  of  this  service,  or  aiiv  other  confided  to  von  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,)  you  remain  in  the  iiri-hlMnhoo,!  of  Havana,  Matanzas,  aiul  Th.imi. son's  Ishmd,  f.r  the  pro- 
tection of  our  conunerce,  until  further  onh/rs,  uiih.'ss  yon  should  havi'  on  lioaid  nioni'vs  liclongiiig-  to  our 
merchants,  destined  for  the  United  States;  in  which  case  you  will  proceed  to  New  York,  reporting  to  me 
your  arrival  there,  should  I  be  in  Washington;  but  in  case  I  shall  have  left  the  United  States,  you  will, 
after  landing  the  money,  I'cpair  to  Thompson's  Island,  visiting  in  your  way  there  St.  Bartholomew,  St. 
Thomas,  coasting  down  the  south  side  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba. 
Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■'  D.  PORTER. 

Commandinfj    Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Porpohe. 


OFFICIAL  CO.MMUXICATIOXS  BETWKEX  COMMODORE  PORTER  AND  THE  CONSTITUTED  AUTHORITIES  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  ISLANDS. 

Commodore  Porter  to  tlie  Governor  of  Porto  Rico. 

V.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  March  i,  1823. 

Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  inl'orm  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  my  government, 
I  have  taken  command  of  all  the  rnitoil  Slates  forces  in  these  si'as,  for  the  protection  of  the  connnerco 
of  the  United  States  against  all  unlawful  interruiitious;  to  guard  the  rights,  both  of  property  and  person, 
of  our  citizens,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary;  and  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  slave 
trade. 

As  great  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to  our  commerce  by  privateers, 
fitted  out  from  Spanish  ports,  I  must  beg  youi-  exrelleiicy  to  furnish  me  with  a  descriptive  list  of  vessels, 
legally  commissioned  to  cruise  from  I'oi  to  !;ii-o,  with  a  set  of  the  blank  forms  of  these  papers,  that  I  may 
know  how  and  when  to  respect  them,  if  I  should  meet  with  any  of  them. 

I  must  also  beg  your  excellency  to  inform  me  how  far  they  have  been  instructed  to  interrupt  our 
trade  with  Mexico  and  the  Colombian  republic,  and  whatever  instructions  or  authorities  they  may  have, 
affecting  our  commerce  generally. 

As  the  suppression  of  piracy,  the  principal  motive  for  my  visit  to  these  seas,  is  an  object  that  con- 
cerns all  nations,  (all  being  parties  against  tliem,  and  may  be  considered  allies,  >  I  eoiilidently  look  to  all 
for  co-operation,  whenever  it  may  be  n<'ressary,  or  at  least  their  ra\oialile  ;ind  iViendly  supiiort,  and  to 
none  more  than  to  those  most  exposed  to  their  depredations;  1  tlieiefon'  look  with  conlidence  to  your 
excellency  for  the  aid  of  such  means  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  their  siipincssion;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  means,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  whatever  course  may  lie  pmsned  by  me,  to  destroy  these 
enemies  of  the  human  race,  it  will  have  no  other  aim;  and  I  shall  observe  the  utmost  caution,  not  to 
enroach  on  the  rights,  or  willingly  oHeml  tin'  feelings  of  others,  either  in  substance  or  in  form,  in  all  the 
measures  which  may  be  adopted  to  aeeoiii|ilish  the  eud  in  view. 

It  will  afford  me  sincere  ])leasui-e,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  my  govern 
ment,  and  at  the  same  time  |ii-eser\c  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  with  tliose  with  whom  I  may  be 
so  unfjrtunate  as  to  come  into  collision  or  discussion,  iu  relation  thereto;  indeed,  it  will  add  much  to  my 
happiness,  if  it  can  be  avoided  altogether. 

That  sui'li  is  my  sincere  wish,  and  that  the  objects  set  forth  by  me  are  the  only  ones  which  brought 
me  to  these  seas,  1  iieg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  in  the  most  positive  and  unequivocal  terms. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  humlile  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

His  excellency  the  Governor  rf  Porto  Rico. 


Caj^lain  General  (f  Porto  Rico  to  Commodore  Porter. 

Office  of  the  Captain  General  of  Puerto  Rico,  March  6,  1823. 
Most  Excei.lf.nt  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  the  very  estimable  letter  of  your  excellency,  dated 
the  4th  of  the  present  month,  in  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  impor- 
tant commission  which  has  been  entrusted  to  you  by  a  government  that  claims  the  respect  of  all  the  terri- 
tories within  its  influence. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  forwarding  to  your  excellency  a  noniinal  report  of  the  privateer  vessels 
which  have  been  armed  and  dispatched,  for  the  purpose  of  cruising,  by  the  competent  authority  in  this 
island,  agreeably  to  the  request  which  your  excellency  has  made  me  in  the  letter  of  that  date;  and  I  am 
extremely  sorry  to  find  myself  so  situated  that  I  cannot  comply  with  the  wishes  of  your  excellency  in  regard 
to  my  transudttiii.g  to  yon  a  set  of  tilanl.-  f(ir}n.<,  for  the  iinr|Hise  of  enabling  your  excellency  to  know  how 
and  when  to  ics])ect  their  eonimissio?is.  'i'lie  di|ilom.is  which  they  receive  come  from  our  court,  already 
signed  by  his  Most  Caliiolic  Majesty  and  the  minister  to  whom  this  ollice  pertains;  leaving,  in  these  cases, 

pai'cs  in  them  with  the  name  of  the  cap- 
II  accede  to  your  circumspect  views  in 
m,  appear  requisite  to  your  excellency, 
a  I. lank  signature  of  the  ca)itain  of  this 
paring  this  signature  witli  those  which 
hi.'h  the  said  i,rivat,>ers  are  cruising, 
w  lar  inv  iiistrmtions   are   eMenih'd,  for 
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gratification,  it  is  my  duty  to  dcclaiv  tliiit  I  find  myself  sufficiently  instructed  to  state  that  the  blockade, 
which  was  established  on  all  the  cdasls  and  ports  of  the  provinces  of  Venezuela,  has  been  raised.    Under 

these  circumstances,  I  consider  the  ( nncrce  of  the  United  States  to  be  in  free  capacity  for  an  intercourse 

with  that  of  the  places  formcily  lilnrk.idi'd;  reserving,  however,  for  lawlul  (•aptuic,  the  vessels  of  any 
nation  which  shall  be  found  eoiivcyinu-  implements  of  war  to  the  insur-cnts,  (.r  | pli.  (lis|M>s<Ml  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  their  military  icsisiance.  I  can  give  your  excellcury  nu  rcrlain  inlunnaliiin  con- 
cerning Mexico;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  circumstances  and  condition  are  to  be  found  the  same  as 
those  of  Venezuela. 

The  very  important  objects  to  which  your  commission  into  these  seas  is  directed,  and  your  good 
intention  and  views,  afford  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  hasten  me  to  manifest  myself  to  your  excel- 
lency, as  at  Uir  instant  I  now  do,  in  uiAfv  In  assure  ynn  that  all  within  the  scope  of  my  authority  and 
facaihyiii  this  islaiiii,  as  one  of  the  pla<-<>s  nidsl  iulcirstcd  in  the  llnurishing  of  commerce,  and  the  revival, 
if  pos.sible,  of  good  I'aith  and  due  resjicrt  tn  the-  pmiicrty  of  the  citizens. 

Trusting  that  your  excellency  may  be  abh^  to  liillill  the  desirfis  of  your  government  in  this  important 
charge,  and  that  they  may  be  ever  nunc  and  nimc  happy  in  their  election: 
I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  excellency's  most  attentive  and  sure  servant. 

Who  kisses  your-hands,  excellentissimo  sefior, 

MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRE. 
Host  excellent  air,  Commander  of  the  Squadron  of  the  United  S/alr.'^, 

in  the  offiing  of  this  Port,  D.  Bavh)  Portek. 


Office  of  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rioo,  March  6,  1823. 

Mo,sT  Excellent  Sir:  At  noon,  this  day,  just  as  I  arrived  from  the  village  of  Caguus,  where  I  received, 
at  eight  o'clock  this  moi-ning,  the  official  letter  of  the  King's  lieutenant  emnmandant  of  this  place,  advis- 
ing me  of  the  aiiixal  nf  the  s(iiiadron  under  the  coniinaml  of  yciii-  <'xcclli'iii  y,  w  ilh  a  disposition  to  enter 
this  port,  I  have  been  iuauspiciunsly  informed  of  thi'  iiiisruiiiiiic  occiirriiig  in  ||„.  death  of  the  commander 
of  a  schooner-of'-war  bi'longing  to  the  srpiadron,  which,  it  .seems,  persistetl  in  entering  the  port,  notwith- 
standing his  having  been  ■\\aiiif(l  by  the  Ibrt  tn  desist  from  his  undertaking,  by  a  discharge  of  two  can- 
nons, the  first  with  a  blank  cartridge,  and  the  ntlier  at  an  elevation,  with  a  ball.  But  the  garrison,  in 
seeing  his  ob.stinacy,  followed,  with  an  extraurdinary  rigor,  the  orders  for  hindering  the  entrance  of  the 
squadron  till  my  arrival,  according  to  the  determination  formed  by  the  said  lieutenant  of  the  place  yester- 
day. I  wish  tn  piTsuade  the  mind  of  your  excellency  into  a  consciousni'ss  ol'  the  soir.iw  whicii  this  event, 
so  mournful  and  unfortunate,  has  caused  me;  so  much  the  more  painful,  inasiuuch  as  it  has  iiappened  in  a 
place  in  the  district  under  my  command,  and  on  an  individual  under  the  orders  of  your  excellency,  and  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States — of  a  nation  with  whom,  in  all  acceptations,  the  Spaniards  of  both  hemi- 
spheres are  found  united. 

So  unexpected  a  misfortune,  which,  it  seems,  ought  never  to  be  feared  in  friendly  establishments, 
appears  to  carry  on  itself  a  character  of  criminality,  which  more  and  more  aggrieves  my  feelings. 

But  the  juncture  of  the  circumstances  which  have  conspired  towards  this  fatality,  according  to  the 
information  received  by  me,  is  such,  that,  if  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  examine  it  with  imparti- 
ality, you  will  perceive  that,  if  the  facts  are  not  sufficient  to  mitigate  the  regret,  they  are,  at  least, 
enough  to  prove  that  there  has  been  no  intention  of  failing  in  regard  to  your  excellency,  nor  of  offending 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  much  less  their  government. 

The  lieutenant  of  the  King,  and  commandant  of  that  place,  grounded  on  various  reasons,  cjf  which 
it  is  not  important  to  trouble  your  excellency  with  a  citation,  but  of  which,  however,  I  will  ]ioint 
out  a  few,  believed  that  he  ought  not  permit  flic  entering  of  the  squadron  until  my  arrival.  One  of  his 
motives  arose  from  his  recollecting  that,  during  the  last  year,  an  expedition  was  armed,  in  the  ports  of 
North  America,  against  this  island,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  a  man  named  Decoudray  Holstein, 
which  expedition  actually  went  to  the  port  of  St.  Bartholomew,  under  the  American  flag.  And,  among  his 
other  reasons,  were  the  following:  It  has  been  reported  here  that  auotlicr  similar  cx|iediiion  is  this  year 
in  preparation;  that  the  schooners  alluded  to,  on  their  entering,  ycstmday,  would  not  receive  the  pilots 
on  board  unless  they  jiracticed  with  })articular  plans  of  the  harbor,  and  the  lead  in  their  hand,  of  which 
the  cajitain  of  tin'  port  luade  his  c(imi>laiit;  that,  when  the  officers  came  on  shore,  a  rumor  was  spread 
that  they  were  saying  Spain  had  ceded  this  Island,  and  that  of  Cuba,  to  the  English,  which  relation  they 
confirmed  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  King,  as  he  himself  has  assured  me;  that  their  not  having  presented 
to  him  the  writing,  nor  any  expression  from  your  excellency,  he  suspected  he  had  found  something 
alarming  in  these  rumors,  and  not  sufficient  proofs  that  these  were  national  vessels,  merely  by  the  uniform  in 
which  the  officers  were  dressed. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which  he  has  informed  me  he  had  in  view  in  not  consenting  to  the 
entrance  of  the  sijuadron  until  my  arrival;  and,  in  consequence  of  them,  he  dispatched  his  orders  to  the 
Castle  of  the  Moro,  not  for  the  purpose  of  committing  hostilities,  but  merely  preventive  orders.  He  sent 
an  adjutant,  at  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  an  interpreter,  on  board  one  of  the 
schooners  under  the  command  of  your  excellency,  to  entreat  her  commander  to  be  so  good  as  to  call  on 
the  government,  in  order  to  agree  with  them  on  the  means  and  form  of  making  known  to  your  excellency 
this  their  detiMiuiuatii-ii.  I'li fortunately,  the  connnander  of  the  American  vessel  deferred,  in  the  first 
place,  his  seeing  the  lieuteiiaui  of  the  King  until  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  and,  provokt'tl  by  the 
adjutant  to  view  it  as  an  urgent  case,  and  to  consider  duly  the  cause  of  his  being  disturbed,  and  of  which 
he  was  fully  iurormed,  this  commander  promised  the  adjutant  that  he  would  go  to  the  government  as 
soon  as  he  couhl  dress  himself  By  an  unheard  of  fatality,  he  did  not  accomplish  this  promise  until  after 
his  hearing  the  tiring  of  the  cannons  at  the  Moro,  which  might  have  been  avoided  had  he  only  presented 
himself  for  an  interview  with  the  commandant  of  the  place. 

The  remissness  of  this  officer,  and  the  pertinacity  of  him  who  commanded  the  schooner,  in  his  not  suspend- 
mg  his  entering,  in  spite  of  the  cannon  that  was  fired  without  a  shot,  and  without  waiting  for  a  pilot;  but 
notwithstanding  this,  and  the  second  discharge  of  a  gun,  at  an  elevation,  to  crowd  sail,  in  order,  at  all 
events,  to  gain  the  jjort;  these  acts,  most  excellent  sir,  have  been   the  means  of  deijriving  the  United 
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States  of  a  citizen,  your  excellency  of  an  ofScer,  of  filling  Puerto  Rico  with  mourning,  and  myself  with 
inexpressible  sorrow.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  orders  issued  by  the 
lieuteiKiut  of  the  King,  and  commandant  general  of  the  place,  were  by  no  means  intended  to  commit 
hostilities  or  offence  against  the  vessels;  but  as  the  firing  was  made  at  an  elevation,  either  the  tumbling 
of  the  sea,  or  perhaps  some  bad  pointing,  must  have  been  the  cause  why  the  fourth  discharge  should 
produce  such  a  fatal  effect. 

Immediately  on  my  return  to  this  place,  I  gave  orders  that  all  the  vessels  under  the  command  of 
your  excellency,  of  whatever  descrijition,  may  enter  freely  into  this  iiarliur,  as  into  a  port  of  friends, 
where  they  will  meet  that  reception  which  the  law  of  natinus  assigns  to  those  wlm  claim  a  title  of  civi- 
lization, and  other  privileges,  secured  liy  the  treaties  i.|' iVieiidsliip  <'\istiiig  lietweeii  the  two  nations.  In 
this  act,  I  aiitici|iat.'  for  myself  the  satisfaction  <<i'  iM.in--  able  to  maiiilest,  persenally,  all  the  eonsidoration 
which  your  |irrsuii  meiits  horn  me,  and  my  regiet  for  so  iiiouriiriil  ami  disagreeable  an  event. 

May  God  jucserx-e  your  excellency  many  years,  exc(/lleiitissiin(j  sefior. 

MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRE. 

To  the  most  exveUent  Commander-in- Chief  of  the  Anglo-American  Squadron, 

in  the  offing  of  Puerto  Rico,  D.  David  Porter. 


Office  of  the  Caitaix  Gexeral  of  Pi'erto  Rico,  2Iarch  1,  1823. 

Most  Excellent  Pir:  One  of  the  first  (ibjects  of  my  attention,  as  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the 
mournful  accidi']it  conceiiiing  wliicli  1  wrote  to  your  excellency  in  my  letter  of  yestiTday,  was  to  acquaint 
myself  with  the  actual  condition  of  the  wounded  individual,  in  order  that  lie  sliouhl  be  located  where  the 
duties  of  frien.lship  might  !»■  exercised  ior  his  accoininodation  an.l  comforts;  but,  being  certified  that  he 
had  died,  during  the  tiausaction  bel'ore  related,  1  conlil  ilo  no  otherwise  than  give  my  orders  that  his 
funeral  should  be  <'onducled  with  all  the  (lecoruni  and  manirestation  of  icspect  due  to  an  honorable  officer 
of  his  character  and  station;  and  causing  his  cor[ise  to  l)e  attende<l  to  the  grave  by  a  procession,  com- 
posed of  the  principal  chieftains,  authorities,  and  other  oflicers  of  this  garrison.  In  this  act,  I  could 
wish  that  your  excellency  might  recognize  an  expression  of  the  lively  sorrow  which  has  been  excited  in 
me  by  this  misfortune. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years,  excellentissimo  sefior. 

MIGUEL  PE  LA  TORRE. 

To  the  most  excellent  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Anglo-American  Squadron, 

in  the  offing  of  this  port,  D.  David  Porter. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Governor  of  Porto  Pico. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Aguada,  March  8,  1823. 
To  his  excellencij  the  Governor  of  Porto  Rico: 

Your  Excellency:  On  the  3d  of  this  month  I  dispatched  from  the  squadron  under  my  command  the 
United  States  schooner  Grayhound,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Porter  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who 
was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  me  to  your  excellency,  written  in  strict  conformity  with  instructions 
which  I  had  received  from  my  government,  propounding  certain  inquiries  to  enable  your  excellency  to 
put  me  in  possession  of  such  information  as  would  place  it  in  my  power  to  fulfill  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  without  infringing  on  the  rights  of  Spain  as  a  belligerent. 

The  commander  of  the  Grayhound  was  directed  to  remain  in  St.  John's  two  days,  for  your  excel- 
lency's answer,  and  then  to  join  me  off  the  port,  or  at  this  place,  where  I  proposed  watering  the  squadron 
under  my  command. 

On  the  secoi;d  day  after  his  arrival  at  St.  Johns,  T  directed  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Fox  to  proceed  there  with  his  vessel  to  ascertain  Avliat  time  it  was  probable  your  reply  would 
be  obtained,  with  orders  to  return  immediately,  and  apprise  the  conimandcr  of  the  United  States  schooner 
Beagle,  another  of  my  s<iuadron,  of  my  intention  to  C(jme  to  this  place. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Fox  within  gun-shot  of  the  castle,  I  was  much  surprised  to  observe  that  six 
guns  were  fired  at  her;  but,  knowing  of  no  cause  to  justify  such  an  act  of  violence,  I  should  have  thought 
that  perhaps  I  might  have  been  mistaken,  had  not  tlie  commanders  of  all  three  of  those  vessels  failed  to 
obey  my  instructions,  which  c(ndd  not  iia\e  happened  but  ior  some  violent  detention  by  the  authorities 
at  St.  Johns. 

Until  I  am  better  satisfied  of  the  fact,  however,  I  shall  refrain  from  the  expression  of  my  sentiments 
on  the  subject,  and  shall,  for  the  present,  merely  observe  that  their  character  could  not  have  been 
misunderstood:  as  my  scjuadron,  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Fox,  was  laying  in  full  view  of  the 
eastle,  with  their  colors  flying,  and  a  British  squadron,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane, 
which  liad  several  times  communicated  with  me,  and  well  knew  the  vessels,  arrived  there  the  day  pre- 
vious to  the  last-mentioned  vessel,  and  on  the  day  previous  to  my  ariival  oil'  the  ]iort. 

1  know  not  whether  my  suspici(jns  are  correct;  but  I  have,  in  the  event  of  their  being  so,  directed 
the  senior  ofticers  to  abaudiai  the  vessels  and  leave  the  Islanil  of  Porto  Pico  as  soon  as  possible,  leaving 
it  to  my  country,  to  whom  1  shall  make  known  the  facts,  to  resent  the  outrage  as  it  may  think  proper, 
and  which  it  will,  no  doubt,  do  |ii-oui]itly  and  effectually. 

Your  excellency  must  be  aware  that  it  is  always  "in  my  power  to  retaliate,  and  even  in  this  place; 
l)ut  it  would  be  a  poor  return  lor  the  IViendshi]]  and  hospitality  I  have  received  from  its  inhabitants,  and 
I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  myself  that  the  innocent  sh(ruld  lie  made  to  suffer  for  offences  not  their  own. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  Innnble  servant, 

1).    PORTER. 
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Commodore  Porte?-  to  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rico. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Aguada,  Blarch  11,  1823. 
To  his  excellency  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rico: 

Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  favors  of  the  6th 
and  Tth  of  this  mouth. 

That  which  is  in  reply  to  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  4th,  is  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory in  all  its  details;  and  the  promptness  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  attend  to  it,  as  well  as 
its  contents,  will,  no  doubt,  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  know  not  how  to  touch  on  the  melancholy  subject  of  your  other  letters,  without  giving  vent  to 
some  of  those  feelings  which  operate  at  this  moment  on  my  mind.  I  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  treat  it 
coolly  and  dispassionately,  and  hope,  by  a  few  facts,  to  convince  your  excellency  that  there  was  not  the 
shadow  of  an  excuse  for  interdicting  the  entrance  of  my  squadron  into  the  harbor  of  St.  John's;  that 
nothing  can  justify  the  order  issued  by  your  second  in  command,  to  fire  upon  any  of  the  vessels  compos- 
ing it;  and  that  the  act  of  firing  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  an  act  of  the  most  unpardonable  cruelty 
and  barbarity.  It  is  painful  to  me  to  see  that  your  exrolli'ncy  lias  laliorcd  to  justify  the  act,  and  to 
throw  the  blame  on  the  commander  of  one  of  the  United  Stales  vessels,  then  in  port. 

A  statement  in  the  Echo  of  the  8th,  drawn  by  the  same  liaiid  that  penned  your  letter  to  me,  is  given 
to  the  public,  with  the  same  object  in  view.  Your  excellency  may  have  reasoned  yourself  into  a  belief 
of  the  correctness  of  the  inferences  you  have  in  both  cases  drawn  from  information  given  you,  or  both 
may  have  been  considered  as  neces.sary  and  ]5roper  to  prevent  excitement;  but  I  must  be  excused  for 
saying  to  your  excellency  tliat  the  ehar.i;-e  is  (nily  an  a^-^ravatien  to  the  outrage  which  had  already  been 
committed.  It  was  not  llie  (iiiiy  oC  that  ullieei-  te  ninve  al  the  beck  and  call  of  the  King's  lieutenant,  or 
to  leave  the  duty  unexeeuteil  which  I  hail  sent  him  to  peitonn,  to  communicate  to  me  the  hostile  inten- 
tions of  a  subaltern,  which,  had  they  been  fully  explained  to  him,  he  never  could  have  believed  he  would 
have  dared  to  have  carried  into  effect;  but  they  never  were  explained,  and  no  such  conversation  took 
place  between  the  King's  lieutenant  and  the  American  officer  as  is  related  by  your  excellency.  Your 
excellency  has  been  misinformed  on  the  subject;  and  had  it  taken  place,  and  had  it  been  the  duty  of  the 
American  officer  to  have  communicated  to  me  the  intention  to  prevent  my  coming  into  port,  it  would  have 
been  impracticable  for  him  to  have  executed  it,  as  the  sea  raged  with  such  violence  at  the  time  that  no 
vessel  or  boat  could  possibly  have  left  the  harbor. 

It  is  not  magnanimous  in  your  excellency  to  resort  to  such  means  to  excuse  the  bad  conduct  of 
those  under  your  command. 

The  officer  yuu  would  implicate  was  the  bearer  of  a  dispatch  from  me  to  your  excellency,  apprising 
you  of  the  benevolent  intentions  of  my  government  in  fitting  out  the  squadron  I  have  tlie  honor  to 
command. 

He  had  been  two  days  in  your  port,  and  was  possessed  of  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  which  had 
been  seen  by  your  second  in  command  at  the  moment  of  presenting  himself  to  him,  which  was  on  the 
day  of  his  arrival;  and  if  any  doubts  existed  as  to  his  character,  or  to  the  character  of  the  vessel  under 
his  command,  being  in  the  power  of  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico,  they  could  easily  have  satisfied  them- 
selves. But  he  had  been  received  and  treated  as  an  American  officer;  and  it  is  only  to  endeavor  to 
palliate  or  excuse  the  conduct  of  the  offending  individual,  that  your  excellency  has  sought  for  facts, 
which  would  never  have  been  brought  into  notice  but  for  the  lamentable  circumstance  which  gave  rise  to 
these  painful  remarks. 

He  informed  your  second  of  the  character  of  my  squadron;  a  British  squadron  was  then  Ij^ing  in 
the  port,  which  knew  me,  and,  there  cainiot  be  a  doubt,  had  communicated  intelligence  of  my  intentions 
to  visit  Porto  Rico. 

The  sloop-of-war,  on  board  which  my  pendant  was  flying,  with  some  small  vessels  of  my  squadron, 
were  lying  in  full  view  of  the  castle,  with  their  colors  hoisted;  the  schooner  which  was  fired  into  was 
standing  directly  into  port,  in  open  day;  she  could  not  have  escaped,  after  the  first  shot  was  fired,  or 
have  given  up  her  intention  of  going  into  St.  John's,  had  she  been  so  disposed,  or  had  she  understood 
what  was  intended  by  the  firing.  But,  let  me  ask  your  excellency,  who  for  an  instant  could  have  sup- 
posed that  a  small  schooner,  of  scarcely  forty  tons  burthen,  mounting  only  three  guns,  with  a  complement 
of  twenty-five  oflScers  and  men,  would  liave  occasioned  any  alarm  to  the  city  of  St.  John's,  surrounded 
as  it  is  by  fortresses,  rendered  as  impregnabl(>  as  nature  and  the  art  of  man  can  make  them?  Was  it  not 
more  natural  to  believe  that  the  firinii;  was  intended  to  coiii|iel  lier  approach?  And,  even  if  the  intention 
was  not  complied  with,  ought  not  lier  leeble  comlilion  to  lia\c  ilainied  from  those  in  your  fortress  some 
mercy?  But,  no!  the  vessel,  after  the  death  of  her  lamented  comuiander,  was  compelled  to  anchor 
between  the  forts,  where  a  tremendous  sea  was  running,  wliich  jeopardized  the  lives  of  every  one  on 
board;  to  send  the  small  boat  on  shore,  where  the  j'oung  midshipman  who  commanded  her  was  insulted, 
by  having  a  heavy  gun  pointed  at  the  boat,  and  threatened  with  destruction  if  he  attempted  to  move 
from  his  position.     He  was  then  taken,  like  a  criminal,  and  placed  under  guard. 

These  are  facts,  your  excellency,  and  incontrovertible  ones. 

Let  me  ask  your  excellency  what  better  proofs  you  have  of  the  character  of  my  squadron  now  than 
were  produced  on  the  first  day  "of  the  arrival  of  the  officer  you  wish  to  implicate?  'What  further  exami- 
nation has  been  made,  that  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico  are  better  satisfied  of  our  being  Americans 
now  than  they  were  before?     None. 

I  repeat  it,  that  the  character  of  my  squadron  was  well  known  in  St.  John's.  Even  in  this  obscure 
place,  I  found  American  newspapers  containing  all  the  details  respecting  it;  and  at  St.  Thomas  I  saw 
persons  direct  from  St.  John's,  who  informed  me  that  its  equipment  and  object  were  well  known  there. 
There  has,  in  fact,  been  a  degree  of  publicity  given  to  the  expedition,  and  an  interest  felt  in  it,  that  have 
been  rarely  equaled.  The  whole  of  the  civilized  world  was  interested  in  its  success.  It  is  in  vain,  then, 
to  say  that  we  were  taken  for  lawless  invaders;  and  it  is  unjust  to  stain  the  character  of  my  country  by 
a  charge  of  the  frequency  of  hostile  expeditions  against  tlu'  S))anish  )iossessions,  or  oflcr  them  as  an  excuse 
for  the  conduct  of  the  oflender.  Bad  men  escape  sometimes  the  \  i-ihiiice  of  the  most  rigid  authorities,  and 
no  government  deserves  reproach  when  it  does  its  utmost  to  ilelect  and  bring  them  to  punishment. 

1  find  your  coasts  lined  with   troops,  since  my  arrival  bore.      I  find   reinforcements  daily  coming 
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in,  as  I  am  informed  by  your  order,  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  my  resentment.  I  have  found  every 
precaution  taken  to  keep  me  in  profound  ig-norance  of  the  himentable  occurrence,  but  these  things  were 
all  in  vain.  I  saw  the  insult  offered  to  the  flag  of  my  country.  I  have  satisfied  your  military  com- 
manders that  their  force  is  despicable  when  compared  to  that  at  my  disposal,  and  I  have  convinced  the 
inlialiitants  that,  although  they  are  at  my  mercy,  they  will  not  be  made  answerable  for  the  offence  of  an 
individual. 

It  is  not,  then,  becoming  to  the  character  of  your  excellency  to  resort  to  subterfuge,  in  order  to 
divert  the  odium  of  the  act  from  one  officer,  to  attach  blame  to  another. 

I  will  further  ask,  why  a  rigor  should  be  exercised  towards  vessels  bearing  the  Amoi-ican  flag,  that 
was  not  extended  to  the  British  squadron,  or  to  the  French  frigate  which  arrived  subsequent  to  the 
attack  on  Lieut.  Com.  Cocke?  In  the  one  case  there  was  only  a  small  schooner  to  fire  at;  in  the  other, 
there  were  vessels  of  force! 

Had  he  fallen  in  battle,  and  by  the  hand  of  a  declared  enemy,  we  should  have  been  reconciled  to  his 
fate  by  the  proud  satisfartinn  that  lie  dicil  in  the  pi'ifdiinancr  nf  his  duty  to  his  country;  but,  to  be  thus 
cruelly  torn  from  us,  and  liy  the  haml  ut'  a  dastanl.  whose  aim  was  the  iiiuro  sure  from  a  confidence  in  his 
own  safety  and  the  deience'less  couditinii  dt  his  elijeet,  admits  of  iki  CMiis.ilation. 

Your  excellency,  in  conversation  with  the  officer  you  wish  to  implicate,  adverted  to  the  affair  of  the 
Panchita  as  some  palliation  for  the  offence;  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  officer 
who  gave  the  order  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  my  squadron,  as  well  as  those  who  executed  it,  thought 
this  a  fair  opportunity  to  retaliate.  Otherwise,  why  heat  shot  in  the  furnaces  to  destroy  ray  squadron? 
Why  open  two  batteries  on  the  schooner,  and  why  fire  round  shot  and  langrage  while  the  lamented  vic- 
tim was  hailing  the  fort?  And  why  the  remark  of  the  man  who  pointed  the  gun,  that  the  shot  was 
intended  to  avenge  the  Panchita? 

Your  excellency  will  recollect  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Panchita,  there  was  an  equality  of  force.  Such 
an  occurrence  would  not  have  taken  place  had  there  been  as  great  a  disparity  as  in  the  present  instance. 
The  cases  are  not,  therefore,  parallel;  and  if  the  satisfaction  of  retaliation  was  sought  for,  the  offenders 
have  failed  in  their  object:  it  is  yet  to  be  obtained. 

I  shall  leave  the  island  to-morrow  morning,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  shall,  without  delay,  communicate 
to  my  government  the  melancholy  result  of  my  visit  here,  which  was  intended  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  civi- 
lized world  in  general. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba. 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  off  Matanzas,  March  26,  1823. 

Your  Exceli-ency:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  my  government, 
I  have  taken  command  of  all  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  these  seas,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  against  all  unlawful  interruptions;  to  guard  the  rights,  both  of  property  and 
person,  of  our  citizens,  whenever  it  may  become  necessary;  and  for  the  suppression  of  piracj-  and  the  slave 
trade. 

As  great  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  interruption  and  injury  of  our  commerce  by  privateers, 
fitted  out  from  Spanisli  ports,  I  mtist  bog  your  excellency  to  furnish  me  a  descriptive  list  of  vessels  legally 
conimissi(ine<l  t"  cruise  fVuni  Cnha,  with  a  set  of  the  blank  forms  of  their  papers,  that  I  may  know  how 
and  when  to  rewjx.'i-t  them,  if  I  sheuld  meet  with  any  of  them. 

I  must  also  be.t;'  vnur  exeelleucy  to  iiilbrm  me  how  far  they  have  been  instructed  to  interrupt  our 
trade  with  Mexico  and  the  Colombian  republic,  and  whatever  instructions  or  authorities  they  may  have, 
affecting  our  commeree  e-enerally. 

As  the  suppressiuu  of  piraev,  tlie  pi-incipal  motive  of  my  visit  to  th(>se  seas,  is  an  object  that  con- 
cerns all  nations,  (all  being  parties  a--aiiist  tliem,  and  may  lie  et.nsid<>veil  allies.)  I  eonlideiitly  look  to  all  for 
co-operation,  whenever  it  may  be  neeessai  y,  ov  at  lea  si  llieir  ra\-oralile  and  liiendly  sn|i|H,i  (,  and  tononeninre 
than  those  most  exposed  to  their  depredations.  1  thercl'oie  look  with  conlidenco  to  youj-  excellency  for 
the  aid  of  such  means  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  their  suppression;  and,  in  the  absence  of  means,  I 
beg  leav<'  to  assure  your  excellency,  that  whatever  course  may  be  pursued  by  me  to  destroy  those  enemies 
of  the  human  race,  it  will  have  no  other  aim;  and  I  shall  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to  encroach  on 
the  rights,  or  willinuly  to  oU'end  the  fei'lings,  of  others,  either  in  substance  or  form,  in  all  the  measiu'cs 
which  may  he  adojilid  to  aeeoni|ilisli  the  end  in  view. 

It  will  afford  ine  sincere  pleasure,  should  I  be  SO  fortunate  as  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  my  govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  preserve  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  with  those  with  whom  I  may  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  come  in  collision  or  discussion  in  relation  thereto.  Indeed  it  will  add  nuich  to  my 
happiness  if  it  can  be  avoided  altogether. 

That  such  is  my  sincere  wish,  and  that  the  objects  set  forth  by  me  are  the  only  ones  which  have 
brought  me  to  these  seas,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  in  the  most  positive  and  unequivocal 
terms. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  lie, 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Narcd  Forces  In  lite  Wed  Indies  and  G idf  qf  Mexico. 

To  his  Excellency  tlie  Captain  General  of  Cuba. 
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[Translation.] 

IIabana,  March  29,  1823. 

I  feel  much  satisfaction  in  your  arrival  into  tliesc  seas  witli  the  commission  explained  to  me  in  your 
official  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  present  month,  wliich  I  am  now  answering;  and  I  oiler  yuii  at  once  a 
hearty  welcome. 

You  are  pleased  to  manifest  that  there  have  been  great  complaints  on  account  of  the  mischief  com- 
mitted on  your  commerce  by  corsairs  fitted  out  in  the  Spanish  ports,  and  wish  me  to  furnish  you  with  a 
description  list  of  the  vessels  lawfully  authorized  at  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  cruising;  also,  a  set  of  blank 
forms  of  their  papers,  in  order  that  you  may  know  how  and  when  to  respect  them,  if  you  were  to  fall  in 
with  any  of  them. 

In  answer  I  must  state,  that  as  tliis  business  pertains  exclusively  to  the  general  marine  command, 
at  this  station,  you  will  bo  pleased  \n  uddicss  this  department  for  these  objects  of  your  requisition. 

This  government,  commodore  [Srrmr  Ciniiniluro),  anxiously  desires,  and  loses  none  of  the  means  in 
their  disposal,  to  prosecute  those  encuiics  tif  {\iv  human  race,  even  to  annihilation;  and  you  can  be  well 
assured  that,  on  all  occasions,  it  is,  and  will  be,  ready  to  lend  every  aid  that  is  compatible  with  the  terri- 
torial rights  and  privileges  of  the  nations  co-operating  for  the  extermination  of  these  freebcjoters. 

Deign  to  accept  the  considerations  of  my  respect  and  friendship. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDERLAN. 

Senor  Don  D.  Poetee,  Commander  of  the  Naval-  Forces  of  the  United  States  in  this  aca. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Captain  General  of   Cuba. 

Havana,  April  20,  1823. 
TouE  Excellency:  Having  been  informed  that  an  order  has  been  issued  by  your  excellency  to  the 
military  commanders  of  districts  in  this  island,  forbidding  the  entrance  into  the  harbors  thereof  of  the 
squadron  under  my  command,  I  have,  therefore,  to  repeat  to  your  excellency,  that  I  came  by  the  orders 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  aid  of  the  local  authorities,  for  the  sni>]ii-cssinn  dl'  ]iiracy,  and 
for  no  other  object,  as  I  have  always  assured  your  excellency,  and  I  have  to  i)c.i;-  n\'  \n\\  to  |iri'vciit  any 
unpleasant  consequences  from  the  existence  of  an  order  so  liostile  to  tlie  interests  uf  Cuba,  and  su  opposed 
to  the  friendly  and  benevolent  intentions  of  my  government,  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause 
it  to  be  revoked  as  early  as  practicable;  and  that  you  will  rmnisli  me  with  a  paper,  bearing  your  excel- 
lency's signature,  whereby  the  friendly  character  of  the  fmics  undci  my  command  may  be  made  under- 
stood by  the  aforesaid  military  commanders,  as  well  as  by  all  others  in  aiitliority,  witii  whom  I  may  come 
in  contact;  and  jour  excellency  will  pardon  me  for  urging,  with  ^icai  cai  instiicss,  this  request,  as  the 
knowledge  of  this  order  has  been  the  source  of  great  uneasinesH  to  me,  pailicularly  since  an  admission 
on  the  part  of  your  excellency  coniirms  its  existence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  liumble  servant, 


To  his  Excellexcy  the  Captain  General  of  the  Mand  of  Cuba. 


P.  PORTER. 


Commodore  Porter  to  the  Captain  General  of   Cuba. 

U.  S.  Steam  Vessel  Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  Hiompnon's  Mand,  May  16,  1823. 
Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  10th, 
with  the  circulars  accompanying  it;  and  beg  leave  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  prompt  and  satis- 
factory reply  to  my  application  of  the  4  th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  assurances  of  the  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  higher  authorities  of  Cuba  towards  the  squadron  under  my 
command,  which  has  been  manifested  by  various  acts  that  have  greatly  facilitated  the  execution  of  the 
duties  entrusted  to  me;  and  it  is  the  cause  of  great  regret  that  I  should  have  been  under  any  erroneous 
impression  with  regard  to  orders  of  any  kind,  issued  by  your  predecessor  in  office,  in  any  way  concern- 
ing the  operations  of  my  forces;  and  beg  leave  to  oifer,  as  my  apology,  the  assurances  of  those  who  had 
stated  to  me  that  they  had  seen  the  orders;  the  admission  of  the  captain  general,  as  understood  by  [the] 
officer  whom  I  sent  to  him  on  this  subject,  that  orders  of  a  restrictive  nature  had  been  issued;  the  con- 
duct of  the  commandants  of  Mariel  and  Porto  Cabanes;  and  information  received  from  the  commandant  of 
Bahia  Honda,  that  some  orders  with  regard  to  the  forces  under  my  command  had  been  received  by  him. 
The  assurances  of  your  excellency  have  put  the  sulijcct  forever  at  rest;  and  your  circulars  have  relieved 
my  mind  from  the  serious  appiciicusious  nii.ln-  M-Iiicli  it  labored. 

Permit  me  to  embrace  this  i.pinulunity  to  frlicitaie  your  excellency  on  your  arrival;  to  assure  you 
that  nothing  but  a  severe  indisi)osition  has  prevented  Jiiy  paying  my  respects  in  person;  and  to  offer  you 
my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellcncv's  ver_y  obedient  servant 

D.   PORTER. 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  forces  in  flte  W.  I.  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

To  his  excellency  Dun  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives, 

Cap)tain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  its  Dependencies. 
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Tlxe  Captain   General  of  Cuba  to   Commodore  Porter. 

[Translation.] 

Habana,  3Iay  10,  1823. 

Ill  tlie  last  confei-eiicc  wliicli  you  liaJ  with  liis  excellency,  my  prodcectisor,  you,  no  doubt,  became 
satisfied  with  the  friendlj'  demonstrations  and  sincere  offers  of  this  government  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  unequivocally  expressed  by  that  chieftain,  with  explanations  of  the  subjects  of  your  doubts  rela- 
tive to  his  oflicial  letter  of  the  29th  of  March,  in  his  last  paragraph  in  answer  to  one  from  you,  dated  the 
26th  of  the  same  month. 

Having-  gained  an  understanding  of  this  case,  I  luuc  imw  the  satisfaction  of  declaring  to  you 
that  this  government  has  not  issued  any  order  for  pnihil'itiiig  the  entrance  of  the  vessels,  in  the 
squadron  under  your  command,  into  the  ports  of  this  islaiid;  but,  on  the  contrary,  your  squadron  will 
meet  with  every  aid  and  co-operation,  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities,  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates  who 
may  shelter  themselves  in  the  uninhabited  coasts,  compatible  with  the  territorial  privilege,  conformable 
to  the  laws  of  nations.  And  I  can  do  no  less  than  assure  you  that  the  Spanish  government,  always  a 
faithful  observer  of  the  rights  pertaining  to  each  nation,  as  well  as  jealous  of  their  own,  never  would 
take  measures  of  the  kind  to  which  you  allude,  without  proclaiming  their  intention  with  that  frankness 
and  clearness  which  are  its  strong  characteristics;  and,  in  the  present  case,  it  has  had  no  motive  for 
acting  contrary  to  the  sentiments  which  it  has  herett)fore  expressed  to  you. 

And  that  you  may  remain  satisfied  and  convinced,  I  enclose  to  you  circulars  for  the  different  com- 
mandants of  the  military  stations  on  this  island,  in  order  that  they  may  afford  you  all  the  assistance 
necessary  for  the  attainment  of  your  important  commission.  With  this,  I  consider  your  official  letter  of 
the  28th  of  last  month  as  answered. 

This  opportunity  allows  me  the  pleasure  of  offering  my  services  to  you,  with  the  highest  consideration. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FEAXCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Squadron. 


Tran.flated  cnjyy  of  a  cireidar  letter  from  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  the  commandants  at  the  several 
military  stations  in  that  island. 

Office  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  Habana,  May  10,  1823. 

An  American  squadron,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  David  Porter,  being  destined  to  cruise 
about  the  coasts  of  this  island,  in  aid  of  our  forces,  who  are  engaged  in  a  like  enterprise,  namely,  the 
purpose  of  exterminating  the  pirates  who  infest  our  seas,  and  cause  so  much  injury  to  commerce  in  gene- 
ral, without  respecting  any  fiag  whatever:  and  it  being  an  obligation  of  every  civilized  nation  to  annihilate 
such  banditti,  who,  heedless  of  their  duties  in  society,  employ  themselves  in  such  execrable  practices,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  give  orders  that,  wherever  this  squadron  may  arrive,  and  present  itself  to  the 
constituted  authorities,  they  must  afford  it  every  aid  which  may  be  compatible  with  the  territorial  privi- 
lege and  respect. 

God  preserve  vou  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  YIVES. 


The  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  Commodore  Porter. 

[Translation.] 

Habana,  June  30,  1823. 

I  have  received  your  official  letters,  one  of  which  is  dated  on  the  21st  and   the  other  on  the  24th  of 

the  prci^eiit  II tb.     In  llic  latter  I  (.l)scr\-c  a  (•(.niplaint   "f  the   conduct  of  the  prov>.<ionalhj  aj:ipointed 

Covci-iior  u(  Mat:iii/.as  tuwiLids  an  (itlircr  cil'  the  MliM.|i-ul'-war  Hornet.  I  have,  conse.iuc-nt'ly.  already 
made  aiLaii-cnirnts  lur  a  clnsr  iiivcsti,i;at  inn  oi'  this  subject,  in  order  to  convince  you  that  no  ntlier  senti- 
ments animate  this  ;^-uvei  inneiit  lliaii  what  liave'  already  I'eeii  manifested  to  you  on  several  occasions,  and 
from  which  it  will  never  ihviale;  ami,  likewise,  to  satisly  you  that  its  views  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
Government  of  the  Tnited  Stales,  in  the  extirpation  ol'  the  enemies  of  the  human  race  who  have  infested 
the  coasts  of  this  jiacilio  island;  and  I  wisli  yon  to  lie  fully  persuaded  that  it  will  never  be  able  to  view 
with  indifference  any  intentional  insult,  cunuiiitti'd  liy  its  sniialterns,  on  the  officers  of  any  nation  engaged 
in  so  laudable  an  enterprise. 

In  regard  to  your  letter  of  the  21st,  I  would  say  that  I  will  accomplish  .the  objects  of  its  contents 
without  delay  among  those  who  are  interested  in  their  respective  reclamations,  applauding,  at  the  same 
time,  the  just  comparison  which  you  make,  of  the  rights  of  a  strict  neutrality  towards  the  nation  whom  I 
have  the  honor  of  serving. 

I  renew  to  you  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 

To  C(innn<.dore  Uavid  PnivrEU. 

A  tnie  coi.v:    I'.  Wii.sox,  Secre/an/. 
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Commodore  Porter  to  the  Governor  of  Cuba. 
U.  S.  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  AUenton,  Tliompson' h  Island,  Jidy  13,  1823. 
Yoi'B  Excellency:    With  a  full  confidence  that  they  will   be  brought  to  condign  punishment,  I  send 
you,  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  five  pirates,  taken  on  board  two  piratical  vessels  by  two  of  the 
barges  of  my  squadron.     I  also  send,  by  the  same   conveyance,  two  men,  making   part  of  the   original 
crew  of  one  of  the  vessels  when  she  fell  into  tin-  IkuhIs  of  the  iiirutcs. 

The  witnesses  being  on  the  spot,  will  ciuible  yu  i.i  jnukc  tlir  imuishment  preempt,  and  the  example, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  highly  salutary. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  linnur  to  be, 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

D.   PORTER, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Wed  Indiet;  and  Gtdf  (>/'  Mexico. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives, 

Captain  General  of  the  Inland  of  Cuba  and  its  Dependencies. 


General  Vives  to  Commodore  Porter. 

Office  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  Habana,  July  24,  1823. 
I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  official  letter  of  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  transmitted  by  the 
schooner  Ferret,  with  five  individuals,  under  the  character  of  pirates.  These  men  were  immediately  put 
under  the  disposal  of  the  judiciary  authority,  in  order  that  they  might  be  judged  in  a  manner  accordant 
to  our  laws;  and  the  judge  who  was  especially  charged  with  the  duty  has  directed  to  me  the  following 
official  statement  of  the  result  of  his  examinations: 

"Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  commander  of  the  American  schooner-of-war  the  Ferret,  Mr.  Thomas  M. 
Newell,  being  examined,  likewise  the  mariners  whom  he  presented  before  me,  and  those  whom  he  brought 
here  as  prisoners,  by  order  of  Commodore  D.  Porter,  of  whom  three  were,  by  the  disposition  of  your 
excellency,  committed  to  the  jail,  and  two  to  the  hospital  of  Saint  Ambrosio,  characterized  as  pirates:  an 
appearance  has  not  resulted  that  they  had  an  actual  participation  in  the  invasions  and  robberies — they  were 
brought  to  their  condition  by  compulsion.  But,  as  1  have  information  that  those  who  escaped  are  now 
apprehended  and  canieil  lo  M;itanzas,  where  a  process  will  be  instituted  against  them,  and  where  the 
most  sure  means  will  lie  a'l.iptcd  for  discovering  the  plain  truth,  I  have  considered  it  expedient  to  send 
these  prisoners  to  Matanzas,  hoping  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  facilitate  their  transportation, 
with  the  necessary  provisions,  affording  to  the  disposition  of  the  judge  of  that  district  the  means  of  deter- 
mining, with  clear  understanding,  what  has  been  done  and  what  is  now  actually  doing." 

This  copy  is  forwarded  to  you  for  your  information  and  satisfaction. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 

Commodore  David  Porter. 


United  States  Ship  John  Adams,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  It  has  been  officially  reported  to  me  that  an  officer  under  my  command,  who  visited  the 
town  of  Foxardo,  of  whicli  you  are  the  chief,  in  search  of  robbers  and  freebooters,  who,  with  a  large 
amount  of  American  ]ir(ipcrty,  wrre  supposed  tcj  have  taken  shelter  there,  and  bringing  with  him  sufficient 
testimonials  as  to  his  ulijrri  and  cliaiactcr,  was,  alter  they  were  all  made  known  to  you,  arrested  by  your 
order,  by  armed  men,  and  sliamrfuily  iiisultcil  and  aljused  in  your  presence,  by  the  captain  of  the  port, 
after  which  he  was  sent  by  your  orders  to  prison,  and,  when  released  therefrom,  was  further  insulted  and 
abused  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  His  object  in  visiting  Foxardo  has  by  tliese  means  been  defeated, 
and  for  these  offences  no  atonement  or  explanation  has  yet  been  made. 

The  object  of  my  visit  is  to  obtain  both,  and  I  leave  it  entirely  to  your  choice  whether  to  come  with 
the  captain  of  the  port  and  the  other  offenders  to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  me  as  to  the  part  you 
have  all  had  in  this  shameful  transaction,  or  to  await  my  visit  at  your  town.  Should  you  decline  coming  to 
me,  I  shall  take  with  me  an  armed  furcc,  cimipctcut  to  punish  the  aggressors,  and  if  any  resistance  is 
made,  the  total  destruction  of  Fcxanlo  will  be  the  certain  and  ininie(liate  consequence. 

If  atonement  for  the  injury  is  promptly  made,  those  innocent  of  tlie  olfences  will  escape  all  punish- 
ment. I^nt  atonement  must  an'd  shall  be  had,  and  it  it  is  withheld  from  me,  they  will  he  involved  in  the 
general  chastisement. 

I  sliall  hold  the  tmvn  and  vessels  in  the  harbor  answerable  for  any  detention  or  ill  treatment  of  the 
olHcer  who  bears  this  letter. 

I  allow  you  one  hour  to  determine  on  the  course  you  will  pursue,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  if 
you  do  not  present  yourself  to  me,  I  shall  march  to  Foxardo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  .  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Alcalde  of  Foxardo. 


UNrrED  States  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson'' s  Island,  April  15,  1824. 
Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies  of  two  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the  23d  of  December  last,  requiring  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  ascertain  and  report  to  that  House,  "  whether  the  rocks  called  the 
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Donlili'  lT(.;iili'l  Slint  K<'ys,  ov  any  otiior  of  tlii^  mcks  or  desert  islets  near  the  Bahama  banks,  but  sepa- 
rated ilii'irrr.iiii  1  y  a  diMji  cliaiiiiil,  and  in  which  the  security  of  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
requiiiiiL;-  (hat  li;;litdiousi's  or  beacons  should  he  |daeed,  are  within  the  dominions  of  any  and  what  foreign 
kingdom  or  Stale;  or  whether  tiiey  are  not  now  sidijeet  to  be  appropriated  by  the  right  of  occupancy;" 
and,  secondly,  "  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  negotiate  with  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  for  a  cession  of  so  much  land  on  the  Island  of  Abaco,  at  or  near  the  Hole  in  the  Wall, 
and  on  such  other  places  within  the  acknowledged  dominion  of  that  power,  or  the  islands,  keys,  or  shoals 
on  the  Bahama  banks,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  erection  and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
or  floating  lights,  for  the  security  of  navigation  over  and  near  the  sand  banks,  and  to  be  used  solely  for 
such  purposes." 

In  consequence  of  these  resolutions,  and  a  call  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  the  wdiole  subject  has  been  referred  to  me,  with  instructions  to  obtain  the  necessary  informa- 
tion thereon,  to  be  laid  before  the  government,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  of  your  excellency  the 
information  called  for,  with  your  opinion  as  to  what  portion  of  the  Island  of  Abaco,  near  the  Hole  in  the 
Wall,  and  what  other  places  within  the  acknowledged  dominion  of  Great  Britain  on  the  islands,  keys, 
and  shoals,  as  described  in  the  resolutions,  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Tlie  description  of  the  places  should  be  made  with  sufficient  jirecision,  with  regard  to  topography,  to 
be  inserted  in  the  articles  of  cession,  if  the  consent  of  Great  Britain  to  make  it  should  be  obtained. 

Such  information  as  your  excellency  may  be  enabled  to  furnish,  without  reference  to  liis  Britannic 
Majesty's  ud\-ernnient,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  as  early  as  convenient;  and  where  reference  is  necessary, 
wliere  the  inl'onnation  may  be  obtained,  I  beg  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  lay  it  before  the  ( ei\  ii  ninent  of 
the  United  States  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible,  in  order  tliat  an  object  so  desiiahle  to  tlie 
commercial  world  may  be  promptly  undertaken  and  speedily  executed. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  have  d.jnc  myself  tlic  honor  to  make  this   application  in 
person,  but  circumstances  connected  with  my"'public  duties  deprive  me  of  tlie  pleasure  1  had  anticipated. 
^^'ith  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  his  excellency  Major  General  L.  Grant,  Governor  of  the  Bahamas. 


OFFICIAL    COMMUNICATIONS    TO    AND    FROM    THE    BRITISH    OFFICERS    IN    THE    WEST    INIHE.^. 

Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  Captain  of  his  Britannic  3IaJesty's  ship  Forte,  and  commanding  a  squadron  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty' s  ships  and  vessels  at  Porto  Bico,  to  Commodore  Porter,  commanding  the  United  States 
squadron  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico: 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Forte,  Porto  Bico,  March  6,  1823. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  United  States  schooner  Grayhound,  to  return 
you  my  best  thanks  for  tlie  ready  attention  to  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  as  well  as  to  renew 
the  assurances  of  my  sincere  desire  to  cultivate  tiiat  harmony  and  good  understanding  s(.)  haii|)ily  existing 
between  our  respective  countries,  and  in  which  I  am  only  anticipating  what  I  know  would  he  the  com- 
mands and  wishes  of  my  own  government. 

The  extended  view  you  have  taken  of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  ]inrsued  against  pirates,  in  the 
orders  issued  to  your  sqadron,  must  entitle  you  to  the  thanks  of  all  nations  who  have  commercial  relations 
in  these  seas. 

And  I  will  not  fail  to  communicate  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Owen  the  signals  by  which  the  several 
vessels  of  your  squadron  may  be  known;  and,  in  conformity  to  your  wishes,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a 
signal,  by  which  the  vessels  on  the  leeward  island  station  may  be  recognized  on  meeting  your  cruisers, 
which  I  am  sure  the  commodore  will  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  ships  and  vessels  under  his  com- 
mand, without  loss  of  time. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  THOS.  COCIIRAXE. 


[Quadruplicate.] 

The  Commodnrc  Sir  Edward  W.  C.  B.  Owen,  Kniglif.  conunander  of  the  most  honorable  military  Order  of 
the  Bath,  <imiiiiiiiiiliiuj  a  squadron  of  his  Bnfiniinr  Miij,:<tfs  ships  and  vessels,  to  Commodore  Porter, 
commanding  tlir  naval  forces  of  the  United  Sliilr.-<  <f  Xarlii  America  in  the  West  Indies: 

Sir:  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Forte,  having  represented  to  me 
the  particulars  of  his  correspondence  with  you,  upon  the  circumstances  which  occurred  on  the  occasion 
of  liis  Majesty's  sloop  Bellette  communicating  with  the  Grayhound,  a  schooner-of-war  belonging  to  the 
(iovernnient  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  under  your  command,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
ado|iting  the  signals  whicli  have  been  established  between  you  for  the  recognition  of  the  vessels  of  each 
s<iuadion  hy  those  belonging  to  the  other;  a  measure  well  calculated,  not  only  to  prevent  unnecessary 
interruption,  but  to  ensure  co-operation,  if  any  case  of  mutual  interest  shall  require  it. 

I  110)10  to  lind  in  this  measure,  and  in  the  conciliatory  style  of  your  reply  to  the  representation  which 
Captain  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  thought  right  to  nnike  to  you,  a  firm  foundation  for  that  confidence,  good- 
will and  harmony  with  whicli  the  officers  of  friendly  powers  should  meet  each  other;  and  I  assure  you 
that  I  shall  be  at  all  times  happy,  in  what  regards  myself,  to  set  a  good  example  of  this  feeling,  and  to 
cultivate  in  those  whom  I  command  the  same  good  disposition  with  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
subscribe  myself. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant,  Iv  W.  C.  R.  OWEN. 

On  hoard  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  the  Gloucester,  in  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbadues,  March  22,  1823. 

N.  B. — Copy  of  an  order  issued  with  them  is  enclosed. 
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[Extract.] 

Extract  from  a  report  made  by  Captain  Maclean,  of  hi><  3Iajesty's  brig  Bustard,  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward 
Owen,  K   C.  B.,  dated— 

Havana,  July  5,  182.3. 
E.  jr.  C.  B.  Owen,  Commodore: 

On  the  9tli  of  June,  the  Speedwell  came  oif  the  fort,  when  she  was  dispatched  to  Manati.  On  that  day 
the  United  States  schooners-of-war  Fox  and  Weasel,  with  two  barges  similar  to  ours,  arrived,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieut.  Watson,  the  commander  of  the  steamboat  Sea  (lull.  He  waited  upon  nie,  and  most 
handsomely  offered  to  place  his  force  imder  my  orders,  which  I  would  not  accept  of,  but  stated,  as  we 
were  empluycd  upon  a  similar  service,  we  could  mutually  consult  what  measures  were  best  to  be 
observed,  and  the  pleasure  we  all  felt  in  acting  in  concert. 

We  were  together  some  time,  and  they  never  did  anything  without  consulting  me,  and  the  utmost 
unanimity  and  friendship  were  observed.  On  the  10th  sailed  from  Nilarra,  two  squadrons  in  company, 
which  were  dispersed  along  thi>  coast.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th,  we  all  anchored  at  Nuovitas. 

It  tui.k  us  lo  the  i:;th  making  various  researches,  and  boarding  various  vessels  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  iKirbor,  wliirli  cxtc'iids  liv  I.  agues. 

\Vc  that  day  prcjcecded  to  Cayo  Confites  together,  and  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  at  daylight, 
observed  two  ships  on  shore,  on  the  ('licstiTliild  r.^cf,  Cayo  Verde.  We  immediately  dispatched  all  our 
boats,  and  found  them  to  be  the  Aiiiciiraii  ship  Warrington,  L.  Dillingham,  master,  from  Bordeaux  to 
Havana,  and  the  Hamburg  ship  C;esar,  ^\^  James,  from  Hamburg  to  Havana.  They  had  got  on  shore 
that  morning  at  4  o'clock.  After  every  exertion  was  used  to  extricate  them,  without  efiect,  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  gettiiig  what  cargo  we  could  on  shore  on  Cayo  Verde,  and  commenced  their 
destruction,  to  prevent  pirates  equipping  from  the  wrecks. 

The  Americans  dispatched,  by  mutual  wish,  the  Weasel  for  New  Providence,  to  provide  vessels  to 
carry -away  the  cargoes,  which  were  most  valuable,  at  least  from  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
but  from  the  linens  getting  wet  made  them  of  little  value.  On  the  18th  I  dispatched  the  barge  to  visit 
all  the  keys  and  inlets  to  B^ca  Lagua  la  (irande,  proceeding  with  the  Bustard  towards  Ginger  Key,  on 
Bahama  bank,  and  left  the  S]iccil\\cll,  witii  the  American  schooner  Fox,  and  two  barges,  to  protect  the 
property  on  Cayo  Verde.  I  anciiorcd  that  night  on  the  bank,  and  the  following  morning  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  break  my  anchor  in  purchasing  it.     We  were  anchort'd  in  a  iMiitoni  oCsand  and  limestone. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  stating  the  manner  and  conduct  olismvi  d  liy  tin;  I  nitiil  Siaiis  squad- 
ron when  we  were  at  work  on  the  wrecks,  as  also  on  shore  at  Cayo  Verde,  wlieic  we  liad  guaids  placed, 
and  the  oflScers  observed  each  others  orders  according  to  rank,  and  our  respective  crews  went  to  the 
senior  ofBcer  for  order  and  to  make  their  reports  while  employed  personally  on  board  the  wrecks  or  on 
shore. 

The  American  commander  invariably  came  to  me,  before  commencing  any  new  service,  for  my  sanc- 
tion. They  got  their  vessels  under  way  to  pick  our  boats  up,  let  us  make  use  of  their  pilots,  and  con- 
sidered our  squadrons  as  one. 


Tlie  Commodore,  Sir  Edward  W.  C.  B.  Owen,  Knight,  commander  of  the.  most  honorable  military  Order  of 
the  Bath,  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Britannic  MajeMxfs  sliips  and  veasels  emj)loyed  in  the  Wed 
Indies  and  seas  adjacent,  to  Covimodore  Borler,  commanding  the  naval  forces  cf  the  United  States  (f 
North  America,  in  ike  West  Indies: 

Sir:  The  chief  command  of  his  Britannic  ifajosty's  ships  and  vessels  in  these  seas  having  devolved 
on  me  by  the  return  of  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Chailes  iiowhy^  to  Great  Britain,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Tyne,  passing  near  the  rendezvous  of  the  squadron  under  your  command,  to  make 
known  to  you  that  circumstance,  and  to  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  that  I  shall  always  have  great 
pleasure  in  cultivating  with  yourself,  and  between  the  officers  and  others  we  respectively  command,  that 
confidence  and  amicable  feeling,  which  it  is  no  less  my  inclination  than  my  duty  to  preserve,  by  all  means 
in  my  power. 

I  take  the  opportunity,  at  the  same  time,  to  enclose  j^ou  the  counterpart  of  a  letter  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  you  from  Barbadoes,  and  which  has  been  forwarded  by  several  vessels  with  the  hope 
of  reaching  you. 

I  beg,  also,  further  to  acquaint  you  that,  after  a  patient  investigation  in  a  court  of  vice  admiralty 
in  this  island,  the  captain  and  nineteen  of  the  crew  of  the  pirate  schooner  Zaragozana,  captured  by  the 
boats  of  his  Majesty's  ships  Tyne  and  Thracian,  after  communicating  with  youin  the  Bahama  channel 
in  the  month  of  March,  have  been  condemned  to  death. 

And,  that  the  trial  of  three  others,  forming,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  gave  evidence,  the 
remainder  of  those  captured  by  the  boats,  has  been  deferred,  to  allow  them  to  procure  some  proof  which 
they  consider  will  be  tavoiaKh"  to  them. 

This,  together  with  tlie  numerous  vessels  which  have  been  destroyed  of  late,  I  hope  will  give  a 
check  to  the  nefarious  praetiees  of  these  remorseless  depredators,  and  relieve  the  peaceful  trader  from 
all  fear  of  future  outrage. 

And,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  this  great  end  accomplished  by  the  exertions  of  the  several  individuals 
we  respectively  conmiand,  in  which  we  may  preserve  a  connnendable  rivalry,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
scribe myself,  sir,  your  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

E.  W.  C.  R.  OWEN. 

On  board  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  the  Gloucester,  in  Fort  Boyal  Harbor,  Jamaica,  May  Id,  1823. 
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Commodore  Sir  Edward  W.  0.  7?.  Oim,,  Knli/hl.  rommand'-r  nf  the  most  honorablr  milihinj  Ordrr  nf  the 
Jlath;  Commo.nder-in-(Jhirf  of  Iii:<  Jlnhiimir  J!„jr.<fif:<  .^/i/y-s  /md  vessels  emi^loijrd  m/lir  \\','.<t  indies 
and  the  seas  adjacent,  to  Comni'idnre  /'arler,  emnmanding  the  n  a  cat  forces  of  the  United  Slatfs  (f  North 
America,  in  tlie  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Jlexico: 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  arrival  of  the  schooner.'^  Graylmund  and  Beagle,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  tn  mi'  nu  i\n-  \-2th  of  June  last,  inclosing  one 
for  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  commanding  his  ISritaimir  Mnjrsiy's  ship  the  Forte;  and  I  shall  not 
fail  to  transmit  the  gratifying  assurance  which  it  contains,  that  tiie  rcspiM-t  it  was  his  pride  and  duty  to 
shovi'  til  till-  rciiiains  nf  a  gallant  officer,  whose  estimable  qualities  had  endeared  him  to  his  brethren  and 
to  t'liisr  wlin  best  ri.uld  istiiiiate  his  Avurth,  had  been  received  with  satisfaction  by  yourself  and  the 
several  nllirrrs  iimlrr  ymir  rmiiniand. 

He  will  rrri'i\i',  with  |ilrasiir!',  that  testimony  of  the  interest  which  you  take  in  promoting  and 
improving  the  sentiments  of  nmtiial  giMid-will  whii  li  hitherto  have  marked  the  intercourse  of  the  vessels 
of  our  respei-ti\i'  siiuadnms,  a  dispnsii  inn  whieh,  1  trust,  the  confidence  that  we  reciprocally  manifest 
will  coufirm  and  reniler  still  nnue  pei-leet. 

I  am  happy  to  eiirhise  yen  a  giaiifying  proof  of  this  improving  sentiment  of  good-will  in  an  extract 
from  a  repnrt  which  has  been  made  to  me  by  Captain  ^[aclean,  of  his  Majesty's  brig-of-war  Bustard, 
making  known  to  me  how  iierfeetly  a  small  detachment  from  your  force,  commanded  by  the  Lieut.  Com- 
mandant AVatson,  has  rD-iipeiaieil  with  him  in  liie  sr^rvice  which  I  had  entrusted  to  his  guidance;  and  I 
beg  that  I  may  be  permitted  tn  express  the  pleasure  that  communication  has  afforded  me. 

I  am  happy,  further,  to  acijuaint  yuu  that  a  piratical  schooner,  which  had  been  cruising  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Isle  of  Fines,  was  driven  on  shore,  and  captured  by  tire  schooners  Lion  and  Union,  under 
my  command,  on  the  5th  June;  and,  though  the  crew  escaped  on  shore,  I  am  glad  to  learn  by  some  Cuba 
papers,  that  a  party  which  had  been  ordered  liy  tlie  commandant  of  Trinidad  to  pursue  them  into  the 
interior,  had  been  successful  in  taking  a  emisiderable  number  of  them. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  witlimit  nifeiiiig  you  my  congratulations  on  the  success  attending  the 
exertions  of  Captains  Kearney  and  Newton  in  destroying  the  piratical  establishment  at  Cape  Cruz,  in 
wliich  vicinity  a  row-boat  had,  a  short  time  back,  been  stated  to  have  robbed  some  smugglers. 

Although  your  squadron  has  not  been  f  irtnnate  in  capturing  the  crews  of  pirates,  who,  since  the 
affair  of  the  Zaragozana,  are  cautious  in  conunifiing  themselves,  by  a  resistance  which  denies  escape, 
yet  the  judgment  with  which  ymir  si|nailrou  is  dislribuled,  and  the  perseverance  which  your  officers 
have  shown,  under  circumstanees  of  gi-eat  deprivation,  have  not  been  unrewarded;  and,  to  these  causes, 
we  may  attribute  truly  a  consideralile  portion  of  the  comparative  security  which  the  merchant  vessels, 
passing  through  the  gulf,  have  felt  since  its  arrival. 

I  trust  success  will  still  mark  the  exertions  it  is  making  for  the  general  beneiit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  respect, 

Your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.   W.  C.  R.  OWEN. 
On  board  his  Britannic  Majesti/s  shiji  Gloucester,  in  fort  Boyal  Harbor,  Jamaica,  July  28,  1823. 


To  Commodore  Porter,  commanding  the  naval  forces  cf  the  United  Slates  of  North  America,  in  the    West 
Indies: 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Gloucester,  in  Port  Boyal  Harbor,  Jamaica,  Sej:it.  23,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  had  no  opportunity  since  the  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  brig  the  Bustard,  of  forwarding  to 
you  the  sincert'   acknnwledgments   that   I  so  .justly  owe  you,  for   tln^   kindni'ss   ami    attention  which  you 
iavislieil  on  that  vessid's  sick  and  helpless  ciX'W,  when  lieV  captain  tiiought  it  right  to  seek  refuge  at  your 

In  my  ow'ii  name  and  that  of  Captain  Maclean,  and  of  every  officer  and  man  belonging  to  her,  I  beg 
you  will  accept  my  warmest  thanks,  not  only  as  the  attentive  care  with  which  you  watched  the  progress 
of  that  afflicting  malady  was  consoling  to  the  suffi?rers  in  the  depression  wdiicli  attends  disease,  but  as 
your  own  experience  was  made  useful  in  the  anticipation,  and  your  stores  were  generously  applied  to  the 
removal  of  their  wants,  even  to  your  own  deprivation,  in  eases  where  the  infant  state  of  your  establish- 
ment did  not  enable  it  to  su|iply  them  otherwise. 

I  havi'  chari;-eil  Captain  Staflord,  of  his  Majesty's  sloop  Carnation,  if  he  has  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  you,  personally  to  repeat  how  sensibly  I  I'eei  and  how  higlily  1  value  the  humane  and  liberal  senti- 

The  necessities  of  the  Bustard  took  largely  from  your  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  comforts: 
these  I  request  permission  to  replace;  and  as  arrow-root  and  castor-oil  are  nati\e  productions  here, 
and  not  only  abundant,  but  I  hope  good,  I  have  .given  directions  for  a  small  iiuantity  of  each  to  be 
put  up,  and  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  aii^ily  it  to  the  comfort  of  aii.\-  of  your  people  who 
require  it. 

AVhilst  I  sincerely  hope  that  no  case  will  ha|ipen  to  call  on  us  for  a  return  of  kiniliiess  such  as  leaves 
me  now  so  much  your  debtor,  1  will  likewise  hoiie-all  fntuiv  intercourse  between  the  officers  of  our 
respeelive  services  may  be  marked  like  this-  by  frank  and  liberal  sentiments,  such  as  best  can  soften 
pr(juiliee  anil  lead  them  to  a  just  and  proper  eslimation  of  each  other. 

It  Avill  be  my  duty  to  lay  the  report  of  Caplain  .Maclean  before  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admirality  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  doing  whieii  1  shall  havi>  |ileasure  likewise  in  repeating  the  senti- 
ments I  here  convey  to  you,  as  I  have  novv  in  renewing  the  ex|>iessions  of  consideration  and  esteem  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedienl,  humble  servant, 

E.  W.  C.  R.  OWEN, 
Commodore  Cmnmander-in-Chief  ,f  H.  B.  M.  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  West  Indies. 
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Captain  Roberts,  of  his  Majesty's  sliip  Thracian,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  American  commo- 
dore, and  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  him,  but  is  indisposed. 

He  bogs  to  inform  the  connnodore  that  the  vessels  at  anchor  are  H.  M.  ships  Tyne  and  Thracian — 
that  all  the  boats  of  both  ships  are  away  on  the  coast,  under  Captain  Wolcott,  of  the  former  ship. 
They  have  been  away  three  days,  and  are  expected  back.  Both  ships  have  been  on  the  coast,  this  side 
of  Auguilla,  for  five  weeks,  and  have  taken  nothing.  The  boats  have  been  often  away;  and  about  nine 
days  back,  being  olf  Ensenachos,  the  Thracian's  boats  chased  amnngst  the  keys  a  small  schooner  and 
three  row  boats,  having  with  them  a  merchant  sloop,  a|i|>arciitly  AiniTicaii.  Not  knowing  the  coast 
sufficiently,  the  boats  could  find  no  passage  within  sand  hauks,  and  were  obliged  to  carry  them  over 
three.  The  sloop  was  agromid,  and  threw  all  her  cargo  overboard,  consisting  of  flour;  but  the  other 
vessels  went  away  to  wcstwaid,  witliiii  the  keys,  with  a  breeze.  Night  coming  on,  and  it  blowing  strong  ' 
from  the  north-ndi-theast,  tin'  boats  n'tiiiiied.    • 

Captain  Roberts  will  feel  obliged  to  the  commodore  for  any  information  or  papers;  and  if  he 
has  anything  to  send  to  Jamaica,  will  be  happj'  to  convey  it,  as  the  ships  are  about  to  proceed  there 
shortly. 

H.  M.  S.  Thracian,  Ilarch  I'd,  1823. 


IT.  B.  M.S.  Bustard,  Key  West,  July  23,  1823. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  cruising  in  the  old  Bahama  channel  with  a  small  squadron 
under  my  orders,  I  had  tlic  good  fortune  to  meet  at  Port  Xilarra  with  a  detachment  of  yours,  under  the 
orders  of  W.  H.  Watson,  Esq.,  employed  upon  a  similar  service  to  myself;  we  were  together  a  conside- 
rable time;  and  on  two  merchant  ships  being  wrecked  upon  a  reef  of  Cayo  Verde,  it  afibrded  us  the  plea- 
sing opportunity  of  acting  in  junction,  both  afloat  and  on  shore,  and  I  feel  most  sincere  satisfaction  in 
having  the  honor  of  reporting  the  unaniniity  and  cordiality  which  were  invariably  observed.  To  Captain 
Watson  I  Consider  myself  personally  indebted  for  his  friendly  attention,  and  desire  (jf  keeping  up  an 
interchange  of  information  which  is  most  gratifying  for  officers  to  meet  with  from  eaili  oiln  r  when  pur- 
suing the  same  object.  I  have  come  to  this  anchorage  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  this  tiiiamuni- 
cation,  and  felt  a  pleasing  duty  representing  the  same  to  Commodore  Sir  Edward  Owen,  whose  orders  to 
me  were  to  co-operate  with  your  forces,  if  it  met  the  wishes  of  those  ofiicers  I  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

R.  MACLEAN,  Commander. 
Commodore  Porter,  rf-c,  etc.,  dx: 


Sea  Gull,  Port  liodgers,  July  25,  1823. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d,  communicating 
the  circumstances  of  your  co-operation  with  part  of  my  forces  in  the  old  Straits  in  the  pursuit  of 
pirates,  and  in  the  rescue  of  the  cargoes  of  two  merchant  ships,  wrecked  near  Key  Verde,  of  your  satis- 
faction in  reporting  the  cordiality  which  pi<'\'aili'(l,  ami  makini;-  an  olVoi-  of  fntiuc  co-oixTation. 

On  the  return  of  Lieutenant  (.'onnnandanl  \\als..ii  IVoni  his  cxiioililinii,  the  rejiresontations  made  by 
him  to  me  of  the  conduct  of  yourself  and  oUicers,  on  all  transactions  wherein  you  were  mutually  en- 
gaged, was  most  gratifying  to  me,  and  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of  your  character,  which  I  find  loses  nothing 
on  acquaintance. 

It  will  afford  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  every  officer  under  my  command,  sincere  pleasure  to  co-operate 
with  yon,  or  any  other  British  oflicer,  against  our  common  enemy,  so  long  as  the  same  cordiality  of 
feeling  which  lias  been  manifested  liy  you  shall  prevail. 

It  will  be  iiighly  gratifying  to  liie"  if  the  British  officers  on  this  station  will  visit  our  little  establish- 
ment more  frequently,  and  although  we  have  not  much  to  offer  them,  we  can  assure  tliimi  of  a  hearty 
welcome. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  Captain  R.  Maclean,  K  B.  M.  Briy  Bustard. 


H.  M.  S.  Bustard,  Thomjison's  Island,  August  8,  1823. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  having  placed  in  my  hands  an  account  transmitted  you  of  an  act  of  piracy,  commit- 
ted by  the  capture  of  the  American  brig"  Two  Brothers,  of  Newburyport,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  ibosc  roncnnod,  that  upon  the  Uth  of  May  last  I  visited  ('nnd)orlaiid  liavbor,  in  the 
southeast  end  of  Cuba,  with  II,  15.  M,  sloop  under  my  command,  and  found  a  vessel  piceisely  ibe  descrip- 
tion; she  was  at  anchor  in  the  river  Augusta,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  entrance,  and  had  been  re- 
moved there  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  whose  charge  she  was  under;  the  pirates  had  plundered  her  of 
everything  on  their  abandonment  at  that  port.  The  particulars  of  her  capture  by  them  was  furnished 
me  in  a  conversation  with  Don  Jose  De  Lara,  captain  of  the  party  at  the  district  of  Ma.  Catalina,  as  also 
by  Corn's  O'Callaghan,  a  planter  in  that  neighborhood,  and  the  fishermen  in  the  harbor;  their  depositions 
appear  to  coincide  exactly  with  the  description  and  account  you  have  furnished  me  of  tl^e  said  vessel. 
The  commandant,  (or  captain  of  the  party,  as  he  is  called,)  further  informed  me,  that  some  of  the  pirates 
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who  brought  lier  in  had  been  apprehended,  and  sent  to  the  authorities  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.     I  sincerely 
trust  this  may  lead  to  the  condign  jnmishment  of  such  an  execrable  act, 

And  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  esteem,  dear  sir,  yours,  most  respcctfuUv, 

■  11.  MACLEAN. 

To  Commodore  Porter,  d-c,  dc.,  d:c. 


H.  M.  S.  CARNATION,  Havana,  January  10,  1825. 

My  Dear  Sin:  Your  kind  and  uMiging  favor  of  the  3d  inst.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  and 
feel  happy  to  hear  of  ynur  i;ii(i(l  hcaltli.  The  improvements  you  are  making  at  Thomj)son's  Island  will  be 
of  great  use  to  the  naval  cstalillslinicuf ;  1  rci;ret  {u  hear  from  Lieutenant  Liandet  you  have  several  cases 
of  intermitting  fever  in  the  liuspiial,  Imt  1  am  in  hopes,  when  you  clear  away  a  little  more  wood  and 
drain  the  swamps,  the  place  will  licconie  healthy.  We  have  no  news  of  conscqTiencc  here.  Several  re- 
ports of  piracy,  notwithstanding  our  numerous  force  round  the  island.  "VYc  ha\-c  five  xcssels  of  war  upon 
the  south  side,  and  the  same  number  on  this;  but,  excepting  we  have  apccy-c;-  cn-oprralion  from  the  shores 
of  Cuba,  it  is  my  npininn  the  united  navy  of  America  and  England  would  net  ellcctually  suppress  piracy; 
they  onglit  to  insist  upon  hanging  a  few  of  the  villains  (who  are  now  in  confinement  here  for  that  crime,) 
at  tiie  entrance  of  some  of  the  jirincipal  harbors  in  this  island;  such  an  example  would  be  attended  with 
universal  benefit.  A  Spanish  s(|uadrijn,  (xmsisting  of  a  frigate  and  two  corvettes,  will  leave  this  upon 
Wednesday  for  the  Castle  ni'  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  taking  down  five  hundred  soldiers;  we  hear  (hey  are  in  a 
very  bad  state  there,  and  witlmnt  immediate  succor  must  surrender.  The  Dartmouth  frigate.  Captain, 
the  Hon.  J.  A.  Mamie,  has  relieved  me,  and  I  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Jamaica  direct.  I  cannet  yet  say 
where  my  iK^xt  cruise  will  he,  Imt  I  hupe  to  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  United  Slates  shortly. 
'I'he  Dartnieiiih  and  three  selioeners  arc  searching  all  the  old  channel  of  Bahama,  and  the  Ferret  is  also 
in  that  diredien.  1  Iicl;'  veii  will  nfier  my  best  respects  to  Mrs,  Porter  and  family  when  you  write,  as 
also  to  Captain  Dallas.  '  1  "shall  he  happy  to  bo  the  bearer  of  any  letters,  &c.,  from  liim  U>  his  relation.s  in 
Jamaica.  I  shall  not  le!i\-e  this  before  TInnsday  morning;  tlierefoic,  if  any  \essel  comes  over,  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  Avriting  them. 

Believe  me  alwavs  with  sincere  resjicct  and  esteem,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  trulv, 

K.   MACLEAN. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  d-c,  dr.,  dc. 


MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESI'OXDENCE  ON  THE  GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  I'lRACY  AND  CONVOY,  ETC. 

Trinidap,  Cuba,  Hay  19,  1823. 
David  Porter,  Eaq.: 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowdedging  the  recei]it  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  16th 
ultimo,  with  the  enclosed  information  to  American  merchants  and  shi]i-niasters.  Wo  are  sorry  to  observe 
that  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  send  any  protecli(iU  on  this  side  of  the  island  for  the  present,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  men.  We  have  to  assure  yon  one  or  more  small  vessels  are  much  wanted  to 
cruise  between  Cape  Cruz,  this  and  Cape  Antonio,  for  the  pidtection  of  American  vessels;  at  present 
there  are  two  pirates  oif  cruising  between  this  and  Cupe  ihit.on  Key  Quego,  and  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  say  what  depredations  they  may  commit  on  the  unarmeil  American  flag,  and  we  are  sorrv  to  say  there 
is  no  armed  vessel  in  port  to  send  after  them;  we  have  thi'ret'oix-  to  hojie  your  immediate  attention  will 
be  drawn  to  the  safety  of  American  vessels  coming  and  departing  from  this.  We  have  no  doubt  but  you 
are  acquainteil  that  those  piratical  vessels  are  generally  titled  out  from  different  ports  in  this  island,  and 
that  they  have  their  IViends  on  shore,  which  in  one  sensi'  is  their  protection  towards  piracy. 
We  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humlile  servant, 

TATE  S.  GRAWNING. 


Consulate  of  United  States,  Alvarado,  October  10,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  positive  informtition  that  an  American  vessel,  brig  Cato,  Hugh  Delany 
master,  has  been  hoarded  and  rohlieil  at  Tabasco,  at  a  place  called  Escovas,  twelve  leagues  below 
Villa  Hermosa,  tlie  luincipal  town;  the  master  and  three  men  wounded.  This  vessel,  together  with 
another,  the  schooner  Leaihr,  hoth  of  Philadelphia,  require  protection,  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  will 
promptly  afford  them.  It  is  desirable,  your  vessel  permitting  it,  that  you  proceed  to  Tabasco  before 
entering  this  port.  The  masters  of  the  aforesaid  mentioned  vessels  are  said  to  have  landed  their  gunsou 
the  beach,  and  there  formed  a  battery  for  their  protection. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

AVILLIAM  TAYLOR. 
Lieutenant  Commandant  Chas.  Boarman,  U.  S.  Schooner  Weasel. 


ANciinRAfiE  OFF  Sacrificios,  October  4,  1823. 
mmoddrc  L\,rtcr,  nnnmamliii;/  the  T'.  S.  SjUadron,  7'h' mi //son's  fslaiid: 

Sir:    Forty-<'ighl  hours  after  sailing  of  the  Tniled  Stales  ship  Hornet  from  lUr  jiort  of  YeraCruz,  fhe 
stle  of  St.  John  De  Clloa  opened  its  fire  on  the  town  and  torts  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  has  contimied  from 
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the  25tli  of  last  month  to  tliis  duy,  at  intervals!,  always  aiisworod  by  the  Mexican  forts;  the  injury  done 
on  either  side  is  very  trifling,  but  commcicc  is  diivcn  dnwii  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  must  resort  toother 
points.  Alvarado,  a  bar  harbor,  thirty-.six  miles  sniitlicast  IVom  this  place,  admitting  vessels  of  eleven 
feet,  is  the  point  which  in  all  probability  will   be  musl  resorted  to. 

It  is  iiii|)nssililc  to  foresee  the  termination  of  these  hostilities;  and  should  the  Spanish  authorities  of 
Cuba  suiipnrt  the  (iovernor  of  Ulloa  in  his  mad  attack,  it  is  somewhat  probable  that  a  blockade  of  Alva- 
rado, and  of  the  xMexican  coast  generally,  may  be  undertaken.  In  such  an  event,  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  a  considerable  amount,  may  be  placed  in  imminent  hazard,  and  will 
requii-e,  to  relieve  it  from  jeopardy,  some  interference  on  the  part  of  our  government  and  of  our  naval 
force. 

Three  are  at  present  in  the  port  of  Alvarado — the  schooner  Fame,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  schooner 
from  New  Orleans;  the  brig  George  and  the  schooner  Tom,  both  of  Philadelphia,  sail  from  tins  anchorage 
on  to-morrow,  for  the  same  port;  several  vessels  from  the  United  States,  richly  laden,  are  daily  expected, 
and  from  the  interior  a  considerable  sum  is  expected,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
intended  to  be  shipped  for  our  country. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  these  circumstances.  Your  patriotism  and  vigilance,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  promptly  induce  you  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  case  may  require. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  REILLY,  Vice  Consul  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  Port  rf  Vera  Cruz. 


New  Orleans,  April  15,  1823. 

Sir:  A  most  atrocious  art  of  |iira(\Y  has  been  committed  in  Campeaeliy  l>ay,  on  tin' Aiiiei-ican  brig 
Belisarius,  atteiKled  by  the  iiim-di'i- of  lici- caiitaiu  and  cook  in  a  most  shockiii--  and  n-iicl  manner;  and 
calls  for  every  effort  to  briii.i;-  the  pcrpctratois  (o  punishment.  It  also  a|i|icars  IVom  the  stalcmcnl  of  the 
mate,  and  such  of  the  crew  uf  the  Belisarius  as  have  been  examined,  that,  at  the  time  this  act  of  piracy 
was  committed,  there  were  several  other  vessels  iu  sight,  which,  from  hoistiug  the  same  flag  with  the 
vessel  committing  the  act,  must  be  of  the  same  character. 

With  the  view  of  destroying  this  piratical  association,  bringing  the  guilty  to  punishment,  and 
affording  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  now  very  valuable,  I 
have  determined  to  retain  tiie  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  under  your  command,  on  that  service, 
until  the  pleasure  of  tlie  Department  shall  be  known. 

Proceed  therefore  with  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus  to  the  Bay  of  Campeachy,  in  pursuit  of 
the  piratical  vessel  or  vessels  above  mentioned,  "  looking  into  as  many  of  the  ports  and  inlets,  on  the 
Spanish  coast  in  your  route,  as  safety  and  the  nature  of  the  service  will  permit,  with  the  view  of  dis- 
covering any  piratical  vessels,  and  to  afford  protection  to  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States."  In 
the  detention  or  capture  of  vessels,  you  will  govern  yourself  by  the  general  cruising  instructions  and 
laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  and  punishment  of  piracy,  furnished  you  by  the  Navy 
Department. 

Afford  convoy  and  protection  to  any  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  that  may  be  bound  from 
this  to  any  ports  on  your  route,  and  give  notice  at  such  ports  as  you  may  touch,  that  you  will  occasion- 
ally call  off  those  ports,  and  give  convoy  to  this  port.  Mobile,  or  Pensacola,  particularly  at  Campeachy, 
Tabasco,  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico;  from  which  ports  large  remittances  in  specie  are  expected  here.  Com- 
municate with  me  by  such  opportunities  as  may  offer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

To  Lieut.  Commandant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Schooner  Granijjus,  New  Orleans. 


[Extract.] 

New  Orleans,  December  27,  1823. 

The  success  that  has  attended  your  exertions,  in  the  punishment  and  suppression  of  piracy,  has  sur- 
passed the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  our  country,  and  justly  called  forth  the  best  feelings  towards 
yourself,  ofiScers  and  men. 

The  merchants  here  were  much  pleased  by  the  arrival  of  the  Wild  Cat;  and  if  you  could  spare  a 
small  vessel,  to  touch  periodically  at  Alvarado,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tampico,  and  thence  to  this  port,  the 
commerce  of  this  port  would  be  very  materially  beneltted  thereby.  From  those  ports,  and  particularly 
Tampico,  large  sums  in  specie  are  frc(|uciill y  slii|i|MMl  to  this  |ii;u'c,  and,  from  want  of  opportunities  by 
vessels  of  war,  they  are  obliged  to  lisk  ii  on  lioard  small  im  reliant  seliooners;  and  could  you  establish 
a  regular  conveyance,  by  a  vessel  of  war,  the  slii|inieuts  would  be  greatly  increased.  Applications  are 
frequently  made  to  me,  to  know  whether  you  would  send  any  of  your  vessels  to  lb, is.'  poiis,  and  permit 
them  to  transport  specie  to  this  pdace.  Early  jiart  of  this  month,  a  small  si-li,.,.ner  limuulit  up  IVom  Tam- 
pico $250,000  at  once,  which  would  have  beim  put  on  board  a  vessel  of  war  in  preferenee.  had  one  been 
there,  the  commission  on  whieh  would  have  \n-vn  2|  percent.  A  most  essi-ntial  service  wmuM  be  ren- 
dered to  the  merchants  of  this  ]ilai-e  by  such  an  arrangement,  and  proteetion  alfonled  to  a  most  valuable 
and  rapidly  increasing  commerce  in  the  Bay  Mexico,  and,  I  hope,  prove  advantageous  to  yourself  and 
officers.     Any  assistance  I  may  be  able  to  render  you  will  be  most  cheerfully  aflbrded. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  £v.,  &c. 
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Xew  Orleans,  March,  18,  1824. 

Sir:  Captain  Paillct,  who  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  enj^agcd  in  tlie  commerce  between  this  port 
and  Tabasco,  in  the  province  of  that  name,  wliere  he  has  a  trading-  house  established,  and  was  captured 
ill  Jainuuy  last,  by  a  piratical  boat — called  on  me  two  days  ago,  to  communicate  the  circumstances 
atUndin.i;-  his  capture,  and  such  information  as  he  had  obtained  while  in  their  custody. 

He  was  captured  on  board  the  American  brig  Harriet  and  Lucy,  Captain  Fanswart,  of  Hallowell, 
(which  he  had  chartered,)  on  the  24tli  of  January  last,  when  close  in  with  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Tabasco,  by  an  open  boat  or  pirogue,  mounting  an  iron  four-poundcr  in  the  bow — having  a  crew  of  six- 
teen athletic  young  iiicii,  ariiicd  with  pistols  and  cutlasses — the  crew  all  European  Spaniards.  The  brig 
was  taken  possession  of,  luit  the  oilicors  and  crew  not  materially  maliioati'd. 

The  iiiratcs  rr|ircsciifc(l  tlicmsclvcs  as  part  of  a  band  ccjiisistini;-  ot  litty  men,  and,  as  they  said,  all 
equally  stroim'  and  dolniiiiiicl  as  they  were,  but  that  they  were  without  a  captain,  and  urged  Captain 
Paillfi  to  join  their  association  and  become  their  chief,  which  he  resolutely  refused,  and  demanded  to  be 
put  on  slioic  witli  the  olliccis  and  crew  of  the  brig,  which  they  complied  with  on  the  following  day,  after 
plundering  them  of  everything. 

Part  of  the  brig's  cargo  consisted  of  wines,  a  cask  of  which  was,  during  the  night,  hoisted  on  deck, 
broached,  and  each  lielped  themselves  as  they  desired.  The  effects  of  the  wine  rendered  the  pirates 
incautious,  and  they  conversed  of  their  affairs  without  disguise,  "in  vino  Veritas."  Captain  Paillet,  who 
is  a  native  of  this  city,  and  understands  tlie  Spanish  laii-ua.n'e  peiTeetly,  listened  attentively  lo  their  coii- 
versalion,  and  learned  that  their  association,  as  beloiv  staled,  c. insisted  of  lilty  ]iersons;  that  tliey  cruised 
only  in  open  boats  or  pirogues,  never  ventnred  far  IVoin  land,  and  that  their  boats  drew  s(j  little  water 
as  to  be  at  any  time  beached  with  entire  sal'ety  to  their  crews;  their  rendezvous  is  at  the  Island  de 
Mugeres,  or  Mohair  Key,  lying  off  Cape  rato<lie,  distant  aliout  five  miles,  to  which  place  they  take  their 
prizes;  and  from  thence  send  their  goods  (ti  jlerida,  tlie  ca|iital  of  the  province  of  Yucatan. 

The  channel  or  passag(.'  I)etween  the  cape  and  island  is  alone  used  hy  them;  the  water  not  deep  and 
the  anchorage  secure.  As  evidence  of  their  security,  they  meniioncd  having  captured  a  brig,  and  after 
cutting  away  her  masts,  moored  her  in  this  channel,  wliere  she  reinained  upwards  of  two  years;  that 
they  had  not  bei'n  molested  by  any  cruisers,  but  that  the  Governor  of  Merida  had  once  sent  a  party  of 
soldieis  against  them,  whom  they  had  defeated. 

W^-  intorniant,  who  has  been  known  to  me  several  years,  is  highly  respectable,  and  upon  whose 
voracity  and  intelligence  lull  relianc<>  may  be  placed,  thinks,  from  what  he  learnt,  that  deposits  of  pro- 
perty, to  coiisideraMe  aniouiil,  is  made  at  .Mohair  Ivey,  by  these  pirates;  and,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
country,  re^'onmieiids,  in  case  a  force  should  he  sent  a.guinst  them,  that  the  vessels  should  not  make  the 
island  in  the  day,  but,  if  practicable,  in  the  evening,  that  their  approach  to  the  island  may  not  be  dis- 
covered; then  surprise  them,  and  prevent  their  escape. 

The  commerce  between  this  port  and  Tabasco,  Sical  and  Campeachy  is  already  very  valuable,  and 
fast  increasing.  Information  relative  to  these  pirates,  and  their  movements,  will  be  given  by  the  Gover- 
nor of  Sical,  where  it  is  advisable  to  call,  before  proceeding  to  Mohair  Key. 

The  boat  that  captured  the  Harriet  and  Lucy  came  out  from  the  river  St.  Pedro,  distant  from 
Tabasco  river  only  a  few  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAN'L  T.  PATTERSON. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Wed  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


[Extract.] 

New  Orleans,  3Tarch  31,  1824. 

I  had  the  ]ileasure  to  write  you  by  the  Wild  Cat,  Lieutenant  Wolbert.  Tlie  schooner  mentioned 
in  that  letter  has  made  several  trips  to  Tampico,  and  each  time  brought  huge  sums  in  specie,  and  a  small 
schooner  lately  arrived  from  thence  with  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  ,i;-old  doubloons;  'tis  said  a 
hirg(.'  amount  is  ready  for  shipment  to  this  place,  and  waiting  a  secure  conveyance — much  of  it  American 
property.  The  best  interests  of  our  country,  it  ajipears  to  me,  arc  i)romoted  by  the  introduction  of  such 
large  amounts  of  specie.  I  wish  you  would  detach  a  small  vessel  or  two  to  me;  I  could  iind  employment 
for  them  beneficial  to  the  public  service. 

(Signed)  DAN'L  T.  PATTERSON. 

Com.  Porter,  (tc,  d'C. 


[Extract.] 

New  Orlean'.s,  May  20,  1824. 

Sir:  I  received,  with  great  pleasure,  your  letter  of  the  2.5th  ult.,  by  Lieutenant  liitchie.  The 
arrival  of  the  Fox,  to  be  omploj'ed  between  this  place  and  Tampico,  has  given  general  satisfaction  to  the 
merchants  of  this  city,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  community;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  it  beneficial  to 
you,  at  the  same  time  that  it  proves  so  to  the  public.  Lieutenant  Ritchie  leaves  this  place  this  afternoon, 
to  join  his  vesscd  at  the  Balize,  and  will  sail  immediately  for  Tampico,  should  this  city  be,  (as  I  much 
fear  it  will, )  afllicted  this  summer  by  an  epidemic.  The  small  vessels  can  rendezvous  at  Barataria, 
where  they  can  receive  any  supplies  they  may  require,  without  delay,  from  the  city,  and  without  expo- 
sure to  the  disease  of  the  city;  they  can  also  there  obtain  fresh  provisions  in  abundance. 

We  have  all  been  gratified  by  the  visit  of  young  Farragut,  of  whom  we  have  formed  a  high  opinion; 
he  has  given  us  most  gratifying  information  of  you,  Mrs.  Porter  and  your  family.  This  will,  I  presume, 
find  you  preparing  for  your  return  to  the  United  States,  as  Lieutenant  Ritchie  informs  iiic  you  will  pro- 
bably do  in  the  ensuing  montli. 
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Piracy  is  now  quite  down,  and  will  want  only  a  force  in  the  West  Indies  cruisin"-  to  keep  it  so      I 
have  not  heard  of  any  act  of  piracy,  or  force,  since  my  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  "' Should  I  learn  of 
any,  it  shall  be  immediately  communicated  to  you. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

(Signed)  DAN'L  T.  PATTERSON. 

Com.  Porter,  dv.,  &c. 


[Extract.] 

Sea  Gull,  Port  Bodgers,  July  19,  1823 
I  notice  what  you  say  relative  to  the  agitations  which  prevail  in  Cuba,  and  have  in  consequence 
sent  the  schooner  J^  ox  to  cruise  otf  Havana,  and  to  communicate  with  you  every  day 

If  in  your  opinion  a  sh^.p-ol-war  will  bo  necessary  to  take  on  board  the  specie  of'our  merchants,  and 
other  valuable  property  to  nuisport  to  the  United  States,  or  to  this  place  for  temporary  security  please 
to  give  me  the  earliest  intelligence,  and  one  shall  be  sent.  ^  ^ 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Ritchie  has  orders  to  return  to  this  place  with  any  communication  vou  mav 
have  to  make  to  me.  •'  -^ 

With  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant 

(Signed)  '  p    PORTER. 

Directed  to  Messrs.  Castillo,  Black  &  Co.,  Havana. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Thompson's  Island,  April  5,  1823 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  March  28,  and  regret  extremely  my  inability  to  comply  with  vour 
wish  at  this  mon^ent,  m  keepmg  a  stationary  force  off  Havana,  in  consequence  of  those  vessels  having 
lefUhe  station,  before  my  arrival,  which  I  confidently  expected  to  find  here,  and  intended  for  regular 

I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  employing  some  of  my  small  vessels  to  convoy  from  Matanzas 
and  so  soon  as  some  others  of  them  arrive,  which  are  now  to  leeward  of  Cuba,  I  shall  make  a  similar 
disposition  with  regard  to  IIa\  ana.  .^"unai 

?^'IIT.  T^  i^^'^V^r"""'  :''''fl'".*  Y''^^''^'''-^"''''^  ^  "'^y  ^^^<^  ""^  "^y  <^\^]^os^\,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
loy  It  so  as  to  aftord  tlie  most  eflectual  protection  to  our  trade. 

Hoping  that  your  family  have  ere  this  arrived  in  safety, 

I  remain  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant 
(Signed)  -  p_  PORTER. 

(jeorge  kxiGiiT,  Esq.,  Havana. 


NuEviTAS,  4pn7  16,  1824. 
fame         '^'^^''^'^S'^'  ^  ^''•'^'''  ""^  ^he  pleasure  of  knowing  you  personally,  I  know  well  your  merit  and  your 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain  Legaro;  he  has  rendered,  and  is  renderino-  services  to  our 
country m  company  with  his  brother  officers,  on  this  unprotected  coast  ^' 

tion  this  nr^VT  ^T'  f  ^"T^^^^''  universally  useful,  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion this  part  of  the  is  and.     I  do  firmly  believe  that  you  cannot  better  employ  a  respectable  vessel  of 

ably  to  this  place,  and  frequently  suffer  by  piratical  boats. 

I  wish  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  order  one  of  your  vessels  of  war  to  this  rilacc  in  about  twentv 
days,  to  convoy  out  a  schooner  bound  for  New  York.  ^         '  twenty 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

n  J       T.         T.  JOHN  OWEN. 

tommodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  do. 


„       _  U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  of  llatanzas,  March  26,  1828 

the  GWab  Geierfl^oTp^i"  «''''"."'  ^  '^"^'^^•fce  the  opportunity  to  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
privatms  fitted  o,?f  f  ^^  a"  "^  l^^^"'^  ^^^  ^*''  "''^-  '"  ''^^^  ^«  certain  inquiries  relative  to  the 

The^nfoUt         .       ^^.'■^>^"^'  '-^"^1  their  authority  for  ini.,,  npting  our  commence  with  the  main 
llie  information  it  contains  is  interesting  to  our  merchanis,  au.l  I  beo-  you  to  o-ive  it  publieitv 
l.er«r  anL'r"'''^',^  Matanzas,  to  wait^for  the  boats  of  Uiis   ship   w^h,  ^^t^/the'gSa    ^part  of 
the  olcHlraS.  schooners,  have  been  near  a  week  absent  among  the  keys,  on  the  south  sfde  of 

Porto  Rk'^o'lTom^l  Id'cuh'^'  '^  '^%  °'^''  '' n  '  '"^  ^'T  '^'°'<^^SW  «"""  J^'d  the  north  sides  of 
north  s  S  of  thes^  sla;r  to  1  '  "'  ^"^"1  '''  ^^'^'^  ^°"^^'^'-  ^  ^^^^^^  «°"t  «'"•'»"  ^''^^^^'^  ^^'wn  the 
dispatched  tL  SaA    r.cm,     fl  ^''r'^  'n""'  '^'^'''  V'^'l'"'  ^°"'^  '^°  ''l^'^'-^' ^  be  found,  and  have 

force  ,nr/rn^  to  scour  the  coast  from  Caraccas  to  La  Vera  Cruz.     I  have  made  the  most  of  the 

fsi'id^'^iTVeT^^rj^^'rzio^r^"'^  ^^^  -"  *"^  -^'^'•^^^^'^-^ '  ^^^--^^ ''-'-  --^'^  ^  "-•^-  -^^  ^^'-'i--'^ 
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I  hope  to  lie  there  in  a  fe%v  daj's,  and  shall  soon  visit  Cuba  again.  In  the  meantime,  I  beg-  of  you  to 
write  to  me  at  Matanzas,  and  give  me  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  pirates,  and  if  at  any  time 
you  get  intelligence  of  them,  which  it  is  desirable  I  should  have  soon,  it  will  be  well  to  dispatch  a  boat 
to  Thompson's  Island  with  the  information,  the  expense  of  which  I  will  cheerfully  pay. 

I  send  you  a  letter  for  the  captain  general,  which  I  beg  you,  after  reading,  to  seal  and  present  to 
him.  You  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  reply,  but  I  fear  one  cannot  be  had  before  I  leave 
Matanzas.  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  behind  me  a  vessel  to  bring  the  answer,  which  you  had  better  send 
undir  cover  to  one  of  the  American  merchants,  (or  consul  or  commercial  agent,  if  there  be  one  estah- 
lislied  tlim-e, )  to  deliver  to  the  commander. 

By  a  list  furnished  me  from  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rico,  it  appears  that  only  four  privateers 
are  commissioned  to  cruise  from  that  island,  one  of  which  is  taken  by  the  j)atriot  cruiser  Constitution,  two 
others  are  laid  up  at  Mayaguada,  and  one  was  spoken  by  part  of  my  squadron  on  the  south  side  of  Porto 
Rico. 

Tliere  is  one  privateer  from  Porto  Cabcllo  called  the  Espcranza,  which  sailed  from  St.  Johnson  the 
20th  January  last. 

I  spoke  a  British  squadron  off  St.  Thomas,  which  afterwards  went  to  St.  Johns,  consisting  of  a 
frigate  and  two  sloops  of  war,  licin;^-  part  of  tiio  force  under  Commodore  Owen,  and  bound  to  the  lee- 
ward station. 

I  also  found  two  British  sloops-ol-war  at  Cayo  Conlites,  searching  for  pirates.  They  had  been  on 
that  service  five  weeks,  and  takou  notliiiiu-.  Tlnv  inrornicd  me  that  they  had  burnt  a  house  and  flag  statf 
at  Key  Eucenachos,  thercloic  if  we  sliould  lie  rliai-i'd  with  the  act  I  bog  you  set  the  matter  right. 

At  St.  Johns  an  extremely  melancholy  (jccurrence  tuuk  place,  by  the  tiring  of  the  batteries  on  one  of 
my  small  schooners,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  her  commander.  Lieutenant  Commanding  William  C. 
Cocke. 

The  affair  will  occasion  great  excitement  in  the  United  States,  and  cannot  bo  justified  on  any  princi- 
ple. The  captain  general  has  endeavored  to  atone  for  it  by  his  regrets,  but  nothing  short  of  the  punish- 
ment of  the  officer  wlio  gave  the  order  to  fire  on  my  squadron,  will  or  ought  to  satisfy  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States. 

We  enjoy  unusually  good  health  in  our  squadron,  and  I  feel  disposed  to  preserve  it  by  avoiding 
Havana,  which  is  the  reason  of  my  not  visiting  it  now. 

Have  the  goodness  to  let  me  know  where  our  vessels  on  this  station  are,  and  all  you  know  about 
them. 

AVith  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

John  W.\rxek,  Esq.,  American  Consul,  Hacana. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,    Thompson's  Island,  April  5,  1823. 
Sir:  By  a  small  expedition  under  Captain  Cassin,  I  send  you  this,  and  it  is  likely  you  will  often  hear 
from  me  in  this  way  hereafter.     If  any  vessels  arrive,  another  will  leave  here   in  a  few  days,  and  I  hope 
hereafter,  when  I  get  organized,  to  afford  regular  convoy  from  Havana  every  Saturday  morning,  as  I  now 
do  from  Matanzas  every  Sunday. 

I  have  not  much  more  than  half  the  force  that  I  calculated  on,  in  consequence  of  the  vessels  hav- 
ing unexpectedly  left  the  coast  of  Cuba  before  my  arrival.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  with  whatever  force  I 
may  have,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  give  our  trade  eflectual  protection,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
the  pirates  on  the  look  out. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  letters  I  understood  were  sent  to  Matanzas. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

John  Warner,  Esq.,  American  Consul,  Havana. 


[E.xtract.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Allmton,  April  10,  182.3. 
Sir:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Lieut.  Com.  L.  Kearney,  of  the  Orayhound,  who,  with  four  schoon- 
ers, is  charged  by  me  with  the  protection  of  our  comnicirc  at  Havana  ami  Matanzas. 

He  will  give  convoy  from  Havana  every  Saturday,  ami  ronxiiy  will  lie  given  from  Matanzas  every 
Sunday.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  clean  the  vessels  soon,  as  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
doing  anything  to  them  since  they  left  the  United  States.  You  will  bo  iufonned  when  this  is  to  be  done, 
in  order  that  the  merchants  may  make  their  arrangements  accordingly. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  John  War.ver,  Esq.,  American  Consul,  Uamna. 


Sea  Gi-Li.,  Allenton,  June  7,  1823. 
Sir:  On  the  1st  and  l.'ith  of  every  niontli  one  of  the  armed  vessels  under  my  command  will  leave 
Havana  for  the  United  States,  witli  convoy,  and  lior  Icttia-  bag  will  be  left  at  the  counting-house  of  Messrs. 
Castillo,  Black  &  Co. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  apprise  the  merchants  of  this  arrangement,  that  they  may  avad  them- 
selvt's  oftlic  o|)|iortunities? 

Vciv  icsiiectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.PORTER. 

Jno.  Mountain,  Esq.,  Consular  Office. 
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Mataxzar,  March  29,  1823. 
Sie:  \Yq,  the  undersigned,  repi-csenting  tlie  commercial  interest  of  the  United  States  at  this  port, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  greet  you  on  your  arrival  among  us. 

The  pleasure  which,  as  Americans,  in  a  foreign  land,  wo  should  always  experience  in  seeing  the 
national  tiag  of  our  country  waving  over  the  head  of  one  of  her  most  esteemed  commander.s,  is  in  this 
case  sensibly  increased  by  the  state  of  almost  total  abandonment  in  which  wo  were  Idt  previous  to  your 
arrival — andthe  confidence  which  your  character  inspires,  in  constant  and  coiuplcti'  |.iutr(ti(m  in  future 
to  our  suffering  commerce  in  this  quarter.  From  the  commencement  of  piratical  dcpiciiations  in  these 
seas,  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  |ihico  seems  to  have  been  a  favorite  scene  for  their  operations.  The 
numerous,  secure,  and  intricate  huilmis  aliove  and  below  this  place,  to  which  they  carry  their  prizes  and 
plunder,  the  absence  of  any  S|iaiiis]i  imxal  force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  of  this  place,  and  the 
very  uufrequentappearance  of  vessels  of  war  of  any  nation  in  this  jiarlior,  have  I'lnlmldeiie.!  the  buccaneers 
to  acts  of  audacious  villany,  wliirli  would  scarce  be  credited  by  |iersoiis  not  msir  the  i^rcnr  of  their  perpe- 
tration, and  accustomed  to  a  dilVei-enl  state  of  society.  Vessel's  of  tln'  most  eonteiiipllMe  force,  and  even 
open  boats,  have  made  captures,  almost  in  the  mouth  of  tlie  harbor,  in  as  fearless  a  manner  as  if  their 
pursuits  were  lawful  and  proper;  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  existence  of  a  force  of  this  kind 
blockading  the  port,  we  have  been  without  the  smallest  means  of  relief,  and  vessels  have  waited  from 
ten  to  twenty  days  for  convoy,  and  finding  no  prospect  of  obtaining  any,  have  collected  in  large  fleets 
and  braved  the  danger — some  have  escaped,  some  been  fortunate  enough  to  repel  their  assailants,  and 
some  have  been  captured. 

A  day  or  two  after  an  attack  on  the  brigs  Neptune,  Bondoni,  and  Abeona,  in  which  tli(^  pirates  were 
repulsed,  but  remained  still  in  the  nei-lihorhood,  information  was  communicated  to  Captain  liiiMle,  of  the 
Macedonian,  who,  with  the  Unite.!  Siuies  lirig  Spark,  was  then  at  Havana,  and  convoy  solieited  for  seven 
vessels  then  hero;  but  no  answer  was  revived,  anil  after  waitln-  many  days  they  started  williout  one 
It  is  now  but  little  1,'ss  than  live  months  sin.-e  the  Mood  of  Allen  stained  the  waves  of  Se-napa— .since 
the  foe  was  left  n,  j«.s.<r.-.:<„,„  of  that  hay,  and  we  believe  that  to  this  hour  it  is  infested  liy  these  .lespera- 
does;  but  the  nnmense  amount  of  pr..perty  for  wliieli  it  has  been  the  receptacle  is  notorii'ns  and  aeknow- 
ledged;  yet  in  all  ihi'  perio.l  wi>  have  named,  we  are  ignorant  of  its  having  been  exph.icd  by  any  armed 

force,  or  of  any  atteinpt  havin-  bee ado  to  ferret  out  the  pirates  from  this  their  prineipal'retriat;  nor 

has  convoy  been  aflbrded  except  un  two  occasions  during  that  time.  We  are  well  aware  that  th.^  limited 
extent  of  the  American  trade  to  this  jiort,  wlnav  oidy  about  two  hundred  and  twentv  vessels  enter  and 
clear  annually,  may  not  justify  a  lar-e  |or.-e  lor  its  protection;  but  when  we  rell..'et  tliat  in  protecting  it 
you  cover  also  the  commerce  to  Havana.,  rensacula,  and  New  Orleans,  as  is  proved  by  tlie  fact  tiiat/oitr 
out  of  fie  of  the  vessels  recaptured  by  the  Alligator  were  bound  to  the  two  latter  ports,  and  were  cap- 
tured very  near  here;  and  tiiat  a.  very  small  force  is  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose;  we  are  well  assured 
you  will  grant  it,  and  agree  with  us,  two  or  three  schooners  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  guarding 
so  important  a  thoroughfare.  We  conceive  that  two  small  and  one  large  schooner  Would  lie  sufficient  to 
afford  weekly  convoy  from  hence,  which  would  be  as  often  as  necessary;  and  in  i-oii\-oying  vessels  out- 
ward bound  from  hence,  those  coming  from  the  United  States  woidd  also' derive  the  bene'ht  of  it.  Atthis 
particular  conjuncture  we  beg  to  state  that  there  are  in  port  manv  vessels  which  will  be  ready  for  sea 
from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  coming  week,  and  respectfully  reipiest  that  the  sehoon.  rs  now  about  to 
proceed  with  the  fleet  may  return  as  so6n  as  convenient,  to  take  the  above-meniioned  vessils  under  their 
protection,  and  continue  to  give  convoy  until  it  may  suit  yonr  arrangements  to  send  other  vessels. 

We  are  the  more  inclined  to  urge  this  request  from'tlie  belief  That  the  moment  your  vessels  arc  out 
of  sight  depredations  will  be  recommenced  with  increased  activity  and  feroeit  v,  as' the  )i  innhn:-;  ai'  the 
pirates  have  not  been  in  any  manner  diminished.  Leaving  the  subsequent  arra'n^-eiuents  Ibr  .air  |.rotec- 
tion  entirely  to  your  judgment  and  experience,  we  would  add  that,  without  any  diniinuii.iu  ..f  atla.'hment 
to  our  native  land,  we  feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperitv  of  Cuba,  and  the  "pr.ini..ti.in  an. I  extension  of 
its  intercourse  with  the  Unit.'d  States,  which  is  hi.n'hly  beneli.'ial  t.i  lioth;  and  t..  express  .mr Conlidence 
that,  through  your  judicious  inana--ement  and  exert'i. ins,  while  th.'  lawh'ss!  aban.l.aied  an.l  crn.d  .l.^spera- 
does  who  infest  the  cast  meet  with  prompt  and  exemplary  chastisement,  the  relati.m  of  amity  and  good 
\pfll  which  exists  between  the  government  and  better  orders  of  the  people  and  the  United  States  witl  be 
cherished  and  strengthened. 

Appreciating,  in  the  warmest  manner,  the  motives  which  prompted  yourself  and  the  gallant  officers 
of  your  squadron  to  volunteer  in  this  service,  where  no  laurel  blooms  on  the  brow  of  danger  to  tempt  the 
eager  aspirant  to  pluck  it— and  where  humanity  and  patriotism  could  alone  have  supplied  the  place  of  the 
more  usual,  but  less  noble  excitement  of  desire  of  wealth  and  glory— and  wishing  you  and  them  every 
possible  success,  and  the  most  ample  and  acceptable  reward. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

LATTING,  ADAMS  &  STEWART 
ATKINS  &  ALLEN. 
SIMPSON,  TRYON  &  CO. 

To  Com.  D.  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Mafanzas,  March  30,  1823. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  representation  in  behalf  of  the 
Amenca^n  merchants  of  Matanzas,  of  the  unprotected  state  of  the  commerce  of  this  place  and  askino-  for 
convoy  tor  the  same.  '  ° 

It  is  the  source  of  great  regret  to  me  that  my  means  of  affording  convoy  should  be  s.i  circumscribed 
as  they  are,  having  now  n.,  vess.ds  ,,n  the  station  but  those  intended  for  the  pursuit  an.l  ,|..sti  n,ti..n  of 
off  ^^'T^y'  f"'^  *"'?  '"■'■  '"'"''"'■''  '■'"'  ""•  l'">l'".-''«  "f  convoy.  You  may  rest  assured,  how.v.r  that  c'very 
cflort  shall  be  made,  not  ..nly  to  alfonl  convoy,  but  to  cfiect  the  other  objects  of  my  visit  t..  these  s,.as 
ana  it  remains  for  us  only  to  redouble  our  exertions  to  make  up  for  part  of  the  force  which  will  be 
diverted  from  the  object  for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 
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I  ^liall,  for  the  present,  have  two  small  schooners,  the  Wild  Cat  and  the  Beagle,  to  give  convoy  every 
Sunday  morning,  as  far  as  the  Double  Headed  Shot  Keys;  and  when  it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  afford  bet- 
ter protection,  it  shall  be  done. 

For  the  flattering  expression  of  your  sentiments  towards  me,  and  the  officers  under  my  command,  be 
pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks. 

Believe  me  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  POETER. 

To  Messrs.  Latting,  Ad.uis  &  Stewart;  Atkins  &  Allen;  Simpson,  Tryon  &  Co.,  Matanzas. 


Matanzas,  Sept.  n,  1823. 
To  Lieut.  Commandant  F.  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus: 

Sir:  Understanding  that  you  are  about  to  leave  this  station,  we,  the  undersigned,  beg  leave  to  assure 
[you]  of  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  means  you  have  adopted  to  protect  our  trade,  of  which  we 
have  received  repeated  benefits:  at  the  same  time,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  express  our  thanks  to  you  for 
your  promptitude  in  furnishing  convoy,  and  assisting  single  vessels  out  of  that  bay,  in  furnishing  boats 
to  tow  them  out,  when  otherwise  dangerous  delays  would  have  occurred  in  their  getting  to  sea. 

We  also  deem  it  necessary  that  the  Navy  Department  should  be  made  more  fully  acquainted  with  the 
forces  which  are  necessary  to  guard  against  any  future  attempt  to  establish  piratical  hordes  in  this  vicin- 
ity. This  has  been  fully  exemplified  b^y  tlie  measures  which  you  have  adopted,  of  remaining  in  port  with 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  and  k('e]iing  out  small  launches  to  scour  the  coast;  the  result  of  which  has 
completed  every  expectation,  and  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  gratifying  to  Commodore  Porter.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  the  salubrity  of  this  port  is  well  known  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  confidently  hope  that 
your  success  will  induce  them  to  adopt  the  same  as  a  standing  measure,  while  the  necessity  of  this  pro- 
tection continues. 

We  should  feel  highly  gratified,  could  we  entertain  the  hope  of  your  returning  amongst  us,  and  avail 
of  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  our  personal  esteem. 
We  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

LATTING,  ADAMS  &  STEWART. 
LAWRENCE  &  MITCHEL. 
CHARLES  P.  BUTLER. 
SIMPSON,  TRYON  &  CO. 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  November  20,  1823. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  for  some  time  desirous  of  communicating  with  you,  previous  to  Commodore 
Porter's  sailing,  on  the  subject'  of  employing  some  part  of  the  West  India  squadron  in  protecting  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  There  is  now  in  that  country,  according  to  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  procure,  property  to  the  amount  of  about  one  million  and  a  half  dollars,  belonging  to  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  with  a  prospect  of  an  increase  of  business.  Besides  incurring  the  risk 
of  piracy,  this  property  is  subjected  to  great  hazard  in  the  ports  of  Mexico  itself,  during  its  convulsions, 
and  this  danger  will  be  much  increased,  should  there  be  an  eflFort  on  the  part  of  Spain,  to  reconquer  the 
country,  by  sending  an  army  there.  In  such  an  event,  property  which,  on  board  of  merchant  ships,  might 
be  seized  and  confiscated,  would  be  perfectly  safe  in  a  national  vessel.  It  would  therefore  be  highly  use- 
ful to  our  commerce,  and  very  acceptable  to  the  merchants,  if  you  could  arrange  the  movements  of  the 
West  India  squadron  in  such  a  manner  as  always  to  keep  one  of  the  public  vessels  at  Vera  Cruz,  or 
Alvarado,  until  she  was  relieved  by  another;  thus  enabling  oiu'  countrymen  to  secure  their  property  while 
it  remained  in  Mexico,  and  afterwards  obtain  the  benefit  of  convoy.  The  presence  of  such  a  vessel  would, 
besides  its  direct  protection  of  American  property,  occasion  a  considerable  transmission,  to  the  United 
States,  of  specie,  which  now  finds  its  way  to  Europe,  by  other  channels.  There  is  another  matter  con- 
nected with  it  which  deserves  reflection.  The  exixirts  of  ilexico  are  almost  exclusively  specie  and  cochi- 
neal. Now  cochineal  is  nearly  as  valuable,  in  pKiiMntidu  to  its  bulk,  as  specie;  it  occupies  comparatively 
very  little  space,  and  is  as  good,  if  not  a  better  reiuittiune,  owing  to  its  high  price  in  Europe.  If  our 
ships  were  allowed  to  receive  this  article  as  well  as  specie,  it  would  be  of  great  importance;  and  the 
indulgence  might,  perhaps,  be  fairly  allowed,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  trade  with  Mexico. 

This  subject  has  excited  considerable  interest,  and  there  is  a  disposition  to  present  a  memorial  to 
the  government;  but  on  your  account  I  should  prefer,  in  case  you  approve  the  measure,  that  it  come 
spontaneously  from  yourself. 

The  interest  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has,  in  common  with  the  country  at  large,  in  giv- 
ing every  facility  to  the  introduction  of  a  sound  currency,  will  explain,  and  I  trust  excuse,  the  freedom 
with  which  I  venture  to  submit  these  remarks  for  your  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department. 

CHARLES  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  3Iay  11,  1825. 
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„    T^       o       ^.  ,  ^"^^^  ^^'^^^'  -A-ugust  13,  1824. 

Mv  Dear  Sir:  ^  our  esteemed  favor  of  the  10th  reached  me  this  morning,  and  I  shall  ascertain  to-dav 
if  the  bpark  will  be  m  time  for  my  purposes.  I  can  assure  you  that  my  regret  at  the  publication  of  the 
Matanzas  petition  was  quite  equal  to  your  own;  but  my  indignation  was  excited  by  the  official  or  osten! 
s.bly  oflicial  communication  which  accompanied  it.  The  act  of  the  clerk  in  the  counting,  was  without  a 
shadow  of  authority,  and  contrary  to  my  orders;  I  immediately  notified  the  editors  of  the  paper  of  that 
fact;  and  seeing  reference  again  made  to  it,  in  a  wretched  compound  of  folly  and  falsehood  published  in 
the  democratic  press,  I  yesterday  addressed  a  few  lines  to  the  editors  of  the  American,  which  you  will  see 
!.ni,.n?llf.  ;^^-  .^'%^°"f  rlul  that  editors  of  papers  should  become  dupes  of  such  miserable 
retailers  of  lies  as  the  writer  of  "  the  spy"—"  pero  no  hay  remedio  " 

I  shall  be  infinitely  glad  to  see  you  here;  I  am  at  16  Broadway,  but  will  not  fail  to  look  out  for  you 
And  am,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  ' 

F.  ADAMS. 


Matanzas,  December  18,  1824 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  learn  with  much  satisfaction,  from  your  favor  of  the  15th  instant,  your  arrival  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  shall  anticipate  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  you  here  at  as  ea  ly  a  period  as  your 
ai-rangements  will  permit.  On  the  subject  of  piracies,  as  much  is  known,  and  much  more  said  Ke 
United  States  than  here.  In  the  early  part  of  summer,  the  John,  of  Newport,  and  Castor,  of  Pm-t  and 
were  captured  near,  and  bound  here;  the  former  arrived  here  with  some  trifling  loss  of  property  and  he 
[latter]  at  Havana  No  lives  were  lost  in  either  case.  The  Mercator  was  said  to  be  captured  between 
this  and  Havana,  from  New  York,  bound  to  that  place.  No  subsequent  tidings  have  been  received  of 
her,  and  a  passenger,  a  Spaniard,  who  escaped,  appears  to  be  the  authority  on  which  the  capture  was 
reported  The  transaction  at  Bahia  Honda  comes  next  in  order  of  date,  and,  beyond  the  recapture  mide 
by  the  Icaras,  Capt.  Graham,  I  have  seen  no  evidence  whatever  of  there  having  been  other  captoes 
recen  ly  made  there  I  expect  soon  to  see  Capt.  Graham,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  shall  procure 
from  Inm  correct  informa  ion  on  the  subject.  The  last  instance  of  piracy  of  which  we  lave  ai^V  accounts 
was  the  captui^  of  the  Laura  Ann,  of  New  York,  near  Cannise,  i  few  leagues  to  leewa'd  of  S Tort' 
surpassing  m  atrocity  anything  I  have  known  before.  The  Hornet  had  bein  some  days  in  Havra^t he 
Porpo.se  was  there  also  but  just  arrived  from  Africa;  the  Ferret  had  left  there  but  a  day  or  two  be'fo  e 
when  this  vessel  was  taken,  about  the  21st  October.  Capt.  Skinner  arrived  here  about  the  23d  and  wX 
out  particular  duty  to  ac  on,  sent  secretly  an  expedition  of  boats  to  Seguapa;  on  thetr  return Tht 
encountered  and  captured  the  piratical  schooner  Ann,  the  clothes  of  Capt.  Shaw,  ai  d  much  other  pTundeT 
which  were  brought  in  here.  After  Capt.  S.  had  sailed,  a  sailor,  in  a  wretched  condition,  was  brought  to 
me,  who  detaded  the  capture  of  the  Laura  Ann,  the  murder  of  the  captain  and  crew,  himself  excepted  and 
his  escape.  The  Ferret  arriving  next  day,  he  was  put  on  board,  and  Escondio,  CaAnise,  ai  d  the  adiacent 
coast  searched  by  Capt.  Bell.  The  long  boat,  and  some  half  burnt  spars  and  sails  were  bund  and  a  r^an 
recognized  by  the  sailor,  who  was  seized,  brought  here,  and  delivered  to  the  authorities,  where  the  bu  il 
ness  seems  to  have  ended.  The  unceasing  vigilance  which  has  since  been  exerted  by  he  different  ves- 
sels with  their  boats,  along  the  whole  coast,  seems  to  render  an  act  of  piracy  almost  L  imZs  bi"  ty  at 
present.  Some  vessel-of-war  is  always  here,  and  convoy  given  whenever  desired,  and  bSs  almost 
always  outside  above  and  below  us.  I  am  aware  that  censure  has  been  cast  on  you  on  aTcount  of  recent 
depredations  of  the  pirates^;  but  those  who  know  the  advantages  they  have  in  chJngng  their  posit  on  and 
as  aihng  vessels  passing  down  the  coast,  in  despite  of  the  vicinity  of  men-of-war,  the'facLlIave  stated 
with  regard  to  the  Laura  Ann,  prove  that  nothing  short  of  a  string  of  vessels  round  the  island  in  haO  of 
each  other,  can  prevent  he  ^XnnAov  oUUogether  unarmed  vessels.^  A  very  small  armament  would  suffice 
for  defence  against  small  boats  and  our  naval  force  is  sufficient  protection  against  those  of  larger  class 
The  Laura  Ann  had  no  arms-shame  to  her  owners.  The  licensed  pirates,  or  vessels  armed  manned  and 
c^irnanded  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  Eagle,  Polly  Hampton,  ColumSn,  &c  are  on^Y 
less  annoying  to  an  honest  commerce  than  the  murderers  of  Shaw  ^ 

nr  Jl!  ''^  """T  "''''I"  *,Tt  '^*'*'^^  "^'^^^^  .^"  ''^'■"^'^1  *™™  ^^^  '"'•i'lle  States,  and  have  consequently  few 
or  no  papers.  I  send  all  I  can  lay  niy  hands  on.  It  appears  quite  probable  that  the  hero  of  K  OiianT 
Tv.ll  be  inade  President  of  the  United  States  by  (he  people;  to  us  who  have  not  been  on  the  spot  t^  olser 
Si^^retrWe  ""  °'  ^1-tioneering,  this  sudden  reeving  round  of  the  breeze  of  po^ula'x-  Javor  s'e" 

'  ^'trmttXdi^i^trant?'"'^"'  '^"'  ^"^'  '"^  '^^^'^  '''■  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^"^'^-^^  ^^^^^'^  -'i  -teem, 

F.  ADAMS. 


„  Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  June  T,  1823 

di.nPvi^L    i?°"'T*'°''%''^,*''?,  necessity  for  looking  out  for  pirates  on  the  south  side,  and  the  conseouent 
I  Shan  Zv°  ;t"'^f/"''''''/  ''"'   """^  "'  P'?^'''^*  ^"^  ^^'^  *^  ^^^  ^"'^^"y  ^o  ^-^fful^r  as  I  have  done   but  stU 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 


VOL. 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson's  Island,  December  15,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  hore  a  few  days  since,  and  should  have  been  over  to  see  you,  but  for  the 
daily  expectation  of  two  vessels  from  the  United  States,  which  will  require,  on  their  arrival,  my  imme- 
diate attention,  after  which  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  Pcnsacola  and  Tampa  Bay.  I 
shall  be  with  you  about  the  middle  of  next  month,  and  hope  to  find  you  in  the  enjoyment  of  health. 

As  there  have  been  various  and  alarming  accounts  of  piracies  committed  since  last  June,  I  will 
thank  you  to  give  me  a  statement  of  the  captures  known  to  have  been  made.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  British  discovered  near  Bahia  Honda  the  wrecks  of  twelve  vessels  lately  destroyed.  Do  you  know 
anything  of  that  affair?  Are  not  those  the  wrecks  of  twelve  sail  of  English  vessels  which  were  cut  off 
a  convoy  about  six  or  eight  months  before  I  first  came  to  suppress  piracy? 

It  is  very  desirable  to  get  correct  information  on  this  subject,  as  the  account  is  generally  believed, 
and  has  brought  great  censure  on  me  and  others. 

Please  to  send  me  papers  of  any  date  since  I  left  the  United  States,  for  \vc  are  entirely  out  of  news 
for  upwards  of  six  weeks. 

With  sincere  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Matanzas. 


Trinidad  de  Cuba,  January  26,  1823. 
David  Porter,  Esq.,  Coynmodore  of  the  American  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  &c.: 

Sir:  Feeling  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  countrymen  engaged  in  trade  to  this  side  of  the  island,  to  address 
you  on  the  subject  of  their  protection,  I  take  that  liberty,  knowing  that  all  the  aid  in  your  power,  you 
will  cheerfully  grant.  This  port  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  infested  with  a  small  force  of  pirates,  who 
have  captured  a  number  of  vessels;  and  on  the  20th  instant,  the  brig  Mechanic,  of  New  York,  bound  in. 
They  now  hold  the  captain  and  two  passengers  as  hostages  for  the  ransom  of  that  vessel,  in  the  sum  of 
$3,000,  and  have  declared  that  unless  the  money  is  immediately  sent  to  them,  the  hostages  shall  be  put 
to  death.  Preparation  is  making  to  forward  the  amount,  as  there  are  no  other  means  Jo  rescue  these 
unfortunate  men.  Their  force  will  no  doubt  increase  in  proportion  to  their  success,  and  the  facility  with 
which  they  have  gained  the  amount  of  the  ransom  for  the  brig  Mechanic,  will  induce  a  number  of  ill- 
disposed  idlers  to  join  them.  Several  valuable  vessels  are  daily  expected  from  Europe,  and  if  no  force 
is  used  to  extirpate  them,  the  loss  of  property  will  be  considerable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  R.  STEWART. 

P.  S. — The  hostages  have  just  arrived,  and  say  that  the  pirates  have  received  the  $3,000. 


To  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  stationed  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Havana,  Island 
of  Cuba: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  resident  merchants  and  shipmasters  in  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  respectfully  represent,  that  this  port  is  at  present  infested  by  a  horde  of  pirates,  who  rendezvous 
among  the  numerous  keys  in  the  immediate  vicinity;  that  the  brig  Mechanic,  of  New  York,  was  cap- 
tured on  the  20th  instant,  by  twelve  of  these  wretches,  in  an  open  boat,  within  two  leagues  of  the  har- 
bor; that,  after  plundering  the  vessel,  and  robbing  the  crew  of  their  bedding  and  clothing,  they  abandoned 
the  brig,  detained  the  captain,  second  mate  and  cooper,  demanding  a  ransom  of  $3,000 — threatening 
them  with  death  unless  the  ransom  should  be  sent  iniimdiatcly  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  port; 
that  a  brig  and  schooner  are  now  in  the  ofiBng,  both  nl  ^^  lii<  h  must  fall  a  prey  to  the  marauders;  that 
there  are  no  means  in  our  poiver  of  affording  them  any  assirstame;  that  there  are  at  present  in  port  ten 
American  vessels,  and  nearly  that  number  daily  expected,  witli  valuable  cargoes.  We  therefore  .beg 
eave  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  exposed  situation  of  the  American  commerce,  in  this  quarter,  and 
pray  tliat  your  aid  and  assistance  may  be  extended  for  its  protection.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  appear- 
ance of  a  single  armed  vessel  would  suppress  these  depredations. 

BEN  J.  EDDY,  of  brig  Jacob. 

MATIIEW  RICE,  ship  Jane. 

FOLDEN  DEARTH,  U-\ff  John  Smith,   Bristol,  R.  I. 

JAMES  TATE,  jmi.,  s,'li.,on,.i-  L„Hisa. 

WM.  C.  TILDKX,  schn,,,,,.,-  lur,/,  Baltimore. 

THOMAS  WOODBURY,  schooner  Florida. 

JACOB  WING,  brig  I'ilot. 

SAML.  SPARLING,  schooner  Cashier. 

TATE  &  GRONING. 

LOM'S  PRICE. 

BABAD  &  CORNEILLE. 
Trin'idad  de  Cuba,  January  25,  1823. 


U.  S.  Galuot  Sea  Guli,,  Matanzas,  April  16,  1823. 
Gentlemen:  I  received  your  application  for  convoy  yesterday,  and  had  previously  sent  two  schooners 
and  two  barges  to  the  vicinity  of  Trinidada. 
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The  whole  number  of  men  present  under  my  command,  do  not  amount  to  the  number  on  board  one  of 
our  large  frigates ;  and  with  this  force  I  have  endeavored  to  give  convoy  to  merchant  vessels  from  this  place 
and  Havana,  and  at  the  same  time  pursue  the  pirates;  consequently,  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  a 
convoy  to  those  on  the  south  side  of  the  island. 

The  weakness  of  my  force  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  some  of  our  larger  vessels  of  war,  which 
I  expected  to  have  found  here,  having-  left  these  seas;  but  why  they  have  done  so  is  unknown  to  me. 
Hereafter,  I  hope  to  be  possessed  of  better  means,  and  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  gratify  your  wishes  at 
an  early  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Wed  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
To  the  American  Ilerchanls  and  Shipmasters  at  Trinidad  de  Cuba. 


[Extract.] 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson's  Mand,  December  15,  1824. 
As  there  have  been  various  reports  of  captures  by  pirates,  some  no  doubt  greatly  exaggerated,  will 
you  give  me,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  an  account  of  all  captures  knoivn  positively  to  have  been  made,  both 
for  my  own  satisfaction,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  government? 

As  these  accounts  have  brought  censure  on  me  and  others  concerned  in  the  suppression  of  piracy — 
are  not  the  twelve  wrecks  of  vessels  discovered  by  the  British  to  leeward  of  Bahia  Honda,  the  same  that 
were  cut  out  of  an  English  convoy  about  six  or  eight  months  before  Ifrst  came  out  to  take  command? 
It  is  very  desirable  that  correct  information  be  had  on  this  subject. 
With  sincere  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Vincent  Gray,  Esq.,  Havana. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson's  Island,  January  15,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  applying  for  convoy  for  the  schooner  Leo,  of  which  you 
are  supercargo,  to  the  port  of  Alvarado;  and  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 
the  convoy  required. 

We  have  now  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alvarado,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  two  schooners,  and  the  present  scattered  state  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  prevents 
my  sending  any  more  to  that  quarter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Mr.  C.  Weinbrenner,  Thompson's  Mand. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ORDERS  TO,    AND  CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN,  DIFFERENT  OFFICERS. 

U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  May  4,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  sent  home  the  ship  Decoy  for  stores,  and  the  schooner  Grayhound  for  repairs  and  to  be 
coppered. 

The  enclosed  list  will  inform  you  of  our  wants,  which  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  to  be  supplied  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  in  order  that  the  ship  may  return  to  the  station,  where  the  stores  are  much  required. 
I  will  thank  you,  also,  to  cause  the  Grayhound  to  be  furnished  with  two  chain  cables,  and  to  dispatch 
her  as  soon  as  possible 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Captain  S.  Evans,  New  York. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Tliompson^s  Island,  January  28,  1 825. 
Sir:  Having  received  orders  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  Navy  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  on  my 
leaving  the  station  to  deliver  the  command  to  you,  with  all  such  papers,  instructions,  and  information  as 
may  be  useful  to  enable  you  in  the  most  effectual  manner  to  accomplish  all  the  objects  for  which  the 
vessels  under  my  command  were  placed  here,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  the  general  order  book  of 
the  station,  which  details  the  general  duties  of  officers. 

Those  orders  of  a  more  particular  character  are  now  in  the  handsof  the  clerks,  and  copies  will  be 
furnished  as  soon  as  they  can  be  made  out,  with  such  other  information  as  may  be  useful  to  you. 

During  my  continuance  here,  I  shall  be  happy  to  inform  you,  from  time  to  time,  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  of  those  which  are  now  in  progress. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

D.  PORTER. 
Captain  L.  Warrington,  V.  S.  Navy. 
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U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  lliompson's  Inland,  January  29,  1825. 

Sir:  The  only  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  which  remain  unexecuted  are  those,  copies  of  which 
I  now  enclose  you.  You  will  find  in  possession  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  island  orders  and 
instructions  on  every  point  of  duty  important  to  be  informed  of.  It  therefore  only  remains  for  me  to 
give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  disposition  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  at  this  time,  to  wit: 

Captain  Dallas,  at  Thompson's  Island,  corvette  John  Adams,  bearing  my  pendant,  and  destined  for 
the  United  States;  sloop-of-war  Hornet,  Kennedy,  ordered  to  cruise  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  for  three 
months  from  the  22d  December,  1824,  between  Cape  Cruz  and  Cape  Antonio;  brig  Spark,  Newton,  at 
New  York,  repairing;  schooner  Shark,  Gallagher,  under  orders  to  proceed  to  St.  Thomas,  and  to  return 
to  this  place;  schooner  Grampus,  Sloat,  and  schooner  Beagle,  Piatt,  ordered  to  cruise  about  St.  Thomas, 
Porto  Rico,  and  occasionally  to  run  over  to  the  main;  the  Beagle,  ordered  to  the  United  States;  schooner 
Porpoise,  Skinner,  ordered  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  after  cruising  six  weeks  there,  to  proceed  to 
Havana,  and  thence  to  the  United  States,  should  she  have  on  board  $100,000  to  be  landed  there,  other- 
wise she  is  to  repair  to  this  place;  her  orders  are  dated ;  Sea  Gull,  steam  galliot,  M'Keever; 

schooner  Terrier,  Payne;  schooner  Ferret,  Bell;  barge  Musquito,  at  Matanzas,  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  in  that  neighborhood,  and  in  the  old  Straits  of  Bahama;  schooner  Weasel,  Boarman,  on  her 
way  to  the  United  States,  specie,  considerably  out  of  repair,  and  will  probably  be  sold;  schooner  Fox, 
Cook,  expected  daily  with  a  party  for  the  survey  of  Pensacola  and  Tampa  Bay;  barges  Diabolita  and 
Galliuipper,  on  a  cruise  among  the  Colorados,  expected  in  a  few  days;  store  ship  Decoy,  Mix,  expected 
daily  from  New  York  with  stores;  three  barges  under  the  shed,  neither  of  them  sufficiently  strong  to 
cross  the  gulf. 

Should  any  information  suggest  itself  to  me  as  necessary  for  you,  or  should  you  think  of  anything 
necessary  for  me  to  inform  you  of,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  furnish  it. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Captain  L.  Warrington. 


[Extract  from  letter.] 

Baltimore,  December  21,  1822. 
Steamboat  and  small  vessels  will  each  carry  six  weeks'  provisions  and  stores,  and  that  the  store 
ship  will  carry  a  supply  for  six  months,  which  quantities  you  will  please  to  provide. 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Directed  to  F.  A.  Thornton,  Esq.,  Purser. 


Washington,  July  19,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  On  calling  at  the  Navy  Office  to-day,  I  received  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  petition  from  Matan- 
zas ;  by  this  time  the  Terrier  must  have  completed  her  service  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  is  present  in 
the  absence  of  the  Ferret,  to  afford  the  protection  asked  for ;  but  in  the  event  of  its  being  otherwise,  the 
Wild  Cat  will  arrive  in  good  season. 

Lieutenant  Zantzinger  arrived  to-day.  He  is  desirous  of  relinquishing  command;  I  will  indulge  him 
with  leave  of  absence,  and  direct  Lieutenant  Boarman  to  supersede  him  and  proceed  to  sea. 

I  learn  from  Lieutenant  Zantzinger  that  the  Ferret  had  gone  to  New  Providence,  and  of  course  may 
be  expected  home. 

The  New  York  papers  report  the  arrival  of  the  Grampus,  but  give  no  particular  details  of  her 
cruise  since  she  left  us;  a  letter  received  by  the  Secretary  from  Lieutenant  Sloat  refers  to  you  for  par- 
ticulars. 

Lieutenant  Newton  states  to  the  Department  that  the  Spark  requii-es  coppering,  and  that  the  gun 
slides  ought  to  be  surveyed;  as  the  Secretary  appears  to  be  particularlj^  anxious  to  keep  the  vessels  at 
sea,  I  should  hope  that  the  contemplated  repairs  are  not  of  such  iiia,L;iiitu(lc  Init  tliat  they  may  be  deferred 
until  the  fall,  and,  as  she  is  in  quarantine,  an  additional  delay  will  attend  cficcting  lu^r  outfits.  If  her 
condition  will  authorize  it,  would  it  not  be  well  to  order  her  to  provision  and  proceed  from  quarantine  on 
a  shorter  cruise  than  may  originally  have  been  contemplated  by  you? 
With  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FINCH. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding,  d-c,  itc. 


Washington,  July  20,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  transmit  to  you  advices  from  the  island,  received  to-day  by  Lieutenant  Oellers,  who 
left  the  Ferret  off  Indian  Head.  She  will  get  up  to  the  yard,  I  expect,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon, 
and  I  will  put  in  train  any  repairs  she  may  want. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  general  tenor  of  the  reports,  and  have  apprised  the  Secretary  of  it;  and,  for 
his  more  ready  information,  will  condense  the  subject  into  one  view. 

A  letter  has  been  received  to-day  from  Lieutenant  Gallagher,  advising  the  Secretary  that  the  Shark 
is  moved  to  the  North  river,  and,  of  course,  ready  for  sea.  On  reference  to  Mr.  Barron,  I  learn  that  no 
sailing  orders  appear  to  have  been  prepared  for  her. 

The  Decoy  is  reported  ready,  waiting  only  for  a  surgeon.  Doctor  Ticknor  has  been  ordered,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  has  by  this  time  joined  the  ship.  In  the  event  of  his  not  having  done  so,  I 
shall  order  Doctor  Morgan,  who  you  will  see  has  reported  i\>v  duly. 
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In  anticipation  that  yon  will  give  sailing  orders  to  the  Spark,  Shark  and  Grampus,  I  shall  write  by 
this  day's  mail  to  their  respective  commanders,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  the  more  promptly  to  obey 
them;  or,  if  it  ploflse  you,  I  will  renew  the  orders  under  which  they  have  heretofore  been  acting.  I  make 
this  suggestion,  as  it  is  possible  you  may  have  special  views  for  one  or  all  of  them. 

Since  writing  the  preceding  paragraph,  I  have  received  Lieut.  Sloat's  report,  now  transmitted.  The 
three  bodies  found  about  the  Tortugas  are  those  of  three  marines  who  deserted  from  the  island. 

A  duplicate  of  Lieut.  Gallagher's  report  of  the  Shark,  is  transmitted. 

I  have  been  constrained  to  trouble  you  with  bulky  communications,  as  the  subjects  and  views  of  the 
writers  are  various,  and  such  as  I  cannot  in  all  respects  act  upon.  If  your  health  will  not  admit  of 
giving  replies  in  detail,  a  mere  memorandum  from  you  will  enable  me  to  do  it.  During  your  absence  you 
will  necessarily  be  more  at  ease,  having  all  transactions  connected  with  your  command  exhibited  to  your 
own  inspection,  in  the  language  of  those  having  in  possession,  and  acting  under  orders  immediately 
emanating  from  yourself. 

With  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant,  W.  B.  FINCH. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding,  &c.,  &c. 

P.  S. — The  report  from  Mcintosh,  of  the  piracy  and  murder  off  Escondido,  is  really  alarming.  As 
some  doubt  may  exist  in  reference  to  it,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  state  it  to  the  Secretary. 


Washington,  July  20,  1824. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave,  for  your  information,  to  state  that  by  the  arrival  at  this  place  yesterday  of  the 
schooner  Ferret,  from  Thompson's  Island,  via  Nassau,  N.  P.,  advices  are  received  to  the  2d  instant,  which 
describe  the  health  of  that  place  to  be  unusually  good:  the  sick  report  accompanies  this.  All  the 
improvements  directed  by  the  commander-in-chief,  as  regards  buildings  for  public  purposes  and  individual 
comfort,  are  progressing  in  the  order  contemplated,  and  their  completion  to  the  extent  intended  may  very 
early  be  realized.  Plants  of  various  kinds  have  been  introduced  from  Cuba,  and  are  in  a  thriving  condi- 
tion. The  canals  have  been  deepened  so  as  to  admit  the  sea  water  into  the  lagoons,  near  the  seat  of 
population:  wild  grass  in  that  neighborhood  has  been  destroyed,  and  the  beach  cleansed  of  the  drift  sea- 
weed which  lodges  along  it  subject  to  decomposition;  so  that  all  due  care  seems  to  be  taken  to  guard 
against  the  recurrence  of  the  malady,  similar  to  that  which  visited  it  last  year.  The  season  has  been 
dry,  the  winds  refreshing  and  variable,  and  the  range  of  the  thermometer  from  95  to  98  degrees. 

Acting  Lieut.  Farragut,  commanding  the  Ferret,  reports  that  while  at  Nassau,  about  the  10th  instant, 
one  of  his  crew,  of  the  name  of  James  Fredenburg,  stated  himself  to  be  a  deserter  from  H.  B.  Majesty's 
ship  Pandorn;  and  that,  in  consequence,  he  gave  him  over  to  Captain  Du  Maigue,  commanding  H.  B. 
Majesty'g  ship  Kangaroo.  The  grounds  on  which  Lieut.  Farragut  acted  are,  that  it  was  repugnant  to 
our  regulations  to  have  a  foreigner  in  our  service,  and  as  a  requital  for  a  similar  act  of  coui-tesy  on  the 
part  of  Capt.  Du  Maigue,  who  had  not  long  before  returned  to  the  Wild  Cat,  Lieut.  Legar'e,  a  deserter 
from  one  of  the  West  India  squadron.  As  Lieut.  Farragut  has  been  governed  in  this  transaction  by  a 
regard  to  reciprocity,  and  not  constrained  thereto  by  any  act  of  the  British  officer,  I  indulge  the  expecta- 
tion that  you  will  approve  of  his  proceedings. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Mcintosh,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  gives  a  detailed  report  of  his  cruise  in 
the  Terrier,  along  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Carlos  harbor,  in  search  of  a  reported 
smuggling  or  piratical  establishment,  not  known  to  us  before  precisely;  but  which  he  has  discovered  to 
be  situated  on  a  key  called  Punta  Rosa,  bearing  N.  by  W.  i  W.  from  the  S.  E.  end  of  Sauybe  Island. 
The  number  of  inhabitants,  Spaniards,  are  not  ascertained  with  precision,  but  cannot  be  many,  as  there 
are  but  five  thatched  houses  on  the  key,  which  is  under  the  culture  of  corn,  pompions  and  melons.  They 
are  occupied  in  fishing  principally,  and  have  licenses  from  Cuba  to  trade  therewith.  They  relj'  upon  the 
protection  of  our  troops  at  Tampa  Bay,  regard  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  territory,  and  feel  secure 
in  their  avocation.  Lest,  however,  they  might  become  lawless,  Lieut.  Mcintosh  removed  to  Tliompson's 
Island  two  small  carriage  guns,  which  were  alleged  to  have  been  kept  to  intimidate  the  Indians,  who  had 
committed  some  outrages  on  them.  The  place  is  now  so  particularly  identified  that  occasional  visits 
from  the  revenue  cutter  will  effectually  guard  against  the  illicit  introduction  of  goods,  &c.,  into  Florida. 

Lieut.  Sloat,  commanding  the  Grampus,  reports,  under  date  of  the  llth  instant,  from  New  York, 
that  between  the  dates  of  the  4th  and  27th  he  had  visited  the  ports  of  Campeachy,  Alvarado,  and  Tam- 
pico,  in  accordance  with  orders;  that  rumors  prevailed  of  a  piratical  vessel  being  near  Campeachy,  for 
which  he  made  diligent  search  fruitlessly.  The  schooner  Jackal  was  at  Tarnpico,  about  the  20th,  and 
the  John  Adams  near  Vera  Cruz  on  the  21st;  so  that  you  will  perceive  all  the  protection  is  afforded  in 
the  Bay  of  Mexico  contemplated  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 

Lieut.  Mcintosh,  who  superseded  Lieut.  Oellers  in  command  at  Thompson's  Island,  writes,  under 
date  of  the  4th  of  July,  that  an  American  brig  was  stated  to  have  been  captured  by  a  piratical  boat 
near  Matanzas,  and  carried  into  port  Escondido;  that  he  had  an  accurate  description  of  the  boat,  and  had 
dispatched  a  barge,  together  with  the  Terrier,  to  effect  her  rescue.  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  that  his 
efforts  may  meet  with  success. 

In  addition  to  the  protection  already  afforded  to  the  commerce  of  Matanzas,  you  may  calculate  on 
the  services  of  the  Wild  Cat,  which  sailed  on  Saturday  last;  so  that  this  demand  on  the  Department  is 


The  force  at  present  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  it  is  hoped,  will  succeed  in  taking  or  driving  away  the 
marauders  stated  by  the  paper  to  infest  it.  The  almost  simultaneous  return  of  several  vessels  of  the 
West  India  squadron  to  the  United  States  it  is  desirable  to  guard  against;  and  their  cruises  have  been 
arranged  with  the  view  to  that  object,  and  the  keeping  of  a  sufficient  force  at  all  times  about  Cuba,  and 
in  the  Bay  of  Mexico. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  the  schooner  Fox  liad  sailed  from  Tanipico  for  New  Orleans,  so  that  at  every 
practicable  point  some  of  our  vessels  are  seen. 

1  cannot  but  congratulate  you  on  the  general  good  health  enjoyed  by  the  respective  crews;  some 
symptums  of  fever  have  manifested  themselves,  and  some  deaths  have  occurred;  this  must  be  expected. 
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Exemption  from  disease  cannot  be  calculated  upon,  though  I  am  convinced,  by  reports  from  the  respective 
officers,  that  every  regard  is  paid  to  health,  cleanliness  and  comfort. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

(Signed)  W.  B.  FINCH,  Captain  of  the  Squadron. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Finch  desired  me  to  enclose  to  you  the  above  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  handed 
in  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  this  morning.  It  was  Captain  Finch's  intention  to  have  placed  it  within 
the  other  enclosures  which  were  directed  and  sent  to  you  this  day,  but  the  want  of  time  prevented  him 
from  doing  so. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mrs.  P.  to-day,  who  informed  me  that  herself  and  the  other  members  of 
your  family  were  all  well. 

With  the  utmost  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BARRON. 
Commodore  D.  Porter. 


Washington,  August  9,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  present  state  of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  now  in  port,  to  be 
as  follows: 

The  John  Adams,  at  Philadelphia,  requires  that  her  rudder  should  be  unshipped  for  examinationi 
about  the  pintles  and  gudgeons,  and  may  need  other  overhauling.  The  period  of  service  of  fifty  of  her 
crew  has  expired,  who  have  applied  for  their  discharge. 

The  Grampus,  at  New  York,  is  in  readiness  for  sea. 

The  Spark,  in  quarantine  at  New  York,  will  want  repairs  and  office. s. 

The  Beagle,  also  in  quarantine  at  New  York,  will  want  a  commander  and  some  overhauling. 

The  Sea  Gull  is  ready  for  service. 

The  Ferret,  ready  for  service,  requires  a  commander  and  some  men,  the  latter  to  be  furnished  from 
the  Jackal. 

The  Jackal,  at  Washington,  requires  considerable  repairs  and  outfits;  the  Department  has  decided 
to  sell  her. 

Orders  have  been  issued  by  the  Department  to  Lieutenants  Mix  and  Piatt  to  report  for  service,  and 
also  to  several  midshipmen,  to  supply  vacancies. 

The  Hornet,  Decoy,  Shark,  Wild  Cat  and  Weasel,  have  recently  sailed  on  the  r  respective  cruises. 

Lieutenants  Dale  and  Bell  are  applicants  for  conmiands. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FINCH,  Caj^tain  of  Squadron. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  Commander-in-Chief  etc.,  etc. 


Washington,  Septertiber  16,  1824. 

My  Dear  Sir:  By  letters  received  from  New  York,  within  a  day  or  two,  I  find  that  nothing  is  yet 
doino-  witli  tlie  Spark  and  Beagle,  as  tliry  iirc  not  cxpc-ctcd  tn  lie  rploasod  from  quarantine  and  admitted 
to  tlic  Navy  yard  for  some  time.  Lieutciiaiit  I'latt  lias  liclorc  lliis  assiiiiicil  ciiimiiaiiil  of  llii'  latler  vessel. 
I  have  adiircsscd  a  written  request  to  the  Dcliartiiiciit,  ihat  the  iirccssary  iiistriKtions  may  be  given  to 
the  commandant  of  the  yard  for  their  re-equi|)meiit  as  soon  as  tiii'  picscnt    rcstiictitnis  are  rescimled. 

Orders  were  yesterday  issued  for  the  shipping  of  a  crew  for  the  ('MiistcHatidn,  and  I  suggested  to 
Commodore  Rodgers  and  Mr.  Hay  the  propriety  of  your  being  officially  inlonncd  that  she  is  intended  for 
your  command.  Neither  of  them,  however,  can  do  it,  though  the  comnio  hjre  says  such  is  the  fact,  auJ 
that  I  might  so  assure  you;  however,  on  this  assurance,  I  am  aware  that  you  will  feel  a  delicacy  in 
expressing  to  the  officer  commanding  at  New  York  any  wishes  as  to  the  style  and  character  of  her  equip- 
ment. In  tlie  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days  the  Secretary  will  be  here,  when  I  suppose  you  will  by  him 
be  aiivisi'd  nf  the  appointment  of  the  Constellation  as  the  flag  of  your  squadron.  As  the  crew  will  be 
rapidly  rnlistcd,  probably  it  would  be  well  that  Mr.  Thornton  should  be  early  ordered,  that  he  may  have 
the  UKirc  time  to  arrange  his  books,  etc.,  and  be  present  at  New  York  as  the  recruits  may  arrive.  I  have 
already  received  four  applications  for  acting  lientcnanls  to  join  the  frigate. 

McKeever's  vessel  is  quite  ready,  with  thi'  (  .\((|itioii  of  a  medical  officer.  Hay  says  that  I  shall 
have  one  for  her.  McKeever  some  time  ago  expicsscd  tn  me  a  sense  of  favor  by  being  ordered  to  the 
command  of  the  Gull,  but  at  the  same  time  signified  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  him  to  be  in  some 
situation  nearer  your  person;  for  instance,  flag  lieutenant,  or  any-other  designation  you  might  give  to 
him.  He  is  an  intelligent,  efficient,  and  genteel  officer,  and  I  think  you  miglit  find  him,  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  useful  to  you,  if  immediatily  under  ynu  eye  and  within  reach. 

Accounts  from  Norfolk  state  tiiat  Captain  Sinclair's  life  is  despaired  of,  in  consequence  of  another 
paralytic  stroke,  and  poor  Farragnt's  wife  in  a  critical  state  from  a  violent  bilious  attack. 

I  shall  wish  to  leave  the  city  for  some  days  about  the  22d  inst.  There  is  but  little  business  claiming 
my  attention,  and  you  may  arrive  by  that  time. 

Commodore  Rodgers  seems  still  disposed  to  get  rid  of  the  Jackal.  I  explained  the  cause  of  her 
being  yet  at  this  yard. 

'  Your  friends  here  are  quite  anxious  about  yimr  health.  I  am  daily  asked  if  you  get  better,  and  am 
mortified  in  having  to  saj'  that  I  have  not  heard  IVoni  ynu  since  you  represented  your  case  as  a  source  of 
considerable  uneasiness  to  ynurself 

The  city  is  excessively  dull,  but  very  healthy.  I  hope  that  your  family  are  generally  well:  please 
offer  my  respects. 

With  great  ivgard,  yuur  obliged  servant, 

'  '  AV.  B.  FINCH. 
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P.  S.— I  should  like  to  relieve  Midslupmeii  Smith  and  Browning  of  the  Sea  Gull,  and  attach  them  to 
the  Adams,  for  greater  improvement,  their  places  to  be  supplied  by  two  strangers,  who  have  reported- 
but  Dallas  says  he  does  not  want  more  than  ho  already  has.  I  suppose  Rapaljo  will'  go  out  with  him  as 
acting  surgeon.  I  wish,  also,  to  detach  young  Brent,  and,  with  your  permission,  to  put  him  in  the 
frigate.  The  only  objection  to  him  is,  a  want  of  self-confidence;  as  he  grows  older  that  will  follow' 
I'll  however  write  to  Dallas.  ' 


U.  S.  Brig  Porpoise,  off  Havana,  December  T,  1823. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  sail  from  Havana  on  Sunday  morning  ne.xt  the  8th  inst    with  such 
ves.sels  as  may  require  your  convoy,  and  afford  them  protection  as  far  as  the  Double  Headed  Shot  Keys- 
you  will  thi'ii  prot'eed  to  New  York  with  the  specie  you  may  have  on  board  belonging  to  American  mer- 
chants, and  report  your  arrival  there  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T  •     *         .  n  ,        T         T,  r,  JAMES  RAMAGE. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  John  P.  Zantzingee,  U.  S.  Scliooner  Weasel. 


Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  February  20,  1824. 
Sir:   You  will  proceed  with  the  United  States  schooner  Fox  under  your  command  to  cruise  from  the 
Colorados  to  Havana,  and  to  such  other  places  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
from  the  information  you  may  receive,  to  afford  the  best  protection  to  commerce  and  suppress  piracy 

lou  will  be  governed  by  the  "general  instructions"  from  Commodore  Porter;  and  when  supplies  of 
any  kind  are  required,  you  will  return  here  for  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lieutenant  Commandant  John  T.  Ritchie,  U.  S.  Schooner  Fox. 


U.  S.  Brig  Spark,  Sacrificios,  April  30,  1824. 
_  Sir:  You  v/iU  proceed,  without  delay,  with  the  United  States  schooner  Weasel,  to  Tampico  and  there 
give  protection  to  our  commerce.  Should  there  be  any  specie  destined  for  the  United  States  or  the 
Havana,  the  property  of  American  citizens,  you  will  receive  on  board  such  sums  as  may  be  presented 
The  premium  for  specie  to  Havana,  you  will  take  as  your  guide  the  British  rule,  which  does  not  .exceed 
one  and  half  per  cent. ;  treasures  for  the  United  States  command  two  per  cent.  As  soon  as  yoii  have 
received  on  board  such  sums  as  may  be  offered,  you  will  as  speedily  as  possible  rejoin  me  at  this  place 
I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c., 

P     .  ■     T        o  -7  ..  „  ..  J<^HN  T.  NEWTON, 

taptain  John  P.  Zantzinger,  L.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Barge  Gnat,  Matanzas,  September  4,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  19th  July  I  left  the 
Grampus,  in  company  with  the  cutter  under  Mr.  Sanderson.  In  the  prosecution  o«  those  orders  I 
have  examined  the  different  keys,  bays,  inlets,  rivers,  and  harbors  of  Cuba,  both  inside  and  outside, 
the  mam  keys,  as  far  to  windward  as  Guanaha,  and  with  regret  am  compelled  to  state  that  I  have  been 
unsuccessful  in  the  capture  of  any  pirates.  On  the  6th  of  August  I  was  joined  by  the  jMid-p,  Lieutenant 
mtt,  at  Sagua  la  Grande,  and  the  next  day  was  compelled  to  leave  that  officer  and  tine'  scaiiicn,  with 
the  cutter,  at  Cayo  Christo,  in  consequence  of  sickness,  and  to  transfer  Mr.  Sanderson  td  the  Mido-e 
On  the  16th  we  got  through  Canal  Canoe,  having  been  six  days  beating  up  from  St.  Juan  do  los  lieniedios' 
destitute  of  provisions,  and  without  a  pilot.  On  getting  into  Guanaha  Bay,  I  discovered  a  few  small  huts 
on  Cayo  Romano,  and  beat  up  as  near  to  them  as  the  channel  would  admit  of,  and  came  to  I  directed 
Midshipman  Hunter  to  take  an  interpreter  with  him,  and  proceed  to  the  houses  in  quest  of  provisions  and 
a  pilot.  On  landing,  he  was  met  by  two  men,  whom  he  addressed,  telling  them  his  business,  and  that  he 
was  an  American.  Thinking  that  they  were  fishermen,  and  that  they  were  afraid  of  him  in  consequence 
ot  his  being  armed,  he  laid  his  arms  on  the  beach,  and  directed  the  interpreter  to  do  so  also.  Notwith- 
standing this,  they  continued  to  retreat  towards  the  houses,  and  Mr.  Hunter  to  f,,ll,,\\- tiiom  until  on 
arriving  near  the  houses,  a  party  of  ten  or  twelve  men  rushed  upon  them,  and  attcmpti'd  to  seize  them 
Mr.  Hunter  was  captured,  but  the  interpreter  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  to  the  I  .oats  amid  a  volley 
of  musketry,  with  no  other  injury  than  a  slight  wound.  Immediately  (m  receiving  tiiis  intclii^-piice  I 
landed  with  a  portion  of  the  crews  of  both  boats,  and  proceeded  to  the  houses;  but  the  pirates  l?ad  fle'd 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  at  whom  some  of  our  men  got  a  few  shots,  but  with  no  other  oflect  than 
compelling  one  of  them  to  drop  his  load,  consisting  of  liquors,  preserved  fruits,  &c.  It  being  late  in  the  even- 
ing when  we  arrived  at  the  huts,  and  our  men  excessively  fatigued  from  their  march,  I  determined  to  remain 
there  that  night,  and  proceed  in  pursuit  of  them  the  next  morning.  About  midnight,  Mr.  Hunter  returned 
lie  intormed  me  tliat  the  houses  we  then  occupied  were  a  part  of  an  extensive  slaughtering  establishment 
ihat  immediately  on  his  capture,  the  pirates  took  all  the  horses  belonging  to  it,  on  which  they  mounted 
with  their  provisions,  &c.,  and  proceeded  about  twelve  miles  in  the  interior,  leaving  three  or  four  of  their 
gang  well  mounted  at  the  huts  to  watch  our  motions.  That  he  had  been  released  on  condition  of  his 
interceding  with  me  to  spare  their  boats;  and  that  he  thought  he  could  pilot  us  to  the  place  where  he 
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left  them.  At  2  A.  M.  on  the  17th  I  proceeded  with  Mr.  H.  as  a  guide,  and  about  twenty  officers  and  men 
in  pursuit  of  them.  After  a  painful  march,  we  arrived  at  the  spot  where  they  had  encamped  the  night 
previous;  but  no  traces  of  them  remained.  From  the  open  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  advantage 
they  possessed  of  being  mounted,  1  was  convinced  that  a  further  pursuit  was  hopeless,  and  therefore 
determined  to  abandon  that  mode,  and  attempt  their  capture  by  stratagem.  I  accordingly  seized  all  the 
boats  I  could  find  on  the  island,  and  invested  them  in  such  a  manner  that  their  escape  was  impossible, 
unless  by  traveling  a  distance  of  eighty  miles  to  the  north  end  of  the  island.  I  attempted  every  stratagem 
that  I  could  devise  for  their  capture  or  destruction,  and  in  one  case  with  such  success,  that  but  for  a  flash 
of  lightning  which  discovered  to  them  some  of  our  men,  their  capture  was  inevitable.  We  remained  on 
the  island  six  days,  when  our  provisions  being  entirely  exhausted,  and  many  of  our  men  sick  from  the 
constant  exposure  and  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  I  was  compelled  to  leave  them.  I  destroyed  their 
boats,  three  in  number,  one  large  and  two  small  ones,  and  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  which  they 
had  left  behind  them  in  the  hurry  of  their  retreat.  I  was  compelled  to  do  this  from  the  impossibility  of 
making  any  progress  in  our  barges  with  the  boats  in  tow. 

On  leaving  there,  I  proceeded  to  Guanaha,  where  I  obtained  a  supply  of  provisions.  I  learned  that 
the  villains  we  had  left  were  part  of  a  gang  that  was  forming  under  the  notorious  pirate  Antonio  El 
Majorcan;  that  they  were  twenty  in  number,  and  had  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  for  the  purpose 
of  seizing  a  Spanish  felucca  then  in  port,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea,  which  they  intended  to  fit  out  as  a 
cruiser.  I  remained  in  Guanaha  three  days,  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  S.  E.  gale  which  prevented  my 
proceeding  any  further  to  windward,  and  which,  added  to  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  finally  compelled  me 
to  bear  up  for  this  port.  In  running  down  the  coast,  I  examined  Cayos  Verde  and  Confitos,  and  all  the 
intermediate  ports,  &c.,  between  them  and  this  place.  By  discharging  the  ballast,  water,  provisions, 
&c.,  from  our  boats,  we  were  enabled  to  ascend  to  the  very  source  of  the  Rio  Falinas.  I  am  satisfied 
from  the  shoalness  of  the  water  over  the  bar  (varying  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  in  depth),  the  many 
obstructions  in  the  river,  and  the  marshy  nature  of  its  banks,  that  the  prevalent  opinion  of  its  being  a 
piratical  depot  is  not  founded  on  fact.  On  the  3d  instant  I  arrived  here,  without  having  met  with  any 
disaster,  and  the  officers  and  crews  of  all  the  boats  in  good  health.  During  the  whole  of  this  long  and 
arduous  cruise,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  received  every  support  from  the  officers  and  men  attached  to 
the  expedition.  Their  fortitude,  and  even  cheerfulness  under  the  numerous  privations  and  sufi'erings 
incident  to  a  cruise  in  open  boats,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  was  almost  without  a  parallel,  and  justly 
entitles  them  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  W.  FREELONS,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Francis  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Schooner  Oramjms,  Matanzas. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  GENERAL  COURT-MARTIAL  IN  THE  CASE  OP  CAPTAIN  PORTER. 

Minutes  of  a  general  court-martial,  convened  at  the  Navy  yard,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  on  Thursday,  the  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  A. 

Present:  Captain  James  Barron,  president;  Captains  Thomas  Tingey,  James  Biddle,  Charles  G. 
Ridgeley,  Robert  T.  Spence,  John  Downes,  John  D.  Henley,  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  James  Renshaw,  Thomas 
Brown,  Chas.  C.  B.  Thompson,  Alex.  S.  Wadsworth,  and  George  W.  Rogers,  members,  and  Richard  S. 
Coxe,  judge  advocate. 

Captain  David  Porter  appeared,  to  answer  the  charges  that  had  been  exhibited  against  him.  He  was 
asked  by  the  judge  advocate  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  make  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  court. 

The  accused,  by  leave  of  the  court,  presented  the  paper  marked  B,  which  he  read,  and  which  is 
annexed  to  the  record;  whereupon  the  court  was  cleared,  and  after  mature  consideration,  one  of  the 
members  proposed  the  following  question: 

Shall  the  question  whether  the  judge  advocate  be  subject  to  challenge,  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?  which  was  determined  in  the  negative.  The  question 
was  then,  on  motion,  proposed  to  the  court: 

Is  the  judge  advocate  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the  accused? 

One  of  the  members  of  the  court  said  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  competent  to  decide  the  question 
without  legal  advice.  At  his  request  the  judge  advocate  was  called  upon  by  the  court,  for  his  opinion, 
which  he  gave,  as  follows: 

Commodore  Porter  having  taken  an  exception  to  my  acting  as  judge  advocate  of  the  court,  and  the 
court  having  intimated  a  wish  that  I  sJHmld  give  my  opinion  upon  the  question  whether  a  challenge  or 
exception  may  be  taken  by  the  accused  to  tlic  judge  advocate,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  appointment  of 
the  judge  advocate  rests  with  the  goveniiiunt ;  and  that  he  holds  his  office  by  the  same  autiiority  which 
appoints  the  court;  and  that  neither  has  the  accused  a  right  to  make  any  exception  before  the  court,  nor 
has  the  court  a  right  to  decide  upon  any  exception  to  the  judge  advocate.  That  no  precedent  of  such 
challenge  having  ever  been  made,  has  been,  or  it  is  believed  can  be  produced. 

After  reading  this  opinion,  the  question  was  put  and  decided  in  the  negative;  whereupon  the  court 
was  opened,  and  the  foregoing  proceedings  announced. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  law  in  such  case  was  then  administered  by  the  judge  advocate  to  the 
president  and  members  of  the  court.  And  the  oath  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  the  judge  advocate  was 
administered  to  him  by  the  president. 

The  charges  and  specifications  were  read  by  the  judge  advocate,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked 
C,  and  Captain  Porter  was  asked  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Captain  Porter  requested  per- 
mission to  postpone,  till  to-morrow  morning,  pleading  to  tlie  same;  and  at  the  same  time  requested  per- 
mission of  the  court  to  have  counsel  present  in  court  to  aid  him — to  have  a  clerk,  to  take  minutes  of  the 
evidence,  and  also  that  he  might  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  as  read  by 
the  judge  advocate.     To  all  these  propositions  the  court  acceded;  it  being  understood  that  the  counsel  of 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF   COURTS -MARTIAL.  305 

Captain  Porter  will  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  are  usually  adopted  in  courts-martial.     Captain 
Porter  mentioned  Walter  Jones,  Esq.,  as  the  counsel  whose  presence  he  desired. 
The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  July  8. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  and 
the  judge  advocate. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  was  read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and 
marked  D,  whereupon  the  court  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  Marine  barracks,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  court  being  opened  pursuant  to  the  adjournment,  present  as  before,  and  Captain  Porter.  The 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Captain  Porter  was  then  called  upon  to  plead  to  the  charges.  He  requested,  by  way  of  plea,  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  read  by  his  counsel,  and  submit  to  the  court,  a  paper  containing  remarks  upon  the 
charges.  This  being  done,  the  paper,  with  the  letter  addressed  to  the  accused  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  therein  referred  to,  covering  a  copy  of  the  charges,  and  the  copy  of  the  charges  furnished  to  him, 
were  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  E.  F.  and  G. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that,  as  the  exception  therein  pointed  out  by  Commodore 
Porter  had  been  waived  by  the  accused,  he  should  proceed  with  the  case  upon  the  charges,  as  read  before 
the  court  yesterday;  that  the  variation  between  the  two  papers  which  had  been  pointed  out,  was,  that  a 
letter  referred  to  in  the  one,  as  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  was,  in  the  other,  by  a  mistake  of  the 
copying  clerk,  dated  the  thirtieth. 

Alexander  J.  Dallas,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn, 
according  to  law,  (and  the  other  witnesses  having  been  directed  to  withdraw,)  deposes  and  says: 

I  commanded  the  John  Adams,  bearing  the  pendant  of  Commodore  Porter.  \Ve  arrived  some  time  in 
November  last  at  St.  Thomas,  in  the  island  of  that  name.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Lieutenant 
Piatt,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cabot,  an  American  gentleman,  residing  at  St.  Thomas,  and  as  I  understood 
officiating  as  commercial  agent  for  the  United  States,  came  on  board  the  vessel.  They  mentioned  to 
Commodore  Porter  that  Lieutenant  Piatt,  on  a  visit  to  Foxardo,  had  been  very  harshly  treated  by  the 
authorities  there.  The  commodore,  on  receiving  this  information,  determined  to  visit  the  place,  and 
obtain  an  apology  from  those  who  had  ill-treated  Lieutenant  Piatt. 

I  was  directed  the  following  day  to  get  under  way  with  the  John  Adams,  the  Grampus  and  the 
Beagle  being  in  company,  and  proceed  to  as  near  Foxardo  as  we  could  get.  The  wind  proving  light,  and 
the  pilot  being  of  opinion  that  the  draft  of  water  of  the  John  Adams  was  too  great  to  permit  an 
approach  near  the  beach,  the  commodore  directed  me  to  anchor  under  one  of  the  Passage  islands;  to  get 
out  all  my  boats,  and  to  prepare  an  hundred  and  odd  men  for  the  expedition.  These  preparations  taking 
so  much  time  as  to  make  it  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  directed  to  be  ready  by  one  or  two  in  the  morning, 
to  go  on  board  the  Grampus,  which  vessel  would  take  the  boats  in  tow.  I  did  so,  and  we  got  under 
way  in  the  schooner,  and  arrived  the  next  morning  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo. 

On  our  arrival  there,  we  were  directed  to  prepare  the  boats  for  landing.  Immediately  after  landing, 
a  battery  was  observed  on  the  hill,  at  which  there  was  a  number  of  men,  who,  to  all  appearance,  intended 
firing  at  us.  The  commodore  directed  one  of  the  boats  to  proceed  and  dislodge  the  men  at  the  battery, 
and  to  spike  the  guns.  We  then  landed,  and,  after  forming  the  men  on  the  beach.  Lieutenant  Crabb, 
with  a  portion  of  the  marines,  was  directed  to  advance  on  the  road  leading  to  the  town  of  Foxardo,  and 
to  take  a  position  there.  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  dispatched  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  a  letter  from 
Conmiodore  Porter  to  the  alcalde  of  the  town.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Stribling  left  us,  we  marched  towards 
the  town,  leaving  a  guard  of  marines,  under  Lieutenant  Barton,  to  take  care  of  the  boats.  We  marched  to 
within  from  twenty  to  forty  yards  of  where  the  marines  under  Lieutenant  Crabbe  were,  where  we  halted 
to  wait  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Stribling.  During  our  march,  we  fell  in  with  a  battery  of  two  guns, 
which  we  also  spiked. 

After  waiting  some  time  in  this  position,  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  discovered  returning  from  the 
town  with  two  officers,  who  were  said  to  be  the  alcalde  and  the  captain  of  the  port.  A  conversation, 
through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  took  place  between  Commodore  Porter  and  those  persons,  which 
resulted  in  an  apology  to  Lieutenant  Piatt.  The  commodore  asking  the  officers  whether  they  were  all 
satisfied,  to  which  they  assented.  The  commodore  was  then  invited  by  the  alcalde  to  visit  him  in  the 
town.  The  commodore,  in  company  with  myself,  and  several  other  officers,  and  the  marines  under 
Lieutenant  Crabbe,  went  so  far  as  to  lead  us  by  the  force  collected;  after  which,  the  commodoi-e  returned, 
and  gave  orders  for  us  all  to  return  to  the  beach.  At  the  beach,  the  men  were  refreshed  with  some  grog, 
got  into  the  boats,  went  on  board  the  Grampus,  and  returned  to  the  John  Adams. 

Question.  At  what  hour  did  you  leave  the  John  Adams,  to  go  to  Foxardo? 

Answer.  Between  one  and  two  in  the  morning. 

Ques.  At  what  time  was  it  expected  you  would  arrive  at  your  destination? 

Ana.  We  calculated  upon  arriving  very  early  in  the  morning. 

Ques.  Did  any  person  from  St.  Thomas  accompany  you,  besides  the  pilot? 

Ans.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  was  a  young  gentlemen,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect. 

Ques.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  object  for  taking  him? 

Ans.  No;  1  was  not. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Rodgers.)  Was  not  the  visit  of  Commodore  Porter  to  Foxardo,  for  the  purpose  of 
resenting  an  insult  to  the  American  flag,  in  the  person  of  Lieut.  Piatt? 

Ans    It  was  the  ostensible  object. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Were  not  the  arrangements  of  Commodore  Porter  to  land  in  daylight? 

Ans.  It  was  his  intention  to  land  as  early  as  possible,  certainly  by  daylight;  we  calculated  to  arrive 
there  by  break  of  day. 

Ques.   (By  the  same.)  Could  you  have  made  your  arrangements  to  land  at  night? 

Ans.  We  could  have  arranged  to  land  at  any  time  of  the  night. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)   In  what  positions  did  the  schooners  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo? 

Ans.  The  Grampus  anchored  nearly  opposite  to  the  battery  I  have  alluded  to;  the  Beagle  further  up 
in  the  harbor. 
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Ques.  Were  the  colors  flying  on  board  the  schooners  when  they  entered  the  harbor,  and  when  they 
anchored? 

A)ig.  I  think  they  were. 

Ques.  Was  the  force  dispatched  to  dislodge  the  Spaniards  from  the  battery  before  or  after  the  land- 
ing of  Commodore  Porter? 

Ans.  Before. 

Ques.  Had  it  returned  before  the  landing? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  At  what  time  did  it  join  the  main  party,  and  wlicre? 

Ans.  It  joined  us  cm  the  beach,  and  almost  immediately  on  our  landing. 

Ques.  How  many  men  and  officers  landed? 

Ans.  I  presume  near  two  hundred. 

Ques.  How  were  they  armed? 

Ans.  With  muskets,  bayonets,  pistols,  cutlasses  and  boarding-pikes. 

Ques.  How  long  after  you  landed  was  Lieut.  Stribling  dispatched  to  the  town? 

Ans.  Almost  immediately,  or  soon  after  our  landing. 

Ques.  What  amount  of  force  had  the  Spaniards  collected? 

A)is.  I  cannot  say  what  amount;  but  in  passing  them  there  appeared  to  be  about  sixty  or  seventy 
men  with  a  field  piece. 

Ques.  Did  they  appear  to  be  regular  troops  or  militia? 

Ans.  They  had  the  appearance  of  militia;  they  were  not  in  uniform. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  to  the  authorities  at  Foxardo,  or  communication  had  with  them 
by  Commodore  Porter  on  the  subject  of  the  insult  ofl'ered  to  Lieutenant  Piatt,  before  you  landed? 

Ans.  None  that  I  knew  of 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Eodgers.)  Do  you  not  think  that  the  most  effective  way  to  obtain  redress  was  by 
landing? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Wadsworth.)  At  the  time  of  your  landing,  was  any  inquiry  made  by  the  Spaniards 
as  to  what  force  it  was? 

Ans.  None;  I  do  not  think  there  was  an  individual  to  be  seen  on  the  beach. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Kidgely.)  Was  there  any  act  of  hostility  committed  against  any  of  the  subjects  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  previous  to  or  after  landing? 

A71S.  The  boat  that  was  sent  to  dislodge  the  men  and  spike  the  guns  at  the  battery  succeeded 
in  the  object;  whether  that  was  an  act  of  hostility  must  be  left  to  the  court;  if  it  was  not,  I  know  of  none. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Tingey.)  Was  this  act  of  courtesy  by  the  authorities  of  Foxardo,  by  invitation 
into  the  town,  after  those  transactions  that  you  have  related? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Was  any  complaint  or  remonstrance  made  by  the  authorities  at  Foxardo  to 
Commodore  Porter,  at  any  time  during  his  stay  on  shore,  against  his  proceeedings  there? 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Wadsworth.)  Do  you  know  the  nature  of  the  apology  made  by  the  alcalde  and 
the  captain  of  the  port,  which  you  say  was  satisfactory  to  Commodore  Porter,  "and  the  ofiScers  accompany- 
ing him? 

Ans.  The  apology  was  made  to  Lieutenant  Piatt  for  the  injury  done  him;  but  I  am  not  able  to  state 
the  terms  of  it. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Brown.)  What  was  the  deportment  of  Commodore  Porter  towards  the  Spanish 
officers  whom  he  met? 

Ans.  Gentlemanly  and  proper. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Henley.)  Did  Commodore  Porter  consult  with  you  previous  to  his  landing?  If  yea, 
state  the  amount  of  the  consultation. 

Ans.  He  did  not  consult  me. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Ridgeley.)  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  oSicers  and  men  who  landed,  towards 
the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  whom  they  met? 

Ans.  We  landed  as  I  have  stated,  and  marched  up  towards  the  town,  committing  no  personal  violence 
against  any  one ;  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  correct. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Elliott.)  From  what  you  could  perceive  in  Commodore  Porter,  previous  to,  at,  and 
after  his  landing,  with  his  force,  at  Foxardo,  was  he  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  to  obtain  an 
apology  for  the  insult  offered  to  one  of  the  officers  of  his  squadron? 

Ans.  It  appeared  to  me  the  only  motive. 

Ques.  (By  Capt.  Ridgeley.)  Was  not  the  place  where  you  landed  considered  as  one  of  the  ren- 
dezvous of  pirates. 

Ans.  It  had  been  frequently  said  so;  I  knew  nothing  of  it  personally. 

Ques.  In  the  conversation  between  Commodore  Porter  and  the  authorities  of  Foxardo,  was  anything 
said  on  the  subject  of  piracy  or  pii-ates,  and  was  any  demand  made  for  pirates,  or  for  property  plundered 
by  them? 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of  I  was  not  near  enough,  however,  to  hear  the  conversation  between  them; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  commodore  asked  the  officers  if  they  were  satisfied  with  the  apology  that  I 
approached  near  enough  to  hear  them. 

Cross-examined: 

Questions  by  Commodore  Porter  to  Capt.  Dallas. 

Ques.  Were  not  our  proper  colors  hoisted,  both  on  the  schooners  and  boats,  when  the}'  came  in  sight 
of  the  harbor,  and  during  the  whole  time  of  the  approach  and  of  the  landing? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Was  not  everything  done  openly  and  fairly,  and  in  my  own  character,  without  any  attempt  to 
deceive? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Did  I  nut  land  in  my  uniform,  though  advised  by  some  of  my  officers  to  take  it  off,  lest  it 
should  make  me  too  conspicuous? 
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Ans.  You  landed  in  your  uniform;  I  do  not  recollect  any  advice. 

Ques.  Did  you  not,  under  all  circumstances,  consider  it  an  eflFectual  course  on  my  part,  to  secure  the 
officers  from  insult  and  interruption,  whilst  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates  in  that  quarter,  by  intimi- 
dating the  inhabitants  of  those  towns  or  districts,  suspected  of  harboring  and  assisting  the  pirates? 

Ans.  Certainly,  I  think  it  was  a  course  that  would  intimidate  other  places  supposed  to  be  a  recep- 
tacle for  pirates,  and  calculated  to  prevent  them  from  suflering  them  to  come  tliere,  and  a  means  of 
obliging  them  to  pay  more  respect  unto  our  officers. 

Ques.  Were  not  the  guns  training  on  us  at  the  time  I  ordered  the  party  to  land  and  spike  tlieni? 

Ans.  I  think  they  were  endeavoring  to  train  them  on  us. 

Ques.  Did  not  Lieut.  Stribling,  on  his  return  with  the  flag,  inform  me  that  the  people  or  authorities 
of  Foxardo  had  heard  of  my  coming  and  were  preparing  resistance? 

Am.  I  heard  of  the  circumstance,  but  do  not  recollect  how  or  from  whom'  I  heard  it. 

Ques.  Were  not  my  orders  to  the  party  who  landed,  to  spike  the  guns,  without  injury  to  the  person 
or  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants;  not  to  fire  unless  first  fired  upon,  and  generally  to  respect  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants? 

Ans.  I  consider  those  as  the  orders  that  were  given. 

Ques.  Did  any  of  the  main  body  enter  the  town  of  Foxardo?  and  was  not  our  whole  force  so  disposed 
as  to  impress  the  people  with  a  sense  of  our  disposition,  and  our  power  to  repel  and  punish  aggression; 
at  the  same  time  that  all  actual  violence  was  avoided? 

Ans.  The  main  body  did  not  enter  the  town.     To  the  latter  clause  of  your  question,  I  answer  yes. 

Ques.  Was  not  the  grog  sent  to  the  beach  as  a  present  from  the  town  to  the  men? 

Ans.  I  did  not  understand  it  in  that  way.  The  purser  was  directed  to  procure  some,  and  when  he 
oifered  to  pay  the  person  from  whom  he  procured  it,  he  was  refused,  and  told  it  was  intended  as  a  pre- 
sent.    The  person  from  whom  it  was  procured  was  one  of  those  who  accompanied  the  alcade  and  the  flag. 

Ques.  After  the  negotiations  and  explanations  were  ended,  did  not  the  authorities  and  inhabitants 
appear  well  satisfied  and  acquiescent  in  my  proceedings? 

Ans.  They  accompanied  us  in  considerable  numbers  down  to  the  boats,  and  there  was  no  other  ap- 
pearance than  that  of  a  good  understanding  between  all  parties. 

Charles  T.  Piatt,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

On  the  24th  October,  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eight  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Bedford,  a  clerk  in 
the  house  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Bailey,  commercial  agents  at  St.  Thomas,  with  a  letter  from  those  gentle- 
men, came  on  board  the  Beagle,  then  under  my  command,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  informing 
me  that  their  store  had  been  robbed  the  preceding  night,  of  goods  to  not  less  than  the  amount  of  $5,000. 
The  letter  contained  a  request  for  me  to  go  in  search  of  the  goods.  I  then  went  ashore,  and  inquired  of 
the  merchants  in  that  place  who  had  been  previously  robbed,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  I  would  be 
justifiable  in  proceeding  in  search  of  these  goods  to  Foxardo,  at  the  east  end  of  Porto  Rico.  On  making 
the  inquiry,  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  as  far  as  I  could  be,  without  knowing  positively,  that  the  goods 
were  then  on  their  way  to  Foxardo.  I  accordingly'  got  under  way  as  speedily  as  I  could,  taking  on 
board  with  me  a  pilot,  and  a  clerk  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Bailey,  with  a  description  of  the  goods  contained 
in  the  advertisement  herewith  presented  to  the  court,  annexed,  and  marked  L  On  the  evening  of  the 
26th,  about  6  o'clock,  I  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo,  with  my  colors  flying.  I  was  anxious,  if 
possible,  to  get  on  shore  that  night,  but  my  pilot,  who  acted  not  merely  in  that  capacity,  but  as  my 
guide  and  interpreter  on  shore,  through  ignorance  or  otherwise,  declined  going,  stating  that  he  was  not 
able  to  show  me  the  way  at  that  late  hour.  In  the  morning  of  the  21th,  at  an  early  hour,  a  boat  came 
alongside,  with  some  person  in  it,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  soldier,  who  informed  me  that  the 
captain  of  the  port  was  anxious  to  see  me  on  shore,  presenting  his  compliments  at  the  same  time. 
I  was  at  that  time  preparing  to  go  on  shore.  I  was  somewhat  fearful  that  the  character  of  the 
vessel  was  not  known  on  shore.  I  asked  the  man  if  the  character  of  the  vessel  was  known  on 
shore.  He  answered  that  it  was.  Lest  he  might  have  been  mistaken,  I  told  him  to  inform  his  com- 
manding officer  that  it  was  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  and  that  I  should  be  on  shore  as  soon  as 
possible.  So  soon  afterwards  as  was  practicable,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Ritchie,  Mr.  Bedford,  and 
the  pilot,  I  visited  the  shore.  On  my  landing,  I  was  told  that  I  could  ncjt  proceed  to  town.  This, 
however,  I  received  from  a  parcel  of  ragamuffins,  who  appeared  to  me  more  like  highwaymen,  than 
anything  I  could  compare  them  to.  I  attempted  after  this  to  go  again  on  board  my  vessel;  I  was 
prevented  from  doing  so.  This  led  me  to  inquire  what  was  the  meaning  of  this  course  of  conduct; 
whether  they  were  authorized?  I  was  informed  by  a  citizen  standing  there,  that  they  had  no  authority 
to  detain  me.  In  evidence  of  which,  horses  were  procured  (without  my  asking)  by  the  citizens  there  for 
myself  and  all  who  were  with  me,  to  ride  up  to  the  village.  On  my  arrival  at  the  village,  I  reported 
myself,  having  been  advised  so  to  do  by  some  of  the  citizens,  first  to  the  captain  of  the  port;  made 
known  to  him  my  business,  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  reason  for  my  appearing  in  citizen's  dress,  and 
also  a  letter  to  a  Mr.  Campos,  showing  the  character  of  myself  and  vessel.  Mr.  Campos  was  a  man  who, 
from  his  wealth,  stood  high  as  a  person  of  respectability.  The  captain  of  the  port  appeared  to  be  perfect- 
ly satisfied  with  the  character  of  myself  and  my  vessel,  took  down  the  names  of  the  offic3rs  and  the  force 
of  the  vessel,  then  directed  me  to  call  on  the  alcalde.  I  did  so,  and  pursued  the  same  course  with  him 
as  with  the  captain  of  the  port.  He  also  appeared  perfectly  satisfied,  and  approved  very  much  of  my 
having  come  on  shore  in  citizen's  dress;  said  it  was  a  very  prudent  and  necessary  precaution.  He  also 
expressed  a  confidence  in  succeeding  in  securing  the  goods;  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  should  be  able 
to  procure  them  before  night.  This  conversation  was  private;  there  might  have  been  others  in  the  room, 
but  none  were  I  believe  within  hearing,  but  the  interpreter  and  ourselves. 

The  court,  not  being  able  to  complete  the  examination  of  Lieut.  Piatt,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  at  10  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  9. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
(excepting  Captain  Elliott),  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  president  announced  to  the  court  that  Captain  Elliott  was  sick  and  confined  to  his  bed,  and 
wholly  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  court  to-day.  The  accused  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  court  proceeding  in  the  business  before  it,  and  that  when  Captain  Elliott  should  be  able  to  resume  his 
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seat,  the  proceedings  of  the  court  during  liis  absence  should  be  read  to  him.     Whereupon  the   court 
decided  to  proceed  in  the  case. 

The  court  resumed  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Piatt: 

The  alcalde  then  informed  me  that  the  recovery  of  the  goods  might  probably  be  attended  with 
some  expense.  I  stated  to  him  that  if  it  were  necessary  to  offer  a  reward  I  was  authorized  to  offer  a 
reward  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  which  I  considered  the  handbill  yesterday  lucstnlcd  to  the  court  as  a 
sufficient  authority.  I  then  proposed  to  the  alcalde  the  propriety  of  my  visitiu--  tlif  dillrrent  stores,  witii 
the  police  and  the  clerk  I  had  brought,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  idcutilyiiii.;'  the  goods.  The 
alcalde  observed  that,  as  I  had  very  properly  come  on  shore  in  citizen's  dress  to  prevent  any  suspicion, 
it  was  advisable  to  let  the  matter  rest  entirely  with  him;  that,  were  I  to  accornpanj'  him,  though  in 
citizen's  dress,  suspicion  might  be  excited.  I  then  left  his  office  under  the  impression  that  the  goods 
would  be  procured  before  night  by  the  police  of  the  place.  A  short  time  after  I  received  a  message  from 
the  alcalde,  saying  that  he  wished  to  see  me  at  his  office;  I  was  then  fully  under  the  impression  that  he 
had  obtained  some  information  which  would  lead  to  the  recovery  of  the  goods.  Under  this  impression  I 
went  over  to  the  office,  accompanied  by  Lieut.  Ritchie  and  the  pilot.  On  my  arrival  I  inquired  of  the 
alcalde  whether  he  had  sent  for  me,  and  for  what  purpose.  I  was  answered  by  the  captain  of  the  port, 
in  the  most  insulting,  most  provoking,  and  most  aggravating  manner  that  it  is  possible  to  imagine, 
saying  that  he  had  sent  fur  me  himself,  to  demand  of  me  my  register,  on  the  refusal  of  which  he  would 
confine  me  in  prison.  I  tulil  them  that  I  thought  I  had  already  satisfied  them  of  the  character  of  the 
vessel;  that  I  had  no  register  tu  show  them;  that  a  man-of-war  carried  none;  that  my  commission,  my 
uniform,  and  my  colors,  were  all  that  I  had  to  show  to  establish  my  character;  that  I  had  already  offered 
to  exhibit  these,  which  they  considered  unnecessary,  being  perfectly  satisfied  of  my  character  without  it. 
I  then  expressed  my  astonishment  at  the  course  of  conduct  they  had  pursued,  so  unexpected  and  so 
unprecedented;  and,  furthermore,  that  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  country,  to 
myself,  and  to  tlie  officers  under  my  command,  to  make  a  formal  report  of  their  conduct  to  Commodore 
Porter.  Lest,  however,  they  might  deny  having  confined  me,  I  left  the  office  with  the  intention  of 
returning  on  board  my  vessel,  and  leaving  the  port,  not  considering  myself  as  a  prisoner  by  their  mere 
say-so.  I  had  proceeded  about  five  rods  from  the  alcalde's  house  when  I  was  pursued  by  the  alcalde 
himself  and  two  soldiers;  the  alcalde  himself  seized  me  by  the  collar.  I  was  brought  back  and  placed 
under  charge  of  a  sentry.  After  perhaps  an  hour's  debate,  among  themselves,  I  inquired  of  their  inter- 
preter what  they  meant  to  do;  he  informed  me  that,  as  they  were  not  satisfied  with  my  character,  my 
having  shown  no  evidence  thereof,  they  were  determined  to  keep  me  confined  until  I  should  produce  some 
such  evidence,  or  they  should  hear  from  St.  John's.  I  then  requested  permission  to  go  on  board  with 
any  officer  they  might  choose  to  send,  whom  I  pledged  to  satisfy  of  the  character  of  myself  and  vessel. 
This,  however,  was  denied  me.  I  then  requested  tliat  I  might  send  Mr.  Ritchie  or  the  pilot  on  board; 
that  they  might  keep  me  in  bondage  if  they  chose.  All  was  denied  me.  There  was  no  chance  left.  I 
then  made  another  proposition,  that  I  should  send  a  note  by  any  officer  of  theirs  whom  they  pleased,  and 
pledge  mj'self  that,  if  he  did  not  return,  they  might  then  do  with  me  as  they  thought  proper.  This  was 
refused.  After  perhaps  another  hour,  they  permitted  me  to  send  Mr.  Bedford  on  board  for  my  commis- 
sion, which,  at  the  time,  they  said  was  all  they  would  require.  1  however,  directed  him  to  bring  my 
commission  and  uniform.  So  soon  as  he  returned,  I  put  on  my  uniform  and  presented  my  commission. 
After  consulting  again  for  perhaps  half  an  hour,  they  pronounced  my  commission  a  forgery,  and  me  and 
my  officers  a  damned  pack  of  pirates.  I  then,  finding  the  probability  of  my  being  confined  there  some- 
time, proposed  the  propriety  of  going  to  some  decent  house,  where  they  might  place  sentry  over  me.  In 
answer  to  this,  the  King's  house  was  recommended,  as  I  understood.  I  being,  at  the  time,  fully  under 
the  impression  that  the  King's  house  was  the  most  genteel  house  in  the  place,  invited  Mr.  Ritchie,  and 
even  the  pilot,  to  accompany  me,  they  being  prisoners  like  myself.  On  my  approaching  near  enough  to 
discover  that  it  was  a  mere  guard-house,  well  calculated  to  produce  the  yellow  fever  or  plague,  1  declined 
taking  up  my  lodgings  there  unless  they  forced  me  to  do  it.  After  some  few  minutes  they  consented  to 
let  me  return  to  the  alcalde's  office  under  charge  of  a  sentry.  Being  fully  aware  of  my  unpleasant  situa- 
tion, I  again,  although  i-epugnant  to  my  feelings,  did  ask  the  interpreter  what  furthermore  they  required 
of  me.  After  making  the  inquiry  of  the  proper  authorities,  he  answered  that  I  had  shown  no  other  com- 
mission than  one  as  lieutenant,  and  not  one  as  lieutenant  commandant.  They  were  determined  to  keep 
me  there  until  they  could  hear  from  St.  John's,  or  until  I  produced  something  that  was  satisfactory.  I 
asked  ])cninssi(in  to  send  Mr.  Bedford  again  on  board,  which  was  granted.  I  directed  him  to  bring  all 
my  iiii|i(rs  ..ii  shore,  that  I  might  come  across  some  paper  which  might  be  satisfactory,  and  which  it 
woulii  U'jt  lif  iin]K-oper  to  show  them.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Bedford,  I  produced  the  orders  from  Commo- 
dore Porter  to  me,  directing  mo  so  take  command  of  the  Beagle.  They  told  mo  an  appointment  of  that 
kind  could  not  emanate  from  anytliiii.u-  less  tiian  an  admiral,  and  that  they  were  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
I  was  a  pirate.  As  for  CuniuKidnrc  I'ditcr,  there  was  no  such  man  in  our  navy,  and  that  I  could  not 
hoax  them  in  that  way.  They  still  continued  me  confined  until  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon;  towards 
sundown,  they,  without  any  further  application  from  me,  and  for  what  reason  I  know  not,  released  me 
and  allowed  me  to  go  aboard  my  vessel.  We  left  the  village,  mortified,  very  properly,  hissed  at  by  the 
ruff-scuff  of  the  place;  went  on  board,  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  to  St.  Thomas. 

On  the  12th  Xo\(iiilirr,  Coiiiinoilorc  I'orlor  arrived  at  St.  Thomas,  in  the  John  Adams;  as  soon  as  he 
came  to  anchor,  1  \  isiicd  tho  ncsscI,  npoited  myself  to  him,  and  mentioned  to  him  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  my  visit  tu  Foxardo,  and  the  treatment  I  had  met  with.  The  commodore  informed  me  it  was 
necessary  I  should  make  out  a  \vi'itten  report.  I  stated  to  him  it  should  have  been  prepared,  had  I 
expected  him  so  soon,  and  that  he  should  have  it.  The  commodore  said  that,  if  circumstances  justified 
my  going  in  the  manner  in  which  I  went,  that  he  would  visit  Foxardo,  and  obtain  redress  for  the  insult 
offered  to  me  and  to  the  flag.  I  referred  the  commodore  to  Messrs.  Cabot  and  Bailey,  and  to  Mr.  Furness — 
both  houses  being  commercial  agents  at  that  place.  I  went  on  shore  at  the  request  of  the  commodore, 
to  request  Mr.  Cabot  to  come  on  board,  (Mr.  Furness  was  then  on  board,)  and  to  procure  a  pilot  to  carry 
us  to  Foxardo.  Mr.  Cabot  returned  on  board  with  me.  The  next  morning  I  got  under  way  with  the 
Beagle,  having  the  pilot  on  board,  stood  out  of  the  harbor  of  St,  Thomas  to  join  the  John  Adams,  then 
under  way,  delivered  my  written  report  to  the  commodore,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  proceed  ahead 
with  the  pilot  for  Foxardo.  The  wind,  however,  proved  light,  and  we  were  compelled  to  lay  to,  off  and 
on,  during  the  uight.     The  next  morning  I  was  hailed  from  the  Adams,  and  directed  to  proceed  ahead  as 
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before.  For  reasons  unknown  to  me,  the  commodore  gave  an  order,  and  the  vessels  came  to  anchor  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  under  the  lee  of  Passage  Island.  At  midnight  of  the  13th,  the 
Grarajjus,  Beagle,  the  barges  and  boats  of  the  Adams,  with  as  many  officers  and  men  as  could  conveniently 
be  spared,  got  under  way,  and,  about  eight  o'clock  next  moniing,  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  The 
barges  were  manned  and  officered;  one  barge  was  sent  tn  attack  a  fort  on  an  eminence,  mounting  two 
guns.  The  rest  of  the  men  landed  on  the  beach.  The  (rranipus  was  anchored  off  the  battery;  the  Beagle, 
passing  by  the  battery,  anchored  so  as  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  men.  I  was  directed  by  Commodore 
Porter,  as  he  passed  me,  to  follow  him  with  as  many  men  as  I  could  conveniently  carry  in  my  boat. 
Lieut.  Stribling,  about  the  time  of  our  landing,  was  dispatched  to  the  town  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a 
communication  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  authorities  of  the  place.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  our 
landing,  we  were  directed  to  fall  into  line,  and  march  up.  We  got  there  in  perhaps  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  from  the  time  we  started  from  the  beach.  On  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  I  mentioned  to 
the  conmiodore  that  there  were  two  guns  on  a  causeway,  on  the  road  to  the  village.  He  ordered  some 
officers  and  men  to  spike  them.  After  arriving  at  about  forty  or  fifty  rods  from  the  village,  we  halted;  a 
short  time  after,  we  discovered  a  white  flag,  which  proved  to  be  the  flag  of  Lieut.  Stribling,  accompanied 
by  the  alcalde,  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  interpreter,  and  a  number  of  the  citizens.  When  they  met 
Connnodore  Porter,  they  professed  their  ignorance  of  the  object  of  his  visit.  The  commodore  stated  to 
tliem  that  they  ought  to  have  known  the  object  of  his  visit  from  the  tenor  of  his  note;  that  he  came  there 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  suitable  redress,  or  an  apology,  for  the  insult  that  had  been  ofiered  to  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  in  my  person,  (pointing  to  me.)  This  seemed,  at  first,  to  create  some  considerable 
astonishment  on  their  part,  that  they  should  be  accused  of  having  treated  me  in  any  way  improper.  The 
commodore  then  asked  the  alcalde,  in  a  very  positive  manner,  whether  he  had  not  imprisoned  me.  His 
answer  was,  that  he  had — after  knowing  my  character,  as  an  officer  in  the  United  States  navy;  but,  that 
he  was  not  to  blame,  for  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  do  it  by  otliers. 

The  commodore  then  t  m  him  that,  as  he  was  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  place,  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  others,  and  that  he  should  regard  him  as  responsible  for  any  acts  of  violence  that  might  have  been 
committed  on  me ;  that  there  was  then  no  time  for  any  altercation ;  that  the  time  had  expired,  within  five 
or  seven  minutes,  which  he  had  allowed  them;  that  an  apology  was  necessary — such  a  one  as  should  be 
dictated  by  him;  a  refusal  of  which  would  compel  him  to  resort  to  arms,  which  should  terminate  in  the 
final  destruction  of  the  village.  An  apology  was  made.  It  was,  that  they  had  imprisoned  me  wrongfully; 
that  they  were  sorry  for  it,  and  that,  in  future,  they  would  respect  United  States  naval  officers,  as  their 
character  deserved.  After  that,  we  were  pressingly  invited  to  come  into  the  village,  and  strongly  urged 
to  take  some  refreshments.  Commodore  Porter  did  advance — passed  by  a  six-pounder,  which  was  primed, 
and  a  man  standing  by  with  a  lighted  match,  and  a  number  of  armed  men  that  had  been  collected! 
He  then  ordered  us  to  return  to  the  beach,  without  entering  into  the  heart  of  the  village.  The  commodore 
informed  me,  at  the  beach,  that  it  was  at  first  his  intention  to  have  accepted  the  invitation,  and  entered 
the  village  with  the  men,  but,  apprehensive  that  some  difficulties  might  arise  amongst  the  sailors  and 
men,  he  thought  it  better  to  return,  and  have  the  refreshments  brought  down  to  the  beaclT.  Tlie  refresh- 
ments were  brought  down,  we  partook  of  them,  proceeded  to  sea,  and  rejoined  the  John  Adams. 

Question.  Was  it  the  object  of  your  visit  to  Foxardo,  to  recover  the  property  that  had  been  stolen  at 
St.  Thomas,  or  to  obtain  the  persons  who  had  perpetrated  the  robbery,  or  both? 

Answer.  The  object  of  my  visit  was  to  obtain  the  property,  and"  the  pirates,  as  they  were  supposed 
to  be,  through  the  police,  and  through  them  only. 

Ques.  Was  the  United  States  flag  flying  on  board  the  Beagle,  during  the  time  that  she  lay  in  the 
harbor  of  Foxardo? 

Ans.  The  flag  was  flying  when  we  arrived,  and  was  hoisted  again  at  nine  o'clock,  on  the  following 
morning,  as  I  presume,  such  being  my  orders,  and  such  the  regulations  of  the  service. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  flag,  ensign,  or  other  distinction,  displayed  at  the  time  of  your  landing? 

Ans.  None. 

Ques.  When  you  landed,  do  you  suppose  that  the  Beagle  was  known  on  shore  to  be  an  American  man- 
of-war? 

Ans.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  her  character  was  known. 

Ques.  Were  there  many  persons  on  the  shore  who  saw  you  land  from  her? 

Ans.  Probably  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Ques.  What  was  your  object  in  landing  without  your  uniform? 

Ans.  To  prevent  any  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  boats  in  the  harbor  of  which  there  was  a  great 
number.  ° 

Ques.  Could  not  the  flag  of  the  vessel  be  seen  as  well  from  those  boats  as  from  the  village  of  Foxardo, 
and  the  character  of  the  Beagle  as  well  ascertained? 

Ans.  Yes,  but  all  merchant  vessels  carry  the  same  flag  that  we  did. 

Ques.  Had  you,  when  you  landed,  any  document  of  any  description  to  verify  your  claim  to  the  cha- 
racter of  an  American  officer?     If  so,  what  was  it? 

Ans.  We  carried  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  mercantile  houses  in  St.  Thomas,  to  Mr. 
John  Campos,  a  merchant  in  Foxardo. 

Ques.  Was  that  an  open  or  sealed  letter? 

Ans.  It  was  a  sealed  letter,  but  had  been  read  to  me  before  it  was  sealed.  It  was  given  me  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  me  to  go  on  shore  in  disguise. 

Ques.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Campos  while  on  shore? 

Ans.  1  met  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  before  seeing  the  captain  of  the  port  and  the 
alcalde? 

Ques.  When  did  you  hand  him  the  letter? 

Ans.  The  moment  I  arrived  at  the  village. 

Ques.  Did  he  accompany  you  to  the  house  of  the  captain  of  the  port  and  the  alcalde? 

Ans.  He  was  at  the  captains's  of  the  port,  I  think,  and  certainly  at  the  alcalde's,  and  read  the  letter 
to  them  both  in  my  presence. 

_  Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Campos  had,  or  had  not,  at  that  time,  in  his  possession,  the  goods  of 
which  you  were  in  search? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  personally;  I  can  only  judge  from  the  evidence  that  I  brought  home,  and  am  fully 
under  the  impression  that  he  was,  at  that  time,  in  possession  of  the  goods. 
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Ques.  When  you  were  interrupted  on  the  beach  on  your  landing,  do  j'ou  suppose  those  who  did  it 
knew  you  to  be  an  American  officer? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  From  what  circumstance? 

Ans.  Because  they  had  sent  a  boat  alongside  of  me,  and  said  they  knew  my  character,  and  I  liad 
sent  word  to  them  before  landing  of  my  character. 

Ques.  Did  you  inform  the  citizens,  who  interfered  in  your  behalf  on  the  beach,  who  you  were,  and 
what  was  the  object  of  your  visit? 

Ans.  I  mentioned  that  I  was  an  American  officer  in  command  of  the  Beagle,  and  that  I  wished  to 
report  myself  to  the  proper  authorities. 

Ques.  Did  you  in  person  proceed  to  any  of  the  stores  in  town,  to  inquire  after  the  goods  you  were  in 
quest  of? 

Ans.  I  was  in  no  store  in  the  place,  except  Mr.  Campos'  store,  when  I  went  to  see  him.  I  was  in  one 
other,  the  store  of  the  gentleman  who  had  lent  me  his  horse;  I  was  asked  into  his  house,  and  passed  into 
the  store,  but  no  further,  and,  with  Mr.  Bedford,  privately  examined  some  of  the  goods,  to  see  if  they 
corresponded  with  what  had  been  taken.  This  was  not  done  with  the  view  of  interfering  with  the 
authorities. 

Ques.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Campos  after  you  first  left  the  office  of  the  alcalde? 

Ans.  Yes;  I  found  him  there  when  I  went  to  the  alcalde's,  after  being  sent  for;  he  was  engaged  in 
conversation  with  the  rest,  and  appeared  very  much  confused. 

Ques.  Did  you  appeal  to  him  to  verify  your  character,  and  what  was  his  reply? 

Ans.  I  appealed  to  him;  he  replied  that  he  had  stated  my  character;  urged  Mr.  Bedford  and  myself 
to  go  to  another  place  to  look  for  the  goods,  which  I  declined;  he  offered  us  horses  to  go,  and  I  believe 
that  if  I  had  been  disposed  to  go,  they  would  have  released  us. 

Ques.  During  the  period  that  elapsed  between  your  first  visit  to  Foxardo,  and  your  seeing  Commo- 
dore Porter,  at  St.  Thomas,  had  you  made  any  report  of  the  affair  to  him  or  to  the  government? 

Ans.  None,  whatever.  I  expected  him  at  St.  Thomas,  (where  I  was  directed  to  await  liis  arrival,) 
though  not  so  soon  as  he  actually  came. 

Ques.  Did  you  during  that  period,  consider  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  had  received  an  insult 
which  required  atonement? 

A)is.  Yes,  I  did. 

Ques.  Did  Mr.  Bedford,  or  any  other  person,  accompany  j'ou  to  Foxardo,  on  the  second  visit?  and  if 
so,  for  what  purpose? 

Ans.  Mr.  Bedford  went  down  on  the  second  visit,  but  did  not  not  land.  The  object  was  that,  if  any 
discovery  should  be  made,  he  might  be  there  to  identify  the  goods. 

Ques.  In  the  conversations  between  Commodore  Porter  and  the  authorities,  was  anytliing  said  on  the 
subject  of  those  goods,  and  what? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  that  anything  was  said  on  the  subject. 

Ques.  What  is  the  distance  betwen  the  beach  where  you  landed,  and  the  village  of  Foxardo? 

Ans.  About  a  mile  and  a  half. 

Ques.  Had  any  complaint  been  made,  or  explanation  asked,  either  by  yourself  or  Commodore  Porter, 
for  the  insult  you  had  received,  either  of  the  authorities  at  Foxardo,  or  of  the  island,  before  your  second 
visit? 

Ans.  None  by  myself,  and  none  that  I  know  of  by  the  Commodore. 

Qupf.  (By  Captain  Rodgers.)  What  is  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo?  Is  it  considered 
a  place  of  refuge  for  pirates,  and  are  not  pirates  openly  protected  there? 

Ans.  Yes,  I  have  heard  so;  I  have  understood  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
perty had  been  stolen  at  St.  Thomas,  and  remnants,  or  parts  of  the  goods,  discovered  there  and  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Ques.  (By  Captain  Thompson.)  Will  you  please  to  state  to  the  court  the  particular  instruction  under 
which  you  thought  yourself  authorized  to  land  at  Foxardo,  in  order  to  recover  the  property  in  question? 

Ans.  The  instructions  under  which  I  acted  were  the  general  instructions  from  Commodore  Porter,  of 
which  I  was  furnished  with  a  copy,  as  well  as  the  other  vessels  in  the  squadron,  annexed  and  marked  H. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Do  you  know  the  house  of  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.  to  be  accredited  agents  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States? 

Ans.  I  know  them  to  be  respected  as  such  by  the  authorities  at  St.  Thomas,  and  that  they  act  as 
magistrates;  I  mean  that  Mr.  Cabot  is. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

Questions  to  Lieutenant  Piatt  by  Commodore  Porter. 

Question.  Had  not  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  especially  the  district  about  Foxardo,  been  notorious, 
from  common  report,  before  and  at  the  time  of  your  visit,  as  a  rendezvous  and  refuge  for  sucii  nf  tlio 
pirates  as  were  unable  to  keep  the  sea,  who  were  generally  said  to  make  that  their  retreat  with  their 
plunder,  after  marauding  expeditions? 

Ansiver.  Yes. 

Ques.  Were  not  those  reports  communicated  to  me,  and  did  I  not  receive  frequent  and  heavy  com- 
plaints of  the  piratical  character  of  Foxardo  and  the  country  around? 

Ans.  Yes;  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  between  ('nmmodnro  Purter  and  respectable  merchants  at 
St.  Thomas,  after  his  arrival  on  the  12th  of  November;  they  staled  that  pnUccticin  was  aflbrded  to  pirates 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo;  that  they  were  generally  Ix^licvcd  tn  lie  courciucd  with  the  pirates  They 
referred  him  to  respectable  gentlemen  on  shore,  who  had  letters  from  respectable  people  to  that  effect. 

Ques.  Were  not  the  guns  of  the  battery  trained  on  the  Grampus,  as  she  lay  abreast  of  tiie  battery, 
before  any  order  was  given  to  land? 

Ans.   I  do  not  know;  they  were  so  trained  before  they  left  the  Grampus. 

Ques.  Did  the  party  who  had  landed  to  strike  the  guns,  make  any  attack  or  offer  any  violence  to  the 
persons  at  the  battery,  or  use  any  force  to  dislodge  them? 

Ans.  The  party  landed  and  took  possession  of  the  fort;  the  Spaniards  abandoned  it  before  our  men 
reached  them. 

Ques.  Was  not  the  most  perfect  order  preserved  among  our  men  on  the  march  to  Foxardo? 
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Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Was  any  violence  or  injury  of  any  kind  committed  by  any  of  our  men  upon  the  persons  or 
property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants? 

Ans.  None  whatever. 

Ques.  Were  not  the  grog  shops  on  the  road  from  the  harbor  to  the  town  thrown  open,  and  temptingly 
set  out  with  drink,  and  without  any  protection? 

Ans.  They  were;  liquor  was  brought  out  and  oifered-to  n»e  as  we  were  returning;  I  did  not  see  any- 
thing of  the  .sort  as  we  went  up. 

Ques.  Did  you  see  or  hear  of  any  instance  of  the  men's  quitting  their  ranks  to  enter  these  shops; 
and  had  they  any  other  means  of  getting  refreshment  until  their  return  to  the  beach? 

Ans.  None  whatever. 

Ques.  Were  you  near  us  during  my  conference  with  the  alcalde;  and  did  you  hear  distinctly  what 


Ans.  Yes;  I  was  alongside  of  him. 

Ques.  Did  I  not  exact,  in  addition  to  the  apology  for  their  ill-treatment  of  you,  a  promise  that  aid 
and  assistance  should  be  furnished,  and  respect  shown  to  American  officers,  who  might  go  to  Foxardo  in 
pursuit  of  pirates;  and  did  not  the  alcalde  promise  such  aid  and  respect,  so  far  as  lay  in  his  power? 

An.9.  Yes;  that  they  should  be  respected,  and  the  alcalde  promised  it. 

Ques.  Did  not  the  alcalde,  on  being  asked  by  me  why  he  had  put  you  in  confinement,  say  that  he 
could  not  avoid  it;  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  others? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Did  you  not  understand  from  the  said  conversation,  and  the  excuses  made  by  the  alcalde,  that 
there  was  some  mystery  in  the  transaction;  and  that  the  regular  authorities  of  the  place  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  forced  from  their  duty  by  the  irregular  interference  of  unauthorized  persons? 

Ans.  I  drew  that  conclusion  front  the  conversation  that  passed  and  the  apology  made. 

Ques.  Did  you  not  ask  the  alcalde  in  my  presence,  if  the  goods  had  been  recovered,  and  did  he  not 
answer  no? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  of  the  kind. 

Ques.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  you  went  first  to  Foxardo,  that  Campos  had  tlie  goods,  or  did  you 
get  the  information  afterwards? 

Ans.  I  received  the  information  since. 

Ques.  Did  you  hear  from  many  of  the  persons  on  shore,  after  my  interview  with  the  alcalde,  that 
they  had  been  expecting  me,  and  preparing  to  resist  me? 

Ans.  I  understood  from  the  interpreter  that  the  visit  was  not  unexpected  to  him;  that  he  antici- 
pated it. 

Ques.  Did  not  the  alcalde,  and  the  inhabitants  generally,  appear  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  my 
proceedings,  and  did  we  not  all  part  in  good  fellowship,  and  with  mutual  civilities? 

Ans.  They  did. 

Ques.  Did  you  hear  any  complaint  from  any  of  the  inhabitants,  of  my  landing,  or  of  the  treatment 
they  received? 

Ans.  None  whateevr. 

Ques.  Upon  your  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  after  your  confinement  at  Foxardo,  what  American  oificer 
did  you  find  in  command  there;  and  did  you  report  to  him,  either  verbally  or  in  writing;  or  did  you  give 
him  information  of  what  had  passed  at  Foxardo;  and  what  advice  or  instructions  did  he  give  you? 

Ans.  Lieutenant  Sloat  came  in  some  days  after.  I  informed  him  what  had  passed,  but  made  no 
formal  report  to  him.  He  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  no  more  than  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
them,  but  gave  no  advice. 

Ques.  Did  you  make  a  formal  report  to  me  of  those  transactions,  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  St 
Thomas? 

Ans.  I  did,  as  I  have  before  stated. 

Ques.  Did  you  afterwards  convoy  vessels  to  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  or  go  there  on  other  official  business, 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Sloat;  and  how  were  you  received  and  treated  there,  by  the  authorities  and  inhabi- 
tants?   Was  it  not  with  marked  distinctitm  and  hospitality? 

Ans.  I  went,  not  only  by  orders  of  Lieutenant  Sloat,  but  of  myself  I  visited  Ponce  some  time 
after,  in  consequence  of  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Furness  (read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and 
marked  2,)  where  I  was  received  with  the  greatest  possible  attention  and  respect.  I  was  invited  to  a 
public  dinner,  where  there  were  about  forty  of  the  most  respectable  citizens ;  and  it  was  known  that  I 
was  the  same  person  who  had  visited  Foxardo,  and  I  landed  in  the  same  uniform  that  I  had  on  at  Foxar- 
do. The  particulars  of  my  visit  appear  in  a  report  made  by  me  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  February 
10th,  1825  (read,  annexed,  and  marked  3). 

Ques.  Did  they  make  any  such  remark  as  this,  that  they  were  determined  to  show  by  their  conduct 
towards  you,  that  they  were  not  pirates,  and  did  you  understand  them  as  alluding  to  the  affair  of  Foxardo? 

Ans.  No;  I  understood  they  were  mortified  at  the  treatment  I  had  received  at  Foxardo,  and  were 
determined  to  show  they  were  a  diflferent  sort  of  people. 

Ques.  Did  not  some  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  Foxardo  apologize  for  the  conduct  of  the 
alcalde,  towards  you,  by  saying  he  was  somehow  under  the  influence  of  the  populace? 

Ans.  Yes;  the  interpreter  himself  told  me  that  the  alcalde  was  swayed  by  others,  and  an  Irish 
gentleman  there  took  a  very  active  part  on  the  occasion. 

The  court  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  July  11. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  (ex- 
cepting Captain  Wadsworth),  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

A  letter  was  read  to  the  court,  from  Captain  Wadsworth  to  the  president,  accompanied  with  a  cer- 
tificate from  his  attending  physician,  stating  that  he  was  too  much  indisposed  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
court-martial  this  day. 

The  court  (the  accused  assenting)  took  the  same  order  on  this  occasion  as  on  Saturdav,  in  con.se- 
quence  of  the  absence  of  Captain  Elliott. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  then  read  by  the  judge  advocate. 
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The  examination  of  Lieutenant  Piatt  was  resumed: 

Ques.  (By  the  president  of  the  court.)  How  far  is  it  from  Foxardo  to  St.  Johns,  and  is  the  commu- 
nication between  the  places  frequent? 

Ans.  I  understand  the  distance  is  about  forty  or  forty-five  miles,  and  that  the  communications  be- 
tween the  places  are  daily. 

Ques.  (By  Captain  Porter.)  Was  it  generally  anticipated  and  understood  by  the  officers  of  the  navy 
on  the  station,  and  by  the  persons  at  St.  Thomas,  who  had  heard  of  the  treatment  you  had  received  at 
Foxardo,  that  I  should  proceed  to  the  latter  place  and  get  satisfaction  for  their  conduct,  and  that  in  so 
doing  I  should  land  with  an  armed  force,  and  march  to  the  town? 

Ans.  It  was  hoped  by  the  merchants  and  respectable  citizens  of  the  place  that  such  would  be  the 
case,  and  was  wished  for  by  the  oflScers  on  the  station. 

Ques.  Did  this  general  anticipation  of  my  intended  course  proceed  from  any  communication  from 
me,  to  the  officers  or  others,  of  my  intended  operations,  or  merely  from  the  general  opinion  of  the  propri- 
ety or  necessity  of  the  measure? 

Ans.  From  the  opinion  of  tiie  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  measure. 

Ques.  Was  it  the  general  opinion,  and  your  own,  that  the  course  which  it  was  supposed  I  intended 
to  pursue  was  a  necessary  and  eflectual  measure  to  repress  piracy,  and  ensure  respect  and  protection  to 
our  officers  and  detachments,  when  landing  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty? 

Ans.  Yes,  it  was  thought  to  be  necessary  that  such  a  stand  should  be  taken,  until  it  happened  no 
vessel  dared  leave  the  port  without  the  protection  of  a  man-of-war. 

Ques.  Was  it  the  general  opinion,  and  your  own,  from  your  experience  of  the  consequences  of  the 
operation  at  Foxardo,  that  it  had  made  the  most  beneficial  impression,  and  had  produced  effects  of  great 
practical  utility  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  general  objects  of  our  cruise,  the  suppression  of  piracy? 

A71S.  It  was  decidedly  my  impression;  and  the  subsequent  treatment  I  have  received  from  the  authori- 
ties in  the  Spanish  West  India  islands,  and  their  conduct  since,  has  created  this  impression.  I  never 
before  knew  of  any  aid  or  assistance  being  furnished  by  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico;  it  has  been  done 
since. 

Ques.  Had  you  not  been  cruising  a  considerable  time  before  your  first  visit  to  Foxardo,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  that  place  and  St.  Thomas  in  the  Beagle?  Was  not  the  Beagle  well  known  in  those  parts— 
and  was  there  not  daily  and  hourly  intercourse  by  means  of  small  boats  between  St.  Thomas  and  Foxardo? 

Ans.  Yes,  I  had  been  on  the  station  a  short  time.  I  had  been  cruising  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fox- 
ardo within  sight  of  the  east  end  of  the  island,  before  I  went  to  St.  Thomas,  and  there  was  a  constant 
communication  between  Foxardo  and  St.  Thomas. 

The  examination  of  this  witness  being  closed,  at  the  request  of  a  member  who  had  a  proposition  to 
submit,  the  court  was  cleared. 

The  proposition  having  been  submitted,  after  deliberating  upon  the  same,  the  court  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

It  appearing  to  the  court  that  what  purports  to  be  the  proceedings  of  this  court,  and  particularly 
the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  who  have  heretofore  been  examined,  have  been  published  in  a  news- 
paper of  this  city;  and  this  course  appearing  highly  objectionable,  and,  in  particular,  virtually  annulling 
a  special  rule  of  all  courts-martial — that  no  witness,  previous  to  his  examination,  shall  be  permitted  to 
know  what  testimony  has  been  given  by  an}'  other  person;  it  is  ordered  by  the  court  that  no  spectator, 
other  than  such  persons  as  may  be  particularly  employed  by  Captain  Porter,  and  for  his  use,  be  permitted 
to  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 

Whereupon,  the  court  was  opened,  and  the  foregoing  proceedings  announced. 

Robert  Ritchie,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

I  landed,  in  company  with  Mr.  Piatt,  at  Foxardo,  on  the  morning  of  the  21th  of  October,  ^fr.  Bed- 
ford, a  clerk  of  Messrs.  Cabot  and  Bailey,  and  the  pilot,  were  in  company.  It  was  about  six  or  seven  in 
the  morning.  We  met  a  number  of  men  on  the  beach.  One  man,  with  a  cutlass  in  his  hand,  but  without 
any  appearance  of  being  an  officer  or  soldier,  addressed  Lieutenant  Piatt,  asked  him  for  his  register. 
Lieutenant  Piatt  replied  that  he  carried  no  register — told  him  what  vessel  it  was — that  it  was  the  United 
States  schooner  Beagle.  He  inquired  for  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  was  told  he  lived  at  Foxardo.  One 
of  the  citizens  offered  to  show  us  the  way,  and  we  started  off.  We  saw  the  captain  of  the  port  on  our 
arrival  at  the  town — told  him  our  business.  Mr.  Piatt  told  him  he  had  come  on  shore  in  citizen's  dress; 
that  he  had  brought  with  him  a  clerk  of  the  house  whose  goods  had  been  stolen.  The  captain  of  the 
port  asked  Lieutenant  Piatt  for  his  register;  he  replied  that  he  carried  none;  he  was  satisfied  npiiarently. 
Mr.  Piatt  showed  him  the  letter  he  had  for  Mr.  Campos;  he  sent  a  young  man  with  us  to  sliuw  us  where 
Mr.  Campos  resided.  On  our  leaving  him,  he  appeared  perfectly  satisfied.  After  Mr.  r;ini|M,s  liad  nad 
the  letter,  he  offered  to  render  us  all  the  service  in  his  power — said  it  would  bo  nocossai  v  i'.ir  us  tn  go 
over  to  the  alcalde's  house,  and  he  would  forward  our  views.  On  our  arri\  al  (hen-,  w(  I'ound  tlic  captain 
of  the  port.  Mr.  Campos  related  to  the  alcalde  what  our  object  was;  hi'  apiicarcd  iicifcfily  satislifd, 
and  shook  hands  with  us  after  an  introduction.  Mr.  Campos  then  requested  the  alcalde  and  the  captain 
of  the  port  to  go  into  a  private  room,  that  he  wished  to  speak  with  them.  The  door  was  shut;  we  heard 
them  in  conversation.  Mr.  Piatt  proposed  to  me  to  go  over  and  get  some  breakfast,  as  they  were  busy. 
We  had  just  finished  our  breakfast,  when  a  negro  came  over  with  a  swoi;d  in  his  hand,  and  told  us  the 
captain  of  the  port  wished  to  see  us.  On  our  arrival  at  the  alcalde's  house,  the  captain  of  the  port  came 
up  to  Lieutenant  Piatt,  and  demanded  of  him  his  register.  He  replied,  I  told  you,  and  I  tell  you  again, 
my  vessel  carries  no  register.  He  appeared  very  angry,  and  said  he  would  detain  us  until  he  heard  from 
St.  John's.  Lieutenant  Piatt  then  attempted  to  leave  them.  The  alcalde  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  said 
he  must  consider  himself  a  prisoner.  He  asked  why  he  was  detained  as  a  prisoner.  The  captain  of  the 
port  replied,  you  are  nothing  but  a  pirate.  I  began  to  walk  to  and  fro,  and  he  ordered  me  into  the  same 
room  where  Lieutenant  Piatt  was — and  he  said  if  we  were  not  satisfied  with  that,  he  would  order  us  to 
the  King's  house.  Just  at  that  moment,  a  gentleman  came  up  and  accosted  me  by  name.  His  name  is 
Graft — he  is  a  planter  in  the  island.  He  asked  me  what  my  difficulty  was,  and  I  told  him.  He  turned 
round  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  told  him  who  1  was,  that  he  had  seen  me  at  St.  John's,  at  the  funeral  of 
Lieutenant  Cocke,  and  knew  me  to  be  an  American  officer.     He   reasoned  with  the  captain  of  the  port 
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upon  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  when  he  knew  me  U>  hv  an  officer  in  the  navy.  Tlie  captain  of  the 
port  appeared  very  angry,  was  walking  about,  swcaiiug  in  Spanish.  Lieutenant  Piatt  asked  him  if  he 
would  allow  me,  or  any  one  present,  to  go  on  boaid  liis  vessel  and  get  his  commission.  He  said  no,  he 
would  send  us  to  the  city — St.  Jolm's.  The  geiitleman  who  acted  as  inter])retor,  and  had  been  alcalde 
before,  offered  himself  to  go;  he  objerie,]  i,,  that,  and  allnwed  Mr.  Bedford,  (tlie  clerk  of  Mr.  Cabot,)  and 
Mr.  Campos  to  go.  They  brought  botii  our  unilonu  coats  ashore,  and  Mr.  Piatt's  commission.  The  com- 
mission was  read  to  him  by  the  interpreter.  He  tlirew  it  on  the  table,  said  it  was  a  forgery,  that  there 
was  no  lieutenant  commandant  in  it.  The  captain  of  the  port  then  became  very  abusive,  walked  about, 
and  I  could  frequently  hear  him  talk  of  Commodcjre  Porter  and  the  officers.  I  then  attempted  to  come 
out  of  the  door,  and  two  negroes  who  stood  there  with  cutlasses  ordered  me  back.  Some  conversation 
took  place  between  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  alcalde,  and  the  interpreter  in  the  back  part  of  the  room, 
but  I  could  not  understand  what  was  said.  The  interpreter  then  came  forward,  and  asked  Lieutenant 
Piatt  whether  he  had  anything  to  show  that  he  was  lieutenant  commandant,  for  that  the  captain  of 
the  port,  as  he  said,  was  so  ignorant  he  could  not  beat  it  into  his  head.  He  said  he  had  his  appointment 
from  Commodore  Porter,  which  he  could  show  them — his  orders  to  the  vessel.  Mr.  Campos  in  the  mean- 
while had  brought  horses  there,  and  told  Lieutenant  Piatt  he  might  probably  get  the  goods  at  a  small 
town  about  twenty  miles  off,  the  name  of  which  is  Naguaba.  Mr.  Piatt  declined  going,  and  sent  Mr. 
Bedford  and  Mr.  Campos  on  board  for  all  his  papers.  It  was  some  time  before  they  returned  with  the 
papers,  and  we  were  kept,  in  the  meanwhile,  guarded  in  the  room  by  the  negroes.  When  they  returned 
with  the  papers.  Lieutenant  Piatt  showed  the  captain  of  the  port  his  orders.  The  captain  of  the  port  did 
not  appear  satisfied  with  the  papers,  until  the  interpreter  and  Mr.  Craft  told  him  they  knew  it  to  be  Com- 
modore Porter's  signature,  that  they  had  seen  it  before.  At  this  time  a  number  of  citizens  had  met  in 
the  room  together; — a  long  conversation  took  place  between  the  alcalde,  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  the 
citizens.  Mr.  Craft  and  the  interpreter,  who  appeared  very  warm  in  our  favor,  told  them  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduct  in  detaining  us.  They  at  last  agreed  about  sunset,  to  let  us  return  to  our  vessel.  We 
proceeded  towards  the  vessel,  and  at  the  outskirts  of  the  town  saw  some  blackguards  there,  who  laughed 
at  us.  We  took  no  notice  of  them,  but  passed  on,  got  on  board  the  schooner  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock, 
and  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  St.  Thomas. 

We  told  the  captain  of  the  port  while  he  had  us  detained,  that  Commodore  Porter  was  coming  out, 
and  we  should  acquaint  him  with  our  treatment.  Neither  the  alcalde  nor  the  captain  of  the  port  had 
any  uniform  on;  I  asked  them  why  they  had  no  uniform  on;  they  said  it  was  none  of  my  business. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  November,  we  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Porter.  Standing  in,  the  commodore  hailed  Lieutenant  Piatt,  and  told  him  to  stand  in,  and 
cover  with  his  schooner  the  landing  of  the  troops.  We  did  so,  and  had  everything  clear  for  action. 
After  the  men  from  the  Grampus  and  the  boats  had  landed,  the  commodore,  in  passing  by,  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Piatt  to  come  on  shore.  I  landed  with  Mr.  Piatt;  the  troops  were  then  ordered  to  march.  Before 
we  got  on  shore.  Lieutenant  Crabbe  had  marched  with  the  marines,  and  Mr.  Stribling  had  gone  with  the 
flag.  Mr.  Pendergrast,  and  the  party  who  had  spiked  the  guns  on  the  hill,  just  joined  us.  We  all 
marched  off,  leaving  Mr.  Barton,  with  a  party  of  marines,  to  guard  the  boats.  On  our  passing  two  guns, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  beach,  the  commodore  directed  Mr.  Pendergrast  to  spike  them,  which 
was  done.  On  our  arrival  near  the  town,  I  observed  Mr.  Crabbe,  with  the  marines,  stationed  about  four 
or  five  hundred  yards  from  a  field  piece  at  the  entrance  of  the  town.  The  commodore  then  ordered  the 
men  to  halt  about  one  hundred  yards  from  Mr.  Crabbe.  After  we  had  been  there  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  I  observed  Mr.  Stribling  with  the  flag,  coming  down  with  the  alcalde  and  the  captain  of  the 
port.  When  they  arrived,  the  commodore  requested  all  the  officers  to  assemble  together  under  a  tree. 
The  commodore  told  the  alcalde  the  object  of  his  visit;  that  he  must  make  an  apology  to  Lieutenant  Piatt 
for  his  treatment,  satisfactory  to  the  officers  around.  He  did  apologize.  The  commodore  then  told  him 
that,  should  any  officer  hereafter  land  there,  he  must  treat  him  with  every  respec1>that  was  due  to  him.  The 
commodore  then  shook  hands  with  both  of  them.  They  gave  him  an  invitation  to  go  into  the  town.  The 
commodore  asked  if  there  were  any  refreshments,  he  wished  some  for  his  men.  I  pointed  out  a  man  with 
whom  we  had  breakfasted,  who  said  he  would  furnish  liquor.  The  commodore  walked  into  the  edge  of 
the  town  with  the  alcalde  and  the  captain  of  the  port.  He  then  wished  them  good-by,  and  said  he 
should  march  his  men  down  to  the  beach,  where  they  could  get  the  refreshments.  I  believe  I  was  the 
last  man  out  of  the  town.  Mr.  Campos  came  up,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  carry  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr. 
Bergeest,  at  St.  Thomas.  I  said  yes,  provided  it  would  not  detain  me.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  heard  any- 
thing of  the  stolen  goods.  He  said  he  had  not,  though  he  had  made  every  inquiry.  He  went  for  the 
letter,  but  not  returning  soon  enough,  I  proceeded  to  the  beach.  On  my  return,  I  found  the  houses  that 
had  been  deserted  as  we  went  up,  had  their  inhabitants  in  them ;  they  took  off  their  hats  to  me  as  I  passed, 
and  gave  me  some  water  to  drink.  I  got  down  just  as  the  men  did  with  the  liquor.  It  was  paid  for, 
and  we  went  off.     Several  persons  on  the  beach  on  our  return  oflered  us  cocoa  nuts. 

Question.  When  you  arrived  on  the  first  occasion  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo,  and  while  you  remained 
there,  were  your  colors  flying  on  board  the  Beagle? 

Answer.  When  we  arrived  it  was  just  at  sunset.  The  colors  were  then  flying;  and  as  we  landed,  Mr. 
Piatt  ordered  them  to  be  hoisted  at  9  o'clock. 

Ques.  Do  you  think  that  when  you  landed,  the  character  of  the  vessel  was  known  to  the  people  on 
shore? 

Ans.  I  think  so;  for  a  man  who  had  come  off  to  us,  had  by  this  time  landed,  and  I  presume  had 
acquainted  them  with  our  character. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  interruption  offered  to  you  on  the  beach  when  j^ou  landed? 

Ans.  Only  by  the  man  that  I  before  mentioned,  who  had  a  sword  in  his  hand,  and  his  head  tied  up. 

Ques.  Was  your  character  announced  to  the  people  on  the  beach? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Was  it  known  to  all  with  whom  you  spoke  that  you  were  American  officers? 

Am.  Yes. 

Ques.  What  was  the  object  of  landing  without  your  uniforms? 

Ans.  We  thought  it  would  increase  our  prospect  of  success  if  it  was  not  known  who  we  were. 

Ques.  Why  then  did  you  announce  who  you  were? 
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Ans.  We  announced  it  to  tlie  authorities  as  we  had  intended,'  and  to  the  man  on  the  beach:  we  knew 
we  could  get  up  to  the  town  before  him. 

Ques.  Did  Lieutenant  Piatt  and  your.self  examine  any  of  the  goods  in  any  of  the  retail  stores  in  the 
town,  or  make  any  inquiries  there  as  to  the  goods? 

Ans.  No;  we  had  asked  permission  of  the  alcalde  to  do  so,  and  it  was  refused  us. 

Quen.  Did  either  of  you  go  to  any  of  the  stores? 

Ans.  No;  the  man  who  kept  the  public  house  had  a  store,  but  we  did  not  go  in;  and  we  first  entered 
Mr.  Campos'  store,  but  did  not  examine  any  of  the  goods 

Ques.  What  was  the  treatment  you  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo,  besides  the  alcalde 
and  the  captain  of  the  port? 

Ans.  We  received  from  four  or  five  gentlemen  there  very  kind  treatment,  but  from  the  lower  classes 
our  treatment  was  rough. 

Ques.  Did  those  who  were  rougli  in  their  behavior,  appear  to  know  who  you  were? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Craft  mentioned  to  the  persons  in  the  house  of  the  alcalde  and  around  the 
door,  who  we  were. 

Ques.  Did  they  carry  you,  or  order  you  to  the  jail? 

Ayis.  They  ordered  me,  and  the  alcalde  took  Mr.  Piatt,  and  led  him  into  a  room  in  his  house,  and  they 
also  spoke  of  sending  us  to  the  King's  house.  The  room  in  which  we  were  kept  was  occupied  as  a  stable, 
the  front  room  was  occupied  as  his  office.  On  reilection,  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Piatt,  accompanied  by  the 
two  negroes,  was  ordered  to  the  jail,  which  was  about  tifty  j'ards  from  the  alcalde's  house.  I  did  not 
accompany  him;  he  was  absent  only  a  few  moments. 

Ques.  Did  you  at  the  time  attribute  the  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  port  and  the  alcalde  to  their 
ignorance  of  your  character,  or  to  a  wish  to  insult  the  American  flag  in  your  persons? 

Ans.  I  thought  at  the  time  they  wished  to  insult  us;  I  afterwards  understood  they  were  bribed  by 
Mr.  Campos  to  do  it.     I  had  no  idea  they  were  ignorant  of  our  character. 

Ques.  When  you  were  released,  were  you  ordered  to  go  on  board  your  vessel  with  any  insulting 
language? 

Ans.  Not  by  anybody  else  than  those  I  have  spoken  of  at  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  At  leaving 
the  captain  of  the  port,  I  told  him  the  commodore  would  pay  him  a  visit  shortly;  he  shook  his  cane  at 
me,  and  said  something  in  Spanish,  which  from  his  manner  1  thought  was  abuse. 

Ques.  When  the  Grampus  and  Beagle  entered  and  anchored  in  the  harbor  at  Foxardo,  were  their 
colors  flying,  and  were  they  prepared  for  action? 

Ans.  Yes;  the  commodore's  broad  pendant  was  flying  on  board  the  Grampus;  the  flags  were  flying 
on  board  the  Beagle,  and  the  boats  and  all  were  ready  for  action. 

Ques.  Where  did  the  Grampus  anchor? 

Ans.  The  Grampus  anchored  abreast  of  the  battery  on  the  hill. 

Ques.  Did  you  see  any  preparations  making  in  that  battery  to  fire  on  you,  and  how  soon  after 
anchoring? 

Ans.  As  we  were  standing  in,  I  saw  a  number  of  men  standing  in  the  battery  on  the  hill,  a  company 
to  each  gun,  and  I  thought  they  were  preparing  for  action. 

Cross  examination  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Ques.  Did  you  not  find,  on  your  first  visit  to  Foxardo,  some  person  or  persons  in  search  of  property 
stolen  from  other  islands  besides  St.  Thomas? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Had  you  any  doubt  at  the  time  of  your  detention  at  Foxardo,  that  they  all  perfectly  knew  the 
real  character  of  yourselves  and  vessel? 

Ans.  I  had  no  doubt  of  it. 

Ques.  From  information  since  obtained,  what  do  you  believe  to  have  been  the  real  object  of  the  per- 
sons who  caused  your  detention? 

Ans.  I  thought  at  the  time  the  object  was  to  insult  us;  I  have  since  received  information  which  has 
induced  me  to  believe  that  Mr.  Campos  at  that  time  had  the  goods  in  his  possession,  and  that  he  had 
bribed  the  alcalde  and  the  captain  of  the  port  to  act  towards  us  as  they  did. 

Ques.  Before  my  visit  to  Foxardo,  and  at  the  time  I  proceeded  from  St.  Thomas  on  the  expedition  to 
Foxardo,  was  that  place  and  the  district  around  notorious  as  the  haunt  and  refuge  of  pirates? 

Ans.  Yes,  I  have  understood  from  good  authority  that  they  plundered  not  only  on  the  high  seas,  but 
on  shore. 

Ques.  Was  the  general  opinion  of  the  officers,  and  of  other  persons  interested  in  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  decidedly  in  favor  of  my  expedition  to  Foxardo;  and  was  it  not  generally  anticipated  and  thought 
proper,  after  the  insult  to  Lieut.  Piatt? 

A71S.  Yes. 

Ques.  Were  the  practical  effects  and  consequences  of  my  operations  at  Foxardo  found  to  be  highly 
beneficial  and  useful;  and  was  the  measure  applauded  even  in  Spanish  towns  and  in  Porto  Rico  itself? 

Ans.  Yes,  particularly  at  Ponce  and  Aguadilla,  where  I  afterwards  was. 

Horatio  N.  Crabbe,  a  lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  accord- 
ing to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  on  board  the  John  Adams  as  commanding  marine  officer  of  the  guard.  On  our  arrival  at 
St.  Thomas,  we  hoard  of  an  outrage  that  had  been  committed  by  the  authorities  at  Foxardo  upon  the  per- 
sons of  Lieutenants  Piatt  and  Ritchie.  AVe  proceeded  from  St.  Thomas,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  understood, 
of  obtaining  satisfaction  for  the  insult.  The  schooners  Grampus  and  Beagle  were  in  company,  and  we 
anchored  with  the  ship  ofi"  Passage  Island.  The  boats  of  the  sliip  and  the  men  to  bo  taken  from  her  were 
got  in  readiness  for  service.  We  left  the  Adams  about  sunset  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  November, 
proceeded  on  board  the  schooners,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  14tli,  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock, 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  The  first  boat  that  left  the  Grampus  was  under  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Pendergrast,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Barton,  of  the  marine  corps,  with  the  marines  of  the  Grampus, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  in  number.  I  do  not  know  the  orders  that  Mr.  Pendergrast  received.  I  saw  him 
take  possession  of  the  battery  before  the  rest  of  the  boats  had  landed,  without  any  opposition.  About 
nine  o'clock  all  the  men  had  landed.     We  were  formed  in  line  on  the  beach.     I  received  a  message  from 
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Commodore  Porter  stating-  that  he  wished  to  see  me.  I  repaired  to  the  place  where  he  was  standing,  and 
received  orders  from  him  to  form  my  guard — look  for  the  road  to  the  town;  proceed  and  take  up  a  favor- 
able po.sition  to  cover  the  advance  of  the  main  body.  I  found  the  road  without  difficulty;  marched  my 
guard  off,  consisting  of  two  sergeants,  two  corporals  and  twenty  privates.  I  had  also  with  me  from  the 
ship,  a  boy  who  is  the  marine  drummer;  a  master  at  arms  of  the  John  Adams,  and  a  drummer  from  the 
Grampus;  the  whole,  including  myself,  amounting  to  twenty-eight  persons.-  At  the  distance  of  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  beach,  there  were  two  long  nine-pounders  mounted  on  a  platform  in  the  middle  of  the 
road.  I  halted  the  men  to  examine  whether  they  were  charged  or  not,  and  found  they  were  not.  I  at 
the  same  time  took  oft"  the  aprons  and  threw  them  on  the  ground,  after  which  I  continued  my  march 
towards  the  town.  When  about  half  way  between  the  beach  and  the  town,  I  observed  a  small  number  of- 
persons  following  me  with  a  white  flag.  Not  conceiving  that  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  for 
them,  until  I  discovered  Lieut.  Stribling  to  be  one  of  the  persons  accompanying  the  flag,  I  proceeded  ou 
the  road.  At  this  time  I  was  within  sight  of  the  town,  approaching  a  position  where  I  had  contemplated 
halting  to  await  his  arrival.  I  halted  upon  that  ground  until  he  came  up,  and  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
tions from  him,  I  told  him  I  would  esc(jrt  him  into  the  place;  he  replied  very  well.  1  suffered  him  to  get 
in  advance  of  me  twenty  or  thirty  yards,  when  I  put  the  men  in  motion  and  followed  him  at  a  slow  pace. 
I  observed  some  movements  among  the  Spaniards  which  I  thought  indicated  hostility  on  their  part! 
When  Lieut.  Stribling  came  up  with  me,  there  was  a  white  flag  held  by  the  Spaniards  at  the  entrance  C)f 
the  town. 

They  came  out  to  meet  him.  I  was  at  the  time  marching  on  slowly  in  his  rear,  when  the  flags  met; 
I  saw  three  or  four  Spaniards  kneel  and  present  their  muskets.  ■  I  had  determined  to  push  on  at  quick 
step  and  render  him  assistance,  if  it  was  necessary.  I  however  received  a  message  from  him  requesting 
me  to  halt,  until  his  return  from  the  town.  At  this  time  I  was  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  town.  Commodore  Porter  arrived  shortly  after  Lieut.  Stribling  left  me  to  go  into  the 
town,  and  halted  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  marines.  He  came  to  the  ground  I  occupied,  and  directed 
me  to  place  my  men  in  a  position  to  face  the  Spaniards,  which  I  did. 

Not  being  able  to  complete  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Crabbe,  the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  12. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjovirnment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
(except  Captain  Wadsworth,  who  still  continues  too  much  indisposed  to  attend,)  the  judge  advocate' 
and  Captain  Porter.  ' 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  The  examination  of  Lieutenant  Crabbe  was 
resumed: 

A  short  time  after  Lieut.  Stribling  was  observed  returning,  accompanied  by  the  alcalde,  and  some 
other  persons  from  the  place,  I  was  directed  by  Commodore  Porter  to  occupy  a  position,  on  both  sides  of 
the  road,  and  to  suffer  none  to  pass,  excepting  those  who  were  in  immediate  attendance  on  the  flag. 
Those  instructions  were  obeyed.  The  commodore  returned  to  where  the  officers  were  assembled,  and 
there  received  the  alcalde.  I  do  not  know  what  occurred  there,  being  at  too  great  a  distance  to' hear 
what  was  said.  After  a  short  conversation  between  the  commodore  and  the  alcalde,  I  observed  them 
approaching  me.  The  commodore,  as  he  passed,  directed  me  to  follow  him,  with  the  marines,  to  the  town- 
stating,  at  the  time,  that  he  had  received  an  invitation  for  himself,  his  officers,  and  men,  'to  partake  of 
some  refreshments,  after  their  march.  We  entered  the  outskirts  of  the  place;  1  then  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  number  of  Spaniards  drawn  up,  which  amounted  to  about  three  times  the  number  of  the 
marine  guard.  They  appeared  to  be  militia,  and  with  muskets.  There  was  also  another  party  on  horse- 
back, armed  with  swords,  and  a  small  number  with  a  field  piece,  which  I  presumed  to  be  a  six-pounder. 
After  some  conversation  between  the  commodore  and  the  alcalde,  the  former  stated,  that  if  refreshments 
were  sent  to  the  beach,  they  should  be  paid  for;  at  the  same  time  stating  to  me,  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
bring  all  the  men  into  the  place,  as  he  was  afraid  some  excesses  might  be  committed,  which  would  put  an 
end  to  the  peaceable  settlement  of  the  business.  Commodore  Porter  then  parted  with  the  alcalde,  as  I 
thought,  upon  friendly  terms,  left  the  place,  accompanied  by  his  officers,  and  returned  to  the  beach.  I 
omitted  to  mention,  that,  when  I  first  received  my  instructions  from  Commodore  Porter,  I  had  particular 
orders  not  to  suffer  my  men  to  commit  any  outrages  upon  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  road  • 
nor  to  commit  any  acts  of  hostility  myself,  unless  I  met  with  resistance.  ' 

On  our  return  to  the  beach,  I  brought  up  the  rear  with  the  marines;  we  received  the  refreshments 
after  which  we  embarked,  and  went  on  board  the  schooners,  and  proceeded  to  the  John  Adams. 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  accompanied  us  to  the  beach.  The  persons  who  brought  the  refresh- 
ments refused  to  receive  payment  for  them, 

Lieutenant  Ritchie  produced  again  by  Captain  Porter; 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Campos  give  any  reason  for  advising  Lieutenant  Piatt  and  you  to  go  to  Naguaba 
m  search  of  the  goods;  such  as  its  being  a  noted  piratical  establishment,  &c.? 

Answer.  He  said  it  had  been  noted  as  a  place  of  deposit  for  stolen  goods,  and  that  he  had  once 
before  found  goods  there  which  had  been  stolen. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  Naguaba  and  Boca  del  Inferno,  on  the 
coast  of  Porto  Rico;  and  how  far  are  they  respectively  from  Foxardo  and  Ponce? 

Ans.  Naguaba  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Foxardo,  and  Boca  del  Inferno  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Ponce,  between  Naguaba  and  Ponce, 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Were  those  places,  Boca  del  Inferno  and  Naguaba,  also  notorious  as  piratical 
n  aunts : 

Ans.  Both. 

Thomas  B.  Barton,  a  lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  being  sworn  rccordino-  to 
Jaw,  deposes  and  says:  ° 


I  was  on  board  the  Grampus,  as  passenger,  for  Thompson's  Island.  On  the  14th  November  last, 
aoout  8  o  clock  in  the  morning,  the  Grampus  and  Beagle,  with  the  boats  of  the  Adams,  entered  the 
narbor  ot  Foxardo.     The  Grampus  came  to  anchor  opposite  a  two-gun  battery,  at  which  time  I  could 
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plainly  perceive  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  at  the  battery,  loading  the  guns  and  training  them  towards  the 
Grampus.  1  immediately  after  received  orders  to  proceed  in  the  launch  with  Lieutenant  Prendergast, 
first  [lieutenant]  of  the  Grampus,  with  f<nirteen  marines,  the  guard  of  the  Grampus;  Lieutenant  Pender- 
grast  received  orders  from  Otjmniodore  Porter  to  pr(jceed  in  the  direction  of  the  two-gun  battery,  with  as 
little  hazard  as  possible,  and  take  the  fort,  spike  the  guns,  and  destroy  the  ammunition.  We  pulled  off 
from  the  Grampus,  from  half-past  8  to  9  o'clock.  The  people  in  the  fort  were,  at  the  time,  endeavoring 
to  get  the  guns  of  the  first  to  bear  upon  the  launch.  The  course  of  the  boat  was  altirei,  which  pre- 
vented them  from  bringing  the  guns  to  bear  upon  us.  They  motioned  with  their  hands  for  us  not  to 
proceed.  We  succeeded  in  reaching  the  rear  of  the  fort  and  landed;  and  then  in  reaching  the  fort, 
-situated  about  80  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.  Just  at  the  edge  of  the  fort  we  saw  about  three  or 
four  of  the  Spaniards;  the  rest  had  run. 

We  immediately  spiked  the  guns,  and  destroyed  the  ammunition,  consisting  of  one  round  shot,  one 
charge  of  powder,  and  a  canister  of  small  grape,  musket  balls,  and  spikes.  One  gun  was  charged,  the 
other  about  half  loaded ;  it  had  powder  and  ball,  but  the  canister  was  not  in  it — both  of  them  primed, 
and  each  having  a  lighted  match  alongside. 

Agreeably  to  our  orders,  we  immediately  proceeded  down  to  the  beach,  followed  the  motions  of 
Commodore  Porter,  who  had  first  landed  with  the  troops  and  sailors  on  the  beach,  near  the  road  leading 
to  the  town  of  Foxardo.  On  our  arrival  on  the  beach.  Commodore  Porter  ordered  me  to  remain  in  the 
rear  to  protect  the  boats  at  the  landing.  I  had  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  men,  including  marines  and 
sailors.  I  was  particularly  ordered  not  to  suifer  a  single  person  under  my  command  to  commit  depreda- 
tions on  persons  or  property.  The  troops  under  the  commodore  a  short  time  after  marched  off  on  the 
road  leading  to  the  town  of  Foxardo.  After  an  absence  of  from  two  to  four  hours  the  main  body 
returned.  After  receiving  some  refreshments  on  the  beach,  we  were  ordered  to  re-embark  for  the 
Grampus  and  Beagle,  While  on  our  way  to  the  vessels,  I  could  discover  eight  or  ten  men  in  the  fort 
endeavoring  to  draw  the  spikes  out  of  the  guns,  but  they  could  not  succeed.  We  got  on  board,  and 
proceeded  immediately  out  of  the  harbor. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  Lieutenant  Stribling  dispatched  with  the  flag  of  truce? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  believe  that  when  we  landed  on  the  beach,  both  he  and  Lieutenant 
Crabbe  were  on  their  way  towards  the  town. 

Ques.  Were  the  Spaniards  whom  you  saw  in  the  battery  armed? 

Alls.  They  had  no  small  arms,  I  believe. 

Elnathan  Judson,  a  surgeon  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  dulj'  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  (By  Captain  Porter.)  Do  you  recollect  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Piatt  and  myself,  when 
we  first  landed  at  the  harbor  of  Foxardo,  respecting  the  omission  of  Mr.  Piatt  to  bring  Mr.  Bedford  on 
shore;  and  my  reply  to  his  apology  for  the  omission,  that  we  must  first  inquire  for  the  goods,  and,  if 
found,  we  might  send  for  Mr.  Bedford  to  identify  them,  or  anything  to  that  efl'ect? 

Ans.  I  recollect  a  conversation  to  that  effect. 

Lieutenant  Piatt  again  called: 

Question.  (By  Captain  Porter.)  Have  you  any  recollection  of  asking  the  interpreter,  in  the  presence 
of  the  alcalde  and  myself,  whether  the  goods  you  first  came  in  search  of  had  been  found,  and  what  was 
his  answer? 

Ansiver.  I  recollect  perfectly  well  asking  the  question.  It  was  after  the  commodore  had  been 
invited  up  to  the  village.  He  told  me  he  was  not  aware  of  any  discovery  having  been  made.  I  was  at 
the  time  in  company  with  the  commodore,  and  within  his  hearing. 

Tlie  court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  July  13. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  com't, 
the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Tlie  judge  advocate  then  read  and  submitted  to  the  court 
the  following  documents: 

Instructions  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  February  1,  1823,  marked  4. 

Commodore  Porter  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  November  15,  1824,  marked  5. 

Lieut.  Piatt  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  November  11,  1824,  marked  6. 

Stephen  Cabot  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  November  12,  1824,  marked  1. 

Bergeest  and  Wilhorn  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  November  11th,  1824,  marked  8. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  had  no  further  evidence  to  lay  before  the  court  in  support  of  the 
first  charge  and  specification  under  it.  Captain  Porter,  by  his  counsel,  submitted  to  the  court  a  certain 
paper,  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  I.     Whereupon  the  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  same. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  court  determined  that  it  would  receive  any  communication  from  the 
counsel  of  Capt.  Porter,  in  support  of  the  exceptions  he  had  taken  to  the  second  charge,  and  the  specifica- 
tions thereof;  but  that  all  communications  must  be  submitted  in  writing.  The  court  also  wishes  that  the 
same  be  presented  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  after  receiving  them  the  court  will  proceed  to 
deliberate  upon  the  same. 

The  court  being  opened,  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  court  was  announced  to  the  accused. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  applied  for  time  till  to-morrow  morning;  whereupon  the  court 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  Juhj  14. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterdaj'.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Captain  Porter  handed  to  the  court  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Jones,  his  counsel,  stating  that  a  severe  indisposition  would  prevent  him  from  attending  before 
the  court  to-day.  Capt.  Porter  requested  the  further  indulgence  of  the  court  till  to-morrow;  whereupon 
the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  July  15. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjonniment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  ot*yesterday  were  read. 

The  counsel  fur  Captain  Porter  then  proceeded  to  state  to  the  court  the  objections  to  the  second 
charge  and  specifications  thereof,  which  he  stated  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  haste,  and  while  laboring 
under  great  indisposition,  and  would  reqtiire  to  be  fairly  transcribed  before  the  paper  could  be  annexed 
to  the  record.     This  he  promised  to  have  done,  and  to  transmit  the  paper  to  the  judge  advocate. 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  having  come  to  the  resolution  that  it  could  not  act  upon  the  paper  read 
by  the  counsel  before  it  was  laid  before  the  court,  it  would  take  no  order  on  the  subject  until  that  was 
done;  whereupon  the  court  was  opened,  and  adjourned  till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  July  16. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  and  at  four  o'clock  the  counsel  for  Captain 
Porter  presented  the  paper  which  contained  the  objections  read  yesterday,  and  the  court  adjourned  till  10 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  July  18. 

The  cotirt  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members,  the  judge 
advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read.  The  paper  submitted  to  the  court  on  Satur- 
day was  read  by  the  counsel  for  Captain  Porter,  and  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  K  1.  After 
hearing  the  same,  the  court  was  cleared,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  court  would  receive  the  remarks 
which  the  judge  advocate  had  been  requested  to  prepare,  with  open  doors,  and  would  then  proceed  to 
deliberate  upon  the  questions  that  had  been  raised. 

The  court  being  opened,  and  the  foregoing  resolution  announced,  the  judge  advocate  proceeded  to 
read  his  reply  to  the  objections  that  had  been  urged  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  which  was  annexed  to  the 
record,  and  marked  K  2.  Whereupon  the  court  was  cleared,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  deliberation, 
the  court  was  opened,  and  the  following  resolution  announced: 

The  counsel  for  Captain  Porter,  after  pleading  generally,  not  guilty,  under  protest,  and  reserving  a 
right  at  any  future  stage  of  the  trial  to  take  exceptions  to  the  form  and  validity  of  the  charges  and 
specifications,  or  any  of  them,  has  now  excepted  to  the  second  charge  and  specifications  thereof,  insisting 
that  the  same  are  defective  in  form,  and  that  the  facts  therein  set  forth  do  not  constitute  any  military 
oflence,  of  which  a  court-martial  can  take  cognizance.  It  being  a  matter  of  doubt  among  some  of  the 
members  of  the  court,  and  the  judge  advocate,  whether  a  decision  upon  this  question  would  necessarily 
involve  a  final  decision  of  the  case,  and  preclude  the  accused  from  proceeding,  under  the  plea  of  not 
guilty,  to  offer  any  evidence  in  the  case;  and  should  the  court  decide  that  it  can  take  cognizance  of  the 
charges,  &c.,  it  being  highly  desirable  that  the  whole  case  should  be  fully  investigated;  tlie  court  is 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  upon  the  following  questions: 

1st.  Whether  the  second  charge  and  the  specifications  thereof  are  drawn  up  with  sufficient  precision, 
and  in  legal  form,  and  whether  the  facts  therein  set  forth  do  allege  offences  cognizable  before  a  court- 
martial? 

2d.  Whether  the  decisions  of  the  court  upon  the  exceptions  taken  necessarily  preclude  the  court  from 
calling  upon  the  accused  to  plead  absolutely  to  the  said  charge  and  specifications,  and  proceeding  to 
trial  thereon,  or  whether  such  decision  will  be  final,  notwithstanding  any  waiver  by  the  judge  advocate 
of  such  consequence?  And  that  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  request 
that  he  submit  the  same  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

Commodore  Porter  having  heard  the  order  of  the  court,  referring  certain  questions  to  the  attorney 
general,  would  renew  the  application,  suggested  the  other  day  by  his  counsel,  to  reply  in  writing  to  the 
answer  of  the  judge  advocate  to  his  objections  against  the  second  charge  and  the  specifications  of  the 
same,  if  the  questions  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  attorney  general,  accompanied  by  the  arguments  that 
have  been  submitted  to  this  court  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

The  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  application,  and  after  some  time  the  court  was  opened 
and  Captain  Porter  was  informed  that  the  court  had  decided  not  to  receive  any  rejoinder. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  till  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  19,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the 
resolution  of  the  court  on  yesterday,  with  the  questions  annexed  to  the  same;  and  that  he  had  just 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  certain  documents,  which  were  read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and 
marked  L,  M,  and  N.      ■ 

After  reading  the  same,  Captain  Porter  stated  to  the  court  that,  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  unne- 
cessary trouble  or  difficulties,  he  would  withdraw  the  exceptions  that  had  been  urged  on  his  behalf  to  the 
SQCond  charge  and  specifications,  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  court,  should  be  done  to-morrow,  in 
writing,  and  that  he  would  then  state  the  considerations  by  which  he  was  guided.  To  this  proposition 
the  court  acceded.     Whereupon  the  court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  July  20,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Pi-escnt:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Captain  Porter  stated  to  the  court  that  he,  being  very  much  indisposed,  would  ask  permission  of  the 
court  to  read,  by  his  counsel,  the  paper  to  which  he  had  referred  yesterday;  to  this  the  court  acceded,  and 
Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  Captain  Porter,  commenced  reading  tiie  same. 

While  proceeding  to  read  it,  the  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  considered  a  part  of  the  paper  as 
objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  comment  upon  the  reply  read  by  him  to  the  exceptions  which  had 
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been  taken  to  the  charge  and  specifications,  and  to  which  the  court  had  already  announced  its  determina- 
tion to  receive  no  rejoinder.  Whereupon  the  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  question:  and  after 
maturely  examining  and  considering  the  paper  submitted,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  all  that  part  of 
the  same  commencing  on  tha  second  page  with  the  words  "  I  beg  leave  further  to  state,"  and  terminating 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fourth  page;  and  the  passage  commencing  on  the  fifth  page  with  the  words 
"  whether  it  may  hereafter,"  and  terminating  at  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  on  the  sixth  page,  is 
objectionable,  on  the  ground  stated,  and  as  not  pertinent  to  any  matter  or  question  now  before  the  court, 
for  its  consideration,  and  consequently  cannot  be  received.  Whereupon  the  court  was  opened  and  the 
foregoing  proceedings  read  by  the  judge  advocate.  The  counsel  for  Captain  Porter  then  proceeded  to 
read  to  the  court  the  paper,  as  received  by  the  court,  which  was  annexed  and  marked  0. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  the  following  documents  referred  to  in  the 
first  specification  of  the  second  charge: 

1st.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Porter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  March  llth, 
1825,  certified  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  Department  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original,  filed  in 
that  Department.  The  counsel  for  the  accused  objected  to  the  production  of  the  certified  copy  of  the 
letter  to  the  President,  and  required  the  production  of  the  original,  which,  as  he  stated,  appears  to  be  in 
the  Navy  Department:  he  further  stated  that  Captain  Porter  believed  that  a  variance  existed  between  the 
copy  oiJered  and  the  original,  as  to  the  date.  The  court  was  cleared,  and  after  some  time  spent  in 
deliberation  was  reopened,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  was  read,  that  the  copy  certified  by  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  Department  was  not  admissible  in  evidence.  Captain  Porter  then  presented  the  following 
minute  of  explanation: 

Captain  Porter  begs  leave  to  explain,  that  his  call  for  the  originals,  though  founded  on  one  of  the 
most  indispensable  rules  of  evidence,  which  requires  the  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits, 
was  not  intended  to  stop  the  reading  of  the  copies  "de  bene  esse;"  with  an  understanding  and  proviso 
that  the  originals,  if  extant,  shall  be  produced;  he  observes  some  discrepancies  between  the  copies 
offered  and  his  own;  and  therefore  wishes  that  exact  accuracy  shall  be  obtained  by  the  production  of  the 
originals,  which  he  understands  can  be  done  without  any  inconvenience,  since  they  appear  to  be  among 
the  archives  of  the  Navy  Department. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  upon  Capt.  Porter  to  produce  a  certain  correspondence  between  him- 
self and  Mr.  Monroe,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  the  10th  and  12th  days  of  March, 
182.5,  being  two  notes  from  Capt,  Porter,  of  the  aforesaid  dates,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  one  note  from  Mr. 
Monroe,  dated  the  12th  March,  and  such  other  note  from  Mr.  Monroe,  if  any  other  there  be,  referred  to  in 
a  letter  from  said  Capt.  David  Porter  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  dated  April  13,  1825.  He  further 
stated  that  the  counsel  for  Capt.  Porter,  and  Capt.  Porter  himself,  had  been  notified  on  the  8th  July, 
instant,  to  produce  the  aforesaid  papers  on  the  trial  of  this  case. 

To  this  application,  Capt.  Porter  made  the  following  answer: 

In  answer  to  the  call  made  by  the  judge  advocate  for  the  production  of  a  certain  correspondence 
between  Capt.  Porter  and  Mr.  Monroe,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  on  the  10th  and  12th 
days  of  March  last,  being  two  notes  from  Capt.  Porter  of  the  aforesaid  dates  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  one 
from  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  on  the  12th,  he  remarks,  from  the  reference  to  dates,  after  Mr.  Monroe  had  ceased 
to  be  President  of  the  United  States,  that  a  correspondence,  merely  private  and  unofficial,  is  what  this 
call  purports  to  have  designated.  He  conceived  the  specifications  vague  and  uncertain  enough,  when  it 
accused  him  of  the  writing  of  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  letters,  of  which  neither  the  identity  nor 
the  exceptional  passages  were  pointed  out,  otherwise  than  by  a  naked  reference  to  dates;  but  now,  let- 
ters to  which  not  one  of  the  specifications  purport  to  bear  the  remotest  reference,  are  called  for.  Capt. 
Porter,  in  answer  to  this  call,  has  only  to  say  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  judge  advocate,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  show  the  relevancy  of  this  correspondence  to  the  matter  in  issue,  which  of  course  will  include 
the  kindred  question.  By  what  right  is  the  private  and  unofficial  correspondence  of  the  accused  to  be 
subjected  to  this  inquisitorial  power?  Is  he  to  be  compelled  to  disclose  his  private  correspondence, 
merely  to  have  it  examined  to  see  whether  it  contains  anj'  criminating  matter?  And  if  it  should  be  sub- 
jected to  this  inquisitorial  power,  and  should  appetir  to  have  been  so  offensive  in  its  language,  is  it  to  be 
contended  that  he  could  be  called  to  account  before  this  court  for  any  offence  that  could  be  taken  at  an 
unpublished  correspondence?  But  he  has  this  only  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  as  Mr.  Monroe  is  a  party 
to  the  alleged  correspondence,  is  the  depository  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  it,  and  of  course  is  entitled  to  all 
the  inviolate  sanctions  of  a  private  correspondence;  when  he  shall  give  up  his  part  of  it  to  the  prosecu- 
tion, or  when  it  shall  be  authentically  certified  to  Capt.  Porter  that  Mr.  Monroe  desires  the  disclosure  of 
it,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  call  upon  Capt.  Porter  to  decide  on  the  expediency  of  surrendering  such 
parts  of  the  correspondence  as  may  be  in  his  hands;  but  he  reverts  to  the  original  question,  and  demands 
from  the  judge  advocate  an  explanation,  under  what  specification  and  for  what  purpose  this  newly  desig- 
nated correspondence,  prima  facie,  so  foreign  to  anything  in  the  matter  of  the  accusation,  is  to  be  offered 
in  evidence? 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  upon  the  court  for  permission  to  issue  interrogatories,  to  take  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  Monroe.  The  court  was  cleared  to  consider  this  question,  and  it  determined  that  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  may  be  taken  upon  interrogatories  Whereupon  the  judge  advocate  was 
directed  to  prepare  his  interrogatories,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  accused,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
file  cross  interrogatories  if  done  without  delay,  and  that  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  witness  with  a 
request  that  he  answer  the  same,  and  swear  to  such  answers  before  any  judge,  magistrate,  or  notary 
public,  and  that  the  same  be  deemed  a  sufficient  authentication  of  such  evidence.  Whereupon,  the  court 
was  opened  and  this  decision  announced. 

Capt.  Porter  having  heard  the  order  read,  directing  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  be  taken  on 
interrogatories,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  judge  advocate  as  of  the  accused,  suggests  that,  (before  he 
can  frame  any  interrogatories  on  his  part,  directly  pointing  to  the  gist  of  the  accusation,  which  the 
correspondence  before  alluded  to,  between  himself  and  Mr.  Monroe,  or  the  deposition  of  the  latter,  may 
be  cited  to  support,)  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  requisition  upon  the  judge  advocate,  contained  in  Capt. 
Porter's  answer  to  the  call  for  the  said  correspondence,  to  be  complied  with;  namely,  to  declare,  specin- 
cally,  the  purpose  and  object  of  off"ering  the  said  correspondence  in  evidence,  and  the  particular  point  of 
the  accusation  to  which  it  is  supposed  to  relate.     Capt.  Porter  begs  leave  further  to  suggest,  that  the 
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inteiTOgatories  to  be  exliibited  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  will  probably  only  so  to 
the  authentication  of  the  supposed  correspondence,  which  can  of  course  afford  no  clue  to  divine  the>  nnr 
pose,^  or  the  gist  of  the  accusation,  for  which  the  correspondence  is  wanted. 

The  iudare  advocate  inauired  whether  the  forep-oino-  wns  Hooio-no^  oo  „„ i;„„i.-,-,  x.  x,  .     . 


_  judge  advocate  inquired  whether  the  foregoing  was  designed  as  an  application  to  the  court-  to 
which  the  counsel  of  Captain  Porter  replied,  that  it  was  an  application  to  him.  The  jud^e  advocate  then 
remarked  that  he  must  answer  in  the  negative,  and  decline  going  into  any  specification.  It  was  then 
said  by  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  it  would  be  deemed  an  application  to  the  court 

The  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  application  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  and  when  it  was 
opened,  it  was  announced  that  the  application  is  not  complied  with. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

„,  TnrRsnAY,  July  21. 

_       The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.  ^'  ^"® 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  The  judge  advocate  then  proceeded  to  read  (it  bein-  ad- 
mitted that  the  original  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain  Porter,)  the  orig-inal  letter  from  Caiitnin  Pnrtl 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  appearin'g  that  the  sine  coi"?rponded  wUhThece'^^^^^^^ 
which  was  offered  yesterday,  with  the  e.xception  that  the  word  President  wa's  whtten  at  fulHeno-th  in  the 
one,  and  Prest.  m  the  other;  that  Mr.  Randall's  name  was,  in  the  original,  spelled  with  one  "and  wUh 
two  in  the  copy;  and  the  date  of  the  original  was  April  Hth,  1825,  and  that  of  the  copy  17  ApHl  m5 
The  variations  were  corrected  and  the  copy  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  5.  The  iudo-e  advo" 
Sn..f  t  tV"  ^^'^  Jft  the  documents,  which  it  was  designed  to  exhibit  in  evidence^  at  the  Navy 
Department,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  particularly  compared  with  the  originals  and  that  thiv 
should  be  brought  down  by  a  witness,  prepared  to  swear  to  th^ir  accuracy  '  ^ 

The  judge  advocate  further  stated  that,  at  the  opening  of  the  court  this  morning,  he  had  submitted 

to  the  counsel  for  the  accused  the  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  to  Mr.  Monroe  for  the  purnose  of 

Wd%h  tt?'°'''"'ir;'^'f°"'^'-"'"^^""1  '''^'■^*°'    ^"'^  that  it  was   important  to   have  the  il  ^'01^^ 

pleted,  that  they  might  be  transmitted  without  delay;  the  counsel  for  the  accused  replied  that  he  had  Wn 

unab  e  to  coniplete  the  same,  but  would  have  it  done  by  the  opening  of  the  court  inVe  morning 

Captain  Porter  then  submitted  to  the  court  the  followino-  paper-  oining. 

Captain  Porter  having  been  this  day,  after  the  meeting  of  the  court,  served  by  the  indo-e  advocate 

Inrnr^^l  .  r/"-'';r^''r'^' ^°  ^^'■- ^^™™^' *°  ^•"^''  ^^  perceives  is  annexed  the  odglLlcorres' 
pondence,  alluded  to  in  the  call  made  upon  Captain  Porter  by  the  judge  advocate  yesterday  that  isthe 
original  letters  of  Captain  Porter,  of  the  10th  and  12th  of  March  last,  !nd  the  rougH rauS  of  Mr  Mon 
roes  answer,  of  the  12th,  which  dispenses  Captain  Porter  from  any  delicacy  in  sayino-  that  he  admits  tT; 
authenticity  of  the  said  letter;  but  being  still  uninformed  of  the  purpose  intended  by  ttiL  ntrodu"  on  of 
Z^Si:;£Srs:^lZ:: '''''''-''  -''  ^^"--'^  ^^  ^'-  sai/easevJdenctXn 
courier *]'tKnoSSc^~"rSir^^  '''''  °'^'°^'^'  ^"^  '^  ^'^"^^^  ^^^"^  «PP--^-  ^»- 

rr.]  i       ,  ,  Friday,  Julu  22. 

1  he  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present;  all  the  members  of  the  court  th^ 
judge  advocate  and  Captain  Porter.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  wei^  read  '     ■'  °*  ^^"^  "=""'*'  ^^^ 

John  Boyle,  a  witness,  being  called,  and  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says; 
Qu'stion.  Are  you  a  clerk  in  the  Navy  Department? 
Answer.  1  am. 

partm^t  aSTrJthVyTxSo^er''  '''  ^'^"^  '°"  ^'""'^  ^""^  "'*^^  ^^^  ^^''^"''-^^  ^  ^'^  ^»  *^t  »- 
with1he'oJiHnll?^i"  ^^'f  examination  of  the  papers;  all  those  from  Commodore  Porter  were  compared 

£^^fr^i:mSidi^T^.:rf-S-- -  ^^-  -^^^^- 

ilie  judge  advocate  then  proceeded  to  read  the  following  documents; 
6  ,j  W^^'""  '•^^^'^"e  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge,  marked 

Ti,„  „      i.       .  Saturday,  Juhi  23. 

Judge'rdvTird'^CrpSp:?^..^'^"^"™'"'^"^^  ^••'^^^^^^^  --'^  ^"^"  membersof  the  court,  the 

riie  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read, 
had  beeVp"ut^l1irwav'of  Sin''!  '  M  "'lr™^"*""-'t  ^"d^™««-i°ten-ogatories,  submitted  yesterday, 
immediate  reply  and^ohit?n  A^  ^^1  i  ^^■"''T'  i"^'/^"."*  ^^^''^'   ^'=««™P''^'"ed  by  a  letter  urging  his 

bad  been  pS^llJZS  to\£'J:::id'a:i'b!;  t.^!;^^  ^'""'^  '''  authenticated,  whi^h  ^tter 
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The  reading  of  the  pamphlet  was  continued  and  concluded. 

Tlie  judge  advocate  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  particulars  in  which  the  statement  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  inquiry  was  deemed  incorrect;  and  submitted  a  copy  of  the  original  record  of  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  which  was  compared  with  the  original  record  in  the  presence  of  the 
court — annexed  aud  marked  No.  13.  The  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  would  particularly  state  such 
variance  in  writing. 

The  judge  advocate  then  submitted  to  the  court  the  National  Journal,  of  June  16th,  1825,  containing 
a  publication  which  Captain  Porter  admitted  to  be  fiis,  under  date  of  June  15th,  1825,  annexed  and 
marked  No.  14. 

The  court  then  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  July  25,  1825. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Capt.  Porter.  The  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read.  The  judge  advocate  stated 
that  he  had  received  no  answer  from  Mr.  Monroe,  but  expected  to  have  it  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Tiie 
judge  advocate  proceeded  to  read  his  note  of  all  the  variances  which  he  had  discovered  between  the 
original  record  and  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  as  published  by  Capt.  Porter,  which  was  annexed 
and  marked  15.  A  paper  was  read  by  the  judge  advocate,  containmg  a  statement  of  certain  facts, 
agreed  to  by  both  sides,  dispensing  with  the  attendance  of  witnesses  to  establish  them,  which  was  also 
annexed  and  marked  16. 

William  W.  Seaton,  Esq.,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Are  you  one  of  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Ques.  Is  the  paper  now  shown  you,  of  March  30th,  1825,  one  of  the  numbers  of  that  paper  from  your 
office? 

Ayis.  Yes. 

Ques.  From  whom  were  the  official  documents  therein  printed  procured,  purporting  to  be  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  and  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
being  four  in  number? 

Ans.  The  sliortest  and  most  acceptable  way  of  answering  the  question  will  be  to  read  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  aud  ourselves  upon  this  subject,  which  will  show  what 
answer  I  am  prepared  and  willing  to  give. 

[Tlie  court  was  cleared,  and  decided  that  it  would  accede  to  the  request  of  the  witness,  and  hear 
the  letters  read  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  being  opened,  this  decision  was  announced.] 

The  letters  referred  to  were  then  read,  annexed,  and  marked  17,  18,  and  19. 

I  am  not  willing  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  letters  read,  to  give  any  other  answer  than  that  which 
we  gave  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  president  of  the  court  having  directed  the  court  to  be 
cleared,  the  accused  by  his  counsel,  stated  that  perhaps  the  difficulty  might  be  obviated,  and  read  and 
submitted  to  the  court  the  following  paper: 

Captain  Porter,  having  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Seaton,  and  the  correspondence  between  Messrs. 
Gales  aud  Seaton  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  to  the  author  of  the  publication  of  a  certain  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Captain  Porter,  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the 
SOtli  March  last,  and  perceiving  that  the  witness,  as  editor  of  a  public  journal,  has  claimed  a  privilege, 
as  well  before  tliis  court,  as  in  his  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  withhold  the  name 
of  the  author  of  any  publication,  not  impeached  of  falsehood,  and  that  the  court  is  about  to  deliberate 
upon  the  objection  of  the  witness  to  disclose  the  author  of  the  publication  in  question;  Captain  Porter 
has  no  hesitation  to  admit  now,  as  he  would  have  avowed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  if  he  had  pleased 
to  have  directed  his  inquiries  to  Captain  Porter,  instead  of  the  printers,  that  he  did  communicate  and 
caused  to  be  published,  in  the  Intelligencer  of  the  30th  March  last,  the  correspondence  between  himself 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  that  paper  purports  to  contain. 

The  judge  advocate  then  submitted  to  the  court  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  March  30th,  1825, 
containing  certain  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Captain  Porter,  annexed  and 
marked  20. 

Peter  Force,  a  witness,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Are  you  the  editor  of  the  National  Journal? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Ques.  Look  at  a  communication  in  your  paper  of  June  16th,  1825.  From  wliom  did  you  receive  that 
and  when? 

Ans.  I  received  the  note  and  the  accompanying  documents  from  Commodore  Porter,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  of  it,  June  15th,  1825. 

Ques.  Did  any,  and  what  conversation  take  place  between  yourself  and  Commodore  Porter,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  letter  dated  June  14th,  1825? 

Ans.  (Commodore  Porter  having,  on  a  suggestion  of  the  witness,  absolved  him  from  all  obligation 
of  secrecy,)  I  read  the  letter  in  presence  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  perceiving  that,  as  I  understood  it, 
Commodore  Porter  attributed  an  anonymous  communication  which  had  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the 
13th  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  informed  Commodore  Porter  that  it  was  not  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  also  told  him  I  was  authorized  by  the  author  of  the  communication  to  inform  him  by  whom 
it  was  written,  when  properly  requested  so  to  do.  He  replied  by  declining  to  hear  by  whom  it  was 
written.  This  took  place  on  the  15th  of  June,  when  I  received  the  conmninication,  the  day  before  it  was 
published  in  the  newspaper.  At  the  same  time,  I  mentioned  to  Commodore  Porter  that  tlie  anonymous 
communication  was  not  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  remarked,  I  think,  the  similarity  of  the  language 
in  the  letter  from  him  of  the  13th  June  (one  of  those  in  that  communication)  with  the  anonymous  note 
published  in  the  Journal  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  opinion  he  had  formed. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Question.  "When  you  remarked,  in  reference  to  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  thellth 
June,  that  I  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Secretary  was  tiie  author  of  tlie  anonymous  note  referred 
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to,  did  I  not  point  out  to  you  the  striking  resemblance  and  correspondence  between  the  date  and  the  lan- 
guage of  that  note  and  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  13th  June? 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  Commodore  Porter  referred  to  it,  but  cannot  recollect  whether 
he  pointed  it  out. 

Que&.  Did  you  not  express  yourself  as  struck  with  these  resemblances,  in  so  much  that  if  you  had 
not  known  the  real  author  of  the  anonymous  note,  you  might  have  drawn  the  same  conclusion? 

Ans.  No,  I  think  I  expressed  no  opinion  of  the  kind;  I  think  I  observed  there  was  a  resemblance. 

Ques.  Did  I  not  remark  to  you  that,  whether  the  Secretary  did  or  did  not  actually  write  or  communi- 
cate the  anonymous  note,  circumstances  justified  me  in  concluding,  at  the  time  I  wrote  my  letter  of  the 
14th  June,  that  the  note  had  come  from  an  official  source,  and  had  been  approved  or  countenanced  by  him? 

Ans.  I  think  Commodore  Porter  did  make  such  a  remark  in  substance. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  had  now  submitted  to  the  court  all  the  testimony  which  he  pro- 
posed laying  before  it  at  the  present  state  of  the  proceedings,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Monroe's  deposi- 
tion.    Captain  Porter  intimated  his  readiness  to  proceed  with  the  evidence  on  his  part. 

John  Simpson,  a  witness,  produced  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  (By  the  accused.)  Were  you  employed  by  me,  during  the  sitting  of  the  late  court  of 
inquiry  in  my  case,  to  copy,  from  the  judge  advocate's  record,  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  for  my  use? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Ques.  Were  you  furnished,  by  the  judge  advocate,  with  his  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  copied  for  me? 

Ans.  I  was. 

Ques.  Were  the  copies  which  you  did  make  of  those  minutes  made  carefully  and  accurately,  and  word 
for  word  with  the  original  as  it  then  stood,  except  the  statement  given  in  the  first  day's  proceedings  of 
what  I  said  in  answer  to  the  question  whether  I  had  any  objection  to  offer  against  either  of  the  members 
of  the  court? 

Ans.  The  copy  I  made  was  a  true  copy. 

Ques.  Wore  you  present  on  the  first  day  of  the  court,  when  I  stated  my  objection,  and  did  you  take 
particular  notice  of  my  words,  and  accurately  recollect  them? 

Ans.  I  do  not  now  recollect  them.  I  took  particular  notice,  and  recollected  them  for  some  days 
after. 

Ques.  Examine  the  two  statements  of  the  terms  of  my  said  objection.  First,  as  it  appears  at  page  5  of 
the  copy  of  the  original  record  now  shown  you;  and,  secondly,  as  corrected  at  page  22  of  the  same  document; 
and  say,  according  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  now,  and  when  the  subject  was  newer  and  fresher  in  your 
memory,  which  of  these  is  the  true  statement  of  the  terms  in  which  I  originally  submitted  that  objection? 

[The  witness  is  here  shown  the  copy  of  the  original  record,  produced  in  evidence  by  the  judge  advo- 
cate on  Saturday,  and  those  passages  of  the  same  wherein  the  original  minutes  of  Captain  Porter's  objec- 
tion is  entered,  in  the  proceedings  of  Monday,  May  2d,  and  corrected  in  those  of  the  Thursdaj^  following, 
are  designated,  for  the  examination  6f  the  witness.] 

Ans.  I  have  a  recollection  of  this.     The  last  is  the  correct  one. 

Ques.  Examine  the  nine  sheets  of  paper  now  shown  you,  and  say  whether  they  be  the  original  manu- 
script, in  your  own  handwriting,  of  the  copy  which  you  took,  as  you  have  before  stated,  from  the  minutes 
furnished  you  by  the  judge  advocate? 

Ans.  They  are  the  original  manuscript  of  my  copy,  and  are  an  exact  copy  of  the  notes  furnished  me 
by  the  judge  advocate.    (They  extend  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  on  page  2t  of  the  pamphlet.) 

Cross-examined  by  the  judge  advocate: 

Question.  Can  you  say  that  no  error  or  omission  was,  by  accident,  made  by  you,  in  your  copying? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  there  was  not  any. 

Ques.  Was  the  copy  compared  with  the  original,  and  with  whose  assistance? 

Ans.  I  read  it  over  myself 

Ques.  Look  at  page  23  of  the  pamphlet,  and  see  whether  the  words  "holds  the  highest  commission 
which"  were  not  omitted  by  you  in  copying? 

.4ns.  I  do  not  think  I  omitted  anything  in  copying. 

Ques.  Look  at  the  paper  handed  you,  and  see  if  it  be  the  original  paper  from  Avhich  you  took  that 
part  of  your  copy? 

[The  judge  advocate  here  exhibited  to  the  witness  his  original  note  of  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  inquiry.] 

Ans.  I  cannot  be  positive. 

Ques.  Were  the  papers  submitted  to  the  court  of  inquiry  by  Capt.  Porter,  in  your  handwriting,  exact 
copies  of  the  original? 

A71S.  They  were. 

Ques.  Did  you  copy  the  latter  part  of  the  paper  marked  B;  I  mean  the  copy  from  which  the  pamphlet 
was  published? 

Ans.  I  think  I  copied  it;  I  am  not  certain. 

Ques.  Was  the  copy  furnished  Capt.  Porter,  of  that  paper,  an  exact  transcript  of  the  original? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Did  Captain  Porter,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  compare  or  assist  in  comparing  your  copy  with 
the  original  from  which  it  was  taken? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  the  original  notes  were  read  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  as  the  record  of  its 
proceedings,  or  a  fair  transcript  of  the  same? 

Ans.  I  do  not  think  the  original  notes  were. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  the  record  read,  was  ever  rectified  publicly,  as,  for  instance,  at  the 
request  of  a  witness. 

Ans.  I  do  not. 

Ques.  Was  not  a  letter  in  your  handwriting,  transmitted  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  found  to  be  dated 
March  6th,  instead  of  May  6th,  by  your  mistake? 

VOL.  II 41  K 
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Afis.  Yos. 

Ques.  Have  you  any  more  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  copies  which  you  have  now  sworn  to, 
than  you  had  in  that  before  the  error  was  pointed  out? 

Ans.  I  liave  more  confidence. 

Ques.  Did  you  conceive  it  possible  that  any  inaccuracy  had  been  committed  on  that  occasion  by  you 
in  copying  that  letter,  before  Captain  Porter  informed  you  of  the  mistake  in  date;  and  did  you  not  request 
to  see  the  paper  in  your  own  handwriting,  before  you  would  believe  that  it  could  have  been  made? 

^;is.  I  did  not  know  that  I  had  committed  the  mistake  until  I  saw  it. 

Re-examined  by  Captain  Porter: 

Question.  Did  I  frequently  enjoin  upon  you,  whilst  engaged  in  copying  the  minutes  of  the  court  of 
inquiry,  to  be  very  particular  and  accurate;  and  did  you  take  particular  pains  to  be  so? 

Answer.  I  did  take  particular  pains  to  be  so.  Captain  Porter  saw  I  was  very  particular,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  he  made  any  such  request  of  me. 

Ques.  (By  a  member  of  the  court.)  Are  you  much  in  the  habit  of  copying  from  MS.;  and  were  the 
notes  written  in  a  fair,  legible  hand? 

Ans.  I  have  copied  a  good  deal,  and  the  notes  from  which  I  copied  were  fair  and  legible. 

Ques.  (Captain  Porter.)  Look  at  the  sheet  of  paper  now  shown  you,  and  say  whether  it  be  the  same 
or  like  the  handwriting  of  the  minutes  from  which  you  copied? 

Ans.  I  tliink  all  I  copied  was  in  that  handwriting;  some  came  after,  which  I  did  not  copy,  in  a  differ- 
ent hand. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  paper  shown  was  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Harrison,  in  whose  hand,  also, 
the  original  part  of  the  original  record  is. 

Ques.  Was  your  transcript  of  my  letter,  in  which  the  mistake  of  the  date  occurred,  as  above  men- 
tioned, taken  from  my  rough  draught;  and  are  my  rough  draughts  generally  written  in  a  fair  hand,  or  in 
a  very  hurried,  rough  way? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  particularly;  it  was  very  easily  read.  I  read  Commodore  Porter's  rough 
draughts  very  easily      I  was  Captain  Porter's  clerk  about  fifteen  months. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  July  26. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday.    Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the  judge 
advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

John  T.  Ritchie,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the 
accused,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and  examined  by  Captain  Porter,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Examine  the  four  sheets  of  paper  now  shown  you,  and  say  in  whose  handwriting  the  same  are. 

[The  witness  is  here  shown  the  manuscript  copy  from  which  was  printed  what  is  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  given  in  evidence,  under  the  second  and  third  and  fourth  specifications  of  the  second  charge, 
from  where  the  manuscript  copy,  proved  by  John  Simpson  yesterday,  ended  on  page  twenty-seven,  to  the 
end  of  the  paragraph  ending  with  the  words  "  at  II  o'clock,"  on  page  thirty-two  of  the  same  pamphlet.] 

Answer.  The  first  three  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Sarazau;  the  last  sheet  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mrs.  Simpson,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Simpson,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  words  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  (of 
which  I  have  no  knowledge;) — the  word  which,  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  bottom,  and  the  word  being,  in 
the  third  line  from  the  bottom;  these  words  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain  Porter. 

Ques.  What  was  the  character,  and  in  whose  handwriting  was  the  original  from  which  those  sheets 
were  copied? 

Ans.  They  were  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  in  the  handwriting  of  the  judge 
advocate. 

Ques.  Did  you  carefully  and  accurately  compare  these  four  sheets  with  such  originals,  and  are  they 
exact  copies?  Please  state  the  manner  in  which  you  compared  the  copy  and  the  originals,  and  whether 
you  are  certain  of  the  accuracy  of  the  copy. 

Ans.  I  think  I  read  them  over,  the  first  three  sheets  two  several  times.  First  I  read  the  copy  with 
another  person,  (my  wife,)  who  was  looking  over  the  original,  and  afterwards  read  over  the  original,  she 
having  the  copy.  I  discovered  no  error  throughout.  The  last  sheets  I  examined  in  the  same  manner, 
with  Mrs.  Simpson. 

Que^.  What  has  become  of  Mr.  Sarazau;  has  he  left  this  part  of  the  country? 

Ans.  I  believe  he  is  in  the  city  of  Washington,  but  I  have  not  seen  him  myself  since  soon  after  this 
thing  occurred.     Philadelphia  is  his  home,  and  he  may  possibly  have  gone  there. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  judge  advocate: 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Porter  ever  saw  the  original  papers,  from  which  the  copy 
was  taken? 

Asswer.  I  do  not. 

Ques.  Would  you  now  recognize  any  one  of  these  papers  as  such  original? 

Ans.  I  think  not. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  a  sentence  from  what  he  stated  to  be  the  original  minute,  furnished 
after  the  proceedings  of  Monday,  May  9th,  and  exhibited  the  paper  to  the  witness. 

Question.  Can  you  not  recollect  this  paper  to  have  been  the  paper  from  which  the  proceedings  of  that 
day  were  copied,  from  the  sealing  wax  dropped  on  it;  and  is  the  second  paragraph  in  the  one  an  exact 
copy  of  the  other? 

Answer.  I  cannot  identify  the  paper;  on  a  comparison  there  appears  an  entire  line  omitted. 

Martin  King,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and 
by  him  interrogated,  deposes  as  follows: 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  time  of  the  printing  and  publishing  my  pamphlet,  (now  shown  you,)  and 
are  you  still,  foreman  in  the  printing  ofSce  of  Davis  &  Force,  where  that  pamphlet  was  printed? 
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[The  witness  is  here  shown  the  pamphlet  formerly  given  in  evidence  by  the  judge  advocate.] 

Answer.  I  was  then  and  am  now. 

Qiies.  Examine  the  thirteen  sheets  of  paper,  writing  now  shown  you,  and  say  whether  they  be  the 
identical  copy  from  which  that  pamphlet,  or  so  much  of  it  as  is  composed  of  that  copy,  was  printed? 

[The  witness  is  here  shown  the  same  nine  sheets  of  copy  mentioned  in  the  evidence  of  John  Simp- 
son, and  the  four  sheets  mentioned  in  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant  John  T.  Ritchie.] 

Ans.  I  believe  them  to  be  the  same. 

Ques.  Were  the  proof  sheets  of  the  pamphlet  diligently  and  carefully  compared  with  the  copy,  and 
every  typographical  error  that  was  detected,  carefully  corrected;  and  was  this  comparison  made  laoth  by 
the  proof  reader  in  the  printing  ofBce,  and  by  myself? 

Ans.  They  were;  I  read  them  over  twice,  and  Captain  Porter  read  them  over  once. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  Was  all  the  copy  from  which  that  pamphlet  was  published,  with  the 
note-marks  to  the  different  documents  therein  contained,  communicated  by  Captain  Porter  for  the  pur- 
pose of  printing  that  pamphlet,  and  was  he  satisfied  with  its  accuracy? 

A)}J<.  No  complaints  were  made  by  him  of  any  want  of  accuracy.  I  saw  one  or  two  noticed  in  the 
public  prints,  such  as  clothes  for  colors,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others  of  the  same  kind. 

The  accused  then  submitted  to  the  court  a  letter  from  R.  S.  Coxe,  the  judge  advocate,  dated  May 
21st,  which  was  read,  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  21. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  t  at  he  wished  it  to  appear  on  the  record  to  what  application  that  letter 
was  an  answer,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  exhibiting  before  the  court  the  same  statement  in  regard  to 
it  which  he  had  before  submitted  to  Captain  Porter,  annexed  and  marked  22. 

William  W.  Seaton,  called  by  the  accused.  A  question  was  proposed  to  Mr.  Seaton  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Porter.  The  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  felt  great  reluctance  to  interpose  any  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  any  investigation  which  the  accused  might  deem  it  important  to  pursue;  but  that  the  question 
now  stated,  and  the  inquiry  designed  to  be  made,  appeared  to  him  so  wholly  foreign  to  the  inquiry  in 
which  the  court  was  engaged,  that  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  court  upon 
the  subject.  The  object  of  the  accused  had  been  communicated  to  him,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  submitted 
in  writing  to  the  court,  to  enable  it  to  decide  upon  the  point  with  accuracy.  The  reasons  having  been 
stated,  the  court  was  cleared,  and  after  having  maturely  considered  the  same,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that 
the  question  be  put;  which  decision  was  accordingly  announced. 

Mr.  Seaton  was  then  called. 

Question.  (By  Capt.  Porter.)  Look  upon  the  third  paragraph  of  the  third  page  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, under  date  of  May  5th,  1825,  in  the  words,  "We  are  informed  that  we  did  not  exactly  understand, 
and  of  course  did  not  accurately  state,  the  ground  on  which  the  exception  taken  by  Commodore  Porter 
to  the  court  of  inquiry,  now  sitting  in  this  city,  was  overruled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  letter 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  court  stated  that,  as  far  as  the  Secretary  could  be  called  upon  for  an  opinion  on 
that  question,  Commodore  Porter  ought  to  have  made  his  application  to  him  at  an  earlier  day,  but  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Department,  as  to  the  legality  of  the  manner  in  which  the  court  was  composed,  had 
been  expressed  in  the  very  act  which  created  and  convened  the  court,  and  that  nothing  was  discovered  in 
the  argument  of  Commodore  Porter  to  change  the  opinion.  The  act  of  the  Department  was  placed,  there- 
fore, on  the  ground  of  its  legality,  by  the  Secretary,  and  not  on  the  ground  of  time  in  taking  the  excep- 
tion, that  circumstance  being  incidentally  introduced  into  his  letter.  Our  information  was  obtained  in 
current  conversation,  and  was  inaccurate  only  from  not  being  as  fully  stated  as  it  might  have  been,"  and 
say  by  whose  request  that  paragraph  was  published,  and  by  whom  it  was  communicated,  in  terms  or  in 
substance? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  answer  the  question  with  propriety.  If  it  be  not  absolutely  essential  for  the  pur- 
poses of  justice,  I  should  prefer,  for  the  reasons  stated  yesterday,  not  to  give  any  other  answer.  I  have 
an  additional  reason  in  this  case  for  declining,  because  the  communication  was  expressly  a  private  and 
confidential  one. 

The  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  court,  it  was  anno-unced  that  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  although,  from  a 
wish  to  afford  every  facility  to  the  accused,  in  pursuing  any  investigation  which  he  may  deem  important, 
it  did  permit  the  question  proposed  to  be  propounded,  and  would  have  permitted  the  witness  to  answer 
it,  yet,  when  the  court  is  called  upon  to  determine  whether  it  will  exercise  the  power  which  the  law  con- 
fers of  coercing  the  witness  to  answer,  the  question  assumes  a  more  serious  aspect;  and  the  court,  after 
mature  consideration,  is  of  opinion  that  the  question  proposed  is  one  which  cannot  in  any  material  degree 
affect  the  case  of  the  accused,  and  therefore  will  not  compel  the  witness  to  reply  to  it. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  prepared  and  presented  another  question,  which  the  judge  advocate 
stated  was  liable  to  the  same  objection  as  before.  Tlie  court  was  cleared  to  determine  whether  or  uot  it 
should  be  propounded  to  the  witness.     The  question  is  as  follows: 

Ques.  Did  the  paragraph  in  question  proceed  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
and  what  agency  had  he,  if  any,  in  preparing  it  for  the  press,  and  causing  its  publication? 

After  having  deliberated  upon  the  same,  the  court  determined  that  the  question  should  not  be  put. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 

Wednesday,  Jul;/  27,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  proposed  reading  a  paper  to  the  court;  the  president  of  the  court 
announced  to  him  that  the  opinion  of  the  court  yesterday  was  that  all  communications  be  submitted  to  it 
through  the  judge  advocate. 

The  counsel  declining  to  pursue  that  course,  the  court  was  cleared,  and  when  it  was  opened  it  was 
announced  that  the  court  had  decided  that  the  following  rule  of  practice  be  adopted: 

The  accused  may  submit  his  communications  in  writing  to  the  court;  the  same  shall  then  be  publicly 
read  by  the  judge  advocate,  the  court  reserving  the  right  of  admitting  and  receiving  the  papers,  or  any 
part  thereof 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  submitted  a  petition  to  the  court,  calling  upon  the  court  to  have 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  summoned  to  attend  as  a  witness,  or  that  interrogatories  be  transmitted  to 
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him,  stating  his  reasons  for  the  same.  The  judge  advocate  observed  that  the  uniform  practice  had  been, 
both  in  this  case  and  others,  for  the  accused  to  hand  him  the  names  of  such  witnesses  as  he  wished  to  be 
officially  summoned;  that  such  request  had  been  uniformly  and  promptly  complied  with.  That  no  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  him  for  such  summons  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  had  it  been,  it  should  have 
been  afforded  the  accused  without  hesitation;  and  if  now  made,  should  be  granted  at  this  time. 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  when  it  was  opened  it  was  announced  that  the  paper  will  not  bo  received, 
and  the  judge  advocate  is  directed  to  return  the  same  to  the  accused,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  judge  advocate  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seaton,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be  laid  before 
the  court,  which  was  accordingly  done,  annexed,  and  marked  22. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  stated  that  he  had  nothing  to  submit  to  the  court  at  this  time. 

Gustavus  Harrison,  a  witness  produced  by  the  judge  advocate,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
and  by  him  examined,  deposed  as  follows: 

Question.  Were  you  emploj^ed  by  me,  during  the  sitting  of  the  court  of  inquirj',  in  the  case  of  Captain 
D.  Porter,  to  copy  the  proceedings  of  the  court  from  my  minutes? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Qites.  Look  at  the  original  record  now  shown  you,  and  say  whether  you  copied  the  proceedings  of 
the  said  court,  excepting  those  of  the  last  day. 

Ans.  It  is  all  in  my  handwriting,  with  the  exception  of  some  corrections  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  day. 

Qiies.  At  what  time  were  you  furnished  with  the  minutes  from  which  you  took  the  copy;  when  did 
you  return  me  your  copy,  and  when  were  those  corrections  made? 

Ans.  I  generally  received  them  about  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  court;  I  copied  them  and  returned  them  the  next  morning,  before  the  meeting  of  the  court;  we  then 
examined  them,  and  the  corrections  were  made. 

Ques.  From  the  time  the  copy  was  made  by  you  until  after  those  corrections  were  made,  was  it  in 
the  power  of  any  one  to  have  taken  a  copy  from  either  of  those  papers,  and  do  you  believe  any  such  copy 
was  at  any  time  taken? 

Ans.  I  am  positive  that  it  was  not. 

The  accused  not  being  prepared  to  cross-examine  the  witness  at  this  time,  the  court  adjourned  till 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  Juhj  28. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Harrison,  being  again  called  by  the  accused,  was  by  him  interrogated  as  follows: 

Question.  Examine  the  several  interlineations  and  erasures  in  the  record  proved  by  you  yesterday 
as  your  transcript  from  the  original  minutes  of  the  judge  advocate,  at  pages  7,  8,  21,  25,  26,  31,  32,  38, 
40,  the  adjournment  at  page  38,  and  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  41,  and  say  by  whom  they  appear 
to  have  been  made? 

Answer.  The  interlineations  appear  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Coxe;  I  cannot  say  whether  the 
erasures  were  made  by  him  or  by  myself;  the  adjournment  at  p.  38  is  in  my  own  handwriting;  the  note  at 
p.  41,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Coxe,  the  1  in  page  41  is,  I  believe,  Mr.  Coxe's. 

Ques.  Can  you  recollect,  with  certainty,  whether  the  original  minutes,  when  given  to  you  to  copy, 
had  in  them  the  words  and  passages  which  now  appear  interlined,  erased  and  added,  at  the  pages  above 
mentioned  of  the  said  transcript? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  with  certainty. 

Ques.  From  your  recollection  of  the  general  accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of  your  transcript,  as  originally 
made,  can  you  say  that  you  made  the  mistakes  which  these-  alterations,  now  appearing  on  the  face  of  the 
transcript,  indicate? 

Ans.  I  cannot  say  that  I  made  all  of  them;  I  know  that  I  made  a  considerable  number. 

Ques.  Refer  more  particularly  to  the  interlineation  at  p.  7,  and  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  p.  41,  and 
say  whether  j^ou  have  any  recollection  of  having  made  those  mistakes? 

Ans.  I  cannot  say  whether  or  not  it  was  my  omission. 

Ques.  When  did  you  first  see  that  part  of  the  record,  giving  the  last  day's  proceedings,  stated  as  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  judge  advocate;  and  do  you  know  anything  of  the  penciled  interlineation  in  the 
second  jjaragraph  of  the  same?  . 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  that  part  of  the  proceedings,  until  it  was  shown  me  yesterday,  and  I 
know  nothing  of  that  interlineation;  all  that  I  recollect  is  that  when  I  called,  as  usual,  for  the  proceedings 
of  that  day,  I  was  informed,  by  Mr.  Coxe,  that  it  was  copied  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  being  transmitted 
to  the  Department,  or  words  to  that  effect;  I  do  not  think  I  saw  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  at  all,  until 
I  saw  it  yesterday. 

Questioned  by  the  judge  advocate: 

Question.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  ray  making,  on  one  or  more  occasions,  so  many  corrections 
in  your  transcript  that  you  proposed  taking  it  back  with  you  to  make  a  fair  copj^,  and  what  passed 
on  that  occasion? 

Answer.  I  do  recollect  there  were  so  many  corrections  in  one  day's  work,  as  to  induce  me  to  ask  to 
re-copy  it.  Your  reply  was,  that  there  was  not  then  time;  that  you  had  to  carry  them  out  with  you  to 
the  court,  to  read  them  as  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 

On  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Qiies.  Did  you  ever  make  more  than  one  copy  of  the  record? 

Ans.  I  have  no  recollection  that  I  ever  did;  I  think  I  may  have  made  other  copies  of  papers  exhibited 
by  Commodore  Porter,  but  I  think  I  never  did  for  the  record. 

Ques.  Look  at  the  sheet  now  shown  you,  and  say  if  it  be  in  your  handwriting;  at  what  time  you 
copied;  whether  before  or  after  you  made  the  transcript  for  the  judge  advocate;  and  from  what  paper — 
the  original  or  your  transcript — did  you  copy  it? 

[The  witness  is  here  shown  a  loose  sheet,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  record  as  begins 
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with  the  words  "the  room  was  cleared,"  on  page  21,  and  ends  with  the  words  "  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,"  on  page  24.] 

Ana.  The  paper  is  in  my  handwriting,  and  I  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  copied  it.  When  I  gave  the  answer  I  did  just  now,  I  thought  the  paper  I  had  made  two  copies 
of  was  an  original  paper  submitted  by  Commodore  Porter;  I  now  find  it  was  an  answer  to  one  of  his 
papers;  I  copied  this  before  copying  the  record  from  the  minutes  of  the  judge  advocate,  for  the  use,  as  I 
understood,  of  Commodore  Porter,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Coxe,  and  it  was,  I  believe,  the  only  paper  I 
copied  in  his  office. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  then  that  if  there  was  nothing  further  ready  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
he  should  now  oifer  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  heretofore  sent  to  him. 

The  accused  desiring  to  see  the  papers  which  it  was  proposed  to  submit  to  the  court,  the  same  were 
handed  to  him  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  after  being  perused,  were  returned. 

They  were  accordingly  (no  objection  having  been  made, )  read,  and  submitted  to  the  court,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  judge  advocate,  dated  July  25th,  1825.     (23.) 

2.  The  interrogatories,  cross  interrogatories,  and  answers  thereto,  sworn  to  before  Mr.  J.  Bailey,  a 
magistrate  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  July  25th,  1825,  marked  (24,)  (25.) 

3.  The  copy  of  a  note  from  Captain  Porter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  May  10th,  1825.      (26.) 

4.  Copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  answer,  dated  March  12th,  1825.     (21.) 

5.  Captain  Porter's  reply  dated  March  12th,  1825.     (28.) 

6.  Certified  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  21st  October,  1824,  to  Commodore 
Porter.     (29.) 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  documents  annexed  to  the  original  record,  as  given  in  evidence  before 
the  court  of  inquiry,  and  endorsed  and  numbered  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  the  president  of  said  court. 
The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  Juhj  29,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
(excepting  Captain  Biddle,)  the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Porter. 

Captain  Spence  stated  that  Captain  Biddle  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending  to-day. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Capt.  Porter  stated  to  the  court  that  Mr. 
Jones  (his  counsel)  was  engaged  in  the  necessary  arrangements  and  business  of  this  case,  and  that  he 
had  nothing  at  this  time  to  lay  before  the  court;  whereupon. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  Juhj  30,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
(excepting  Captain  Biddle,)  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  president  announced  to  the  court  that,  although  Captain  Biddle  was  much  better  than  he  was 
yesterday,  he  still  continued  too  much  indisposed  to  resume  his  seat. 

The  judge  advocate  then  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  the  following  documents;  some  of  which 
were  presented  at  the  request  of  Captain  Porter,  the  residue  by  the  judge  advocate,  to  complete  the  chain 
of  the  correspondence: 

1st.  Copy  of  letter  from  Smith  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  Navy 
Department,  August  19,  1823.     (30.) 

2d.  Copy  of  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated 
Navy  Department,  September  29,  1823.     (31.) 

3d.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  September  30,  1823.     (32.) 

4th.  Copy  of  letter  from  I.  Chauncey,  acting  Secretary  of  Navv,  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  Navy 
Department,  October  28.  1823.     (33.) 

5th.  Extract  of  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  November  19 
1823.     (34.) 

6th.  Extract  of  instructions  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  December 

1823.  (35.) 

7th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter  dated 
Navy  Department,  May  17,  1824.     (36.) 

8th.  Copy  of  letter  from  D.  Porter  to  Secretary  of  the   Navy,  dated  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas.  May  28 

1824.  (37.)  '        y       , 
9th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter  dated 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1824.     (38.) 

10th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Commodore  D.  Porter  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Washins-ton  June 
25,  1824.     (39.) 

11th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Charles  Hay,  for  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated  Navy 
Department,  June  29,  1824.     (40.) 

12th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Washington  Au^-ust 
11,1824.     (41.)  6       .       o 

13th.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Hay,  (handed  in  by  Commodore  Porter,)  to  Commodore  Porter 
dated  Georgetown,  D.  C,  September  11,  1824.     (42.) 

14th.  Copy  of  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Porter  dated 
Navy  Department,  October  14,  1824.     (43.) 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  official  reports  of  Lieutenant  Sloat,  and  the  accompanying  documents  and 
correspondence  printed  in  the  pamphlet,  from  page  100  to  the  end  of  that  publication,  be  submitted  to  the 
court  as  if  ^iven  in  evidence  on  this  trial. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  the  following  note,  published  in  the  National  Journal  of  June  14,  1825,  being 
the  anonymous  publication  or  note  referred  to  in  Captain  Porter's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
June  14,  1825,  and  in  the  testimony  of  Peter  Force,  and  which,  it  is  admitted,  was  communicated  to  the 
editor  of  the  said  National  Journal  by  R.  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  judge  advocate  of  the  court  of  inquiry  therein 
mentioned,  with  the  authority  to  communicate  his  name  as  the  author  of  it,  when  applied  to  for  that  pur- 
pose, be  annexed  to  the  record  as  evidence  in  this  case: 
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To  the  editor  of  the  National  Journal: 

It  appears  necessary  to  apprise  tlie  public  that  the  recent  publication  of  Commodore  Porter,  on  the 
subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  afiair  at  Foxardo,  presents  so  inaccu- 
rate and  imperfect  a  view  of  that  matter  that  it  will,  in  due  time,  receive  proper  attention.  The  record 
of  the  court,  and  statement  of  the  facts  transmitted  to  the  Executive,  not  having  j'et  been  made  public, 
and  it  being  understood  that  the  business  has  not  been  t  rminated,  furnish  sufiScient  reasons  for  postponing- 
to  a  more  suitable  period  the  rectification  of  the  errors  and  the  supplying  the  deficiencies  which  exist  iu 
the  pamphlet  referred  to. 

June  13,  1825. 

The  reading  of  the  documents  having  been  completed,  the  court  adjourned  until  two  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Augud  1,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read. 

Captain  Porter  stated  that  his  counsel,  not  having  yet  completed  the  defence  which  he  purposed  to 
submit  to  the  court,  requested  the  further  indulgence  of  the  court  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  by  which 
time  he  would  endeavor  to  be  prepared. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  certan  documents  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

1st.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  Secretary  of  Navy,  dated  Washington,.  October  12, 
1824.     (44.) 

2d.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  same  to  the  same,  dated  Washington,  Oct.  19th,  1824.     (45.) 

CaptainPorter  then  objected  to  the  reading  of  these  letters,  or  more  of  this  kind,  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  no  relation  to  or  connection  with  the  charges  or  specifications;  that  he  was  prepared  to  meet  any 
other  charge  which  either  now,  or  at  any  future  time,  might  be  preferred  for  any  part  of  his  conduct,  but 
that  he  was  now  without  his  counsel,  and  must  of  himself,  object  to  the  production  of  this  testimony. 

The  judge  advocate  remarked,  that  the  letters  were  offered  as  the  answers  to  letters  read  on  Saturday; 
or,  as  letters  to  which  some  of  those  were  answers;  that  a  part  of  the  correspondence  having  been  read, 
it  seemed  proper  to  submit  the  residue  of  it. 

The  court  being  cleared,  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  question,  and  after  some  time  it  was 
opened,  when  the  resolution  of  the  court  was  announced,  that  the  papers  should  be  read,  but  that  the 
court  would  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  might  be  present  at  the  reading  of 
the  same.     The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  August  2,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
(excepting  Captain  Tingey, )  the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Porter.  Captain  Tingey  transmitted  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  occasioned  his  temporary  absence. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Captain  Porter,  by  his  counsel,  then  submitted  some  objections  to  the  letters  which  it  was  proposed 
to  read,  and  the  court  was  cleared  to  deliberate  on  the  same. 

After  the  court  was  cleared,  Captain  Tingey  appeared,  and  resumed  his  scat;  on  the  opening  of  the 
court,  the  following  proceedings  were  announced: 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  the  papers  which  he  had  proposed  to  submit  appeared 
to  him  to  be  intimately  connected  with  what  were  read  on  Saturday,  and  equally  relevant  to  the  case  with 
them:  but  that  he  was  not  particularly  desirous  to  press  the  evidence  before  the  court.  The  court  having 
maturely  considered  the  same,  is  of  opinion  that  much,  if  not  all,  of  the  evidence  submitted  by  the 
accused  on  Saturday  is  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  subject  matter  before  it;  but,  it  being  submitted  by  liim, 
and  not  objected  to  by  the  judge  advocate,  it  was  received  without  hesitation:  as,  however,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  court  that  it  is  irrelevant,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  or  proper  to  pursue  that  part  of  the 
investigation  further;  and,  as  it  is  not  objected  to  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  appears  to  be  the  desire  of 
the  accused,  the  court  will  not  receive  or  annex  to  the  record  any  of  the  five  papers  to  which  the  objec- 
tion extends. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  submitted  to  the  court  sundry  documents  of  an  oflBcial  nature.  The 
court  having  been  cleared  to  deliberate  upon  the  papers  submitted,  and  having  considered  the  same,  is  of 
opinion  that  the  evidence  is  not  admissible  before  the  court,  being  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  charges  and 
specifications.  Tlic  cimnsil  fur  the  accused  having  been  understood  to  intimate  that  the  object  intended 
by  offering  the  doiuinciil  was  to  illustrate  the  construction  which  the  government  had  given  to  the 
instructions  from  the  Dciuutinent,  the  court  conceiving  this  to  constitute  an  insufficient  reason  for  admit- 
ting the  same  as  evidence  in  the  cause,  it  has  thei-efore  decided  not  to  receive  the  testimony  offered.  It 
is  not,  however,  designed  to  preclude  the  accused  from  resorting  to  any  docuincnts  of  a  public  and  oflBcial 
kind,  which  he  may  conceive  to  furnish  him  with  sources  of  argument,  in  his  defence. 

The  court  being  opened,  the  foregoing  proceedings  were  announced. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  having  stated  that  he  had  no  other  testimony  to  submit,  the  evidence 
was  considered  as  closed.  He  was  then  asked  when  he  shoidd  be  prepared  with  the  defence;  he  replied 
by  stating  that  he  might  possibly  be  prepared  by  Thursday,  but  could  not  promise  positively  to  have  it 
ready  before  Friday. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  3,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  Ihi-  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
(excepting  Captain  Eidgley,)  the  Jinluc  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedin-s  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Captain  Ridgley  was  |W'vciilcd  liy  iiiilis|iosition  from  attending  the  sitting  of  the  court  to-day.  The 
court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  August  4,  1825. 

The  cotut  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Captain  Porter  having  intimated  that  his  counsel  would  be  prepared  by  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow, 
the  court  adjourned  till  that  hour. 

Friday,  August  5,  1825. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  conrt,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.     The 
counsel  for  the  accused,   having  obtained  permission  of  the  court,  proceeded  to  deliver  the  defence. 
Before  concluding  it,  at  his  request,  the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  6. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  j^esterday  were  read.  The  de- 
livery of  the  defence  was  resumed,  and  when  it  was  concluded,  the  counsel  having  undertaken  to  hand  in 
the  defence  on  Monday  morning,  that  the  same  might  be  annexed  to  the  record,  the  court  adjourned  till 
Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Monday,  August  8. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  and 
the  judge  advocate.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read. 

It  was  announced  to  the  court  that  the  defence  was  not  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  court  to-day, 
but  that  it  should  be  ready  by  to-morrow.  It  was  determined  by  the  court  to  go  on  with  the  business 
before  it  with  closed  doors.  The  room  was  accordingly  cleared,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  court  were 
read  over.  The  reading  continued  until  after  three  o'clock,  when  the  court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Tuesday,  August  9. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  and 
the  judge  advocate.     The  room  being  cleared,  the  residue  of  the  proceedings  was  read. 

The  defence  not  having  been  transmitted,  the  court  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  court,  That  this  court  has  felt  and  exhibited  a  disposition  during  the  progress  of  this 
trial  to  allow  every  indulgence  to  the  accused  which  the  most  cautious  regard  to  his  feelings  and  wishes 
could  dictate:  that  with  this  disposition,  delays,  and  a  course  of  practice,  have  been  submitted  to,  in 
which  the  court  has  reluctantly  acquiesced:  that  arguments,  instead  of  being  prepared,  when  offered  to 
the  court,  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  annexed  to  the  record,  have,  after  an  ample  allowance  of  time,  been 
delivered  orally,  and  an  equal  length  of  time  afterwards  consumed  in  committing  the  same  to  writing. 
That  in  regard  to  the  defence,  after  having  waited  for  an  unusual  length  of  time,  it  was  in  fact  delivered 
to  the  court  orally,  and  as  a  written  document  it  has  not  been  presented  to  the  court  this  the  third  day 
after  its  public  delivery;  the  court  feels  constrained  to  notice  this  conduct,  which  it  cannot  pass  over 
without  an  expression  of  its  disapprobation,  and  has  determined  that,  unless  the  paper  is  ready  by  the 
meeting  of  the  court  to-morrow,  the  court  will  proceed  to  judgment  without  it.  And  it  is  requested  of 
the  judge  advocate  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  accused  this  afternoon. 

At  three  o'clock  the  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  August  10. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  and 
the  judge  advocate.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  that,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  court,  he  had  left  a  letter 
directed  to  Captain  Porter,  containing  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  the  counsel  of  the  accused 
yesterday,  on  his  return  from  the  court. 

The  defence  not  having  been  transmitted,  the  court  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  charges,  speci- 
fications, the  evidence  that  had  been  submitted,  and  what  had  been  alleged  in  behalf  of  the  accused;  and 
during  the  deliberation,  the  defence  upon  the  first  charge  was  communicated  to  the  court,  annexed,  and 
marked  P. 

After  having  carefully  and  maturely  weighed  and  deliberated  upon  the  matter,  the  court  is  of  opinion 
that  the  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  fully  proved,  and  does  adjudge  the  accused  guilty  ©f  the 
first  charge. 

The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge  is  proved  in  part;  that 
it  is  fully  proved  so  far  as  regards  the  letter  to  the  President,  of  the  seventeenth  day  of  April,  1825,  and 
the  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  and 
the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1825 — each  of  which  the  court  conceives  to  be  of  the  character  attributed  to 
them  in  the  said  specification;  but  it  does  not  consider  the  letter  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  as  liable 
to  the  same  censure;  and,  therefore,  so  far  as  regards  this  last-mentioned  letter,  the  court  is  of  opinion 
that  this  specification  is  not  proved.  The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
specifications  of  the  second  charge  are  fully  proved.  The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  second  charge  is 
fully  proved,  and  does  accordingly  adjudge  the  accused  guilty  of  the  same. 

In  deciding  upon  the  first  charge,  and  tlic  sjiccifications  under  it,  the  court,  however,  feels  itself 
called  upon  to  ascribe  the  conduct  of  the  accnsiMl,  whicli  is  deemed  censurable,  to  an  anxious  disposition 
on  his  part  to  maintain  the  honor  and  advance  tlic  iiilcrcsts  of  the  nation  and  the  service. 

The  court  also  thinks  it  proper  to  state  tluit,  in  deciding  that  the  third  specification  is  proved,  it  is 
of  the  opinion  that,  so  far  as  respects  the  inaccuracies  pointed  out  by  the  judge  advocate  in  the  paper 
annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  No.  15,  this  specification  is  fully  proved,  but  the  court  sees  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  errors  and  inaccuracies  therein  indicated  were  the  result  of  design  or  of  improper 
motive;  that,  with  the  exception  of  such  errors  as  have  been  particularly  noted,  the  publication  by  the 
accused  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  appears  to  be  a  correct  transcript  of  the  record. 
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In  forming  its  opinion  upon  the  fourth  specification,  the  court  is  satisfied  that  the  same  is  fully  proved 
in  the  following  particulars: 

In  the  advertisement  "  by  the  conduct  of  the  court,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred  for  investi- 
gation, I  was  driven  from  its  presence,  and  prevented  from  making  the  explanations  on  which  I  founded 
my  justification." 

In  the  remarks,  page  24,  "I  could  not  consent  to  defend  myself  before  the  court  against  any  charge 
whatever,  until  its  legality  had  been  decided  by  competent  authority — until  I  could  appear  before  it  on 
terras  of  perfect  equality  with  my  accusers — until  I  could  be  allowed  to  protect  myself  in  the  way  which 
might  appear  to  me  most  proper;  without  submitting  my  defence  to  the  inspection  of  the  judge  advocate, 
who  had  no  right  to  decide  in  my  case;  or  to  the  control  of  the  court,  who  would  thereby  have  exercised 
a  power  not  founded  in  law  or  justice;  and  without  the  risk  of  undeserved  reproof" 

In  page  25:  "But  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  was  not  competent;  the 
decision,  as  to  its  belief  on  the  subject,  on  oath,  was  all  that  was  required  by  me,  and  the  question  could 
have  been  decided  by  the  court  as  readily,  and  as  well  before  as  it  was  after  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  had  beeu  received;  that  it  did  not  decide  in  i\\e  first  instance,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  doubts 
then  existed  as  to  its  legality." 

"  Under  all  circumstances,  then,  I  had  nothing  to  lose  or  apprehend  by  my  withdrawal  from  the  court, 
and  I  certainly  saved  a  very  useless  sacrifice  of  my  feelings,  as  (except  in  its  deportment  towards  me, 
while  before  it)  it  could  do  me  neither  good  or  harm.  A  court  more  powerless,  and  yet  more  calculated 
to  alarm  the  accused,  was  perhaps  never  formed." 

"The  charge  first  to  be  investigated  was  exhibited  against  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  selected  my  judges,  two  of  whom  were  junior  to  me.  The  judge  advocate, 
who  is  the  primum  mobile  of  all  military  courts,  received  his  appointment  from  the  Secretary,  and  is  his 
warm  friend  and  protege.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  readily  be  imagined  I  had  everything  to 
apprehend,  and  nothing  to  hope  for  while  before  the  court;  and  to  defend  myself  under  the  conditions 
imposed  on  me,  would  have  been  worse  than  useless." 

Id  the  remarks  in  page  31,  it  appears  to  the  court  to  be  implied  that  all  the  documents,  upon  which 
the  court  of  inquiry  founded  its  opinion,  were  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  which  was  not  the  fact. 

The  court  also  includes,  as  proof  of  this  specification,  the  second  paragraph  of  the  paper  marked  E, 
in  page  40  of  the  pamphlet. 

The  court  does  therefore  sentence  and  adjudge  the  said  Captain  David  Porter  to  be  suspended  for 
the  term  of  six  months,  from  the  date  hereof 

Having  come  to  the  aforesaid  determination,  and  the  residue  of  the  defence  not  having  been  trans- 
mitted, the  court,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  judge  advocate  to  prepare  in  due  form,  and  record  the 
said  findings,  and  it  being  after  four  o'clock,  adjourned  till  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  August  11,  1825. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
and  the  judge  advocate.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  having  been  read,  the  court  proceeded  to  sign 
this,  the  record  of  its  proceedings,  the  finding  and  sentence. 

JAMES  BARRON,  President. 

THOS.  TINGEY. 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 

CH.  G.  RIDGELY. 

ROBT.  TRAILE  SPENCE. 

J.  W.  DOVVNES. 

J.  D.  HENLEY. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

JAMES  RENSHAW. 

THOS.  BROWN. 

CHS.  C.  B.  THOMPSON. 

ALEX.  S.  WADSWORTH. 

GEO.  W.  RODGERS. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

Thursday,  August  II. 
The  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter  having  been  signed  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Department,  the  court,  by  virtue  of  an  order  for  that  purpose  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  directed  to  the  president,  and  hereunto  annexed  and  marked  A,  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock,  at  the  building  on  First  street  east,  and  the  corner  of  Maryland  avenue,  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Friday,  August  12. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  and 
the  judge  advocate.  The  judge  advocate  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  which  was  annexed  and  marked  B,  and  the  record  of  the  proceedings  as  transmitted  yesterday 
to  the  Department,  with  the  paper  referred  to  as  a  continuance  of  the  defence  of  Captain  Porter. 

The  paper  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  a  member,  the  court  determined  that  it  will  adjourn  until 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  that  Captain  Porter  be  informed  that  the  court  will  receive  the  residue  of  the 
defence  at  that  hour. 

The  court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  13. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  and  the 
judge  advocate.  The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  The  residue  of  the  defence  was  received  at 
near  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  court  proceeded  to  read  the  same. 

After  completing  the  reading  of  the  document,  the  following  motion  was  made  and  adopted: 
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The  judge  advocate  having  stated  that  he  had  received  from  the  accused  certain  papers,  purporting 
to  be  the  residue  of  his  defence,  the  same  were  read  and  considered.  The  court  is  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  these  papers  vary  in  many  respects  from  the  defence  which  was  delivered  on  behalf  of  the  accused, 
by  his  counsel:  that,  in  particular,  the  severity  of  animadversion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  judge  advocate, 
which  appears  in  these  papers,  did  not  appear  in  the  defence  that  was  delivered,  and  the  court  deems  it 
due  to  itself  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  judge  advocate  during  the  trial  was,  iu  its  opinion,  free  from 
the  censure  imputed  to  it. 

As,  iiowever,  the  court  is  not  in  possession  of  the  defence,  which,  in  violation  of  its  rule  and  of  prece- 
dent, was  delivered  orally,  and  from  notes  under  the  appearance  of  reading  it,  the  court  has  annexed 
this  document  to  its  proceedings,  with  this  further  observation,  that  nothing  is  perceived  in  it  which  can 
in  the  least  vary  the  conclusion  to  which  the  court  had  arrived. 

JAMES  BARRON,  President. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

Approved.  "  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

August  IT,  1825. 


Notes  of  the  principal  heads  of  argument  and  authority,  in  suiyimrt  of  the  objections  taken  by  the  counsel  of 
Commodore  Porter  to  the  second  charge  and  specification  of  the  same. 

The  counsel  is  well  aware  how  much  out  of  place,  before  a  court-martial,  are  the  nice  and 
abstruse  subtilties,  and  the  merely  technical  rules,  peculiar  to  some  branches  of  practice  in  the 
courts  of  common  law.  Ho  will,  therefore,  implicitly  follow  the  advice  of  a  learned  civilian,  (who 
has  made  military  jurisprudence,  and  the  analagous  principle!  and  practice  of  municipal  jurispru- 
dence, as  administered  in  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  judicature,  the  subject  of  an  elaborate,  practical, 
and  useful  essay,)  and  who  very  prudently  and  properly  recommends  to  counsel,  engaged  in  the  conduct 
of  a  defence  before  a  court-martial,  to  avoid  every  topic  calculated  to  perplex  and  embarrass  the  judgment 
of  gentlemen  not  professionally  conversant  with  the  law,  by  "forcing  the  discordant  and  unsuitable 
axioms  and  rules  of  civil  courts  upon  a  '  military  tribunal.'  "  Accorduigly,  no  "  ndes  or  axioms  of  the 
civil  courts"  are  adverted  to,  upon  this  occasion,  but  such  as  have  been  distinctly  invoked  to  the  practice 
of  "military  tribunals;"  or  such  as,  being  founded  in  the  immutable  principles  of  right  and  justice,  are 
necessarily  common  to  both,  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with  by  either  without  consigning  the  subjects  of 
its  jurisdiction  to  an  unqualified  tyranny.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  essential  difference,  either  in  the  form 
of  procedure,  or  in  the  principles,  by  which  both  are  guided  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice. 
The  course  of  proceedings  at  British  courts-martial  is  said  to  assimilate  more  nearly  to  trials  for  high 
treason  m  the  courts  of  common  law;  because  prisoners,  tried  for  that  crime,  have  greater  privileges 
allowed  them  by  statute  than  what  are  allowed  in  criminal  prosecutions  for  other  offences.* 

All  the  forms  of  procedure  of  the  civil  courts,  in  the  department  of  criminal  judicature,  are  simple 
and  concise:  they  are  clear  of  the  technical  subtilties  and  of  the  nice  and  artificial  distinctions  which 
have  resulted  from  the  abstruse  and  <;omplicated  rules  of  property,  and  the  perplexed  dialectics  of  special 
pleading:  they  are  the  result  of  great  sagacity,  long  experience,  and  a  practical  insight  of  human  affairs- 
exerted  in  the  compilation  of  a  system  of  rules,  necessary  to  the  protection  of  property,  life  and  reputation 
against  the  irregular,  capricious  and  vindictive  action  of  power.  'Tis  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
sagacity  to  institute  or  digest  any  system  which  is  to  act  with  infallible  and  undeviating  truth  and 
accuracy  in  all  the  diversified  occasions  of  practice;  consequently,  in  some  particular  instances,  the 
forms  with  which  human  rights  are  fenced  in  and  guarded,  may  rather  inconveniently  fetter  and  retard 
the  march  o'f  substantial  justice:  these  forms  are  nevertheless  wholesome  and  necessary;  and  'tis  better 
to  endure  some  partial  inconveniences  than  encroach  upon  the  conspicuous  and  well-defined  land-marks, 
intended  as  impassable  barriers  against  the  oppressions  of  the  mighty  upon  the  weak.  And  of  all  the 
modes  in  which  might  can  demonstrate  its  cupidity  or  its  wrath,  to  the  danger  of  individual  security  and 
justice,  and  against  which  every  free  community  is  the  most  provident  and  circumspect  in  devising,  and 
most  tenacious  in  maintaining  wholesome  checks  and  restraints, — is  that  of  high-seated  power,  bearing 
down  upon  its  victim  with  all  the  weight  and  circumstance  of  official  splendor  and  influence,  in  a  state 
prosecution.  A  vulgar  error  has  sometimes  prevailed,  to  the  great  disparagement  of  the  military 
character,  that  a  military  establishment  must  necessarily  be  composed  of  men  who  have  voluntarily 
surrendered  all  the  essential  rights  of  citizens,  and  who  have  abandoned  everything  sacred  and  dear  iu 
life  and  honor,  to  the  uncontrolled  will  and  unregulated  power  of  the  government.  Against  such  an 
absurdity  it  would  be  superfluous  to  contend,  before  an  intelligent  and  experienced  tribunal,  composed, 
as  is  the  present,  of  gentlemen  who  have  been  disciplined  in  the  rights  and  duties,  alike  of  civil  and  of 
military  life:  as  every  man,  aspiring  to  wield  the  arms  of  an  enlightened  republic,  must  be,  or  sink  into 
the  pernicious  and  degraded  instrument  of  usurpation  and  despotism. 

Then  it  is  one  of  the  fundamental  and  uncompromising  maxims,  as  well  of  martial,  as  of  every  other 
human  law,  that  it  should  define,  beforehand,  and  with  precision,  the  oftences  which  it  punishes;  the 
only  alternative  is  to  leave  it  to  the  absolute  discretion  of  every  successive  court-martial  to  deterniine, 
without  any  fixed  rule  or  guide,  upon  each  particular  accusation,  whether  the  act  charged  be  one  which 
the  law  either  designed  or  ought  to  have  punished.  This  alternative  is  universally  held  to  be  the  very 
essence  of  tyranny;  and  utterly  incompatible  with  any  sound  principle,  by  which  either  military  discipline 
and  police  are  maintained,  or  the  forms  of  civil  government  instituted.  Wholesome  restrains  of  the  ceaseless 
tendency  of  power  to  excess,  and  to  irregular  exertions  of  its  force,  and  well  defined  rules  by  which 
individuals  may  certainly  know  what  actions  are  either  enjoined  or  forbidden,  are  just  as  necessary  to 
tlie  conservation  of  the-military  as  of  the  social  virtues.  Once  beat  down  the  barriers  by  which  the 
e.ssential  rights  of  the  soldier  are  protected  against  the  invasion  of  vindictive.or  capricious  power,  and 


•  MoArthur,  (4th  edition,  London,)  b.  1,  ch.  12, 
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every  tie  of  subordination,  but  that  of  brute  force,  is  dissolved.  Tlie  generosity  of  soul  that  ennobles 
valor,  and  gives  all  its  moral  elevation  and  dignity  to  the  military  spirit,  is  extinguished;  his  rapid 
degeneracy  renders  him  no  longer  formidable  to  any  but  to  the  state  which  has  degraded  and  debased 
him.  No  government,  whose  institutions  bear  the  remotest  affinity  to  our  own,  has  ever  acted  upon  the 
notion  that  persons  in  military  capacities  were  to  have  their  relative  rights  and  privileges  defined,  or 
guarded  by  any  less  fixed,  certain,  known  and  precise  laws  and  rules  of  conduct  than  their  fellow  citizens 
in  civil  capacities;  or  that  criminal  justice  was  to  be  administered,  in  military  courts,  with  any  less 
regard  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  legal  justice  than  in  other  courts  of  judicature.  The  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  janissary  are  just  as  well  defined  in  theory,  and  respected  in  practice,  as  those  of  any 
other  of  the  sujects  of  Turkey;  where  all  are  equally  exposed  to  the  arbitrary  caprices  of  a  power  which 
is  despotic,  only  because  it  is  of  indefinite  extent,  and  vague  and  uncertain  in  its  limitations  and  in  its 
rules  of  action.'  These  same  janissaries,  at  once  the  instruments  and  the  terror  of  the  despotism  they 
uphold,  are  but  the  type  of  what  every  military  establishment  must  become,  when  placed  out  of  the  pale 
of  the'  general  law,  by  which  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  individuals  are  defined,  and  which 
determines,  by  fixed,  known  and  precise  rules,  the  offences  which  may  draw  down  the  penalties  of 
vindictive  justice. 

Accordingly,  all  the  regular  governments  of  modern  times,  which  have  made  much  progress  in 
civilization  and  improvement,  have  been  at  great  pains  to  digest  codes  for  their  fleets  and  armies, 
by  which  all  military  crimes  and  punishments  have  been  enumerated  and  defined  with  more  or  less 
precision. 

Indeed,  so  manifest  is  the  expediency  and  indispensable  the  justice  of  extending  to  military  men  and 
to  military  tribunals  all  those  essentials,  and  generally  received  principles  and  forms  of  judicial  justice, 
which  are  supposed  to  constitute  the  sanctions  of  property,  life  and  reputation  to  the  citizens  at  large, 
that  the  practice  is  said  to  prevail,  in  many  of  the  foreign  services  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  of  extending 
to  soldiers  the  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers;  for  which  purpose  some  of  the  same  rank  with  the 
prisoner,  from  officers  of  the  highest  rank  to  privates,  are  admitted  as  members  of  courts-martial. 
This  practice  has,  it  seems,  been  recomjnended,  but  successfully  opposed,  in  the  British  service.* 

In  Britain  it  has  been  for  a  century  and  a  half  the  subject  of  anxious  and  minute  legislation,  in 
successive  parliaments,  which  has  resulted  in  a  compilation  of  criminal  law,  for  their  fleets  and  armies,  as 
elaborate,  and  perhaps,  more  systematic  and  complete,  in  its  kind,  than  any  they  have  hitherto  framed 
for  the  community  at  large.  The  British  articles  of  war,  both  military  and  naval,  have  been  respectively 
adopted  by  Congress,  with  such  modifications  as  were  thought  necessary,  to  fit  them  to  the  peculiar 
organization  of  our  own  establishments;  and  it  must,  in  candor,  be  confessed,  that  our  alterations  of  the 
British  system  have  not  been  uniformly  for  the  better,  but,  in  one  or  two  particular  instances,  presently 
to  be  remarked  upon,  decidedly  for  the  worse. 

Of  the  forty-two  articles  adopted  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  thirty 
(from  the  3d  to  the  32d  inclusive)  constitute  what  may  be  called  the  criminal  code  of  the  navy;  in  which 
all  the  ofiences  cognizable  by  a  naval  court-martial  are  enumerated  and  defined;  the  appropriate 
punishments  for  each  kind  and  degree  of  ofience  prescribed;  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  them  constituted, 
and  a  few  of  the  most  essential  and  indispensable  forms  of  procedure  laid  down. 

Then  the  first  and  radical  question  in  every  prosecution  before  a  court-martial  is,  whether  the  matter 
of  the  accusation  be  cognizable  by  the  court  as  constituting  any  offence  enumerated  and  defined  in  the 
given  code  of  criminal  law:  there  the  oft'euce  is  to  be  found,  or  nowhere:  by  that  authority  it  is  to  be 
punished,  or  by  none. 

In  Britain,  it  is  said  that  the  "  crimes  cognizable  by  courts-martial  are  pointed  out  by  the  mutiny 
act  and  articles  of  war;  which  every  military  man  is  or  ought  to  be  acquainted  with:"t  and  again,  that 
"martial  law  is  laid  down  in  so  plain  and  simple  a  manner,  that  every  military  man  is  or  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  what  are  thereby  deemed  crimes."  J  It  is  further  said  not  to  be  necessary  to  refer,  in 
the  charge,  to  the  particular  articles  of  war  supposed  to  be  violated;  because  "the  specification  of  the 
criminal  act  is  sufficient  intimation  to  the  prisoner;"  who  may  "always  dispute  its  relevancy,  and  call 
upon  the  prosecution  to  show  in  lohat  respect  it  falls  under  the  prohibitions  of  that  law."^ 

A  favorite  idea  has  prevailed  among  military  men,  and  with  some  military  tribunals,  that  a  court- 
martial  is  not  only  a  solemn  tribunal  of  criminal  judicature,  but  also  a  court  of  honor:  privileged  to  erect 
a  sort  of  censorial  power  over  the  minor  morals  of  the  members  of  the  profession;  and,  as  such,  to  take 
cognizance  of  certain  immoralities  and  indecorums,  or  of  certain  departures  from  the  more  delicate  and 
refined  points  of  honor,  indispensable  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  an  accomplished  officer  and  gentle- 
man; but  not  prohibited  or  condemned  by  any  positive  law.  This  idea,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  not  with- 
out some  support  from  reason,  authority  and  practice;  but,  to  the  extent  here  stated,  is  certainly 
erroneous,  and  contrary  to  the  best  established  principles  and  precedents.  It  is  true  to  anj'  extent,  only 
because  the  military  code  has,  by  positive  enactment,  extended  the  judicial  cognizance  of  its  courts  to 
more  minute  transgressions  of  private  morals  than  are  cognizable  in  other  courts:  not  that  the  military 
any  more  than  the  civil  courts  have  any  authority  to  try  or  to  punish  any  act,  not  expressly  constituted 
an  offence,  punishable  under  the  military  code.  For  instance,  the  British  articles  of  war,  both  naval  and 
military,  make  "scandalous,  infamous  behavior,  such  as  is  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman,"  an  oftence  punishable  by  dismission  from  the  service:  ||  and  this  article  has  undergone  a 
version,  in  its  adoption  into  our  military  code,  extremely  disadvantageous  to  its  precision,  and  in  short, 
to  every  commendable  quality  of  a  penal  law:  for  there  it  is  stripped  of  all  the  aggravations  by  which 
the  offence  is  characterized  in  the  British  articles;  as  "behaving  in  a  scandalous,  infamous,  cruel,  oppres- 
sive or  fraudulent  manner,  unbecoming  the  character,"  &c.,  and  marks  out  for  reprobation,  and  for  the 
same  sort  and  degree  of  punishment,  as  the  British  articles,  conduct  simply  characterized  as  "unbe- 
coming an  officer  and  a  gentleman;"  \  without  specifying  how  or  to  what  degree  it  is  unbecoming  to  him; 
or  whether  to  his  moral  or  his  professional  character ;  or  to  his  person  or  his  manners.     This  article  in  neither 


•  Adye,  ch.  2,  page  43-4. 
t  Adye,  (7th  ed.,  Lond.,)  p.  1,  ch.  2,  p.  62. 
X  Id.,  p.  2,  oh.  5,  p.  225. 

§  Tytler,  (3d  ed.,  Lond.,)  oh.  5,  8.  1,  p.  216-7. 
II  Tytler,  p.  212;  McArthur,  App.  No.  1,  art.  33,  p.  335. 
II  Vide  Rules  and  Articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  U.  S.,  art.  83 ;  Macomb,  pages  63,  241. 
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of  its  forms  is  to  be  found  amonp^  our  naval  articles  of  war;  but  there  is  among  the  latter  one  corres- 
ponding to  the  second  of  the  British  naval  articles;  which,  after  enumerating-  "oppression,  cruelty, 
fraud,  profane  swearing,  and  drunkenness,"  concludes  with  "other  scandalous  conduct,  tending  to  the 
destruction  of  good  morals."* 

Now  here,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  in  deciding,  in 
one  case,  what  acts  are  scandalous,  infamous,  &c., — in  another,  what  are  "  unbecoming  an  officer  and  gentle- 
man;— in  another,  what  immoralities,  under  the  denomination  of  "other  scandalous  conduct,"  are  equiva- 
lent, in  turpitude,  to  the  immediately  preceding  enumeration  of  "  oppression,  cruelty,  fraud,  &c. ;"  still  it 
is  nothing  more  than  a  sound  discretion,  acting  under  the  authority  and  by  the  express  mandate  of  the 
law — not  an  unlimited  direction  to  legislate  new  offences  into  existence.  When  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  offence  are  once  ascertained  by  the  application  of  that  sound  discretion  to  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  these  facts  are  found  to  bring  the  case  within  the  operation  of  the  law, — it  is  then  an  offence  as 
emphatically  embraced  within  the  purview  of  the  law,  and  as  positively  prohibited,  as  if  it  had  been 
therein  designated  by  name,  or  by  the  most  specific  description.  After  all,  it  is  noticing  more,  in  prin- 
ciple, than  tiie  ordinary  discretion  of  every  court  of  law  to  construe,  interpret  or  expound  the  obscure, 
perplexed,  and  doubtful  terms  of  general  statutes.  There  is  also  vested  in  courts-martial  an  extensive 
discretion,  as  to  the  sort  and  degree  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted  for  various  transgressions.  So  every 
criminal  court  has  more  or  less  discretion  to  inflict  optional  punishments;  and  we  see  them,  every  day, 
deliberating  on  a  fine  from  one  cent  to  any  indefinite  amount;  or  imprisonment  from  one  hour  to  seven 
years,  or  no  imprisonment  at  all. 

In  short,  the  exercise  of  this  sound  legal  discretion,  by  whatever  court,  civil  or  military,  and  to 
whatever  degree,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  judicial  exposition,  or  the  judicial  execution  of  a  posi- 
tive law;  and  leaves  the  conclusion  untouched,  that  no  offence  is  cognizable  by  a  court-martial  but  what 
is  prohibited  and  punished  by  some  article  of  the  military  code,  under  the  authority  of  which  the  court 
acts;  and  consequently,  that  every  accusation  or  charge  must  set  out  in  terms  an  offence  so  prohibited 
and  punished,  or  be  excluded  from  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

The  defect  of  power  in  a  court-martial  to  erect  itself  into  a  court  of  honor,  and,  as  such,  to  assume 
censorial  jurisdiction  over  such  breaches  of  good  manners,  or  good  morals,  or  of  decorum  and  gentlemanly 
demeanor,  as  are  not  made  positively  unlawful  by  the  articles  of  war,  or  some  statute,  is  strongly  illus- 
trated by  the  case  of  a  British  officer,  tried  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  under  a  charge  of  "scandalous, 
infamous  conduct,  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  oflScer  and  a  gentleman;"  in  support  of  which,  it  was 
proved  that,  after  making  a  present  of  a  horse  to  a  general  officer,  he  sent  in  a  charge  of  i£600  for  the 
same  horse.  Upon  which  the  court  acquitted  him  of  the  graver  part  of  the  charge,  "  scandalous,  infamous 
behavior; "  but  found  him  guilty  of  mean,  dishonorable,  and  ungentlemanly  conduct,  for  which  they 
sentenced  him  to  six  months'  suspension,  &c.  Yet,  upon  an  appeal  to  the  King  in  council,  it  was  solemnly 
decided  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this  inferior  immorality  of  mean,  shabby  conduct;  but 
that,  having  acquitted  him  of  the  legal  part  of  the  charge,  he  stood  acquitted  altogether.f 

The  point  may  now  be  taken,  as  clearly  established,  that  a  court-martial,  being  a  court  of  limited 
and  defined  jurisdiction,  in  respect  both  oi persons  and  offences,  can  take  no  cognizance  of  any  act  or  word 
but  such  as  is  positively  prohibited  and  punished  by  the  military  code,  and  can  exercise  no  discretion  in 
determining  either  the  legal  or  the  moral  character  of  such  act  or  word,  but  what  is  expressly  communi- 
cated to  it  by  law. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  form  and  substance  of  the  accusation  or  charge,  in  order  to 
determine:  1st,  whether  any  offence,  cognizable  by  the  court,  be  set  out  in  terms;  and  2d,  if  there  be, 
whether  it  is  set  forth  in  such  manner  and  form,  and  with  such  specifications,  as,  according  to  the 
established  law  and  practice  of  courts-martial,  may  justify  calling  upon  the  prisoner  to  answer. 

A  more  particular  enumeration  of  tlie  terms,  in  which  the  charges  and  specifications  now  objected  to 
are  conceived,  may  be  usefully  preceded  by  a  succinct  analysis  of  the  rules,  by  which  the  form  of  such 
accusations  is  pi-escribed.  These  rules  shall  be  deduced  from  the  most  approved  writers  and  authorities 
upon  martial  law  alone;  all  of  whom  concur,  with  undeviating  unanimity,  in  the  terms  of  the  rules  to  be 
cited,  and  rival  each  other  in  the  amplifications  and  illustrations,  by  which  the  utility  and  necessity  of 
a  strict  observance  of  them  are  enforced. 

Then  there  must  be  a  certainty  of  the  offence  committed;  it  must  be  set  out  in  such  terms  as  bring  it 
unequivocally  or  clearly  within  the  law  or  statute,  by  which  it  is  made  punishable;  in  some  instances,  even 
words  synonymous  with  those  of  the  article  prohibiting  the  offence  do  not  suffice;  but  the  veryrvords  of  the 
law  must  be  used,  as  in  case  of  mutiny,  &c.,  and  the  special  manner  of  the  whole  fact  must  be  set  forth 
with  certainty,  in  the  specifications.  All  the  circumstances  of  time  and  jilace,  and  of  the  acts  charged,  must 
be  minutely  described.  If  disrespectful,  contemptuous  or  mutinous  words  bo  imputed  to  him,  the  very 
words  must  be  specified;  and  it  is  not  enough  for  a  witness  to  say  that  words  of  such  an  effect  were 
spoken,  but  he  must  prove  the  very  words.  The  more  general  and  vague  the  description  of  the  ofience 
in  the  article  by  which  it  is  punished,  the  more  particular  and  minute  must  be  the  specifications  in  the 
accusation  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  intended  to  be  proved  in  support  of  it.  It  is  agreed,  on  all 
hands,  that  there  must  be  the  same  precision  and  the  same  minuteness  (and  in  many  instances  greater 
minuteness)  as  in  indictments  in  the  civil  courts.  One  author,  Mr.  Tytler,  a  Scotch  advocate,  and  of 
course  a  civilian,  would  rather  compare  it  to  a  libel,  (which  is  equivalent,  in  the  tribunals  under  the  civil 
or  Roman  law,  to  an  indictment  or  criminal  information  at  common  law,)  because  the  libel  deals  in  more 
mmute  and  diffuse  specifications  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  charged,  and  it  is  certain  that  a  court- 
martial  more  resembles  a  tribunal  of  the  civil  law  than  of  the  common  law,  since  the  members  unite  in 
their  own  persons  the  character  both  of  judge  and  jury.J 

The  rationale  of  the  rule  is  the  same  in  all  courts,  which  is,  that  the  prisoner  being  thus  minutely 
mformed,  under  ivhat  law,  for  what  offence,  and  of  what  facts  he  is  accused,  may  duly  prepare  him  for  his 
trial.  In  the  same  spirit,  it  is  required  that  he  be  furnished  with  a  true  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions, and  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  in  due  time  before  his  trial.  The 
object  of  this  rule  is  not  only  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  matter  of  the  charge,  but  to  canvass, 
and  if  necessary  impeach  the  competency  or  the  credit  of  the  witnesses;  and  after  a  copy  of  the  charges 

•Vide  Laws  U.  S.,  p.  361,  ch.  187,  art.  3;  1  McArthur,  App.  No.  1,  art.  2,  p.  325. 

t  2  McArthur,  ch.  8,  sec.  9,  p.  297-8. 

;  Adye,  p.  1,  ch.  6,  p.  127-8;  Tytler,  ch.  5,  sec.  1,  p.  200-218;  McArthur,  b.  2,  oh.  1,  sec.  3,  p.  6-12;  Macomb,  p.  61-3. 
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has  been  thus  served  upon  the  prisoner,  they  are  unalterable,  but  under  peculiar  and  extraordinary 
circumstances.* 

All  this  is  the  established  law  and  practice  of  courts-martial,  deduced  from  the  strongest  analogies 
of  judicial  justice;  and  on  the  best  authorities,  deduced  from  the  most  approved  treatises  upon  the  law 
and  practice  of  such  courts.  But,  in  this  country,  it  does  not  rest  upon  such  authorities  alone,  but  upon 
these  authorities,  recognized  adopted  and  embodied  into  our  naval  articles  of  war;  by  which  it  is  expressly 
enacted  that  the  "  person  accused  shall  be  furnished  with  a  true  copy  of  the  charges,  with  the  specifica- 
tions," iStcf  If,  therefore,  the  general  doctrine  required  any  corroboration  from  statutory  enactment, 
here  it  is;  for,  in  the  use  of  the  [term  "specifications,"  everything  is  implied  that  had  been  authentically 
held  to  be  involved  in  its  true  meaning  and  effect. 

Now  let  this  second  charge  and  its  specifications  be  brought  to  the  test  of  these  rules. 

First  of  all,  as  an  indictment  or  information  for  an  oifence  cognizable  by  a  court  of  common  law,  it 
is  impossible  for  any  lawyer  to  hesitate  one  instant  in  pronouncing  that  it  would  be  utterly  vicious  and 
void;  not  for  the  want  of  unj forms  or  solemnities,  merely  technical,  but  for  the  most  essential  and  pal- 
pable defects  of  matter  and  substance. 

Then,  by  this  test,  it  fails;  there  is  a  plain  and  incurable  failure;  the  whole  must  be  rejected  and 
set  aside. 

But  let  the  context  be  minutely  examined  and  tried  by  the  loosest  ndes  that  the  greatest  latitudina- 
rian  in  military  jurisprudence  could  desire. 

Before  its  validity,  as  the  description  of  any  offence  within  the  terms  of  the  naval  articles  of  war, 
can  be  determined,  its  nieaning  must  be  ascertained;  and  that  is  the  most  unceitain,  obscure,  and  per- 
plexed imaginable. 

The  charge  itself,  considered  separate  and  apart  from  the  specifications,  consists  of  two  members, 
but  both,  it  is  presumed,  intending  the  same  identical  act  or  offence,  and  only  describing  it  with  super- 
added aggravations;  the  conduct  imputed  was  unbecoming  an  officer,  because  it  was  insitbordinah'. 

The  first  member  of  the  charge  is  "  insubordinate  conduct;"  and  here  we  are  at  sea,  without  chart  or 
compass;  for  the  conduct  imputed  to  the  accused  is  characterized  by  an  epithet  unlcnown  to  our  language. 
Being  unable  to  discover  it  in  any  vocabulary,  or  in  any  document  of  the  language,  either  of  science 
or  of  general  literature,  it  was  presumed  to  be  a  term  of  art,  and  peculiar  to  the  art  military.  But  no 
research  in  our  power  to  make  into  the  nomenclature  of  that  art  has  been  attended  with  any  greater 
success.  The  next  process  was  to  resort  to  the  etymology  of  the  word;  and  presuming  it  to  be  the  nega- 
tive or  privative  of  "  subordinate,"  the  validity  of  the  charge,  as  a  precise  accusation  under  some  naval 
article  of  war,  was  tried  by  that  test.  But  it  was  not  found  that  the  negative  article  of  that  adjective 
could,  by  any  possibility,  be  made  out  to  be  such  an  accusation.  Then  presuming  that  the  adjective 
"  subordinate"  might  have  some  peculiar  and  technical  meaning,  distinct  from  what  is  affixed  to  it  in  the 
language  of  science  and  general  literature,  military  dictionaries  and  other  works  upon  the  art  military 
have  been  consulted,  but  in  vain,  to  detect  any  such  technical  meaning.  On  the  contrary,  the  only  book 
on  military  affairs  (and  that  is  one  expressly  written  on  military  jurisprudence)  in  which  our  very  par- 
tial research  has  discovered  the  word,  uses  it  precisely  in  the  same  sense  as  it  is  found  in  the  language 
of  science  and  general  literature — that  is,  as  indicating  the  gradations  in  the  series  of  military  rank;| 
exactly  agreeing  with  the  definition  of  the  word  given  by  the  best  authorities — "inferior  in  order; 
descending  in  a  regular  series."  So  the  negative  of  this  quality  would  charge  Commodore  Porter  with 
"  conduct  not  inferior  in  order,  not  descending  in  a  regular  series;"  and  under  what  article  of  war  may 
such  conduct  be  brought?  The  process  of  etymology  has  been  pushed  still  further  in  order  to  discover 
the  true  meaning  of  this  charge;  the  substantive  "subordination"  has  been  pressed  into  the  service; 
and  'tis  found  that,  in  military  language,  it  has  acquired  a  meaning  somewhat  different  from  that  by 
which  it  is  generally  defined  and  understood — namely,  an  obedience  to  orders. §  Then,  if  by  any  legiti- 
mate coinage,  "insubordinate  conduct"  could  be  understood  as  expressing  the  negative  of  subordination, 
we  have  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  charge  of  "disobedience  of  orders,  and  conduct  unbecoming  an 
officer;"   a  repetition  verbatim  et  literatim  of  the  first  charge,  for  which  the  accused  is  now  under  trial. 

This  identity  of  the  first  and  second  charges,  thus  elaborated  from  the  devious  circumlocution  of 
loose  anologies  of  the  periphrasis  supposed  to  be  couched  in  the  terms  of  the  second  charge,  is  the  most 
favorable  interpretation,  for  the  dilemma  is  fairly  put:  it  must  have  that  meaning,  or  no  meaning. 

In  that  sense  of  the  charge,  which  of  the  five  specifications,  or  what  circumstance  in  any  of  them, 
squints  at  any  disobedience  of  orders? 

The  second  member  of  the  charge,  "  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer,"  though  free  from  the  solecism 
of  language  apparent  in  the  other,  is  equally  foreign  to  the  terms  and  definitions  of  any  naval  article  of 
war.  Even  under  the  extremely  vague  terms  of  the  83d  military  article  of  war  (which  is  here  dis- 
tanced in  vagueness  and  uncertainty)  it  would  be  utterly  untenable;  but,  as  the  naval  code  contains  no 
analogous  articles,  there  can  be  less  justification  here  of  this  indefinite  and  unintelligible  charge. 
Nothing  is  more  uncertain,  nothing  more  dependent  upon  the  evanescent  caprices  of  taste  and  fashion, 
than  what  may  "  become  an  officer."  It  may  be  very  unbecoming  in  him  to  do  a  thousand  of  the  most 
innocent  or  indifferent  things  in  the  world;  he  may  wear  his  hat,  or  his  sword,  or  his  coat,  after  a  very 
unbecoming  fashion;  what  might  be  very  becoming  in  a  young  lieutenant  of  twenty,  might  be  quite 
otherwise  in  the  hoary  veteran.  In  short,  there  is  no  end  to  the  minute  instances  in  which  he  may  trans- 
gress the  decorums  of  life  and  good  breeding,  without  bringing  himself  within  any  of  the  penal  prohi- 
bitions of  military  law. 

The  charge  itself  being  vicious  and  defective  in  its  terms,  it  becomes,  in  a  measure,  useless  to 
inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  specifications;  for  if  the  charge  falls,  the  whole  substratum  of  the  specifi- 
cations, everything  that  gives  them  significancy  or  application,  is  taken  away. 

We  have  not,  however,  stopped  here,  but  have  endeavored  to  discover  whether  these  specifications 
ascertained,  with  any  precision,  the  true  meaning  and  gravamen  of  the  charge.  The  result  will  be  found 
in  the  following  summary  of  them. 

•  Adye,  p.  127-8;  Tytler,  p.  217,  244,  358;  1  McArthur,  281-2;  Macomb,  89,  172. 

t  Vide  Laws  U.  S.,  vol  3,  p.  368,  art.  38. 

i  McArthur,  ch.  2,  s.  1,  p.  15-16. 

§  Daane's  Military  Dictionary,  invoc. 
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Spccijirafion  1.  In  explainingt  he  meaning  of  the  charge,  by  thi.s  specification,  a  notable  instance 
of  the  old  ])aradox  of  the  "  ignolum  per  ignotins,"  met  us  at  the  threshhold:  of  the  obscure  explained  by 
the  more  obscure;  "confusion,  worse  confounded,"  followed  from  explaining  "insubordinate  conduct"  by 
"insubordinate  letters."  We  are  here  told  that  the  conduct,  complained  of  in  the  charge,  consisted  in 
the  writing  of  "various  letters  of  an  in.iuhordinate and  disrespectful  character."  Here,  our  old  difficulty, 
from  the  new-coined  word,  inauhordinate,  again  epposes  our  research  after  a  meaning — a  difficulty  cer- 
tainly not  diminished  by  being  applied  to  letters.  Our  former  analogical  definition,  "  disobedience  of 
orders,"  seems  to  be  further  from  the  mark  than  ever.  It  might  be  well  enough  conceived  how  a  man 
might  be  ordered  not  to  write  a  letter,  and  might,  by  writing  one,  disobey  the  order;  but  how  the  letter 
itself  could  acquire  the  quality  or  character  of  being  "insubordinate,"  is  not  so  easy  t«  be  imagined. 
Now,  take  the  other  characteristic  of  these  letters,  that  of  being  "  disregpect/ul,"  and  what  article  of 
war  denounces  "disrespectful  letters"  as  a  military  offence?  Besides,  neither  the  tenor  nor  the  sub- 
stance and  effect  of  these  letters  is  set  forth;  then  how  are  they  disrespectful?  In  what  degree;  in  what 
does  the  disrespect  consist;  and  to  whom  was  it  offered?  All  these  particulars  are  left  to  the  vaguest 
and  most  uncertain  conjecture.  There  would  be  no  end  to  the  possible  modes  and  degrees  in  which  a 
letter  may  be  deemed  disrespectful.  The  disrespectful  character  here  imputed  to  these  letters  may  consist 
of  such  a  minute  transgression  of  high  breeding  as  that  mentioned  in  a  certain  popular  novel;  where  a 
very  refined  and  fastidious  gentleman,  receiving  a  letter  sealed  with  a  wafer,  instead  of  imx,  indignantly 
spurns  at  it  as  contaminated  by  the  spittle  of  the  writer.  , 

Upon  this  whole  subject  of  disrespectful  letters,  or  disrespectful  conduct,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  no  such  offence,  in  anj'  of  its  modes  or  degrees,  is  to  be  found  among  the  naval  articles  of  war.  The 
5th  and  6th  of  the  military  articles  do,  indeed,  punish  contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  towards  a  cer- 
tain description  of  enumerated  persons;  but  there  are  no  such  articles  in  the  naval  code;  and  if  there 
were,  there  is  no  charge  or  specification  to  bring  the  case  within  them.  The  naval  code  punishes  mutinous 
words,  and  the  treatment  of  a  superior  officer  with  contempt.*  There  is  no  pretence  here  that  any  con- 
duct or  any  language  of  Com.  Porter  was  liable  to  either  of  these  imputations.  "Contempt"  to  a  supe- 
rior officer,  is  a  technical  term,  and  is,  by  no  means,  necessarily  comprehended  in  the  imputation  of 
"disrespectful  letters,"  or  "disrespectful  insinuations."  Besides,  there  is  not  in  this  charge,  or  in  any  of 
the  specifications,  the  least  suggestion  that  any  disrespect  was  conveyed,  either  by  the  letters  or  by  the 
insinuations,  to  a  superior  officer,  within  the  meaning  of  the  13th  naval  article.  But  the  specifications 
are  all  so  radically  and  incurably  defective,  in  other  respects,  that  this  is  scarce  worth  mentioning. 

Specification  2.  This  might  be  discussed  by  a  single  question,  namely:  What  article  of  war,  or 
what  other  law,  had  made  it  unlawful,  or,  in  any  sense,  imjwoper,  to  publish  the  proceeding's  of  the  court 
of  inquiry  after  that  court  had  made  its  report — had  finally  disposed  of  the  subject,  and  had  been  dis- 
solved? The  proceedings  of  the  court  were  necessarily  open  and  public  to  all  the  world;  all  the  world 
was  free  to  publish  them;  and  why  not  Commodore  Porter? — if,  indeed,  it  be  not  a  solecism  in  terms  to 
accuse  him  of  publish  ng  what  was  already  public,  without  any  agencj',  active  or  passive,  on  his  part. 

This  presents  a  very  different  question  from  that  of  publishing,  during  the  jyrogress  and  pendency  of 
a  trial,  detailed  reports  of  the  evidence,  from  day  to  daj- — a  practice  peculiarlj'  incompatible  with  the 
order  of  proceeding,  and  principles  of  practice  in  military  courts,  and  .highly  improper  and  mischievous, 
for  many  obvious  reasons,  in  any  court.  If  Commodore  Porter  had  violated  the  respect  and  duty  incum- 
bent on  him,  as  a  party  before  the  court  of  inquiry,  by  making  any  such  obnoxious  publication,  he 
would,  doubtless,  have  been  called  to  a  summary  account  bj-  the  court,  in  the  exercise  of  its  incidental 
power  to  punish  the  contempts  of  parties  and  witnesses.  But  with  the  trial,  every  reason  against  a 
detailed  and  public  report  of  the  proceedings  ceased;  and,  accordingly,  it  is  one  of  the  most  ordinary, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  most  unquestioned  rights,  to  publish  such  reports  after  the  trial.  In  this 
case  the  functions  of  the  court  of  inquiry^  upon  which  such  publication  might  have  operated  improperly, 
had  ceased;  and  if  any  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  in  practice,  from  publications  which  may 
operate  on  the  deliberations  of  the  Executive,  by  convincing  or  informing  his  judgment,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  punish  the  act  when  some  l^w  shall  have  made  it  an  offence.  In  this  specification,  then,  is  the 
absence  of  every  circumstance  that  might  have  shown  how  this  publication  was,  either  actually  or  possibly, 
mischievous.  The  nature  of  the  proceedings,  so  published,  and  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  publication, 
are  circumstances  that  are  altogether  overlooked. 

Specification  3.  "An  incorrect  statement  of  the  proceedings."  Here,  again,  we  ask,  what  definite 
idea,  either  of  \hefact,  or  of  the  gravamen  of  the  charge,  does  this  specification  afford?  Wherein  does 
the  incorrectness  consist?  Is  it  in  the  punctuation,  the  orthography,  the  syntax,  or  any  other  trans- 
gressicm  of  grammatical  rules?  In  what  degree,  and  to  what  extent,  is  it  incorrect?  and  with  what 
design  or  motive  was  it  made  so?  Is  it  in  material  or  immaterial  circumstances;  from  inadvertency  or 
design?  Here,  again,  we  are  left  to  illimitable  conjecture;  for  all  these  particulars,  which  should  have 
been  distinctly  and  precisely  detailed,  and  set  forth  in  the  charge  and  specifications,  and  which,  after 
they  had  been  drawn  out  in  the  minutest  detail,  could  have  constituted  no  offence  cognizable  by  this 
court,  unless  criminal  falsehood,  from  corrupt  or  malicious  motives,  could  have  been  imputed,  so  as  to 
make  out  a  charge  of  scandalous  conduct,  &c.,  under  the  3d  naval  article  of  war. 

S[jecifix:ation  4.  Here  we  have  nothing  but  a  new  version,  without  the  least  amendment,  in  point  of 
minuteness  or  precision,  of  the  3d  specification.  It  contains  only  some  additional  aggravation,  but  not 
one  additional  fact;  the  aggravation  is  that  the  same  publication  contained  insinuations,  highly  dis- 
respectful to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  to  the  court  of  inquiry.  This  might,  also,  be  disposed  of  by 
a  single  question,  namely,  what  article  of  the  naval  code  makes  any  such  disrespectful  insinuations 
criminal?  But  it  may  be  further  asked,  what  passages  of  the  publication  were  fraught  with  these  insinua- 
tions, and  with  wliat  insinuations  were  they  fraught?  were  not  all  these  particulars  specified,  so  that  the 
court  might  have  judged,  for  itself,  whethe-  the  inuendoes  were  legitimate  deductions  from  the  cmtext; 
and,  if  so,  whether  disrespectful,  and  in  what  degree,  and  to  whom?  As  it  now  stands,  the  whole  matter  is 
left  so  vague  and  uncertain  as  to  defy  the  sagacity  of  the  most  experienced  jury  of  sworn  guessers — if, 
as  has  been  reported,  but  I  know  not  upon  what  authority,  there  ever  were,  at  any  time  or  place,  any 
such  auxiliary  to  the  regular  administration  of  justice. 

Sjjecification  5.  After  what  has  been  said  of  the  others,  this  requires  little  or  no  comment.     What 
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particular  documents  ai-e  here  alluded  to  and  intended,  under  the  general  description  of  "official  com- 
munications and  correspondence,"  or  of  "public  orders  and  instructions;"  whether  there  were  any 
injunction  of  secrecy  respecting  them,  either  express,  from  a  competent  authority,  or  necessarily  implied  by 
their  nature  and  character;  to  whom  they  were  disclosed;  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  manner 
how;  are  circumstances  unexplained  and  altogether  overlooked,  which  it  would  be  vain  to  guess  at; 
and  if,  perchance,  they  should  be  come  at  by  the  most  fortunate  and  miraculous  of  guessers,  they  would 
be  utterly  inconsequential  and  useless,  under  the  existing  frame  of  the  principle  charge. 

No  one  circumstance,  either  of  the  distinctive  description  and  identity  of  the  documents,  or  of  the 
time,  place  or  manner  of  their  publication,  is  given;  except  that  one  set  is  said  to  have  been  "made 
public,"  "in  the  same  publication"  referred  to  in  the  former  specification:  and  that  the  other  set  is  said 
to  have  been  "made  public,"  "on  other  occasions,"  within  a  given  period  of  about  eight  or  nine  months. 
Now,  if  every  other  objection  were  out  of  the  way,  what  should  be  said  to  this  latitude  of  time,  in  the 
face  of  the  conclusive  authorities,  above  cited,*  by  which  the  utmost  latitude  allowed  (and  that  only 
in  extraordinary  cases,  and  from  an  evident  necessity)  is  an  alternative  either  of  the  day,  or  of  the 
month,  immediately  preceding  or  succeeding  some  certain  day  or  month  named  in  the  specification? 

The  aim  and  ultimate  end  of  these  objections  are  analogous  to  a  motion  to  quash  an  indictment,  ia 
a  court  of  common  law,  for  any  inherent  vice  in  its  frame,  which  makes  it  evidently  vain  and  fruitless  to 
proceed  with  the  trial  of  it. 

The  counsel  would  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  remark,  that,  in  raising  these  objections  against  the 
regularity  and  the  efficacy  of  the  procedure  in  this  case,  and  taking  some  pains  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
his  objections,  he  was  actuated  by  public  considerations,  apart  from  the  particular  interests,  and  uncon- 
nected with  the  personal  wishes  and  inclinations  of  his  distinguished  client.  The  principles  involved  in 
these  objections  are  certainly  of  general  interest,  and  permanent  importance  to  the  service;  and  now, 
amid  the  repose  of  a  profound  peace,  is  the  accepted  time  to  adjust  the  land-marks,  and  consolidate  the 
bulwarks  of  right  and  justice,  in  matters  of  military  judicature;  to  establish  well  considered  and  safe 
precedents;  and  to  supersede  all  such,  if  any  there  be,  as,  amid  the  haste  and  confusion  of  active  service, 
liave  been  unadvisedly  and  silently  admitted  in  practice,  to  the  peril  of  the  individual  security,  the  dig- 
nity and  respectability  of  our  military  establishments. f  All  these  considerations,  doubtless,  deserve, 
and  will  receive  the  deliberate  attention  of  this  court;  but  they  are  not  such  as,  alone,  should  have 
determined  the  professional  course  of  the  counsel  in  the  conduct  of  his  client's  defence.  He  clearly  per- 
ceived, from  the  frame  of  the  second  charge  and  its  specifications,  that  the  whole  matter  of  accusation, 
therein  exhibited,  not  being  within  the  prescribed  limits  of  this  court's  jurisdiction,  was  necessarily 
excluded  from  it;  and,  being  coram  non  judice,  the  trial  of  it  would,  necessarily,  be  a  vain  and  fruitless 
consumption  of  time  and  labor;  it  could  be  brought  to  no  judicial  decision  or  conclusion  of  guilt  or 
innocence;  his  client  could  neither  be  acquitted  nor  condemned.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  his 
imperious  duty  to  quash  a  tedius  and  unpleasant  discussion;  irksome  to  all  who  feel  an  interest  (and  it 
is  an  interest  coextensive  with  the  limits  of  the  country)  in  the  tranquillity  or  reputation  of  the  eminent 
and  meritorious  public  functionaries  involved  in  this  dispute.  To  the  force  of  the  reasons  Commodore 
Porter  has,  at  length,  yielded;  after  the  earnest  representations  and  unequivocal  advice  of  his  counsel 
had  overcome  a  very  natural  and  unaflected  reluctance  to,  or  to  have  done,  in  his  behalf,  anything  that 
might  expose  him  to  any  possible  suspicion  of  a  desire  to  evade  a  trial  of  the  charge  upon  the  evidence. 
Indeed,  enough  may  be  inferred,  even  from  the  very  vague  and  unsatisfactory  intimations  of  the  charge 
and  its  specifications;  from  their  cautious  evasion,  or  timid  recoil  from  every  approach  to  a.  criminal  accu- 
sation, without  adverting  to  other  matters  of  public  notoriety,  to  repel  every  possible  presumption  of  his 
fearing,  or  having  reason  to  fear,  the  least  detriment  from  the  most  comprehensive  and  minute  investiga- 
tion into  this  branch  of  the  accusation. 


Answer  of  the  judge  adoocate  to  the  preceding  objections  subm,itted  by  Commodore  Porter's  counsel. 

The  paper  submitted  to  the  court  on  Saturday  was  stated  by  the  counsel  of  Captain  Porter  not  to  bo 
precisely  in  that  state  in  which  he  wished  to  annex  it  to  the  record.  AVith  a  view  of  enabling  him  to 
complete  the  transcribing  of  it,  and  to  correct  any  verbal  inaccuracies  which  might,  in  the  hurry  of  copy- 
ing, have  inadvertently  crept  into  it,  it  was  left  with  him  under  an  engagement  that  it  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  me  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  Not  having  received  it,  I  was  compelled  to  dispatch  a  mes- 
senger for  it  on  the  following  morning,  and  it  was  not  until  about  half  after  ten  o'clock  that  it  was  put 
into  my  hands. 

These  circumstances  are  now  referred  to  as  my  apology  to  the  court  for  the  imperfect  manner  in 
which  it  may  be  supposed  I  have  replied  to  the  long  and  ingenious  paper  of  the  accused,  the  work  of  an 
accomplished  and  skillful  lawyer  and  scholar,  prepared  with  ample  time  for  reflection  and  research,  and  to 
which  I  am  thus  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  reply  in  the  brief  period  of  a  few  hours.  Unwilling,  how- 
ever, that  any  delay  in  the  proceedings  of  the  ctmrt  should  be  attributed  to  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  court  as  full  an  exposition  of  my  views  and  opinions  upon  the  question  submitted  for  its  decision 
as,  in  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  referred,  is  practicable. 

It  will  scarcely  be  expected  or  desired  by  the  court,  that  I  should  follow  the  learned  and  ingenious 
counsel  through  the  discursive  course  which  his  exuberant  powers  enable  him  to  pursue,  with  so  much 
facility,  beauty,  and  fancy,  upon  almost  every  occasion.  I  shall  consider  the  questions  in  a  simple  and 
practical  manner,  and  only  labor  so  to  present  my  views,  as  that  they  be  at  once  perfectly  intelligible  to 
the  members  of  the  court,  who  are  not  presumed  to  be  very  deeply  skilled  in  legal  technicalities  or  philo- 
logical criticisms,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibit  a  full  answer  to  the  argument  that  has  been  submitted. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  to  examine  critically  the  various  subjects  which  have  been  urged  to  the 
second  charge,  and  the  specifications  thereof,  I  would  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  preliminary  remarks  for 
the  consideration  of  the  court. 

The  analogy,  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  learned  counsel  to  draw  between  the  proceedings  of 
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civil  courts  and  military  tribunals,  and  on  which  he  has  exhibited  so  much  ingenuity  and  deep  research,^ 
is  admitted  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  object  of  all  forensic  proceedings  is  the  same,  and  the  forms  of 
practice  calculated  to  attain  the  end  in  view  may  well  be  supposed,  even  in  ditferent  ages  and  in  remote 
countries,  to  bear  a  considerable  resemblance  to  each  other.  Still  more  reasonable  is  it  to  presume  that 
the  original  practice  of  military  courts  was  in  a  great  measure  borrowed  from  that  which  had  been  previ- 
ously established  in  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  same  country.  The  principles  of  both  were  originally  the 
same,  the  forms  of  proceeding  were  analogous,  and  though  modifications  would  inevitably  be  introduced, 
from  a  variety  of  causes,  and  many  forms  familiar  to  the  one  be  unknown  to  the  other,  yet  a  considerable 
resemblance  would  continue  to  subsist.  It  is,  therefore,  generallj'  laid  down  by  all  writers  on  military 
courts,  that  when  their  own  rules  of  practice  and  principles  of  decision  are  not  calculated  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  particular  case,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  civil  courts  of  the  same  country  to  supply 
the  deficiency.  A  reference  ought  perhaps  to  be  made  on  the  present  occasion  to  the  practice  of  the  com- 
mon law  courts,  and  the  result  of  such  reference  may  be  widely  different  from  what  is  contemplated  by 
the  accused.  No  principle  of  law  is  better  established  in  the  civil  courts  of  our  country,  as  well  those  of 
criminal  jurisdiction  as  those  which  are  confined  to  the  decision  of  private  controversies — those  which 
are  governed  by  the  principles  of  the  common  law  as  well  as  those  which  draw  their  origin  and  derive 
their  principles  of  proceeding  from  the  civil  or  Roman  law,  than  that  the  accused  in  criminal  prosecutions, 
and  the  defendant  in  private  controversies,  may  avail  himself,  by  way  of  defence,  of  a  defect  or  infor- 
mality in  point  of  law  in  the  charge  alleged,  or  may  controvert  the  facts  upon  which  he  is  sought  to  be 
convicted.  In  the  case  of  an  indictment  at  the  instance  of  the  government,  he  may  deny  the  facts  with 
which  he  is  charged,  or,  admitting  them,  may  deny  that  those  facts  amount  to  a  criminal  offence.  He  maj% 
to  employ  technical  language,  either  demur,  or  take  issue  upon  the  indictment.  He  cannot,  however,  do 
both.  He  cannot  plead  not  guilty  to  the  indictment,  and  at  the  same  time  controvert  its  sufficiency  in 
point  of  law.  He  may  resort  to  either  defence,  but  cannot  at  one  and  the  same  time  adopt  both.  The 
rule  is  the  same  in  civil  controversies,  and  the  practice  of  the  civil  law  courts  is  precisely  analogous. 

Conceding  then  that  the  analogy  exists,  for  which  the  accused  so  strongly  contends,  and  which  with 
certain  modifications  long  and  well  established,  undoubtedly  exists;  it  would  seem  to  follow,  necessarily, 
that  the  accused  in  the  present  instance  has  a  right  which  it  is  not  intended  to  controvert,  to  make  his 
option,  whether  he  will  demur  to  the  charge,  as  insufficient  in  law,  or  deny  it  as  unfounded  in  fact.  He 
has  chosen  the  former  course,  and  the  consequence  of  such  election  may  be  ascertained  by  reference  to 
the  practice  of  those  courts  from  which  his  right  is  derived.  "If  the  defendant  demur  to  the  indictment, 
whether  in  abatement  or  otherwise,  and  fail  in  the  argument,  he  shall  not  have  judgment  to  answer  over,  but 
the  decision  will  operate  as  a  conviction."  Such  is  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  one  of  the  writers  of  crimi- 
nal law  of  the  highest  authority.*  Unless  in  cases  where  the  punishment  is  death,  in  which,  from  prin- 
ciples of  humanity,  a  greater  latitude  is  allowed,  a  prisoner  who  demurs  to  the  indictment,  admits  the 
facts  with  which  he  is  charged,  and  rests  his  defence  upon  the  law  alone.  Should  the  indictment  be  deter- 
mined sufficient,  he  is  adjudged  guilty.  The  analogy  then  for  which  the  accused  contends  in  the  present 
case  would,  if  pressed  to  the  extent  to  which  it  must  be  carried,  if  admitted  at  all,  involve  this  conse- 
quence: that  if  it  should  be  determined  by  the  court  that  the  present  charge  and  the  specifications  under 
it,  do  contain  an  averment  of  an  offence  of  which  this  court  can  take  cognizance,  he  is  precluded  from 
going  into  any  evidence  either  of  exculpation  or  mitigation,  but  must  by  the  decision  of  the  court  against 
the  validity  of  these  exceptions,  be  adjudged  guilty  to  the  full  extent  of  all  with  which  he  is  charged. 
Having  selected  the  ground  on  which  he  will  rest  his  defence,  the  very  doctrine  for  which  he  so  vehe- 
mently contends,  confines  him  to  that,  and  to  that  alone. 

The  present  application  to  the  court  is  assimilated  by  the  counsel  for  the  accused  to  a  motion,  some- 
times made  in  criminal  courts,  to  quash  the  indictment.  The  resemblance  is  defective  in  numerous  par- 
ticulars. It  will  be  unnecessary  to  refer  to  more  than  one,  which  is  perfectly  decisive  of  this  question, 
and  which  is  distinctly  stated  by  the  same  author  from  whom  I  have  just  quoted.  "  It  is,  therefore,  a 
general  rule,  that  no  indictments  which  charge  the  higher  offences,  as  treason  or  felony;  or  those  crimes 
which  immediately  affect  the  public  at  large,  as  perjury,  forgery,  extortion,  conspiracies,  subornation, 
keeping  disorderly  houses,  or  offences  affecting  the  highways,  not  executing  legal  process,  will  be  thus 
summarily  set  aside. "f 

Another  remark  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  court,  not  merely  as  strongly  cor- 
roborating the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  already  pointed,  but  from  its  own  intrinsic  importance.  At 
least  two  of  the  specifications  charge  a  fact,  which,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  controverted;  and  the  only 
question  which  could  seriously  be  contested  before  this  court,  would  be  that  now  raised, — do  the  facts 
therein  set  forth,  constitute  offences  for  which  the  accused  can  be  made  amenable  before  a  military  tribu- 
nal? It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  and  indeed  the  counsel  for  Captain  Porter  has  intimated  to  me,  that  the 
fact  of  publishing  the  pamphlet  alleged  in  the  second  specification,  and  various  instances  of  the  facts 
averred  in  the  fifth  specification,  will  be  admitted.  The  facts  being  conceded,  not  merely  by  inference  of 
law,  but  literally,  the  only  question  remaining  is,  do  they  constitute  an  offence  of  which  this  court  can 
take  cognizance.  The  determination  of  that  question  is,  at  all  events,  therefore,  to  that  extent,  a  decision 
as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused.  By  the  oath  administered  at  the  organization  of  the  court, 
the  promulgation  of  the  sentence  of  the  court  is  prohibited  to  each  of  its  members,  and  to  the  judge  advo- 
cate. If,  therefore,  this  question  should  now  be  decided,  as  merely  a  collateral  one,  and  that  decision  not 
be  regarded  as  a  final  determinaiion  of  the  case,  and  as  such  announced  to  the  Department,  the  conse- 
quence seems  inevitable.  So  much  of  the  sentence  of  the  court  as  ascertains  whether  the  accused  is  or  is 
not  guilty,  is  promulgated  contrary  to  the  oath  which  has  been  taken.  These  considerations  can  scarcely 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  very  able  counsel  of  the  accused;  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 
consequences  which  have  been  pointed  out  were  not  anticipated.  At  all  events,  the  court  has  been  placed 
in  this  dilemma  by  the  accused,  and  upon  him  must  the  consequences  rest. 

I  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  court,  another  view  of  this  ques- 
tion, not  confined,  in  its  application,  to  the  present  case,  but  of  great  and  general  importance.  Military 
tribunals  are,  as  has  been  conceded  by  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  in  many  essential  respects,  courts  of 
honor.  Many  of  the  charges  wliich  it  is  usual  to  try  before  them,  involve  considerations  of  infinitely 
higher  moment,  to  the  individual  arraigned,  than  the  mere  punishment  to  which,  if  found  guilty,  he  will 
be  exposed.     The  honor  of  an  officer  in  the  navy  should  be  infinitely  dearer  to  him  than  any  other  con- 
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sideration.  The  members  of  such  courts  are  far  better  qualified  to  decide  upon  questions  of  this  character 
than  upon  the  subtilties  of  special  pleading-  or  the  refinements  of  verbal  criticism.  It  will  be  a  subject  of 
regret,  should  it  become  common  in  the  service,  for  officers  charged  with  conduct  unbecoming  their 
character,  involving  their  personal  lioudr  and  veracity,  to  rest  their  defence  upon  technical  formalities 
and  critical  niceties,  which,  even  if  iilh.wid  \n  jUMtcM-t  thcui  iVnm  puiiishnnMit,  will  leave  them  exposed  to 
obloquy  and  odium  as  guilty,  in  puint  ut  lact.  ol'  wluit  is  ijcrliai.s  in  iiuuciirate  language  alleged  against 
them.  What  gratification  will  it  liereafter  iitl'urd,  either  to  the  high-niinded  honorable  gentlemen  who 
usually  compose  a  court-martial,  or  to  the  high-minded  and  honorable  associates  and  companions  of  one 
arraigned  before  them  for  conduct  unbecoming  his  rank  and  station,  if  on  the  strength  of  a  precedent 
established  by  such  authority  as  this  tribunal,  the  accused  should  be  absolved  from  punishment  because 
the  person  who  drafted  the  charges  has  committed  a  verbal  inaccuracy  or  tei-hnical  ciidr,  which,  though 
it  may  nullify  the  charge  in  point  of  form,  leaves  the  character  of  the  accused  burthcncd  with  all  the 
odium  which  the  accusation  itself  creates,  augmented  by  the  tacit  admission  of  guilt  wliich  is  involved 
by  resting  his  defence,  not  upon  a  denial  of  the  fact,  but  a  nicety  of  special  pleading  or  a  philological 
criticism. 

So  long  as  the  members  of  a  court-martial  can  perceive  that  the  offence  charged  is  couched  in  lan- 
guage sufficiently  perspicuous  and  precise  to  apprise  the  accused  of  what  he  is  called  upon  to  answer,  so 
long,  it  is  hoped,  will  they  be  averse  to  receive  any  defence  grounded  upon  mere  defects  of  form.  Such 
tribunals  will  ever  be  opposed  to  trj'ing  a  brother  officer  upon  charges  purposely  couched  in  ambiguous 
language,  calculated  to  mislead  or  entrap  the  accused.  While  they  will  be  disposed  to  exact  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution,  all  information,  and  every  light  which  can  be  required  by  the  prisoner  fairly  and  fully 
to  meet  and  refute  the  charge,  they  will  be  equally  indisposed  to  demand  that  degree  of  precision  and 
formality  which,  while  it  contributes  no  aid  towards  preparing  the  defence,  or  guarding  against  oppres- 
sion or  surprise,  only  enlarges  the  field  for  the  display  of  ingenious  and  captious  criticism. 

When  such  ceases  to  be  the  regulating  principle  of  courts-martial,  all  that  now  constitutes  the  pride 
and  honor  of  the  service  will  be  at  an  end.  Officers,  instead  of  devoting  their  time  and  attention  to 
their  professional  duties,  instead  of  cherisliing  a  lofty  and  chivalrous  sense  of  honor,  instead  of  encour- 
aging that  spirit  and  feeling  which,  while  it  confers  dignity  and  magnanimity  upon  the  superior,  gives 
elevation  and  respect  to  the  inferior  in  rank,  will  resort  to  the  quirks  and  quibbles  of  the  special  pleader, 
the  subtle  casuistry  of  the  professional  logician,  or  the  pedantic  refinements  of  the  verbal  critic.  How 
far  such  a  change  is  desirable  rests  with  this  court  to  determine.  Witli  great  justice  has  it  been 
remarked  that  the  decisions  of  this  tribunal  will  be  looked  to  with  res|ioct  and  deference.  Precedents 
here  established  will  be  followed  hereafter;  and  great  weight  will  necessarily  be  attached  to  every  opinion 
emanating  from  such  high  authority.  An  appeal  of  a  somewhat  ijersuiuil  kind  was  a  day  or  two  since 
made  to  me.  A  hope  was  intimated,  and  that  hope  is  now  enforced  by  something  bearing  the  appearance 
of  a  threat,  if  not  gratified,  that  the  judge  advocate  would  drop  the  charg-e  to  which  exception  has  been 
taken.  It  seems  to  be  intimated  that  an  investigation  would,  or  might,  disturb  the  tranquillity  or  reputa- 
tion of  some  eminent  and  meritorious  public  functionaries  involved  in  the  dispute.  Such  a  step,  under 
these  circumstances,  would  lie  repugnant  to  the  wishes,  and  under  any,  would  be  wholly  beyond  the  pow- 
ers, as  well  as  inceinpatiMe  with  the  duties  of  a  judge  advocate.  The  charges  have  been  preferred  by 
the  government,  and  by  it  submitted  to  this  court  for  adjudication.  The  power  which  preferred  can  alone 
wilhdraw  the  accusation;  the  tribunal  to  which  it  has. been  referred  can  alone  judiciall^^  decide  it. 

It  may,  however,  be  observed  that  the  government  cannt)t  be  supposed  to  be  tenacious  upon  this 
subject,  nor  is  the  smallest  solicitude  felt  by  the  judge  advocate  as  to  the  decision  of  this  question. 
Those  who  alone  are  interested  are  the  accused  and  others  belonging  to  the  service;  and  such  a  decision 
as  is  craved  may  well  be  deprecated  by  them.  The  offences  charged  are  such  as  the  government  pos- 
sesses ample  means  to  punish.  It  can  vindicate  its  own  authority,  and  protect  itself  from  contumelious 
or  insulting  language.  Disrespectful  conduct  and  letters  to  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  have  here- 
tofore been  punished  without  the  instrumcmtality  of  a  court-martial,  and  may  be  again.  If  this  court 
shall  determine  that  such  conduct  and  such  language  constitute  no  oft'ence  of  which  it  can  take  cogni- 
zance, the  consequences  of  that  decision  will  be  felt,  and  felt  only  by  those  belonging  to  the  service. 
The  government,  instead  of  submitting  cases  of  this  deseription  to  the  determination  of  such  a  tribunal, 
instead  of  bringing  .those  who  have  offended  before  their  peers,  for  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  will  be  com- 
pelled by  the  principle  of  self  preservation  to  exercise  the  power  which  it  possesses,  of  punishing  the 
offenders.  The  act  of  submitting  this  case,  therefore,  to  this  court,  so  far  from  being  a  measure  at  which 
the  accused  ought  to  take  exception,  should  be  received  by  him  in  the  same  feeling  in  which  it  was  done. 
The  only  object  was  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  submitting  to  the  impartial  determination  of  his 
peers,  whether  any  justification,  any  extenuation,  any  apology,  could  be  offered  for  conduct  wliich  in  itself 
seemed  so  highly  reprehensible  and  so  deserving  of  ])unishinent.  If  this  court  shall  determine  that,  in 
point  of  law,  every  dflicer  in  tlu^  navy  may,  without  violating  any  article  of  tiie  naval  code,  and  without 
subjecting  liinisell"  to  imnislnnent  before  a"  niilitaiy  tribunal,  writi'  ilisi-espectiul  and  insubordinate  letters 
to  the  President  of  the  L'nited  .States,  and  to  lli<"  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  may  publish  to  the  world  his 
orders  and  instructions  from  tlie  government,  and  his  correspondence  willi  the  Department;  may  publish 
accurate  or  inaccurate  statements  of  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  inquiry,  while  the  same  are  under 
advisement  of  the  Executive;  may  make  charges  and  insinuations,  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  highly 
disrespectful  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  members  of  a  court  appointed  to  investigate  his  con- 
duet — so  let  it  be.  The  individual  charged  by  the  go\(  ininenl  with  such  insubordinate  conduct,  should 
be  the  last  to  desire  to  withdraw  such  an  accusation  from  the  dec  ision  of  his  brother  officers. 

On  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others  in  which  it  prefers  charges,  the  government  has  expressed  its 
opinion  that  the  acts  which  the  accused  is  alleged  to  have  committed  arfi  reprehensible,  and  deserve  pun- 
ishment. All  charges  brought  before  a  military  tribunal  necessarily  involve  the  idea  that  the  person  who 
prefers  them  conceives  the  facts  set  forth  to  be  criminal  to  the  extent  in  which  they  are  so  charged,  unless 
some  circumstances  of  justification  or  mitigation  can  be  presented.  The  single  object  of  submitting  the 
charges  to  the  consideration  of  the  court,  is  to  ascertain  judicially  whether  or  not  he  has  acted  as  he  is 
charged  with  acting,  and  whether  he  was  justified,  by  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  i)laced,  in  so 
acting.  In  the  present  instance  an  opiioriniiity  has  been  afforded  to  the  accused  bil'ore  this  high  tribu- 
nal, of  proving  that  he  was  authorized  to  use  tiie  language  which  is  accused  of  being  disrespectful;  that 
the  assertions  and  insinuations  alleged  to  be  not  wairanted  by  the  facts  were  true;  and  that  he  was  justi-. 
fiable  in  the  conduct  which  is  charged  to  be  reprehensible.      Instead  of  availing  himself  of  thisopportun  ty, 
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he  insists  that  these  allegations,  if  true,  contain  no  matter  to  which  he  can  be  called  upon  to  answer  before 
a  court-martial.     He  rests  his  defence  upon  the  law,  and  by  the  law  his  case  must  be  decided. 

I  shall  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine  the  objections  both  general  and  particular,  that  have  been 
urged,  and  shall  endeavor  to  satisfy  the  court  by  reason,  by  positive  enactment,  and  by  precedents  of 
high  authority,  that  this  charge,  and  each  and  every  of  the  specifications,  are  sufficient  in  point  of  law. 

On  the  present  occasion  it  may  be  considered  as  superfluous  to  disprove  the  correctness  of  a  general 
position  which  has  been  asserted  with  so  much  confidence  by  the  very  able  counsel  for  the  accused,  that 
no  ofience  can  be  tried  before  a  court-martial,  but  one  which  is  specially  prohibited  by  some  positive 
statutory  enactment.  To  show  that  the  learned  counsel  has  been  in  this  particular  not  quite  so  accurate 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  his  known  accomplishments  and  varied  erudition,  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
cite  a  single  passage  from  an  author  to  whom  he  has  frequently  referred.  Mr.  Tytler,  after  quoting  the 
36th  section  of  the  British  mutiny  act,  thus  proceeds  to  comment  upon  its  provisions:  "Although  it 
follows  from  these  clauses,  that  no  crime  which  is  mentioned  and  defined  by  the  articles  of  war,  is  pun- 
ishable by  a  court-martial  in  any  other  manner  than  that  which  is  specially  directed  by  those  articles; 
yet  it  does  not  follow  that  there  are  no  crimes  punishable  by  a  court-martial,  but  such  as  are  enumerated 
and  declared  to  be  punishable  by  the  articles  of  war."*  He  then  proceeds  to  show  that  a  court-mar- 
tial may  inflict  punishment  for  any  breach  of  the  regulations  or  orders  respecting  the  army,  though 
nothing  touching-  the  same  should  appear  in  the  mutiny  act  or  articles  of  war.  In  the  following  page  he 
continues:  "  But  there  are  offences  which  admit  of  no  precise  definition,  and  yet,  which  in  the  military 
profession,  are  of  the  most  serious  consequence,  as  weakening  and  subverting  that  principle  of  honor  on 
which  the  proper  discipline  of  the  army  must  materially  depend.  Of  these,  a  court-martial,  which  is  in 
the  highest  sense  a  court  of  honor,  are  themselves  appointed  the  sole  judges,  or  rather  the  legislators; 
for  it  is  in  their  breasts  to  define  the  crime,  as  well  as  to  award  the  punishment." 

Every  officer  in  the  navy,  occupies  a  particular  relation  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  his 
commanding  officer,  by  whose  appointment,  and  at  whose  pleasure  he  holds  his  commission.  Many 
instances  of  crimes  of  a  military  character  might  be  enumerated,  which  are  not  in  terms  prohibited  by 
any  code  of  naval  law.  Many  military  offences  it  would  be  impossible  to  define,  with  the  same  accuracy 
with  which  offences  at  common  law  are  defined.  Many  are  wholly  dependent  upon  the  relationship  which 
subsists  between  the  officer  and  his  superior.  Among  these  is  insubordination,  a  term  perfectly  well 
understood,  both  in  civil  life  and  in  military  service.  The  definition,  or  rather  description  of  subordina- 
tion, has  been  given  with  great  accuracy  in  one  of  the  works  to  which  the  learned  counsel  has  referred, 
and  it  will  hereafter  be  particularly  cited.  Without  subordination  no  service  can  exist,  no  discipline  be 
enforced,  no  harmony  preserved.  It  is  peculiarly  a  military  duty,  though  by  no  means  exclusively  so. 
The  general  peace  of  society,  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  families  cannot  coexist  with  insubordination. 
The  general  meaning  of  the  term  subordination,  may  be  distinctly  comprehended,  but  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  enumerate  all  the  cases,  much  less  to  describe  them  with  logical  accuracy,  in  which  an  officer 
may  be  guilty  of  insubordination.  The  meaning  of  the  term  being  comprehended,  and  no  soldier  can 
long  remain  ignorant  of  its  signification  or  of  the  necessity  for  enforcing  it,  its  application  to  particular 
cases,  must  be  determined  by  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court.  In  this  respect,  it  is  analogous  to  mutin- 
ous conduct,  disobedience  of  orders,  &c.,  which  must  always  and  necessarily  be  equally  vague  and  indefi- 
nite, and  be  equally  applicable  to  a  thousand  wholly  dissimilar  actions. 

So  also,  in  regard  to  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer,  or  as  the  same  idea  is  frequently  expressed  in 
military  books,  and  before  military  courts,  unofficer-like  conduct,  a  form  of  expression  which,  though  per- 
haps not  found  in  any  vocabulary,  is  as  intelligible  as  any  other  in  the  language.  Whether  any  particu- 
lar act  merits  this  epithet,  can  scarcely  be  a  matter  of  serious  doubt  among  officers  whose  own  characters 
and  demeanor  clearly  demonstrate  that  they  perfectly  well  understood  in  theory,  and  never  omit  in  prac- 
tice, a  conduct  which  becomes  their  rank  and  station.  If  doubts  on  such  a  question  should  arise,  they 
will  never  be  solved,  nor  will  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  tribunal  whose  duty  it  is  to  decide  them 
be  illuminated,  by  special  pleading  or  verbal  criticism.  The  instances  are  numerous  in  which  officers  in 
our  own  service  have  been  arraigned  before  military  courts  for  acts  which  are  stigmatized  as  unbecoming 
their  station,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  complete  disqualification  for  holding  a 
commission,  than  an  actual  ignorance  of  the  meaning  of  these  phrases. 

The  learned  counsel,  in  commenting  upon  this  charge,  has  alleged  that  "  the  conduct  imputed  to  the 
accused,  is  characterized  by  an  epithet  unknown  to  our  language;"  and,  after  exhausting  his  critical 
talents  in  conjecturing  its  meaning,  he  comes,  at  last,  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  signification  to  be 
attached  to  it,  the  most  favorable  to  the  prosecution,  is,  that  as  subordination  has,  by  one  single  author, 
been  made  to  signify  obedience  of  orders,  insubordination,  or  insubordinate  conduct,  must  mean  disobedi- 
ence of  orders. 

Without  indulging  the  idle  expectation,  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  compete  with  the  ingenious 
gentleman  in  his  philological  researches,  or  to  do  full  justice  to  a  specimen  of  verbal  criticism,  which, 
however  suitable  an  appendage  to  the  Diversions  of  Purley,  seems  to  have  wandered  out  of  its  proper 
sphere,  when  it  found  its  way  into  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial,  I  must  beg  the  indulgent  attention 
of  the  court  to  a  few  remarks. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  and  philosophic  writers,  whose  works  embellish  English  literature,  com- 
menting upon  a  similar  effort  of  ingenuity,  asserts  that  it  proceeds  "on  a  supposition,  founded  on  a  total 
misconception  of  the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  which,  in  the  history  of  language,  attach  different 
meanings  to  the  same  words,  and  which,  often,  by  slow  and  insensible  gradations,  remove  them  to  such 
a  distance  from  their  primitive  or  radical  sense,  that  no  ingenuity  can  trace  the  successive  steps  of  their 
progress."  f 

The  signification  which  the  learned  counsel  has  quoted  and  attributed  to  the  words  subordinate  and 
subordination  is  unobjectionable.  I  shall,  however,  show  that  they  are  employed  by  high  authorities  in  a 
sense  perfectly  appropriate  to  the  present  occasion. 

In  the  report  made  by  General  Scott,  containing  a  system  of  field  service  and  police,  submitted  to 
Congress  December  26,  1820,  p.  50,  and  approved  by  that  body,  in  giving  his  definition  of  discipline,  he 
attaches  to  it  this  meaning:  "correction,  or  the  enforcement  of  subordination;  the  award  and  infliction 
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of  punishment  consequent  on  a  breach  of  that  subordination,  that  is,  consequent  on  a  neglect  or  breach 
of  some  duty." 

In  the  present  military  code  it  is  repeatedly,  it  is  believed,  employed  in  the  same,  or  closely  analo- 
gous sense.  In  Duane's  Military  Dictionary,  quoted  by  the  learned  counsel,  it  is  thus  described:  "A 
perfect  submission  to  the  order  of  superiors;  a  perfect  dependence,  regulated  by  the  rights  and  duties  of 
every  military  man,  from  the  soldier  to  the  general.  Subordination  should  show  the  spirit  of  the  chief  in 
all  the  members;  and  this  single  idea,  which  is  manifest  to  the  dullest  apprehension,  suffices  to  show  its 
importance.  Without  subordination  it  is  impossible  that  a  corps  can  support  itself;  that  its  motions  can 
be  directed,  order  established,  or  the  service  carried  on.  In  effect,  it  is  subordination  that  gives  a  soul 
and  harmony  to  the  service;  it  adds  strength  to  authority,  and  merit  to  obedience;  and  while  it  secures 
the  efficacy  of  command,  reflects  honor  upon  its  execution.  It  is  subordination  which  prevents  every 
disorder,  and  procures  every  advantage  to  an  army." 

In  the  same  sense  is  the  word  employed  in  the  first  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  navy.  "  The  commanders  of  all  ships  and  vessels  of  war  are  strictly  enjoined  and  required 
to  show  in  themselves  a  good  example  of  virtue,  honor,  patriotism,  and  subordination." 

In  the  2d  vol.  of  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  p.  245-6,  that  eminent  authority  remarks:  "The 
army  was  consequently  found  in  a  state  of  almost  entire  disorganization,  an!  the  difficulty  of  establish- 
ing the  necessary  principles  of  order  and  subordination,  always  considerable  among  raw  troops,  was 
greatly  increased  by  the  short  terms  for  which  enlistments  had  been  made." 

In  a  letter  from  General  Washington  to  Governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  Note  XIX,  at  the  end  of  the 
same  volume  he  says  "discipline  and  subordination  add  life  and  vigor  to  military  movements." 

If  the  signification  of  this  term  should  be  considered  as  ascertained  by  the  foregoing  citations,  which 
have  been  introduced,  for  the  purpose  as  well  of  showing  the  military  sense  of  the  term,  as  the  high 
importance  of  the  military  duty  of  subordination,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  unnecessary  to  consume  time  in 
showing,  by  reference  to  equally  high  authorities,  the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  the  dangerous  character 
of  insubordination.  It  might  be  sufficient  to  quote  from  Dr.  Johnson's  preface  to  his  dictionary  a  single 
passage,  to  show  why  this  term  is  not  found  in  any  vocabulary  of  our  language,  if  such  indeed  be  the 
fact.  That  learned  lexicographer  observes:  "  of  some  forms  of  composition,  such  as  that  by  which  re  is 
prefixed  to  denote  repetition,  and  un  to  signify  contrariety  or  privation,  all  the  examples  cannot  be  accu- 
mulated, because  the  use  of  these  particles,  if  not  wholly  arbitrary,  is  so  little  limited  that  they  are  hourly 
affixed  to  new  words,  as  occasion  requires,  or  is  imagined  to  require  them." 

I  shall,  however,  cite  a  few  examples  of  the  use,  as  they  will  serve  to  show  the  signification  of  the 
word. 

The  chief  justice,  in  his  2d  volume  of  his  Life  of  Washington,  p.  32t,  speaking  of  the  character  of 
the  American  troops  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  observes:  "A  spirit  of  insubordina- 
tion seemed  to  pervade  the  whole  mass."  In  page  366,  referring  to  the  condition  of  the  American  army 
in  Canada,  under  the  command  of  General  Sullivan,  he  observes:  "  The  whole  were  in  a  state  of  total 
insuboi-dinatio7i." 

The  word  is  employed  repeatedly  by  the  very  able  and  accomplished  gentleman  who  prepared,  as 
counsel,  the  defence  of  Lieut.  Kennon.  In  p.  75  of  the  report  of  that  case,  he  saj's:  "  Do  not  believe  I  am 
an  advocate  for  insubordination.  If  one  expression  of  that  character  can  be  found  in  my  letter,  I  merit 
punishment  and  will  patiently  endure  it"  In  p.  88:  "The  testimonial  which  this  court  has  deigned  to 
afford  me  by  their  evidence  permits  me  to  say,  and  to  say  proudly,  that  I  have  never  dishonored  it  by  one 
act  of  insubordination  or  the  smallest  departure  from  duty."  In  p.  91:  "Discipline  is  exposed  to  two 
foes,  coming  from  opposite  quarters,  and  assailing  it  at  different  points.  Insubordination,  which,  founded 
on  man's  natural  impatience  of  control,  often  leads  the  inferior  to  resist  necessary  authority,  &c."  Again, 
in  the  same  page:  "  If  insubordination,  in  its  restlessness,  has  sometimes  raised  its  arm  against  rightful 
authority,  &c."  And  in  p.  92:  "I  venture  to  anticipate  such  a  decision  as  will  remove  this  unfounded 
opinion,  maintain  the  true  discipline  of  the  navy,  and  convince  all  grades  of  service  that,  though  insub- 
ordination will  always  receive  its  merited  punishment,  oppression  will  find  neither  countenance  nor 
impunity."  On  the  same  trial,  the  sentence  of  the  court,  drawn  up  by  the  judge  advocate,  bearing  the 
same  name  with  the  learned  counsel,  whose  ingenious  criticisms  have  given  occasion  to  this,  I  fear  tedious, 
examination,  and,  as  I  understand,  nearly  allied  to  him,  contains  this  sentence:  "  The  court  cannot,  by  its 
silence,  give  sanction  to  sentiments  which,  though  clothed  in  the  mantle  of  defence,  are  calculated  to  infuse 
principles  of  insubordination  in  the  navy." 

A  single  reference  to  an  English  work  will  be  sufficient.  Mr.  Tytler,  whose  learning  has  been  highly 
commended,  and  whose  authority  has  been  recognized  by  the  learned  counsel,  in  p.  86-7,  of  his  treatise, 
says,  speaking  of  Cromwell:  "Finding  that  the  whole  army  would  be  speedily  in  a  state  of  anarchy 
and  total  insubordination,  he  determined,  by  a  daring  exertion  of  power,  to  remedy  this  alarming 
disorder." 

After  these  citations,  I  feel  myself  fully  warranted  in  saying,  that  if  the  word  insubordination  had 
been  employed  instead  of  the  phrase  insubordinate  conduct,  no  possible  exception  could  have  been  taken 
to  it,  either  as  "a  solecism  in  language,"  or  indefinite  in  its  signification.  I  will  respectfully  submit  to 
the  court  whether  it  is  possible  even  for  the  microscopic  perceptions  of  the  learned  counsel  to  distinguish 
the  difference  between  them.  The  signification  of  both  is  the  same,  and  the  obvious  meaning  to  be 
attached  to  either  form  of  expression  is,  such  conduct  as  is  wholly  unsuitable  to  the  relation  which  sub- 
sists between  tlie  person  guilty  of  it,  and  his  superior  in  rank  and  authority. 

As  has  been  already  intimated,  my  object  in  multiplying  quotations,  has  been  not  merely  to  show 
the  propriety  and  legitimacy  of  the  expression  employed  in  this  charge,  but  also  to  establish  the  next 
position  upon  which  I  shall  proceed  to  make  an  additional  remark,  that  subordination  is  a  high  military 
duty,  and  insubordination  a  high  military  offence.  It  has  been  shown  that,  by  the  first  article  of  the 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  all  commanders  of  vessels,  &c.,  are  strictly  enjoined  to  show 
in  themselves  a  good  example  of  virtue,  honor,  patriotism,  and  subordination.  Why  this  injunction,  if 
those  to  whom  the  example  is  set  are  not  bound  to  follow  it?  if  insubordination  or  insubordinate  conduct 
be  not  a  military  offence?  To  require  that  the  military  law  should  specially  enjoin  subordination,  or  pro- 
hibit insubordinate  conduct,  would  be  as  wise  as  to  require  that  a  particular  statute  should  be  passed, 
specially  forbidding  the  violation  of  any  law,  and  requiring  obedience  to  law.  Every  citizen,  indepen- 
dently of  special  enactment  to  that  effect,  by  entering  into  the  social  compact,  by  the  very  act  of  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  community,  engages  to  obey  the  laws  of  that  society  to  which  he  has  attached 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS- MARTIAL.  339 

himself.  In  like  manner,  every  soldier,  by  connecting  himself  with  the  service,  assumes  upon  himself 
the  obligation  to  perform  the  military  duty  of  subordination. 

A  man  accused  before  a  court  of  common  law,  or  before  a  court-martial,  of  treason  or  murder,  may 
with  equal  show  of  reason  demand  to  have  the  particular  statute  pointed  out,  which  pi-ohibits  these  high 
offences.  None  such  can  be  produced.  In  the  law  of  God  is  found  the  prohibition,  "Thou  shalt  do  no 
murder:"  it  has  not  been  introduced  into  any  statutory  code  of  social  or  municipal  law,  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.     The  prohibition  in  them  is  tacit;  the  offence  is  described,  and  the  punishment  alBxed. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  language  of  this  charge  is  too  vague  and  equivocal;  that  it  does  not 
apprise  the  accused  of  what  he  is  called  upon  to  answer.  Numerous  authorities  have  been  cited  to 
enforce  and  illustrate  this  position.  A  reference  to  them  will  show,  that  the  learned  counsel  has  required 
far  more  minuteness  of  detail  than  is  warranted  by  any  writer  upon  military  law,  or  by  the  practice  of 
courts-martial.  Tytler,  in  the  passage  read  by  the  learned  counsel,  p.  213,  speaking  of  the  only  instance 
in  which  the  British  military  code  enjoins  a  particular  specification,  says:  "It  might,  perhaps,  be  argued 
that  in  other  crimes  such  specification  is  not  essentially  necessary;  and  it  must  be  owned  that,  in  prac- 
tice, it  has  been  too  frequently  dispensed  with,  and  a  general  charge  allowed,  as  of  mutiny,  disobedience 
of  orders,  disrespectful  conduct  to  superior  oflScers,  &c.  But  the  generality  of  such  charge,  although  it 
may  not  be  absolutely  reprobated  by  the  military  law,  or  amount  to  an  avoidance  or  annulling  of  the 
indictment,  affords,  in  every  case,  a  competent  and  weighty  objection  upon  the  part  of  the  accused,  which 
he  may  urge,  to  the  effect  of  having  the  charge  rendered  special,  by  a  pointed  detail  of  the  particular 
facts  on  which  it  is  founded."  The  same  idea,  in  the  same  language,  may  also  be  found  in  McComb's 
Treatise.  Prom  this  passage,  it  clearly  appears  that  a  prisoner  may  be  arraigned  before  a  court-martial 
upon  a  general  charge  of  mutinous  conduct,  disobedience  of  orders,  and  the  like,  without  any  specifica- 
tion; that  such  generality  of  language  does  not  vitiate  or  annul  the  indictment,  as  it  has  been  termed; 
and  that  the  only  course  by  which  the  accused  can  remedy  or  guard  against  the  inconvenience  to  which 
he  may  be  thereby  subjected,  is  to  require  of  the  prosecutor  particularly  to  specify  the  facts  which  he 
intends  to  prove  by  testimony.  In  the  present  instance,  therefore,  the  accused  would  be  unable  to  suc- 
ceed in  his  present  application  to  the  court,  if  the  charge  had  been  as  general  as  it  now  is,  and  unacom- 
panied  by  any  specification  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  alleged  criminality  consists.  If  he  appre- 
hended inconvenience,  or  surprise,  he  might  have  applied  to  the  court  to  require  such  detail,  before  he 
undertook  to  plead  to  the  charges. 

The  learned  counsel  has  indeed  intimated  that  this  cannot  be  done  in  this  country,  because  one  of  the 
articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy,  prohibits  any  alteration  in  the  charges,  after  the  same 
have  been  furnished  to  the  accused.  To  this  remark,  two  very  sufficient  and  conclusive  answers  present 
themselves.  First.  The  statement  of  the  prosecutor,  under  the  order  of  the  court,  of  the  particular  evi- 
dence by  which  he  designs  to  substantiate  the  general  charge,  neither  is  an  alteration  of  such  charge,  nor 
does  it  require  such  alteration  to  be  made;  it  is  a  wholly  intrinsic  act.  Secondly.  This  provision  is  made 
for  the  sole  protection  of  the  accused,  and  no  principle  of  law  is  more  clearly  settled,  than  that  any  one 
may  renounce  the  benefit  of  a  statutory  provision  designed  for  his  own  advantage.  If,  then,  the  accused 
had  called  for  such  a  detail,  as  Mr.  Tytler  says  he  may,  and  the  court  had  deemed  the  present  a  case  in 
which  he  was  entitled  to  a  more  particular  specification  of  the  facts  designed  to  be  given  in  evidence, 
such  detail  might  have  been  furnished  without  any  violation  of  the  law.  It  is  understood  that  precedents 
of  this  kind  exist  in  our  own  service;  and  if  none  has  yet  been  established,  it  would  have  furnished  no 
valid  exception  to  the  application. 

I  shall  now  briefly  proceed  to  cite  a  few  cases  in  which  this  generality  of  charge  has  been  allowed 
without  exception.  In  the  case  of  Captain  Shaw,  the  second  charge  was  "  unofiScer-like  and  ungentleman- 
like  conduct."  In  the  case  of  Sailing  Master  James  B.  Wright,  the  charge  was  "  unofficer-like  conduct." 
In  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Richardson,  the  charge  was  "  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  gen- 
tleman." In  the  case  of  Sailing  Master  Daniel  Dobbins,  the  charge  was  "  ungentlemanly  and  unofiicer-like 
conduct."  In  the  case  of  Midshipman  Payne,  the  first  charge  was  "defamation  of  character;"  and  the 
second,  "  unofiiccr-like,  ungentleman-like,  and  scandalous  conduct."  These  cases  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  such  a  charge  as  has  been  preferred  in  the  present  instance,  is  as  well  established  by  precedent  in 
our  own  service,  as  I  have  shown  it  to  be  by  a  reference  to  writers  on  military  law,  of  the  highest  autho- 
rity and  respectability. 

It  is,  however,  to  take  an  imperfect  and  incorrect  view  of  this  question,  to  consider  the  charge  as 
perfectly  insulated,  and  standing  by  itself.  Connected  with  the  specifications,  which  point  out  the  par- 
ticular instances  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  accused  is  alleged  to  be  insubordinate,  and  unbecoming  an 
officer,  he  could  scarcely  have  been  induced  to  suppose  that  the  particular  dress  in  which  he  might  choose  to 
appear,  the  fashion  of  wearing  his  sword  or  hat,  or  the  other  minor  directions  from  fashion,  or  the  com- 
mon routine  of  society,  to  which  reference  has  been  sportively  and  facetiously  made,  could  have  been 
intended  as  the  particular  instances  in  which  he  had  rendered  himself  amenable  to  this  charge.  All 
the  vagueness  and  indistinctiveness  alluded  to  by  the  counsel,  vanish  when  a  reference  is  made  to  the 
particular  facts  stated  in  the  specifications  of  this  charge.  It  is  not  by  the  charge  alone,  but  by  the 
charge  accompanied  by  the  specifications,  that  this  point  is  to  be  determined. 

To  these  specifications  I  shall  now  recur,  and  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  court  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  particular  exceptions  that  have  been  urged  against  them. 

The  first  specification  charges  the  accused  with  writing,  and  transmitting  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  letters  therein  referred  to,  which  are  alleged  to  be 
of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character,  thereby  violating  the  respect  due  from  every  officer  in 
the  Navy  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  impairing  the  discipline  of  the  service,  and  setting  a  most  dan- 
gerous and  pernicious  example. 

It  is  objected  to  this  specification,  that  it  does  not  set  out  the  language  alleged  to  be  disrespectful, 
and  that  it  does  not  charge  any  offence  cognizable  before  a  court-martial.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that 
such  an  exception  should  now,  for  the  first  time,  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  a  court-martial.  In 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Abbot,  the  third  specification  is  in  the  following  words:  "  In  that  he  did,  during 
the  time,  on  the  station  aforesaid,  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  August  last  past,  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covering  a  communication  written  in  his  own  handwriting,  or  by  his  direction 
and  request,  containing  numerous  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  charges,  against  his  superior  oificer, 
Captain  Isaac  Hull,  calculated  to  deprive  the  said  Captain  Hull  of  his  honorable  fame."  Here  a  letter  is 
referred  to  by  its  date  only,  as  containing  charges  of  a  very  serious  character  against  the  individual 
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therein  mentioned,  but  not  a  word  of  that  letter  is  recited  in  the  specification.  The  charge  and  specifications, 
in  that  case,  were  drawn  up  and  signed  by  Captain  Porter,  in  his  official  character  as  Navy  Commissioner. 
The  court,  consisting  of  members,  of  whose  intelligence  and  capacity,  it  would,  on  this  occasion,  be  indelicate 
to  speak,  as  three  of  them  are  now  sitting  on  this  case,  tried  Lieutenant  Abbot,  found  him  guilty,  and 
sentenced  him  to  be  punished  on  this  specification.  Neither  the  accused,  nor  the  very  eminent  counsel 
concerned  in  his  behalf,  William  Sullivan  and  Samuel  M.  Knapp,  Esquires,  ever  conceived  that  it  was 
necessary  to  set  forth  those  passages  in  the  letters,  which  were  deemed  reprehensible;  and  it  escaped  the 
observation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  objection  in  the  present  case  is  sustainable,  with  how  much  propriety  and  force  might  it 
not  then  have  been  urged?  So,  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Kenuon,  in  which  also  the  same  prosecutor  pre- 
ferred the  charges,  and,  on  the  trial  of  which,  three  of  the  members  of  the  present  court  sat,  the  first  spe- 
cification charged  the  accused  in  a  still  more  vague  and  general  manner  than  Captain  Porter  is  now 
charged,  "  by  falsely  and  maliciously  publishing,  in  the  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  Herald,  of  the  13th  of 
December,  and  in  the  column  dated  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  me  to  him, 
when  I  never  wrote  such  a  letter."  It  is  true  that  all  objections  arising  out  of  defects  of  form,  are,  on 
that  occasion,  distinctly  waived  by  the  accused,  who  rested  his  defence  exclusively  upon  the  broad  denial 
of  the  fact,  but  no  intimation  was  given  by  any  one  that  such  a  specification  was  deficient  in  that  parti- 
cular. So  in  the  case  of  Midshipman  Payne,  under  the  general  charge  before  mentioned  of  "  defamation 
of  character,"  the  specification  was,  "  that  he  did,  on  or  about  the  2d  of  September,  1821,  send  or  deliver 
to  Commodore  Jones  a  letter,  containing  a  numt^er  of  charges,  charging  Midshipman  Purveyance  with 
theft,  cowardice,  and  other  disgraceful  acts."  In  all  these  cases,  whether  because  such  an  exception 
never  occurred  to  the  accused  as  sustainable,  or  because  they  preferred  meeting  the  charge  on  the  broad 
basis  of  fact,  no  such  technical  objections  were  urged.  These  now  constitute  precedents  of  high  autho- 
rity, and  their  weight  is  increased  by  the  high  rank  of  the  accuser  in  the  two  first  cases,  the  exalted 
character  of  the  court  by  which  they  were  tried,  and  the  eminent  abilities  and  legal  erudition  of  the 
counsel  employed  by  the  accused. 

The  second  specification  contains  the  charge  of  publishing  to  the  world  what  purports  to  be  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  without  the  authority  of  the  Executive.  Whether  an  officer  is  not 
guilty  of  insubordinate  conduct,  and  conduct  unbecoming  his  station,  in  making  an  appeal  to  the  nation, 
and  endeavoring  to  prepossess  the  community  with  the  merits  of  his  case,  and  to  forestall  public  opinion 
while  that  case  is  undergoing  the  examination  and  consideration  of  the  Executive,  may  be  submitted  to 
this  or  any  other  tribunal.  The  pernicious  consequences  that  may  result  from  such  a  step  cannot  escape 
the  notice  of  the  most  superficial  observer,  and  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated  in  the  imagination  of  the 
most  timid. 

If  this  be  reprehensible  and  erroneous,  still  more  must  it  be  to  publish  an  inaccurate  report  of  such 
proceedings.  Whether  such  inaccuracies  be  deemed  trivial  or  important,  is  a  matter  of  subordinate  con- 
sideration. The  liability  to  fall  into  error,  though  inadvertently,  affords  one  of  the  most  conclusive  rea- 
sons to  show  the  impropriety  of  any  such  unauthorized  publication. 

It  is,  however,  alleged  that  the  inaccuracies  should  have  been  specified.  The  authority  of  Tytler 
has  been  already  referred  to,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a  charge  is  not  vitiated  by  being  couched 
in  general  language,  and  unaccompanied  with  any  specification,  and  the  inference  is  irresistible  that,  if 
a  specification  is  made,  it  is  not  an  essential  defect  that  it  does  not  specify  the  particular  inaccuracies 
which  are  contained  in  a  publication  specially  referred  to.  The  first  specification  in  the  case  of  Lieuten- 
ant Abbot,  prepared  by  Captain  Porter,  is  in  the  following  words:  "In  that,  moved  by  a  spirit  of  envy 
or  base  motive,  he  hath,  upon  the  Boston  station,  and  within  a  year  now  last  past,  scandalously  attempted 
to  take  from  his  superior  officer.  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  his  good  name."  The  second:  "In  that  he  has,  dur- 
ing the  time,  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  made  numerous  scandalous  and  false  insinuations  against  the 
official  character  and  conduct  of  his  superior  officer,  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  calculated  to  stamp  his  name 
with  opprobrium  and  infamy."  In  the  second  specification  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Kennon,  the  accused  is 
charged  with  "having,  within  a  year,  last  past,  maliciously  used  base  means  for  defaming  my  character, 
to  wit:  by  publishing,  or  causing  to  be  published,  in  the  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  Herald,  a  statement  bear- 
ing his  name,  containing  falsehoods  which  were  calculated  to  injure  my  character,  and  which  he  permitted 
to  remain  without  being  publicly  contradicted,  until  his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  subject,  by  the  remarks 
in  a  Georgia  paper."  "By  repeated  attacks  made  by  him  on  me,  in  the  public  newspapers,  and  by  falsely 
declaring  in  the  Herald,  that  he  never  made  me  a  reluctant  apology,  and  publicly  recalling  it  after  he 
had  obtained  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  reluctant  apology  made  to  me."  "By  having  used 
towards  me,  in  a  public  print,  a  term  which  is  seldom  applied  to  other  than  pickpockets,  rogues,  gamblers, 
&c."  Surely  if  these  specifications  are  not  utterly  illegal,  from  their  vagueness  and  generality,  from  the 
looseness  of  their  references,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  real  ground  of  accusation,  those  now  under 
consideration  must  be  beyond  reproach.  The  sufficiency  of  those  charges  is  established  by  the  authority 
of  Captain  Porter,  who  drew  them — of  the  court  which  tried  the  accused  upon  them — of  the  Department 
which  directed  such  trial,  and  approved  the  proceedings  in  both  cases. 

The  fourth  specification  is  supported  by  the  same  high  authority. 

The  fifth  admits  of  reference  to  precedents  to  support  it  e(iually  unobjectionable.  I  shall  cite  but  two. 
In  the  case  of  Captain  Shaw,  already  referred  to,  the  accused  was  found  guilty  of  so  much  of  the  eighth 
specification  as  alleges  "  that  Captain  Shaw,  contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  did  expose  to  view,  and 
suffer  Chaplain  Cheever  Felch,  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,  to  examine  and  peruse  his  official  communi- 
cations with  the  Navy  Department.  For  this  offence  he  was  punished.  If  that  be  a  military  offence, 
cognizable  before,  and  punishable  by  a  court-martial,  how  far  more  reprehensible  is  it  to  submit  orders 
and  instructions  from  the  government,  not  merely  to  one  or  two  brother  officers,  but  to  publish  them  to 
the  world,  through  the  medium  of  a  pamphlet  and  the  public  gazettes.  I  shall  trouble  the  court  with  a 
reference  to  but  one  more  authority  on  this  point;  it  will  be  found  in  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth 
pages  of  the  report  of  the  trial  of  Lieut.  Kennon,  where  it  will  appear  that  Captain  Porter,  under  exami- 
nation as  a  witness,  expresses  his  decided  opinion,  that  it  is  highly  improper  to  publish  orders  received, 
even  from  a  superior  officer  in  the  service,  and  that  he  would  not  commit  such  an  act. 

The  foregoing  references  are  so  completely  decisive  upon  another  point  raised  by  the  accused  on  this 
occasion,  viz:  that  this  specification  is  vicious,  inasmuch  as  it  embraces  so  large  a  period  of  time,  within 
which  the  ofl'ence  is  charged  to  have  been  committed,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  examine  that  ques- 
tion further.     In  both  the  cases  of  Lieutenants  Abbot  and  Kennon,  the  ofi^ences  are  charged  to  have  been 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS- MARTIAL.  341 

committed  "within  a  year  now  last  past."  In  the  present  case  this  specification  charges  the  publications 
to  have  been  made  between  the  first  day  of  October,  1824,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1825.  If,  in 
the  cases  cited,  the  specifications  were  right,  in  this  they  cannot  be  wrong-. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  language  of  our  naval  code  is,  in  some  respects,  loose,  vague  and  inac- 
curate; and  that  the  defects  of  the  system  are  numerous  and  important.  Vague  and  inaccurate,  how- 
ever, as  it  confessedly  is,  it  contains  one  sweeping  clause,  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace  this 
charge,  and  each  and  every  of  the  specifications  under  it.  "All  crimes,  committed  by  persons  belonging 
to  the  navy,  which  are  not  specified  in  the  foregoing  articles,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  and 
customs  in  such  cases  at  sea."  This  section  is  a  legislative  recognition,  that  there  may  be  crimes  com- 
mitted by  persons  belonging  to  the  navy,  not  specially'  embraced  in  any  of  the  navy  articles;  and  such 
are  to  be  punished,  as  I  understand  the  latter  clause  of  the  section,  by  the  instrumentality  and  at  the 
discretion  of  a  court-martial.  Such  cases  are  those  in  which,  to  use  the  language  of  Tytler,  the  court 
assumes  the  functions  "both  of  legislators  and  judg'es." 

Before  the  court  shall  determine  that  the  charge  and  specifications  in  the  present  case  are  vicious, 
for  want  of  form  and  fullness  of  detail,  I  must  beg  it  to  pause  and  to  consider  what  it  is  that  is  required. 
What,  if  these  objections  are  valid,  would  be  requisite  to  free  the  proceedings  from  their  force?  In  the 
first  specification,  it  would  be  necessary  to  set  out  all  the  letters  therein  referred  to  by  date,  being  five 
in  number,  and  some  of  them  of  considerable  length.  In  the  second,  the  entire  pamphlet  published  by 
the  accused,  must  have  been  introduced,  because  that  is  specially  referred  to.  In  the  third,  the  real 
proceedings  of  the  courts  of  inquiry  should  have  been  set  out,  and  the  variances  between  them  and  the 
publication  distinctly  pointed  out.  In  the  fourth,  it  would  be  required  that  all  the  remarks,  statements 
and  insinuations,  disrespectful  to  the  secretary  and  the  court  of  inquiry,  should  have  been  introduced 
verbatim;  and  in  the  fifth,  that  all  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  should  appear  in  the  charges.  Such  is 
the  length  to  which  these  objections  extend. 

If  this  were  necessary  or  even  useful  in  assisting  the  accused  in  defending  himself  from  the  charge, 
if  it  were  required  by  positive  law,  or  enjoined  by  the  practice  of  courts-martial,  no  objection  to  such  a 
requisition  ought  to  be  listened  to.  When,  however,  the  positive  law  is  silent  on  the  subject,  when,  as 
has  been  shown,  the  practice  is  wholly  different,  when  no  one  reason  has  been  or  can  be  assigned,  why 
this  should  be  done,  this  court  can  scarcely  hesitate  to  declare  that  the  ground  assumed  by  the  accused 
is  wholly  untenable. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  to  refer  to  objections  which  were  incidentally  urged  by  the  counsel  when 
he,  to  use  his  own  form  of  expression,  enunciated  his  ideas  upon  this  subject,  but  which  are  not  very 
zealously  pressed.  It  was  understood  they  had  been  waived,  but  if  so,  for  what  purpose  they  are  again 
and  again  recurred  to,  is  not  distinctly  perceived.  I  allude  to  the  objection  that  the  accused  was  not 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  upon  which  he  was  to  be  tried,  and  with  a  list  of  the  witnesses  that 
would  be  adduced  against  him.  The  accused  did  intimate  at  the  opening  of  the  court,  when  he  was 
arraigned  upon  this  trial,  that  he  had  not  been  furnished  by  the  government  with  a  copy  of  the  charges 
to  which  he  was  now  called  to  answer,  and  did  solemnly  call  upon  the  court  to  furnish  him  with  such 
copy.  It  did,  however,  appear  upon  his  own  exhibition,  that  he  had  been  regularly  furnished  at  the 
proper  time  and  in  proper  form  with  a  paper,  which,  with  the  exception  of  two  letters  in  one  of  the  words, 
was  a  literal  transcript  of  the  charges  that  had  been  read.  In  giving  the  date  of  one  of  the  letters 
alleged  to  be  insubordinate  and  disrespectful,  the  copying  clerk  had  inadvertently  dated  it  the  thirtieth 
instead  of  the  thirteenth  of  April.     No  other  variance  has  been,  or  it  is  believed  can  be,  discovered. 

As  regards  the  right  of  the  accused  to  have  a  list  of  the  witnesses  furnished  him,  it  is  wholly  denied. 
That  such  a  doctrine  is  laid  down  by  some  of  the  writers  on  courts-martial  is  conceded,  and  probably 
this  practice  may  prevail  in  the  army  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  apprehended  that  it  is  wholly  unknown  to 
the  navy  practice,  and  the  high  authority  of  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  the  distinguished  judge  advocate 
general  of  Great  Britain,  is  decidedly  against  it.  In  page  twelve  of  the  advertisement  to  the  third 
edition  of  Tytler,  that  experienced  gentleman  says:  "I  have  never  understood  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
judge  advocate  in  all  cases  to  furnish  a  prisoner,  previous  to  the  trial,  with  the  names  and  designations 
of  the  witnesses,  by  whose  testimony  any  act  objected  against  him  is  expected  to  be  proved ;  nor  on  the 
other  hand,  do  I  consider  that  it  is  requisite  for  the  prisoner  to  furnish  the  judge  advocate  with  the 
names  of  any  other  witnesses  than  those  whom  he  wishes  to  be  officially  summoned.  I  think  such  com- 
munications might  possibly  in  some  instances  lead  to  inconvenience  on  either  side."  The  navy  articles 
are  wholly  silent  upon  this  subject.  They  require  that  he  shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges 
and  specifications,  but  do  not  enjoin  that  he  shall  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  At  all  events 
when  the  objection  is  formally  presented,  it  will  be  time  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  its  validity. 

Upon  the  whole  I  submit,  with  great  respect,  to  the  court  my  clear  and  unhesitating  opinion  that 
each  and  every  one  of  the  specifications,  as  well  as  the  charge,  are  sufficient  both  in  substance  and  in 
form;  that  they  do  specify  offences  of  a  military  character  for  which  the  accused  may  be  arraigned  and 
tried  before  a  court-martial. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  discussion  should  thus  prematurely  have  been  required.  Every 
objection  now  taken  could  have  been  taken  with  equal  efficacy  and  propriety  in  the  defence.  It  would 
then  have  been  analogous  to  the  motion  in  criminal  courts  to  arrest  the  judgment.  The  argument  into 
which  I  have  thus  unexpectedly,  and  with  very  limited  opportunities  for  research  and  consideration  been 
driven,  this  full  and  distinct  enunciation  of  my  opinion,  and  the  premature  decision  of  half  the  case  by 
the  court  would  have  been  postponed  to  a  more  suitable  period.  The  course  pursued  by  the  accused  has, 
however,  imposed  upon  me  an  arduous  and  responsible  task,  and  I  should  feel  myself  unworthy  of  the 
situation  which  I  occupy,  before  this  court,  were  I  to  shrink  from  the  discharging  of  any  duty,  however 
unpleasant  or  however  irksome. 
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Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  court-martial: 

After  having  endured  a  long  and  mortifying  suspense,  the  frown  of  undefined  indignation,  and  the 
anxieties  of  ambiguous  censure,  I  have  experienced  a  sensible  relief,  from  a  public  investigation  promising 
a  determinate  issue;  which,  in  no  event,  can  place  me  in  a  situation  less  tolerable  than  that  from  which  it 
takes  me.  Even  the  hard  measure  that  has  been  dealt  me,  in  the  manner  and  spirit  of  the  prosecution, 
both  before  and  during  the  progress  of  my  present  trial,  is  amply  compensated,  whatever  be  the  event, 
by  the  opportunity  afforded  me,  of  a  full  and  open  justification  before  the  world;  and  especially,  before 
a  tribunal  between  the  members  of  which  and  myself,  at  least  so  much  of  intelligence  and  community  of 
sentiment  exists,  as  to  Iree  me  from  the  apprehension  of  receiving  less  than  justice  at  their  hands;  and 
to  acquit  me,  in  their  minds,  from  the  suspicion  of  appealing  to  their  favor,  for  any  thing  more  than 
justice.  If  preparatory  censures  have  tended  to  wound  my  feelings,  or  to  prejudice  my  cause;  if  a  stern 
and  jealous  inquisition,  have  probed  every  part  of  my  professional  character  and  conduct,  where  the 
sensitiveness  of  a  man  of  honor,  or  tlie  presumed  defects  of  human  frailty,  might  be  supposed  to  shrink 
from  the  searching  point;  and  if  taken  unawares  by  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  or  the  novelty  of  my 
situation,  an  excruciated  sensibility  may,  for  the  time,  have  broke  through  the  guards,  that  should  have 
preserved  me  unmoved  and  self-balanced  in  mind  and  temper;  yet,  after  all,  I  bow,  with  humility  and 
experimental  conviction  to  the  moral  system  of  compensations,  that  bringeth  good  out  of  evil:  for  inno- 
cence, made  but  the  more  manifest  and  clear,  from  the  severity  of  its  trials,  is  the  bright  reversion,  that 
might  have  animated  hope,  and  endued  me  with  the  passive  fortitude  of  endurance,  through  a  longer  and 
more  penal  term  of  tribulation. 

The  accusations,  which  I  am  now  to  answer,  present  this  singular  feature:  while  they  branch  out 
into  two  distinct  classes  of  offence,  the  most  dissimilar  and  the  most  unequal,  in  the  quality  and  degree 
of  the  legal  and  moral  guilt  imputed,  as  in  the  importance  and  interest,  to  the  community,  of  the  princi- 
ples involved,  and  of  the  actions  to  be  condemned  or  justified;  they  all  originate  in  the  same  source; 
and  are  closely  connected  by  the  causes,  that  have  produced  them,  and  by  the  passions  and  motives  that 
uphold  them. 

The  first  branch  of  the  accusation  brings  into  discussion  the  most  important  and  vital  principles  of 
the  high  and  awful  sanctions,  by  which  national  sovereignty  is  to  be  maintained  and  vindicated  by  arms: 
while  the  second  hinges  upon  the  minute  punctilios  of  ceremonious  respect.  That  a  devoted  servant 
of  the  republic,  who  had  consumed  the  flower  of  his  years,  and  the  vigor  of  his  life  in  arduous,  and,  as 
he  hoped,  acceptable  services;  who  had  looked  for  approbation,  if  not  honor,  as  his  reward,  for  an 
unstinted  exposure  to  labors,  privations  and  dangers;  so  much  the  more  disinterested,  as,  liowevcr 
beneficial  to  his  country,  and  to  mankind,  it  promised  few  of  the  personal  gratifications,  which  may 
laudably  be  sought  in  the  renown  of  more  striking  and  brilliant  achievements;  who  was  conscious  of 
having  acted  with  the  most  implicit  respect  and  exact  fidelity,  to  what  he  understood  to  be  the  views 
and  instructions  of  his  superiors;  who,  with  wasted  powers  of  life,  but  untiring  activity  and  zeal,  had 
exerted,  for  the  fulfillment  of  those  instructions,  to  the  utmost  scope  of  their  letter  and  spirit,  whatsoever 
of  efficient  energy,  a  constitution  worn  and  broken  in  the  public  service,  had  left  him;  that  such  an  one 
should  have  been  somewhat  sore  and  impatient  under  rebuke,  that  came  like  a  portent  and  a  wonder, 
upon  his  astonished  senses,  was  far  more  natural  than  that  complaints  of  misconstruction  and  injustice 
should  have  been  interpreted  into  disrespect;  and  free,  but  decorous  remonstrance  treated  as  little  less 
than  mutiny. 

In  my  justification  against  these  charges,  I  must  regret  the  necessity  of  occupying  a  larger  portion 
of  the  valuable  time  of  this  court,  than  any  intrinsic  difficulties  in  the  questions  themselves  might  pos- 
sibly have  acquired.  But  the  terms  in  which  the  charges  have  been  framed,  their  often  complained  of 
vagueness  and  uncertainty,  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence  intended  to  be  charged — the 
mystery  observed  as  to  the  applications  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  given  in  the  evidence,  to  the  gist 
of  the  accusation ;  and  the  defect  of  any  advertisement  of  the  points  intended  to  be  insisted  on,  in  the 
prosecution,  or  that  were  supposed  to  require  elucidation  in  the  defence:  all  these  circumstances  compel 
me  to  traverse  a  wide  field,  as  well  of  conjectural  as  of  obvious  justification. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  any  matter  of  fact  or  law,  put  in  issue  by  the  first  charge,  it  may  he 
useful  to  obtain  as  distinct  an  understanding,  as  practicable  of  its  terms,  and  of  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  guilt  imputed  by  it. 

The  general  head  under  which  the  offence  intended  to  be  charged  is  classed  and  characterized,  consists 
of  two  members:  first,  "disobedience  of  orders;"  second,  "conduct  unbecoming  an  ofiScer."  The  firstdoubt- 
less  falls  under  a  general  description  of  military  offence,  common  to  every  organized  body  of  military  force 
in  the  world ;  but,  in  every  military  code,  by  which  such  an  offence  may  be  punished,  the  character  and  fimc- 
tions  of  the  officer,  from  whoin  the  orders  are  supposed  to  emanate,  and  the  nature  of  such  orders  are  usually 
defined  with  all  reasonable  precision.  In  the  5th  and  14thof  our  naval  articles  of  war,  this  species  of  offence 
is  defined,  in  terms  nearly  equivalent  to  the  corresponding  articles  in  the  naval  and  military  codes  of 
Britain,*  and  in  our  own  military  articles  of  war.f  Our  5th  naval  article  of  war,  in  the  terms  restricted 
to  the  orders  of  a  commanding  officer,  when  preparing  for,  or  joining  in,  or  actually  engaged  in  battle. 
But  the  14th  article,  conceived  in  terms  somewhat  more  comprehensive,  enacts  that  "no  officer  or  private 
shall  disobey  the  lawful  orders  of  his  superior  officer,  or  strike  him,  &c.,  while  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  his  office."  The  punishment  of  the  offence,  in  either  of  its  modes  or  degrees,  is  "  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  inflict."  Then,  if  by  the  "  disobedience  of  others,"  here 
charged,  be  intended  any  offence  known  to  the  naval  articles  of  war,  and  punishable  under  them,  it 
implies  that  I  had  received,  from  some  superior  officer,  in  actual  command,  either  while  engaged  or  about  to 
be  engaged  in  battle,  or  otherwise  "in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,"  some  order  which  I  had 
disobeyed,  and  soliad  come  within  the  danger  of  a  capital  offence,  as  every  military  offence  is  denomi- 
nated, which  is  punishable  either  with  death  or  cashiering,  though  it  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  a  court- 
martial  to  inflict  any  less  punishment.  When  this  general  charge  comes  to  be  deduced  into  particulars, 
in  the  form  of  a  specification,  no  orders,  either  commanding  or  forbidding  me  to  do  any  act  whatever,  are  set 

•  McArthur,  p.  275;  ait.  11,  p.  277;  art.  22,  p.  278;  Mutiny  act,  sec.  1,  p  279;  Military,  art.  3,  4,  5. 
t  Art.  9. 
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forth,  either  in  terms  or  in  substance.  No  commanding  or  superior  officer,  from  whom  they  are  supposed 
to  have  issued,  is  either  named  or  described.  Tlie  specificati<m  simplj'  sets  out  the  naked  and  insulated 
fact,  of  a  certain  invasion,  by  force  of  arms,  upon  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  Spain,  accompanied  by 
divers  of  acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  and  the  property  of  that  power;  and  instead  of  any  averment 
that,  in  so  doing,  the  orders  of  a  commanding  or  superior  officer  had  been  disobeyed,  the  conclusion  of 
the  specification  branches  out  into  a  "contravention  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  a  violation  of  instructions  from  the  government  of  the  United  States."  Now  whether 
any  "contravention  of  the  Constitution  or  of  the  law  of  nations,"  not  involved  in  a  disobedience  of  military 
orders,  be  an  offence  cognizable,  under  this  charge,  by  a  court-martial;  or  whether  general  instructions 
from  the  government  be  identical  with  the  orders  of  a  commanding  or  superior  officer;  and  a  violation  of 
such  ins<7-Mcii;'ons  equivalent  to  a  disobedience  of  such  orders;  are  questions  of  grave  import;  and  will 
doubtless,  in  their  due  order,  receive  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  court.  At  present,  however,  we 
are  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  essential  character  and  terms  of  the  offence,  actually  intended  to  be 
charged;  its  legal  attributes  and  consequences  may  be  separately  considered. 

As  to  the  second  member  of  the  general  charge,  "conduct  unbecoming  an  officer,"  whether  it  be 
intended  to  describe  a  mere  incident  to  every  act  of  military  disobedience,  or  to  impute  some  gratuitous 
and  superadded  circumstance  of  aggravation,  on  the  mode  and  degree  of  it;  and  to  inflame  the  guilt -of 
simple,  disobedience,  by  some  wanton  abuse  in  the  manner  and  circumstances  attending  the  commission 
of  the  act,  as  in  the  "divers  acts  of  hostility,"  said  to  have  been  committed  "  against  the  subjects  and 
property  of  the  King  of  Spain,"  are  questions  left  in  the  characteristic  obscurity,  and  uncertainty,  which 
have  veiled  the  "  head  and  front  of  my  offending,"  from  any  distinct  view  of  it,  that  might  have  enabled 
me  to  perceive  or  to  divine  its  extent. 

I  shall  hold  myself,  however,  completely  dispensed  from  any  obligation  or  necessity,  to  pursue 
further  the  labyrinths,  into  which  this  indefinite  member  of  the  charge  might  lead  us:  since,  I  think,  if 
any  proposition  can  be  made  clear  by  human  evidence,  it  would  be  impossible,  for  the  most  vindictive 
accuser,  to  find  any  pretext,  in  the  facts  of  this  case,  for  pushing  the  charge  beyond  a  simple  departure 
from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  positive  rule  of  action,  supposed  to  have  been  prescribed  to  me;  whether 
it  be  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  any  instructions  that  establish  the 
law  or  rule  which  I  an  supposed  to  have  "contravened,"  or  "violated."  If  I  have  offended  at  all,  it  is 
in  the  single  transgression  of  that  law  or  rule:  "  the  head  and  front  of  my  offending  hath  tha't  extent — 
no  more."  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  it  to  the  court,  without  further  remark,  to  decide,  from  the  evidence, 
whether  it  were  possible  to  have  conducted  a  military  operation  on  neutral  territory,  with  a  more  scru- 
pulous regard  to  all  the  rights  of  person  and  property,  which  such  an  operation  could,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  have  left  inviolate.  If  the  act  were  unlawful  in  itself,  I  must  abide  the  consequence;  but  it  lies 
not,  I  think,  within  the  compass  of  human  ingenuity  or  malice,  to  contend,  that  the  act,  as  being  either 
lawful  in  itself,  was  stripped  of  its  legal  sanctions,  and  had  its  quality  of  lawful  changed  to  unlawful; 
or,  as  a  sheer  trespass,  that  it  was  inflamed  beyond  its  intrinsic  character  and  degree,  by  any  wanton 
aggravations  or  abuses,  in  the  manner  and  circumstances. 

The  question  then  is  presented  in  the  simple  form:  whether  the  act  complained  of  were,  under  the 
circumstances  and  inducements  that  led  to  it,  an  infraction,  either  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  of  my  instructions  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  that 
order  I  proceed  to  consider  it. 

Whether  a  belligerent  operation,  in  the  course  of  an  authorized  war,  be  constitutional  or  not,  is  a 
question  which,  if  it  have  any  siguificancy,  or  be  capable  of  any  solution,  may  be  considered  as  nearly 
identical  with  the  other  question  suggested  by  this  charge,  namely:  whether  it  be  consonant  to  the  law 
of  nations,  supposing  the  law,  hei'e  intended,  to  consist  of  the  conventional  or  customary  rules,  by  which 
civilized  nations  have  agreed  to  control,  and  mitigate  the  ferocity  and  the  calamities  incident  to  a  state 
of  war,  and  which  constitute  what  is  called  the  law  of  war.  All  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  to  do  with  the  matter  is,  that  it  has  communicated  to  the  general  government  the  unqualified 
jurisdiction  of  war  and  peace.  The  power  to  carry  on  war,  offensive  or  defensive,  involves,  in  its  terms, 
every  right,  immediately  or  remotely,  incidental  to  that  state  and  condition  of  human  society. 

In  what  these  incidental  rights  consist,  must  be  determined  by  the  known  or  necessary  conditions 
and  consequences  of  war.  Whatever  of  these  the  most  comprehensive  signification  of  the  term  may 
embrace,  are  necessarily  constitutional;  but  the  law  of  war,  as  it  is  called,  is,  in  many  respects,  so  vague, 
and  so  dependent  upon  arbitrary  views  of  necessity  or  expediency,  to  be  judged  of  by  hostile  parties, 
and  to  be  justified  by  an  infinite  and  incalculable  variety  of  peculiar  circumstances,  that  it  scarce  fur- 
nishes a  definite  or  intelligible  rule,  by  which  it  may  be  predicated,  of  any  military  operation,  that  it  is 
either  constitutional  or  unconstitutional.  The  only  constitutional  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  the  war 
itself  were  authorized;  that  is,  whether  commenced  or  carried  on  by  that  authority  to  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  exclusively  delegated  this  high  power. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  test,  which,  it  is  suggested,  should  be  applied  to 
my  conduct,  on  the  occasion  in  question;  and  that  is  the  law  of  nations. 

That  branch  of  public  law,  which  determines  the  correlative  rights  and  duties  either  of  the  hostile 
belligerents,  as  between  themselves,  or  of  neutrals  and  belligerents,  as  between  themselves;  or  of  allies 
or  co-belligerents,  as  between  themselves,  constitutes  a  voluminous  code,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  theme  of 
as  much  undeterminate  controversy,  both  as  to  its  principles  and  its  authority,  as  any  that  ever  under- 
took to  prescribe  rules  of  human  conduct;  and  it  would  scarce  be  practicable  to  deduce  from  it  any  defi- 
nite rule,  applicable  to  the  infinitely  varied  circumstances  of  actual  war;  and  by  which  a  military  officer 
might  be  condemned,  for  a  presumed  violation  of  the  law.  In  this  case,  however,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
trouble  the  court  with  any  reference  to  the  more  recondite  and  theoretical  definitions  of  general  rules; 
because,  in  so  far  as  my  conduct  depends,  for  its  justification,  upon  such  rules,  it  may  be  referred  to  an 
authoritative  and  practical  exposition  of  them,  as  applicable  to  the  particular  circumstances  under  which 
I  acted.  The  rights  and  duties  incidental  to  a  state  of  war,  as  it  affects  every  party  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned,  have  been  the  subject  of  such  frequent  and  elaborate  discussion,  in  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  and  have  received  such  lucid  definition  and  such  various  illustration  from  our  most  eminent 
statesmen,  that  we  may  be  said  to  have  compiled  and  digested,  from  the  best  authorities,  and  the  most 
enlightened  views  of  the  subject,  a  system  of  public  law,  upon  those  topics,  which,  if  it  be  not  generally 
adopted  by  the  family  of  civilized  nations,  as  the  moral  and  political  influence  of  our  example  extends, 
may,  at  least,  be  received,  among  ourselves,  as  superseding,  to  every  practical  purpose,  a  reference  to 
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the  more  general  and  less  applicable  doctrines  of  elementary  writers.  Our  discussions  with  the  powers 
of  Europe,  while  they  were  belligerent  and  we  were  neutral,  have  settled,  for  ourselves,  the  positive  7->ghts 
of  neutrals;  and  our  mure  recent  discussions  and  collisions  with  one  of  those  powers,  while  we  were  belli- 
gerent and  she  neutral,  have  equally  well  settled  the  positive  duties  of  neutrals.  The  rule  to  be  deduced 
from  the  latter  is  so  much  the  more  intelligible  in  its  doctrine,  and  obvious  and  practical  in  its  application, 
since  it  has  grown  out  of  collisions  and  discussions  of  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States,  as 
correlative  to  the  neutral  duties  of  this  very  power,  Spain,  whose  territorial  sovereignty  I  am  charged 
with  having  violated;  and  more  especially  of  her  neutral  duties,  as  determined  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  iier  colonial  dependencies — in  one  of  which  the  scene  of  my  supposed  trangression  is  laid. 

The  right  of  a  belligerent,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  war,  to  involve  in  all  the  practical  conse- 
quences of  war  such  parties  as,  not  being  enemies,  assist  the  enemy  by  active  or  passive  co-operation,  has 
been  so  clearly  expounded  in  the  doctrines  of  public  law,  and  illustrated  in  the  history  and  practice  of  our 
own  government,  as  to  leave  but  little  to  be  said  on  that  subject  at  this  day.  Whatsoever  ground  of 
controversy  may  remain,  as  to  the  extreme  limits  or  necessary  modifications  of  the  rule,  depends  upon 
principles  entirely  foreign  to  any  question  applicable  to  the  present  case.  In  so  far  as  the  doctrine  or 
practice  is  now  in  question,  it  is  placed  beyond  doubt  or  controversy  by  the  concurring  authority  of  all  the 
most  approved  expounders  of  public  law;  and,  above  all,  of  our  wisest  statesmen,  who  have  been  called 
upon  so  frequently  to  unfold  its  principles,  and  apply  them,  in  practice,  to  the  actual  condition  and  rela- 
tions of  the  country. 

The  actual  extent  of  the  correlative  rights  and  duties  of  such  parties,  and  the  circumstances  that  may 
justify  the  treatment  of  them  as  enemies,  are,  in  some  degree,  determined  by  their  relative  position,  either 
as  strictly  neutral,  or  as  allies  embarked  in  a  common  cause;  the  positive  duties  of  the  latter  being,  of 
course,  increased  both  in  number  and  obligation,  and  many  acts  permitted  to  a  neutral  being  unlawful  in 
an  ally. 

If  a  neutral,  through  perfidy,  partiality,  or  weakness,  (and  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  which,)  permit, 
or  be  compelled,  by  superior  force,  to  suffer  his  territory  to  be  seized  by  one  belligerent,  or,  in  any  man- 
ner, used  to  the  annoyance  of  another,  the  latter  has  a  perfect  right  to  invade  that  territory,  and  use  it, 
and  all  the  means  and  facilities  of  war  that  it  affords,  to  the  same  extent  that  his  adversary  is  permitted 
to  use,  or  has,  by  force,  usurped  the  same.  The  territory,  the  inhabitants,  and  whatsoever  else  there  may 
be  there,  which  have  been  thus  converted  into  means  of  our  annoyance,  are,  for  the  time,  impressed  with 
the  character  of  enemy,  and  may  be  treated  accordingly. 

It  is  one  of  most  ordinary  and  undisputed  and  least  harsh  of  these  rights,  to  pursue  an  enemy  into 
neutral  territory,  if  he  retreat  there  for  refuge,  or  take  his  station  there  to  be  ready  to  sally  forth  and 
attack  his  adversary,  as  occasion  and  opportunity  may  serve.  If  this  abuse  of  neutral  territory  proceed 
from  the  weakness  of  the  sovereign,  and  his  inability  to  protect  it  from  violation,  the  rule  is,  that  at  the 
point  and  in  the  degree  that  his  authority  ceases  to  be  exerted,  with  practical  eflScacy,  that  of  the  party 
injured  by  its  relaxation  commences  and  extends.  In  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  the  right 
of  the  United  States  can  as  little  compound  with  impotence  as  with  perfidy."  All  this  infers  no  hostility 
against  the  neutral,  but  proceeds  upon  the  great  principle  of  self  defence,  which  justifies  a  belligerent  to 
disarm  his  adversary,  turn  upon  him  his  own  weapons,  and  deprive  him  of  the  permitted  or  usurped 
means  of  annoyance.  There  may  be  occasions  where  the  misconduct  of  a  neutral  sovereign  might  expose 
him  to  the  resentment  of  the  belligerent  sovereign,  and  make  him  an  actual  party  to  the  war;  but  I  here 
speak  merely  of  those  incidental  rights  of  actual  war,  which  affect  him  in  his  neutral  character,  and 
require  not  the  decision  of  the  sovereign  will  to  authorize  the  enforcement  of  them,  which  are  inseparable 
from  belligerent  operations,  and  are  summarily  exerted  in  the  exigency  of  the  moment  at  the  discretion 
of  the  commander  to  whom  the  conduct  of  such  operations  is  entrusted.  "  Of  the  necessity  for  which 
(says  Mr.  Adams,  speaking  of  the  invasion  and  occupation,  by  military  forces,  of  neutral  territory,  includ- 
ing its  fortified  places  and  garrisons,  whenever  the  effectual  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  the  enemy 
shall  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  make  it  necessary)  he  has  the  most  effectual  means  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment, and  the  vindication  of  which  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  the  first 
law  of  nature,  self  defence."* 

The  principle  is  not  confined  to  neutral  territory,  but  extends  to  all  the  ramifications  of  neutral  sov- 
ereignty, and  to  all  the  modifications  of  neutral  property;  for  it  is  the  same  identical  principle  modified 
by  circumstances,  that  authorizes  naval  commanders,  from  the  admiral  of  a  fleet  to  a  lieutenant  command- 
ant of  a  schooner  or  a  barge,  or  even  the  captain  of  a  privateer,  to  seize  upon  the  high  seas,  neutral  ships 
carrying  contraband,  infringing  a  blockade,  or  committing  other  unneutral  acts.  In  these  cases  the  ships 
seized  are  good  prize,  but  like  the  territory,  (of  which  they  are  an  emanation  of  sovereignty)  they  are 
also  liable  to  temporary  seizure  and  detention,  as  when  found  laden  with  enemy  property.  This  practical 
exertion  of  belligerent  rights  upon  the  high  seas,  is  in  principle  just  as  high-handed  an  interference  with 
the  exclusive  domain  of  foreign  sovereignty,  in  order  to  repel  open  or  insidious  hostility  in  neutral  guise 
and  by  neutral  means,  as  any  analogous  invasion  or  occupation  of  the  actual  territory  of  the  same  sove- 
reign. The  flag  of  a  nation  is  just  as  inviolable  an  emblem  of  sovereignty  as  territory;  and  the  ship  that 
bears  it,  is  constructively  a  part  of  the  territory,  and  just  as  much  entitled  to  protection. 

"There  will  need  (to  borrow  again  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  condensation  and  force  of  which 
may  dispense  with  other  illustration)  no  citations  from  printed  treatises  on  international  law,  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is  engraven  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind;  no  writer 
upon  the  laws  of  nations  ever  pretended  to  contradict  it;  none  of  any  reputation  or  authority  ever  omitted 
to  insert  it." 

I  cannot  forbear,  however,  adding  to  the  domestic  dncnments  of  our  public  transactions,  by  which 
both  our  belligerent  and  our  neutral  rights  are  so  amply  iuiI'mIiIciI  and  accurately  defined,  the  authority  of 
the  venerable  and  illustrious  Grotius,  who  may  be  styled  the  laiher  of  the  modern  law  of  nations.  In 
laying  down  the  rule,  by  which  neutrals  may  expose  themselves  to  the  treatment  of  enemies,  he  also 
recommends  certain  modifications  of  the  strict  belligerent  riglit,  not  as  necessary  limitations  or 
exceptions  to  the  right,  and  which  a  neutral  is  entitled  to  insist  on;  but  as  being  merely  recommended  by 
a  spirit  of  moderation  and  humanity,  and  which  a  belligerent  may  disregard  according  to  his  own  discre- 

•  Vide  American  reply  by  Mr.  Adams,  to  the  Spanish  note  by  Mr.  Pizarro,  on  the  subject  of  General  Jackson's  invasion  and  ocon- 
pation  of  the  Floridas,  being  the  letter  of  November  28,  181S,  from  Mr.  Adams,  to  our  minister  at  Madrid.     15  Nilca'  Register,  p.  37Z. 
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tion,  or  his  estimate  of  necessity  or  prudence  under  existing  circumstances,  without  incurring  the  odium 
of  violating  the  estalilisliod  rules  of  civilized  warfare;  and  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  court  to  see  by 
how  nianj'  degrees  my  o|icrations  at  Foxardo  I'ell  short  not  only  of  what  strict  right  authorized,  but  of 
what  the  mo.st  bcndleial  construction  of  the  right  would  have  recommended  as  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation  and  humanity;  it  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  author  in  the  same  passage  here  cited, 
illustrates  belligerent  as  correlative  to  neutral  rights  by  the  known  and  conceded  right  to  attack  a  ship 
manned  by  pirates,  or  a  house  occupied  by  robbers,  although  in  that  ship  or  in  that  house  there  may  be 
many  innocent  persons  whose  lives  are  endangered  by  the  attack.* 

Such  are  the  correlative  rights  and  duties,  as  between  belligerents  and  parties  merely  neutral.  But 
their  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  arc  infinitely  extended  when  the  parties  assume  the  nearer  and  more 
intimate  relation  of  allies  embarked  in  a  common  cause. 

An  act  perfectly  lawful  in  a  mere  neutral,  may  be  absolutely  unlawful  in  an  ally,  and  subject  him  to 
be  treated  as  an  enemy  by  the  forces  of  the  other  ally.  For  instance,  nothing  is  more  lawful  than  for  a 
neutral  to  trade  with  either  or  both  of  the  belligerents;  yet  it  is  unlawful  in  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 
an  ally,  and  exposes  their  ships  and  other  property  to  seizure  as  prize,  precisely  as  enemy  property;  and 
their  persons  to  captivity  and  punishment. f 

A  nation  is  not  bound  to  wait  till  the  injury  is  actually  felt,  from  the  abuse  of  neutral  or  foreign 
territory;  nor  even  till  an  enemy  appears,  who  may  take  advantage  of  its  means,  and  convert  it  to 
purposes  of  hostility;  but  in  case  of  imminently  approaching  and  foreseen  peril,  'tis  lawful  it  seems  to 
take  military  occupation  of  such  territory,  in  anticipation  of  the  injuries  that  may  accrue  from  expected 
and  future  hostility.  This  is  strongly  exemplified  by  the  conduct  of  our  government,  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  publicly  and  oflicially  justified  in  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island  and  Galveston,  the  one 
in  the  undisputed  possession  of  Spain,  and  within  the  uncontested  and  incontestible  limits  of  her  then 
province  of  East  Florida;  the  other  in  the  actual  possession  of  Spain,  and  claimed  as  within  the  limits  of 
her  then  province  of  West  Florida,  but  within  the  contested  limits  of  Louisiana.  The  military  establish- 
ments at  these  places,  in  the  hands  of  certain  adventurers,  acting  under  the  authority,  real  or  assumed, 
of  some  of  the  revolutionized  provinces  of  South  America,  were  suppressed  by  military  force,  and  the 
places  held  by  military  occupation,  till  Amelia  Island  was  restored  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Spanish 
government. 

Among  the  reasons  for  this  strong  measure,  given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
justificatory  expositions  of  its  policy  and  necessity,  one  is,  that  an  extensive  system  of  buccaneering 
throughout  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  about  to  be  organized  at  those  establishments,  menacing  the  United 
States  and  the  whole  commercial  world  with  all  the  horrors  of  piracy.  J  Then  the  apprehension  of  piracy, 
as  the  possible  and  imminent  consequence  of  these  obnoxious  establishments,  justified  far  stronger 
measures,  and  more  decided  acts  of  hostility  upon  Spanish  territory  than  any  committed  by  me  in  the 
course  of  flagrant  war  against  actual  pirates,  who  had  established  themselves  in  another  part  of  Spanish 
territory,  where  the  sovereign  authority  of  Spain  was  equally  relaxed;  where  these  pirates,  with  whom  I 
was  engaged  in  active  hostilities,  found  shelter  and  associates  with  persons  under  the  nominal  allegiance 
to  Spain,  but  who  neither  felt  nor  acknowledged  her  authority  for  any  purpose  but  as  a  cloak  to  their 
villauies.  The  documents  on  this  transaction  of  our  government,  furnish  strong  illustrations  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  great  and  sound  principles  of  self-defence  authorize  either  corrective  or  preventive 
measures  operating  upon  neutral  territory. 

I  now  come  to  such  of  our  public  transactions,  and  the  documents  that  illustrate  their  history,  and 
the  principles  on  which  thej'  proceed,  as  bear  the  nearest  afiinity  and  the  strongest  analogy  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  in  circumstance,  to  the  conjuncture  in  which  I  was  called  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  the 
practical  application  of  these  principles,  to  the  actual  state  and  condition  of  existing  circumstances;  when, 
as  a  naval  commander,  I  was  delegated  to  display  the  flag,  and  carry  the  arms  of  my  country  to  remote 
regions;  and  there  upon  my  sole  responsibility,  without  other  counsel  than  my  devotion  to  her  glory  and 
prosperitj^  to  fulfill  the  imperious  duties  of  tliis  high  and  most  delicate  of  trusts,  by  upholding  the  just' 
power,  and  vindicating  the  sovereign  rights  appertaining  to  her  belligerent  character,  according  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  war,  and  the  dictates  of  military  prudence;  rights  which  I  could  neither  abandon,' 
relax,  nor  compromise,  without  diminution  of  her  glory,  and  derogation  from  her  dignity,  nor  without 
bringing  contumely  on  her  flag,  and  overwhelming  myself  with  disgrace. 

The  principles  established  by  the  documents  now  adverted  to  regard  Spain  in  her  simple  character  of 
strict  neutrality,  without  reference  to  her  higher  and  more  sacred  obligations,  or  the  con-esponding  claims 
upon  her  as  an  ally. 

In  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  which  the  Indians  of  Florida  took  part  against  us.  General 
Jackson  was  expressly  authorized  by  President  Madison  to  take  Pensacola,  if  it  were  found  to  have 
fostered  Indian  hostilities  by  ministering  to  their  wants,  and  afl'ording  them  the  means  of  annoyance. 
"  If,"  proceeds  the  order,  as  indited  by  Secretary  Armstrong,  "  the  Spaniards  admit  into  their  towns,  feed, 
arm,  aud  co-operate  with  the  hostile  Indians,  you  must  strike  upon  the  broad  principle  of  self  preservation." 

The  principle  thus  concisely  and  forcibly  enunciated,  was  developed  and  followed  out  to  all  its  conse- 
quences and  analogies,  in  the  campaign  of  1818,  against  certain  Indian  tribes  of  Florida,  called  Seminoles 
and  Redsticks,  who  had  commenced  hostilities,  and  carried  on  the  most  savage  warfare  against  our 
southern  frontier.  Spain  being  then  just  as  much  at  peace,  and  in  as  positive  a  state  of  amity  with  us, 
as  at  any  time  since.  She  held  the  undisputed  sovereignty  of  both  the  Floridas,  where  she  maintained 
civil  and  military  governors,  numerous  garrisons,  and  fortified  places.  But  the  extent  of  country  over 
which  she  exercised  any  practical  sway,  was  very  inconsiderable,  in  proportion  to  the  extensive  regions 
occupied  by  numerous  tribes  of  savages  and  outlaws,  who  nevertheless  inhabited  a  country  under  her 
nominal  sovereignty;  and  the  physical  power  of  each  was  in  the  same  proportion. 

When  General  Jackson,  in  the  winter  of  1818,  took  command  of  the  army  assembled  to  repel  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  he  found  his  predecessor,  the  second  in  command.  General  Gaines,  in  posses- 
sion of  certain  limited  and  defined  instructions  for  entering  Florida  in  pursuit  of  the  hostile  Indians,  if  it 

•  Grot,  de  Jur.  bel.  k  pac,  b.  3,  ch.  1,  p.  4.    (3  comp.  Gro.  p.  95-6-7.) 
t  Vide  Chit.  L.  N.  ¥.  11  Naide,  4  Rob.,  251. 

t  Vide  President's  several  messages  to  Congress,  viz  :  December  2,  1817,  13  Niles'  Reg.,  p.  237;  January  3,  1818,  id.,  p.  338-9,  and 
March  26,  1818,  14  id.,  p.  100;  official  correspondence  on  the  same  subject,  id.,  p.  169,  &c. 
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should  be  found  necessary  to  repress  their  inroads.  The  savag-e  foe  was  soon  di'iven  to  his  fast- 
nesses within  the  Spanish  territory  and  jurisdiction,  and  pushed  by  his  victorious  pursuers  to 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  a  fortress  regularly  garrisoned  by  Spanish  troops,  and  being  well 
ascertained  liy  the  general  to  have  been  a  place  of  resort  for  the  savages,  where  they  obtained 
aid  and  coinlint,  and  were  abetted  in  their  hostilities  against  our  frontier,  it  was  entered  by  our 
troops  witli  violence,  and  held  during  the  residue  of  the  campaign.  A  British  subject,  domiciled 
there,  under  the  protection  of  Spanish  laws,  was  executed  as  a  spy  and  incendiary,  who  had  instigated 
the  savages  to  hostility.* 

The  general  then  carried  his  victorious  arms  to  Pensacola,  the  capital  of  the  province,  which  was 
entered  by  our  troops  witiumt  opposition,  the  Spanish  garrison,  hiving  retreated  to  the  neighboring  fort 
of  Barancas.  This  last  was  instantly  invested,  and,  alter  a  si\cn>  cannonade,  was  on  the  point  of  being 
stormed,  when  the  Spanish  novcrnor  and  his  garrison  entered  into  a  regular  capitulation,  surrendered 
the  fort,  and  were  trans|)oiteJ  to  Cuba.  Thus,  in  possession  of  the  capital,  and  of  all  the  strong  places 
of  the  province,  it  w  as  treated  as  a  conquered  country.  Civil  and  military  departments  were  organized, 
the  laws  of  Spain  continued  in  force,  the  preservation  of  the  archives  provided  for,  accompanied  by  all 
the  minute  anan.u'ements  usual  after  conquest.  The  stated  provocation  to  these  acts  of  hostility,  are  the 
inadeipiaev  of  tlie  jM.wer  of  Spain  to  resist  the  eneroaelinients  of  the  sava.u'cs;  the  provision  and  ammuni- 
tion w  ith  whieh  these  last  hail  heeii  supplied,  either  extolled  from  the  weakness  or  granted  from  the  bad 
faith  of  the  S]ianisli  aiitliorities:  and  lastly,  the  inti'n-n|ition  l.iy  the  Spanish  governor  to  the  passage  of 
sui>]ilies  IVoni  New  Orleans  for  our  troops  up  the  river  Escambia.  The  Spanish  governor  hearing  of 
(Jcneral  Jackson's  approach,  had  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  it  in  the  most  indignant  terms,  and 
threatening  to  employ  force  if  he  did  not  immediately  evacuate  the  country.  This  new  and  unexpected 
enemy,  says  the  general,  was  made  to  feel  the  impotence  of  his  threats.  In  the  general  orders  and  procla- 
mation, setting  forth  these  and  other  reasons  for  the  measure,  it  is  justified  by  the  sacred  and  immutable 
laws  of  self-defence,  as  Spanish  authority  could  not  be  maintained  in  Pensacola. f  Having  thus  overrun 
one  Spanish  province,  ex])elled  its  garrisons,  and  taken  all  its  strong  places,  and  thinking,  with  good 
reason,  that  Indian  hostilities  had  been  effectually  checked,  the  general  retired  from  the  field.  But  hear- 
ing, in  the  course  of  the  summer,  fresh  accounts  of  renewed  or  threatened  hostilities,  and  of  continued 
abuses  of  Spanish  territory  and  means  to  our  prejudice,  he  dispatched  an  order  to  General  Gaines,  direct- 
ing him,  if  he  should  be  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  the  Indians  having  been  excited  to  hostility  by  Spanish 
agents  and  officers  about  St.  Augustine,  and  fed  and  furnished  from  that  place,  immediately  to  occupy  it, 
and  the  garrison  as  prisoners.  This  order  was  countermanded  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  not  from  any 
disapprobation  of  what  had  been  done,  or  was  about  to  be  done,  but  because  an  amicable  arrangement 
had  in  the  meantime,  and  unknown  to  General  Jackson,  been  made  between  the  two  governments  for  the 
restoration,  upon  certain  conditions,  of  the  Spanish  posts  already  taken;  with  which  arrangement  it 
would  have  been  altogether  inconsistent  to  have  proceeded  with  the  capture  of  St.  Augustine.  All  this 
was  fully  and  satisfactorily  explained  to  General  Jackson. J 

These  proceedings  became  the  subject  of  the  most  animated  and  spirited  controversy  between  the 
two  governments.  It  was  also  doubted  by  many  and  respectable  citizens,  both  in  iniblic  and  in  private 
life,  whether  the  general  had  not  transcended  his  authority,  and  exercised  the  |iower  of  war  and  peace 
beyond  all  constitutional  limits;  and  it  became  the  subject  of  long  and  serious  debates  in  Congress.  But 
his  conduct,  in  all  its  extent,  ^vas  elaborately  and  victorit)usly  justified  by  our  government,  in  all  its  rela- 
tions and  departments,  forei,i;ii  and  ihrnicstic.  The  complaints  of  Spanish  ministers  were  triumphantly 
answered,  and  tinally  silenced,  by  the  official  replies  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  messages  of  the 
President  to  both  houses  of  (Jongress  explained  and  justified  the  groumls  of  the  general's  procedure,  and 
the  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  and  confirmed  the  just  ilicatii  rn  offered  by  the  Executive. § 
Against  all  which,  there  remained  nothing  to  be  set  off  but  an  adverse  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
Senate,  whieh  has  lieen  suffered  ever  since  to  repose  in  utter  neglect,  notwithstanding  the  general  at  the 
next  session  |irese)ited  a  memorial  to  the  Senate,  remonstrating  in  free  and  decided  terms  against  the 
course  of  investigation  pursued  by  the  committee,  as  unfair,  and  against  their  conclusions  as  unsound  in 
doctrine,  and  as  resulting  from  partial  and  uncandid  views  of  the  subject. 

Now  let  the  principles  so  clearly  deduced  from  these  most  authoritative  precedents,  be  applied  to 
my  situation  and  conduct,  as  commander  of  the  squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  engaged  in  actual  war 
against  the  pirates. 

From  a  variety  of  causes,  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned,  the  Spanish  islands  in  the  West  Indies  were,  for 
the  most  part,  more  destitute  of  any  practical,  steady,  and  efficient  government  and  police  than  the  inhabited 
parts  of  the  Floridas.  The  pirates  who  sought  shelter  there  were  not,  like  the  miserable  savages  of  Florida, 
insulated  and  cut  off  from  access  to  other  quarters  for  relief,  so  as  to  be  dependent  on  Spanish  towns  and 
garrisons  for  occasional  supplies  of  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition.  On  thi'  contrary,  their  enterprising 
and  successful  piracies,  and  the  accumulated  plunder  of  land  and  sea,  gave  them  influence  and  favor  in  the 
more  barren  and  thinly  inhabited  districts,  and  in  some  of  the  more  considerable  towns  and  settlements; 
while  their  numbers,  their  resources,  and  their  ferocity,  overawed  and  intimidateil  those  who  were  not 
seduced  by  participation  in  the  spoils  of  piratical  enterjirise.  When  the  hot  pursuit  of  our  cruisers  had 
driven  them  from  the  sea,  and  destroyed  all  their  \issels  capable  of  keeping  the  sea,  they  retreated  into 
various  parts  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico;  in  some  phnes  banded  themselves  against  the  local  authorities,  and 
efiectually  defied  every  effort  to  reduce  them.  In  other  places  they  assumed  various  disguises,  as  fisher- 
men, (bonL;irs,  pedlers,  iVc.,  \"c.  As  fishermen,  they  built  huts  and  villages  upon  the  coasts  of  thes'e  two 
islands,  and  kept  up  u  constant  intercourse  with  the  inhabita-nts,  from  wdiom  it  was  extremely  diflBcult  to 
distinguish   them.     The  iiuiumerable  bays,  inlets,  shoals,  and  harbors  about  these  islands  enabled  them 

•  Vide  Gen.  J.ickeon's  official  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  25th  March,  8th  April,  and  5th  May,  1818;  Niles'  Register,  vol. 
15,  p.  307,  308,  311. 

t  Vide  General  Jackson's  general  order,  giving  detailed  account  of  the  campaign,  dated  Barancas,  May  29,  1818;  his  proclamation 
of  the  same  date— the  capitulation  of  Barancas,  Ac,  *c. ;  Niks'  Register  for  July,  1818,  vol.  14,  p.  334-0.  Also  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  June  2,  1818,  and  other  documents,  id.,  vol.  15,  p.  319-21. 

X  Vide  General  Jackson's  order  to  General  Gaines,  August  7,  1818;  his  letter  to  the  same,  August  10,  1818;  and  the  Secretary  of 
War's  countermand  to  General  Gaines,  September  1,  1818.     Niles'  Register,  vol.  16,  p.  80-1. 

§  Vide  President's  message  to  Congress,  March  25,  1818.  Niles'  Register  for  April,  1818,  vol.  14,  p.  100.  President's  message, 
November  17,  1818,  id.,  vol.  15,  p.  213.  Note  from  the  Spanish  Secretary  of  State  to  the  American  minister  at  Madrid,  August  29, 
1818,  and  the  reply  of  Mr.  Adams,  November  28,  1818.  Niles'  Register,  vol.  15,  p.  367,  9,  Ac.  General  Jackson's  memorial  to 
the  Senate,  id.,  vol.  18,  p.  329. 
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to  conceal  the  boats  in  which  they  nightly  sallied  forth  from  their  holds,  and  committed  innumerable 
piracies,  as  well  upon  the  high  seas  as  in  the  towns  and  settlements  on  the  neighboring  coasts.  They 
then  retreated  with  their  plunder  to  their  secret  haunts,  reassumed  their  disguises,  and  eluded  detection 
and  pursuit.  They  were  occasionally,  however,  detected — their  huts  and  villages,  with  all  their  boats, 
fishing  tackle,  &c.,  burnt  and  destroyed.  Several  instances  of  these  descents  upon  the  coasts  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  by  the  officers  of  my  squadron,  are  found  in  the  official  correspondence  and  reports,  now 
before  the  court,  especially  in  my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  in  tlie  report  of  Captain 
Cassin,  and  Lieutenant  Commandant  Kearney  to  me,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1823.*  This  state  and 
condition  of  the  .Sjianish  islands  was  not  only  perfectly  notorious,  but  has  been  officially  ascertained  and 
promulgated,  and  is  now  matter  of  authentic  history;  for  in  the  President's  messages  to  Congress,  on 
the  2d  December,  1823  and  1824,  and  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  1st  December  in 
the  same  years,  accompanying  those  messages,  all  these  facts  are  fully  detailed;  the  good  dispositions  of 
the  colonial  government,  at  least  of  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  are  acknowledged;  and  the  toleration  of  the 
piratical  establishments  within  their  jurisdictions  explained  by  the  weakness  of  their  means,  and  the 
relaxed  state  of  their  authority.  So  strong  were  these  representations  that,  at  the  last  session,  a  bill 
was  introduced  and  seriously  debated,  authorizing  a  blockade  of  the  Spanish  ports  in  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico — the  latter  having  been  designated  in  the  official  communications  from  the  President  as  aSbrding 
the  most  numerous  haunts  for  pirates. 

As  to  Poxardo,  you  have  it  clearly  proved  how  notorious  were  that  town  and  district,  and  an 
extensive  tract  of  country  around,  as  the  most  pernicious  hauuts  for  pirates,  including  two  other  noted 
places  on  the  same  coast,  called  Naguaba  and  Bucca  del  Inferno,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  from 
Foxardo,  and  equally  notorious  for  the  resort  of  pirates,  and  as  receptacles  fm-  their  plunder.  It  was  to 
the  latter  of  these  places,  known  by  so  characteristic  an  appellation,  that  the  crew  of  the  piratical  ves- 
sel driven  on  shore  by  Lieutenant  Sloat  attempted  to  retreat,  as  reported  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  19th  March  last.  I  did  not,  however,  act  upon  the  sole  authority  of  report  and  notoriety, 
more  than  sufficient  as  they  are  when  sufficiently  credible  to  justify  military  movements.  It  was  not 
till  an  American  merchant,  resident  at  St.  Thomas,  had  been  robbed  of  property  to  a  considerable 
amount,  in  one  of  these  marauding  expeditions,  traced  upon  credible  information  to  Foxardo,  nor  until 
after  an  officer  of  my  squadron,  who  had  landed  in  the  most  peaceable  and  inoffensive  manner  to  inquire 
after  the  pirates  and  the  plunder,  had  been  treacherously  seized  and  disgracefully  treated  at  Foxai-do 
that  I  determined  to  land  and  make  an  impression  upon  that  place.  I  presume  no  military  or  naval 
officer  is  to  be  blamed  for  acting  upon  credible  and  circumstantial  information;  he  is  not  to  be  expected 
to  wait  for  either  legal  or  moral  certainty  of  proof  The  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  measure,  and 
the  correctness  of  the  information  upon  which  I  proceeded,  are  amply  confirmed,  'Tis  in  proof  that  the 
spontaneous  opinion  of  the  merchants  of  St.  Thomas  and  of  the  whole  squadron,  without  any  particular 
communication  from  me,  was  clear  and  decided,  not  only  for  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  measure, 
but  that  it  must  and  would  be  executed.  My  intentions  were  as  clearly  inferred,  from  what  circumstances 
decided  that  they  ought  to  be,  as  if  I  had  fully  declared  them.  The  whole  course  and  event  of  the 
action  entirely  confirmed'  every  anticipation.  I  no  sooner  approached  the  harbor  under  the  most  une- 
quivocal demonstrations  of  the  real  character  of  my  squadron  than  I  found  a  party  no  wise  distinguish- 
able in  arms,  equipments,  or  appearance  from  the  pirates  usually  found  on  shore,  and  who,  in  the 
instances  before  mentioned,  had  attacked  Captain  Cassin  and  Lieutenants  Kearney  and  Newton,  by 
whom  their  villages  and  huts  had  been  burnt  and  destroyed. 

This  partj^  stood  ready,  with  two  guns,  on  a  point  of  rock,  and  the  instant  I  had  anchored,  with- 
out one  act  of  hostility  or  menace  on  my  part,  and  without  any  previous  parley  on  theirs,  com- 
menced hostilities  by  training  the  guns  on  my  nearest  vessel,  and  then  on  the  boat  which  was 
approaching  the  shore;  and  nothing,  I  presume,  but  the  perplexity  in  which  they  were  kept  between 
the  two  objects,  prevented  them  from  firing  on  us;  they  dispersed  before  our  party  reached  their 
battery,  the  guns  of  which  we  spiked.  We  found  the  village  entirely  deserted — no  human  being 
to  be  found  with  whom  we  could  hold  parley.  When  it  is  recollected  that  I  had  established 
a  good  understanding  with  the  Governors  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico;  was  acting  in  concert  with  them, 
had  remitted  to  their  jurisdiction  pirates  whom  we  had  taken,  and  who  had  been  punished  by 
the  local  governments;  when  all  this  was  known  and  notorious,  how  could  I,  in  reason,  account 
for  these  demonstrations  of  hostility,  immediately  on  my  approach  to  the  harbor  of  Foxardo,  and 
for  the  flight  of  the  party,  and  the  desertion  of  the  village?  Was  I  not  authorized,  nay  bound, 
to  conclude  from  the  circumstances,  taken  in  connection  with  the  infamous  character  of  the  place,  that  it 
was  a  piratical  establishment?  Did  it  not  require,  at  any  rate,  further  investigation,  and  that  I  should 
proceed  to  examine  into  the  state  of  things  at  the  small  town  of  Foxardo,  only  a  mile  or  two  from  the 
harbor?  Nothing,  I  think,  can  exceed  the  caution  and  moderation  with  which  I  proceeded.  A  flag 
was  sent  in  advance  with  a  letter,  addressed  to  a  sort  of  inferior  magistrate  called  an  alcalde,  the  only 
officer,  except  a  very  low  and  disreputable  person  called  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  was  to  be  found 
there.  As  we  followed  the  flag  into  the  interior,  the  most  perfect  order  prevailed  among  our  troops;  and 
no  whisper  of  complaint  has  been  heard  of  the  slightest  injury  to  the  persons  or  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  further  we  advanced,  new  circumstances  of  suspicion  to  confirm  all  we  had  heard,  and  all  we 
had  inferred  from  what  happened  at  our  first  landing  arose.  There  was  the  same  irregular  assemblage 
of  armed  men;  equally  equivocal  in  character  and  appearance,  as  those  who  had  been  dispersed  at  the 
battery,  without  any  of  the  ordinary  badges  to  distinguish  them  as  belonging  to  the  government  of  the 
country;  and,  by  their  causeless  hostility,  justifying  the  worst  suspicions  of  their  character  and  intentions. 
When  I  met  the  alcalde,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  better  sort  from  the  town,  he  excused  himself,  for 
his  conduct  to  Lieuts.  Piatt  and  Ritchie,  as  under  compulsion  from  others:  and  this  was  repeated  to  Lieut. 
Piatt,  by  the  interpreter  and  another  person  in  the  alcalde's  train.  The  nature  of  the  person  and  the  per- 
sons from  whom  it  proceeded  were  not  explained;  and  as  Lieut.  Piatt  declares,  there  appeared  some 
strange  mystery  about  the  transaction.  The  mystery  may,  perhaps,  be  very  satisfactorily  cleared  up; 
when  it  is  recollected  Lieuts.  Piatt  and  Ritchie,  at  their  former  visit,  had  at  first  been  received  by  the 
alcalde  with  civility;  but  that  the  rabble  were  extremely  exasperated  against  them.  From  all  which, 
connected  with  the  infamy  of  the  place,  and  the  very  suspicious  conduct  and  appearance  of  the  people 

*  Vide  documents  acoompanying  the  Presidenfs  Message  to  Congress,  2d  December,  1823,  p.  156,  157,  174. 


348  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  210. 

whom  we  encountered,  it  might  reasonably  enough  be  concluded,  that  the  pirates  were  strong  both  in 
numbers  and  influence,  and  had  overawed  and  held  in  subjectinn  the  miserable  functionary,  who  bore  the 
badge  without  the  substance  of  a  regularly  constituted  authority:  which  it  would  have  been  absurd,  and 
derogatory  to  any  government  to  have  treated  as  qualified  to  challenge  the  respect  due  to  a  sovereign  in 
the  person  of  his  representative. 

Then,  was  not  here  presented  a  clear  case  of  "  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain  ceasing  at  the  point  where 
her  weakness  failed  to  maintain  her  authority?" 

What  possible  distinction  between  the  hostile  appropriation  of  Spanish  territory  and  Spanish  means, 
to  our  injury,  by  the  pirates  in  this  instance,  and  by  the  Seminolcs  and  other  savages  in  Florida?  In 
truth,  every  circuiiislance  and  every  reason  that  were  admitted  as  the  most  triumphant  justification  of 
the  course  iimsiicd  in  the  campaign  in  Florida,  are  here  more  clear  and  pronounced;  and  yet  because  I 
merely  di.s]ihiy(i.l  my  I'oree  on  Spanish  territory,  byway  of  intimidation;  exacted  an  apology  for  the  past, 
and  promise  of  amendment  for  the  future;  and  spike  two  guns  from  which,  on  leaving  the  harbor,  I 
should  have  been  in  imminent  danger  of  a  raking  fire,  from  a  lawless  banditti,  who  might  have  secreted 
themselves  from  pursuit  and  punishment:  for  this  have  I  been  recalled  in  displeasure,  and  subjected  to  a 
rigorous  and  penal  prosecution:  notwitiistanding  the  clear  proof,  now  manifest  to  the  court,  that  the  most 
beneficial  Consequences  had  resulted  from  this  operation:  that  instead  of  producing  any  impediment  to 
the  service,  from  the  ill-will  either  of  the  authorities  or  inhabitants  of  the  island,  it  served  to  awe  the 
disafiected,  and  inspire  universal  respect  for  our  arms  and  chai'acter.  From  the  subsequent  correspon- 
dence of  Lieut.  Sloat,  it  appears  that  Governor  Torre  had  been  reported  to  have  dropped  some  hasty 
expressions  of  anger;  but  if  he  really  uttered  such,  it  was  a  momentary  ebullition;  for  his  letter  to  Lieut. 
Sloat,  of  the  ITth  March  last,  sufficiently  demonstrates  his  good-will;  and,  indeed,  contains  warmer 
expressions  of  thanks  for  our  exertions,  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  of  his  pi'eceding  communications. 
The  effect  upon  the  public  in  general  was  decided  and  instantaneous;  indeed  the  increased  respect  and 
confidence  in  the  vigor,  determination,  and  efficiency  of  our  measures;  and  the  consequent  facilities  likely 
to  be  obtained,  in  the  pursuit  of  our  object,  exceeded  all  expectation.  The  pul)lic  honors  bestowed  on 
Lieut.  Piatt,  at  Ponce,  only  forty  miles  from  Foxardo,  and  expressly  on  account  of  the  share  he  had  borne 
in  the  affair  of  Foxardo,  may  give  some  idea  of  the  prevailing  sentiment. 

As  I  have  said,  nothing  could  exceed  the  astonishment  with  which  I  received  an  intimation  of  the 
displeasure  of  my  own  government.  The  only  apprehension  I  entertained,  and  the  only  circumstance 
having  the  remotest  tendency  to  self-reproach  in  the  whole  affair,  were,  that  I  had  fallen  too  far  short  of 
the  point  to  which  my  authority  would  have  reached,  and  to  which  my  du-ty  under  existing  circumstances 
should  have  pushed  it:  and,  at  this  day,  if  I  were  under  trial  for  not  having  seized  and  garrisoned  or  des- 
troyed the  village  at  the  harbor,  and  even  the  town  of  Foxardo,  as  pernicious  pirate  nests;  for  not  having 
arrested  and  made  prisoners  the  people;  or  those  at  any  rate  who  had  made  any  demonstrations  of  hos- 
tility; I  should  have  conceived  myself  in  far  more  danger  of  censure,  for  having  left  undone  those  things 
which  I  ought  to  have  done,  than  now,  for  doing  those  things  which  I  ought  not  to  have  done. 

My  best,  if  not  my  only  defence,  in  such  case  would  have  been,  the  want  of  the  force  and  the  means 
necessarj'  to  give  complete  effect  to  the  operation ;  and  the  eventual  benefits  resulting  from  the  actual  and 
more  moderate  operation. 

It  may  possibly  be  doubted  whether  the  pursuit  and  arrest  of  pirates  on  tho  high  seas  under  a  regu- 
lar commission  from  a  sovereign  power,  and  with  the  public  armed  Idicc  of  tho  country,  be  a  war  or  a 
mere  exertion  of  the  power  of  internal  police  for  the  arrest  and  judicial  iiuuishmeut  of  criminals.  In  short 
the  want  of  a  regular  declaration  of  war  may  be  iiisislcd  nu. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  what  with  the  ciPiitiiUMlly  recurring  wars  with  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
Barbary  States,  and  more  recently  with  England,  iii>t  omitting  what  has  been  called  the  qvaai  war 
with  France,  in  1198,  this  country  has  enjoyed  but  very  short  intervals  of  peace  since  the  formation  of 
the  government;  and  yet,  there  stands  upon  record  but  the  single  instance  of  a  declaration  of  war,  in  that 
against  England,  on  the  18th  June,  1812.  The  Constitution  has  vested  in  Congress,  the  exclusive  power 
of  declaring  war;  but  they  may  also  provide  for  the  calling  out  of  the  necessary  force  to  suppress  insur- 
rections and  repel  invasion:  and  they  have  executed  this  last  power  by  a  special  act  of  Congress 
empowering  the  President  to  call  out  the  proper  force  on  such  occasions.  All  our  Indian  wars,  with 
every  characteristic  and  concomitant  of  the  most  regular  u-ar,  have  resulted  from  the  mere  act  of  having 
placed  at  the  disjxisal  of  the  President  a  military  force,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  to  repel  the 
hostile  inciirsiiiiis  of  the  Indians.  The  war  commencing  in  this  merely  defensive  operation,  has  resulted 
in  all  the  incidental  cunsequencos,  which  we  have  scx'u  exemplified  in  General  Jackson's  campaign  in 
Florida,  and  in  all  the  preceding  Imiian  wais;  i'or  none  of  them  were  commenced  under  any  more  formal 
declaration,  or  with  any  more  solcinn  iirclimiiiarics,  than  lliat  of  a  hostile  invasion  repelled  by  force;  and 
of  a  defensive  war  pushed,  in  its  eoiisr([ueiiccs,  to  ofiViisivc  operations  in  order  to  make  the  defence 
effectual  and  complete.  So  the  wars  with  the  Barbary  States  were  commenced  in  the  same  way:  a  naval 
force  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  against  the  Barbary 
cruisers,  and  the  history  of  our  naval  operations  is  too  well  known  to  this  court  to  justify  me  in  taking 
up  their  time,  by  recounting  the  captures  by  sea,  the  blockades,  the  menaced  bombardments,  the  inter- 
cepting of  enemy  property  in  neutral  bottoms,  and  all  tlie  other  concomitants  and  incidents  of  the  most 
regular  of  maratime  wars  which  have  resulted  from  this  simple  measure  of  defence.  So  the  modified 
hostilities  with  France,  limited,  as  they  were  supposed  to  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  law  that  authorized 
them,  to  a  mere  resistance  of  the  abused  right  of  search,  and  to  the  capture  of  such  of  their  public  or 
private  armed  ships  as  should  be  found  committing  aggressions  upon  our  commerce,  immediately  blazed 
out  in  all  the  ardor  of  a  maritime  war,  unlimited  in  its  spirit  and  extent  but  by  the  scarcity  of  objects,  in 
the  condition  of  the  French  marine,  upon  which  the  valor  and  enterprise  of  our  vavy  could  be  displayed. 
We  did  not  wait  till  a  French  frigate  or  armed  cruiser  could  be  met  flagrant  with  aggression,  but  in 
what  place,  condition  or  circumstances  soever  met,  she  was  instantly  attacked,  taken,  and  held  as  lawful 
prize  of  war. 

This  war  against  the  pirates  in  the  West  Indies,  was  just  as  formally  declared  as  any  of  our  pre- 
ceding wars  by  land  or  sea,  except  the  late  war  with  England,  and  carried  with  it  all  the  concomitants 
and  incidents  of  a  public  war;  without  regard  to  the  form  of  the  preliminaries,  or  the  circumstances  of  its 
eonmieneement.  The  machine  once  put  in  motion,  was  impelled  by  its  own  inherent  energies,  without 
the  help  of  proclamations  or  other  paper  muniments. 

A  naval  force  was  placed  by  a  law  of  Congress  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  to  be  employed  in 
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the  most  effectual  way  aceovdin.j?  tn  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  under  suitable  instructions  to  the 
commanders,  in  i('|iclliii,ii-  the  a-'-rcssidiis  and  depredations  of  the  pirates.*  Under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  and  the  instnutidiis  ol'  the  i'rcsidcnt,  the  war  against  the  pirates  was  commenced  and  carried  on. 
Tiiat  it  was  a  regular  wai-  against  public  enemies,  and  entitled  not  only  to  equal  but  to  greater  respect 
from  other  nations,  than  ordinary  wars,  is  clearly  estalilishcd  liy  reason  and  authority.  Pirates  are  not 
the  enemies  of  one  nation  only,  but  of  the  whole  lininaii  race,  and  all  civilized  nations  are,  or  ought  to  be 
in  league  against  tliem;  there  can,  in  the  nature  of  things,  lie  nci  neutrals  in  such  a  war.  As  I  have  before 
remark<'il,  the  rights  of  war  in  general,  seem  to  have  been  derived  for  the  most  part  from  the  analogies 
of  war  against  piiates.  We  find  that  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  explaining  and  justifying 
the  conduct  ui:  General  Jackson,  towards  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida,  enumerates  their  encourage- 
ment of  buccaneering,  as  one  of  the  enormities  which  has  iiafiiliil  their  neutral  character;  and  General 
Jackson  himself,  in  his  official  correspondence,  justifying  tlic  a]i|)airiit  severity  of  his  proceeeings  against 
persons  claiming  Spanish  protection,  can  find  no  more  emphatic  rciiriil>ation  of  their  character,  as  placing 
them  and  their  abettors  out  of  the  pale  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  justilying  every  extremity  against  both, 
than  to  denominate  them  land  pirates.  Grotius,  as  I  have  remarked,  infers  belligerent  rights,  in  regard 
to  third  parties,  not  being  enemies,  from  the  analogous  right  to  destroy  pirates,  though  to  the  danger 
and  probable  damage  of  innocent  persons. 

If  the  question  rested  on  general  reason  and  authority,  it  would  seem  to  be  settled.  But  I  have 
a  stronger  and  more  practical  warrant,  in  the  very  instructions  which  I  am  charged  with  having  violated: 
a  document  that  loses  none  of  the  authority  due  to  its  official  character,  from  having  been  signed,  and 
probably  indited  by  a  gentleman  whose  talents  and  learning  have  illustrated  a  high  judicial  station  in 
New  York,  before  he  was  called  to  the  administration  of  the  Navy  Department;  and  are  now  added  to 
the  splendid  assemblage  of  the  same  qualities,  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
These  instructions  lay  down  the  doctrine,  and  apply  it  to  the  actual  case,  in  terms  that  leave  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  as  to  the  relations  in  which  I  was  to  hold  myself,  as  well  towards  the  pirates  as  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  people. 

"Yon  will  announce  (says  my  letter  of  instructions)  your  arrival  and  object  to  the  authorities,  civil 
and  military,  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  endeavor  to  obtain,  as  far  as  shall  be  practicable,  their  co-ope- 
ration, or  at  least  their  favorable  and  friendly  support,  giving  them  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  that 
your  sole  object  is  the  destruction  of  pirates. 

"The  system  of  piracy  which  has  grown  up  in  the  West  Indies,  has  obviously  arisen  from  the  war 
between  Spain  and  the  new  governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  and  from  the  limited 
force  in  the  islands  and  their  sparse  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  uninhabited  and 
desolate,  to  which  the  active  authority  of  the  government  does  not  extend.  It  is  understood  that  estab- 
lishments have  been  made  by  parties  of  these  banditti  in  those  uninhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry 
their  plunder,  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  government  of  any  island 
will  afford  any  protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,'  confidently  be 
believed  that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power 
for  their  suppression.  Pirates  are  considered,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race. 
It  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  put  them  down;  and  none  who  respect  their  own  character  or  interest 
will  refuse  to  do  it,  much  less  afford  them  an  asylum  and  protection.  The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest 
exertions  to  suppress  such  banditti,  has  the  greatest  merit.  In  making  such  exertions  it  has  a  right  to 
the  aid  of  every  other  power  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  to  the  enjoyment,  under  its  sanction,  of  all 
its  rights  in  the  pursuit  of  the  object.  In  the  case  of  belligerents,  where  the  army  of  one  party  enters 
the  territory  of  a  neutral  power,  the  army  of  the  other  has  a  riglit  to  follow  it  there. 

"  In  tlie  case  of  pirates,  the  right  of  the  armed  force  of  one  power  to  follow  them  into  the  territory 
of  another,  is  more  complete.  In  regard  to  pirates  there  is  no  neutral  partj';  they  being  the  enemies  of 
the  human  race  all  nations  are  parties  against  them,  and  may  be  considered  as  allies." 

I  lost  no  time  in  establishing  an  understanding  with  the  Governors  of  Porto  Kico  and  Cuba,  as 
recommended  by  these  instructions;  and,  as  fully  appears  from  the  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's message  to  Congress,  December  2,  1823,  before  referred  to.  From  these  it  has  been  seen  that  both 
the  governors  recognized,  without  hesitation,  the  meritorious  character  of  the  war;  pledged  themselves 
fur  every  aid  and  co-operation  in  their  power;  that,  in  various  instances,  they  did  co-operate,  and  actu- 
ally received  prisoners  taken  by  our  squadron,  both  at  sea  and  on  land,  and  had  them  executed.  Thus, 
the  presumption  upon  which  my  instructions  proceeded,  that  the  local  governments  of  these  islands  were 
to  be  considered  and  treated  as  allies,  in  a  regular  war,  was  confirmed  and  consolidated  into  a  solemn 
compact,  followed  by  all  the  practical  and  open  evidences  of  alliance  and  common  cause. 

1  conceive  it  to  have  been  clearly  made  out  that,  in  the  simple  character  of  neutrals,  the  conduct  of 
the  people  of  Foxardo  would  have  justified  stronger  measures  than  any  adopted  by  me  towards  them; 
but,  as  the  subjects  of  an  ally  embarked  in  a  common  cause,  they  were  out  of  the  pale  of  protection 
from  their  own  state;  they  were  identified  with  the  enemy  of  their  own  state,  and  the  worst  species  of 
enemy — pirates. 

They  were  themselves  either  actually  or  constructively  pirates;  and,  in  attacking  and  subduing 
them  (if  I  had  gone  that  length)  I  should  have  attacked  and  subdued  the  enemies  of  the  very  state 
whose  territory  and  sovereignty  I  am  charged  with  having  violated. 

The  only  question,  then,  that  remains,  is,  whether  it  were  a  violation  of  my  instructions  to  have 
awed  these  people  into  some  regard  for  their  own  duties  towards  both  the  allies,  and  some  greater  respect 
to  the  allied  arms,  by  a  display  of  military  power — pushed  no  further  than  to  produce  the  moi-al  effect  of 
operating  on  their  fears,  by  a  demonstration  of  what  we  could  and  would  do  if  they  persisted  in  their 
iniquities.  The  question,  then,  maybe  reduced  to  this:  whether  a  set  of  instructions  that  passed  through 
the  hands  of  so  eminent  a  lawyer  and  judge  as  Secretary  Thompson,  and  had  received  the  sanction  of  his 
name,  had  been  so  imin-ovidciitly  phrased  as  to  forbid  me  from  doing  the  very  thing  I  was  sent  to  do, 
namely,  from  protecting  the  r<,iinuerce  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  piracy,  when  it  should 
so  happen  that  the  p(r|M-trai(irs,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  abettors,  associates  and  accessories  of 
the  perpetrators,  and  so  identified  in  appearance  and  circumstance  with  them  as  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  make  any  specific  distinction  between  principal  and  accessory,  appeared,  in  the  persons  who  had 
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added  to  the  crime  of  piracy  that  of  flying  in  the  face  of  the  autliority  of  that  government  under  which 
they  pretended  to  live:  an  absurdity  upon  the  face  of  the  proposition,  and,  therefore,  impossible  to  be 
inferred  from  any  sensible  and  well  advised  instructions. 

Still,  it  may  be  more  satisfactory  to  enter  into  some  analysis  of  that  document,  in  order  to  see  if  its 
terms  give  any  colur  tn  so  stran-c  an  imimtation  on  its  consistency. 

Let  it  be  renuMiilicieil  that  tin'  iiui'stioii  is  not  whether  my  instructions,  in  terms,  import  an  authority 
to  do  the  act,  but  wlictlKr  they  pi-oliibil  it.  It  has  already  been  shown,  from  reason,  authority  and  pre- 
cedent, that,  in  proceeding  upon  the  principle  nf  srlt'-ilcr.iirc,  tn  attack  or  repel  the  enemy  by  the  same 
means  that  he  uses  for  our  annoyance,  no  act  of  Imstility  is  supposi'd  to  be  c  auiuitted  against  the  neutral 
or  allied  sovereign  when  his  territory  or  his  subjects  are  iuviilved  iu  the  consequences  of  belligerent 
operations. 

That  it  was  not  to  attack  or  to  punish  Spain,  but  simply  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  enem_y  through 
her  instrumentality,  and  with  her  means,  was  the  principle  assumed  throughout  the  whole  of  General 
Jackson's  justification.  To  have  made  war  upon  Spain,  for  any  cause;  either  for  her  violation  of  treaties, 
or  for  her  breach  of  neutrality,  could  have  been  justified  in  no  other  way,  but  by  the  express  authority  of 
Congress,  who  have  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  peace  and  war,  and  are  the  exclusive  judges  when  and 
for  what  provocations  war  shall  be  declared.  It  is  for  them,  and  them  alone,  to  ilecidc  wiietlii'r  national 
insults  or  injuries  shall  be  resented  or  waived.  The  utmost  extent  of  the  rrcsident's  power,  is  to  call 
out  the  force  of  the  nation  to  repel  invasions;  in  the  exercise  of  which  power,  it  is  true,  almost  all  our 
belligerent  operations,  since  the  existence  of  the  government,  have  been  carried  on.  All  these  operations, 
then,  upim  Spanish  territory  and  subjects,  by  way  of  self-defence  against  our  enemy,  residt  from  the 
incidental  rights  of  actual  war,  as  fully  vested  in  every  naval  or  military  commander,  to  whose  hands 
the  arms  of  the  republic  are  committed,  as  in  the  President  himself.  The  only  difference  is,  that  the 
President,  in  his  quality  of  commander-in-chief,  may  restrain  or  modify,  at  pleasure,  the  practical  exercise 
of  the  right,  by  them  in  command  under  him;  but,  in  the  absence  of  such  restraining  order,  these  high 
belligerent  rights  exist,  in  their  full  force,  in  the  person  of  the  officer  in  the  immediate  i-oiimiand,  whatever 
be  his  rank.  Upon  that  principle  was  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  towns  and  |)osts  in  I'lorida,  explained 
and  justified.  The  American  note,  before  cited,  expressly  states,  that  General  .lackson  had  no  order, 
from  his  government,  to  take  them;  but  that  lie  derided,  from  his  own  iliseretion,  npi'ii  tln'  measure;  "of 
the  necessity  for  which  he  had  the  most  r(/'<'<-liiiil  iii<v:i.<  lA'  i'i<v\\in\'j:  n  ji'ihjmriil;  and  the  vinilieati(.in  of 
which  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  iu  the  iiist  law  of  nature-   sell-defence." 

Then  my  justification  requires  no  order  or  instruc  ion  commanding  m-  authorizing,  while  it  is  indis- 
pensable, to  the  crimination  of  my  conduct,  that  some  order  should  be  shown  forbidding  me  to  exercise 
the  otherwise  clear  right  to  adopt  the  highly  expedient,  necessary,  and,  in  all  its  public  results,  most 
fortunate  measure,  now  in  question.  The  incidental  power,  to  its  fullest  extent,  was  inherent  to  my 
command;  unless  that  command  had  been  stripped  of  it,  by  a  positive  order-.  This  brings  us  directly  to 
the  question, 'whether  my  instructions,  of  the  1st  February,  1823,  do,  in  terms,  forbid  me  to  exercise 
this  power.  I  maintain,  not  only  that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  such  prohibition,  express  or  im])lied, 
but  that  the  course  of  eontluet  wliieli  I  puisued,  is  eujoiued  by  my  instructions;  and  if  I  had  neglected 
that  injunction,  I  should  at  once  have  liasely  beiiaye(l  tlie  high  and  sovereign  rights  of  war;  with  which 
the  glory  and  safety  of  the  nation  are  so  essentiully  connected;  and  have  violated  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
my  instructions,  by  a  course  of  conduct  directly  opposite  to  that,  now  imputed  to  me,  as  a  disobedience 
of  orders. 

I  shall  proceed  to  lay  down  a  few  simple  rules  of  interpretation,  by  which  the  sense,  in  which  I  clearly 
understood  and  acted,  upon  my  instructions,  may  be  demonstrated,  as  their  true  import  and  meaning. 

1.  The  reason  or  final  cause,  the  main  end  to  be  accomplished,  deserves  the  first  consideration. 
Then,  I  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  squadron,  for  the,purpose  of  "repressing  piracy,  and  afford- 
ing c/ft'cliinl  protection  to  the  rlfiz<'n^  and  commerce  of  the  United  States."  I  am  told  that  it  is  "my  duty 
to  protect  our  coniuii'r<-e  aiiainst  all  unlawful  interruptions,  and  to  guard  the  rights  both  of  ^er.50ws  and 
2)roi'iTtii  of  the  i-i/i:rii.^  of  the  United  States  irherevev  it  shall  become  necessary."  Such  is  the  final  cause, 
or  end  of  the  armament.  It  was  upon  this  principle,  mainly,  that  (ieneral  Jackson  rested  ibe  justilication 
of  his  procedure  in  Florida,  when  he  appealed  to  his  instruiti.>ns,  from  the  \\'ar  ne|iarinient,  iu  which  he 
was  informed  that  the  "honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  re(|uireil  a  speedy  and  siu-cessful  termi- 
nation of  the  war:"  and,  he  argues,  that  he  pursued  the  only  means  by  which  he  could  have  effectuated 
that  intent;  and  that  the  intent,  both  general  and  particular,  expressed  in  the  order,  justified  the  means: 
those  means  being,  in  themselves,  entirely  conformable  to  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  war.* 

The  means,  by  which  I  was  to  have  accomplished  the  object  of  my  command,  were  left  to  my  dis- 
cretion, under  the  guidance  of  some  general  rules.  The  limitations  of  my  authority  from  which  anything 
like  a  prohibition  may  be  inferred,  are  expressed  in  two  clauses.  I  am,  in  the  first  place,  told  that 
"where  a  government  exists  and  is  felt,  you  will,  in  all  instances,  respect  the  local  authorities;  and  only 
act  in  aid  of,  and  co-operation  with  them:"  and  again,  "in  no  case  are  you  to  pursue  and  apprehend  any 
one,  after  having  been  forbidden  to  do  so,  by  comjMent  authoritij  of  the  local  governments.'"  Now  the 
the  term  "government,"  or  "local  government,"  certainly  means  the  supreme  power  of  the  (■onntry;  and, 
in  reference  to  the  Spanish  islands,  means  the  several  provincial  governments  there  established,  called 
local,  in  contradisliuctiou  to  the  government  of  the  mother  ciuiuti y,  which  is  supreme  over  all.  It  cannot 
be  pretended,  that  the  term  compri  hcuds  the  inferior  magistrates  of  obscure  towns  and  villages.  Then 
this  government  must  not  only  ci/.-./.  but  must  be  /'c//,-  and  fell  to  what  purpose,  and  to  what  extent? 
Surely,  to  no  less  than  to  maintain,  practically  and  ellicicnliy,  its  sovereign  and  active  authority,  in  the 
country;  to  the  purpose  and  to  the  extent  of  I'lolding  it  inviolate,  from  the  inroads  of  the  counnon  enemy. 
In  a  preceding  part  of  the  instructions,  pUices  to  which  the  "  wtivi-  aiithonli/  of  the  governnicnt  does  not 
extend,"  are  spoken  of:  nor  can  it  be  less  than  the  active  authority  of  thc'go\-ernnient,  iu  any  case,  that 
I  was  bound  to  respect.  I  am  told,  repeatedly,  in  my  instructions,  that  I  am  U>  pnsuinc  that  the  Spanish 
authorities  and  jic(jj)li'  will  make  common  cause  with  me,  and  cordially  co-operate  with  me:  I  am  told  so 
iu  the  very  clause  which  requires  me  to  respect  the  local  governments:  and  strange,  indeed,  if  I  had 
been  required  to  respect  them  on  any  other  terms.  I  was  acting,  not  only  upon  this  presumption,  but 
upon  the  faith  of  direct  and  positive  assurances  from  these  very  local  governments,  that  they  would  so 


'  Vido  Kites'  Register,  vol.  18,  p,  321-2. 
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co-operate;  confirmed  by  unequivocal  acts  of  co-operation.  When  I  came  to  discover,  upon  these  islands, 
extensive  settlements  of  pirates,  in  the  various  disguises  of  fishermen,  &c.;  when  I  found  considerable 
districts,  in  the  possession,  or  under  the  controlling  infiuence,  of  pirates;  would  it  have  comported  with 
due  res])ect  to  the  local  governments,  to  have  presumed  that  such  infamous  abuses  were  by  their  autho- 
rity; and  that,  by  attacking  the  pirates,  I  should  be  invading  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  governments? 
Are  these  pirates  to  be  viewed,  in  such  circumstances,  as  "Spanish  authorities,  or  people,"  in  the  sense 
of  my  instruction.';? 

if  such  were  the  presumptions  upon  which  we  were  to  act,  we  committed  innumerable  transgressions, 
in  the  instances  of  the  several  piratical  establishments  broken  up  and  destroyed,  without  complaint,  on 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  as  before  mentioned. 

But  the  meaning  of  this  injunction,  to  respect  the  local  authorities,  where  a  government  exists  and 
is  felt,  is  decided  by  its  immediate  context;  for  it  goes  on  to  direct  that  I  shall  only  act  in  aid  of,  and 
co-operation  with,  them.  Now  the  one  of  these  injunctions,  is  just  as  obligatory  as  i\w  other:  those 
whom  I  am  to  respect,  I  must  co-operate  with  and  aid:  they  must  be  in  a  i-nnilitiiui  In  chiillcnge  the  obser- 
vance of  both,  or  of  neither.  Then,  if  I  am  to  respect  (he  pci.plc  ami  authorilics  df  tlie  ishmds,  who  are 
identified  in  character  and  conduct,  with  the  pirates,  I  must  also  act  in  aid  uf  and  cu-npcratiun  with  them; 
and  how  consistent  this  may  be,  the  main  end  and  aim  of  repressing  piracy,  and  affording-  effectual  pro- 
tection to  the  commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  needs  no  remark  to  illustrate.  When  I  am 
told  that  I  must  not  continue  the  pursuit  of  pirates  on  shore,  "after  having  been  forbidden  to  do  so  by 
competent  atdhorily  of  the  local  government,"  should  I  have  been  justified  in  accepting  the  prohibition  of 
the  pirates  themselves;  or  of  their  known,  or  strongly  suspected  associates  and  accessories,  as  from  such 
competent  authority?  The  only  prohibition  ever  received  by  me,  was  in  the  form  of  open  hostility  and 
resistance,  no  otherwise  to  be  accounted  for,  than  as  an  attack  upon  the  suppressors,  and  a  defence  of 
the  professors  of  piracy.  Lieut.  Piatt  was  not  forbidden  the  pursuit  and  inquiry  which  occasioned  his 
first  visit  to  Foxardo:  but  he  was  at  first  received  with  insidious  civility,  and  a  professed  respect  to  his 
oflScial  character,  and  in  that  guise  conducted  to  the  town,  where  the  treatment  he  afterwards  received 
was  equally  unaccountable,  upon  any  other  ground  than  that  of  the  people,  or  a  majority  of  them,  mak- 
ing common  cause,  or  being  identitied  with  the  pirates.  I  am  further  directed,  if  the  crews  of  any 
vessels,  which  I  have  either  seen  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy,  or  have  just  cause  to  suspect,  as  being  of 
that  character,  retreat  into  the  ports,  harbors,  or  settled  parts  of  the  islands,  I  may  enter  in  pursuit  of 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  authorities,  or  people,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  seize  and  bring  the 
offender  to  justice;  previously  g'iving  notice,  that  it  is  my  sole  object.  Then  here  is  an  affirmative  direc- 
tion, (not  necessary  to  communicate  the  authority,  but  only  declaratory  of  an  authority  already  inherent 
to  my  command,)  to  pursue  the  enemy  into  the  ports,  harbors,  and  settled  parts  of  the  island,  but  qualified 
by  a  limitation,  which  necessarily  supposes  that  there  are  authorities  or  people  present,  who  have  the  will, 
and,  with  my  aid,  ihe  ]}ou-er  to  seize  the  offenders,  and  bring  them  to  justice.  But  suppose  no  authorities 
or  people  of  that  description  are  to  be  found;  and  though  the  country  be  ever  so  thickly  settled,  it  is 
occupied  and  held  by  pirates  and  their  accessories,  who  exert  a  controlling  influence  and  effective  power 
over  the  district,  and  hold  what  people  and  authorities  there  may  be,  in  check,  or  in  close  alliance:  is  not 
the  hypothesis,  upon  which  the  limitation  of  my  otherwise  absolute  authority  is  expressly  founded,  done 
away,  and  is  not  that  authority  consequently  left  in  its  pristine  force?  Is  there  any  possible  construction 
of  the  document  that  could  require  of  me  to  aid  and  assist  people  to  seize  and  bring  themselves  to  jus- 
tice? The  very  case  put  by  my  instructions,  as  requiring  the  pursuit  of  the  piratical  crew,  was  presented. 
I  had  just  cause  more  than  to  suspect  that  such  a  crew,  which  had  I'obbed  an  "  American  citizen"  at  St. 
Thomas,  had  retreated  with  their  plunder  to  Foxardo;  and,  in  the  pursuit  of  them,  I  am  encountered  at 
the  threshold  by  men  of  the  most  equivocal  appearance,  who  stand  forward  to  resist  the  pursuers  and 
defend  the  pursued  without  parley  or  warning  of  any  kind.  Then,  was  I  not  bound  to  conclude,  that 
these  men  knew  what  they  were  about,  and  that  the  defenders  and  the  persons  pursued  were  the  same? 
I  knew  to  a  certainty  that  they  were  not,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  not  be,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  local  government;  but  I  had  the  strongest  grounds  to  presume  that  they  were  acting 
against  it.  What  reason  had  I  to  presume  that  they  had  any  better  authority  than  the  pirates  who  fired 
upon  Captain  Cassin,  near  Cayo  Blanco,  and  upon  Lieutenants  Kearney  and  Newton  at  Cape  Cruz;  and 
wiio,  on  other  occasions,  and  at  other  places,  committed  the  like  violence,  and,  upon  being  pursued  to  the 
interior,  were  found  to  be  settled  in  fishing  villages,  defended  by  cannon  advantageously  posted  on  the 
rocks? 

It  seems  to  me  j^ainly  impossible  to  construe  my  instructions  as  a  prohibition  of  the  operation  upon 
Foxardo,  consistently  either  with  their  context,  or  with  the  prominent  and  declared  reason,  or  final  cause 
of  the  course  of  service  which  they  prescribed.  A  learned  and  judicious  author  has  said,  that  "  the 
nature  of  every  law  must  be  judged  of  by  the  end  for  which  it  was  made,  and  by  the  aptness  of  thino-s 
therein  prescribed,  unto  the  same  end;"   a  rule  which  absolutely  concludes  the  present  question. 

2.  The  rule,  which  requires  an  expression  to  be  interpreted  from  its  relation  to  what  goes  before, 
and  what  follows  the  place  where  it  stands,  "has  been  embraced  under  the  head  of  rational  interpretation 
already  considered."  But  another  rule,  entering  largely  into  every  question  of  interpretation,  is  derived 
from  "  the  circumstance  of  the  same,  or  equivalent  expressions  being  used  by  the  same  person,  to  express 
the  same  intentions,  on  other  similar  occasions."* 

Upon  this  point,  it  becomes  material  to  examine  the  orders  or  instructions  under  which  General 
Jackson  acted,  in  the  campaign  before  mentioned.  The  restrictive  clauses  of  these  orders,  being  more 
directly  to  the  point,  shall  be  more  particularly  noticed:  they  are  explained  by  two  documents:  1st — The 
President's  message  to  Congress,  March  '25,  ISIS,  declares  that  "to  the  high  obligations  and  privileges 
of  the  great  and  sacred  right  (if  seirdefence.  iriU  the  movement  of  our  troops  be  confined;  orders  are 
accordingly  given  to  the  general,  not  to  enter  Florida,  but  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy;  and  in  that  case  to 
respect  the  Spanish  authority  wherever  it  is  maintained:' ■\  2dly — in  Mr.  Adams'  letter  to  our  minister 
at  Madrid,  the  order  is  laid  down  in  nearly  the  same  terms. J  Tlie  only  difference  between  the  terms  of 
the  restriction  upon  him,  and  upon  me,  is  that  in  my  case,  the  government  must  he  felt;  in  his,  its 
authority  maintained — and  what  difference  there  may  be  between  these  terms  may  be  explained,'  (if 
indeed  explanation  can  be  necessary,)  by  a  reference  to  the  President's  subsequent  message,  of  Novem- 


3  Cam.  Grot.,  p.  U5,  sec.  7.  t.Vide  Niles'  Reg.,  vol.  15,  p.  100.  •      J  Vide  ibid,  p.  371. 
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ber  17th,  1818,  where  this  very  expression  of  a  government  being  felt  is  used;*  and  though  there  was  a 
regularly  organized  colonial  government,  in  possession  of  towns  and  fortified  places,  with  well  appointed 
garrisons,  within  the  precincts  of  which  Spanish  authority  was  paramount  and  undisputed;  yet,  because 
their  authority  was  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  walls  of  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  &c.,  because 
they  could  not  exercise  an  efficient  and  active  authority  over  those  without  the  walls;  and  because  all 
these  strongholds  were  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  Indian  hostility,  the  authority  of  the  gov- 
ernment was  held  not  to  have  been  "maintained,"  not  to  have  been  "felt,"  even  within  the  walls  of 
places  garrisoned  by  their  troops;  not  even  in  the  capitals  of  their  provinces,  where  the  government 
actually  resided.  These  very  places  were  taken,  because  the  autliority  of  the  government  was  not  main- 
tained or  felt,  to  the  extent  required  by  her  neutral  duties,  and  necessary  to  give  effect  to  our  lawful 
means  of  repressing  Indian  hostilities.  When  the  general  found  that  the  government  was  not  sufficiently 
maintained  or  felt,  to  fulfill  the  final  cause  or  end  of  his  military  operations,  but  tended  to  defeat  it,  he 
was  justified  in  concluding  that  it  was  not  maintained  or  felt  to  the  degree  supposed  by  the  limitation  in 
his  instructions,  and  of  course  that  the  limitation  fell  with  the  hypothesis  upon  which  it  was  founded. 

Lest  it  be  surmised  that  the  government  was  secretly  actuated  by  any  poHcy  to  attack  and  under- 
mine Spanish  power  in  the  Floridas,  not  applicable  to  the  state  of  things  in  the  West  Indies,  (if  it  be 
necessary  to  vindicate  the  government  against  any  sort  of  double  dealing.)  I  may  refer  to  the  successive 
orders  from  the  War  Department  to  Generals  Gaines  and  Jackson,  from  the  2d  December,  ISII,  to  the 
6th  February,  1818. f  By  these  it  appears,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  policy  and  inclination  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  embroiled  with  Spain  at  that  time.  The  state  of  the  pending  negotiation  is  referred  to  as 
rendering  it  impolitic  to  provoke  her;  and  General  Gaines  is  instructed,  that,  if  the  Indians,  when 
pursued  into  Florida,  shelter  themselves  under  a  Spanish  fort,  he  is  to  stop,  and  give  notice  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

A  practical  construction  is  given  to  my  orders,  by  the  toleration  of  all  the  previous  descents  upon 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  followed  by  the  destruction  of  settlements,  having  all  the  appearance  of  innocent 
fishing  villages,  where  were  assembled  men,  women,  and  children,  of  all  ages;  and  which  were,  never- 
theless, found  to  belong  to  pirates,  in  disguise. | 

But,  suppose  I  have  failed  to  establish  the  construction  of  my  orders,  as  understood  by  myself,  and 
now  explained;  does  it  follow  that  I  am  guilty  of  any  disobedience  of  orders,  under  the  naval  articles  of 
war?     The  negative  may  be  clearlj'  maintained,  on  two  grounds. 

1.  The  articles  of  war  look  only  to  orders  given  by  a  superior  officer  in  immediate  command;  not  to 
general  instructions  from  the  government;  the  observance  of  which,  it  is  supposed,  the  government  has, 
in  its  own  hands,  the  means  of  enforcing. 

2.  The  instructions  are  discretionary;  and  no  officer  can  be  charged  with  the  breach  of  a  discre- 
tionary order,  unless  he  willfully  and  corruptly  misconstrue  and  ixTvint  them.  For  no  mistake  of  judgment 
can  be,  in  the  nature  of  things,  punishable.  Here  is  the  law  nl  nations  laid  down  to  me  in  my  instructions; 
to  be  applied  in  a  great  variety  of  supposed  circumstances,  td  facts  as  they  arise.  A  number  of  rules, 
defining  the  relative  rights  of  the  parties  are  prescribed,  requiring  the  exercise  of  discreet  judgment  to 
expound  them.  I  apprehend  it  to  be  impossible  for  any  man  to  review  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
without  admitting,  whatever  be  his  opinion  of  my  judgment,  or  my  reasoning,  that  I  might  not,  in  the 
honest  e.xercise  of  my  reason  and  judgment,  have  done  the  act  with  which  I  am  charged. 

To  bring  me  within  the  scope  of  this  most  penal  charge,  it  must  appear,  that  I  was  either  positively 
ordered  to  do  something  that  I  omitted,  or  positively  forbidden  to  do  something  that  I  did;  or  that,  under 
pretence  of  executing  a  discretionary  authority,  I  corruptly  or  maliciously  abused  it. 

Second  charge  and  specification. 

The  second  branch  of  the  accusation  has,  from  the  first,  occasioned  me  no  little  perplexity,  which 
has,  in  no  degree,  been  relieved  by  any  elucidation  in  the  course  of  the  present  trial.  Whether  any,  and 
what  sort  of  justification  it  made  incumbent  on  me,  was  not  so  easy  to  determine,  from  any  matter  of 
crimination,  either  distinctly  pronounced,  or  properly  to  be  inferred  from  the  context  of  the  charge  or 
the  specifications. 

The  process  neither  of  the  evidence,  nor  of  the  argument,  by  which  the  gist  of  the  prosecution,  and 
the  points  on  which  it  turned,  should  have  been  distinctly  exolaineil,  or  openly  vindicated,  has  tended  to 
possess  me  with  any  more  clear  or  detailed  iiilnniiatinn  nf  the  specific  quality  and  degr(;e  of  the  offence 
with  which  I  was  to  be  charged,  or  of  thi'  )n>iial  c(jiiseiiueiiccs  supposed  to  be  attached  to  it,  than  might 
have  been  collected  from  the  extremely  vague  and  indefinite,  if  not  unintelligibU',  terms  of  the  charge  and 
the  s|iecilicalioiis.  Indeed,  the  impenetrable  reserve,  affecting  mystery,  if  not  stmlions  of  concealment, 
by  wliicii  such  dim  and  partial  views  of  these  points  have  been  vouchsafed,  wouiil  seem  to  indicate  the 
darkest  suspicions,  and  a  necessity  for  a  prnspcution  as  inirelciiting  in  its  piupose,  and  as  unscrupulous 
in  its  means,  as  could  be,  at  all  admissible  in  any  judicial  procedure,  as  if  it  were  dealing  with  some 
wily  and  veteran  offender,  skilled  and  experienced  in  all  tiie  sulililties  of  exasion;  and  who  was  to  be 
caught  in  his  iniquities  only  by  ]iiiuncing  u|ioii  him  unawares,  and  by  concealing;-  from  him  the  quarter  of 
attack,  till  the  unseen  blow,  puslied  home  and  lelt  in  all  its  force,  should  have  o'verwhehned  him  with  the 
shame  of  open  detection,  whili'  unprovided  with  a  subtcrfuii'e,  and  iait  oif  from  all  retreat. 

I  was  instructed  liy  the  clear  and  nnlicsitatin-'  advice  of  my  counsel,  conlirjned  by  as  clear  an  insight 
into  the  merits  of  the  .lueslion  as  could  be  obtained  by  niy  own  c'onnuon  sense,  to  conclude  that  this  branch 
of  the  accusation  purported  to  <-liar,u-e  me  with  n<i  oHence  of  which  this  ccnirt  had  any  judicial  cognizance;  and 
my  own  conscience,  as  far  as  it  had  l.icen  (iili,i;litene(l  by  any  knowledge  or  conj'ecture  of  the  transactions, 
60  darkly  alluded  to,  was  equally  void  of  any  oflein-e  to  which  any  degree  of  guilt,  either  legal  or  moral, 
could  be  imputed.  Indeed  it  was  clear  enou.-ih,  upon  the  face  of  the  accusation  itself,  how  sedulously 
the  responsibility  of  having  imputed  anything  immoral  or  dishonorable,  had  been  guarded  against;  and, 
accordingly,  that  instead  of  a  definite  and  precise  charge,  supported  by  specifications,  in  any  proper  and 
legitimate  sense  of  the  term,  vague  censures,  clothed  in  loose  generalities,  and  in  the  most  ambiguous 
and  perplexed  phraseology,  had  been  introduced,  by  a  strange  abuse  of  terms,  under  the  name  of  a  charge 
and  specifications. 

•Niles' Reg.  Tol  15,  p.  213. 

+  Vide  Nilos'  Reg.,  vol.  15,  p.  303-5. 

i  Vide  Lieut.  Kearney's  report,  in  Aug.,  1823,  among  the  documents  with  the  President's  message,  of  Dec,  1823,  p.  174. 
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Perfectly  consistent  with  the  original  frame  of  the  accusation,  has  been  the  method  in  which  it  has 
been  followed  out,  in  the  proof  and  in  the  argument. 

Voluminous  masses  of  documents,  consisting  of  a  miscellaneous  correspondence,  and  a  printed 
pamphlet,  of  more  than  one  hundred  pages,  were  produced  in  evidence,  under  the  several  specifica- 
tions, and  indiscriminately  read,  from  beginning  to  end,  without  any  specific  designation  or  reference 
whatever  to  the  passages  or  the  circumstances  wherein  the  offensive  matter  was  supposed  to  consist,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  alleged  omissions,  deficiencies  and  verbal  inaccuracies,  charged  upon  that  part 
of  my  pamphlet,  which  purports  to  set  out  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry;  which  were,  indeed, 
vouchsafed  after  the  trial  had  proceeded  for  m(jre  than  a  fortnight.  Additional  masses,  little  less  volumi- 
nous, of  documeuts  and  other  collateral  evidence,  have  been  introduced,  and,  in  like  manner,  read  indiscri- 
minately, from  beginning  to  end,  without  the  slightest  intimation  of  the  charge  or  the  specification  to 
which  tiiey  were  to  be  applied,  far  less  of  tlie  bearing  they  were  supposed  to  have  on  any  point  of  the 
accusation,  or  of  the  purpose  and  object  of  their  introduction.  In  two  instances,  witnesses  have  been 
introduced  to  authenticate  numerous  documents,  without  naming  or  describing  them;  and  even  without 
any  enumeration  or  description  of  them  being  entered  on  the  minutes,  which  record  the  evidence  by  which 
they  are  authenticated.  Our  request  to  have  these  documents  openly  exhibited  and  subjected  to  our 
inspection,  or  at  any  rate,  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  and  specific  description  of  them,  has  been  denied; 
and  all  that  was  vouchsafed  to  us,  was  an  intimation  that  it  would  be  time  enough  for  us  to  see  and 
inspect  the  documents  when  they  came  to  be  successively  produced,  as  wanted  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
progress  of  the  trial.  In  the  meantime  they  have  been  kept  under  lock  and  key,  wholly  inaccessible  to  me; 
and,  to  this  very  day,  I  am  ignorant  how  many,  or  what  part,  or  indeed  if  any  of  these  documents  have 
since  been  found  useful  to  subserve  the  ends  of  the  prosecution,  or  have  been  actually  used  as  evidence; 
though  I  presume,  (but  without  any  responsible  assurance  of  the  fact,)  that  some  part  of  my  official  cor- 
respondence with  the  Navy  Department,  since  read  and  attached  to  the  record,  entered  into  the  composi- 
tion of  this  strange  paradox,  of  documents  openly  proved  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  yet  unknown  either 
to  the  court,  or  to  the  party  against  whom  they  were  produced.  At  a  late  stage  of  the  trial,  interroga- 
tories are  exhibited,  for  the  examination  of  a  witness  upon  deposition.  Explanation  is  asked,  and  unhesi- 
tatingly denied:  1st,  of  the  authority  for  taking  a  deposition,  instead  of  confronting  the  witness  with 
the  accused,  as  indispensably  required,  (with  a  few  stated  exceptions,  expressly  provided  for  by  statute, ) 
in  every  criminal  case,  and  above  all,  in  every  capital  case;  and  this,  not  only  in  the  absence  of  any 
direct  authority  to  be  found  in  the  naval  articles  of  war,  or  other  law,  but  in  the  face  of  an  article 
expressly  requiring  that  the  witnesses  examined  before  a  naval  court-martial,  shall  be  sworn  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  court.  2d,  of  the  purpose  for  which  this  deposition  was  wanted,  and  of  the  point  to  which  it 
was  to  be  applied,  in  order  that  I  might  frame  the  cross-interrogatories,  which  I  was  called  upon  to  fur- 
nish, with  a  discreet  forecast  of  the  operation  and  effect  of  the  evidence  upon  my  cause.  The  deposition, 
taken  before  a  county  justice  of  the  peace,  after  having  been  held  up,  for  some  days,  without  any  notice 
to  me  that  it  had  been  received,  is  at  length  produced,  and  read  to  the  court,  under  the  same  silence  and 
reserve  as  to  the  bearing  or  relevancy  it  might  be  supposed  to  have  upon  any  matter  put  in  issue  by  any 
of  these  charges  and  specifications — the  want  of  relevancy  and  pertinency  to  any  such  matter,  being 
apparent  upon  its  face. 

Whether,  in  all  this,  there  was  anything  to  be  condemned  as  irregular,  according  to  the  established 
law  and  practice  of  courts-martial,  this  court  has  not  been  called  on  to  decide;  for  I  was  wearied  out, 
myself,  and  apprehensive  of  fatiguing  the  court,  and  exhausting  its  valuable  time  by  raising  my  voice 
so  frequently  against  the  constantly  occurring  aberrations  from  the  salutary  forms  of  procedure  usually 
observed  in  criminal  prosecutions,  and  equally  indispensable  to  the  due  administration  of  justice  in  a 
military,  as  in  a  civil  court.  I  made  this  sacrifice  of  my  right  to  complain  and  to  remonstrate  with  no 
other  hesitation  but  what  arose  from  my  reluctance  to  sanction  a  dangerous  precedent;  the  pernicious 
consequences  of  which,  to  the  principles  of  military  jurisprudence,  were  incalculable.  My  own  innocence 
I  know  to  be  too  firmly  seated  in  conscience,  too  strongly  fortified  by  its  internal  strength,  and  too  well 
guarded  by  external  evidence,  to  fear  either  secret  sap  or  open  assault;  and  it  shall  not  be  my  fault  if 
any  transgressions  against  the  wholesome  rules  of  judicial  practice  be  drawn  into  precedent  hei-eafter. 

My  own  reason  informed  me,  and  the  clear  and  decided  authority  of  every  approved  author  who  had 
treated  of  the  elements  or  practice  of  military  law,  was  united  with  undeviating  unanimity  in  pronouncing 
that  every  alleged  offence  against  military  law,  as  against  the  general  law  of  the  land,  must  be  deter- 
mined by  some  fixed  and  known  rule  of  action,  instituted  by  positive  law;  and  defining  the  character  and 
degree  of  the  oflience;  and  that  it  must  be  shown  by  the  terms  of  tlie  accusation  to  be  cognizable  and 
punishable  under  such  law.  The  grounds  and  principles  upon  which  this  proposition  may  be  demonstra- 
ted, and  by  which  the  present  accusation,  after  having  that  test  applied  to  its  terms,  is  necessarily  exclu- 
ded from  the  legal  cognizance  of  the  court,  have  been  amply  unfolded  in  the  preliminary  exceptions  taken 
by  my  counsel  to  the  second  charge  and  its  specifications.  In  the  answer  to  these  exceptions,  the  undis- 
puted power  of  the  Executive  to  discharge  from  service  any  oiBcer  holding  under  its  appointment,  in  other 
words,  to  revoke  a  commission  granted  during  pleasure,  is  adverted  to.  It  is  intimated  that  this  power 
has  been  exercised,  and  may  be  again,  to  protect  the  Executive  from  the  contumelies  of  its  subordinate 
officers;  that,  in  this  instance,  the  Executive  was  under  no  necessity  to  have  remitted  me  to  a  court  mar- 
tial for  trial;  but  might  have  judged  and  punished  me  by  its  own  inherent  jurisdiction,  and  upon  the 
responsibility  of  its  discretionary  powers;  and  that,  having  this  inherent  power  and  jurisdiction,  it  has, 
by  the  act  of  preferring  these  charges,  pronounced  its  own  opinion  of  my  conduct;  and  has  required  of 
this  court  nothing  more  than  to  inquire  and  ascertain  whether  the  acts,  of  which  it  is  to  be  taken  for 
granted,  from  the  official  exhibition  of  the  charge,  that  I  am  guilty,  may  be  explained  or  palliated  by  any 
circumstance  of  excuse  or  mitigation.  Then,  if  I  may  rightly  comprehend  this  reasoning,  this  court  is 
now  exercising  a  jurisdiction  ex  gratia;  as  a  mere  concession  from  the  Executive,  without  any  necessary  and 
legal  cognizance  of  the  matter,  and,  instead  of  a  grave  tribunal  of  criminal  judicature,  commissioned  to  pro- 
nounce the  solemn  judgments  of  the  law  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a  prisoner  accused  of  high  offences 
against  the  law,  we  have  an  anomalous  sort  of  inquest  or  council  of  ceremonies,  which  is  to  report  to 
some  superior  authority  every  breach  of  decorum  or  good  breeding,  from  boorish  rudeness  to  the  slightest 
deviation  from  obsequious  respect,  by  which  fastidious  pride  or  apprehensive  delicacy  might  be  offended. 
In  that  view  no  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  by  the  judgment  of  this  court,  but  the  case  is  to  be  again 
remitted  to  the  Executive  for  him  to  decide,  from  the  circumstances  reported  by  this  court,  upon  the 
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expediency  of  exerting  his  power  to  remove  me  from  office.  It  is  further  implied,  if  not  laid  down  in  terms, 
that  the  Executive  requires  not  the  opinion  of  this  court,  whether  tlie  facts  specified  under  the  second 
charge  be  true,  nor  whether  they  do,  in  themselves,  amount  to  "insubordinate  conduct,  and  conduct 
unbecoming  an  officer;"  both  the  fact  and  the  corollary  being  already  established  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Executive,  manifested  in  the  exhibition  of  the  charge;  and  the  function  of  this  court  being  limited 
to  a  report  of  any  circumstances  of  excuse  or  mitigation  to  bo  offered  on  my  part.  Still,  the  argu- 
ment of  the  judge  advocate,  in  answer  to  the  exceptions  taken  by  my  counsel,  concludes  with  a  clear 
and  unhesitating  opinion,  that  the  charge  and  specifications  are  not  only  suflBcient  in  substance  and  form, 
but  that  they  do  specify  offences  of  a  military  character,  for  which  the  accused  may  be  arraigned  and  tried 
before  a  court-martial.  Whether  punishment  be  understood  to  be  involved  in  the  arraignment  and  trial 
here  spoken  of,  or  to  be  deferred  to  the  Executive  discretion,  so  as  to  reduce  arraignment  and  trial  to  a 
mere  inquisition  of  circumstances  of  excuse  and  mitigation,  or  whether  a.  judicial  power  to  try  and  punish, 
concurrent  with  the  Executive  power  to  judge,  summarily  upon  view,  and  to  punish  by  removal  from 
office,  be  affirmed,  are  questions  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  by  any  lights  in  the  preliminary 
exposition,  that  has  been  elicited,  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  may  attach 
itself  to  the  case. 

Having  still  to  grope  ni}'  way  through  a  dubious  twilight,  to  a  knowledge  of  what  may  constitute 
the  gist  of  my  offence,  and  the  essence  of  my  accusation,  in  point  both  of  law  and  of  fact,  I  must  proceed, 
by  the  help  of  anticipations  and  conjectures  of  the  point  of  attack,  to  defend  myself  the  best  I  may  on 
every  ground.  '■• 

Though  I  had  yielded  my  conviction,  with  such  absolute  confidence,  to  the  force  and  conclusiveness 
of  the  reasons  by  which  the  preliminary  exceptions  of  my  counsel  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  second  charge 
and  its  specifications,  had  been  sustained,  yet  I  should  not  have  been  in  the  least  disccmcerted,  nor,  as  I 
imagine,  materially  curtailed  of  my  defence,  if  such  exception  had  been  overruled  by  any  new  and  unex- 
pected arguments,  which  the  learning  and  ability  enlisted  against  me,  might  have  suggested  in  answer. 
I  should,  without  regret,  have  given  undisputed  sway  to  the  philological  and  legal  disquisitions  which 
were  supposed  to  have  furnished  such  victorious  arguiiuiits  in  siiiniort  of  the  charge  and  specifications 
excepted  to.  But  when  I  found  mj'self  assailed  by  a  species  uf  arijumentuni  ad  hominem,  digressing  into 
circumstances  foreign  to  the  point  in  question;  and  proceeding  upon  the  most  extraordinary  misappre- 
hension of  my  language  and  conduct,  and  of  the  motives  inferred  from  them,  I  could  not  forbear  to  dis- 
charge myself  from  the  imputations,  and  to  disclaim  the  inferences  that  might  have  resulted  from  this 
official  and  recorded  misconstruction  of  my  conduct  and  motives. 

I  adhere,  with  undiminished  confidence,  to  the  propositions  of  law,  which  have  been  stated  and  illus- 
trated by  my  counsel,  to  acquit  me  of  any  necessity  to  answer  the  second  charge  and  its  specifications; 
but  before  I  advert  to  the  grounds  upon  which  they  are  either  maintained  or  contested,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  pass,  very  briefly,  imder  review,  the  collateral  topics  of  disparagement,  which  have  been 
brought  in  aid  of  the  argument  against  them. 

1st.  As  an  evidence  of  my  disposition  to  raise  captious  and  futile  objections,  if  not  of  my  want  of 
candor,  it  has  been  stated  that  I  had  complained,  on  the  first  day  of  the  court,  of  not  having  been  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications;  and  yet,  the  next  day,  I  produced  a  copy  with  which  I  had 
been  regularly  served,  and  which  differed  from  that  upon  which  I  had  been  arraigned  only  in  two  letters. 
The  fact  is  well  remembered,  that  I  gave  as  a  reason  for  demanding  a  fresh  copy  of  the  charges  and  spe- 
cifications, a  difference  I  had  discovered  between  the  copy  read  and  that  in  my  possession;  and  my  writ- 
ten explanation  the  next  day,  which  I  hope  forms  a  part  of  the  record,  minutely  explains  the  difference 
between  the  two.  Nor  is  the  stated  result  of  the  minute  calculation,  which  reduces  the  variance  to  a  mere 
difference  of  two  letters  in  the  spelling  of  a  word,  by  any  means  correct  or  fair.  The  variance,  (no  matter 
of  how  many  letters  or  words  it  consisted, )  was  in  the  date  of  one  of  my  letters,  specified  as  "  insubordinate 
and  disrespectful."  The  letters  were  no  otherwise  specified  or  identified  than  by  a  naked  reference  to 
dates;  the  one  copy  of  the  specification  gave  a  letter  of  one  date,  the  other  copy  omitted  that,  and  gave  a 
letter  of  another  date;  and  so  the  variance  consisted  not  in  the  difference  between  the  speWmg  oi  thirtieth 
a,-D.A  thirteenth,  but  in  the  entire  letter,  which  constituted  one  of  the  documents  of  the  charge:  and  in  one 
sense,  may  answer  to  the  result  of  the  judge  advocate's  calculation  of  a  difference  of  tivo  letters.  But  if 
it  be  true,  as  has  been  suggested,  that  the  only  office  of  the  court  in  this  trial,  is  to  ofler  propitiation  to 
another  authority,  by  which  I  stand  already  condemned,  upon  the  strict  law  and  fact,  how  hopeless  the 
task  of  exculpation  or  excuse,  if  the  spirit  in  which  the  charges  have  been  instituted,  be  consentaneous 
with  that  by  which  they  are  prosecuted  to  judgment.  For  here  I  am  charged  with  litigiousness,  illibe- 
rality  and  want  of  candor,  because  I  had  simply  pointed  out  an  important  defect  in  the  procedure  against 
me;  all  the  advantage  from  which  I  had  voluntarily  waived,  and  had  conceded  to  the  prosecution  and 
election  to  adapt  either  or  both  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  two  copies  of  the  specification,  only 
requiring  that  the  election  should  then  be  definitively  made. 

2d.  I  am  also  represented  as  having  appealed  to  the  judge  advocate  to  withdraw  the  second  charge, 
and  even  to  have  followed  up  that  application  with  some  intimation  sounding  in  menace,  and  it  is  thought 
necessary  gravely  to  expound  the  relative  powers  and  duties  of  the  judge  advocate,  from  which  any  dis- 
cretionary authority  to  withdraw  a  charge  is  excluded.  The  only  circumstance  from  which  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  this  attempt  to  escape  from  the  prosecution,  either  by  the  lenity  or  the  fears  of  those  who 
were  to  uphold  it  has  been  inferred,  was  a  simple  appeal  made  by  my  counsel,  purely  out  of  the  courtesy 
usual  on  such  occasions  to  the  candor  of  the  judge  advocate,  as  the  law  adviser  of  the  court,  upon  the 
validity  of  the  exceptions  to  the  second  charge. 

As  I,  and  every  person  present,  with  whom  I  have  comparad  notes,  most  distinctly  and  clearly 
understood  the  passag-e  of  the  transaction  alluded  to;  my  counsel  was  insisting  upon  the  right  to  the 
reply,  if,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  any  answer  should  be  offered  to  the  reasons  advanced  in  support  of 
his  exception  to  the  charge  and  specifications;  and,  after  explaining  that,  according  to  all  judicial  prac- 
tice, the  right  of  reply  lay  with  that  party  who  had  originated  the  motion,  and  supported  it  by  an  open- 
ing arguuient,  he  qualified  his  application  to  the  court,  by  saying  that  he  really  did  not  anticipate  a 
necessity  for  any  such  reply  in  that  instance,  as  he  entertained'  a  very  confident  hope  and  expectation, 
that  the  judge  advocate,  when  he  should  have  deliberately  considered  the  question,  would  candidly  admit 
the  force  of  the  objections,  instead  of  attempting  to  answer  them,  and  would  abandon  the  charge  and 
specifications  as  untenable. 

Why  such  an  appeal  to  the  candor  of  an  opponent  should  be  abhorrent  to  the  principles  upon  which 
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this  prosecution  is  conducted,  concerns  only  him  or  them  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  prosecution  is 
entrusted.  I  ask  no  favors,  no  concession;  nothing,  in  short,  but  the  strictest  debt  of  justice,  cast  up  by 
the  hardest  reckoning;  nor  have  I  ever  desired  to  wrest  it  from  any  witliholder  by  other  than  the  moral 
force  of  law  and  justice.  As  to  the  menace,  so  strangely  surmised,  it  is  said  to  be  inferred  from  some 
expression  in  the  written  argument  of  my  counsel. '  Whatever  be  the  exceptionable  passage  in  that  docu- 
ment, it  now  stands  recorded  for  the  condemnation  or  acquittal  of  its  author;  and  dispenses  me  from  any 
explanation,  furtiier  than  that  I  have  looked  in  vain  for  the  passage  from  which  any  mind,  not  afflicted 
with  an  extreme  susceptibility  of  oftence,  could  have  inferred  a  menace.  Every  well-wisher  to  the  credit 
and  success  of  this  prosecution  must  hope,  that  its  character  for  nerve  and  determination,  should  rest 
upon  some  less  equivocal  evidence  than  the  power  to  withstand  the  instances  of  this  shadowy  phantom 
of  a  menace.  As  yet,  certainly  no  infirmity  of  purpose,  in  the  course  of  the  prosecution,  has  given  ground 
for  any  doubt,  either  of  the  active  courage  or  the  passive  fortitude  by  which  it  is  upheld;  and  I  sliall  be 
the  last  to  undervalue  the  efficacy  of  the  tremendous  ordeal  to  which  those  high  qualities  seem  to  have 
been  voluntarily  destined,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are  exerted  upon  this  occasion. 

3d.  I  am  also  charged  with  having  taken  refuge  under  nice  cavils  of  law  and  grammar;  with  having 
taken  advantage  of  verbal  criticisms  and  legal  technicalities,  to  escape  the  legitimate  consequences  of 
the  charge;  and  with  having  manifested  more  dread  of  punishment,  than  sensibTlity  to  character;  as  if  I 
were  willing  to  go  forth  acquitted  by  the  judgment  of  the  law,  but  condemned  by  the  moral  sense  of 
mankind;  unpunished  in  person,  but  tarnished  in  fame.  To  little  purpose,  indeed,  have  I  so  long  lived 
and  acted  in  the  public  eye,  if  there  exist  a  man  who  could,  in  his  heart,  entertain  the  suspicion  that  I 
could  incur  any  more  grievous  punishment  in  this  life,  than  a  degi-aded  name,  or  could  aspire  to  any 
higher  reward  than  a  pure  conscience  and  a  spotless  reputation.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  it  were 
true,  that  I  could  have  been  reproached  with  a  design  to  escape  investigation,  by  resting  upon  my  legal 
advantage,  it  is  without  precedent,  I  believe,  either  in  England  or  in  this  country,  that  the  law  officer  of 
the  government,  charged  with  the  conduct  of  a  public  prosecution,  should  have  attempted  to  affix  a 
stigma  to  the  character  of  the  accused  as  a  substitute  for  legal  conviction  and  punishment;  or  if  there 
be  any  instance  either  among  the  crown  lawyers  of  England,  or  the  law  otEcers  of  the  United  States,  of 
any  such  gratuitous  infliction  upon  the  feelings  of  the  accused,  it  has  been  held  up  as  a  beacon  to  be 
reprobated  and  avoided,  rather  than  as  an  example  to  be  followed.  The  humane  dictate  of  public  justice, 
in  every  such  case,  is  that  the  law  and  its  ministers  either  judicially  acquit,  or  judicially  condemn  without 
qualification;  whom  the  law  acquitteth,  its  ministers  presume  not  to  condemn;  but  for  every  moral  offence, 
without  the  cognizance  of  vindicitivc  justice,  the  party  is  remitted  to  his  conscience,  and  to  the  bar  of 
public  opinion.  But  in  this  case,  mj'  exception  to  the  charge  turned  upon  the  utter  absence  of  any  impu- 
tation of  either  legal  or  moral  guilt;  and  upon  the  vague  and  unintelligible  phraseology  of  its  terms;  or, 
in  so  far  as  any  intelligible  point  of  accusation  could  be  deduced  from  it,  that  it  hinged  upon  minute  and 
frivolous  fault-findings,  altogether  beneath  the  dignity  of  judicial  animadversion.  And  now  that  this 
long  rod  of  investigation  has  had  its  full  swing;  unlimited  by  time,  place,  or  circumstance;  every  antici- 
pation of  the  frivolousness  and  want  of  gravity,  in  the  essential  matter  of  the  charge,  is  more  than  veri- 
fied in  the  event. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  several  specifications  in  their  order,  I  must  beg  permission  to  advert 
to  some  of  the  points  discussed  in  the  argument  of  the  exception  taken  by  my  counsel  to  the  second 
charge  and  its  specifications,  and  which  are  left  in  a  state  mjt  a  little  perplexing  to  me. 

It  has  been  insisted  that  these  exceptions  could  not  be  received,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  motion  to 
quash  an  indictment  or  information,  but  as  a  demurrer  to  an  indictment,  which,  if  overruled  in  laiv,  con- 
clusively admits  the  fact. 

Now  how  the  analogy  between  these  exceptions  and  a  demurrer  at  common  law  is  to  be  brought 
about,  is,  as  I  apprehend,  wholly  incomprehensible.  No  authority,  upon  the  law  and  practice  of  courts- 
martial,  has  the  most  remote  allusion  to  any  such  form  of  pleading,  as  a  demurrer.  The  only  pleas  ever 
used,  are  said  to  be  one  of  three;  namely:  the  general  issue  of  not  guilty;  or  a  former  acquittal;  or  a 
former  conviction  of  the  same  offence.  A  technical  demurrer,  to  be  followed,  if  overruled  in  law,  by  the 
consequence  of  an  exclusive  admission  of  the  fact,  is  peculiar  to  the  practice  of  the  courts  of  common 
law;  and  it  is  believed  has  no  precedent  or  analogy  in  the  practice  of  any  other  courts,  or  in  the  rules  of 
any  other  system  of  jurisprudence.  In  the  courts  of  the  civil  or  Roman  law,  a  form  of  proceeding,  giving 
to  the  party  every  advantage  of  a  demurrer,  .was  used  under  the  name  of  exceptions,  which  were  either 
peremptory  or  declinatory,  according  as  they  went  to  the  substance  or  the  form  of  the  action.  But  if  such 
exceptions  were  overruled,  they  were  never  held  as  admissions  of  the  fact;  but  the  party  excepting  was 
still  permitted  to  go  on  to  the  contestation  of  suit,  which  was  equivalent  to  the  general  issue  in  courts  of 
common  law,  and  then  the  whole  merits  were  discussed.  So  the  courts  of  equity,  which  both  in  their 
forms  of  procedure,  and  principles  of  jurisprudence,  had  been  modeled  more  after  the  civil  than  the  com- 
mon law,  adopted  the  form  and  the  name  of  the  demurrer,  discharged  of  its  common  law  consequence  of 
standing  as  a  conclusive  admission  of  the  fact,  when  overruled  in  point  of  law;  so  that  under  the  name 
of  a  demurrer,  the  exceptions,  peremptory  or  declinatory,  in  the  courts  of  civil  law,  are  essentially  pre- 
served, and  the  demurrant  is  left  at  large,  in  his  answer  upon  all  matters  of  fact.  Now  in  courts-martial, 
where  demurrers,  as  a  form  of  pleading,  are  wholly  unknown,  it  must  be  extremely  difficult  to  find  any 
analogy,  which  shall  answer  their  legal  consequences  to  exceptions.  So  in  the  published  state  trials 
before  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  where  the  civil  law  prevails,  we  find  the  advocates  for  the 
paivl,  or  accused,  pleading  to  the  libel,  before  they  join  issue  on  the  fact;  and  when  their  plea  to  the 
libel,  (analogous  to  the  exceptions  of  the  civilians,  and  to  the  demurrer  of  the  common  lawyers,)  is  over- 
ruled, they  still  go  on  to  plead  to  tlic  f;ict.  That  the  accused  in  all  courts,  and  under  all  systems,  should 
have  the  means  and  opportunil y,  in  sonie  form,  to  question  the  legal  sufficiency  of  the  charge  itself,  is 
indispensable  to  the  due  administiutidii  of  justice;  and  that  in  courts-martial,  which  are  supposed  by  Mr. 
Tytler,  to  be  more  analogous  in  their  constitution  and  forms  of  procedure,  to  the  courts  of  the  civil  than 
of  the  common  law,  such  exceptions  should  be  admitted  upon  the  terms  usually  practiced  in  the  great 
majority  of  judicial  tribunals,  rather  than  adopt  any  narrow,  technical,  and  peculiar  practice  of  one  set 
of  courts,  is  but  reasonable.  Indeed  the  question  of  practice  should  be  decided  by  the  fact  that  a  demur- 
rer never  has  been  admitted  among  the  pleas,  available  in  a  court-martial.  The  truth  is,  that  in  criminal 
cases  the  demurrer  is  entirely  disused  in  the  courts  of  common  law,  because  every  advantage  of  a 
demurrer  is  then  obtained,  either  by  a  motion  to  quash  the  indictment,  or  to  arrest  the  judgment,  without 
any  danger  of  being  concluded  to  itie  fact,  if  found  to  be  mistaken  in  the  law.     The  exceptions  to  the 
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legal  sufBciency  of  a  charge  in  a  court-martial  is  more  analogous  to  a  motion  to  quash,  than  to  a  demur- 
rer; and  in  this  case  it  is  made  expressly  and  specifically  as  a  motion  to  quash.  It  must  be  a  very 
curious  process  of  analogical  ratiocination,  by  which  this  motion  is  to  be  converted  into  a  technical 
demurrer.  It  is  said  that  a  motion  to  quash  is  not  entertained  where  the  jurisdiction  is  for  certain  grave 
oifeuces,  but  only  when  some  of  the  lighter  class  of  offences  are  charged.  The  reason  given  is,  not  that 
the  court  has  not  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction  to  quash  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  but  because 
they  will  not  decide  grave  and  weighty  questions  in  that  summary  way,  but  will  turn  the  party  over  to 
his  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  when  the  question  can  be  more  fully  argued  and  considered.  This  is  a 
mere  notice  of  practice,  founded  on  the  discretion  of  the  court;  but  before  it  can  operate  to  convert  our 
exceptions  into  a  technical  demurrer,  several  postulates  are  demanded. 

1.  That  courts-martial  have,  in  the  exercise  of  a  like  discretion,  distinguished  military  offences,  that  are 
too  grave  for  a  motion  to  quash,  and  which  must  be  reserved  for  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  for  such 
as  are  light  enough  in  their  character  to  be  more  summarily  disposed  of  2.  That  the  second  charge  and 
its  specifications  do  indicate  an  offence  of  the  graver  kind.  3.  That  if  a  motion  to  quash  an  indictment 
be  overruled,  because  the  offence  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  be  so  summarily  disposed  of,  the  court 
will,  of  its  own  authority,  convert  the  motion  to  quash  into  a  technical  indictment,  and  hold  the  party  to 
all  its  consequences.  4.  That  any  process,  analogous  to  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment,  can  prevail  in 
a  court-martial.  This  is  plainly  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and  practice  of  a  court-martial,  the 
members  of  which  unite  in  their  own  persons  the  character  both  of  judge  and  juror.  The  motion  here 
spoken  of  can  only  prevail  in  a  court  where  these  functions  are  separate;  where  the  jury  first  convicts  of 
the  fact,  and  a  motion  of  arrest  is  interposed  between  the  conviction  of  the  jury,  and  tiie  judgment  of  the 
court. 

Then  it  plainly  appears,  that  a  demurrer  is  a  plea  wholly  unknown  to  the  practice  of  courts-martial; 
and  that  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  would  be  absurd  and  impossible.  The  right  to  except,  in  some 
form,  to  the  legal  sufficiency  of  the  charge,  is  admitted.  From  all  which,  it  must  necessarily  follow,  that 
preliminary  exceptions,  in  the  form  pursued  by  us,  or  reserved,  under  protest,  to  be  considered  at  some 
subsequent  stage  of  the  trial,  is  the  only  practicable  or  rational  cause. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  upon  this  technical  point,  because  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  how 
far  the  consequences  of  the  doctrine,  contended  for  by  the  judge  advocate,  may  be  pushed  to  my  preju- 
dice; and  the  talents  and  learning  manifest  in  his  argument,  make  it  unsafe  to  trust  too  confidently  to  the 
apparent  conclusiveness  of  his  reasoning,  without  taking  some  pains  to  demonstrate  its  fallacy.  Had  it 
beerhti-ue,  that  I  could  not  except  to  the  law,  without  admitting  the  fact,  it  might  also  have  been  con- 
cluded, that  I  could  not  plead  to  the  fact,  and  proceed  to  the  trial  of  issue,  without  admitting  the  law.  In 
that  case,  I  might  have  laid  myself  open  to  conviction,  upon  mere  proof  of  the  naked  fact,  that  I  had 
written  certain  letters,  or  published  certain  proceedings,  thotigh  the  acts  should  appear  to  be  ever  so 
innocent,  and  without  any  consideration,  whatever,  of  the  legal  effect  of  such  acts.  The  judge  advocate 
seems  to  admit  that,  at  some  stage  or  other  of  the  trial,  I  may  have  the  advantage  of  legal  exceptions 
to  the  charge;  but,  as  he  denies  that  I  can  have  such  advantage  in  the  form  of  preliminary  exceptions  to 
the  charge,  but  at  the  peril  of  being  held  to  a  conclusive  admission  of  the  fact;  and  as  I  know  not  how 
the  matter  of  the  exceptions  may  be  any  more  regularly  taken  up,  or  safely  or  effectually  urged,  when 
mixed  up  with  matters  of  fact,  than  when  separately  considered,  I  have,  in  this  perplexity,  thought  it 
most  safe  and  expedient  to  maintain  the  original  ground  of  exception. 

The  more  important  questions  of  law,  discussed  in  the  argument  of  the  preliminary  exceptions  to 
the  second  charge  and  its  specifications,  regarded,  1st,  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court;  as  to  description, 
quality  and  degree  of  the  offences,  cognizable  by  it;  and  2dly,  the  form  of  the  accusation,  as  to  the 
certainty  and  precision  with  which  it  should  bring  the  offence  within  the  terms  of  the  law,  by  which  it 
was  punished;  and  the  amplitude  and  minuteness  with  which  the  facts  and  circumstances  should  be 
specified. 

1st.  The  proposition  that  no  offence  was  cognizable  by  this  court,  but  such  as  was  to  be  found  in 
the  class  of  offences  enumerated  and  described  in  the  naval  articles  of  war,  had  been  shown  to  be  so 
demonstrated  in  principle,  and  so  clearly  illustrated  by  reason  and  authority,  that,  until  otherwise 
instructed  by  an  opposing  argument,  1  had  concluded  it  to  be  placed  bej^ond  the  reach  of  controversy. 
For  the  proposition  itself;  and  the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  I  must  refer,  with  undiminished  confidence 
in  its  irrefragable_  strength  and  conclusiveness,  to  the  illustrations  that  it  has  already  received  from  the 
preceding  discussion  of  it;  and  now  confine  myself  to  some  cursory  notice  of  the  more  prominent  objec- 
tions that  have  been  suggested  in  the  opposing  argument  of  the  judge  advocate. 

It  is  said,  upon  the  authority  of  a  writer  frequently  quoted  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  that  though 
no  crime,  which  is  mentioned  and  defined  in  the  articles  of  war,  is  punishable  in  any  other  manner  than  in 
that  specially  directed  by  those  articles;  yet,  it  does  not  follow  that  there  are  no  crimes  punishable  by  a 
court-martial  but  such  as  are  enumerated  and  declared  to  be  punishable  by  the  articles  of  war;  and,  that 
there  are  offences  which  admit  of  no  precise  definition,  and  yet,  in  the  military  profession,  are  of  the  most 
serious  consequence,  as  weakening  and  subverting  that  principle  of  honor  oii  which  the  proper  discipline 
of  the  army  must  materially  depend;  that,  of  these,  a  court-martial,  which  is,  in  the  highest  sense,  a 
court  of  honor,  are  themselves  appointed  the  sole  judges,  or  rather  the  legislators,  for  it  is  in  their  breasts 
to  define  the  crime  as  well  as  to  award  the  punishment.*  Such  phrases  are  indeed  to  be  found  in  the  pas- 
sages cited  from  the  essay  of  Mr.  Tytler;  but  they  are  wholly  misapplied  when  detached  from  the  context 
and  propounded  as  generalized  rules  of  law.  As  such,  it  was  with  the  utmost  surprise  we  heard  them 
ascribed  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Tytler's  essay;  so  utterly  inconsistent  as  they  are  with  the  rules  so  dis- 
tinctly and  repeatedly  propounded  by  himself,  and  by  three  other  authors  of  equal  authority — two  British 
and  one  American.  That  "  the  crimes,  cognizable  by  a  court-martial,  are  jooinied  out  by  the  mutiny  act, 
which  every  man  is,  or  ought  to  be,  acquainted  with;"  that  "martial  law  is  laid  down  in  so  plain  and 
simple  a  manner,  that  every  military  man  is,  or  ought  to  be,  acquainted  with  what  are  thereby  deemed 
crimes;"  that  "in  the  accusation  or  charge  the  offence  must  be  set  out  with  certainty  and  precision,  so 
as  to  bring  it  clearly  and  unequivocally  within  the  terms  of  the  law  or  articles  of  war,  by  which  it  is  made 
punishable;"  are  the  terms  of  the  rule,  as  cited  from  Mr.  Tytler,  and  the  three  other  authorities,  who  have 
all  enumerated  it  with  undeviating  unanimity.f     These  wholesome  and  necessary  rules  are  particularly 

•  Tyt.  Military  Law,  107,  8,  9. 

t  Adye,  p.  62,  225,  and  127,  8;  1  McArthar,  p.  23,  §  5;  2  id.,  p.  6,  12;  Tytl.,  p.  206-18;  Macom.,  p.  61-8. 
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illustrated  and  enforced,  both  by  Mr.  Tytler  himself  and  by  General  Macomb,  who  respectively  assign  the 
reasons  why  it  is  not  necessary,  in  the  body  of  the  charge,  to  refer  to  the  particular  article  of  war  sup- 
posed to  be  violated;  which  is  that  "  the  specification  of  the  criminal  act  itself  is  sufficient  intimation  to 
the  prisoner  of  the  law  by  which  it  is  punished;  and  the  prisoner  may  always  dispute  the  relevancy  of  the 
charge,  and  call  upon  the  prosecutor  to  show  in  what  respect  it  falls  under  the  prohibition  of  the  law." 
Well  might  it  have  been  presumed,  therefore,  that  the  text  of  Mr.  Tytler  had  been  wrested  from  its  proper 
connection  and  subject,  by  which  the  limitations  and  the  application  of  the  passages  quoted,  would  have 
been  determined,  when  he  is  represented  as  ascribing  this  unlimited  jurisdiction  to  courts-martial,  of 
defining,  at  pleasure,  what  acts  shall  be  added  to  the  enumerated  list  of  offences,  punishable  under  the 
articles  of  war,  and  of  legislating  on  the  important  subject  of  crimes  and  punishments.  Accordingly, 
upon  reference  to  the  context,  we  find  the  wliole  clearly  and  rationally  explained.  In  the  first  passage, 
which  admits  the  existence  of  military  "crimes  punishable  by  a  court-martial,  and  not  enumerated  and 
declared  to  be  punishable  by  the  articles  of  war,"  reference  is  expressly  had  to  the  peculiar  power  grant- 
ed to  the  crown  by  the  mutiny  act,  to  make  and  issue  regulations  for  the  army,  independent  of  the  estab- 
lished articles  of  war,  and  having  all  the  binding  force  and  effect  of  military  law,  with  certain  limitations, 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  punishment,  that  may  be  inflicted  under  such  regulations.  The  same  matter  is 
more  fully  and  clearly  explained  by  Mr.  McArthur,  who,  in  his  treatise,  takes  a  comparative  view  of  mili- 
tary law,  as  applied  to  both  the  viilitary  and  naval  establishments  of  Britain.  He  shows  that,  while  the 
naval  articles  of  war  have  been  established  by  successive  acts  of  parliament,  from  the  reign  of  Charles 
II  to  that  of  George  III,  and  have  been  digested  with  unusual  care  and  system,  while  they  are  irre- 
pealable  and  unalterable  but  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  enumerate  and  define  all  offences  cogniz- 
able under  them,  with  the  appropriate  punishments  annexed  to  them;  there  is  this  curious  anomaly  in 
respect  to  the  army,  which  is  governed  by  the  articles  of  war,  not  instituted  by  any  act  of  parliament, 
but  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown,  and  repealable  or  alterable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown;  besides  the 
general  power  of  the  crown  to  superadd  the  penal  regulations,  past  mentioned.  In  this  respect,  the  author 
very  justly  expatiates  upon  the  advantage  which  the  seamen  in  the  British  service  have  over  their  breth- 
ren in  the  land  service.* 

The  second  passage  cited  from  Mr.  Tytler's  essay  (p.  109)  to  prove  the  legislative  power  of 
courts-martial,  as  courts  of  honor,  to  define  the  crime  and  award  the  punishment,  is  equally  misapplied 
to  the  present  argument;  and  such  misapplication  is  clear  from  the  context,  though  even,  as  it 
stands  so  connected,  its  accuracy  and  precision  cannot  be  entirely  defended.  He  refers  these  terms 
expressly  to  some  peculiar  and  special  provisions,  found  both  in  the  military  and  naval  codes  of  Britain, 
but  not  in  our  own  naval  code.  The  author  by  no  means  intends  it  as  the  enunciation  of  a  general 
rule  or  maxim  of  military  law;  but  as  the  result  of  special  enactments,  which,  it  may  be  remarked,  fall 
somewhat  short  of  the  sweeping  effect  which  he  ascribes  to  them.  The  particular  provisions  to  which  he 
refers,  are,  1st,  the  article  of  war,  which  punishes  commissioned  officers,  convicted  of  behaving  in  a  scan- 
dalous, infamous  manner,  such  as  is  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman ;  2dly,  the 
23d  section  of  the  mutiny  act,  making  it  "lawful  for  courts-martial  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  not 
extending  to  life  or  limb,  on  any  soldier,  for  immoralities,  misbehavior,  or  neglect  of  duty."  The  same  pro- 
visions are  commented  on  by  McArthur,  who,  with  more  accuracy  and  precision,  both  of  conception  and 
language,  explains  them  as  giving  to  courts-martial  a  wide  discretion,  not  to  define  by  a  legislative  act 
new  ofiences,  but  to  discriminate  shades  of  guilt;  and,  as  it  relates  to  the  article  by  which  scandalous  and 
infamous  behavior  in  a  commissioned  officer  is  punished,  it  is  further  explained  that  the  court  should  dis- 
criminate between  such  actions  as  come  up  to  that  standard  of  moral  turpitude,  and  such  as,  however 
improper  and  blamable,  fall  below  it:  being  cognizable  by  a  court-martial  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in  the 
otherf — so,  in  the  exceptions  taken  by  my  counsel  to  this  charge  and  its  specifications,  and  in  the  reasons 
advanced  in  support  of  them,  a  very  considerable  discretion,  resulting  from  the  vagueness  and  generality 
of  the  terms  in  which  certain  military  offences  were  described  by  the  articles  of  war,  and  from  the  power 
to  inflict  optional  punishments,  was  conceded  to  courts-martial.  But  it  was  explained  to  be  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, instructed  by  the  law,  and  operating  through  the  law,  and  essentially  different  from  a  legislative 
power  to  punish  offiinces  not  classed  and  specified  by  the  articles  of  yvar.  For  instance,  if  an  officer  be 
charged  with  contempt  or  disrespect,  or  with  contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words,  or  with  scandalous, 
infamous  behavior,  or  with  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer,  &c.,  the  court  must  exercise  a  sound  discretion 
in  discriminating  the  moral  and  legal  character  of  the  particular  acts  charged  and  proved  as  coming  under 
any  of  these  denominations.  It  is,  nevertheless,  absolutely  bound  by  the  legal  definition  of  the  oflence, 
however  general;  and,  before  conviction  or  punishment  could  follow,  it  must  judicially  determine  the  acts 
or  words  to  be  contemptuous,  or  disrespectful,  or  scandalous  and  infamous,  or  unbecoming  an  officer,  &c., 
and  that  upon  no  inferior  species  of  immorality  could  it  judicially  animadvert.  So  that,  in  effect,  the 
court  was  exercising  the  ordinary  function  of  expounding  the  true  ifltcnt  and  operation  of  a  statute  from 
general  or  doubtful  terms — a  function  only  rendered  so  much  the  more  difficult  and  perplexing,  as  the 
terms  were  vague  or  doubtful;  and,  though  the  acts  that  constitute  the  offence  were  not  defined  by  the 
law,  yet  the  offence,  as  a  species,  was  defined,  and  the  court  was  bound  hy  that  definition.  It  was  also 
admitted  that,  in  so  far  as  the  general  heads  of  offence,  laid  down  in  the  articles  of  war,  embraced  aggra- 
vated, though  undefined,  misconduct,  or  immoralities,  the  court,  in  the  exercise  of  that  sound  discretion 
by  which  the  moral  character  of  actions  was  to  be  determined,  might  be  viewed  as,  in  some  sort,  a  court 
of  honor,  because  the  actions  to  be  animadverted  on  were  to  be  judged  by  rules  of  honor,  and  not  by  strict 
legal  definitions;  but,  in  so  judging  them,  the  court  was  bound  by  the  law  to  take  cognizance  only  of  such 
improprieties  as  amounted  to  the  degree  of  moral  turpitude  required  by  the  law.  The  court,  it  is  certain, 
had  the  power  to  adjudge  anything  scandalous  and  infamcms;  but  then,  its  solemn  judgment  must  be,  and 
that  upon  the  responsibility  of  its  judicial  character  and  oath,  that  the  act  was  scandalous,  infamous,  &c. 
If  any  inferior  degree,  or  higher  shade,  of  misconduct  or  immorality,  should  be  so  determined,  it  must  rest 
upon  the  conscience  of  the  court  as  a  misjudgment  and  an  abuse  of  the  law.  In  short,  the  law  had,  in 
general  terms,  defined  the  species,  the  quality  and  degree,  of  the  offence,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court, 
before  it  condemned  or  punished,  to  see  that  the  facts  came  up  to  the  legal  definition,  ample  as  was  the 
field  of  judgment  and  discretion,  in  respect  of  the  infinite  variety  of  actions,  and  the  nice  and  diversified 

*  Vide  McArthur,  vol.  1,  chap.  2,  s.  3,  4,  5,  6,  p.  20,  22,  23  and  25;  and  ch.  i,  s.  1,  p.  40-1-2. 
t  Vide  McArthur,  v.  1,  ch.  4,  s.  1,  p.  42 ;  and  v.  2,  ch.  8,  s.  9,  p.  297. 
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shades  of  their  moral  character,  which  might  be  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of  the  definition.  It  has 
been  remarked,  that  the  only  part  of  our  naval  code  from  which  this  function  of  a  court  of  honor  can  be, 
in  any  sense,  inferred,  is  the  tliird  naval  article  of  war,  which,  after  enumerating,  among  the  heads  of 
offence  punishable  by  it,  oppression,  cruelty,  fraud,  &c.,  ends  with  the  sweeping  clause  of  "any  other 
scandalous  conduct,  tending  to  the  destruction  of  good  morals."*  The  more  vague  and  general  description 
of  "immoralities,  misbehavior,  or  neglect  of  duty,"  punishable  in  a  soldier,  under  the  mutiny  act  of 
Britain;  or  of  "conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,"  punishable  under  the  military  articles 
of  war,  in  this  country,  are  wholly  omitted  in  our  naval  code;  nor  is  there  to  be  found  in  it  any  such 
article  as  "scandalous,  infamous  behavior,  unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  gentleman,"  which 
is  common  both  to  the  military  and  naval  codes  of  Britain;  but  this  third  article  of  our  naval  code  is 
nearly  modeled  after  the  second  article  in  that  of  Britain. f  Upon  the  principles  already  laid  down,  it  was 
conceived  to  be  clear  that  this  court,  as  a  court  of  honor,  judging  the  moral  character  of  actions  under 
this  article,  could  take  no  cognizance  of  any  that  fell  short  of  the  aggravated  degree  of  misconduct  sup- 
posed by  the  article;  namely,  "scandalous  conduct,  tending  to  the  destruction  of  good  morals,"  and  at 
least  of  as  grave  import  as  the  preceding  enumeration  of  "oppression,  cruelty,  fraud,  &c."  But  it  has 
been  asked  by  my  counsel,  and  I  ask  again,  what;  is  there  in  the  charge,  or  in  any  one  of  the 
specifications,  that  imputes,  either  directly  or  by  "inference,  any  act  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  of  honor,  or  which  may  not,  and  ought  not  to  be  the  subject  of  special  enactment,  if  it 
be  thought  that  sound  policy  and  the  good  of  the  service,  required  that  they  should  be  brought 
under  the  judicial  cognizance  of  a  court-martial?  This  question  was  put  iu  reference  to  the  tervns 
of  the  accusation;  I  now  put  it  in  reference  to  the  proofs;  and  challenge  the  severest  test  for  every 
word  and  deed  which  the  minute  industry  of  the  prosecution,  stimulated  by  provocations,  real  or  supposed, 
has  been  able  to  call  up  against  me.  Whatever  errors,  or  inadvertencies,  or  indiscretions,  it  may  please 
them  to  impute  to  me,  let  any  one  word  or  deed  be  pointed  out,  as  approaching  in  the  remotest  degree  to 
the  character  of  scandalous  conduct;  or,  as  in  any  other  sense,  soliciting  the  animadversion  of  a  court  of 
honor.  I  understand,  this  legislative  power,  over  the  subject  of  military  crimes  and  punishments,  to  be 
claimed  for  the  court,  not  only  in  its  imputed  capacity  of  a  court  of  honor,  but  in  right  of  a  general  juris- 
diction extending  to  every  sort  of  transgression,  which,  according  to  sound  and  discreet  views  of  policy 
and  expediency,  ought  to  be  repressed  as  tending,  immediately  or  remotely,  to  the  relaxation  of  discipline, 
and  which  the  good  of  the  service  requires  to  be  punished  as  military  offences.  I  shall  not  stop  to  dilate 
iipon  the  nature  or  consequences  of  a  doctrine  so  abhorrent  to  the  first  principles  of  civil  and  military 
polity:  these  topics  have  been  amply  treated,  by  my  counsel,  in  reference  to  military,  as  distinguished 
from  civil  life.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  brief  notice  of  the  single  authoritj',  upon  which 
this  most  extraordinary  doctrine,  has  been  advanced;  namely,  the  32d  of  our  naval  articles  of  war, 
declaring  that  "  all  crimes  committed  by  jxraons  belonging  to  the  navy,  which  are  not  specified  in  the 
foregoing  articles,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  in  such  cases,  at  sea."  This  article 
is  copied  with  slight  variations  of  phrase,  from  the  36th  of  the  British  naval  articles;  which,  in  the 
concluding  member  of  the  sentence,  speaks  of  the  laws  and  customs  used  at  sea. J  I  wonder  it  had  not 
struck  the  acute  and  discriminating  mind  of  the  judge  advocate,  how  unlikely  it  was,  that  this  article 
could  have  any  relation  to  the  powers  or  jurisdictions  of  courts-martial,  since  all  the  authors  who  have, 
with  more  or  less  of  labor  and  minuteness,  treated  of  the  law  and  practice  of  such  courts,  or  of  military 
law  in  general,  have  preserved  an  absolute  silence  on  the  effect  of  this  article.  From  that  circumstance, 
connected  with  the  very  unusual  and  almost  singular  omission  in  the  body  of  the  article,  of  any  reference 
to  a  court-martial,  the  inference  should  have  been  quite  obvious  that  it  alluded  to  a  class  of  offences,  and 
to  set  off  "laws  and  customs,"  not  within  the  ordinary  cognizance  of  a  court-martial:  and  in  fact  it  Las 
always  been  understood,  as  referring  to  certain  recognized  laws  and  customs,  necessary  for  the  minuter 
departments  of  police  and  discipline  at  sea,  and  having  no  necessary  connection  with  the  enumerated  and 
defined  subjects  that  come  under  the  regular  cognizance  of  courts-martial.  The  history  and  practice  of 
courts-martial,  both  in  Britain  and  in  tliis  country,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  examined  in  vain  for  a  single 
instance  of  any  charge  being  exhibited  or  tried,  under  that  article.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  what  argu- 
ment does  the  article  furnish  in  support  of  the  proposition  which  it  is  cited  to  prove;  namely,  that  the 
court  may  assume  the  function,  both  of  legislators  and  judges?  The  article  gives  the  court  no  power  to 
define  or  to  decide  what  acts  shall  be  held  to  be  criminal  under  it,  but  on  the  cnntrnry,  refers  to  known 
and  established  rules  by  which  the  same  are  already  supposed  to  be  defined  ami  dctn miiird,  namely,  "  the 
laws  and  customs  used  at  sea."  These  may  be  unwritten  laws,  a  sort  of  corniinni  lair  <A'  the  navy,  contra- 
distinguished from  its  statute  law,  as  comprised  in  the  naval  articles  of  war,  but  they  are  nevertheless 
supposed  to  be  fixed,  known  and  obligatory,  and  this  court  if  it  have  any  jurisdiction  of  them,  can  act 
upon  no  case  that  is  not  shown  to  have  been  already  constituted  an  offence  by  these  laws  and  customs; 
they  must  bo  proved  and  nscortaiiu-d,  or  known  to  the  breasts  of  the  court,  as  establishing  the  criminal 
chaVacliT  iif  till-  art  i  lKiv,t;-('il,  ami  (lie  natiin'  and  ilrnrcc  nf  the  punishment  incurred  by  it.  Besides,  what 
can  the  linry.  ami  ciislinii.-;  iixcd  (il  .-''r;  ]i.issibly  lia\c  ti>  iIh  with  any  matter  either  set  forth  or  proved  under 
the  secdnd  charge  and  it.s  specilicutioiis,  which  relate  exclusively  to  transactions  on  shore,  in  the  heart  of 
the  country  and  not  in  the  execution  or  routine  of  any  naval  duty  or  service  whatever?  If  these  laws  and 
customs  be  known  to  the  judge  advocate  or  to  the  court,  let  them  be  expounded  and  applied  to  the  terms 
of  the  charge  and  specifications,  or  to  the  facts  proved:  if  unknown,  let  old  and  experienced  commanders 
versed  in  the  traditionary  lore  of  marine  law  be  examined,  to  identify  and  explain  them.  They  must  be 
known  before  any  act  can  be  punished  as  an  offence  against  them.  In  the  absence  of  such  knowledge, 
they  cannot  be  supplied  by  any  discretion,  judicial  or  legislative  in  this  court.  The  judge  advocate  has 
referred  to  the  common  laiv  as  defining  and  punishing  murder  and  other  crimes,  without  the  help  of  statute 
law,  and  certainly  it  never  entered  into  the  conception,  either  of  my  counsel  or  myself,  that  any  objection 
or  argument  which  had  been  urged  on  my  part,  rested  on  any  distinction  of  the  form  of  the  law  by  which 
the  offence  was  supposed  to  have  been  created  and  punished,  nor  is  it  quite  obvious  what  argument  the 
imnishnient  of  offences  at  common  law  may  furnish  for  the  assumption  of  a  legislative  discretion,  by  a 
court-martial,  tcj  punish  anything  as  a  crime  which  may  appear  to  be  mischievous  or  dangerous  to  the 
service,  from  any  analogy  to  the  "jurisdiction  of  the  common  law  courts.     The  analogy  is  wholly  against 

•Laws  United  States,  vol.  3,  p.  .357. 

t  Vide  MoArthur,  vol.  1,  app.  No.  1,  p.  .325. 

j  Vide  McArlhur,  volume  1,  app.  No.  4,  p.  336. 
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the  argument,  for  the  common  law  is  just  as  positive,  limited,  and  fixed  a  rule  of  action,  as  the  statute 
law,  and  the  very  fact  of  the  coexistence  of  the  two,  proves  that  the  courts  arrogate  no  extension  of 
jurisdiction  bordering  on  legislative  discretion,  from  the  unwritten  or  prescriptive  authority  of  the  com- 
mon law,  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the  public  good  requires  any  innovation  on  the  established  and 
defined  boundaries  of  the  common  law,  or  any  extension  or  modification  of  its  terms,  a  recourse  to  the 
legislature  to  supply  its  defects  by  statutory  enactment  becomes  necessary.  Then  if  there  be  a  common 
law  of  the  navy,  implied  by  these  laws  and  customs  used  at  sea,  let  it  be  exemplified  and  applied  to  my 
case  with  the  same  certainty  and  precision  as  the  common  law  to  murdel-  or  other  offences  defined  and 
punished  by  it. 

2d.  The  question  on  the  form  of  the  accusation  was  supposed  to  have  been  settled  by  a  concurrence 
of  so  many  and  such  pointed  authorities,  all  coinciding  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  justice,  and  with  the 
most  indispensable  safeguards  of  individual  right  and  security,  as  to  leave  little  or  nothing  to  be  said  on 
the  subject.  There  seemed  to  be  little  occasion,  either  in  the  general  principles  propounded,  or  in  their 
application  to  the  present  case,  for  any  strictures  upon  the  mischievous  consequences  of  permitting  an 
evasion  of  justice,  by  means  of  nice  and  technical  objections  to  form,  or  of  captious  verbal  criticism. 
It  would  have  been  more  to  the  point  to  have  shown  how  the  objections  urged  on  my  behalf,  were  too 
nice  or  technical,  or  required  more  than  was  necessary  or  usual  to  the  wholesome  forms  of  judicial  pro- 
cedure; and  how  the  exceptions  to  the  precision,  or  legal  or  grammatical  accuracy  of  the  terms  in  which 
the  offence  was  described,  and  the  facts  specified  were  too  nice  and  technical;  or  how  they  descended  to 
the  captiousness  of  verbal  criticism  without  aflecting  the  substantial  sense  and  meaning  of  the  charge. 
It  has  been  thought  to  be  as  obvious  to  the  philosophical  as  to  the  professional  and  practical  observer, 
upon  the  principles  of  a  regular  and  discreet  jurisprudence,  that  it  was  far  more  just  and  safe  to  compel 
ministers  of  the  law  to  care  and  precision  in  the  forms  of  procedure,  than  to  set  them  loose  from  every 
wholesome  restraint.  The  necessity. and  value  of  these  landmarks  to  human  rights  are  enforced,  no  less 
by  the  rules  of  criminal  judicature  in  military  than  in  civil  tribunals:  the  theory  in  both  is  precisely  the 
same,  and  the  practice  assimilated  by  the  closest  analogy.  One  of  the  most  celebrated  and  useful  of  the 
authors  who  have  treated  of  the  law  and  practice  of  courts-martial,  has  not  failed  to  insist  upon  the  com- 
parative mischiefs  arising  from  a  disregard  of,  or  a  strict  adherence  to  established  forms;  and  to  demon- 
strate the  wide-spread  and  incalculable  evils  resulting  from  the  one,  and  the  very  partial  and  occasional 
inconveniences  from  the  other.*  This  is  followed  by  the  distinct  enumeration  aiid  clear  definition  of  all 
those  reasonable  and  proper  rules,  by  which  the  form  of  accusations  exhibited  before  courts-martial  is 
determined;  and  which  are  so  repeatedly  insisted  on,  and  strenuously  recommended  by  the  same  author, 
and  numerous  other  authorities  cited  in  the  course  of  the  former  discussion.  The  summary  of  these 
rules,  as  given  upon  that  occasion,  and  amply  supported  by  reason  and  authority,  says,  "  tlie  ofl'ence 
must  be  set  out  in  such  terms  as  bring  it  clearly  and  unequivocally  within  the  law,  or  articles  of  war, 
by  which  it  is  made  punishable,  so  that  there  shall  appear  a  certainty  of  an  offence  in  the  charge;  and,  in 
some  instances,  it  must  be  charged  in  the  very  words  of  the  article  or  statute  supposed  to  be  violated, 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  acts  charged,  must  be  minutely  described 
in  the  specifications;  and  the  more  vague  and  general  the  article  of  war  by  which  the  offence  is  described 
and  punished,  so  much  the  more  particular  and  minute  must  be  the  specification.  An  indictment  or 
criminal  information  in  the  courts  of  common  law,  or,  as  some  prefer,  a  libel  in  the  courts  of  the  civil 
law  is  referred  to  as  the  lowest  admissible  standard  of  the  certainty,  precision,  and  particularity  required 
in  an  accusation  before  a  court-martial. "|  By  all  this,  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  understood  that  the  mere 
solemnities  and  technical  forms  of  such  pleadings  are  requisite;  but  those  substantial  parts  that  go  to 
inform  the  party  accused  circumstantially  and  certainly,  of  what  it  is  that  he  is  called  to  answer.  Upon 
a  comparison  of  these  prescribed  requisites  of  a  valid  accusation,  with  the  actual  charge  and  specifica- 
tions in  question,  the  utter  failure  of  the  latter  under  the  test  was  obvious  and  palpable. 

But  there  were  not  wanting  expedients  to  evade  the  force  of  an  objection,  unanswerable,  as  I 
think,  in  its  terms.  But  the  generality  of  the  charge,  (it  was  said  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Tytler,) 
although  it  may  not  be  absolutely  reprobated  by  the  military  law,  or  amount  to  avoidance  or 
annulling  of  the  indictment,  affording,  in  every  case,  a  competent  and  weighty  objection  upon  the 
part  of  the  prisoner,  which  he  may  urge,  to  the  effect  of  having  the  charge  rendered  special,  by  a 
pointed  detail  from  the  prosecution  of  the  jjarticular  facts  on  which  it  is  founded;  and  this  requisi- 
tion by  the  prisoner,  which  is  founded  in  material  practice,  no  court-martial  can  legally  refuse;  "  Jthe 
hypothetical  and  qualified  terms  which  thus  indicate  a  process  for  botching  the  defects  in  the  origi- 
nal frame  of  the  charge,  are  assumed  as  absolute;  and  as  ruling  that  such  defect"  is  not  absolutely 
reprobated  by  the  military  law,  and  does  not  amount  to  a  voidance  or  annulling  of  the  indictment;  "  that 
a  more  precise  and  special  statement  of  the  matter  of  the  charge  is  merely  recommended  as  of  favor,  not 
required  as  of  indispensable  obligation,  and  it  is  concluded  that  the  proper  time  and  mode  for  me  to  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  objection,  was  before  I  had  jilcadcMJ,  and  then  to  have  called  on  the  judge  advo- 
cate for  the  pointed  detail  oi  particular  facts  on  whirli  the  charge  was  founded"  a  "requisition  (it  seems) 
founded  in  material  justice,  and  which  no  court-martial  can  legally  refuse."  Be  it  so:  but  it  has  entirely 
escaped  observation  that  this  remedy  applies  to  only  half  my  objection;  that  it  is  limited  in  terms  to  the 
generality  of  the  charge  and  specifications;  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  so  much  of  the  objection  as  turns 
upon  the  inaccurate,  confused,  and  absolutely  unmeaning  terms  in  which  the  charge  itself  is  couched. 
An  indictment  or  other  form  of  accusation  may  be  extremely  objectionable  for  its  generality,  while  its 
meaning  may  be  manifested  by  language  quite  grammatical,  clear  and  intelligible.  "  It  is  also  some- 
what perplexing  to  comprehend  why  the  court-viartial  cannot  legally  refuse  the  requisition  for  this " 
pointed  detail  of  particular  facts;  if  there  be  legal  obligation  on  the  prosecutor  to  "prevent  the  objection," 
and  the  consequent  necessity  for  such  a  requisition,  by  avoiding  the  original  fault  that  is  to  produce  them. 

It  might  further  be  asked,  upon  what  authority  this  requisition  is  restricted  to  the  time  of  arrange- 
ment before  plea;  especially  a  plea  admitted  under  a  protest,  reserving  the  identical  exception;  and  why 
the  evident  defects  of  the  charge  and  specificatiDns,  have  not,  when  so  rei>eatedly  complained  of,  been 
amended;  as  might  have  been  done  with  a  tithe  of  tlie  pains  and  labor  bestowed  upon  the  justification  of 
them? 

*  2McArth.,  p.  11. 

t  The  authorities  formerly  eited,  Adye,  p.  127-8;  Tvtler,  p.  206-13;  2  McArthur,  p.  6-12;  Mac,  p.  61-8. 
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But  this  mode  of  evading  the  force  of  the  objection,  by  proposing:  a  succedaneum,  was  anticipated 
and  effectually  obviated,  in  the  preliminary  argument  by  which  the  objections  were  maintained.  It  was 
shown  that  the  rule  did  not  rest  upon  the  general  law  and  practice  of  courts-martial  only,  cogent  and 
conclusive  as  were  the  authorities  by  which  such  law  and  practice  had  been  ascertained;  but  that  it  had 
been  incorporated  and  consolidated  with  the  mass  of  our  naval  articles  of  war,  and  so  had  acquired  all 
the  force  and  authority  of  positive  enactment.  For  this  the  38th  article  was  referred  to,  which  expressly 
requires  that  "  the  person  accused  be  furnished  with  a  true  copy  of  the  charges,  with  the  specifications, 
at  the  time  he  is  put  under  arrest,"  and  makes  them  afterwards  unalterable  but  upon  certain  extraordi- 
nary contingencies,  specially  stated  in  the  body  of  the  article.*  Now  as  the  full  import  and  meaning 
of  the  term  specifications,  had  been  determined  by  the  precedent  law  and  practice  of  courts-martial,  it 
must  be  held  to  have  been  adopted  by  Congress  according  to  its  technical  import;  and  to  have  had  pre- 
cisely the  same  eficct,  as  if  Congress  had  descended  to  more  minue  legislation;  and  had  in  terms,  re- 
quired all  the  "  pointed  detail  of  particular  facts,"  which  it  seems  a  court-martial  could  not  have  legally 
refused  to  enforce,  when  properly  required.  Mr.  Tytler,  in  the  very  passage  which  is  relied  upon  as  con- 
ceding the  practice  of  amending  the  charge  after  the  court  has  assembled  for  the  trial  of  it,  clearly 
excepts  charges  under  a  particular  article  of  war,  in  which  it  was  thought  just,  on  account  of  the  gene- 
rality of  its  terms  expressly  to  require  specifications:  and  he  very  hesitatingly  yields  to  the  inference,  that 
because  they  are  not  expresslj'  required  under  the  other  articles,  the  omission  is  not  fatal  and  incurable 
under  any  other;  "  may  not  amount  to  a  voidance  or  annulling  of  the  indictment."  Indeed  the  practice 
of  altering  the  charge  after  the  court  has  assembled,  is  directly  contrary  to  the  general  rule  stated  by  all 
the  authorities  before  cited;  and  the  few  precedents  that  have  formed  exceptions  to  it,  are  stated  as  very 
questionable  in  principle. 

The  answer  offered  to  this  argument  is  curious.  It  is  said  that  this  statutory  rule,  requiring  speci- 
fications, and  forbidding  a  subsequent  alteration  of  the  charge  was  introduced  for  the  benefit  and  advan- 
tage of  the  person  accused,  who  is  always  competent  to  renounce  it;  and  if  he  desires  more  minute 
specifications,  he  must  renounce  the  rule  and  permit  the  amendment.  So  a  rule  introduced  for  the  benefit 
of  the  person  accused,  and  of  imperative  obligation  upon  the  prosecutor,  is  violated  to  the  disadvantage 
and  injury  of  the  person  accused;  but  he  cannot  except  to  such  illegal  violation  of  the  rule,  unless  he 
agrees  to  purge  his  adversary's  fault,  by  renouncing  the  very  right  that  has  been  invaded.  If  this  he 
not  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  law,  why,  the  chasm  in  the  chain  of  cause  and  effect  is  utterly  imperceptible 
to  my  common  sense. 

The  rationale  of  this  rule,  and  its  highly  beneficial  character,  were  illustrated  by  the  citation  of 
another,  vouched  by  the  same  authorities,  and  designed  for  the  same  beneficial  end,  namely:  that  which 
required  that  the  person  accused,  should  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  witnesses  to  be  adduced  against 
him,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  charge,  in  order  to  enable  him  not  only  to  make  the  best  preparation  to 
meet  i\\e  facts  to  be  adduced  against  him,  but  also  to  invalidate  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  if  prac- 
ticable. The  concurring  authority  of  the  four  authors  already  cited,  is  unceremoniously  set  aside  by 
some  posthumous  notes  of  the  late  judge  advocate  general  of  Eiigland,  introduced  into  the  preface  to  the 
last  edition  of  Mr.  Tytler's  essay.  But  a  more  careful  examination  of  these  notes  will  show  that  the  rule 
is  not  denied  as  one  of  general,  but  of  universal  application,  and  that  nothing  more  than  its  relaxation  in 
certain  excepted  cases,  is  insisted  on. 

But  against  all  the  force  of  general  learning  and  authority,  confirmed  by  statutory  enactment,  numer- 
ous examples  of  the  actual  form  of  charges  and  specifications,  tried  before  our  courts-martial,  have  been 
industriously  collected.  And  for  what  purpose?  Is  it  imagined  that  any  positive  number  of  bad  pre- 
cedents, silently  creeping  into  practice,  and  never  having  received  the  sanction  of  a  judicial  confirmation, 
can  be  competent  to  overrule  a  rule,  a  law  so  positive  and  so  authentically  vouched?  The  authors  who 
have  laid  down  the  rule  and  illustrated  its  utility  and  necessity,  all  advert  to  certain  partial  violations  of 
it,  which  are  not  cited  as  precedents,  but  as  examples  of  irregular  practice  to  be  avoided.  It  is  true  that 
the  precedents  collected  by  the  judge  advocate,  seem,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  extremely  defective  in 
minuteness  and  precision  of  specification;  but  by  how  many  degrees  do  they  excel  the  present  charge  in 
legal  precision  and  propriety  of  phrase.  There  is  scarce  one  of  them  but  charges  in  direct  terms  some 
heinous  offence;  scandalous  falsehood;  forged  letters;  malicious,  false,  and  scandalous  libels,  &c.,  &c. 
But,  whatever  be  the  character  of  these  precedents,  they  cannot  be  opposed  to  a  well-defined  and  posi- 
tive rule  of  law,  but  may  only  serve  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  enforcing  it. 

The  argument  of  inconvenience  is  called  in  aid,  and  voluminous  documents  with  which  upon  our 
plan  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  stuff  the  specifications  are  insisted  on,  as  if  so  necessary  and  bene- 
ficial a  rule  of  law  were  to  give  way  in  order  to  save  the  prosecutor  the  trouble  of  writing.  But  this 
objection  is  merely  fanciful.  It  was  only  necessary  to  have  specified  the  passages  in  the  letters  and 
other  papers  complained  of  as  disrespectful  or  untrue,  with  the  same  particularity  and  conciseness  as  in 
an  indictment  or  declaration  for  a  libel. 

These  exceptions  were,  in  the  first  instance,  urged  on  my  part  under  a  firm  conviction  that  they  were 
unanswerable;  having  embarked  in  them,  their  importance  required  that  they  should  be  sustained.  I 
have  felt  no  other  solicitude,  as  they  relate  to  my  own  particular  case,  but  to  avoid  being  unwarily 
entrapped  by  vague  and  ambiguous  phrases  into  such  a  dilemma  as  that  the  court  should  feel  itself  com- 
pelled to  find  the  fact  against  me  of  writing  or  publishing  what  I  never  denied,  without  the  necessity  of 
imputing  to  it  any  specific  degree  of  legal  or  moral  impropriety. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  a  cursory  and  brief  consideration  of  the  charge  and  specifications  in  their 
order,  as  connected  with  the  evidence. 

Charge  2.  The  analysis  that  has  already  been  made  of  the  terms  of  this  charge,  and  the  manifest 
failure  of' every  attempt  to  expound  from  the^m  any  intelligible  meaning,  far  less  a  precise  charge  of  any 
specific  act,  punishable  under  the  naval  articles  of  war,  may  dispense  me  from  any  other  notice  of  it 
than  a  few  explanatory  remarks.  When  exception  was  taken  to  the  new-coined  or  new-compounded 
adjective,  "  insubordiiu.tc,"  nothing  was  less  intended  than  nice  verbal  criticism;  and  after  all  that  has 
been  said,  the  practice  of  so  characterizing  the  criticisms  upon  the  present  application  of  the  terms  is  not 
perceived.  Nor  was  there  any  idea  of  denying  absolutely  the  propriety  on  proper  occasions,  and  with 
the  necessary  skill  of  introducing  words  with  new  forms  of  composition;  or  with  any  other  impress  of  a 
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new  coinage.  The  lawfulnoss  ul'  sncli  ci)inap,-o,  and  tlic  rules  liy  wliirli  it  kIhuiIiI  Ix-  .ijuvenied,  have  been 
too  long  established  l>,v  a  cclcliratiMl  i.nHluctidii  of  a  witty  aud  poetical  fi'ilic  (if  antiquity  to  be  now 
questioned:  though  it  iiiust  lie  conlcsscd  tliat  tlic  dry  and  solenm  details  ul'  an  indic-tnicnt  or  criminal 
charge  do  not  furnish  the  liapjiicsl  nnasinn,  or  tlic  must  legitimate  subject  for  such  adventurous  essays. 
Neither  the  propriety  in  gencial  <A'  ihr  arbitiaiy  cuinpusition  of  a  noun  with  a  privative  particle,  when 
the  writer  desired  to  express  some  ipialiiy  nf  contrariety  to  the  primitive  noun,  nor  the  caUida  punctuTa 
of  insubordinate,  when  applied  to  the  same  pliil(is(.pliical'  ideas  as  the  primitive  adjective,  was  called  in 
question.  The  gist  of  the  objection  was  that  snhoidiiiale  liad  never  acquired  by  well  established  use, 
nor  even  by  any  use,  popular  or  technical,  any  meaning;-  dilTcrent  from  that  affixed  to  it  in  ijhilosophical 
and  literary  language:  that  such  meaning  was  utterly'  umq.propiiate  ami  inconqietent  tn  deudle  the  pre- 
sence of  any  military  or  other  virlne  in  an  individual:  consequently,  the  new  and  aibilraiy  ('oiiiposition 
of  the  word"  with  the  jirivative  pailicle,  (unknown  to  any  vocabulary  of  the  language,  and  wilhout  any 
fixed  or  known  meaning  beyond  the  mere  conlrariely  of  its  i>rimitive)  was  equally  nnappropriate,  and 
incompetent  to  express  ihe  |iresenre  (,r  any  military  or  other  vice  or  crime  in  an  individual.  What  con- 
nection this  may  iiave  with  the  speculative  and  inquacticable  notion,  censured  by  Professor  Stewart,  of 
cramping  and  impoverishing  written  and  oral  language,  by  repudiating  every  signification  nut  deducible 
from  the  radical  or  primitive  sense  of  words,  as  species  of  the  same  genus,  is  not  so  obvious.  A  conjec- 
ture was  indulged  that  "  insubordinate  conduct"  might  possibly  have  been  intended  as  a  paraphrase  of 
another  tenuj  which  was  likewise  to  be  formed  by  the  coirqiositinn  of  a  noun  with  a  privative  particle, 
and  that  was  insubordination;  and  no  other  appropriate  or  intelligible  meaning  could  be  inferred  from  the 
application  of  that  term  to  the  matter  of  the  charge  but  illsohci/ifiirf  ,,/'  onl/'ra,  which  made  it  identical 
with  the  first  charge,  and  stripju'd  it  of  all  relation  to  and  support  iroiu  tlu'  siiecifications  annexed  to  it. 
The  judge  advocate  has  seized  upon  tln^  identity  of  "  insubordinale  conduct,"  and  "insubordination," 
but  by  what  analogy  is  not  explained.  The  substantive  snhdi-i/iiiiilidi)  is  admitled  to  have  acquired  a 
more  extended  meaning  in  military  language^,  than  in  iiliilosophical  language,  or  literary  composition, 
and  one  very  remotely  if  at  all  (Icducilile  iVom  its  radical  or  primitive  sense,  while  the  adjective  "subordi- 
nate" is  invariably  used  in  militiiiy  language,  as  in  all  admissible  usage,  ;vitli  the  strictest  analogy  to 
its  radical  sense;  and  therefore  the  adjec|i\-e,  wln'tliei-  simple  or  comjiouuded,  being  so  confined  to  its 
radical  sense,  cannot  be  made  to  denote  the  new  ami  extended  si-niticalion  of  the  substantive,  either  in 
its  simple  or  compcninded  form.  Ninueious  authorities  are  citeil  to  ])i-o\-e  that  subordination  is  established 
by  general  and  approved  usage,  as  applied  both  to  military  individuals  and  to  military  bodies  collectively: 
and  some  authorities  for  insubordination  applied  to  military  bodies  collectively;  and  the  great  aim  of  all 
this  learned  and  laborious  research  is  to  prove  that  subordination  has  other  significations,  in  relation  to 
military  matters,  than  mere  obedience  to  orders.  Doubtless  it  is  used  in  a  variety  of  senses  in  reference 
to  military  matters.  When  applied  to  collective  bodies,  it  indicates  the  regular  series  and  gradation  of 
ranks,  and  the  principle  of  cohesion  and  organization  that  jucserves  tliem  in  llieir  order.  In  that  sense 
it  is  opposed  to  anarchy  or  disorganization,  and  in  that  sense  it  is  utterly  unaiipropriate  and  incompetent, 
either  simple  or  compounded,  to  denote  the  presence  or  absence  of  any  military  crime  or  offence  in  an 
individual.  The  only  possible  application  of  it  that  can  express  such  an  idea  is  to  an  individual  of  a 
military  body,  and  the  only  quality  it  can  predicate  of  him,  at  all  to  the  purpose  of  the  present  charge, 
is  obedience  or  disobedience  of  orders. 

The  judge  advocate  rejects  this  signification,  as  reducing  the  two  charges  to  a  state  of  absolute 
identity  of  meaning  and  eli'ect;  and  yet,  after  all  the  long  and  devious  huntings  after  a  meaning,  no 
precise  or  definite  one,  dilferent  from  this,  is  suggested.  The  argument  in  support  of  the  charge,  highly 
creditable  as  it  is  in  other  respects  to  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of  its  author,  is  just  as  void  of  precision 
and  of  specific  intent  in  its  conclusions,  as  the  charge  itself. 

I  submit  it,  without  further  remark,  to  the  judgment  of  the  court,  whether  the  second  charge  be  not 
so  indefinite  and  so  incapable  of  any  appropriate  meaning  from  which  a  criminal  offence  may  be  inferred, 
as  to  strip  it  of  all  efficacy  as  a  charge  under  which  any  judicial  trial  may  be  had.  The  charge  falling, 
every  specification  depending  on  it  falls  with  it,  as  of  course.  I  desire,  nevertheless,  to  be  indulged  with 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  merits  of  each  of  the  specifications.  . 

Specification  first.  If  the  strictures  upon  the  terms  of  the  charge  itself  be  at  all  founded,  this  specifi- 
cation must  be  clearly  untenable;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  successful  argument  in  support  of  the 
general  charge  would  not  help  the  specification.  For,  after  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  "insubordi- 
nate conduct,"  predicated  of  a  moral  agent,  is  equivalent  to  "insubordination,"  and  so  denotes  some 
military  offence  in  such  agent,  it  must  still  remain  an  enigma  what  "insubordinate  character"  means 
when  predicated  of  a  letter.  The  moral  agent  may  commit  a  breach  of  subordination  by  writing  a  letter 
when  forbidden,  or  not  writing  when  commanded;  but  wdrat  positive  quality  of  subordination  or  insubor- 
dination may  inhere  in  the  letter  itself,  is  the  mystery. 

The  "  in^iiliiirili  luitf  character"  charged  upon  these  letters  is  altogether  unintelligible  and  absurd; 
their  "disrcqicclful  character"  too  vague  and  uncertain  to  produce  any  le,gal  consequences.  Disrespect, 
in  any  form  of  words,  written  or  oral,  is  not  recognized  as  a  species  of  offence  in  the  naval,  as  it  is  in  the 
military,  articles  of  war.  If  the  latter,  it  was'defined  and  limited  by  a  specific  enumeration  of  the 
personages  to  whom  the  offence  might  be  offered;  and  from  that  enumeration  the  Secretary  of  War  is 
excluded;  and  there  could  be  no  possible  reason  why  the  feelings  of  the  one  Secretary  should  be  held 
any  more  sacred  and  inviolate  than  the  other;  still  less  that  the  naval  articles  should  have  interpolated 
in  them  a  new  and  fanciful  species  of  offence,  merely  for  the  sake  of  placing  the  one  of  these  officers 
upon  a  footing  uf  pre-eminence  over  the  other.  The  naval  articles  jjunished  i;,iili'iiij)f  to  a  superior  officer 
while  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  no  species  of  disres|ieii  slimt  of  contempt,  so  manifested, 
could  be  punishable  under  these  articles.  Contempt,  so  manifested,  implied  something  more  than  mere 
words;  it  implied  either  acts  or  words  attended  by  the  practical  consequence  of  impeding  or  insulting  a 
superior  officer  in  the  very  act  of  discharging  his  duty;  it  stood  next  in  degree  to  mutinous  words. 
What  should  constitute  disrespect,  either  in  a  verbal  or  written  communication,  is  alto,gether  arbitrary, 
depending  upon  etiquette  in  many  instances,  and  upon  certain  minute  observances  wholly  beneath  the 
gravity  of  judicial  notice.  What  might  be  entirely  unexceptionable  on  one  occasion,  might  be  highly 
disrespectful  on  another.  Besides,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  if  he  be  intended  as  the  person  to  whom 
these  letters  were  disrespectful,  does  not  stand  in  the  relation  of  superior  officer  contempleted  by  the 
naval  articles  of  war,  which  evidently  refer  to  the  gradations  and  relations  of  mere  military  rank.     The 
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Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  is  exclusively  a  civiJ  officer,  without  military  rank,  or  other  connection  with  it  than 
as  the  organ  of  communication  bctvyeen  tiio  Executive  and  the  officers  of  the  navy. 

But,  after  all,  what  is  there  diKre^prrffvl  t"  anybody  in  these  letters?  They  complain  of  real  or 
Rupiiwscd  -■ricvaiices.  They  freely  ri'i  nous  hate,  it  is  tiiio;  and  when  oflicers  of  the  navy  or  army  may  not 
do  tiiat  with  impunity  they  must  fir  alij-ct  indriMl,  if  imt  drhascl.  The  military  articles  .if  war  expressly 
antiitiii/.c  the  appeal  of  the  meanest  soldier,  and  so  thnm-h  all  the  -i-adations  of  military  rank,  when  he 
thinks  himself  u-rongpd.  Then  any  oHieer  or  soldier  eif  liie  army  may  complain  uf  wrong  from  his  imme- 
diate superior,  withlmt  otTence;  and  what  sliall  restrain  an  officer  of  the  navy  from  complaining  and 
remonstrating-  against  alleged  injustice':'  Tlie  question  is  not  now  triable  by  this  court,  whether  1  were 
well  grounded  in  my  complaint,  but  whether  it  were  urged  in  indecent  or  abusive  language. 

The  examples  of  free  and  uncensured  complaint  and  remonstrance  from  military  men  to  or  against 
their  superiors,  are  numerous  in  the  services  of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  If  I  were  called  upon  to 
explain  or  justify  the  tone  of  complaint  indicated  by  the  correspondence  now  produced,  I  should  be  at 
no  loss  to  speiily  such  reasons  as,  ii]iou  tlie  coolest  refl.H'tion,  I  still  think  well  founded. 

The  manner  of  my  recall,  so  inconnneiisnrate,  as  1  then  knew,  and  as  I  still  know,  with  the  merits 
of  mv  conduct,  wliicli,  if  it  had  been  as  \vell  understood  then  as  it  must  be  n(jw,  I  do  verily  believe  would 
have' been  applauded,  instead  of  beinu'  c(;nsured;  the  iue.piality  between  the  treatment  I  received  and 
that  extended  to  others,  under  like  ciicnnistanci's;  the  continuing-  to  hold  me  up,  without  investigation, 
and  for  so  long  a  time  after  1  tendererl  myself  prepared  for  the  investigation,  were  all  circumstances  that 
bore  hard  upon  my  thoughts. 

The  contrast  "in  the  triumphant  and  magnanimous  support  of  General  Jackson  against  the  heaviest 
and  most  menacing  cloud  of  discontent,  and  in  the  delicate  treatment  of  Captain  Cassin  (as  explained  in 
the  order  from  the  Navy  Department  to  me,  of  the  9th  April,  1823),  who  had  the  option  to  come  home  to 
explain  his  conduct,  or  to  transmit  a  written  explanation  against  grievous  complahits  (severe  and  unjust 
as  they  were)  of  the  Spanish  minister,  all  conspired  to  convince  me  that  I  had  in  some  way  forfeited  the 
favor  of  the  administration.  Nor  did  the  administration  appear  so  instantly  and  spontaneously  struck 
with  the  enormity  of  my  transgression  at  Foxardo  as  to  account  for  my  seveic  trealmeut;  for  my  official 
report  of  the  transaction  lay  for  more  than  three  weeks  unnoticed  in  the  I)ei>artiueut,  and  my  letter  of 
recall  bears  date  on  the  very  ihiy  (December  27,  1824)  that  the  inquiry  concerning  the  affiiir  was  moved 
in  Congress.  Besides,  the  Secretary's  letter  to  me  (.Vpril  20,  1825)  seems  willing  to  ease  off  the  weight 
of  theblow,  by  mixing  up  other  causes  for  my  recall.  I  had,  it  is  true,  intimated  a  conditional  wish  to 
be  relieved  from  the  command,  but  1  could  never  have  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  my  letter  of  recall,  that 
it  was  in  any  degree  caused  by  such  intimation. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  1  should  despise  myself  if  I  were  capable  of  insult  or  rudeness  to  a 
gentleman  to  whom  I  stood  in  my  then  or  present  relations  to  the  President,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  should  hold  it  as  unmanly  to  stand  mute  and  awe-struck,  when  I  conceive  myself  justly 
entitled  to  complain.  If  any  passage  of  my  letters  could  reasonably  have  borne  such  a  construction,  I 
should  have  been  grieved,  and  would  unhesitatingly  have  disclaimed  the  inference. 

Specification  second.  What  law  or  what  usage  prohibits  a  public  report  of  the  proceeding  of  any 
court,  after  the  judicial  function  on  that  subjet't  had  lieen  executed  and  the  court  dissolved?  The  only 
possible  mode  in  \\liich  an  oll'euce  <'ari  be  coumiitted  by  the  imldication,  in  detail,  of  judicial  proceedings, 
is  whilst  they  are  pending,  and  may  lie  prejuiliced  by  the  pidilicatiou;  and  in  that  case  the  character  and 
degree  of  the  olfence  is  a  contempt  of  court,  pnnishalile  as  a  contempt  by  the  identical  tribunal  whose 
authority  is  insulti'd,  and  pimisliable  in  no  other  way.  'I'lie  proceedings  of  the  court  were  necessarily 
public,  but  it  is  allowed  that  the  printing  of  detailed  statements  of  them,  pending  the  trial,  is  improper, 
because  it  operates  practical  mischief  on  that  identical  proceeding.  But  when  the  trial  is  linished  the 
mischief  ceases,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  court,  the  only  authority  that  could  have  taken  cogni- 
zance of  the  ofiFence,  had  ceased. 

Specification  third.  This  specification,  in  so  far  as  it  charg<>s  simple  inaccuracies  in  my  state- 
ment of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  is  frivolous  in  its  terms,  and  it  turns  out  to  be  still 
more  so  in  the  proof.  For,  if  every  variance  between  the  |iriuled  report  aud  the  record  could  justly  be 
charged  as  the  mistakes  of  the  former,  they  were  wholly  immatei-ial,  and  it  is  too  favorable  a  represen- 
tation of  them  to  say  they  were  merely  verbal,  for  Ihey'even  descended  into  the  iiiin  iiliir  of  punctuation 
and  orthography,  and  even  of  emphasis,  if  such  may  lie  understooil  by  the  term  of  ihiliri^ing.  The  only 
circumstances  that  could  have  given  any  legal  or  moral  tdlecl  to  this  speeilication,  would  have  been  to 
chai-ge  substantial  errors  in  the  printed  report,  materially  varying  the  sense,  and  to  have  charged  them 
as  proceeding  from  a  corrupt  and  malicious  motive;  but  the  ^■ariances  are  not  proved  to  have  been 
chargeable  to  any  mistake  of  mine  or  my  clerks.  In  the  origiiud  record,  in  more  than  a  dozen  instances, 
where  erasures  appear  and  words  are  interlined  or  added,  in  a  difierent  handwriting  from  the  body  of 
the  record,  clearly  showing  alterations  to  have  been  made  on  its  face,  after  it  had  been  fairly  transcribed 
from  the  original  minutes  of  the  judge  advocate,  my  copy  reads  to  the  greatest  exactness  with  a  fair 
transcript,  before  it  was  altered,  retaining  all  the  passages  erased,  and  omitting  all  those  interlined  or 
added.  Then  there  are  two  evidences  in  favor  of  the  original  correctness  of  my  copy,  viz:  the  clerk  who 
originally  transcribed  from  the  judge  advocate's  minutes,  and  the  clerk  who  coi)ied  for  me;  from  which  it 
clearly  a]ipears  that  these  differences  were  produced,  not  by  the  error  of  my  copying  clerk,  but  by  altera- 
tions of  the  minutes  or  record,  after  my  copy  had  been  given  out.  I  presum.^  tli<'  judge  advocate  had  a 
right  to  make  these  alterations,  and  I  complain  not  of  them,  but  I  do  com]ilain  of  their  being  made  the 
ground  of  a  serious  charge  of  incorrectness  in  my  publication.  The  record  contains  other  circumstantial 
evidence,  most  convincing  to  the  same  point;  but  I  forbear  to  enter  into  furtlier  details.  One  of  the 
most  important  differences  between  the  two  copies  consists  of  an  amendment  of  the  original  minutes 
ordered  by  the  court  itself,  which  amendment  I  inserted  in  its  proper  place,  and  erased  the  erroneous 
entry  which  that  amendment  should  have  supplied.  Whereas  the  judge  advocate  left  the  original  minute 
to  stand  as  erroneously  entered,  and  entered  a  minute  of  the  amendment  in  another  place.  As  to  such 
documents  and  proceedings  as  are  charged  to  have  been  omitted,  I  accounted  for  the  omission  on  tlie  face 
of  the  imblication,  by  stating  I  had  applied  for  them  but  could  not  obtain  them.  As  to  the  transposition 
of  tlie  documents,  that  is  explained  to  mean  an  inversion  of  the  order  in  which  they  had  been  originally 
placed  and  numbered,  and  needs  no  remark,  as  it  stands  on  a  level  with  their  errors  in  grammar,  ortho- 
graphy, punctuation,  emphasis,  &c. 
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Specification  fourth.  What  is  unwarranted  by  fact,  or  what  disrospoctfnl  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  or  the  court  of  inquiry,  in  any  of  the  remarlvs,  stiitcinciils,  nr  ijisiiniiidnns  here  complained  of,  has 
never,  to  tliis  day,  been  explained.  That  complaints  arc  inailc  to  the  Srcictary  ul'  the  Navy,  of  acts  to 
which  he  was  the  organ,  is  true;  that  certain  proceeding.s  of  tlie  cuun  of  iu(iuiry  are  remarked  upon,  and 
freely  criticised,  but  in  terms  wholly  unexceptionable.  I  liuve  not  assailed  their  motives,  nor  their 
understanding's,  but  have  endeavored  to  demonstrate  certain  errors  in  judgment,  that  bore  hardly,  as  I 
conceived,  upon  my  particular  case.  What  may  be  the  standard  of  the  deference  and  respect  due  from  a 
military  or  naval  officer  to  a  military  or  naval  court  of  inquiry,  I  know  not.  But  this  I  know,  that 
complaint  and  remonstrance  from  persons  far  more  delicately  situated  towards  the  persons  addressed, 
and  the  intercourse  between  whom  is  guarded  by  far  more  jealous  punctilios — I  allude  to  the  relation 
between  a  military  officer  and  the  legislature  of  his  country — and  I  cite,  as  an  example,  the  memorial  of 
General  Jackson  to  the  Senate,  in  which  he  freely  and  severely  censures  the  proceedings  of  a  committee 
of  inquiry.  Let  the  terms  of  my  complaint  be  compared  with  those  of  General  Jackson's  memorial,  and 
it  will  plainly  appear  how  much  1  kept  myself  within  the  allowed  limits  of  complaint.  Yet  the  .Senate, 
after  debate  and  full  deliberation,  vntid  tiie  memorial  unexceptionable,  and  ordered  it  ti.i  be  [irinted.  And 
General  Jackson  lives  in  the  heart  of  the  nation — an  honored  member  of  the  very  Senate  whieli  had  so 
magnanimously  brooked  the  freedom  of  his  remonstrance;  and  only  second  in  the  competition  for  the 
higtiest  honors  of  the  State. 

Specification  fifth.  This  specification,  both  as  stated  in  terms  and  as  made  out  in  proof,  assumes 
that  it  is  a  military  offence,  punishable  by  a  court-martial,  for  an  officer  to  make  public  any  communica- 
tion whatever;  no  matter  how  innocent  or  indifferent,  without  first  obtaining  leave.  Upon  what  authority 
so  strange  a  position  is  assumed,  is  not  explained,  nor  may  it  be  easily  conjectured.  If  secrecy  be 
enjoined,  either  expressly  by  the  terms  of  the  communication,  or  impliedly  by  its  nature,  and  the  injury 
to  the  public  service  which  a  disclosure  might  produce,  the  publication  of  it  would  be  highly  imjiroper, 
and,  according  to  circumstances,  might  bring  him  in  the  danger  of  the  legal  charge  of  scandalous  conduct. 
But  as  to  official  communications  in  general,  not  impressed  with  this  special  character  of  secrecy,  there  is 
usually  less  delicacy  or  reserve  concerning  them  than  is  customary  with  the  correspondence  of  private 
gentlemen;  because  the  former  are,  in  some  sort,  public  documents,  and  the  same  motives  of  delicacy  are 
not  applicable  to  them.  The  correspondence  here  charged  as  published,  without  leave,  was  thought 
necessary  to  the  exposition  of  some  part  of  my  conduct  before  the  public;  and  I  contend,  there  was  no 
possible  injury  to  the  service  from  its  publication. 

Having  gone  through  all  the  stated  charges  and  specifications,  it  seems  I  am  called  upon  to  answer 
some  collateral  matter,  having  no  manner  of  connection  with  the  real  merits  of  any  question  involved  in 
the  present  trial:  unless  it  be  supposed  to  be  a  legitimate  mode  of  attack,  to  eke  out  the  defects  of  the 
existing  charges  and  evidence,  by  throwing  the  weight  of  an  eminent  man's  character  and  opinion  into 
the  scale  against  me.  I  allude  to  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Monroe,  taken  without  any  legal  authority,  and 
containing  within  itself  not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  that  can  or  ought  to  operate  against  me  with  any  but 
the  narrow-minded  and  the  servile.  In  so  far  as  it  imports  any  disapprobation  of  my  conduct,  it  is  by 
ripping  up  some  old  causes  of  dissatisfaction,  which  ought  not  to  have  had  any  influence  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  late  administration  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  Foxardo:  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  they  had  such 
influence;  1  should  rather  consider  it  as  furnishing  me  with  new  ground  of  complaint,  instead  of  accumu- 
lating.or  aggravating  any  of  the  complaints,  whether  well  or  ill-founded,  against  me.  I  do  infer,  in  the 
absence  of  all  explanation  of  the  purposes  for  which  this  deposition  is  adduced,  that  one  of  them  is  to  take 
upon  the  late  President  all  the  responsibility  of  the  various  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  of  which  I 
had  at  dift'erent  times  complained.  If  this  means  that  I  should  have  complained  of  the  President,  instead 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  implies  that  what  was  disrespectful  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  would 
have  been  quite  decorous  to  the  chief  magistrate.  The  truth  is,  that  all  my  complaints  of  the  manner  of 
my  recall,  were  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  the  regular  organ  through  which  I  communi- 
cated with  the  administration:  and  whatever  use  I  made  of  the  personal  pronoun  in  describing  the  source 
of  the  measures  complained  of,  I  should  have  been  understood  as  speaking  of  the  administration  collec- 
tively. As  to  the  short  correspondence  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  myself  in  March  last,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  surprise  that  I  received  an  intimation  during  the  present  trial  that  it  had  been  deposited  in  the 
Navy  Department.  Not  that  I  mean  to  complain  of  its  surrender  to  the  purposes  of  the  prosecution,  but 
simply  to  express  my  surprise  that  a  correspondence  so  trivial  in  itself,  and  merely  personal  in  its  con- 
cern, should  have  received  so  solemn  a  destination.  Indeed  the  inofi'ensiveness  of  its  contents  serve  to 
show  how  securely  I  might  challenge  investigation,  since  the  most  unscrupulous  use  of  a  private  corres- 
pondence had  produced  nothing  of  which  I  ought  to  be  ashamed.  If  there  were  anything  that  I  could 
now  desire  to  have  expunged,  the  wish  was  dictated  by  a  feeling  of  pride  which  I  think  it  meritorious  to 
repress,  without  regretting  any  errors  of  sentiment  into  which  I  may  have  been  betrayed  by  any  warmth 
or  cordiality  of  temper. 

D.  POP.TER. 


Extracts  from,  and  references  to,  the  President's  viessages  to  Congress,  and  the  documents  accompanying  the 
same,  in  relation  to  the  transactions  of  the  squadron  under  command  of  Commodore  Porter;  all  which  are 
referred  to  in  his  defence,  and  requested  to  be  taken  as  part  thereof. 

Extract  from  the  President's  message  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  the  eighteenth 
Congress,  December  2,  1823. 

In  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  our  naval  force  has  been  augmented,  by  the  addition  of 
several  small  vessels,  provided  for  by  the  "act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy,"  passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session.  That  armament  has  been  eminently  successful  in  the 
accomplishment  of  its  object.  The  piracies  by  which  our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  had  been  afflicted,  have  been  repressed,  and  the  confideuce  of  our  merchants  in  a  great  measure 
restored. 

The  patriotic  zeal  and  enterprise  of  Commodore  Porter,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was 


iialii.ii  u 

f  iiiaiiv  ii.si't'iil  lives,  and  aiiioiiu'  them,  of  sevi 

era!  officers 

111  t 

he  luDiilh  ofAne:ust,  a  very  malig-iiaiit   fevei 

L-  made  its 

threaten 

eil  the  ilestriietimi  iif  eiir  stutiuii  there.      Mai 

IV  [lerislied. 

attack. r 

L      1  licertaiii  as  t.i  his  fate,  and  knowinu'  th 

at  most    of 

ilirapahl 

e  .if  (lisrharuiii--  their  duties,  it  was  thouuht 

eX|jedient 

expen.'ii 

ee,  with  several  skilllul  siirg-eons,  to  aseerta 

111    the  ori--i 

ticalilc, 

t..    avoid    llie    iieeessitv   of   ahandoiiin-    so 

iin|,ortant 

Ijroiiilitii 

U(h'  wliieh  did   liiin  honor,  eheeriuUy  aeeept. 

■d  tliat  tru^ 

364  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  210. 

confided,  has  been  fully  seconded  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.  And,  in  reflecting  with 
high  satisfaction  on  the  honorable  manner  in  which  they  have  sustained  the  reputation  of  their  country 
and  its  na%'y,  the  sentiment  is  alloyed  only  by  a  concern  that,  in  the  fulfillnient  of  that  arduous  service, 
the  diseases   incident  to   the   season   and  to  the  climate  in  which  it  was  discharged,  have  deprived  the 

'  officers  of  great  promise. 

its  appearance  at  Thompson's  Island,  which 
and  the  commanding  officer  was  severely 
the  niedieal  ollieers  had  been  rendered 
to  send  to  that  post  an  officer,  of  rank  and 
n  of  tlie  fever,  and  the  probability  of  its 
to  those  who  were  suffering",  and,  if  prac- 
a  station.  Commodore  Eodgers,  with  a 
1st,  and  has  discharged  it  in  the  manner 
anticiiiated  from  his  skill  and  patrioiisin.  Before  his  arrival.  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  siiuadroii,  had  reino\-.Ml  IVom  the  island,  and  returned  to  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
vailing sickness.  .Much  useful  iiiloiination  has,  however,  been  obtained  as  to  the  state  of  the  island,  and 
great 'relief  aliorded  to  those  wlio  had  been  neeessaiily  left  there. 

Although  our  expedition,  co-operating  with  an  imiuoiated  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  and  with  the  corresponding  aeti\'e  exertions  of  a  British  naval  fin-ce  in  the  same  seas, 
have  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  unlicensed  piracies  from  that  island,  the  success  of  our  exertions  has 
not  been  equally  effectual  to  suppress  the  same  crime,  under  other  jiretenees  and  colors,  in  the  neighbor- 
ing Island  of- Porto  Kico.  They  have  been  committed  there  under  the  atnisive  issue  of  Spanish  commis- 
sions. At  an  early  period  of  the  present  year,  remonstrances  were  made  to  the  governor  of  that  island, 
by  an  agent  who  was  sent  for  the  purpose,  against  those  outrages  on  the  peaceful  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  of  which  many  had  occurred.  That  officer,  professing  his  own  want  of  authority  to  make  satisfac- 
tion for  our  just  complaints,  answered  only  by  a  reference  of  them  to  the  government  of  Spain.  The 
minister  of  the  United  States  to  that  court  was  specially  instructed  to  urge  the  necessity  of  the  immediate 
and  effectual  interposition  of  that  government,  directing  restitution  and  indemnity  for  wrongs  already 
committed,  and  interdicting  the  repetition  of  them.  The  minister,  as  has  been  seen,  was  debarred  access 
to  the  Spanish  government,  and  in  the  meantime  several  new  cases  of  flagrant  outrage  have  occurred,  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  have  suffered,  and  others  been  threatened  with 
assassination,  for  asserting  their  unquestionable  rights,  even  before  the  lawful  tribunals  of  the  country. 
Vide  printed  message,  p.  9,  10. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  December  1,  1823, 
accovijMnying  said  message. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  operations  of  our  naval 
force  have  been  more  active.  Several  vessels  were  in  commission  there  at  the  close  of  the  last  year.  To 
these  were  added,  under  the  authority  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  "  authorizing  an 
additional  force  for  the  suppression  of  |iiiai-y,"  the  steam  galliot  Sea  Gull,  eight  small  schooners,  the 
Grayhound,  Jackal,  Fox,  Wild  Cat,  Beagle,  I'enet,  Weasel,  and  Terrier;  five  barges,  the  Musquito,  Gnat, 
Midge,  Sandfly,  and  Gallinipper;  and  one  transport  ship,  the  Decoy. 

Captain  David  Porter  was  appointed  to  the  einnniani]  of  the  squadron,  and  sailed  from  Norfolk  about 
the  tenth  of  February  last.  His  station  was  at  'riioinp^on's  Island,  from  ^vliii'h  he  dispatched  his  vessels 
in  such  way  as  he  judged  best  suited  to  attain  his  olije'cls.  Tlie  annexed  extracts  from  his  letters  and 
reports  exhibit  the  results. 

The  size  of  most  of  the  vessels,  the  nature  of  the  duties,  and  the  exposure  of  the  officers  and  men, 
called  for  a  display  of  perseverance  and  fortitude  seldom  reipiired  of  those  engaged  in  our  service;  but 
the  call  was  well  answered.  Everything  was  aeeomplislied  which  was  anticipated  from  the  expedition. 
Piracy,  as  a  system,  has  been  repressed  in  the  ncighlioihood  of  the  Island  of  Cnha,  and  now  requires  only 
to  be  watched  by  a  proper  force,  to  be  preventeil  from  alilicting  eommerce  any  further  in  that  quarter. 
The  public  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  manifested  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  squadron,  and 
rendered  much  assistance  in  the  pursuit  of  its  objects. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  as  Lieutenant  Cocke,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Captain  Porter,  was  entering 
the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  Porto  Rico,  in  the  schooner  Fox,  he  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  the  castle.  Extracts 
from  the  correspondence  between  Captain  Porter  and  the  government  of  the  island,  on  this  subject,  are 
annexed. 

The  squadron  was  heallliy  and  prosperous  until  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  a  malignant  fever 
broke  out  at  the  station  and  destri>yeil  many  valuable  lives.  The  fii'st  reports  of  this  calamity  were 
brought  to  the  Department  on  thc'lith  of  September.  At  the  time  they  left  the  island.  Captain  Porter 
and  most  of  the  medical  oflicirs  were  sick,  and  there  was  great  cause  to  tear  that  the  squadron  would  be 
deprived  of  its  commandiiig  ofticer  and  of  the  medical  assistance  necessary  to  its  safety.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  considoicil  expedient  to  send  to  the  station  an  officer  of  rank  and  experience,  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  siir,Lj,coiis  to  furnish,  in  any  event,  the  aid  necessary  for  the  safety  and  proper  conduct 
of  the  squadron,  with  power  to  remove  it  slio'nld  that  be  found  necessary.  Captain  Rodgcrs  cheerfully 
consented  to  encounter  the  ha/.ard  .and  lesponsihility  attendant  on  such  an  expedition.  He  sailed  from 
New  York  as  soon  as  a  vessel  could  be  prepared  for  the  purpose;  but,  before  his  arrival.  Captain  Porter 
had  liecomo  convalescent,  and,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  squadron,  had  returned  to  the  United  States. 
The  reports  of  these  otHcers  will  fully  explain  their  views  of  the  causes  of  the  disease,  and  the  means  by 
which  a  recurrence  of  it  may  be  prevented. 

It  is  believed,  that  the  Florida  station  is  incalculably  important  to  some  of  the  best  interests  of  this 
Union;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  deserted  until  every  expedient  has  failed  to  render  it  a  secure  and 
healthy  position,  for  our  vessels.  I  feel  great  confidence  in  the  opinion  that  it  may  be  made  such,  without 
encountering  great  hazard  of  the  evils  we  have  heretofore  suffered. 
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For  tlie  protection  of  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of  i)iracy,  in  the  Western  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  it  is  proposed,  in  the  ensuing  year,  to  conlinuc  Thompson's  Island  as  Ihr  st.iliim  for  the  vessels 
employed  in  those  objects;  to  place  there  a  ship  of  the  line,  armed  and  manncl  us  u  fii^-.-ile,  for  which 
purpose  the  Independence  is  well  fitted;  and  to  attach  to  the  command  the  John  Adams  and  Hornet,  and  one 
other  sloop-of-war,  with  four  of  the  large  schooners,  the  Grampus,  Porpoise,  Sliark  and  Spark,  one  of  the 
small  schooners,  and  the  barges.  This  force  is  competent  to  protect  all  our  inlcrcsfs.  Th(>  ship  of  the 
line,  placed  in  a  proper  position,  will  afford  comfortable  accommodations  to  Hkjsc  who  are  obliged  to 
remain  at  the  station,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  intercourse  with  the  island  when  danger  is  suspected. 
The  cruises  of  the  other  vessels,  except  those  which  visit  the  coast  of  Africa,  may  be  limited  to  four,  five 
or  six  weeks,  and  on  their  return,  their  crews  may  be  exchanged  for  others,  who,  during  the  time,  have 
been  stationary.  By  these  means,  and  a  proper  attention  to  cleanliness,  both  in  the  men  and  the  vessels, 
and  avoiding  intercourse  with  places  known  to  be  sickly,  the  health  of  all  will  probably  be  preserved'. 
For  tlie  proper  execution  of  such  a  system,  full  reliance  may  be  placed  in  our  officers.  The  island  itself, 
by  clearing,  draining,  and  cultivating,  will,  after  a  time,  probably  become  more  healthful. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  this  distribution  of  force  includes  only  one  of  the  small  schooners.  They 
were  admirabl_y  calculated  for  the  end  for  which  they  were  purchased,  and  have  effected  it.  But  piracy 
being  for  the  present,  repressed,  and  requiring  only  such  a  force  as  will  prevent  its  revival,  they  are  no 
longer  necessary;  and,  being  both  very  expensive,  and  utterly  subversive  of  all  discipline,  it  is  respect- 
fully recommended  that  they  be  sold,  retaining  one  for  the  present  season;  after  which,  it  may  be  sold. 

Vide  printed  documents  accompanying  said  message,  p.  113-15. 


Cojjies  of  corrpKjmidence  of  Commodore  David  Porter,  and  officers  of  the  squadron  under  my  command,  in 
relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy,  accompanying  the  said  report  and  the  President's  said  message; 
and  for  which,  reference  ishere  made  to  the  copies  of  the  said  documents,  printed  by  authority  of  Congress 
—fromimge  136  to  page  194,  inclusive. 

Extract  from  the  President's  message  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the  eighteenth 
Congress,  Dec.  IT,  1824. 

The  force  employed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  neighboring  seas,  for  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  has  likewise  been  preserved  essentially,  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  during  the  last  year.  A 
persevering  effort  has  been  made  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  and  much  protection  has  thereby 
been  afforded  our  commerce;  but  still  the  practice  is  far  from  being  suppressed.  From  every  view  which 
has  been  taken  of  the  subject,  it  is  thought  that  it  will  be  necessary  rather  to  augment,  than  to  diminish 
our  force,  in  that  quarter.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  piracies  now  complained  of,  are  committed 
by  bands  of  robbers,  who  inhabit  the  land,  and  who,  by  preserving  good  intelligence  with  the  towns,  and 
seizing  favorable  opportunities,  rush  forth,  and  fall  on  unprotected  merchant  vessels,  of  which  they  make 
an  easy  prey.  The  pillage  thus  taken,  they  carry  to  their  lurking  places,  and  dispose  of  afterwards,  at 
prices  tending  to  seduce  the  neighboring  population.  This  combination  is  niuU.i'stood  to  be  of  great 
extent,  and  is  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  because  the  crime  of  piracy  is  often  atUMiilcil  witli  the  murder 
of  the  crews;  these  robbers  knowing  if  any  survived,  their  lurking  places  would  bo  exposed,  and  they  be 
caught  and  punished.  That  this  atrocious  practice  should  be  carried  to  such  extent,  is  cause  of  equal 
surprise  and  regret.  It  is  presumed,  that  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  relaxed  and  feeble  state  of  the 
local  governments,  since  it  is  not  doubted,  from  the  high  character  of  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  who  is  well 
known  and  much  respected  here,  that  if  he  had  power  he  would  promptly  suppress  it. 

Vide  printed  message,  p.  12,  13. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  December  1,  1824, 
accompanying  the  last  message. 

The  manner  in  which  the  force  assigned  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  the  suppression  of 
piracy  in  the  West  Indies,  has  been  employed,  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  letters  and  reports  of 
Commodore  Porter,  marked  C.  The  activity,  zeal,  and  enterprise  of  our  officers,  have  continued  to 
command  approbati(m.  All  the  vessels  have  been  kept  uniformly  and  busily  employed,  where  the  danger 
was  believed  to  be  greatest,  except  for  short  periods,  when  the  commander  supposed  it  necessary 
that  they  should  return  to  the  United  States,  to  receive  provisions,  repairs,  and  men,  and  for  other  objects 
essential  to  their  health,  comfort  and  efficiency. 

No  complaints  have  reached  this  Department,  of  injury  from  privateers  of  Porto  Rico,  or  other 
Spanish  possessions;  nor  have  our  cruisers  found  any  violating  our  rights.  A  few  small  piratical  vessels 
and  some  boats  have  been  taken,  and  establishments  broken  up,  and  much  salutary  protection  afforded 
to  our  commerce.  The  force  employed,  however,  has  been  too  small,  constantly  to  watch  every  part  of 
a  coast,  so  extensive  as  that  of  the  islands  and  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  some  piratical  depre- 
dations have  therefore  been  committed;  but  they  are  of  a  character,  though,  perhaps,  not  less  bloody  and 
fatal  to  the  sufferers,  yet  differing  widely  from  those  which  first  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  and 
exertions  of  the  government.  There  are  few,  if  any,  piratical  vessels  of  a  large  size  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cuba,  and  none  are  now  seen  at  a  distance  from  the  land.  But  the  pirates  conceal  themselves,  with  their  boats, 
ni  small  creeks,  bays  and  inlets,  and  finding  vessels  becalmed,  or  in  a  defenceless  situation,  assail  and  destroy 
them.  When  discovered,  they  readily  and  safely  retreat  into  the  country,  where  our  forces  cannot  follow, 
and,  by  the  plunder,  which  they  have  obtained,  and  which  they  sell  at  prices  low  and  tempting  to  the 
population,  and  bj'  the  apprehensions  wliicli  llicy  arc  able  to  create  in  those  who  would  otherwise  give 
intormation,  they  remain  secure,  and  miugk-,  at  |ih'asuro,  in  the  business  of  the  towns,  and  transactions 
of  society,  and  acquire  all  the  information  necessary  to  accomplish  their  purposes.  Against  such  a 
system,  no  naval  force,  within  the  control  of  this  Department,  can  afford  complete  security,  unless  aided 
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by  the  cordial,  unwavering,  and  energetic  co-operation  of  the  local  governments;  a  co-operation  which 
would  render  their  lurking  places  on  land  unsafe,  and  make  punishment  the  certain  consequence  of 
detection.  Unless  this  co-operation  be  obtained,  additional  means  ought  to  be  entrusted  to  the  Executive, 
to  be  used  in  such  manner  as  experience  may  dictate. 

Vide  printed  documents  accompanying  the  last  message,  p.  110. 


The  letters  and  reports  of  Commodore  Porter,  referred  to  in  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  as  marked  C:  that  is  to  say,  such  of  the  same  as  were  made  from  the  officers  of  the  squadron,  to 
Commodore  Porter,  whilst  he  was  at  Washington,  in  the  summer  of  1824,  and  by  him  officially  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  also  his  own  official  reports  to  the  Navy  Department,  during  the 
same  period,  to  wit: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  James  M.  Mclntosb  to  Commodore  David  Porter, 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  "Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  July  12,  1824." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Acting  Lieutenant  Alexander  B.  Pinkham  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  commu- 
nicated to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  "U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  Quarantine  Ground,  N.  Y.,  August 
4,  1824." 

Copy  of  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  N.  L.  Montgomery  to  Commodore  David 
Porter,  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  headed  "U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,"  &c.,  &c. 

Extract  of  a  letteT  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  Mcintosh  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  commu- 
nicated to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  "Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  August  8,  1824." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  "Washington, 
August  9,  1824." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  "Washington, 
August  io,  1824." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  Jas.  M.  Mcintosh  to  Commodore  David  Porter, 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  Navy,  dated  "Allenton,  Thompson's  Island,  August  25,  1824." 

For  the  contents  of  all  which,  reference  is  here  made  to  the  said  documents,  as  printed  by  the  authority 
of  Congress. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  December  28th,  1824,  transmitting,  (in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2Tth  instant,)  information  relating  to  the  visit 
of  the  naval  officer  of  the  United  States,  commanding  in  the  West  Indies,  to  the  town  of  Foxardo,  Porto 
Eico,  in  November  last. 

Vide  message,  printed  by  authority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  28th  December,  1824. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Com.  David  Porter,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  April  9,  1823. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copies,  from  the  Spanish  minister,  Joaquin  de  Anduagua,  exhibit  very  strong  com- 
plaints against  Captain  Stephen  Cassin,  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Peacock,  which  will  render 
his  return  to  the  United  States  necessary,  unless  he  can  meet  the  accusations  by  denial,  or  evidence,  so 
as  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  reply  promptly  to  the  Spanish  minister  upon  the  several  grounds 
of  complaint.  ' 

You  will,  therefore,  communicate  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Cassin,  and  either  order  him  home,  or 
return  to  me,  as  early  as  may  be  practicable,  the  evidence  necessary  to  repel  the  charges. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Com.  DAvm  Porter,  commanding  United  States  Naval  Force,  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Note. — The  copies  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  consist,  1st,  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Anduagua, 
dated  New  York,  March  7,  1823,  making  the  most  vehement  complaints  against  Captain  Cassin,  of  the 
Peacock,  for  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  schooner  Carmen,  alias  Galliga  the  Third,  and  charging  Captain 
Cassin  with  the  most  outrageous  and  unjustifiable  violence  and  misconduct  towards  the  Spanish  schooner 
and  her  crew;  2d,  of  the  declaration,  under  oath,  of  the  Spanish  captain  and  mate,  and  the  protest  of  the 
captain  and  crew,  setting  forth  the  facts  complained  of  by  ^[r.  Anduagua. 

For  the  particulars,  reference  is  here  made  to  the  original  of  the  said  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  and  the  documents  therein  referred  to;  all  of  which  are  hereto  annexed. 


[Translation.] 
Declaration  of  the  captain  and  mate  of  the  Carmen. 

At  New  Orleans,  the  30th  of  January,  1823,  presented  themselves  in  this  consulate  of  Spain,  Don 
Jacinto  Correa  and  Don  Ramon  de  Echevavria,  the  former  captain,  and  the  latter  mate  of  the  Spanish 
schooner  called  Carmen,  alias  Gallega  Tliird,  which,  on  her  voyage  from  the  port  of  Sisal  to  that  of  Havana, 
was  captured  on  the  coast  of  that  island,  off  the  port  of  Cabanos,  by  the  United  States  corvette-of-war 
Peacock,  and  the  schooner  Louisiana,  also  of  war,  of  the  United  States,  and  the  vessel  brought  to  thifl 
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port;  and  the  declarants,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  same  vessel,  were  carried  to  Pensacola,  where 
they  were  presented  as  pirates,  and  treated  in  the  manner  which  thej'  have  expressed  in  the  protest  which 
they  have  exhibited,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed;  and  having  made  oath  to  God  and  the  cross,  in  faith 
of  which  they  promised  to  speak  the  truth,  they  declared  that  besides  the  facts  of  which  they  have  made 
mention  in  their  said  protest,  they  witnessed  the  capture  of  other  Spanish  vessels,  whilst  they  were  pris- 
oners on  hoard  the  said  corvette,  in  the  following  manner:  On  the  night  of  the  29th-30th,  September  last, 
they  saw  the  boats  of  the  said  corvette  go  off  armed,  the  launch  with  a  9  to  12-pounder  carronade,  and 
all  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses,  and  with  marines  and  sailors,  and  by  morning  they  returned  on  board 
without  the  declarants  having  seen  any  prize.  On  the  following  night  the  armed  boats  again  went  away, 
during  which  time  they  heard  no  noise,  but  after  daylight  they  heard  great  guns  on  shore,  or  in  the  river 
Puereos,  and  afterwards  they  saw  brought  from  said  river,  in  the  course  of  that  day,  five  barges,  which 
they  brought  with  a  red  flag  hoisted  under  the  American,  and  they  saw  taken  from  on  board  some  of  those 
vessels  (they  were  two  schooners)  about  a  hundred  bags  of  coffee,  which  they  brought  on  board  the  cor- 
vette, and  another  schooner  marked  with  the  No.  66  in  the  sail  and  side  of  the  bow;  she  was  brought 
alongside,  and  they  took  from  her  wood  and  ropes,  of  which  was  all  her  cargo,  and  after  they  had  despoiled 
her  of  her  sails  and  running  rigging,  with  some  useful  rope  and  an  old  fowling  piece,  they  afterwards 
took  the  mainmast  and  carried  it  on  board  the  corvette.  The  other  schooner  appeared  entirely  loaded 
with  part  of  the  cargo  over  the  covered  hatches  with  ropes,  in  the  form  which  the  coasting  vessels  of  that 
island  commonly  call  hogsheads  of  sugar;  the  other  two  vessels  also  loaded  and  marked  or  numbered, 
but  they  did  not  approach  sufficiently  for  the  declarants  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the  numbers,  or  to  form 
a  judgment  of  the  nature  of  the  cargo  which  they  carried.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  five  vessels,  they 
seemed  to  set  another,  which  was  stranded,  on  fire,  as  they  heard,  on  their  departure  from  the  said  river 
of  Puereos.  They  also  saw  them  take  on  board  the  corvette,  house  furniture,  birds  of  various  kinds,  such 
as  turkeys,  geese,  pigeons,  parrots,  &c.,  and  they  heard  two  sailors,  who  spoke  Spanish,  say  that  they 
had  gone  on  shore,  and  the  people  had  abandoned  their  houses  and  everything;  the  three  vessels  which 
the  declarants  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  near,  had  not  any  armament,  at  least  they  were  certain  they 
had  no  artillery;  and  they  add  that  they  made  no  mention  of  these  captures  in  their  said  protest,  as  being 
taken  and  unjustly  prosecuted  as  pirates;  they  judged  that  they  should  confine  themselves  solely  to  their 
case  and  to  nothing  else.  Thus  they  have  declared  under  the  solemnity  of  the  oath  which  they  have 
made,  protesting  it  to  be  the  truth,  and  that  it  does  not  proceed  from  malice,  and  they  sign  it  in  my 
presence,  on  the  said  day,  mouth,  and  year. 

JACINTO  COREEA. 

RAMON  DE  ECHEVAVRIA. 
Before  me:  Axtosio  Argote  Yilalobez. 
A  true  copy. 


[Translation.] 

Protest  of  the  cajytain,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  Carmen. 

In  the  city  of  Pensacola,  on  the  2'Ith  of  the  month  of  November,  1822,  before  me,  Don  Jose  E.  Caro, 
notary  public  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  county  of  Escambia,  appeared  iu  my  office  Don  Jacinto 
Correa,  captain  of  the  schooner  called  the  Carmen,  alias  Gallega  the  Third,  about  half-past  eleven  of  the 
said  day,  and  requested  that  he  might  note  his  protest,  to  verify  its  formality  in  due  form,  in  its  proper 
time,  and  in  evidence  thereof  he  signed  it  with  me,  the  said  notary,  which  I  attest. 

JACINTO  CORREA. 
Before  me: 

Jose  E.  C.\rro. 
Recorde  i  in  book  A,  folio  2,  date  as  above,  one  dash. 

PROTEST. 

In  the  city  of  Pensacola,  on  the  29th  of  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1822,  before  me,  Don 
Josc  Estevan  Caro,  notary  public  of  this  city  and  Territory  of  Florida,  and  county  of  Escambia,  duly 
authorized  and  received,  appeared  Don  Jacinto  Correa,  captain  and  master  of  the  Spanish  schooner  named 
the  Carmen,  alias  Gallega  the  Third,  whom  I  certify  and  know,  by  his  having  presented  himself  to  me  in 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  the  current  month  and  year,  about  half-past  eleven  of  the  said  day,  and 
requested  to  note  the  protest,  which  he  now  makes  in  due  form,  and  in  virtue  thereof  says:  That  he 
sailed  from  the  port  of  Havana  on  the  4th  of  August  of  the  current  year,  under  the  protection  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  schooner  brig  packet  the  Mexico,  and  verified  his  entry  in  the  port  of  San  Juan  de 
UUoa,  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  same  month  of  August,  with  a  cargo  of  candles  and  cloths,  and  sailed  from 
that  port  for  that  of  Campeachy  on  the  23d  of  the  same,  his  arrival  in  which  he  verified  on  the  let  day 
of  September  of  the  current  year,  and  sailed  for  that  of  Sisal  on  the  10th  of  said  month  of  September, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  12th,  taking,  in  the  said  port,  the  cargo  destined  for  said  vessel  by  means  of 
Messrs.  Quijano,  Guzman  &  Sons;  said  cargo  consisting  of  the  produce  of  that  province,  such  as  sole 
leather,  hung  beef,  dried  venison,  bags  of  quenique,  cotton  wick,  barrels  of  tallow,  casks  of  the  same, 
hides,  tierces  of  garlic,  tierces  of  dry  fish,  and  hats:  and  he  verified  his  sailing  on  the  19th  of  said 
month,  pursuing  his  voyage,  without  anything  new,  until  the  27th,  when,  about  half-past  eleven,  he  saw 
land,  and,  at  twelve,  found  that  it  was  the  Pan  de  Guaigabon;  and  during  the  whole  day  nothing  new 
occurred.  At  sunset  he  sat  the  said  Pan  at  southeast  by  conqjass,  without  any  fresh  occurrence,  and 
went  on  with  steady  winds;  at  daybreak  he  was  in  view  of  the  Cottages,  and  set  them  within  a  short 
distance  at  south-southeaast.  At  said  hour  he  saw  a  sail  upon  the  bow,  and  in  a  short  time  it  came  upon 
his  stern,  wherefore  he  suspected  it  to  be  an  enemy,  trying  to  do  what  it  eventually  effected,  by  spread- 
ing all  possible  sail,  and  in  a  short  time  fired  a  gun  shotted,  and  at  the  same  time  displayed  the  Spani.sh 
war  flag,  discovering  that  the  chase  was  a  corvette,  which  had  fired,  and  was  pursuing  in  chase,  continu- 
ing the  firing.  At  this  time  he  saw  another  sail  ahead,  and  a  little  afterwards  it  fired  a  gun,  and 
displayed  the  American  flag;  and  he  discovered,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  a  schooner,  and  with  a 
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light  wind  from  south-southeast  approached  him  with  sails  and  oars,  and  fired  at  him  another  gun,  by 
which  means,  being  between  two  tires,  he  found  himself  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  lying  to. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  boat  from  the  corvette  came  on  board  of  him,  with  a  suitable  crew,  armed  with 
cutlasses,  and  some  three  or  four  officers,  to  win  mi,  (Icinniiding  the  vessel's  papers,  he  immediately 
exhibited  them — namely,  the  royal  patent,  the  rull  (r<'inii|):i!;e,  the  ship's  journal,  the  entry  of  the  cargo, 
which  he  had  on  board,  sealed,  as  usual,  and  which  tliev  then  took  away  and  kept  in  their  possession, 
along  with  the  other  papers  which  he  had  exhibited,  and  at  the  same  instant  they  ordered  the  hatches 
to  be  opened,  which  was  very  particularly  opposed,  and  upon  this,  the  second  commander  of  the  said 
corvette  Peacock,  (which  he  soon  understood  was  her  name,)  threatened  him  by  telling  him  that  he 
would  divide  his  head  from  his  bodj'  if  he  opposed  what  he  had  ordered,  and  Avliat  else  the)'  should 
determine;  in  this  case  he  proposed  to  protest  at  the  same  time,  but  he  was  not  permitted,  nor  was  his 
entreaty  attended  to;  not  even  to  inform  him  of  the  name  of  the  corvette,  or  of  her  commander. 

They  then  caused  him  to  embark  in  the  boat  with  the  steward  and  the  cook,  leaving  the  hatches 
open,  as  decided  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  although  the  pilot  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  remained 
on  board;  proceeding  to  the  examinations  which  they  judged  necessary  in  the  manner  which  best  suited 
them. 

He  considered  by  the  return  of  the  boat,  which  had  brought  him  to  the  schooner  already  men- 
tioned, that  it  was  no  hunger  under  his  authority;  they  carried  to  the  corvette  the  pilot  and  the  rest  of  the 
crew,  and  part  of  the  provisions,  having  previously  caused  the  pilot  to  deliver  to  one  of  the  officers  who 
had  come  from  the  corvette  I'cacink  the  public  corres|ioii(liiirc  ..f  the  province  of  Yucatan,  from  whence 
he  proceeded,  the  nautical  instniiiicnts,  and  other  lctt<'is  and  papers  of  the  greatest  value — not  here 
making  mention  of  the  clothes  and  money,  which,  fnnii  lnr,L;-ctliUiicss  and  the  pr(>cipitati<in  of  embarking, 
and  being  conducted  on  board  the  corvette  Pcacocjv,  lie   left    I'lr-otten  en    beard    the  said  vessel,  making 

in  the  whole  about  $373,  of  which  sum  no  acceunt  lias   lieen  made  by  tl llieer  of  the  tnieps  of  that 

vessel,  except  of  thirtj'-nine  dollars,  and  which  he  will  declare  at  a  more  lit  opportunity,   under  due 
oath. 

Being  a  prisoner,  with  all  the  rest  of  his  crew  in  the  corvette  Peacock,  he  begged  the  commander  of 
the  said  corvette,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  crew,  to  carry  them  to  Havana,  which  was  not  permitted, 
nor  his  solicitude  attended  to;  he  himself,  as  well  as  the  crew,  experiencing  from  that  time  rigors  not 
seen  in  the  law  of  nations,  having  manacles  put  upon  him,  as  also  upon  his  crew,  being  treated  and 
looked  upon  as  guilty  of  the  greatest  crime  in  the  world,  during  the  five  days  that  they  remained  in  that 
vessel.  After  the  five  days  mentioned,  he  was  cendncted  with  the  crew  to  the  schooner  Louisiana,  and 
the  commander  was  impressed  in  his  mind  with  the  idea  that  three  individuals  of  the  crew  were  English, 
and  that  by  compulsion  they  might  be  made  to  siieak  the  Knglish  language,  whilst  they  did  not  understand 
one  word  of  such  language,  and  under  this  suspicion,  he  threatened  them  with  the  yard  arm,  from 
whence  he  made  signs  that  he  would  hang  them  if  they  did  not  comply  with  his  proposition.  Ou 
that  day  there  was  a  new  pillage  with  regard  to  him  and  the  crew,  when  each  one  opened  his  trunk  on 
board  the  corvette  Peacock,  yet  tliey  appro])riated  nothing  to  themselves;  but  from  the  schooner  Louisi- 
ana the  said  trunks  came  into  their  power  in  Pensacola,  in  the  camp  where  the  Uuiteil  Slates  1  roups  reside; 
and  they  were  carried  prisoners  under  the  guard  of  said  vessel  Louisiana,  on  the  Kith  of  October  of  the 
current  year;  and  his  trunk,  as  well  as  those  of  the  rest,  were  brought  to  said  encampment  w  here  they 
were  prisoners,  and  were  delivered  to  them  empty;  observing  that  the  cabin  boy,  named  ,bisi'  Sihastre, 
of  an  Indian  nation,  taken  on  board  at  Sisal,  remained  on  board  the  corvette  Peacock;  and  8:^7  which 
were  delivered  to  the  second  in  command,  and  thirty-nine  which  the  officer  of  the  troops  ih-clareil  he  had  ini't 
with  on  board  of  his  vessel;  and  in  the  schooner  Louisiana,  forty-se\cn  dolhus  and  se\cn  reals,  of  which 
sums,  as  yet,  he  had  taken  no  notice;  declaring,  in  the  same  manner,  that  when  the  coi\ette  Peacock 
fired  the  three  cannons,  she  raised  the  Spanish  flag  of  war,  and  they  were  taken  under  the  same;  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  a  prisoner  she  hoisted  the  war  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  while  a  prisoner  in  said 
encampment  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  his  vessel,  whither  they  were  conducted  in  the  custody  of  said 
vessel,  the  Louisiana,  and  a  beginning  was  made  to  their  jnstilication  a!j,-ainst  the  crime  of  piracy  charged 
against  them.  The  said  captain  and  the  pilot,  Don  I  i  an  ion  Eclie\avria,  and  the  passeiiu'ei-,  Hon  .liian  Ferrc- 
ria,  were  set  at  liberty  on  bail,  on  the  27tli  day  of  the  cuncnl  month  and  year,  siill  lea\  ini;-  tlH>  rest  of 
the  crew  captives  in  said  encampment,  adding  that  the  Spanish  inhabitants  of  this  city,  condoling  with 
the  said  situation  in  which  they  were,  had  covered  their  nakedness;  and  forasmuch  as  at  no  time  could 
there  be  attributed  to  him  any  blame  in  a  similar  occurrence,  nor  was  he  chargealile  with  it  in  any  way 
or  manner;  he  proti'sts  once,  twice,  and  thrice,  and  as  often  as  the  law  permits  him,  against  said  vessels 
Louisiana  and  Peacock,  for  all  the  dania-cs,  losses^  and  deteriorations  which,  by  the  capture,  mayor 
nught  originate  to  the  said  C.iiinen,  alias  Calh'^-a  the  Third;  and  for  proof,  presents  as  witnesses,  the 
pilot,  Don  Kanuui  Echeyavria;  the  l.oatsw.iin,  Manuel  Agaio,  and  the  sailors,  Vi<'eiite  Alias,  Manuel  Lopez, 
Jose  (_!hanzino,  and  the  passenger,  Don  I'ei  reria,  whose  oath  I  took  in  the  same  act ;  and  having  read  to 
them  the  present  protest,  which  the  said  captain  was  resolved  to  verify,  they  declared  unanimously  and 
together,  that  as  far  as  the  said  captain  liail  exidained  was  true;  the  captain,  boatswain,  pilot  and  crew 
signing  it:  in  faith  of  which,  I,  the  said  notary,  sign  anil  seal,  with  the  seal  of  my  office,  in  Pensacola,  the 
proper  day,  month  and  year,  which  I  attest. 

JACINTO  CORPEA. 
RAMAX  DE   ECIIEVAVRIA. 

MAxrEi,  a(;a('I(). 

JUAN  .M.VPTIN  FERKERIA. 
VINUENTE  ARIAS. 
MANUEL  LOPEZ. 
JOSE  CHANNE. 


Before  me: 


JOSE  E.  CARD,  Notary  PMw.     [sk.4i,.] 


By  George  Walton,  Governor  of  the  'lerritory  of  Florida,  and  county  of  Eacamhla: 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Joseph  E.  Caro,  Esquire,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  within  instriimcnt 
of  protest,  was,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  and  is  now,  the  regularly  aiijiointeil  notary  public  for 
the  Territory  and  county  aforesaid,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  are  to  be  given  to  all  his  acts  and  doings 
in  that  capacity. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal,  (there  being  no  seal  of  office,)  at  Pensacola,  in  the  Territory 
aforesaid,  this  29th  day  of  November,  1822,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-sixth. 
(Signed)  GEORGE  WALTON, 

Secretary  and  Acting  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Recorded  in  book  A,  folios  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  of  the  book  intended  for  that  purpose. 

JOSE  E.  CARO,  Notary  Public. 
Pensacola,  date  as  above. 

A  true  copy  of  the  protest  which  they  have  presented  to  me,  and  I  return  to  the  interested. 

(Signed)  ANTONIO  ARGOTE  VILLALOBOS. 

New  Orleans,  February  3,  1823. 
A  true  copy. 


[Translation.] 

Don  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

New  York,  llarch  7,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  enclosed,  copies  of  the  protest  made  in  Pensacola,  by  Don  Jacinto 
Correa,  captain  of  the  Spanish  schooner  called  the  Carmen,  alias  Galliga  the  Third,  and  of  a  judicial  decla- 
ration made  by  the  same,  before  the  consul  of  Spain  in  New  Orleans. 

In  both  documents  are  set  forth  the  capture  of  the  said  schooner,  by  the  United  States  ship-of-war 
Peacock,  and  the  oppression  and  robbery  committed  by  her  crew;  all  which  has  been  confirmed  to  me  by 
the  Captain  General  of  the  Havana,  and  by  the  consul  of  Spain  at  New  Orleans.  As  the  circumstances 
of  these  crimes  are  expressed  in  the  enclosed  documents,  I  avoid  repeating  them  in  this  note,  and  shall 
rest  content  with  calling  your  attention  to  three  of  the  principal,  which  are:  the  Peacock  having  made 
the  capture  with  the  Spanish  flag;  the  violation  of  the  public  correspondence  between  two  provinces  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty;  and  the  malicious  contrivance  of  Captain  Cassin,  in  sending  the  crew  of  the  Car- 
men to  Pensacola,  and  the  vessel  to  New  Orleans,  that  there  might  be  no  one  to  defend  her  there.  Such 
violations  of  all  public  law,  and  such  refined  perfidy,  are  so  evident  and  odious,  that  I  think  it  unneces- 
sary to  insist  upon  them,  since  it  would  be  doing  an  injury  to  the  sense  and  justice  of  this  government. 
Notwithstanding  the  insidious  precaution  of  Captain  Cassin,  scarcely  had  the  courts  of  Pensacola  and 
New  Orleans  examined  the  case,  when  the  former  declared  the  crew  innocent  and  set  them  at  liberty, 
and  the  other  ordered  the  restitution  of  the  vessel,  which  saves  me  the  trouble  of  proving  the  illegality 
of  the  capture:  and  it  only  remains  with  me  to  request,  that  the  President  would  be  pleased  to  order  satis- 
faction to  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Carmen,  for  the  losses  and  damages  which  they  have  sustained, 
and  that  the  money  and  effects  of  which  they  have  been  plundered,  be  restored  to  the  crew.  This  is  what 
it  concerns  me  to  ask  in  favor  of  said  individuals;  but  the  just  satisfaction  of  my  government,  the  assur- 
ance in  future  of  due  respect  to  the  Spanish  flag,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  Spanish  citizens,  impose 
upon  me  the  obligation  of  speaking  to  you  with  that  frankness  which  ought  to  subsist  between  two  fi-iendly 
powers,  and  whose  interest  it  is  to  maintain  the  greatest  harmony. 

The  injuries  done  by  this  country  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  to  his  subjects  are  not  confined  to 
expeditions  of  individuals  for  the  conquest  of  his  provinces,  to  hostilities  under  the  insurgent  flag,  to 
building  armed  ships  for  the  enemies  of  Spain,  to  furnish  these  men  with  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  but  they 
have  gone  to  attack  publicly  the  vessels  of  Spain  by  ships-of-war  of  the  United  States,  and  to  trample 
upon  Spanish  citizens  by  American  officers;  the  excess  being  carried  to  such  a  pitch  that  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  territory  is  violated,  and  if  a  speedy  check  be  not  put  to  it  the  Spanish  commerce  must  be  in 
dread  of  the  ships-of-war  of  a  nation  which  is  said  to  be  friendly,  as  it  would  be  of  another  with  which 
it  was  in  a  complete  state  of  rupture. 

The  violations  of  neutrality  and  of  friendship  between  two  nations,  committed  by  individuals, 
always  give  room  to  the  oflended  power  to  believe  that  they  have  taken  place  without  the  knowledge, 
and  against  the  will,  of  the  government  of  the  aggressors,  and  that  it  will  grant  a  competent  satisfac- 
tion; but  when  this  is  not  only  refused,  and  not  even  private  citizens  but  the  ships  and  officers  of  that 
government  give  the  insult,  and  commit  hostilities  with  its  approbation,  since  it  neither  punishes  them 
nor  prevents  them  from  continuing  their  aggressions,  the  illusion  must  cease.  And,  alarmed  for  the 
intentions  of  said  government,  the  imperious  obligation  which  it  is  under  of  protecting  its  subjects,  lays 
it  under  the  necessity  of  demanding  a  frank  explanation  of  them,  and  indispensable  provisions  for  the 
putting  a  stop  to  the  scandal  of  acts  which,  continued,  could  only  be  followed  by  consequences  which 
his  Catholic  Majesty  has  a  lively  desire  of  avoiding;  it  being  his  most  sincere  wish  to  preserve  inviolate 
the  friendship  which  he  professes  towards  this  republic. 

Vain  have  been  my  repeated  remonstrances  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  insults  offered  to  my  govern- 
ment and  fellow  citizens  by  the  American  officers;  and  if  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  the  Spaniards 
have  found  justice,  the  government  has  not  only  refused  my  petitions,  but  has  not  even  given  an  answer 
to  the  greater  part  of  my  notes.  The  very  sentences  of  the  courts  prove  the  justice  of  my  complaints 
against  the  said  officers.  And  when  it  is  seen  that  this  government,  in  spite  of  these  complaints,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  most  eminent  and  just  judges  of  this  republic,  refuses  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  satis- 
faction which  is  his  due,  does  not  answer  the  representations  of  his  minister,  and  continues  its  protection 
and  favor  to  the  officers  accused,  the  suspicion  is  allowed  that  its  friendly  sentiments  towards  Spain  have 
undergone  an  alteration.  This  doubt  will  be  extremely  painful  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  wherefore  I 
spend  more  time  in  requesting  you  to  be  pleased  to  clear  it  up;  and  this  can  be  done  in  no  other  way 
than  by  giving  to  his  Majesty  the  satisfaction  which  he  has  demanded  for  so  great  injuries,  with  the 
punishment  of  the  officers  who  have  committed  them,  especially  of  Captain  Cassin,  and  giving  the  most 
peremptory  orders  that  they  be  not  repeated. 

The  multiplied  proofs  of  friendship  which  his  Majesty  has  given  to  this  republic,  the  sacrifices 
which  he  has  made  in  its  favor,  and  the  utility  which  results  to  both  nations  in  the  continuance  of  a  good 
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understanding  between  both,  are  to  me  a  sure  guarantee  that  the  President,  deigning  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  important  contents  of  this  note,  will  be  pleased  to  order  such  an  answer  to  it  as  will  at 
once  dissipate  the  disagreeable  impressions  which  the  acts  of  the  American  officers  have  made,  and 
assure  his  Catholic  Majesty  that  his  desires  for  the  continuance  of  the  strictest  friendship  with  this 
republic  will  be  fulfilled. 

I  repeat  my  devotion  to  you,  sir,  and  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 
(Signed)  JOAQUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

Departmext  of  State,  August  1,  1825. 
I  have  compared  the  above  copy  with  my  original  translation,  and  find  it  correct.     I  also  know  of 
no  answer  having  been  given  to  it. 

GEORGE  C.  IRONSIDE,  Clerk,  and  Translator  of  Foreign  Languages. 


Navy  Department,  April  9,  1823. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copies  from  the  Spanish  minister,  Joaquin  de  Anduaga,  exhibit  very  strong  com- 
plaints against  Capt.  Stephen  Cassin,  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Peacock,  which  will  render  his  return 
to  the  United  States  necessary,  unless  he  can  meet  the  accusations  by  denial  or  evidence,  so  as  to  enable 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  replj',  promptly,  to  the  Spanish  minister  upon  the  several  grounds  of  complaint. 
You  will  therefore  communicate  the  enclosed  to  Captain  Cassin,  and  either  order  him  home,  or  return 
to  me,  as  early  as  may  be  practicable,  the  evidence  necessary  to  repel  the  charges. 
I  am   very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


A. 

To  James  Barron,  Esq.,  ca2}fain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States: 

Certain  charges  of  misconduct  having  been  alleged  against  David  Porter,  Esq.,  a  captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  a  general  court-martial,  to  consist  of  Capt.  James  Barron,  Pi'esi- 
de?it.  Captains  Thomas  Tingey,  James  Biddle,  Charles  G.  Ridgely,  Robert  T.  Spence,  John  Downes,  John 
D.  Henley,  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  James  Renshaw,  Thomas  Brown,  Cha's  C.  B.  Thompson,  Alex'r  S.  Wads- 
worth,  and  George  W.  Rodgers,  members,  or  any  five,  or  more  of  them,  is  hereby  authorized  and  ordered 
to  assemble  at  the  United  States  Navy  yard,  in  Washington,  on  Thursday,  the  seventh  day  of  July  next, 
for  the  trial  of  the  said  Captain  David  Porter,  and  others,  for  the  offences  with  which  they  do  severally 
stand  charged;  which  charges,  together  with  the  testimony  m  their  support,  will  be  laid  before  the  court 
by  the  judge  advocate. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  is  hereby  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the  court  hereby  ordered  to  assemble; 
and  if  he  should  decline  acting,  the  said  court  will  appoint  such  other  suitable  gentleman,  learned  in  the 
law,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  judge  advocate  to  the  said  court,  as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  may,  in 
their  wisdom,  deem  fit  and  proper. 

In  faith  of  which  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  afiSxed  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment of  the  United   States,   this  twenty-third  day  of  June,   in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
[  L.    s.  ]  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 


forty-ninth. 


SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


B. 

Mr.  President:  Thus  called  upon  to  declare  my  exceptions,  if  any  I  have,  to  any  of  those  members 
of  the  general  court-martial  here  assembled,  who  are  to  exercise  a  judicative  function  in  my  case,  and  to 
have  a  voice  in  pronouncing  my  guilt  or  innocence,  I  do,  without  hesitation,  renounce  every  such  excep- 
tion. Even  if  it  were  so,  that  any  member  of  this  court  should,  unknown  to  me,  be  aifected  by  any 
prejudice  or  bias  unfavorable  to  an  impartial  judgment  on  my  case,  I  rely  too  implicitly  on  the  known 
character  of  my  brethren  in  arms  to  think  of  scrutinizing  the  motives  of  any.  Their  own  breasts  are 
sufficiently  informed,  by  justice  and  honor,  of  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  such  case. 

But,  sir,  I  do  find  myself  very  reluctantly  impelled,  not  more  by  a  sense  of  the  justice  due  to 
myself  than  by  a  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  service,  and  for  the  wholesome  safeguards  of  military  juris- 
prudence, to  interpose,  at  this  precise  stage  of  the  business,  some  fundamental  objections  to  so  much  of 
the  essential  material  of  the  court  as  consists  in  the  functions  of  the  judge  advocate.  The  grounds  of 
my  exceptions  to  the  gentleman  named  as  judge  advocate  in  the  order  for  convening  this  court,  detract 
nothing  from  the  great  learning  and  abilities  for  which  he  is  so  well  known,  nor  from  the  general  integ- 
rity and  fairness  of  his  character.  That  a  juror,  summoned  on  a  criminal  trial,  before  a  court  of  ordinary 
judicature,  or  a  member  of  a  court-martial,  may  be  challenged,  either  peremptorily  or  for  cause,  without 
the  least  disparagement  of  his  personal  or  professional  character,  is  too  well  established  to  require  a 
contrary  inference  to  be  disclaimed  on  any  occasion. 

My  exceptions  go,  first,  to  his  legal  competency  and  authority  to  assume  and  exercise  the  functions 
assigned  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and,  secondly,  if  he  should  be  found  duly  appointed,  to  the 
temper  and  bias  of  his  mind  in  relation  to  this  particular  case. 

1.  Then,  I  ask,  does  he  claim  to  be  judge  advocate  ex-officio,  or  merely  to  officiate  as  such,  under  a 
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temporary  deleg-ation  of  autlionty,  for  this  particular  occasion?  If  the  first,  let  his  commission  be  pro- 
duced, and  the  question  on  this  point  is  at  once  settled.  A  judge  advocate  is  an  officer  of  such  import- 
ance m  every  military  establishment,  whetiier  of  the  land  or  naval  service,  the  due  administration  of  his 
office  so  vitally  affects  the  most  inestimable  rights  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  service  as 
makes  it  altogether  inconceivable  how  his  appointment  should  emanate  from  any  less  authority  or  be 
manifested  by  any  less  solemn  act  than  that  of  any  other  officer,  civil  or  military,  under  the  government 
This  brings  us  directly  to  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  executed  in  the  solemn 
form  of  a  regular  commission.  Under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  any  authority  less  than  that  of  the  supreme  Executive  can 
make  such  an  appointment.  If,  however,  it  be  no  judge  advocate,  ex-officio,  who  presents  him.self  but 
merely  one  with  a  temporary  delegation  of  authority  to  act  as  such  on  this  special  occasion  then  I  ask 
who  IS  competent  to  such  delegation  of  authority,  and  from  whom  does  it  actually  proceed  in  this 
instance?  ^ 

No  express  provision  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  naval,  as  there  has  been  in  the  military 
establishment  t.,r  the  .appointment,  either  of  regular  judge  advocate,  or  of  persons  specially  deputed  to 
act  as  such.  Yet  the  existence  of  the  office,  and  the  practical  exercise  of  its  functions  in  both  descrip- 
tions ol  persons,  are  recognized  in  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy  which 
speak  of  the  judge  advocate"  as  distinguished  from  the  "person  officiating  as  such;"  thus  impliedly 
admitting  an  authority  somewhere,  to  appoint  to  the  office,  or  to  delegate  its  functions  in  either  mode 

1  do  not,  therelore,  question  the  propriety  of  assigning  the  functions  of  judge  advocate  as  well  in 
naval  as  in  military  courts-martial,  to  any  person,  either  regularly  appointed  to  the  office  or  specially 
deputed  to  officiate  as  such  in  a  particular  trial.  Then  the  only  question  is,  how,  and  by'whom  may  a 
person  be  so  deputed  to  act  in  the  place  of  an  official  judge  advocate  to  a  naval  court-martiaF  The  laws 
of  the  United  States  being  silent  on  the  question,  it  follows  that,  wherever  the  power  may  reside  it  is  in 
Its  nature  strictly  incidental;  and,  as  such,  can  be  claimed  only  by  that  officer,  or  that  tribunal  to  whose 
fundamental  constitution  and  inherent  powers  it  bears  the  nearest  affinity  and  the  strono-est  analoa-y 
Lpon  these  principles  I  mamtain  that  it  is  altogether  foreign  to  the  general  constitution  and  powers  of 
the  Navy  Department,  and  bears  no  affinity  or  analogy  to  the  ordinary  functions  assigned  to  the  head  of 
that  Department;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  perfectly  consistent  and  in  strict  anafogy  with  the  pecu- 
liar constitution  and  powers  of  the  court-martial  itself;  and  devolves,  among  other  incidental  and  resulting 
powers,  upon  tbat  tribunal  as  the  appropriate  depository  of  every  authority  necessary  to  the  orderlv 
progress  and  the  due  authentication  of  its  proceedings.  ^  oiaeuy 

Such  is  the  invariable  practice  of  naval  courts-martial  in  England;  aud  it  is  sustained  by  the  most 
authoritative  precedents  in  our  own  service.  I  refer  to  one  precedent  now  in  my  mind,  namely  the  c^urt 
of  inquiry  on  Captain  Hull,  and,  doubt  not,  many  others  extant.  The  appointment  of  its  own  clerk71n 
office  distinctly  appertaining  to  the  functions  of  judge  advocate)  may  indeed  be  assumed  as  an  univeia 
incident  to  the  cons  itution  of  every  deliberative  body  and  judicial  tribunal,  unless  vested  by  express 
enactment  in  some  other  department.  If,  then,  the  deputation  of  a  person  to  officiate  as  iudo-e  advocate 
m  this  case  proceed  from  the  sole  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  (as  I  understaid  Is  the  fS 
I  except  to  Its  competency,  and  maintain  that  it  should  be  supplied  by  an  appointment  from  this  court  ^' 
.  1  ^  ^  >f  the  learned  gentleman  named  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  be  found  on  exam  nation 
to  be^duly  authorized,  in  any  way,  to  officiate  as  judge  advocate,  I  except  to  him  as  being  actuate  by  a 
mamfes  bias  of  prejudice  and  interest  to  labor  for  my  conviction,  and  to  exert  the  utterinost  of  S  in'ge- 
nuity,  skill  and  learning,  to  fix  upon  me  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  charges  exhibited  ao-ainst  me 
Before  I  state  more  particularly  the  facts  upon  which  this  exception  proceeds,  I  beg  leave  to  advert  vey 
cursoriy  to  the  qualifications  and  functions  of  a  judge  advocate,  as  defined  by  the^concurrTng  authortty 
of  all  the  most  approved  writers  on  military  jurisprudence.*  According  to  these  authorities  he  s  the 
pnmum  mobile  as  it  has  been  termed,  of  the  court;  upon  him  the  court  depends  for  an  in^rtial  and 
candid  exposition  of  the  law,  and  should  expect  to  lean  upon  his  advice  with  entire  confidence^  Not  on"y 
IS  the  absence  of  every  sort  and  degree  of  prejudice  or  bias  against  the  prisoner  indispensably  requbed 
of  h.m  hnt  absolute  impartmlity  is  the  least /a.omWe  state  of  mind  requisite  to  fulfill  the  humane  behests 
0  the  law  by  which  his  relative  duties  towards  the  prisoner  are  defined;  for  it  is  expected  th^t  he  wi^ 
rather  incline  to  the  side  of  the  prisoner,  and,  upon  all  doubtful  questions,  decide  in  hiffavor-  that  asThe 
ecoider  o  the  evidence  and  of  the  court's  proceeding,  he  be  studious  to  collect  and  record  eVerycircum- 
W  nffi*  'r^''''?\"'  ^'"Tf  the  prisoner;  nay,  in  many  instances,  that  he  act  as  his  counsel  Th7s 
last  office  I  happen  to  be  so  fortunately  situated  as  to  be  able  to  dispense  with.  But  cases  may  possibly 
arise  when  it  might  be  indispensable  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity;  and  I  am  now  contending 
upon  this,  as  upon  every  other  question  involved  in  my  approaching  trial  for  principles  wS  apart 
from  their  practical  operation  upon  my  particular  interests,  are  important  to  the  dearest  interests'of'^the 
:;Tc'uX  Kroi.  honfiiSar^^  ''  -''-''  °^  -''-''  ""  '^^-  -  -  '^  *^«  sSinVo'jd 

W^ot'be'diff^reiit.  """'""  °'  ''"  ^°"-'-  ''''  ''"'''"'  ^"^  "^^^^^^^^  °^  ''^  '"^^^^  --  thrZ'erth: 
not  htf.n^  the  cause  of  challenge  I  might  well  maintain,  upon  the  most  respectable  authority,  that  I  am 
not  bound  to  assign  any;  but  that  I  am  entitled  to  a  peremptory  challenge.t  I  shall  proceed  howe\'^^ 
the  1""^  ''fT,  "rr^^  ^"^  T^-^'^'y-  ^'th  this  preliminary'  illustration  of  the  prfnclTes'  W  which 
^'Zll7Z  i'^'^^l/'^^f  ^/"  the  favor"  is  usually  determined,  namely,  that  circuinstances  which  raise 
alZt  '  ''^  ^"^  ^^°-'^  f,  ^7  '^"'''"t.  P'"°°f  °t-  bia^or  partiality,  are  deemed  sufficient  cause  either 
t£  W      ^  °  a  criminal  trial,  or  against  a  member  of  a  court-martial,  a  strict  analoo-y  between  the 

two  being  preserved  in  military  jurisprudence.!  '*U'<-io„y  o.tween  tHe 

that^tT.*^"  ^"""^tions  and  relative  duties  of  a  judge  advocate  are  considered,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  any  lower  standard  can  be  applied  to  the  qualification  of  dispassionate,  disinterested  and  impartS 


MacomV*wt  w/ltg^m-K"'*""^'  "''  ^"'  ^"'  "^^^  ^"^  '^  '^"''se  Bathursfs  opinion;  Adye  (Tth  ed.,  London),  113,  115,  118; 
t  Adve.  I5n.q 


Adye,  120-3. 
tid.,  17S. 
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judgment  in  him;  if,  indeed,  the  absolute  freedom  of  his  mind  from  every  interfering  bias  and  passion  be 
not  subject  to  a  still  severer  test. 

The  facts  upon  which  my  present  exceptions  are  grounded  furnish  superabundant  matter  for  the  appli- 
cation of  these  wholesome  and  necessary  rules.  I  have  direct  and  certain  information  that  the  gentleman 
now  claiming  to  officiate  as  judge  advocate,  has  written  and  published  at  least  one  anonymous  piece, 
distinctly  asserting  the  truth  of  one  of  the  specifications  now  exhibited  against  me,  and  so  has  pledged 
his  credit,  in  a"  way  utterly  incompatible  with  requisite  impartiality,  to  fix  a  charge  upon  me  which,  from 
its  nature,  may  result  in  a  question  of  veracity  between  himself  and  me.  I  am  further  informed,  though 
not  upon  such  direct  and  certain  authority  as  in  the  other  instance,  but  from  sources  pregnant  of  proba- 
bility and  truth,  that  he  has  employed  himself  in  writing,  and  has  quite  or  nearly  ready  prepared  for  the 
press,  a  pamphlet  professing  to  be  a  full  answer  to  my  published  defence  against  the  principal  charge 
now  to  be  tried,  and  laboring  to  establish,  by  facts  and  reasonings,  the  conclusion  of  my  guilt. 

Of  these  facts  I  doubt  not  of  being  able  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  if  the  voluntary 
and  candid  avowal  of  the  gentleman  himself  should  not  dispense  with  it. 

Then  I  would  ask,  what  is  left  for  him,  on  this  occasion,  but  to  redeem  his  public  pledge,  and  to 
vindicate  his  own  preconceived,  divulged  and  fixed  opinion  of  my  guilt?  And  how  is  this  to  be  reconciled 
with  any  of  the  legitimate  functions  of  a  judge  advocate? 

Thursday,  July  1,  1825. 


Charges  and  sjjecifications  exhibited  against  David  Porter,   Esq.,  a  ca2'jtain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Slates. 

CHARGE    FIRST. 

Disobedience  of  orders,  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer. 

Specification.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  being  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  U.  States, 
in  the  West  India  seas.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  &c.,  did,  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  with  a  part  of  said  naval  forces,  land  on  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  then  and  still  in  amity 
and  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  in  a  forcible  and  hostile  manner,  and  in  military  array,  and  did,  then 
and  there,  commit  divers  acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  and  property  of  the  said  King  of  Spain, 
in  contravention  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of 
the  instructions  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  him,  the  said  David  Porter. 

CHARGE    SECOND. 

Insubordinate  conduct,  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer. 

Specification  first.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  did  write  and  transmit  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  letter  of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character,  to  wit,  on  the  seventeenth  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five;  and  did  also  write,  and 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  sundry  times  hereinafter  particularly  mentioned,  various  letters 
of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character,  viz:  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March,  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  and  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  all  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  thereby  violating  the  respect  due  from  every  officer  in  the  navy 
to  the  head  of  the  Department,  impairing  the  discipline  of  the  service,  and  setting  a  most  dangerous  and 
pernicious  example. 

Specification  second.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  after  a  court  of  inquiry  had  been  convened 
and  directed  to  investigate  and  make  report  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  matters  embraced  in  the  speci- 
fication of  the  first  charge,  and  after  such  court  had  terminated  its  inquiries,  and  had  transmitted  its 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  before  the  Executive  had  published  or  authorized  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  said  court,  did  publish,  or  cause  to  be  published,  a  pamphlet  purporting  to  contain 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  of  inquiry. 

Specification  third.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  in  the  publication  made,  as  mentioned  in 
the  last  preceding  specification,  did  give  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  of 
inquiry. 

Specification  fourth.  For  that  he,  tlie  said  David  Porter,  did,  in  the  publication  referred  to  in  the 
said  two  last  preceding  specifications,  insert  various  remarks,  statements  and  insinuations,  not  warranted 
by  the  facts,  highly  disrespectful  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  said  court  of  inquiry. 

Specification  fifth.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  did,  in  the  same  publication  referred  to  in 
the  said  last  preceding  specification,  without  any  authority  or  permission  for  that  purpose,  make  public 
official  communications  to  the  government,  and  official  correspondence  with  the  government;  and  has,  on 
other  occasions,  between  the  first  of  October,  in  the  j'ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  without  authority  or  permission  therefor,  made  public  orders  and  instructions  from  the  government, 
and  official  correspondence  with  the  government. 


D. 

Navy  Departmekt,  July  8,   1825. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  stating  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  court,  now  convened  at  the 
United  States  Navy  yard,  Washington,  to  remove  to  the  Marine  barracks,  has  been  received.     I  accede, 
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with  pleasure,  to  the  wish  expressed  by  the  court,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  have  the  future 
sessions  of  the  court  held  at  the  Marine  barracks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Capt.  James  Barron,  President  General  Court- Martial.    Present. 


[Original  charges  enclosed  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  letter,  dated  June  22,  1825.] 

Charges  and  specifications  exhibited  against  David  Porter,  Esq.,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

CHARGE      FIRST. 

Disobedience  of  orders,  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  oiScer. 

S2Xcification.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  being-  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  West  India  seas.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  &c.,  did,  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  with  a  part  of  said  naval  forces,  land 
on  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  then  and  still 
in  amity  and  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  in  a  forcible  and  hostile  manner,  and  in  military  array, 
and  did,  then  and  there,  commit  divers  acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  and  property  of  the  said 
King-  of  Spain,  in  contravention  of  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  and  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  in  violation  of  the  instructions  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  him,  the  said  David 
Porter. 

CHARGE    SECOND. 

Insubordinate  conduct,  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer. 

Specification  first.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  did  write  and  transmit  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  a  letter  of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character,  to-wit,  on  the  seventeenth  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -five;  and  did  also  write,  and 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  sundry  times  hereinafter  particularly  mentioned,  various  letters 
of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character,  viz:  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March,  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  and  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  all  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  thereby  violating  the  respect  due  from  every  officer  in  the  navy  to 
the  head  of  the  Department,  impairing  the  discipline  of  the  service,  and  setting  a  most  dangerous  and 
pernicious  example. 

Specification  second.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  after  a  court  of  inquiry  had  been  convened 
and  directed  to  investigate  and  make  report  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  matters  embraced  in  the  speci- 
fication of  the  first  charge,  and  after  such  court  had  terminated  its  inquiries,  and  had  transmitted  its 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  before  the  Executive  had  published  or  authorized  the  publica- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  said  court,  did  publish,  or  caused  to  be  published,  a  pamphlet  purporting  to 
contain  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  of  inquiry. 

Specification  third.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  in  the  publication  made,  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  preceding  specification,  did  give  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  of 
inquiry. 

Specification  fourth.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  did,  in  the  publication  referred  to  in  the  two 
last  preceding  s]3ecifications,  insert  various  remarks,  statements,  and  insinuations,  not  warranted  by  the 
facts,  highly  disrespectful  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  said  court  of  inquiry. 

Specification  fifth.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Porter,  did,  in  the  same  publication  referred  to  in  the 
said  last  preceding  specification,  without  any  authority  or  permission  for  that  purpose,  make  public 
official  communications  to  the  government,  and  official  correspondence  with  the  government;  and  has,  on 
other  occasions,  between  the  1st  of  October,  1824,  and  the  15th  June,  1825,  without  authority  or  per- 
mission therefor,  made  public  orders  and  instructions  from  the  government,  and  official  correspondence 
with  the  government. 


Navy  Department,  June  22,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  the  charges  and  specifications,  upon  which  you  will  be  tried,  before  a  court- 
martial,  which  will  be  convened  on  the  seventh  day  of  July  next,  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington,  and  of 
which  Captain  James  Barron  has  been  appointed  president. 

At  the  time  and  place  mentioned,  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  court  for  trial  upon  said  charges. 
In  the  meantime  you  will  be  under  no  restraint  in  preparing  for  your  defence. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will  consider  yourself  under  arrest.     It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
call  upon  you  to  surrender  your  sword,  nor  to  assign  limits  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Porter,  United  States  Navy.     Present. 
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G. 

Mr.  President:  Before  I  can  be  called  upon,  either  to  plead  or  to  except  to  any  charges  and  specifi- 
cations, it  is  necessary  that  it  be  definitely  ascertained  what  are  the  charges  and  specification.s  which  I 
am  expected  to  answer;  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear  at  this  stage  of  the  prosecution,  nothing  is  more 
uncertain. 

On  the  22d  day  of  June  last,  I  received,  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  order- 
ing my  arrest,  and  notifying  me  of  my  trial,  a  paper  purporting  to  contain  the  original  charges  and 
specifications  exhibited  against  me.  It  is  true,  the  paper  was  signed  by  no  one,  and  bore  not  upon  its 
face  any  form  of  authentication  whatever;  nor  did  it  name  or  refer  to  any  prosecutor,  informer,  or  judge 
advocate.  Still  the  official  source  from  which  it  proiccilcil,  and  the  strictly  official  form  and  nature  of 
the  communication  that  accompanied  it,  and  indcntilied  its  character,  left  me  no  doubt,  and  I  presume 
now  admit  no  doubt,  of  the  authenticity  of  the  paper,  as  an  exhibition  of  the  original  charges  and  speci- 
fications against  me;  which,  as  such,  were  definitive  and  conclusive,  and  altogether  unalterable,  in  form 
or  substance,  but  upon  the  proviso,  and  under  the  circumstances  provided  in  the  38th  article  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

When  I  was  arraigned  before  this  court  yesterday,  a  paper  was  produced  and  read  by  the  judge 
advocate,  purporting  and  professing  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  coptj  of  the  original  charges  and  specifi- 
cations; meaning,  as  I  presumed,  of  the  same  exhibited  against  me  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned.  But  what  was  my  surprise,  on  a  comparison  of  the  two  papers,  to  find  a  very  material 
variance  in  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge.  The  "various  letters  of  an  insubordinate  and 
disrespectful  character,"  which  I  am  therein  charged  with  having  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
are  no  otherwise  distinguished  or  identified,  than  by  a  naked  reference  to  the  dates  ;  neither  their  tenor 
nor  their  substance  and  efliect  is  set  out,  and  so  I  have  no  sort  of  notice  what  letters  are  designated  as  of 
that  character,  but  this  naked  reference  to  dates.  Then  the  dates  are  of  the  essence  of  the  accusation.  I 
have  been  cited  here  to  answer,  and  have  come  prepared  to  answer  for  those  designated  letters  and  no 
others.  Let  the  dates  be  changed,  and  the  substance  of  the  charge  is  changed,  in  so  far  as  I  am  called 
upon  to  answer  for  other  "  letters  of  an  insubordinate  and  disrespectful  character."  Now,  sir,  the  copij 
of  the  original  charges  and  specifications,  produced  by  the  judge  advocate,  on  my  arraignment  yesterday, 
specifies  and  complains,  in  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge,  of  such  a  letter  as  dated  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1825;  whereas,  no  such  letter  is  anywhere  specified  or  referred  to  in 
the  aforesaid  original  exhibition  of  charges  and  specifications.  This  variance  is  manifest,  upon  a  com- 
parison of  the  copy  produced  by  the  judge  advocate,  with  the  original,  which  I  now  here  produce  for  the 
inspection  of  the  court,  with  the  original  letter  that  accompanied  it. 

Universal  military  usage,  and  the  imperative  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  38th  article  of  tlie  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  decide  that  I  can  be  put  to  answer  nothing  beyond  the 
tenor  of  the  charges  and  specifications  originally  exhibited  against  me.  But,  in  this  particular  instance, 
I  waive  the  objection,  requiring  only  that  the  prosecutor  do  now  decide  or  declare  his  election,  to  abide 
the  one  or  the  other  specification  of  the  letters  complained  of,  or  to  adopt  both  if  he  pleases.  At  any 
rate,  let  the  form  and  extent  of  the  charges  and  specifications  be  now  definitely  arranged  and  conclu- 
sively settled. 

This  point  being  settled,  I  shall  pray  the  leave  of  the  court  to  enter  my  plea  of  not  guilty  to  all 
and  singular  the  charges  and  specifications,  under  a  protest  against  their  sufficiency:  and  reserving  to 
myself  the  right,  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  in  due  time,  of  excepting  to  the  said  charges  and  speci- 
fications, as  designating  no  offence  known  to  any  law  enacted  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  as  vague 
and  indefinite,  and  altogether  insufidcient  to  put  me  upon  my  trial,  for  the  matters  therein  charged,  or 
supposed  to  be  charged.  That  these  points  may  be  submitted  in  a  way  to  admit  of  the  maturest  delibera- 
tion, I  have  concluded,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  tlie  court,  to  suffer  the  trial  to  proceed,  for  the  present, 
under  the  general  issue,  and  to  submit  my  exceptions  to  the  charges  and  specifications,  or  such  of  them 
as  I  shall  conclude  to  be  exceptionable,  at  a  more  convenient  day. 

Friday,  July  8,  1825. 


General  instructions. 


Having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  squadron,  fitted  out  under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  of  December  last,  to  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  repress- 
ing piracy  and  affording  effectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  command  of  all  of  the  United  States  ships  and  vessels  of  war  in  the  West  Indies,  fitted  out  for  the 
aforesaid  objects,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  becomes  my  duty  (in  order  that  a  perfect 
understanding  may  be  had  by  those  under  my  command,  of  the  extent  of  the  authorities  to  be  exercised 
by  them  in  case  of  separation,  or  in  case  of  being  detached  on  special  service)  to  point  out  briefly  to 
them  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  under  particular  circumstances,  and  in  doing  so,  shall  confine  myself  to 
existing  laws  and  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  in  no 
case  those  orders  will  be  exceeded,  without  my  sanction  first  being  obtained. 

First,  then,  with  regard  to  piracy.  On  this  subject  there  have  been  three  several  acts:  thatof  March 
3,  1819;  of  May  15,  1820,  and  thatof  the  20th  of  December  last,  authorizing  the  additional  force  of 
schooners,  &c.,  &c. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  authorizes  to  "  subdue,  seize,  take,  and  send  into 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall 
be  armed,  and  which  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  any  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint,  depre- 
dation, or  seizure  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  upon  any  other 
vessels. 

From  the  generality  of  this  latter  description  of  vessels,  it  would  seem  to  embrace  those  of  every 
nation  or  country  upon  which  any  piratical  aggressions  may  have  been  committed.     Admitting  the  act 
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niiglit  be  extended  thus  far,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  general  object  of  the  law ;  and  it  was  thought  by 
the  President  most  advisable  at  one  time,  not  to  give  it  a  like  indiscriminate  practical  construction  as  to 
all  vessels. 

The  great  object,  as  pointed  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  was  to  protect  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States  from  piratical  aggressions.  This  will,  therefore,  be  considered  a  particular  and  special 
duty;  if,  however,  there  should  be  discovered  depredations  on  other  vessels,  committed  under  such  gross 
and  aggravated  circumstances  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  their  piratical  character,  it  will  be  a  duty  then 
to  capture  and  brmg  in  the  aggressors.  It  is  thought  most  advisable  thus  to  distinguish  in  these  instruc- 
tions, because,  among  other  considerations  it  will  be  seen  that,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act 
authority  is  only  given  to  retake  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  its  citizens,  which  may  have  been  unlawfully 
captured  on  the  high  seas;  no  positive  authority  is  given  by  it  to  retake  the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation 
or  country. 

It  will  also  be  perceived,  that  under  the  second  section  of  the  act,  authority  is  only  given  to  "  subdue 
seize,  and  take"  such  vessels  or  boats,  &c.,  &c.,  as  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  some  piratical 
aggression.  Whatever  well  grounded  suspicions  may  be  entertained  that  a  vessel  may  have  been  fitted 
out,  and  is  intended  to  be  employed  in  such  depredations,  the  act  does  not  authorize  her  molestation 
unless  there  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  she  has  either  attempted,  or  actually  committed,  some  piratical 
aggression,  on  some  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States  or  her  crew;  or  upon  some  other  vessel  under 
the  special  circumstances  above  mentioned. 

Tills,  by  this  act,  must  be  considered  an  important  and  leading  regulation,  as  it  will  be  a  strong  and 
almost  controlling  circumstance,  (considering  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world,)  in  making  up  a  judg- 
ment whether  it  would  be  safe  and  justifiable  to  treat  them  as  pirates. 

_     Whenever,  therefore,  boats  or  vessels  shall  be  found,  the  crews  whereof  have  committed  any  actual  ' 
violence,  outrage,  or  depredation,  upon  any  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  citizens  thereof  or  any  other 
vessel  as  above  mentioned,  it  is  to  be  sufficient  to  authorize  their  being  "  subdued,  seized',  and  taken  " 
and  unless  it  should  satisfactorily  appear  that  they  were  acting  under  some  lawful  authority  and  not 
piratically,  they  are  to  be  sent  in  for  adjudication.  ' 

The  act  of  May  15th,  1820,  continues  in  force  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819;  and  makes  further  provi- 
sion for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy.  The  third  section  of  this  act,  declared  as  pirates  "  any  persons 
who  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  roadstead,  or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any  river 
where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the  crime  of  robbery  in,  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel',  or  upon  any  of 
the  ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof:  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  a 
pirate,"  and  the  penalty  death,  on  conviction  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  sections  make  it  piracy  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  the  penalty,  on  conviction  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  death  This  act 
is  more  extended  than  the  former,  in  its  definition  of  the  act  of  piracy,  but  in  no  part  (except  in  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  former  law)  authorizes  capture  by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  The  hig-h 
and  delicate  power  therefore  vested  in  the  President  by  the  act  of  March  3d,  which  authorizes  and  requests 
him  to  employ  so  many  of  the  public  armed  vessels,  as  in  his  judgment,  the  service  may  require,  with 
suitable  instructions  to  the  commanders  thereof,  in  protecting  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
and  their  crews,  from  piratical  aggressions  and  depredations,  has  been  resorted  to  and  exercised  for  the 
purpose  of  more  clearly  defining  the  duties  to  be  performed. 

The  trust  -reposed  in  me,  is  one  of  a  peculiarly  delicate  character,  for  while  it  is  made  my  duty  to 
protect  our  commerce  against  all  unlawful  interruptions,  and  to  guard  the  rights  both  of  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary,  it  is  enjoined  on  me  not  to 
encroach  on  the  rights  of  others:  and  whatever  discussion  or  collision  I  may  have  with  any  forei"-n  power 
in  relation  to  such  rights,  I  am  bound  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  moderation  and  forbearance  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  of  my  country,  and  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens. 

The  system  of  piracy,  from  whatever  caiisc  it  may  have  originated,  is  of  considerable  extent  and 
from  the  sparse  population  of  the  Spanish  islands,  which  cannot  enforce  the  authority  of  the  governiiient 
establishments  have  been  made  by  parties  of  those  banditti  in  the  uninhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry 
their  plunder,  and  retreat  m  time  of  danger.  It  cannot  be  presumed,  that  the  government  of  any  island 
will  afford  any  protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently  be  believed 
that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power  for  their 
suppression  ' 

Pirates  are  considered  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the  duty  of  all 
nations  to  put  them  down,  and  none  who  respect  their  own  character,  or  interest,  will  refuse  to  do  it 
mucli  less  afford  them  an  asylum  and  protection.  ' 

The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions  to  suppress  such  banditti,  has  the  greatest  merit  In 
making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of  every  other  power  to  the  extent  of  its  means  and  to 
tne  enjoyment  under  its  sanction,  of  all  its  rights,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  object. 

In  the  case  of  belligerents,  when  the  army  of  one  party  enters  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power,  the 
army  ot  the  other  has  a  right  to  follow  it  there.  In  the  case  of  pirates,  the  right  of  the  armed  force  of 
one  power  to  follow  them  into  the  territory  of  another,  is  more  complete.  In  regard  to  pirates  there  is  no 
neutral  party;  they  being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  all  nations  are  parties  against  them  and  may 
oe  considered  as  allies.  The  object  and  intention  of  our  government  is  to  respect  the  feelino-s  'as  well  as 
the  rights  of  others,  botli  m  substance  and  in  form,  in  all  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted,  to  accom- 
fJr  1  1  ®'  "•  ''''''^-  '^''"''^'^'  therefore,  the  crews  of  any  vessels  seen  engaged  in  any  acts  of  piracy  or 
wnicii  there  IS  just  cause  to  suspect  of  being  of  tha^  character,  retreat  into  the  ports,"  harbors  or  unset- 
tiea  parts  of  the  islands,  they  may  be  pursued  into  such  ports,  harbors,  and  unsettled  parts  of  th'e  country 
lor  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  authorities  or  people,  as  the  case  maybe,  to  seize  and  bring-  the 
^nH  ;=Tu  /'I'''''',  P'''^,^'^o"^  'notice  being  given  that  this  is  the  sole  object.  When  a  government  exists 
ana  IS  teit,  the  local  authorities  must,  in  all  instances,  be  respected,  and  every  act  must  be  in  aid  of  and 
n  co-operation  with  them;  it  being  the  exclusive  purpose  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to' sup- 
press piracy,  an  object  m  which  all  nations  are  equally  interested,  and  in  the  accomplishment  of  which 


Spanish  authorities  and  people  will,  it  is  presumed,  cordially  co-operate  with 
it,  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates  found  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat  into  the  unsettled 
ahlpf!!  ^''''"tf  y^  I'JJerty  is  given  to  pursue  them  so  long  only  as  there  is  reasonable  prospect  of  being 
.iDie  to  apprehend  them;  and  in  no  case  are  we  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  apprehend  any  one  after  having 
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been  forbidden  so  to  do  by  competent  authority  of  the  local  government;  and  if  any  such  pirate  should  be 
apprehended  on  land,  they  are  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  proper  authorities  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law,  and  all  the  evidence  that  can  be  furnished  is  to  be  given  in  proof  of  the  offence  alleged  against  them. 
Should  the  local  authorities  refuse  to  receive  and  prosecute  such  persons  so  apprehended,  on  reasonable 
evidence  being  furnished  them  of  their  guilt,  they  are  then  to  be  kept  safely  and  securely  until  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  can  be  communicated  to  me. 

Great  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  government  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to  our  commerce 
by  privateers  fitted  out  from  Spanish  ports.  Great  discretion  is  required  in  giving  to  our  vessels  the 
necessary  protection  against  their  aggressors,  without  infringing  on  the  rights  of  the  belligerents.  We 
know  not  how  far  they  have  been  authorized  and  instructed  to  intercept  our  trade  witli  Mexico  and  the 
Colombian  republic;  but  according  to  the  well-settled  rule  of  the  laws  of  nations,  the  United  States  will 
not  consider  any  portion  of  the  coast  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  legally  blockaded,  except  where  a  naval 
force  is  stationed  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  the  blockading  order  or  decree:  and  our  government  does 
not  recognize  the  right  or  authority  of  Spain  to  interdict  or  interrupt  our  commerce  witli  any  portion  of 
the  coast  included  within  the  Colombian  republic  and  Mexican  government,  not  actually  blockaded  by  a 
competent  force. 

Hence  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer,  that  to  arrest  our  vessels  employed  in  lawful  trade,  from  the 
fangs  of  the  numerous  privateers  which  have  lately  been  fitted  out  from  Porto  Kico,  and  to  "subdue, 
seize,  take,  and  send  into  any  port"  those  depredators  on  our  commerce,  would  be  right  and  proper;  but 
in  doing  this,  great  discretion  and  prudence  must  be  exercised,  and  the  fact  must  be  clearly  ascertained 
that  they  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819. 

By  recent  decisions  of  our  courts,  and  officers  competent  to  judge,  and  by  the  wording  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819,  it  would  appear  that  piracy  may  be  committed  by  vessels  legally 
authorized  to  cruise,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits;  and  that  the  persons  alone  committing  the  act 
are  responsible  for  the  same.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  Panchita,  sent  in  by  the  Grampus,  some  of  the 
crew  of  which  were  imprisoned,  to  be  tried  for  piracy,  and  the  vessel  liberated,  by  the  decision  of  the 
judge:  and  to  the  Nympha  Catalina,  sent  in  by  the  Spark,  for  an  act  of  piracy  on  a  former  voyage.  The 
vessel  and  cargo,  inmiediately  on  her  arrival  in  the  United  States,  were  restored  to  the  owners,  part  of 
her  crew  liberated,  and  those  who  committed  the  act  only,  confined  for  trial.  I  might  cite  other  cases  to 
justify  the  opinion  I  entertain,  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued,  to  effect  the  object  of  our  expedition 
with  the  least  possible  injury  to  those  not  implicated  in  the  crime,  but  these  will  suffice. 

In  the  first  case  cited,  the  decision  of  the  judge  justified  the  conduct  of  the  capturing  officer,  and  in 
the  other  case,  the  law  would  seem  equally  to  authorize  her  being  "subdued,  seized,  taken,"  &c. 

The  language  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  law,  as  above  cited,  is  as  follows:  "And  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  if  Siny  person  whatsoever  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  commit  the  crime  of  piracy,  as  defined  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  such  offenders  shall  afterwards  be  found  and  be  brought  into  the  United  States,  any  such 
offender  or  offenders  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict into  which  he  or  they  may  be  brought,  or  in  which  he  or  tliej^  shall  be  found,  be  punished  with 
death." 

But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  the  attainment  of  justice,  that  the  innocent 
should  suffer  for  the  guilty.  If  the  ship  is  not  answerable  for  the  acts  of  the  crew,  there  can  be  no  neces- 
sity or  propriety  in  sending  in  the  ship  for  adjudication,  because,  by  so  doing,  injury  is  brought  on  the 
owners,  the  innocent  party;  and  to  us  they  look  for  indemnity,  who  have  no  other  appeal  than  to  the 
liberality  of  our  country. 

But  piracy  must  be  punished,  and  we  are  bound  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1819, 
to  "  subdue,  seize,  and  take"  all  vessels  which  commit  it;  and  after  we  have  dcme  so,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  vessel  committing  the  act  is  a  legally  authorized  cruiser,  the  most  that  it  would  seem  proper  to  do  nn 
the  occasion,  would  be  to  take  from  on  board  her  the  persons  committing  the  act,  and  to  send  them  to  the 
United  States  for  trial. 

For  the  sa;me  principle  that  would  justify  their  capture  on  land  will  apply  with  equal  propriety  to 
their  seizure  on  board  ships  on  the  ocean,  and  perhaps  if  any  competent  authority  should  be  near  at  hand, 
it"Vould  be  equally  proper  to  deliver  them  up  to  it  with  proofs  of  their  guilt,  on  a  pledge  that  they  shall 
be  brought  to  trial;  but  on  a  refusal  to  give  such  pledge,  they  must  be  reported  to  nie  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

The  next  subject  to  which  attention  is  to  be  directed,  is  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  utmost  vigilance  shall  be  exercised,  in  order  that  this  inhuman  practice  may  be  put 
down.  By  the  act  of  the '20th  of  April,  1818,  it  is  made  unlawful  to  import  or  bring,  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  into  the  United  States,  or  the  Territory  thereof,  from  any  foreign  place,  any  person  of  color, 
with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  person  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service. 

By  this  act  it  is  also  made  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person,  to  build, 
equip,  load,  fit,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  transporting  any  such  slaves  to  any 
port  or  place  whatever:  and  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  such  importation  of  slaves,  or  so  built  or 
fitted  out,  or  prepared,  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeited. 

And  by  act  the  3d  of  Merch,  1819,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  cruise  in  such  places  as  he  may  think  proper,  where  he  may  judge  attempts  may  be 
made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  residents  thereof,  in  contravention 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  same,  and  to  instruct  such  armed  vessels  to  seize,  take,  and  bring 
into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law,  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  wheresoever  found,  or  which  may  be  intended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  of 
transporting,  or  may  have  transported  any  person  of  color,  in  violation  of  any  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
20th  of  April,  1818,  above  referred  to,  or  in  violation  of  any  other  act  or  acts  prohibiting  the  traffic  in 
slaves. 

From  the  generality  of  the  provisions  of  the  slave  acts,  authority  is  given  to  take  and  bring  into 
port  all  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  may  have  been  in  any  manner  employed,  or  intended  to  be  em- 
ployed, in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  other  vessel  which  may  be  employed  in  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the"  United  States. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  first  provision  applies  only  to  vessels  of  the  United  States,  the  second 
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applied  to  vessels  of  every  natiou.  The  rest  of  the  laws  go  to  explain  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the 
slaves  and  persons  taken  in  the  trade;  prescribe  the  punishment  to  the  offenders,  and  tire  bounty  to 
the  captors. 

It  will  be  sufficient,  therefore,  that  the  capture  should  be  made  under  the  foregoing  circumstances, 
and  that  reference  should  be  had  to  me  for  instructions  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  vessels,  slaves  and 
offenders,  and  to  the  laws  for  a  final  decision. 

There  is  one  thing  that  must  be  particularly  observed:  it  is  not  to  be  considered  in  these  general 
instructions  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  that  authority  is  given  at  any  place  out  of  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  to  search,  capture,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  to  interrupt  vessels  under  any  other 
than  the  American  Hag. 

As  regards  the  recapture  of  vessels  which  may  be  found  in  the  hands  of  the  pirates,  and  not  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States:  although  there  are  no  laws  which  authorize  our  rescuing  them  from  the  fangs 
of  those  monsters;  and,  although  the  President  has  given  no  positive  instructions  on  this  head;  still,  as 
humanity  obviously  calls  on  us  to  exercise  the  power,  having  the  means  in  our  hands;  as  it  is  a  duty 
implied  bj^  instructions  subsequently  given  me  by  the  measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
and  as  it  is  enjoined  on  me  by  the  government  to  harmonize  and  co-operate  with  the  lorces  of  any  other 
power  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit  with  ourselves,  thereby  showing  a  common  interest,  1  will  take  on  my- 
self to*supply  the  omission,  (as  it  certainly  is  one,)  by  authorizmg  the  act  whenever  it  may  become 
necessary. 

All  vessels,  therefore,  of  any  nation  whatever,  found  in  the  possession  of  pirates,  may  be  taken  from 
them  as  though  they  belonged  to  the  United  States,  and  as  though  their  recapture  was  provided  for  by 
the  laws  for  tiie  suppression  of  piracy,  and  by  the  most  positive  instructions  of  the  government. 

These  instructions,  although  swelled  to  an  unusual  length,  are  rendered  as  concise  as  the  subject 
would  admit  of,  to  enable  me  to  inform  you  fully  as  to  the  views  of  the  government.  We  have  a  very 
delicate  duty  to  perform — and  with  full  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  those  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand, I  hope  it  may  be  fulfilled  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  country,  to  our  own  honor,  and  to  the  honor  and 
general  interests  of  the  navy. 

In  time  of  actual  warfare  between  nations,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  discriminating  between  right 
and  wrong;  but  the  service  on  which  we  are  engaged,  requires  the  exercise  of  our  soundest  judgment, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  will  be  the  merit  of  doing  what  is  proper. 

The  eyes  of  the  world  are  on  us,  and  while  we  must  not  fail  in  energy,  we  must  not  want  in 
circumspection. 

D.  PORTER. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Norfolk,  January  28,  1824. 


The  counsel  of  Commodore  Porter  suggests  that  the  second  charge,  and  what  purport  to  be  the  five 
specifications  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  intended  to  be  proved  in  support  of  such  charge,  are  alto- 
gether insufficient  to  put  the  accused  to  answer,  or  to  give  this  court  jurisdiction  to  try  any  matter 
therein  alleged. 

The  following  objections  to  the  same  are  deemed  unanswerable  and  fatal: 

1.  The  principal  charge  itself  describes  no  offajice,  within  the  terms  of  any  of  the  naval  articles  of 
war,  by  which  all  the  military  crimes  and  punishments,  affecting  officers  of  the  navy,  are  enumerated 
and  detined,  and  is  altogether  vague  and  uncertain  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence  intended  to 
be  charged. 

2.  The  specifications  are  not  conceived  in  terms,  any  more  appropriate  or  precise,  to  constitute  any 
offence  known  to  the  naval  code,  established  by  such  articles. 

3.  Even  if  any  such  offence  could  be  inferred,  either  substantially,  from  the  charge  itself,  or  from 
the  charge  and  specifications,  collectively,  still  the  specifications  are  altogether  vague,  indefinite,  and 
uncertain,  as  to  the  facts,  circumstances  and  criminal  intents,  to  be  adduced  and  proved  in  support  of  the 
principal  charge. 

4.  The  specifications  do  not  follow  and  support,  but  are  a  departure  from  the  gravamen  of  the  princi- 
pal charge:  and  (if  conceived  in  terms  tending  to  any  sensible  and  legal  conclusion)  constitute  separate 
and  distinct  charges,  not  necessarily  comprehended  in  the  terms  of  the  principal  charge. 

If  the  learned  judge  advocate  should  conceive  that  this  charge,  and  the  several  specifications  of  the 
same,  are  susceptible  of  being  justified  and  supported,  the  counsel  of  Commodore  Porter  would  very 
respectfully  ask  for  an  opportunity  to  corroborate  his  objections  by  authority,  and  to  reply  to  any  reasons 
that  may  be  advanced,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  in  answer  to  such  objections. 

July  13,  1825. 


L. 

Navy  Department,  July  19,  1825. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  wish,  I  have  requested,  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
an  answer  to  the  questions  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant. 
I  now  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him,  and  of  his  answer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate,  General  Court- Martial. 
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M. 

Navy  Department,  July  18  1825. 
Sik:  I  have  this  evening  received  from  the  court-martial,  now  sitting  at  the  Marine  barracks,  Wash- 
ington, a  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.     It  proposes  certain  questions,  on  which  your  opinion 
is  desired.     I  have,  therefore,   to  beg  the  favor  of  you,   to  furnish  me,   at  as   early   an  hour  as  your 
convenience  will  permit,  an  answer  to  the  questions  proposed,  that  I  may  transmit  it  to  the  court. 

Should  any  papers  or  documents  be  required,  in  preparing  an  answer,  I  will  endeavor  to  procure, 
and  furnish  them,  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Honorable  Wm.  Wirt,  Attorney  General  United  States. 


N. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  July  19,  1825. 

Sir:  I  am  just  honored  with  your  letter  of  last  night,  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  Coxe,  the  judge  advo- 
cate of  the  court-martial  now  sitting  on  the  trial  of  Commodore  Porter,  expressive  of  the  wish  of  that 
tribunal,  that  you  would  take  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  two  questions  of  law,  which  have 
been  presented  for  their  decision  in  the  course  of  the  discharge  of  their  judicial  duties.  I  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  Attorney  General  has  no  authority  to  give  an  ofBcial  opinion,  except  in  the  cases 
especially  provided  by  law,  "whose  duty  it  shall  be,"  says  the  law,  "  to  give  his  advice  and  opinion 
upon  questions  of  law,  when  required  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  when  requested  by  the 
heads  of  any  of  the  Departments,  touching  any  matters  that  may  concern  their  "Departments."  The 
construction  of  this  provision  has  been,  that  whensoever  the  President,  or  any  head  of  a  Department,  has 
an  official  duty  to  perform,  he  has  a  right  to  call  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  on  any  question 
of  law,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  This  has  been  the  construction 
on  which  I  have  acted  since  I  have  been  in  ofBce,  and  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President  and 
heads  of  Departments.  Indeed,  on  any  other  construction,  the  duties  of  the  Attorney  General  would  be 
wholly  impracticable.  ^ 

Now,  I  appi-ehend  that  the  court-martial,  in  this  case,  having  been  organized,  and  the  charges  laid 
before  them,  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  has  no  duties  to  perform  in  giving  tlieir  judicial  decisions. 
And  since  it  is  only  in  relation  to  his  own  duties  that  the  Secretary  can  call  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General,  or  that  the  Attorney  General  has  any  authority  to  give  an  opinion,  it  follows  that  I  must,  on 
this,  as  I  have  been  constrained  to  do  on  several  former  occasions,  beg  to  be  excused  from  doing  what  I 
think  unauthorized,  and  therefore  wrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  &c., 

(Signed)  WM.  WIRT. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Navy  Department. 


0. 

Mr.  President:  Since  the  course  which  has  been  taken  with  the  objections  of  my  counsel  to  the  terms 
of  the  second  charge  and  its  specifications  is  likely  to  produce  delay,  and,  instead  of  simplifying,  as  was 
intendid,  rather  to  perplex  and  embarrass  the  procedure  of  the  court,  I  have  determined  to  withdraw 
these  objections,  in  so  far  as  they  present  any  j^reZiminarj/  question  to  be  discussed  and  decided  upon  the 
face  of  the  charge  and  specifications  themselves,  independent  of  any  examination  of  the  evidence  to  be 
adduced  in  support  of  them. 

I  have  decided  on  this  course,  with  the  less  hesitation,  in  consideration  of  being  distinctly  advised, 
by  my  counsel,  that  all  these  objections  are  equally  available,  under  the  general  issue  of  "  not  guilty," 
as  in  any  other  form;  unless  that  which  turns  upon  the  defect  of  sufficient  minuteness  and  precision  in 
the  specifications  of  time,  place,  manner  and  circumstances  of  the  acts  imputed  to  me,  may  be  an  excep- 
tion. It  is  not  that  the  latter  objection,  or  the  rule  which  it  supposes  to  have  been  violated,  is  by  any 
means  to  be  regarded  as  frivolous  or  captious,  or  as  unessential  to  the  great  principles  of  substantial 
justice,  by  which  the  salutary  forms  of  procedure  in  such  cases  have  been  prescribed.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  made  experimentally  sensible,  in  this  very  instance,  of  the  value  of  the  rule,  and  of  the  practical 
mischief  and  injustice  resulting  from  the  palpable  breach  of  it,  apparent  on  the  face  of  my  pending 
accusation;  for  I  solemnly  declare,  that  after  the  minutest  recollection,  and  the  most  mature  reflection, 
upon  all  the  passages  of  my  professional  life,  which,  by  any  possibility,  may  be  the  subjegt  of  this  com- 
plaint; and  after  all  that  has  been  said  in  the  recent  discussion,  I  remain  at  this  moment,  utterly  per- 
plexed and  puzzled,  even  to  conjecture  what  are  the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  of  my  imputed 
guilt,  that  are  pointed  at,  and  intended  to  be  adduced  against  me,  under  several  of  the  most  important 
of  these  five  specifications:  I  am  unable  to  do  more  than  to  form  a  probable,  though  vague  conjecture. 

Yet,  so  long  as  I  am  assured  that  I  am  not  to  be  entrapped,  by  taking  issue  upon  the  charge,  to  be 
held  to  a  conclusive  admission  of  its  validity,  or  of  the'  legal  sufficiency  of  the  facts  to  be  given  in 
evidence  under  it,  as  describing  or  constituting  any  offence  for  which  I  am  amenable  to  martial  law,  I 
must  be  content  to  forego,  (if  such  be  the  necessary  consequence  of  pleading  to  issue)  every  advantage 
from  the  defect  of  reasonable  certainty  and  minuteness,  in  the  specifications;  and  to  encounter  every 
disadvantage  of  ignorance,  from  the  want  of  fair  and  regular  notice  of  the  circumstances  wherein  my 
ofi'ence  is  supposed  to  consist. 

Since  it  appears  that  I  am  not  entitled  to  reply  to  any  of  these  topics  in  the  discussion  of  a  preliminary 
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point,  and  since  it  is  most  unexpectedly  intimated  that  doubts  on  the  subject  exist  with  the  court;  and  as  I 
feel  that  justice  to  myself  requires  that  I  should  have  any  opportunity  of  controverting  whatever  may 
have  been  advanced  to  affect  either  my  honor  or  the  mere  law  of  my  case;  I  have  taken  the  only  coarse 
left  open  to  me,  which  is  to  waive  the  objections  as  matter  of  separate  and  preliminary  discussion;  and 
to  reserve  them,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  available  for  my  general  defence. 

I  do  therefore,  Mr.  President,  offer  myself  ready  to  go  on  with  the  trial  of  this  second  charge,  and  its 
specifications,  upon  the  general  issue,  before  tendered  under  protest;  reserving  for  my  general  defence, 
all  such  exceptions  of  law  or  fact,  as  shall  be  admissible  and  available  in  that  defence. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  suggest,  that  it  is  essential  to  my  defence,  that  I  should  be  more  precisely 
and  minutely  informed  of  the  propositions  of  fact  or  law,  advanced  against  me,  than  I  can  be  from  a 
cursory  reading  of  the  long  and  elaborate  argument  of  the  judge  advocate;  many  parts  of  which,  were 
but  distinctly  heard  and  comprehended,  in  the  course  of  that  reading.  I  therefore  request  to  be  favored 
with  a  copy  of  that  document,  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  or  such  access  to  it  as  may  be 
equivalent.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  there  can  be  objection  to  this  request,  since  the  reasonableness  of  it 
is  apparent.  Although  the  nature  of  my  objections  was  distinctly  intimated  on  the  second  day  of  this 
court's  session;  and  were  specifically  drawn  out  and  stated  in  writing  as  early  as  Wednesday,  the  13th 
instant;  and  though  the  reasons  and  authorities  at  large  were  distinctly  read  in  open  court,  on  Friday, 
the  15th;  yet,  it  seems,  that  because  from  some  accident,  which  I  extremely  regret,  as  it  must  have 
infinitely  enhanced  the  labors  of  the  judge  advocate,  the  fair  transcript  of  the  argument  in  support  of  the 
objections  was  not  put  into  his  hands  till  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  llth,  he  was  compelled 
to  defer  the  preparation  of  his  argument  till  he  was  in  full  possession  of  the  written  transcript  of  that 
which  he  was  to  answer.  If  a  gentleman,  possessing  the  acuteness  and  quickness  of  perception,  the 
learning  and  ingenuity  thus  strongly  manifested  in  the  composition  of  an  argument,  so  full  of  learned 
research,  and  various  illustration,  and  so  elaborate,  and  so  diffuse,  which  occupied  no  longer  time  than 
from  ten  or  eleven  on  Sunday  morning,  till  it  was  time  to  meet  the  court  next  morning;  if  a  gentleman 
so  gifted,  labored  under  so  much  disadvantage  from  the  absence  of  the  paper  he  was  to  answer,  you  may 
judge,  Mr.  President,  how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  be  possessed  in  extenso,  of  the  argument  by  which 
many  important  points  of  my  defence  are  so  strongly  affected. 


Navy  Department,  August  11,   1825. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  application  of  the  general  court-martial,  of  which  you  are  president,  and 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  all  concerned,  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  the  court  to  adjourn  for 
the  remainder  of  its  sessions,  to  that  centry,l,  and  commodious  building,  on  First  street,  and  the  corner  of 
Maryland  avenue,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  James  Barron,  President  Oeiieral  Court-Martial. 


Navy  Department,  August  12,   1825. 

Sir:  I  have  received  and  submitted  to  the  Executive,  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  in  which  you 
say:  "I  transmit  a  paper  handed  me  by  Commodore  Porter,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  court  this  day, 
purporting,  as  I  understood  from  him,  to  be  a  continuation  of  his  defence.  He  stated,  also,  that  the 
residue  would  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  practicable."  You  also  apprise  me  that  this  paper  has  not 
received  the  sanction  of  the  court. 

The  Executive  is  solicitous  to  possess  all  the  lights,  which  can  be  useful,  in  forming  a  decision  upon 
the  case  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  especially  desires  to  bo  aided  by  everything  legally  urged  in  his 
defence.  But  it  would  be  obviously  improper  for  the  Executive  to  receive  and  consider  any  paper  not 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  court  itself,  as  forming  a  part  of  its  proceedings. 

I  am,  therefore,  directed  to  return  the  paper  to  you,  that  you  may  submit  it  to  the  court,  with  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  it  was  handed  to  you,  that  the  court  may  pass  its  own  judgment  upon  it,  by 
receiving  and  transmitting  it,  as  the  defence  which  the  accused  did  make,  if  the  court  think  proper  so  to  do. 

This  has  been  adopted  as  the  proper  mode  of  obtaining  a  decision  on  the  paper  as  a  part  of  the  record, 
and  that  Captain  Porter  may  have  all  the  benefit  of  it  in  his  defence  that  is  possible. 

The  length  of  the  document,  and  the  time  which  might  necessarily  be  consumed  in  reducing  it  to 
writing,  present  motives  for  this  indulgence,  with  the  most  perfect  respsct  for  the  court,  and  without 
questioning  the  propriety  of  the  decisions  which  it  has  heretofore  made  in  relation  to  the  defence. 

I  return  to  you  the  record  and  papers,  that  you  may  place  them  again  in  possession  of  the  court. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate  of  the  General  Court-Martial. 


(No.   1  ) 
One  thousand  dollars  reward. 


The  store  of  the  subscribers  M'as  forcibly  entered  on  the  night  of  the  24th  inst.,  and  the  following 
articles  taken  therefrom: 

-'^<C^  18. — 1  case  4-4  bird's-eye  handkerchiefs,  containing  25  pieces,  each  piece  20  handkerchiefs  of 
different  patterns. 
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W  63  and  64. — 2  cases  damask  figured  handkerchiefs,  contain  25  pieces  each,  are  50  pieces. 

P  181-181. — 4  cases  India  sewing  silks,  each  case '50  lbs.,  say  13  lbs,  of  black  and  37  lbs.  assorted 
colors,  put  lip  in  Spanish  style — 200  lbs. 

S  G  P.— 2  trunks  Madras  handkerchiefs,  60  pieces  each — 120  pieces. 

S  G  P. — 2  half  trunks  Madras  handkerchiefs,  30  pieces  each — 60  pieces. 

H  AS<^^21. — 1  case  4-4  cross-barred  handkerchiefs,  20  handkerchiefs  in  each  piece,  containing 
25  pieces. 

A  <;>  15. — 1  case  damask  figured  handkerchiefs,  25  pieces. 

K. —  1  case  bird's-eye  handkerchiefs,  25  pieces. 

J  L  <^>  11. — 1  case  7-4  crape  shawls,  containing  37  pieces. 

2  half  boxes  cigars,   "  Cabanas." 

The  above  reward  will  be  given  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  thief  or  thieves,  and  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  goods  recovered. 


CABOT,  BAILEY  &  CO. 


St.  Thomas,  October  25,  1824. 


(No.  2.) 

Sir:  I  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Atkinson,  of  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  who  states,  that 
while  on  board  the  Mary  Ann,  of  Baltimore,  J.  Dukehart,  master,  from  this  place,  bound  for  Ponce,  the 
crew  of  said  brig  mutinied,  and  in  the  fray  the  papers  of  the  vessel  were  lost  overboard.  He  also  men- 
tioned, that  the  crew  of  the  brig  Cadmus,  of  Kennebunk,  had  also  mutinied  in  the  port  of  Ponce.  The 
mutineers  are  confined  in  the  jail  of  Ponce,  but  the  authorities  of  the  island  have  informed  the  captains 
that  they  would  be  kept  till  the  vessels  were  ready  for  sea  only. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  either  you  or  Captain  Sloat  to  proceed,  if  possible,  to  Ponce,  and  give  the 
Mary  Ann  a  document  with  which  she  can  proceed  to  Baltimore,  as  the  shippers  refused  to  ship  till  she 
is  regularly  documented. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  WM.  FURNISS. 

St.  Thomas,  February  1,  1825. 

To  Charles  T.  Platt,  Esq.,  Commandant  U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  St.  Thomas. 


(No.  3.) 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  Harbor  St.  Thomas,  February  10,  1825. 

Sir:  Having  this  day  returned  from  a  visit  to  Ponce,  a  village  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  somewhat 
similar,  and  not  far  distant  from  Foxardo,  under  circumstances  so  widely  different  from  those  of  my  former 
visit  to  that  island,  1  do  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  circumstances  that  induced  me  to  visit  it, 
and  more  particulary  the  reception  that  I  met  with,  although  no  part  of  my  uniform  was  different  from 
that  which  I  wore  at  Foxardo,  nor  had  I  in  any  respect  improved  in  my  address.  I  mention  this  with 
feelings  of  pure  American  pride,  as  prejudices  much  to  my  injury,  particularly  with  such  as  I  am  not 
personally  acquainted  with,  may  have  grown  out  of  the  Spanish  account  of  my  piratical  appearance  at 
Foxardo. 

On  the  2d  day  of  this  month,  I  received  from  Mr.  Furniss,  commercial  agent  at  St.  Thomas,  a  letter, 
stating  that  the  crews  of  two  American  merchant  vessels  had  mutinied,  and  that  those  vessels  were  then 
at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Ponce,  and  in  want  of  the  assistance  of  some  one  of  the  United  States  vessels 
of  war;  and  furthermore,  that  the  master  of  a  vessel  then  at  St.  Thomas,  was  desirous  of 
obtaining  convoy  to  the  same  place.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  could  not  hesitate  for  a  moment 
in  fully  complying  with  the  request.  Consequently,  as  soon  as  was  practicable,  I  got  under  way,  and 
two  days  after  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Ponce,  at  which  place  as  at  Foxardo  I  visited  the  shore  in 
person.  No  indignation  nor  indignities  were  offered  to  my  person,  or  the  flag  the  Beagle  bore; 
but  on  landing  was  invited  to  a  public  house,  refreshments  were  offered  me,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  I  arranged  all  things  relating  to  the  merchantmen,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  their  respective 
masters.  As  soon  as  was  practicable,  the  captain  of  the  fort,  accompanied  with  numbers  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens,  made  their  appearance,  when  to  my  no  small  gratification,  they  saluted  me  in 
the  most  cordial  and  friendly  manner.  He,  the  captain,  did  not  ask  or  demand  my  commission.  He  beheld 
nothing  in  my  features  that  indicated  that  cowardly  and  hell-like  visage  of  a,  pirate,  nor  did  he  discover 
anything  other  than  that  deportment  which  I  have  honestly  inherited.  In  evidence  of  which  I  need  only 
to  observe  that  I  was  waited  upon  and  requested  to  exchange  salutes  with  the  fort,  which  was  complied 
with.  A  carriage  was  prepared,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  genteel  dwellings,  for  my  sole  use  during  my 
stay.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  remained  longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  my  visit,  but  from  the  urgent  and  numberless  invitations,  pressing  me  to  remain  and  accept  of  a 
dinner  already  ordered  for  myself  and  officers,  (a  refusal  of  which  would  have  carried  with  it  a  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  my  uncouth  manners,  which  had  been  so  elegantly  polished  by  the  Foxardians,)  I  was  induced 
to  accept  the  invitation,  and  on  the  day  following  partook  of  a  splendid  dinner,  (the  alcalde  at  the  head 
of  the  table,)  with  not  less  than  thirty-five  of  the  first  and  most  respectable  citizens  and  planters  in  that 
vicinity.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  many  complimentary  toasts  were  given,  which  in  turn  were  recipro- 
cated by  the  officers  of  the  Beagle  and  myself.  At  nine  in  the  evening  I  withdrew  and  returned  on 
board  the  Beagle,  after  having  spent  five  hours,  during  which  time  the  most  cordial  degree  of  friendship 
prevailed  throughout  the  company.  The  next  morning  I  left  the  port,  having  previously  established  pri- 
vate signals  with  the  captain  of  the  fort,  that  our  respective  forces  might  co-operate  in  the  suppression  of 
piracy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  T.  PLATT,  Lt.  Com.  Beagle. 

Com.  David  Porter. 


1825.] 
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(No.  4.) 

Navy  Department,  February  1,  1826. 
Cammodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces  in  the  We8t  Indies.     Present: 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  squadron  fitted  out  under  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  20th  of  December  last,  to  cruise  in  the  West  India  seas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing piracy,  and  affording  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States.  Your  atten- 
tion will  also  be  extended  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  on  that  subject;  copies  of  which,  and  of  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to  our  naval 
commanders  thereon,  are  herewith  sent  to  you.  While  it  is  your  duty  to  protect  our  commerce  against 
all  unlawful  interruption,  and  to  guard  the  rights,  both  of  person  and  property,  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Uniled  States,  wherever  it  shall  become  necessary,  you  will  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to  encroach 
upon  the  rights  of  others;  and  should  you  at  any  time  be  brought  into  discussion  or  collision  with  any 
foreign  power  in  relation  to  such  rights,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  that  the  same  should  be  conducted 
with  as  much  moderation  and  forbearance  as  is  consistent  with  the  honor  of  your  country  and  the  just 
claims  of  its  citizens. 

Should  you,  in  your  cruise,  fall  in  with  any  foreign  naval  force,  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
it  is  desirable  that  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  should  be  cultivated  between  you;  and  you  will  do 
everything  on  your  part,  that  accords  with  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  to  promote  this  object. 

So  soon  as  the  vessels  at  Norfolk  shall  be  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  by  such 
route  as  you  shall  judge  best  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  object  of  your  cruise.  You  will  establish 
at  Thompson's  Island,  usually  called  Key  West,  a  depot,  and  land  the  ordnance  and  marines,  to  protect 
the  stores  and  provisions;  if,  however,  you  shall  find  any  important  objection  to  this  place,  and  a  more 
suitable  and  convenient  one  can  be  found,  you  are  at  liberty  to  select  it  as  a  depot.  You  will  announce 
your  arrival  and  object  to  the  authorities,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  endeavor  to 
obtain,  as  far  as  shall  be  practicable,  their  co-operation;  or  at  least  their  favorable  and  friendly  sup- 
port, giving  them  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  that  your  sole  object  is  the  destruction  of  pirates. 

The  system  of  piracy  which  has  grown  up  in  the  West  Indies  has  obviously  arisen  from  the  war 
between  Spain  and  the  new  governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  and  from  the  limited 
force  in  the  islands,  and  their  sparse  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  uninhabited  and 
desolate,  to  which  the  active  authority  of  the  government  does  not  extend.  It  is  understood  that  estab- 
lishments have  been  made  by  parties  of  these  banditti  in  those  uninhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry 
their  plunder,  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  cannot  be  presumed  'that  the  government  of  any  island 
will  afford  any  protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently  be  believed 
that  all  governments,  and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power  for  their 
suppression.  Pirates  are  considered  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  nations  to  put  them  down;  and  none  who  respect  their  own  character  and  interest  will  refuse 
to  do  it,  much  less  afford  them  an  asylum  and  protection.  The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions 
to  suppress  such  banditti  has  the  greatest  merit.  In  making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of 
every  other  power,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  to  the  enjoyment,  under  its  sanction,  of  all  its  rights 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  object.  In  the  case  of  belligerents,  where  the  army  of  one  party  enters  the  terri- 
tory of  a  neutral  power,  the  army  of  the  other  has  a  right  to  follow  it  there.  In  the  case  of  pirates, 
the  right  of  the  armed  force  of  one  power,  to  follow  them  into  the  territory  of  another,  is  more  complete. 
In  regard  to  pirates,  there  is  no  neutral  party;  they  being  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  all  nations  are 
parties  against  them,  and  may  be  considered  as  allies.  The  object  and  intention  of  our  government  is  to 
respect  the  feelings  as  well  as  the  rights  of  others,  both  in  substance  and  in  form,  in  all  the  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  Should,  therefore,  the  crews  of  any  vessels  which 
you  have  seen  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy,  or  which  you  have  just  cause  to  suspect  of  being  of  that 
character,  retreat  into  the  ports,  harbors,  or  settled  parts  of  the  islands,  you  may  enter,  in  pursuit  of 
them,  such  ports,  harbors  or  settled  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  local  authorities, 
or  people,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  seize  and  bring  the  ofi'enders  to  justice,  previously  giving  notice  that 
this  is  your  sole  object.  Where  a  government  exists,  and  is  felt,  you  will  in  all  instances  i-espect  the 
local  authorities,  and  only  act  in  aid  of  and  co-operation  with  them,  it  being  the  exclusive  purpose  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  piracy — an  object  in  which  all  nations  are  equally  interested; 
and  in  the  accomplishment  of  which,  the  Spanish  authorities  and  people  will,  it  is  presumed,  cordially 
co-operate  with  you.  If,  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates  found  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat  into  the  unsettled  parts 
of  the  islands,  or  foreign  territory,  you  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  them,  so  long  only  as  there  is  reasonable 
prospect  of  being  able  to  apprehend  them;  and  in  no  case  are  you  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  apprehend 
any  one,  after  having  been  forbidden  so  to  do  by  competent  authority  of  the  local  government;  and 
should  you,  on  such  pursuit,  appi'ehend  any  pirates  upon  land,  you  will  deliver  them  over  to  the  proper 
authority,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law,  and  you  will  furnish  such  evidence  as  shall  be  in  your 
power,  to  prove  the  offence  alleged  against  them.  Should  the  local  authorities  refuse  to  receive  and 
prosecute  such  persons  so  apprehended,  on  your  furnishing  them  with  reasonable  evidence  of  their  guilt, 
you  will  then  keep  them  safely  and  securely  on  board  some  of  the  vessels  under  your  command,  and 
report,  without  delay,  to  this  Department,  the  particular  circumstances  of  such  cases. 

Great  complaints  are  made  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to  our  commerce,  by  privateers  fitted  out 
from  Spanish  ports.  You  will  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  a  list  of  the  vessels  so 
commissioned,  and  ascertain  how  far  they  have  been  instructed  to  intercept  our  trade  with' Mexico  and 
the  Colombian  republic;  impressing  upon  them  that,  according  to  the  well  settled  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations,  the  United  States  will  not  consider  any  portion  of  coast  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  legally 
blockaded,  except  where  a  naval  force  is  stationed  sufiBcicnt  to  carry  into'  effect  the  blockading  order  or 
decree;  and  this  government  does  not  recognize  the  right  or  authority  of  Spain  to  interdict  or  interrupt 
our  commerce  with  any  portion  of  the  coast  included  within  the  the  Colombian  republic  or  Mexican 
government,  not  actually  blockaded  by  a  competent  force. 

All  the  United  States  ships  and  vessels  of  war  in  the  West  Indies,  of  which  a  list  is  herewith 
enclosed,  are  placed  under  your  command;  and  you  will  distribute  them  to  such  stations  as  shall  appear 
to  you  best  calculated  to  afford  complete  protection  to  our  commerce,  in  which  you  will  embrace  the 
oliject  of  protecting  the  convoy  of  specie  from  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Mexican, coast  generally,  to  the  United 
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States;  keep  one  vessel,  at  least,  upon  this  service,  to  be  at  or  near  Vera  Cruz  during  the  healthy  season 
of  the  year,  and  to  be  relieved  as  occasion  shall  require,  both  for  convoy  of  trade,  and  to  bring  specie  to 
the  United  States — confining  the  transportation  to  the  United  States  only. 

You  will  be  particularly  watchful  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  oflScers  and  crews  under  your  command, 
and  to  guard  in  every  possible  manner   against  the  unhealthiness  of  the   climate;  not  permitting  any 
intercourse  with  the  shore  where  the  yellow  fever  prevails,  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity. 
Wishing  you  good  health  and  a  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  5.) 

Captain  Porter  has  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that, 
ably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  he,  on  the  1 6th  of  last  month,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  requesting  an  investigation  of  his  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  Foxardo  and  the  charges 
of  Mr.  Randal,  as  early  as  was  consistent  with  the  public  interests;  and  on  the  same  day  he  received 
what  purported  to  be  the  Secretary's  reply,  informing  him  the  Executive  had  determined  that  a  court 
should  be  formed,  to  examine  into  the  occurretices,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Captain  P.  consequently  waited  with  patience  until  the  13th  of  this  month,  when,  not  being  able  to 
learn  that  any  steps  were  taken  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  Executive  will,  he  again  addressed 
the  Secretary  in  the  most  urgent  but  respectful  manner,  to  cause  his  conduct  to  be  investigated,  and 
allow  him,  if  innocent,  to  relieve  himself  from  the  truly  unpleasant  situation  in  which  the  order  for  his 
recall  has  placed  him. 

No  notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  this  request,  and  Captain  P.,  despairing  of  justice  from  any  other 
quarter,  begs  and  entreats  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  cause  it  to  be  rendered  to  him. 

Washingtou,  April  17,  1825. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  5.) 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Passage  Island,  November  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  I  was  informed  that  Lieut. 
Commandant  Piatt,  of  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  who  had  visited  Foxardo,  a  town  on  the  east 
coast  of  Porto  Rico,  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries  respecting  a 
quantity  of  dry  goods,  supposed  to  have  been  deposited  there  by  pirates,  was,  after  being  recognized  as 
an  American  oflBcer,  by  the  proper  authorities  there,  imprisoned  and  shamefully  treated. 

Indignant  at  the  outrages  which  have  so  repeatedly  been  heaped  upon  us  by  the  authorities  of  Porto 
Rico,  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  I  left  the  ship,  and  taking  with  me  the  schooners  Grampus  and 
Beagle,  and  the  boats  of  the  John  Adams,  with  Captain  Dallas  and  part  of  his  officers,  seamen  and 
marines,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  where,  finding  preparations  were  making  to  fire  on  us  from 
the  battery  on  shore,  I  sent  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  to  spike  the  guns,  which  was  done  in  a  few 
minutes,  as  the  Spaniards  fled  on  the  landing  of  the  parly.  I  then  landed  with  two  hundred  men  and 
marched  to  the  town,  spiking  on  the  way  the  guns  of  a  small  battery,  placed  for  the  defence  of  a  pass 
on  the  road,  and  reached  the  town  in  about  thirty  minutes  after  landing.  I  found  them  prepared  for 
defence,  as  they  received  information  from  St.  Thomas  of  my  intentions  of  visiting  the  place.  I  halted 
about  pistol  shot  from  their  forces,  drawn  up  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  sent  in  a  flag  requiring  the 
alcalde  or  governor,  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  principal  offenders,  to  come  to  me  to  make 
atonement  for  the  outrage,  giving  them  one  hour  to  deliberate.  They  appeared  accordingly,  and  after 
begging  pardon  (in  the  presence  of  all  the  officers)  of  the  officer  who  had  been  insulted,  and  expressing 
great  penitence,  I  permitted  them  to  return  to  the  town,  on  their  promising  to  respect  all  American 
officers  who  may  visit  them  hereafter.  We  then  returned  to  the  vessels  and  left  the  harbor  after  being 
at  anchor  three  hours. 

As  we  were  getting,  under  way,  a  number  of  persons  appeared  on  the  beach  bearing  a  white  flag, 
and  having  with  them  some  bullocks  and  a  number  of  horses,  apparently  laden — no  doubt  a  present 
from  the  authorities  of  the  place,  which  they  informed  me  they  should  send  me. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  persons  and  our  flag  will  be  more  respected  hereafter  than  they  have  been  by 
the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico. 

Every  officer  and  man  on  the  occasion  conducted  themselves  in  a  manner  to  meet  my  entire 
approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,   1825. 

This  paper  admitted  to  have  been  received  by  the  Department  on  December  i,  1824. 
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(No.  C.) 
U.  S.  Ship  John  Ad.vms,    Tlwmjjson^s  Island,  January  30,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  21th  ult.,  informing  me  of 
your  receipt  of  mine,  of  the  15th  of  November,  relating  what  you  have  been  pleased  to  term  "the 
extraordinary  transactions  at  Poxardo,"  and  recalling  me  from  my  command  for  a  full  investigation  of 
my  conduct  in  that  affair. 

Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  shall  leave  this  place  for  Washington,  "without  unnecessary  delay,"  and 
have  taken  measures  to  obtain  all  the  testimony  necessary,  and  such  written  evidence  as  I  suppose 
useful;  and  on  my  arrival  in  the  United  States  shall  hold  myself  ready  to  justify  my  conduct  in  every 
particular,  not  only  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  nature,  and  by  highly  approved  precedent,  but,  if 
necessary,  by  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

To  use  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  by  all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  war,  as  well  as  of 
prudence  and  humanity,"  I  was  warranted  in  chastising  and  intimidating  the  authorities  of  a  place  who 
had  not  only  become  the  allies  and  protectors  of  outlaws  and  pirates,  but  our  active  enemies,  by  the 
imprisonment  and  forcible  detention  of  an  American  officer  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
"There  will  need,"  continues  Mr.  Adams,  "no  citation  from  printed  treatises  on  international  law  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is  engraved  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind;  no 
writer  upon  the  laws  of  nations  ever  pretended  to  contradict  it;  none  of  any  reputation  or  authority  ever 
omitted  to  insert  it." 

I  am  willing,  sir,  to  submit  my  conduct  in  this  affair  to  the  strictest  investigation,  and  if  I  cannot 
justify  it,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  to  the  severest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted;  but  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  motives  which  influenced  me  were  founded  in  patriotism,  that  the  necessity  for  my 
conduct  really  existed,  and  that  "  my  vindication  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well 
as  the  first  law  of  nature — self  defence,"  I  shall  then  hope  that  atonement  will  be  made  for  the  forcible 
withdrawal,  for  an  alleged  offence,  from  my  command,  by  restoring  me  to  my  former  station,  and  allowing 
me  to  retire  from  it  in  a  manner  more  honorable  to  myself  and  my  country,  and  less  injurious  to  my 
feelings  and  character. 

This,  sir,  will  be  an  act  of  justice  that  I  hope  will  not  be  denied  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHARLES  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  6.) 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  St.  Thomas,  November  11,  1824. 

Sir:  At  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  American 
consul's  store  had  been  forcibly  entered  on  the  preceding  night,  and  robbed  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
five  thousand  dollars.  With  this  report,  the  American  consul  requested  me,  provided  it  would  prove 
consistent  with  my  duties,  to  sail  in  quest  of  those  whom  it  was  supposed  had  clandestinely  left  the 
harbor  the  night  preceding,  in  a  small  boat,  and  generally  believed  by  those  acquainted  in  St.  Thomas, 
to  have  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Poxardo,  on  the  east  end  of  Porto  Rico.  I  directly  gave  the  necessary 
orders  to  prepare  for  sea;  having  received  a  good  pilot  on  board,  I  was  enabled,  by  noon,  to  proceed  in 
quest  of  the  marauders. 

Standing  along  the  south  side  of  Crabb  Island,  discovered  a  sloop  in  Settlement  Bay;  boarded  her  and 
received  information  of  a  piratical  sloop-rigged  boat  to  leeward,  that  had  been  for  some  time  past  infesting 
the  coast.  This  information  induced  me  to  alter  my  course  and  steer  for  the  west  end  of  Crabb  Island. 
At  10  A.  M.  discovered  a  sloop  beating  to  windward,  and  the  small  sloop-rigged  boat  standing  from 
the  land.     At  10.50,  fired  a  shot  to  bring  the  sloop  to;  at  10.55,  fired  again;  she  hove  about  and  stood 

for  the  land.     Spoke  the  sloop ,  from  St.  Croix,  bound  to  St.  Thomas;  made  all  sail  for  the  sloop 

boat,  which  run  into Bay,  and  her  crew  abandoned  her.     At  11.15,  came  to,  and  took  possession 

of  the  deserted  boat.  At  11.45,  made  sail  and  stood  for  the  S.  E.  end  of  Porto  Rico;  at  sunset  came  to 
in  the  harbor  of  Port  Poxardo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Tth,  a  Creole  visited  me  from  shore,  who  bore  an  invitation  from  the  com- 
mandant to  me  to  visit  him.  At  1  A.  M.,  in  company  with  Lieut.  Ritchie,  the  pilot  and  the  consul's  clerk, 
I  landed.  Por  our  better  success  we  appeared  in  the  characters  of  citizens.  On  my  reaching  the  shore, 
the  register  of  my  vessel  was  demanded.  I  explained  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  the  policy  of  my 
appearing  in  disguise.  This,  however,  proved  of  no  avail;  I  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  Poxardo. 
Supposing  that  the  person  who  made  these  demands  had  no  authority  to  detain  me,  I,  in  companj'  with 
Lieut.  Ritchie,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Poxardo,  and  explained  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  to  the 
captain  of  the  port,  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  produced  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Cabot,  American 
consul,  to  a  merchant  in  that  place,  in  relation  to  the  service  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

Having  observed  the  necessary  forms  and  ceremonies  with  regard  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  we 
then  waited  upon  the  alcalde,  and  further  acquainted  him  with  our  mission,  &c.,  who  proffered  us  every 
assistance;  having  made  a  few  inquiries  in  some  of  the  retail  stores,  which  had  an  inmiediate  tendency 
to  bring  to  light  any  who  may  have  been  engaged  in  this  traffic,  we  received  a  positive  order  to  repair 
to  the  alcalde's  house,  where  we  were  also  received  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  damned  us  as  pirates, 
and  requested  of  me,  register,  papers,  &c.,  &c.  I  stated  I  possessed  no  register;  I  carried  no  papers, 
other  than  my  commission,  and  that  of  my  officers;  we  were  seized  as  culprits,  and  conveyed  to  prison. 
To  satisfy  them  of  my  real  character,  of  which  they  pretended  they  had  no  positive  proof,  I  consented, 
though  repungnant  to  my  feeling-s,  to  have  my  commission  sent  me.     After  its  production  they  declared 
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it  a  forgery,  and  again  remanded  us  to  prison,  declaring  he  would  not  release  us  until  he  had  heard  from 
St.  Johns.  I  then  demanded  to  know  what  was  further  required;  the  reply  was,  "your  appointment  as 
lieutenant  commandant  of  that  vessel  is  what  you  must  produce." 

I  at  first  hesitated,  and  would  not  comply;  but  not  wishing  on  my  part  to  commit  any  action  which 
might  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony  existing  between  our  respective  governments,  I  produced 
my  appointment  as  lieutenant  commandant.    A  council  of  olficers  was  called  with  other  citizens  of  the  place, 
who,  after  having  heaped  upon  us  the  most  shameful  outrages,  permitted  us  to  depart  on  board. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  CHAS.  T.  PLATT,  Lieul.  Commandant  U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle. 

To  Com.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  files  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Na\"i-  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  7.) 

Washington,  March  16,  1825. 
Sir:  It  is  now  sixteen  days  since  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  of  27th  December,  and  I  have  anxiously  since  aw.aited  your  further  instructions. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  interruptions  the  recent  changes  in  government,  and  other  circumstances, 
have  occasioned  to  the  transaction  of  public  business;  and  however  irksome  and  uncertain  may  be  my 
present  situation,  and  whatever  anxiety  I  may  feel  on  the  occasion,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  press  on  the 
Department  my  own  affiairs  in  preference  to  those  of  more  importance;  I  cannot,  however,  help  requesting 
that  there  may  be  as  little  delay  in  the  investigation  of  my  conduct,  both  as  regards  the  affair  at  Foxardo, 
and  the  statements  of  Mr.  Randall  and  Mountain,  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  interests. 

The  state  of  ignorance  and  uncertainty  in  which  I  have  been  kept,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  desire  of  vindicating  myself  to  the  government  and  the  public,  and  relieving  myself  from  a 
species  of  suspension  and  supposed  condemnation,  must  be  my  apology  for  now  troubling  you. 

Oificers  continue  to  make  me  their  reports,  and  to  request  of  me  orders.  Not  knowing  whether  the 
Department  still  consider  me  in  command  of  the  West  Indies  squadron,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  how  to  act; 
will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  on  the  subject? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Departmext,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  7.) 

St.  Thomas,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  store  of  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  was  broken  open  on  the 
night  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  property  to  a  considerable  amount  stolen;  and  having  strong  reasons  to 
believe  that  the  robbery  was  committed  by  a  gang  of  thieves,  who  harbor  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  I 
communicated  the  same  to  Captain  Piatt,  of  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  and  he  very  promptly 
offered  to  go  there  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  started  for  Foxardo  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  with  a  pilot, 
which  I  furnished  him,  and  a  young  man  from  the  counting  house,  with  a  description  of  the  goods,  and  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Juan  Campos,  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  houses  in  this  place,  and  well 
known  in  that  quarter.  The  manner  in  which  Captain  Piatt  was  received  and  treated  has,  no  doubt,  been 
communicated  to  you  by  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Bergeest  &  Whlhorn,  confirming  the  facts  of  the  late 
robberies  in  this  island,  having  in  most  instances  been  traced  to  the  quarter  of  Porto  Rico,  where  Captain 
Piatt  went. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  CABOT,  United  States  Consular  Agent. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  files  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  8.) 

Washington,  Ajoril  13,  1825. 
Sir:  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  obtrusive  in  me  to  remind  you  of  the  extremely  unpleasant 
situation  in  which  your  orders  of  the  27th  December  have  placed  me. 

You  will  recollect,  no  doubt,  that  they  required  me  to  repair  to  this  place  imlhout  unnecessary  delay, 
to  explain  my  conduct  in  relation  to  the  Foxardo  affair;  from  this  positive  injunction,  they  deprive  me  of 
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the  opportunity,  without  taking  on  myself  great  responsibility,  of  obtaining  by  personal  application  the 
written  testimony  necessary  in  the  case;  not  knowing  the  causes  which  influenced  you  in  urging  my 
recall  so  speedilj'-,  and  not  wishing  to  have  unnecessary  delay  ascribed  to  any  wish  on  my  part,  the  day 
of  my  arrival  here  (the  1st  of  MarcTi,)  I  reported  to  you  my  attendance  on  your  further  orders.  No  notice 
being  paid  to  this  report,  after  an  interview  had  with  the  President,  I  again  addressed  you  at  his  sugges- 
tion, on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  same  day  I  received  your  letter  apprising  me  that  by  the 
determination  of  the  Executive,  a  court  of  inquiry  would  be  formed,  to  examine  into  the  occurrences  at 
Foxardo,  as  well  as  the  charges  of  Mr.  Randall,  so  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  waited  patiently  your  convenience,  regardless  of  the  anxiety  and  importunity 
of  my  friends,  not  wishing  to  press  my  business  on  you  to  the  exclusion  of  matters  which  might  now 
appear  to  you  of  more  importance  to  the  public  interest  than  the  investigation  of  my  conduct  in  the 
Foxardo  affair,  or  the  charges  against  myself  and  others  as  contained  in  Mr.  Randall's  statements.  I 
must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  however,  that  the  manner  of  my  recall  proves  that,  at  the  time  your 
order  of  the  27th  December  was  issued,  the  investigation  of  the  affair  which  caused  it  was  considered  of 
great  national  importance,  and  a  note  subsequently  received  from  Mr.  Monroe  not  only  confirms  this 
belief,  but  proves  that  he  still  thought  so  after  he  had  gone  out  of  office.  I  must  also  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  now,  the  punishment  to  me  is  none  the  less  on  account 
of  the  change,  if  any  change  has  taken  place.  The  affair  of  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  recall- — the 
affair  of  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  being  displaced  from  my  command — it  is  that  affair  which  now 
keeps  me  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  my  official  functions — it  was  that  which  caused  you  to  pronounce 
censure  on  me,  to  punish  and  degrade  me,  before  any  complaint  against  me,  before  trial,  and  before  I  was 
called  on  for  explanation. 

If,  sir,  opinion  is  changed;  if,  by  information  since  received  from  other  quarters,  you  have  been 
induced  to  believe  that  the  public  interests  do  not  require  so  much  haste  in  the  investigation  as  you  at 
first  supposed,  it  would  seem  but  just  that  my  own  anxieties  and  the  anxieties  of  those  whose  peace  of 
mind  I  regard,  and  good  opinion  I  highly  respect,  should  be  relieved  by  some  intimation  of  j'our  inten- 
tions with  regard  to  me;  that  there  should  be,  in  fact,  some  relaxation  in  the  severity  of  the  course  adopted 
toward  me. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  trouble  you  with  any  complaint  whatever;  but  I  feel  that  I  should  neither 
do  my  duty  to  myself,  to  what  I  owe  to  others,  and  indeed  to  the  service  to  which  I  belong,  if  by  a  longer 
silence  I  gave  reason  to  believe  that  I  acquiesced  in  a  course  of  conduct  toward  me,  which,  when  a  full 
investigation  takes  place,  and  all  the  facts  are  known,  few,  I  think,  will  acknowledge  is  founded  on  justice. 

The  Executive,  it  appears,  has  decided  that  a  court  of  inquiry  shall  be  ordered  to  investigate  my 
conduct.  Why  then  deprive  me  of  the  opportunity  of  making  my  explanation,  by  delaying  the  execution 
of  the  Executive  will?  Upwards  of  six  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  reported  my  arrival  here,  and  as  yet 
I  only  know  the  determination  of  the  Executive. 

The  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  by  whom  the  investigation  is  to  be  made,  are  unknown  to  me; 
no  definite  period  is  fixed  on  for  the  holding  of  the  court,  and  I  therefore  most  respectfully  ask  what  is 
your  determination  with  respect  to  me?  that  I  may  know  what  course  of  conduct  it  would  be  proper  for 
me  to  pursue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  8.) 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  our  friend,  Mr.  Stephen  Cabot,  we  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  some  facts  rela- 
tive to  the  robbery  lately  committed  in  this  island. 

Our  own  store,  and,  amongst  others,  those  of  our  neighbors,  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  John  Kettle 
Esq.,  Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  Saubot,  Zobert  &  Co.,  were  forcibly  broken  open,  property  to  a  very 
large  amount  stolen,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  goods  traced  to  Nagaubo,  near  Foxardo;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  and  the  circumstance  that  about  ten  days  previous  to  the  robbery  committed  in  the 
store  of  Messrs.  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  a  gang  of  desperate  thieves  made  their  escape  from  the  prison  at 
the  city  of  Puerto  Rico;  as  also  every  search  had  been  made  here  on  shore,  as  well  as  in  the  harbor, 
and  nothing  discovered,  except  that  the  goods  stolen  had  been  carried  off  by  the  sea  side,  induced  us  to 
recommend  to  those  gentlemen  sending  down  a  person  to  Foxardo,  as  being  probably  the  means  of  tracing 
the  robbers. 

Desirous  of  assisting  our  friends  Messrs.  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.  in  this  object,  we  gave  one  of  their 
clerks,  and  whom  we  undertood  was  to  go  down  in  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle,  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  our  friend,  Mr.  Juan  Campos,  in  Foxardo,  who  had,  on  former  occasions  of  the  same  nature  been 
the  means  of  discovering  the  property  and  perpetrators,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  and 
our  own. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servants, 

BERGEEST  &  WHLHORN. 

St.  Thomas,  November  11,  1824. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  files  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 
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(No.  9.) 

Meridian  Hill,  June  14,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  me,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  transactions  at  Foxardo;  and 
expressing  your  surprise  that  I  should  have  considered  it  proper,  while  my  case  and  the  report  of  the 
court  of  inquiry  were  still  under  consideration  of  the  Executive,  to  make  a  publication  relating  thereto; 
and  especially  a  publication  in  so  many  respects  deiicient  and  inaccurate. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you,  that  the  publication  alluded  to  was  put  to  press,  and  nearly  ready  for 
distribution,  before  I  received  any  intimation  from  you  of  an  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  that 
further  proceedings  in  the  case  were  deemed  necessary;  an  intimation  which  occasioned  to  me  great  sur- 
prise, and  it  was  only  the  hope  of  removing  from  the  mind  of  the  Executive  an  idea  of  this  necessity 
which  induced  me  to  circulate  it,  after  being  so  notified,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  note  accompanying 
the  pamphlet  sent  you  a  few  days  after  your  notification;  a  notification  which,  pardon  me,  sir,  I  did 
believe  was  intended  for  the  sole  purpose  of  stopping  my  publication,  as  I  could  find  no  other  motive  for 
it,  nor  have  I  yet  been  able  to  find  any  other,  as  I  am  to  this  day  not  arrested,  as  I  was  informed  by  you 
I  should  be  in  a  few  days. 

If,  by  an  intimation  of  the  deficiencies  and  inaccuracies  which  my  pamphlet  contains,  it  is  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  of  a  willful  misrepresentation  on  my  part,  I  beg  you  to  point  out  in  what  it  con- 
sists. The  record  of  the  proceedings  as  published  is  copied  from  the  record  of  the  judge  advocate,  and 
the  documents,  whether  rtyected  or  otherwise,  for  or  against  me,  so  far  as  I  could  possess  myself  of  them, 
accompany  the  publication;  and  I  certainly  have  not  omitted  any  against  me,  that  were  admitted  by  the 
court  as  testimony;  to  the  contrary,  I  have  inserted  one  of  that  character  which  was  rejected  by  the 
court  as  unauthentic,  to  wit,  the  Porto  Rico  publication.  There  are  one  or  two  trifling  typographical 
errors,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  word  clothes  instead  of  colors,  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Piatt, 
page  15,  and  I  think  an  omission  to  italicise  the  words  "fearful  odds,"  in  page  3T,  which  surely  cannot 
be  the  inaccuracies  and  deficiencies  alluded  to,  as  the  first  error  is  calculated  to  operate  against  myself,  and 
the  other,  if  it  really  exists,  is  of  no  importance.  There  is  also  an  unimportant  letter  from  you  to  the 
court,  transmitting  the  rejected  documents,  which  by  a  note  in  page  31,  and  the  report  of  the  court, 
which,  by  a  remark  in  page  32,  I  acknowledge  not  to  be  in  my  possession. 

The  first  was  refused  to  me  by  the  judge  advocate;  the  latter  I  am  still  ignorant  of,  but  the  publica- 
tion of  both  I  now  respectfully  invite. 

The  anonymous  publication  in  yesterday's  Journal,  of  the  same  date  of  your  letter,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  language  of  it,  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  source  whence  it  originated;  I,  consequently, 
considering  my  relationship  to  the  Department,  feel  restrained  from  making  suitable  comments  thereon; 
it  is,  therefore,  only  left  for  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  promised  period  for  rectifying  the  errors  and 
supplying  the  deficiencies  which  are  said  to  exist  in  the  pamphlet,  may  soon  arrive;  and  until  it  does,  I 
hereby  voluntarily  pledge  my  "  sacred  honor"  that  none  will  appear  in  it,  except  those  I  have  indicated, 
so  far  as  I  could,  by  every  effort  on  my  part,  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  I  have  obtained  them  correctly. 

If  it  is  intended  to  intimate  that  the  reasonings  contained  in  my  defence  are  fallacious,  and  present 
an  improper  view  of  the  subject,  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  the  expressions  of  my  honest,  unaided 
opinions  and  convictions,  and  that  I  should  have  delivered  them  before  the  court,  had  I  been  allowed  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so.  They  are  before  the  public;  the  public  will  judge  of  their  value,  and  I  now 
more  than  ever  feel  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  its  decision. 

I  am  not  impatient  of  it,  and  wait  the  convenience  of  the  Department,  in  whatever  measures  it  may 
think  proper  to  adopt  towards  me. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that  I  am  still  ignorant  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on  the 
charges  of  Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain,  and  to  request  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  public,  that  it 
may  be  able  to  judge  whether  I  am  innocent  or  guilty  of  them.  If  the  court  have  pronounced  me  inno- 
cent, I  am  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  their  opinion;  if  I  am  guilty,  I  am  unworthy  of  holding  my  com- 
mission, and  should  wish  no  longer  to  disgrace  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Saml.  L.  Southard. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  10.) 

Washington,  3Iaij  2,  1825. 
Sir:  The  accompanying  pamphlet,  which  was  put  to  press  shortly  after  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  on  the  Foxardo  affair,  contains  all  the  explanations  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  make,  in  justification 
of  my  conduct. 

I  never  had,  at  any  time,  any  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  I  pursued,  nor  have  I  now;  and 
it  will  be  the  source  of  great  regret  to  me,  if,  after  a  perusal  of  the  pamphlet,  further  proceedings  in  the 
case  should  be  thought  necessary. 

If  it  be  thought  that  I  have  erred  in  judgment,  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  I  presume,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Departjient,  July  6,  1825. 
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(No.  11.) 
The  pamphlet  referred  to  in  the  second  specification,  is  inserted  after  No.  43. 


(No.  12.) 

Captain  Porter  having-  examined  the  proposed  interrogatories  of  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  part  of  the  judge 
advocate,  is,  after  mature  reflection,  and  with  the  best  advice  in  his  power  to  obtain,  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  by  what  authority  the  proposed  commission  to  examine  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  manner  proposed,  has 
been  claimed  by  the  judge  advocate;  or  how  any  evidence  to  be  taken  under  it,  can  be  admitted  in  the 
place  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  in  person,  before  the  court;  or  what  legitimate  relation  or  bearing 
the  evidence  which  the  said  interrogatories  import  an  intention  to  produce,  can  have  to  any  matter 
involved  in  the  present  trial. 

Having  repeatedly  called  upon  the  judge  advocate  for  some  precise  specification  of  the  circumstances 
wherein  the  supposed  guilt  implied  by  the  accusation,  under  the  head  of  the  second  charge,  consists,  and 
of  the  gist  or  point  of  the  accusation  to  which  the  proposed  evidence  applies,  he  forbears  any  further 
attempt  to  penetrate  the  mysterious  and  studied  silence,  by  which  all  reasonable  information  on  this 
point  is  concealed.  He  therefore,  simply  proposes  the  following  interrogatories  on  his  part;  being  all 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  he  can  conjecture  to  be  at  all  pertinent  to  any  fact  of  which  the  judge 
advocate's  interrogatories  indicate  an  intention  to  make  inquiry  and  proof  But  he  does  so  under  a 
solemn  protest  against  the  legality,  the  justice,  and  the  fairness,  upon  any  principle  of  law,  equity,  or 
candor,  of  the  whole  proceedings,  and  distinctly  reserving  to  himself,  when  the  execution  of  this  preten- 
ded commission  shall  be  produced,  every  proper  exception  to  the  regularity  or  competency  of  such  com- 
mission, and  of  the  execution  of  the  same;  and  to  the  pertinency  and  admissibility  of  any  evidence  to  be 
offered  under  it;  if  to  him  it  shall  seem  necessary  or  proper  to  interpose  such  exceptions. 


(No.  13.) 
For  the  original  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  see  page  133. 


(No.  14.) 

Meridian  Hill,  June  15,  1825. 
Sik:  In  consequence  of  an  anonymous  publication  which  appeared  in  your  paper  of  the  14th,  and 
dated  the  13th,  respecting  my  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  in  the  Foxardo  aifair,  &c.,  I  have  to 
request  you  to  publish  the  accompanying  correspondence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Mr.  Peter  Force. 

Navy  Department,  3Iay  28,  1825. 
Sir:  The  court  of  inquirj^,  lately  assembled  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington,  has  closed  its  examina- 
tion into  the  matters  submitted  to  it,  and  made  report  to  the  Department. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Executive  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  that  further  pro- 
ceedings should  be  had  in  relation  to  the  transactions  at  Foxardo,  and  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
charges  will  be  preferred,  you  will  be  arrested,  and  a  court-martial  summoned  for  your  trial. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Capt.  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Washington,  Hay  30,  1825. 

Sir:  Late  on  Saturday  night  (the  28th)  I  received  from  your  messenger  your  communication  of  that 
date,  informing  me  that  the  court  of  inquiry  had  closed  its  examination  into  the  matters  submitted  to  it, 
and  made  report  to  the  Department;  also,  apprising  me  of  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  with  regard 
to  me. 

Ignorant,  as  I  am,  of  the  report  of  the  court,  I  can  form  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  charges 
intended  to  be  preferred  against  me,  the  motives  of  the  Executive,  or  the  object  of  the  notification.  I 
have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  ask  of  you  the  necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  prepare  for  my 
defence. 

With  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Washington,  June  2,  1825. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  pamphlet,  which  was  put  to  press  shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inquiry  on  the  Foxardo  affair,  contains  all  the  explanations  I  shall  ever  be  able 
to  make  in  justification  of  my  conduct. 

I  never  had,  at  any  time,  any  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  I  pursued — nor  have  I  now;  and 
it  will  be  the  source  of  great  regret  to  me,  if,  after  a  perusal  of  the  pamphlet,  further  proceedings  in  the 
case  should  be  thought  necessary. 
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If  it  be  thought  that  I  have  erred  in  judgment,  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  I  presume,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  J).  PORTER. 

Hon.  Saiiuel  L.  Southard. 

Navy  Department,  June.  13. 
Sir:  Your  letter,  transmitting  a  pamphlet  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and 
the  transactions  at  Foxardo,  &c.,  was  received,  and  the  copy,  endorsed  for  the  President,  immediately 
delivered  to  him. 

It  is  the  cause  of  surprise  that  you  should  have  considered  it  proper,  while  your  case  and  the  report 
of  the  court  of  inquiry  were  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Executive,  to  make  a  publication  relat- 
ing thereto,  and  especially  a  publication  in  so  many  respects  deficient  and  inaccurate. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Meridian  Hill,  June  14,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday'.s  date,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished by  me,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  transactions  at  Foxardo,  &c.,  and 
expressing  your  surprise  that  I  should  have  considered  it  proper,  while  my  case  and  the  report  of  the 
court  of  inquiry  were  still  under  consideration  of  the  Executive,  to  make  a  publication  relating  thereto, 
and  especially  a  publication  in  so  many  respects  "  deficient  and  inaccurate." 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  that  the  publication  alluded  to  was  put  to  press  and  nearly  ready  for  dis- 
tribution before  I  received  any  intimation  from  you  of  an  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  that 
further  proceedings  in  the  case  were  deemed  necessary;  an  intimation  which  occasioned  to  me  great 
surprise,  and  it  was  only  with  the  hope  of  removing  from  the  mind  of  the  Executive  an  idea  of  this 
necessity,  which  induced  me  to  circulate  it  after  being  so  notified,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  note  accom- 
panying the  pamphlet  sent  you  a  few  days  after  your  notification;  which,  pardon  me,  sir,  I  did  believe 
was  intended  for  the  sole  purpose  of  stopping  my  publication,  as  I  could  find  no  other  motive  for  it,  nor 
have  I  yet  been  able  to  find  any  other,  as  I  am  to  this  day  not  arrested,  as  I  was  informed  by  you  I 
should  be. 

If,  by  an  intimation  of  the  deficiencies  and  inaccuracies  which  my  pamphlet  contains,  it  is  intended 
to  convey  the  idea  of  a  willful  misrepresentation  on  my  part,  I  beg  you  to  point  out  in  what  it  consists. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings,  as  published,  is  copied  from  the  record  of  the  judge  advocate;  and 
the  documents,  whether  rejected  or  otherwise, /o?-  or  against  me,  so  far  as  I  could  possess  myself  of  them, 
accompanying  the  publication;  and  I  certainly  have  not  omitted  any  against  me  that  were  admitted  by 
the  court  as  testimony;  to  the  contrary,  I  have  inserted  one  of  that  character  which  was  rejected  by  the 
court  as  unauthentic,  to  wit,  the  Porto  Rico  government  publication. 

There  are  one  or  two  trifling  typographical  errors,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  word  clothes 
instead  of  colors,  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Piatt,  page  15,  and  I  think  an  omission  to  italicise  the  words 
"fearful  odds,"  in  page  37,  which  surely  cannot  be  the  inaccuracies  and  deficiencies  alluded  to,  as  the 
first  error  is  calculated  to  operate  against  myself,  and  the  other,  if  it  really  exists,  is  of  no  importance. 
There  is  also  an  unimportant  letter  from  you  to  the  court,  transmitting  the  rejected  documents,  which  by 
a  note  in  page  31,  and  the  report  of  the  court,  which  by  a  remark  in  page  32,  I  acknowledge  not  to  be  in 
iny  possession.  The  first  was  refused  to  me  by  the  judge  advocate.  The  latter  I  am  still  ignorant  of; 
but  the  publication  of  both  I  now  respectfully  invite. 

The  anonymous  production  in  yesterday's  Journal,  of  the  same  date  of  your  letter,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  language  of  it,  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  source  whence  it  originated.  I,  consequently, 
considering  my  relationship  to  the  Department,  feel  restrained  from  making  suitable  comments  thereon. 
It  is,  therefore,  only  left  for  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  promised  period  for  rectifying  the  errors 
and  supplying  the  deficiencies  which  are  said  to  exist  in  the  pamphlet  may  soon  arrive;  and  until  it 
does,  I  hereby  voluntarily  pledge  my  "sacred  honor"  that  none  will  appear  in  it,  except  those  I  have 
indicated,  so  far  as  I  could,  bj^  every  effort  on  my  part,  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  and  I  have  no  doubt  I  have  obtained  them  correctly. 

If  it  is  intended  to  intimate  that  the  reasons  contained  in  my  defence  are  fallacious,  and  present  an 
improper  view  of  the  subject,  I  can  only  say  they  are  the  expressions  of  my  honest,  unaided  opinion  and 
convictions,  and  that  I  should  have  delivered  them  before  the  court,  had  I  l3een  allowed  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  They  are  before  the  public;  the  public  will  judge  of  their  value;  and  I  now  more  than 
ever  feel  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  its  decisitm.  I  am  not  impatient  of  it,  and  wait  the  convenience 
of  the  Department  in  whatever  measures  it  may  think  proper  to  adopt  towards  me. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that  I  am  still  ignorant  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on 
the  charges  of  Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain,  and  to  request  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  public,  that 
it  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  I  am  innocent  or  guilty  of  them. 

If  the  court  has  pronounced  me  innocent,  I  am  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  their  opinion;  if  I  am 
guilty,  I  am  unworthy  of  holding  my  commission,  and  should  wish  no  longer  to  disgrace  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sajiuel  L.  Southard. 


(No.  15.) 
Variances,  <&c. 

Pamphlet,  p.  11,  7th  line — "Into  the  matters  aforesaid,"  original  matter.     21st  line — "And  (it)  is 
also  empowered;"  original,  it  omitted. 

P.  13,  3d  paragraph — in  pamphlet — "  Captain  David  Porter  also  appeared,  and  being  asked  whether 
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he  had  any  objection  to  offer  against  either  of  the  members  of  the  court,  replied  that  he  had  no  specific 
objection  to  individuals,  but  he  objected  to  the  materials  of  which  the  court  was  composed;  and  stated 
further  that  he  had  some  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  precept;  that  he  did  not  think 
the  court  was  legally  formed.     The  oath,"  &c. 

The  original  record  reads: 

"  Captain  David  Porter  also  appeared,  and  being  asked  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  offer  against 
either  of  the  members  of  the  court,  replied  that  he  had  no  specific  objection  to  urge,  but  that  he  had 
some  remarks  which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  court  after  it  was  organized,  and 
previous  to  its  proceeding  to  make  the  investigation  for  which  it  was  convened.    Whereupon  the  oath,"  &c. 

P.  15,  line  27 — after  the  word  breakfast,  "  about  an  hour  after  I  finished  my  breakfast"  I  received, 
&c. ;  the  words  between  inverted  commas  omitted.     Line  38 — clothes  instead  of  colors. 

P.  16,  10th  line  from  bottom — cofined  instead  of  confined. 

P.  n,  end  of  third  line,  my  omitted. 

P.  20,  1th  line  from  bottom,  after  the  word  court,  the  paper  was,  omitted  in  pamphlet. 

P.  22,  3d  line  of  the  proceedings  of  Thursday,  receiving  instead  of  perusing.  2d  line  of  last  para- 
graph, (marked  F,)  not  in  original. 

P.  23,  first  line,  after  paper,  "it  was  accordingly  read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  F,"  omit- 
ted, llth  line  from  bottom,  after  the  word  which,  the  words  "holds  the  highest  commission  which" 
omitted  in  pamphlet. 

P.  26,  8  th  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  text,  the  word  some  omitted  before  resistance. 

P.  27,  9th  line,  the  first  word  then  not  in  original.  2d  paragraph,  were  instead  of  being,  and  the 
sentence  made  to  end  at  men,  instead  of  going  on  through  the  paragraph. 

P.  29,  18th  line  from  bottom,  the  word  up  not  in  original. 

P.  30,  2d  paragraph,  half-past  ten  instead  of  two. 

P.  31,  the  sentence  "The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  should  probably  be  in  posses- 
sion of  more  testimony  to  submit  to-morrow,  but  had  none  to  lay  before  the  court  at  this  time,"  omitted 
before  the  adjournment  till  12  o'clock  to-moruow,  and  the  two  sentences  after  that  adjournment  not  in 
original. 

In  the  proceedings  of  Saturdaj',  1st  paragraph,  the  original  reads  "  Present:  all  the  members  of  the 
court,  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter."  2d  paragraph,  the  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  marked  (G),  not  inserted  in  the  pamphlet. 

P.  32,  the  third  paragraph  not  in  the  original.  A  note  attached  on  the  original  record,  at  the  end  of 
the  first  paragraph,  omitted.  The  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  paragraphs  all  vary  from  the  original,  and  the 
report  of  the  court  is  entirely  omitted. 

The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  not  introduced  into  the  original  record,  but 
annexed  to  the  subsequent  proceeding;  and  the  word pi'oposed,  at  the  end  of  the  4th  paragraph,  instead 
of  prepared. 

In  the  documents,  given  in  evidence,  the  original  record  gives: 

No.  1.  Letter  from  Captain  Porter  to  Secretary  of  Navy,  of  November  15,  1824. 

No.  2.  Same  to  same,  January  1,  1825. 

No.  3.  Stephen  Cabot  to  Commodore  Porter,  November  12,  1824. 

No.  4.  Bergeest  and  IJlliorn  to  same,  November  11,  1824' 

No.  5.  Charles  T.  Piatt  to  same,  November  11,  1824. 

No.  6.  Secretary  of  Navy  to  same,  February  1,  1823. 

In  the  pamphlet,  pp.  43,  &c.,  the  papers  3,  4,  5,  are  transposed;  No.  6  wholly  omitted,  and  one 
inserted  as  No.  6,  which  never  was  submitted  to  the  court  in  that  investigation. 

Page  34,  5th  line  from  bottom,  were  instead  of  ivas. 

Page  36,  commencement  of  6th  paragraph,  the  words  "I  beg  leave  to  state  further  that"  omitted. 
Same  paragraph,  3d  line,  after  court,  the  original  reads  "and  I  should  now  waive  all  objections,"  &c. 
Same  paragraph,  3d  line  from  bottom,  the  word  as  not  in  the  record. 

Page  37,  3d  line,  the  -wovd  formed  omitted  in  the  pamphlet,  before  regulated.  9th  line  of  2d  para- 
graph, the  design  instead  of  designed.  9th  and  8th  lines  from  bottom  of  paper  B,  "considering  the  fearful 
odds  I  have  to  contend  against,"  italicised  in  the  original. 

Page  71,  3d  and  4th  lines  of  3d  paragraph,  to  any  subject  instead  of  to  the  subject. 

Page  42,  11th  line  of  2d  paragraph,  apiower  instead  oi  its  power. 


(No.  16.) 

In  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter,  now  before  the  general  court-martial  at  the  Marine  barracks  at 
Washington,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  by  and  between  the  judge  advocate  and  the  said  Captain  D.  Porter,  that 
the  following  statement  of  facts  is  true,  and  that  the  attendance  of  witnesses  to  prove  the  same  is  dis- 
pensed with  on  each  side: 

Captain  Porter  did,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1824,  write  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  true 
copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  and  did  dispatch  the  same  from  the  place  where  it  purports  to  have 
been  written,  by  Lieutenant  Legare,  of  the  United  States  schooner  Wild  Cat,  to  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

It  is  agreed,  also,  that  Lieutenant  Legare  sailed  in  the  United  States  schooner  Wild  Cat,  from  Matau- 
zas,  for  Washington,  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1824,  with  the  said  letter  of  the  28th,  and  that  Captain 
Porter  sailed  from  the  same  place,  Matanzas,  on  the  15th  day  of  June  following. 

Lieutenant  Legare  did  arrive  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  did  deliver  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  at  his  house,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  evening  of  June  24th,  1824. 

Captain  Porter  arrived  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  Sea  Gull,  some  time  on  the  same  24th  day 
of  June,  some  hours  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Legare,  having  passed  him  in  the  river,  on  his 
way  up.  The  arrival  of  Captain  Porter  was  announced  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  or  two  hours 
before  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Legare,  and  the  delivery  of  the  said  letter  at  the  house  of  the  Secretary, 
who  thereupon  expressed  great  surprise  at  receiving  the  intelligence,  and  stated  it  to  have  been  wholly 
unexpected  by  him. 
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(No.  IT.) 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  requests  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  to  inform  him  from  whom  they  received 
t'  e  correspondence  which  was  published  iu  the  "  Daily  National  Intelligencer,"  of  the  30th  of  March  last, 
purporting  to  be  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Commodore  David  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  April  15,  1825. 


(No.  18.) 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  presents  his  respects  to  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  and  informs  them  that 
his  object  in  writing  the  note  to  which  theirs  of  the  16th  is  au  answer,  was  to  discover  whether  the  cor- 
respondence referred  to  was  communicated  by  an  oflScer  of  the  navy,  and  if  so,  by  what  officer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  believes  that  it  was  improper  in  any  officer,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  communicate  that  correspondence  to  the  public.  He  would,  therefore,  be  gratified  to  learu 
who  the  officer  is,  if  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  feel  perfectly  at  liberty  to  give  the  information.  He 
wishes  not,  however,  to  create  the  slightest  difficulty  between  them  and  their  correspondent,  or  to  obtain 
from  them  what  it  would  be  in  the  least  improper  for  them  to  communicate. 

Navy  Department,  April  18,  1825. 


(No.    19.) 
Cojjies  of  letters  from  Gales  and  Seaton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Gales  and  Seatou  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  requesting  them  "to  inform  him  from  whom  they  received  the  correspondence  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  of  the  30th  of  March  last,  purporting  t(j  be  a  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Commodore  D.  Porter."  G.  and  S.  have  the  honor  to  state,  iu 
reply  to  this  note,  that  the  copy  of  the  correspondence  was  received  from  an  officer  of  the  navy.  If  it 
be  not  genuine,  or  be  incorrect,  the  name  of  the  communicator  will  be  instantly  disclosed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Office  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  April  16,  1825. 

Office  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  April  19,  1825. 

Gales  and  Seaton  present  their  respects  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  his  note  of  the  date  of  yesterday.  In  seeking  for  their  readers,  from  sources  accessible  to  them,  infor- 
mation of  an  authentic  nature  concerning  a  matter  already  spread  before  the  public  by  official  documents, 
they  were  not  aware  that  they  should  for  themselves,  or  for  the  gentleman  who  kindly  furnished  the 
copies  of  the  papers  referred  to,  incur  the  disapprobation  of  the  Department. 

The  authenticity  of  those  papers  not  being  questioned,  and  the  name  of  the  officer  being  desired,  it 
would  appear,  only  to  disapprove  of  his  conduct,  the  editors  being  unwilling  to  compromit  any  one  for  a 
service  rendered  to  them,  if  not  the  public,  take  leave  most  respectfully  to  decline  a  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  assuring  him  at  the  same  time,  with  great  sincerity,  that  there  is  not  an 
officer  in  this  government  to  whose  known  wishes  it  would  give  them  greater  pleasure  at  any  time  to 
accede. 

P.  S. — It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  state  that,  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  above  stated,  G.  and  S. 
have  not  held  any  consultation  with  their  correspondent  who  furnished  the  papers  in  question. 


(No.  20.) 
Commodore  Porter. 

We  have  been  informed  that,  though  in  point  of  fact  we  were  not  in  error  in  our  note  appended  to 
remarks  taken  from  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  and  inserted  in  ours  of  the  28th  instant,  yet,  notwithstanding 
that.  Commodore  Porter  no  longer  holds  command  of  the  West  India  squadron.  We  have,  therefore,  with 
a  view  of  it  being  correct  and  preventing  wrong  impressions,  sought,  and  obtained,  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  the  recall  of  Commodore  Porter,  which  we  can  see  no  impropriety  in  publish- 
ing at  this  time,  as  the  letters  have  no  bearing  on  the  merits  of  the  question  to  be  hereafter  decided,  as  to 
the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  his  conduct  in  the  Poxardo  affair. 

It  has  been  publicly  and  officially  announced  by  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress, 
that  Commodore  Porter  has,  in  consequence  of  that  affair,  been  recalled,  and  it  is  proper  tiiat  the  nation 
should  know  the  true  position  of  the  case.  The  Executive,  no  doubt,  conceived  itself  to  be  right  iu  recall- 
ing him,  and  from  the  confident  tone  of  the  commodore's  reply,  there  can  be  as  little  doubt  that  he  thinks 
himself  right  in  what  he  has  done.  If  he  can  justify  himself  no  evil  can  result  to  him  from  what  has 
taken  place;  if  he  cannot,  he  can  have  no  objection  in  submitting  to  the  punishment  he  has  volunteered 
to  suffer. 

The  "  instructions  "  to  the  commodore  have  been  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Navy  Department, 
and  the  public  can  form  an  opinion  how  far  he  can  sustain  himself  by  them.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how 
far  he  can  justify  himself  by  the  "laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,"  and  by  highly  approved  precedent. 

Navy  Department,  December  27,  1825. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  November  last,  relating  to  the  extraordinary  transactions  at  Foxardo, 
in  the  Island  of  Porto  Kico,  on  the  —  of  that  month  has  been  received  and  considered. 
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It  is  not  intended,  at  this  time,  to  pi-onounce  an  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  those  transactions  on  your 
part,  but  their  importance  demands  for  them  a  full  investigation,  and  you  will  proceed  without  unneces- 
sary delay  to  this  place,  to  furnish  such  explanations  as  may  be  required,  of  everything  connected  with 
their  cause,  origin,  progress,  and  termination.  For  that  purpose,  you  will  bring  with  you  those  ofiBcers 
whose  testimony  is  necessary,  particularly  Lieut.  Piatt,  and  such  written  evidence  as  you  may  suppose 
useful. 

You  will  return  in  such  convenient  vessel  as  may  be  best  spared  from  the  squadron,  and  on  your 
leaving  the  station,  you  will  deliver  the  command  to  Captain  Warrington,  with  all  such  papers,  instruc- 
tions, and  information  as  may  be  useful  to  enable  him  in  the  most  effectual  manner  to  accomplish  all  the 
objects  for  which  the  vessels  now  under  your  command  were  placed  there. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  ilexico,  &c. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Tliomjyson's  Island,  January  30,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  21th  ultimo,  informing  me  of 
your  reception  of  mine  of  the  15th  of  November,  relating  to  what  you  have  been  pleased  to  term  "  the 
extraordinary  transactions  at  Foxardo,"  and  recalling  me  from  my  command  for  a  full  investigation  of  my 
conduct  in  that  affair. 

Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  shall  leave  this  place  for  Washington  "without  unnecessary  delay,"  and 
have  taken  measures  to  obtain  all  the  testimony  necessary,  and  such  written  evidence  as  I  suppose  useful, 
and  on  my  arrival  in  the  United  States  shall  hold  myself  ready  to  justify  my  conduct  in  every  particular, 
not  only  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  nature,  and  by  highly  approved  precedent,  but,  if  necessary,  by 
the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

To  use  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  by  all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  war,  as  well  as  of 
prudence  and  humanity,"  I  was  warranted  in  chastising" and  intimidating  the  authorities  of  a  place  who 
had  not  only  become  the  allies  and  protectors  of  outlaws  and  pirates,  but  our  active  enemies,  by  the 
imprisonment  and  forcible  detention  of  an  American  officer  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  ' '  There 
will  need,"  continues  Mr.  Adams,  "  no  citation  from  printed  treatises  on  international  law  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is  engraved  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  No  writer 
upon  the  law  of  nations  ever  pretended  to  contradict  it;  none  of  any  reputation  or  authority  ever  omitted 
to  insert  it." 

I  am  willing,  sir,  to  submit  my  conduct  in  this  affair  to  the  strictest  investigation,  and,  if  I  cannot 
fully  justify  it,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  to  the  severest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted.  But,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  motives  which  influenced  me  were  founded  in  patriotism,  that  the  necessity  for  my  con- 
duct really  existed,  and  that  "my  vindication  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as 
the  first  law  of  nature,  self  defence,"  I  shall  then  hope  that  atonement  will  be  made  for  this  forcible  with- 
drawal, for  an  alleged  offence,  from  my  command,  by  restgring  to  me  my  former  station,  and  allowing  me 
to  retire  from  it  in  a  manner  more  honorable  to  myself  and  country,  and  less  injurious  to  my  feelings  and 
character. 

This,  sir,  will  be  an  act  of  justice  that  I  hope  will  not  be  denied  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Com.  Porter  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washington,  March  16,  1825. 
Officers  continue  to  make  to  me  their  reports  and  to  request  of  me  orders.     Not  knowing  whether 
the  Department  still  consider  me  in  command  of  the  West  India  squadron,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  how  to 
act.     Will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  on  the  subject? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  Saml.  L.  Southard. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard  to  Commodore  Porter,  dated — 

Na\-y  Department,  March  16,  1825. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Department,  in  ordering  Captain  Warrington  to  the  West  Indies,  to  relieve 
you  from  the  command  of  the  squadron  there. 

I  am,  respectfullj-,  &c.,  SAM'L  L  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


(No.  21.) 

Georgetown,  May  21,  1825. 
Sir:  After  mature  reflection,  I  regret  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with  the  request  made  on 
your  behalf,  for  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  in  relation  to  the  Foxardo 
affau-,  which  your  clerk  accidentally  omitted  to  copy.  So  long  as  you  participated  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  court,  and  the  investigation  remained  uncompleted,  I  considered  myself  as  authorized  to  communicate 
to  you  the  proceedings  of  the  court.  The  investigation  is,  however,  now  completed — the  record  has  been 
transmitted  to  the  Department,  and  is  beyond  my  control.  My  impression  is  that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
communicate  my  private  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  under  these  circumstances,  particularly  for 
the  purpose  of  being  copied,  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  government.     I  presume,  however, 
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that  on  an  application  to  the  Department,  a  more  correct  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  will 
be  furnished  you  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  aiford. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  RICH'D  S.  COXE. 

Commodore  Porter. 


(No.  22.) 

It  is  admitted  that  Mr.  Simpson,  representing  himself  as  acting  for  Captain  Porter,  called  on  me  at 
my  house,  and  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  certain  part  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  court  of 
inquiry,  alleging  that  a  chasm  existed,  and  showing  me  a  memorandum  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain 
Porter,  by  wliich  it  appeared  that  the  chasm  existed  in  the  testimony  of  Captain  Dallas,  which  is  now 
published  in  the  pamphlet,  beginning  at  p.  25,  and  ending,  according  to  my  recollection,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  paragraph  on  p.  27.  Doubting  the  propriety  at  that  time  of  furnishing  my  private  notes,  after  con- 
sulting the  members  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  I  sent  the  letter  of  the  21st  of  May,  as  my  answer  to  this 
application.  On  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  sent.  Lieutenant  Farragut  came  into  the  room  where  the 
court  of  inquiry  was  engaged  in  the  second  subject  of  investigation,  and  mentioned  to  me  that  Commodore 
Porter  wished  to  have  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  court,  referred  to  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court,  of  Saturday,  May  7th.  I  replied  to  him  that  the  original  was  annexed  to  the  record, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Department,  nearly  a  fortnight  since,  and  that  I  had  no  copy;  it  was  therefore 
impossible  for  me  to  comply  with  the  application ;  I  handed  to  Mr.  Farragut,  at  the  time  of  this  conversation, 
(whether  before  or  after  I  cannot  positively  say,  but  I  think  immediately  after)  the  letter  which  was  then 
written,  and  was  I  believe  lying  on  the  table  sealed  when  he  came  in. 

The  foregoing  paper  was  handed  to  Captain  Porter  by  the  judge  advocate,  July  25th,  and  returned 
by  him  on  the  26th. 


(No.  22.) 

Washington,  July  27,  1825. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  me  yesterday  by  the  court-martial,  I  declined  giving  the  name 
of  the  person  who  was  our  authority  for  a  certain  paragraph  contained  in  the  Intelligencer  of  May  5th. 
My  unwillingness  to  answer  the  question  directly,  proceeded  not  from  a  belief  that  the  gentleman  con- 
cerned would  feel  himself  aggrieved  by  a  disclosure  of  his  name,  but  from  a  regard  for  a  principle  which 
I  deem  it  important  to  observe,  and  a  respect  for  which  dictated  my  answer  to  a  similar  question  pro- 
pounded to  me  by  the  court  the  day  preceding,  in  reference  to  another  publication  in  the  Intelligencer. 
It  is  due  to  the  gentleman  who  communicated  to  us  the  statement  embraced  in  the  paragraph  of  May 
5th,  to  acquaint  you  now  with  the  fact,  that  having  heard  of  my  refusal  to  give  up  his  name,  he  immediately 
addressed  to  me  a  note,  desiring  unequivocally  that  I  should  not  be  restrained  by  any  considerations  of 
delicacy  towards  him  from  giving  his  name  to  the  court,  as  it  was  his  intention,  in  marking  his  note  of 
May  5th  "private,"  only  to  withhold  his  name  from  the  newspaper. 

This  statement  is  due  to  the  frankness  of  the  gentleman  making  the  communication,  and  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  place  it  before  the  court,  although  I  do  not,  by  the  permission  which  he  gives,  feel 
myself  absolved  from  the  obligation  which  regulated  my  answer  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  W.  SEATON. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate  Navy  Court-Martial . 


(No.  23.) 

OAKiiiLr,,  July  25,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  answered  the  several  interrogatories  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  of  Commodore 
Porter,  in  the  trial  now  pending  before  the  court-martial  at  Washington,  which  answer  I  now  enclose  to 
you,  with  the  documents  received  from  you  by  the  messenger.     The  answer  has  been  sworn  to  before  a 
magistrate  of  the  county. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

To  Rich'd  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate. 


(No.  24.) 

Interrogatories:  to  he  propounded  to  the  Hon.  James  Monroe,  in  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter,  now  in 
the  course  of  trial  before  a  general  naval  court-martial  at  the  city  of  Washington. 

Interrogatory  first.  Are  the  accompanying  papers,  numbered  one  and  two,  purporting  to  be  from 
Captain  David  Porter  to  you,  original  letters  received  by  you  from  him,  and  when  were  they  respectively 
received? 

Interrogatory  second.  Is  the  paper  numbered  3,  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  you  to  said  Captain 
David  Porter  in  reply  to  his  letter.  No.  1,  and  was  the  same  transmitted  to  him?  Have  you  any,  and 
what,  reasons  for  believing  that  the  same  was  received  by  him? 
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Interrogatory  third.  Has  it  been  a  usual  or  unusual  thing  for  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  to  solicit,  by  letter,  permission  to  pay  his  respects  to  you  in  person?  If  the  latter,  are  you 
acquainted  with  the  reasons  or  causes  which  induced  such  application  on  the  present  occasion?  Be 
pleased  to  state  such  reasons  fully,  and  in  detail. 

Interrogatory  fourth.  Is  it  true,  as  is  stated  in  your  letter,  No.  3,  that  the  orders  which  were  given 
to  Capt.  Porter,  relating  to  his  command  in  the  West  Indies,  and  particularly  the  orders  to  Capt.  Porter 
in  October  last  to  return  to  his  station,  and  the  order  of  December  last  recalling  him,  were  given  at 
your  instance,  and  under  your  inspection;  and  have  you  any  reasons  for  knowing  or  believing  that  this 
fact  was  known  to  Captain  Porter? 

Interrogatory  fifth.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  reason  to  believe,  or  to  disbelieve,  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  his  official  correspondence  with  Capt.  Porter,  indicated  any  hostility  to  Capt.  Porter,  or  was 
influenced  by  any  feeling  of  unkindness?  State  fully  such  facts  and  circumstances,  within  your  know- 
ledge, as  are  calculated  to  illustrate  this  question. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 

1.  Please  to  say  whether,  in  the  latter  part  of  June,  or  the  beginning  of  July,  1824,  (or  about  that 
time,)  you  sent  a  message  by  Com.  Chauncey  to  me,  to  say  that  I  must  not  visit  you  until  after  I  had 
seen  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  then  absent;  and  until  you  had  received  some  explanation  as  to  the 
cause  of  my  return  from  the  West  Indies? 

2.  Were  you  not  induced  so  to  interdict  personal  communication  with  me  in  consequence  of  having 
received  the  impression  that  I  had  left  the  West  India  station  without  having  apprised  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment of  there  being  a  necessity  for  it? 

3.  Was  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  me,  of  October  21,  1824,  (a  certified  copy 
whereof  is  annexed,)  containing  a  peremptory  order  for  me  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  in  the  John 
Adams,  contrary  to  my  express  and  known  wish  and  entreaty,  and  explaining  the  reasons  for  giving  such 
or(^r,  written  or  dictated  by  yourself,  in  form  or  substance;  if  not,  was  it  shown  to  you,  and  by  whom, 
before  it  was  dispatched  to  me?  Please  state,  particularly,  by  whom  the  original  draft  of  this  letter 
was  prepared. 

4.  Was  not  the  impression  you  had  received  of  my  having  departed  from  the  strict  line  of  my 
duty,  in  quitting  the  West  India  station,  the  operative  inducement,  or  did  it  weigh  anything  with  you,  in 
either  writing  or  causing  to  be  written,  or  sanctioning  after  being  written,  such  peremptory  order  to  go 
out  in  the  John  Adams,  instead  of  waiting  a  few  weeks  for  the  Constellation,  as  I  had  requested? 

5.  Was  it  not  represented  to  you,  and  have  you  not  expressed  yourself  as  having  received  the 
impression,  that  I  had  only  vented,  upon  the  authorities  and  people  of  Poxardo,  my  own  angry  feelings 
and  personal  pique  at  having  been  ordered  out  in  the  John  Adams  in  the  manner  I  was,  or  something  to 
that  effect?  Or,  was  any  such  imputation  addressed  by  anybody  to  you,  or  uttered  in  your  presence,  and 
by  whom? 

6.  In  consequence  of  the  interdict  to  my  personal  intercourse  with  you,  as  above  suggested  in  my 
first  interrogatory,  did  I  not  forbear  to  call  on  you,  even  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  continually,  until  after- 
wards repeatedly  invited  to  do  so,  by  special  messages  from  you? 

7.  When  and  where,  and  upon  whose  application,  did  you  communicate  and  deliver  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  the  said  letters  of  the  10th  and  12th  of  March  last,  annexed  to  the  judge  advocate's 
interrogatories?  If  they  were  so  delivered,  on  a  written  application,  please  annex  it  to  your  answer;  if 
upon  a  personal  one,  please  to  say  from  whom,  and  when  and  where? 

8.  Was  that  correspondence  so  communicated  with  an  intention  that  it  should  be  deposited  among 
the  archives  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  when  was  it  so  deposited? 

9.  Do  you  know  that,  at  the  time  I  wrote  you  the  said  letter  of  the  26th  October,  1824,  mentioned 
in  yours  of  the  12th  of  March  last,  I  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  your  having  either  ori- 
ginally drafted,  or  dictated,  or  directly  approved  the  said  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
21st  of  the  same  month? 

Signed  under  the  protest,  filed  and  reserved.  D.  PORTER. 

"Washington,  July  22,  1825. 


(No.  25.) 

Answers  of  James  Monroe  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  in  the  case  of  Commodore  Porter,  in  the 
trial  now  depending  before  a  general  court-martial,  at  the  city  of  Washington. 

1.  To  the  first  interrogatory,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  answer,  that  the  letter  or  paper 
numbered  one  is,  according  to  my  recollection,  a  correct  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  me. 
I  return  the  paper  with  a  note  to  this  effect  on  it 

The  letter  numbered  two  is  an  original  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  me.  They  were  both  received 
about  the  time  of  their  respective  dates. 

2.  Answer  to  the  second:  the  paper  numbered  three  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him,  of  the  12th  of 
March  last;  and,  as  I  believe,  a  correct  one. 

_  3.  Answer  to  the  third:  it  was  not  usual  for  a  captain,  or  any  officer  in  the  navy  or  army,  to  solicit 
an  interview  with  me  by  letter.  They  alwaj'S  called  when  they  had  business;  and  generally  on  their 
arrival  in  town  or  departure  from  it;  and  I  always  received  them  without  form,  when  I  happened  to  be 
free  from  other  engagements. 

The  interview  in  the  instance  stated  was  asked,  as  I  presume,  in  consequence  of  my  having  recalled 
him  from  the  command  in  the  West  Indies,  on  account  of  the  attack  made  by  him  on  Foxardo,  in  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico.  That  recall  implied  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bis  conduct  in  making  the  attack, 
which  had  never  been  removed  b}'  any  intimation  from  me,  either  by  inviting  him  to  see  me,  or  otherwise. 
His  return  occurring  so  short  a  time  before  I  left  office,  I  deemed  it  improper  to  take  any  step  in  regard 
to  the  attack  while  I  remained  in  oflSce.     I  thought  it  more  just  and  candid  towards  Commodore  Porter, 
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to  leave  the  affair  to  be  acted  on  by  my  successor,  especially  as  the  measure,  in  connection  with  others 
relating-  to  him,  might  be  thought  to  involve  in  some  degree  the  propriety  of  my  own  conduct. 

4.  Answer  to  the  fourth:  the  orders  relating:  to  the  command  of  Commodore  Porter  in  the  West 
Indies,  from  the  commencement  to  its  termination,  including-,  of  course,  that  of  October  last,  directing 
him  to  return  to  his  station,  and  that  of  December,  recalling-  him  from  it,  were  given  at  my  instance,  and 
under  my  immediate  inspection.  The  command  was  deemed  a  very  important  one,  requiring-  great  discre- 
tion in  its  execution.  The  object  was  the  suppression  of  piracy;  but,  in  stationing  a  naval  force  there,  I 
knew  that  it  would  attract  the  attention  not  of  Spain  alone,  on  whom  it  more  immediately  bore,  but  of 
the  new  governments,  our  neighbors,  to  the  south,  and  in  certain  respects  of  several  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  who  were  neutral  in  the  contest  between  the  belligerent  parties.  The  question  whether  free 
ships  should  make  free  goods,  the  extent  of  contraband  of  war,  the  transportation  of  specie,  and  other 
questions  of  the  kind,  necessarily  occurred,  when  that  force  was  detached  to  that  station  for  the  special 
object  designated.  They  had  been  frequently  under  the  consideration  of  the  administration  before,  and 
were  brought  more  pointedly  before  it  on  that  occasion.  My  impression  is  (for  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  then  given)  that  they  were  drawn  with  great  care,  and  dictated  by  a  desire  rather  to  err  (if 
error  should  be  committed)  on  the  side  of  moderation,  than  to  risk  a  variance  with  any  of  the  parties 
concerned.  These  questions  were  to  be  settled  by  treaties,  and  especially  with  the  new  governments, 
and  which  required  time.  My  intention  was,  that  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  and  all  acting  under 
him,  should  take  nothing  on  themselves,  but  confine  themselves  to  the  duty  specially  enjoined  on  them, 
and  obey  strictly  their  orders. 

When  informed,  in  June  last,  that  Commodore  Porter  had  left  his  station  and  I'eturned  to  the  United 
States,  I  asked  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  what  authority  he  had  done  it — had  leave  been  given  him? 
The  reply  was,  none  had  been.  I  then  asked,  "  Did  his  original  instructions  authorize  him  to  come  home 
when  he  thought  fit?"  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  answer,  or  that  any  such  was  given  to  me;  but  my 
impression  was  that  they  did  not.  The  Secretary  had  made  arrangements  for  his  departure  from  town, 
on  a  visit  to  his  family,  and  I  saw  no  reason  why  he  should  delay  it  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  CoDipio- 
dore  Porter.  Nothing  material,  more,  that  I  recollect,  passed  between  us.  I  did  not  see  liim  again  before 
his  departure.  I  reflected  much  on  the  subject,  and  decided,  on  the  next  morning,  the  course  which  I 
should  pursue  in  regard  to  Commodore  Porter.  I  arose  early,  and  sent  for  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  was 
informed  that  he  had  gone  to  Norfolk;  I  then  sent  for  Commodore  Chauncey,  and,  after  expressing  my 
deep  regret  that  Commodore  Porter  should  have  left  his  station  without  leave,  which  was  the  only  ques- 
tion I  made  in  the  case,  I  told  him  that  the  subject  merited  inquiry,  and  that,  as  the  Secretary  had  left 
town,  I  could  not  see  him  until  the  Secretary  returned,  nor  until  I  should,  on  further  and  more  mature 
consideration,  decide  what  course  should  be  taken  in  this  case.  I  requested  him  to  see  Commodore  Porter 
without  delay,  and  to  prevent  his  calling  on  me  in  the  interim;  but  to  do  it  in  the  most  delicate  manner 
that  he  could;  for,  having  high  respect  for  his  services  and  merit,  and  a  personal  regard  for  him,  I 
wished  to  take  no  step  which  should  wound  his  feelings,  which  I  should  not  be  compelled  to  do  from  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  my  country,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  support  the  credit  of  the  navy.  An  interview 
between  Commodore  Chauncey  and  Commodore  Porter  took  place,  whereby  an  interview  between  Com- 
modore Porter  and  me  was  prevented. 

In  conversation  with  Commodore  Rodgers,  after  his  return,  and  with  Commodore  Chauncey,  who  made 
friendly  explanations  in  regard  to  Commodore  Porter's  conduct  and  views,  and  in  consideration  also  of 
his  having  been  wounded  in  the  late  war,  and  an  intimation  that  he  then  suffered  from  the  wound,  I  thought 
myself  justifiable,  especially  as  I  had  given  a  decisive  proof  of  the  sentiments  which  I  entertained  of 
his  return  from  his  station  without  leave,  to  pass  the  affair  over  without  further  notice,  and  of  which  I 
requested  them  to  inform  him.  He  accordingly  called  afterwards,  and  was  received  with  kindness.  My 
desire  was,  that  he  should  return  soon  to  his  command;  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  anything  was  said  to 
that  effect  by  me.  I  presumed  that  what  had  already  passed  would  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  that  desire. 
His  remaining,  however,  so  long-  in  the  country,  gave  me  concern,  especially  as  we  were  repeatedly 
advised  that  piracy  had  revived,  and  wa.«  doing  much  injury  to  our  commerce.  I,  however,  delayed 
noticing  it  for  some  time,  under  feelings  of  the  kind  stated,  and  in  expectation,  also,  which  I  continually 
indulged,  that  he  would  soon  depart.  I  at  length  requested  the  Secretary  to  instruct  him  to  resume  his 
station  without  delay,  and  to  do  it  in  the  John  Adams,  which  the  Secretary  did.  To  this,  I  recollect  that 
the  commodore  gave  a  reply  which  was  deemed  highly  objectionable,  and  respecting  which  I  had  great 
doubt  as  to  the  part,  regarding  the  ofiSce  I  then  held,  which  I  ought  to  take.  On  great  consideration, 
however,  I  decided  to  order  him  immediately  to  his  post,  with  intention,  that  being  there,  and  in  rule,  to 
decide  afterwards  what  it  would  be  proper  to  do  in  the  affair.  In  taking  this  course,  I  yielded  to  feelings 
that  were  favorable  to  him,  and  in  the  hope  that  his  conduct  at  his  station,  and  towards  the  government, 
would  be  such  as  to  permit  the  whole  affair  to  be  adjusted,  or  rather  to  be  passed  over  without  injury  to 
the  service. 

According  to  my  recollection,  I  drew  a  sketch  of  the  order  in  question,. or  so  much  of  it  as  to  give  a 
distinct  idea  of  what  I  intended;  and  certain  I  am  that  I  saw  the  letter,  that  of  the  twenty-first  of  October 
last,  before  it  was  sent. 

The  decision  was  soon  taken,  after  the  affair  of  Foxardo,  to  recall  Commodore  Porter,  that,  being 
present,  he  might  explain  the  circumstances  and  reason  of  his  conduct.  I  saw  the  order  and  approved  it. 
I  do  not  know  that  Commodore  Porter  was  acquainted  with  the  fact,  further  than  in  speaking  of  the  sub- 
ject to  friends,  afterwards,  I  frequently  mentioned  it,  and  that  I  intended  to  include  that  with  the  other 
orders,  and  particularly  the  order  of  October  preceding,  in  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  him,  after  I  retired 
from  office,  in  reply  to  his  already  noticed. 

5.  I  never  saw  any  proof  of  unkind  feelings  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  towards  Commodore 
Porter,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  he  ever  acted  under  the  influence  of  such.  I  saw,  on  the 
contrary,  proof  of  a  different  disposition  in  more  instances  than  one.  Having,  from  the  considerations 
above  stated,  been  very  attentive  to  the  conduct  of  this  squadron  from  the  beginning,  and  indeed  to  the 
others  in  other  seas,  and  prescribed  the  measures  to  be  taken  and  orders  to  be  given,  after  due  considera- 
tion and  consultation  with  those  on  whom  I  had  a  right  to  call,  I  was  anxious  that  my  own  responsibility, 
in  its  full  extent,  should  be  known  in  every  instance,  and  especially  to  those  concerned,  before  I  left  office; 
and  it  was  on  that  principle  that  I  expressed  myself  so  fully  to  that  eflect  in  my  letter  to  Commodore 
Porter,  in  March  last.     It  was  on  that  principle  that  I  deemed  it  proper  to  deposit  in  the  Department, 
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before  I  left  town,  the  evidence  of  that  correspondence,  consisting,  according  to  my  recollection,  of  his 
letter  to  me  and  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

1st.  To  the  first  interrogatory  proposed  on  the  part  of  Commodore  Porter,  I  answer,  that  I  did 
authorize  Commodore  Chauncey  to  see  him,  and  to  prevent  his  calling  on  me  at  the  time  stated,  and  for 
the  reasons  that  are  particularly  and  fully  explained  in  my  answer  to  the  4th  interrogatory  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

2d.  I  took  the  step  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  reply  to  the  4th  interrogatory,  above  referred  to. 

3d.  To  this  interrogatory  an  answer  has  also  been  already  given  in  reply  to  the  4th  interrogatory  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

4th.  To  this  interrogatory  an  answer  has  likewise  been  given  in  reply  to  the  4th,  referred  to  above. 
I  have  thought  it  better  to  give  a  full  and  connected  explanation  of  the  measures  taken  in  the  instances 
in  question,  and  of  the  considerations  on  which  I  acted,  in  reply  to  one  interrogatory,  which  embraced 
several,  than  in  detail,  in  reply  to  each. 

5th.  When  the  account  of  the  attack  on  Foxardo  was  received,  much  remark  was  made  on  it,  and, 
with  others,  that  of  the  kind  suggested.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  made  it  myself;  but,  in  that  case, 
to  some  friends  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  rather  in  a  confidential  way  than  otherwise,  though  certainly 
under  no  injunction  to  that  effect.  I  probably  mentioned  it  to  others,  in  the  same  spirit,  and  particularly 
to  the  members  of  the  administration,  or  to  some  of  them.  The  answers  already  given  to  the  other  inter- 
rogatories, and  particularly  to  the  4th,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  documents  referred  to  in 
them,  will  explain  the  cause  to  which  such  an  idea  is  to  be  attributed,  which,  however,  was  merely  inci- 
dental and  casual.  I  do  not  recollect  receiving  any  letter  suggesting  that  idea,  nor  do  I  believe  that  I 
did,  though  it  is  possible  that  I  might. 

6th.  To  this  interrogatory  an  answer  has  already  been  given. 

Tth.  To  this,  also,  an  answer  has  been  given. 

8th.  The  correspondence  was  deposited  in  the  Navy  Department,  as  a  document  relating  to  my 
public  conduct  in  an  occurrence  interesting  to  others,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  to  be  used  only  for  public 
purposes,  should  such  present  themselves,  to  make  the  use  thereof  proper  and  necessary.  I  readily  admit 
that  Commodore  Porter  did  not  ask  the  interview  for  any  purpose  other  than  that  stated  in  his  reply  to 
my  letter;  but  still  I  thought  it  more  consistent  with  the  part  I  had  acted  in  that  affair,  and  with  what  I 
owed  to  him,  as  well  as  to  others,  to  decline  the  interview,  to  state  to  him  the  part  I  had  acted  in  the 
concerns  in  question,  and  to  deposit  the  evidence  thereof,  for  the  purpose  stated,  in  the  Department,  while 
I  was  at  Washington.  , 

9th.  I  had  never  seen  Commodore  Porter,  after  the  date  of  his  letter  to  me  of  October  26th,  nor  made 
to  him  any  communication  by  letter,  and  therefore  do  not  know  that  he  was  apprised  of  the  particular 
interest  which  I  had  taken,  and  of  the  part  I  had  acted,  in  regard  to  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  him,  of  October  last,  referred  to  in  this  interrogatory.  The  subject  being  delicate,  and  interest- 
ing in  many  views,  I  never  spoke  of  it  but  in  a  guarded  manner,  unless  to  friends,  and  among  them  some 
whom  I  knew  to  be  his  friends  also,  and  with  a  view  to  produce  a  good  effect  in  relation  to  the  interests 
and  parties  above  referred  to. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Virginia,  Loudon  County,  set.: 

This  day,  James  Monroe  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Bayly,  a  magistrate  of  the  said  county, 
and  made  oath  that  the  facts  stated  in  his  several  answers  contained  in  this  sheet  marked  (3),  and  two 
other  sheets,  one  of  which  is  marked  (1)  and  the  other  (2),  are  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief     • 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  25th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1825. 

J.  BAYLY,     [l.  s.] 


No.  1.     (No.  26.) 


Captain  Porter  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  asks  (if  agreeable)  when  he  may  have  the 
honor  to  pay  his  respects  to  him? 

This  request  would  have  been  made  at  an  early  period  but  for  the  recent  changes  in  the  government, 
which  have  no  doubt  fully  occupied  the  Executive,  and  but  for  the  hope  entertained  by  Captain  Porter 
that,  ere  this,  he  would  have  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  conduct,  and  be  able  to 
present  himself  to  Mr.  Monroe,  free  from  censure.  The  desire  of  paying  his  respects  and  taking  his  leave 
of  his  late  chief  magistrate,  and,  as  he  has  had  reason  to  believe,  friend,  has  overcome  all  other  con- 
siderations. 

March  10,  1825. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  original  in  this  department. 

CHAS.  HAYS,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 

[This  is  the  letter  referred  to  in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.] 

JAMES  MONROE. 


(No.  2T.) 

Washington,  March  12,  1825. 
Sir:  I  received  your  note  of  the  10th  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  written,  that  of  kind  feeling  for 
OM  under  whom  you  have  acted  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  who  has  now  retired  to  private  life.    I 
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should  most  willingly  meet  you,  and  receive  the  explanations  which  you  are  disposed  to  give,  but  for 
reasons  which  I  will  frankly  communicate  to  you. 

All  the  orders  which  were  given  you,  relative  to  your  command  in  the  West  Indies,  were  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  my  instance,  and  under  my  inspection.  They  were  dictated  by  a  sense  of 
duty  to  my  country,  and  with  no  unkind  feelings  towards  you.  Your  letter  of  the  26th  of  October,  1824, 
to  me,  from  New  Castle,  was  received  shortly  after  its  date,  and  to  which  I  deemed  it  improper  to  give 
any  reply.  It  has  become  the  duty  of  my  successor  to  examine  and  decide  on  that  important  subject,  in 
all  its  parts,  in  the  manner  which  shall  appear  to  him  most  proper.  In  this  stage,  although  retired  to 
private  life,  I  do  not  think  that  I  ought  to  interfere,  or  to  receive  any  explanations  relative  to  transactions 
in  which  our  country  is  interested,  over  which  another  has  control,  and  in  which  I  have  no  concern. 

Holding  in  high  estimation  your  gallantry  and  patriotism,  ' 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  good  wishes  for  your  welfare,  and  that  of  your  family, 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 


(No.  28.) 

Meridian  Hill,  March  12,  1825. 

Respected  Sir:  I  have  received  your  highly  esteemed  letter  of  this  day,  and  feel  much  gratified  at 
the  friendly  sentiments  and  assurances  it  expresses.  I  can  only  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  you  will 
carry  with  you,  in  your  retirement,  the  best  wishes  of  a  grateful  and  aflectionate  heart. 

I  regret  to  observe  that  you  are  under  wrong  impressions  as  to  the  object  of  my  note.  Nothing  was 
further  from  my  wishes  or  intentions  than  to  make  any  explanations,  or  touch  on  any  subject  of  an 
unpleasant  nature  to  you.  I  should  have  made  the  request  to  see  you  at  an  earlier  period,  but  for  the 
most  scrupulous  delicacy,  not  wishing  it  for  an  instant  to  be  believed  by  any  one  that  I  sought  protec- 
tion, or  to  give  the  slightest  grounds  for  such  belief  I  feel  confident  of  the  correctness  of  my  conduct 
throughout,  and  am  satisfied  that  the  Executive  will  approve  it,  when  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
explaining. 

My  visit  to  you  was  intended  as  one  of  pure  personal  respect,  and  unconnected  with  any  considera- 
tions of  a  selfish  nature,  only  so  far  as  my  feelings  were  concerned;  I  was  not  certain  whether  it  would 
be  acceptable,  and,  desirous  of  guarding  against  anything  disagreeable  to  you,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
address  you  a  note. 

The  circumstances  which  caused  me  to  address  you  from  New  Castle  I  regret  most  sincerely,  and  I 
do  assure  you  that  it  would  give  me  more  pleasure  to  learn  that  I  was  in  error,  than  to  believe  that  my 
impressions  at  the  time  of  writing  were  correct.  The  serious  charge  brought  against  me,  and  the  con- 
sequence of  it,  I  did  not  think  I  merited.  The  very  circumstance  of  claiming  your  protection,  was  of 
itself  an  evidence  that  I  did  not  think  you  actuated  by  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  me;  but  I  did 
think  you  were  under  wrong  impressions,  which  caused  me  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
was  charged  with  having  neglected  to  write. 

I  hope  at  some  future  period  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  assure  you,  in  person,  of  the  high  respect 
and  consideration  with  which  I  have  ever  held  your  exalted  character  and  virtues. 
With  sentiments  of  the  utmost  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Mr.  Monroe.  • 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  he  true  copies  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navi'  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  29.) 

Navy  Department,  October  21,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  dated  the  19th  inst.  has  created  surprise.  Looking  to  the  good  of  the  service,  every 
attention  has  been  shown  to  you  which  your  station  required,  and  which  could  be  dictated  by  a  just  esti- 
mation of  your  public  service. 

The  command  which  was  given  to  you,  at  your  earnest  request,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1823,  was 
a  highly  important  one.  Your  conduct  in  discharge  of  its  duties,  satisfactory  to  the  President.  The 
interval  since  you  left  that  station  has  been  interesting,  and  it  is  understood  that  piracy  has  revived, 
and  is  making  extensive  ravages  on  our  commerce. 

Communications  have  been  made  to  you,  to  apprise  you  fully  of  this  fact.  The  presence,  there,  of  an 
oflBcer  of  rank  and  experience  is,  of  course,  necessary.  The  size  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  sails  is 
matter  of  small  moment,  and  must  depend  upon  circumstances.  You  are  aware  of  the  intention  to  send 
the  Constellation  to  that  station  as  soon  as  she  can  conveniently  be  prepared. 

Your  return  to  this  place  without  permission,  or  apprising  the  Department  of  a  necessity  for  it,  was 
unexpected;  but  no  complaint  has  heretofore  been  made  of  your  remaining  here,  because  it  was  believed 
that  your  health  was  not  perfectly  good,  and  your  shoulder  lame  and  painful. 

But  this  obstactle  has  been  removed;  and  had  you  earlier  apprised  the  Department  that  you  con- 
sidered this  place  within  the  limits  of  your  station,  that  the  command  has  ceased  to  be  pleasant  to  you, 
and  that  you  were  apprehensive  of  the  climate,  you  would  have  been  relieved,  and  a  successor  appointed. 
But  having  failed  to  give  this  information,  and  the  presence  of  a  commander  on  the  station  being  now 
indispensable,  you  will  proceed  to  it. 

When  it  is  convenient  to  the  Department,  your  wish  to  be  relieved  shall  be  gratified.  Upon  a 
reperusal  of  your  orders,  you  will  find  that  no  intimation  is  g^iven  that  Thompson's  Island  alone  is  to  be 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS-MAKTIAL.  397 

considered  as  the  station  and  that  you  are  to  remain  stationary  there,  nor  that  you  are  to  lead  in  person 
every  expedition  fitted  out  from  it. 

I  purposely  abstain  from  comment  upon  certain  matters  in  your  letter.    You  will  hereafter  hear  from 
the  Department  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  &c.     Present. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Departmext,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  30.) 

Navy  Department,  August  19,  1823. 
Sir:  In  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  dated  the  1st  inst.,  by  the  United  States  schooner  Ferret, 
you  mention  that  circumstances  will,  towards  the  fall,  render  your  return  to  the  United  States  for  a  short 
period  necessary;  you  will  please  to  avail  yourself  of  the  time  most  suitable  for  this  purpose,  and  return 
to  the  United  States  in  the  manner  most  convenient  to  yourself  and  least  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  &c. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  29,  1825. 


(No.  31.) 

Navy  Department,  September  29,  1824. 
My  Dear  Sir:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  The  object  of  his  visit  to 
Thompson's  Island  will  be  fully  communicated  to  you  by  him.  The  various,  and  in  many  points  con- 
tradictory reports  respecting  the  condition  of  the  station,  the  uncertainty  whether  you  still  live,  the 
deepest  anxiety  for  your  safety,  rhe  desire  to  furnish  speedy  relief,  and  acquire  full  information  respect- 
ing the  health  of  the  station,  and  its  fitness  as  a  rendezvous  during  the  sickly  season,  and  the  fear  that, 
debilita'ted  as  you  are,  you  could  not  secure  that  information  for  us,  have  prompted  the  wish  that  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  should  undertake  the  expedition,  and  have  induced  him  cheerfully  and  voluntarily  to  enter 
on  its  performance. 

He  will  find  united  in  it  the  sacred  offices  of  private  friendship  and  public  duty.     A  report  that  your 
health  is  restored,  will  give  to  me  individually,  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  most  sincere  gratification. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Capt.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  Gidf  of  Mexico. 

I  do  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 

Navy  Department,  July  28,  1825. 


(No.  32.) 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

September,  30,  1823. 

The  uncertainty  and  anxiety  which  prevail  as  to  your  own  health,  and  the  health  of  the  squadron, 
and  a  desire  to  furnish  the  best  assistance  and  procure  information  which  may  be  a  safe  guide  on  all 
future  occasions,  are  the  inducements  to  this  measure. 

The  orders  of  Commodore  Rodgers  will  be  communicated  to  you  on  his  arrival,  and  you  will  render 
all  the  aid  which  your  health  will  permit,  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  his  visit.  It  is  intended  that 
you  shall  remain  in  command  of  the  station  or  return  home,  as  your  health  may  require  and  your 
inclination  prompt.  Commodore  Rodgers  will  return  immediately  after  he  shall  have  accomplished  the 
object  of  his  visit. 
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(No.  33.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Com.  Isaac  Chauncey,  acting  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Com.  Porter,  dated 

October  28,  1823. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  1823. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  has  been  received.     On  your  recovery  from  a  dangerous  illness, 
produced   by   great   exposure   and   much   suffering,    you   will    be   pleased,   sir,  to    accept  my   sincere 
congratulations. 

In  conducting  the  movements  of  the  squadron  entrusted  to  your  charge,  you  have  displayed  that 
intelligence,  promptitude  and  vigor  whicli  eiFectually  arrested  the  depredations  of  the  freebooters,  have 
afforded  security  to  our  trade,  and  justly  entitled  you  to  the  unqualified  approbation  of  this  Department 
and  to  the  thanks  of  your  country. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  has  been  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  example  of  their  chief;  and  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  assure  them  of  the  consideration  in 
which  their  services  are  held,  and  the  high  sense  entertained  of  their  devotion  to  a  most  arduous  and 
dangerous  service. 

The  want  of  medical  aid,  of  which  you  so  justly  complain,  will  claim  the  early  and  special  attention 
of  this  Department. 

If  the   state  of  your  health  will  permit,  you  will  take  upon  yourself  the  general  superintending 
direction  of  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  now  at  this  yard  and  at  Norfolk.     Let  their 
commanders   report   to   you   their   wants,    that   you  may   make   them    known   to   the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  who  will  cause  every  requisite  supply  to  be  furnished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

For  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
(Signed)  I.  CHAUNCEY. 

David  Porter,   Esq.,   commanding  a  Squadron  of  Sliips  and  Vessels 

stationed  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Deparhi  ent. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  29,  1825. 


(No.  34.) 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Porter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

November  19,  1823. 
Should  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  the  small  vessels  take  place,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a 
frigate,  in  addition  to  the  two  sloops  of  war  now  attached  to  the  squadron,  is  due  to  the  character  of  our 
service,  to  the  respectability  of  our  flag  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  would,  by  the  convenience  she 
would  afford  to  our  open  boats  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates,  offer  the  most  certain  means  of  keeping  them  in 
check. 


(No.  35.) 
Extract  of  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

December,  1823. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  increase  the  force  under  your  command  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  effected.     To  this  end,  the  frigate  Congress  will,  after  her  arrival  in  the  United  States,  be  ordered  to 
join  you:  and,  in  the  course  of  the  spring,  one  or  more  sloops  of  war  will  be  added  to  those  already  with 
you. 


(No.  36.) 

Navy  Department,  3fay  11,  1824. 
.  Sir:  Congress  has  not,  until  within  a  few  days,  passed  an  appropriation  law  for  the  current  year. 
This  will  account  to  you  for  one  or  two  of  the  drafts  of  Purser  Thornton  not  having  been  honored,  and 
for  the  delay  in  preparing  the  vessel  to  join  you.  It  was  impossible,  without  funds,  to  fit  out  the  Hornet 
or  the  Porpoise,  and  to  prepare  a  larger  vessel.  There  will  be  now  as  much  activity  as  possible,  but  it 
is  feared  one  cannot  be  prepared  in  time  to  reach  you  before  the  sickly  season  commences.  It  shall 
however  be  done  if  possible. 

Upon  a  call  by  resolution,  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  which  tried  Lieutenant  Kennon  have 
been  sent  to  Congress,  and  they  will  be  published  in  a  few  days. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  Thompson's  Island. 
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(No.  31.) 

Sea  Gull,  Malanzas,  May  28,  1824. 
Sir:  I  rcg-ret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  the  fever  has  made  its  appearance  on 
the  island,  and  that  the  inability  of  the  acting  surgeon's  mate  in  charge  of  the  medical  department  there 
to  attend  to  his  duty  from  sickness,  renders  his  return  to  the  north  necessary.     I  have  sent  another  to 
take  his  place,  but  this  leaves  us  deplorably  off  for  medical  men. 

I  purpose  removing  the  principal  part  of  the  forces  to  the  north,  about  the  middle  of  next  month,  as 
the  only  means  of  guarding  against  the  consequences  of  a  deficiency  of  surgeons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Sajiuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  38.) 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  May  has  been  received.  The  Decoy  will  be  prepared  to  return  to  you 
as  speedily  as  possible.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  Grayhound,  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  she  will  be  laid  uj:)  or  sold.  When  any  vessels  are  ordered  home  for  repairs,  they  must  be 
reported  to  the  Department,  that  orders  may  be  issued  for  the  purpose. 

The  amount  of  force  at  this  time,  on  the  station,  is  less  than  was  intended;  but  the  delay  in  passing 
the  appropriation  law  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  send  to  you  either  the  Hornet  or  the  Porpoise.  They 
will  both  be  dispatched  now,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared.  This  delay  is  the  more  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  Hornet  must  either  encounter  the  rainy  season,  or  not  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  was  originally 
designed.  You  have  now  under  your  command  the  John  Adams,  Hornet,  Spark,  Porpoise,  Shark,  Sea 
Gull,  Decoy,  and  seven  small  schooners,  in  all  fourteen  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  barges.  I  did  intend  to 
send  a  larger  vessel  than  any  of  them,  but  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  and  the  time  it  was  made, 
will  probably  put  it  out  of  my  power.  It  shall  still,  however,  be  done,  if  it  can  be  accomplished.  I 
regret  the  state  of  your  medical  aid;  you  have  now  eleven  medical  officers  attached  to  the  station;  and 
within  ten  months  past,  there  have  been  under  your  command  no  less  than  five  surgeons  and  seventeen 
surgeons'  mates,  many  of  them  acting  as  surgeons  and  fitted  for  the  oflSce.  With  such  numbers  your 
medical  assistance  ought  not  to  have  been  so  reduced  as  you  state  it  to  be  at  present.  Neither  these 
nor  other  ofiScers  must  be  permitted  to  leave  the  station  for  light  excuses;  if  they  are,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Department  to  keep  the  station  supplied.  All  that  can  be  done  with  the  numbers  for  which 
provision  is  made  by  law,  will  be  done.  In  the  meantime,  those  with  you  must  be  retained,  unless 
absolute  necessity  compels  them  to  leave  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  West  Indies. 


-      (No.  39.) 

Washington,  June  25,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday  in  the  Sea  Gull,  from  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  in  nine  days,  and  shall  be  prepared  to  return  to  the  West  Indies  so  soon  as  the  season  will  render 
it  safe  to  do  so,  and  my  health,  which  requires  a  respite  from  the  eflects  of  a  tropical  climate,  will  admit. 

My  former  communications  have  apprised  you  of  my  intention  of  removing  most  of  the  vessels  under 
my  command  to  the  north  during  the  sickly  season.  Orders  have  been  given  by  me  on  the  subject,  and 
every  arrangement  made  to  give  as  much  protection  to  our  commerce,  as  the  force  remaining  on  the 
station  will  admit. 

I  had  purposed  sailing  from  New  York,  and  visiting,  in  my  way  out,  as  heretofore,  the  windward 
islands,  so  soon  as  I  can  get  a  sufiicicnt  force  together,  and  leaving  a  small  detachment  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  St.  Thomas,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  there,  where  it  was  asked  for  by  our  merchants 
when  I  last  visited  that  place. 

The  John  Adams,  it  is  probable,  will  require  heaving  out  on  her  return,  which  will  be  in  a  week  or 
two,  which  will  leave  me  with  only  one  sloop-of-war. 

As  the  health  of  Captain  Wilkinson  required  his  return,  I  have  left  Lieut.  Oellers  in  command  at 
Thompson's  Island,  with  full  instructions  as  to  the  duties  to  be  performed  there;  and  I  have  left  all  neces- 
sary orders  also  for  the  commanders  of  such  vessels  as  may  arrive  during  my  absence. 

The  island  promises  to  be  healthy  this  season.  I  have  left  about  sixty  officers  and  men  there,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  had  only  a  surgeon's  mate  to  leave  to  attend  them  during  the  sickly  season. 

I  have  during  this  season  greatly  improved  the  comfort  and  condition  of  the  island,  and  thereby 
lessened  that  repugnance  to  remaining  there  which  formerly  existed  among  both  officers  and  men. 

I  shall  proceed  to  New  York  in  a  few  days,  to  hasten  the  dispatch  of  the  stores  for  the  squadron  and 
island  which  are  preparing  there,  and  which  are  much  required. 
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If  there  are  any  instructions  from  the  Department  affecting  my  various  duties,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
be  furnished  with  them  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Departmext,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.   40.) 

Navy  Department,  June  29,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  letters  bearing  date  the  23d  of  April, 
15th,  llth,  24th,  and  two  of  the  31st  May,  1824,  addressed  to  you  at  Thompson's  Island,  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed you  have  not  received,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention. 

Should  I  find,  upon  further  examination,  any  more  which  possibly  may  not  have  been  transmitted  iu 
time  to  reach  you,  copies  shall  be  immediately  furnished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHARLES  HAY,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding  West  India  Squadron.     Present. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HaY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Ddpartment,  July  6,  1825. 


(No.  41.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washington,  August  11,  1824. 
Sir:  Understanding  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  government  to  give  me  a  ship  suited  to  my  rank  in 
the  service,  I  have  ordered  the  John  Adams  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  where  her  services  are  much  wanted.  Should  a  frigate  be 
selected,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  it  will  be  most  agreeable  to  me  that  there  should  be  no  commander  ap- 
pointed to  her,  as  I  should  wish  the  particular  and  personal  command  to  be  vested  in  myself  alone. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe  that  a  flag  or  fleet  captain  to  the  squadron  may  be  dispensed  with,  if  I 
can  be  allowed  to  select  an  intelligent  lieutenant  to  relieve  me  from  many  of  the  details  of  the  squadron; 
for  the  present  the  services  of  Captain  Finch  are  necessary  to  me,  but  I  shall  not  want  him  long,  and  it  ia 
his  wish  to  retire  from  the  situation  so  soon  as  I  can  otherwise  provide  myself. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  apprised  as  early  as  possible  of  the  ship  intended  for  me,  that  I  may  give  my 
personal  attention  to  our  outfits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 


(No.  42.) 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Hay,  Esq.,  to  Captain  D.  Porter,  dated — 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  September  11,  1824. 
I  have  heard  from  the  Secretary,  who  has  ordered  the  Constellation  to  be  fitted  for  you,  and  autho- 
rized me  to  tell  you  so.  But  as  she  is  not  officially  ordered  to  you  as  yet,  I  would  not  interfere  with  her. 
However,  of  this  you  are  the  best  judge.  Your  letters  about  money  have  been  received,  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  on  his  return;  in  the  meantime,  Thornton  can  supply  you  with  what  is  necessary. 
The  Secretary  is  very  anxious  that  you  should  be  out  again,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  facilitate  your  preparatory  operations. 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CHAS.  HAY. 

Captain  D.  Porter,  Chester,  Pennsylvania. 


(No.  43.) 

Navy  Department,  October  14,  1824. 
Sir:  It  ie  deemed  expedient  by  the  Executive  that  you  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  your  sta- 
tion, in  the  John  Adams,  that  by  your  presence  there  the  most  efficient  protection  may  be  afforded  to  our 
commerce,  and  you  may  be  ready  to  meet  any  contingencies  which  occur. 

The  Constellation  will  be  fitted  for  sea,  and  sent  to  you  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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I  enclose,  by  the  order  of  the  President,  an  extract  of  a  letter  lately  received  from  the  Island  of  Cuba; 
you  will  consider  it  confidential,  and  to  be  used  for  your  information,  so  far  as  you  may  find  it  useful. 

With  the  Constellation,  directions  will  be  sent  fur  you  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Haj'ti,  there  to 
acomplish  certain  objects  which  will  be  particularly  explained  to  j'ou,  and  instructions  given. 

I  enclose  a  circular  letter  on  the  subject  of  acting  appointments,  to  which  I  urge  your  particular 
attention.  No  subject  has  been  found  to  create  greater  difficulties  than  acting  appointments,  and  per- 
mission to  officers  to  perform  duties  above  the  grades  in  which  they  are  known  to  the  Department. 

I  also  enclose  certain  directions  for  the  survey  of  Pensacola,  Tampa  Bay,  Key  West,  and  the  Dry 
Tortugas. 

I  have  also  directed  to  report  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  survey,  Master  Commandant 

. ,  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Sherbourne,  Midshipman  Lewis  M.  Goldsborough,  and  Joseph  Bowman. 

Should  you  deem  the  services  of  any  other  officers  necessary  for  this  purpose,  you  will  inform  me  of  it. 
You  will  direct  the  vessel  to  be  used  for  this  purpose.  The  Florida  will  be  detained  for  a  few  weeks,  to 
make  a  survey  of  Charleston  harbor,  after  which,  she  will  be  ordered  to  proceed  forthwith  to  join  your 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  West  Indies,  &c.,  Washington. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  July  6,  1825. 


AX    EXPOSITION   OF   THE    FACTS    AND    CIRCUMSTANCES    WHICH   JUSTIFIED  THE    EXPEDITION  TO    FOXARDO,  AND  THE    CONSE- 
QUENCES thereof;    TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COURT  OF  INQUIRY  THEREON. 

Washington,  March  1,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  come  to  this  place,  and 
I  now  await  your  further  directions. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  March  2,  1825. 
Sir:  Having  this  day  seen  in  print  several  letters  from  Mr.  Thomas  Randall  and  Mr.  John  Mountain, 
communicated  through  the  State  Department  to  Congress,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  character  of  myself 
and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  West  India  squadron,  I  have  to  request  that  an  inquiry  may  be  insti- 
tuted, to  ascertain  how  far  facts  will  justify  their  statements  and  remarks,  and  the  injurious  remarks  they 
have  elicited  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  March  8,  1825. 
Sir:  The  officers  named  in  the  enclosed  list  will  be  necessary,  as  witnesses,  to  enable  me  to  repel,  in 
a  suitable  manner,  the  foul  charges  of  Mr.  Thomas  Randall   and  Mr.  John  Mountain,  and  the  injurious 
insinuations  and  assertions  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  against  myself  and  the  officers  under  my  command. 
Understanding  that  vessels  having  some  of  them  on  board  are  about  sailing,  I  beg  that  they  may  be 
detained,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

Captains. — Stephen  Cassin,  Alex.  Dallas,  Wm.  B.  Finch,  L.  Kearney,  T.  H.  Stevens. 

Lieutenants. — C.  W.  Skinner,  J.  T.  Newton,  F.  A.  Gregory,   Silas  Duncan,  J.  P.  Zantzinger,  

Bell,  C.  Boardman,  R.  Vorhees,  C.  R.  Stribling,  D.  G.  Farragut,  J.  G.  Baughan,  F.  A.  Thornton,  purser. 


Washington,  March  16,  1824. 

Sir:  It  is  now  sixteen  days  since  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here,  in  obedience  to 
your  order  of  the  2'Ith  December,  and  I  have  anxiously  since  awaited  your  further  instructions. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  interruptions  the  recent  changes  in  government  and  other  circumstances  have 
occasioned  to  the  transactions  of  public  business,  and  however  irksome  and  uncertain  may  be  my  present 
situation,  and  whatever  anxiety  I  may  feel  on  the  occasion,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  press  on  the  Department 
my  own  affairs,  in  preference  to  those  of  greater  importance.     I  cannot,  however,  help  requesting  that 
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there  may  be  as  little  delay  in  the  investigation  of  my  conduct,  both  as  regards  the  affair  of  Foxardo,  and 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Eandall  and  Mr.  Mountain,  as  is  consistent  with  the  pnblic  interests. 

The  state  of  ignorance  and  uncertainty  in  which  I  have  been  kept,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  desire  of  vindicating  myself  to  the  government  and  the  public,  and  relieving  myself  from  a 
species  of  suspension  and  supposed  condemnation,  must  be  my  apology  for  now  troubling  you. 

Officers  continue  to  make  to  me  their  reports,  and  to  request  of  me  orders.  Not  knowing  whether 
the  Department  still  considers  me  in  command  of  the  West  India  squadron,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  how  to 
act.     Will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  on  the  subject? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  POETER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Navy  Department,  March  16,  1825. 
Sir:  It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  determination  of  the  Executive,  that  a  court  of 
inquiry  will  be  formed,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  your  recall,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant.  . 

It  was   the  intention  of  the  Department,  in  ordering  Captain   U  arrington  to  the  West  Indies,  to 
relieve  you  from  the  command  of  the  squadron  there. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHAED. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  iwesenl. 


Washington,  April  13,  1825. 

Sir:  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  obtrusive  in  me  to  remind  you  of  the  extremely  unpleasant 
situation  in  which  your  orders  of  the  2'Ith  of  December  have  placed  me.  You  will  recollect,  no  doubt, 
that  they  required  me  to  repair  to  this  place,  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  explain  my  conduct  in  relation 
to  the  Foxardo  affair.  From  this  positive  injunction,  they  deprived  me  of  the  opportunity,  without  taking 
on  myself  great  responsibility,  of  obtaining,  by  personal  application,  the  written  testimony  necessary  in 
the  case;  not  knowing  the  cause  which  influenced  you  in  urging  my  recall  so  speedily,  and  not  wishing 
to  have  unnecessary  delay  ascribed  to  any  wish  on  my  part,  the  day  of  my  arrival  here,  (the  1st  of  March) 
1  reported  to  you  my  attendance  on  your  further  orders.  No  notice  being  paid  to  this  report,  after  an 
interview  had  with  the  President,  I  again  addressed  you  at  his  suggestion,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month, 
and  on  the  same  day  I  received  your  letter,  apprising  me  that,  by  the  determination  of  the  Executive,  a 
court  of  inquiry  would  be  formed  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo,  as  well  as  the  charges  of 
Mr.  Eandall,  so  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Since  that  time  I  have  waited  patiently  your  convenience,  regardless  of"the  anxiety  and  importunity 
of  my  friends,  not  wishing  to  press  my  business  on  you  to  the  exclusion  of  matters  which  might  now 
appear  to  you  of  more  importance  to  the  public  interest  than  the  investigation  of  my  conduct  in  the 
Foxardo  aflair,  or  the  charges  against  myself  and  others,  as  contained  in  Mr.  Eandall's  statements.  I 
must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  however,  that  the  manner  of  my  recall  proves  that,  at  the  time  your 
order  of  the  27 th  December  was  issued,  the  investigation  of  the  affair  which  caused  it  was  considered  of 
great  national  importance,  and  a  note  subsequently  received  from  Mr.  Monroe  not  only  confirms  this  belief, 
but  proves  that  he  still  thought  so,  after  he  had  gone  out  of  office.  I  must  also  beg  leave  to  observe  that, 
whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  now,  the  punishment  to  me  is  none  the  less  on  acconnt  of  the 
change,  if  any  change  has  taken  place.  The  affair  of  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  recal — the  affair 
of  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  being  displaced  from  my  command — it  is  that  affair  which  now  keeps 
mo  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  my  official  functions — it  was  that  which  caused  you  to  pronounce 
censure  on  me,  to  punish  and  degrade  me,  before  any  complaint  against  me,  before  trial,  and  before  I 
was  called  on  for  an  explanation. 

If,  sir,  opinion  is  changed;  if,  by  information  since  received  from  other  quarters,  you  have  been 
induced  to  believe  that  the  public  interests  do  not  require  so  much  haste  in  the  investigation  as  you  at  first 
supposed,  it  would  seem  but  just  that  my  own  anxieties,  and  the  anxieties  of  those  whose  peace  of  mind 
I  regard,  and  good  opinion  I  highly  respect,  should  be  relieved  by  some  intimation  of  your  intentions 
with  ren-ard  to  me — that  there  should  be,  in  fact,  some  relaxation  in  the  severity  of  the  course  adopted 
towards  me. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  trouble  you  with  any  complaint  whatever;  but  I  feel  that  I  should 
neither  do  my  duty  to  myself,  to  what  I  owe  to  others,  and  indeed  to  the  service  to  which  I  belong,  if,  by 
a  longer  silence,  1  gave  reason  to  believe  that  I  acquiesced  in  a  course  of  conduct  towards  me,  which, 
when  a  full  investigation  takes  place,  and  all  the  facts  are  known,  few,  I  think,  will  acknowledge  it 
founded  on  justice. 

The  Executive,  it  appears,  has  decided  that  a  court  of  inquiry  shall  be  ordered  to  investigate  my 
conduct.  Why  then  deprive  me  of  the  opportunity  of  making  my  explanation,  by  delaying  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Executive  will?  Upwards  of  six  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  reported  my  arrival  here,  and, 
as  yet,  I  only  know  the  determination  of  the  Executive. 

The  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  by  whom  the  investigation  is  to  be  made,  are  unknown  to  me. 
No  definite  period  is  fixed  on  for  the  holding  of  the  court,  and  I  therefore  most  respectfully  ask,  what  ia 
your  determination  with  respect  to  me?  that  I  may  know  what  course  of  conduct  it  would  be  proper  for 
me  to  pursue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 
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Navy  Department,  April  20,  1825. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  precept  which  has  been  issued  for  a  court  to  make  the 
inquiry,  instituted  by  the  Executive,  into  your  conduct  at  Foxardo.  You  will  perceive  that  the  same 
court  is  also  directed  to  make  the  inquiry  which  has  been  granted  at  your  own  request. 

In  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  which  has  been  received,  it  created  some  surprise  to  find  the 
declaration,  that  the  "positive  injunction"  in  the  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  27th  December,  1824, 
to  "proceed,  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  this  place,"  "deprived  you  of  the  opportunity,  without  taking 
on  yourself  great  responsibility,  of  obtaining,  by  personal  application,  the  written  testimony  necessary 
in  the  case."  By  referring  to  that  letter,  you  will  find  that  you  are  expressly  charged  to  "  bring  with 
you  those  officers  whose  testimony  is  necessary,  particularly  Lieut.  Piatt;  and  such  written  evidence  as 
you  may  suppose  useful"  for  the  "full  investigation"  which  it  was  declared  the  importance  of  the 
transaction  demanded.* 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  views  of  the  Executive,  either  as  to  the  necessity  or  character  of 
the  investigation,  and  any  delay  which  has  occurred  in  proceeding  with  it  must  be  attributed  to  other 
causes. 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  say,  "the  affair  at  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of 
my  recall;  the  affair  at  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  being  displaced  from  my  command;  it  is  that 
aifair  which  now  keeps  me  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  my  oflQcial  functions,"  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that  although  that  affair  was  the  immediate  cause  of  your  recall,  yet  you  are  not  ignorant  that  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  Department  to  recall  you  from  that  command,  for  other  reasons,  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
convenient  to  substitute  a  competent  officer  in  your  place,")"  a  purpose  only  prevented  by  this  transaction, 
which  intervened  previously  to  its  execution. 

No  other  notice  of  the  style  and  manner  of  your  letter  is  deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  than  to 
remind  you  of  the  relation  which  subsists  between  you  and  the  Department. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


To  Isaac  Chauncey,  Esq.,  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States: 

It  having  been  made  to  appear  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that,  on  or  about  the  fourteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  David  Porter, 
Esq.,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  then  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  did,  with  a  part  of  the  military  force  under  his  command, 
forcibly  land  upon  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King 
of  Spain,  then  and  still  at  peace  and  in  amity  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  did  then 
and  there  commit  acts  of  hostility  within  the  territories,  and  against  the  subjects,  of  the  said  King  of 
Spain : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  deemed  au  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  David  Porter 
on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  same,  to  be  necessary  and  proper. 

And,  whereas,  certain  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
regard  to  the  employment  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  setting  forth  in  substance  that,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  the  said 
naval  forces  were  not  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  most  effective  manner,  but  were 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  specie  and  of  other  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
public  interests;  and  the  said  David  Porter  considering  his  conduct  and  character  as  the  commander  of 
said  forces  to  be  thereby  implicated,  has  requested  of  this  Department  that  inquiry  be  made  into  the  truth 
of  said  representations: 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  has  charged  me  to  convene  a 
court  of  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  matter  aforesaid.  You  are  therefore  hereby 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Navy  yard  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  May  next, 
to  act  as  a  member  of  the  said  court,  and  to  officiate  as  the  president  thereof. 

Orders  are  also  transmitted  to  Captain  William  M.  Crane  and  Captain  George  C.  Reed  to  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esquire,  is  also  appointed  judge  advocate,  and  will 
report  himself  to  you  in  that  capacity  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  court  is  hereby  required  to  convene  and  organize  at  the  said  Navy  yard  at  Washington, 
on  the  said  second  day  of  May,  and  is  authorized  and  directed  to  summon  before  it  such  persons  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  give  information  touching  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  it  is  also  empowered, 
authorized  and  directed,  diligently  and  strictly  to  inquire  into  the  said  matters,  to  make  a  statement  of 
the  facts  in  relation  to  the  same  as  they  shall  appear  to  the  court,  and  particularly  to  examine  into  and 
report  the  causes  which  led  to  the  conduct  of  the  said  David  Porter  at  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  before 
mentioned,  and  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  were  employed  in 
the  most  effective  manner  in  the  suppression  of  piracj',  or  in  objects  of  inferior  momeut  to  the  neglect  of 
the  public  interests;  all  of  which  you  will  transmit  to  this  Department,  to  be  submitted  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  consideration. 

•  Those  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  the  West  Indies,  need  not  be  informed  that  it  requires  more  time  to  go  from  Thompson's 
Island,  where  the  Secretary's  orders  found  me,  to  St.  Thomas,  where  Lieut.  Piatt  was,  and  where  the  documents  were  to  be  obtained, 
thau  to  come  from  Thompson's  Island  to  the  United  States.  The  public,  therefore,  will  be  able  to  .judge  whether  I  should  have  been 
justified  by  the  Secretary's  orders  iri  obtaining,  by  personal  application,  the  wrillen  testimony  necessary  in  the  case.  I).  P. 
■11  1,^  ^'^  ""^  19th  of  October,  1824,  while  at  Washington,  before  going  to  the  West  Indies,  I  requested,  for  various  reasons,  among  others 
111  health,  and  apprehension  of  a  West  India  climate,  that  the  Secretary  would  order  me  to  bo  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
squadron.  The  Secretary,  in  his  reply  to  this  application  of  the  21st,  informs  me  that  if  I  had  made  my  application  earlier  I  should 
have  been  relieved,  and  a  successor  appointed,  but  having  failed  to  do  so,  and  the  presence  of  a  commander  on  the  station  being 
indispensable,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed.  "  When  it  is  conyenicnt  to  the  Department,"  (says  the  Secretary,)  "  your  wish  to  be  relieved 
shall  be  gratified."     It  is  to  this  intimation  the  Secretary  alludes,,  when  he  reminds  me  of  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  recall  me. 
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And  for  ynur  so  doing,  this  shall  be  to  you  and  to  all  concerned  a  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  this  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-ninth. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD,     [l.  s.] 


Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry  directed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  David  Porter,  Esquire, 
a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  convened  at  the  Navy  yard  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 
second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  in  obedience  to  the  precept  of 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  the  IWi  day  of  April,  1825 — which  is  hereunto 
annexed  and  marked  (A.) 

Captain  Isaac  Chauncey,  appointed  in  and  by  the  said  preceptas  presidentof  said  court,  and  Captains 
William  M.  Craine  and  George  C.  Reed,  members  thereof,  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  judge  advocate,   appeared. 

Captain  David  Porter  also  appeared,  and  being  asked  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  offer  against 
either  of  the  members  of  the  court,  replied  that  he  had  no  specific  objection  to  individuals,  but  he  objected 
to  the  materials  of  which  the  court  was  composed:  and  stated  further,  that  he  had  some  remarks  to  make 
on  the  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  precept;  that  he  did  not  think  the  court  was  legally  formed.  The  oath 
prescribed  by  law  in  such  case  was  administered  by  the  judge  advocate  to  the  president  and  members  of 
the  court — and  the  president  administered  to  the  judge  advocate  the  oath  required  by  law  to  be  taken  by 
him. 

Captain  Porter  then  submitted,  and  read  to  the  court,  a  paper  containing  certain  remarks  upon  the 
precept  by  the  authority  of  which  the  court  had  been  convened-,  which  was  annexed  to  the  record,  and 
marked  (B.)  The  room  being  cleared,  the  court  proceeded  maturely  to  deliberate  on  the  same;  after 
some  time  it  was  opened,  and  the  judge  advocate  informed  Captain  Porter  that  he  had  been  instructed  to 
read  to  him  a  letter  which  had  been  addressed  by  the  judge  advocate,  by  the  directions  of  the  court,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by  which  he  would  be  apprised  of  the  course  which  the  court  had  taken  with 
regard  to  the  paper  submitted  by  him — which  letter  was  read,  annexed,  and  marked  (C.) 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  3. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before. 

The  judge  advocate  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  a  communication  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  in  answer  to  the  letter  yesterday  addressed  to  him,  which  was  annexed  to  the  record  and 
marked  (D.) 

The  judge  advocate  then  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  certified  copies  from  the  Navy  Department, 
of  certain  papers,  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  (Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6.) 

Charles  T.  Piatt,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

On  the  24th  October  last,  as  I  believe,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  received  a  communication 
from  Messrs.  Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.,  commercial  agents  at  St.  Thomas,  informing  me  that  their  store  had 
been  forcibly  entered  the  preceding  night,  and  robbed  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  I  commanded  the  Beagle,  then  at  St.  Thomas.  With  this  communication  I  received  also  a 
request  from  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily,  to  assist  in  i-ecovering  the  goods.  I  went  on  shore  and  called  on 
them,  and  there  learned  from  merchants  who  had  been  previously  robbed  at  the  same  place,  that  they 
had  good  reason  for  supposing  that  these  goods  had  been  taken  to  Foxardo,  or  in  that  neighborhood.  I 
lost  no  time  in  getting  my  vessel  ready  for  sea;  took  with  me  a  pilot  furnished  from  the  shore,  and  a 
clerk  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily,  with  a  description  of  the  goods  that  had  been  stolen.  On  the  evening  of 
the  26th,  about  6  o'clock,  I  anchored  with  my  colors  flying  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  It  was  then  so  late 
that  the  pilot  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  on  shore,  or  was  not  capable  of  showing  me  the  way.  Early 
the  next  morning,  (the  27th)  a  boat  came  alongside  with  a  message  from  the  captain  of  the  port,  who 
said  he  would  be  happy  to  see  me  on  shore.  I  inquired  whether  he  was  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  vessel,  to  which  he  replied  yes:  lest  he  might  be  mistaken,  I  directed  him  to  inform  the  captain  of 
the  port  it  was  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  and  that  I  should  be  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible. 
At  about  half-past  six  I  landed;  I  was  there  met  by  a  parcel  of  ruffians,  I  could  hardly  tell  what  they 
were.  One  of  them  informed  me  that  I  could  not  proceed  up  to  the  village.  I  inquired  of  him  who  he 
was,  whether  an  officer  or  not;  he  gave  me  no  satisfaction  whatever,  but  merely  repeated  that  I  could 
not  proceed  up  to  the  town.  I  then  proceeded  on  without  any  interruption  whatever;  having  been 
advised  so  to  do  by  some  citizens  who  were  there,  who  informed  me  these  people  had  no  authority  to 
stop  me. 

Having  entered  the  village,  I  first  went  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  having  been  informed  by  a 
gentleman,  a  citizen  of  the  place,  that  this  was  proper.  I  informed  the  captain  of  the  port  of  the 
object  of  my  visit,  and  my  reasons  for  appearing  in  citizen's  dress,  and  after  producing  the  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Campos,  he  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  character,  and  directed  me  to  call 
upon  the  alcalde  and  inform  him.  I  called  on  the  alcalde,  and  explained  to  him  my  object,  and 
again  produced  the  letter  to  Mr.  Campos.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  character,  and  appeared 
very  much  pleased  that  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  come  on  shore  in  citizen's  dress.  He  then  stated 
that  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  the  goods  before  night,  or  ascertain  where  they  were. 
This  conversation  was  entirely  between  ourselves,  the  interpreter  only  being  present — every  one  else 
being  out  of  hearing.  He  said  the  recovery  of  the  goods  would  probably  be  attended  with  expense.  I 
replied,  that  if  it  was  necessary  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  recovery  of  the  goods,  I  was  authorized  to  oifer 
one,  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars.  I  then  proposed  going  round  to  the  different  stores,  where  it 
was  possible  these  goods  might  have  been  deposited,  with  the  police,  and  examine  the  goods  and  see  if 
they  corresponded  with  the  samples  and  descriptions  we  had.  It  was  supposed  that  the  goods  which  had 
been  stolen  were  the  only  goods  of  that  description  in  the  countiy.     He  told  me  to  let  that  matter  rest — 
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to  let  him  manage  the  affair.  He  observed,  that  as  I  had  very  properly  taken  the  precaution  to  come  on 
shore  in  citizen's  clothes,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  let  it  rest  entirely  with  him;  that  if  I  accompanied 
him  it  might  excite  some  suspicion.  I  accordingly  went  to  a  public  house  and  took  my  breakfast.  I 
received  a  message  from  the  alcalde,  requesting  mo  to  call  at  his  office.  I  was  then  under  the  impression 
that  he  had  made  some  discoveries  in  respect  to  the  goods  that  I  was  in  search  of.  I  went  over  to  his 
office  directly;  Lieut.  Eitchie  and  the  pilot  were  with  me,  to  see  what  the  result  was.  I  inquired,  on  my 
arrival  at  the  ofiSce  of  the  alcalde,  whether  he  had  sent  for  me,  and  for  what  purpose.  To  this  the  captain 
of  the  port  replied,  in  thw  most  provoking  and  insulting  manner,  that  he  had  sent  for  me  for  the  purpose 
of  demanding  my  register.  I  informed  them  that  I  had  previously  oifered  to  show  my  commission,  my 
uniform,  and  my  clothes;  that  I  had  no  register;  that  a  man-of-war  carried  none.  He  then  told  me,  that 
if  I  did  not  produce  my  register  at  once,  he  would  imprison  me.  I  then  requested  permission  to  go  ou 
board  my  vessel,  with  any  officer  they  might  choose  to  send  with  me,  and  that  I  would  satisfy  them  of 
the  character  of  my  vessel  and  of  myself.  I  then  stated  to  them,  that  the  insult  which  I  had  received 
from  them  was  of  that  nature  that  it  could  not  be  overlooked  on  my  part,  and  that  I  should  make  a  formal 
report  of  it  to  Commodore  Porter;  and  lest  they  might  deny  that  they  had  arrested  and  imprisoned  me,  that 
I  should  proceed  directly  on  board  my  vessel  and  leave  the  port.  I  left  the  office  with  the  design  of  return- 
ing to  my  vessel,  when  I  was  pursued  by  soldiers,  who  took  me  by  the  collar,  arrested,  and  brought  me 
back.  I  then  considered  myself  as  a  prisoner.  After  detaining  me  about  an  hour  under  charge  of  the 
sentry,  with  Mr.  Eitchie  and  the  pilot,  they  consented  to  let  me  send  Mr.' Bedford,  the  clerk  who  had  been 
sent  down  by  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Bailey,  on  board  the  vessel  for  rny  commission.  I  sent  him  on  board,  and 
directed  him  to  bring  my  commission  and  uniform,  though  they  did  not  require  the  latter.  Mr.  Bedford 
returned  with  them.  I  put  on  my  uniform  and  showed  them  my  commission,  observing  that  it  was  a 
thing  which  had  never  been  required  of  me  before.  After  perhaps  fifteen  minutes'  deliberation  on  the 
subject,  they  pronounced  the  commission  a  forgery,  and  me  a  damned  pirate,  and  ordered  me  to  be  confined 
in  the  jail.  They  called  it  the  King's  house,  and  not  knowing  what  that  meant,  I  thought  they  were 
about  taking  me  to  the  most  genteel  house  in  the  place.  So  soon  as  I  approached  near  enough  to  discover 
that  it  was  a  guard-house,  well  calculated  to  produce  the  yellow  fever  or  plague,  I  objected  to  being  con- 
fined there,  and  said  I  would  not  be,  unless  they  compelled  it  by  force  of  arms.  In  about  ten  minutes  they 
returned  me  to  the  quarters  from  which  they  had  taken  me,  and  placed  me  under  charge  of  a  sentry. 

After  my  return,  I  directed  the  interpreter  to  inquire  what  their  object  was — whether  they  meant  to 
detain  me,  or  what  they  wanted.  The  answer  was,  they  would  detain  me  until  they  heard  from  St. 
John's,  as  I  had  produced  nothing  to  satisfy  them  of  my  character.  I  informed  them,  that  what  I  had 
already  shown  them  was  all  that  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  show  them  after  hearing  from  St.  John's. 
They  informed  me  I  had  shown  nothing  to  satisfy  them  that  I  was  ever  ordered  to  that  vessel  as  a  lieu- 
tenant commandant.  I  then  requested  permission  to  send  on  board  for  my  orders;  it  was  granted.  I 
sent  on  board  and  got  them.  After  producing  my  orders,  they  called  a  council,  detained  me  till  about 
fifteen  minutes  before  sundown,  confined.  I  was  then  set  at  liberty,  and  ordered  to  go  on  board  my 
vessel,  which  I  did,  laughed  and  hissed  at  by  every  blackguard  in  the  street.  In  this  way  I  left  the 
village,  went  on  board  my  vessel,  and  got  imder  way. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  I  was  standing  out  of  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  and  discovered 
the  John  Adams  with  her  broad  pendant  flying,  standing  into  the  harbor.  As  soon  as  the  com- 
modore came  to  anchor,  I  went  on  board,  and  reported  m_yself  to  him,  and  mentioned  the  circum- 
stances that  had  led  to  my  visit  to  Foxardo,  and  the  treatment  I  met  with  there.  The  commodore 
replied  that  a  written  report  was  necessary.  I  informed  him  it  should  be  done  directlj^;  that  not  expect- 
ing him  so  soon,  was  the  cause  why  it  had  not  already  been  made  out.  The  commodore  further  informed 
me,  that  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  justify  my  going  there  as  I  did,  that  he  would  visit 
Foxardo,  and  obtain  redress  for  the  insult  offered  to  my  person,  and  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  I 
referred  the  commodore  to  Mr.  Cabot  and  Mr.  Furniss,  both  commercial  agents  at  that  place,  who  would 
inform  him  that  robberies  of  the  same  kind  had  been  before  committed,  and  the  goods  stolen  traced  to 
Foxardo,  or  the  neighborhood.  The  commodore  directed  me  to  go  on  shore  and  request  Mr.  Cabot  to 
come  on  board,  and  at  the  same  time  get  a  pilot.  I  saw  Mr.  Cabot,  who  immediately  came  on  board 
with  me.  In  the  morning  the  pilot  came  on  board  the  Beagle,  and  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and 
stood  out  to  the  Adams,  then  under  way  by  order  of  the  commodore.  I  went  on  board  the  commodore 
and  delivered  my  written  report.  I  was  then  ordered  to  go  ahead,  with  the  pilot  on  board  the  Beagle, 
and  make  the  best  of  my  way  to  Foxardo.  The  wind,  however,  was  light,  and  we  were  obliged  to  lie 
to,  off  and  on  during  the  night.  The  next  morning  at  daylight  I  was  hailed,  and  ordered  to  proceed 
again  ahead.  At  about  1  o'clock  a  boat  was  sent  on  board  from  the  commodore  for  the  pilot,  and  I  was 
directed  to  proceed  on  again  to  the  south.  At  eight,  signals  were  made  to  follow  the  motions  of  the 
commodore,  who  was  standing  in  to  the  land.  At  nine,  we  came  to  anchor  under  the  lee  of  Passage 
Island,  where  we  remained  until  twelve  at  night,  when  the  Grampus,  the  Beagle,  the  barges  of  the 
Adams,  with  as  many  of  the  officers  and  men  as  could  be  spared  from  the  vessels,  got  under  way,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  we  came  to  anchor, 
with  the  Grampus  and  Beagle,  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo.  The  barges  *vere  officered  and  manned,  and 
about  landing.  At  this  time  one  of  them  had  been  sent  to  attack  a  fort  on  an  eminence  at  the  beach. 
Commodore  Porter,  at  the  same  time,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Stribling  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  alcalde  of  the 
place.  At  half-past  eight  we  commenced  marching  up  from  the  landing  to  the  village,  which  was  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  distant.  We  walked  it  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  After  we  arrived  within 
about  forty  rods  of  the  village,  in  a  few  minutes  we  discovered  a  field-piece  ahead,  with  a  number  of 
men  with  muskets.  Commodore  Porter  ordered  us  to  halt.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  we  discovered  a 
white  flag,  which  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Stribling,  the  alcalde,  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  the 
interpreter.  They  professed,  when  they  met  the  commodore,  not  to  know  the  object  of  his  visit.  The 
commodore  informed  them  they  ought  to  have  known  that  from  the  tenor  of  his  note — asked  them  if  they 
had  not  confined  me  after  knowing  that  I  was  an  American  officer,  and  why  they  had  done  so.  The 
alcalde  admitted  he  had  confined  me  after  knowing  I  was  an  American  officer,  but  said  that  he  was  not 
to  blame,  as  he  had  been  forced  to  do  so  by  others.  The  commodore  informed  him  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  other  person;  that  he  was  the  alcalde  and  chief  magistrate  of  the  place,  and  that  he  held 
him  responsible  for  the  insult  offered  to  me,  and  to  the  flag — that,  as  he  had  the  power  of  confining,  he 
certainly  had  the  power  of  releasing  me.  The  commodore  then  informed  there  was  no  necessity  for  any 
altercation — that  the  time  he  had  allowed  had  nearly  expired — that  there  was  about  five  or  seven  minutes 
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remaining — that  he  required  of  them  a  suitable  apology,  such  a  one  as  should  be  dictated,  the  refusal  of 
which  would  compel  him  to  resort  to  force  of  arms,  which  should  terminate  in  the  final  destruction  of  the 
village.  They  acceded  to  this,  and  apologized,  in  the  manner  the  commodore  dictated,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  present.  This  being  done,  we  proceeded  down  to  the  beach.  Refreshments  were  brought  down, 
and  we  returned  to  the  vessels  and  got  under  weigh. 

I  neglected  mentioning  the  spiking  two  nine-pounders  which  guarded  the  passage  by  which  we 
marched  up.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  loaded.  There  was  a  battery  on  the  beach,  on  the  eminence, 
with  two  cannon.  I  saw  the  Spaniards  by  them  with  matches;  they  were  trainiftg  them  upon  the  vessels. 
The  battery  was  attacked  by  a  barge,  and  the  Spaniards  ran  without  firing.  The  other  barges  landed  at 
almost  the  same  time  on  the  beach,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  battery.     They  did  not  fire  at  us  at  all. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  half-past  ten  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before. 

The  court  resumed  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Piatt: 

Question.  Was  the  store  of  Messrs.  Cabot  and  Baily  in  the  town  or  Island  of  St.  Thomas? 

Answer.  The  store  of  Messrs.  Cabot  &  Baily  was  in  the  city  of  St.  Thomas,  the  dock  in  the  rear  of 
the  store. 

Ques.  Were  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  resident  merchants  at  St.  Thomas? 

Ans.  Yes.     Those  gentlemen  were  American  citizens,  residing  at  St.  Thomas. 

Ques.  Did  any  communication  pass  between  yourself  and  the  authorities  of  St.  Tliomas,  in  relation 
to  the  alleged  robbery? 

Ans.  No.  I  had  no  communication  with  the  authorities  at  St.  Thomas.  I  understood  from  Mr. 
Cabot,  and  subsequently  from  the  governor,  that  some  had  passed  between  them. 

Ques.  Did  you  carry  any  letter  or  other  document  from  the  Governor  or  other  officer  of  St.  Thomas, 
or  any  force  furnished  from  that  island? 

Ans.  No.  I  carried  no  paper  from  any  official  person  at  St.  Thomas,  but  a  private  letter  from  one  of 
the  most  respectable  merchants  there,  addressed  to  Mr.  Campos,  one  of  the  most  respectable  merchants 
at  Foxardo. 

Ques.  What  orders  had  you  received  from  Commodore  Porter,  which  you  considered  as  authorizing 
the  steps  you  took? 

Ans.  I  had  received  orders  to  protect  our  commerce  in  every  manner  which  was  consistent  with  the 
rules  of  the  service.  I  understood  myself  as  authorized  to  go  on  shore  at  Foxardo,  and  inform  the  police 
of  the  robbery  that  had  been  committed,  which  was  the  object  I  had  in  view. 

Ques.  Did  the  messenger  from  the  captain  of  the  port,  or  the  captain  of  the  port  himself,  intimate, 
in  your  first  conversation  with  them,  that  they  knew  the  vessel  then  in  port  to  be  an  American  man-of- 
war? 

Ans.  Yes.  The  captain  of  the  port,  in  my  first  interview  with  him,  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  of 
the  fact,  and  took  down  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  names  of  myself  and  officers,  and  our  force. 

Ques.  In  your  first  interview  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  or  the  alcalde,  did  you  request  them  to 
act  in  the  recovery  of  the  property  of  which  you  were  in  search,  or  did  jon  propose  to  search  for  and 
take  the  property  yourself? 

Ans.  I  requested  them  to  act,  to  search  for  the  goods,  not  intending  to  act  myself  at  all.  I  after- 
wards proposed  going  myself  with  the  police,  which  they  objected  to  as  unnecessary. 

Ques.  Did  Commodore  Porter  know  anything  of  the  transaction  at  Foxardo,  previous  to  your  com- 
munication to  him? 

Ans.  No.     He  did  not. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  any  communications  were  made  to  the  authorities  at  Porto  Rico,  either 
by  yourself  or  Commodore  Porter,  prior  the  landing  of  the  force  at  Foxardo? 

Ans.  I  know  of  none. 

Ques.  In  what  boat  or  vessel  did  Lieut.  Stribling  go  to  Foxardo,  and  what  length  of  time  elapsed 
between  his  going  with  the  flag  of  truce  and  the  landing  on  the  beach? 

A71S.  Lieut.  Stribling  went  down  to  Foxardo  in  the  Grampus,  and  landed  about  the  same  time  that 
the  men  did. 

Ques.  Where  did  he  receive  his  instructions  from  the  commodore — at  Foxardo,  or  before  your  arrival 
there? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know. 

Ques.  How  many  nfficors  and  men  were  landed?  Uow  were  they  armed?  What  orders  were  given 
by  the  coniniii.liirc  tn  the  lamling  party,  or  to  those  who  remained  behind? 

Ans.  1  liclic\-c  Ihiit  iilMiiit  two  hundred  officers  and  men  were  landed.  I  do  not  know  what  orders 
were  given  to  those  who  remained.  I  was  ordered  to  land  with  as  many  men  as  I  could  conveniently, 
without  crowding,  carry  in  the  boats.  The  men  were  armed  with  muskets,  boarding  pikes,  cutlasses,  and 
pistols.  I  heard  no  other  orders  given  than  that,  after  we  landed,  we  were  directed  by  the  commodore  to 
fall  into  line  and  march  up. 

Ques.  Had  any  answer  been  received  to  the  communication  made  through  Lieut.  Stribling  before 
the  landing  of  the  men  and  the  spiking  of  the  guns  in  the  battery  on  the  beach,  and  the  two  nine-pounders 
between  the  Ix^ach  and  the  tmvn? 

Ans.   None  thnt  1  knew  (if. 

Ques.  Wlial  is  the  ilistinice  between  Foxardo  and  St.  Johns? 

Ans.   I  think  about  forty  miles. 

Ques.  Did  the  interpreter  appear  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  well  acquainted  with  the  Spanish  and 
English  languages?  And  do  you  understand  Spanish  sufficiently  well  to  know  wliether  he  interpreted 
correctly? 

Ans.  The  interpreter  appeared  perfectly  acquainted  with  both  languages.  I  understood  some  things 
that  were  said,  and  my  pilot,  who  understood  both  languages,  told  me  that  he  interpreted  correctly. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  in  chief  having  been  closed,  Captain  Porter  was  asked  wliether  he 
had  any  questions  to  propose  to  the  witness;  to  which  he  replied  that,   before  proceeding  to  take  any 


1825.]  PROCEEDINGS    OP    COURTS- MARTIAL.  407 

steps  in  liis  defence,  he  had  some  remarks  to  submit  to  the  court,  which  he  read  and  submitted  to  the 
court,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  (E.) 

The  roiini  was  then  cleared,  and  after  some  time  was  opened,  when  the  judge  advocate  informed 
Capt.  Porter  tliat  the  court  had  maturely  deliberated  upon  tin.'  jjapcr  submitted  by  him — that  after  full 
consideration,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  matter  of  the  (■oniimiiiiciiiidn,  as  well  as  the  language  in 
which  it  is  couched,  is  in  several  particulars  so  highly()l)jrctionulile  that,  rould  the  court  have  anticipated 
its  character  and  contents,  it  would  not  have  been  suffered  to  be  read.  The  court  considered  it  as  highly 
disrespectful,  both  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  court  itself  This  court  cannot  submit  to  hear 
from  any  ofiicer  animadversions  on  the  conduct,  and  accusations  against  the  head  of  the  Department, 
wholly  foreign  to  the  investigation  in  which  it  is  engaged;  nor  can  it,  without  forfeiting  its  own  self- 
respect,  listen  to  language  so  offensive  to  itself.  The  court  is  w  illin--  to  i)elieve  that  this  objectionable 
character  may  be  attributed  to  the  hasty  manner  in  which  thi'  p;qicr  appears  to  have  been  drawn  up; 
and  that  Capt.  Porter,  on  consideration,  will  himself  feel  disposed  as  well  to  perceive,  as  to  rectify  the 
grounds  of  objection. 

In  order,  however,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  unpleasant  circumstances,  the  court  has  ordered, 
that  in  future  no  communication  be  received  unless  in  writing,  and  the  paper  must  previously  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  judge  advocate  for  the  consideration  of  the  court. 

The  judge  advocate  further  informed  Captain  Porter,  that  the  court  had  likewise  directed  him  to 
state  that  when  the  question  was  asked  him,  on  the  opening  of  the  court,  whether  he  had  any  objections 
to  make  to  any  member  of  the  court,  he  was  understood  to  say,  distinctly,  that  he  had  none;  but  that  he 
wished  to  submit  to  the  court  "  some  remarks  on  the  precept  by  which  the  court  was  convened,  and  the 
materials  of  which  it  was  constituted."  It  was  then  suggested  to  him  that,  as  the  court  had  not  yet 
been  organized,  it  could  at  that  time  hear  nothing  from  him;  but  that  the  proper  period  would  be  after 
the  members  had  been  sworn  in.  This  suggestion  was  made  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  apparently 
acquiesced  in  by  Captain  Porter. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  court,  Captain  Porter  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  the 
paper  which  has  been  annexed  to  and  constitutes  part  of  the  record.  Conceiving  that  it  contained  not  a 
challenge  to  the  court,  or  a  specific  exception  to  any  member  of  the  court,  but  objections  applying  exclu- 
sively to  the  precept  under  which  it  had  been  convened;  and  that  these  objections,  if  presented  to  the 
government,  might  possibly  induce  some  change  in  the  precept,  with  which  the  court  had  no  authority  to 
interfere;  feeling,  also,  that  the  exceptions  which  had  been  urged  involved  the  competency  of  the 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  court,  a  question  on  which  delicacy  forbade  them  to  express  an  opinion 
when  it  had  not  been  presented  distinctly  to  their  decision,  the  court  determined  to  pursue  the  course 
which  was  adopted,  and  of  which  Captain  Porter  was  immediately  apprised. 

If,  however.  Captain  Porter  did  design  to  raise  a  question  for  the  decision  of  the  court,  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  precept  under  which  it  is  acting,  the  court  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  entertains 
no  doubt  upon  the  subject.  Had  any  doubt  existed,  the  court  would  have  put  it  in  a  way  to  be  satisfac- 
torily decided,  before  proceeding  to  act  under  it. 

The  court  is  aware  that  it  possesses  no  power  to  compel  Captain  Porter  to  take  any  part  in  this 
investigation;  but  it  is  equally  satisfied  that  his  acts  can  in  no  degree  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  proceed  in  the  investigation,  which  it  has  been  charged  to  make  by  the  competent  authority. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  3Iay  5. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before. 

Captain  Porter  stated  to  the  court  that  on  receiving  the  record  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  omission 
had  been  made,  which  he  was  desirous  of  having  supplied,  in  stating  the  proceedings  of  the  first  day. 
He  submitted  to  the  court  his  statement  of  the  remarks  which  he  made  before  the  oath  was  administered 
to  the  members.  The  court  being  of  opinion  that  Captain  Porter  was  entitled  to  have  his  statement 
inserted  in  the  record,  as  containing  his  view  of  what  transpired,  directed  it  to  be  inserted.  It  is  in  the 
words  following,  viz: 

"Captain  Porter  being  asked  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  offer  against  either  of  the  members  of 
the  court,  replied  that  he  had  no  specific  objection  to  individuals,  but  he  objected  to  the  materials  of 
which  the  court  was  composed;  and  stated  further,  that  he  had  some  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  as 
well  as  on  the  precept;  that  he  did  not  think  the  court  was  legally  formed." 

Captain  Porter  then  submitted  to  the  judge  advocate,  for  the  consideration  of  the  court,  a  paper 
(marked  F.)     The  court  was  cleared,  and  after  some  time  was  opened.     The  judge  advocate  informed 

Captain  Porter  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  court  to  say  that  the  paper  had  been  maturely  considered 

that  it  is  deemed  objectionable  from  the  style  of  animadversion  upon  what  has  transpired,  and  of  instruc- 
tion as  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  court.  The  court,  therefore,  will  permit  Captain  Porter  to  withdraw 
it.  Should  he,  however,  wish  it  to  be  inserted  on  the  record  in  its  present  shape,  it  shall  be  done,  accom- 
panied by  such  remarks  as  the  court  conceives  it  due  to  themselves  to  make. 

Captain  Porter  declined  to  withdraw  the  paper,  and  the  judge  advocate  informed  him  as  follows: 

The  court  feels  constrained  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  animadversions  which  Captain  Porter 
has  thought  himself  entitled  to  pass  upon  its  conduct.  The  court  did  understand  Captain  Porter  to 
waive  or  decline  .challenging  any  of  the  members  of  the  court,  but  at  the  same  time  to  intimate,  as  an 
objection  which  he  conceived  existed  against  the  organization  of  the  court,  that  two  of  the  members 
were  his  juniors  in  rank.  The  court  did  not,  at  any  time,  suppose  that  this  objection  had  any  foundation, 
either  in  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  law.  The  law  is  silent  on  the  subject.  The  only  qualification 
required  is  that  the  members  of  the  court  should  be  commissioned  ofiScers.  The  "  materials,  then,  of 
which  this  court  is  constituted,"  are  conceived  to  be  wholly  free  from  any  legal  objection.  Nor  is  there 
anything  in  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  the  court  has  been  able  to  perceive  leading  to  a  different  conclu- 
sion. Every  member  of  this  court  holds  the  same  commission  with  Captain  Porter;  all  are  captains;  one 
his  senior,  two  his  juniors  in  date  of  commission.  The  court,  however,  is  clearly  and  unhesitatingly  of 
opinion  that  no  law  would  be  violated,  either  in  its  letter  or  spirit,  by  the  appointment  of  any'^three  ' 
commissioned  officers  to  constitute  a  court  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer.  Courtesy,  and  a 
regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  officer  whose  actions  are  to  be  investigated,  will,  it  is  presumed,  in  all  cases 
prevent  the  government  from  selecting  ofiicers  of  a  very  inferior  grade  to  sit  upon  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  an  officer  of  elevated  rank.     But  this  principle  can  scarcely  be  carried  to  an  extent  which 
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would  apply  to  a  court,  every  individual  of  which  is  known  to  the  American  navy.  At  all  events,  this  is 
an  objection  which  the  court  conceived,  and  still  conceives,  can  be  properly  decided  only  by  the  Execu- 
tive. This  court  can  in  no  manner  interfere  with  such  a  question.  In  this  instance,  likewise,  it 
appeared  to  the  court  to  be  so  connected  with  other  comments  upon  the  precept  as  to  present  itself 
before  the  court  rather  as  an  animadversion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  thus  organizing  the 
court,  than  as  a  challenge  formally  presenting  the  question  for  its  decision.  Captain  Porter  seems  him- 
self to  have  so  viewed  it,  for  he  assigns  his  reasons  for  making  this  court  the  organ  of  his  communica- 
tions with  the  Department. 

The  court  thinks  proper  further  to  remark  that  the  single  object  for  which  it  has  been  constituted  is 
to  inquire  into  the  official  conduct  of  Captain  Porter,  and  to  report  to  the  Department  the  facts  which 
may  be  proved.  The  court  possesses  no  power  to  adjudge  Captain  Porter  innocent  or  guilty;  it  has  no 
authority  to  impose  punishment.  The  duties  imposed  are  enjoined  by  the  competent  authority.  The 
interference  of  Captain  Porter  in  pursuing  this  investigation,  however  desirable  it  may  be,  as  calculated 
more  fully  to  elicit  the  truth,  is  in  no  manner  necessary.  The  court  is  competent  of  itself  to  perform  the 
duty  imposed  upon  it,  and  will  now  proceed  to  execute  that  task. 

Captain  Porter  was  then  asked  whether  he  had  any  questions  to  propose  to  Lieutenant  Piatt.  He 
declined  putting  any,  and  observed  he  should  now  take  his  leave  of  the  court. 

Eemark. — However  desirable  it  might  have  been  to  myself  and  others  that  the  investigation  asked  for 
by  me  should  proceed;  however  honorable  the  result  might  be  to  myself  and  the  officers  under  my  com- 
mand, and  however  necessary  it  may  be  for  the  reputation  of  the  navy  and  the  nation,  I  could  not  consent 
to  defend  myself  before  the  court  against  any  charge  whatever,  until  its  legality  had  been  decided  by 
competent  authority — until  I  could  appear  before  it  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  my  accusers;  until 
I  could  be  allowed  to  protect  myself  in  the  waj--  which  might  appear  to  me  most  proper,  without  submit- 
ting my  defence  to  the  inspection  of  the  judge  advocate,  who  had  no  right  to  decide  in  my  case,  or  to 
the  control  of  the  court,  who  would  thereby  have  exercised  a  power  not  founded  on  law  or  justice,  and 
without  the  risk  of  undeserved  reproof 

For  the  members  who  composed  the  court,  individually,  no  one  could  have  a  higher  respect  than 
myself,  and  if  a  majority  senior  to  me  could  not  be  had  without  injury  to  the  service,  I  should  have  been 
content.  But  this  has  not  been  made  apparent,  and  I  owed  it  to  the  service  as  well  as  myself,  that  no 
doubt  should  remain  as  to  the  legality  of  the  principle  that  the  court  would  have  established,  that  com- 
missioned officers  of  any  class  are  a  sufficient  court  for  the  trial  of  any  officer,  their  rank  depending  on 
courtesy  alone.  The  framers  of  laws  rarely  permit  justice  to  depend  on  courtesy,  and  I  doubt  tlie 
exception  in  this  case.  Too  much  courtesy  might  permit  the  guilty  to  escape;  too  little,  the  innocent  to 
suffer.  Justice  dispensed  on  this  principle  is  never  certain,  and  seldom  satisfactory.  In  this  instance  I 
may  with  propriety,  considering  all  circumstances,  complain  that  courtesy  has  not  been  sufficiently 
extended;  a  practical  illustration  of  the  effects  of  which  I  have  had  in  the  censure  the  court  thought 
itself  justifiable  in  passing  on  me.  But  independent  of  my  objections  as  stated  above,  on  the  ground  of 
legality,  equality,  and  the  rules  of  the  court,  I  object  to  the  precept  itself,  which  does  not  grant  me 
what  I  asked.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  thought  my  request  an  improper  one,  he  should  have  re- 
fused it;  but  after  he  had  informed  me  he  would  complj'  with  it,  he  should  have  granted  it  to  its  full  extent. 

The  same  principle  that  induced  me  to  go  to  Foxardo  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  of  the  officers 
under  my  command,  induced  me  to  ask  for  an  inquiry  to  enable  me  to  protect  their  characters.  They 
acted  in  both  cases  in  conformity  with  my  orders,  and  were  entitled  to  my  protection,  so  far  as  I  could 
protect  them.  If  in  both  cases  I  have  failed  in  my  object,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the 
failure  is  not  attributable  to  any  omission  on  my  part. 

If  the  court  pursues  the  investigation,  I  feel  no  apprehension  for  the  result,  whether  I  defend  myself 
or  not;  and  if  the  case  should  be  dismissed  by  the  Department  in  consequence  of  my  refusal,  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  justification  of  my  conduct  against  the  imputation  of  Messrs.  Eandall  and  Mountain,  and  of 
members  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  but  it  will  be  no  acquittal  of  the  officers  under  my  command,  against 
whom  similar  charges  by  the  same  persons  have  been  made. 

But  however  desirable  a  decision  in  the  case  may  be,  I  cannot,  either  on  my  own  account,  or  on 
account  of  others,  purchase  the  good  report  of  the  court  at  the  expense  of  self-respect  and  esteem. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  surprise  that  the  court  should  have  conceived  the  idea  that  I 
wished  to  submit  the  question  of  its  competency  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  no  such  wish  is  expressed 
by  me. 

I  wished  my  objections  to  the  precept  submitted  to  the  Secretary,  and  so  expressed  myself;  the  ques- 
tion of  compietency  I  submitted  to  the  court  itself.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  paper  B,  wherein  he 
will  find  I  express  myself  as  follows: 

"That  the  court  is  formed  agreeably  to  the  letter  of  the  law  I  cannot  deny;  nor  could  I  were  it 
formed  of  any  of  the  subordinate  classes  I  have  mentioned.  But  whether  it  is  formed  according  to  its 
spirit  and  intention,  and  on  principles  of  strict  justice,  is  the  question  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you." 

If  the  C(jurt,  from  any  scruples  whatever,  declined  deciding  the  question  thus  presented  to  it,  it 
appears  to  me  the  most  proper  course  would  have  been  to  submit  it  to  the  decision  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States.  But  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  was  not  compe- 
tent; the  decision  as  to  its  belief  on  the  subject,  on  oath,  was  all  that  was  required  by  me,  and  the  ques- 
tion could  have  been  decided  by  the  court  as  readily,  and  as  well,  before  as  it  was  after  the  instructions  of 
the  Secretary  had  been  received;  that  it  did  not  decide  in  the  first  instance,  is  sufficient  evidence  that 
doubts  then  existed  as  to  its  legality. 

"  The  single  object  for  which  it  (the  court)  has  been  constituted,"  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits 
of  the  question  of  legality;  and  although  the  limitation  of  its  powers,  as  defined  in  the  precept,  might 
have  been  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  my  not  defending  myself  before  it,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  apology 
for  the  course  it  has  pursued  toward  me.  The  court  was  not  authorized  to  offer  an  opinion  in  the  case; 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  to  whom  the  subject  is  to  be  submitted,  cannot  be  formed  without  having  all 
the  facts  before  him;  and  liis  opinion,  I  feel  confident,  will  not  be  governed  by  any  act  of  the  court. 

Under  all  circumstances  then,  I  had  nothing  to  lose,  or  apprehend,  by  my  withdrawal  from  the  court, 
and  I  certainly  saved  a  very  useless  sacrifice  of  my  feelings,  as  (except  in  its  deportment  towards  me 
while  before  it,)  it  could  do  me  neither  good  or  harm.  A  court  more  powerless,  and  yet  more  calculated 
to  alarm  the  accused,  was  perhaps  never  formed. 
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The  charge,  first  to  be  investigated,  was  exhibited  against  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  selected  my  judges,  two  of  wliom  were  junior  to  nie.  The  judge  advocate,  who  is 
the  primum  mobile  of  all  military  courts,  received  his  appointment  from  the  Secretary',  and  is  his  warm 
friend  and  proi"'*;?'.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  readily  be  imagined  I  had  everything  to  appre- 
hend, and  nothing  to  hope  for,  while  before  the  court;  and  to  defend  myself  under  the  conditions  imposed 
on  me,  would  have  been  worse  than  useless.  All  that  was  left  for  me  was  to  retire  from  the  court,  and 
to  lay  a  statement  of  the  case  before  the  highest  tribunal  on  earth.  In  doing  so  I  mean  no  disrespect  to 
the  government,  to  the  head  of  the  Department  to  which  I  belong,  or  to  the  court;  I  merely  exercise  a 
right  which  is  secured  to  every  American  citizen;  a  right  which  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  forfeited  when  I 
became  a  public  servant. 

I  feel  that  I  have  been  oppressed,  and  the  privilege  of  complaining  is  not  denied  to  the  meanest 
slave. 

D.  P. 

Alexander  J.  Dallas,  a  master  and  commander  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  produced  as 
a  witness  and  sworn,  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  a  master  commandant,  in  command  of  the 
John  Adams,  bearing  Commodore  Porter's  broad  pendant.  We  arrived  some  time  in  November,  I  do  not 
distinctly  remember  the  date,  off  the  town  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas.  On  our  arrival 
there,  some  time  I  think  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Lieutenant  Piatt,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cabot, 
came  on  board  the  John  Adams,  and  made  a  report  to  the  commodore  of  some  ill-treatment  which  Lieu- 
tenant Piatt  had  received  at  Foxardo.  In  consequence  of  this  report,  I  understood  from  the  commodore 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  visit  Foxardo,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  an  apology  from  the  anthorities  there 
for  their  conduct.  On  the  following  morning  I  was  directed  to  get  the  John  Adams  under  way,  and 
proceed  to  Foxardo.  In  consequence  of  the  lightness  of  the  winds,  and  the  pilot  being  of  opinion  that 
the  draft  of  water  of  the  John  Adams  was  too  great  to  permit  her  to  be  taken  near  the  town,  I  was 
directed  to  anchor  her  under  one  of  the  Passage  Islands,  to  get  out  all  my  boats,  and  prepare  a  hundred 
and  odd  men  with  the  officers.  After  all  these  preparations  were  made,  the  day  had  so  far  advanced  that 
we  could  not  have  arrived  there  before  night.  In  consequence  of  which  the  commodore  directed  that  we 
should  be  ready  by  one  or  two  in  the  morning  to  go  on  board  the  schooner  Grampus,  she  and  the  Beagle 
being  in  company.  We  did  so,  and  the  Grampus  took  our  boats  in  tow.  We  then  proceeded  to  Foxardo, 
where  we  arrived  about  nine  or  ten  the  next  morning.  On  anchoring,  we  observed  on  a  hill,  near  the 
beach,  a  small  battery,  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  a  number  of  men,  and  who  it  was  supposed  intended 
to  make  a  resistance  to  our  anchoring.  An  order  was  given  by  the  commodore,  that  a  boat  and  her  crew 
should  dislodge  the  men  from  that  battery.  The  boats  were  then  all  manned,  and  we  landed.  The  com- 
modore then  directed  Lieutenant  Crabb,  with  a  portion  of  the  marines,  to  advance  and  take  a  position  on 
the  road  by  which  we  were  to  march  up  to  the  town.  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  then  dispatched  with  a 
flag  and  a  letter  to  the  authorities  of  Foxardo.  After  having  formed  the  men,  we  were  directed  to  follow 
on  by  the  road,  leaving  a  guard  of  marines  to  protect  the  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Bar- 
ton. We  then  marched  to  within  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  where  the  marines,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Crabb,  were.  The  commodore  directed  two  guns,  which  we  met  with  on  the  road,  to  be 
spiked.  We  remained  there  until  Lieutenant  Striblirg  returned  with  two  officers,  who  were  understood 
to  be  the  alcalde  and  the  captain  of  the  port.  A  conversation  then  took  place  between  the  commodore 
and  the  alcalde,  through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter;  the  result  of  which  was  an  apology  to  Lieutenant 
Piatt  for  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received  on  his  previous  visit.  The  commodore  asked  the  officers  gene- 
rally if  they  were  satisfied  with  the  apology.  Finding  they  were  so,  he  directed  our  return.  He  received, 
however,  an  invitation  to  go  himself  into  the  town.  He  went  as  far  as  led  us  by  all  the  force  that  was 
collected — a  field  piece  and  sixty  or  seventy  men  with  arms.  After  this  we  returned  to  the  beach,  where 
some  rum  and  refreshments  were  given  to  the  men.  We  embarked  in  the  boats,  went  on  board  the  Gram- 
pus, and  sailed  for  the  John  Adams. 

Question.  Had  you  received  any  information  on  boai-d  the  John  Adams  of  Mr.  Piatt's  treatment  at  Fox- 
ardo, previous  to  his  making  the  report  of  the  transaction  to  the  commodore? 

Answer.  The  account  Mr.  Piatt  gave  was,  I  believe,  the  first  we  had  of  the  affair. 

Ques.  Was  any  communication  made  to  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico,  previously  to  your  entering 
the  harbor  of  Foxardo? 

.4ns.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Ques.  Did  Captain  Porter  consult  with  any  of  his  oiScers  as  to  the  expedition  he  projected,  or  did 
any  of  them  express  any  opinion  to  him  on  the  subject? 

Ans.  He  did  not  consult  with  any  of  them.  From  the  intimacy  that  subsisted  between  Commodore 
Porter  and  myself,  I  believe  I  made  some  remarks  to  him  as  to  the  consequences  that  might  probably 
result  from  it;  and  I  think  he  replied  that  his  instructions  would  bear  him  out  in  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue  on  the  occasion.  This  was  a  voluntary  suggestion  by  me,  not  called  for  by  his  expressing  any 
wish  to  consult  me. 

Ques.  What  orders  did  you  receive  from  Captain  Porter,  previous  to  or  at  the  time  of  your  landing? 

Ans.  The  only  orders  that  I  received  were  those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  that  I  should  take  care 
the  men  were  not  out  of  the  way,  and  that  they  committed  no  excesses. 

Ques.  How  were  the  men  armed?     Were  the  guns  loaded? 

Ans.  They  were  armed  with  muskets,  bayonets,  cutlasses,  pistols,  and  boarding  pikes.  The  guns 
were  loaded  on  the  beach  before  we  marched  up. 

Ques.  Was  any  flag  or  communication  sent  to  the  shore  before  you  landed? 

Ans.  None.  Lieut.  Stribling  landed  with  us.  The  boat  sent  to  spike  the  guns  on  the  hill  went  pre- 
viously to  our  landing. 

Ques.  Did  you  advance  toward  Foxardo  before  the  return  of  the  flag  sent  by  Lieut.  Stribling,  or  did 
you  remain  on  the  beach  till  his  return? 

Ans.  We  advanced  before  the  return  of  the  flag. 

Ques.  Were  the  guns  spiked  before  the  return  of  the  flag? 

Ans.  Yes.     None  were  spiked  after. 

Ques.  What  orders  were  given  by  Commodore  Porter  to  the  officers  remaining  on  board  the  vessels? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know. 
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Ques.  Were  the  Grampus  and  Beag-le  anchored  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  them  to  cover  the 
landing? 

Ans.  The  Beagle  certainly  was;  I  think  the  Grampus  also. 

Ques.  Was  any  opposition  offered  to  your  landing,  or  to  your  advance  to  the  town? 

Ans.  None.  The  impression  was,  that  the  force  on  the  hill  would,  had  they  been  able,  have  fired  on 
the  vessels;  but  there  was  no  opposition  to  our  landing. 

Ques.  What  time  would  it  have  required  to  communicate  from  your  anchorage  with  St.  John's? 

Ans.  The  distance,  I  should  presume,  is  about  40  or  50  miles. 

Ques.  Is  not  St.  John's  the  seat  of  government  of  Porto  Rico? 

Ans.  Yes.     The  governor  of  the  island  resides  there. 

Horatio  N.  Crabb,  a  lieutenant  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according 
to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  commanding  officer  of  marines  on  board  the  John  vVdams,  in  November  last.  I  landed  at 
Foxardo  in  the  same  boat  with  Lieut.  Stribling,  and  on  getting  on  the  beach,  an  officer  informed  me  that 
Commodore  Porter,  '^ho  had  previously  landed,  wished  to  see  me.  My  command  was  distributed  in  dif- 
ferent boats.  On  reaching  the  place  on  the  beach  where  the  commodore  was,  I  was  directed  by  him  to 
form  my  guard,  look  for  the  road  to  the  town,  proceed,  and  take  up  a  favorable  position;  and  at  the  same 
time  received  very  particular  instructions  not  to  suffer  my  men  to  commit  any  outrages  upon  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  road,  nor  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility  myself,  unless  I  met 
with  resistance,  or  was  opposed  on  my  march  towards  the  town.  After  receiving  these  instructions, 
I  commenced  my  march  towards  the  town  with  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  men,  armed  with  muskets. 
When  about  half  way  between  the  beach  and  the  town,  I  discovered  several  persons  approaching  me, 
following  me  with  a  white  flag.  I  could  not  at  the  time  distinguish  who  they  were,  and  continued  my 
march.  After  a  short  time,  I  discovered  that  the  bearer  was  Lieutenant  Stribling,  on  his  way  from  the 
beach  to  the  town.  I  halted  till  he  came  up;  as  he  passed  me  I  observed  to  him  that  I  would  escort  him 
into  the  place.  He  answered,  very  well.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance  further,  he  was  met  by  a 
number  of  persons  from  the  town,  bearing  a  white  flag  also.  I  was  at  that  time  from  twenty  to  thirty 
yards  behind  him.  Immediately  on  his  reaching  the  spot  where  these  persons  were  standing,  I  observed 
that  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of  armed  men.  After  some  conversation  with 
them,  of  which  I  knew  nothing,  he  sent  a  message  to  me  requesting  me  not  to  advance  any  further.  I 
accordingly  halted  the  men  and  rested  them  upon  their  arms.  I  was  at  this  time  from  about  250  to  300 
yards  from  the  town,  perhaps  less;  and  observed  that  there  was  a  number  of  armed  men  drawn  up,  as  I 
presumed,  to  prevent  my  troops  from  entering  the  place.  They  amounted,  perhaps,  to  about  three  times 
as  many  men  as  I  had,  and  had  a  field  piece  which  I  presumed  was  a  six-pounder.  There  was  also  a 
number  of  men  mounted  on  horseback,  who  were  armed  with  swords.  They  were  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town.  I  remained  in  the  position  I  had  taken  up  until  the  commodore  came  up  with  a  body  of  seamen. 
He  halted  them  some  distance  in  rear  of  my  division,  and  came  himself  up  to  the  ground  I  occupied,  and 
directed  me  to  wheel  my  men  into  a  position  which  would  face  the  Spaniards.  I  did  so,  and  again  rested 
them  upon  their  arms.  In  the  course  of  perhaps  fifteen  minutes,  Lieutenant  Stribling  was  observed 
returning,  accompanied  by  the  governor  of  the  place  and  a  small  number  of  the  inhabitants.  I  was  then 
directed  by  Commodore  Porter  to  place  my  men  in  a  situation  that  would  occupy  both  sides  of  the  road, 
and  suffer  none  but  those  in  attendance  on  the  flag  to  pass  me.  After  this  he  retired  to  where  the  officers 
were  assembled,  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  marines,  and  there  received  the  governor  or  alcalde.  I 
know  nothing  of  what  occurred  there,  being  at  too  great  a  distance  to  hear.  In  a  short  time  I  observed 
the  governor  with  Commodore  Porter  and  a  number  of  the  ofiScers  approaching  me.  The  conmiodore  gave 
me  orders,  as  he  passed,  to  put  the  marines  in  motion  and  follow  him  into  the  town,  which  I  did.  After 
passing  the  armed  Spaniards,  I  halted  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  place.  The  commodore  observed  to  me 
that  he  had  been  invited  into  the  place  by  the  governor,  and  also  the  men,  to  take  some  refreshment  after 
the  march;  but  said,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  bring  all  the  men  in,  as  he  apprehended 
that  some  excesses  might  be  committed  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  peaceable  settlement  of  the  busi- 
ness. He,  however,  told  the  governor,  through  the  interpreter,  that  if  refreshments  were  sent  to  the 
beach  they  should  be  paid  for.  After  that  they  parted,  as  I  thought  on  friendly  terms,  we  left  the  town 
and  returned  to  the  boats.  I  hi-ought  up  the  rear  with  the  marines,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  accom- 
panying us  down.  Refreshments  were  sent  and  distributed  to  the  men.  We  then  embarked  and  returned 
to  the  vessels.  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  marines  and  the  alcalde,  entered  the  outskirts  of  the  place, 
but  none  proceeded  further. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  half-past  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  6. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  as  before,  with  the  exception  of 
Captain  Porter,  who  was  not  present. 

Lieutenant  Piatt  was  again  called: 

Question.  How  far  is  the  place,  where  the  John  Adams  was  left  at  anchor,  from  Foxardo? 

Ansiver.  About  twenty-two  miles. 

Ques.  At  what  hour  did  you  leave  the  John  Adams,  and  at  what  hour  did  you  arrive  at  Foxardo? 

Ans.  We  left  the  John  Adams  at  midnight,  and  arrived  at  half-past  seven  or  half-past  eight. 

Ques.  To  what  nation  does  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  belong? 

Ans.  It  is  a  Danish  island. 

Ques.  When  you  left  the  John  Adams,  at  what  time  did  you  calculate  to  reach  Foxardo? 

Ans.  The  intention  of  the  commodore  was  to  reach  Foxardo  at  sunrise,  as  he  informed  me.  We 
were  detained  by  light  winds  and  a  calm. 

Ques.  Were  the  two  nine-pounders  taken  and  spiked  by  the  marines,  or  by  the  sailors  who  came  up 
afterwards?     Describe  as  near  as  you  can  their  position. 

Ans.  I  was  ordered  by  the  commodore  to  spike  them.  I  informed  him  I  had  nothing  to  spike  them 
with,  and  Mr.  Pendergrast  was  then  ordered  to  do  it.'  The  marines  had  passed  them.  They  were  placed 
in  the  road  on  a  causeway,  where  the  road  was  straight  for  about  one  hundred  rods,  and  commanded  that 
part  of  it.  There  were  no  Spaniards  there  at  that  time.  They  had  abandoned  them,  but  they  had  been 
manned  on  my  first  visit  to  the  place.     The  guns  on  the  hill  were,  I  understood,  long  eighteen-pounders. 
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Ques.  Were  both  the  Grampus  and  Beagle  anchored  in  a  position  to  cover  the  landing-? 
Ans.  The  Grampus  was  anchored  off  the  battery,  the  Beagle  in  a  situation  to  cover  the  landing. 
The  court  adjourned  till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  should  probably  be  in  possession  of  more  testimony 
to  submit  to-morrow. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

Saturday,  3Iay  1. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  and 
the  judge  advocate. 

The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  had  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  to  be  submitted  to  the  court;  which  was  read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked.*  The 
accompanying  documents  were  also  read,  the  court  reserving  all  questions  as  to  their  competency  and 
credit  for  future  deliberation  and  decision. 

After  reading  the  papers,  the  court  was  cleared,  and  the  court  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the 
papers  submitted  to  it,  and  after  having  maturely  considered  the  same,  the  court  was  opened,  and  the 
judge  advocate  stated  that  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  deposition  of  Lieut.  Barton,  dated  February 
6th,  1825,  be  annexed  to  the  record,  which  is  accordingly  done,  and  the  paper  is  marked  (H.) 

In  regard  to  the  other  documents,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  many  of  them  are  not  sufficiently 
authenticated  to  authorize  their  reception,  without  an  express  and  sufficient  waiver  of  all  exceptions 
entered  on  the  record.f  That  some  of  them  appear  to  be  of  a  confidential  character,  and  their  contents 
such  as  , without  affecting  this  case,  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  the  public  eye  without  necessity:  and 
that  collectively,  they  present  no  facts  or  views  calculated  to  elucidate  the  subject  submitted  to  the  court. 
The  court,  therefore,  direct  the  judge  advocate  to  return  them  to  the  Navy  Department  as  irrelevant. 

The  court  adjourned  till  half-past  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

On  Monday  the  court  agreed  upon  their  report,  and  transmitted  it  to  the  Department. 

Monday  Morning,  3Iay  9,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Porter. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  no  further  testimony  to  submit  to  the  court  in 
reference  to  the  subject  into  which  it  was  directed  to  make  an  investigation;  and  the  other  branch  of 
inquiry  having  been  granted  at  his  solicitation. 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  after  some 
time  the  court  was  opened,  and  the  judge  advocate  stated  that  the  court  had  determined  to  proceed  in 
the  business  which  had  already  been  investigated,  and  to  report  to  the  Department  the  facts  which  have 
been  formed  in  relation  to  it. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  having  been  read,  tlie  court  was  cleared  for  the  purpose  of 
deliberating  upon  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Department. 

(The  report  here  comes  in,  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.) 

After  the  report  had  been  agreed  to  and  signed,  the  court  directed  it  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  with  a  letter,  informing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  all  the  business  which  was 
before  the  court  is  completed.  This  being  done,  the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  11 
o'clock. 


To  Captain  Isaac  Oiauncey,  president  of  the  court  of  inquiry  now  sitting  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington: 

I  have  received  the  letter  of  the  judge  advocate,  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  in  relation 
to  the  landing  of  a  part  of  the  naval  forces  under  the  command  of  Captain  David  Porter,  in  the  Island  of 
Porto  Rico,  in  November  last. 

I  am  also  apprised  that  Captain  Porter  had  entered  his  protest  against  the  competency  of  the  court, 
and  declined  taking  further  part  in  its  proceedings,  and  that  it  has  nothing  before  it. 

Circumstances  before  it,  connected  with  the  inquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  Captain  David  Porter,  were  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
render  it  expedient  that  that  inquiry  should  not  be  defeated,  because  the  officer  who  requested  it  does  not 
think  proper  to  pursue  it  before  this  court.  You  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  the  inquiry 
indicated  in  the  precept,  according  to  its  terms,  notwithstanding  the  objections  taken  by  Captain  Porter. 
You  will  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter  has  been 
employed  during  the  period  of  his  command,  and  report  to  this  Department  the  facts,  and  whether  the 
said  forces  have  been  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  most  effective  manner  in  which  they 
could  be  emphjyed,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  and  instructions  from  this  Department;  or  whether 
they  have  been  engaged  in  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  service. 

All  wliich  you  will  transmit  to  this  Department,  to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  his  consideration. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  list  of  the  witnesses  to  whom  orders  have  been  given  to  report  them- 
selves to  the  court,  and  such  documents  as  appear  to  be  connected  with  the  subject  of  inquiry  shall  be 
transmitted  as  soon  as  they  can  be  proposed. 

*  Not  in  my  possession.  D.  P. 

t  It  was  the  cause  of  extreme  surprise  to  me,  as  it  was  to  every  bystander,  and  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  to  the  reader,  that  such  a 
condition  for  the  admission  of  the  documents  on  the  record  should  have  come  from  the  court.  If  the  documents  were  proper  testimony, 
they  ought  to  have  been  admitted  without  any  conditions,  and  if  they  were  not  testimony,  they  ought  to  have  been  rejected.  As  to  the 
character  of  the  documents,  whether  confidential  or  otherwise,  that  was  an  affair  for  me  to  consider,  and  not  for  the  court.  It  was  one 
which  the  court  had  nothing  to  do  with.  The  reader  having  the  documents  before  him,  can  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  other  point  of 
the  objection,  to  wit:  "  that  collectively  they  present  no  facts  or  views  calculated  to  elucidate  the  subject  submitted  to  the  court." 
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Should  it  appear,  in  the  progress  of  the  investig-ation,  that  other  testimony  within  the  control  of  the 
Department  will  be  required,  it  shall  be  furnished  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city  of 
[  SEAL.  ]  Washington,  this  tenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  twenty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-ninth. 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


B. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Court:  Before  you  proceed  to  investigate  the  subject  submitted  to  you,  allow  me 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  precept  which  authorizes  your  forming  yourselves  into  a 
court,  and  the  nature  of  the  duties  which  it  imposes  on  you. 

As  regards  the  first  charge  against  me,  submitted  to  your  investigation,  I  have  nothing  at  present 
to  say;  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  having  preferred  it  against  me,  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  couch  it  in 
whatever  language  may  appear  to  him  most  proper  to  obtain  the  end  he  has  in  view.  The  mere  statement 
of  the  charge,  however  forcible  the  terms,  is  no  proof  of  my  guilt,  and  it  remains  for  me  to  oppose  to  it 
the  proofs  1  have  in  my  possession,  sufficient,  I  trust,  to  show  that  my  conduct  in  landing  in  a  hostile 
manner  on  the  shores  of  Porto  Rico,  was  not  only  justifiable,  but  praiseworthy. 

It  is,  however,  a  duty  I  especially  owe  to  myself,  and  to  others  under  my  command,  to  notice  the 
manner  in  which  the  second  subject  is  submitted  to  your  investigation,  to  wit,  the  carrying  of  specie, 
&c.  You  wil  Iperceive  that  it  is  admitted  in  the  precept  that  the  investigation  of  this  subject  is  ordered 
at  my  particular  request;  and  this  being  the  case,  it  would  seem  but  just  that  the  request  should  be 
complied  with,  according  to  its  terms.  My  request,  as  contained  in  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  2d  of  March,  is  in  the  following  words: 

"Having  this  day  seen  in  a  print  several  letters  from  Mr.  Thomas  Randall  and  Mi'.  John  Mountain, 
communicated  through  the  State  Department  to  Congress,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  character  of  myself 
and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  West  India  squadron,  I  have  to  request  that  an  inquiry  may  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  how  far  facts  will  justify  their  statements  and  remarks,  and  the  injurious  remarks  tliey  have 
elicited  on  the  floor  of  Congress." 

You  will  perceive,  by  a  perusal  of  the  precept,  that  your  attention  is  not  directed  to  the  inquiry 
asked  for  by  me :  you  find  nothing  said  of  the  particular  documents  referred  to,  or  the  persons  named  in 
my  application:  you  are  not  directed  to  inquire  how  far  facts  will  ^\ist\ij  their  statements  and  remarks, 
and  the  injurious  remarks  they  have  elicited  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  You  are,  in  fact,  not  directed  to 
extend  the  inquiry  so  as  to  ascertain  how  far  others,  as  well  as  myself,  were  implicated  in  transactions 
which,  if  true,  were  highly  disreputable  to  all  concerned;  but  you  are  simply  required  to  ascertain 
whether  the  naval  force  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  employed  to  the  best  advantage; 
whether  it  was  not  employed  in  the  transportation  of  specie,  and  in  other  objects  of  inferior  moment,  to 
the  neglect  of  the  public  interests.  I  beg  you  to  compare  the  charge,  as  it  stands  in  the  precept,  with 
my  request,  and  say  if  you  can  find  the  slightest  resemblance  between  them.  I  am  not  very  particular 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  charge  has  been  worded;  but  as  some  of  the  vessels  under  my  command 
have  been  "employed  in  the  transportation  of  specie  and  (perhaps)  in  other  objects  of  inferior  moment," 
all  of  which,  I  trust,  my  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  made  necessary,  your  decision  in  the 
negative  or  affirmative  can,  therefore,  have  no  bearing  on  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  myself  and  those 
under  my  command. 

The  question,  had  it  been  submitted  to  you  as  was  intended  by  me,  would  have  been  simply  this: 
has  Captain  Porter  and  the  officers  of  the  West  India  squadron  basely  neglected  their  duty,  and  sacrificed 
the  public  interests,  as  charged  by  Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain;  and  do  they  deserve  the  strictures 
which  have  been  passed  on  them  on  the  floor  of  Congress? 

The  question,  as  it  now  stands  in  the  precept,  may  require  you  to  investigate  the  propriety  of  the 
orders  issued  from  the  Navy  Department,  but  its  decision  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  conduct  of  those 
who  acted  in  obedience  to  them.  My  motive  in  asking  for  this  inquiry  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of  justify- 
ing myself,  and  others  under  my  command,  against  the  charges  of  Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain,  and'the 
illiberal  remarks  they  gave  rise  to.  I  had  no  wish  to  pry  into  the  conduct  or  motives  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  or  to  implicate  him  by  any  investigation  touching  his  official  conduct.  I  have  never  doubted 
the  propriety  of  the  orders  he  gave  me,  nor  do  I  doubt  it  now;  but  as  the  question  submitted  to  you 
stands,  the  result  must  necessarily  be  a  decision  as  to  their  .propriety;  a  decision  I  have  never  asked  for, 
and  with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do.  To  me  it  matters  little  whether  the  orders  I  acted  under  were  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  or  not;  it  is  only  necessary  for  my  justification  to 
show  that  I  acted  in  strict  obedience  to  the  orders  I  received.  Let  those  who  issued  them,  if  there  is  any- 
thing wrong  in  them,  answer  for  the  rest. 

Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain  are  understood  to  have  said  that  myself,  and  others  under  my  com- 
mand, have  neglected  the  duties  which  were  confided  to  us,  to  the  discredit  of  the  navy  and  the  nation, 
to  the  injury  of  the  property  and  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  benefiting  ourselves  by  the  transportation  of  specie.  If  what  those  gentlemen  say  of  us 
is  true,  we  are  not  only  unworthy  of  holding  commissions  in  the  navy,  but  are  deserving  the  severest 
punishment  a  court-martial  can  sentence  us  to  receive:  and  if  we  are  not  guilty,  we  should  not  only  be 
pronounced  innocent,  but  our  slanderers  and  calumniators  should  be  exposed  to  the  world  as  men  unworthy 
of  confidence. 

It  becomes,  then,  a  question  of  character  between  them  and  us.  If  they  prove  their  charges,  they 
deserve  well  of  their  country  for  exposing  us,  and  we  must  sink,  and  deservedly;  if  we  acquit  ourselves 
of  them,  they  will  no  longer  be  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  question,  then,  should  have  been  submitted  to  you  in  all  its  bearings,  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  language  of  the  request  which  produced  the  order  for  the  inquiry,  and  had  this  been  done  you  would 
have  been  able  to  have  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion ;  but  confining  yourself  to  the  subject  as  pre- 
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sented  to  you  in  the  precept  before  you,  there  can  be  no  decision  touching  the  points  at  issue  between 
Messrs.  Randall  and  Mountain,  and  myself  and  officers. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  these  remarks  at  this  early  period,  with  the  hope  that  you  would, 
by  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  obtain  a  revision  or  modification  of  the  precept,  so  as  to  enable 
you  to  reach  the  object  which  induced  me  to  ask  the  inquiry,  or  at  least  that  such  measures  might  be 
taken  as  may  aeem  to  you  expedient  to  enable  you  to  effect  the  purpose  which  caused  me  to  make  the 
application  for  an  investigation  of  the  truth  of  the  charges. 

1  beg  the  court  to  be  persuaded  that  these  remarks  and  this  request  originate  in  no  wish  to  embarraa 
or  throw  diificultics  in  the  way  of  the  inquiry,  but  from  a  sincere  desire  that  the  accusers  may  have  every 
opportunity  of  proving  their  charges,  and  the  accused  the  advantage  of  rebutting  them;  that  truth  may 
be  made  known  and  justice  obtained — the  only  end  and  object,  it  is  presumed,  of  the  investigation. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  make,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  objections  to  any  member  whom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  might  think  proper  to  order  on  this  court,  and  even  now  I  should  waive  all 
objections,  was  my  conduct  alone  the  subject  of  inquiry;  but  since  the  Secretary  has  chosen,  by  the  same 
precept,  to  submit  to  you  charges  against  me  originating  with  himself,  and  the  investigation  of  the 
conduct  of  myself  and  others,  as  asked  for  by  me,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  others  to  guard,  by  every  means 
in  my  power,  against  a  decision  injurious  to  them. 

It  has  not  escaped  your  observation  that  there  are  two  members  of  this  court  junior  to  me.  This, 
however,  at  first  sight,  may  not  by  many  be  considered  a  reasonable  ground  of  objection,  as  the  act  for 
the  better  government  of  the  navy  only  requires  three  commissioned  officers  and  a  judge  advocate  to  con- 
stitute a  court  of  inquiry;  but  I  think  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  law  was 
that  with  the  exception  of  the  difference  of  the  numbers  which  compose  them,  courts  of  inquiry  should  be 
regulated  and  governed  on  the  same  principles  as  courts-martial. 

A  court-martial  may  consist  of  from  five  to  thirteen  members;  but  it  is  required  that  not  more  than 
one-half  of  the  members,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  shall  be  junior  to  the  officer  tried.  This  rule,  no  doubt, 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  interested  feelings  of  the  junior  members  from  operating  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  officer  to  be  tried;  and  the  same  rule  should  in  justice  govern  courts  of  inquiry.  Courts  of  inquiry 
having  the  same  power  to  summon  witnesses,  administer  oaths,  and  punish  contempt,  it  was  evidently 
the  design  that  they  should  be  similarly  constituted.  By  every  rule  and  principle  of  justice,  the  accused 
should  be  tried  by  disinterested  jurors,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  them.  Will  it  be  contended  that,  because 
the  law  requires  three  commissioned  officers  to  constitute  a  court  of  inquiry,  that  three  commissioned 
officers  from  any  of  the  subordinate  classes  would  be  a  sufficient  court  to  investigate  and  report  on  the 
conduct  of  the  commander  of  a  squadron?  Lieutenants,  pursers,  chaplains,  surgeons,  and  surgeons'  mates, 
are  commissioned  officers;  but  surely  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  a  sufficient  court  for  the  investigation 
of  my  conduct  could  be  formed  of  these  classes.  It  was,  therefore,  evidently  designed  that  only  such 
commissioned  officers  as  may  legally  sit  on  a  court-martial  can  sit  on  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  that  courts 
of  inquiry  should  not  only  bo  similar  in  their  organization,  but  also  formed  of  the  same  materials  as 
courts-martial.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  feel  that  I  should  not  do  my  duty  to  others,  considering 
the  fearful  odds  I  have  to  contend  against,  if  I  did  not  submit  to  the  court  whether,  with  a  majority 
junior  to  myself,  it  can  legally  proceed  to  investigate  my  conduct.  That  the  court  is  formed  agreeably 
to  the  letter  of  the  law,  I  cannot  deny,  nor  could  I,  were  it  formed  of  any  of  the  subordinate  classes  I  have 
mentioned.  But  whether  it  was  formed  according  to  its  spirit  and  intention,  auA  on  principles  of  strict 
justice,  is  the  question  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you. 


Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  2,  1825. 
Sir:  I_  am  instructed  by  the  court  of  inquiry,  convened  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Captain  David 
Porter,  to  inform  you  that  the  court  -was  this  day  organized,  in  pursuance  of  the  precept  of  the  case,  and 
that  after  the  members  were  duly  sworn,  Captain  Porter  read  to  the  court  a  certain  paper  herewith  trans- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  You  will  perceive  that  an  exception  is  taken  to  the  court  itself,  as  not 
composed  of  competent  members.  This  objection  applies  to  a  majority  of  the  court,  and  they  conse- 
quently feel  a  delicacy  in  determining  a  question  involving  their  own  competency.  The  court,  therefore, 
has  deemed  it  correct  to  submit  the  questions  thus  raised  to  your  determination,  and  to  adjourn  the  court 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  your  opinion  before  proceeding  in  the  investigation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  3,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  communicating  the  paper  submitted  to  the  court  by  Captain  D 
sorter,  has  been  received. 

If  it  was  the  intention  of  Captain  Porter  to  present  a  challenge,  or  offer  a  specific  legal  exception  to 
any  member,  the  proper  tribunal  for  its  decision  was  the  court  itself— the  proper  time  was,  before  the 
members  were  sworn.  If,  as  is  presumed,  he  designed  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  court  was 
composed,  as  unjust  or  illegal,  he  ought,  before  the  meeting  of  the  court,  to  have  applied  to  the  Depart- 
Til!'  "^^il'^^  ^^""'^  possessed  the  power  of  affording  a  remedy.  A  copy  of  the  precept,  stating  the  names 
oLl!^  f  ^  who  were  to  compose  the  court,  and  the  objects  of  inquiry,  was  furnished  to  him  on  the 
20th  day  of  April  last. 

As,  however,  you  have  "  deemed  it  correct  to  submit  the  question  raised"  by  Captain  Porter  to  "my 
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determination,"  it  is  proper  to  add  that  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  as  to  the  legality  of  constituting 
the  court,  with  three  captains  of  the  same  rank  with  Captain  Porter,  one  being  senior  and  two  junior  to 
himself,  was  necessarily  expressed  in  the  very  act  which  created  and  convened  the  court.  And  no  argu- 
ment is'  discovered  in  the  paper  submitted,  calculated  to  change  that  opinion. 

As  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  court  possesses  the  power  to  decide  on  the  form  of  the  precept,  the 
objects  for  which  it  should  have  been  convened,  or  those  into  which  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire,  the 
reason  and  design  of  the  comment  which  is  made  on  the  form  and  words  of  the  precept  is  not  distinctly 
perceived,  and  may  be  totally  misapprehended. 

If  its  form  seemed  incorrect  to  Captain  Porter,  or  not  calculated  to  meet  the  objects  which  he  had  in 
asking  for  an  inquiry,  the  Department,  which  alone  possessed  the  power  to  alter  the  form  of  the  precept, 
and  change  the  scope  of  the  investigation,  ought  to  have  been  addressed  on  the  subject. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having  thought  proper  to  order  an  investigation  into  the  trans- 
actions at  Foxardo,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Department  so  to  frame  the  precept  as  to  meet  that  object; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  court  will  find  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  what  is  directed  on  that  point. 

The  inquiry  relating  to  some  other  parts  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Porter,  while  commanding  the 
squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  was  granted  at  his  request,  and  was  intended  to  be  so  general  as  to  permit 
him  the  utmost  latitude  in  proving  what  had  been  his  conduct  on  any  particular  point  which  he  might 
select,  and  showing  that  he  was  free  from  all  just  cause  of  accusation,  by  whomsoever  made.  If  the 
words'  be  not  sufficiently  broad  to  permit  such  an  investigation,  they  would  heretofore  have  been  promptly 
extended,  at  his  request,  and  no  difficulty  will  now  be  made,  should  he  request  it,  in  so  directing  the 
court  as  to  accomplish  his  object.  The  defect  on  this  point,  if  one  exist,  is  not  perceived.  It  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Department,  at  the  suggestion  or  solicitation  of  Captain  Porter,  to  direct  the  court 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  other  officers,  of  whose  actions  the  Department  saw  no  cause  to  complain; 
who  had  not  asked  for  any  inquiry;  and  for  whom  it  was  not  perceived  that  he  had  any  authority  to 
demand  it;  much  less  was  it  the  intention  of  the  Department,  on  an  inquiry  asked  by  him,  to  submit  to 
the  court  the  legality  or  the  propriety  of  the  orders  given  to  him.  Nor  is  it  believed  that  the  precept 
can  bear  any  such  construction.  With  this  view  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  papers  submitted,  the 
Department  has  only  to  direct  that  the  court,  constituted  as  it  is,  proceed  to  make  the  inquiry  directed 
by  the  precept. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  "  SAMUEL   L.  SOUTHARD. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry,  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Court:  Before  proceeding  to  the  examination  of  any  witnesses  in  my  defence,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  regards  the 
legality  of  the  formation  of  the  court.  A  question  of  law  and  justice,  on  which  the  court,  cither  from 
incompetency  or  delicacy,  are  unwilling  to  come  to  a  decision,  should  not  be  decided  on  by  the  officer  with 
whom  the  illegality  and  injustice  complained  of  is  supposed  to  have  originated.  A  question  of  the 
importance  of  the  one  submitted  to  you,  I  was  impressed  with  a  belief  at  the  time  of  presenting  it,  would 
be,  and  am  still  of  the  opinion  should  be,  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  if  the 
court  from  any  cause  was  unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  on  itself.  And  in  order  that  I  may  not  be 
supposed  to  have  given  my  assent  to  any  circumstance  which,  by  any  tribunal  hereafter,  may  be  supposed 
to  vitiate  the  legality  of  your  proceedings,  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  taking  any  part  whatever  in  this 
investigation  until  the  question  I  have  submitted  to  you  is  decided  on  by  competent  authority:  a  ques- 
tion, not  originating  in  any  captious  disposition  on  my  part  to  create  difficulties,  as  it  would  appear  from 
the  quotations  in  the  Secretary's  letter  is  supposed  to  be  the  case,  but  from  a  sincere  desire  that  every 
proceeding  in  the  case  should  be  conducted  according  to  the  strictest  principles  of  law  and  justice. 

If  an  error,  as  is  intimated,  was  committed  in  point  of  form,  in  the  time  taken  to  state  my  objection, 
the  court  will  no  doubt  recollect  that  the  error  did  not  orig'nate  with  me.  I  apprised  the  members 
assembled,  before  its  formation,  of  my  intention,  and  adopted  the  time  suggested  to  me  by  the  judge 
advocate.  But  even  if  an  error  had  been  committed  by  me,  merely  in  point  of  form,  is  it  just,  considering 
all  circumstances,  that  the  party  opposed  to  me  should  avail  itsef  of  this  error  to  my  disadvantage,  when 
no  intimation  whatever  of  the  error  was  made  to  me  at  any  time,  either  by  the  court  or  its  law  adviser. 
That  I  did  not  apply  to  the  Department  before  the  meeting  of  the  court,  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of, 
scarcely  needs  an  explanation ;  if  it  does,  you  have  it  now  in  the  decision  of  the  Secretary. 

I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  in  making  this  protest,  to  place  on  the  record  my  reply  to  the  intimation  that 
the  precept  would  have  been  changed  on  my  application  before  the  meeting  of  the  court.  You  have 
already  been  made  acquainted  with  the  language  used  in  my  application  for  the  investigation  sought  for 
by  me;  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  repeat  it.  The  Secretary,  in  what  purports  to  be  his  reply,  dated 
on  the  I6th  of  March,  states  as  follows: 

"It  has  become  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  determination  of  the  Executive,  tliat  a  court  of  inquiry 
will  be  formed,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  examine  into  the  occurrence  at  Foxardo,  which 
was  the  occasion  of  your  recall,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  8th 
inst." 

I  must  observe  that  I  understood  the  Secretary  to  mean,  by  the  letter  of  the  8th,  my  letter  of  the 
2d,  as  I  never  made  any  request  of  him  in  my  letter  of  that  date,  relating  to  any  subject  submitted  to 
you.  Confiding  in  the  assurance  of  his  reply,  I  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  wording  of  the  precept,  and 
I  must  leave  you  to  decide  whether,  after  it  had  been  issued,  the  court  was  not  the  proper  medium 
through  which  I  was  bound  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary.  I  will  further  remark  that,  m  the  letter 
accompanying  the  precept,  the  Secretary,  from  some  objections  to  the  style  of  my  letter,  thought  proper 
to  remind  me  of  the  relation  which  subsists  between  me  and  the  Department;  and  not  willing  that  oilence 
should  in  future  be  taken  when  none  was  intended,  or  to  incur  a  similar  reproof,  when  none  was  deserved. 
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I  thought  it  safest  on  my  own  account  that  all  my  communications  should,  in  future,  be  made  to  you,  and 
through  yuu. 

Note. — Tlie  words  italicised  and  marked,  were  made  by  the  court  as  disrespectful. 


D.  P. 


Washington,  May  5,  1825. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Coukt:  Having  carefully  perused  the  paper  commented  on  by  the  court,  on  account 
of  which  it  has  thought  proper  to  pass  censure,  and  not  being  able  to  detect  in  it  a  single  expression 
which  bears  the  construction  the  court  has  thought  proper  to  place  on  it,  I  cannot  consent,  by  any  altera- 
tion on  my  part,  to  admit  that  by  it  any  disrespect  was  intended,  by  me,  either  to  the  court  or  to  the 
head  of  the  Navy  Department;  and  it  is  the  cause  of  great  surprise  to  me  that  the  court  should  have 
entertained  such  an  opinion. 

The  court  having  thought  proper  to  underscore,  as  disrespectful,  the  word  incompetency,  as  used  by 
me  in  relation  to  it,  I  beg  to  state  distinctly  that  the  word  was  not  used  in  regard  to  intellectual  incom- 
petency, and  in  no  other  sense  could  it  be  offensive;  but  with  respect  to  its  legal  incompetency,  (in  the 
opposite  sense  in  which  the  court  itself  applied  the  word  competency)  which  was  supposed  to  be  admitted 
when  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  his  decision.  Delicacy  I  did  not  conceive  to  be  the 
only  motive  for  the  course  taken  by  the  court,  as  I  did  not  believe  it  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  one; 
being  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  officer  to  perform  the  service  confided  to  him, 
however  delicate,  provided  it  be  legal. 

The  declining  to  make  a  decision  on  my  first  application,  and  referring  the  subject  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  was,  as  I  supposed,  an  admission  of  the  incompetency  of  the  court  to  decide,  or  a  voluntary 
relinquishment  of  its  right,  if  it  possessed  it, — a  right  which  I  am  of  opinion  the  court  cannot  again 
resume,  after  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  is  at  its  request  made  known.  If  the  court  had  the  right  to 
decide  in  the  first  instance,  no  delicacy  should  have  prevented  its  decision;  but,  relinquishing  its  right, 
I  am  under  the  impression  it  cannot  resume  it  to  decide  now  as  to  its  legality,  and  1  cannot  acquiesce 
either  in  a  power  to  decide,  the  propriety  of  the  decision  it  has  come  to,  or  the  rule  it  has  established 
with  regerd  to  the  course  it  has  thought  proper  to  adopt  toward  me.  If  I  am  not  permitted  to  appear 
before  the  court  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  with  my  accusers,  whoever  they  may  be,  and  to  defend 
myself  in  the  way  which  may  appear  to  me  the  most  proper,  (always  observing  due  respect  to  the  court 
and  the  Secretary,)  I  must  injustice  to  myself  decline  suffering  any  defence  which  may  be  liable  to  be 
weakened  by  an  interposition  on  the  part  of  this  or  of  any  other  tribunal. 

With  this  remark,  I  beg  leave  to  adhere  to  the  determination  expressed  in  the  paper  on  which  the 
court  has  animadverted  with  so  much,  and,  I  think,  with  such  undeserved  severity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  the  court  a  copy  of  the  paper  commented  on,  underscored,  and  marked 
by  it  as  objectionable;  together  witii  a  copy  as  it  was  submitted  by  me  to  the  court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect. 

The  court's  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Tlie  President  and  Members  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  now  in  session. 


documents. 
No.  1. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Passage  Island,  November  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  I  was  informed  that  Lieu- 
tenant Commandant  Piatt,  of  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  who  had  visited  Foxardo,  a  town  on  the 
east  coast  of  Porto  Rico,  about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiries  respecting  a 
quantity  of  dry  goods,  supposed  to  have  been  deposited  there  by  pirates,  was,  after  being  recognized  as 
an  American  officer  by  the  proper  authorities,  there  imprisoned  and  shamefully  treated. 

Indignant  at  the  outrages  which  have  been  so  repeatedly  heaped  on  us  by  the  authorities  of  Porto 
Rico,  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  where  I  left  the  ship,  and  taking  with  me  the  schooners  Grampus  and 
Beagle,  and  the  boats  of  the  John  Adams,  with  Captain  Dallas  and  part  of  his  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  where,  finding  preparations  were  making  to  fire  on  us  from 
the  battery  on  shore,  I  sent  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  to  spike  tha  guns,  which  was  done  in  a  few 
minutes,  as  the  Spaniards  fled  on  the  landing  of  the  party.  I  then  landed  with  two  hundred  men,  and 
marched  to  the  town,  spiking  on  the  way  the  guns  of  a  small  battery,  placed  for  the  defence  .of  a  pass  on 
the  road,  and  reached  the  town  in  about  thirty  minutes  after  landing.  I  found  them  prepared  for  defence, 
as  they  had  received  intimation  from  St.  Thomas  of  my  intention  of  visiting  the  place.  I  halted  about 
pistol  shot  from  their  forces,  drawn  up  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  sent  in  a  flag,  requiring  the 
alcalde  or  governor,  with  the  captain  of  the  port,  the  principal  offenders,  to  come  to  me  to  make  atone- 
ment for  the  outrage,  giving  them  one  hour  to  deliberate.  They  appeard  accordingly,  and  after  begging 
pardon  (in  the  presence  of  all  the  officers)  of  the  officer  who  had  been  insulted,  and  expressing  great 
penitence,  I  permitted  them  to  return  to  the  town,  on  their  promising  to  respect  all  American  officers  who 
may  visit  them  hereafter. 

We  then  returned  to  the  vessels  and  left  the  harbor,  after  being  at  anchor  three  hours.  As  we  were 
getting  under  way,  a  number  of  persons  appeared  on  the  beach,  bearing  a  white  flag,  and  having  with 
them  some  bullocks  and  a  number  of  horses,  apparently  laden,  no  doubt  a  present  from  the  authorities  of 
the  place,  which  they  informed  me  they  should  send  me. 


416  NAVAL   AFFAIES.  [No.  270. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  persons  and  our  flag  will  be  more  respected,  hereafter,  than  they  have 
been  by  the  authorities  of  Porto  Rico. 

Every  officer  and  man,   on   this   occasion,   conducted    themselves   in  a  manner  to  meet  my  entire 
approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Siy:ned)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


No.  2. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson^  Island,  -January  1,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  statements  made  to  me,  which  induced  me  to 
take  the  step  I  did,  as  regards  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Foxardo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


No.  3. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle,  St.  Tliomas,  November  11,  1824. 

Sir:  At  10  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  American 
consul's  store  had  been  forcibly  entered  on  the  preceding  night,  and  robbed  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
$5,000.  With  this  report,  the  American  consul  requested  me,  provided  it  would  prove  consistent  with 
my  duties,  to  sail  in  quest  of  those  who  it  was  supposed  had  clandestinely  left  the  harbor,  the  night 
preceding,  in  a  small  boat,  and  generally  believed  by  those  acquainted  in  St.  Thomas  to  have  proceeded  to 
the  port  of  Foxardo,  on  the  east  end  of  Porto  Rico. 

I  directly  gave  the  necessary  orders  to  prepare  for  sea.  Having  received  a  good  pilot  on  board,  I 
was  enabled  by  noon  to  proceed  in  quest  of  the  marauders.  Standing  along  the  south  side  of  Crabb 
Island,  discovered  a  sloop  in  Settlement  Bay,  boarded  her,  and  received  information  of  a  piratical  sloop- 
rigged  boat  to  the  leeward,  and  had  been  for  some  time  past  infesting  the  coast.  This  information 
induced  me  to  alter  my  course,  and  steer  for  the  west  end  of  Crabb  Island.  At  10  A.  M.  discovered  a 
sloop  beating  to  windward,  and  the  small,  sloop-rigged  boat  standing  from  the  land.  At  10  o'clock  50 
min.  fired  a  shut  to  bring  the  sloop  to;  at  10  o'clock  55  min.  fired  again;  she  hove  about  and  stood  for  the 
land;  spoke  the  sloop — from  St.  Croix,  bound  to  St.  Thomas — made  all  sail  for  the  sloop  boat,  which  run 

into  Bay,  and  her  crew  abandoned  her.     At  11  o'clock  15  min.  came  to,  and  took  possession  of  the 

deserted  boat;  at  11  o'clock  45  min.  made  sail  and  stood  for  the  southeast  end  of  Porto  Rico,  and  at  sun- 
set came  to  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  Creole  visited  me  from  shore,  who  bore  an  invitation  from  the  com- 
mandant to  me  to  visit  him.  At  7  A.  M.,  in  company  with  Lieut.  Ritchie,  the  pilot,  and  the  consul's  clerk, 
I  landed.  For  our  better  success,  we  appeared  in  the  character  of  citizens.  On  my  reaching  the  shore, 
the  register  of  my  vessel  was  demanded;  I  explained  the  object  of  my  visit  and  the  policy  of  appearing 
in  disguise;  this,  however,  proved  of  no  avail;  I  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  Foxardo.  Supposing 
that  the  person  who  made  these  demands  had  no  authority  to  detain  me,  I,  in  company  with  Lieut. 
Ritchie,  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Foxardo,  and  explained,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  to  the  captain 
of  the  port,^the  object  of  my  visit,  and  produced  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Cabot,  American  consul,  to  a 
merchant  in  that  place,  in  relation  to  the  service  in  which  we  were  engaged.  Having  observed  the  neces- 
sary forms  and  ceremonies  with  regard  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  we  then  waited  upon  the  alcalde,  and 
further  acquainted  him  with  our  mission,  &c.,  who  proffered  us  every  assistance.  Having  made  a  few 
inquiries  in  some  of  the  retail  stores  which  had  an  immediate  tendency  to  bring  to  light  any  who  may 
have  been  engaged  in  this  traffic,  we  received  a  positive  order  to  repair  to  the  alcalde's  house,  where  we 
were  also  received  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  damned  us  as  pirates,  and  requested  of  me  my  register, 
papers,  &c.  I  stated  I  possessed  no  register;  I  carried  no  papers,  other  than  my  commission,  and  that  of 
my  officers.  We  were  seized  as  culprits  and  conveyed  to  prison.  To  satisfy  them  of  my  real  character, 
of  which  they  pretended  they  had  no  positive  proof,  I  consented,  though  repugnant  to  my  feelings,  to 
have  my  commission  sent  me;  after  its  production,  they  declared  it  a  forgery,  ancl  again  remanded  us  to 
prison,  declaring  he  would  not  release  us  until  he  had  heard  from  St.  John's.  I  then  demanded  to  know 
what  was  further  required;  the  reply  was,  "your  appointment  as  lieutenant  commandant  of  that  vessel 
is  what  you  must  produce."  I  at  first  hesitated,  and  would  not  comply;  but  not  wishing  on  my  part  to 
commit  any  action  which  might  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony  existing  between  the  respective 
governments,  I  produced  my  appointment  as  lieutenant  commandant.  A  council  of  officers  was  called 
with  other  citizens  of  the  place,  who,  after  having  heaped  upon  us  the  most  shameful  outrages,  permitted 
us  to  depart  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  T.  PLATT,  Lieutenant  Commandant  U.  S.  Schooner  Beagle. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  N. 
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No.  4. 

St.  Thomas,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  store  of  Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.  was  broken  open  on  the 
night  of  the  24th  iilt,  and  property  to  a  considerable  amount  stolen;  and  having  strong  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  robbery  was  committed  by  a  gang  of  thieves  who  harbor  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  I  commu- 
nicated the  same  to  Captain  Piatt,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle,  who  very  promptly  offered  to  go  there  in 
pursuit  of  them,  and  started  for  Foxardo  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  with  a  pilot  which  I  furnished  him, 
and  a  young  man  from  the  counting  house,  with  a  description  of  the  goods,  and  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  Mr.  Juan  Campos  from  one  of  the  most  respectable  houses  in  this  place,  and  well  known  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  manner  in  which  Captain  Piatt  was  received  and  treated  has  no  doubt  been  conmiunicated  to 
you  by  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Bergeest  &  Uhlhorn,  confirming  the  facts  of  the  late  rob- 
beries in  this  island  having,  in  most  instances,  been  traced  to  the  quarter  of  Porto  Rico  where  Captain 
Piatt  went. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  CABOT,  U.  S.   V.  Consular-  Agent, 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 


No.  5. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  our  friend,  Mr.  Stephen  Cabot,  we  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  some  facts  relative 
to  the  robberies  lately  committed  in  the  island. 

Our  own  store,  and,  amongst  others,  those  of  our  neighbors,  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Jno.  Kettell, 
Esq.,  Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  Saubot,  Joubert  &  Co.,  were  forcibly  broken  open,  property  to  a  very  large 
amount  stolen,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  goods  traced  to  Naguabo,  near  Foxardo;  in  consequence  of 
which,  and  the  circumstance  that  about  ten  days  previous  to  the  robbery  committed  in  the  store  of  Messrs. 
Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.,  a  gang  of  desperate  thieves  made  their  escape  from  the  prison  at  the  city  of  Puerto 
Eico,  as  also  that  every  search  had  been  made  here  on  shore,  as  well  as  in  the  harbor,  and  nothing  dis- 
covered, except  that  the  goods  stolen  had  been  carried  off  bj'  the  sea-side,  induced  us  to  recommend  to 
those  gentlemen  sending  down  a  person  to  Foxardo,  as  being  probably  the  means  of  tracing  the  robbers. 

Desirous  of  assisting  our  friends,  Messrs.  Cabot,  Baily  &  Co.,  in  this  object,  we  gave  one  of  their 
clerks,  and  who,  we  understood,  was  to  go  down  in  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle,  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  our  friend,  Mr.  Juan  Campos,  in  Foxardo,  who  had  on  former  occasions  of  the  same  nature  been 
the  means  of  discovering  the  property  and  perpetrators,  namely,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  & 
Co.  and  our  own. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  sir. 

Your  obedient,  humble  servants, 

BERGEEST  &  UHLHORN. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 

St.  Thomas,  November  II,  1824. 


No.  6. 

Navy  Depatment,  December  21,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  November  last,  relating  to  the  extraordinary  transactions  at  Foxardo,  in 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  on  the  —  of  that  month,  has  been  received  and  considered.  It  is  not  intended, 
at  this  time,  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  those  transactions  on  your  part,  but  their 
importance  demands  for  them  a  full  investigation;  and  you  will  proceed,  without  unnecessarj'  delay,  to 
this  place,  to  furnish  such  explanations  as  may  be  required,  of  everything  connected  with  their  cause, 
origin,  progress  and  termination.  For  that  purpose  you  will  bring  with  you  those  officers  whose  testi- 
mony is  necessary,  particularly  Lieut.  Piatt,  and  such  written  evidence  as  j^ou  may  suppose  useful. 

You  will  return  in  such  convenient  vessel  as  may  be  best  spared  from  the  squadron,  and  on  your 
leaving  the  station  you  will  deliver  the  command  to  Captain  Warrington,  with  all  such  papers,  instruc- 
tions and  information  as  may  be  useful  to  enable  him,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  to  accomplish  all  the 
objects  for  which  the  vessels  now  under  your  command  were  placed  there. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  &c. 


Na\t  Department,  December  29,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  thought  proper  to  relieve  Captain  Porter.  You  will  proceed  in  the  Constellation,  if 
ready,  if  not  ready,  in  the  Shark,  with  all  dispatch  to  Thompson's  Island,  and  if  Captain  Porter  be  not 
there,  to  such  place  as  you  may  be  induced  to  believe  you  will  be  most  likely  to  find  him.  If,  on  your 
passage  to  Thompson's  Island,  you  receive  information  where  he  is,  you  are  at  liberty  to  change  your 
route,  the  object  being  to  find  him  as  early  as  possible 

You  will  deliver  the  letter  directed  to  him,  and,   on  his  leaving  the  station,  receive  from  him  the 
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command  of  the  squadron,  with  such  papers  and  instructions  as  he  may  furnish.     You  have  enclosed  copy 
of  the  original  orders  to  Captain  Porter,  dated  1st  Feb.,  1823,  with  extracts  from  others.     You  will  take 
them  for  your  guide,  and  follow  their  directions.     It  is  confidently  expected  that  you  will  exhibit  zeal, 
caution,  and  perseverance,  in  discharge  of  your  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  '  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHAKD. 

Capt.  Lewis  Warrington,  Norfolk,   Va. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  IliomjDSon's  Island,  January  30,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  ITth  ult.,  informing  me  of 
your  reception  of  mine  of  the  15th  of  Nov.  relating  to  what  you  have  been  pleased  to  term  "the  extra- 
ordinary transactions  at  Foxardo,"  and  recalling  nie  from  my  command  for  a  full  investigation  of  my 
conduct  in  that  affair.  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  shall  leave  this  place  for  Washington  "  without  unne- 
cessary delay,"  and  have  taken  measures  to  obtain  all  the  testimcmy  necessary,  and  such  written  evidence 
as  I  suppose  useful;  and  on  my  arrival  in  the  United  States,  shall  hold  myself  ready  to  justify  my  conduct 
in  every  particular,  not  only  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  nature,  and  by  highly  approved  precedent, 
but,  if  necessary,  by  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj'. 

To  use  the  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  "by  all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  war,  as  well  as  of 
prudence  and  humanity,"  I  was  warranted  in  chastising  and  intimidating  the  authorities  of  a  place  who 
had  not  only  become  the  allies  and  protectors  of  outlaws  and  pirates,  but  our  active  enemies,  by  the 
imprisonment  and  forcible  detention  of  an  American  ofBcer,  while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
"There  will  need,"  continues  Mr.  Adams,  "no  citation  from  printed  treatises  on  international  law  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is  engraved  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind. 
No  writer  upon  the  laws  of  nations  ever  pretended  to  contradict  it;  none  of  any  reputation  or  authority 
ever  omitted  to  insert  it."  I  am  willing,  sir,  to  submit  my  conduct  in  this  affair  to  the  strictest  investi- 
gation, and  if  I  cannot  fully  justify  it,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  to  the  severest  punishment  that  can  be 
inflicted;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  motives  which  influenced  me  were  founded  in  patriotism,  that  the 
necessity  for  my  conduct  really  existed,  and  that  "  my  vindication  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  law  of 
nations,  as  well  as  the  first  law  of  nature,  self-defence,"  I  shall  then  hope  that  atonement  will  be  made 
for  this  forcible  withdrawal,  for  an  alleged  oiience,  from  my  command,  by  restoring  me  to  my  former 
station,  and  allowing  me  to  retire  from  it  in  a  manner  more  honorable  to  myself  and  my  country,  and  less 
injurious  to  my  feelings  and  character. 

This,  sir,  will  be  an  act  of  justice  that  I  hope  will  not  be  denied  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southaed,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  March  1,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  come  to  this  place,  and 
I  now  await  your  further  directions. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Marine  Barracks,  Allenton,  ThomjDson'g  Island,  February  6,  1825. 

I,  Thomas  B.  Barton,  first  lieutenant  of  marines,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  command- 
ing the  marines  on  this  station,  do  make  the  following  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
of  Commodore  David  Porter,  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  West 
Indies,  &c.,  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  November,  1824: 

The  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  U. 
S.  schooner  Beagle  m  company,  arrived  in  the  harbor  of  Foxardo  on  the  14th  of  November,  1824,  about 
8  o'clock,  A.  M.  I  was  a  passenger  in  the  Grampus.  Both  vessels  entered  the  harbor  with  the  U.  S. 
ensign  displayed.  We  had  scarcely  let  g-o  our  anchor,  which  was  done  directly  opposite  a  two-gun 
battery  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  elevated  perhaps  eighty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  when  I  per- 
ceived twenty  or  more  men  in  the  battery,  loading  and  training  the  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  Grampus. 
I  soon  after  received  orders  through  Lieut.  Sloat,  commandant  of  the  schooner,  to  be  in  readiness  to  com- 
mand the  marine  guard  attached  to  her,  fourteen  in  number,  and  to  proceed  in  the  launch,  the  largest 
boat  of  the  Grampus,  with  Lieut.  Pendergrast,  her  first  lieutenant.  The  latter  officer  received  the  follow- 
ing orders  in  substance  from  Commodore  Porter,  in  my  presence:  To  proceed  in  tne  direction  of  the  two- 
gun  battery,  directly  opposite,  and  land  the  men  under  his  command  at  as  little  hazard  as  possible;  to 
take  the  battery,  spike  the  guns,  and  destroj'  the  ammunition;  and  tiion  pursue  the  direction  of  the 
main  body,  under  the  command  of  the  commodore  in  person.  Lieutenrint  PiMidrrgrast  was  particularly 
ordered  not  to  fire  a  gun,  unless  he  met  with  resistance;  and  not  to  permit  the  lucu  to  commit  any  depre- 
dation upon  persons  or  property.  We  then  pulled  off  from  the  Grampus,  in  a  direction  for  the  battery, 
and  perceiving  that  thej'  were  training  their  guns,  one  to  bear  on  the  Grampus,  and  one  on  our  launch, 
we  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  eflect  a  landing  in  tfie  rear  of  the  fort,  which  we  succeeded  in  doing  in 
so  short  a  space  of  time  that  they  could  not  bring  the  gun  to  bear  on  us,  which  they  were  using  every 
exertion  to  do. 
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Having-  succeeded  in  landing  in  rear  of  the  battery,  wo  mounted  the  hill  with  muskets,  pistols  and 
cutlasses,  and  discovered  the  works  to  be  that  moment  deserted  by  the  Spaniards.  We  took  quiet  pos- 
session, and  found  two  long  eig-hteen-pounders,  one  of  them  charged  with  a  cartridge  of  powder,  a  round 
shot,  and  a  cannister  filled  with  grape  shot,  musket  balls  and  spikes,  the  gun  primed,  and  a  lighted  match 
placed  near  it.  The  other  gun  was  partly  charged,  but  was  deserted  before  the  loading  of  her  was 
completed.  Agreeably  to  orders,  we  spiked  the  guns  with  files;  and  finding  one  or  two  charges  of  pow- 
der, and  a  cannister  with  grape,  musket  balls  and  spikes,  alongside  one  of  the  guns,  the  ammunition 
was  destroyed.  After  having  secured  the  battery  conformably  to  orders,  we  re-embarked  in  our  launch, 
and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  main  body,  which  had  landed  near  the  road  leading  to  the  town  of 
Foxardo.  After  we  reached  the  landing,  I  was  ordered  by  Commodore  Porter  to  remain  with  a  guard 
under  my  conmiand,  to  protect  the  boats  during  his  absence  with  the  main  body;  and  I  was  particularly 
ordered  to  permit  no  man  on  my  guard,  upon  any  consideration,  to  commit  depredations  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants or  their  property;  which  order  was  obeyed. 

(Signed)  THOS.  B.  BARTON,  Lieutenant  commanding  Marines. 

Sworn  before  me  this  7th  of  February,  1825. 

(Signed)  JNO.  R.   MIFFLIN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Monroe,  Territory  of  Florida. 


An  act  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  to  protect  the  comm.erce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of 
piracy,"  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open 
roadstead,  or  in  any  haven,  basin  or  bay,  or  in  any  river  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the  crime 
'of  robbery,  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  upon  any  of  the  ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the 
lading  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  a  pirate;  and  being  thereof  ccmvicted  before  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be 
found,  shall  suffer  death.  And  if  any  person  engaged  in  any  piratical  cruise  or  enterprise,  or  being  of 
the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall  land  from  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  on 
shore  shall  commit  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pir-ite,  and  on  conviction  thereof  before  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be 
found,  shall  suffer  death.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive 
any  particular  State  of  its  jurisdiction  over  such  offences,  when  committed  within  the  body  of  a  county, 
or  authorize  the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  try  any  such  offenders,  after  conviction  or  acquittance  for 
the  same  offence  in  a  State  court. 

II.  CLAY,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  GAlhLKRD,  President  of  the  Senate  x>ro  tempore. 
Washington,  May  15,  1820. 

Approved:  JAMES  MONROE. 


Having  been  displaced  from  my  command,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  furnish  such 
explanations  as  may  be  required  of  everything  connected  with  the  cause,  origin,  progress,  and  termina- 
tion, of  my  "transactions"  at  Foxardo,  I  must  refer  to  the  letters  of  Lieut.  Piatt,  Mr.  S.  Cabot,  and 
Mr.  Bergeest,  for  the  origin;  to  my  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Foxardo,  and  my  official  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  for  the  progress  and  termination;  and  to  the  following  explanation  for  the  cause: 

I  rest  my  justification  on  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  nature,  highly  approved  precedents,  and  the 
orders  of  the  Secretai-y  of  the  Navy. 

I  shall  show,  in  the  order  I  have  placed  them,  how  far  1  am  justified  on  each  of  those  grounds,  and 
trust  that  I  shall  not  only  fully  acquit  myself  of  any  charge  of  wickedness,  wantonness,  rashness,  or 
indiscretion,  but  prove  that  I  should  have  failed  in  my  duty  to  my  country  had  I  not  punished,  by  intimi- 
dation or  otherwise,  the  people  and  government  of  Foxardo. 

It  is  not,  nor  can  it  be,  denied,  that  pirates  are  considered,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  enemies  of  the 
human  race;  and  this  being  the  case,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  put  them  down.  In  the  case  of 
pirates,  then,  there  are  no  neutrals;  it  being  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  put  them  down,  all  nations  are 
allies  against  them.  In  the  case  of  belligerents,  where  the  army  of  one  party  enters  the  territory  of  a 
neutral  power,  the  army  of  the  other  has  a  right  to  follow  it  there;  and  the  right  is  strengthened  if  the 
pursuing  army  follow  its  enemy  into  the  territory  of  an  ally.      This  is  the  doctrine  contained  in  my  in.9fructions. 

Spain,  and  the  dependencies  of  Spain,  are  as  much  bound  as  any  others  in  the  alliance  for  the  sup- 
pression of  piracy;  and  if  she  fails  in  her  obligation,  she  is  responsible  for  the  omission,  and  must  neces- 
sarily sufi'er  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  endeavors  of  others  to  put  down  the  system,  among 
which  are  the  destruction  of  fishermen's  houses  and  boats  on  the  coasts  of  the  islands  frequented  by 
pirates,  the  seizure  of  suspicions  vessels  and  persons,  and  the  alarm  and  damage  done  in  fresh  pursuit. 

Of  these  she  has  no  right  to  complain,  if  she  makes  no  effort  of  her  own  to  put  down  piracy,  and 
heretofore  never  has  complained,  even  when  considerable  efforts  of  her  own  have  been  made.  If  then,  as 
the  ally  of  Spain,  we  have  a  right  to  land  on  her  shores;  and  having  a  right  to  land  there,  have  a  righf 
also  to  all  her  "countenance  and  support;"  what  follows  if  the  right  is  denied  to  us?  If,  so  far  from 
giving  us  countenance  and  support,  piracy  is  aided  and  abetted,  an  asylum  is  offered  to  pirates,  and  those 
who  land  in  pursuit  are  seized  and  imprisoned,  does  not  the  nation,  city,  town,  or  people,  who  thus  make 
conmion  cause  with  pirates,  lose  all  respect  for  their  own  character,  forfeit  all  the  respect  of  others,  aban- 
don the  advantage  of  the  common  alliance,  and  become,  not  only  the  allies  of  pirates,  but  our  open  and 
active  enemies,  and  justify  us  treating  them  as  such?  As  enemies,  then,  we  have  the  certain  and  undoubted 
right  to  land,  pursue,  chastise,  and  intimidate  them;  and  the  principle  is  the  same,  whether  they  are  the 
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inhabitants  of  a  fishing-  hut,  of  a  town,  a  city,  a  province,  or  a  nation.  The  magnitude  of  the  object 
makes  no  change  in  the  principle;  and  what  is  justifiable  in  one  case,  is  justifiable  in  the  other:  territo- 
rial immunity  is  as  much  invaded  and  violated  by  the  burning  of  a  hut,  as  by  desolating  a  province.  The 
punishment  in  either  case,  must,  of  course,  depend  on  circumstances,  and  the  means  of  him  who  has  it  in 
charge  to  suppress  piracy. 

The  people  and  authorities  of  Foxardo,  by  the  imprisonment  of  an  American  officer  in  pursuit  of 
pirates,  lost  all  respect  for  their  own  character,  by  becoming,  not  only  the  allies  of  pirates,  but  our  open 
enemies,  and  of  course,  were  not  only  not  entitled  to  any  respect  from  me,  but  laid  themselves  liable  to 
chastisement,  in  the  event  of  my  means  justifying  the  enterprise  which  the  first  law  of  nature,  self-pre- 
servation, loudly  called  on  me  to  undertake,  for  fear  their  example  should  become  contagious,  and  much 
inconvenience  and  bloodshed  should  be  the  consequence. 

The  officers  under  my  command  have  often  been  employed  on  duty  similar  to  that  of  Lieut.  Piatt,  by  my 
order:  the  orders  given  by  me  to  them  have,  in  every  instance,  been  in  strict  conformity  with  those  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  they  have  the  same  right  to  my  protection  in  their  execution,  as  I  con- 
ceive I  have  to  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Without  the  assurance  of  this  right,  where  is  the 
officer,  let  me  ask,  who  would  be  willing  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  superior? 

Acting  on  this  principle,  which  is  in  accordance  with  common  sense  and  justice,  I  undertook  the 
enterprise  to  chastise  and  intimidate  the  authorities  of  a  town,  who  had  forfeited  their  character  as 
allies  to  us  by  becoming  the  allies  of  pirates,  and  our  open  enemies;  as  much  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  offence  they  had  committed,  as  to  assure  those  under  my  command  that  they  should  receive  every 
countenance,  support  and  protection  from  me,  in  the  performance  of  their  lawful  duties,  and  by  that 
means  encourage  them  to  make  laudable;  efforts  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  expedition  to  suppress 
piracy  was  fitted  out.  The  manner  of  my  performing  this  duty,  I  trust,  needs  no  apology;  it  was  done 
in  a  way  best  calculated  to  prevent  an  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  secure  the  innocent  inhabitants  from 
injury;  the  object  was  effected  in  a  manner  not  only  to  satisfy  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
that  redress  under  such  injuries  was  certain,  but  the  people  of  Foxardo  also,  and  others  similarly  situated, 
that  UTmibers  and  distance  were  no  security  to  them. 

The  spiking  of  their  guns  was  a  matter  of  necessit_y.  Had  I  not  done  so,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
some  of  us  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  Lieutenant  Cocke,  who  was  killed  from  the  batteries  of  St. 
John's,  the  capital  of  the  same  island  in  which  Foxardo  is  situated,  at  a  time  when  the  character  of  the 
expedition  and  its  object  were  both  known  to  its  chief,  for  which  outrage  no  redress  has  yet  been  obtained, 
and  which  the  strength  of  the  place,  and  the  weakness  of  the  force  under  my  command,  prevented  my 
seeking,  forcibly,  at  the  time  it  was  committed. 

It  is  almost  useless  to  quote  from  writers  on  international  law  to  support  the  principles  I  have  stated 
to  have  guided  me  in  my  conduct  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  Foxardo;  but,  having  said  that  I  have  acted 
in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  nations,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  by  good  authority  support  my 
assertion. 

Vattel  is  an  author  frequently  quoted,  and  his  authority  may  be  deemed  a  sufficient  guide  for  one 
who  has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in  other  pursuits  than  the  study  of  international  law,  and  has  been 
more  frequently  placed  in  emergencies  where  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  resoiling  to  the  resources 
of  his  own  mind  than  afforded  the  opportunity  of  referring  to  books  as  his  guide. 

By  a  reference  to  book  third,  chapter  six,  section  ninety-four,  of  Vattel,  it  is  stated  that  "every 
associate  of  my  enemj'  is  indeed  himself  my  enemy;  it  matters  little  whether  any  one  makes  war  on  me 
directly  and  in  his  own  name,  or  under  the  auspices  of  another;  whatever  rights  war  gives  me  against 
my  principal  enemy,  the  like  it  gives  me  against  all  his  associates."  On  this  principle,  then,  the  authori- 
ties and  people  of  Foxardo  became  my  enemies  by  associating  with  my  enemies ;  and  whatever  right  war 
gave  me  against  the  pirates,  it  gave  me  against  Foxardo;  and  having  this  right,  I  should  have  been  per- 
fectly justifiable  in  making  good  my  threat  to  burn  the  town  if  it  had  not  been  ransomed  by  suitable 
concessions,  and  a  promise  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  pursue  in  future  a  different  course  from  the 
one  that  caused  my  visit  there. 

As  the  allies  of  Spain  against  the  common  enemy,  we  had  a  right  to  its  countenance  and  support,  to 
the  extent  of  its  means,  in  pursuit  of  pirates;  we  had  a  right,  as  allies,  to  cross  the  territorial  boundaries 
of  Spain  to  pursue  them,  and  in  doing  so  there  was  no  cause  for  offence  on  the  part  of  Spain;  the  object 
being  lawful  and  usual,  resistance,  therefore,  to  the  exercise  of  this  right,  became  an  offence  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  and  an  injury  to  us  of  which  we  have  a  right  to  complain  and  to  obtain  redress. 

Vattel,  book  second,  chapter  second,  section  nineteenth,  says:  "Nothing  is  more  opposite  to  the 
duties  of  humanity,  nor  more  contrary  to  the  society  which  should  be  cultivated  by  nations,  than  offences 
or  actions  which  give  a  just  displeasure  to  others;  every  nation,  therefore,  should  avoid  giving  any  real 
offence;  I  say  real,  for,  should  he  who  manifests  a  displeasure  at  our  behavior,  when  we  are  only  using 
our  rights,  or  fulfilling  our  duties,  he  is  to  blame,  not  we." 

According  to  Vattel,  not  only  Foxardo,  not  only  Porto  Rico,  but  Spain  herself,  is  answerable  for  the 
conduct  of  her  subjects;  and,  if  she  fails  to  restrain  their  mischievous  and  base  attempts,  lays  herself 
liable  to  the  same  punishment  as  those  who  did  the  injury,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  unite  in 
treating  her  as  the  common  enemy  of  mankind.  For  years  past  we  have  been  suffering  under  the  inju- 
ries we  have  received  from  the  people  and  authorities  of  Porto  Rico,  and  no  redress  has  been  obtained 
from  the  mother  country; — more  perhaps  from  inability  to  restrain  and  control  her  colonies,  than  from  any 
want  of  will  on  her  part  to  do  us  justice.  Porto  Rico,  must,  therefore,  be  considered  in  a  measure  inde- 
pendent of  Spain,  so  far  that  Spain  cannot,  or  will  not,  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  injuries  which  have 
been  the  subject  of  complaint  from  us.  We  therefore  have  a  right  to  use  the  means  we  have  of  obtaining 
redress,  or  oif  inflicting  punishment  on  her  for  injuries,  atonement  for  which  is  withheld  from  us;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  nations  to  unite  with  us  to  treat  the  people  of  Porto  Rico  as  the  enemies  of  the  human 
race.  Vattal,  book  2d,  ch.  6th,  sec.  18:  "In  short,  there  is  another  case,  where  the  nation  in  general  is 
guilty  of  the  base  attempt  of  its  members.  This  is  when,  by  its  manners  or  the  maxims  of  its  govern- 
ment, it  accustoms  and  authorizes  its  citizens  to  plunder  and  use  ill  foreigners  indifferently,  or  to  make 
inroads  into  the  neighboring  countries,  &c.  Thus  the  nation  of  the  Usbecks  is  guilty  of  all  the  robberies 
committed  by  the  individuals  of  which  it  is  composed.  The  princes,  whose  subjects  are  robbed  and  mas- 
sacred, and  whose  lands  are  infested  by  these  robbers,  may  justly  punish  the  entire  nation.  What  do  I 
say? — all  nations  have  a  right  to  enter  into  a  league  against  such  a  people,  to  repress  them,  and  to  treat 
them  as  the  common  enemies  of  the  human  race." 
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A  nation  or  people,  then,  known  to  be  of  a  base  and  mischievous  character,  who  have  been  in  the 
frequent  habit  of  making  injurious  attempts,  such  as  the  Barbary  powers,  and  the  people  and  authorities 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  who,  by  policy,  manners,  or  maxims  of  government,  encourages,  accustoms,  and 
authorizes  its  'citizens  to  depredate  on  the  property  of  others,  not  only  justifies  reprisal,  but  authorizes 
the  nations  injured  by  them  to  provide  for  their  own  security  by  punishing  the  offender;  by  inflicting  a 
punishment  ou  him  calculated  to  deter  him  from  like  attempts,  and  deterring  others.  It  has  a  right  to 
use  every  honest  attempt  to  prevent  evil  to  itself,  even  by  anticipating  the  machinations  of  the  people  or 
power  engaged  in  opposition  to  its  interests,  and  put  him  out  of  the  condition  to  injure  it. 

The  following  quotation  is  so  full  on  the  subject,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  offer  anything  more 
in  justification  and  in  support  of  the  principles  adopted  by  myself,  except  to  show  that  what  a  nation 
may  do,  may  be  done,  and  has  often  been  done,  by  individuals,  acting  on  the  presumed  wishes  of  the 
government  to  which  they  belong. 

Vattel,  book  2d,  chap.  4th,  sec.  56:  "  It  is  safest  to  prevent  the  evil  when  it  can  be  done.  A  nation 
has  a  right  to  resist  an  injurious  attempt,  and  to  make  use  of  force  and  every  honest  means  against  the 
power  that  is  actually  engaged  in  opposition  to  it,  and  even  to  anticipate  its  machinations,  always  observ- 
ing not  to  attack  it  upon  vague  and  uncertain  suspicions,  in  order  to  avoid  exposing  itself  to  become  an 
unjust  aggressor.  When  the  evil  is  done,  the  same  right  of  security  authorizes  the  offended  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  a  complete  reparation,  and,  if  necessary,  to  employ  force  for  that  purpose  " 

"In  short,  the  offended  has  a  right  to  provide  for  his  security  for  the  future,  and  to  punish  the 
offender  by  inflicting  on  him  a  pain  capable  of  deterring  him  afterwards  from  the  like  attempts,  and  of 
intimidating  those  who  shall  be  tempted  to  imitate  him.  He  may  even,  if  necessary,  put  the  aggressor 
out  of  the  condition  to  injure  him.  He  makes  use  of  his  right  in  all  these  measures,  when  guided  by 
reason;  and,  if  any  evil  results  from  it  to  him  who  lays  him  under  the  necessity  of  acting  thus,  he  can 
accuse  none  but  his  own  injustice." 

"If,  then,  there  is  anywhere  a  nation  of  a  restless  and  mischievous  disposition,  always  ready  to 
injure  others,  to  traverse  their  designs,  and  to  raise  domestic  troubles,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  all 
have  a  right  to  join,  in  order  to  repress,  chastise,  and  put  it  ever  after  out  of  its  power  to  injure  them." 

In  book  3d,  chap.  15th,  sec.  228,  Vattel  lays  it  down  as  a  general  principle,  "  That  there  are  occa- 
sions when  the  subject  may  reasonably  suppose  the  sovereign's  will,  and  act  in  consequence  of  his  tacit 
commands."  It  was  this  principle  that  authorized  and  justified  Commodore  Dale  to  commence  hostilities 
against  the  Tripolitans,  in  1801,  when  it  was  believed  that  war  was  intended  by  them;  neither  Commo- 
dore Dale  nor  Captain  Sterret,  the  officer  who  made  the  first  capture,  were  censured,  but,  to  the  contrary, 
were  highly  applauded;  and  the  latter  received  the  thanks  of  Congress,  and  a  sword,  although,  at  the 
time,  war  had  not  been  declared  against  Tripoli.  It  was  this  principle  that  authorized  and  justified  Com- 
modore Rodgers  in  blockading  the  port  of  Tunis,  and  forcing  the  Bey  to  terms,  and  afterwards  drawing 
his  ships  up  before  the  batteries  of  Tangier,  and  threatening  hostilities  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  in 
the  year  1805.  It  also  authorized  and  justified  Commodore  Decatur  in  threatening  hostilities  to  the  Bey 
of  Tunis  and  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  1815,  and  forcing  them  to  restore  large  amounts  of 
money,  taken  from  our  citizens.  Neither  of  these  officers  were  censured  for  conduct  which  they  believed 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  nation,  although  the  United  States  had  not  declared  war 
against  those  powers. 

It  is  this  principle  that  authorizes  and  justifies  the  officers  commanding  troops  on  our  distant  fron- 
tiers to  commence  hostilities  against  the  Indian  tribes,  without  declai-ation  of  war  on  the  part  of  the 
nation.     They  act,  in  all  cases,  on  its  presumed  wishes,  and  we  know  of  no  instance  of  censure. 

It  was  this  principle  that  authorized  ami  jnsiilicij  General  Jackson,  without  orders,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Fort  St.  Marks,  and  afterwards  Pensacula,  and  to  issue  orders  for  the  destruction  of  the  Negro 
fort,  on  the  Suwannee.  The  interest  of  our  country,  the  safety  of  its  citizens,  the  repose  of  our  frontier, 
required  that  he  should  do  so.  He  acted  on  the  supposed  will  of  the  nation;  and,  so  far  from  being  cen- 
sured, he  has  been  rewarded  with  the  support  of  the  government,  and  the  applause  of  his  country.  In 
not  one  of  the  cases  cited,  it  is  believed,  had  the  officers  any  instructions  whatever  that  authorized  the 
act. 

In  the  case  of  General  Jackson,  it  is  expressly  stated  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Forsyth,  that  the  occupation  of  these  places  in  Florida,  by  General  Jackson,  "was  not  by  any  order 
received  by  him  from  the  government  to  that  effect,  nor  with  any  view  of  wresting  the  province  from  the 
possession  of  Spain,  nor  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Spanish  government;  that  it  arose  from  incidents 
which  arose  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  Indians;  from  the  imminent  danger  in  which  the 
Fort  of  St.  Mark  was  of  being  seized  by  the  Indians  themselves;  and  from  the  manifestations  of  hostility 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Commandant  of  St.  Mark,  and  the  Governor  of  Pcnsacola,  the  proofs  of 
which  were  made  known  to  General  Jackson,  and  impelled  him,  from  the  necessity  of  self-defence,  to  the 
step  of  which  the  Spanish  government  complains." 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  point  out  the  resemblance  between  General  Jackson's  case  and  mine;  and 
doubt  not  but  it  will  be  agreed  that  the  magnitude  of  the  scale  of  his  operation,  and  the  comparative 
insignificance  of  mine,  do  not  change  the  principle;  for,  should  this  be  the  case,  I  am  tenfold  criminal  in 
the  numerous  fishing  huts  I  have  destroyed  on  the  coasts  of  Cuba.  For,  to  say  that  I  am  justified  in 
destroying  fishing  huts  for  harboring  pirates,  but  not  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  a  town  for  the  same 
offence,  while  General  Jackson,  lor  the  same  reason,  is  justified  in  possessing  himself  of  a  province,  is 
preposterous.  I  have  shown  lici'ore,  that  the  same  reasons  that  justify  acting  in  the  one  case  would 
jutify  acting  in  the  other.  That  the  destruction  of  the  numerous  fishing  establishments,  and  the  break- 
ing them  up,  almost  entirely,  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  when  suspected  of  giving  shelter  to  the  common 
enemy,  has  nevgr  been  considered  a  violation  of  territory,  I  have  proofs,  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
captain  general,  a  very  short  time  before  leaving  the  West  Indies,  to  account  for  the  transactions  at  Fox- 
ardo;  he  expresses  himself  as  follows: 

"I  regret,  very  sensibly,  that  you  are  about  to  retire  from  the  command  of  the  United  States  forces 
in  these  seas;  not  only  from  the  able  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  the  important  duties  which 
have  been  confided  to  you,  but  from  the  just  considerations  with  which  you  have  always  respected  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  offer  my  acknowledgments,  and  to  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  confirm  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and  esteem." 

I  have  before  shown,  that  the  authorities  and  people  of  Foxardo  should,  in  justice,  not  only  be  con- 
sidered as  the  allies  of  the  pirates,  but  as  our  open  enemies,  did  a  decision  on  their  conduct  rest  only  on 


422  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  210. 

the  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  Piatt,  after  his  object  and  character  were  both  made  known;  but  there  are 
proofs  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bergeest  that  on  two  former  occasions,  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  & 
Co.,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Bergeest  &  Uhlhorn,  the  goods  were  traced  to  Fuxardo,  recovered,  and  the  per- 
petrators detected.  Foxardo  could  therefore  be  considered  only  as  a  piratical  rendezvous,  and  I  should 
have  been  perfectly  justifiable  in  treating  it  as  such  by  its  total  destruction.  But  not  wishing  to  proceed 
to  such  extremities,  if  atonement  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future  could  be  obtained  by  milder 
means;  and  as  the  enterprise  was  undertaken,  as  my  whole  conduct  shc^ws,  in  no  hostility  to  the  Spanish 
government,  nor  with  a  desire  to  punish  the  innocent,  who  must  have  necessarily  suffered  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  town,  I  tried  amicable,  before  I  resorted  to  forcible  means  to  obtain  the  satisfaction  which 
the  violence  and  insult  ofllered  to  my  country,  in  the  person  of  (me  of  its  officers,  loudly  demanded.  "By 
all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  war,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and  humanity,"  I  was  warranted  in  chastising 
and  intimidating  the  authorities  and  people  of  Foxardo;  I  was  warranted  in  taking  measures  to  prevent 
injury  to  me,  and  those  under  my  command — seeing  that  injury  was  intended — by  spiking  their  guns; 
and  which,  as  appears  by  Lieut.  Barton's  testimony,  was  not  done,  or  even  ordered  to  be  done,  until  the 
batteries  were  manned,  and  the  guns  trained  on  our  vessels,  (all  bearing  the  American  flag,)  with  evident 
design  of  hostility.     I  was  warranted,  in  fact,  in  anticipating  my  enemy. 

"There  will  need  (continues  Mr.  Adams)  no  citations  from  printed  treatises  on  international  law  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is  engraven  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of  mankind;  no 
writer  upon  the  law  of  nations  ever  pretended  to  contradict  it — none  of  any  reputation  or  authority  ever 
omitted  to  insert  it." 

The  manly  vindication  of  General  Jackson,  in  the  following  quotation,  and  from  the  same  pen,  would 
alone,  in  the  absence  of  all  instructions,  and  all  other  guides  and  lights  on  the  subject,  have  satisfied  me 
of  the  propriety  of  my  conduct: 

"He  (General  Jackson)  took  possession  therefore  of  Pensacola,  and  of  the  Fort  Barrancas,  as  he 
had  done  of  St.  Mark,  not  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  Spain,  but  as  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence, 
giving  notice  that  they  should  be  restored,  whenever  Spain  should  place  commanders  and  a  force  there, 
able  and  willing  to  fulfill  the  engagements  of  Spain  towards  the  United  States,  of  restraining,  by  force, 
the  Florida  Indians  from  hostilities  against  their  citizens.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  to  give  a 
signal  manifestation  of  his  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  perform,  with  good 
faith,  this  indispensable  engagement,  and  to  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  neither  the  desire  of  conquest, 
nor  hostility  to  Spain,  had  any  interest  in  the  councils  of  the  United  States,  has  directed  the  unconditional 
restoration  to  any  Spanish  officer,  duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  of  Pensacola  and  Barrancas,  and  that 
of  St.  Mark  to  any  Spanish  force  adequate  for  its  defence  against  the  attack  of  the  savages.  But  the 
President  will  neither  inflict  punishment  nor  pass  a  censure  upon  General  Jackson  for  that  conduct,  the 
motives  for  which  were  founded  in  the  purest  patriotism,  of  the  necessity  for  which,  he  had  the  most 
immediate  and  effectual  means  of  forming  a  judgment,  and  the  vindication  of  which  is  written  in  every 
page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  the  first  law  of  nature,  self-defence.  He  thinks  it,  on  the  con- 
trary, due  to  the  justice  which  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  claim  from  Spain,  and  you  are  accord- 
ingly instructed  to  demand  of  the  Spanish  government,  that  inquiry  shall  be  instituted  into  the  conduct 
of  Don  Jose  Masat,  Governor  of  Pensacola,  and  of  Don  Francisco  C.  Luengo,  commandant  at  St.  Marks, 
and  a  suitable  punishment  inflicted  upon  them,  for  having,  in  defiance  and  violation  of  the  engagements  of 
Spain  with  the  United  States,  aided  and  assisted  these  hordes  of  savages  in  those  very  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  which  it  was  their  official  duty  to  i-estrain.  This  inquiry  is  due  to  the  characters  of 
those  officers  themselves,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  government." 

"The  obligation  of  Spain  to  restrain,  by  force,  the  Indians  of  Florida  from  hostilities  against  the 
United  States  and  their  citizens,  is  explicit,  is  positive,  is  unqualified.  The  fact  that  for  a  series  of 
years  they  have  received  shelter,  assistance,  supplies,  and  protection,  in  the  practice  of  such  hostilities, 
from  the  Spanish  commanders  in  Florida,  is  clear  and  unequivocal.  If,  as  the  commanders,  both  at  Pen- 
sacola and  St.  Marks,  have  alleged,  this  has  been  the  result  of  their  weakness  rather  than  their  will;  if 
they  have  assisted  the  Indians  against  the  United  States,  to  avert  their  hostilities  from  the  province 
which  they  had  not  sufficient  force  to  defend  against  them,  it  may  serve,  in  some  measure,  to  exculpate 
individually  those  officers;  but  it  must  carrj'  demonstration  irresistible  to  the  Spanish  government,  that 
the  right  of  the  United  States  can  as  little  compound  with  impotence  as  with  perfidy,  and  that  Spain 
must  immediately  make  her  election  either  to  place  a  force  in  Florida  adequate  to  the  protection  of 
her  engagements,  or  cede  to  the  United  States  a  province,  of  which  she  retains  nothing  but  the  nominal 
possession,  but  which  is,  in  fact,  a  direlict  open  to  the  occupancy  of  every  enemy,  civilized  or  savage,  of 
the  United  States,  and  serving  no  other  earthly  purpose  than  as  a  post  of  annoyance  to  them." 

I  might  here  let  the  matter  rest,  and  it  may  appear  futile  in  me  to  give  any  other  reasons  or  authority 
for  my  conduct  than  those  I  have  cited,  but  I  have  still  more  cogent  reasons  than  any  I  have  yet  stated: 
I  acted  not  only  on  the  supposed  wishes  of  the  government  and  nation  at  large,  loudly  and  repeatedly 
expressed,  but  on  orders  intended  to  have  met  the  case,  and  no  doubt  would  have  met  it  precisely,  if  it 
could  have  even  been  imagined  that  so  great  an  outrage  could  have  been  committed  by  the  authorities  of 
any  place,  professing  friendship  to  the  LTnited  States,  as  were  committed  on  the  person  of  Mr.  Piatt. 
"  It  cannot  be  presumed  (say  my  instructions)  that  the  government  of  any  island  will  afford  any  pro- 
tection or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently  be  believed  that  all  govern- 
ments, and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power  for  their  suppression." 
Yet  the  government  and  people  of  Foxardo  did  not  only  afford  "protection  and  countenance"  to  pirates, 
and,  so  far  from  affording  "all  means  in  their  power  for  their  suppression,"  did,  to  cap  the  climax  of  their 
atrocitj^  seize,  imprhon,  and  insuU  an  American  officer,  while  in  the  execution  of  his  lawful  duties,  and 
while  acting  in  strict  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  government,  thus  losing  all  respect  for  their  own 
character,  and  forfeiting  the  respect  of  others,  by  identifying  themselves  and  interests  with  freebooters 
and  outlaws,  and  making  common  cause  with  the  enemies  of  the  human  race  against  the  civilized  world. 

If  it  is  asked  where  I  find  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  nation  and  the  government  so  often  and  so 
loudly  expressed  as  to  justify  my  operations  at  Foxardo,  I  answer,  in  the  messages  and  communications 
of  the  Executive  to  Congress  at  various  times,  the  acts  of  Congres  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  reports 
of  committees  and  speeches  of  members  of  Congress;  in  the  petitions  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  com- 
munity to  Congress  and  to  the  Executive,  in  the  public  prints,  and  in  the  general  sentiment  of  the  body 
of  the  people. 
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I  could  give  numerous  extracts  from  the  various  authorities  cited,  but  their  publicity  renders  it 
unnecessary  that  I  should  do  so;  I  shall,  therefore,  merely  refer  to  the  President's  message,  and  communi- 
cations of  tlie  Secretaries  of  State  and  Navy,  the  acts  declaring  war  against  pirates,  and  making  appro- 
priations for  their  suppression,  the  reports  of  the  chairmen  of  committees  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred.  It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  the  various  petitions  and  memorials  of  merchants  in  our  sea  ports, 
the  numerous  speeches  of  members  of  Congress  on  the  occasion,  and  it  would  be  almost  as  impossible  to 
enumerate  the  various  newspaper  publications  on  the  subject,  as  it  would  be  to  collect  the  sentiments 
uttered  by  our  citizens.  All  unite  in  deprecating  the  abominable  system,  and  calling  aloud  for  punish- 
ment, not  only  on  the  wretches  immediatchj  concerned  in  it,  but  on  their  aiders,  abettors,  and  accessories. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  prescribes  no  form  for  promulgating  a  declaration  of  war. 
The  publication  of  the  act  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  was  alone  sufficient  to  make  known  to  the  world 
that  war  had  been  formally  declared  by  the  United  States  against  pirates.  A  squadron  was  equipped 
for  the  purpose  of  pui«uing  them,  with  the  command  of  which  I  was  honored,  and  I  sailed  with  the  prayers 
and  best  wisiies  of  mankind  in  general.  My  orders,  although  drawn  up  with  great  care,  and  which  laid 
down  certain  general  principles  as  my  guide,  in  my  operations  against  pirates  and  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  omit  to  define  to  me  xvhat  is  jjiracy.  It  became,  therefore,  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  such 
authorities  as  were  within  my  reach  at  sea  for  a  definition  of  the  term.  Although  the  10th  article  of  the 
8th  section  of  the  Constitution  empowers  Congress  to  define  piracy,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  except 
in  those  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  acts  of  March  3d,  1819,  and  May  15th,  1820,*  are 
silent  on  the  subject.  It  became,  therefore,  necessary  to  seek  for  a  definition  in  other  authorities,  among 
writers  on  international  law,  to  which  the  act  of  March  3d  refers.  "  Pirates,"  according  to  Spilman,  "are 
common  sea  rovers,  without  any  fixed  place  of  residence;  who  acknowledge  no  sovereign  and  no  law,  and 
support  themselves  by  pillage  and  depredations  at  sea."  This  definition  is  sufiiciently  clear  and  precise 
with  regard  to  pirates  who  rove  the  ocean,  have  no  fixed  residence,  and  who  acknowledge  no  sovereign  ( 
and  no  law;  but  it  does  not  describe  the  pirates  whom  it  was  made  my  duly  to  seek  and  encounter. 

The  following  extract  from  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  endeavors  to  describe  the  origin, 
nature,  and  character  of  the  system  of  piracy  which  I  was  sent  to  suppress,  diflering  essentially  from 
Spilman' s  definition,  but  still  omitting  to  define  what  is  piracy: 

"The  system  of  piracy  which  has  grown  up  in  the  West  Indies  has  obviously  arisen  from  the  war 
between  Spain  and  the  new  governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  and  from  the  limited 
force  in  the  islands,  and  their  sparse  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  uninhabited  and 
desolate,  to  which  the  active  authority  of  the  government  does  not  extend.  It  is  understood  that  estab- 
lishments have  been  made  by  parties  of  these  banditti  in  those  uninhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry 
their  plunder  and  retreat  in  time  of  danger." 

The  stat.  11  and  12,  W.  Ill,  c.  1,  (made  perpetual  by  stat.  6,  Geo.  I,  c.  19,)  enacts  that  "  all  persons 
who  set  forth  any  pirates,  or  be  assisting  to  those  committing  piracy,  or  that  conceal  such  pirates,  or 
receive  any  vessels  or  goods  piratically  taken,  shall  be  deemed  accessory  to  the  piracy,  and  suffer  as 
principals." 

By  stat.  8,  Geo.  I,  c.  24,  (made  perpetual  by  stat.  2,  Geo.  II,  c.  28,)  "the  trading  with  known 
pirates,  or  furnishing  ihcna  with  stores  and  ammunition,  or  fitting  out  any  vessel  for  that  purpose,  or  in 
anywise  consulting,  combining,  confederating,  or  corresponding  with  them,  shall  be  deemed  piracy." 

These  authorities  are  a  sufficient  definition  of  the  system  of  piracy  as  it  really  exists  on  the  coasts 
ef  Porto  Rico  and  of  Cuba,  and  very  justly  and  properly  hold  the  accessories  equally  guilty  with  the 
principal.  The  authorities  of  Foxardo  were  accessories  only,  so  far  as  we  know,  but,  as  such,  the  laws  for 
suppression  of  piracj'  authorize  hostilities  against  them,  and  the  authorities  quoted  provide  a  punish- 
ment equal  to  the  one  inflicted  on  the  principal. 

"The  crime  of  piracy,  or  robbery  and  depredation  on  the  high  seas,"  (according  to  Jacobs,)  "is  an 
offence  against  the  universal  laws  of  society,  (a  pirate,  therefore,  being,  according  to  Coke,  hosti  humani 
generis,  3  Inst.,  113.)  As  therefore  he  has  renounced  all  the  benefits  of  society  and  government,  and  has 
reduced  himself  afresh  to  the  savage  state  of  nature,  by  declaring  war  against  all  mankind,  all  mankind 
must  declare  war  against  him;  so  that  every  community  has  a  right,  by  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict 
that  punishment  upon  him  which  every  individual  would,  in  a  state  of  nature,  have  been  otherwise  entitled 
to  do  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  personal  property." 

I  have  before  asserted  that  it  could  not  be  denied  that  pirates  were  considered  by  the  laws  of 
nations  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  that  all  mankind  were  allies  against  them ;  and  the  assertion 
is  founded  on  the  above  authority,  as  well  as  on  the  orders  and  instructions  under  which  I  have  acted, 
and  which  have  also  the  laws  of  nations  for  their  support. 

It  appears  from  the  authority  last  quoted  that  every  pirate  reduces  himself  to  a  state  of  nature,  and 
defies  all  laws,  and  may  be  punished  by  any  community  in  the  same  manner  as  any  individual  reduced  to 
a  state  of  nature  would  have  a  right  to  punish  him  who  invaded  him  i>r  his  personal  property;  or  in 
other  words,  to  punish  piracy  at  discretion,  without  any  regard  to  law.  To  show  that  this,  and  this 
alone,  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  author,  I  offer  the  following  quotation  from  the  Lex  Mecatoria,  184: 
"A  piracy  is  attempted  on  the  ocean;  if  the  pirates  are  overcome,  the  takers  may  immediately  inflict  a 
punishment  by  hanging  them  up  at  the  main  yard  end,  though  this  is  understood  when  no  legal  judgment 
may  be  obtained;  hence,  if  a  ship  on  a  voyage  to  any  part  of  America  or  the  plantations  there,  on  the 
discovery  of  those  ports,  is  attacked  by  a  pirate,  but  in  the  attempt  the  pirate  is  overcome,  the  pirates 
may  be  forthwith  executed  without  any  solemnity  of  condemnation  by  the  marine  law." 

I  have  now  shown  that  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  nature  justified  my  landing  at  Foxardo,  to  obtain 
indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  I  have  shown  that  the  approved  conduct  of  those 
who  committed  acts  of  hostility  without  any  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  or 
orders  from  the  government,  justified  hostilities  on  my  part,  even  if  there  had  been  no  declaration  of  war, 
or  orders  to  give  a  sanction  to  my  proceedings.  That  war  having  been  formally  declared  and 
promulgated,  and  the  laws  making  the  accessory  equally  guilty  and  punishable  with  the  principal,  I 
should  have  failed  in  my  duty,  having  the  means,  if  I  had  not  brought  the  authorities  and  the  people  of 
Foxardo  to  punishment,  as  accessories  to  the  pirates  who  had  taken  refuge  and  received  protection 
there. 

aud  robbery  on  shore,  by  the  crew  of  any  piratical  vessel,  an  act 


•The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  May  15th,  1820,  makes  the  landing 
of  piracy,  and  punishable,  as  such,  with  death.     See  appendix. 
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I  have  also  sliown  that  as  pirates,  and  of  course  tlie  accessories  of  pirates,  set  at  defiance  all  law, 
so  are  they  not  entitled  to  its  benefits,  and  "they  may  be  forthwith  executed  without  any  solemnity  of 
condemnation  by  the  marine  law  ;"  and  consequently  that  I  should  have  been  justifiable  in  using  the 
severest  measures  that  could  have  been  adopted,  in  punishing  the  authorities  and  people  of  Foxardu. 
But  for  the  severity  of  the  measures  adopted  by  me,  I  refer  to  facts,  and  shall  not  say  one  word  in 
defence  of  them. 

I  might  stop  here  with  a  perfect  confidence  of  an  acquittal  from  the  charge  of  rashness  and 
indiscretion,  in  the  violation  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  and  immunities  of  Spain,  or  of  any  disposition  to 
offer  to  that  government  any  indignity  or  insult;  but  as,  without  asking  of  me  explanation,  and  without 
complaint  from  Spain,  or  from  any  other  quarter,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  anticipate  even  the 
resolution  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Archer,  already  distinguished  for  his  active  hostility  towards  me  in  the  trial 
of  Lieut.  Kennon,  by  ordering  me  from  my  station,  to  explain  the  transactions  at  Foxardo,  which  it  has 
pleased  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  term  "extraordinary;"  and  as  I  am  placed4)efore  the  world  as  a 
condemned  and  degraded  officer,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  service  to  which  I  belong, 
and  it  may  be  useful  to  others  to  know  that  in  all  this  "transaction"  I  was  acting  in  as  strict  conformity 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  my  instructions,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit  of;  that  it  was 
provided  for  as  near  as  could  be  imagined  by  the  government,  and  that  I  have  in  no  instance  departed 
from  my  instructions,  so  far  as  I  could  by  repeated  perusal  understand  them.  I  have  perceived 
no  obscurity  in  them  and  I  complain  of  none.  I  believe  I  understand  them,  and  the  intentions  of  those 
who  drew  tliem  up;  and  without  national  or  natural  law  or  precedent,  I  feel  a  confidence  that  the 
responsibility  of  my  conduct  at  Foxardo,  if  improper,  rests  upon  these  who  issued  the  orders,  and  not 
on  me  who  executed  them.  I  do  not  wish  it  understood,  however,  that  I  dispute  the  propriety  of  the 
orders;  to  the  contrary,  I  fully  concur  in  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  them.  They  are  framed  on  the  laws 
•  of  nations,  were  drawn  up  by  one  well  versed  in  them,  and  were  intended  to  supply  the  want  of 
a  knowledge  of  international  law  on  my  part.  I  not  only  subscribed  to  that  part  which  authorizes 
my  landing  and  pursuing  pirates  on  the  territory  of  a  foreign  power,  and  denounces  those  nations  so 
lost  to  a  sense  of  respect  for  their  own  character  and  interest,  and  the  respect  of  others,  as  to  refuse  to 
put  down  piracy,  much  less  to  afford  them  an  asylum  and  a  protection;  but  I  subscribed  to  the  j'et 
stronger  measures  which  have  been  recently  recijmmended  by  the  Executive — nothing  short  of  authority 
to  land,  pursue,  and  hold  the  authorities  of  places  answerable  for  the  pirates  who  issue  from  and 
resort  there  —  to  make  them  answerable  by  reprisals  on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
blockade  the  ports  of  the  islands.  Nothing  short  of  these  measures  can  put  down  the  disgraceful 
system.  I  also  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  President,  that  neither  the  government  of  Spain,  nor  the 
governments  of  either  of  the  islands,  (Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,)  can  with  propriety  complain  of  a  resort  to 
either  of  those  measures,  or  all -of  them,  should 'they  be  resorted  to,  as  the  United  States  interpose  their 
aid  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object,  which  is  of  equal  importance  to  Spain  and  her  islands,  as  well  as  to  us. 
To  the  contrary,  it  should  be  expected  that  they  will  faithfully  co-operate  in  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  very  important  object.  Whatever  measures,  however,  may  be 
resorted  to  by  the  United  States,  the  first  thing  necessary  to  secure  success,  is  to  protect,  countenance, 
and  support  the  officer  employed  to  execute  them;  and  in  any  measures  which  he  may  adopt  requiring 
energy  of  action,  he  ought  not  to  be  discouraged  and  degraded  by  punishment  before  complaint,  or 
removed  from  his  command  without  being  allowed  the  opportunity  of  explaining  his  reasons  for  his 
conduct.  Without  such  assurance,  no  officer  in  his  senses  would  willingly  undertake  the  delicate  duties* 
which  I  have  been  performing;  and  if  compelled,  would,  from  his  apprehensions  of  sharing  my  fate, 
scarcely  meet  the  expectations  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The  discouraging 
circumstance  of  my  removal  for  the  offence  of  landing  on  Porto  Rico,  and  punishing  the  accessories  of 
pirates,  the  authorities  of  Foxardo,  may  have  a  much  more  important  effect  in  retarding  the  suppression 
of  piracy  than  is  at  present  apprehended.  So  long  as  the  governors  and  people  of  the  small  towns  of 
Porto  Rico  and  Cuba  are  satisfied  that  they  may  imprison  us  with  impunity,  and  that  punishment 
certainly  follows  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  obtain  redress  and  security  to  our  persons,  so  long  the 
suppression  of  piracy  is  impossible;  and  he  who  on  those  terms  is  willing  to  undertake  it,  loses  sight 
of  his  own  respectability,  and  of  the  respectability  of  his  nation  and  flag. 

I  have  satisfactorily  shown  that,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  1  had  a  right  to  land  on  the  shores  of  Porto 
Rico,  in  pursuit  of  my  enemy.  I  have  shown  that,  against  the  enemy,  in  pursuit  of  whom  I  was 
authorized  to  land,  war  had  been  formally  declared  by  my  country.  1  have  shown  that  the  allies,  aiders, 
abettors,  &c.,  of  this  enemy  were,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  England,  and  by  mercantile  laws,  also 
my  enemies,  and  liable  to  the  same  punishment  as  their  principals.  I  have  in  fact,  shown  that,  by  the 
laws  of  nations  alone,  I  was  perfectly  justified  in  landing  and  chastising,  even,  to  hanging,  the  authorities 
of  Foxardo.  I  have  further  shown  that,  without  even  the  formality  of  a  declaration  of  war,  and  without 
even  being  ordered  by  their  government,  but  merely  on  their  own  will  and  sense  of  right,  other  officers, 
under  similar  circumstances,  have  invaded  foreign  territory,  and  committed  acts  of  war,  and  their  motives 
being  good,  their  conduct  was  approved  of,  on  their  own  representation  of  it.  I  have  now  to  show  that, 
besides  national  and  civil  law,  open  declaration  of  war  and  precedent,  to  support  me,  I  have  orders  to 
pass  the  territorial  boundary  of  a  foreign  nation,  in  pursuit  of  pirates,  or  those  whom  I  have  just  cause  to 
suspect  of  being  such,  to  seize  and  bring  them  to  justice;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  local  authorities 
refusing  to  prosecute  such  persons,  I  am  then  ordered  to  take  them  from  such  territory,  on  board  the 
vessels  under  my  command.  The  orders  are  full  and  explicit,  and,  in  the  absence  of  other  justifying 
circumstances,  I  should  be  willing  to  rest  the  defence  of  my  conduct  on  them  alone.  The  following  are 
the  orders,  alluded  to,  dated  Feb.  1st,  1823: 

[Extract.] 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  tn  l]\:-  command  of  a  squadron,  fitted  out  under  an  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  20th  of  December  last,  to  ciuisc  in  Uir  West  India  seas,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of 
repressing  piracy,  and  affording  ofri'ctuul  luntoction  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Your  attention  will  also  be  extended  to  the  suppression  nf  the  shive  trade,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  on  that  subject;  copies  of  wliirli,  and  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to 
our  naval  commanders  thereon,  are  herewith  sent  to  you.  While  it  is  your  duty  to  protect  our  commerce 
against  all  unlawful  interruptions,  and  to  guard  the  rights  both  of  person  and  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  wherever  it  shall  become  necessary,   you  will  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to 
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encroach  upon  the  rights  of  others;  and  should  you,  at  any  time,  be  brought  into  discussion  or  collision 
with  any  foreign  power,  in  relation  to  such  rights,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  that  the  same  should  be 
conducted  with  as  much  moderation  and  forbearance  as  is  consistent  with  the  honor  of  your  country,  and 
the  just  claims  of  its  citizens. 

Should  you,  in  your  cruise,  fall  in  with  any  foreign  naval  force  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  piracy, 
it  is  desirable  that  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  should  be  cultivated  between  you;  and  you  will 
do  everything  on  your  part,  that  accords  with  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  to  promote  this  object. 

So  soon  as  the  vessels  at  Norfolk  shall  be  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  by  such 
route  as  you  shall  judge  best,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  object  of  your  cruise.  You  will  establish 
at  Thompson's  Island,  usually  called  Key  West,  a  depot,  and  land  the  ordnance  and  marines,  to  protect 
the  stores  and  provisions.  If,  however,  you  shall  find  anj'  important  objection  to  this  place,  and  a  more 
suitable  and  convenient  one  can  be  found,  you  are  at  liberty  to  select  it  as  a  depot. 

You  will  announce  your  arrival  and  object  to  the  authorities,  civil  and  military,  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  endeavor  to  obtain,  as  far  as  shall  be  practicable,  their  co-operation,  or  at  least  their  favorable  and 
friendly  support,  giving  them  the  most  unequivocal  assurance  that  your  sole  object  is  the  destruction  of 
pirates. 

The  system  of  piracy  which  has  grown  up  in  the  West  Indies  has  obviously  arisen  from  the  war 
between  Spain  and  the  new  governments,  her  late  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  and  from  the  limited  force 
in  the  islands,  and  their  sparse  population,  many  portions  of  each  being  entirely  uninhabited  and  desolate, 
to  which  the  active  authority  of  the  government  does  not>;xtend.  It  is  understood  that  establishments 
have  been  made  by  parties  of  tiicse  banditti  in  those  uninhabited  parts,  to  which  they  carry  their  plunder, 
and  retreat  in  time  of  danger.  It  caimot  be  presumed  that  the  government  of  any  island  will  afford  any 
protection  or  countenance  to  such  robbers.  It  may,  on  the  contrary,  confidently  be  believed  that  all  gov- 
ernments, and  particularly  those  most  exposed,  will  afford  all  means  in  their  power  for  their  suppression. 
Pirates  are  considered  by  the  laws  of  nations  the  enemies  of  the  human  race.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  nations 
to  put  them  down;  and  none  who  respect  their  own  character  or  interest  will  refuse  to  do  it,  much  less 
afford  them  an  asylum  and  protection.  The  nation  that  makes  the  greatest  exertions  to  suppress  such 
banditti  has  the  greatest  merit.  In  making  such  exertions,  it  has  a  right  to  the  aid  of  every  other  power 
to  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  to  the  enjoyment,  under  its  sanction,  of  all  its  rights  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
object.  In  the  case  of  belligerents,  where  the  army  of  one  party  enters  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power, 
the  army  of  the  other  has  a  right  to  follow  it  there. 

In  the  case  of  pirates,  the  right  of  the  armed  force  of  one  power,  to  follow  them  into  the  territory  of 
another,  is  more  complete.  In  regard  to  pirates,  there  is  no  neutral  party;  they  being  the  enemies  of  the 
huQian  race,  all  nations  are  parties  against  them,  and  may  be  considered  as  allies.  The  object  and 
intention  of  our  government  is  to  respect  the  feelings  as  well  as  the  rights  of  others,  both  in  substance 
and  in  form,  in  all  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  Should,  therefore, 
the  crews  of  any  vessels  which  you  have  seen  engaged  in  acts  of  piracy,  or  which  you  have  just  cause  to 
suspect  of  being  of  that  character,  retreat  into  the  ports,  harbors,  or  settled  parts  of  the  islands,  you  may 
enter,  in  pursuit  of  them,  such  ports,  harbors,  and  settled  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  local  authorities  or  people,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  seize  and  bring  the  offenders  to  justice,  previously 
giving  notice  that  this  is  your  sole  object.  Where  a  government  exists  and  is  felt,  you  will,  in  all 
instances,  respect  the  local  authorities,  and  only  act  in  aid  of,  and  co-operation  with  them;  it  being  the 
exclusive  purpose  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  piracy,  an  object  in  which  all  nations 
are  equally  interested;  and,  in  the  accomplishment  of  which,  the  Spanish  authorities  and  people  will,  it 
is  presumed,  cordially  co-operate  with  you.  If,  in  the  pursuit  of  pirates  found  at  sea,  they  shall  retreat 
into  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  islands  or  foreign  territory,  you  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  them  so  long  only 
as  there  is  a  reasonabte  prospect  of  being  able  to  apprehend  them,  and  in  no  case  are  you  at  liberty  to 
pursue  and  apprehend  any  one  after  having  been  forbidden  so  to  do  by  competent  authority  of  the  local 
government.  And  should  j'ou,  on  such  pursuit,  apiprehend  any  pirates  upon  land,  you  will"  deliver  them 
over  to  the  proper  autht>rity,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law,  and  you  will  furnish  such  evidence  as  shall 
be  in  your  power,  to  prove  the  offence  alleged  against  them.  Should  the  local  authorities  refuse  to  receive 
and  prosecute  such  persons,  so  apprehended,  on  your  furnishing  them  with  reasonable  evidence  of  their 
guilt,  you  will  then  keep  them  safely  and  securely  on  board  some  of  the  vessels  under  your  command,  and 
report,  without  delay,  to  this  Department,  the  particular  circumstances  of  such  cases. 

I  think,  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  foregoing  orders  and  instructions,  no  one  will  accuse  me  of 
having  gone  beyond  the  authority  given  to  me,  by  intimidating  the  authorities  and  inhabitants  of  a  town 
wliich,  from  being  the  rendezvous  of  pirates  and  robbers,  and  from  the  course  taken  by  the  people  and 
authorities  to  defeat  the  object  of  those  sent  in  search  of  them,  truly  deserve  the  name  ot' jnratical. 

1  am  ordered  to  protect  not  only  the  property  but  the  persons  of  our  citizens.  Will  it  be  denied  that 
Lieut.  Piatt  and  the  other  officers  under  my  command  are  American  citizens,  and  entitled  to  mj' protection? 
And  how  could  I  have  protected  them  had  I  overlooked  the  conduct  of  the  Foxardians? 

Difficulties  were  apprehended  by  the  government  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  confided  to  me, 
and  in  any  collision  with  foreign  powers,  I  am  instructed  to  conduct  myself  with  as  much  moderation  and 
forbearance  as  is  consistent  with  the  honor  of  my  country,  and  the  just  claims  of  its  citizens. 

The  violence  and  insult  offered  to  my  cpuntry,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Piatt,  it  was  made  nij'  duty  to 
notice,  and  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I  did  conduct  myself  with  the  greatest  moderation  and  for- 
bearance: the  guns  of  the  battery  were  not  spiked,  until  self-preservation  made  it  necessary  for  me  to 
spike  them;  and  so  soon  as  the  apology  of  the  authorities  of  Foxardo  was  received,  and  assurance  of 
respect  and  protection  for  the  future  were  given,  I  retired.  No  complaints  of  violence  of  proceeding 
have  been  offered  against  me  by  the  Spaniards — a  sure  evidence  that  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint, 
even  if  I  had  no  testimony  to  offer  in  my  favor ;^  but  as  to  the  moderation  of  my  conduct,  and  the  precau- 
tions taken  by  me  to  preserve  it  in  others,  the  testimony  is  ample. 

In  the  former  part  of  these  remarks,  I  have  touched  on  the  other  parts  of  my  instructions;  I  deem  it 
therefore  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  comments;  tiiey  are  before  the  reader,  and  he  can  jud>^e 
whether  I  have  tr;.n  icended  them  or  not,  and  whether  I  should  not  have  fa  led  in  my  dut^',  had  I  not 
pursued  the  course  I  did  at  Foxardo. 

I  have  as  yet  said  nothing  as  to  my  motives.  The  motives  of  General  Jackson,  it  is  said,  were 
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founded  in  the  "  pnre.st  patriotism;"  and  it  is  presumed,  the  motives  of  the  other  ofScers  I  have  cited 
were  equally  pure,  or  their  conduct  would  not  have  been  approved;  how  their  motives  were  ascertained, 
except  from  their  conduct  and  a.'jsurance,  I  do  not  know.  On  my  own  part,  I  offer  no  assurances,  but 
leave  every  one  to  judge  of  my  motives  by  my  conduct  alone.  Had  my  motives  been  bad  or  mischievous, 
I  should  have  proceeded  directly  to  hostilities,  without  giving-  notice  to  the  authorities  at  Foxardo,  and 
allowing  them  time  to  choose  between  the  two  alternatives  offered  them;  and  I  should  not  have  taken  the 
precaution  I  did  to  guard  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Porto  Rico  from  injury.  Had, 
in  fact,  my  motives  been  bad,  I  should  have  insisted  on  severer  terms  than  those  I  exacted;  and  I  should 
not  have  retired  immediately  after  the  concessions  and  assurances  were  made,  but  should  have  remained 
there,  to  enjoy  the  intimidated,  humble  and  degraded  condition  of  the  authorities  and  the  people. 

That  my  motives  were  disinterested,  is  certain  from  the  circumstances  of  my  confining  myself  to  the 
single  object  of  protection  to  the  persons  of  our  citizens.  I  had  nothing  personally  to  hope  for  or  to  gain  by 
securing- ?Aeir  safety;  and  I  had  certainly  much  to  lose  in  making  the  attempt,  for  I  placed  my  life  at  hazard. 

If  I  have  failed  in  justifying  myself,  I  trust  that  the  failure  will  be  ascribed  to  the  peculiarly  delicate 
duties  which  have  been  confided  to  me,  involving  nice  and  intricate  questions  of  national  rights,  and  a 
zealous  desire  to  act  fully  up  to  the  wishes  of  the  government,  and  not  from  a  wish  to  act  in  opposition 
to  its  views,  or  to  infringe  on  the  territorial  rights  or  immunities  of  others.  Should  there  appear  the 
slighest  evidence  of  my  having,  for  a  moment,  willfully  disregarded  what  was  due  to  my  own  country, 
and  the  respect  due  to  the  government  of  Spain,  I  shall  submit  with  resignation  and  cheerfulness  to  the 
severest  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted  on  me,  if  it  even  extends  to  depriving  me  of  my  commission, 
which  I  should  then  be  unworthy  of  bearing. 

For  merely  doing  my  duty,  I  have  never  asked  nor  expected  any  reward,  beyond  the  approbation  of 
my  country;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  I  have,  in  this  instance,  done  no  more  than  my  duty,  I  confidently 
hope  and  expect  that  I  shall  esca|ic  all  |iuiiisliinent,  beyond  what  I  have  already  felt. 

I  have  stated  all  the  groiUKls,  which,  in  my  opinion,  justified  my  undertaking  the  expedition  to 
Foxardo.  I  acted  on  letters  of  an  official  character,  already  referred  to,  and  statements  which  I  had  no 
doubt  could  be  relied  on.  I  acted  on  what  I  believed  a  fair  construction  of  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
intention  of  those  who  framed  my  orders,  and  the  public  voice.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  through 
the  formality  of  collecting  evidence  on  oath,  to  justify  me  in  the  attempt  I  was  about  making  to  secure  in 
future  our  officers  from  insult.  Had  I  done  so,  my  object  would  have  been  defeated  in  the  time  that 
would  have  elapsed,  and  the  alarm  that  would  have  been  excited  by  an  inquiry  which  could  not  have  been 
kept  secret. 

Promptness  was  necessary,  and  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  letters  which  I  already  possessed  were  a 
sufficient  justification  for  my  proceedings. 

The  following  documents,  which  have  been  rejected  by  the  court,  and  which  I  do  net  now  offer  in 
vindication  of  my  conduct,  but  in  confirmation  of  the  letters  of  Lieutenant  Piatt,  Mr.  Cabot,  and  Mr. 
Bergeest,  are  so  full  on  the  subject  of  the  robberies  and  piratical  depredations  from  Foxardo,  and  the 
piratical  character  of  the  authorities  and  people  of  that  part  of  Porto  Rico,  that  I  deem  it  imnecessary  to 
make  any  comment  on  them.  The  complicated  system  of  villany  they  unfold  is  disgraceful  to  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong,  and  a  continuation  of  it  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  particularly 
to  those  nations  most  exposed  to  their  depredations.  The  pirates  of  Cuba,  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli, 
offer  no  parallel. 
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St.  Thom.vs,  February  IG,  1825. 
Captain  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy: 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  we  have  collected  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Piatt,  all  the  testimony  regarding  the  various  depredations  which  have  been  committed  upon  this  place 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo  and  its  vicinity,  which  the  present  unsettled  state  of  this  place  will  permit 
from  the  unfortunate  fire.  We  will  now  repeat  what  our  Mr.  Cabot  had  the  honor  of  verbally  acquainting 
you,  that  our  store  was  broken  open  and  robbed  of  a  considerable  amount  of  valuable  property,  on  the 
night  of  the  24th  October  last,  all  of  which  belonged  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Being  fully 
convinced  who  the  perpetrators  of  this  act  were,  and  the  course  our  goods  had  taken,  from  the  well 
known  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo,  and  the  facilities  believed  to  be  rendered  by  the  govern- 
ment of  that  place,  we  requested  Lieutenant  Commandant  Piatt  to  aid  us  in  the  recovery,  which  he  very 
generously  consented  to.  The  circumstances  of  his  reception  and  treatment  at  that  place  j'ou  will  receive 
from  Lieutenant  Piatt.  We  would  now  add,  that  about  ten  days  since  wc  received  information  which  may 
be  relied  upon,  that  John  Compis,  of  that  place,  a  man  whose  wealth  gives  him  consequence,  and  even 
the  then  alcalde  of  the  place,  from  interested  motives,  or  otherwise,  forbore  to  put  in  force  any  claim 
against  him,  was  the  actual  receiver  of  our  goods,  and  that  he,  at  the  time  Lieutenant  Piatt  was  there, 
had  them  in  possession.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  said  Compis  is  the  man  to  whom  our  clerk  was 
introduced  by  Messrs.  Bergeest  and  Uhlhorn,  of  this  place,  and  who  has  been  the  agent  of  most,  if  not 
all  the  houses  in  this  place,  who  have  been  robbed,  to  obtain  justice  for  them,  and  he  has  written  us  for 
a  power  of  attorney  to  act  in  our  place.  Three  or  four  days  since  we  received  a  message  from  a  man  in 
power  in  that  place,  whose  name  is  suppressed,  but  who,  we  believe,  is  the  present  alcalde  of  Foxardo, 
(the  alcalde  in  office  at  the  time  of  your  visit  is  removed,)  offering  to  obtain  the  value  of  the  goods 
stolen  if  we  would  relinquish  to  him  one-half  of  the  amount  recovered.  This  we  have  consented  to,  and 
have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  accomplished. 

We  request  you  not  to  give  any  greater  publicity  to  this  letter,  and  the  documents  you  will  receive, 
than  is  actually  necessary;  for  the  lives  of  the  parties  would  be  endangered. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  CABOT,  BAILEY  &  CO. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  G.  Bailey,  of  the  firm  of  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  who  solemnly 
swore  to  the  truth  of  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  letter. 

JOHN  D,  SLOAT,  Lieutenant  Commandant  United  States  Navy. 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  February  18,  1826. 
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St.  Thomas,  February  IT,  1825. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  I  hand  sundry  documents,  obtained  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Piatt;  and 
should  I  hear  of  anything  that  I  consider  of  service  in  this  business,  I  shall  procure  a  deposition  and 
forward  the  same. 

I  waited  on  the  governor  and  the  judge,  in  company  with  Captain  Sloat,  to  obtain  extracts  from 
records  in  the  governor's  office,  as  well  as  any  court  proceedings  taken  in  the  trial  of  the  pirates,  which 
might  fix  the  thing  in  Foxardo,  but  we  were  informed  there  was  none.  But  if  you  think  it  of  utility,  (and 
I  have  no  doubt  but  strong  proof  can  be  obtained  from  said  trial,  as  to  the  character  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Foxardo,)  you  can  obtain  any  document  you  may  require,  provided  the  demand  is  made  to  this  govern- 
ment through  the  Danish  minister,  residing  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  piratical  business,  which  was  discovered  here,  a  Foxardo  boat  made  the  principal  figure;  which 
boat  and  her  crew  are  now  here  under  arrest.  Piracies  continue  frequent  on  the  east  and  south  coast  of 
Porto  Rico,  committed  by  open  boats  and  a  small  schooner.  One  sloop  loaded  by  my  house,  has  been 
captured,  and  the  captain  and  crew  have  not  since  been  heard  of.  She  left  this  on  the  7th  ult.,  for  Ponce, 
and  on  tlie  10th,  the  telegraph  at  Ponce  signalized  a  sloop  captured  in  sight.  She  was  seen  a  few  days 
after  drifting  near  Cape  Rox — masts  cut  away,  and  no  one  on  board  of  her;  since  whicli,  one  was  captured 
from  this,  off  Guayama,  bound  to  Ponce;  and  report  says,  that  a  brig  is  to  windward  of  "  Dead  Man's 
Chest,"  a  prize  to  them.  The  Shark  will  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  last  report.  She  left  this  yesterday 
morning. 

Our  town  was  half  burned  to  the  ground  on  the  13th  instant;  and  we  may  thank  Captain  Sloat  and 
his  crevv^  for  the  preservation  of  the  balance,  although  not  much  is  said  about  it  in  the  papers.     The  fire 
took  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  burned  to  the  west  end. 
With  a  tender  of  my  services  here,  if  required, 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  FURNISS. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter,  Washington. 


St.  Thomas,  February  16,  1825. 
W.  P.  Furniss,  Esq.: 

Sir:  It  was  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  or  morning  of  the  5th  May  last,  my  store  was  broken  open, 
and  goods  to  the  amount  of  $1,200,  along  with  my  iron  chest,  containing  about  $300,  in  gold,  besides  a 
number  of  valuable  papers,  were  carried  off.  A  person  by  the  name  of  Pedro  Cabrero,  a  Spaniard, 
offered  his  services  to  secure  the  parties,  who  he  said  had  gone  to  Porto  Rico;  and  he  was  fortunate 
enough  in  securing  the  most  of  my  papers,  which  he  brought  back,  along  with  a  few  pieces  of  handker- 
chiefs. He  got  them  in  Foxardo,  or  close  to  it:  the  chest  they  had  broken  in  pieces,  and  the  papers  were 
found  near  to  it.  The  handkerchiefs  were  identified  by  a  sample  which  Mr.  Cabrero  carried  with  him. 
Some  people  who  were  supposed  to  have  been  accessory,  were  taken  up  and  lodged  in  jail,  in  the  city  of 
Porto  Rico,  but  what  was  ultimately  done  with  them  I  have  not  since  learned. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ROBERT  ALEXANDER. 

P.  S. — Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cabrero,  addressed  to  me. 

Mr.  Robert  Alexander,  of  St.  Thomas,  merchant,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  doth  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  letter,  by  him  written, 
are  just  and  true. 

ROBERT  ALEXANDER. 

St.  Thomas,  February  17,  1825. 

I,  John  D.  Sloat,  commander  of  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going deposition  was  this  day  diily  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Thomas,  this  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five. 

(Signed)  J.  D.  SLOAT. 


Metr  Alesandro  heman,  da  do  el  Plie  go  al  jenera.  Y  me  manda  a  desir  que  me  presente  yno  he  Podi 
do  bar  i  i  carlo  Por  ayame  en  ermo  Pero  sinenbar  Go  eldia  Prinieers  del  entrante  Pienso  ni  Por  loque 
tendra.  V  labor  da  de  man  dar  me  loque  hubiere  reunido  entre  los  yntercsados  con  el  Portador  Jabor 
que  quedare  re  conosido. 

S.  S.  S.  S.  que  S.  B. 

(Signed)  PEDRO  CABRERA. 


Sain"t  Thomas. 
By  request  of  Lieutenant  Commandant  Charles  T.  Piatt,  of  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  J.  S. 
Cabot,  acting  for  Nathan  Levy,  vice  consul  of  the  United  States  for  this  island,  did  call  and  cause  to 
come  before  me  J.  F.  C.  Bergeest,  of  the  firm  of  Bergeest  and  Uhlhorn,  of  this  island,  who  did  solemnly 
declare  that,  on  the  night  of  the  12th  January,  1823,  their  store  was  broken  into  and  robbed  of  mer- 
chandise and  their  iron  chest,  containing  money  and  all  valuable  papers,  at  no  less  amount  than  $100,000. 
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The  perpetrators  of  this  act  were,  about  a  month  afterwards,  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  Foxardo, 
where  the  goods  were  sold,  but  they  have  never  been  able  to  recover  any  proportion  of  them.  Their 
papers  were  found  on  their  wharf,  on  the  28th  February  ensuing.  He  also  gave  as  his  opinion,  that 
Naguabo,  near  Foxardo,  has  for  a  length  of  time  been  the  receptacle  of  stolen  goods;  and  it  is  beyond  a 
doubt  that  all  the  robberies  which  for  some  years  have  been  committed  in  this  island,  particularly  that 
upon  the  store  of  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  was  by  the  inhabitants  of  Foxardo,  or  its  neighborhood,  and  to 
which  place  the  goods  were  carried. 

In  testimony  of  the  verity  of  the  foregoing,  he  has  annexed  his  signature. 

J.  F.  C.  BEPiGEEST,  Partner  of  Bergeest  &  Llilhorn. 

I,  Stephen  Cabot,  do  identify  the  same  under  my  official  seal  and  signature,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

STEPHEN  CABOT, 
Per  his  Attorney,  JNO.  G.  BAILEY. 


St.  Thom.\s,  February  17,  1825. 
Mr.  A.  Saubot,  and  Mr.  Jean  Joubert,  of  the  house  of  Saubot,  Joubert  &  Co.,  of  St.  Thomas,  mer- 
chants, being  severally  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  do,  and  each  of  them 
doth  solemnly  depose  and  say  that,  on  or  about  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  last  past,  their 
store  in  St.  Thomas  was  broken  into  by  some  person  or  persons  unknown  to  them,  and  robbed  of  divers 
articles;  and  that  among  those  articles  was  their  iron  chest,  in  which  they  usually  kept  their  papers  and 
money;  that,  afterwards,  the  bills  of  exchange  and  other  papers  which  were  in  their  iron  chest  at  that 
time  were  received  by  them  from  Foxardo;  tiiat  these  papers  were  said  to  have  been  thrown  into  the 
house  of  Lieut.  Col.  Don  Julian  Villodas,  commissioned  by  the  government  of  Porto  Rico  to  make  inves- 
tigation and  inquiry,  at  Foxardo  and  the  neighborhood,  respecting  robberies  committed  at  St.  Thomas,  the 
plunder  of  which  was  said  to  be  carried  there.  And  these  deponents  further  solemnly  swear  that  several 
double  Louis  d'or,  which  were  also  in  their  iron  chest  belonging  to  them,  and  carried  away  at  the  time  of 
the  robbery  aforesaid,  were  afterwards  received  at  St.  Thomas,  to  their  certain  knowledge,  from  the  coast 
and  neighborhood  of  Foxardo ;  and  that  they  verily  believe  the  whole  of  the  property  of  which  they  were 
at  that  time  robbed  was  carried  to  Foxardo,  or  its  vicinity. 

(Signed)  AUG'T  SAUBOT. 

J.  JOUBERT. 

I,  John  D.  Sloat,  commander  of  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going deposition  was  this  day  duly  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Thomas,  this  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five. 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 


St.  Thosias,  February  17,  1825. 
Mr.  Robert  Browne,  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Messrs.  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  of  St.  Thomas,  merchants, 
being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  doth  solemnly  depose  and  say  that,  on  or 
about  the  night  of  the  eighth  day  of  January,  1824,  their  store  was  broken  into,  and  robbed  of  divers 
articles  of  goods  and  merchandise,  which  were  traced  to  Foxardo,  Naguaba  and  Caguas,  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  Porto  Rico ;  that  the  goods  and  robbers  were  sent  to  the  city  of  St.  Johns,  where  the  goods  were 
identified  by  Mr.  Gibson,  another  partner  in  the  same  house,  who  was  there  at  the  time — this  deponent 
having  written  to  him  respecting  them;  that  the  robbers  broke  out  of  jail  in  the  city,  and  that  some  were 
afterwards  retaken;  that  a  suit  is  still  going  on  for  the  recovery  of  the  aforesaid  stolen  goods,  valued  at 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  the  costs  of  which  are  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  dollars, 
against  the  purchasers  of  those  goods,  who  are  responsible  people  in  Foxardo,  Naguaba  and  Caguas — 
but  as  yet  without  the  recovery  of  any  part  thereof.  And  this  deponent  further  solemnly  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  is  convinced,  from  the  information  received  by  his  house,  that  the  late  robberies  in  this 
place  have  been  committed  by  some  of  the  same  gang,  and  the  goods  secreted  along  the  coast  about 
Foxardo,  Naguaba,  i.  aguas,  &c.,  &c. 

ROBERT  BROWNE. 

I,  John  D.  Sloat,  commander  of  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going deposition  was  this  day  duly  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  St.  Thomas,   this  seventeenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five. 

(Signed)  JOHN  P.  SLOAT. 


St.  Thomas,  February  15,  1825. 
Messrs.  Cabot,  Bailey  d-  Co.: 

Ge.vtlemen:  In  consequence  of  your  Mr.  Bailey  having  applied  to  us  for  the  particulars  we  have 
elucidated  regarding  the  robbery  of  our  store,  on  or  about  the  eighth  January,  1824,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  the  enclosed  letters: 

Nos.  1  and  2,  dated  Paynas,  January  23,  1824;  No.  3,  dated  Foxardo,  March  27,  1824;  No.  4,  dated 
Foxardo,  February  9,  1824. 
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You  can  make  what  use  you  please  of  the  above  letters,  only  the  writer's  name  must  be  kept  a  pro- 
found secret.  The  suit  against  the  receivers  and  purchasers  of  the  stolen  property  is  still  going  on  in 
the  city  of  Porto  Rico,  where  the  goods  seized  on  the  coast  have  been  identified  by  our  Mr.  Gibson,  now 
absent  on  the  main. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  yours,  respectfully, 

(Signed)  ELLIS,  GIBSON  &  CO. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Stephen  Cabot,  acting  for  Nathan  Levy,  vice  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  this  island,  Robert  Browne,  of  the  firm  of  Ellis,  Gibson  &  Co.,  who  acknowledged  his  signature 
to  the  annexed  letter,  and  declared  that  the  letters  attached  are  the  originals  received  by  the  firm. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  official  seal  and  signature,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 


STEPHEN  CABOT, 
Per  his  Attorney,  JNO.  G.  BAILEY. 


[Translation.] 

Mr. to  Mr.  John  O'KeUi/. 

Caguas,  January  23,  1824. 

My  Friends:  In  consequence  of  your  favor  of  the  twelfth  current,  relative  to  the  robbery  of  our 
friend  Gibson,  committed  on  his  store  at  St.  Thomas,  I  have,  from  the  moment  of  my  receiving  it,  used 
the  most  efficacious  means  to  discover  some  clue  by  which  I  might  be  enabled  to  find  out,  with  certainty, 
the  thieves  or  receivers  of  the  plundered  property;  and  I  have  obtained  from  credible  persons,  positive 
information  of  the  place  where  there  is  a  considerable  of  the  effects,  and  indications  of  the  direction 
which  has  been  given  to  the  rest;  in  this  understanding,  and  not  to  risk  the  judicial  proceedings  in 
suspicious  hands,  I  resolved  that  you  should,  in  the  name  of  Gibson,  request  of  the  captain  general  a 
commission,  that  should  exactly  include  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dr.  Julian  Villoda,  the  bearer  hereof,  and 
with  whom  you  shall  be  understood  at  the  time  which  I  shall  direct  therefor. 

The  same  Villodas  shall  move  some  causes  that  the  commission  be  decreed  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
come  to  join  me  in  this  town,  to  go  afterwards  to.Foxardo.  The  accompanying  memorial  will  serve  you 
to  make  a  fair  copy,  and  present  it  to  the  captain  general,  which  being  decreed  accordingly,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  same  Villodas.  I  charge  you  particularly,  to  take  measures  to  conceal  my  name  in  this 
business,  because  it  is  proper  for  my  interests  and  the  preservation  of  my  relations. 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 

P.  S. — I  have  punctually" notified  our  friend  of  the  steps  which  I  have  taken,  and  of  the  commission 
sought  by  your  means,  that  he  may  understand  the  whole  colon. 


Caguas,  January  23,  1824. 
William  Gibson,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favoured  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  duly  received,  by  which  I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
find  your  store  was  robbed  in  the  night  of  the  8th.  In  consequence  of  said  letter,  I  have  made  my 
utmost  efforts  to  discover  the  th;eves.  I  have  luckily  succeeded  in  a  great  measure,  hj  which  reason  I 
proceeded  to  obtain,  from  the  governor,  a  commission  on  a  friend  et  a  person  of  confidence,  considering 
this  the  only  step  that  may  be  prudently  adopted  to  make  the  recovery;  to  the  purpose,  I  have  on  this 
date  wrote  to  our  friend,  T.  0' Kelly,  a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  coppy  will  fully  informed  you.  The 
principal  robber,  Manuel  Lamparo,  (a  negro,)  was  in  gaol  at  Naguabo,  in  the  20th  instant,  who  was  very 
badly  wounded  by  the  people  that  praised  him.  I  have  no  doubt  h'  is  now  dead.  I  his  declaration;  he 
said  he  was  the  only  person  that  robbed  your  store,  Mr.  Soussron's,  et  others;  but  would  not  complicate 
no  other,  or  either  say  where  goods  were;  however,  I  hope,  within  a  few  days,  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
noticing  yoy  the  capture  et  recovery  of  robbers  et  gods. 

I  might  have  saved  you  the  expenses  of  a  mission  by  acting  myself,  but  I  assure  you  this  is  a  very 
desagreeable  et  trascendental  bussiness  in  this  island,  on  which  account  I  have  acted  accordingly  as  you 
may  perceived  in  the  inclosed  coppy. 

The  commissioner  is  a  colonel  of  the  expedicionary  army  of  Spanish  Main,  to  whom  I  shall  have  to 
pay,  et  will  therefore  draw  on  you  accordingly  as  it  may  be  necessary. 

Be  please  send  me  by  the  first  opportunity  the  articles  contained  in  the  enclosed  list,  directed  to  D. 
Juan  Torres  to  the  care  of  D.  Jorre  TuruU  by  one  of  the  wessells  trading  to  the  city. 
Meanwhile  remain,  dear  sir,  your  ob't  h.  s't. 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Mr. to  Mr.  William  Gibson. 

FoxARDo,  March  27,  1824. 
My  Dear  Friend:  I  take  up  the  pen  to  give  you  an  account,  and  inform  you  circumstantially  of  the 
researches  which  have  been  made  concerning  the  robbery  which  was  committed  in  your  store   on   the 
liight  of  the day  of  January  last. 
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From  the  judicial  proceedings  had  for  that  purpose,  it  appears  clearly  and  legally  and  justly  proved 
who  were  the  robbers;  to  what  point  they  conducted  the  whole  of  the  rolDbery  to  its  distribution  among 
them;  what  portions  were  introduced  by  the  coasts  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  town,  and  what  by 
those  of  Naguabo;  who  were  the  assistants  in  the  carrying,  landing,  and  concealing,  and  who  the  pur- 
chasers.    Among  these  last  the  very  persons  have  been  denounced. 

Those  who  committed  the  robbery  even  in  that  island:  John  and  Birian,  negroes,  aCatalonian  named 
Pan,  an  Englishman  named  Duato,  another  named  James,  and  Manuel  Lamparo,  black.  The  whole  of  the 
robbery  was  committed  at  the  Island  Pines,  in  a  boat  which  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  were  Antonio  Gam- 
boa's,  or  that  of  an  Italian  Yorgi.  In  that  island  the  robbers  distributed  the  plunder,  dividing  it  into 
equal  parts,  having  introduced  it  into  this  island  by  the  ports  of  Naguabo  and  those  of  this  district. 

The  purchasers  of  the  plundered  effects  were  in  Naguabo,  Dr.  Itto  Pachot,  Dr.  Francisco  Pacheco, 
and  Dr.  Jose  Estebaty  Fout;  and  in  this  district,  Dr.  Juan  Gufao,  all  those  who  had  open  shops  of  mer- 
chandize y  chandlery.  Pachot,  Pacheco  and  Gafao,  have  themselves  announced  the  effects  which  they 
purchased,  specifying  them  article  by  article,  what  each  article  cost,  and  at  what  they  sold  them. 

With  respect  to  the  purchasers  who  did  not  themselves  announce,  the  acknowledged  goods  have 
been  stopped  with  them;  and  as  to  those  who  have  announced  them,  as  they  are  subject  to  acknowledged 
responsibility,  and  having  themselves  announced  them,  their  goods  have  not  been  stopped,  as  all  united 
have  to  answer  and  pay  the  total  value  of  the  robbery,  and  the  damages  and  costs  occasioned  in  the 
investigation. 

Also  the  goods  belonging  to  the  Englishmen,  James  and  Duate,  have  been  arrested,  consisting  of  a 
small  portion  of  land  and  a  slave.  And  likewise  of  two  inhabitants  of  Naguabo,  named  Eavelo  and 
Garcia,  which  consist  of  another  certain  portion  of  land.  Moreover  one  Guayro  has  arrested  a  sufiSciently 
large  quantity  of  the  property  of  Antino  Gamboa.  This  man,  although  he  was  not  one  of  the  gang  who 
committed  the  robbery  in  your  store,  is  one  of  those  belonging  to  it,  and  has  proved  that  he  transported 
in  the  same  Guayro,  to  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  robbers  IBirian,  Juan,  and  the  Catalan,  Pan,  to 
place  them  in  safety. 

The  robber,  Manuel  Lamparo,  has  declared  that  in  that  island  he  has  belonging  to  him,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  wife  or  concubine,  named  Paulina,  two  slaves,  and  the  boat  which  he  sails.  This  Paulina  is 
the  mother  of  six  children  of  Lamparo's,  of  which  I  inform  you,  that  you  may  secure  the  negroes,  boat 
and  other  goods,  which  are  known  to  be  Lamparo's. 

Of  the  effects  plundered,  there  have  only  been  recovered  one  ordinary  cloak,  two  Levitas  frock  coats, 
one  shirt  and  undress  of  Irish  linen,  and  six  Irish  fowling  pieces,  and  a  pair  of  pistols. 

The  effects  confessed  by  the  same  purchasers  are  the  following: 

D.  Itto  Pachot,  2  pieces  cloth,  2  pieces  Irish  linens,  1  piece  Brittannias;  D.  Francisco  Pacheco,  2| 
pieces  of  cloth,  1  piece  rouen,  1  piece  coleta;  D.  Juan  .Gufao,  2  pieces  coleta,  2  pieces  rouens,  3  pieces 
Irish  linens,  2^  pieces  of  cloth,  3  pieces  handkerchiefs,  5  Levitas  frock  coats,  1  coat,  1  pair  of  pistols; 
D.  Jose  Esteva  and  Foute,  who  has  not  confessed,  but  justified  to  the  evidence,  2  pieces  cloth,  5  pieces 
Irish  linens. 

Hence  you  will  infer  how  little  they  have  confessed;  but  the  law  condemns  them  to  answer  for  what 
is  wanting,  and  to  suffer  some  infamous  punishment,  in  which  they  will  probably  have  indulgence  as  far 
as  they  have  confessed. 

From  these  investigations  there  are  confined  in  the  prisons  of  Humacas,  Naguabo,  and  the  city  of 
Porto  Rico,  Antonio  Ravelo,  Antonio  Barbosa,  Dr.  Francisco  Garcia,  Dr.  Jose  Garcia,  Santiago  Damaso, 
Dr.  Esteban  Tons,  Tiburcio  Castillo,  Antonio  Castillo,  Magdalena  Castillo,  James  and  Manuel  Lamparo. 
These  two  last  are  robbers,  the  rest  are  fugitives. 

There  remains,  then,  nothing  else  in  the  business,  but  to  pursue  some  other  legal  forms,  by  which 
everything  proper  may  be  done  to  discover  all  the  robbers,  purchasers  of  the  stolen  property,  and  how 
far  they  have  co-operated  in  the  crime.  The  said  formalities  being  concluded,  the  person  commissioned 
will  take  the  voluminous  writing  made,  the  few  effects  seized,  and  the  accused,  and  will  place  the  whole 
in  the  hands  of  his  excellency,  the  captain  general,  who  will  pass  the  process  to  jurist,  that  he  may  con- 
sult on  the  decree  whicli  ought  to  be  made  according  to  law;  and  it  is  very  natural  for  you  to  appear  as 
the  actor,  not  only  to  demand  what  has  been  found  and  purchased,  but  also  to  establish  the  importance  of 
the  property  stolen,  with  the  costs  besides,  all  which  the  purchasers  have  to  paj'  who  have  confessed,  and 
those  who  have  not  confessed  what  they  have,  twenty  times  the  amount  of  the  property  stolen.  That  this 
may  be  concluded  with  the  speed  which  you  ought  to  desire,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  come  in  person 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  your  personal  presence  to  the  affair,  to  come  to  the  city  in  company  with  the 
commissioner,  and  before  the  affair  is  presented  to  the  captain  general,  to  submit  it  to  an  advocate,  to 
give  it  beforehand  the  proper  forms. 

My  friend,  the  commissioner,  has  had  the  most  fortunate  issue  that  could  have  been  expected.  You 
can  calculate  on  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  the  stolen  property.  I  am  delighted  in  having  been  the 
agent  in  this  business.  The  commissioner  charged  with  the  summary  information,  is  worthy,  very  wor- 
thy, of  our  acknowledgment,  because  of  the  probity,  efficacy  and  honor  with  which  his  proceedings  have 
been  marked;  he  has  added  a  prudence  as  well  as  artful  cunning  to  come  at  a  complete  discovery  of  the 
whole. 

I  am,  &c. 

p.  S. — Of  this  same  date  and  according  to  letter  of  advice,  I  have  drawn  on  you,  in  favor  of  Dr. 
Ramon  de  Alustiza,  for  the  sum  of  $250,  which  sum  I  shall  deliver  to  the  commissioner  on  account  of  his 
trouble. 


(No.  4.) 

[Translation.] 

Mr. to  Mr.  John  O'Kelhj: 

PoXARDo,  February  9,  1824. 
My  Esteemed  Friend:  You  could  scarcely  suppose  the  progress  which  to  this  date  our  investigations 
have  made  by  means  of  the  commission  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  and  to  what  effect  your  favor 
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in  favor  of  D.  Julian  O'Kelly  was  used.  At  this  moment  the  authors  of  the  robbery  are  known  to 
be  James  and  Manuel  Lamparo;  they  are  prisoners  in  the  capital,  with  the  greatest  injunc  ions  on  our 
part  for  their  security,  and  the  other  accomplices  have  embarked,  and  we  do  not  lose  the  hope  of  taking 
them  soon,  according  to  information  that  tiicy  must  return.  Some  remnants  and  pieces  have  been  recov- 
ered, and  others,  tliat  have  passed  to  secoml  iiml  IliinI  possessors,  must  be  made  good  by  the  mala  fide 
purchasers  against  whom  the  commission  is  pinccciliu^-.  This  impulse,  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
government  and  from  the  desire  of  serving  you  particularly,  loses  no  vigilance  nor  a  moment  in  your  ser- 
vice, yet  we  have  still  much  to  discover  because  most  of  the  effects  are  already  dispersed. 

Under  date  of  the  23d  of  January,  I  wrote  to  you  from  Caguas;  and,  for  the  more  complete  termina- 
tion of  the  business,  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  that  what  I  then  mentioned  should  be  attended  to,  not 
forgetting  to  furnish  me,  as  I  told  you,  fm-  the  expenses  which  are  incurred,  and  of  which  I  have  already 
paid  a  part,  an  account  of  which  I  shall  produce  in  proper  time  * 

In  virtue  of  the  offer  made  by  you  in  the  newspaper  to  him  who  should  discover  the  robbery,  I  have 
not  hesitated  to  make  it  to  the  commissioner  in  particular,  justly  thinking  that  you  must  approve  it;  for, 
although  it  ought  not  to  bo  offered  as  a  stimulous,  it  ought  justly  to  be  given  him  as  an  indemnification 
for  his  extraordinary  efforts — efforts  which  alone  could  have  brought  the  business  to  the  state  in  which  it 
is.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  answer  me  circumstantially,  and  as  soon  as  possible,  upon  each  of  the 
points  of  this  and  my  former. 

The  enclosed  will  serve  you  to  direct  it  with  safety  to  its  title,  because  it  extremely  concerns  me.  If 
with  the  bearer  you  can  send  me  two  matresses  for  a  bedstead,  I  will  acknowledge  it,  or  on  another  occa- 
sion secure  it. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Thomas,  February  4,  1825. 
Sir:  I  heard,  with  great  regret,  that  you  have  been  recalled  from  the  command  of  the  West  India 
squadron,  on  account  of  the  Foxardo  affair;  since  which,  I  have  every  day  been  more  and  more  satisfied 
of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  treating  these  people  in  that  way.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  the 
authorities  of  tliat  place  were  concerned  with,  or,  at  any  rate,  under  the  complete  influence  of,  Compus,  a 
rich  and  influential  merchant,  who,  we  have  since  ascertained  to  a  certainty,  had  the  goods  of  Cabot, 
Bailey  &  Co.,  at  the  time  of  Captain  Piatt's  visit  there,  and  that  he  was,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  his  and 
Mr.  Ritchie's  being  confined,  to  prevent  their  getting  information,  and  to  induce  them,  with  the  young 
man  sent  from  St.  Thomas  in  the  Beagle,  to  leave  the  place  as  soon  as  released.  The  new  commandant  of 
Foxardo  has  recently  sent  a  person  to  St.  Thomas,  to  negotiate  with  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.  for  the  recovery 
of  the  property,  and  has  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  them  to  prosecute  this  man,  and  to  be  at 
all  the  trouble  and  expense,  for  one-half  of  what  he  gets.  He  says  he  can  prove,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt,  that  this  man  had  the  goods;  this,  of  course,  must  be  kept  secret  at  present.  Bailey  has  entered 
into  this  agreement  by  the  advice  of  the  governm(mt  of  St.  Thomas;  and,  after  he  obtains  as  much  of  the 
property  as  he  can,  the  governor  is  to  demand  of  the  government  of  Porto  Rico  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  punishment  of  Compus.  These,  and  many  other  circumstances  about  these  people,  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  that  may  perhaps  be  serviceable  to  you  in  the  investigation  that  is  said  to  be 
intended  about  the  affair;  and  I  assure  you  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  throw  any  light  on  the  sub- 
ject in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  '  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[Extract.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Tliomas,  March  12,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  j'ou  the  deposition  of  the  master  and  owner  of  the  sloop  Neptune,  of 
this  place.  I  have  taken  and  forwarded  it,  thinking  it  may  be  serviceable  to  you  in  the  investigation  of 
the  Foxardo  affair,  as  it  shows  the  character  of  the  people  of  that  vicinity.  Since  you  were  here,  they 
have  robbed  and  captured  several  small  vessels  belonging  to  this  place,  and  fitted  out  one  or  two  of  them 
as  pirates.  Having  obtained  this  intelligence,  I  procured  two  small  sloops,  such  as  are  used  in  this  trade, 
manned  them,  with  the  intention  to  examine  all  the  small  harbors  of  Crab  Island,  and  the  coast  of  Porto 
Rico,  where  the  Grampus  could  not  enter;  and,  as  a  decoy,  my  plan  succeeded,  and  in  Boca  del  Inferno 
Lieut.  Pendergrast  was  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  one  of  them,  who  gave  chase  to  him.  On  coming 
near,  however,  he  became  suspicious,  and  tacked.  IMr.  Pendergrast  then  fired  on  him,  which  he  immedi- 
ately returned,  and  kept  up  the  action  for  forty-five  minutes,  when  he  ran  on  shore,  and  they  all  jumped 
overboard,  and  swam  to  shore.  They  were  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded;  ten  of  those  who  escaped  were 
taken  by  the  soldiers,  five  or  six  of  whom  are  wounded — amongst  them  the  famous  piratical  chief,  Cofre- 
cine,  who  has  long  been  the  terror  of  the  coast.  The  sloop  I  have  taken  is  the  new  sloop  belonging  to 
the  man  that  pilotccl  us  to  Foxardo,  and  was  on  the  stocks  when  we  were  there.  He  had  just  got  her 
ready  for  sea,  ami  hail  t:ik';u  her  a  few  miles  from  that  place  to  take  in  a  cargo,  when  she  was  taken  from 
him.     By  the  next  cippmtunity  I  will  send  you  his  deposition. 

With  respects  to  Mrs.  Porter,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  Commodorge  David  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,   Wa!>hi»gton. 

P-  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  met  with  Captain  Low,  and  have  taken  his  declaration,  which 
IS  enclosed. 
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Salvador  Pastorise,  of  St.  Thomas,  being  duly  sworn  according-  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  that  on  or 
about  the  thirty-first  day  of  January  last,  he  sailed  from  St.  Thomas  in  command  of  the  sloop  Neptuue,  of 
which  he  was  owner,  with  a  large  cargo  of  provisions  and  dry  goods,  bound  to  Las  Flatillas,  in  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  where  he  arrived  in  safety,  and  obtained  a  permit  to  dischage  the  cargo  at  Hobos, 
a  small  port  within  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  of  Foxardo.  That  going  into  Hobos,  he  was  boarded  inside 
of  the  harbor  by  a  small  piratical  boat,  containing  eight  or  ten  men,  who  continued  firing  into  him  from 
the  time  they  were  in  musket  shot  until  he  was  out  of  their  reach  with  his  small  boat,  which  he  got  out 
and  escaped  in  with  his  people,  not,  however,  until  he  received  a  shot  in  the  back  of  his  head.  Tliat 
these  pirates  were  not  content  with  the  capture  of  his  sloop,  but  after  putting  four  men  on  board  of  her, 
the  rest  of  them  pursued  him  and  his  people  in  their  boat,  with  the  intention,  as  this  deponent  believes, 
of  putting  them  to  death  if  they  were  overtaken.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  he  knows  the 
persons  of  four,  and  the  names  of  two  of  those  pirates,  which  are  Rovelto  Cofusci,  a  Creole  of  Porto  Rico, 
and  Pedro  Salovi,  an  Italian,  but  married  and  settled  in  Porto  Rico,  about  ten  miles  from  Foxardo,  and 
that  the  other  two  are  Creoles  of  Porto  Rico.  That  he  has  not  since  seen  his  sloop,  which  he  is  informed 
and  believes  to  be  fitted  out  as  a  pirate,  and  cruising  as  such  about  coasts  of  Porto  Rico,  &c. 

(Signed)  S.  PASTORISE. 

I,   John  D.   Sloat,  commander  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
deposition  was  this  day  duly  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Thomas,  the  s  xth  day  of  March,  1825. 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 


John  Low,  of  St.  Thomas,  being  duly  swoi-n  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  that  on  or  about 
the  eighteenth  day  of  February  last  he  sailed  from  Foxardo,  in  Porto  Rico,  in  the  sloop  Anne,  of  St. 
Thomas,  of  which  he  was  master  and  owner,  for  Cape  Rapalma,  a  small  port  within  an  hour's  sail  of  Fox- 
ardo, for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  cargo,  at  which  place  he  came  to  anchor,  and  at  midnight  of  the  twen- 
tieth, was  there  boarded  and  captured  by  a  small  piratical  row-boat  with  eight  men,  the  leader  of  whom 
robbed  him  of  about  twenty  dollars  from  his  pockets,  and  then  obliged  him  and  his  people  to  jump  over- 
board; they  all  fortunately  reached  the  shore,  where  they  remained  until  an  opportunity  oflFered  for  St. 
Thomas.  On  this  deponent's  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  he  reported  the  affair  to  the  government,  and  on  the  first 
of  this  month  sailed  in  this  schooner  in  pursuit  of  his  vessel,  which  had  been  fitted  out  and  was  cruising 
as  a  pirate,  and  was  on  board  the  sloop  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pendegrast  of  this  vessel,  when 
his  sloop  was  identified  by  him  and  recaptured  from  the  pirates  by  that  officer  and  his  command,  and  on 
her  arrival  at  this  place  delivered  to  him  as  the  rightful  owner. 

(Signed)  JOHN  LOW. 

On  hoard  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Tliomas,  March  13,  1825. 

I,  John  D.  Sloat,  commander  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  deposition 
was  this  day  duly  sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  at  St.  Thomas,  this  thirteenth  day  of 
March,  1825. 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 


St.  Thomas,  March  6. 

Dear  Sir:  Without  doubt  ere  this  you  have  my  respects  per  Beagle,  containing  an  account  of  the 
fire  which  took  place  on  the  12th  ult.  We  then  supposed  it  was  occasioned  by  accident;  since  which 
the  frequent  attempts  to  fire  the  remaining  half  has  led  a  large  part  of  the  community  to  suppose  that  it 
was  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  fact  is,  that  this  place  and  the  neighborhood  has,  for  a  length  of 
time,  been  frequented  by  pirates;  and  there  exists,  no  doubt,  but  the  frequent  attempts  (seven  in  number 
since  the  12th),  which  have  lately  been  made,  have  originated  with  the  gang,  part  of  which  are  lodged 
in  the  fort  of  this  place. 

On  the  12th  ult.,  during  the  fire,  and  when  it  was  supposed  it  was  gaining  on  the  upper  town,  the 
pirates  in  the  fort  cheered,  and  appeared  to  be  pleased  that  the  success  had  been  so  great  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  views. 

Business  is  completely  at  a  stand,  and  will,  I  fear,  continue  so,  till  a  more  efficient  force  is  sent  on 
this  station.  The  government  of  this  island  is  without  force.  The  prisoners  now  in  the  fort  arc  nearly 
eijual  to  the  garrison;  and  although  the  governor  is  using  every  exertion  for  the  preservation  of  the 
remains  of  the  town,  and  is  inclined  to  execute  the  pirates  now  in  confinement,  still  the  laws  are  not 
sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  him  in  so  doing. 

The  gang  on  the  coast  of  Porto  Rico  must  now  exceed  eighty,  and  they  have  several  small  vessels 
in  which  they  cruise. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  does  all  in  his  power,  but  the  force  is  not  sufficient;  and  if  our 
government  does  not  send  out  a  larger  force  on  this  station,  I  fear  that  the  flourishing  trade  from  our 
country  to  this  will  be  done  up. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  island  are  in  a  state  of  continual  alarm.  We  are  not  only  on  the  alert 
against  fire,  but  fear  that  these  desperadoes  will  attempt,  during  the  flames,  to  assassinate  the  inhabi- 
tants. If  you  can  influence  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  send  us  a  further  force  on  this  station,  you 
will  confer  a  great  favor  on  all  the  resident  Americans. 

In  niaking  known  this  communication,  have  the  goodness  to  keep  the  name  of  the  writer  a  secret, 
as  the  government  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  keep  the  true  state  of  things  from  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  public,  supposing  it  will  be  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  the  place. 
With  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant. 

To  Commodore  David  Porteb,  Washington. 
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U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Thomas,  December  12,  1824. 
Sir:  111  pufsuancG  of  your  orders  of  the  the  15th  November,  1824,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that 
I  visited  Antigua  and  St.  Christophers.  I  delivered  your  message  to  Governor  Maxwell,  who  appeared 
to  be  very  much  gratified  to  hear  from  you.  With  regard  to  the  prisoners  there,  I  found,  on  inquiry,  that 
in  a  fracas,  two  sailors  on  board  an  American  brig,  had  beaten  and  wounded,  with  a  knife,  the  cook,  so 
that  he  died  in  about  thirt3'-six  hours  after.  An  inquest  was  held,  and,  from  the  declaration  of  the  dying 
man,  and  the  testimony  of  another  black  man,  gave  a  verdict  of  willful  murder;  since  which  time,  (about 
seven  months)  these  men  have  been  confined.  Finding  the  crime  to  have  been  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  English  government,  I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  cognizable  in  our  courts;  and,  as 
there  could  not  be  obtained  any  other  testimony  than  that  given  before  the  inquest,  which  I  did  not 
believe  would  be  received  in  our  courts,  even  if  the  men  could  be  tried,  and  as  also  it  would  subject  the 
United  States  to  a  heav3'  expense  for  their  maiiitenance,  &c.,  ever  since  their  confinement,  I  did  not 
think  proper  to  take  them.  They  will  now  shortly  be  tried.  Governor  Maxwell  was  willing  to  give 
them  up,  but  the  chief  justice  th(jught  they  could  not  properly  do  so,  and  if  they  did,  that  the  culprits 
would  escape  from  our  courts,  for  want  of  jurisdiction  and  testimony. 

I  enclose  you  the  official  account  from  Porto  Rico  of  our  expedition  to  that  island.  Several  gentle- 
men I  have  seen  from  there  informed  me  that  it  created  a  groat  sensation,  and  that  Lc  Torres  threatens 
to  retaliate  on  the  first  American  officer  he  can  catch,  by  making  him  walk  barefooted  to  Fajardo.  The 
captain  of  the  port  and  the  military  commandant  have  been  broke  and  confined.  The  alcalde  made  his 
escape,  and  is  now  in  this  place.  As  I  have  no  inclination  to  march  barefooted  to  Fajardo,  I  cannot  go 
to  Porto  Rico  for  water.  I  shall  therefore  be  obliged  to  purchase  it  at  this  place,  or  go  down  to  St. 
Domingo,  which  I  think  I  shall  do  before  long,  as  I  intend  to  visit  the  Mona  passage  in  a  few  days.  Wo 
have  nothing  new  on  this  station  worthy  of  communication.  Since  you  left,  we  have  had  so  much  blow- 
ing and  rainy  weather  that  I  find  my  old  suit  of  sails  going  so  fast,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  make  them  hold  out  more  than  two  or  three  months,  at  farthest,  when,  if  I  am 
not  relieved,  or  receive  orders  to  return  home,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  incur  a  very  heavy  expense  to  get  a 
new  suit  of  sails  at  this  place,  to  keep  my  vessel  in  a  proper  state  of  safety  and  efficiency.  I  beg, 
therefore,  I  may  receive  your  instructions  before  that  time,  how  to  act.  It  is  very  easy  to  get  orders  to 
me  by  way  of  New  York,  by  enclosing  them  under  cover  to  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  St.  Thomas,  and  send 
them  to  J.  Balestier  &  Co.,  No.  81  Pine  street,  New  York.  They  will  be  sure  to  come  by  the  first  vessel. 
As  the  two  houses  are  connected  in  business,  he  knows  of  every  opportunity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullj',  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

Naval  Forces  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  ilexico. 


Washington,  May  6,  1825. 
*Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  number  of  original  letters   and  depositions  respecting 
transactions  at  Foxardo,  and  the  piratical  character  of  the  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.   PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


I  shall  now  give  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Captain  General  of  Porto  Rico,  written,  as  will  be  per- 
ceived by  the  date,  on  my  first  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  and  before  the  death  of  Lieut.  Cocke,  apprising 
him  of  the  object  of  my  visit,  and  calling  on  him  for  co-operation.  I  shall  then  give  a  correct  copy  of 
my  letter  to  the  governor  of  Foxardo,  and  a  translation  from  the  Gaceta  del  Gobierno  de  Puerto  Rico, 
which  bears  evidence  of  being  the  production,  and  published  by  the  authority  of  the  captain  general  of 
that  island. 

After  a  perusal  of  the  documents  accompanying  this  defence,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  iniqui- 
tous conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  Porto  Rico;  after  the  neglect  of  the  captain  general  to  furnish  that 
aid  and  assistance  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  afforded;  after  a  know- 
ledge of  the  object  that  took  Lieut.  Piatt  to  Foxardo,  and  the  only  object  that  took  me  there,  and  after 
redress,  and  the  only  redress  obtainable,  had  been  obtained,  who  will  dai-e  to  say  that  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  safe  in  any  part  of  the  Island  of  Puerto  Rico,  while  it  remains  under 
the  government  of  a  man  so  distinguished  for  his  hostility  to  our  country,  and  for  his  mischievous 
character,  as  Don  Miguel  de  Torres,  the  undoubted  author  of  the  inflammatory  production  above  men- 
tioned? The  Island  of  Porto  Rico  can  be  considered  -in  no  other  light  than  as  an  island  of  pirates,  of 
which  he  is  their  chief;  and  every  nation  who  regards  her  own  interests  and  the  safety  of  her  citizens, 
should  unite  in  putting  them  down  by  blockade,  reprisal,  or,  if  necessary,  by  conquest. 

If  Don  Miguel  de  Torres  was  of  a  virtuous  and  pacific  disposition  he  would  have  taken  the  only 
proper  means  of  obtaining  redress,  either  through  his  own  government  or  by  a  direct  appeal  to  arms; 
but  as  he  has  thought  proper  to  give  way  to  his  wild  and  uncontrollable  feelings,  and  thereby  exciting 
the  malignant  and  mischievous  propensities  of  those  under  his  orders,  placing,  by  his  publications,  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Porto  Rico  at  hazard,  he  has  lost  sight  of  what 
was  due  to  his  own  government,  to  humanity,  to  his  character  of  a  respectable  chief,  and  forfeited  his 
claim  on  this  country  for  reparation,  if  any  was  due. 

'  The  above  letter  accompanied  the  documcnta  rejected  by  the  court. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  March  4,  1823. 
To  his  excellency,  the  Governor  of  Porto  Bico. 

Your  Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  my  government, 
I  have  taken  command  of  all  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  these  seas,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  against  all  unlawful  interruptions;  to  guard  the  rights,  both  of  property  and 
person,  of  our  citizens,  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary,  and  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the 
slave  trade. 

As  great  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  interruption  and  injury  to  our  commerce  by  privateers 
fitted  out  from  Spanish  ports,  I  must  beg  your  excellency  to  furnish  me  a  descriptive  list  of  vessels 
legally  commissioned  to  cruise  from  Porto  Rico,  with  a  set  of  the  blank  forms  of  their  papers,  that  I  may 
..know  how  and  when  to  respect  them,  if  I  should  meet  with  any  of  them. 

I  must  also  beg  your  excellency  to  inform  me  how  far  they  have  been  instructed  to  interrupt  our 
trade  with  Mexico  and  the  Colombian  republic,  and  whatever  instructions  or  authorities  they  may  have 
aflecting  our  commerce  generally. 

As  the  suppression  of  piracy,  the  principal  motive  for  my  visit  to  these  seas,  is  an  object  that  con- 
cerns all  nations,  (all  being  parties  against  them,  and  may  be  considered  allies,)  I  confidently  look  to  all 
for  co-operation  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  or  at  least  their  favorable  and  friendly  support,  and  to 
none  more  than  those  most  exposed  to  their  depredations.  I,  therefore,  look  with  confidence  to  your 
excellency  for  the  aid  of  such  means  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  their  suppression;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  means,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  whatever  course  may  be  pursued  by  me  to  destroy  these 
enemies  of  the  human  race,  it  will  have  no  other  aim;  and  I  shall  observe  the  utmost  caution  not  to 
encroach  on  the  rights,  or  willingly  ofi'end  the  feelings  of  others,  either  in  substance  or  in  form,  in  all  the 
measures  which  may  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 

It  will  alford  me  sincere  pleasure,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  my  govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  preserve  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  with  those  with  whom  I  may  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  come  in  collision  or  discussion  in  relation  thereto.  Indeed,  it  will  add  much  to  my 
happiness  if  it  can  be  avoided  altogether. 

That  such  is  my  sincere  wish,  and  that  the  objects  set  forth  by  me  are  the  only  ones  which  brought 
me  to  these  seas,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  in  the  most  positive  and  unequivocal  terms. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  I).  PORTER. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  It  has  been  oflScially  reported  to  me  that  an  ofiicer  under  my  command,  who  visited  the  town  of 
Foxardo,  of  which  you  are  the  chief,  in  search  of  robbers  and  freebooters,  who,  with  a  large  amount  of 
American  pi-operty,  were  supposed  to  have  taken  shelter  there,  and  bringing  with  him  sufficient  testimo- 
nials as  to  his  object  and  character,  was,  after  they  were  all  made  known  to  you,  arrested  by  your  order 
by  armed  men,  and  shamefully  insulted  and  abused  in  your  presence  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  after 
which  he  was  sent,  by  your  orders,  to  prison,  and  when  released  therefrom  was  further  insulted  and 
abused  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  His  object  in  visiting  Foxardo  has  by  these  means  been  defeated, 
and  for  these  offences  no  atonement  or  explanation  has  yet  been  made. 

The  object  of  my  visit  is  to  obtain  both,  and  I  leave  it  entirely  to  your  choice,  whether  to  come  with 
the  captain  of  the  port  and  the  other  offenders  to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  me  as  to  the  part  you 
have  all  had  in  this  shameful  transaction,  or  to  await  my  visit  at  your  town.  Should  you  decline  coming 
to  me,  I  shall  take  with  me  an  armed  force  competent  to  punish  the  aggressors,  and  if  any  resistance  is 
made,  the  total  destruction  of  Foxardo  will  be  the  certain  and  immediate  consequence. 

If  atonement  for  the  injury  is  promptly  made,  the  innocent  of  the  offences  will  escape  all  punishment; 
but  atonement  must  and  will  be  had,  and,  if  it  is  withheld  from  me,  they  will  be  involved  in  the  general 
chastisement. 

I  shall  hold  the  town  and  vessels  in  the  harbor  answerable  for  any  detention  or  ill  treatment  of  the 
ofiicers  who  bear  this  letter. 

I  allow  you  one  hour  to  decide  on  the  course  you  will  pursue,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  if  you 
do  not  present  yourself  to  me,  I  shall  march  to  Foxardo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Alcalde  of  Foxardo. 


Shameful  aggression  by  Captain  Porter,  of  the  United  States  frigate  John  Adavm,  in  violation  of  the  rights 

of  nations. 

Porto  Rico,  November  23,  1824. 
On  the  14th  of  the  present  month,  the  commander  of  the  United  States  frigate  John  Adams,  display- 
ing the  flag  of  a  nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  and  with  which  there  was  no  appearance  of  our 
having  declared  war,  anchored  in  the  port  of  Fajardo  with  two  schooners,  landed  a  number  of  armed 
troops,  and  placing  himself  at  their  head,  under  specious  pretexts,  threatened  destruction  to  the  town, 
and  to  the  lives  of  its  inhabitants,  who  had  no  other  bulwark  iDut  their  own  courage,  and  no  other 
authority  in  their  front  but  that  of  an  alcalde  and  of  a  militia  officer  of  the  district.  He  carried  his  incon- 
siderate enterprise  so  far,  (taking  advantage  of  the  surprise  of  the  moment  and  of  the  state  of  peace  in 
which  we  are  with  the  nation  whose  flag  waved  over  him,)  as  to  spike  the  artillery,  re-embarking  when 
the  people  began  to  collect,  by  which  he  avoided  the  punishment  which  was  his  due.  If  his  precipitate 
embarkation,  and  the  weakness  of  the  alcalde,  (whom  we  cannot  positively  pronounce  culpable,  on  account 
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of  our  not  being-  yet  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances,)  saved  Captain  Porter  from  the  indignation 
of  a  people  most  atrociously  insulted,  and,  for  the  present,  from  the  punishment  which  the  laws  of  society 
impose.  The  thinking-  world  will  judge  of  the  criminality  in  both  cases  of  the  aforesaid  Porter,  as  a 
public  man,  commanding  the  naval  forces  of  a  civilized  nation,  and  as  a  private  individual,  according  to 
the  result  of  the  facts  we  are  about  to  relate. 

Under  date  of  the  30th  of  October,  the  alcalde  of  the  aforementioned  town  of  Fajardo,  gave  notice 
that  at  8  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  American  war  schooner  Beagle,  Captain  J.  Piatt,  had 
arrived  at  that  port,  having  on  board  Mr.  George  Beafon,  clerk  in  the  house  of  Cabot  and  Bailey,  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Thomas,  with  orders  and  recommendations  from  Mr.  John  Campus,  of  that  place,  in  search 
of  some  goods  said  to  have  been  stolen  from  the  said  house,  on  the  night  of  the  24th-25th  of  March.    ■ 

The  captain  of  the  port,  (to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the  other  military  authorities,  vigilance  was  recom- 
mended on  account  of  the  number  of  vessels  which,  according  to  advices  received,  had  been  fitted  out  in. 
the  United  States,  under  the  flags  of  what  are  called  the  insurgent  States,)  had  his  suspicions  of  the  brig,  ■; 
and  requested  the  assistance  of  the  alcalde  to  examine  her  papers;  when  finding  them  regular,  he  gave 
the  schooner  liberty  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  the  same  day. 

Under  the  date  of  the  14th,  he  says,  that  at  seven  o'clock  of  that  day,  information  was  received  of 
two  American  schooners  with  launches  in  tow,  having  passed  the  Isle  of  Palominos,  which  is  in  front  of 
the  port;  that  from  these  launches,  bearing  the  American  flag,  one  hundred  and  fifty  armed  men  landed, 
and  with  a  drum  beating,  marched  to  the  town,  where  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  had  already  begun 
to  assemble,  armed  with  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  and  resolved,  as  good  Spaniards,  to  sell 
dear  the  ground  they  occupied,  when  they  observed  a  white  flag  borne  in  front,  and  having  been  commanded 
to  halt,  he  went  out  and  met  an  ofiicer,  who  brought  the  alcalde  a  letter  in  English,  a  literal  translation 
of  which  follows: 

U.  S.  Frigate  John  Adams,  November  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  been  officially  informed,  that  an  officer  under  my  orders  who  visited  the  town  of  Fajardo, 
of  which  you  are  chief,  in  search  of,  which  with  a  great  quantity  of  American  property  were  supposed 
to  be  secreted  there,  and  carrying  with  him  sufficient  testimonials  of  his  object  and  character,  was,  after 
he  had  made  all  known  to  you,  sir,  arrested  through  your  orders,  by  armed  men,  and  shamefully  insulted 
and  abused  in  your  presence,  by  the  captain  of  the  port;  and  that,  after  he  was  sent  away  by  your  orders, 
and  set  at  liberty,  he  was  insulted  and  abused  afresh,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

His  object  in  visiting  Fajardo  has  been  frustrated  through  these  means,  and  for  these  offences  has 
been  made  neither  expiation  or  explanation. 

The  object  of  my  visit  is  to  obtain  both,  and  I  leave  it  entirely  to  your  choice,  either  to  come  with 
the  captain  of  the  port  and  the  other  offenders  where  I  am,  to  give  me  satisfaction  for  the  part  which  you 
have  all  had  in  this  shameful  affair,  or  to  expect  my  visit  in  your  town.  If  you,  sir,  decline  to  come  to 
me,  I  shall  take  with  me  an  armed  force  competent  to  chastise  the  transgressors;  and  if  any  resistance 
be  made,  the  total  destruction  of  Fajardo  shall  be  the  certain  and  immediate  consequence. 

If  atonement  for  the  injui-y  is  promptly  made,  those  innocent  of  the  offence  shall  escape  all  punish- 
ment; but  there  must  and  shall  be  an  atonement,  and  if  I  am  impeded,  they  shall  be  involved  in  the 
general  punishment. 

I  shall  hold  the  town  and  the  vessels  in  port,  if  the  officers  who  is  sent  with  this  letter  be  detained 
or  ill  treated. 

I  grant  you,  sir,  an  hour  to  decide  on  the  subject,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period,  if  you  do  not 
present  yourself  in  person  before  me,  I  shall  march  to  Fajardo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  N.  PORTER, 

Commander  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the   United  States  on  the 

Coast  of  Africa  and  Florida,  in  the  Antilles  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

To  the  Alcalde  of  Fajardo. 

The  alcalde  says  that,  to  avoid  the  consequences  with  which  he  saw  the  town  was  threatened,  he 
'  to  go  and  speak  to  Commodore  Porter,  with  whom  he  held  a  conference  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  and,  after  having  removed  all  difficulties,  i-etired.  After  this  he  supposes  they  spiked  the  four 
pieces  of  artillery  at  the  port. 

_  Various  persons  who  were  present  say,  that  Commodore  Porter  and  the  alcalde  having  interchanged 
invitations  to  partake  of  refreshments,  the  former  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  latter,  passing  to  the 
town:  but  that  when  he  arrived  where  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  were  collected,  who  had  a  cannon 
ready  with  a  lighted  match,  and  when  he  saw  their  boldness  and  resolution,  he  excused  himself  under 
various  pretences  and  retired  immediately. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  contents  of  Commodore  Porter's  letter,  that  he  made  his  threat  with  the 
intention  of  taking  command  of  the  town,  before  disembarking;  but  he  must  now  know  the  people  of 
Porto  Rico  well  enough  to  be  convinced  that  even  the  small  time  he  allowed  them,  might  have  cost  him 
dear,  and  that  only  by  abusing  good  faith  and  confidence  in  the  friendly  relations  of  the  flag  he  bore, 
could  he  have  succeeded  in  entering  upon  the  territory  without  paying  for  it  with  the  life  of  as  many  as 
were  bold  enough  to  make  the  attempt,  and  so  was  he  in  person  at  the  head  of  his  troops  till  they  were 
commanded  to  halt  at  the  entrance  of  the  town. 

The  arrogant  tone  of  Captain  Porter,  in  his  threat  to  the  miserable  alcalde  of  a  defenceless  town  of 
a  friendly  nation,  demanding  satisfaction  for  an  offence  which  is  denied  to  have  been  committed,  and 
satisfaction  for  which,  even  if  certain,  should  have  been  exacted  only  from  the  sovereign,  with  arms  in 
hand,  is  sufficient  proof  that  his  conduct  has  been  a  crime  against  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  honor. 

If  Captain  Porter  has  acted  as  an  officer  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  not  only  has  he  offended 
the  Spanish  nation,  by  violating  its  territory  and  committing  hostilities  and  outrages,  when  it  was  repos- 
ing in  the  confidence  that  he  brought  peace  with  him,  but  he  has  committed  an  offence  against  all  the 
recognized  nations  of  the  civilized  world,  and  even  against  his  own,  by  usurping  sovereignty  to  which  it 
only  appertains,  to  change  a  state  of  peace  to  one  of  war. 

It  will  be  enough  to  tell  Commodore  Porter  the  laws  which  ought  to  be  observed  in  respect  to  the 
rights  of  nations.  "  If  a  private  person,"  says  Vattel,  "wishes  to  prosecute  his  rights  in  opposition  to 
the  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  he  can  apply  to  the  sovereign  of  his  adversary,  or  to  the  magistrate  who 
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exercises  the  public  authority,  and  if  he  does  not  obtain  justice  he  ought  to  apply  to  his  own  sovereign, 
who  is  bound  to  protect  him." 

"To  take  up  arms,"  says  the  same  author,  "it  is  necessary,  firiSt,  that  we  have  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint; secondly,  that  we  have  been  denied  reasonable  satisfaction."  And,  in  another  place,  he  says, 
"To  enter,  with  an  army,  into  a  neighboring  country,  which  we  have  not  tlireatened,  and  without  havin"' 
tried  to  obtain  an  equitable  reparation  for  the  wrongs  we  think  we  have  received,  will  be  to  introduce  a 
method  fatal  to  humanity,  and  to  destroy  the  foundation  of  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  nations.  If 
public  indignation,  and  the  agreement  of  civilized  people,  had  not  prescribed  this  mode  of  procedure,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  remain  always  armed,  and  to  be  in  the  same  state  of  preparation  in  full  peace  as 
in  open  war."  Compare,  for  a  moment,  this  doctrine  with  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  the  American 
captain,  and  with  his  conduct,  and  you  will  see  immediately  the  criminality  which  his  proceedings  involve. 

Among  the  causes  which  the  author  from  whom  we  have  taken  these  doctrines,  gives,  as  those 
which  will  justify  a  nation  in  having  recourse  to  arms,  is  a  just  motive  of  complaint,  of  which  reasonable 
satisfaction  has  been  refused. 

Independent  of  the  want  of  authority  in  Captain  Porter  to  make  use  of  arms  given  him  for  other 
purposes,  the  cause  of  complaint  rests  in  an  injury  which  supposes  to  have  been  done  to  an  officer  under 
his  command.  According  to  another  author,  an  injury  to  a  person  can  be  done  in  three  ways,  "either  by 
denying  him  that  which  is  his  due;  by  depriving  him  of  that  which  he  lawfully  holds;  or  by  doing  him  an 
evil  wliich  there  is  no  right  to  do  unto  him." 

None  of  these  three  circumstances  is  observed  in  the  case  which  Commodore  Porter  brings  forward — 
aijd  all  three  concur  in  his  perfidious  aggression.  When  the  captain  of  the  port  of  Fajardo  wished  to 
assure  himself  of  the  lawfulness  of  the  proceedings  of  the  schooner  Beagle  he  used  a  very  legal  right, 
and  to  the  exercise  of  which  occasion  was  given  by  the  nature  of  the  vessel,  by  the  character  of  the 
crews  with  which  the  enem3''s  vessels  are  manned,  and  by  the  advices,  mentioned  above,  which  had  been 
received.  But,  applying  this  to  Commodore  Porter,  we  find  him  deny  tlie  governor  of  the  island  the  indis- 
putable right  he  has  to  administer  justice;  we  find  him  usurp  the  exercise  of  this  authority  in  a  case  of 
private  property,  depriving  the  people  of  the  tranquillity  they  enjoyed,  and  his  Majesty  of  the  use  of  his 
arms,  and  committing  hostilities  without  any  authority. 

To  threaten  the  whole  population  of  a  little  town  with  destruction  if  "it  did  not  give  him  a  satisfaction 
which  he  has  not  obtained,  and  could  not  have  obtained  in  the  manner  he  solicited,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  conduct  of  the  alcalde  of  Fajardo,  is  to  gainsay  the  opinion  we  had  formed  of  Captain  Porter, 
who  we  supposed  to  possess  those  noble,  humane,  and  generous  sentiments  which  are  proper  to  a  gentle- 
man. But  to  abuse  the  good  faith  of  the  treaties  under  which  we  live,  to  employ  force  against  weakness, 
and  then  to  retire  without  accomplishing  his  object,  and  without  fulfilling  his  duties  as  a  commander, 
when  he  saw  a  force  was  collected  to  oppose  him,  is  to  act  directly  contrary  to  those  sentiments. 

If  he  believed  that  satisfaction  was  due  to  the.  officer  under  his  orders,  it  was  not  to  be  obtained  but 
through  the  competent  authority,  that  is  the  captain  general  of  the  island,  and  not  the  alcalde  of  a  town, 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  charges  him  with  being  the  aggressor.  Whatever  has  been  done  or  said  by 
the  alcalde  will  be  considered  as  the  personal  proceedings  of  a  weak  man  overpowered  by  force,  and  can 
in  no  way  be  any  satisfaction  to  Captain  Porter  or  his  aggrieved  officer.  If  they  desire  a  satisfaction 
purely  personal,  as  officers  of  honor,  they  ought  to  know  that  there  are  other  ways  of  obtaining  it.  We 
will  not  be  those  who  shall  decide  as  to  the  true  qualities  of  the  conduct  observed  by  Commodore  Porter. 
We  leave  it  to  the  whole  world  to  compare  it  with  what  is  painted  by  one  of  the  authors  of  which  we 
have  already  spoken. 

"Those  who  have  recourse  to  arms  without  necessity,  are  the  plagues  of  the  human  family — they 
are  the  barbarous  enemies  of  society,  and  rebels  against  the  laws  of  nature,  or  rather  against  the  com- 
mon Father  of  men." 

They  are  obnoxious  to  the  penalties  and  the  treatment  the  Genevans  imposed  on  the  Savoyards, 
when  they  assailed  them  in  1602;  "  because  a  nation  attacked  after  this  manner  (in  an  informal  and 
unlawful  war, )  by  enemies,  is  not  obliged  to  observe  towards  them  those  laws  which  are  prescribed  in 
laws  declared  in  ibrm,  and  can  treat  them  as  banditti." 

If  the  alcalde  had  only  known  his  duty,  or  been  desirous  of  fulfilling  it,  although  he  could  not  prevent 
the  landing  of  Captain  Porter  with  an  armed  force,  if  he  had  delayed  to  reply  to  the  letter,  and  done 
nothing  else,  this  gentleman  would  have  received  a  suitable  answer  in  a  few  hours.  The  alcalde  of 
Naguabo,  who  saw  the  two  schooners  anchor  at  Fajardo,  and  the  brig  at  the  cape,  had  alreadj'  collected 
his  people,  and  given  the  necessary  information  to  the  commandant  of  the  department,  who  immediately 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  point  which  was  threatened.  The  neighboring  inhabitants  with  the 
commandant,  would,  we  feel  confident,  have  renewed  the  scene  of  January  23d,  1817,  when,  having  at 
their  head,  the  captain  of  grenadiers,  Don  Antonio  Planells  y  Bardaxi,  they  x-esisted  two  insurgent  corsairs, 
which  after  having  tried  in  vain  to  capture  an  English  schooner,  that  had  taken  refuge  in  the  port,  made 
a  landing  which  cost  them  the  loss  of  thirty  men,  and  of  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
forced  them  to  give  up  a  practice  which  they  had  taken  up  under  the  American  flag,  and  a  boat  and  three 
men  which  they  had  captured. 

If  the  loyal  and  valiant  inhabitants  of  Fajardo,  have  lost  a  second  occasion  of  covering  theraselvea 
with  glory,  as  worthy  Porto  Picons,  as  in  the  affair  which  we  have  just  related,  and  which  may  be  seen 
in  the  Gazette  of  February  1,  1817,  let  them  console  themselves.  The  governor  will  take  care  to  put  at 
their  head  an  officer  who  will  discharge  his  duty,  if  occasion  should  occur,  as  did  Planells,  to  avoid 
another  surprise,  and  that  the  aggressors,  (who  have  been  witnesses  of  the  valor  and  decision  with  which 
the  word  of  attack  is  expected, )  notwithstanding  that,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  but  few  of  the 
people  can  collect  together,  may  not  return  to  repeat  with  impunity  such  scandalous  attempts,  which  will 
be  repelled  with  the  boldness,  the  valor,  and  the  fidelity  which  characterize  that  honorable  neighborhood. 

It  will  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  reader,  that  my  visit  to  Foxardo,  not  only  had  the  effect  which  I 
anticipated — that  of  securing  better  treatment  from  the  authorities  of  Porto  Eico  to  the  officers  engaged 
in  the  suppression  of  piracy;  but,  from  accounts  recently  received  from  the  officer  I  left  to  perform  this 
duty,  it  appears  an  earnest  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  island  has  also  been  pro- 
duced by  it:  I  allude  to  the  communications  of  Lieutenant  Sloat,  which  have  lately  been  received  at  the 
Navy  Departmnnt,  accompanied  by  a  circular  from  the  captain  general  of  the  island,  calling  on  the 
subordinate  authorities  to  render  every  assistance  in  their  power.  This  conduct,  contrasted  with  their 
former  treatment  of  us,  proves  the  effect  of  my  visit  to  have  been  most  salutary. 
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Official. 

United  States  Schooner  Grampus,  Si.  Thomas,  March  12,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  that  having  learned  that 
several  vessels  had  been  robbed  by  pirates  near  Foxardo,  and  that  two  sloops  of  this  place,  and  one  of 
Santa  Cruz,  had  been  taken  by  them,  and  two  of  them  were  equipped  and  cruising  as  pirates,  I  obtained 
two  small  sloops  at  tliis  place,  free  of  expense,  by  the  very  cordial  co-operation  of  his  excellency.  Governor 
Von  Scholten,  of  St.  Thomas,  who  promptly  ordered  the  necessary  documents  to  be  issued,  and  imposed 
a  temporary  embargo,  to  prevent  the  transmission  of  intelligence  to  the  pirates,  which  sloops  I  manned 
and  armed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  Pendergrast  and  Wilson,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  all 
the  small  harbors  of  Crab  Island,  and  the  south  coast  of  Porto  Rico.  We  sailed  on  the  first  of  March, 
and  examined  every  place  as  far  to  the  westward  as  Ponce,  without  success,  although  we  got  frequent 
information  of  them;  we  anchored  at  Ponce  on  the  evening  of  the  third,  and  took  our  men  and  ofScors  on 
board;  the  next  morning  at  10  o'clock,  a  sloop  was  seen  off  the  harbor,  beating  to  the  eastward,  which 
was  very  confidently  supposed  to  be  one  of  those  fitted  out  by  the  pirates.  I  again  got  one  of  the  sloops, 
and  manned  her  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pendergriist,  accompanied  by  Acting  Lieutenant 
Magruder,  Doctor  Biddle,  and  Midshipman  Stone,  with  twenty-three  men,  who  sailed  in  pursuit  the  next 
day  at  3  o'clock.  They  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  her  in  the  harbor  of  "Boca  del  Inferno," 
which  is  very  large,  and  has  many  hiding  places,  where  an  action  commenced,  which  lasted  forty-five 
minutes,  when  the  pirates  ran  their  sloop  on  shore,  and  jumped  overboard:  two  of  them  were  found  killed, 
and  ten  of  those  which  escaped  to  the  shore  were  taken  by  the  Spanish  soldiers,  five  or  six  of  whom  were 
wounded,  and  amongst  them,  the  famous  piratical  chief,  Cofrecinas,  who  has  long  been  the  terror  of  the 
coast,  and  the  rallying  point  of  the  pirates  in  this  vicinity.  As  near  as  we  can  ascertain,  he  had  fifteen 
or  sixteen  men  on  board,  and  was  armed  with  one  four-pounder,  and  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses,  and 
knives  for  his  men.  The  sloop  was  got  off,  and  arrived  safe,  with  our  tender,  at  this  place,  last  evening; 
and  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  none  of  our  people  received  any  injury,  and  all  have  returned  in  good  health 
notwithstanding  their  exposure  to  the  sun  and  rain,  for  eleven  days,  without  the  possibility  of  getting 
below.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  to  you,  that  I  received  every  assistance  from  the  authorities  of 
Ponce,  whilst  there,  and  that  they  showed  every  desire  to  promote  the  success  of  the  expedition.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  them  to  Lieutenant  Pendergrast,  thanking  him,  the 
other  officers  and  men,  for  the  service  rendered  the  country,  in  the  capture  of  the  pirate. 

The  success  of  the  enterprise,  against  skillful  and  cunning  adversaries,  is  the  best  proof  I  can  offer 
you  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  and  renders  superfluous  any  eulogium 
from  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

Hon.  Sam.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


To  Lieutenant  Pendergrast,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  Dolphin,  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 

States  of  America: 

The  alcade  of  Ponce,  Don  Jose  Torrens,  and  the  military  commandant,  Col.  Don  Thomas  Renovals, 
request  me  to  say  to  you  that,  in  the  name  of  the  governor  of  this  island,  and  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
they  present  you  their  thanks  for  the  important  service  you  have  rendered  them,  in  capturing  the  piratical 
vessel  commanded  by  the  noted  Cofrecinas. 

They  have  written  to  the  chief  authority  an  account  of  your  gallant  and  successful  expedition,  and 
hope  your  future  exertions  may  meet  with  equal  success. 

In  them  you  will  always  find  friends  and  brother  ofScers  in  an  honorable  cause,  and  all  the  assist- 
ance they  may  have  in  their  power. 

They  request  you  to  accept  the  refreshments  now  sent  off,  and  regret  that  your  short  stay  deprives 
them  of  the  pleasure  of  showing  you  more  particular  attention. 

They  are  also  happy  to  say  that  Captain  Manuel  Marcann  has  also  been  successful  in  securing  some 
of  the  pirates  who  swam  to  the  shore  after  you  captured  their  vessels. 

Wishing  you  success,  health,  &c.,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  servant. 


Ponce,  3Iarch  6,  1825. 


JAMES  J.  ATKINSON. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Thomas,  March  19,  1825. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  of  this  month,  I  had  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  a  piratical  vessel,  on  the 
south  side  of  Porto  Rico,  by  an  expedition  fitted  out  from  this  vessel,  and  her  safe  arrival  at  this  place; 
also  ray  having  given  her  over  to  the  governor  to  be  returned  to  her  former  owner,  an  inhabitant  of  St. 
Thomas.  I  subsequently  learned  that  the  pirates  who  swam  on  shore  had  been  taken  and  sent  to 
the  city  of  St.  Johns,  the  seat  of  government  of  Porto  Rico,  at  which  place  I  called  to  offer  our  testimony 
against  them.  Enclosure  No.  1,  is  my  letter  to  the  captain  general;  No.  2,  his  reply,  which  I  have 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department.  Our  testimony  was  not  required,  as  they  have  confessed 
sufficient  to  convict  them. 

The  capture  of  this  vessel,  I  find,  is  considered  of  much  more  importance,"  by  the  governments  of 
Porto  Rico,  St.  Croix,  and  St.  Thomas,  than  I  had  any  idea  of,  as  the  leader,  "Cofrecinas,"  has  for  years 
been  the  terror  of  this  vicinity;  and  his  career  has  been  marked  by  the  most  horrible  murders  and  piracies, 
and  for  some  time  a  large  reward  has  been  offered  by  the  government  of  Porto  Rico  for  his  head. 
Although  wounded  when  he  got  on  shore,  he  would  not  surrender  until  he  received  the  contents  of  a 
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blunderbuss,  which  shattered  his  left  arm,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  ground  with  the  but  of  it.  I  have 
seen  him  in  prison,  and  he  declares  that  he  has  not  robbed  any  American  vessel  for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  only,  however,  for  the  want  of  an  opportunity.  Several  persons  on  shore,  heretofore  considered 
respectable,  have  been  arrested  as  accomplices  of  this  gang.  Six  of  them  were  brought  to  St.  Johns, 
and  committed  to  prison  whilst  I  was  there.  The  captain  general  has  promised  me  that  these  desperadoes 
shall  have  summary  justice — that  he  will  not  wait  for  the  civil  court,  but  will  order  a  court-martial 
immediately  to  try  them. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  you  that  the  captain  general  appeared  to  have  every  disposition 
to  prevent  all  piracies  from  the  coast  of  Porto  Rico,  and  to  co-operate  with  me  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power;  and  for  which  purpose  he  gave  me  a  circular  letter  to  all  civil  and  military  oflScers  on  the  coast, 
requiring  them  to  give  me  every  assistance  and  information  in  their  power,  whenever  the  Grampus  or  her 
boats  may  make  their  appearance  on  the  coast,  or  in  any  of  the  harbors  of  the  island;  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed.  No.  3. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  note  from  me  to  Governor  Van  Scholten  of  St.  Thomas,  (No.  4,) 
requesting  him  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  receive  the  sloop,  and  to  have  her  restored  to  her  original 
owner,  and  his  reply.  No.  5.  Also,  a  letter  from  James  J.  Atkinson,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  alcalde  and 
military  commandant  of  Ponce,  No.  6. 

When  I  left  St.  Johns,  the  fiscal  was  taking  the  declaration  of  Cofrecinas,  and  the  captain  general 
promised  me  a  copy  of  it;  but  having  a  large  convoy  to  take  to  sea  on  Sunday,  (to-morrow,)  from  this 
place,  I  could  not  wait  for  it.     It  will  be  sent  to  me  in  a  few  days,  when  I  shall  send  it  to  you  for  the 
information  of  the  government,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  throw  much  light  on  the  subject  of  piracies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southaed,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


No.  1. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Johns,  Porto  Rico,  Narch  14,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  arrived  in  this  harbor,  with  the  United 
States  schooner  Grampus  under  my  command.  The  object  of  my  visit  at  this  time  is  to  inform  your 
excellency  that  a  small  sloop,  a  tender  to  this  vessel,  met  with  a  piratical  sloop  in  the  harbor  of  "Boca 
del  Inferno,"  under  the  command  of  the  famous  piratical  chief  Cofrecinas,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  present 
month,  and  after  a  desperate  resistance  drove  her  on  shore.  The  pirates  that  were  not  killed  jumped 
overboard  and  got  on  shore,  where  ten  of  them,  I  understand,  have  been  taken  by  the  troops  in  that 
vicinity  and  sent  to  this  place.  Should  your  excellency  consider  the  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the 
Grampus  at  all  necessary  in  bringing  those  enemies  of  mankind  to  justice,  it  will  be  cheerfully  afforded. 
The  sloop  I  took  to  St.  Thomas,  and  gave  her  to  her  former  owner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  serv't, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 
To  his  excellency  J.  D.  Miguel  De  la  Torre,  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Pico. 


[Translation.] 

Government  and  Captain  Generalship  of  the  Island  of  Fokto  Eico. 

I  have  received  the  ofiScial  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  direct  to  me,  under  date  of  14th  ult., 
informing  me  of  the  object  of  your  visit  to  this  port,  and  oifering,  if  necessary,  the  declarations  of  your 
ofBcers  and  crew,  (who  fought  with  so  much  bravery  against  the  pirates  in  the  Boca  del  Inferno,)  in  case 
they  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  conviction  of  those  criminals,  in  the  process  instituted  against 
them  by  this  captain  generalship.  I  return  you  my  most  grateful  thanks,  as  well  for  this  offer  as  for  the 
eifectual  assistance  you  have  rendered  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  these  wicked  wretches,  of  which 
good  services  I  was  already  informed  by  the  military  commandant  and  other  authorities  of  Ponce.  Be 
pleased  to  accept  the  tender  of  my  acknowledgments,  and  also  to  be  the  organ  of  communicating  them 
to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  under  your  command,  for  their  co-operation,  which  confers  so 
much  honor  on  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and,  as  regards  their  declaration,  (considering  that  the 
pirates  do  not  deny  the  principal  fact,  and  that  they  have  already  convicted  themselves,)  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  put  them  to  the  inconvenience  you  were  pleased  to  offer,  and  which  goodness  would  have 
been  accepted,  had  it  been  found  necessary.  This  captain  generalship,  in  tendering  to  you  its  acknow- 
ledgments, flatters  itself  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  continue  your  good  services  in  the  pursuit  of  this 
scourge  of  humanity,  that,  in  case  there  should  still  be  any  remaining,  they  may  be  brought  to  suffer  the 
condign  punishment  which  their  captured  comrades  will  not  fail  to  receive.  To  effect  this,  the  most 
energetic  orders  have  been  issued,  that  all  the  authorities  of  the  coasts  should  hold  themselves  unani- 
mously in  readiness  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  most  efiBcacious  manner  for  the  attainment  of  this 
result. 

Accept,  Seiior  Commandant,  the  assurance  of  my  respect,  and  of  the  consideration  with  which  I  pray 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRES. 

Puerto  Rico,  3Iarch  17,  1825. 
To  the  Commander  of  the  United  States  Schooner  Grampus,  in  the  Bay. 
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[Translation.] 

The  captain  of  the  United  States  American  schooner  Grampus,  (Lieut.  John  D.  Sloat,)  goes  in  pur- 
suit of  pirates;  for  which  purpose  he  will  visit  all  the  ports,  harbors,  roads,  and  anchorages,  which  he 
may  find  convenient.  In  consequence,  you  will  give  him  all  the  necessary  aid  and  notice  for  discovering 
them;  and  in  case  of  meeting  with  them,  the  authorities  of  the  coast,  both  civil  and  military,  will  join 
themselves  unanimously  with  the  said  commandant,  to  pursue  them  by  land,  while  he  does  the  same  by 
sea;  and  in  case  any  of  those  wicked  wretches  should  seek  refuge  in  the  territory  of  any  part  of  the 
island,  they  would  pursue  them  briskly,  until  they  have  possessed  themselves  of  their  persons.  The 
government  expects,  from  the  known  zeal  of  the  authorities  referred  to,  that  they  will  display  the  greatest 
activity,  efficacy,  and  energy,  in  this  important  service,  assuring  each,  in  particular,  of  the  lively  interest 
which  it  feels  for  the  total  extermination  of  such  vile  rabble,  the  disgrace  of  humanity.  Those  who  shall 
distinguish  themselves  in  the  opinion  of  the  government,  will  be  reported  to  his  Majesty,  giving  to  each 
one  justice,  according  to  his  merits.     God  guard  you  many  years. 

MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRES. 

Puerto  Rico,  March  16,  1825. 

To  the  Military  Commandants,  and  of  the  Quarters,  Royal  Alcaldes,  and  ofjier 

Civil  and  Military  Authorities  and  Functionaries  of  the  Coasts  of  this  Island. 


No.  4. 

UxiTED  States  Schooner  Grampus,  St.  Tliomas,  March  12,  1825,  8  A.  M. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  that  arrived  in  this  port,  that  the  piratical 
vessel  which  the  Danish  man-of-war  and  myself  had  for  some  time  been  in  search  of,  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  Crab  Island,  and  had  captured  and  plundered  several  small  vessels  belonging  to  this  place,  and  no 
Danish  man-of-war  being  at  the  moment  in  port,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  request  of  your  excellency  per- 
mission for  the  three  Danish  sloops  (whose  captains  had  volunteered  their  services)  to  assist  me  in  pur- 
suit of  her.  Your  excellency  immediately  granted  the  request,  on  the  sole  condition  that  I  should  pledge 
myself,  as  an  officer  and  gentleman,  that  the  vessels  should  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  search- 
ing for  pirates.  I  can  assure  your  excellency  that  they  have  been  used  by  me  for  no  other.  The  sloop 
which  arrived  this  morning  is  the  last  of  the  three  which  were  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Pendergrast, 
who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with,  and  capture,  the  piratical  vessel  we  have  been  so  long  in  search 
of,  commanded  by  the  famous  chief  Cofrecina,  who  is  badly  wounded;  the  most  of  his  crew  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  the  survivors  are  all,  I  believe,  now  prisoners  in  Porto  Rico,  where  the  government  afibrded 
every  assistance  to  the  expedition  whilst  on  that  coast,  and  in  capturing  those  that  swam  on  shore.  I 
herewith  return  your  excellency  the  documents  placed  by  you  in  my  hands,  to  be  used  by  the  sloops 
engaged  in  the  expedition.  I  cannot  forbear  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  Capt.  Perrelty,  master  and 
owner  of  the  Danish  sloop  Dolphin,  who  rendered  great  assistance  by  his  knowledge  of  the  coast,  and  his 
good  conduct  during  the  cruise,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  particular  notice.  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  restoring  to  the  rightful  owner  the  sloop  captured  from  the  pirates,  and  request  your 
excellency  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  have  her  delivered  to  him.  I  also  enclose  several  sets  of  Danish 
papers  taken  on  board  the  piratical  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  respect. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  SLOAT. 

To  his  excellency  Gov.  Van  Scholten,  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  Johns,  &c.,  &c. 


No.  5. 

Government  House,  St.  Thomas,  March  12,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  inst.,  and  am  extremely  happy 
at  the  successful  result  of  the  expedition. 

I  shall  take  a  pleasure  to  lay  your  communication  before  my  government,  and  beg  you  will  be  assured 
how  much  the  community  and  I  feel  obligated  to  you  for  the  assistance  you  on  every  occasion  so  readily 
afibrd  this  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


To  Lieut.  Commandant  Sloat,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 


P.  SCHOLTEN. 


No.  6. 

PoNCE,  March  12,  1825. 
To  Captain  J.  D.  Sloat,  United  States  Navy: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you  the  agreeable  information,  (at  the  request  of 
Col.  Renovales)  that  the  chief  of  the  pirate  you  saw  passing  in  front  of  this  port,  and  in  pursuit  of  whom  you 
dispatched  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Pendergrast,  has  been  captured,  with  twelve  of 
his  associates,  on  shore,  near  Guyama,  all  desperately,  if  not  mortally  wounded,  particularly  the  leader, 
Cofrecinas,  who  landed,  wounded,  and  then  fought  Captain  Marcanos  until  he  had  three  bullets  and  two 
sabre  wounds.     He  cannot  survive. 
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The  commandant  and  alcalde  present  you  their  sincere  and  warm  thanks  for  the  service  and  aid  you 
have  rendered  this  place  in  capturing  this  pirate,  and  wish  to  be  remembered  to  yourself,  Lieut.  Pender- 
grast,  and  the  other  officers  of  your  expedition.  They  wish  soon  again  to  see  you,  and  hope  you  will 
remain  in  port  long  enough  for  them  to  show  you  some  particular  attention. 

Many  of  Cofrecinas'  confederates  on  shore  are  arrested:  five  from  here  sent  to  St.  Johns. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

JAMES  J.  ATKINSON. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  271.  [1st  Session. 

LETTER  FROM  COMMODORE   DAVID   PORTER   RELATIVE  TO  CHARGES  OF  THOMAS  RAN- 
DALL AND  JOHN  MOUNTAIN  AGAINST  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  WEST  INDIA  SQUADRON. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    27,    1825. 

The  Vice-President  communicated  the  following  letter,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

To  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  During  the  last  session  of  Congress  several  communications  from  Thomas  Randall  and  John 
Mountain,  highly  injurious  to  the  character  of  myself,  and  other  officers  of  the  West  India  squadron, 
were  transmitted  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Senate,  and  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  wherein  many 
severe  reflections  were  made  on  the  conduct  of  navy  officers  in  general,  but  more  particularly  on  that  of 
the  officers  employed  for  the  suppression  of  piracy.  In  consequence  of  these  communications,  and  the 
remarks  they  gave  rise  to,  immediately  on  my  arrival  in  the  United  States  I  applied  for  an  investigation 
of  the  conduct  of  myself  and  others  implicated  bj'  them.  The  consequence  was,  an  investigation  of  the 
whole  of  tiie  proceedings  of  the  West  India  squadron,  from  the  time  of  my  taking  command,  up  to  the 
time  of  my  recall.  All  of  which  has  been  printed,  by  order  of  the  President,  and  was,  as  I  am  informed, 
a  short  time  since  in  the  office  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ready  to  be  distributed  whenever 
Congress  shall  have  made  a  call  for  the  same. 

In  consequence  of  which,  I  some  time  since  requested  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lloyd  to  offer  a  resolution,  call- 
ing on  the  Navy  Department  for  the  proceedings  in  the  case  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  which  he  did 
me  the  favor  to  comply  with,  and  a  call  was  accordingly  made;  but,  as  he  has  since  informed  me  that  he 
does  not  contemplate  taking  any  further  steps  in  the  affair,  I  take  the  liberty  of  briefly  stating  to  you 
my  object  in  wishing  the  call  for  the  proceedings,  which  I  beg  you  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  for  its 
consideration. 

The  documents  communicated  by  the  State  Department,  together  with  the  remarks  which  they  gave 
rise  to,  have  been  spread  before  the  public,  and  on  many  minds  have  left  an  impression  highly  injurious 
to  the  character  of  the  navy  in  general;  and  this  impression  has  been  strengthened  by  the  repetition  of 
the  charges  in  the  public  prints  by  Mr.  Randall,  since  the  proceedings  in  the  case  were  had,  with  the 
additional  assertion  that  I  had  shrunk  from  the  inquiry,  and  deprived  the  court  of  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  out  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  by  which  his  charges  would  have  been  sustained,  and  my  guilt 
would  have  been  manifest.  It  is,  therefore,  due  to  myself,  it  is  due  to  every  officer  under  my  command, 
it  is  due  to  the  whole  navy,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  nation,  that  the  result  of  this  inquiry  should  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  that  erroneous  impressions,  injurious  to  our  characters,  may  thereby  be  removed  from 
the  minds  of  those  who,  by  the  statements  of  Randall  and  Mountain,  have  been  led  to  entertain  them, 
and  that  those  who  entertained  different  opinions,  and  were  induced  to  interpose  themselves  between  us 
and  the  injury  which  it  is  believed  was  intended  by  our  accusers,  may  be  assured  that  their  confidence 
has  not  been  placed  on  objects  unworthy  of  engaging  it. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  this  subject  may  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  determine,  whether  sufficient  rigor  has  been  observed  in  the  inquiry; 
that  if  it  has  not,  other  proceedings  may  be  asked  for,  and  if  they  prove  satisfactory,  as  I  feel  a  confi- 
dence they  will,  that  an  opinion  may  be  expressed  to  that  effect,  thereby  relieving  us  from  the  charges 
and  censures  that  remain  on  the  files,  and  stand  on  record  against  us,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own  char- 
acters, and  the  character,  and  consequently  of  the  interests,  of  the  corps  to  which  I  belong. 

This  request  is  made  with  feelings  of  the  highest  respect  for  the  members  of  the  Senate,  individu- 
ally and  collectively;  and  I  hope  sincerely  that  there  maybe  found  nothing  wrong  or  unreasonable  in 
my  desire  to  obtain  that  approbation  which  myself  and  others  have  sought  with  so  much  assiduity,  dur- 
ing the  time  we  were  employed  in  the  suppression  of  piracy — a  service  holding  forth  no  reward  for  its 
faithful  performance — no  hope  to  cheer  us  through  all  our  privations  and  sufferings,  hut  the  approbation 
of  our  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  PORTER. 

Washington,  December  25,  1825. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.  272.  [1st  Session-. 

LETTER  OF  THOMAS  RANDALL,  RELATIVE  TO  A  COMMUNICATION  OF  COMMODORE 
DAVID  PORTER  TO  THE  SENATE,  CHARGING  HIM  WITH  IMPUTATIONS  AGAINST 
HIMSELF   AND    OFFICERS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  JANUARY  3,    1826. 

To  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and-  President  of  the  Senate: 

Washington,  December  29,  1825. 

Sir:  In  the  papers  of  yesterday  I  read,  with  some  surprise,  a  letter  from  Commodore  David  Porter, 
addressed  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  being  communicated  to  the  Senate,  in  which  he  invokes  the  aid  of 
that  body  to  relieve  him  from  the  charges  and  censures  which,  he  alleges,  have  grown  out  of  my  reports 
to  the  Executive,  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies.  As  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  those  reports  must  be  well  known  to  the  Senate,  by  whose  order  they  were  published  at  its  last 
session,  it  is  not  my  intention  in  this  letter  to  enter  into  a  formal  justification  of  them.  Nor  does  it 
become  me  to  question  the  regularity  or  propriety  of  the  course  pursued  by  Commodcn-e  Porter,  in  thus 
transferring  to  the  Senate  an  inquiry  which  has  already  been  investigated  by  a  court,  and  upon  which  he 
has  provoked  a  controversy  before  the  public.  But,  as  he  avowedly  seeks  from  the  Senate  a  vote  of 
approbation  on  his  conduct,  and  of  censure  upon  mine,  and  the  Senate  has  been  pleased  to  act  upon  his 
application,  I  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  my  undoubted  right  to  be  heard  in  answer,  and  to  show  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  would  be  merited. 

To  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  controversy  between  us,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  printed  publication  to  which  Commodore  Porter  has  alluded,  and  which  I  respect- 
fully request  may  be  referred,  together  with  this  letter,  to  the  same  committee  to  which  was  referred 
Commodore  Porter's  letter,  and  be  printed. 

Although  that  publication  was  made  before  the  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  was  published,  I  have 
yet  seen  nothing  in  that  report  which  materially  conflicts  either  with  the  statements  made  in  my  original 
letters  to  the  Executive,  or  in  the  printed  paper  enclosed,  and  such,  doubtless,  is  the  opinion  of  Commo- 
dore Porter,  or  he  would  have  rested  satisfied  with  the  justification  it  would  otherwise  have  aiforded  him, 
and  thus  relieved  the  Senate  from  an  inquiry  as  unprofitable  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  alien  from  its  legiti- 
mate duties. 

I  am  free,  however,  to  confess  that,  as  far  as  opinions,  in  the  absence  of  evidence,  can  prevail,  the 
sentence  of  that  court  will  be  found  to  be  favorable  to  Commodore  Porter;  and  had  that  officer  rested 
satisfied  with  such  an  acquittal,  I  should  not  have  undertaken  to  question  its  sufficiency.  Knowing  that 
my  character  was  not  at  issue  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  seeing  that  the 
court,  so  far  from  questioning  the  statements  made  by  me,  expressly  rely  upon  them,  and  bear  testimony 
to  my  fairness,  I  should,  but  for  the  injurious  conduct  of  the  accused  towards  me,  have  left  him  to  enjoy 
the  delusions  of  an  imaginary  triumph  over  me.  But  I  have  too  much  self-respect  and  regard  for  my 
reputation  to  suffer  Commodore  Porter  to  derive  from  my  silence,  before  the  Senate,  any  countenance  to 
his  unwarrantable  imputations,  and  to  sustain  his  character  at  the  expense  of  mine. 

I  have  to  request,  then,  that  the  Senate  will  be  pleased  to  examine  as  well  my  original  reports  as 
the  publication  enclosed,  and  compare  them  with  the  evidence  adduced  before  the  court  of  inquiry,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  not  one  material  allegation  made  by  me  is  contradicted  by  the  evidence.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  court  itself  complains  "  that  the  absence  of  many  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  squadron, 
the  want  of  official  statements  of  their  several  operations,  and  the  withdrawing  of  Commodore  Porter 
from  any  participation  in  the  investigation,  have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  detail,  with  as  much  particu- 
larity as  could  be  wished,  the  daily  movements  of  the  various  vessels."  And  it  will  also  be  seen  that, 
while  the  most  abundant  testimony,  and  the  most  voluminous  documents  exist,  in  relation  to  a  period 
anterior  to  that  embraced  in  my  reports,  and  while  the  court  dilates  with  the  utmost  minuteness  of  detail, 
and  with  the  most  imposing  emphasis,  upon  the  operations  of  the  squadron  during  that  period,  there  is 
almost  a  total  absence  of  primary  evidence  and  documents,  and  of  detail  by  the  court,  in  relation  to  the 
only  period  wherein  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron  was  questioned.  I  care  not,  then, 
that,  in  the  ab.sence  of  evidence,  the  court  has  pronounced  an  opinion  different  from  mine,  and  favorable 
to  the  accused.  The  Senate  has  all  the  information  possessed  by  the  court,  and  can  judge  between  us. 
They  will  find  it  abundantly  proved,  as  asserted  by  me,  that  but  two  of  the  smallest  and  most  inefficient 
vessels  were  left  by  Commodore  Porter,  in  the  month  of  June,  near  the  coasts  of  Cuba,  to  protect  our 
commerce  against  the  pirates  during  the  disastrous  period  of  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1824,  while  all 
the  rest  of  the  squadron  in  those  seas  were  actively  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  specie;  and  they 
will  then  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  correctness  of  that  most  extraordinary  opinion,  sanctioned  by  the 
court,  that,  "  in  the  then  state  of  things,  that  force  was  as  competent  to  effect  the  object  as  a  larger  one 
would  have  been." 

But  I  am  not  limited  to  this  view  of  the  case.  I  am  authorized,  on  the  most  certain  information,  to 
assert  that  Commodore  Porter  himself  exhibited  to  the  court  his  letter-book,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
members  of  the  court,  furnished  abundant  evidence  of  the  truth  of  all  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
against  him,  and  proved  that  his  leading  object,  in  the  employment  of  the  squadron,  was  to  promote  his 
private  interests;  and  that  the  court,  although  satisfied  of  this,  declined  to  make  use  of  the  evidence 
thus  furnished  by  the  accused,  on  the  ground  that  the  letter-book  having  been  placed  in  its  possession 
for  a  special  and  different  object,  it  was  not  authorized  to  make  use  of  it  for  another  purpose. 

I  trust  the  Senate  will  find  a  sufficient  justification  for  this  exposition  in  the  facts  of  the  case  and  in 
the  treatment  I  have  received  from  Commodore  Porter.  For  reports  made  by  me  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  written  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  truth,  and  published 
by  the  order  of  the  Senate,  without  any  agency  of  mine,  I  have  been  subjected  to  the  most  unmerited 
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imputations.  First,  I  am  challenged  by  Commodore  Porter  to  appear  before  a  naval  court  and  substan- 
tiate my  statements.  When  I  appear  before  that  court,  as  a  witness,  he  stands  aloof  in  moody  silence, 
and  does  not  question  a  statement  made  by  me,  and  it  was  only  after  I  had  withdrawn  from  the  court,  at 
its  own  suggestion,  that,  as  I  now  find  by  the  minutes  of  the  court,  an  insidious  attempt  is  made  to  ques- 
tion the  truth  of  a  most  immaterial  fact  contained  in  my  reports.  Before  a  court,  engaged  on  a  different 
inquiry,  and  with  which  I  had  nothing  to  do,  injurious  remarks  are,  in  my  absence,  applied  to  me,  entirely 
irrelevant  to  the  matter  before  the  court.  And,  before  the  publication  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
inquiry,  those  injurious  remarks  are  published  by  Commodore  Porter,  and  I  am  challenged  to  appear 
before  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion.  I  do  appear,  and  publish  my  defence,  in  the  paper  enclosed,  but 
my  Proteus  adversary  there  again  eludes  me,  declines  to  answer  me  before  the  public,  to  whose  bar  he 
had  appealed  from  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  says  that  he  will  rest  his  justification  on  the  opinion  of 
the  court  of  inquiry.  That  opinion  has  now  been  published,  and  yet  this  restless  and  indefatigable  adver- 
sary swerves  from  his  resolve,  and  compels  me  now  to  meet  him  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  where 
he  invites  a  renewal  of  the  controversy.  I  shall  not  decline  the  invitation.  Satisfied  of  the  propriety  of 
my  conduct,  and  of  the  truth  of  every  allegation  made  by  me,  I  shall  not  fail  to  defend  the  one  and 
reiterate  the  other  in  whatever  presence  they  may  be  questioned. 

Before  concluding,  I  have  to  remark  upon  a  part  of  Con)modore  Porter's  letter  to  the  Senate,  which 
requires  a  special  notice.  The  part  to  which  I  allude  is  the  following:  "  The  documents  communicated 
to  the  State  Department,  together  with  the  remarks  which  they  gave  rise  to,  have  been  spread  before  the 
public,  and,  on  many  minds,  have  left  an  impression  highly  injurious  to  the  character  of  the  navy  ia 
general;  and  this  impression  is  strengthened  by  the  repetition  of  the  charges  in  the  public  prints,  by  Mr. 
Randall,  since  the  proceedings  in  the  case  were  had,"  &c.  Now,  so  far  from  this  being  the  fact,  it  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  paper,  (the  one  in  question,)  that  one  of  the  avowed  objects  of  that 
publication  was  to  remove  any  such  impression;  that  I  charge  Commodore  Porter  with  artifice  and  unfair- 
ness in  making  use  of  that  suggestion,  and  expressly  disclaim  the  intention  of  reflecting  on  any  other 
oflBcer  than  the  commander  of  the  squadron;  and  yet  Commodore  Porter  refers  to  that  very  paper  as  con- 
taining an  imputation,  which  imputation  the  paper  expressly  ridicules  and  denies.  The  Senate  will  see, 
in  the  reiteration  of  this  charge  against  me,  the  continued  operation  of  that  motive  in  the  mind  of  Com- 
modore Porter  to  which  I  ascribed  it,  and  be  able  to  judge  whether  a  suggestion  so  palpably  groundless 
ought  to  be  ascribed  simply  to  misapprehension.  But  I  again  repel  the  charge.  I  never  have  been 
unfriendly  to  the  navy,  and  much  less  to  the  ofBcers  to  be  aifected  by  such  a  charge.  1  have  the  honor 
to  number  most,  if  not  all,  the  oflBcers  composing  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  that  squadron  amongst 
my  acquaintances  and  friends.  I  have  met  and  associated  with  many  of  them  since  the  publications  in 
question,  and  have  perceived  no  abatement  of  their  regard  and  confidence,  either  in  their  words  or  actions. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  been  expressly  assured  by  them  that  they  did  not  consider  my  reports  as  reflect- 
ing on  them;  and  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  honor  and  sincerity  of  the  oificers  of  the  navy  to 
believe  for  a  moment  (although  a  signal  example  may  be  found  of  such  depravity)  that  they  could  be 
capable  of  professing  friendship  while  their  hearts  harbored  hatred  and  suspicion. 

Renewing,  most  respectfully,  my  request  that  this  letter,  and  the  enclosed  paper,  may  receive  the 
same  reference  and  disposition  which  were  accorded  to  the  letter  of  Commodore  Porter,  which  gave  rise 
to  them,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  and  the  honorable  body  over  which  you  preside,  of  my  most 
respectful  consideration. 

THOi^fAS  RANDALL. 


19th  Coxgress.]  No.  273.  [1st  Session. 

ON   THE   EXPENSE  AND   MODE   OF   EMPLOYING   A  SLOOP-OF-WAR   IN   EXPLORING  THE 
NORTHWEST  COAST  OF  AMERICA. 

C0,M5IUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    BEPRESEXTATIVES    JANUARY    4,     1826. 

Navy  Department,  December  30,  1825. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  16th  inst.,  inquiring,  "  whether  the  sloop-of-war  Boston,  about  to  be  commissioned,  or 
some  other  of  the  sloops-of-war  now  in  commission,  might  not  be  employed  in  exploring  the  nortliwctt 
coast  of  America,  its  rivers  and  inlets,  between  the  parallels  of  latitude  42  and  49  north,  without  detri- 
ment to  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States;  and,  whether  the  expense  incurred  in  such  service  would 
exceed  the  ordinary  expenses  of  such  vessels  while  cruising;  and,  also,  whether  it  would  be  practicable 
to  transport  more  cannon,  and  more  of  the  munitions  of  war,  in  such  vessel,  than  would  be  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  vessel." 

This  resolution  contains  three  subjects  of  inquiry:  1st.  Whether  the  Boston,  or  any  of  the  sloops-o.- 
war  now  in  commission,  may  be  employed  in  exploring  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  between  the 
latitudes  mentioned,  without  detriment  to  the  naval  service. 

2d.  Whether  the  expense  attending  such  employment  would  exceed  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
vessel  while  cruising. 

3d.  Whether  it  could  transport  more  cannon,  and  munitions  of  war,  than  would  be  necessary  for  its 
own  use. 

Upon  the  first  point,  reference  is  respectfully  made  to  the  report,  dated  the  2d  inst.,  accompanying 
the  message  of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  which  states  the  views  entertained  by 
this  Department  of  the  proper  disposition  of  the  naval  force  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  squadrons  in  the 
West  Indies,  Mediterranean  and  Pacific  cannot  well  be  diminished,  consistently  with  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce  and  salutary  regard  for  the  public  interest.     A  less  force  than  is  now  employed,  on 
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any  of  our  stations,  would  not  be  able  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  maintained.  It  has, 
indeed,  been  proposed  to  augment  the  force  in  the  Pacific,  bj^  the  Boston,  or  some  other  sloop-of-war; 
and  the  opinion  is  respectfully  expressed,  that  it  would  be  least  detrimental  to  the  public  service  to  leave 
the  arrangement  of  the  vessel  undisturbed,  and  authorize  another  sloop-of-war  to  be  prepared  for  that 
service. 

Should  this  opinion  be  deemed  correct,  and  Congress  determine  to  send  a  vessel  to  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  river,  another  of  the  ten  sloops-of-war  may  be  launched,  and  ready  for  sea,  before  the  end  of  the 
session.  In  that  case,  an  addition  to  the  estimates  will  be  required,  sufficient  to  fit  it  for  sea  and  sup- 
port it  for  the  year;  say  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-fiue  dollars  and  seventy- 
Jive  cents. 

If  Congress  differ  from  the  opinion  expressed,  and  resolve  that  the  force  now  actually  on  the  several 
stations  need  not  be  increased,  either  the  Boston  or  the  Cyane  may  be  engaged  on  the  proposed  survey, 
after  they  have  executed  special  service  on  which  they  have  been  already  ordered.  In  that  case,  the 
Boston  may  be  ready  to  sail  by  the  first  of  April,  and  the  Cyane  by  the  first  of  June,  and  no  addition  to 
the  appropriations  will  be  required. 

Upon  the  second  point:  it  is  stated  that  the  expenses  of  a  vessel,  so  employed,  may,  in  some  degree, 
exceed  its  ordinary  ex)ienses  while  on  our  usual  cruising  grounds.  It  cannot  carry  provisions  and  stores 
for  the  whole  year,  and  the  cost  of  procuring  what  is  wanted  may  be  greater  there  than  elsewhere.  The 
difTerence,  however,  cannot  be  such  as  to  require  an  alteration  of  the  estimates,  if  any  of  the  vessels 
now  in  commission  be  employed.  This  statement  concerns  only  the  ordinary  support  of  the  vessel,  and 
does  not  embrace  the  purchase  of  instruments  and  apparatus,  nor  the  pay  and  support  of  scientific  men 
who  may  be  engaged  to  aid  in  the  survey;  the  extent  of  that  expense  is  not  understood  to  be  included  in 
the  inquiry.  It  would,  probably,  require  an  addition  of  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  the  amount 
stated  in  the  estimates. 

On  the  third  point:  the  Boston  would  be  able  to  carry,  in  her  hold,  eight  or  ten  guns,  with  the 
necessary  ammunition,  in  addition  to  her  stores  and  armament. 

Although  not  called  for  by  the  resolution,  the  consideration  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  the  Boston 
will  draw  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet  of  water,  and  that  rivers  and  inlets,  worthy  of  examination,  may 
be  found  within  the  latitudes  mentioned,  which  would  not  admit  a  vessel  of  such  a  draft;  and  that 
should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  an  examination  of  them  can  be  made  only  by  the  boats,  the  vessel' 
during  the  time,  lying  in  the  open  sea.  Such  an  operation  would  prove  dilatory,  expensive,  and,  in  some 
instances,  perhaps,  dangerous;  while  the  work  itself  would  liot  be  executed  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
These  evils  may  be,  in  a  great  degree,  avoided,  by  adding  to  the  sloop-of-war  a  schooner  of  lighter 
draft  of  water.  The  annual  expense  of  such  a  schooner,  exclusively  of  the  commissioned  and  warrant 
ofiicers,  is  about  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


19th  Coxgress.]  No.    274.  [1st  Session. 

NAVAL    REGISTER    FOR    182  6. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    9,     1826. 

Navy  Department,  January  5,   1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty  copies  of 
the  Naval  Register  for  the  year  1826,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
13th  day  of  December,  1815,  and  am,  sir, 
_  Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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CAPTAINS. 


John  Rodgei-3 

James  Barron 

Wm.  Bainbridge 

Thomas  Tingcy 

Charles  Stewart 

Isaac  Hull 

Isaac  Chauncey 

David  Porter 

Jacob  Jones 

Charles  Morris 

Arthur  Sinclair 

Lewis  Warrington 

Wm.  M.  Crane 

James  T.  Leonard 

James  Biddle 

Chas.  G.  Ridgely 

Robert  Trail  Spence  . . . 

Daniel  T.  Patterson 

Melancthon  T.  Woolsey 

John  0.  Creighton 

John  Downes 

John  D.  Ilcnlcy 

Jesse  D.  Elliott 

Robert  Henley 

Stephen  Cassin 

James  Renshaw 

Thomas  Brown 

Chas.  C.  B.  Thompson  . 

A.  S.  Wadsworth 

Geo.  W.  Bodgcrs 

George  C.  Reed 

Henry  E.  Baliard 

Captains- 


March 

5, 

May 

22, 

May 

20, 

Novem 

ber23, 

April 

22, 

April 

23, 

July 
March 


March 
July 


5, 
24, 

November  22, 
November  24, 
February  4, 
February  28, 
February  28, 
February  28, 
February  28, 
April  27, 

April  27, 

March  5, 

March  5, 

March        27, 


March 
March  ' 
M.irch 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


1818. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


JIaryland    

New  Jersey  . . . 

England 

Pennsylvania. . 
Connecticut  . . . 
Connecticut  ... 
Massachusetts . 

Delaware 

Connecticut  . . . 

Virginia 


■  Jer 


New  York 

Maryland 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 

New  York 

West  Indies... 
Massachusetts. 

Virginia 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Pennsylvania  . 
Pennsylvania. . 
Delaware    . . . . 

Virginia 

Maine 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania. . 
Maryland    .... 


Commanding  Med.  squadron. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

President,  Navy  Board. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Waiting  orders. 

Commanding  Pacific  squadron. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Washington. 

Navy  Board. 

Special  service. 

Commanding  Norfolk  station. 

Commanding  W.  I.  squadron. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Whitehall,  Lake  Champlain. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Commanding  Baltimore  station. 

Frigate  Constitution. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Ship  Cyane. 

Waiting  orders. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Inspector  ordnance  and  ammunition. 

AVaiting  orders. 

Mediterranean. 

Waiting  orders. 


MASTERS  COMMANDANT. 


David  Deacon 

Louis  Alexis 

Sidney  Smith   

Samuel  Woodhouse 

AViUiam  Carter 

Joseph  J.  Nicholson 

Wolcott  Chauncey 

Edmund  P.  Kennedy 

Alexander  James  Dallas 

John  B.  Nicholson 

Beekman  V.  lIolTman 

Jesse  Wilkinson 

George  Budd 

T.  Ap  Catesby  Jones 

John  Porter 

William  B.  Finch  

William  B.  Shubrick 

Benjamin  W.  Booth   

Alexander  Claxton 

Charles  W.  Morgan 

Lawrence  Kearny    

Foxhall  A.  Parker 

Edward  R.  MC.ill 

Daniel  Turner 

David  Connor 

John  Gallagher 

Thomas  Holdup  Stevens 

Masters  Commandant — 27. 


December  10, 
December  10, 
February  28, 
April  27, 


.1  April 
.'  March 
•  j  March 
.,  March 
.j  March 


March 
April 
March 
March 
M  arch 
March 

March 


1817. 
1817. 


1820. 
1820. 
1820. 


Jlarch 
March 
I^Iarch 
March 
March 
Jlarch 
March 


1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


New  Jersey 

Franco   

New  York 

Pennsylvania  . . 
North  Carolina  . 

Maryland   

Connecticut  .... 

Maryland   

Pennsylvania.  .. 

New  York 

Virginia 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Maryland    

South  Carolina  . 
South  Carolina  . 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania  . . 

Virginia 

New  Jersey.... 

South  Carolina  . 
Rhode  Island  . , 
Pennsylvania. .. 
Pennsylvania. . , 
South  Carolina  , 


.  I  Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

•  !  Furlough. 

.     Leave  of  absence. 

.1  Sloop  Hornet,  W.  I. 

Not  on  duty. 

Corvette  John  Adams. 

Furlough. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Sloop  Ontario,  Mediterranean. 

Receiving  ship  Fulton,  N.  Y. 

Rendezvous,  Norfolk. 

Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific. 

Leave  of  absence. 

New  York  rendezvous. 

Navy  yard,  New  York. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Rendezvous,  Baltimore. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  yard,  Charleston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Rendezvous,  Boston. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Leave  of  absence. 


Francis  J.  Mitchell. 
Raymond  II.  Perry  . 
Henry  D.  Newcomb. 
James  P.  Oellers  .  . . 
M'illiam  M.  Hunter. 

John  D.  Sloat 

M.  C.  Perry 

Note  — Officers  c 


LIEUTENANTS. 


February  18,  1809. 
March  5,  1813. 

24,  1813. 

24,  1813. 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
generally  relumed  from  lony  ( 


24,  1813. 
24,  1813. 


Virginia 

Rhode  Island... 
New  Hampshire 
Pennsylvania  . . , 
Pennsylvania  ... 

New  York 

Rhode  Island 


Not  on  duty. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Commanding  schooner  Porpoise. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean, 
mediate  orders.     Several  of  ihara  are  sick. 
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Date  of  commission. 


July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

October 

June 

June  28, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December    9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 

December  9, 


181.3., 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814 
1814. 
1814. 


Dec 


iber 


December 
December 


Dec 


Qber    9, 


December  9, 
December  9, 
December  9, 
December  9, 
December  9, 
December  9, 
December  9, 
February  4, 
February  4, 
February  4, 
February  4, 
May  1, 

December  1, 
April  27, 

April  27, 

April  27, 

April  27, 


April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 

April 
April 
April 
April 

April 
April 

March 
March 
March 
March 


1816. 
1816. 
1816. 

1816. 
1816. 
1816. 
1816. 


1816. 
1816. 
1816. 
1816. 
1816. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 
1817. 


Maine    

New  Hampshire  . 

New  Jersey 

Maryland    

Massachusetts.. . 

New  Hampshire  . 
Pennsylvania 


Virginia 

South  Carolina  . 
Pennsylvania. .. 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

New  Jersey 

Virginia  

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . 

Maryland 

New  Jersey 

England 

Pennsylvania  . . 
Pennsylvania  . . 
South  Carolina  . 

New  York 

Pennsylvania  . . 
North  Carolina  . 

Virginia 

New  York 

Virginia  

Massachusetts. 

Virginia  

Rhode  Island. ., 
Connecticut  . . . . 


irgii 


York 


Louisiana    

Pennsylvania  .. 
Rhode  Island. . 

Maryland 

M.aryland    

Pennsylvania  . 

Maryland    

Massachusetts. 
Rhode  Island. . 

Kentucky    

Maryland    

Virginia 

New  York 

New  Jersey... 

England    

Maryland  .... 
South  Carolina 
Maryland  .... 
Massachusetts. 


York 


New  York  . . . . 

Maryland    

New  York  .  . . , 

Virginia 

Massachusetts, 
Maryland  .  . . 
New  York  ... 
New  Jersey  ... 
Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Maryland   

Maryland   . . . 


Leave  of  absence. 

Sackett's  Harbor. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Commanding  schooner  Shark, 

Commanding  brig  Spark. 

Furlough. 

New  Orleans. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Commanding  schooner  Grampus. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Brandywine  frigate. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard.  New  Y'ork, 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Barrataria. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Schooner  Sh.ark. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Receiving  ship,  Charlestown. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Furlough. 

Frigate  Constitution,  Mediterranean. 

Ship  Cyane. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Schooner  Dolphin,  Pacific  ocean. 

Furlough. 

Sloop  Ontario. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

West  India  squadron. 

Receiving  ship.  New  York. 

Leave  of  absence. 


Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,   Washington. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Furlough. 

Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 

Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Frigate  Constitution,  Med. 

Furlough. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Receiving  ship.  New  York. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

United  States  ship  Cyane. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Leave  of  absence. 
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Naval  register  for  1826 — Lieutexaxts — Continued. 


ing. 


Edgar  Freeman. ... 
Win.  E.  McKenney 

Wm.  J.  Belt 

Charles  H.  Caldwell 

Wm.  Jamesson 

Wm.  Boerum 

Chas.  L.  Williamsoi 

Charles  Gauntt 

Wm.  W.  Ramsey  . . 

Ralph  Voorhies 

Alexander  Eskridgc 
Ebenczer  Ridgew.ay 
Thomas  A.  Conovei 
Arch'd  S.  Campbell 

Wm.  Taylor 

John  C.  Long 

John  II.  Graham  . . 

Henry  Henry 

Samuel  W.   Down 
William  Pottenger.. 
Henry  W.  Ogden  ... 

John  H.  Lee 

James  M.  Mcintosh 

Josiah  Tatnall 

Wm.  T.  Temple  .... 
George  M'Cauley  . .. 

Hugh  N.  Page 

John  A.  Cook 

William  Inman 

Joel  Abbott 


John  M.  Dale ■ 

Harrison  H.  Cocke 

AVm.  J.  M-Cluney 

Ephraim  D.  Whitlock. 

James  Goodrum 

John  B.  Montgomery.. 

Horace  B.  Sawyer 

C.  B.  Stribling 

James  E.  Legare 

Joshua  R.  Sands 

Allen  Griffen 

John  J.  Young 

Charles  H.  Bell 

Abram  Bigelow 

Zach.  W.  Nixon 

Henry  C.  Newton 

Frank  Ellery 

Frederick  Varnum 

Joseph  R.  Jarvis 

Thomas  W.  Freelon... 
Pardon  M.  Whipple... 

James  Williams 

Samuel  W.  Le  Compte 

Charles  T.  Piatt 

Wm.  M.  Armstrong. .. 

Wm.  F.  Shields 

Garret  J.  Pendergrast. 
Wm.  C.  Nicholson  .... 

James  B.  Cooper 

Daniel  H.  Mackay 

E.  W.  Carpender 

John  L.  Saunders 

Joseph  B.  Hull,  jr.... 

Jott  Stone  Paine 

John  E.  Prentiss 

Joseph  Moorchead  . . . . 

Samuel  B.  Phelps 

Wm.  T.  Rogers 

Thomas  Pettigru 

Augustus  Cutts 

John  S.  Chauncey 

Irvine  Shubrick 


March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 

April 
April 
April 

April 

April 

April 

April 
April 
April 
April 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
April 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
.  j  January 


5,  1817.. 

5,  1817.. 

6,  1817.. 
6,  1817.. 
5,  1817.. 
5,  1817.. 
5,  1817.. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 

5,  1817. 

6,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
5,  1817. 
1,  1818. 
1,  1818. 
1,  1818. 
1,  1818. 
1,  1818. 


1,  1818. 
1,  1818. 
28,  1820. 


28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1820.. 
28,  1S20.. 

3,  1821.. 

3,  1821.. 

3,1821. 

3,  1821. 
22,  1822. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
1.3,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 
13,  1825. 


New  Jersey 

New  York 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

"Virginia  

New  York 

New  Jersey 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Massachusetts 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Virginia 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont    

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

Virginia  

Georgia 

Georgia 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia. 

New  York 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Vermont   

South  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

New  York 

Maryland   

New  York 

New  York 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts 

Virginia 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts 

New  York 

New  York 

Maryland   

Maryland   

New  York 

Kentucky 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

New  York 

New  York 

Virginia 

Connecticut 


Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Ontario,  Mediterranean. 

Sloop  Hornet, 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Brig  Spark. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Philadelphia  navy  yard. 

Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

Sloop  Hornet. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

West  India  squadron. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Rendezvous,  New  York. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Constitution. 

Decoy. 

Schooner  Porpoise. 

Rendezvous,  Norfolk. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Constitution,  Med. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Peacock. 

United  States  schooner  Porpoise. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Furlough. 

Pacific  squadron. 

John  Adams. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Suspended. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  ab,sence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Sloop  Hornet. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Not  on  duty. 

Suspended. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Constellation,  West  Indies. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
West  India  squadron. 
Peacock. 

Mediterranean  squadron. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Constitution. 
Mediterranean  squadron. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 
Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 
West  India  squadron. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
West  India  squadron, 
squadron. 


Massachusetts   West  Indii 

Ohio Hornet. 

Connecticut Cyane. 

New  York Furlough . 

South  Carolina Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Maine Cyane. 

New  York Ontario,  Meditetjraoean 

South  Carolina Brandywine. 


1826.- 
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Naval  register  for  1826 — Lieutenants — Continued. 


Date  of  commission. 


Charles  Ellery 

Thomas  R.  Gerry 

John  Kelly   

Hugh  Dulany 

Edmund  Byrne 

Edward  L.  Johnson 

Wm.  H.  Gardner 

David  G.  Farragut 

R.  S.  Pinkncy 

Stephen  B.  AVilson 

E.  C.  Rutledge 

Wm.  S.  Harris 

Thomas  Dornin 

John  P.  Tuttle 

R.  B.  Cunningham 

James  Glynn 

Joseph  Myers 

W.  C.  Wetmore 

Wm.  B.  Nicholson 

Thomas  R.  Gedney 

John  Bubier 

Victor  M.  Randolph 

Joseph  Cutis,  jr 

Jacob  Crowninshield 

Frederick  Engle 

Thomas  S.  Browne 

A.  J.  D.  Browne. 

Jesse  Smith 

John  H.  Smith 

Francis  Sanderson 

John  Rudd 

Robert  Riche 

David  R.  Stewart 

AVm.  W.  McKcan 

Benjamin  Tallmadge,  jr 

Franklin  Buchanan 

Hubbard  H.  Hobbs 

Samuel  Mercer 

Charles  Lowndes 

Louis  M.  Goldsborough 

George  N.  Hollins 

Duncan  N.  Ingraham 

John  Marston,  jr 

Henry  Bruce 

Wm.  D.  Newman 

Henry  A.  Adams 

Alex'r  B.  Pinkham 

Wm.  H.  Homer 

James  D.  Knight 

John  Mattison 

AVilliamS.  Walker 

Alexander  Slidell 

James  G .  Boughan 

George  F.  Pearson 

Lieutenants — 209. 


January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 

January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 

January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 
January  13, 


1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1S25. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

South  Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

Maryland    

Tennessee 

South  Carolina 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

Kentucky 

New  York 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

New  York 

Maryland   

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts 

Virginia 

Maine 

Massachusetts    

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

New  York 

Maryland   

Rhode  Island 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Maryland    

South  Carolina 

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland    

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts    

Massachusetts   

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts    

Massachusetts    

South  Carolina 

New  Jersey 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 

Virginia 

New  Hampshire  .... 


Leave  of  absence. 
Furlough. 
Furlough. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
West  India  squadron. 
Cyane. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Mediterranean  squadron. 
West  India  squadron. 
Receiving  ship.  New  Y'ork. 
North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 
Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 
Leave  of  absence. 
West  India  squadron. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 
Furlough. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard.  New  Y'ork. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Philadelphia  Navy  yard. 
Constitution. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Grampus. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
West  India  squadron. 
West  India  squadron. 
West  India  squadron. 
Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 
Furlough. 

West  India  squadron. 
Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 
Mediterranean  squadron. 
j   Constellation. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 


Edward  Cutbush 

Samuel  R.  Marshall  . . 

Lewis  Heermann 

Jonathan  Cowdery  . . . . 

Robert  L.  Thorn 

Wm.  P.  C.  Barton.... 

George  Logan 

Robert  S.  Kearney  . . . 

Thomas  Harris , 

William  Turk 

Hyde  Ray , 

Walter  W.  Buchanan  . 

Gerard  Dayers 

Benjamin  P.  Kissam  . , 
John  A.  Kearney. . . . , 
Bailey  Washington  .  . 
Charles  B.  Hamilton . . 


January     16,  ] 

November  27,  1 

November  27,  " 

March  3,  : 

April  28,  ■ 

April  U,  ; 

July  28,  : 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

April 


Pennsylvania. . 
Pennsylvania. . 

Germany 

Massachusetts. 
New  York  . . . . 
Pennsylvania. . 
South  Carolina 

Ireland    

Pennsylvania. . 

New  York 

Maryland  . . . . 
New  Jersey  . . . 

Flanders  

New  York 

Ireland    

Virginia  


Navy  hospital,  Washington. 

Navy  hospital.  New  Y'ork. 

Navy  hospital.  New  Orleans. 

Norfolk  station. 

West  India  squadron. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina— unwe 

Washington  city — unwell. 

Navy  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Furlough. 

Rendezvous,  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean 

Marine  barracks,  H.  Q. 
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Naval  register  for  1826 — Surgeons — Continued. 


Date  of  commission. 


William  Swift 

Thomas  B.  Salter. 
Peter  Christie.... 
Samuel  Jackson  . . 
Andrew  B.  Cooke. 
John  H.  Gordon  . . 
Leonard  Osborne.. 
Thomas  Williamso 


Elnathan  Judson 

Benajah  Ticknor 

Mordecai  Morgan 

Thomas  J.  Boyd 

John^y.  Peaco 

William  Birchmore 

James  Cornick 

Charles  Chase 

William  D.  Babbit 

David  S .  Edwards 

Isaac  Hulse 

Alex'r  M.  Montgomery  .  ... 

Johns.  Wily 

Surgeons — 39. 


William  Belt 

Benjamin  A .  Wells 

James  Norris 

Thomas  V.  Wicsenthal 

.lames  R.  Boyce 

Richard  Stevens 

John  Fitzhugh,  jr 

AVm.  Williamson 

George  Terrill 

Edmund  L.  Dubarry 

Stephen  Rapalje 

John  Haslett 

Henry  W.  Bassctt 

Benjamin  R.  Tinslar 

Waters  Smith 

Cornelius  Moore 

Thomas  J.  Bradner 

Benjamin  F.  Bache 

Charles  B.  Jaudon 

Robert  P.  Macomber 

De  Witt  Birch 

Augustus  A.  Adee 

John  R.  Chandler 

Thomas  Dillard 

Augustin  P.   Beers 

Richard  Kennon 

John  H.  Imlay 

Wm.  A.  Browning 

James  M.Greene 

Gideon  White,  jr 

William  Plumstead 

George  W.  Codwiso 

John  Francis  Brooke 

Charles  Wayne 

Surgeons'  Mates- 


Isaac  Garretson 

Clements.  Hunt  .... 

Gwinn  Harris 

JohnH.  Carr 

Nathaniel  Lyde 

Samuel  Hambleton  . . 
Robert  C.  Ludlow..., 
John  B.  Timbcrlake. 
Thomas  I.  Chew.... 

Thomas  Shields 

Lewis  Deblois 

Francis  A.  Thornton 


April 
May 
April 
March 

lb, 

1814. 

V 

1816 

27, 

1818. 

March  27, 

1818. 

March  27, 

1818. 

March  27, 

1818. 

March  27, 

ISIS. 

March  27, 

1818. 

July 

10, 

1824. 

July 

10 

1824. 

July 
July 

10 

1824. 

July 

10 

1824. 

May 

2 

1825. 

May 

3, 

1825. 

May 

4 

1825. 

May 

5, 

1825. 

May 

6, 

1825. 

May 

7, 

1825. 

May 

9, 

1825. 

Massachusetts 
New  Jersey  . . . 
New  Jersey  . . . 

New  York 

New  York 

Pennsylvania. . 

Maryland    

Maryland    . . . . 

Maryland    

Massachusetts 

Vermont   

Pennsylvania   . 

Delaware 

Maryland    . . . . 

England    

Virginia 

Maine 


Massachusetts 
Connecticut  . . . 

New  York 

New  Jersey  . . . 
Maryland    


SURGEONS'  MATES. 


September  23, 

December    10, 

December    10, 

December    10, 

April  27, 

December    28, 

December    28, 

March  28, 

March  28, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

May 

May 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

Novo 


Nove 


26, 
26, 

12, 
13, 
14, 
15, 
ber  14, 
her  15, 
ber  16, 
ber    17, 


November 

January 

April 

May 
May 

May 
May 
August 


1811. 
1814. 
1814. 
1814. 
1816. 
1818. 
1818. 
1820. 
1820. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


Maryland    ■ 

Maryland    

New  Hampshire  ... 

Maryland    

Virginia 

New  York. 

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania ■ 

New  York 

South  Carolina  . . . . 

Maryland    

New  York 

Florida 

New  Y'ork 

New  York 

Pennsylvania  .... 
Pennsylvania  .... 

Rhode  Island   

New  York 

New  Y'ork 

District  of  Columbis 

Virginia 

New  York , 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Mississippi 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    , 

Pennsylvania ■ 

New  York 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 


April 


April 
April 


PURSERS. 

1812 Pennsylvania.. 

1812 Maryland    .... 

1812 Maryland   .... 

1812 England 

1812 Massachusetts 

1812 Maryland    .... 

1812 NewNork  .... 

1812 Virginia 

1812 Massachusetts 

1812 j  Delaware 

1812 Massachusetts 

1812 Virginia 


Rendezvous,  New  York. 

Pensacola. 

Constellation. 

Constitution. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  Now  York. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

Ontario. 

Hospital,  Gosport,  Virginia. 

Baltimore  rendezvous. 

Navy  hospital,  Washington. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

John  Adams. 

At  Mesurado. 

Brandy  wine. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Portsmouth,  New  Y'ork. 

Cyane. 

Navy  hospital.  New  York. 

Hornet. 

Receiving  ship.  New  Y'ork. 

Mediterranean  squadron. 


Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Baltimore  station. 

Navy  hospital,  Gosport,  Virginia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  United  States,  P.  0. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Navy  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Shark. 

Spark. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

Constitution. 

Cyane. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Porpoise. 

Constitution. 

John  Adams. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Grampus. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  hospital,  Gosport. 

Philadelphia  rendezvous. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Barrataria. 


West  India 
Brandywin 
Constellati( 
Brandywin' 
Constellatii 


Baltimore  station. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  acting  Navy  agent. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Philadelphia  station. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Frigate  Constitution,  Mediterranean. 


York  £ 


Not  on  duty. 
Not  on  duty. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
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Naval  regiMer  for  1826 — Pursers — Contiinied. 


James  M.  Halsoy 

Edward  Fitzgerald 

Alexander  P.  Darragh. 

Williams.  Rogers 

Samuel  P.  Todd 

GeiTge  Beale 

James  H.  Clark 

Joseph  Wilson 

Joseph  B.  Wilkinson... 

William  Sinclair 

John  N.  Todd 

Timothy  Winn 

William  M.  Sands 

Joseph  H.  Terry 

Thomas  Breeze 

Gardner  Thomas 

Ashton  Y.  Humphreys  . 

John  De  Bree 

Charles  0.  Handy 

Silas  Butler 

Edward  N.  Cox 

Nathaniel  H.  Perry 

John  N.  Hambleton.  . . . 

Joseph  Watson 

AVm.  McMurtrie 

Garret  R.  Barry 

William  P.  Zantzinger 
Daniel  McF.  Thornton 

Josiah  Colston 

Robert  Pottenger 


Pursers— 42. 


John  Cook 

Nathaniel  Andrews  . 

James  Brooks 

James  Everett 

Addison  Searle 

Burgess  Allison 

Cave  Jones 

John  M'Carty 

John  W.  Grier 

John  Addison 

Chapla 


John  M.  Sullivan. 


1825. 


Date  of  commission. 


James  T.  Gerry 

David  H.  Porter 

Wm.  H.  Campbell 

James  P.  Wilson 

James  E .  Calhoun 

Henry  D.  Scott 

Charles  W'ilkes,  jr , 

Elisha  Peck 

John  R.  Coxe,  jr 

A.  H.  Hopkinson 

Thomas  J.  Manning 

William  Foster 

William  L.  Howard 

William  P.  Piercy 

Midshipmen  passed  for  promotion- 


George  Adams 

Henry  J.  Auchmuty 

Isaac  H.  Abbott 

James  W.  Abbott... 


April  25, 

April  25, 

April  25, 

February  26, 

March  1, 

July  24, 

July  24, 

July  24, 

March  26, 

March  26, 

March  1 , 

May  17, 


22, 


December  29, 
December  29, 
December  29, 
March  28, 
March  28, 
May  26, 

May  26, 

May  26, 

January  15, 
August  2, 
December  30, 
May  28, 

July  16, 


1812.. 
1812.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1814.. 
1814.. 
1815.. 
1815.. 
1815.. 
1815.. 
1815.. 
1815.. 
1815., 
1817.. 
1817. 
1817. 
1820. 
1820. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1825. 
1825. 


New  York 

Pennsylvania 
Delaware  .... 
Rhode  Island. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  York 

Massachusetts  . . 
Kentucky  .  . . . 
Massachunetts.. 
Pennsylvania. . . 
Massachusetts   . 

New  York 

New  York  . 

Rhode  Island. . 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania. . 
New  Jersey  . . . 
Rhode  Island. . 

New  York 

New  York 

Rhode  Island. . 
Maryland  .  . . . 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania.  . 
Pennsylvania. . 
Pennsylvania. . 

Virginia  

Maryland  . . . . 
Maryland    . . . . 


York. 


CHAPLAINS. 


May  19, 

August  16, 
December  28, 
December  28, 


April 

March 

May 

March 

March 

March 


England 

England 

Virginia 

Massachusetts... 
New  Hampshire  . 
New  Jersey  . . .. . 

New  York 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    


North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Waiting  orders. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Charlestown  station. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

United  States,  PaciBc  ocean. 

Navy  yard,  New  York. 

Waiting  orders. 

New  Orleans. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  acting|Navy  agent. 

Waiting  orders. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Sackett's  Harbor. 

Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Receiving  ship,  Ne 
Brandy  wine. 
ErieJUediterranea 
John  Adams. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Ontario,  Medi* 
Grampus,  West  Indies. 
Spark,  West  Indies. 
Sh.ark,  West  Indies. 
Porpoise. 
Hornet. 


Not  on  duty. 

Leave  of  absence. 

New  York. 

Navy  yard,   Charlestown. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Constitution. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 


MIDSHIPMEN  PASSED  FOR  PROMOTION. 

March  1,1813 New  York New  York  station. 


December  20, 
August  4, 
May  30, 

January  1, 
May  30, 

May  30, 

January  1, 
March  4, 

July  4, 

Septemb'r25, 
January  I, 
February  4, 
January  10, 
March        15, 


Massachusetts. . 
Pennsylvania. . 
Maryland  .... 
Maryland  .... 
South  Carolina 

Maryland 

New  York 

Connecticut ... 
Pennsylvania.  . 
Pennsylvania. . 
New  Jersey  . . . 
New  Jersey  ... 
New  Jersey  . .. 
Pennsylvania. . 


MIDSHIPMEN. 


January 
May 
May 
May 


, 1818. 
.  1820. 
,  1820. 
,  1822 . 


Rhode  Island. 

Maine 

Michigan  . . . . 


Furlough. 

John  Adams. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Brandywine. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Porpoise. 

Shark. 

Cyane. 

Navy  yard,  Washington 


Grampus. 

Cyane. 

Leave  of  absence 

Constellation. 


*  There  are  several  midshipmen  whose  warrants  bear  date  previous  to  1st  January,  1818,  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  be 
examined,  and  who  will  be  placed  in  this  list  according  to  their  respective  merits  as  soon  as  an  examination  can  be  afforded  to  them. 
The  order  in  which  the  names  now  stand  will  therefore  probably  be  changed. 
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Kobert  W.  jilden 

Joseph  Arnold 

Charles  M.  Armstrong 

Garden  C.  Ashton 

Mark  T.Anderson.... 
William  H.  Alexander 


Samuel  Barron 

Russell  Baldwin 

Timothy  G.  Benham  ... 

Joseph  Bowman 

Archibald  R.  Bogardus 

Oscar  BuUus  .  •  ■' 

Abram  I.  Bennett 

George  S.  Blake 

Joshua  Barney 

Theodoras  Bailey,  jr. .. . 

Joseph  R.  Blake 

Thomas  MeK.  Buchanan 
Edward  B.  Bontwell... 

Joseph  R.  Brown 

John  E.  Bispham 

S.  M.  Breckenridge. .. . 
Edward  0.  Blanchard  . 

JohnC.  Banner 

Patrick  F.  Bradlce 

John  L.  Ball 

George  Briard 

Robert  L.  Browning  .... 

Henry  H.  Bell 

Edward  Boyd 

Junius  Boyle 

John  R.  Bryan 

Owen  Bums 

George  M.   Bache 

Thomas  Ballnc , 

Joshua  J    Boyd , 

Solomon  D.  Bctton 

Francis  Bartlett 

Simon  B.  Bissell 

John  M.  Berrien 

Thomas  W.  Brent 

James  Bradford 


Joseph  S.  Cornwell 

Joseph  S.  Cannon 

Charles  B.  Childs 

John  Addison  Carr 

Samuel  B.  Cocke , 

John  Cassin , 

John  Colhoun 

Thomas  T.  Craven 

C.  W.  Cbauncey 

William  C.  Carrington  . 

Horatio  N.  Cady 

Philander  F.  Canedy... 

Walter  C.  Cutts 

Jerome  Callan 

Frederick  Chatard 

Charles  Crillon    

John  B.  Cutting,  jr 

John  C.  Carter 

James  S.  Cosby 

Alfred  Cutler ^ 

Henry  A.  Chambers  ... 

Richard  S.  Coxo 

John  W.  Cox,  jr 


Samuel  F.  Dupont.. 
Albert  E.  Downes  .. 

Fitz  Allen  Deas  

Nathaniel  W.  Duke. 


May  1,  1822. 

March  4,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

December  9,  1823. 

January  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 


December    26,  1815. 

January         1,  1817. 

July 

January 

January 

January 

January 

November 

March 

July 

December 

December 

May 

September 
December 
March 


March 

August 

August 

August 

October 

December 

January 

January 

January 

January 

March 

March 

March 

March 


January 


4,  1817. 
1,  1818. 
1,  1818., 
1,  1818., 
1,  1818., 
3,  1818., 

3,  1819., 
10,  1819., 
1.3,  1819., 
15,  1819., 
10,  1820.. 

1,  1822.. 
1,  1822.. 

4,  1822.. 
4,  1823.. 
4,  1823.. 
4,  1823.. 

19,  1823.. 
27,  1823.. 

4,  1823.. 

1,  1824.. 

1,  1825.. 

1, 1825.. 

1,  1825. 

1,  1825.. 

1,  1825.. 


1,  1825... 
16,  1825... 


February     26,  1814. 

January 

July 

January 

November 

January 

May 

February 

March 

March 

March 

March 

November 

December 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

March 

March 


28,  1815. 
4,  1817. 
1,  1818. 

3.  1818. 
25,  1821. 

1,  1822. 
1,  1822. 
6,  1823. 

4,  1823. 
4,  1823. 
4,  1823. 
4,  1823. 

16,  1824. 
1,  1S24. 
1,  1825. 
1,  1825., 
1,  1825. 
1,  1825. 
1,  1825., 
1,  1825., 
1,  1825., 


Deccmbei 
January 
July 

May 


29,  1815. 
1,  1818. 
4,  1821. 
1,  1822. 


New  Hampshire 

Georgia   , 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Tennessee    , 

Pennsylvania. ... 


inuary  1,1812.... 

ay  17,1813 

ovcmber    30,  1814 

aly  8,  1815 


Virginia 

New  York  . . , . 
Connecticut  ... 
Pennsylvania. . 
New  York.  ... 
District  of  Colu 

Delaware 

Massachusetts 
Maryland    .... 


York . 


District  of  CoIuD 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Pennsylvania. .. 

Kentucky    

Mississippi    

New  York 

Massachusetts    . 


New  Hampshii 
Kentucky  ... 
North  Carolinj 
New  York  ... 
Maryland    ... 

Georgia 

North  Carolina 
Pennsylvania. 

Tennessee 

Michigan  .. . . 


Massachusetts    

Vermont    

Georgia 

District  of  Columbia. 
Louisiana    


New  York 

Delaware 

New  York 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Pennsylvania. .. 
Pennsylvania. . . 
District  of  Colui 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 
New  Hampshire 
Vermont    


Pennsylvan 
Maryland  . 
Pennsylvar 

Kentucky. 


Indiana 

North  Caroli] 
New  Jersey  . 


New  Jersey 

Massachusetts., 
South  Carolina  , 
Kentucky   


Grampus. 

Constitution. 

Constitution. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Pensacola. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Frigate  Erandywine. 

Leave  of  ahscnco. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

New  Y'ork  station. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Shark. 

*Peacock. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Ontario. 

New  York  station. 

United  States. 

John  Adams. 

North  Carolina  74,  MediterrancaD. 

Mediterranean  squadron. 

United  States. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

West  India  squadron. 

West  India  squadron. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

United  States. 

Peacock. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Brandywine. 

We,it  India  squadron. 

Corvette  Cyane. 

Brandywine. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

West  India  squadron. 

Brandywine. 

Waiting  orders. 

West  India  squadron. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

West  India  squadron. 

Erie. 

United  States. 

United  States. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Constellation. 

Cyane. 

United  States. 

Cyane. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Brandywine. 

Spark. 

New  Orleans. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Hornet. 

Porpoise. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 
United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 
John  Adams. 
Erie. 


1826.] 


NAVAL    REGISTER. 


451 


Naval  register  for  IS 
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Thomas  Dimmock.  . 

John  A.  Davis 

John  Doyle 

Charles  H.  Davis.. 
Charles  H.  Duryee . 
Ezra  T.  Doughty  . . 
Joseph  0.  Devezin  . 
JaraesF.  Duncan.. 
John  C.  Davidson. . 


E. 


Henry  Etting 

Henry  Eagle,  jr 

Francis  B.  Ellison 

William  B.  Everett 

Alexander  H.  Edwards. 
Thos.  Octs.  L.  Elwyn.. 


Lewis  C.  F.  Fatio  . 
Andrew  H.  Foot... 
Ebenezer  Farrand  . 
Arch'd  B.  Fairfax. 
Eobert  Fitzhugh . . . 
Timothy  B.  Field.. 


William  Green 

AlexrG.  Gordon 

William  M.  Glendy... 

Charles  W.  Gay 

John  Graham 

Sylvanus  Godon 

Farnifold  Green 

Alex'r  Gibson 

John  J.  Glasson 

Guert  Gansevoort 

Israel  S.  Griffin 

William  F.  Grymes  .. 
Helmuth  J.  Gaedicke. 
James  B.  Glentworth  . 
John  R.  Goldsborough 

John  Graham 

Arch'd  M.  Green 


H. 


Levy  M.  Harby 

William  L.  Hudson  . . 

Lucius  C.  Ileylen 

Stern  Humphreys 

Andrew  A.  Harwood. 
Charles  E.  Hawkins  . 

John  Hamilton 

James  T.  Homans  . . . 

Cary  H.  Hansford 

PaulH.  Hayoe 

Jefferson  Hansford  . . . 

Thomas  J.  Harris 

William  W.  Hunter. . 
John  W.  Hunt.jr.  ... 
Samuel  F.  Hazard... 

Edward  Hoban 

Neil  McHowison   .... 

E.  H.  Hubbard 

John  E.  Holt 

Charles  P.  C.  Harrisoi 
William  C.  Homes  ... 
William  E.  Hunt.... 

Henry  Hoff 

Horatio  M.  Houston  . 

George  M.  Hooe 

Charles  G.  Hunter  . . . 
William  A.  Howard.. 

John  S.  Hart 

Robert  B.  Hitchcock. 


4,  1823. 


March 
March  4,  1823. 

June  17,  1823. 

August  12,  1823. 
August  *  19,  1823. 
May  3,  1824. 

October  16,  1824. 
November  12,  1825. 
November   22,  1825. 


Massachusetts. 
North  Carolina 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

New  York 

New  York 


Pennsylvania 

District  of  Columbia  . 


January  1,  1818. 

January  1,  1818. 

May  28,  1819. 

February  1, 1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

September  24,  1825. 


March  8,  1822. 

December  4,  1822. 

March  4,  1823. 

August  4,  1823 

January  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 


Maryland 
New  York. 
New  York . 
Maryland  . 
Michigan  . 
New  Hamp 


Pennsylvania 
Connecticut  .. 


January 

1 

1818 

January 

1 

1818 

January 

1 

1818 

October 

2r 

1818 

February 

27 

1819 

March 

4 

1819 

May 

1 

1822 

July 

4 

1822 

February 

1 

1823 

March 

4 

1823 

March 

4 

1823 

March 

4 

1823 

August 

19, 

1823. 

August 

19, 

1823. 

November 

16, 

1824. 

January 

1, 

1825. 

March 

1, 

1825. 

New  York . . . 
Connecticut  . 


Virginia 

District  of  Columbia 

Virginia 

Massachusetts    .... 

Kentucky   

Pennsylvania 

I  North  Carolina  .... 


January 

January 

January 

March 

July 

December 

May 

May 

December 

May 

May 

January 

February 

February 

March 

March 

Juno 

August 

October 

October 

May 

October 

November 

January 

January 

January 


New  York 

New  York 

Maryland 

Virginia 

West  Indies 

Pennsylvania 

District  of  Columbi: 

Connecticut 

Virginia 


1,  1818. 

4,  1818. 

4,  1818. 

3,1819. 
10,  1820. 
10,  1820. 

4,  1821. 

1,  1822. 

1,  1822. 

1,  1822. 

1,  1823. 

1,  1823. 

1,  1823. 

4,  1823. 

4,  1823. 

4,  1823. 
25,  1823. 
28;  1823. 
28,  1823. 
12,  1824. 
21,  1824. 
16,  1824. 

1,  1825. 

1,  1825 

I,  1825, 


South  Carolina  , 

New  York , 

Pennsylvania. . . 

New  York 

j  Pennsylvania. . . 

I  New  York , 

j  New  York 

Massachusetts    . 

I  Virginia 

I  South  Carolina  . 

I  Virginia 

I   Pennsylvania. .  ■ 

Louisiana 

Kentucky    

Rhode  Island.., 

District  of  Colut 

Virginia 

Maine 

Virginia 

j  West  Indies.... 

Massachusetts  .. 

New  Jersey  . . . . 

South  Carolina  . 

Pennsylvanift. .. 

Virginia 

New  Jarsey  . . . . 

Maine 

Kentucky    

Connecticut  . . . . 


Leave  of  absence. 

Brandywine. 

Spark. 

United  States. 

Erie. 

Brandywine. 

Constellation. 

Cyane. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Erie. 

Porpoise. 

Furlough. 

Constitution. 


Leave  of  absence. 
Peacock, 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence, 

Cyane. 

Charlestown  Navy  yard. 

Leave  of  absence, 

Erie. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Brandywine. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Constellation. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Constitution. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Porpoise. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

John  Adams. 

Grampus. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Constitution. 

Navy  yard,  New  York. 

Sloop  Boston, 

Leave  of  absence, 

Brandywine, 

Brandywine. 

Peacock. 

Peacock. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Furlough. 

Peacock. 

Constitution. 

Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Constellation. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Spark. 

Peacock. 

United  States. 

Brandywine. 

North  Carolina  74. 

North  Carolina  74. 

North  Carolina  74. 

Charlestown  Navy  yard. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Shark. 
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Date  of  commission. 


Birth  pl&cc. 


George  Hurst  

Pleasant  M.  Huie 

Mark  Hale 

Timothy  A.  Huntt 

MlUiamF.  Hooe 

Kobert  Monroe  llairison. 

George  Izard,  jr 

Jonathan  Ingersoll 

Harry  Ingersoll  

William  F.  Irving 

Andrew  M.  Irwin 

J. 

Kichard  A.  Jones 

Joshua  H.  Justin 

Robert  W.  Jones 

Zachariah  F.  Johnston  .. 

Charles  H.  Jackson 

Kinsey  Johns   

Robert  Jones 

John  T.  Jenkins 

Stephen  Johnston 

Joseph  W.  Jarvis 

William  J.  Jenkins 

K. 

William  H.  Kennon 

Stephen  P.  Kingston . . . . 
C.  H.A.  H.  Kennedy... 

Augustus  H.  Kilty 

Francis  Key 

Lewis  G.  Keith 

Thomas  J.  Leib 

Arthur  Lewis 

Andrew  K.  Long 

JohnH.  Little 

William  F.  Lynch 

James  L.  Lardncr 

Edward  S.  Lewis 

Samuel  Lockwood 

Sidney  Smith  Lee 

N.  C.  Lawrence 

William  Leggett 

James  B.  Lardner 

William  B.  Lyno 

Robert  J.  Livingston  . . . . 

Joshua  W.  Larkin 

Joseph  Lanman 

William  Lindsay 

William  P.  Livingston  . . 
Samuel  Phillips  Lee 

M. 
Humphrey  A.  H.  Morris 

George  A.  Magrudcr 

John  Marshall 

Alexander  M.  Mull 

Charles  V.  Morris  

Henry  W.  Morris 

John  Manning 

Richard  D.  Millen 

Richard  R.  McMullen  . . 

John  W.  Mooers 

Richard  H.  Morris 

JohnH.  Marshall 

Francis  Mallory 

Alexander  II.  Mitchell.. 

Charles  H.  McBlair 

William  M.  A.  Moore... 

Samuel  Evans  Munn 

Albert  McDaniel 

Murray  Mason 


January  1,1825. 

January  ],  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

August  1,  1825. 
November    9,  1825. 

January  1,  1818. 

March  4,1823. 

February  28,  1821. 

January  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

June  18,  1812. 
November  30,  1811. 

January  1,  1818. 


Pennsylvania 
North  Carolii 
Vermont  . . . 
Connecticut . 

Sweden    


Pennsylvania 
Connecticut  . 
Pennsylvania. 


ary 


1818 


March  4,  1818. 

January  1,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

January  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 


Delaware 

Rhode  Island. 

New  York 

Maryland    

Georgia 

Maryland    ... 

Louisiana    

New  York .... 

Ohio  

North  Carolina 
Pennsylvania. 


January  1,  IH17. 

January  1,  1817. 

February  10,  1819. 

July  4,1821. 

May  15,  1823. 

July  1,  1825. 


Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

Maryland    

District  of  Columbia  . 
Virginia  


September 

January 

January 

January     2 
May  1 

May  1 

Jtily  1 

December  3 
May 

December 
December 
March 
April  1 

December 

March 
November  2 


January 

August 

May 

May 

May 

May 


Pennsylv 


1817. 


1818 Maryland    .. 

1818 Maryland    .. 

1819 Virginia.... 

1820 Pennsylvanii 

.1820 Connecticut. 


1820. 
1820. 
1822. 
1822. 


1824. 
1824. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


1819. 
1820. 
1820. 


May 
M,ay 

[  May 
1  March 
March 
August 

August 


,  1S20. 
, 1822. 


1823. 
1823. 


November  14,  1823. 


Connecticut 

Virginia 

New  York 

Illinois 

Pennsylvania. . . . 
North  Carolina  . . 

New  York 

New  Hampshire  . 
Connecticut  .... 

Alabama  

New  York 


England 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Maryland    

New  York 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

Georgia 

New  York 

New  York 

Vermont 

Tennessee 

Maryland    

Virginia 

New  York 

District  of  Columbia  . 
District  of  Columbia  . 


Philadelphia  Navy  yard. 

Hornet. 

Navy  yard,  Cbarlestown. 

Navy  yard,  Chariestovra. 

Hornet. 

Porpoise. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Brandywine. 

Brandywine. 

Brandywine. 

Brandywine. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

New  York  station. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Grampus. 

Brandywine. 

Cyane. 

Constitutioo. 

Constellation. 

Hornet. 

Cyane. 


United  States. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

West  India  squadron. 

John  Adams. 

Porpoise. 

Philadelphia. 

Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Constellation. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Brandywine. 

Brandywine. 

Cyane. 

Constellation. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

United  States. 

New  York  station. 

West  India  squadron. 

Constellation. 

Constellation. 
New  York  station. 


Cyane. 

Waiting  orders. 
Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 
Mediterranean  squadr 

Constitution. 

Peacock. 

Constitution. 

Constellation. 

Cyane. 

Constitution. 

Constitution. 

Furlough. 

Hornet. 

United  States. 

United  States. 

Ontario. 

United  States. 

Ontario. 
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Date  of  commission. 


April  21,  1824 

June  27,  1824 

July  14,  1824 

November  16,  1824 
December  1,  1824 
January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
February  1,  1825, 
February  1,  1825 
March  1,  1825, 

March  1,  1825, 

March  1,  1825, 

November25,  1825, 

September  1,  1811, 
June  6,  1815, 

August  30,  1816, 
May  10,  1820, 

May  10,  1820. 

December  13,  1823, 
May  27,  1824, 

January       1,  1825, 

July  26,  1820. 

January  1,  1825. 
March  1,  1825. 

November  30,  1814. 
May  30,  1816. 

March  1,  1817. 

January  1,  1818. 
January  1,  1818. 
November  3,  1818. 
November  3,  1818. 
March  19,  1819. 
Novemberl2,  1819. 
May  1,  1822. 

May  1,  1822. 

November  22,  1822. 
January  1,  1823. 
January  1,  1825. 
March  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

April  12,  1825. 

July  4,  1805. 

June  18,  1812. 

July  4,  1817. 

January  1,  1818. 

March  4,  1819. 

May  10,  1820. 
September  6,  1821. 

May  1,  1822. 

February  1,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

March  4,  1823. 

August  19,  1823. 

January  1,  1825. 

January  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

March  1,  1825. 

October  24,  1825. 

November  9,  1813. 
NovemberSO,  1814. 
July  4,  1817. 

January  1,  1818. 
November  3,  1818. 
March        24,  1819. 


Maryland    

South  Carolina 

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania 

Alabama  

Florida 

Tennessee    

Maine 

Kentucky    

New  York 


New  York. 
Virginia.  . 
Maryland. 


Georgia.  . . 
Kentucky. 


Constellation. 

Constellation. 

Constellation. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean, 

Brandywine. 

West  India  squadron. 

Hornet. 

West  India  squadron. 

Brandywine. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Brandywine. 

Constitution. 


Receiving  ship,  Ne 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 


North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 
West  India  squadron. 


New  Y'ork . . . . 
Pennsylvania. 
New  York.... 


Connecticut  . 

Maine 

Virginia.... 


New  Jersey 
Maryland  . , 
Maryland  ., 
Delaware  . .  , 


Brandyv 

Cyane. 

Brandyv 


Waiting  orders. 

Constitution. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Furlough. 

Waiting  orders. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

United  States. 

New  York  station. 


New  York Waiting  orders. 


Vermont 


Cons 


Hampshire Leave  of  absence. 


Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts   

New  Jersey 

Massachusetts 

New  Hampshire 

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia  . . . . 


Pennsylvania.  . 
Massachusetts 
Maryland  . . . . 
Pennsylvania. . 
Maryland  . . . . 
District  of  Colu 

Virginia 

Rhode  Island.. 

Maryland    .... 

Ohio 

Missouri    

New  York  . . . . 
Massachusetts . 
Pennsylvania  . 
Maine    

Ohio   


New  York , 

New  Hampshire 
New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts   . 

Virginia 

Maryland   . 


United  States. 

Brandywine. 

New  York. 

John  Adams. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Brandywine. 

Peacock. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

United  States. 

Constellation. 

Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Constitution. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Peacock. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

West  India  squadron. 

Cy.ane. 

John  Adams. 

Charlestown  Navy  yard. 

Brandywine. 

Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Waiting  orders. 

Surveying  Florida  coast. 

Waiting  orders. 

North  Carolina  74,  Meditorranean. 

Constellation. 

North  Carolina  74. 
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Naval  register  for  1826— Midshipmen— Continued. 


Date  of  commission. 


Birth  place. 


Duty. 


Thompson  D.  Shaw  . .. 

Samuel  Swartwout 

Thomas  Sands 

Joseph  Stallings 

Samuel  W.  Stockton  .. 

Sanford  A.  Street 

David  M.  Stokes 

Francis  Stone 

Edward  Schermerhorn. 
William  J.  Slidell.... 

Philip  A.  Stockton 

Arthur  Sinclair,  jr.... 

William  Smith 

Henry  Skinner,  jr 

Grey  Skipwith 

Augustus  R.  Strong... 

Lloyd  L.  Spilman 

Jonathan  W.  Swift  .  .. 

Cary  W.  Seldcn 

James  Southard 

James  B.  Sullivan.... 

John  C.  Sharp 

Benjamin  S.  Slye 

N.  G.  C.  Slaughter  ... 
James  F.  Schenck.   .. 


William  B.  G.  Taylor. 
Alexander  Thompson. . 
John  Leeds  Thomas.  .■ 

Griffen  Tompkins 

EliasC.  Taylor 

Kobert  D.  Thorburn  .. 

Charles  C.  Turner 

Edward  G.  Til  ton 

Henry  K.  Thatcher  . .. 
Benjamin  J.  Totten... 

John  W.  Turk 

Peter  Turner    

Charles  A  Thompson  . 
Bushrod  W.  Turner... 

Alfred  Taylor 

Paul  H.  Trapier 

William  D.  B.  Trotter 
Henry  Tooley 


U. 


George  P.  Upshur. 
Richard  R.  Usher. 


James  K.  Yallette  . . 
G.J.  Van  Brunt  . .. 
Alexander  Van  Dyke 
H.  H.  Van  Renssclae 
Edward  M.  Vail.... 
Pedro  Oarriera  Valde 


W. 

Wm.  S.  J.Washington. 
Clement  S.  Whittington 
William  G.  Woolsey  ... 

Dudley  Walker 

John  W.  West 

William  C.  Whittle.... 

Hampton  Westeott 

George  J.  Willard 


M.  Ws 


James  H.  Ward 

Gabriel  G.  Williamson 

T.  M.  Washington 

Charles  E.  Wadsworth 
Dudley  G.  Woodbridge 
William  J.  Wiswall... 
Thomas  S.  Wayne  .... 


May 
May 
May 
May 
December 

May 

May 

May 

January 

February 

March 

March 

March 
June 

August 

November 

November 

December 

January 

March 

March 

July 


February 
October 

July 
January 
March 
May 

March 

March 

March 

March 

August 

October 

January 

January 


1821. 
1822. 
1822. 
1822. 
1822. 


1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1823. 
1824. 
1824. 
1824. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Maryland    

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Kentucky    

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee 

Ohio  

Virginia 

Massachusetts 

Virginia 

New  Jersey - 

Massachusetts 

District  of  Columbia 

Ohio 


13,  1815 J  North  Caroli: 

New  York  .. 
Maryland  .. . 
New  York  . , 
New  Jersey  . 


1819. 
1820. 
1820. 
1822. 
1823. 
1823. 
,1823. 
18J3. 
1823. 
1824. 


Delaware 
Maine  ... 
Ohio   


New  York  . . . . 
Rhode  Island. 
Maryland  . . . . 


1825 Virginia  . 


uary 


January 


April 
March 


January 

May 
December 


1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


South  Carolii 
Kentucky    . 


23,  1818 Vii 

4,  1823 Ne 


1,  1815 Pennsylvania.. 

1,  1818 j  New  Jersey... 

10,  1820 Tennessee 

10,  1820 1  New  York 

1,  1821 ]  District  of  Colu 

16,  1823 ',  Chili 


February  5,  1812. 

June  18,  1812. 

January  1,  1817. 

May  8,  1818. 

November  3,  1818. 

May  10,  1820. 

Miiy  10,  1820. 


February 

March 

June 

October 

December 

January 

January 

January 


1821. 
1824. 
1825. 
1825. 
1825. 


Maryland 

Pennsylvania  . 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania. . 

Virginia 

New  Jersey  . . . 

Ohio 

Virginia 

Connecticut  . . . 

Virginia 

Maryland    

District  of  Colu 
Massachusetts. 

New  York 

Georgia 


Philadelphia. 

New  York  station. 

Furlough. 

West  India  squadron. 

United  States. 

Ontario,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

West  India  squadron. 

United  States. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Constitution. 

Leave  of  absence. 

West  India  squadron. 

Spark. 

New  York. 

United  States. 

Peacock. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Cyane. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Constellation. 

Hornet. 


Furlough. 

New  York  station. 

Furlough. 

Norfolk  station. 

Waiting  orders. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Constitution. 

New  York  station. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

Mediterranean  squadron. 

Constellation. 

Cyane. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

New  York  station. 

Mediterranean  squadron. 

Constellation. 

West  India  squadron. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 
Furlough. 

West  India  squadron. 

West  India  squadron. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Pacific  squadron. 

Leave  of  absence. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

Receiving  ship  Alert. 

Waiting  orders. 

New  York  station. 

Rendezvous,  Charlestown. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Hornet. 

Sloop  Erie,  Mediterranean. 

West  India  squadron. 

Peacock. 

Constitution,  Mediterranean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Shark. 

Sloop  Boston. 


West  India  squadron. 
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Naml  register  for  1826 — Midshipmen — Continued. 


Bate  of  commi.ssion. 


Edward  Worthington March  1,  1825. 

John  T.  Wallace March  1,1825. 

George  B.  Wingcrd March  1,1825. 

JohnWeems March  1,1825. 

John  Wm.  Willis May  1,1825. 

JohnC.Winans July  1,1825. 

BezaleelWclls,  jr July  1,1825. 

Alexander  W.  Wilson    November  22,1825. 

William  W.  Whetcroft 


Kentucky   

Indiana 

District  of  Columbia 
District  of  Columbia 


William  Knight  ..   .. 

Edward  Barry   

Jonathan  D.  Ferris  .  . 

Lewis  B.  Page 

Salvadore  Catalano. . . 

Augustus  Ford 

Daniel  Jones 

Biscoo  S.  Doxey 

Abram  B.  Bloodgood. 

Robert  Knox 

James  B.  Potts 

William  Vaugh.in  . . . 

Marmadukc  Dove 

Daniel  Dobbins 

Cornelius  Bennett.  - . . 
Charles  F.  Waldo.... 

John  Clough 

F.  H.  Ellison 

Francis  Mallaby 

Nathaniel  Stoodly  ... 

Thomas  Rutter 

Joseph  Lindsay 


William  T.  Malbone 
Samuel  C.  Hixon. . 


D.  S.  Stellwagen 

James  Ferguson 

Robert  S.  Tatem 

Philips.  Meyer 

Joseph  Williston 

Richard  Dealy 

William  Miller 

Nahum  Warren 

Henry  Worthington 

John  Carlton 

A.  Cunningham 

John  Robinson 

James  Tewksbury 

Peter  Carson 

JohnQuin 

A.  W.  Macomb 

S .  J.  Dusenberry 

N.  A.  Prentiss 

Jacob  Mull 

Sailing  masters— 43. 


Edward  Linscott.. 

David  Eaton 

Thomas  R.  Smith 

John  Woods 

James  Banks 

Eli  Dill 

James  Evans 

William  Smith  . . . 
Simon  Jordan  .... 


James  Thayer 

David  Wesley 

John  Ball 

Boatswains— 13. 


Ohio 


Maryland 


Thomas  H.  Yeatman May 

John  Young March 

Alexander  K.  Yancey April 


1,  1822. 

4,  1823 j  Pennsylv: 

1,  1825 I  Virginia. 

SAILING  MASTERS. 


October 

2,  1799 

February 

28,  1809 

February 

28,  1809 

March 

9,  1809 

August 

9,  1809 

March 

28,  1810 

May 

8,1812 

June 

24,  1812 

Juno 

25,  1812 

July 

20,  1812 

July 

24,  1812 

August 

22,1812 

August 

29,  1812 

September 

16,  1812 

December 

9,1812 

March 

10,  1813 

July 

3,  1813 

July 

3,  1813 

July 

3,1813 

August 

14,1813 

November 

9,  1813 

March 

17,  1814 

April 

4,  1814 

April 

30,1814 

May 

14,1814 

May 

27,1814 

July 

21,  1814 

November 

18,  1814 

November 

26,  1814 

December 

6,  1814 

January 

28,  1815 

February 

6,  1815 

May 

2,  1815 

July 

4,  1815 

November 

15,  181S 

November 

27,1815 

December 

14,  1824 

November 

1,  1816 

November 

1,  1816 

July 

25,  1818 

Juno 

2,  1821 

January 

22,1823 

August 

5,  1825 

Pennsylvania.  .. 

Ireland 

New  York 

Virginia 

Sicily 

South  Carolina  . 

England 

Maryland 

New  York 

Massachusetts   . 

England 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania. .. . 
Massachusetts... 
Massachusetts .  • . 
Massachusetts.. 

England 

New  Y'^ork 

New  Hampshire 

Maryland    

Massachusetts    . 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts. .. 
Pennsylvania. .. 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Massachusetts   . 

Ireland 

Scotland    

New  Hampshire 

Maryland 

Massachusetts  . 
South  Carolina  . 
Massachusetts... 
Massachusetts... 
Pennsylvania. .. . 
Pennsylvania.  .. 

New  York 

New  York 

Massachusetts*. 
Maryland 


BOATSWAINS. 


March 
August 
November 
July 

June 

January 

January 

October 

December 

April 

June 

October 


,  1809 

Massachusetts 

,  1811 

Pennsylvania 

,  1814 

New  York     .... 

,  1815 

New  Jersey  .... 

,  1817 

,  1818   

NewYork 

,  1819 

Massachusetts 

,  1819 

,1819  .... 

Maine 

Maryland 

,  1822 

New  York 

,  1822 

Norfolk  station. 
Constellation. 

Grampus. 
Brandy  wine. 
Porpoise. 


Niivy  yard,  Norfolk. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Store  ship.  Decoy. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

New  Orleans. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Sacketfa  Harbor. 

Steam  frigate,  Fulton. 

Baltimore  station. 

New  York  station. 

N.avy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Sacketfs  Harbor. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Waiting  orders. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Receiving  ship,  New  Y'ork. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  Y'ork. 

Furlough. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Cyane. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Furlough. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Furlough. 

Philadelphia. 

Leave  of  absence. 

New  York  station. 

United  States,  Pacific  ocean. 

Norfolk  station. 

Boston  station. 

Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

North  Carolina  74,   Mediterranean. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

Ohio  74,  New  Y'ork. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Frigate  Constellation, 


Na\'y  yard,   Gosport. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

New  York  station. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

New  Y^ork  station. 

Leave  of  absence. 

United  States,  Pacific  oces 

Corvette  Cyane. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  Ne 

Sloop  Ontario. 

Grampus. 

John  Adams. 

Constitution. 


456 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  274. 


Nat-al  register  for  1826 — Continued. 
GUNNERS. 


George  Marshall 

George  Jackson 

Stephen  .Tones 

Thomas  Barry 

James  Bogman 

John  Lord 

John  Blight 

Samuel  Hebberd 

Walter  Cochran  

Thomas  Stanley 

Joseph  Andrews 

Asa  Curtis 

Gunners — 12. 

Richard  Thomas 

Zacchcus  R.  Fuller 

John  Snider 

Nehemiah  Parker 

William  E.  Sheffield 

John  Justice 

Samuel  Phillips  

Thomas  Armstrong 

John  Fisher 

Isaac  White — acting 

Carpenters — 10 

Charles  Cassell 

William  Baldwin 

Henry  Van  Voorhees 

Benj'n  B.  Burchstead 

Isaac  Hall 

Nathans.  Angell 

James  R .  Childs 

Nathaniel  B.  Peed 

Amos  Lewis 

Sailmakers— 9. 


July  15,  1809 

February  2,  1810 
May  6,  181.S 

July  2,  1814 

December  14,  1815 
June  17,  1817 

May  3,  1821 

January  23,  1822 
Juno  8,  1822 

August  16,  1823 
November  24,  1823 
March  1,  1825 


CARPENTERS. 
January     22,  1814. 
April  12,  1815 . 

January  1,  1818, 
January  27,  1827 
April  8,  1820 

December  12,  1820 
May  24,  1821 

Juno  17,  1822 

March  20,  1823 
November  29,  1825 


North  Carolina  . 

New  York 

Pennsylvania.  .. 
Rhode  Island  . . 
Massachusetts  . 
New  York 


North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

New  Orleans. 

Steam  frigate,  Fulton. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Constitution. 

Navy  yard,  Brooklyn. 

Erie,  Mediterranean. 

Hornet. 

West  India  squadron. 

Cyane. 

Navy  yard,  Charleston. 


Constitution. 

Massachusetts Boston  station. 

Pennsylvania John  Adams. 

Massachusetts Charlestown  navy  yard. 

Connecticut ;  New  York  station. 

New  Jersey Erie  station. 

New  Jersey i  Leave  of  absence. 

Pennsylvania '  North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Virginia I  Waiting  orders. 

!  Frigate  Constellation. 


SAILMAKERS. 


September  27,  1813. 
May  21,  1817. 


August 

April 

April 

Juno 

June 

October 

January 


11,  1819. 
5,  1821. 


1,  1822. 
8,  1822. 


North  Carolina  . 


Massachusetts . 

Maryland 

Connecticut  ... 
Maryland    . . . . 

Virginia 

Massachusetts 


Navy  yard,  Washington. 


•  orde 


Sloop  Peacock,  Pacific  ocean. 

Waiting  orders. 

North  Carolina  74,  Mediterranean. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Sloop  Hornet. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Frigate  Constellation. 


MARINE  CORPS. 


Date  of— 

Birth  place. 

Commission. 

Brevet  rank. 

Station. 

Arch-d  Henderson.  Lt.  Col.  Com't 

October       17,  1820. 

Virginia 

Head-quarters. 

R.  Smith,  Lt.  Colonel  by  brevet. I  March  13,  1812. 

R.  D.Wainwright,  Major  by  brevet   September  29,  1812. 
M'm.  Anderson,  Major  by  brevet.    Juno  18,  1814. 

Samuel  Miller,  Major  by  brevet..    June  18,  1814. 


John  M.  Gamble,  Major  by  broveti  J^ 


Samuel  E.  Watson 

William  H.  Freeman 

Joseph  L.  Kuhn,  Paymaster 
Charles  R.  Broom .. 

Captains— 9. 


March 
July 


Juno 


17,  1821. 
28,  1823. 
7,  1824. 


CAPTAINS 
March  3, 

March  3, 

March 
August 
April 


3,  1825. 

3,  1823. 

3,  1825. 
24,  1814. 
19,  1816. 


Maryland 

South  Carolina 
Pennsylvania. . 
Massachusetts 

Virginia 

Connecticut  ... 
Maryland  . . . . 
Delaware 


Levi  TwiggS;  Captain  by  brevet.. 

John  Harris,  Captain  by  brevet..    June 

Thomas  A.  Linton I  April 

Richard  T.  Auchmuty |  April 

James  Edolin  April 

P.  G.  Howie,  Adjutant  and  Ins.    April 
Elijah  J.  Weed,  Quartermaster..    March 

Joseph  C.  Hall March 

William  W.  Dulany '  June 

Thomas  S.  English !  August 

Thomas  B.  Barton October 

George  W.  Walker !  March 


FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 
14.1  March 


3,  1825. 
3,  1825. 


18,  1817. 
18,  1817. 
18,  1817. 

18,  1817. 
3,  1819. 
3,  1819. 

19,  1819. 
11,  1819. 
17,  1820. 

3,  1821. 


Georgia 

Virginia 

Rhode  Island  

Maryland    

Virginia "j 

Pennsylvania I 

Maryl.and    ! 

District  of  Columbia 

Massachusetts    

Pennsylvania 

District  of  Columbia 


Commanding  at  New  York. 
Commanding  at  Charlestown- 
Commanding  at  Norfolk. 
Commanding  at  Philadelphia. 
Commanding-  at  Portsmouth. 
Navy  yard,  Washington. 
New  York. 
Head-quarters. 
North  Carolina,  Mediterranean. 


Frigate  Constellation. 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Gosport,  Virginia. 

On  furlough. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Head-quarters. 

Mediterranean. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
On  recruiting  service. 
New  York. 


1826. 
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Naval  register  for  1826 — First  Lieutenants — Continued. 


Date  of— 

Namfs. 

Commission. 

Brevet  rank. 

July             20,  1821. 
September  17,  1821. 
October        .30,1821. 
January       21,  1822. 
May             27,  1822. 
October          6,  1822. 
April               2,  1823. 

V    ■  ■                 ' 

Gosport,  Virginia. 
Portsmouth. 

New  York 

-ffard  Marston 

Massachusetts    

Indiana 

On  furlough. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Philadelphia. 

Corvette  Cyane. 

South  Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

New  York 

September  26,  1823. 
March             8,  1824. 
October          1,  1824. 
December      1,  1824. 



New  Jersey 

Louisiana    

Sloop  Peacock. 
New  York 

aiaue              j 

New  York 

First  Lieutenants— 2.3. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Names. 


Date  of  commission. 


rth  pla 


Station. 


Richard  Douglass* 

JobG.  Williams 

Charles  F.  Spering 

Alvin  Edson 

Horatio  N.  Crahb 

Henry  B.  Tyler 

Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy 

George  F.  Lindsay 

William  A.  Randolph 

LandonN.  Carter  

JohnG.  Reynolds 

Henry  W.  Fowler 

William  T.  Bourne 

James  D.  Burnbam 

Frederick  Thomas 

Francis  C.  Hall 

Constantine  Smith 

Second  Lieutenants — 17. 


7,  1822 


April 
July 
May 


July 
July 
July 


7,  1822... 

7,  1822... 

7,  1S22... 

3,  1823... 

3,  1823... 

1,  1823... 
30,  1823... 
26,  1824... 
26,  1824... 
26,  1824.. 

5,  1824... 

1,  1825... 
5,  1825... 


August     27,  1825. 


Pennsylvania  . 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania   . 

Vermont    

Pennsylvania   . 

Virginia 

New  York 

South  Carolina 

Virginia 

New  Jersey  . . . 
New  York  . .  . 
Massachusetts. 
New  York  .... 

Vermont 

Maryland  . . . . 
Ireland 


Sloop  Hornet. 

Philadelphia. 

Sloop  Ontario. 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

North  Carolina  74. 

New  York. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 

Branlywine. 

Constellation. 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Head-quarters. 

Gosport,  Virginia. 

Head-quarters. 

Head-quarters. 

Philadelphia. 

Head-quarters. 


NAVY  AGENTS. 


AVhen  appointed.         Expirati 

mission. 


Enoch  G.  Parrott 

Amos  Binney 

Clement  S.  Hunt 
James  K.  Paulding 
George  Harrisoi 
James  Riddle 
James  Beatty 
John  Randall 
Miles  I 

AVilliam  Sincla 
John  P.  Henry 
Nathaniel  Cox 
Samuel  R.  Overton 
Michael  Ilogan, 
Richard  M  Call 
Baring,  Brothers  &  Co 


Portsmouth,  New  Hampshii 

Boston. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Now  York. 

Philadelphia. 

New  Castlo,  Delaware. 

Baltimore. 

Annapolis. 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Savannah,  Georgia. 

New  Orleans. 

Pensacola. 

Gibraltar. 
London. 


NAVAL  STOREKEEPERS. 


Names. 


Residence. 


John  P.  Decatur 

George  Bates , 

Tunis  Craven 

Robert  Kennedy 

David  Brearlcy 

Gabriel  Gait 

Samuel  T.  Anderson 


October  21,  1823, 
December  1,  1818, 
October        13,  1823, 


April  1,  1823, 

November   14,  1S22 
February     10,  ISIS 


Maryland  . . 
Massachnsett 
New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey  . 
Virginia.... 
Maryland    .. 


Portsmouth,  New  Hampshii 
Charlestown,  Massachusttli 

Brooklyn,  New  Y'ork 

Philadelphia 

Washington    

Gosport,  Virginia 

New  Orleans 


1,700 
1,700 
1,700 


Entitled  to  promotion  from  April  26,  1825. 
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NAVAL  CONSTRUCTORS. 


Birth  pla 


Salary. 


John  Floyd 

Joslah  Barker 

Samuel  Hart 

Samuel  Humphrey 
William  Doughty. 
Francis  Grice  .... 


Massachusetts 


Pennsyl 


Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts  . 

Brooklyn,  New  York 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Gosport,  Virginia 


Evan  Bowles,  appointed  (May  5,  1821)  agent  for  the  preservation  of  timber  in  Louisii 


itable  for  naval  purposes. . . 


$2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,300 
2,300 


VESSELS  OF  WAR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


Where  employed. 


OF    THE    LI 


Independenc< 
Washington 
Franklin..., 
Columbus  . . . 

Ohio 

North  Carolii 
Delaware  . . . 


FRIGATES FIRST    CLASS. 


Constitution  . 
United  States 
Guerriere 


Potomac  . .  • . 
Brandywine  . 


Frigates — first  class — 6. 


FRIGATES- 


Congress 

Constellation  .  . . 
Macedonian  .... 
Fulton   (steam)  . 


Frigates — second  class — 4. 


John  Adams 
Cyane  


Corvettes— 2. 


SLOOPS-OF-WAR. 


Hornet. . 
Erie  . . . 
Ontario  . 
Peacock 


Sloops-of-war — 4. 


3EB    VESSELS. 


Spark,  brig  

Dolphin,  schooner.. 
Grampus,  schooner. 
Porpoise,  schooner  . 
Shark,  schooner  ... 

Fox,  schooner 

Alert,  store  ship. . . 
Decoy,  store  ship  . . 
Sea  Gull,  galliot... 


Other  vessels — 9. 


Boston  

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshi 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Boston   

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore    

Washington    

Washington   

Portsmouth 

Baltimore    

Captured  in  1812 

New  York 

Charleston,  South  Carolina 
Captured  in  1815 

Baltimore    

Baltimore    

Baltimore   

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshi 

Washington 

Purchased  in  1823 

Captured  in  1812 

Purchapedin  1823 

j  Purchased  in  1823 


In  ordinary  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary  at  New  York. 

In  ordinary  at  New  York. 

In  ordinary  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary  at  New  York. 

Mediterranean, 

In  ordinary  at  Norfolk. 


Mediterranean. 

Pacific. 

In  ordinary  at  Norfolk. 

In  ordinary  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary  at  Washington. 

Mediterranean. 


Repairing  at  Washington. 
West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  4e 
Repairing  at  Norfolk. 


West  Indies,  Ac 
Mediterranean. 


West  Indies,  &c 
Mediterranean. 
Mediterranean. 
Pacific. 


West 
Pacifii 
West 
Coast 

West 
West 

Recei 


Indies,  ic. 

Indies. 

of  Labrador. 

Indies  and  coast  of  Africa, 

Indies. 

ving  vessel, 

ship,  West 

ving  vessel, 


Norfolk, 
[ndia  squadron. 
Philadelphia. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Pay  per  month.     Rations  per  day. 


Captains 

Captains  of  a  vessel  above  twentj  and  under  thirty-two  gun 

Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants  commanding 

Lieutenants 

Surgeons 

Pursers 

Chaplains   

Sailing  masters 

Surgeons'  mates 

Schoolmasters    

Captains'  clerks 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters    

SailmaUers 

Masters'  mates 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Coxswains 

Quarter  gunners 

Quartermasters 

Masters-at-arms 

Armorers 

Stewards 

Coopers 

Cooks  


MARINE  CORPS. 

Lieutenant  colonel  commandant 

Captains    

First  lieutenants 

Second  lieutenants 


separate  service,  the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double 


Whenever  any  officer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  < 
during  the  continuance  of  such  oommand,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  eight  dollars  per  month  each,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses. 
The  adjutant  quartermaster  and  paymaster,  thirty  dollars  per  month  extra. 

VESSELS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


In  commission. 

In  ordinary. 

Building  at— 

Ships  of  the 
line. 

Frigates. 

Sloops-of- 

1 

6 
3 
3 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Charlestown,  Ms 

1 
2 

1 

Frigates  of  the  first  class 

2 

2 
1 

1 

1 



Schooners,  &c 

2 

Gosport,  Virginia 

1 

Total 

19 

14 

5 

4 

3 

Note. — The  name  of  Lieut.  Wm.  Lowe,  of  Massachusetts,  omitted  in  the  register  of  last  yea 
Stephen  Champlin,  among  the  lieutenants  of  9th  December,  1314, 


should  appear  next  to  that  of 
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HiTH  COXGRF.SS.]  _  NO.    275.  ,  [IST  SeSSIOX 

EXPRESSIVE  OF  THE  SENSE  OF  CONGRESS  OF  THE  GALLANT  CONDUCT  OF  LIEUTENANT 
SILAS  DUNCAN,  OP  THE  NAVY,  IN  THE  ENGAGEMENT  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN  IN  18U. 

C()MML'XIC.\TEn    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    J.WUARY    18,     1826. 

Mr.  HoLcoMBE,  friiiu  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Silas  Duncan, 

reported: 

That  they  have  haii  the  same  lunlcr  cimsideration,  and  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  House  the  following  facts: 

At  the  third  session  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  joint  resolutions  passed  both  houses  of  Congress,  and 
were  approved  of  by  the  President,  "expressive  of  the  sense  of  C"ni;ress  nf  the  gallant  conduct  of  Capt. 
Thomas  McDonough,  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  infant ly,  serving  as  marines,  on  board  the 
United  Stales  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,"  and  presenting  to  them  the  tlianks  of  Congress,  with  a  request 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  he  would  cause  gold  and  silver  medals  to  be  struck,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  officers  mentioned  in  said  resolutions,  and  a  sword  to  each  of  the  midshipmen  and  sailing 
masters  who  so  gallantly  distinguished  themselves  in  the  memorable  conflict  of  the  11th  of  September, 
1814,  on  that  lake. 

The  committee  would  further  state,  that  Lieutenant  Duncan  was  attached  to  the  naval  force  on  Lake 
Champlain,  by  an  order  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  in  April,  1814,  at  the  time  the  squadron  was 
fitting  out  at  Vergennes;  that,  in  the  first  instance,  he  was  attached  to  the  sloop  President,  commanded 
by  Captain  Cassin,  and  was  subsequently  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Preble,  when  the  squadron  com- 
menced dropping  down  into  the  lake;  that  from  the  Preble  he  was  ordered  to  the  Ticonderoga,  of  seven- 
teen guns,  one  of  the  new  vessels  commanded  by  Captain  Cassin,  and  from  that  vessel  to  the  command  of 
one  of  the  new  galleys,  with  two  heavy  guns  and  fifty  men;  that  on  the  fourth  of  September,  he  was 
directed  to  join  the  Saratoga,  the  flag-ship  of  Capt.  McDonough,  as  an  acting  lieutenant,  in  which  situa- 
tion he  remained  until  he  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  operations  of  the  light  vessels  of  the  squadron, 
under  the  following  circumstances:  On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  of  September,  the  British  forces,  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Provost,  were  reported  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bay,  in  their  advance  on 
Plattsburgh,  and  the  light  vessels  in  question  were  ordered  to  take  a  position  ofl"  the  mouth  of  Dead  creek, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  and  impeding  his  progress.  In  the  execution  of  this  design,  the 
enemy  was  exposed  to  so  destructive  and  well  directed  a  fire,  at  short  grape  and  cannister  distance,  as 
to  be  compelled  to  retreat  and  change  his  position.  During  the  course  of  this  gallant  action,  Lieutenant 
Duncan,  being  under  the  necessity  of  passing  from  vessel  to  vessel,  and  who  tliereby  drew  upon  himself 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  and  his  heaviest  fire,  was  severely  wounded,  having  the  top  of  his  shoulder 
carried  away  by  a  cannon  ball,  which  shattered  and  laid  bare  the  shoulder  joint,  and  confined  him  to  the 
hospital,  with  little  hopes  of  recovery,  for  sixteen  months  afterwards,  and  thus  deprived  him  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  participating  in  the  glorious  and  decisive  engagement  which  soon  followed. 

From  the  above  facts,  which  are  fully  attested  by  satisfactory  documents,  the  committee  have  not 
hesitated  to  consider  the  memorial  of  Lieutenant  Duncan,  (praying  that  the  provisions  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  already  referred  to,  be  extended  to  him,)  as  perfectly  just  and  reasonable — and,  more- 
over, as  highly  creditable  to  his  feelings  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 

The  ciimn'iittee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  276.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  ANGUS  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  HIS  RANK  IN 

THE   NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    20,     182G, 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Angus, 
late  a  post  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  reported: 

That  the  memorialist  was  dismissed  from  the  navy  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  first  day  of  June,  1824;  he  prays  that  Congress  would  reinstate  him  in  his  original  rank,  as  a 
captain  in  the  navy.  The  iiapcrs  arci.mpanying  this  report  show  the  causes  which  rendered  it  necessary, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  E.xeeiitivr  Dciiaitment,  from  a  regard  for  discipline  and  sense  of  public  duty,  to 
separate  the  memorialist  i'vom  the  naval  service  of  the  country.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that, 
after  this  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Executive,  the  facts  presented  by  the  memorial  and  documents  do 
not  present  a  proper  case  for  the  interposition  of  the  legislative  power  of  Congress. 

It  is  stated  in  the  memorial  that  the  petitioner  has  been  badly  wounded  in  the  public  service;  but 
the  committee  have  not  considered  the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the  House,  on  his  behalf,  any  pro- 
vision on  that  account,  as  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  is  exclusively  confined  to  his  restoration  to  his 
original  rank  in  the  navy.     The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


To  the  honorable  Senate  and  Houae  uf  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled: 

Gentlemen:  This  is  to  respectfully  show  that  your  memorialist  was  discharged  (after  24  or  25  years' 

service)  from  the  navy  of  the  Uhited  States,  in  June,  1824,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (see  letter  No.  1,) 
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without  a  trial  or  senterife  of  a  court-martial.  Your  memorialist  waited  on  Mr.  M(3iiroe,  late  President  of 
tlic  United  States,  in  February,  182.5,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him,  in  which  President  Monroe 
informed  your  petitioner  that  tlie  Executive  had  no  hostility  to  him,  and  that  he  would  reinstate  Captain 
Angus  in  his  rank  as  captain  of  the  navy,  previous  to  his  leavini;-  his  (iffice,  and  pledged  his  word  of 
honor  to  the  said  Sanmel  Ang-us  that  he  should  hear  from  him  ImImic  he  left  the  presidency,  and  receive 
his  reinstatement;  but,  through  the  g-reat  hurry  of  business  on  IcaviiiL;-  his  office,  he  assured  me  he  had 
forgot  it.  In  the  spring  of  1825,  I  waited  on  President  Adams,  stated  to  him  my  case,  and  told  him 
Mr.  Monroe's  promises.  Mr.  Adams  told  me  to  go  to  the  Navy  Office,  and  see  if  President  Monroe  had 
left  any  directions  respecting  me;  if  he  had,  to  inform  Mr.  Adams;  if  not,  my  best  way  was  to  see  Col. 
Monroe,  and  that  his  wishes  should  be  President  Adams'  government.  I  then  went  to  the  Navy  Office, 
the  chief  clerk  of  which  informed  me  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  left  no  directions  respecting  me.  I  then  went- 
to  Col.  Monroe's  farm,  in  Loudon  county,  Virginia,  and  saw  Mr.  Monroe,  who  gave  me  a  letter  to  J.  Q. 
Adams,  President  of  the  United  States,  the  purport  of  which,  he  informed,  was  recommending  my  imme- 
diate reinstatement.  I  waited  upon  President  Adams,  and  delivered  liim  the  letter.  Mr.  Adams  told  me 
the  purport  was  the  same  as  Mr.  Monroe  had  said;  said  I  migiit  r(.'turn  to  Now  York,  my  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  I  should  hear  from  him  in  a  few  days,  as  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  was  not  then  in  Washing- 
ton. The  pa])er  No.  2  is  his  decision.  After  having  spent  the  best  part  of  my  days  in  the  service  of 
my  country,  been  in  many  engagements,  and  have  been  badly  wounded,  your  memorialist  requests  your 
honorable  body  to  reinstate  him  in  his  original  rank  as  captain  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  And 
yoin'  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAMUEL  ANGUS. 
New  Utrkcht,  L.  I.,  Decemhei  13,  1825. 


Navy  Dehartmknt,  January  16,   1826. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  in  which  you  enclose  the  paper  addressed  by  Samuel 
Angus,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States  navy,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
"request  the  information  in  this  Department  relative  to  the  causes  of  his  dismission  from  the  service,  as 
a  captain  in  the  navy,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  several  letters  which  contain 
the  information  asked  for. 

There  are  on  file  several  letters  and  representations  asking  his  restoration  to  the  service;  but  they 
are  not  sent  to  you,  not  being  embraced  within  the  inquiry  which  you  make  relative  to  the  causes  of  his 
dismission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Chairman  Naval  CoynmiUee,  House  of  Representatives. 


New  York,  November  12,  1823. 
Sir:  I  wrote  you  some  time  since,  asking  the  command  of  the  Philadelphia  Navy  yard,  but  have 
received  no  answer.     Would  you  be  pleased  to  order  me  to  that  command,  or  to  the  command  of  the 
Washington  seventy-four,  which  is  now  without  a  post  captain. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ANGUS,  Captain  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Mr.  Southard. 


Brooklyn,  L.  /.,  New  York,  September  4,  1823. 
Sir:  The  Philadelphia  station  and  that  at  Sackett's  Harbor  are  both  vacant.     If  I  should  be  allowed 
a  choice,  I  would  prefer  the  Philadelphia  Navy  yard.     If  not,  would  you  be  pleased  to  order  me  to  the 
command  on  Lake  Ontario. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ANGUS,  Captain  United  States  Navy. 
To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


New  York,  September  13,  1823. 
Sir:  Having  understood  that  you  are  acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  induces  mo  to  address  these  lines 
to  you.  I  have  been  some  time  an  applicant  for  a  frigate  or  a  seventy-four,  but  have  not  been  appointed. 
Hearing  that  the  Philadelphia  station  wants  a  captain,  and  also  that  Sackett's  Harbor  is  vacant,  induces 
nie  to  make  an  application  for  either  of  those  stations.  If  I  could  have  a  preference,  I  would  prefer 
Philadelphia;  if  not,  will  you  order  me  to  the  command  on  Lake  Ontario? 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ANGUS. 
Com.  RoDGERS,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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New  York,  September  24,  1823. 
Sir:  Having  understood  that  you  were  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you 
at  Washington  on  the  4th  September,  but  have  since  found  you  did  not  take  your  seat  until  about  the 
middle  of  this  month,  induces  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  hoping  you  may 
comply  with  my  wishes. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ANGUS. 
To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  November  15,  1823. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  is  not  considered  necessary 
that  the  Washington  seventy-four  should  at  this  time  have  a  commander  of  the  rank  of  captain.  No 
officer  will,  for  a  short  time,  be  ordered  as  commander  to  the  Philadelphia  station;  and,  besides,  it  may 
be  proper  to  apprise  you  that  one  or  more  applications  for  it  have  been  made  by  captains  senior  in  rank 
to  yourself.  , 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Capt.  Samuel  Angus,  United  States  Navy,  New  York. 


New  York,  December  8,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  November,  and   note  its  contents.     I  feel  anxious  to 
obtain  a  command  that  will  entitle  me  to  my  full  pay,  finding  by  the  list  that  every  captain  junior  and 
senior  to  myself  are  receiving  $100  and  eight  rations,  while  I  am  only  allowed  $75  and  six  rations  per 
month,  for  what  reason  I  know  not,  being  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  serve  my  country. 
I  remain,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  ANGUS. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Southard. 


Brooklyn,  L.  l,  April  13,  1824. 
Mr.  Southard:  I  have  wrote  you  several  times  for  the  command  of  a  navy  yard,  or  the  Washington 
seventy-four.  If  you  walit  to  know  my  name,  j-ou  will  see  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter.  My  grand- 
father and  father  were  Scotchmen,  and  I  was  iDorn  in  Philadelphia.  I  wish  you  to  answer  me  directly 
whether  you  will  give  me  the  command  without  any  further  palaver;  if  you  don't,  I  will  appeal  to  your 
master,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  my  superior. 

SAMUEL  ANGUS. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  19,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  enclosed  letter,  which  purports  to  have  been  written  by  Captain  Samuel 
Angus.     The  contents  are  such  as  to  demand  an  inquiry  into  the  fact  whether  he  wrote  it. 

You  will  send  for  Captain  Angus,  and,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more' officers,  show  him  the  letter, 
and  inquire  whether  he  wrote  it.  His  answer  you  will  return  to  me  with  the  letter,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
you  conveniently  can. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Samuel  Evans,  Coinmanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York. 


U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  3Iay  2i,  1824. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  the  19th  instant,  I  sent  for  Captain  Samuel  Angus,  and  this 
morning  showed  him  the  letter  you  enclosed  me,  dated  Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  April  13,  1824,  and  signed  Samuel 
Angus,  and  asked  him,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers,  whether  he  wrote  it.  His  answer 
was,  that  he  would  not  admit  that  he  wrote  it;  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Southard,  requesting  command 
of  a  navy  yard,  or  the  Washington  74,  and  received  no  answer,  but  that  he  would  not  commit  himself  by 
admitting  that  he  wrote  this  letter. 

Captain  Jones  came  in  about  this  time,  and  in  his  presence  Captain  A.  also  said  that  he  would  not 
admit  that  he  wrote  the  letter.  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  letter  enclosed  to  me,  and  also  a  letter 
from  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers  to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  SAMUEL  EVANS. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 
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Navy  Yard,  New  Ywk,  3Iay  24,  1824. 
Sir:  I  was  present  when  Captain  Evans,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Navy  yard,  New  York,  showed  Cap- 
tain Awffvm  a  letter,  dated  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  April  13,  1824,  signed  Samuel  Angus;  and  on  asking 
him  if  the  letter  was  written  by  him,  (Samuel  Angus,)  he  replied  that  he  should  not  say  whether  it  was 
written  by  him  or  not;  he  would  not  criminate  himself;  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Southard  several  times 
for  the  cummand  of  a  navy  yard,  or  the  Washington  74,  and  had  received  no  answer,  and  will  not  say 
that  he  admits  writing  the  letter  dated  April  13,  1824. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  RODGERS. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary,  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  June  1,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  April  13,  1824,  and  which  was  shown  to  you  by 
Captain  Evans,  in  the  presence  of  Master  Commandant  Rodgers  and  Captain  Jones,  on  the  24th  May,  has 
been  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  inform  you  that  a 
regard  for  discipline,  and  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  service  in  which  you  are  engaged,  require  that  you  should 
be  separated  from  it. 

It  is  believed  that  the  records  of  the  Department  furnish  no  instance  of  conduct  in  any  officer  mani- 
festing so  total  a  forgetfulness  of  what  was  due  to  the  Department  and  to  himself.  The  President  has 
therefore  thought  proper  to  dismiss  you  from  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  you  will  from 
this  time  consider  yourself  dismissed,  and  no  longer  holding  the  rank  or  enjoying  the  privileges  of  a  cap- 
tain in  the  navy. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Samuel  Angus,  Esq.,  late  Captain    U.  S.  Navy,  New  York. 


Navy  Department,  Api-il  27,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  his  decision  on  your  case. 
I  am,  very  respectfully',  &c., 

SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Samuel  Angus,  Esq.,  late  Captain  U.  S.  Navy,  New  York. 


Washington,  April  25,  1825. 

I  have  considered  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Angus,  late  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  dated 
New  York,  November  30,  1824,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  to  be  rein- 
stated in  his  original  rank,  or  for  pecuniary  relief;  and  I  have  examined  the  documents  and  correspondence 
relating  thereto;  from  all  which  it  appears  that  the  said  Samuel  Angus  was,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1824, 
dismissed  from  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  consider  the  legal  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  not 
competent  to  reinstate  the  memorialist  in  his  original  rank;  but  upon  evidence,  duly  authenticated,  that 
he  has  a  just  claim  to  a  pension,  as  having  been  disabled  in  the  line  of  duty,  that  relief  should  be  granted 
him,  to  take  effect  from  the  time  of  his  dismission. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  furnish  the  memorialist  with  a  copy  of  this  decision. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    277.  [Ist  Session. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  TO  MAKE  ARMORERS  IN  THE  NAYY  WARRANT  OFFICERS. 

communicated   to   the   house    of   representatives   JANUARY    20,    1826. 

Mr,  Hoi.combe,  from  the  Committe  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  of 
sundry  blacksmiths  of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  that  armorers  in  the  navy  be  raised  to  the 
rank  and  grade  of  warrant  officers,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations  and  emoluments  as  car- 
penters, gunners  and  sailmakers  in  the  service,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to 
the  Navy  Department,  have  been  informed  that  its  armorers  have  the  same  grade  and  pay  as  was  estab- 
lished for  them  in  the  first  organization  of  the  navy,  and  which  have  been  continued  to  them  to  the  pro- 
sent  time  without  variation,  and  that  no  benefit  is  perceived  which  would  result  to  the  service  from  the 
change  suggested. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
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19th  Coxgrf.ss.]  No.    278.  [1st  Session-. 

ON    THE    APPLICATION    OF   CAPTAIN    ISAAC    PHILLIPS  TO  BE  RESTORED    TO    HIS  RANK 

IN  THE  NAVY. 

COiMMUXIC.^TED    TO    THE    HOU.SE    OP'    KEPEESENTATIVES    JANUARY  21,    182G. 

Mr.  Stokrs,  froia  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Pliillips, 
formerly  a  post  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  reported: 

That  the  memorialist  was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  navy  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1798,  and  ordered 
to  the  command  of  the  sloop-of-war  Baltimore,  then  cniphiyed  on  the  American  coast;  and,  during-  her 
cruise,  while  convoying  several  American  nicrcluintmen  lo  Uir  lliivana,  she  fell  in  with  a  British  squadron 
near  that  port,  under  the  command  of  Comniddine  Lorin^^-,  liy  whosr  order.s  she  was  boarded  by  a  British 
lieutenant  and  a  party  of  men,  who  mustered  her  crew  and  took  away  a  number  of  her  seamen.  On  the 
return  of  the  memorialist  to  the  United  States,  he  v/as,  by  an  order  addressed  to  him  by  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  10th  January  1799,  dismissed  from  the  naval  service  for  alleged 
misconduct  on  that  occasion.  He  now  prays  to  be  restored  to  his  rank  of  post  captain  in  the  navy,  and 
states  that  his  dismission  was  not  sanctioned  by  the  Executive  Departnjent,  and  that  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  written  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  President;  that  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  was  placed,  when  his  C(jmmand  of  the  said  sloop-of-war  was  violated,  were 
such,  for  the  reasons  alleg'ed  by  him,  that  his  dismission  was  not  justified  by  any  misconduct  on  his  part; 
and  that  the  Executive  Department  possessed  no  power  to  separate  him  from  the  naval  service  without  a 
trial  by  a  court-martial. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  wholly  unsafe  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  that  the 
order  referred  to  was  issued  without  authority:  and  that,  if  the  subject  of  relief  to  the  memorialist  was 
even  properly  addressed  to  the  legislative  power  of  Congress,  yet  the  lapse  of  time  since  this  order  was 
issued,  his  acquiescence  until  this  period,  and  the  consequent  injurious,  if  not  unjust  disftirbance  of  rank, 
which  might  be  produced  in  the  naval  service,  present  insuperable  objections  to  any  examination  of  the 
circumstances  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  re(piired  that  exercise  of  Executive  authority  in  the 
case  of  the  memorialist. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representalives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales: 

The  memorial  of  Isaac  Phillips  respectfully  represents:  That  your  memorialist  was  appointed  a 
captain  in  the  United  States  navy  on  the  3d  of  Jn\y,  1798,  and  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  ship-of- 
war  Baltimore,  with  instructions  to  repair  to  Hampton  R(.iads  and  place  himself  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Thomas  Truxton.    ' 

Your  memorialist  further  states:  That,  at  the  time  he  lel't  Baltimore,  for  Hampton  Roads,  in 
pursuance  with  his  instructions,  he  had  not  received  his  commission,  but  was  assured  that  it  should  be 
sent  after  him  there;  but,  after  delaying  his  sailing  as  long  as  it  was  practicable,  to  receive  it,  Captain 
Truxton,  who  had  been  apprised  of  his  situation,  represented  to  your  memorialist  that  his  commission 
would  protect  both  ships,  and  by  avoiding  a  separation,  no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended;  and  being 
informed  of  the  pcn-ilous  situation  of  a  fleet  of  merchantmen,  which,  in  company  with  Captain  Truxton, 
they  were  to  take  under  convoy  from  Havana  to  the  United  States,  your  memorialist  was  necessarily, 
though  reluctantly,  compelled  to  sail  without  his  commission.  During  his  cruise  off  Charleston,  when 
your  memorialist  was  ordered  by  Captain  Truxton,  he  fell  in  with  the  frigate  Constitution,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Nicholson,  who  ordered  your  memorialist  to  accompany  him,  to  convoy  a  fleet  of 
merchant  vessels  from  Charleston  to  Havana;  Imt  nwing  to  an  accident  which  bei'el  the  Constitution, 
Captain  Nicholson  bore  away  for  the  Unidd  Stales,  and  left  your  memorialist  in  this  unprecedented 
situation  of  being  in  command  of  a  national  ship  wiihout  a  commission,  or  any  other  sufficient  document 
to  prove  his  character  to  convoy  a  valualiji'  licet  of  merchant  vessels  to  a  foreign  port.  Thus  situated, 
had  your  memorialist  been  aetnated  liy  any  ellier  leejino-s  than  a  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  service 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  Ik-  wmiM  have  left  the  H-et  in  its  fate,  and  have  returned  to  Hampton  Roads 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  et  (.hiplain  Tnixtnn.  Hut  a  sense  of  duty  prevailed  over  a  more  safe  and 
cautious  conduct,  and  he'  continued  with  the  fleet  to  its  destination,  and  afforded  it  all  the  aid  his  limited 
force  would  permit. 

Your  memorialist  further  states:  That,  when  near  the  [lort  of  Havana,  he  fell  in  with  a  British 
squadron,  under  the  command  of  Comnnidnre  Loring,  and  that,  owing  tn  a  transaetinn  which  there 
happened,  for  which  your  memorialist  was  nut  answer.able,  aft<'r  his  return  to  tlu-  United  States  he  was 
nneeremoniously  dismissed  from  the  navy  service,  and,  as  your  memorialist  conceives,  un.justly,  illegally, 
and  withdut  eeiuprteiit  authority;  the  particulars  of  which,  with  the  evidence,  are  fully  detailed  in  a 
printed  ilueuiiieiit  herewilh  submitted,  and  to  which,  for  further  and  more  particular  information,  he  begs 
leave  to  refer,  as  oceasii.n  may  reqniie. 

Your  memorialist  iurlher  states:  That,  until  lu>  was  dismissed  from  the  service,  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  cause  of  complaint  existed  ag  linst  him  in  relation  to  any  part  of  his  ccndiict;  and  that,  imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  oi'  his  letter  of  dis-inissii,ii,  lie  applied,  through  the  Sccivtary  nf  tlie  Navy,  to  the 
President  for  a  court-martial,  which,  in  tlie  iiame  nl'  the  rresident,  was  pereinplcrily  refused  him. 

Your  memorialist  further  state.  :  fliat,  at  the  time  ,.f  ijis  dismissal,  he  liad  un  reason  lo  suspect  but 
that  he  was  dismissed  by  the  order  <  f  Ihe  I'lesideiil,  in  the  due  exercise  of  liis  aiUhorily,  as  was  at  that 
time  alleged,  in  answer  to  the  dcm.  nd  of  your  memorialist  for  a  trial;  and  he  was,  therefore,  led  to  sup- 


326.] 


EXAMINATION    OF    HAEBORS.  465 


pose  he  had  no  redress  for  the  injustice  that  had  been  done  him,  unless  it  was  to  appeal  to  the  public, 
which,  however  it  might  have  gratified  his  feelings,  would  not  have  redressed  his  wrongs.  In  this  situa- 
tion your  memorialist  remained  until  about  five  years  since,  when  accident  made  him  acquainted  with  the 
facts  that  are  detailed  in  the  printed  document  before  mentioned,  and  since  which  time  he  has  been  dili- 
gently engaged  in  collecting  such  evidence,  relating  to  his  case,  as  could  be  obtained,  in  order  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  government,  and  to  claim  a  restoration  to  his  rank,  or  such  other  redress  as  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  country  might  allow  him. 

Your  memorialist  further  states:  That  no  more  time  has  elapsed,  since  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  facts  herewith  disclosed,  than  has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  collect  the  testimony  upon  which  his 
claim  rests;  and  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable,  he  applied  to  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  to  be  restored  to  his  rank;  but  the  President  has  decided  that  he  had  not  legal  authoritj'  to 
grant  such  application. 

Your  memorialist  further  represents  and  contends:  That  he  committed  no  act,  while  in  the  service, 
that  ought,  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  tlie  United  States,  to  subject  him  to  punishment,  or  even  censure; 
and  that  he  was  dismissed  from  the  service  without  legal  and  competent  authority,  in  violation  of  the 
law  and  Constitution,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  a  court-martial,  and  even  without  the  authority  or 
consent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  prays  your  honorable  body  to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  to 
cause  him  to  be  restored  to  his  rank  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  to  grant  him  such  other  and 
further  relief  as  justice  demands. 

Respectfully,  ISAAC  PHILLIPS. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  279.  _  [1st  Session. 

EXAMINATION  OF  THE  HARBORS  OF  CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  AND  ST.  MARY'S, 
GEORGIA,   WITH  THE  VIEW  OP  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVY  YARD. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE    SENATE    JANUARY    23,   1826. 

A. 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  lYth  instant,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  "be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  report  of  the  officers  employed  under  the  act  '  authorizing  an 
examination  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  either  of  those  places,'  together  with  such 
charts,  surveys  or  documents,  connected  with  the  subject,  as  may  be  in  his  possession,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  Master  Commandant  Kearney,  with  the  papers  which  accompanied 
it;  also  sundry  original  papers  on  the  subject,  submitted  to  the  Department  by  the  Hon.  R.  Y.  Hayne. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


B. 

New  York,  December  16,  1825. 
Sir:    I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  my  report  in  relation  to  the  survey  and  examination  of 
Charleston  and  St.  Mary's  bar,  being  in  compliance  with  orders  from  you,  appointing  me  superintendent 
of  that  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAWRENCE  KEARNY,  Master  Covimandant  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


to  accompany  a  chart  of  Charleston  bar,  in  South  Carolina,  surveyed  by  order  of  the  honorable  Samuel 
L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  following  are  the  points  upon  which  information  is  required,  and  to  which  replies  are  herewith 
furnished,  viz: 

1.  Depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  at  the  lowest  and  highest  spring  tides,  and  at  common  tides. 

2.  Whether  the  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  is  atlected  by  any,  and  what  winds,  to  what  extent, 
and  in  what  manner. 

3.  The  strength  of  the  current  upon  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  anchorage  within  it. 

4.  Width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar,  width  of  the  bar,  and  nature  of  the  bottom;  with  what  winds 
large  vessels  can  cross  the  bar,  bound  inwards  and  outwards. 
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5.  The  prevailing  winds  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

6.  The  extent  of  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  of  the  largest  size  which  can  cross  the  bar. 

I.  The  convenience  of  such  anchorage  for  receiving  supplies  from  the  shore. 

8.  Facilities  for  obtaining  good  fresh  water. 

9.  What  supplies  of  stores  and  provisions  can  be  obtained  for  a  fleet,  from  the  surrounding  country, 
and  to  what  extent  at  short  notice. 

10.  Whether  the  harbor  has  good  positions  for  a  dock  or  navy  yard. 

II.  How  near  the  present  shore  of  such  position  does  a  channel  run  of  the  same  depth  as  the  water 
on  the  bar,  at  high  spring  tides. 

12.  Has  it  good  fresh  water  in  its  vicinity,  and  in  what  quantities. 

13.  General  health  of  the  position  and  quality  of  the  soil. 

14.  Facilities  of  wharfing  to  the  channel. 

15.  Whether  the  worm  is  destructive  in  the  harbor. 

A7isicer  to  question  fird.  The  depth  of  water  on  Charleston  bar,  at  the  lowest  spring  tides,  is  eleven 
feet  at  low  water,  and  at  the  highest  spring  tides,  nineteen  and  a  half  to  twenty  feet,  high  water.  At 
common  tides,  at  low  water,  there  is  a  depth  of  twelve  feet,  and  at  high  water,  sixteen  and  a  half  to 
seventeen  feet.  A  medium  tide  may  be  fairly  considered  to  aflbrd  a  depth,  at  low  water,  of  twelve  feet, 
and  at  high  water,  seventeen  feet. 

Paper  marked  No.  1,  attached  hereto,  will  afford  information  on  this  subject  from  experienced  pilotB 
of  this  harbor. 

Answer  to  question  second.  The  depth  of  water  on  Charleston  bar  is  much  affected  by  winds.  Those 
from  northeast  and  southeast  cause  it  to  flow  from  one  to  two  feet  over  its  ordinary  depth,  and  those 
from  the  northwest  and  southwest  decrease  it  in  the  extent  according  to  the  force  and  duration  of  them. 

Paper  marked  No.  1  also  affords  information  on  the  subject.  ^ 

Ansicer  to  question  third.  The  strength  of  current  on  the  bar  is  irregular,  being  governed  in  a  great 
degree  by  the  winds;  uninfluenced  by  wind,  its  velocity  at  half  tide  is  two  miles  per  hour,  and  to  a  safe 
anchorage  within  the  bar;  about  two  and  a  half  when  in  the  channel  way. 

Answer  to  question  fowth.  The  width  of  the  channel  on  the  bar  is  300  yards.  The  width  of  the  bar 
is  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The  bottom  is  hard  gray  sand.  The  best  winds  to  cross  the  bar,  bound 
inwards,  are  those  from  northeast  to  southeast.  The  best  winds,  bound  outwards,  are  those  from  north- 
west to  southwest. 

Ansiver  to  question  fifth.  The  prevailing  winds  in  winter  are  from  the  northwest  to  northeast,  and  in 
summer  from  southeast  to  southwest. 

Answer  to  question  sixth.  The  first  anchorage  is  in  the  Drop,  or  Four  Fathom  Hole,  the  light-house 
bearing  from  west  to  west-by-north  about  one  mile  and  three-quarters  distance,  and  is  about  half  a  mile 
square  in  extent.  This  anchorage  is  open  to  the  winds  from  the  northeast  and  southeast,  but  owing  to 
the  shoal  of  the  bar,  the  sea  is  not  very  heavy.  The  holding  ground  is  good.  Rebellion  Roads,  off 
Sullivan's  Island,  is  a  commodious  and  safe  anchorage,  half  a  mile  in  extent  one  way,  and  one  and  a 
half  the  other,  and  good  holding  ground,  susceptible  of  being  well  protected  by  batteries. 

Answer  to  question  seventh.  From  the  upper  part  of  Rebellion  Roads  to  the  city  is  three  miles,  and  the 
facilities  of  obtaining  supplies  from  the  shore  easy. 

Ansiver  to  question  eighth.  Good  fresh  water  can  be  obtained  from  a  number  of  tanks,  which  are 
employed  in  the  harbor.  They  will  either  supply  good  spring  or  cistern  water,  as  may  be  wished, 
delivered  on  board  anywhere  within  the  bar. 

Answer  to  question  ninth.  The  surrounding  country  affords  but  few  articles  for  the  supply  of  a  fleet 
in  the  way  of  provisions;  rice  may  be  considered  the  only  article  for  an  immediate  extensive  demand; 
other  articles  in  small  quantities  can  be  obtained  in  the  city  to  supply  the  wants  of  single  ships;  naval 
stores,  of  various  kinds,  can  be  obtained  conveniently. 

Paper  marked  No.  2,  affords  information  on  this  subject. 

Answer  to  que.stio7is  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen.  Several  positions  present  themselves  for  a 
dock  or  navy  yard,  viz:  Shute's  Folly,  a  small  island  of  marsh  in  front  of  the  city;  2d,  Lamprie's  Point, 
mouth  of  Wando  river;  3d,  Strobel's  mill-seat  on  Cumming's  Point,  on  the  Ashley  river;  4th,  the  old  Navy 
ya-d,  about  four  miles  from  town,  now  Cochran's  farm;  5th,  Hampsted,  mouth  of  Town  creek;  6th, 
Marsh's  Island,  mouth  of  Town  creek;  Ith,  a  lot  of  land  above  Gadsden's  wharf,  on  Cooper  river;  8th, 
Mey's  wharf,  within  the  limits  of  the  city;  9th,  Marsh's  wharf,  also  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  A 
description  of  the  above  places  is  given  in  papers  No.  3  and  4,  and  No.  5  describes  the  health  of  each, 
except  the  two  last-mentioned  places,  Mey's  and  Marsh's  wharves,  and  the  lot  of  land  above  Gadsden's 
wharf,  all  of  which  are  as  perfectly  healthy  as  any  part  of  the  city.  Some  of  the  ab(jve  positions  being 
subject  to  country  fever,  although  advantageously  situated  for  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard,  are, 
consequently,  not  recommended. 

Sliute's  Folly. — The  island  of  marsh  in  front  of  the  city,  at  the  mouth  of  Cooper  river,  is  conveni- 
ently situated;  great  expense,  however,  must  be  laid  out,  in  raising,  on  this  low  alluvial  foundation,  a 
sufficient  height  to  build  on,  free  from  the  effect  of  tides,  the  highest  of  which  flows  entirely  over  the 
island.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  raise  it  four  feet  higher  than  its  present  greatest  elevation. 
The  channel  of  Cooper's  river  washes  the  western  side  of  this  site;  and  in  some  places  an  equal  depth  with 
that  on  the  bar,  at  high  spring  tides,  is  found  within  thirty  feet  of  low  water  mark.  A  basin  could  be 
easily  formed  in  this  island,  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  timber;  and  the  mud  removed  in 
making  the  basin  will  contribute  to  filling  in  and  raising  the  foundation  for  the  establishment.  Fresh 
water  must  be  collected  in  cisterns,  or  supplied  from  tanks,  which  supply  the  shipping  generally.  It  is 
said  to  be  healthy.     Wharfing  to  the  channel  is  easy. 

2d.  Lamprier's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  Wando  river,  is  reported  unhealthy,  as  is  specified  in  paper 
No.  5;  but  otherwise  possesses  great  advantages.  Distance  to  the  edge  of  the  channel,  or  eighteen  feet 
water,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  yards. 

3d.  Sli-obel's  mill-seat,  on  Ashley  river,  possesses  advantages  in  point  of  situation  as  a  harbor,  beyond 
others  mentioned;  but  wharfing,  out  of  the  channel,  is  a  great  objection  to  it,  the  distance  being  four 
hundred  and  sixty  yards,  to  reach  tlie  depth  of  water  required,  and  the  mud-flat  is  soft,  making  it  doubt- 
ful wheliier  a  foundation  could  bo  made  sufiiciently'permanent  for  building  upon  it  a  necessary  distance 
from  the  sliore.     The  health  of  this  place,  as  by  annexed  report,  seems  doubtful. 
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4th.  The  old  Navy  yard  is,  undoubtedly,  subject  to  the  ague  and  fever,  and  is  not  therefore  recom- 
meuded. 

5th.  Extremity  of  the  liues  at  Hampstead,  mouth  of  Ihwn  creek.  This  place  has  health  and  good 
water,  but  is  difficult  of  wharfing  out  of  the  channel,  the  distance  being  greater  than  at  Strobel's  mill. 
It  likewise  lies  open  to  the  southeast  gales. 

6th.  Island  of  Marsh,  at  the  mouth  of  Town  creek.  This  island  is  conveniently  situated,  being  con- 
tiguous to  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  out  of  the  way  of  shipping  in  tiie  river.  It  is  healthy,  with  bold 
water  on  the  side  next  to  Town  creek.  What  may  be  said  of  the  advantages  of  Shute's  Folly,  applies 
to  this  place,  being  equally  low.  It  is  easily  defended,  being  near  the  northeast  end  of  the  lines  of  the 
city.  This  place  is  open  to  the  sea  breeze,  and  is  believed  to  be  healthy.  Town  creek  is  bold  along  this 
island,  and  affording  a  good  anchorage  in  six  and  seven  fathoms  water  for  a  squadron.  Good  fresh  water 
is  procured  in  the  vicinity. 

7.  A  lot  of  land  above  Gadsden's  wharf  This  is  an  extensive  mud-flat,  and  requires  wharfing  out, 
in  the  same  manner  as  at  Strobel's  mills,  before  mentioned.  It  is  healthy  and  in  the  vicinity  of  good 
water. 

8.  Marfs  wharf,  at  the  foot  of  Pinckney  street.  This  wharf  was  used  during  the  late  war,  for  the 
navy;  it  is  healthy  and  convenient,  and  for  building  a  sloop-of-war,  or  one  or  two  small  vessels,  is  suffi- 
ciently capacious.  A  description  of  it  is  given  in  paper  No.  4;  for  immediate  purposes  this  wharf  has 
much  to  recommend  it.  Possessing  good  brick  stores,  and  giving  sufficient  room  for  fitting  out  any 
number  of  vessels  which  it  is  probable  may  put  in  that  harbor  at  any  one  time. 

9.  Marsh's  wharf.  This  wharf  is  also  very  convenient,  and  it  is  believed  to  have  the  best  foundation 
of  any  in  the  city,  having  formerly  being  the  property  of  General  Gadsden.  Much  expense  and  labor  have 
been  bestowed  on  it,  to  make  the  foundation  firm  and  good,  before  it  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Marsh. 
It  is  well  situated  as  regards  health  and  convenience. 

Paper  marked  No.  4  refers  to  it. 

These  are  all_  the  sites  which  have  either  presented  themselves,  in  my  examination,  or  have  been 
recommended  by  others.  In  reply  to  the  15th  question,  whether  the  worm  is  destructive  in  the  harbor, 
&c.,  &c.,  it  may  be  said  they  are,  but  not  more  so  than  in  other  harbors  on  the  coast. 

To  preserve  health,  to  afford  convenience  for  either  fitting  or  building  vessels,  and  to  lessen  the 
expense  of  a  naval  establishment  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  the  two  sites  marked  Nos.  8  and  9  are 
recommended,  viz:  May's  and  Marsh's  wharves. 

An  establishment  at  either  of  the  sites  in  the  city,  will  aiford  both  convenience  for  furnishing  supplies, 
and  also  some  security,  which,  under  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
is  a  paramount  advantage. 

In  respect  to  the  sites  for  a  naval  establishment,  and  other  matters  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  I  have  annexed  hereto  letters  from  gentlemen,  who  liave  very  politely  afforded  me  information, 
the  result  of  their  long  acquaintance  with  the  country;  and  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit  to  your 
inspection,  as  embracing,  perhaps,  fuller  information  than  the  time  of  my  examination  permitted  me  to 
acquire,  the  annexed  letters  and  reports  from  Thomas  Bennett,  Esq.,  chairman  of  a  committee  of  citizens, 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  views  of  establishing  a  Navy  yard;  also  a  joint  letter  from 
Dr.  Joseph  Johnson,  president  United  States  Branch  Bank,  and  Mr.  John  Stoney,  and  Mr.  John  Robert- 
son, merchants,  the  latter  Navy  agent  for  a  number  of  years.  As  to  the  health  of  the  places  named,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  Dr.  Logan's  report,  paper  No.  5,  who  is  an  old  practitioner,  and  now  naval  hospital 
surgeon;  which  report  is  corroborated  by  other  respectable  physicians  of  that  place,  with  whom  I  have 
conversed. 

In  submitting  these  documents,  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  Charleston  bar,  I  beg  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing general  observations,  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  port  for  a  rendezvous  for  our  light  cruisers  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  seas  contiguous. 

The  result  of  my  examination  of  that  place,  from  January  to  July,  1825,  herewith  furnished,  exhibits 
difficulties  which  preclude  a  recommendation  of  the  place  for  a  naval  establishment  of  much  extent;  but, 
for  a  limited  one,  commensurate  with  the  depth  of  the  channel  over  the  bar,  the  importance  of  its  location, 
in  regard  to  its  proximity  to  the  West  Indies,  and  the  great  facilities  it  affords  cruisers  in  that  quarter, 
as  a  rendezvous  in  the  winter  season,  being  considered,  it  presents  many  advantages  claiming  attention. 

Charleston  lies  nearer  the  range  of  our  West  India  trade  than  any  other  port  south  of  the  Chesapeake, 
capable  of  affording  equal  protection  in  war,  aad  repairs  or  supplies  in  case  of  distress.  The  Gulf  stream 
facilitates  your  passage,  and  carries  you  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  the  port. 

Cruisers  returning  for  supplies  will  afford  protection  to  convoys,  as  far  as  danger  from  pirates  is 
apprehended. 

Sailing  again  from  Charleston,  you  can  avail  yourself  of  the  variable  winds  that  prevail,  as  far  south 
as  the  Bahamas;  by  keeping  to  the  eastward,  as  much  as  is  necessary  to  gain  the  longitude  of  the  pas- 
sages into  the  West  Indies,  a  short  passage  can  be  made;  and  it  is  practically  known  that  a  vessel  can 
reach  her  cruising  ground,  about  east  end  of  Cuba  or  islands  further  to  windward,  in  less  time  from  that 
port  than  any  part  of  the  Floridas,  or  ports  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  which  lie  west,  directly  to  leeward. 
Sailing  up  the  south  side  of  Cuba  is  found  very  tedious,  and  almost  impracticable  for  small  vessels, 
during  the  seasons  the  trade  winds  blow  hard.  The  Gulf  passage  is  preferred,  and  it  will  therefore  be 
evident  that  a  vessel  must  take  a  very  circuitous  route  to  gain  the  windward  islands  from  these  places; 
from  Charleston  her  course  is  direct.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence  to  our  small  class  of  vessels, 
which  have  not  the  capacity  to  take  on  board  large  supplies  of  stores,  and  it  is  therefore  desirable  they 
should  lose  as  little  time  as  possible  in  going  and  returning  to  their  stations. 

Charleston  bar  admits  vessels  of  the  rate  of  eighteen  guns,  and  the  depth  of  water,  on  an  average, 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  twelve  feet  at  low  water,  and  sixteen  and  a  half  feet  at  high  water  to  seven- 
teen feet;  common  tides,  and  at  ordinary  spring  tides,  eighteen  feet;  high  spring  tides,  twenty  feet.  A 
mean  of  the  tides  will,  therefore,  give  seventeen  feet  at  high  water.  Sloops-of-war  can,  by  means  in  their 
power  of  altering  their  trim,  frequently  get  into  Charleston  with  safety. 

The  greatest  difficulty  occurs  in  getting  again  to  sea,  as  a  free  wind  is  necessary,  which  lowers  the 
tide  on  the  bar,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  pilots,  herewith  furnished. 

This  difficulty  is,  however,  somewhat  obviated  by  the  use  of  steamboats,  which  frequently  tow  ves- 
sels out  of  that  harbor  with  great  ease  and  safety,  in  calms  or  hefid  winds. 

Charleston  bar,  being  composed  of  sand,  and  acted  upon  by  gales  and  strong  currents,  is  ascertained 
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to  change,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  po.sition  of  the  channels;  therefore,  they  may  be  found  to  disagree 
with  the  chart  in  a  few  years.  In  consideration  of  this  change,  it  is  suggested  that,  instead  of  the  present 
beacon,  a  movable  beacon  be  placed  in  front  of  the  light-house,  to  be  so  shifted,  from  time  to  time,  as  to 
obviate  the  difiSculty  which  arises  in  having  the  two  objects  out  of  range,  as  they  now  are,  much  to  the 
inconvenience  and  danger  of  strangers  to  the  coast  who  may  attempt,  without  a  pilot,  to  go  in. 

Suitable  fortifications  on  Sullivan's  Island  and  Fort  Johnson  reef,  near  Pelican  bank,  aided  by  one 
steam  frigate,  would  render  Charleston  as  secure  as  any  point  on  our  coast. 

Directions  for  entering  the  jwrl  of  Charleston. 

Bring  the  light-house  to  bear  northwest  by  west,  and  stand  for  it  until  you  see  the  buoys  on  the  bar, 
three  in  number;  the  outside,  or  southernmost  buoy  on  the  south  breakers,  leave  to  the  left  hand,  or 
southward  of  you,  about  a  cable's  length  distant;  the  other  two  buoys,  on  the  north  breakers,  leave  on 
your  right  hand,  or  to  the  northward  of  you,  about  half  a  cable's  length. 

After  crossing  the  bar,  bound  up,  steer  north  three-fourths  west  along  the  north  breakers,  which  will 
carry  you  up  to  Sullivan's  Island. 

These  directions  will  answer  for  vessels  drawing  twelve  feet  and  under,  but,  over  that  draft,  the  bar 
should  not  be  attempted  without  a  pilot. 

The  latitude  of  the  southeast  angle  of  Fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  is  32  degrees  46  seconds 
2T  minutes  north,  longitude  not  ascertained. 

LAWRENCE  KEARNY,  Slaster  Commandant  United  States  Navy. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th  of  April  last,  requiring  an  examination  of  St.  Mary's  bar,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report:  That  upon  a  strict  and  careful  set  of  soundings,  taken  in  July  and  August,  the 
general  depth  of  water  on  St.  Mary's  bar,  at  low  tide,  was  twelve  feet  six  inches;  that  the  depth  is 
somewhat  greater  than  at  the  time  it  was  surveyed  by  Lieut.  Ramage,  a  copy  of  whose  report  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  difference,  I  conceive,  arises  from  the  efiect  of  the  prevailing  winds,  at  the  periods  at  which  the 
soundings  were  taken;  the  one  being  in  the  middle  of  winter  when  the  prevailing  winds  are  blowing 
from  the  land,  and  the  other  in  the  summer,  when  they  generally  blow  on  sliore. 

The  average  depth  of  St.  Mary's  bar  may  be  estimated  at  twelve  feet,  the  same  as  at  Charleston, 
taking  the  season  through. 

The  following  distances  were  actually  measured  at  low  water,  viz:  From  thirteen  feet  within  the 
bar  to  thirteen  feet  without,  measured  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 

The  distance  from  the  north  to  the  south  shoals,  measured  three  hundr.  d  yards. 

The  sands  on  the  bar  are  much  the  same  as  on  Charleston  bar,  subject  to  shift  by  the  effect  of  heavy 
gales;  but  how  far  they  have  been  affected  since  the  survey  of  Lieut.  Ramage  is  not  clearly  ascertained, 
as  the  chart  of  that  period  was  not  fully  completed  at  that  point,  in  consequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  not  permitting  the  taking  of  a  sufficient  number  of  lines  of  soundings,  to  delineate  every  part 
and  feature  of  the  bar. 

Additional  lines  of  soundings  have  been  added,  but,  as  before  mentioned,  the  difference  of  the  season 
of  the  year  may  produce  some  variance  in  the  depth,  with  those  before  taken. 

The  rise  and  fall  of  tide  at  this  bar,  as  well  as  at  Charleston  bar,  may,  upon  an  average,  be  esti- 
mated at  six  feet. 

The  directions  for  entering  this  bar,  and  for  anchoring  in  the  harbor,  &c.,  in  the  report  of  Lieut. 
Ramage,  are  found  to  be  strictly  correct.  , 

A  considerable  enlargement  of  the  sandy  shoals,  forming  the  northeast  side  of  the  harbor,  has  taken 
place  since  the  survey  of  Lieut.  Ramage,  which  may  eventually  have  a  tendency  to  confine  the  water  in 
such  a  narrow  passage  as  to  wash  away  and  make  a  deeper  channel  over  the  main  bar. 

The  harbors  within  the  bar,  called  Cumberland  and  Amelia,  are  safe  and  commodious. 

The  convenience  of  this  port,  as  a  naval  rendezvous  for  West  India  cruisers,  is  about  the  same  as 
Charleston,  in  regard  to  the  facilities  of  reaching  it  in  the  winter  season. 

The  difficulty  which  arises  in  proceeding  to  a  further  distance  north,  to  arrive  at  Charleston,  is 
equalled  by  the  difficulty  of  proceeding  to  a  greater  distance  west,  to  arrive  at  St.  Mary's,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  westwardly  gales,  which  frequently  blow  in  the  winter  season  very  heavy  from  the 
coast. 

LAWRENCE  KEARNY,  3Iaster  Commandant  United  Stales  Navy. 


D. 

New  York,  December  31,  1825. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  acting  Lieutenant  Jonathan  W.  Sherburne  has  so  far  corai 
pleted  the  chart  of  Charleston  bar  as  to  present  it  as  a  reference,  connected  with  my  report  I  had  the 
honor  to  send  in  on  the  16th  inst. 

It  has  been  determined  since  my  report,  (by  calculating  upon  the  survey  of  St.  Mary's  bar,  in  1822 
and  in  1825,)  that  the  shoal  at  the  north  side  of  the  channel  advances  to  the  southward,  as  at  Charleston 
bar. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  LAWRENCE  KEARNY. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Extract  from  the  report  on  the  survey  of  the  coast  af  Florida,  made  by  James  Ramage,  United  States  navy. 

These  observations  commenced  at  St.  Mary's  river,  dividing  Georgia  from  Florida,  and  continue 
with  the  line  of  the  seacoast  until  they  terminate  at  the  Tortugas  Islands. 

Cumberland  harbor,  which  lies  at  the  entrance  of  St.  Mary's  river,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Cumberland  Island,  on  the  south  by  Amelia  and  Tyger  Islands,  on  the  west  by  Georgia  and  the  river 
St.  Mary's,  and  on  the  east  by  a  line  of  shoals,  extending  from  the  point  of  Cumberland  Island  in  a 
southern  direction,  about  five  and  a  half  miles,  to  the  bar.  It  is  spacious  and  perfectly  secure,  having 
good  anchorage  and  a  sufficient  depth  of  water.  The  entrance  over  the  bar  is  narrow,  but  not  difficult, 
as  is  also  the  channel  formed  by  the  above  line  of  shoals,  and  those  extending  from  the  shore  to  Amelia 
Island. 

Connected  with  the  Cumberland  harbor  is  a  smaller  one,  formed  by  Amelia  and  Tiger  Islands,  having 
sufficient  depth  of  water  for  any  vessels  that  can  cross  the  bar,  and  affording  the  most  perfect  shelter 
from  all  winds. 

The  greatest  depth  of  water  found  on  the  bar  at  St.  Mary's,  during  three  months'  oJ)servation,  was 
eighteen  and  a  half  feet;  the  least,  eleven  feet;  but  the  ordinary  rise  and  fall,  when  not  acted  on  by 
tempestuous  weather,  or  other  causes,  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  seventeen  and  a  half  for  high  water, 
and  eleven  and  a  half  for  low,  and  generally  about  fifteen  feet  at  half  tide. 

Directions  for  crossing  St.  llary's  bar,  and  sailing  into  Cumberland  and  Amelia  harbors. 

Bring  the  light-house  on  Cumberland  Island  to  bear  northwest  one-half  west  and  steer  directly  for  it ;  the 
soundings  will  gradually  shoal,  from  seven  fathoms  to  five,  then  very  close  to  the  bar;  continue  the  above 
course,  which  will  cross  the  bar  in  mid-channel,  between  the  north  and  south  breakers.  When  over  the 
bar,  where  a  boat  buoy  is  now  placed,  immediately  steer  northwest  by  north  one-half  north  by  compass,  to 
clear  a  shoal,  called  the  Middles,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  distant,  and  extending  from  the  shore  of  Amelia 
Island  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  channel.  There  is  a  buf)y  on  the  spit  of  this 
shoal,  which  must  be  left  on  the  larboard  hand.  The  channel  between  the  bar,  on  this  buoy,  is  very  nar- 
row, and  the  deepest  water  close  to  the  breakers  on  the  east  side;  the  soundings  in  the  middle  are  from 
seventeen  to  twenty-three  feet,  at  low  water,  deepening  nearer  to  the  breakers,  and  decreasing  towards 
the  shore.  After  passing  the  bank  of  the  Middle,  steer  northwest  by  north  one-half  west  for  the  north  end  of 
Amelia  Island;  the  channel  becomes  wider,  and  the  water  gradually  deeper.  When  up  with  the  point  of 
Amelia,  if  bound  to  Cumberland  harbor,  steer  northwest  by  west  until  the  light-house  bears  northeast 
distant  from  Cumberland  Island  one  mile;  then  anchor  in  five  fathoms  mud  and  sand,  with  good  holding 
ground.  If  bound  to  Amelia  harbor,  keep  Amelia  Point  close  on  board,  to  avoid  an  extensive  shoal 
which  makes  off  from  Tyger  Island;  and,  by  the  lead,  continue  to  steer  along  the  shore  of  Amelia  until 
up  with  the  town  of  Fernandina;  then  anchor  in  mid-channel  in  six  and  a  half  fathoms  water,  and  excel- 
lent holding  ground.  If  bound  to  the  town  of  St.  Mary's  from  Cumberland  harbor,  from  which  the 
entrance  to  the  river  is  plainly  discoverable,  steer  for  it,  avoiding  a  spit  which  extends  from  the  lower 
point  of  Jolly  river,  and  enter  the  river  St.  Mary's  about  mid-channel;  continue  thus  to  ascend  it  until 
near  the  town,  when,  to  avoid  an  extensive  shoal  making  from  the  larboard  shore,  two-thirds  across,  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  close  to  the  marsh  on  the  starboard  side.  A  vessel  drawing  eighteen  feet  water  can 
navigate  the  river  St.  Mary's  as  high  as  the  town. 

There  is  a  small  channel  of  entrance  to  Cumberland  harbor,  called  the  Swash  channel,  in  which  there 
is  from  five  to  seven  feet,  at  low  water;  it  runs  near  to  Cumberland  Island,  but  so  frequently  varies  in 
its  direction  and  depth,  from  the  effects  of  winds,  that  it  should  never  be  attempted  but  in  extreme  cases. 

The  latitude  of  the  light-house  on  Cumberland  Island  is  thirty  degrees  forty-five  minutes  forty-seven 
seconds,  north.  The  longi'.ude  could  not  be  accurately  determined  for  want  of  time  keepers.  The  observed 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  was  six  seconds  fifty-eight  hundredths,  east;  the  daily  variation,  twenty- 
five  seconds. 

The  tides  at  St.  Mary's,  when  not  acted  on  by  temporary  and  local  causes,  are  very  regular.  It  is 
high  water  on  the  bar,  on  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  at  seven  minutes  forty  seconds;  in  Cumber- 
laud  harbor,  at  eight  minutes  forty-five  seconds,  and  the  average  rise  and  fall  is  estimated  to  be  six  and 
a  half  feet. 

The  east  and  northeast  winds,  being  those  which  mostly  prevail  in  the  winter  months,  and  some- 
times blow  with  great  violence,  create  the  highest  tides,  by  forcing  a  large  column  of  water  upon  the 
coast.  The  winds  from  northwest  have  a  contrary  eifect;  but,  although  they  sometimes  blow  with  violence, 
they  do  not  last  long,  generally  shifting  to  the  northeast  and  east.  During  the  spring  and  summer 
months  the  land  and  sea  breezes  prevail,  occasionally  interrupted  by  an  easterly  gale  which  lasts  four  or 
five  days. 

Remarks  reJative  to  the  defence  of  St.  Marfs. 

When  it  is  considered  that  St.  Mary's  is  the  only  safe  harbor,  possessing  the  greatest  depth  of 
water  at  its  entrance,  on  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  it 
becomes  an  important  point  on  the  line  of  maritime  defences:  and,  whether  we  consider  it  as  afi"ording 
protection  to  our  military  and  commercial  marine  in  time  of  war,  or  security  to  the  southern  section  of 
our  country,  the  results  are  manifestly  in  favor  of  its  being  well  defended.  As  an  exterior  line  of 
defence,  having  these  objects  in  view,  a  fort,  constructed  on  the  south  point  of  Cumberland  Island,  and 
another  opposite,  on  the  north  point  of  Amelia,  would  be  the  most  favorable  positions,  the  distance 
'between  them  being  4,801  yards;  therefore  both  would  completely  command  the  channel,  through  which 
all  vessels  must  pass  to  reach  Cumberland  harbor. 

A  small  steam  battery  would  be  a  most  efficient  auxiliary  force,  if  constructed  to  navigate  the 
extensive  line  of  iukind  navigation,  to  which  it  would  not  only  afford  protection,  but,  in  case  the  works 
of  St.  Mary's  were  threatened  by  a  large  force,  it  would  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  bar  with 
his  heavy  vessels,  which  might  be  effected  by  lightening  them  of  their  armament,  and  afterwards  receiv- 
ing it  on  board  when  over  the  bar,  a  measure  which  the  forts  alone  could  not  prevent. 
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It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  lighthouse  on  Cumberland  Island  has  been  located  there;  it 
now  serves  only  as  a  light,  but  had  it  been  placed  in  the  proper  position,  on  Amelia  Island,  it  would  have 
answered  the  double  purpose  of  a  light  and  beacon,  to  direct  the  mariner  in  his  course  across  the  bar. 
Under  existing  circumstances,  a  beacon,  erected  on  Amelia  Island,  would  be  very  serviceable  in  sailing 
to  and  over  the  bar,  inside  of  which  a  boat  buoy  is  now  placed;  but  as  it  is  liable  to  be  occasionally 
removed,  either  by  gales  of  wind,  or  for  repairs,  the  necessity  of  a  beacon  is  very  apparent. 

The  climate  of  St.  Mary's  is  nearly  similar  to  that  of  the  whole  of  Florida,  almost  continual  spring.  The 
mean  temperature  in  the  month  of  December  was  60.54  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer;  in  January  53.49; 
and  in  February,  49.48.  The  greatest  thermometrical  elevation  during  the  above  period  was  78.76,  and 
the  lowest  depression  21.40.  The  range  of  the  thermometer  during  the  summer  months  is  from  82  to 
87,  and  the  mean  annual  heat  may  be  estimated  at  72. 

The  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Mary's  river,  near  to  the  sea,  is  chiefly  sandy.  Large  tracts  of  allu- 
vion, or  marsh,  border  on  the  rivers;  but  as  no  attempts  have  hitherto  been  made  to  reclaim  them,  it  ia 
problematical  whether  they  are  capable  of  being  rendered  arable.  The  sand  hills,  or,  as  they  are  called, 
hammock  lands,  produce  the  long  staple  cotton,  of  a  good  quality,  which  is  at  present  the  principal 
article  of  agriculture.  Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  raise  the  sugar  cane  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which  so  far  succeeded  as  to  produce  the  cane,  but  I  am  not  informed  that  sugar  was  produced 
from  it. 

The  district  of  St.  Mary's  furnishes  abundant  supplies  of  the  finest  kinds  of  timber,  namely,  live 
oak,  hickory,  pine,  cypress,  ash,  maple,  and  locust.  The  general  face  of  the  country  presents  a  sterile 
and  barren  appearance,  apparently  incapable  of  ever  supporting  a  dense  population,  without  forced 
upon  it  from  causes  having  their  origin  in  its  geographical  and  political  position. 

The  river  St.  Mary's  is  remarkably  destitute  of  finny  inhabitants.  It  has  its  source  (according  to  a  recent 
survey  made  by  order  of  the  State  of  Georgia)  in  the  Okefinoka  swamp,  from  whence  it  pursues  a  mean- 
dering course  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  until  it  empties  itself  into  the  sea  between  Cumberland 
and  Amelia  Islands.    It  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  sixty  miles  from  its  entrance. 

Should  the  works  I  have  already  proposed  be  erected  for  the  defence  of  St.  Mary's,  a  great  security 
would  be  afforded,  in  time  of  war,  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Territory  of  Florida,  a  safe  retreat  to  our 
public  and  private  armed  vessels  engaged  in  the  West  India  seas,  and  an  important  line  of  inland  navi- 
gation protected,  extending  from  the  river  St.  John's  in  Florida,  to  Charleston  in  South  Carolina,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  two  hundred  miles. 


ReiMes  of  Michael  Dalaney,  a  branch  2nlot,  to  questions  in  relation  to  Charleston  bar. 

CHAKESTON  SHIP  BAR. 

Question.  What  is  the  depth  of  water  at  high  tide,  at  the  lowest  spring  tide,  on   an  average,  in 
moderate  weather? 

Answer.  Eighteen  feet,  at  high  water. 

Ques.  And  what  at  the  highest  springs? 

Ans.  From  twenty  to  twenty-one  feet,  but  have  known  twenty-two  feet  at  high  water. 

Ques.  What  deptti  at  low  water,  common  tides  (average)? 

Ans.  From  twelve  to  twelve  and  a  half  feet  at  low  water. 

Ques.  What  at  high  water,  common  tides — say,  at  an  average,  and  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  From  sixteen  and  a  half  to  seventeen  and  a  half  feet  at  high  tide. 

Ques.  What  difierence  in  the  depth  of  water  on  a  bar  is  made  by  a  stiff  breeze  from  the  eastward? 

Ans.  From  one  and  a  half  to  two  feet,  if  the  wind  has  been  blowing  twenty-four  or  thirty  hours. 

Ques.  What  diiference  is  there  with  a  stiff  breeze  oif  shore,  say  from  the  northward  and  westward? 

A71S.  The  wind  from  north  to  northwest  does  not  materially  affect  the  tide,  but  from  south-southwest 
to  north-northwest  would  lessen  the  tides  from  two  to  three  feet. 

Ques.  What  are  the  rise  and  fall  of  common  tides,  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  Six  feet. 

Ques.  What  are  the  rise  and  fall  of  spring  tides,  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  From  seven  to  eight  feet,  and  sometimes  eight  and  a  half  feet. 

Ques.  What  are  the  best  winds  to  cross  the  bar,  with  a  heavy  draft  of  water? 

Ans.  The  winds  from  north  to  south-southeast  would  be  best  to  go  into  port,  and  to  go  out,  from 
north  round  by  the  west  to  south,  are  the  best. 

Ques.  What  winds  affect  the  flowing  of  the  tides  to  the  greatest  advantage? 

Ans.  From  northeast  to  southeast. 

Ques.  With  what  draft  of  water  can  you  prudently   attempt  to  cross  the  bar,  at  common  tides, 
and  at  what  time  of  the  tide  would  you  enter  the  bar? 

.4)18.  From  sixteen  and  a  half  to  seventeen  feet  at  smooth  water,  high  tide;  either  going  in  or  out, 
one  hour  before  high  water. 

Ques.  With  what   draft  would   you   attempt  it   at  spring  tides;   and  what  is  the   greatest  draft 
you  would  venture  in  with  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  of  winds  and  tides? 

Ans.  At  spring  tides  and  smooth  water  would  attempt  to  bring  in  seventeen  and  a  half  or  eighteen 
feet. 

Ques.  What  is  the  greatest  draft  of  water  you  can  carry  out  with  convenience  and  safety,  upon 
an  average  tide,  say  between  the  neaps  and  springs? 

Ans.  From  fifteen  and  a  half  to  sixteen  and  a  half  feet,  with  the  greatest  safety,  when  the  sea  is 
smooth. 

MICHAEL  DULANEY,  a  Branch  Pilot  for  the  Bar  and  Harbor  of  Charleston. 
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BejMes  made  by  John  Mullingt^,  a  branch  pilot,  to  questions  in  relation  to  Charleston  bar. 

CHARLESTON    SHIP    BAR. 

First  question.  What  is  the  depth  of  water  at  high  tide,  and- lowest  spring  tides  (on  an  average)  in 
moderate  weather? 

Ansioer.  Seventeen  feet  and  a  lialf. 

Second  question.  And  what  at  the  highest  springs? 

Ans.  From  nineteen  to  twenty  feet. 

Third  question.  What  depth  at  low  water  common  tides  (average). 

Ans.  Twelve  feet. 

Fourth  question.  What  at  high  water,  common  tides,  say  on  an  average,  and  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  Eighteen  feet. 

Fifth  question.  What  difference  in  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  is  made  by  a  stiff  breeze  from  the 
eastward? 

Ans.  From  a  foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet 

Sixth  question.  What  difference  is  there  with  a  stiff  breeze  off  shore,  say  from  the  northward  and 
westwai-d? 

Ans.  The  north  wind  lowers  the  tide  none;  the  west  wind  from  one  to  two  feet,  according  to  the 
strength  of  the  breeze. 

Seventh  question.  What  are  the  rise  and  fall  of  common  tides,  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  Six  feet  water. 

Eighth  question.  What  are  the  rise  and  fall  of  spring  tides,  moderate  weather? 

Ans.  From  seven  to  eight  feet. 

Ninth  question.  What  are  the  best  winds  to  cross  the  bar,  with  a  heavy  draft  of  water? 

Ans.  From  northeast  to  southeast. 

Tenth  question.  What  winds  affect  the  flowing  of  the  tides  to  the  greatest  advantage? 

Ans.  From  north  to  east. 

Eleventh  question.    With   what   draft  of  water    can   you   prudently   attempt   to    cross    the   bar  at 
common  tides,  and  at  what  time  of  the  tide  would  you  enter  the  bar? 

Ans.  Seven;  en  feet,  at  five  hours  flood. 

Twelfth  question.  With  what  draft  would  you  attempt  it  at  spring  tides,  and  what  is  the  greatest 
draft  you  would  venture  in  with  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  of  winds  and  tides? 

Ans.  Eighteen  feet. 

Tliirteenth  question.  What  is  the  greatest  draft  of  water  you  can  carry  out  with  convenience  and 
safety  upon  an  average  tide,  say  between  the  neaps  and  springs? 

Ans.  Sixteen  and  a  half  feet. 

JOHN  MULLINGS,  Branch  Pilot  for  the  Bar  and  Harbor  of  Charleston.      . 


Report  of  John  Robertson,  Esq.,  late  Navy  agent  at  Charleston. 

PORT  OF  CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Question  first.  The  depth  of  water  upon  Charleston  bar,  at  the  lowest  and  the  highest  spring  tides, 
and  at  common  tides? 

Answer.  The  lowest  tides  are  from  June  to  August;  spring  tides,  the  highest,  are  in  April,  May,  Sep- 
tember and  October;  common  tides  from  November  to  March.  Water  on  the  bar,  lowest  17  feet;  highest 
spring  tides,  21  feet;  common  tides,  18  feet. 

Question  second.  Whether  the  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  is  affected  by  any,  and  what  winds?  to 
what  extent,  and  in  what  manner? 

Ans.  The  tides  are  affected  by  southerly  and  westerly  winds,  which  prevail  from  June  till  September, 
and  are  called  neap  tides.  The  northerly  winds  prevail  from  November  to  March.  The  northeast  winds 
raise  the  tides,  and  the  southwest  and  west  reduce  the  most.  At  times,  the  tides  rise  only  three  and  a 
half  to  four,  and,  at  other  times,  with  a  northeast  to  southeast  wind,  to  eight  feet.  Mr.  Michael  Delaney, 
one  of  the  oldest  pilots,  states  he  can  carry  out  a  merchant  ship  drawing  seventeen  or  seventeen  and  a 
half  feet,  and  a  man-of-war  of  eighteen  feet,  and  that  there  would  be  more  safety  for  the  latter  in  cross- 
ing the  bar,  arising  from  their  superior  sailing. 

Question  third.  The  strength  of  the  current  on  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  anchorage  within  it? 

Ans.  The  strength  of  the  flood  upon  the  bar  is  about  two  knots;  when  the  wind  is  southeast  to  simth- 
west  and  northeast,  one  and  a  half  knots.  The  ebb  runs  with  the  usual  winds  three  to  three  and  a  half; 
and  if  there  is  a  fresh  in  the  river,  about  four  knots.  A  safe  anchorage  within  the  bar  may  be  had,  the 
light  bearing  west  by  south  in  three  and  a  half  and  four  fathoms.  Ships-of-war  generally  anchor  in  the 
Roads,  opposite  Sullivan's  Island,  in  seven  to  nine  feet,  (probably  fathoms.) 

Question  fourth.  Width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar?  Fifth  Width  of  the  bar?  Sixth.  And  nature 
of  the  bottom?     Seventh.  With  wliat  winds  large  vessels  can  cross  the  bar,  inwards  and  outwards? 

Ans.  Width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar  from  north  to  south,  one-quarter  of  a  mile.  Fifth.  Width 
of  the  bar  east  and  west,  about  a  mile;  the  shoal  part  about  three  hundred  yards.  Sixth.  Bottom  sand 
and  mud.  Seventh.  Vessels  cross  the  bar  inwards,  with  the  winds  from  north  to  south;  and  outward  from 
north  to  west. 

Question  eighth.  The  prevailing  winds  at  different  seasons  of  the  year? 

Ans.  The  prevailing  winds  from  June  to  September,  are  southeast  to  west;  from  September  to  Janu- 
ary, north  to  east;  from  January  to  May,  northeast  and  southwest. 

Question  ninth.  The  extent  of  safe  anchorage  for  large  vessels,  after  crossing  the  tiar,  may  be  from 
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Cumming's  Point,  opposite  Sullivan's  Island,  all  the  way  to  the  city,  an  extent  of  six  miles  and 
upwards. 

Question  tenth.  The  convenience  of  such  anchorage  for  receiving-  supplies  from  the  shore? 

Ans.  The  convenience  of  such  anchorage  for  receiving  supplies  is  easy,  unless  a  gale  of  wind  should 
happen,  which  is  seldom.  Packet  boats  and  steamboats  can  always  be  had,  should  vessels  of  war  not 
choose  to  use  their  own  boats  and  men. 

Question  eleventh.  The  facilities  for  obtaining  good  fresh  water? 

Ans.  Good  fresh  water  is  supplied  by  tanks  with  forcing  pumps  from  good  wells.  There  are  large 
cisterns  upon  the  wharves  which  afford  a  good  supply,  if  preferred. 

Question  twelfth.  What  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores  for  a  fleet  could  be  obtained  from  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  to  what  extent,  at  short  notice? 

Ans.  The  planters  of  this  State  cultivate  rice  and  cotton,  and  do  not  turn  their  attention  to  salting 
pork  and  beef;  nor  growing  any  great  quantity  of  wheat  for  grinding  and  putting  up  flour,  preferring  to 
depend  upon  the  north  for  supplies  of  salted  provision,  butter,  lard,  flour,  &c.  In  the  event  of  a  fleet 
calling  at  this  port  for  supplies,  it  is  admitted  only  a  small  quantity  could  be  had,  except  fresh  beef, 
pork,  salted  beef,  salted  pork,  bread,  flour,  and  whiskey,  &c.  If  it  was  known  that  the  smaller  sized 
vessels  of  war  would  resort  to  this  for  supplies,  merchants  would  always  keep  on  hand  such  articles  as' 
may  be  required  in  every  line  of  business.  The  United  States  might  have  a  depot  of  salted  beef,  pork, 
butter,  and  such  articles  as  would  keep  in  this  climate,  and  purchase  the  smaller  as  occasion  required. 

Question  thirteenth.  Whether  the  harbor  has  good  positions  for  a  dock  or  navy  yard? 

Ans.  It  has  several  good  positions.  A  navy  yard  might  be  established  upon  a  scale  suited  to  the 
depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  at  spring  tides,  at  different  places. 

Fii'st.  Opposite  to  the  city,  upon  the  same  island  whereon  Castle  Pinckney  is  erected;  to  the  north 
of  the  castle  is  a  body  of  marsh,  which,  at  a  considerable  expense,  might  be  excavated  and  deepened  for 
a  dock;  the  mud  and  sand  taken  out  would,  in  part,  raise  a  dam  or  bank  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings 
upon,  aided  with  palmetto  logs  and  stone.  There  are  plentj'  of  shells  on  banks  in  the  rivers,  which,  with 
coarse  lime,  a  strong  work  could  be  erected;  a  cistern  could  be  built  to  contain  all  the  rain  water  that 
might  fall  upon  the  buildings.  The  castle  has  a  cistern  to  supply  a  soldiery.  The  channel  runs  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  marsh.  A  rough  sketch  has  been  made  of  a  dock.  The  advantage  of  a  depot  adjoining 
the  castle  would  be  that  the  seamen  and  workmen  could,  at  all  times,  be  kept  at  their  post,  and  prevented 
from  getting  intoxicated  at  houses  in  the  city.  This  situation  would  require  a  strong  embankment  to 
resist  a  rise  of  waters  during  a  hurricane. 

Second.  Three  miles  above  the  city,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Cooper  river,  is  Lempriere's  Point,  where 
there  is  a  basin,  surrounded  nearly  by  high  land,  the  diameter  of  which  is  150  yards;  this  could  be  exca- 
vated and  deepened  so  as  to  admit  vessels,  at  spring  tides,  of  ten  feet,  to  enter  from  the  river.  Wells 
could  be  sunk  to  supply  all  the  good  water  that  might  be  wanted.  This  site  could  be  fenced  in  and  ihe 
men  prevented  from  visiting  the  city.  The  health,  at  all  seasons,  is  said  to  be  good,  as  the  proprietor 
lives  there  all  the  year.     August,  September  and  October  are  the  sickly  months. 

Third.  The  site  where  the  John  Adams  was  built  is  four  miles  by  land  from  the  city,  upon  a  bold 
creek  of  five  fathoms.  The  situation  is  low,  and  water  bad;  all  who  have  lived  there  the  year  round  never 
escape  the  fall  fevers;  the  men  cannot  be  prevented  from  coming  to  town  at  night. 

Fourth.  Between  Gadsden's  wharf  and  wharves  to  the  south  is  a  body  of  marsh  land,  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  Col.  Henry  Laurence;  this  is  for  sale.  It  would  require  to  be  dammed  in,  and  a 
wharf  of  palmetto  logs  erected,  in  the  manner  all  have  been  done  on  Cooper  river,  at  a  considerable 
expense. 

Fifth.  There  is  a  bold  creek  (Town)  above  Gadsden's  wharf,  that  is  twenty  feet  deep  at  low  water, 
and  runs  near  the  land  called  Hempstead.  A  wharf  could  be  run  from  the  high  land,  a  distance  of  450 
yards.  The  water,  with  which  the  tanks  supply  the  shipping,  is  from  this  quarter.  This  site  may  be  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  and,  to  be  improved,  would  require  a  considerable  sum. 

Sixth.  There  are  shipwrights,  who  olfer  their  wharves  for  sale,  and  would  require  improvements. 

Seventh.  There  is  a  tide  water  saw-mill  upon  the  margin  of  Ashley  river,  upper  end  of  Tradd  street. 

There  is  a  considerable  parcel  of  land  formed  with  mud  and  sawdust.  A  wharf  has  been  run  out 
with  palmetto  logs,  and  filled  in  part;  there  is  ten  feet  at  low  water:  this  mill  and  site  maybe  purchased. 

The  river  is  five  or  seven  feet  deep,  and  is  upon  the  western  side  of  the  city,  and  secure  from  north- 
east and  soutlieast  winds,  in  hurricane  seasons:  this  situation  is  capable  of  extensive  improvements;  cis- 
terns must  be  built  to  contain  rain  water  that  may  fall  on  the  buildings.  There  are  not  any  wells  of  good 
water,  easy  of  access,  on  this  river.  All  pine  lumber,  and  some  other  kinds,  comes  into  this  river,  fresh 
from  the  country,  for  the  mills  on  both  sides  of  the  city.  There  is  also  another  situation,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  above,  on  a  creek,  which  would  require  deepening  to  come  near  the  land. 

Eighth.  A  wharf,  with  two  brick  stores,  tiled  and  slated,  maybe  purchase  \  or  leased,  from  Mr.  F.  C. 
May,  adjoining  the  ship  yards,  on  Cooper  river,  the  same  that  was  occupied  during  the  war  by  the  Navy 
Department,  and  since  for  a  time. 

This  could  be  fenced  in  upon  two  sides,  and  would  answer  as  heretofore,  upon  a  small  scale.  By 
adding  a  head  to  the  present  wharf,  a  sl6op-of-war  could  haul  on  each  side,  land  stores,  careen  and  refit; 
there  may  be  eighteen  feet  at  the  head  of  the  wharf;  bottom  soft  mud. 

This  is  the  most  eligible  situation  in  the  city  for  a  temporary  establishment,  all  the  mechanics  being 
near  at  hand.     A  cistern  could  be  made,  at  a  small  expense,  to  supply  vessels  in  part. 

Question  fourteenth.  How  near  does  the  channel  run  to  the  shore? 

Ans.  To  Castle  Pinckney,  about  40  or  50  yards;  to  one  wharf  on  Cooper  river,  30  to  40  yards;  to 
Lempriere's  Point,  30  to  40  yards;  any  vessel  that  can  cross  the  bars  can  lay  at  anchor  at  those  distances 
from  the  shore,  in  4|  to  5  and  7. 

Question  fifteenth.   General  health  and  quality  of  the  soil? 

Ans.  There  are  only  three  months  considered  sickly  in  this  State — August,  September,  and  October. 
Soil,  in  some  places,  mud  and  sand.     High  land  generally  sandy. 

Question  si.rteenth.  Wharfing  to  the  channel? 

Ans.  Palmetto  logs  resist  worms,  and  are  in  general  use  in  building  wharves,  and  may  be  had  in 
abundance.  Stone  may  be  had  from  the  north  to  fill  up,  or  build  and  shingle.  Ballast  from  merchant 
ships  for  the  like  purpose. 

Question  seventeenth.  Whether  the  worm  is  destructive  in  the  harbor? 
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Aiii^.  The  worms  cut  from  April  to  November,  and  a  new  bottom  lias  been  destroyed  by  them  in  six 
weeks,  so  as  to  require  new  plank. 

Quedioii  eighteenth.  Price  of  provisions  of  every  kind? 

Ans.  The  prices  of  provisions  vary,  according  to  seasons,  and  a  variety  of  occurrences;  and  to  fix  a 
stationary  rate  is  not  practicable  in  any  city  of  the  United  States. 

Quedion  nineteenth.  The  facilities  of  obtaining  timber? 

Ans.  The  facility  of  obtaining  pine  timber,  cypress,  and  white  oak,  is  easy;  it  is  cut  on  Edisto  river, 
and  rafted  to  the  city:  live  oak  is  cut  on  the  island,  and  upon  the  main  land,  and  is  sent  to  the  city  in 
small  vessels  constructed  for  the  purpose. 

Question  twentieth.  Number  of  mechanics  to  be  obtained,  and  laborers;  also,  the  daily  wages  of  each? 

Ans.  There  are  shipwrights,  white  and  colored,  120;  black  and  whitesmiths,  130;  gunsmiths,  15; 
block  and  pump  makers,  25;  boat-builders,  16;  ship-joiners,  10;  brassfounders  and  coppersmiths,  10; 
sailmakers,  32;  riggers,  20;  painters,  60;  coopers,  60;  turners,  16;  tin-workers  and  plumbers,  20;  mill- 
wrights, 16;  wheelwrights,  34;  cabinet-makers,  60;  coachmakers,  40;  house-carpenters,  200;  tanners, 
40;  bakers,  60;  butchers,  100;  saw-mills,  impelled  by  water  and  steam,  8;  iron  foundries,  2;  ropewalks, 
2;  ship-chandlers,  6.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other  tradesmen,  whose  occupation  is  essential  in  the 
community.  The  wages  of  white  workmen  is  $2  per  day;  black,  or  colored,  $1;  and  colored  laborers  can 
be  hired  at  ten  or  twelve  dollars  per  month.  The  general  average  of  wages  is  $1.12|  per  day,  and  is 
cheaper  than  in  Boston. 

JNO.  ROBERTSON. 

Charleston,  llmj  18,  1825. 


No.  3. 

Chaelesto.v,  August  5,  1825. 

Dear  Sir:  The  polite  acceptance  of  the  offer  made  you,  to  contribute  our  personal  services  and  infor- 
mation in  aid  of  the  important  investigation  you  are  commissioned  to  make,  touching  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  national  Navy  yard  at  Charleston,  with  the  specified  points  of  inquiry  subsequently 
received,  were  early  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee.  A  desire  to  impart  full  and  minute 
information,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  simultaneous  action  on  subjects  eliciting  the  opinions  of  several, 
and  your  indulgence  limiting  the  suspension  of  this  reply  to  our  own  convenience,  we  respectfully  ofier 
as  apologies  for  the  time  permitted  to  elapse  since  your  communication  was  received. 

To  the  several  inquiries  whether  there  are  good  positions  in  this  harbor?  Their  proximity  to  a  depth 
of  water  equal  to  that  on  the  bar?  The  facility  for  obtaining  fresh  water?  And  the  general  health  of 
such  positions?  the  committee  have  instructed  me  to  make  the  subjoined  replication. 

There  are  several,  well  adapted  to  the  uses  of  the  government.  The  best,  in  some  respects,  are 
already  occupied  for  commercial  uses,  and  can  now  be  procured  only  at  a  cost  which  it  is  probable  would 
constitute  a  serious  objection.  Those  which  remain  may  be  procured  and  improved  for  a  trifling  amount, 
and  do  unquestionably  offer  some  advantages  of  which  the  first  are  not  susceptible. 

On  the  Cooper  river,  and  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Charleston,  is  a  lot,  the  property  of  the  heirs 
of  the  late  Henry  Laurence,  very  capacious  and  contiguous  to  springs  of  fresh  water.  The  health  of 
this  spot  may  be  estimated  by  the  health  of  the  city;  it  consists  of  shoal  and  high  marsh  lands,  occa- 
sionally covered  by  the  tides.  The  depth  of  water  is  20'  to  25  feet,  where  the  improvements  will  be  made, 
leaving  an  extensive  dock  in  the  rear.     The  distance  from  the  high  land  to  the  channel  is  1,100  feet. 

The  next  lot  of  land  above  Gasden's  wharf,  for  a  description,  admits  of  reference  to  the  first; 
possesses  the  same  advantages  and  disadvantages,  is  without  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  generally  healthy,  even  to  foreigners. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Charleston  line  another  has  been  noticed,  but  its  inaccessible  location 
renders  it  iiii'ligible,  though  presenting  the  advantages  of  health  and  good  water. 

The  ship  yard  on  Town  creek,  occupied  by  the  late  Paul  Pritchard,  and  by  him  selected  for  building 
the  frigate  John  Adams,  is  three  miles  from  the  city.  The  high  land  is  contiguous  to  the  channel,  and 
afibrds  an  adequate  depth  of  water.  This  situation  is  sickly  in  the  fall  of  the  year;  and  good  fresh 
water  can  be  procured  only  by  cisterns,  or  transportation  in  tanks. 

Hobcaro,  the  property  of  William  Pritchard,  is  a  bluff  on  the  eastern  side  of  Cooper  river,  2^  miles 
from  the  city,  at  the  base  of  which  is  an  adequate  depth  of  water  for  any  naval  purposes.  The  health 
of  this  position  is  equivocal;  it  is  the  received  opinion  that  fall  fevers  occur  sometimes  here.  Fresh 
water  is  abundant,  and  very  good.  There  are  one  or  more  positions  contiguous  to  this  spot,  and  very 
highly  esteemed  by  practical  men  for  their  adaptation  to  the  uses  contemplated.  Prince's  Point,  and  a 
piece  of  land,  the  property  of  W.  Smith,  jr.,  may*  merit  your  inspection. 

Schute's  Folly,  the  island  of  marsh  land,  opposite  the  city,  on  which  Castle  Pinckney  is  located, 
affords  two  or  more  admirable  positions;  a  light  cost,  in  a  national  view,  would  render  this  place  the  very 
best  site  for  such  an  establishment.  The  health  of  this  place  has  often  been  tested,  and  ma_y,  with  no 
impropriety,  be  compared  with  Sullivan's  Island.  Its  insul'ar  situation  will  advance  and  facilitate  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  subordination  and  discipline;  while  it  places  without  the  reach  of 
depredation  the  materials  and  stores  requisite  for  naval  uses.  Fresh  water  may  be  obtained  in  tanks,  or 
received  into  cisterns.  The  channel  on  both  sides  of  the  island  atfords  an  adequate  depth  of  water  for 
any  vessel  that  can  pass  the  bar. 

These  are  all  the  positions  on  the  Cooper  river,  and  one  of  its  confluent  streams,  that  the  committee 
think  would  answer.  Your  attention  will  now  be  directed  to  the  Ashley.  The  first,  on  Mr.  Duncan's 
mill  establishment,  is  on  the  edge  of  the  river;  at  his  wharf  a  depth  of  18  feet  water  will  be  found,  and 
any  required  depth  by  a  small  projection  of  the  work  towards  the  channel.  A  good  i-oad  has  been  made 
to  cross  the  marsh  100  or  800  feet  in  length  to  this  point;  it  would  be  requisite  to  augment  the  space 
now  occupied  as  a  lumber  yard,  by  filling  above  the  high  tides  the  contiguous  marsh  lands.  Fresh  water 
must  be  procured  for  this  position  through  the  intervention  of  tanks  or  cisterns.  This  situation  is  con- 
sidered healthy.  In  ascending  the  river  a  few  hundred  yards,  another  situation  is  oifered,  holding  a  high 
VOL.  II 60  K 


474  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  279. 

place  in  public  estimation:  Mr.  Martin  Stroble's  steam-mill  lots,  and  the  lots  of  Messrs.  Hurtz,  Brisbane 
and  Hadeston,  to  the  west.  An  extensive  shoal  of  1  or  800  feet  is  here  interposed  between  the  high 
land  and  the  channel  of  the  river.  This  situation  is  healthy,  affords  good  fresh  water,  is  covered  from 
equinoctial  gales,  and  the  very  best  for  obtaining  the  requisite  supplies  of  materials,  fuel,  &c.  The  two 
latter  places  are  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city. 

From  this  position  to,  or  near  the  Grove,  the  residence  of  the  late  William  Lowndes,  a  margin  of 
marsh  land  of  1,500  to  2,000  feet  skirts  at  the  river;  at  the  Grove  the  river  again  washes  the  high  land,  . 
affording  a  site  easily  improved,  yielding  a  supply  of  good  water,  but  not  so  accessible  as  either  of  those 
first  mentioned,  and  supposed  to  be  sickly  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 

These  are  all  the  positions  near  or  within  the  city,  which  the  committee  think  adapted  to  the  con- 
templated work.  It  is  apprehended  that  objections  may  arise  to  the  extent  of  shoal  and  marsh  land, 
which  must  be  necessarily  embraced  in  the  completion  of  a  navy  yard.  Such  objections  will  disappear 
when  the  original  cost,  the  facility  of  improvement,  and  the  great  advantages  they  offer  are  considered. 
The  lands  thus  circumstanced  are  usually  procured  at  a  small  cost,  and  the  materials  for  filling  and 
raising  them  cheap  and  abundant. 

Individual  enterprise,  even  under  prospects  of  equivocal  benefit,  evinces  the  correctness  of  thia 
opinion;  nor  are  the  advantages  they  present  to  be  disregarded.  It  is  indispensable  to  every  such 
establishment,  in  this  climate,  to  have  the  command  of  a  commensurate  dock  for  depositing  and  preserv- 
ing the  timber  and  other  materials  required  for  the  building  and  repair  of  vessels.  In  such  they  are 
kept  without  injury  from  the  worm,  for  many  years,  and  obtain  a  durability  proportioned  to  their  con- 
tinuance in  the  salt  water;  the  saline  particles  percolating  and  displacing  the  natural  moisture  or  sap. 
The  expediency  and  propriety  of  such  an  appendage  cannot  be  too  earnestly  urged. 

Experience  favors  the  general  impression  that  the  worm  is  not  so  destructive  in  this  harbor  as  in 
lower  latitudes.  Small  vessels,  navigating  the  rivers  and  creeks  near  Charleston,  require  to  be  careened 
two  or  three  times  in  the  year,  but,  as  they  are  protected  only  by  the  pitch,  and  perpetually  exposed  to 
have  it  removed  by  the  shell  banks  and  shoals,  on  which  they  frequently  lie  at  low  water,  this  extraordi- 
nary case  will  not  surpise.  The  materials  for  building  and  repairs  are  perfectly  protected  by  the  docks, 
previously  the  subject  of  remark;  vessels  of  war  on  a  southern  station  are  usually  shielded  by  copper. 
The  material  uniformly  employed  in  constructing  the  wharves  of  Charleston  is  the  cabbage  or  pal- 
metto tree.  The  strength  and  durability  of  this  wood,  when  skillfully  united,  and  its  capacity  to  resist 
the  worm  considered,  places  it  high  in  estimation.  In  the  employment  of  this,  but  a  small  sum  is  requi- 
site for  the  completion  of  an  extensive  work.  Pine  wood,  mud,  sand  and  stones  furnish  the  filling,  and 
abundantly  supplied. 

There  would  be  no  difBculty  in  procuring  an  adequate  supply  of  provisions  for  vessels  of  war.  The 
•quantity  would  keep  pace  with  the  emergency,  and  increase  as  rapidly  as  the  public  wants  should  indi- 
cate. During  the  last  war,  when  our  northern  supplies  were  intercepted,  an  abundance  of  wholesome 
flour,  and  of  cattle  and  hogs,  were  furnished  to  the  troops  on  various  southern  stations  from  this  place. 
Independently  of  the  resources  of  this  State,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia  would 
contribute,  on  any  new  emergency,  to  answer  every  possible  demand.  Tliese  States  were  resorted  to 
when  our  usual  resources  had  failed,  but  the  facility,  in  a  time  of  peace,  of  procuring  provisions  from  the 
northern  States  would  remove  every  doubt  of  a  deficiency. 

Thus  far,  we  have  replied,  specifically,  to  the  interrogatories  you  were  pleased  to  make  to  the  com- 
mittee- and,  under  the  general  privilege  of  furnishing  any  other  information,  we  take  the  liberty  to  sub- 
join the  following  remarks: 

The  bar  has  been,  and  is  still,  regarded  a  potent  obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  extensive  naval 
operations  at  this  place.  We  are  fully  aware  of  the  reasoning  on  this  subject,  and  the  minute  practical 
information  you  have  procured  by  a  laborious  investigation.  It  is  a  matter,  however,  so  vitally  impor- 
tant to  the  prosperity  of  Charleston,  that  we  would  lean  confidently  on  your  indulgent  attention  for  the 
suggestions  here  offered.  Mr.  Michael  Delany,  a  man  of  respectability  and  great  experience  in  his  pur- 
suit as  a  pilot,  declares,  with  confidence,  that  a  vessel  of  war  drawing  18  feet  water,  and  a  merchant  ship 
of  11  feet,  can  cross  the  bar:  the  superior  sailing  of  the  former  rendering  it  more  safe  than  for  the  latter. 
Within  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  two  merchant  ships  did  go  out  a  few  days  since,  one  of  them 
drawing  16i  feet,  and  the  other  17  feet,  on  an  ordinary  tide.  There  is,  however,  not  one  of  higher 
authority  than  your  own  to  attest  these  facts.  If,  however,  a  conclusion  hostile  to  our  desires  results 
from  the  impression  that  the  depth  of  water  is  insufficient,  and  the  bar  dangerous,  we  do  conceive  that 
the  removal  of  the  impediment  is  not  only  within  the  power  but  the  province  of  the  national  government. 
In  seeking  the  remedy,  it  is  expedient  to  recur  to  the  originating  cause  of  the  defect.  One  of  the  early 
acts  of  tlie  corporate  authorities  of  Charleston  was  to  fix  the  rates  of  pilotage.  By  these,  vessels  draw- 
21  feet  are  recognized,  and  could  not  have  obtained  a  place  there  had  any  obstruction  existed  to  their 
passing  in  safety.  If,  then,  (and  the  fact  may  be  further  illustrated  by  reference  to  other  official  docu- 
ments,*) there  was  22  or  23  feet  water  on  the  bar,  the  difference  which  now  appears  is  calculated  to  excite 
alarm,'  and  interest  all  those  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  trace  the  cause  and  arrest  an  evil  which  threatens 
to  annihilate  the  commerce  of  Charleston.  This  cause,  the  committee  think,  will  be  found  in  the  receding 
points  of  Sullivan's  and  James'  Islands.  It  is  the  opinion  of  several  old  and  observing  gentlemen,  that, 
at  the  period  when  General  Moultrie  so  gallantly  defended  the  Palmetto  fort,  the  proximate  points  of 
those  islands  were  from  six  to  seven  hundred  yai'ds  nearer  than  at  present.  As  this  outlet  widens,  the 
bar  necessarily  becomes  shallower. 

By  the  dispersion  of  the  confluent  streams  of  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers  over  this  augmented  space, 
the  currents  lose  their  effective  and  direct  action,  are  divided,  and  minor  channels  are  formed,  and  the 
deeper  gradually  closed. 

Should  the  government  carry  into  effect  a  favorite  and  long  contemplated  measure  of  defence,  that 
of  constructing  a  permanent  fort  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  shoal  or  bank  leading  from  the  present 
site  of  Fort  Johnson  to  Sullivan's  Island,  and  uniting  it  to  James'  Island  by  a  sea  wall,  and  protecting 
Fort  Moultrie  by  a  similar  wall  projected  from  the  west  end  of  Sullivan's  Island,  in  process  of  time  the 
bar  would  afford  a  greater  depth  of  water,  the  city  obtain  the  defence  it  has  long  required,  and  the  port 
of  Charleston,  in  its  increasing  commerce  and  the  advantages  it  would  present  to  the  naval  service, 
amply  refund  the  sums  thus  applied.  It  is  confidently  believed  by  the  committee  that  Gen.  Bernard 
recommended  this  position  as  the  best  in  the  harbor  for  a  fort.  It  will  not  certainly  be  regarded  imma- 
terial to  the  general  government  to  have  a  secure  and  always  accessible  point  of  rendezvous  between  the 
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cape.s  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Florida.     During  a  period  of  war  it  is  indispensable.     There  is  certainly 
not  one  on  this  great  extent  of  coast  more  convenient,  or  improvable  at  a  less  cost. 

The  number  of  mechanics  at  Charleston  vary  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred;  of  these  one  hundred 
and  twenty  are  ship  carpenters,  particularly  devoted  to  that  branch  of  business.  This  number  may  be 
augmented  in  a  short  time  to  answer  every  possible  call.  Our  young  men  have  hitherto  been  prevented 
from  engaging  in  a  pursuit  unhappily  rendered  unproductive,  and  in  which  there  rarely  occurs  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  display  of  skill  or  exercise  of  talents. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  consequent  surrender  of  the  imposts  to  the  general 
government  by  this  State,  this  branch  has  declined;  for,  with  the  exception  of  a  vessel  of  war  contributed 
by  this  State,  or  perhaps  a  few  gun  boats  and  revenue  cutters  ordered  by  the  general  government,  and 
some  slight  repairs  to  vessels  on  southern  stations,  the  patronage  of  the  general  government  has  been 
withheld.  It  will  not  then  be  looked  for  that  we  should  at  once  compete  with  the  northern  cities,  into 
which  the  national  favors  have  flowed  with  a  perpetual  and  exhilarating  stream,  eliciting,  improving,  and 
rewarding  exertion. 

Amongst  the  mechanics  of  Charleston  are  many  ship-joiners  and  blacksmiths,  emulous  to  vindicate 
their  just  claims  to  merit  and  a  portion  of  the  public  favor.  Our  bakers  are  confessedly  equal  to  any 
in  the  Union  for  their  promptitude  in  executing  orders,  and  the  excellence  and  durabilitj'  of  their  bread. 
If  to  these  we  add  the  low  rates  at  which  ordinary  laborers  may  be  employed,  it  will  not  surprise  when 
we  assort  that  a  vessel  of  war  can  be  built  and  fitted  for  sea,  under  all  the  disadvantages  we  labor,  for 
as  little  money  as  in  any  other  city  in  the  Union. 

The  number  of  seamen,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  will  have  a  just  ratio  to  the  commerce  of  a  sea  port, 
but  we  indulge  the  opinion  that  it  will  rather  exceed  than  fall  short  of  that  proportion  at  Charleston. 
From  Cape  Henry  to  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  an  extensive  coast  is  presented,  on  many  parts  of 
which  are  the  allurements  to  water  excursions,  which  primarily  promote  that  knowledge  and  those  dispo- 
sitions which  constitute  the  sailor. 

From  such,  in  a  time  of  emergency,  (and  the  case  has  already  occurred)  influenced  hj  patriotism  or 
interest,  a  considerable  number  have  embarked,  and  with  adequate  skill,  to  be  highly  useful  either  as 
mariners  or  seamen;  to  such  there  is  no  point  of  rendezvous  superior  on  this  extent  of  coast  to  Charleston. 

Our  Marine  hospital  has  acquired  a  reputation  which  places  it  deservedly  high  in  that  class  of  public 
institutions.  For,  notwithstanding  an  insufficient  allotment  of  funds  under  the  acts  of  Congress  relating 
to  this  subject,  the  city  council  of  Charleston,  influenced  by  a  commendable  regard  to  this  valuable  class 
of  citizens,  have  exhibited  the  means  of  securing  to  them  the  best  attendance  and  medical  skill  of  which 
such  an  establishment  was  susceptible.  It  is  now  so  well  organized  and  conducted  that,  for  the  number 
of  patients,  as  many  pass  from  it  cured  or  relieved  as  from  any  other  perhaps  in  the  world,  while  a  com- 
plaint is  rarelj'  or  never  heard. 

We  are  sensible,  sir,  of  the  trespass  committed  on  your  time  and  attention;  but  the  deep  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  great  interest  we  represent,  will,  it  is  hoped,  furnish  satisfactory  apology. 
AVith  the  highest  respect  and  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  BENNETT, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Citizens  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  Yard  at  Charleston. 

P.  S. — I  have  been  directed  to  add  that  vessels  can  now,  with  the  aid  of  steamboats,  cross  the  bar, 
without  regard  to  the  direction  of  the  wind,  during  the  day;  and,  with  the  aid  of  another  light,  could 
pass  at  night  with  equal  safety  and  facility. 

Capt.  Lawrence  Kearxey, 


No.  4. 

Letter  from  Joseph  Johnson  and  John  Stoneij,  in  relation  to  the  jjort  of  Charleston  affording  suitable  sites  for 

a  Navy  yard. 

Charleston,  January  3,  1825. 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  paid  us  the  compliment  to  ask  information  respecting  the  sites  for  a  Navy  yard, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  We  cheerfully  afford  such  as  we  possess,  but  can  only  suggest  some  of 
the  relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each.     Your  better  judgment  must  decide. 

We  suppose  it  an  object  of  some  importance  that  such  an  establishment  should  be  as  near  to  the 
city  as  would  be  consistent  with  health,  for  the  convenience  of  portage  and  transportation,  and  for  mutual 
support  in  case  of  invasion.  • 

The  first  that  we  propose  is  that  well  known  as  Strobel's  steam  saw-mill,  and  the  land  running  from 
it  westwardly,  to  the  channel  of  Ashley  river.  This  is  the  situation  resorted  to  for  safety,  by  vessels, 
during  our  severe  N  E.  and  S.  E.  gales.  It  is  safe  from  both  town  and  country  fever,  if  the  workmen 
will  confine  themselves  to  that  neighborhood  during  its  prevalence;  and  affords,  we  believe,  a  sufficiency 
of  good  drinking  water.  It  is  the  most  convenient  that  can  be  chosen  for  procuring  all  necessary  sup- 
plies of  yellow  pine  timber  and  plank,  and  for  preserving  these  and  other  timber  and  spars.  It  is  feared 
that  the  wharf,  required  to  reach  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  large  vessels,  would  be  expensive,  both 
in  its  construction  and  repairs.  It  is  said  that,  although  there  is  an  extensive  flat  on  this  shore,  the 
channel  makes  a  bend  near  to  this  particular  situation;  on  this  point  you  must  examine  for  yourself,  or 
obtain  correct  information  from  Mr.  Beach. 

At  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  lines,  in  Hampstead,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  city, 
is  a  high  and  healthy  situation,  with  a  good  landing  and  excellent  water.  This  has  been  recommended, 
provided  the  adjoining  marsh  land  be  purchased  to  the  channel  of  Town  creek.  Here  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  build  a  short  wharf,  and  connect  it  with  the  high  land  by  a  causeway  and  bridge;  the  distance 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile.     The  depth  of  water  would  be  abundant,  and  the  whole  establishment  sheltered. 

Castle  Pinckney,  and  the  island  on  which  it  stands,  is  likewise  recommended  for  our  purpose.  Its 
insular  situation,  proximity  to  the  city,  protection  from  the  castle,  facility  of  transportation  by  water, 
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fine  depth  of  water,  and  probable  health  of  the  residents,  go  far  to  recommend  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  marsh  is  all  very  low,  and  overflowed  by  every  spring  tide;  the  southeastern  portion,  in  particular,  is 
exposed  to  gales.  No  fresh  drinking  water  is  to  bo  had,  except  from  rain  collected  in  cisterns.  The 
northern  extremity  is  a  shell  hank,  with  a  fine  landing,  on  which  a  stone,  or  other  wharf,  and  permanent 
buildings,  may  be  easily  erected  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  Vessels,  even  of  the  largest  size,  would 
be  pretty  secure  from  gales,  either  lashed  to  this  wharf,  or  at  anchor  near  it.  The  distance  from  the 
castle  to  this  extremity  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

The  old  ship  yard  where  the  John  Adams  was  built  has  some  advantages,  but  is  supposed  to  be  too 
distant  for  convenience  of  transportation,  and,  by  some,  is  believed  to  be  exposed  to  country  fever. 

The  situations  at  Hobcaw,  have  the  same  advantages  and  disadvantages  as  the  preceding,  the  latter 
in  a  greater  degree;  and  some  danger  may  be  apprehended  from  an  enemy  in  time  of  war. 

The  anchorage,  everywhere,  is  very  good,  and  the  annoyance  from  worms,  although  common  in  the 
summer  months,  not  worse  than  in  other  southern  ports. 

We  are,  very  respectfullv,  your  very  humble  servants,  JOS.   JOHNSON. 

JOHN   STONEY. 

Letter  from  Charles  F.  May,  offering  his  wharf  as  a  suitable  place  for  a  Navij  yard. 

Charleston,  August  11,   1825. 

Dear  Sir:  By  your  desire,  I  address  you  these  few  lines  at  your  departure  for  the  north,  to  give  you 
the  dimensions  and  other  particulars  of  the  wharf  property  which  will  be  disposed  of  to  the  United 
States,  if  wanted ;  a  part  of  which  was  formerly  occupied  in  this  place  by  the  Navy  Department  as  a 
navy  yard. 

Both  wharves  have  complete  stores  on  them,  of  brick,  and  tiled  roofs.  Of  the  south  wharf,  formerly 
where  the  navy  yard  was  kept,  you  have  herewith  a  plan,  according  to  which,  the  dimensions  are  thus: 

The  wharf,  282  feet  long,  from  Concord  street  east,  to  the  channel  of  Cooper  river;  it  may  be  carried 
out  further,  if  required.  The  front  of  the  same  is  87  feet;  width  of  wharf,  43  feet;  dock  on  south  side, 
30  feet;  and  on  north,  14  or  15  feet;  length  of  the  docks,  about  220  feet.  To  the  west  of  Concord  street 
(50  feet  wide)  there  is  a  lot  with  two  large  brick  stores;  the  lot  measures  87  feet  by  about  80  feet.  For 
this  said  property,  as  was  mentioned  on  a  former  occasion  to  Captain  Sinclair,  thirty  thousand  dollars 
will  be  taken. 

Adjoining  the  said  property,  to  the  north,  is  my  father's  wharf  and  stores,  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions (description); 

Front,  about  112  feet,  and  extends  from  the  east  of  Concord  street,  (as  the  other  wharf)  to  the 
channel  of  Cooper  river,  within  about  20  feet  as  far  as  the  other,  say  the  south  wharf;  width  of  the 
wharf,  46  feet.     On  the  south  side,  is  a  dock  of  35  feet  wide,  and  on  the  north,  32  feet. 

To  the  west  of  Concord  street,  (as  the  other  property)  there  are  three  brick  stores,  on  a  lot  of  about 
the  same  dimensions  as  the  other,  and  on  the  wharf  there  are,  besides,  two  wooden  stores,  tiled  roofs. 

Between  the  two  wharves,  there  is  a  street,  as  you  see  marked  in  the  plan  (Pinckney  street),  33  feet 
wide,  which  adds  to  the  dock  room.  From  the  said  plan,  you  have  the  appearance  of  both  properties. 
For  the  latter,  my  father  will  be  willing  to  take  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  given  you  all  the  information  I  can;  you  know  its  situation  as  to  the  good  order  in  which  the 
premises  are,  as- well  as  the  security  and  safety  thereof,  and  other  particulars.  Meanwhile  excuse  my 
haste. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  .  CHAS.  G.  MAY. 

To  Captain  Kearxev. 

P.  S. — I  have  to  beg  you  will  inform  me,  should  there  be  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  purchase. 

I  will  be  ready  to  furnish  any  further  information  respecting  the  said  property,  if  required,  or  when- 
ever addressed  on  the  subject. 

Letter  from  James  Marsh,  offering  his  %vharf  as  a  suitable  site  for  a  Navy  yard. 

Charleston,  August  12,  1825. 

Sir:  I  am  not  positive  in  my  recollection  whether,  in  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  standing 
committee,  respecting  the  local  sites  and  situations  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  most  suitable  for  a  naval 
establishment  or  ship  yard,  the  sites  of  Lamprier's  Point,  or  Marsh's  ship  yard,  at  what  was  formerly 
Gadsden's  wharf,  were  mentioned  as  suitable  situations.  If  they  were  not"  mentioned  in  that  letter  of 
general  information,  I  beg  leave  to  draw  those  two  last  situations  to  your  recollection.  Lamprier's,  or 
Prince's  Point,  I  know  you  have  particularly  examined,  and  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  town. 

My  ship  yard,  at  the  wharf,  (formerly  Gadsden's.)  is  situated  in  the  up'^jer  part  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, and  is  an  old  established  and  firm  plarc,  tlir  situation  perfectly  healthy,  and  handy  to  the  saw-mills. 

The  lumber,  plank,  &c.,  &c.,  are  all  bronglit  tV the  mills  by  carts,  and  dropped  at  the  yard  gate,  handy 

to  the  city  for  any  and  every  use  that  may  bo  required. 

There  are  four  fathoms  water  at  the  head  of  the  wharf  and  at  the  sides.  I  heave  out  and  repair  ships. 
There  is  a  good  building  yard  and  launching  slip,  which  I  have  used  for  a  ship  yard  these  last  eighteen 
years,  and  have  built  a  great  many  vessels  in  that  time. 

There  is  a  new  dwelling-house  on  the  premises,  with  double  piazzas  on  the  front,  (which  is  to  the 
south, )  and  the  two  ends  built  on  a  stone  foundation,  and  of  the  best  materials,  with  cellar  kitchen  under- 
neath, and  store  rooms,  pantries,  and  dressing  rooms,  counting-house  room,  and  all  the  necessary  requi- 
sites, all  of  which  are  finished  in  the  best  manner.  It  is  suitable  for  the  residence  of  a  private  family,  or 
persons  attending  the  ship  yard.  It  is  of  very  little  use  for  me  to  describe  the  place  to  you,  as  you  have 
a  knowledge  of  it  already.  But  should  my  ship  yard  be  deemed  by  government  a  proper  and  suitable 
situation  for  a  naval  ship  yard  for  Charleston,  and  as  it  can  be  occupied  and  made  use  of  immediately, 
without  any  expense  to  government,  I  would  bo  disposed  to  sell  it  for  the  use  of  the  government,  (when 
I  would  not  do  it  to  an  individual.)  My  price  for  the  whole  premises,  including  the  house  and  wharf, 
workshops  and  workshed,  would  be  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  is  considered  a  very  reasonable 
price  for  that  property. 
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N.  B. — I  omitted  to  mention  there  is  a  very  fine  brick  cistern  on  tlie  premises,  containing-  thirty-five 
to  forty  hogsheads  of  rain  water  for  the  use  of  the  honse  and  ship  yard.  From  the  upper  piazza  is  a  fine 
view  for  an  observatory,  commanding  a  view  of  tlie  whole  harbor  and  sea,  vessels  running  down  to  the 
bar,  or  passing  our  harbor. 

I  wish  you  to  lay  this  letter,  with  your  other  information,  before  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or 
other  department  of  government  that  you  may  be  connected  with  in  your  ofiBcial  and  private  capacity. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MARSH. 
Lawrence  Kearney,  Esq. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Dr.  George  Logan  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  several  positions  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  pro- 
p)osed  as  suitable  for  a  Navy  yard. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  27,  1825. 
Sir:  The  subject  of  the  healthiness  of  the  several  places  near  tliis  city,  which  have  been  examined 
and  pronounced  suitable  sites  for  a  Navy  yard,  has  received  all  that  attention  which  its  interest  and 
importance  require.     In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  submit  an  opinion,  the  result  of  my  diligent 
inquiries. 

1.  Lamprier^s  Point,  (Prince's  ferry  place.)  This  ig  distant  about  three  miles  northeast  from 
Charleston,  on  a  blufi"  commanding  the  entrance  of  Wando  river.  Many  circumstances  concur  to  render 
this  an  eligible  situation;  but  although  generally  healthy,  the  inhabitants  are  not  exempt  from  occasional 
attacks  of  ague  and  fever,  especially  those  who  are  much  exposed  after  a  wet  summer.  The  drinking 
water  is  excellent. 

2.  Shute's  Folly,  the  mud  island  on  which  Castle  Finckney  has  been  built,  distant  about  one  mile 
east  from  Charleston.  This  is  not  liable  to  the  foregoing  objection,  there  being  here  no  noxious  or  mias- 
matic exhalations,  or  other  causes  of  endemical  fevers.  It  is,  however,  much  exposed  to  the  violence  of 
storms  and  inroads  of  the  sea,  and  produces  no  wholesome  water,  either  for  drinking  or  culinary  purposes. 

3.  Strobel's  mill-seat,  Cummen's  Point.  This  place  is  perfectly  healthy  at  all  seasons,  the  drinking 
water  excellent,  and  the  distance  from  the  immediate  vicinity  has  been  known  to  be  exempt  from  j'ellow 
fever,  when  that  disease  prevails  in  Charleston. 

4.  Tlie  late  Navy  yard,  formerly  Captain  Cochran's  farm,  distance  about  four  miles  from  Charleston. 
The  drinking  water  is  good,  but  the  situation  is  liable  to  the  same  objections  noticed  in  our  view  of  Lam- 
prier's  Point. 

5.  Tlie  entrance  of  Town  creek,  Hampstead.  This,  in  point  of  salubrity,  equals  Strobel's  mill-seat. 
The  drinking  water  is  good. 

6.  Harsh  Island,  Woodlands.  This  is  liable  to  some  of  the  inconveniences  mentioned  in  our  descrip- 
tion of  Shute's  Folly.     The  situation  is  healthy. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfullv, 

GEORGE  LOGAN,  Naval  Hospitd  Surgeon. 
Lawrence  Ke.^rney,  Esq.,  Master  Commandant  U.  S.  Navy. 


AVashingtox,  January  16,  1826. 
Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  some  papers  containing  additional  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Navy  yard  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  of  which  you  may  make  any  use  you 
think  proper. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ansivers  of  John  Strohecker. — The  bar  at  Charleston. 

Question  first.  I  answer,  from  the  information  of  the  oldest  sea  captains  and  pilots  of  this  port,  that 
the  largest  ships  trading  to  Charleston  draw  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  feet  of  water;  that  they  go  out 
with  safety,  and  easily;  that  Charleston  is  a  port  of  as  easy  and  safe  access  as  any  port  in  the  United 
States,  and  more  so  than  many.  From  Cape  Roman  to  Martin's  Industry,  there  is  a  gradual,  unvaried 
slope  in  approaching  the  bar. 

Question  second.  From  information  of  pilots  and  the  oldest  sea  captains  of  the  port,  it  appears  that 
the  John  Adams,  built  and  equipped  here,  drawing  seventeen  feet  eleven  inches  water,  was  piloted  out,' 
and  in  perfect  safety;  that  the  American  ships-of-war  Hornet,  Wasp,  (a  sloop-of-war  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Jones,)  Enterprise,  and  many  others,  during  and  since  the  late  war,  have  visited  Charleston,  and 
never  experienced  any  delay  in  going  out  or  in;  that  the  Indian,  Driver,  Zebra,  Cherub,  and  other  British 
sloops-of-war,  with  many  heavy  British  brigs-of-war,  have  visited  Charleston,  and  never  met  with  delay 
at  the  bar,  or  in  being  furnished  with  supplies.  The  Margaret  and  Hindostan,  ships  built  in  Charleston, 
drawing  seventeen  feet  water,  traded  always  to  this  port;  that,  during  the  late  winter,  the  British  ships 
John  and  Mary,  and  Royalist,  drawing  seventeen  feet  six  inches,  were  loaded  with  rice  and  mahogany  iu 
this  port. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  bar  of  Charleston  can  be  deepened  at  a  small 
expense,  and  without  risk,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  done  by  the  United  States,  in  connection  with  their 
fortifications  about  to  be  erected  in  this  port:  if  necessary,  I  will  g^ive  my  idea  how  it  can  be  effected. 
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The  situation  of  Charleston  as  to  supplies. 

Question  third.  Charleston  is  situated  in  a  country  abounding  in  grain  and  cattle,  and  supplied  in 
those  articles  by  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  especially  by 
their  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  flour,  &c.,  which  come  to  it  for  sale — flour  often  selling  as  cheap,  and  always 
nearly  so,  as  in  the  northern  ports,  and  whose  market  affords,  every  day  throughout  the  year,  vegetables  of 
the  best  kinds,  with  beef,  pork,  veal,  mutton,  venison,  fish  and  poultry,  as  cheap,  generally,  as  in  the 
northern  cities;  in  proof  of  which  I  refer  to  the  public  institutions  being  now  supplied  with  beef,  veal, 
pork  and  mutton,  at  four  and  three-quarter  cents  per  pound.  As  for  water,  there  is  a  spring  near  the 
city,  accessible  at  all  times  to  boats  and  water  craft,  sufficient  to  supply  any  navy,  and  keeps  well  at  sea. 
I,  therefore,  say,  a  city  so  situated  can  afford  supplies  for  any  fleet,  and  that  Charleston  certainly  affords 
more  facilities,  better  and  cheaper  supplies  to  vessels-of-war,  than  any  port  between  the  capes  of  Virginia 
and  Florida. 

I  would  refer  to  the  statements  of  Captain  Pratt,  and  others,  now  in  my  possession.* 

Health  of  Charleston. 

Question  fourth.  Vessels  coming  into  Charleston  during  the  summer  season,  free  from  epidemic,  will, 
with  little  or  ordinary  care  of  keeping  the  seamen  from  dissipating  habits,  a  precaution  necessary  in  every 
port,  and  not  more  so  in  Charleston  than  in  any  other  in  the  United  States,  enjoy  as  good  heath  as  in  any 
city  of  the  Union.  On  the  score  of  health  there  can  be  no  substantial  objection.  Our  winters  are  healthier 
than  any  northern  city;  and  in  seasons  when  no  yellow  fever  occurs,  no  city  on  earth  enjoys  more  health. 
The  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  1807;  from  this  to  1817,  the  city  was  free  from  it;  in  1819  it  appeared, 
and  in  1824.  It  is  probable  that,  in  process  of  time,  its  occurrence  will  be  rare,  from  the  vigilance  of 
the  police,  and  the  improvement  of  the  city.  New  York  and  Philadelphia  have  the  epidemic  yellow  fever 
almost,  if  not  as  frequently,  as  what  we  have;  and  what  is  worse,  in  these  cities,  it  affects  all  the  inhabi- 
tants indiscriminately;  whereas,  here  it  is  partial,  and  confined  to  strangers.  (See  Doctor  Simons  and 
others'  statements.) 

Question  fifth.  During  the  season  when  the  yellow  fever  prevails,  Hailestur's  Green,  Mazyck- 
borough,  and  Cannonsborough,  are  all  free  from  its  ravages.  In  the  summer  of  1824,  upwards  of  fifty 
persons,  all  strangers  to  our  climate,  were  employed  in  repairing  steamboats  at  the  west  end  of  Beaufair 
street,  near  Mr.  Strobel's  steam-mill,  not  one  of  whom  took  the  fever.  A  German  vessel,  with  her  crew, 
during  1824,  lay  in  Cooper  river,  opposite  the  city;  not  one  of  her  crew  was  taken  sick.  Numberless 
instances  might  be  cited.  It  will,  therefore,  appear  that  ordinary  care  on  board  of  the  vessels  in  the 
harbor,  and  if  the  Navy  yard  or  depot  was  established  on  Ashley  river,  near  Beaufair  street,  the  men 
would  be  in  no  danger  from  the  yellow  fever.  The  crews  of  our  vessels  of  war,  stationed  here  during 
the  last  war,  were  as  healthy  as  in  any  port  in  the  Union.     (See  doctor  Simons  and  others'  statements.) 


Advantages  of  Charleston  as  a  naval  depot. 


Question  sixth.  Charleston  is  better  situated  than  any  port  between  the  capes  of  Virginia  and 
Florida;  and  all  nautical  men  agree  that  it  is  preferable,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  Key  West,  for  a  ren- 
dezvous for  the  squadron  appointed  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West  Indies.  Captains  Pratt,  Butler, 
Fuller,  Alexander,  and  others — men  who  have,  for  years,  traded  to  the  West  Indies,  are  unanimous  on 
this  subject. 

Question  seventh.  The  facilities  of  Charleston  for  a  Navy  yard  are  not  surpassed  by  any  port  in  the 
Union,  and,  in  some  respects,  superior  to  many.  Timber,  of  all  kinds  for  ship  building,  is  to  be  had  in 
abundance  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city,  such  as  live  oak,  red  cedar,  pine — all  of  the  best  quality. 
Mechanics  may  at  all  times  be  had,  and  a  competition  among  them  will  take  place.  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  an  annexed  statement  of  the  number  and  price  of  labor.  Cordage  and  canvass  can  be  procured  at  the 
prices  stated  in  the  estimate  of  a  sloop-of-war,  at  which  prices  the  ship  chandlers  ofiered  to  furnish  them ; 
and  one  of  them  offered  to  engage  to  furnish  sufficient  for  ten  sloops-of-war  during  the  course  of  a  year. 
Vessels  are  daily  rigged,  and,  from  the  information  of  captains  and  merchants,  nearly  as  cheap,  and  in 
some  instances  cheaper.  Hemp,  the  growth  of  this  State,  was  formerly  exported,  and  by  experiment 
proven  to  be  stronger  than  the  imported. 

Vessels  repaired  at  Charleston. 

Question  eighth.  Vessels  of  war,  American  and  foreign,  have  been  repaired  in  Charleston,  and  with 
satisfaction  to  captains  and  agents.  Several  ship-carpenters  have  examined  the  estimate  of  a  sloop-of-war 
built  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  and  do  say  a  similar  one  can  be  built  here  for  the  same,  or  rather 
less  sum.  There  are  several  ship-carpenters  of  considerable  capital,  and  for  workmanship  excelled  by 
none — witness  several  vessels  built  here  during  the  last  war.  They  are  willing  to  contract  to  build  such 
a  vessel,  but  as  all  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy  are  now  built  by  the  day's  work,  (as  found  by 
experience  to  be  the  best  mode,)  several  of  them  are  willing  to  act  as  foremen,  and  hire  their  workmen 
to  the  United  States  at  reasonable  wages. 

Sites  for  a  Navy  yard. 

Question  ninth.  There  are  several  situations  suitable  for  a  Navy  yard,  and  afford  all  the  facilities, 
in  the  opinion  of  sea  captains  and  others,  requisite  for  it;  especially,  one  at  the  west  end  of  Beaufair 
street,  on  Ashley  river,  near  Martin  Strobel's  steam  mill.  The  situation  is  healthy  in  the  sickliest 
season,  (see  answer  to  fifth  question,)  and  I  have  remarked  that,  for  twenty-eight  years  past,  the 
strangers  who  resided  in  that  part  of  the  city  escaped  the  yellow  fever.  I  might  cite  numerous  instances 
of  mechanics  and  others.  This  situation  is,  likewise,  protected  from  our  autumnal  and  easterly  gales; 
for,  should  the  United  States  establish  a  Navy  yard,  and  place  it  on  Cooper  river,  it  would  be  liable  to 
be  destroj^ed  by  a  gale,  such  as  1804.     If  this  should  occur,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  the  United  States 

•  It  is  my  opioion  that  the  Slates  of  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Georgia  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  a  Navy  yard  at  Charleston,  for  much  of  their  produce  is  brought  to  the  Charleston  markets  for  sale— especially  their 
hogs,  cattle,  sheep,  flour,  bacon,  Ac. 
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would  withdraw  it,  and,  perhaps,  never  order  another  to  be  erected.  I  am  supported  in  the  above  opinion 
by  every  sea-faring  man  whose  opinion  was  requested.  Portage  to  it  is  cheap  and  easy.  The  timber 
market  is  on  the  spot,  and  the  saw-mills  in  the  neighborhood;  some  improvements  of  brick  are  likewise 

on  the  spot. 

Advantages  of  Charleston. 

Question  tenth.  The  advantages  of  a  Navy  yard  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  the  United  States,  would  be 
a  more  eiBcient  aid  to  a  speedy  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies,  as  vessels  of  war  would  be 
sooner  on  most  of  the  cruising  grounds.  Vessels  generally  reach  the  Havana  in  eighty  or  ninety  hours 
from  Charleston,  with  efficient  crews,  and,  on  their  return,  would  be,  with  expedition,  refitted  for  another 
cruise,  with  a  crew  refreshed  and  recruited,  and  in  good  spirits;  whilst  from  Key  West,  or  any  of  the 
half-dry  spots  in  the  neighborhood,  if  there  refitted,  the  crews  are  emaciated  and  dispirited  by  disease,  and 
wants  which  are  not  to  be  had.  I  refer  to  seamen,  who  know  what  difficulties  occur  with  a  dispirited 
crew;  and  here,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  on  all  those  islands  no  good  water  can  be  procured,  nor  ever 
will.  The  case  is  this:  after  digging  a  well,  if  I  may  call  scraping  away  a  few  feet  of  sand,  you  may  get 
the  first  hogshead,  to  appearance,  good,  but  the  next  is  worse,  and  so  on,  until  it  becomes  at  last  brackish, 
and  of  no  use  for  shipping;  besides,  it  will  not  keep  at  sea.  A  volume  might  be  filled  with  inconvenien- 
ces and  loss  incurred  by  retaining  the  rendezvous  at  one  of  those  islands. 

There  is  another  and  very  imjjortant  reason  in  favor  of  Charleston  over  every  southern  city,  which 
is  the  strength  of  its  population,  in  being  always  able  to  protect  a  naval  station  in  peace  or  war;  whilst 
in  every  other  southern  port  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  regular  force  to  protect  it;  and  if,  in  time 
of  war,  the  population  of  the  city  is  not  sufficient  to  protect  it,  is  there  another  city  in  the  southern 
States  so  ably  supported  by  a  population  who  can  be  collected  from  its  own  and  neighboring  upper  parts 
of  the  State? — from  which  I  would  deduce  this:  that  it  would  be  wise  in  government  to  attend  to  the 
port  of  Charleston;  first,  by  establishing  a  Navy  yard  here  for  building  sloops-of-war,  and  other  small 
vessels;  and  next,  to  inquire  if  the  bar  can  be  deepened.  If  so,  that  it  would  be  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  one  for  large  vessels.  Anchorage,  in  and  outside  of  the  bar  of  Charleston,  is 
excellent,  and  not  exceeded  by  any  port  in  the  Union.  The  I3ritish  sloop-of-war  Driver  rode  out  the  gale 
of  1804,  off  the  bar;  and  during  the  Revolution,  a  64  gun  ship  lay  ofF  at  anchor  for  near  a  twelvemonth; 
and  so,  during  the  late  war,  the  enemy  remained  at  anchor  off  the  bar.  The  good  anchorage  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  is  notorious  among  seamen. 

Captain  Pratt  states,  he  had  a  ship  called  the  St.  Andrew,  built  in  Charleston,  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  copper  fastened — was  completely  fitted  out  under  his  own  inspection,  in  1804,  everything 
being  of  the  best  quality,  and  all  procured  at  this  place,  at  a  time  when  materials  were  higher  than  at 
present,  and  the  cost  did  not  exceed  $22,000.  Her  cordage  was  of  South  Carolina  hemp,  and  proved  to 
be  stronger  than  the  imported. 

Charleston  will,  ere  long,  be  supplied  with  iron  of  a  superior  quality  from  the  back  part  of  this  State 
and  North  Carolina.  During  the  late  war  we  received  much  of  our  bar  iron  from  there,  and  she  supplied 
Charleston  with  cannon  ball,  &c.,  as  cheap  as  the  northern  cities. 

A  Navy  yard  at  Charleston  would  give  the  United  States  command  of  a  number  of  mechanics  accus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  and  they  could,  in  case  of  emergency,  be  employed  on  the  neighboring  [islands]  in 
cutting  timber  for  the  Navy  yards  at  the  north. 

JOHN  STROHECKER. 


No.  2. 

Charleston,  April  21,  1824. 
Sir:  I  yesterday  received  your  favor  of  the  12th,  and  immediately  instituted  the  inquiry  you  pro- 
posed.    It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  communicate  the  following  results: 

Pi-ice  of  labor  for —  Per  day. 

White  ship-carpenters $2  00 

White  blacksmiths    1  25 

White  block  and  pump  makers 1  25 

White  ship-joiners 2  00 

White  riggers    150 

White  painters 1   00 

White  turners 1  00 

White  coopers  1  00 

8)$I1  00 

Average   $1   3"i 

Negro  carpenters $1  00 

Negro  blacksmiths 75 

Negro  blockmakers 87^ 

Negro  joiners 75 

Negro  riggers 1  00 

Negro  painters 75 

Negro  turners 75 

Negro  coopers 75 

8)$6  62| 
Average  $0  82| 
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liecajj it ulation.  Per  day . 

Average  price  of  white  laborers $1  St-^ 

Average  price  of  black  laborers 82| 

2)$2  20i 

Average  hire  of  white  and  black  mechanics $1  10 

Remarks. 

First.  Many  of  the  ship-carpenters  have  worked,  and  some  of  the  whites  have  acted  as  foremen  in 
Navy  yards  at  the  north,  where  ships  of  war  were  built,  and  assisted  in  building  them. 

Second.  Most  of  the  mechanics,  if  hired  by  the  month,  may  bo  had  cheaper,  especially  black 
mechanics.  I  know  that  black  ship-carpenters  can  be  hired  by  the  month  at  $20;  blacksmiths,  $15  to 
$20  per  month;  painters  and  others,  cheaper;  porters  and  others,  not  mechanics,  $10  to  $12  per  mouth. 

Third.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  work  about  a  vessel  of  war  may  be  done  by  the  blacks,  and 
the  average  thereby  probably  reduced  to  $1  per  day. 

Fourth.  The  above  information  was  obtained  without  exposing  the  average  price  of  labor  in  other 
places. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  commissioner  was  nominated  by  our 
legislature,  in  their  last  session,  to  inquire  and  report  if  any,  and  what,  improvements  may  be  made  in 
our  harbor,  with  the  view  of  a  naval  depot  being  established  here.  This  suggestion  originated  with  Mr. 
Mills,  but  has  been  materially  altered,  in  consequence  of  a  recent  survey.  At  low  water  we  found  four- 
teen feet  of  water  in  the  middle  channel,  or  swash,  which  would  give  twenty  feet  at  ordinary  tides,  and 
probably  twenty-two  feet  at  spring  tides.  This  channel  is  fully  half  a  mile  wide,  diminishing,  of  course, 
in  depth  on  both  sides.  It  is  now  better,  and  much  more  direct  and  easy  of  entrance,  than  the  ship 
channel  ever  was,  and  this  change  has  taken  place  within  a  few  years,  occasioned  by  an  accidental  cir- 
cumstance. A  large  ship,  an  East  Indiaman,  a  prize,  was  chased  in  during  the  late  war,  and  lost  in  the 
old  north  channel;  her  hulk  obstructed  the  current,  and  now  a  pilot  boat  can  scarcely  pass  through  it. 
In  consequence,  as  we  believe,  of  this,  the  middle  channel  has  improved,  and  Sullivan's  Island  has  washed 
away  very  much.  The  island  chaimel  is  still  very  inconsiderable,  may  be  easily  obstructed  by  a  hulk, 
and  by  vs^hich  the  valuable  public  and  private  property  there  may  be  preserved  from  the  encroachments 
of  the  sea.  Fort  Moultrie  preserved,  and  the  harbor  rendered  capable  of  receiving  large  ships  of  war. 
The  coast,  from  Cape  Eoman  to  Martin's  Industry,   off  Port  Royal  harbor,  is  uncommonly  fine, -being  a 

gradual  slope  of  one  fathom  to  a until  they  reach  four  fathoms,  beyond  which  none  should  approach 

■without  a  pilot.     I  enclose  a  rough  sketch,  that  I  may  be  the  better  understood. 
Yours,  with  much  esteem  and  respect, 

JOS.  JOHNSON. 

Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne. 


Chaelesto.v,  September  20,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  interrogatory,  respecting  the  naval  facilities  of  Charleston,  has  been  submitted  to  me  to 
answer,  viz: 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  and  examined  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  materials  and  building  of  a  sloop- 
of-war  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts;  and  could  not  a  similar  vessel  be  built  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  the  same  or  a  less  sum? 

Answer.  I  answer  that  I  have  formerly  seen  such  an  estimate,  amounting  to  $46,516.25  for  the  hull 
spars  and  boats,  of  a  sloop-of-war,  to  rate  eighteen  and  mount  twenty-two  guns.  Since  which,  I  have 
seen  the  same  amount  confirmed  in  a  communication,  from  a  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  the  honorable, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  date  of  January  Tth,  1823,  (and  entitled,  "  No.  3 — Estimate  of  the  cost  of 
building  a  sloop-of-war  of  the  first  class;")  and  I  candidly  think  that  similar  vessels  can  be  built  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  equally  good  terms, 

To  the  second  part  of  the  interrogatory,  "Are  there  not  ship-carpenters  in  Charleston  with  con- 
siderable capital,  and  excellent  workmen,  who  are  willing  to  contract  to  build  such  vessels  on  these 
terms?"  I  answer:  That  I  am  a  ship-carpenter,  and  sufficient -master  of  my  business  to  build  a  sloop-of- 
war  and  spar  her.  and  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  any  instructions  and  directions  that  might  be 
wanted,  cither  to  the  blockmaker,  sailmakcr  or  rigger,  as  to  size  and  quantity  of  any  article  in  tlieir 
departments.  As  to  my  capital,  I  will  only  say,  my  taxes  amount  to  between  two  and  three  hundred 
dollars  yearly.  As  to  my  character,  I  leave  that  for  others  to  estimate;  but  I  may  speak  of  the 
characters  of  others  of  my  profession;  there  are  other  and  worthy  ship-carpenters  in  Charleston,^ com- 
petent to  build  a  sloop-of-war.  As  to  myself  and  son,  we  should  be  much  pleased  and  highly  gratified  to 
be  encouraged  by  government,  and  permitted  to  build  a  sloop-of-war  for  them,  on  the  same  terms  and 
price  as  that  mentioned  by  the  Massachusetts  estimate;  and  if  we  should  not  make  anything  by  it,  yet  it 
would  be  the  means  of  renewing  our  spirits  and  giving  encouragement  to  our  mechanics. 

As  relates  to  the  site  for  a  Navy  j'ard,  I  would  offer  my  own,  situated  on  what  was  formerly  Gads- 
den's wharf,  as  one  of  the  most  firm  and  eligible  spots  in  Charleston  for  that  purpiiso,  having  been  tor 
nineteen  years  used  as  a  ship  yard,  and  where  I  have  built  many  vessels.  At  the  head  nf  the  wliarf  there 
are  four  fathoms  of  water,  and  at  the  sides  I  heave  out  and  repair  vessels.  The  wharf  is  in  good  order; 
there  is  an  elegant  dwelling-house  on  it,  with  double  piazzas,  (a  fine  view  of  the  harbor  and  the  bar,  and 
a  very  considerable  horizon  of  the  sea  in  sight,)  suitable  for  any  officer  who  might  be  appointed  to  the 
station,  and  all  finished  in  the  best  manner,  with  a  brick  cistern  containing  thirty  to  forty  hhds.  rain 
water.  The  yard  is  in  a  situation  to  lay  down  a  sloop-of-war  without  any  expense  whatever;  with  launching 
slip,  worksheds,  &c.,  &c.,  and  with  the  additional  advantage  of  two  saw-mills,  one  on  each  side,  to  the 
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north  and  south,  and  within  less  than  a  qnartor  of  a  mile  of  the  yard,  and  with  good  springs  and  pumps 
oi  fresh  water  in  the  vicinity,  wlierc  tlic  sliippini;-  that  came  to  Charleston  formerly  used  to  water.  I 
would  dispose  of  the  whole  to  govei-iiiuciit  (ui  ri'asiUKible  terms,  to  be  occupied  as  a  public  establishment 
for  naval  purposes;  but  will  not  sell  it  to  an  individual, 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  MARSH. 

The  Hon.  R.  Y.  Hayne. 


No.  4. 

November  12,  1825. 
Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  request  until  this  moment;  upon 
looking  over  the  books  of  the  medical  society  I  find  the  accounts  as  follows: 

In  1808,  no  case  of  yellow  fever;  in  1809,  a  few  cases  of  yellow  fever;  in  1810,  one  case  of  yellow 
fever;  in  1811,  no  case  of  yellow  fever;  in  1812,  no  case  of  yellow  fever;  iu  1813,  no  case  of  yellow 
fever;  in  1814,  no  case  of  yellow  fever. 

Other  years  returned  by  the  board  of  health. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  G.  PRIOSLEAU,  President  Medical  Society. 
Joseph  Johnson,  M.  D. 

Board  or  Health,  Charleston,  November  5,  1825. 
The  following  number  of  deaths  in  each  year,  is  correct,  taken  from  the  books  of  record,  kept  by  me, 
and  now  in  possession  of  this  board: 

Year.  Total  No.  of  Deaths.  Yellow  Fever. 

1815 863  None. 

1816 36T  None. 

1817 1249  270 

1818 995  None. 

1819 1092  176. 

1820 827  Important  cases 11 

1821 921  None. 

1822 925  None. 

1823 814  None. 

1824 1059  236. 

1825  to  1st  November 697  From  the  West  Indies 3. 

JAMES  A.  MILLER,   Clerk. 


No.  5. 

CouxNciL  Chamber,  October  ^b,  1825. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  public  institutions  of  this  city  have  been  supplied  with  beef,  under  an 
annual  contract  with  the  city  council,  at  the  prices  following,  viz  : 

In  1814,  at  $6.50  per  cwt.;  iu  1815,  at  $7  per  cwt.;  in  1816,  at  $8.50  per  cwt.;  iu  1817,  at  §7  per 
cwt.;  in  1818,  at  $8.50  per  cwt.;  in  1819,  at  $8  per  cwt.;  in  1820,  at  $7  per  cwt.;  in  1821,  at  $7  per  cwt- 
in  1822,  at  $6  per  cwt.;  in  1823,  at  $5.25  per  cwt.;  in  1824,  at  $4.75  per  cwt.  ' 

WILLIAM  ROACH,   Clerk  of  Council. 


No.  6. 
Practical  facilities  of  Charleston  for  naval  purposes. 

The  situation  of  this  city,  deprived,  as  it  has  been  so  long,  and  continues  to  be,  of  the  expenditure 
within  itself  of  any  portion  of  the  immense  national  revenue  collected  in  it  and  transported  elsewhere,  has 
justly  excited  complaint  among  our  citizens — has  wounded  the  honest  pride  of  our  mechanics,  and  caused 
among  all  who  study  the  public  good  an  anxiety  to  devise  means  of  redressing  the  evil.  Snutli  Carolina 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  Union  that  Ireland  does  to  Great  Britain.  The  goverunicnt  takes  from  us 
all  they  can  get,  and  do  not  spend  a  cent  among  us.  The  very  solidity  of  our  bank  currency  is  a  misfor- 
tune. Because  we  have  the  honesty  to  pay  our  notes  in  specie,  they  are  caught  up  with  avidity  in  other 
States,  to  pay  debts  to  the  nation,  which  returns,  like  a  carrier  hawk,  to  re-demand  the  specie;  so  that  the 
firm  basis  of  our  credit  is  a  positive  injury  to  our  commercial  facilities. 

In  this  state  of  things,  having  a  right,  (for  whatever  can  be  proved  to  be  just,  because  thereby 
invested  with  right,  in  a  government  constituted  for  the  good  of  the  whole,) — having  a  right,  we  repeat, 
to  whatever  share  of  public  patronage  we  may  fairly  deserve,  more  especially  if  it  be  foolishly  lavished 
elsewhere,  we  shall  proceed  to  explain  the  really  practical  benefits  to  which  the  port  of  Charleston  may 
be  made  subservient  for  naval  purposes,  and  about  which  no  sensible  men  will  differ.. 

Charleston  is  much  nearer  Porto  Rico  and  to  three-fourths  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  (the  piratical  ground,) 
than  Key  West,  which  is  at  present  the  rendezvous  of  the  American  flotilla. 

Key  West,  or  as  it  is  called  by  the  Spaniards,  "Cayo  Huesso,"  is  about  75  miles  north  by  east  from 
Havana,  and  in  about  latitude  24  degrees  30  minutes,  north;  longitude  82  degrees  west.     Its  contiguity 
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to  the  north  coast  of  Cuba  has  given  it  some  advantages  as  a  rendezvous  for  our  vessels  of  war  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  they  can  readily  fit  out  an  expedition,  and  arrive  at  any  point  between  Cape  Antonio  and 
Matanzas  in  a  very  short  time  after  information  is  given  of  any  acts  of  piracy  being  committed  along  that 
section  of  the  coast. 

But  as  Key  West  affords  neither  good  xcater  nor  refreshments  of  any  kind,  and  is  also  unhealthy,  it 
is  not  necessary,  in  any  way,  to  our  vessels  cvmsing  further  to  loindward;  and  to  prove  the  inconvenience 
of  this  place  as  a  rendezvous  for  such  as  may  be  required  about  the  Island  of  Porto  llico  and  the  eastern 
part  of  Cuba,  we  will  make  a  comparative  statement  between  the  advantages  and  facilities  that  station 
aifords,  and  those  afforded  to  the  vessels  returning  to  some  port  on  the  southern  coast,  where  supplies 
can  be  obtained  at  all  times  sufficient  for  the  description  of  vessels  which  can,  by  their  draft  of  water, 
enter  the  harbor. 

Vessels  of  small  size  are  unable  to  carry  provisions  and  water  for  a  great  length  of  time.  The  fre- 
quent necessity  then  of  re-supplying  themselves  with  these  articles,  will  oblige  them  to  return  to  Key 
West  often.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  vessels  to  be  four  or  five  weeks  in  beating  to  windward  from  the 
west  end  of  Cuba  to  gain  the  east  end,  or  Cape  Maize,  as  it  is  called;  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience,  that,  after  reaching  the  weathermost  part  of  their  cruising  ground,  say  100 
miles  from  where  they  set  out,  they  should  be  under  the  necessity,  for  want  of  provisions,  to  abandon  the 
advantage  gained  by  so  much  loss  of  time  and  perseverance,  and  return  to  leeAoard  again  for  new  supplies. 

How  much  better  that  the  vessel  should  have  her  time  in  going  down  before  the  wind  lengthened,  as 
it  would  afford  her  opportunities  of  visiting  every  part  of  the  coast  or  neighboring  islands  at  pleasure. 
This  may  be  done  by  the  vessel;  instead  of  commencing  her  cruise  at  Key  West  (to  leeward  of  every 
island  in  the  West  Indies),  commencing  it  at  Charleston,  whence  she  can  make  either  of  the  windward 
passages  into  the  West  Indies  at  pleasure,  and  in  much  less  time  than  from  Key  West,  owing  to  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  the  two  places,  in  point  of  the  winds  and  currents  which  prevail  so  much  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  and  which  cannot  escape  the  notice  of  any  one  who  has  navigated  the  two  tracks. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  vessels  beating  to  windward  often  strain  their  hulls  and  rigging  very 
much.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  they  have  not  so  good  an  opportunity  of  surprising  and  taking  pirates,  for 
they  advance  so  gradually  that  information  of  their  approach  is  easily  conveyed  ahead,  either  by  telegraph 
or  otherwise. 

A  vessel  bound  on  a  cruise  off  the  east  end  of  Cuba,  or  to  Porto  Eico,  must  sail  either  by  way  of 
Cape  Antonio,  and  beat  up  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  or  through  the  old  Bahama  Straits,  or  by  the  Hole-in- 
the-Wall,  through  the  Providence  channel,  or  else  round  the  Mattanilla  reef,  north  of  the  Little  Bahama 
bank.  By  either  of  these  routes  she  has  to  work  directly  to  windward,  and  although  the  distance  through 
the  Bahama  Straits  seems  shortest,  yet  it  is  the  most  dangerous  and  most  tedious. 

The  following  statement  is  made  from  a  reference  to  the  chart,  which  shows  the  degrees  of  latitude 
and  longitude  which,  in  the  several  routes  before  stated,  must  be  sailed  before  you  can  reach  the  east  end 
of  Cuba,  after  leaving  Key  West,  and  also  the  degrees  after  leaving  Charleston,  to  gain  one  of  the  wind- 
ward passages,  say  Mayaguana: 

From  Key  VV^est  to  Cape  Maize,  by  way  of  Cape  Antonio,  lat.  4  deg.  16  min..  Ion.  13  deg.  50  min.; 
from  Key  West,  by  way  of  the  gulf,  round  Mattanilla  reef,  passing  north  as  far  as  lat.  29  deg.,  lat.  11 
deg.,  Ion.  8  deg.  54  min..  Old  Bahama  Straits. 

Note. — Frequent  calms  oblige  your  anchoring,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  running,  in  dark  nights, 
among  the  numerous  shoals  and  reefs,  lat.  4  deg.  Ion.  8  deg. 

From  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  Mayaguana  Island,  one  of  the  passages  into  the  West  Indies  which  enables 
you  to  bring  either  the  west  end  of  St.  Domingo,  or  the  east  end  of  Cuba,  as  you  may  please,  lat.  10  deg. 
14  min..  Ion.  5  deg.  34  min. 

Thus  it  appears  that  a  vessel  will  have  to  sail  but  10  deg.  14  min.  of  latitude  and  5  deg.  34  min.  of 
longitude,  to  place  herself  in  a  favorable  position  to  raake  any  point  of  cruising  ground  about  the  eastern 
part  of  Cuba. 

Vessels  returning  from  their  cruise,  touching  at  Havana  or  Matanzas  for  convoy,  and  carrying  them 
through  the  gulf  past  the  Bahamas,  are  again  within  two  days'  sail  of  Charleston,  when,  if  in  want  of 
provisions,  they  can  leave  the  convoy  and  put  in  for  it,  or  stand  again  to  the  southeast  for  the  weather 
passages,  to  pursue  their  duties  as  before,  as  they  will  derive  the  benefit  of  the  variable  winds  to  enable 
them  to  get  to  the  eastward  again,  after  passing  the  Bahamas. 

After  a  sea  voyage,  men  require  fresh  meats  and  vegetables,  good  water,  etc.,  and  some  relaxation 
from  the  toils  of  the  sea.     Key  West  affords  none  of  these. 

We  hope  the  above  considerations  will  have  their  due  weight.  They  have  not  been  submitted  without 
the  best  reflection  and  the  soundest  authority.  If  they  be  true,  as  it  is  believed,  they  leave  to  the  gov- 
ernment a  very  obvious  course,  which  is  to  substitute  Charleston  as  a  naval  rendezvous  ia  the  place  of 
Key  West. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   280.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  NATHANIEL  BOSTICK,  A  SOLDIER  OP  FORT  BOWYER,  FOR  PRIZE  MONEY, 
ON  THE  CAPTURE  OF  A  SLOOP-OF-WAR  BELONGING  TO  THE  BRITISH  NAVY,  IN  THE 
WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RErEESENTATIVES    JANUARY    23,     1826. 

Mr.  Stores,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Bostick, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive  a  share  of  prize  money,  as  one  of  the  captors 
of  the  sloop-of-war  Hermes,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  he  prays  that  Congress  would 
make  some  legislative  provision  to  enable  him  to  receive  the  same.     The  letter  of  the  Third  Auditor  of 
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the  Treasury  Department,  lierevvith  submitted,  shows  tliat,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  tlie  5th  of  March, 
1816,  the  petitioner,  on  establishing  his  riglit   to  such  prize  inoncy,  as  one  of  tlie  captors  of  the   said 
vessel,  according  to  the  regulations  of  that  Department,  can   receive  the  same  without  any  legislative 
provision  on  his  behalf.     The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 
Betolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


Treasury  Department,  Third  Auditor's  Office,  January  17,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  enclosing  the  peti- 
tion of  Nathaniel  Bostwick,  for  his  share  of  the  prize  money  in  the  case  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hermes, 
captured  during  the  late  war,  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  asking  me  to  state  why  legislative  aid 
was  necessary  prior  to  its  payment,  and  to  furnish  you  with  any  information  on  the  subject  in  my  power. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  whole  amount  ascerta.ned  to  be  due  to  the  captors,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  oth  of  March,  1816,  was,  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  in  May,  1817,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Micajah  Crupper,  then  an  officer  of  the  army,  to  proceed  to  the  section  of  country  where  the 
troops  were  then  stationed,  to  make  the  payments  to  them  individually.  This  was  done;  but  a  number  of 
the  soldiers  had  been  discharged  and  left  the  place,  and  consequently  were  not  paid.  The  petitioner,  it 
is  presumed,  was  one  of  them.  The  ofBcer,  on  settlement,  failed  to  account  for  the  balance  in  his  hands; 
and,  consequently,  when  application  was  made  at  this  office  in  behalf  of  the  petitioner,  payment  could 
not  be  made  for  want  of  funds,  the  appropriation  having  been  exhausted.  Since  then,  however,  a  small 
amount  has  .been  recovered,  from  the  person  to  whom  the  money  was  originally  advanced,  and  the  present 
claim  can  be  discharged  on  the  production  of  the  necessary  evidence,  without  legislative  interference; 
but  there  are  other  claims  which  may  make  it  necessary  to  appropriate,  in  anticipation  of  future  recoveries, 
a  small  amount,  say  five  hundred  dollars. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 

The  Hon.  H.  R.  Stores,  Chairman,  &c.,  etc.,  House  of  Representatives. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  281.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  CLAIM  OF  MRS.  SUSAN  DECATUR,  WIDOW  OF  COMMODORE  STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
FOR  PRIZE  MONEY,  FOR  THE  CAPTURE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  FRIGATE  PHILA- 
DEL'PHIA,  at  ALGIERS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    24,     1826. 

Mr.  Holcombe,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  petition  of 
Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  sole  representative  of  Stephen  Decatur,  Esquire,  late  a  captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  of  the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ketch 
Intrepid,  reported: 

That,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  February,  1804,  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  entered  the  harbor  of  Tripol-,  in  a  small  ketch  called  the  Intrepid,  boarded, 
captured,  and  destroyed  the  Tripolitan  frigate,  late  the  United  States  frigate,  Philadelphia,  and  retreated 
from  the  presence  of  his  astonished  and  panic-stricken  enemy,  unpursued,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man. 

The  official  details  of  this  splendid  achievement,  the  committee  believe,  are  so  familiar,  both  to  the 
House  and  to  the  nation,  that  they  consider  it  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  particularize  them.  There  are, 
however,  some  facts  connected  with  it,  which,  in  the  lapse  of  twenty-two  years,  have  doubtless  been 
obliterated  from  the  recollection  of  many,  but  which  are  so  illustrative  of  its  extraordinary  gallantry  and 
results,  that  the  committee  beg  leave,  very  briefly,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  them. 

The  Philadelphia,  a  frigate  of  fifty  guns,  was  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  within  pistol-shot 
distance  of  the  whole  of  the  Tripolitan  marine,  mounting  altogether  upwards  of  a  hundred  cannon,  and 
within  the  immediate  protection  of  the  following  formidable  batteries:  Fort  English,  Fort  America,  and 
other  batteries,  mounting  50  cannon;  Fort  Way,  the  Molehead,  and  other  batteries,  mounting  65  cannon; 
making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  Besides  this  force,  there 
were  encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  citj"-  and  its  vicinity,  twenty  thousand  soldiers,  and,  attached  to  the 
fleet  and  in  the  harbor,  upwards  of  a  thousand  seamen.  The  frigate,  also,  was  ready  for  sea,  and  fully 
prepared  for  an  obstinate  defence.  But  in  despite  of  this  most  formidable,  and  to  ordinary  minds  appalling 
force.  Lieutenant  Decatur,  at  the  head  of  scxciily  Aimrican  seamen,  taken  without  selection  from  his  own 
ship,  (for  the  whole  fleet  had  volunteered  for  the  service,)  with  a  fearlessness  and  skill  which  are  above 
all  commendation,  entered  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  attacked,  boarded,  and  carried  his  enemy,  with  the  same 
coolness  and  celerity  as  if  she  had  been  anchored  in  an  open  roadstead,  and  undefended  by  a  single  piece 
of  artillery. 

Heroism  among  seamen  is  a  virtue  of  neither  rare  nor  unexpected  occurrence.  The  annals  of  every 
maritime  nation,  on  the  contrary,  abound  with  details  of  bold  adventure  and  gallant  actions.  And  the 
history  of  our  own  marine,  brief,  but  glorious  as  it  is,  represents  an  unbroken  series  of  heroic  enterprises, 
resulting  for  the  most  part  in  signal  victories.  But  the  committee,  without  attempting  to  institute  a 
comparison  between  this  and  any  other  action,  (which  the  very  nature  of  our  naval  victories,  they  are 
proud  to  say,  precludes  the  possibility,)  or  attempting  to  disparage  in  the  remotest  degree  the  merits  of 
Others,  would  observe,  that  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  when  all  the  circumstances  associated 
with  it  are  taken  into  consideration,  is,  at  least,  unsurpassed  by  any  nautical  achievement — an  achieve- 
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ment  equally  admirable  for  the  chivalry  of  its  conception,  and  the  brilliant  and  decisive  manner  of  its 
execution. 

The  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  committee  would  further  observe,  was  not  more  glorious  to 
our  arms,  than  advantageous  to  us  in  all  our  subsequent  negotiations  with  the  Barbary  powers.  An 
exploit  so'  novel  and  extraordinary  could  not  fail  to  impress  vividly  the  fears,  as  well  as  the  imagination 
and  memory  of  the  Mahometan.  And  so  permanent  and  peculiar  has  this  impression  been,  that  during 
the  late  infraction  of  tlie  Algerine  treaty,  the  name  and  presence  of  the  destroyer  of  the  Philadelphia, 
with  a  small  squadron  of  frigates,  effected  more  in  a  single  hour  than  Lord  Exmouth,  at  the  head  of  a 
formidable  fleet,  and  after  two  bloody  victories,  was  ever  able  to  accomplish. 

For  this  signal  service,  (of  incalculable  benefit  to  us,  as  far  as  the  treasury  alone  is  concerned)  the 
gallant  commander  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid  have,  as  yet,  received  from  their  country  nothing  in  the 
form  of  remuneration,  further  than  what  is  embraced  by  the  following  resolution,  passed  by  Congress, 
November  27,  1804: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives,  dc,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  present,  in  the  name  of  Congress,  to  Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  a  sword,  and  to  each  of  the 
oflBcers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ketch  Intrepid  two  months'  pay,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and  services  of  Captain  Decatur,  the  officers, 
and  crew  of  said  ketch  in  attacking,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  destroying,  a  Tripolitan  frigate  of 
44  guns. 

Lieutenant  Decatur  probably  accepted  the  sword  voted  him;  but  the  officers,  it  is  understood,  with 
feelings  becoming  officers,  unanimously  declined  the  bounty  of  Congress. 

If  the  policy  of  the  government  be  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
its  marine  by  suitable  rewards,  the  present  case,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  presents  the  strongest 
appeal  to  the  justice  and  generosity  of  Congress.  For  "  if  skill  and  gallantry,  (to  use  the  language  of 
the  able  and  eloquent  memorial  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  to  which  the  House  is  referred  for  such 
further  facts  and  illustrations  of  the  accompaiiying  bill  as  may  be  required, )  if  enterprise  and  heroism, 
are  ever  entitled  to  commendation  and  reward,  where  have  they  been  more  signally  exhibited?  If  to 
have  maintained  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  added  splendor  to  the  standard,  create  claims  upon  a 
nation,  where  have  any  of  a  higher  character  been  presented?" 

The  committee,  afthough  aware  of  the  full  force  of  this  appeal,  and  furthermore,  that,  by  usage  and 
precedent,  (independently  of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the  achievement,)  the  memorialists  are  justly 
entitled  to  a  liberal  remuneration  from  Congress,  yet  they  would  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
disavow,  distinctly,  the  principle,  that  the  captors  of  the  public  ships  of  the  enemy  have  any  right, 
expressed  or  understood,  for  such  remuneration,  further  than  what  has  been  established  by  law. 

The  love  of  country,  it  is  believed,  and  the  desire  for  distinction,  will  always  prove  a  sufficient 
stimulus  to  gallant  and  patriotic  men  to  do  their  duty,  and  even  to  transcend  it,  whenever  opportunities 
may  offer.  A  liberal  and  enlightened  government,  however,  will  always  make  a  distinction  between 
ordinary  services  (such  as  occur  in  the  common  line  of  duty)  and  those  perilous  enterprises  which  are 
conceived,  planned,  and  executed  by  volunteers  alone,  of  which  the  present  is  an  illustrious  example. 
And  inasmuch  as  Congress  in  every  case  (with  this  sole  exception)  has  awarded  some  substantial  pecu- 
niary donation,  in  the  shape  of  a  reward,  for  the  ships  of  the  enemy  captured  and  destroyed  at  sea,  the 
committee  cannot  perceive  upon  what  principle  it  can  be  withheld  in  this,  one  of  the  earliest,  and  certainly 
not  the  least  important,  of  our  naval  victories. 

Before  closing  their  report,  the  cummittoo  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
brief  recapitulation  of  some  of  the  iinii.irhuit  imblic  benefits  which,  in  their  opinion,  have  resulted  from 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  riiil;iil(liilii;i. 

It  enlisted  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the  navy,  which,  until  that  moment,  had  been  cold  and  indiifer- 
ent,  if  not  hostile  to  it. 

It  stimulated  powerfully  that  spirit  of  enterprise  and  love  of  glory  so  natural  to  our  seamen,  which 
have  since  been  so  signally  displayed  in  repeated  triumphs  upon  the  favorite  element  of  the  enemy,  dui-ing 
the  late  war. 

It  relieved  us  (in  connection  with  those  desperate  conflicts  upon  the  same  theatre,  in  all  of  which 
Lieutenant  Decatur  was  pre-eminently  distinguished)  from  the  thraldom  and  ignominy  of  a  tributary 
peace;  by  impressing,  not  Tripoli  alone,  but  the  whole  of  the  Barbary  States,  with  a  sense  of  our  prowess 
and  enterprise,  which  has  continued  vivid  and  unimpaired  to  the  present  moment;  and  which  has  served 
effectually  to  protect  our  flag  and  commerce  from  insult  and  violation  throughout  the  long  interval  of 
peace  which  has  succeeded. 

And  finally,  it  contributed  largely  to  our  stock  of  national  glory,  which,  in  the  language  of  a  dis- 
tinguished modern  statesman,  is  above  all  price,  and,  to  young  and  popular  governments,  the  richest  of 
all  acquisitions. 

"With  such  views,  and  after  a  full  and  dispassionate  examination  of  the  memorial  and  petition  sub- 
mitted to  them,  the  committee  report  the  accompanying  bill. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  sole  representative  of  Stephen  Decatur, 
Esq.,  deceased,  late  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  rnilcil  States  ketch  Intrepid. 

Your  meniiii-ialist  and  petitioner  most  respectfully  shows  unto  your  honorable  bodies  that,  on  the 
night  of  the  IGth  of  February,  1804,  the  late  Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of 
the  United  States,  the  volunteer  commander  of  a  volunteer  crew,  on  board  a  small  ketch,  entered  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  boarded,  captured  and  destroyed  a  frigate  of  the  largest  class,  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
and  sucrccdcd  in  (.•(reitiii,'^'  his  rclrcat  from  this  i)criluus  enterprise  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  For 
this  gallant  and  in^si  disi in^uislicil  achi('\i>nicnl,  |ilanned  and  executed  with  consummate  courage  and 
6kill,"rrd(.unilin,i;-  ripiallv  (o  ihc  nalidiial  .ul'ny  and  advantage,  your  petitioner  most  respectfully  solicits 
that  Cono-ress  would  be'pleased  to  award  that  compensation  which  has  been  so  liberally  bestowed  in 
other  cases. 
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The  grounds  upon  which  this  application  rests  are  numerous  and  weighty.  On  ordinary  occasions 
it  might  wear  the  appearance  of  vain-glorious  boasting  for  the  petitioners  to  Congress  to  descant  upon 
the  value  of  those  services  for  which  they  ask  a  remuneration.  No  such  imputation  can  exist  on  the 
present  occasion.  Your  memorialist,  in  recapitulating  some  of  the  circumstances  which  accompanied, 
and  some  of  the  benefits  that  resulted  from  this  exploit,  is  but  performing  a  sacred  duty,  hallowed  by 
every  feeling  which  can  attract,  regard,  or  awaken  sympathy.  She  confidently  trusts,  therefore,  that 
such  a  recapitulation  will  be  received  with  pardon  if  not  wil*  favor,  and  that  she  may  be  indulged  in  a 
feeble  efifort  to  bring  before  the  recollection  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  circumstances  which 
length  of  time  may  have  obliterated  from  the  minds  of  many,  and  in  detailing  some  facts  which  have, 
perhaps,  never  been  fully  presented  to  more  than  a  few. 

This  hazardous  and"  important  enterprise  was  originally  conceived  and  planned  by  the  same  indi- 
vidual who  executed  it.  Young  and  ardent,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  ambitious  of  distinction, 
zealous  for  the  reputation  of  the  navy,  Lieutenant  Decatur  proposed  a  plan,  for  the  capture  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, to  his  commanding  officer,  and  volunteered  his  services  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  Nothing 
but  the  vehemence  with  which  he  pressed  his  suit,  a  perfect  confidence  in  his  judgment,  skill  and  courage, 
and  a  just  estimate  of  the  vast  importance  of  the  end  to  be  attained,  could  have  extorted  from  the  pru- 
dent caution  of  Commodore  Preble  his  sanction  to  this  daring  enterprise.  Accompanied  with  about 
seventy  volunteers,  after  encountering  numerous  obstacles,  all  which  were  surmounted  or  avoided  with 
consummate  dexterity  and  promptitude,  the  frigate,  fully  manned,  equipped,  and  prepared  for  action,  was 
boarded  and  carried.  Full  and  undisputed  possession  was  obtained.  Peremptory  orders  had,  however, 
been  given  to  destroy  the  vessel,  and  the  gallant  victors  were  precluded  from  an  attempt  to  bring  her  out 
of  the  harbor,  which  might,  in  all  probability,  have  been  accomplished.  It  only  remained  to  obey  these 
directions,  and  to  retreat  from  the  scene  of  action.  Surrounded  by  an  exasperated  but  disheartened 
enemy,  this  was  performed,  and  the  laurels  which  had  been  won  shone  greener  and  brighter,  not  having 
cost  the  life  of  one  of  the  gallant  adventurers.  No  alloy  mingled  with  the  feelings  of  exultation  which 
this  successful  enterprise  excited. 

In  searching  the  history  of  the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  navy,  where  will  one  be  found  superior, 
if  equal,  in  the  exhibition  of  all  those  characteristics  which  command  our  admiration?  If  skill  and  gal- 
lantry, if  enterprise  and  heroism,  are  ever  entitled  to  commendation  or  reward,  where  have  they  been 
more  signally  exhibited?  If  to  have  maintained  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  added  splendor  to  her 
standard,  create  claims  upon  a  nation,  when  were  any  of  higher  character  presented? 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may,  without  the  apprehension  of  being  justly  charged  with  exaggeration,  be 
asserted  that  it  has  rarely  occurred  that  any  one  achievement  has  been  productive  of  results  so  advan- 
tageous to  a-  nation.  At  the  period  when  this  enterprise  was  projected,  the  American  force  in  the 
Mediterranean  was  not  numerically  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  They  had  been  animated  by  their 
success  in  capturing  one  of  the  finest  frigates  in  our  service,  with  its  gallant  commander  and  crew.  By 
this  unfortunate  accident  their  force  had  been  augmented  in  the  same  ratio  in  which  ours  was  diminished. 
The  capture  of  the  Philadelphia  was  justly  deemed  by  Commodore  Preble  absolutely  necessary  to  favor 
his  intended  operations. 

Our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  was  in  a  great  measure  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  these 
freebooters;  and  capture  was  not  only  attended  by  the  utter  loss  of  property,  but  succeeded  by  the 
hopeless  and  cruel  slavery  imposed  upon  the  unfortunate  prisoners.  Captain  Bainbridge  and  his  associ- 
ates had  been  languishing  in  captivity,  and  the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  elated  with  his  good  fortune,  haughtily 
demanded,  as  his  conditions  of  peace,  a  full  indemnity  for  all  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  exorbitant 
sum  of  $200,000  as  a  ransom  for  the  prisoners  in  his  hands.  So  powerful  was  the  sympathy  excited  in 
favor  of  these  meritorious  suiferers,  whom  fortune  had  thrown  into  this  hopeless  state,  that  no  sacrifice 
would  not  willingly  have  been  endured  for  their  rescue,  save  that  which  might  involve  a  compromise 
of  the  national  lionor.  On  the  capture  of  the  Philadelphia,  followed  up  by  the  bombardment  of  their 
town,  an  operation  whicli  could  not  have  been  attemped  until  the  former  had  been  accomplished,  the  tone 
of  haughty  exultation  which  the  barbarians  had  held  subsided,  and  they  willingly  and  speedily  submitted 
to  the  fair  and  equitable  terms  which  we  proposed.  A  regular  exchange  of  prisoners  was  agreed  upon, 
and  the  sum  of  $60,000  paid  to  Tripoli  for  the  surplus  in  their  hands.  In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view 
alone,  who  can  fully  estimate  the  value  of  this  exploit?  As  leading  to  the  relief  of  our  gallant  country- 
men from  galling  slaver_y,  who  can  overrate  it? 

Nor  is  this  all.  Alarmed  at  the  exhibition  of  daring  and  adventurous  courage  which  had  been 
manifested,  they  negotiated  for  peace,  in  the  spirit  of  peace;  and  since  that  period,  the  recollection  of  the 
name  and  exploit  of  Decatur  and  his  associates  has  pi'eserved,  throughout  the  Mediterranean,  our  flag 
from  violation,  our  commerce  from  outrage,  and  onr  citizens  from  an  odious  slavery.  The  United  States 
has  thenceforward  been  relieved  from  the  humiliating  conditions  imposed  as  the  terms  of  peace  upon 
every  other  maritime  country;  and  the  American  name  commands,  to  this  day,  more  respect  and  deference 
than  the  proudest  navies  of  Europe  can  enforce.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  brilliant  achievement 
were  again  apparent  when  the  small  squadron,  under  the  same  leader,  compelled  the  government  of 
Algiers  to  submit  to  terms  which  the  enormous  force  and  bloody  operations  of  Lord  Exmouth's  fleet  failed 
to  extort. 

To  Decatur  and  his  companions  is  the  nation  indebted  for  all  these  advantages.  To  this  period  may 
it  exultingly  recur  for  one  of  its  proudest  trophies.  To  it  may  our  now  distinguished  navy  look,  as  that 
in  which  its  character  became  established,  and  its  merits  known  both  to  friends  and  foes.  Then  were 
exhibited  the  early  indications  of  those  features  which,  since  expanded  and  strengthened,  have  distin- 
guished the  American  naval  character  in  more  recent  exploits. 

For  all  these  services,  little  more  than  an  honorary  compensation  has  ever  been  awarded;  and  that 
little  has  not  been  paid.  The  gallant  crew  declined  to  receive  the  two  months'  pay  which  Congress  had 
decreed  them.  On  other  occasions,  and,  without  the  slightest  disposition  to  disparage  them,  may  it  not 
be  said,  in  every  respect  for  inferior  services.  Congress  has  granted  some  substantial  tokens  of  its  appro- 
bation and  regard.     This,  among  the  first  and  brightest,  has  remained  almost  unnoticed. 

It  is  not,  however,  simply  as  a  gratuity  that  this  claim  is  now  preferred.  The  frigate  had  been 
carried,  was  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  captors,  who,  in  obedience  to  peremptory  orders, 
relinquished  every  attempt  to  bring  her  out  of  port,  and  consigned  her  reluctantly  to  the  flames,  with 
the  full  conviction  on  their  part,  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  commander-in-chief,  that  this 
measure,  directed  by  considerations   of  a  public  Tiature,   would    neither  invalidate  nor  in  any  degree 
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diminish  the  claim  sanctioned  by  law,  to  compensation  to  the  full  value  of  the  vessel  and  her 
equipments. 

Various  reasons  have  existed  to  prevent  this  claim  from  being  preferred  at  an  earlier  period.  The 
lofty  spirit  which  projected  and  achieved  the  exploit  felt  reluctant  to  remind  his  country  of  services  which 
it  had  forgotten,  or  to  estimate  them  higher  than  it  had  rated  them.  He  was  averse  to  urge  a  claim  for 
services  which  he  thought  his  country,  if  it  duly  appreciated  them,  would  spontaneously  remunerate. 
During  the  recent  war  with  England,  wlftn  he  saw  other  actions  rewarded,  and  other  services  of  a 
similar  character  compensated,  he  was  aware  that  all  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  nation  were 
required  for  present  purposes;  and  he  disdained  to  ask,  from  the  almost  exhausted  treasury,  that  which 
could  not  with  propriety  be  diverted  from  immediate  objects.  With  these  feelings  he  postponed,  till  a 
more  suitable  period,  preferring  the  present  claim.  And  he  has  bequeathed  to  your  petitioner  the  duty 
of  presenting  to  your  honorable  bodies  this  application,  as  his  representative  and  that  of  his  associates. 

Your  memorialist  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  bodies  the  written  opinions  of  two 
professional  gentlemen  of  the  District,  (Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Coxe,)  upon  the  legal  question  to  which  she 
has  referred  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  memorial.  SUSAN  DECATUR. 

December  19,  1825. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    283.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  COURT-MARTIAL,  COURT  OF  INQUIRY,  AND  CORRESPOND- 
ENCE RELATING  TO  THE  COURSE  OF  COMMODORE  DAVIU  PORTER  IN  SUPPRESSING 
PIRACY  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY  24,    1826. 

Mr.  Hayne,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  AQairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Captain  David  Por- 
ter, of  the  United  States  navy,  requesting  an  investigation  of  charges  contained  in  communications 
from  Thomas  Randall  and  John  Mountain;  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Randall,  on  the  same  subject,  together  with  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  cov- 
ering the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  and  court-martial  in  relation  to  Captain  Porter, 
reported: 

That  they  have  had  these  several  communications  under  consideration,  and  find  nothing  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  transactions  to  which  they  relate  that  requires  the  interference  of  this  House. 

It  appears  that  the  case  of  Captain  Porter  has  been  submitted  to  the  proper  tribunals;  and  the  com- 
mittee do  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  forming  any  opinion  unfavorable  to  their  decisions,  or  indulg- 
ing any  impression  that  their  proceedings  require  revision.  The  committee  consider  it  due  alike  to  the 
preservation  of  a  proper  discipline,  and  to  the  reputation  of  our  officers,  that  appeals  should  not  be  encour- 
aged from  the  decisions  of  the  military  courts.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  seeing  no  satisfactory 
reason  for  interposing  the  authority  of  the  House  in  matters  which  have  been  fully  settled  by  the  compe- 
tent authorities,  the  committee  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


In  Senate,  January  23,  1826. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  letters 
from  Captain  D.  Porter  and  Thomas  Randall,  and  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  and  court-martial  in  relation  to  Captain  Porter;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 

Besol.oed,  That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with  instructions  to 
amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  following:  "  It  appears  that  the  case  of  Captain  Porter  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  proper  tribunals,  and  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  forming  any  opinion 
unfavorable  to  tlieir  decision,  or  indulging  any  impression  that  their  proceedings  require  revision.  The 
committee  consider  it  due  alike  to  the  preservation  of  a  proper  discipline,  and  to  the  reputation  of  our 
officers,  that  appeals  should  not  be  encouraged  from  the  decisions  of  the  military  courts.  Under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  and  seeing  no  satisfactory  reason  for  interposing  the  authority  of  the  House  in  mat- 
ters which  have  been  finally  settled  by  the  competent  authorities,  the  committee  ask  leave  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject." 


In  Sen.we,  January  24,  1826. 
Mr.  Hayne,  from  the  Ci)mmittee  on   Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  letters  from  Captain  D. 
Porter  and  T.  Randall,  and  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  of  inquiry  and  court-martial  in  relation  to  Captain  Porter,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  these  several  communications  under  consideration,  and  find  nothing  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  transactions  to  which  tliey  relate  that  requires  the  interference  of  this  House.  The  committee 
ask  leave  to  be  discharged  IVoju  tlic  further  consideration  of  the  subjects.  The  report  was  read,  and  in 
concurrence  therewith, 

Ilesolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


1826.] 
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19tit  '"ongress.]  No.    -iOO.  [1st  Session. 

IROCEEDINaS  OP  COURTS-MARTIAL,  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  THE  CON- 
DUCT OF  COMMODORE  CHARLES  STEWART,  ON  THE  PACIFIC  STATION,  AND  OF  THAT 
OF  LIEUTENANTS  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS  AND  WILLIAM  M.  HUNTER. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    25,    1826. 

Washington,  January  24,  1826. 
To  the  House  of  Representatwes  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  documents  and  proceedings  of  the 
naval  courts-martial  in  the  cases  of  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  and  of  Lieutenants  Joshua  R.  Sands  and 
William  M.  Hunter. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Navy  Department,  January  20,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the. 12th  December  last,  "that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  (if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest)  the  documents  and  proceedings  of  the  naval  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Charles  Stewart;  also  the  documents  and  proceedings  of  the  naval  courts-martial  in  the  cases  of  Lieuten- 
ants Joshua  R.  Sands  and  William  M.  Hunter,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  copies 
of  the  documents  and  proceedings  specified  in  the  said  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Philadelphia,  October  24,  1824. 
Sir:  Understanding,  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  that  several  complaints  have  been  exhibited 
to  the  Executive  government  against  me  by  the  authorities  and  others  in  South  America,  touching  my 
conduct  while  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific,  may  I  ask  the  favor  that  you  will  please  to 
cause  copies  of  such  complaints  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  regulations  and 
course  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  November  16,  1824. 

Sir:  You  have  been  already  apprised  that  the  government  of  Peru  has  made  complaints  against  a 
part  of  your  official  conduct,  while  in  the  command  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  that  these 
complaints  have  been  seconded  by  public  rumor,  and  confirmed  by  the  agent  of  our  government  in  that 
country.  I  have,  also,  to  inform  you  that  other  complaints  have  been  made,  though  in  a  less  imposing 
form. 

Under  these  circumstances,  an  ofBcial  investigation  is  considered  necessary;  and  you  would  have 
earlier  received  this  written  notice  of  it,  if  you  had  not  been  expected  in  this  place,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
thought  that  you  would  yourself  have  demanded  it. 

It  is  intended  that  the  investigation  be  made  before  the  court-martial  lately  ordered  to  assemble  in 
New  York;  and,  that  you  may  be  immediately  apprised  of  the  points  which  are  believed  to  require  exam- 
ination, I  enclose  a  paper  containing  them,  in  the  form  of  charges.  Some  of  these  will  probably  be  erased, 
and  others  somewhat  varied;  but  you  will,  in  a  few  days,  receive  them  in  due  form. 

The  witnesses  who  will  be  called  to  substantiate  the  charges  are  principally  the  officers  of  the  Frank- 
lin, Dolphin,  and  Peruano.  Should  the  means  of  your  defence  be  within  the  control  of  this  Department, 
they  shall  be  promptly  afforded  to  you;  and,  I  assure  you,  while  the  investigation  will  be  rendered  par- 
ticular, full,  and  rigid,  a  strong  hope  and  anxious  desire  will  be  felt  that  your  defence  may  ensure  to  you 
such  an  acquittal  as  will  comport  with  your  own  high  character  and  the  honor  of  the  service. 

I  have  not  sent  to  you  copies  of  any  of  the  communications  requested  by  your  letter  of  the  24th  Octo- 
ber last,  because  they  are  very  long,  and  comprise  a  variety  of  other  matters;  because  it  is  not  believed 
that  any  of  them  will  be  used  as  competent  evidence  on  the  trial;  and  because  the  enclosed  paper  will 
furnish  you  with  all  the  charges  which  they  contain.  Should  a  change  take  place  in  the  views  of  the 
Department  on  the  subject,  or  should  you  still  desire  copies  of  any  particular  ones,  they  shall  be  furnished 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

•  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  U.  S.  Navy,  New  York. 
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New  York,  November  25,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  the  16th  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  the  heads 
of  complaints  exhibited  against  me,  in  the  form  of  charges  and  specifications. 

I  receive  with  thanks  this  first  intimation  on  this  subject,  in  I'eply  to  my  letter,  addressed  to  you  on 
the  24th  ultimo.  It  was  not  desirable  to  me  to  augment  the  trouble  of  the  Department,  or  intended  as 
such,  by  my  application  of  the  24th  of  last  month  for  copies  of  the  dispatches  in  extenso;  extracts  of  the 
allegations,  with  the  dates,  and  the  periods  of  their  receipt,  appeared  to  me  as  important,  prior  to  my 
forming  any  decision  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  asking  a  court  for  their  investigation,  or  in  any 
way  interfering  with  the  course  or  views  of  the  government. 

These  complaints,  (some  of  which  are  of  two  or  three  years'  standing,)  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  very  distant  seas,  calling  for  witnesses  still  there,  and  documentary  evidence  existing  only  in 
that  country  and  under  the  control  of  a  foreign  government  and  people,  appears  to  me  to  require  much 
more  time  to  procure,  for  my  defence,  than  the  period  of  the  session  of  the  court-martial  now  assembled 
will  aflFord  for  the  purpose.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  thus  to  lay  before  you  these  views  of  the  subject,  in 
hopes  that  the  suggestions  cannot  but  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light;  and,  as  the  object  of  all  parties 
concerned  can  be  no  other  than  truth  and  justice,  that  you  will  perceive  the  propriety  of  suspending  the 
further  proceedings  in  this  case  until  I  can  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  Washington,  on  the  termination  of 
my  duty  here  as  a  witness  on  the  present  trials. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  presented  myself  there,  agreeably  to  your  expectation;  but,  being  under 
the  necessity  of  coming  to  this  place  the  day  after  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  my  family  on  their  return  from  Boston,  I  was  so  long  delayed  by  their  detention  there,, 

and  the  expectation  of  the  immediate  investigation  of  Lieut.  Weaver's  case,  in  which  I  was '" 

that  I  found  it  useless,  in  point  of  time,  to  proceed,  after  I  got  as  far  as  Philadelphia. 
In  hopes  I  shall  receive  your  determination  as  soon  as  possible, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

The  Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  November  29,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  the  25th  instant,  has  been  received.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  any 
circumstance  should  prevent  an  immediate  decision  in  your  case.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  public 
interest  that  it  be  as  little  delayed  as  possible;  but  the  reason  which  you  assign  for  a  postponement  is 
such  as  cannot  be  disregarded.  You  will,  therefore,  understand  that  your  request  is  granted,  and  your 
trial  will  not  take  place  before  the  court-martial  now  sitting,  but  as  speedily  thereafter  as  the  evidence 
can  be  procured;  and  it  will  be  expected  of  you  to  use  all  possible  diligence  in  the  preparation.  Any 
documents  within  the  control  of  the  Department,  necessary  for  your  defence,  will  be  promptly  afforded, 
upon  your  application. 

You  will,  from  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  consider  yourself  as  suspended  from  duty  until  your  trial  has 
taken  place;  but  no  particular  limits  are  assigned  to  you,  other  than  those  of  the  Union,  as  it  is  supposed 
you  will  require  entire  liberty  in  the  preparation  of  the  evidence  for  your  trial. 

Some  alteration  will  probably  be  made  in  the  charges  against  you,  of  which  you  will,  in  a  short  time, 
be  apprised. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  U.  S.  Navy,  Nen)  York. 


To  James  Barron,  Esq.,  captain  in  the  navy  cf  the  United  States: 

Certain  charges  of  misconduct  having  been  alleged  against  Charles  Stewart,  Esq.,  captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  a  general  court-martial,  to  consist  of  Captain  James  Barron,  presi- 
dent; Captains  Wm.  M.  Crane,  Robert  T.  Spence,  John  D.  Henley,  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  Stephen  Cassin,  James 
Renshaw,  Thomas  Brown,  Charles  C.  B.  Thompson,  Alex.  S.  Wadsworth,  George  W.  Rodgers,  and  George 
C.  Read,  members,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  is  hereby  authorized  and  ordered  to  assemble  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  in  the  building  on  First  street  east  and  the  corner  of  Maryland  avenue,  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  Thursday,  the  eighteenth  day  of  August,  for  the  trial  of  the 
said  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  others,  for  the  offences  with  which  they  do  severally  stand  charged; 
which  charges,  together  with  the  testimony  in  their  support,  will  be  laid  before  the  court  by  the  judge 
advocate.  . 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  is  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the  court  hereby  ordered  to  assemble;  and  if 
he  should  decline  acting,  the  said  court  will  appoint  such  other  suitable  gentleman,  learned  in  the  law,  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  judge  advocate  to  the  said  court,  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may,  in  their 
wisdom,  deem  fit  and  proper. 

In  faith  of  which,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  this  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
[seal.]  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  "the  United  States  the 

fiftieth. 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
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Charges  and  specifications  against  Charles  Stewart,  Esq.,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

CHARGE   FIRST. UNOFFICER-LIKE  CONDUCT. 

Specification  first.  In  aiding  and  assisting-,  during  the  montlis  of  May,  June  and  Julj',  in  the  year 
1822,  an  American  ship  called  tiie  Canton,  an  American  ship  called  the  Pearl,  an  English  brig  called  the 
Sarah,  and  a  French  ship  called  the  Telegi'aph,  and  other  vessels,  in  carrying  on  an  illicit  and  contraband 
trade  with  certain  ports  in  Peru  called  the  Interniedios;  aiding  and  assisting  said  vessels  in  violating  the 
laws  and  decrees  of  tlie  existing  government  of  Peru;  and  in  transporting  and  landing  arms,  military 
stores  and  other  contraband  articles;  and  in  protecting  the  said  vessels  from  the  consequences  of  such 
illegal  traffic,  by  employing  or  threatening  to  employ  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  their  defence. 

Hpecification  second.  In  sailing  with  the  United  States  ship  the  Franklin,  then  under  the  command  of 
the  said  Oiiarles  Stewart,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1822,  to  the  said  ports  called  the  Intermedios, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  private  and  illicit  traffic,  and  with  a  view  to  the  private  emolument  of  the 
said  Charles  Stewart. 

Specification  third.  In  emploj'ing,  on  or  about  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  1822,  the  naval  force  of  the 
United  States  under  his  command  in  preventing  the  commander  of  the  Peruvian  brig  Balgrano  from 
enforcing  the  laws  and  instructions  of  his  government,  by  taking,  and  sending  in  for  adjudication,  an 
American  ship  called  the  Canton,  detected  in  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  to  the  injury  of  said  government; 
and  in  being  concerned  in  the  pecuniary  profits  of  said  illicit  voyages  and  transactions  of  the  aforesaid 
ship,  the  Canton. 

Specification  fourth.  In  transporting  or  causing  to  be  transported  on  board  the  United  States  schooner, 
the  Dolphin,  on  or  about  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1822,  one  Eliphalet  Smith,  with  goods  and  merchandise  for 
sale  on  private  account,  and  permitting  said  Smith  to  carry  his  own  private  goods  and  merchandise,  and 
samples  of  goods  not  designed  for  the  use  of  the  said  schooner  Dolphin,  on  board  the  said  schooner,  under 
the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  to  certain  ports,  viz. :  Arica,  Quilca,  and  others  of  the 
Intermedios,  and  to  employ  a  national  vessel  of  the  United  States  as  a  place  for  the  said  Smith  to  sell 
and  display  for  sale  such  his  goods,  when  such  traffic  was  in  itself  illegal  and  contraband,  and  such  con- 
duct tended  to  the  disgrace  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Specification  fifth.  In  employing  in  the  month  of  August,  1822,  and  at  other  periods  in  that  year,  the 
schooners  Peruvian  and  Waterwitch,  then  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  traffic  and  carrying 
merciiandise  on  private  account. 

Specification  sixth.  In  lending  aid  and  countenance  to  the  violators  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Peru,  at  various  times  between  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Franklin  in  the  Pacific  in  the  month  of 
February,  1822,  and  her  departure  from  thence  in  1824,  by  permitting  and  aiding  sundry  persons  in  carry- 
ing off  from  the  shore  coin,  bullion,  plata  pina,  and  other  articles,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  said  govern- 
ment, without  the  permission,  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  custom  house  officers  and  local  authorities, 
and  to  deposit  the  said  articles  so  smuggled  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  then  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Charles  Stewart. 

Specification  seventh.  In  permitting,  at  various  times  within  the  periods  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
specification,  specie,  bullion,  plata  pina  and  other  articles,  designed  to  be  transported  from  Peru  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  that  country,  clandestinely,  at  night,  to  be  brought  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  then  under  his  command,  and  in  transporting  said  articles  in  the  boats  of  the  said  public 
vessels,  at  sea,  and  out  of  the  control  and  reach  of  the  authorities  on  shore,  to  certain  vessels  bound  to 
distant  ports,  after  such  vessels  had  undergone  the  examination  of  the  custom  house  officers;  such  trans- 
portation being  without  the  authority,  permission  or  knowledge  of  said  officers,  but  designed  as  a  fraud 
upon  and  an  invasion  of  the  laws  of  the  government  of  Peru. 

Specification  eighth.  In  assisting  at  the  times  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  specification,  with  the 
armed  force  under  his  command,  in  defending  and  protecting  persons  and  property,  engaged  in  smuggling, 
from  arrest  and  detention  by  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  government  of  Peru. 

Specification  ninth.  In  affording,  at  various  times  during  the  period  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding 
specification,  protection  and  aid  of  an  extraordinary  and  illegal  kind  to  the  Canton  and  other  vessels  in 
the  business  of  which  he  th&  said  Charles  Stewart  and  Eliphalet  Smith  were  interested,  to  the  neglect  of 
other  vessels  engaged  in  a  lawful  commerce,  to  which  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  aflFord  protection,  but  in 
the  profits  of  which  they  had  no  participation. 

Si^ecification  tenth.  In  purchasing  from  the  said  ship  the  Canton,  at  Valparaiso,  in  the  month  of  April, 
1822,  among  other  articles  90  bolts  of  canvas,  251  casks  of  wine,  335  lbs.  copper  nails,  paints,  oils,  &c., 
ostensibly  lor  the  use  of  the  Franklin,  when  such  articles  were  not  necessary  for  said  vessel,  and  in  fact 
were  not  employed  or  consumed  in  her,  and  when  the  said  ship  the  Franklin  had  been  amply  provided 
with  such  of  the  said  articles  as  were  necessary  for  her  use. 

Specification  eleventh.  In  employing  or  causing  to  be  employed  on  various  occasions,  at  Valparaiso 
and  elsewhere  in  the  ports  of  the  Pacific,  during  the  year  1822,  carpenters  and  other  persons  attached  to 
the  Franklin,  and  receiving  pay  from  the  United  States,  in  working  on  board  the  Canton,  Wasp,  and  other 
private  vessels,  without  any  proper  or  adequate  reason,  and  without  any  compensation  to  the  individuals 
thus  employed. 

Specification  twelfth.  In  receiving  on  board  the  Franklin  one  Captain  Eliphalet  Smith,  and  permitting 
him  to  remain  there  for  nearly  a  year,  engaged  in  private  traffic,  and  employing  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  subservience  to  the  views  of  said  Smith. 

Specification  thirteenth.  In  employing  the  said  Eliphalet  Smith  to  carry  dispatches,  board  vessels,  and 
perform  other  duties  which  ought  to  have  been  executed  by  the  officers  in  the  service  of  the  government, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  him,  the  said  Smith,  facilities  in  the  prosecution  of  iiis  private  concerns. 

Specification  fourteenth.  In  permitting  the  cargo  or  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  some  time  in 
August,  1822,  to  be  shipped  on  board  the  Peruviana,  then  in  tow  of  the  Franklin,  and  ostensibly  a  public 
vessel;  and  in  receiving  or  permitting  to  be  received  and  carried  on  board  the  Franklin  the  supercargo 
of  the  Canton,  and  samples  of  the  goods  thus  put  on  board  the  Peruviana,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering 
the  sale  of  the  said  cargo. 

Specification  fifteenth.  In  receiving  and  permitting  to  remain  on  board  the  Franklin,  for  a  long 
period  of  time  in  the  year  1822,  one  Captain  John  0' Sullivan,  the  commander,  and  one  Ward,  supercargo, 
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of  the  Canton,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them  in  their  private  trafiBc;  thus  making  the  national  vessels 
and  flag  subservient  to  individual  interests. 

Specification  sixteenth.  In  taking-  on  board  and  carrying  in  the  Franklin  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca, 
in  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1823,  horses,  with  their  equipments,  for  the  use  of  General  Canterac,  or 
some  other  royalist  general,  thus  furnishing  aid  and  assistance  to  the  one  party  in  a  military  contest,  in 
violation  of  the  duties  of  a  neutral  ofBcer. 

Specification  seventeenth.  In  employing  the  crews  of  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
articles  paid  for  by  the  government,  for  the  use  of  said  public  vessels,  in  building  and  equipping  three 
small  schooners  which  were  not  required  for  the  public  service,  and  which  did  not  and  do  not  belong  to 
the  government. 

Specification  eighteenth.  In  permitting  or  causing  to  be  made  by  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  and  other 
public  vessels,  out  of  the  materials  which  had  been  purchased  for  the  service  of  the  government,  sails, 
&c.,  for  the  use  of  the  private  ship  the  Canton,  in  the  month  of  August  or  September,  1822. 

Specification  nineteenth.  In  permitting  or  causing  the  Dolphin,  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  to 
carry  from  Callao  to  Guayaquil,  in  or  about  the  mouth  of  September,  1822,  money,  sails,  &c.,  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  them  on  board  the  Canton. 

Specification  twentieth.  In  permitting  William  A.  Weaver,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  borne  on  the  books  of  the  said  ship  Franklin,  to  absent  himself  from  said  vessel  and 
from  his  duties  on  board,  during  the  entire  cruise  of  said  ship,  from  the  month  of  September,  1821,  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Franklin  within  the  United  States,  in  the  mouth  of  August,  1824,  without  any  necessity 
or  excuse  of  a  public  nature. 

Specification  twenty-first.  In  approving  the  muster  rolls  of  the  Franklin,  wherein  it  was  made  to 
appear  that  the  said  William  A.  Weaver  was  actually  on  board  said  ship,  and  performing  the  duties  of  a 
lieutenant  on  board,  from  the  commencement  of  said  cruise  up  to  December  31,  1823;  whereas  he,  the 
said  Charles  Stewart,  well  knew  the  said  Weaver  to  be  absent  from  said  vessel,  engaged  in  his  own 
private  concerns,  during  the  whole  of  said  period. 

Specification  twenty-second.  In  directing  and  causing  the  purser  of  said  ship,  the  Franklin,  to 
transmit  to  the  Navy  Department  false  and  erroneous  transcripts  from  the  muster  rolls  of  said  ship;  by 
such  false  and  erroneous  transcripts  representing  to  the  Navy  Department  that  he,  the  said  William  A. 
Weaver,  was  absent  from  the  said  vessel  in  charge  of  stores  at  Callao,  when  in  fact  no  such  entry  was 
ever  made  in  the  original  muster  roll,  and  when  he,  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  well  knew  that  he,  the  said 
Weaver,  was  not  at  Callao,  and  also  that  there  were  no  public  stores  at  Callao  of  which  he  could  be  in 
charge. 

Specification  twenty-third.  In  causing  the  purser  of  the  said  ship,  the  Franklin,  to  enter  on  the 
muster  roll  of  said  vessel,  on  or  about  the  16th  of  November,  1824,  that  he,  the  said  William  A.  Weaver, 
was  absent  from  said  ship  without  leave  from  the  first  of  August,  1822;  whereas  he,  the  said  Charles 
Stewart,  had  approved  the  muster  roll  of  said  vessel,  by  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  said 
Weaver  was  actually  on  board  up  to  December  31,  1823. 

Specification  twenty-fourth.  In  permitting  the  purser  of  the  said  ship,  the  Franklin,  at  the  port  of 
Arica,  in  June,  1822,  to  send  on  shore  for  sale  large  quantities  of  clothing  and  other  articles  brought  out 
in  the  said  ship  for  the  use  of  the  officers,  by  which  means,  when  those  articles  were  required,  it 
became  impossible  for  the  officers  to  procure  them  from  the  purser. 

Specification  twenty-fifth.  In  sending  or  causing  to  be  sent  at  various  times  in  1822  and  1823,  on 
board  the  Canton,  a  large  number  of  musket  cartridges  and  other  military  stores  belonging  to  the 
government,  which  said  articles  were  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Franklin  as  expended  in  that  vessel 
in  the  regular  course  of  public  service. 

Specification  twenty-sixth.  In  sending  or  causing  or  permiting  to  be  sent  on  board  the  said  ship,  the 
Canton,  on  or  about  the  26th  daj'of  July,  1822,  several  articles  from  the  carpenter's  department,  of  which 
no  entry  was  made  on  the  books  of  the  Franklin. 

Specification  twenty-seventh.  In  causing  or  permiting  to  be  used  a  large  number  of  hoops  and  other 
materials  belonging  to  the  government,  and  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  and  other  vessels  under  his 
command  to  be  occupied  in  making  kegs  to  hold  specie,  &c.,  deposited  on  board  said  vessels,  and  not 
accounting  to  the  government  for  the  money  charged  to  and  received  from  the  owners  of  said  specie,  &c., 
on  account  of  said  kegs. 

Specification  twenty-eighth.  In  sending  or  causing  or  permiting  to  be  sent  on  board  the  Canton,  for 
the  use  of  said  private  vessel,  on  or  about  the  26th  of  October,  1822,  sails,  canvas  and  other  articles 
belonging  to  the  government. 

Specification  twenty-ninth.  In  permitting  to  be  taken  from  the  public  stores,  in  the  month  of 
September,  1822,  in  April  and  November,  1823,  and  in  January,  1824,  and  at  divers  other  times,  saws, 
copper  nails,  iron  nails,  iron  spikes,  iron  and  ammunition,  and  given  or  sold  on  private  accoimt,  without 
rendering  a  faithful  and  true  account  thereof  to  the  government. 

CHARGE    SECOND DISOBEDIENCE    OF    ORDERS. 

Specificaiion  first.  For  that  in  express  violation  of  his  instructions  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  dated  the  8th  day  of  September,  1821,  he,  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  in  tlie  year  1822,  then 
commanding  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  did  aid  and  assist  an  American  ship  called  the  Canton,  au 
American  ship  called  the  Pearl,  an  English  brig  called  the  Sarah,  and  a  French  ship  called  the  Telegraph, 
in  carrying  on  an  illicit  and  contraband  trade  with  certain  ports  in  Peru  called  the  Intermedios;  aiding 
and  assisting  said  vessels  in  violating  the  laws  and  decrees  of  the  government  of  Peru,  and  in 
transporting  and  landing  arms,  military  stores  and  other  contraband  articles;  and  in  protecting  the  said 
vessels  from  the  consequences  of  such  illegal  conduct,  by  employing  or  threatening  to  employ  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  tiieir  defence. 

Specification  second.  In  employing,  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  July,  1822,  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  under  his  command  in  preventing  the  commander  of  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano  from 
enforcing  the  laws  and  instructions  of  his  government  for  taking  and  sending  in  for  adjudication  an 
American  vessel  called  the  Canton,  detected  in  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  to  tlie  injury  of  said  government. 

Specification  third.  In  transporting  or  causing  to  be  transported,  on  board  the  United  States  schooner 
Dolphin,  on  or  about  the  6th  May,  1822,  one  Eliphalet  Smith,  with  goods  and  merchandise  for  sale  on  pri- 
vate account,  and  permitting  Smith  to  carry  such,  his  own  private  goods  and  merchandise  not  desigued 
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for  the  use  of  the  said  schooner,  on  board  the  said  schooner,  under  the  protection  and  flag  of  the  United 
States,  to  certain  ports  forbidden  by  the  haws  of  the  country. 

Specification  fourth.  In  lending  aid  and  countenance  to  the  violators  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Peru,  by  permitting  and  aiding  sundry  persons,  at  various  times  between  the  arrival  of  the 
Franklin  in  the  Pacilic  in  the  year  1821,  and  her  departure  from  thence  in  1824,  to  carry  off  from  the  shore 
specie,  bullion,  plata  pina,  and  other  articles,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  said  government,  without  the  per- 
mission, authority  or  knowledge  of  the  custom  house  officers  and  local  authorities;  and  to  deposit  said 
articles  so  smuggled  from  the  shore  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  him,  the  said  Charles  Stewart. 

Specification  fifth.  In  assisting  with  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  then  under  the  command  of 
him,  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  in  defending  and  protecting  persons  and  property,  engaged  in  smuggling, 
from  arrest  and  detention  by  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  government  of  Peru  at  the  times  mentioned  in 
the  last  preceding  specification. 

Specification  sixth.  In  permitting  to  be  received,  and  in  receiving  on  board  the  said  ship,  the  Frank- 
lin, and  other  vessels  under  his  command,  at  various  times  within  tlie  periods  aforesaid,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  said  government  of  Peru,  certain  persons,  who  by  the  laws  of  the  said  government  were 
obnoxious  to  capture  and  punishment- — spies  and  officers  in  the  royalist  army,  and  in  protecting  said  per- 
sons from  seizure  and  punishment,  contrary  to  the  express  instructions  given  to  the  said  Charles  Stewart 
by  his  government,  and  in  contravention  of  his  duties  as  the  commander  in  the  service  of  a  neutral 
nation.  In  particular,  in  receiving,  or  permitting  to  be  received  and  protected  as  aforesaid,  an  indivi- 
dual by  the  name  of  Madrice,  an  officer  in  the  royalist  army,  and  a  spy  in  Lima,  and  the  director  or  late 
director  of  the  mint. 

Specification  seventh.  In  unlawfully,  and  in  violation  of  his  duties  as  a  neutral,  carrying  from  Callao  to 
the  before-mentioned  ports,  called  the  Intermedios,  sometime  between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  15th  of 
July,  1822,  intelligence  of  a  contemplated  military  expedition,  prepared  by  the  patriot  government  of  Peru, 
against  said  Intermedios,  and  thereby  exposing  the  same  to  defeat  and  destruction. 

CHARGE   THIRD NEGLECT    OF    DUTY. 

Specification  first.  In  permitting  and  authorizing  William  A.  Weaver,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of 
the  United  States,  attached  to  the  Franklin,  and  borne  on  the  books  of  that  vessel,  to  absent  himself 
from  said  ship  and  from  his  duties  on  board  during  the  entire  cruise  of  said  ship,  from  the  month  of 
September,  1821,  till  her  arrival  within  the  United  States,  in  the  summer  of  1824,  without  any  necessity 
or  reason  of  a  public  nature. 

Specification  second.  For  that,  whareas,  Horace  B.  Sawyer,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  did,  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  1822,  and  on  the  28th  of  August,  in  the  same  year,  exhibit  to  said 
Charles  Stewart,  his  commanding  officer,  charges  and  specifications  of  the  most  serious  character  against 
David  Conner,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  then  under  the  command  of  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  and  did 
refer  to  several  witnesses  as  able  to  sustain  said  charges;  he,  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  did  omit  and 
neglect  to  notice  said  charges,  or  to  cause  their  truth  to  be  investigated,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Specification  third.  In  not  having  his  men  regularly  and  properly  exercised  at  quarters,  and  in  not 
having  his  guns  in  a  proper  state  for  action,  as  he  was  bound  to  have  done,  during  the  cruise  of  said 
Franklin,  from  the  month  of  September,  1821,  to  the  summer  of  1824. 

CHARGE    FOURTH OPPRESSION    AND    CRUELTY. 

Specification.  In  confining  Joshua  R.  Sands,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  immediate  command  of  the  said  Charles  Stewart,  in  an  unusual  and  unnecessary  manner  on 
board  the  Franklin,  from  the  9th  October,  1823,  until  the  13th  of  April,  1824,  without  taking  any 
measures  to  bring  the  said  Sands  to  trial  for  any  alleged  misconduct,  and  in  continuing  said  oppressive 
and  cruel  conduct  subsequent  to  the  said  13th  of  April,  to  the  manifest  and  great  injury  of  the  health  of 
said  Sands. 

(Signed)  RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 


Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial,  convened  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  building  on 
First  street  east  and  the  corner  of  the  Maryland  avenue,  this  eighteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  five,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  the  sfventeenth  day  of  August,  instant,  hereunto  annexed  and 
marked  A. 

Present:  Captain  James  Barron,  president,  Captains  William  M.  Crane,  Robert  T.  Spence,  John  D. 
Henley,  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  Stephen  Cassin,  James  Renshaw,  Thomas  Brown,  Charles  C.  B.  Thompson, 
Alexander  S.  Wadsworth,  George  W.  Rodgers,  and  George  C.  Read,  members;  and  Richard  S.  Coxe, 
judge  advocate. 

Captain  Charles  Stewart  appeared  in  court  to  answer  to  the  charges  exhibited  against  him.  Being 
asked  whether  he  had  any  objections  to  make  against  either  of  the  members  of  the  court,  he  replied  that 
he  had  none. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  in  such  case  was  then  administered  to  the  president  and  each  of  the 
members  of  the  court  by  the  judge  advocate;  and  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  the  judge  advocate 
was  then  administered  to  him  by  the  president.  The  charges  and  specifications  were  then  read  by  the 
judge  advocate,  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  B.  The  accused  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  same.  The 
accused  then  presented  an  application  to  the  court,  to  be  heard  and  assisted  by  counsel ;  as  also  permis- 
sion to  employ  a  stenographer,  and  such  other  person  as  may  be  necessary  for  his  assistance,  and 
mentioned  Joseph  Ilopkinson  and  Robert  D.  Taylor,  Esquires,  as  the  counsel  whose  prolessional  aid  he 
required.  The  court  being  cleared,  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  tiie  application  of  the  accused,  and 
being  reopened,  it  was  announced  that  the  court  had  agreed  to  accede  to  this  request,  and  to  allow  the 
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gentlemen  named  as  counsel  to  appear  in  that  character-  under  th^  restrictions  customary  in  the  practice 
of  courts-martial.  These  restrictions  the  court  understands  to  be,  that  all  propositions,  motions,  and 
communications  be  made  to  the  court  in  writing,  by  handing  the  same  to  the  judge  advocate;  that  all 
questions  proposed  on  behalf  of  the  accused  be  propounded  in  writing,  through  the  judge  advocate. 
The  court  likewise  accedes  to  the  wish  of  Captain  Stewart,  to  have  a  stenographer  in  the  court  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  notes  of  the  proceedings  and  of  the  evidence,  with  the  understanding  that  these  notes 
are  taken  for  the  use  of  the  accused  alone,  in  aiding  him  on  the  present  trial. 

William  M.  Hunter,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  produced  by  the  judge 
advocate,  and  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and  by  him  examined,  deposes  and  says:  I  was 
the  first  lieutenant  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  from  September,  1821,  till  her  return  to 
the  United  States  in  August,  1824,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  months,  when  I  was  ashore,  sick;  I 
was  on  board  in  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  in  the  year  1822;  I  know  the  American  ship,  the 
Canton,  bound,  as  I  heard,  from  New  York  to  Valparaiso;  we  fell  in  with  her  at  St.  Juan  Fernandez;  she 
was  lying  to  off  that  island  when  we  arrived  there;  we  were  at  anchor  at  St.  Juan  Fernandez  three  or 
four  days;  she  continued  lying  to  off  that  island;  from  St.  Juan  Fernandez  we  proceeded  to  Valparaiso; 
the  Canton  sailed  about  the  same  time;  we  arrived  at  Valparaiso  together,  in  February,  1822,  and  sailed 
from  that  port  early  in  May  following;  the  Canton  was  in  Valparaiso  during  that  period;  we  proceeded 
from  Valparaiso  to  Arica;  the  Canton  accompanied  us;  (Arica  is  one  of  the  Intcrmcdios;)  we  remained 
at  Arica  I  think  nearly  a  month,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Quilca  (another  of  the  Intermedios),  the  Canton 
in  company;  I  do  not  recollect  how  long  we  continued  at  Quilca;  we  proceeded  down  towards  Callao,  but 
did  not  enter  that  port  together;  the  Canton  parted  company  with  us  the  evening  before  we  went  into 
Callao;  Captain  O'SuUivan  commanded  the  Canton,  and  was  the  principal  supercargo;  Mr.  Ward  the 
assistant  supercargo;  during  the  period  in  which  the  two  vessels  were  together,  those  officers  of  the 
Canton  were  in  the  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  officers  of  the  Franklin ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
arms,  military  stores,  or  otlier  contraband  articles  being  on  board  the  Canton  at  the  time  of  her  arrival 
at  Valparaiso;  the  ports  called  the  Intermedios  were  in  the  possession  of  the  royalists  during  the  time 
that  we  were  there,  as  before  mentioned ;  during  the  time  that  we  were  at  Arica  the  Canton  was  anchored 
between  us  and  the  sliore,  at  the  distance  of  perhaps  more  that  half  a  mile;  at  Quilca  also  between  us 
and  the  shore,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  the  cargo  of  the  Canton  was  carried  on  shore 
at  Arica  and  Quilca  by  her  own  boats;  I  do  not  know  of  what  that  cargo  consisted;  I  do  not  know 
whether  or  not  it  was  the  same  cargo  she  brought  from  the  United  States,  or  whether  it  was  shipped  at 
Valparaiso;  I  cannot  recollect  the  time  when  we  parted  company  with  the  Canton  off  Callao;  the  Peru- 
vian brig,  Belgrano,  came  into  Quilca  while  we  were  lying  there,  while  the  Canton  was  lying  there  with 
us;  the  captain  of  the  Belgrano,  Frunier,  came  on  board  the  Franklin  and  went  into  the  cabin  of  the 
commodore;  told  the  commodore  he  should  take  the  Canton  from  under  our  guns,  as  the  whole  coast  was 
under  blockade;  the  commodore  then  told  him  if  he  made  the  attempt  he  should  then  act  himself;  not 
much  more  passed  between  them;  he  was  on  board  several  times  afterwards,  but  I  do  not  recollect  his 
mentioning  the  subject  again;  I  do  not  recollect  that  anything  was  said  by  Captain  Frunier  of  the  landing 
of  arms  by  the  Canton,  or  her  carrying  on  any  trade,  or  that  any  other  reason  was  assigned  for  his  inten- 
tion to  take  possession  of  that  vessel  than  the  blockade  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I  do  not  know  who 
was  the  owner  of  the  Canton  or  her  cargo,  nor  do  I,  of  my  own  knowledge,  know  who  were  interested  in 
either,  nor  do  I  know,  by  any  communication  from  Commodore  Stewart,  or  by  any  other  person  in  his 
presence,  who  were  so  interested;  I  was  acting  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Franklin  in  the  month  of  August, 
1822,  at  the  period  when  the  Peruviano  and  Waterwitch  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Franklin;  these 
two  vessels  were  built  by  our  own  carpenters,  one  at  Arica,  the  other  at  Quilca,  on  our  first  voyage 
down;  the  frames  and  all  the  materials  for  building  and  equipping  them  w^ere  brought  out  in  the 
Pearl,  from  Boston;  an  arrangement  was  made  by  Captain  Stewart  with  the  captain  of  the  Pearl,  by 
which  the  former  was  to  have  one  of  the  schooners  for  building  the  others;  the  third  was  built  at 
St.  Juan  Fernandez,  and  named  the  Robinson  Crusoe;  the  Peruviano  and  Waterwitch,  during  the  lime 
they  were  in  the  service,  wcmo  iiianncd  and  officered  from  the  Franklin.  Lieutenant  Henry  at  different 
times  commanded  both;  Miilshipniaii  Wilkes  had  charge  of  the  AVaterwitch,  to  deliver  the  Waterwitch  up 
to  the  owner  or  his  agent,  at  which  time  the  crew  returned  to  the  Franklin.  The  Waterwitch  was 
launched  some  time  in  June,  1822,  and  the  Peruviano  in  July  or  August  of  the  same  year;  one  or  the 
other  was  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Henry  until  a  few  days  before  we  sailed  from  Callao,  on  our 
return  to  the  United  States,  in  1824.  They  were  used  as  dispatch  boats.  They  went  with  letters  on 
various  occasions  to  Guayaquil,  Panama,  Valparaiso  and  Callao,  and  carried  Lieutenant  Mayo  to  Panama. 
The  Peruviano  had  on  board  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  which  was  taken  out  of  that  vessel  the 
evening  before  we  entered  Callao.  The  Peruviano  was  not  then  rigged,  but  was  in  tow  of  the  Franklin; 
she  was  carried  into  the  harbor  of  Callao,  then  in  possession  of  the  patriots.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  what  the  goods  were.  The  Peruviano  was  rigged  and  fitted  out  in  the  harbor  of  Callao,  and 
sailed  from  there  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Henry.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  part  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Canton  was  landed  at  Callao  or  carried  from  thence  in  the  schooner.  I  know  of  no  other  instance 
of  either  of  these  vessels,  while  commanded  by  officers  or  manned  from  the  crew  of  the  Franklin,  having 
private  property  on  board.  .  fter  parting  company  with  the  Canton  off  Callao,  we  fell  in  with  her  again 
at  Quilca,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1822.  We  laid  there  together,  I  cannot  say  how  long,  and  sailed 
together.  She  was  bound  to  Europe,  we  to  Valparaiso;  we  parted  company  I  think  the  fifth  or  sixth 
day  after  Captain  0' Sullivan  returned  in  the  Canton.  Mr.  Ward  was  appointed  commodore's  secretary. 
He  had  joined  the  Franklin  when  we  parted  company  with  the  Canton  off  Callao  the  first  time.  He  was 
rated  on  the  books  of  the  Franklin,  immediately  after  joining  the  ship,  as  second  master.  He  remained 
with  us  till  our  return  to  the  United  States.  At  Valparaiso,  when  we  first  went  out,  there  was  some  wine 
purchased,  which  was  brought  on  board  from  the  Canton;  it  was  claret  wine  in  hogsheads;  there  were,  I 
think,  more  than  twenty,  but  I  cannot  sayliow  many;  other  articles  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Hogan,  the 
United  States  agent  on  shore.  They  were  nails,  canvas  and  paints.  I  cannot  say,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
where  they  were  procured.  When  the  Franklin  sailed  from  New  York,  she  was  well  equipped  and  prepared 
for  the  cruise.  She  was  not  in  want  of  canvas  on  our  arrival  at  Valparaiso.  The  nails  were  purchased  with 
the  idea  of  building  a  dispatch  boat  before  we  knew  of  the  frames.  There  was  no  immediate  use  for  any  of 
those  articles  on  board  the  Franklin,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.  They  were  in  part  used  on  board  the 
Franklin.  The  Constellation  received  thirty  bolts  of  canvas,  and  there  were  thirty-six  bolts  loaned  to  the 
Canton,  for  the  purpose  of  making  sails  for  her.     The  sails  for  the  Canton  were  made  on  board  the  Frank- 
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lin,  by  the  crew  of  the  Franklin,  on  our  first  pas.sage  down  from  Valparaiso  to  Callao.  The  Dolphin 
received  them  from  the  Franklin  at  Callao,  and  took  them  to  Guayaquil.  Part  of  the  other  articles  were 
consumed  on  board  the  Franklin;  part  were  brought  to  the  United  States;  part  of  the  nails  and  paints 
were  so  consumed,  and  the  residue  of  the  canvas.  The  wine  was  used,  part  as  wine  and  part  as  vine- 
gar. The  Peruviano,  while  she  had  the  goods  on  board  received  from  the  Canton,  in  the  harbor  of  Cal- 
lao, was  anchored  near  the  Franklin.  During-  this  time  Mr.  Ward  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  continue  to 
act  as  the  supercargo  of  the  Canton,  nor  had  he  anything  to  do  with  the  goods.  The  Peruviano,  when 
towed  in,  was  a  mere  hull  of  a  vessel,  not  perfectly  decked,  and  without  masts.  When  rigged  she  assumed 
the  appearance  and  was  understood  to  be  a  public  vessel.  During  the  times  we  were  in  the  harbors  of 
Quilca  and  Arica  with  the  Canton,  that  vessel  wore  the  flag  and  pendant  common  to  American  merchant 
vessels.  Inquiry  was  made  by  Captain  Prunier  of  Commodore  Stewart,  whether  the  Canton  was  or  was 
not  a  public  vessel,  or  in  the  employ  of  the  government.  The  answer  given  was,  that  she  was  a  merchant 
vessel.  We  saw  the  Pearl,  the  Sarah,  and  the  Telegraph  on  the  coast  of  Peru;  neither  of  them  sailed  in 
company  with  us.  The  Pearl  was  in  sight  during  our  passage  from  Valparaiso,  as  far  as  Arica.  I  believe  she 
had  applied  for  convoy,  but  was  refused.  The  Canton  was  along  with  us,  and  she  and  the  Pearl  were  together 
the  evening  before  we  arrived  at  Arica,  but  at  no  other  time.  The  Canton  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  during 
that  voyage,  lay  to,  or  shorten  sail  for  the  Pearl.  Convoy  was  refused  to  the  Pearl  because  she  had  arms  on 
board.  They  were  not  landed  at  Arica.  She  sailed  from  that  port  to  the  northwest  coast.  No  arms  or  other 
articles  were,  to  my  knowledge,  shipped  from  the  Pearl  to  the  Canton.  On  our  passage  from  Valparaiso 
to  Arica,  there  was  a  brig  in  sight,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  Sarah.  The  Pearl  and  Sarah  were 
fallen  in  with  about  half  way  down  the  coast.  The  frames  that  I  have  spoken  of  were  purchased  at 
Valparaiso  and  in  part  delivered  at  Arica.  The  greater  part  we  took  on  board  at  Valparaiso,  as  much  as 
we  could  conveniently  carry.  I  do  not  know  that  while  in  the  port  of  Arica  either  the  Pearl  or  Sarah  was 
engaged  in  landing  their  cargoes,  or  in  any  commerce  with  the  shore.  I  do  not  know  that  any  arms  or 
cannon  were  landed  from  the  Pearl  at  Arica.  Carpenters  and  other  men,  mechanics  and  laboring  men, 
were  permitted  to  be  employed  on  board  the  Canton,  Wasp,  and  other  vessels,  without  distinction  of 
nations — never  when  their  services  were  wanted  on  board  the  public  vessels.  I  believe  they  were  in 
almost  every  instance  paid  by  the  owners  or  captains  of  the  vessels  on  board  which  they  worked.  It  was 
not  possible  to  procure  mechanics  or  laboring  men  from  the  shore,  and  for  that  reason  it  was  permitted. 
It  was  a  permission  to  the  persons  thus  occupied,  not  an  order,  and  of  course  no  complaints  were  made 
by  them.  It  was  a  usual  thing  in  the  service.  I  know  Captain  Eliphalet  Smith.  He  came  on  board  the 
Franklin  while  we  were  at  Valparaiso  the  first  time.  He  was  a  passenger  in  the  cabin  with  the  commo- 
dore. He  remained  until  after  leaving  Callao.  We  went  down  to  Quilca.  Pie  was  landed,  I  think,  some 
time  in  October.  I  understood  he  was  an  American  merchant,  doing  business  out  there.  He  was  engaged 
as  a  merchant  during  that  period.  I  do  not  know  of  what  vessels  he  was  the  owner,  or  in  which  he  was 
interested  in  that  sea  at  that  time.  While  lying  in  port,  he  was  at  times  on  board,  at  times  on  shore. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  any  business  on  his  own  account  or  on  behalf  of 
any  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  Franklin,  nor  whether  he  had  any  goods  or  samples  of  goods  on  board 
the  Franklin.  He  had  not  an  unusual  quantity  of  baggage  for  a  mere  passenger;  nor  did  he,  when  he 
landed  from  or  returned  to  the  Franklin,  carry  or  bring  with  him  an  unusual  portion  of  baggage.  I 
understood  he  was  once  sent  in  the  Dolphin,  by  the  commodore,  to  carry  a  dispatch,  but  I  know  of  no 
other  instance  of  the  sort.  He  was  not  employed  to  board  vessels,  or  to  perform  any  other  duties  which 
it  is  usual  to  execute  by  the  means  or  instrumentality  of  officers.  William  A.  Weaver  was  borne  on  the 
books  of  the  Franklin  as  a  lieutenant  during  the  cruise.  He  did  not  sail  in  her,  nor  was  he  on  board  after 
sailing  from  New  York.  We  first  saw  him  at  Rio  Janeiro;  he  was  on  board  the  merchant  vessel  the 
America.  We  saw  him  next  at  Valparaiso,  on  our  first  arrival  there.  We  did  not  again  see  him  during 
the  cruise.  He  did  not  do  duty  as  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  J'ranklin,  either  at  Rio  or  Valparaiso.  There 
■were  no  muskets,  cartridges,  or  other  military  stores  sent  on  board  the  Canton  from  the  Franklin.  I 
should  have  known  it  had  they  been  sent.  There  were  none  from  the  carpenter's  department  sent  on 
board,  to  my  knowledge.  At  the  time  the  first  cutter  was  lost,  a  sail  which  had  been  borrowed  from  the 
Canton  was  lost,  and  an  old  condemned  studding-sail  given  to  Captain  O'Sullivan  in  lieu  of  it.  About 
the  same  time,  the  Canton  returned  to  us  in  rigging,  for  the  use  of  the  Franklin,  a  loan  which  had  been 
made  to  her  previously  of  a  hawser.  There  wore  hoops,  purchased  by  the  slush  fund,  private  property, 
which  were  used  in  making  kegs,  &c.,  which  were  sold,  and  the  fund  credited  with  the  price  of  them. 
There  were  two  saws;  one  was  loaned  to  Captain  Smith,  the  other  to  Captain  Adderton,  of  the  brig 
Nancy,  an  American  vessel,  whose  crew  had  mutinied  and  thrown  his  tools  overboard:  both  were  returned. 
As  to  any  other  articles  being  sold  or  given  away,  I  know  nothing.  In  November,  1823,  and  January,  1824, 
I  was  not  on  board  the  ship,  being  sick  on  shore.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  plate,  bullion,  coin,  or  other 
articles  being  smuggled  oft'  to  the  ship.  While  the  ship  was  lying  at  Quilca,  on  our  first  visit,  the  boats  went 
oflF  from  the  ship  and  returned  after  night  with  money.  They  went,  I  think,  before  night.  There  was  a  small 
cove  at  the  place  and  a  building  called  the  custom  house.  Lieu  enant  Henry  was  one  of  the  officers. 
Midshipman  Pearson  was  also  on  board.  We  were  Ijnng  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore.  About 
the  same  place  (I  cannot  say  whether  on  the  same  or  a  subsequent  visit)  the  same  circumstances  again 
occurred,  and  I  think  the  same  officers.  We  sent  money  from  the  Franklin  on  board  an  American  brig  bound 
to  the  United  States;  sent  on  board  her  in  the  harbor  of  Callao.  She  had  not  gone  to  sea.  Mr.  Golds- 
borough  was,  1  think,  the  officer.  Part  of  this  money  (the  principal  part)  came  from  the  Dolphin,  part 
from  merchant  ships  in  harbor,  and  part  belonged  to  the  brig  herself.  No  part  of  it,  to  my  knowledge, 
was  public  property.  I  know  of  no  other  instance  of  a  similar  kind.  In  going  from  Valparaiso  down 
the  coast,  the  commodore  had  his  horses  on  board.  They  were  taken  on  board  at  Valparaiso.  Two  of 
them  were  landed  at  Quilca.  There  were  six  in  the  whole,  at  difterent  times,  on  board;  five  belonging  to 
the  commodore,  and  one  to  Captain  Smith.  The  commodore  told  me  he  had  given  his  horse,  which  was 
landed  at  Quilca,  to  a  Mr.  Cotera,  a  merchant  of  the  place.  I  do  not  know  that  either  of  them  were  ever 
given  to  General  Canterac,  or  any  other  royalist  general,  nor  did  I  ever  see  either  of  them  afterwards  in 
the  royalist  army.  The  horse  that  was  given  by  the  commodore  to  Mr.  Cotera  was  in  return  for  a  pres- 
ent made  by  Mr.  Cotera  to  Mrs.  Stewart.  There  was  a  person  of  the  name  of  Madrid  on  board  the 
Franklin.  I  thought  Commodore  Stewart  knew  him  to  be  thcro.  From  the  commodore's  conversation 
with  me  a  j'ear  after,  he  appeared  to  be  in  great  distress  in  lu  aiiiig  of  it,  and  I  was  induced  to  believe 
he  never  had  known  of  it  before.  I  saw  a  man  who  was  said  to  bo  the  director  of  the  mint.  He  came 
on  board  for  the  purptise  of  depositing  bullion,  or  something  of  the  kind,  which  was  not  received.     It 


494  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  283. 

was  refused  because  it  belonged  to  him  as  a  Spaniard,  one  of  the  belligerents,  and  also  on  account  of 
the  size  of  the  boxes.  When  we  sailed  from  Callao  for  the  Intermedios,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
voying an  American  ship  called  the  Chauncey.  I  do  not  know  of  any  request,  either  of  an  otBcial  or 
unofficial  kind,  to  the  commodore  to  delay  going  down  then.  I  think  there  was  a  military  expedition 
which  had  sailed  before  us  from  CoUao,  bound  to  the  Intermedios.  Whether  it  arrived  there  before  we 
did  I  cannot  say.  It  had  not  arrived  at  the  port  we  were  at.  That  was  the  time  that  Madrid  was  on 
board.  In  January  or  February  following  we  heard  the  report  that  the  expedition  was  defeated.  The  patriot 
party  was  at  that  time  in  possession  of  Lima.  During  the  voyage  from  the  United  States  till  our  return 
the  crew  of  the  Franklin  was  as  frequently  and  as  regularly  exercised  at  quarters  as  I  have  ever  seen  on 
board  a  ship.  The  guns  of  the  Franklin  were,  as  I  conceived,  kept  in  a  proper  state  for  action.  The 
gunner  reported  the  fore-cabin  guns  to  have  the  same  cartridges  in  them  which  they  had  when  we  sailed 
from  New  York,  but  they  were  frequently  drawn,  examined,  and  found  iu  good  order.  I  left  the  Franklin 
about  the  first  of  October,  1823,  and  I  returned  about  the  first  of  March,  during  which  time  I  was 
detained  on  shore  by  sickness.  Lieutenant  Sands  was  confined  from  the  time  I  rejoined  the  ship  until 
the  time  mentioned  in  the  specification  of  the  last  charge.  He  remained  confined  until  his  return  to  the 
United  States.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  time  he  had  the  use  of  the  gun  deck  t  walk  about.  He 
was  tried  at  Callao  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  United  States — about  April  or  May.  The  sentence  of 
the  court  was  never  promulgated  on  board  the  Franklin.  No  alteration  was  made  i  is  confinement 
until  some  time  after  the  sitting  of  that  court,  but  on  our  passage  home  he  was  allowed  to  walk  the  gua 
deck.  He  was  continued  under  arrest  until  after  our  arrival  at  New  York.  From  the  time  I  rejoined  the 
Franklin  until  Mr.  Sands  was  allowed  to  walk  the  gun  deck,  he  was  confined  to  his  state-room.  It  was  never 
reported  to  me  that  his  health  was  affected.  I  believe  the  officers  of  the  ship  asked  the  commodore  to  enlarge 
him  from  his  confinement.  The  commodore  said  he  had  offered  him  the  privilege  of  the  gun  deck  upon  certain 
restrictions,  which  he  would  not  agree  to.  The  cause  of  his  arrest  and  confinement  was  a  quarrel  with  one 
of  the  officers. 

Question.  (By  the  court.)  As  first  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  would  you  have  known  if  any  articles  of 
stores  had  been  sent  on  board  the  Canton  from  the  Franklin? 

Answer.  I  should;  as  one  of  the  regulations  of  the  ship  required  that  it  should  be  done  upon  an  order 
signed  either  by  the  first  lieutenant  or  the  commanding  officer. 

Ques.  How  often  were  the  men  exercised  at  quarters? 

Ans.  Generally  every  day  or  so,  one  division  or  other,  at  sea.     They  were  not  often  exercised  in  port. 

Ques.  Did  you  examine  and  sign  the  weekly  expenditures  of  the  ship's  stores? 

Ans.  Yes.     I  examined  the  accounts  weekly,  and  they  were  signed  monthly  in  the  books. 

The  court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Frwat,  August  19,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  j^esterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read,  and  the 
court  resumed  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Hunter. 

The  carriage,  carriage  horses,  and  two  riding  horses  belonging  to  the  commodore,  were  lauded  at 
Callao,  and  left  at  Lima.  They  were  all  taken  on  board  at  Valparaiso,  at  the  navy  yard.  Those  left  at 
Lima  were  never  taken  on  board  again.     They  were  left  there  when  we  sailed. 

Question.  (By  the  court.)  You  say,  sir,  that  Commodore  Stewart  offered  to  release  Lieutenant  Sands 
uader  certain  restrictions;  will  you  be  pleased  to  state  what  these  restrictions  were? 

Answej-.  I  understood  the  commodore  to  say  that  if  Lieutenant  Sands  would  pledge  himself  not  to 
quarrel  with  or  molest  any  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  he  would  allow  him  the  liberty,  and  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  Lieutenant  Sands  had  refused  it. 

Henry  Henry,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  produced  by  the  judge  advocate, 
and  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the  Franklin,  as  a 
lieutenant,  a  portion  of  the  time  that  she  was  on  her  cruise  in  the  Pacific.  I  was  on  board  until  the 
22d  June,  1822,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  dispatch  boat,  the  Waterwitch. 
(The  orders  read,  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  1.)  I  rejoined  the  Franklin  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  April,  1824,  by  virtue  of  the  order  of  that  date,  (read,  annexed  and  marked  2.)  From  the 
time  I  rejoined  the  Franklin,  I  remained  on  board,  until  her  arrival  in  New  York.  Between  the  two 
dates  I  have  specified,  I  was  engaged  as  the  commander  either  of  the  Waterwitch  or  the  Peruviano 
The  Canton  was  first  fallen  in  with  off  the  Island  of  St.  Juan  Fernandez.  There  was  a  private  signal 
flying  on  one  of  the  mast  heads  of  the  Canton  when  we  first  fell  in  with  her.  None  of  the  officers  appeared 
to  know  what  vessel  she  was  by  her  signal.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Canton  was  in  New  York  when 
we  left  there.  Tlie  Franklin  went  into  the  harbor  of  St.  Juan  Fernandez.  The  Canton  remained  under 
way.  Before  we  went  in.  Captain  O'SuUivan  came  on  board,  whether  from  his  own  ship  or  the  Dolphin 
I  do  not  recollect.  We  remained  at  the  island  two  or  three  days;  less  I  think  than  a  week.  The  evening 
we  got  under  way,  I  was  the  officer  of  the  first  watch.  She  was  in  sight  when  I  took  charge  of  the 
deck;  the  Franklin  was  lying  to;  during  the  watch,  we  filled  away  and  1  lost  sight  of  the  Canton.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  Captain  O'SuUivan  was  on  board  when  we  got  under  way,  nor  whether  any  signal  was 
made  to  the  Canton  from  the  Franklin.  The  day  we  arrived  off  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso,  1  saw  the  Can- 
ton in  company  with  the  Dolphin.  The  Dolphin  got  under  way  from  St.  Juan  Fernandez  a  little  after 
us;  some  little  delay  occurred,  which  was  the  cause  of  our  laying  to.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Canton 
was  ostensibly  bound  from  or  to,  nor  do  I  know  what  her  cargo  consisted  of.  I  think  we  arrived  at  Val- 
paraiso in  February,  1822,  and  sailed  from  there  in  May  following.  During  that  time,  the  Canton  remained 
in  the  port  of  Valparaiso.  The  captain  of  the  Canton,  O'SuUivan,  and  the  officers  of  the  Franklin,  were  in 
habits  of  intimacy.  When  we  left  Valparaiso  the  Canton  accompanied  us.  We  went  to  Arica,  one  of  the 
ports  of  the  Intermedios;  the  Canton  continued  in  that  port  as  long  as  we  did,  and  sailed  with  us  to 
Quilca.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  any  commerce  or  trade  carried  on  by  the  Canton  other  than  that  she 
landed  part  of  her  cargo  at  Arica,  and  the  remainder  at  Quilca.  The  ports  of  the  Intermedios  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  royalists.  I  know  nothing  of  the  purchasing  for  the  Franklin  from  the  Canton  of  any 
articles  in  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso.  I  remember  that  while  at  Valparaiso,  canvas,  wine,  nails,  and 
other  articles  were  brought  on  board  the  Franklin,  whether  from  the  shore  or  the  Canton  I  do  not  know. 
Previous  to  my  taking  command  of  the  Peruviano,  I  stated  to  Commodore  Stewart  that  there  were  some 
goods  on  board  her,  and  asked  him  what  I  should  do  with  them?  He  stated  to  me  that  they  were  there 
for  safe  keeping,  and  that  I  would  deliver  them  over  to  the  Canton  as  soon  as  I  fell  in  with  her.   This  was 
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in  the  port  of  Callao,  on  or  about  the  26th  September,  1822.  There  were  eight  or  nine  bales  of  dry  goods, 
1  presume.  They  were  delivered  to  the  Canton  off  the  port  of  Quilca.  1  saw  Captain  O'SulIivan,  and 
directed  him  to  send  for  them,  which  was  done.  They  were  delivered,  I  think,  some  time  in  the  month  of 
October  following.  The  Peruviano  belonged  to  Commodore  Stewart;  she  was  officered  and  manned  from 
the  Franklin.  She  was  not  subjected  to  the  payment  of  duties  as  a  private  vessel,  but  was  treated  as  a 
public  vessel,  during  the  time  that  I  commanded  her.  I  sailed  from  Quilca  on  or  about  the  26th  of  July, 
1822,  in  the  Waterwitch,  for  the  port  of  Guayaquil,  under  the  orders  of  that  date.  (Read,  annexed  and 
marked  3. )  1  joined  company  with  the  Franklin  somewhere  about  the  2d  of  September,  in  tlie  harbor  of 
Callao.  Shortly  after  the  Constellation  sailed,  while  at  Valparaiso,  an  American  brig  called  the  Pearl 
arrived  in  that  harbor;  I  went  on  board  her  in  company  with  Mr.  Girold,  a  merchant  of  that  place,  at  his 
instance.  While  on  board  I  ascertained  that  they  had  the  frames  of  three  schooners,  with  all  the  mate- 
rials necessary  for  building,  equipping  and  sailing  them.  These,  the  captain  of  the  Pearl  informed  me, 
were  intended  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  I  inquired  whether  he  would  sell  any  or  all  of  them,  to  which  he 
replied  that  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind,  but  his  then  impression  was  that  he  should  prefer  carrying  them 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  for  which  place  they  were  originally  designed.  I  returned  on  board  the  Frank- 
lin. This  was  sometime  after  sundown.  Tlie  next  morning  I  informed  Gapt.  Stewart  of  the  circum- 
stance. He  then  observed  that  one  of  these  vessels  would  be  very  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  duties  which  were  required  of  the  squadron.  The  commodore  directed  me  to  inquire  what  would  be 
taken  for  one  of  them.  The  captain  of  the  Pearl  told  me  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say,  as  he  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  to  sell  them.  After  some  conversation  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  commodore  should 
build  the  three  vessels;  should  deliver  two  of  them  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  pay  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  retain  the  third.  In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  the  agreement  to  the  foregoing  effect  was  concluded. 
The  frames  and  materials,  all  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  put  on  board  the  Franklin,  and  on  our  arrival  at 
Arica  the  materials  for  one  of  them  were  landed  on  an  island.  She  was  buih  there  and  named  the 
Waterwitch;  she  was  immediataly  put  under  my  command;  she  was  towed  down  to  Quilca,  astern  of 
the  Franklin;  during  the  passage  down,  I  superintended  the  finishing  of  her;  on  our  arrival  at  Quilca, 
the  frame  of  the  Peruviano  was  landed;  she  was  built  and  launched  in  the  cove  there;  I  also  superin- 
tended the  building  of  her  until  she  was  launched,  which  was  a  few  days  previous  to  my  receiving  the 
instructions  under  which,  as  before  stated,  I  proceeded  to  Guayaquil.  Some  of  the  articles  employed 
about  these  vessels  were,  as  I  understood,  borrowed  from  the  Franklin,  which  were  afterwards  purchased 
by  Mr.  Hogan,  and  returned  to  the  ship.  The  Waterwitch  had  some  muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses 
taken  from  the  Franklin.  The  Peruviano  had  a  gunnade,  I  think  a  twelve-pounder,  and  a  small  swivel, 
which  was  presented  to  me  by  a  friend,  which  I  placed  on  the  bows;  she  also  had  muskets,  pistols,  and 
cutlasses,  and  a  small  arm-chest.  The  articles  I  have  spoken  of  on  board  the  Waterwitch  were,  I  think, 
left  on  board  when  she  was  transferred  by  me  to  Midshipman  Wilkes  when  he  succeeded  me.  The 
armament  of  the  Peruviano  was  returned  to  the  Franklin  when  I  delivered  that  vessel  to  Mr.  Nixon,  to 
whom  she  was  sold.  I  think  I  understood,  from  a  conversation  between  Commodore  Stewart  and 
Commodore  Hull,  that  the  Peruviano  was  sold  for  $4,000  or  $4,500.  I  understood  that  both  the  other 
schooners  were  delivered  to  the  captain  of  the  Pearl,  or  to  persons  authorized  by  him  to  receive 
them;  1  understood  that  Mr.  Hogan  returned  the  articles  that  I  have  mentioned  as  borrowed  from  the 
Franklin  from  the  commodore's  private  account;  I  made  the  application  to  Mr.  Hogan  to  charge  them  in 
this  way,  by  direction  of  Commodore  Stewart.  The  two  schooners  were  built  by  the  carpenters  and  crew 
of  the  Franklin.  Previous  to  Commodore  Stewart's  ordering  them  to  be  built  he  called  the  carpenter's 
mate  and  stated  to  him  that  if  he  would  build  them  quick  and  get  them  launched,  he  would,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  he  would  allow  him,  make  him  a  present  of  one  hundred  dollars.  I  understood  that  they  were 
to  be  paid  for  their  labor  independently  of  their  pay  as  attached  to  the  ship,  besides  the  hundred  dollars; 
whether  they  did  receive  it,  or  from  whom,  I  cannot  say.  I  know  nothing  as  to  the  purser  sending  clothing 
or  other  articles  from  his  stores  on  shore.  I  never  knew  the  officers  of  the  Franklin,  during  the  period 
that  I  was  in  her,  to  be  unable  to  procure  from  the  purser  such  articles  as  they  stood  in  need  of.  I  know 
nothing  of  any  musket  cartridges,  or  other  military  stores,  being  sent  on  board  the  Canton  from  the 
Pranklm,  nor  of  any  articles  of  any  other  character  belonging  to  the  Franklin.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
trade  in  military  stores,  or  contraband  articles,  being  carried  on  by  the  Canton,  Pearl,  Sarah,  or  Telegraph, 
while  in  company  with  the  Franklin.  I  was  asked,  by  some  one  at  Arica,  whether  either  the  Canton  or 
the  Pearl  had  landed  arms.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know,  and  immediately  went  on  board  and  repeated 
to  Commodore  Stewart  what  had  passed.  The  commodore  immediately  directed  Lieutenants  Hunter  and 
Hannuersly  to  go  on  board  the  Pearl  with  some  instructions  in  relation  to  the  arms,  but  what  I  know 
not.  At  the  tune  of  the  correspondence  between  .Captain  Prunier  of  the  Belgrano  and  Commodore 
Stewart,  in  relation  to  the  Canton,  I  was  principally  on  shore  and  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstances. 
On  our  first  arrival  at  Quilca,  I  went  in  charge  of  the  boats  of  the  Franklin  on  shore,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  off  some  specie,  plata  pina,  &c.,  belonging  to  Captain  Smith.  In  the  morning,  previous  to  the 
first  night  that  I  went  after  this  money,  I  was  requested,  by  Captain  Smith,  to  accompany  him  to  the  Bay 
of  Aranta,  about  three  leagues  to  the  southward  of  the  port  of  Quilca.  On  my  arrival  there,  I  found  a 
colonel  in  the  royal  army,  who  was  doing  duty  in  the  custom  house  in  the  port  of  Quilca.  He  stated  to 
me  that  that  was  the  place  where  the  mules  would  arrive  with  the  specie.  That  evening  I  went  up  in 
company  with  Captain  Smith.  After  waiting  one  hour  or  two,  a  caravan  of  about  sixty  or  seventy 
mules  arrived;  they  had  the  specie,  plata  "pina,  &c.,  with  them.  This  was  delivered  to  me  by 
a  sergeant  doing  duty  in  the  custom  house,  and  one  whom  I  understood  was  particularly  employed 
for  tlie  purpose  of  preventing  smuggling.  After  I  took  it  on  board  the  boats  I  proceeded  on  board 
the  Franklin.  I  went  three  times,  twice  to  the  Bay  of  Aranta,  once  to  the  northward  of  Quilca; 
each  time  the  monej'  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  sergeant.  On  each,  occasion  it  was  taken  ou 
board  the  boats  at  night.  I  went  also  once  with  Captain  O'SulIivan,  while  in  the  port  of  Arica; 
we  went  on  shore  after  tea  in  the  evening.  I  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  governor  or  sub-delegate, 
who  informed  me  there  was  some  money  coming  down  from  the  interior  for  Captain  O'SulIivan. 
After  waiting  some  two  or  three  hours  in  his  house,  taking  some  refreshments,  the  money  arrived; 
he  went  in  person  and  directed  it  to  be  put  on  board  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Canton;  this  also  was  after 
night.  I  then  went  on  board  the  Franklin.  These  were  the  only  instances  in  which  I  had  anything  to 
do  with  currying  specie  on  board  the  Franklin.  It  was  in  each  instance  a  voluntary  act  of  my  own, 
■without  any  orders  from  the  commodore.  I  was  engaged  on  shore  in  the  building  or  equipping  the  two 
schooners,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Franklin.     The  customary  amount  paid  on  the  deposit  of  money 
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on  board  our  ships-of-war  in  that  quarter  was  one  per  cent,  and  for  freight  two  and  a  half.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  paid  on  the  particular  occasions  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  knew  nothing  of  an  individual 
named  Madrid  being  on  board  the  Franklin  until  it  was  mentioned  to  me  some  months  after  by  Lieutenant 
Hammersley,  as  a  circumstance  that  had  taken  place.  I  saw  the  director  of  the  mint  on  board  in  company 
with  an  American  gentleman  who  lived  at  the  time  in  Callao,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect;  it  was  in  the 
harbor  of  Callao.  He  merely  came  on  board;  was  on  the  spar  deck;  did  not  go  below,  and  remained 
but  a  short  time.  I  did  not  understand  that  he  was  obnoxious  to  capture  or  punishment  by  the  authorities 
on  shore.  It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  that  he  was  on  board.  There  was  no  appearance  of 
concealment  or  secrecy.  He  appeared  to  have  no  business  of  his  own,  but  to  be  merely  a  companion  of 
the  gentleman  with  whom  he  was.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  seen  him  on  board,  except  on  that 
single  occasion.  On  my  return  from  Panama  to  Callao,  some  time  in  the  month  of  March,  1823,  1  was 
directed  by  Commodore  Stewart  to  remain  there  ten  days,  by  the  orders  read  (annexed  to  the  record  and 
marked  4).  When  the  ten  days  had  nearly  expired,  I  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Frevost  (read, 
annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  5),  enclosing  one  to  him  from  the  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  rela- 
tions of  Peru  (read,  annexed,  and  marked  6).  This  note  was  handed  to  me  by  Captain  Connor,  of  the 
Dolphin,  to  whom  I  replied  that  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  disobey  the  orders  I  had  received  from  Com- 
modore Stewart,  particularly  as  the  terms  required  were  so  dishonorable  to  an  American  and  a  neutral 
officer  (alluding  to  the  requiring  my  pledge  of  honor).  After  some  conversation  on  the  subject  with  Cap- 
tain Connor,  he  being  the  senior  officer,  it  was  determined  I  should  remain,  and  he  wrote  an  answer  to 
Judge  Prevost  (of  which  a  copy  was  read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  7).  I  believe  he  also  had 
received  a  note  from  Mr.  Prevost,  of  the  same  tenor  with  mine.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anj'  military 
expedition  sailing  from  Callao  about  the  months  of  May,  June  or  July,  1822.  I  think  the  first  that 
occurred  was  the  one  in  March,  1823.  During  the  whole  period  of  the  cruise  of  the  Franklin,  from  the 
first  sailing  of  the  ship  until  I  quit  her,  when  th  ■  weather  would  permit  it,  more  or  less  of  the  divisions 
of  the  ship,  and  sometimes  at  general  quarters,  were  exercised.  So  far  as  related  to  my  own  division, 
the  guns  were  always  in  good  order,  and  I  never  heard  any  complaint  that  the  others  were  not.  The 
schooners,  while  under  my  command,  were  particularly  employed  in  carrying  dispatches,  and  other  pub- 
lic services  connected  with  the  squadron,  and  upon  no  other  duties  whatever.  My  instructions  were 
sometimes  in  writing,  sometimes  verbal;  on  one  occasion  1  carried  Lieutenant  Mayo  from  Valparaiso  to 
Panama,  some  time  in  January,  1824.  Commodore  Stewart  handed  me  a  letter  fur  Captain  Connor;  we 
were  at  Quilca;  Captain  Connor  was  at  Callao.  This  letter,  with  the  permission  of  the  commodore,  I  read 
before  it  was  sealed;  it  was  an  order  for  him  to  proceed  immediately  ofl'  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intercepting  the  Spanish  brig  called  Quintanilla,  or  any  of  the  prizes  that  he  might  make  and 
send  in.  According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  applied  to  American  vessels.  Some  few  days  after 
sailing  from  Quilca  I  fell  in  with  the  American  schooner  the  Adonis,  of  Baltimore,  from  Callao,  which 
vessel  had  been  captured  some  ten  or  twelve  days  previous  hj  the  Quintanilla.  I  spoke  her;  sent  an 
officer  on  board,  who  found  a  prize  master  on  board  belonging  to  the  Quintanilla.  The  captain  of  the 
Adonis  and  the  supercargo,  and,  I  believe,  a  passenger,  an  American,  by  the  name  of  Crosby,  came  on 
board  my  vessel;  they  informed  me  they  had  been  captured  some  ten  or  twelve  days  previous,  and  robbed 
of  about  $2,000  wortli  of  property.  When  I  asked  them  for  the  papers,  he  informed  me  that  a  number 
of  them  had  been  destroyed  by  this  pirate,  as  he  termed  him.  Having  satisfied  myself  as  well  as  I  could 
that  the  property  was  American,  I  requested  Captain  Gibbs,  an  American  citizen,  who  was  a  passenger 
with  me,  and  whose  vessel  was  employed  by  Commodore  Stewart,  to  take  charge  of  the  Adonis,  and  carry 
her  into  the  port  of  Quilca,  where  I  had  left  Commodore  Stewart  with  the  Franklin,  and  to  deliver  over 
the  vessel  to  him,  with  the  papers  of  the  vessel.  The  Quintanilla  was,  as  I  understood,  a  i-egularly  com- 
missioned royalist  vessel,  but  in  consequence  of  her  piratical  conduct  was  esteemed  a  pirate.  Captain 
Gibbs  commanded  the  Amanda,  a  schooner  from  Baltimore;  she  was  manned  and  armed  from  the  Franklin, 
and  was,  I  believe,  sent  off  the  Island  of  Chiloe  on  the  same  business,  and  had  previously,  as  I  under- 
stood, been  in  pursuit  of  the  Quintanilla.  The  Amanda  was  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Hammersly. 
The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  Augud  20,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the 
court,  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart.  The  examination  of  lieutenant  Henry  Henry  was 
resumed: 

I  have  the  log-book  of  the  Peruviano,  but  that  of  the  Waterwitch  was  left  on  board  the  vessel  when 
she  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Wilkes.  On  the  26th  September,  1822,  I  resumed  the  command  of  the  Peru- 
viano, in  the  harbor  of  Callao;  I  was  left  there  till  the  8th  of  October,  under  orders  from  Commodore 
Stewart  to  wait  upon  the  minister  of  state,  to  receive  any  communication  he  might  have  to  make  to  the 
commodore,  in  reply  to  a  communication  from  the  latter.  I  sailed  on  the  8th  October,  having  waited  on 
the  secretary,  who  had  no  communication  to  make.  I  sailed  for  Quilca,  to  rejoin  the  commodore,  and 
arrived  at  Quilca  on  the  27tii  of  that  month,  and  rejoined  him  there.  On  the  passage  down  I  discovered 
the  Franklin  ofl' the  port  of  Molliendo;  passed  by  Quilca,  spoke  him,  received  on  board  Lieut.  Hammersly 
and  Captain  Smith,  whom  I  landed  at  Molliendo,  and  proceeded  to  Quilca.  I  sailed  from  Quilca  on  the 
5th  November  for  Valparaiso,  having  remained  in  Quilca  in  the  interim,  laying  alongside  of  the  Franklin, 
waiting  further  orders.  No  specie,  goods,  or  persons  were  received  on  board;  I  may,  perhaps,  on  reflec- 
tion, have  carried  specie,  but  I  have  no  recollection  whether  I  did  or  not.  When  I  sailed  I  left  the 
Franklin  there.  The  object  of  my  visit  to  Valparaiso  was  to  get  some  provisions  in  readiness  for  the 
Franklin,  and  I  carried  a  letter  from  Commodore  Stewart  to  Mr.  Hogan  to  that  effect.  I  arrived  at 
Valparaiso  on  the  29th  November,  not  having  touched  at  any  place  on  the  passage.  On  the  29th 
December  the  Franklin  arrived.  Understanding  she  was  in  sight  I  got  my  vessel  under  way,  stood  out 
to  meet  her  and  returned  into  harbor  in  company  with  her.  I  remained  in  Valparaiso  until  the  12th 
January.  No  goods,  specie  or  passengers  were  taken  on  board  in  that  port.  About  midnight  of  the 
12th  I  got  under  way,  under  the  instructions  yesterday  submitted  to  the  court,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
Lieutenant  Mayo  to  Panama,  with  orders  to  touch  at  Callao.  January  25th  I  arrived  at  Callao;  on  the 
following  day  I  sailed  for  Panama.  On  the  17tli  February  I  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Panama,  landed 
Lieutenant  Mayo,  the  bearer  of  dispatches,  who  proceeded  on  his  way  immediately,  having  obtained  a 
passport  from  Bolivar  on  a  previous  visit  to  Guayaquil  in  the  Waterwitch.  I  took  on  board  the  necessary 
wood  and  water,  and  on  the  22d  February  sailed  for  Callao,  where  I  arrived  on  the  19th  March  following. 
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In  compliance  with  my  instructions,  and  by  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Conner,  as  mentioned  yesterday,  I 
remained  until  the  3d  April.  Understanding  at  Callao  that  the  commodore  was  at  Quilca,  I  sailed  for 
that  port,  at  which  place  I  arrived  on  the  15th  April,  and  there  found  the  Franklin;  it  being  a  perfect 
calm,  I  left  the  vessel  at  the  distance  of  about  forty  miles  and  proceeded  in  my  boat  on  board  the  Frank- 
lin, then  at  Quilca.  On  the  morning-  of  the  ITth  the  Peruviano  got  in,  being  towed  in  by  the  boats  of 
the  Franklin;  the  calm  continuing,  I  remained  at  Quilca  till  the  24th  April,  waiting  further  orders.  I 
think  I  there  received  on  board  Captain  Parsons,  of  the  American  brig  Thetis,  and  some  specie,  for 
Valparaiso,  and  sailed  on  the  24th,  under  the  orders  of  the  22d  (read,  annexed  and  marked  7),  for  Val- 
paraiso. On  the  16th  May  I  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  and  on  my  arrival  found  the  letter  of  March  23d 
(read,  annexed  and  marked  8),  which  had  been  left  by  the  commodore  while  I  was  gone  to  Panama,  and 
which  I  had  of  course  not  received  earlier  in  consequence  of  my  stopping  at  Quilca.  On  the  28th  May  I 
left  Valparaiso,  having  taken  on  board  neither  passengers,  goods  nor  specie,  and  arrived  off  the  port  of 
Molliendo,  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  Quilca.  I  stopped  there,  being  carried  in  by  the  current; 
landed  to  inquire  whether  the  Franklin  was  on  the  coast.  On  the  13th  June  I  sailed  from  Molliendo  for 
Callao,  where  I  arrived  on  the  llth,  and  found  the  Franklin.  I  remained  at  that  port  until  the  5th 
August,  when  I  sailed  for  Valparaiso  under  orders  of  the  4th  (read,  annexed  and  marked  9).  While  at 
Callao  I  received  on  board  Lieutenant  Nixon  of  the  navy,  then  on  furlough,  and  then  doing  business  as 
a  merchant,  and  a  Mr.  Didier  of  Baltimore,  supercargo  of  the  American  ship,  the  Arminices,  of  that  port, 
together  with  some  specie  and  plata  pina  belonging  to  them.  On  the  22d  August  arrived  in  the  harbor 
of  the  Island  of  St.  Juan  Fernandez,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  wood.  On  the  24th  got  under 
way  for  Valparaiso,  in  which  port  I  anchored  on  the  27th.  I  had  also  on  board  at  this  time  some 
plata  pina,  brought  from  Quilca,  belonging  to  an  English  house,  which,  as  I  was  about  sailing,  was 
put  on  board  a  French  sloop-of-war  in  Valparaiso,  and  some  belonging  to  an  English  ....  put 
on  board  the  British  frigate,  Aurora,  at  Callao.  I  remained  there  (Valparaiso)  until  December 
13th,  awaiting  the  Franklin,  which  vessel  arrived  on  the  22d  September,  and  after  that  time 
awaiting  further  orders.  I  landed  at  that  place  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  mentioned.  They  made  a 
disposition  of  the  specie;  I  think  part  of  it  to  a  German  ship  bound  to  India.  It  however  was  all  taken 
out  of  my  vessel.  December  10th,  the  Franklin  got  under  way.  I  was  dining  with  Commodore  Stewart 
on  that  day  when  he  received  information  that  the  Quintanilla,  the  piratical  vessel  spoken  of  yesterday, 
had  captured  an  English  Indiaman,  with  a  very  considerable  amount  of  specie,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  the 
American  consul  of  Coquimbo.  He,  in  consequence,  got  under  way,  and  stated  he  would  go  to  Coquimbo, 
and  cruise  oif  there  until  I  joined  him.  He  left  me  to  receive  some  accounts,  which  were  imsettled, 
relating  to  the  Franklin,  from  Mr.  Hogan,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Coquimbo.  He  sailed  on  the  evening  of 
the  10th.  On  the  13th  I  got  under  way,  taking  on  board  Mr.  Girald,  an  American  merchant.  On  the 
14th,  fell  in  with  the  Franklin  off  Coquimbo.  Mr.  Girald  here  left  me  and  went  on  board  the  Franklin. 
On  the  17th  both  vessels  got  under  way.  I  stood  out  to  sea  with  her,  and  immediately  returned  to  the 
harbor  of  Coquimbo  and  anchored;  continued  there  until  the  29th,  when  I  sailed  for  Valparaiso,  having 
on  board  Mr.  McCall,  of  Philadelphia,  to  whom  I  had  given  a  passage.  Arrived  at  Valparaiso  the  4th 
January,  1824.  I  was  there  until  verbal  instructions  were  received  from  Commodore  Stewart  at  Coquimbo. 
The  purport  of  them  was  to  remain  at  Valparaiso  until  the  arrival  of  the  mail  from  Buenos  Ayres  across 
the  Cordilleras,  by  which  he  expected  letters  from  the  United  States.  There  was,  however,  but  one, 
which  was  for  Lieutenant  Ogden;  and  I  received  or  heard  of  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
announcing  his  restoration  to  unlimited  power.  We  sailed  January  the  13th,  and  on  the  22d  arrived  at 
Quilca,  where  I  found  the  Franklin.  On  the  24th,  got  under  way  for  Callao,  with  verbal  instructions  to 
take  the  letter  to  Captain  Conner  which  was  given  in  evidence  yesterday.  On  the  26th,  I  recaptured  the 
American  schooner  mentioned  in  my  testimony  yesterday.  On  the  30th,  I  arrived  at  Callao.  On  the  31st 
the  Dolphin  went  to  sea.  On  the  2d  February  I  got  under  way,  and,  from  an  accident,  had  to  return. 
Having  repaired  it,  sailed  the  next  evening  for  Quilca,  where  I  had  been  directed  by  the  Commodore  to 
meet  him,  and  arrived  on  the  17th  Februarj'.  I  there  found  a  letter  which  was  delivered  to  me  (read, 
annexed,  and  marked  10).  I  had  on  board,  on  my  passage  from  Quilca  to  Callao,  Captain  Gibbs,  of  the 
American  schooner  the  Amanda,  and  Captain  Williams,  of  the  American  ship  tlie  Arab;  the  latter  of 
whom  returned  with  me  to  Quilca.  In  consequence  of  being  short  of  water  I  anchored  at  Quilca,  and 
endeavored  to  procure  some  from  the  Arab,  but  without  success.  The  reasons  for  the  commodore's  order 
I  heard.  Mr.  Girald  came  oif  from  the  shore,  bringing  me  a  dispatch  from  the  vice-King  for  Commodore 
Stewart.  He  accompanied  me  afterwards  to  Valparaiso.  He  brought  off  some  fruit,  vegetables  and 
specie  belonging  to  himself.  I  understood  from  him  that  there  had  been  some  difficulty  between  Commo- 
dore Stewart  and  the  government  there,  in  consequence  of  his  threatening  to  capture  the  Quintanilla.  I 
sailed  on  the  18th  February  for  Valparaiso.  On  the  morning  of  March  6th,  I  arrived  there  and  found  the 
Franklin.  On  the  15th,  the  Franklin  got  under  way,  I  believe,  for  Lima.  On  the  27th  the  frigate  United 
States,  Commodore  Hull,  arrived.  On  the  25th,  the  Dolphin  had  arrived,  and,  on  the  26th,  the  Amanda, 
in  charge  of  Lieut.  Hammersly.  I  delivered  to  each  of  the  officers  the  orders  and  communications  left 
with  me  for  them,  referred  to  in  the  orders  of  March  15th  (read,  aimexed,  and  marked  11).  In  conse- 
quence of  my  indisposition,  and  at  my  request.  Commodore  Hull  placed  his  letters  and  dispatches  on 
board  the  Dolphin  and  ordered  her  down.  On  the  4th  May  I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the  United 
States,  for  Callao,  and  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  12tli.  Being  extremely  unwell,  I  quit  the  Peruviano 
and  went  on  board  the  Franklin,  where  I  remained.  She  was  afterwards  sold  to  Mr.  Nixon,  to  whom  she 
was  delivered  as  stated  yesterday.  I  do  not  know  myself  of  any  instances  in  which  convoy  was 
refused  to  American  vessels;  I  never  did  it  myself  with  or  without  orders.  The  ports  of  the  Inter- 
medios  are  very  insignificant  places — the  principal  one  is  Arica.  In  consequence  of  the  great 
distance  from  Arequipa  to  Arica,  Quilca  was  made  the  port  of  entry,  being  much  nearer.  At 
Quilca  there  is  a  little  cove;  no  port  or  harbor;  the  same  at  Molliendo,  except  for  very  small 
vessels.  At  Arica,  vessels  are  obliged  to  anchor  in  the  roadstead;  and  at  the  other  places  on  the 
coast;  neither  of  them  are  places  of  business  or  commerce,  further  than  that  of  the  vessels  which 
go  there  to  load  their  cargoes;  there  are  no  resident  merchants  there.  Arequipa  is  a  place  of  from 
80,000  to  90,000  inhabitants,  as  I  have  understood.  There  was  no  town  or  house  at  the  Bay  of  Aranta. 
There  is  but  one  house  at  the  port  of  Quilca,  occupied  as  a  warehouse  and  by  the  custom  house  officers. 
I  understood  from  the  colonel,  who  pointed  out  the  place  where  the  specie  was  to  be  received,  at  Aranta, 
that  he  had  received  information  of  its  having  left  a  small  town,  (Legais,  I  think,)  between  Arequipa 
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and  the  coast,  and  from  the  time  it  had  left  there  he  expected  its  arrival  about  the  time  he  mentioned  it 
would  be  there.  At  this  place  the  English  man-of-war  brig-  Alacrity,  on  another  occasion,  took  oif  a  very 
large  sum.  There  was  no  permit  or  other  document  from  the  custom  house  officers,  that  I  know  of,  relating 
to  this  money.  When  it  was  taken  on  board  the  Franklin,  Commodore  Stewart  was  there  to  receive  it, 
and  I  made  no  report  to  him  on  the  subject.  Commodore  Stewart  signed  receipts  for  all  moneys  received 
on  board  on  deposit,  and  bills  of  lading  for  all  received  on  freight,  and  was  considered  as  equally  respou- 
sible  in  either  case.  That  responsibility  is,  to  deliver  the  amount  of  money  for  which  he  signs  receipts 
or  bills  of  lading.  The  responsibility  rests  with  the  officer  who  signs  the  receipt  or  bill  of  lading,  and 
upon  no  one  else.  The  money  received  for  the  deposit,  or  freight  of  specie,  &c.,  on  board  the  schooners, 
while  under  ray  command,  was  paid  to  me.  Some  time  after  I  was  thus  in  command,  I  recollect  going  to 
Commodore  Stewart,  on  board  the  Franklin,  and  stating  to  him  that  I  had  at  that  time  some  money,  thus 
received,  and  asking  him  what  was  to  be  done  with  it,  not  knowing  what  portion  I  was  to  pay  over  to 
him  as  commander-in-chief.  He  replied,  you  have  taken  all  the  responsibility,  and  are  consequently  enti- 
tled to  all  the  emolument.  He  stated  that  the  object  for  which  that  vessel  was  employed  was  not  to 
make  money;  and,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  his  expressions,  added,  she  was  to  be  employed  wholly  and 
exclusively  for  the  public  service,  and  for  the  vessels  under  his  command.  This  transportation  of  specie, 
and  the  deposit  on  board  public  vessels-of-war,  is  absolutely  indispensable.  There  was  no  security  for  it 
on  shore,  under  either  of  the  governments. 

Examined  on  the  part  of  Captain  Stewart: 

Quedion.  During  the  period  the  Peruviano  was  in  the  service  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
was  she  in  any  other  service  or  employment? 

Answer.  She  was  in  no  other. 

Ques.  What  was  her  tonnage? 

Ans.  About  forty  tons,  I  think. 

Ques.  Was  she  provided  with  sweeps? 

Ans.  I  had  two. 

Ques.  Were  you  allowed  any  extra  pay  as  her  commander? 

Ans.  On  my  arrival  in  the  United  States,  I  had  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
that  subject,  in  which  I  signified  to  him  that  I  thought  myself  entitled  to  the  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandant. He  directed  me  to  make  out  my  account,  which  I  did,  and  gave  it  to  the  Auditor;  the  extra 
pay  claimed  was  $387.83;  the  Auditor,  after  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary,  said  that  it  was  necessary 
that  Commodore  Stewart  should  certify  the  manner  in  which  the  vessel  was  employed.  I  transmitted  the 
account  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  requisite  certificate;  without  waiting  for  an  answer  I 
returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  saw  the  commodore,  and  had  a  conversation  relative  to  what  had 
passed  between  the  Secretary  and  myself.  He  put  a  certificate  on  the  account,  of  which  I  have  a  copy 
(read,  annexed  and  marked  12).  I  enclosed  the  account,  with  the  certificate,  to  the  Secretary,  and  received 
from  him  the  answer  (read,  annexed  and  marked  13).  I  then  transmitted  all  the  orders  I  had  received 
from  Commodore  Stewart,  while  in  command,  which  I  stated  would  give  him  full  information  of  the  duties 
which  I  had  performed,  and  received  from  him  the  answer  (read  annexed  and  marked  14). 

Ques.  What  was  the  value  of  the  American  schooner  and  her  cargo  recaptured  by  you?  Did  you 
ask  or  receive  any  salvage? 

Ans.  She  was  stated  by  the  supercargo  to  be  worth  about  $60,000.  I  neither  asked  nor  received 
any  salvage. 

Ques.  Do  you  believe  a  dispatch  boat  could  have  been  hired  to  go  from  Valparaiso  to  Panama?  and 
if  so,  what  would  have  been  the  probable  expense? 

Ans.  I  suppose  from  $1,500  to  $2,000.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  could  have  been  procured  at  the 
time.  The  commodore  paid  $1,200  per  month,  for  the  Amanda,  and  in  general  the  time  occupied  would 
be  from  sixty  to  eighty  days,  taking  the  course  which  my  orders  required  of  me.  The  passage  I  had  was 
an  unusually  quick  one. 

Ques.  Was  it  a  convenience  and  saving  of  expense  to  employ  the  Peruviano  in  the  business  of  pro- 
viding and  preparing  provisions  for  the  Franklin? 

Ans.  It  was  a  very  considerable  saving  to  the  government. 

Ques.  Was  the  flag  hoisted  at  the  fore  of  the  Canton,  off"  St.  Juan  Fernandez,  a  private  signal  to  any 
one  on  board  the  Franklin,  whereby  any  information  was  understood  to  be  conveyed,  or  was  the  flag  the 
distinguishing  flag  of  the  Canton  and  the  house  to  whom  she  belonged  in  New  York? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know. 

Ques.  Where  was  the  Thetis  at  the  time  Captain  Parsons  went  with  you  to  Valparaiso? 

Ans.  I  believe  she  had  been  captured  by  one  of  the  patriot  cruisers  at  Quilca,  previous  to  my  arrival 
there,  and  sent  to  Callao. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  I  refused  a  passage  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
when  any  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  was  proceeding  from  one  port  to  another? 

Ans.  None. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  foreigners,  of  any  nation,  asked  such  passage?  if  yea, 
state  if  in  any  and  in  what  instances  it  was  granted. 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Ques.  What  directions  or  instructions  did  you  receive  in  relation  to  receiving  specie,  or  bullion,  on 
board  your  vessel? 

Ans.  The  .orders  which  Commodore  Stewart  gave  me,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  were  to  receive 
none  but  such  as  was  neutral  property,  and  to  do  no  act  which  was  likely  to  compromit  our  neutral 
character. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Were  not  the  vessels-of-war  of  the  different  European  nations,  on  the  coast  of 
Peru  and  Chili,  employed  in  receiving  on  board  and  transporting  specie  and  other  valuables? 

.4ns.  Yes;  it  was  customary. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

MoxnAY,  Augud  22,  1825. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.     Present:   all  the  members  of  the  court 
(with  the  exception  of  Captain  Brown),  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart.     A  communication  was 


1826.]  PKOCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS- MARTIAL.  499 

received  from  Captain  Brown,  stating-  tliat  he  was  prevented,  by  indisposition,  from  attending  the  court 
this  day. 

Peter  Birch,  a  witness,  (produced  at  this  particular  stage  by  consent,)  being  duly  sworn,  according 
to  law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  the  steward  of  the  Franklin,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Stewart,  during  her 
late  cruise  in  the  Pacific? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Ques.  Do  you  recollect  that,  at  Callao,  a  man  named  Madrid  came  on  board  the  Franklin?  relate  all 
you  know  of  that  transaction. 

Ans.  I  do.  Mrs.  Stewart  sent  for  me  in  the  cabin;  told  me  to  take  care  of  that  man,  (he  was  there 
lit  the  time,)  and  give  him  to  eat,  and  not  to  let  him  suffer  for  anything  to  eat  or  drink,  because  he  was  a 
poor  man.  I  made  him  work,  cleaning  knives  and  candlesticks,  and  when  we  went  to  Quilca  he  requested 
two  or  three  times,  to  go  on  shore;  I  told  him  the  first  boat  that  came  to  the  ship,  merchant  boat,  that  I 
knew,  that  I  would  try  to  get  him  on  shore.  The  next  day  a  boat  came  on  board  from  one  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels.  I  went  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  told  her  the  man  in  the  pantrj^  wanted  to  go  on  shore.  She 
told  me  to  do  what  I  coyld  for  him;  to  send  him  as  I  could.  He  had  no  clothes  to  put  on  but  a  pair  of 
old  trowsera;  I  gave  him  ar-jacket  and  trowsers  of  my  own,  and  two  or  three  of  my  old  shirts.  I  then 
went  on  deck  to  try  and  get  him. in  the  boat.  I  knew  he  was  kept  secret  from  the  commodore.  I  saw 
the  commodore  walking  the  decks,  and  then  I  told  him  he  must  go  through  the  port.  I  never  saw  him 
again  till  I  saw  him  on  board  the  ship  when  we  went  to  Callao,  about  a  year  after.  When  I  saw  him 
afterwards,  he  had  on  a  coat  with  gold  lace;  no  epaulettes.  He  came  on  board  with  the  captain  of 
the  harbor;  he  never  spoke  to  me,  nor  I  to  him.  When  he  first  came  on  board,  it  was,  I  think,  in 
the  evening,  before  dark.  The  vessel  was  under  way.  The  commodore  was  on  deck.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  came  on  board.  He  was  kept  the  whole  time  in  my  pantry.  The  door  was  some- 
times open,  and  sometimes  shut.  In  going  out  of  the  commodore's  cabin,  a'  part  of  the  inside  of 
my  pantry  could  be  seen — part  could  not.  Mrs.  Stewart  told  me  not  to  let  any  one  know  he  was  there, 
particularly  the  commodore.  A  great  many  of  the  officers  and  men  knew  he  was  there.  I  knew  he 
went  out  of  the  port  and  got  into  a  merchant  boat.  Nobody  was  with  him  but  the  captain  of  the  port 
when  he  came  on  board  afterwards.  At  that  time  Callao  was  in  the  possession  of  the  royalists.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  Commodore  Stewart  did  not  know  of  Madrid  being  on  board  while  he 
was  there.  I  never  received  from  the  commodore  any  directions  in  relation  to  him,  nor  did  I  ever  state 
to  any  one  that  I  did.  I  never  saw  him  in  the  cabin  after  the  first  time  when  he  had  the  letter  which  he 
read  to  Mrs.  Stewart.  About  ten  or  twelve  months  after,  at  Valparaiso,  Commodore  Stewart  sent  for 
me;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  had  such  a  man  in  the  pantry.  I  told  him  that  Mrs.  Stewart  had  directed 
me  to  keep  him  in  the  pantry;  he  jawed  me,  and  asked  why  I  did  not  manifest  it  to  him.  I  told  him 
what  Mrs.  Stewart  had  said — that  plenty  of  the  officers  knew  it,  and  I  had  no  business  to  tell  him.  He 
threatened  to  send  me  ashore  if  I  ever  did  such  a  thing  again.  I  gave  him  the  clothes  of  my  own 
accord.     He  did  his  work  pretty  clean. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  When  Commodore  Stewart  spoke  to  you  about  Madrid,  was  he  not  very 
angry,  and  did  he  not  threaten  to  hang  you  at  the  yard-arm  if  you  ever  concealed  any  one  on  board  again? 

Ans.  He  said  I  deserved  to  be  hung. 

Thomas  S.  Hammersly,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness  produced  by  the 
judge  advocate,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  I  commenced  the  cruise  on  board 
the  Franklin  as  the  third  lieutenant,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Weaver,  and  continued  on  board  during  the 
whole  cruise,  with  the  exception  of  three  months  that  I  was  on  a  separate  command.  By  some  changes 
that  occurred  I  became  second  lieutenant,  and  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Hunter  acted  as  first.  We 
fell  in  with  the  Canton  at  St.  Juan  Fernandez.  We  sailed  from  there  together;  soon  after  separated,  and 
entered  the  port  of  Valparaiso  together.  I  do  not  know  what  cargo  she  had,  or  whom  she  belonged  to, 
or  who  were  interested  in  her  cargo,  nor  what  was  her  ultimate  port  of  destination.  We  arrived  at 
Valparaiso,  I  think,  in  February,  and  sailed  in  May.  I  believe  there  were  articles  received  on  board  the 
Franklin  from  the  Canton;  there  was  wine  and  canvas.  I  do  not  remember  any  others.  I  do  not  know 
how  much  of  each.  The  Canton  landed  part  of  her  cargo  at  Valparaiso.  I  do  not  know  of  what  it  con- 
sisted. After  leaving  Valparaiso,  the  Canton  accompanied  us  to  Arica.  The  Pearl  was  in  sight 
generally  during  the  passage,  and  we  fell  in  with  the  Sarah  on  our  way  down.  During  the  passage 
down  the  Franklin  shortened  sail,  and  was  delayed  for  the  Canton  and  Pearl  both.  When  we  sailed  from 
Valparaiso  I  considered  both  vessels  under  convoy.  Afterwards  I  received  directions  from  Lieut.  Mayo, 
when  I  relieved  him,  not  to  consider  the  Pearl  as  under  convoy,  or  to  consider  her  at  all.  This  was  the 
usual  way  of  passing  the  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  deck.  I  recollect  an  instance  during  the  passage 
in  which  the  Canton  shortened  sail  for  some  purpose.  When  she  shortened  sail  the  Pearl  was  astern; 
night  came  on,  and  when  the  Canton  hove  in  sight  the  Franklin  filled  away  again;  both  were  in  sight 
the  next  morning.  The  Canton  and  Pearl  came  to  anchor  together  with  us  in  the  port  of  Arica.  I 
cannot  remember  whether  the  Sarah  did  or  did  not;  we  fell  in  with  her  on  the  passage,  and  she  was 
generally  hovering  about  us.  The  Canton  discharged  part  of  her  cargo  at  Arica.  The  Pearl,  I  under- 
stood, was  bound  to  the  northwest  coast,  and  landed  nothing.  The  Sarah,  I  also  understood,  had  nothing 
in  her.  I  do  not  know  that  anything  was  transhipped  from  the  Pearl  to  the  Canton  at  Arica.  I  visited 
her,  by  order  of  the  commodore,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Hunter.  The  object  was  to  ascertain 
whether  she  had  landed  any  of  those  arms  she  had  on  board.  I  think  there  were  four  cases,  bound 
to  the  northwest  coast.  The  amount  of  arms  on  board  agreed  with  her  manifest,  bill  of  lading, 
and  invoice,  which  she  had  brought  from  the  United  States.  We  remained  at  Arica  about  three 
weeks;  it  is  a  good  harbor  for  those  seas,  where  the  wind  never  blows.  It  is  land-locked  only 
on  one  side,  to  the  southwest,  by  a  small  island,  and  to  the  eastward  by  the  main  land.  The 
officers  went  on  shore  daily.  No  other  vessels  were  in  port  excepting  those  which  went  in  with 
us.  A  French  ship,  the  Telegraph,  came  into  the  offing,  but  did  Udt  ainlior.  The  patriot  schooner,  the 
Sacramento,  of  about  seventy  or  eighty  tons,  and  one  gun  on  a  |ii\(it,  also  came  in.  I  believe  no 
other  vessel  went  with  us  from  there  but  the  Canton  and  the  Watinwitfii,  which  we  built  there,  and 
which  we  towed  down  to  Quilca.  I  cannot  say  whether  we  waited  for  the  Canton,  or  whether  she  was 
ready  firstj  I  do  not  know  of  anything  that  detained  us  at  Arica  for  three  weeks;  I  think  it  was  perhaps 
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the  situation  of  the  Watorwitch.  The  object  of  going  to  Quilca  was,  I  presume,  to  convoy  the  Canton. 
Quilca  was  the  better  place  for  building  the  schooner.  We  remained  at  Qiiilca  till  some  time  in  August; 
I  think  about  three  weeks  or  a  month.  The  Canton  remained  at  Quilca  the  whole  time  we  were  there; 
besides  her,  the  Telegraph  came  in,  and  two  pati-iot  men-of-war,  one  of  them  the  brig  Belgrano,  the  other 
a  schooner  the  name  of  which  I  do  not  recollect.  The  Belgrano  cax-ried  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  guns, 
the  schooner  about  twelve  or  fourteen.  Both  the  Canton  and  Telegraph  landed  articles  there;  the  Canton 
the  whole  of  her  cargo.  The  Telegraph  had  landed  but  a  small  part  of  her  cargo  when  she  was  captured 
by  one  of  the  patriot  men-of-war.  When  captured  she  was  lying  about  three  cables'  length  from  the 
Franklin.  The  Canton  was,  perhaps,  about  the  same  distance.  At  Quilca  we  did  on  one  occasion  receive 
bread,  beans  and  butter,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  at  this  time;  I  believe  it  was  at  another  time. 
We  went  from  Quilca  to  Calloa,  the  Canton  in  company.  We  parted  company  with  the  Canton  ofl"  the 
Island  of  Lorenzo,  just  off  the  harbor  of  Callao,  she  being  bound,  as  I  understood,  to  Guayaquil.  The 
Waterwitch  left  us  at  Quilca,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Henry,  for  Guayaquil,  and  rejoined  us 
at  Callao.  She  sailed  fur  Guayaquil  a  few  days  before  the  Canton.  Mr.  Ward  came  from  the  Canton  on 
board  the  Franklin,  off  Callao.  Captain  Smith' went  on  board  the  Franklin,  from  Quilca  to  Callao. 
Captain  O'Sullivan  commanded  the  Canton,  and  was  never  on  board  the  Franklin,  except  as  a  visitor. 
The  night  we  parted  company  with  the  Canton  a  part  of  her  cargo  was  put  on  board  the  Feruviano,  then 
in  tow  of  the  Franklin  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  carried  by  her  into  the  harbor  of  Callao.  I  do  not 
know  of  what  it  consisted,  nor  of  how  many  bales.  At  Quilca  we  received  on  board  a  quantity  of  specie, 
which  I  understood  was  money  of  Capt.  Smith,  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  and  some 
belonged  to  an  Englishman  named  Long;  it  was  brought  on  board  in  the  boats  of  the  Franklin,  princi- 
pally at  night.  Lieut.  Henry  had  charge  of  the  boats;  there  wei-e  more  boats  than  one,  and  there  were 
other  ofiBcers;  I  know  of  instances  of  money  being  brought  on  board  at  Callao  about  the  persons  of  indi- 
viduals; I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  in  their  pockets  or  otherwise;  it  was  secreted  about  them  some- 
how; it  occurred  frequently  in  the  daytime;  it  may  have  been  sometimes  at  night.  The  persons  who 
brought  money  on  board  were  Americans,  in  all  cases  that  I  know  of.  It  was  frequently  the  case  that 
money  was  transported  from  the  Franklin  to  ships  bound  to  sea,  which  had  been  deposited  for  safe  keep- 
ing on  board  us.  In  the  case  of  the  Cora,  money  was  taken  to  her  after  she  was  under  way  going  to 
sea;  she  was  an  American  ship.  This  was  at  Callao;  I  believe  there  was  but  one  boat,  and  Lieut.  Golds- 
borough  had  charge  of  her;  I  think  it  was  at  night.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  export  duty  on  bullion, 
specie,  &c.;  I  believe  it  was  five  per  cent.  Captain  Smith  joined  the  ship  cither  at  Arica  or  Quilca;  I 
understood,  at  the  time,  he  was  concerned  in  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  but  do  not  positively  know  it.  We 
took  him  to  Lima,  to  Quilca,  and  to  Valparaiso;  he  was  on  board  near  a  year.  He  frequently  visited  the 
shore,  and  I  presume  was  engaged  in  his  business  as  a  merchant.  I  do  not  know  of  his  carrying  dis- 
patches; he  went  in  a  boat  with  an  officer  to  board  the  Telegraph,  off  Arica;  my  impression  was  he  went 
from  curiosity.  There  were  no  goods,  or  samples  of  goods,  received  on  board  the  Franklin  from  the  Canton. 
I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  when  Captain  Smith  went  on  board  the  Dolphin;  I  do  not  know  what  he  took 
with  him.  He  went  on  board  the  Dolphin  from  the  shore;  that  was  at  Valparaiso,  on  our  first  visit  there. 
On  our  first  visit  at  Callao,  we  remained  there  about  two  months.  That  place  was  in  possession  of  the 
patriots.  We  received  at  Rio  Janeiro  the  first  information  of  its  having  been  captured  from  the  loyalists. 
I  think  we  left  Calloa  the  last  day  of  September.  During  the  time  we  were  there,  Captain  Smith  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  on  board  the  Franklin.  When  he  first  came  on  board  the  Franklin  he  came 
from  the  shore,  not  from  the  Dolphin.  We  sailed  from  Callao  for  Quilca.  A  military  expedition  was 
fitting  out  from  Callao  while  we  were  there,  for  the  Intermedios.  I  think  it  sailed  before  us.  I  think  the 
commodore  waited  some  time  at  Callao  after  he  was  ready,  in  pursuance  of  a  request  that  was  made  him 
from  the  authorites  on  shore,  in  consequence  of  the  sailing  of  this  expedition.  It  was  on  that  occasioa 
that  Madrid  was  on  board.  I  never  saw  the  man  myself.  I  do  not  know  of  any  articles  being  sent  on 
shore,  from  the  purser's  department,  at  Arica,  in  the  summer  of  1822;  nor  have  I  any  knowledge  of  any 
musket  cartridges,  or  other  militarj'  stores  going  on  board  the  Canton  from  the  Franklin.  From  January, 
1824,  till  April  of  the  same  year,  I  was  on  board  and  in  command  of  the  Amanda.  We  fell  in  with  her 
between  Molliendo  and  Quilca.  The  commodore  hired  her  for  the  purpose  of  going  in  pursuit  of  the 
piratical  vessel,  the  Qintanilla.  We  got  some  guns  and  ammunition  from  the  American  ship,  the  Arab; 
otherwise,  she  was  armed  and  equipped,  as  well  as  manned,  from  the  Franklin.  My  first  cruise  was 
from  the  place  where  we  first  fell  in  with  her,  perhaps  from  Quilca,  up  the  coast  as  far  as  Arica.  There 
I  rejoined  the  Franklin  at  Quilca.  Was  again  fitted  out  and  sent  off  Chiloe  in  pursuit  of  her,  after  run- 
ning down  the  coast  about  seven  hundred  miles.  There  was  no  other  object  in  fitting  out  the  Amanda. 
None  other  embraced  in  my  orders,  either  verbal  or  written,  than  what  I  have  mentioned.  The  first  time 
we  went  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca,  we  took  in  two  horses,  and  at  Arica  we  took  on  board  a  third.  These 
were  all  left  at  Callao.  One  was  a  ponj',  the  other  two  the  commodore's  carriage  horses.  On  our  second 
cruise  down  the  coast,  we  took  on  board  also  at  Valparaiso  three  horses;  we  landed  two  of  them  at 
Quilca,  the  third  was  a  riding  horse  of  the  commodore,  which  we  left  at  Callao.  Callao  was  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  patriots,  and  Quilca  of  the  royalists.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  horses  landed  at 
Quilca.  I  never  was  in  the  royalist  army  after  that.  Convoy  was  given  by  the  Franklin  to  the  Canton, 
Chauncey  and  Dick,  all  American  vessels.  I  do  not  recollect  any  others.  I  know  of  no  instances  in 
which  it  was  refused.  The  captain  of  the  Pearl  complained  to  me  that  the  commodore  had  refused  him 
convoy.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  of  the  Brilliant.  I  saw  Captain  Adderton  twice,  once  at  Quilca. 
He  commanded  a  brig,  I  think  the  Sarah  Ann.  The  second  time  I  saw  him  he  commanded  a  ship.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  was  ever  refused  convoy.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  applied  for  or  received  convoy.  I 
remember  the  ship  America;  she  sailed  from  New  York  about  the  time  we  did.  We  fell  in  with  her  at 
Rio  Janeiro.  We  met  her  next  at  Valparaiso.  She  came  off  there  while  we  were  there.  Lieutenant 
Weaver  was  on  board  the  America  at  that  time.  I  understood  he  carried  out  stores  for  the  Franklin. 
Those  stores  were  taken  on  board  the  Franklin  at  Callao.  I  believe  the  first  time  we  were  there  we  saw 
nothing  of  Mr.  Weaver,  after  seing  him  at  Valparaiso  during  the  residue  of  the  cruise. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Question.  At  the  time  you  have  stated  that  the  Canton  shortened  sail,  had  not  the  wind  been  very 
light  all  day,  and  the  Canton  ahead  of  the  Franklin,  and  the  Pearl  out  of  sight  astern?  Did  not  the  Can- 
ton in  the  evening  shorten  sail  to  drop  astern  into  her  station?  Did  not  the  wind  freshen  up  strong  and 
leave  the  Canton;  and  was  not  a  signal  made  to  the  Canton  to  make  sail  and  keep  up? 
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Ansiver.  The  Canton  was  sometimes  ahead  of  us.  I  think  that  at  the  time  alluded  to  she  was  astern 
when  she  shortened  sail.  There  was,  I  believe,  a  signal  made  for  the  Canton  to  keep  up,  and  that  the 
wind  had  freshened  up  before  the  signal  was  made. 

Ques.  Is  there  any  protection  for  merchant  vessels  at  any  of  the  ports  of  the  Intermedios,  except 
that  which  the  ships-of-war  of  the  nations  to  which  they  belonged  offered?  Have  you  not  seen  British  and 
French  iships-of-war  at  those  ports  affording  such  protection,  and  receiving  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes 
in  bullion  on  board? 

Ans.  There  is  no  other  protection.  I  have  seen  such  protection  afforded  by  British  and  French  men- 
of-war,  and  have  seen  them  receiving  on  board  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  in  bullion. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  protection  afforded  by  the  Franklin  by  force  of  arms,  or  in  a  threatening  of 
force  to  any  vessels  at  Quilca? 

Ana.  I  was  not  present  at  the  interview  between  Captain  Prunier,  of  the  Belgrano,  and  the  commo- 
dore. I  know  of  no  other  instance.  We  were  never  in  company  with  any  patriot  men-of-war  afterwards 
at  any  lawless  port. 

Ques.  If  the  boats  of  the  Franklin  had  not  been  sent  for  the  specie  and  bullion  taken  on  board  at 
Quilca,  would  it  not  have  been  necessary  to  have  got  the  Franklin  under  way  to  go  for  it? 

Ans.  They  had  no  boats  at  all  at  that  place,  nothing  but  skins  filled  with  wind;  and  it  would  have 
been  very  unsafe  to  trust  specie  in  them  the  distance  of  several  miles,  which  the  boats  went. 

Ques.  On  what  occasions,  by  whom,  and  what  amount  was  brought  on  board  the  Franklin — the 
specie  you  have  mentioned — about  the  persons  of  individuals?  Was  it  done  with  the  knowledge  or  per- 
mission of  Commodore  Stewart? 

Ans.  There  were  several  persons  on  several  occasions.  One  was,  I  believe,  the  captain  of  an  Ameri- 
can brig  there,  whose  name  was  Captain  Baldwin.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  other  individuals.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  with  the  knowledge  or  permission  of  the  commodore  or  not. 

Ques.  Were  the  moneys  you  have  mentioned  brought  from  the  shore  or  from  vessels,  and  had  the 
duties  been  paid  on  the  same  or  not? 

Ans.  That  I  cannot  possibly  say. 

Ques.  How  and  from  whom  did  you  understand  that  a  request  had  been  made  by  the  authorities  of 
Lima  to  delay  the  sailing  of  the  Franklin? 

Ans.  I  cannot  say.  It  was  a  general  subject  of  conversation  among  the  officers,  that  such  request 
had  been  made. 

Ques  Do  you  know  of  any  information  conveyed  by  Commodore  Stewart,  or  any  other  person,  with 
his  knowledge  or  permission,  of  an  expedition  that  had  sailed  or  was  to  sail  at  any  time  from  Callao  for 
the  Intermedios? 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of     When  we  arrived  at  the  Intermedios  we  found  them  apprised  of  the  fact 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  August  23,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
(excepting  Captain  Brown),  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart.  Captain  Brown  still  continued 
absent  from  indisposition.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  The  examination  of 
Lieutenant  Hammersley  was  resumed: 

Question.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  How  many  times  was  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  exercised  at  gene- 
ral quarters  during  the  cruise? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  recollect  positively.  I  think  oftener  than  three  or  four  times,  but  cannot  recollect. 
They  were  regularly  exercised  by  divisions,  when  the  weather  would  permit  and  not  prevented  by  duty, 
as  frequently  as  on  any  ship  I  ever  was  on  board  of. 

Ques.  Were  the  guns  on  the  lower  deck  regularly  exercised? 

Ans.  They  were  not  as  regularly  exercised  as  the  other  guns  while  we  were  at  the  Intermedios;  the 
sea  rolled  so  much  as  to  prevent  it;  and  at  other  times  the  work  going  on  on  that  deck,  and  the  ship's 
duty,  prevented  it.  The  men  belonging  to  that  deck  were  frequently,  however,  exercised  on  the  upper 
deck. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Were  the  guns  of  the  Franklin  at  all  times  kept  in  a  proper  state  for  action? 

Ans.  The  guns  of  my  division  always  were.  I  had  the  command  of  several  divisions  at  different 
times  during  the  cruise.     They  were  never  deficient  in  anything. 

Samuel  B.  Bannister,  a  witness  produced  by  the  judge  advocate,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  saj's: 

I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific,  in  the  capacity  of  sailmaker.  The 
stores  of  that  department  were  laid  in  at  New  York  on  the  requisition  of  Captain  Evans.  The  supply  for 
the  cruise  was  ample  when  we  sailed.  We  took  in  more  at  Valparaiso,  on  our  first  arrival  on  the  coast, 
about  the  latter  part  of  March,  1822.  We  took  on  board  ninety  bolts  of  Russia  canvas.  They  were  pro- 
cured from  the  merchant  ship  the  Canton.  There  were  twenty-four  bolts  of  it  used  during  the  cruise  for 
the  Franklin.  We  brought  home  about  nine  yards  of  Russia  canvas,  eight  pieces  of  raven's  duck,  and 
six  pieces  No.  1  American  canvas.  Thirty  bolts  of  the  canvas  procured  from  the  Canton  went  on  board 
the  Constellation,  and  thirty-six  bolts  were  used  for  the  sails  of  the  Canton.  The  sails  for  the  Canton 
were  made  in  August,  1822,  by  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  by  me,  on  board  the  Franklin.  In 
August,  I  think,  they  were  put  on  board  the  Dolphin  to  take  them  to  the  Canton.  When  purchased,  this 
canvas  was  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Franklin  and  charged  to  her.  It  was  procured  by  the  requisition 
of  Lieutenant  Hunter.  I  had  not,  at  the  time  called  for,  any  further  supplies  for  the  sailmakcr's  depart- 
ment; none  were  required.  There  were  some  other  articles  used  from  iny  department  for  other  vessels, 
all  of  which  were  returned, — some  I  allude  to  for  the  use  of  the  schooners  that  were  built  out  there. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  How  did  you  determine  that  the  quantity  of  sailmakers'  stores  received  at 
New  York  were  sufficient  for  the  cruise?  Is  there  any  established  regulations  on  the  subject,  or  does 
it  depend  on  the  judgment  of  the  commander? 

Ans.  It  depends  entirely  on  the  judgment  of  the  commander.  I  received  an  order  to  make  out  an 
estimate  fur  a^  three  years'  cruise,  which  I  did  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Did  you  call  for  any  further  supplies  of  stores  at  any  time  during  the 
cruise? 
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Ans.  Yes.  There  were  ten  bolts  of  English  canvas  that  I  called  for  at  Valparaiso,  in  November, 
1823,  ten  bolts  of  raven's  duck  in  March,  1824,  at  the  same  place,  twelve  bolts  of  Russia  canvas  about 
the  same  time,  at  the  same  place;   all  after  these  were  purchased  from  the  Canton. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.^  How  was  the  canvas  used  for  the  Canton,  accounted  for  on  your  books? 

Ans.  It  was  scratched  off  entirely,  no  requisition  appeared  for  it;  that  for  the  Constellation  was 
entered  expended,  on  my  books,  for  the  use  of  that  frigate. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Was  it  easy  or  difficult  to  procure  canvas  in  the  ports  on  the  Pacific,  if  it 
had  been  wanting? 

Ans.  It  was  difficult. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Ques.  Did  you  receive  any  other  stores  belonging  to  the  department  of  any  other  officer?  what  were 
they,  and  to  whose  department? 

Ans.  I  received  a  quantity  of  nails  and  spikes  belonging  to  the  carpenter's  department.  I  received 
them  at  Valparaiso,  in  lieu  of  some  nails  and  spikes  that  had  been  used  in  building  the  Robinson  Crusoe. 
The  carpenter  was  at  that  time  suspended,  and,  as  I  was  going  to  get  the  canvas,  I  took  an  order  from 
Lieut.  Hunter  for  them.  He  requested  me  to  go  to  the  carpenter's  yeoman  to  obtain  a  list  of  the  articles 
that  had  been  used  in  the  Robinson  Crusoe,  that  they  might  be  replaced. 

Ques.  Did  you  not  sign  the  requisition  on  Mr.  Hogan  for  the  canvas  you  say  was  procured  from  the 
Canton? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  Were  you  and  your  crew  compensated  for  making  the  Canton's  sails — and  by  whom? 

Ans.  We  were  paid  eighty  dollars  by  Captain  O'SuUivan;  it  was  not  a  full  compensation  for  the 
work  done;  a  fair  price  for  the  work  done  would  have  been  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  made 
no  charge,  but  left  my  compensation  entirely  to  the  generosity  of  Captain  O'SuUivan.  Captain  Stewart 
did  not  interfere  about  it. 

Ques.  Were  they  copper  or  iron  nails  and  spikes  you  received  from  the  carpenter's  department? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  particularly,  but  think  there  were  some  copper  and  some  iron. 

Ebenezer  Ridgeway,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her 
late'  cruise,  as  fourth  lieutenant.  I  know  that  a  man  of  the  name  of  Madrid  came  on  board  the  Franklin 
at  Callao,  while  we  were  getting  under  way.  I  do  not  know  how  he  came  on  board.  I  saw  him  after 
he  was  on  board,  two  or  three  days  after.  I  do  not  know  how  he  got  on  shore.  The  morning  after  our 
arrival  at  Quilca,  a  message  came  up  from  the  cabin,  by  a  servant,  that  the  officer  of  the  deck  would  per- 
mit this  man  to  go  on  shore  in  a  market  boat.  I  informed  the  servant  he  might  go,  but  did  not  see  him. 
The  request  came  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Stewart.  I  saw  him  afterwards  at  Callao,  on  board  the  Franklin, 
and  also  on  shore  on  horseback.  He  was  said  to  be  a  colonel  by  the  officers  of  the  ship.  When  I  saw 
him  he  was  dressed  in  the  Spanish  uniform.  He  came  on  board  the  Franklin  in  his  uniform  in  a  shore 
boat,  on  the  second  occasion.  I  did  not  at  first  recognize  him  as  the  same  man  who  had  been  in  the 
pantry,  but  after  hearing  who  it  was,  I  recognized  him.  At  Quilca  money  was  brought  on  board  the 
Franklin  at  night.  It  was  not  my  watch  on  deck.  I  did  not  see  it  when  it  was  hoisted  on  board.  I  saw 
it  afterwards.  I  know  of  no  instances  in  which  it  was  brought  on  board  about  the  persons  of  individu- 
als. There  was  some  money  brought  on  board  at  Arica,  at  night,  in  our  whale  boat,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Henry.  I  remember  two  horses  taken  on  board  at  Valparaiso,  and  landed  at  Quilca.  I  do  not  know 
what  became  of  them  afterwards.  I  never  saw  either  of  them  in  the  possession  of  Commodore  Stewart 
or  Captain  Smith  afterwards.  I  cannot  recollect  how  frequently  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  was  exercised 
at  general  quarters  during  the  cruise;  it  was,  I  presume,  from  six  to  eight  times.  The  guns  were  always 
kept  in  a  state  for  action.  When  the  Telegraph  was  boarded  off  Arica,  I  was  on  deck,  not  the  officer  of 
the  deck;  I  think  Captain  Smith  was  in  the  boat,  and  the  officer,  a  midshipman.  I  do  not  know  who 
made  the  report  when  the  boat  returned. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused : 

Ques.  How  long  after  the  man  went  on  shore  at  Quilca  did  you  see  him  at  Callao? 

Ans.  About  eig'ht  months  I  presume — I  only  saw  him  on  board  once  at  Callao. 

Ques.  Were  the  guns  frequently  exercised  by  divisions? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Did  Commodore  Stewart  know  Madrid  or  notice  him  when  he  came  on  board 
the  second  time? 

Ans.  Commodore  Stewart  saw  him  but  did  not  appear  to  know  him,  bowed  to  him  as  he  would  to 
any  other  officer.  No  conversation  occurred,  and  no  stop  was  made  as  they  passed  each  other.  Spanish 
officers  frequently  came  on  board  to  visit  the  ship.  There  was  another  officer  in  company  with  him  at 
the  time.  He  went  below — where  he  went  I  do  not  know.  He  afterwards  came  up,  and  again  went 
down  in  the  poop  cabin,  and  Mrs.  Stewart  also  went  in. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  You  say  money  was  brought  on  board  the  Franklin  at  night,  but  that  you  did 
not  see  it  hoisted  in;  be  pleased  to  state  to  the  court  when  you  did  see  it,  and  how  you  know  it  was 
received  at  night. 

Ans.  I  saw  it  next  day,  and  frequently  after  in  the  room  where  it  was  kept.  I  know  the  boats  went 
away  in  the  evening,  it  was  understood  after  money,  and  this  was  said  to  be  the  money  brought. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  money  was  sent  from  the 
Franklin  to  vessels  bound  to  sea  and  under  way,  or  at  sea  and  at  night? 

Ans.  Yes.  I  think  we  sent  money  at  Callao  on  board  a  vessel,  the  Cora,  I  believe.  She  was  stand- 
ing out  to  sea  in  the  evening.  I  believe  Mr.  Goldsborough  was  the  officer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  other 
instance. 

Henry  W.  Ogden,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
and  being  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  during 
her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific;  sailed  as  the  seventh  lieutenant  on  duty.  I  know  of  an  instance  of  money 
being  brought  on  board  the  Franklin  at  night  in  the  middle  watch,  in,  I  believe,  the  second  cutter,  under 
Lieutenant  Henry  and  Midshipman  Goldsborough.     In  one  instance  the  captain  of  the  Cora  brought 
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specie  on  board;  he  had  it  concealed  under  his  clothes;  he  told  me  he  had  it  there,  and  that  it  was  on 
government's  account,  by  an  arrangement  between  him  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  pur.ser.  These  are  the 
only  instances  I  recollect  in  which  money  was  brought  on  board  in  that  manner.  I  know  of  no  instances 
in  which  money  was  carried  on  board  ships  bound  to  sea  and  under  way.  Two  horses  taken  on  board 
at  Valparaiso  were  landed  at  Quilca;  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  them,  further  than  that  I  saw  one, 
which  I  took  to  be  one  of  them,  afterwards  in  the  royalist  army  near  General  Canterac's  tent.  From  the 
appearance  of  the  horse,  I  thought  it  was  the  same  horse  we  had  brought  down;  through  the  medium  of 
an  interpreter,  I  asked  a  clerk  of  Canterac's  if  it  was  not  the  same.  He  replied  that  it  was,  and  that  the 
black  horse,  his  companion,  was  feeding  in  the  field.  I  did  not  see  any  other  than  the  bay  horse.  The 
other  horse  we  landed  at  Quilca  was  a  black  horse.  This  was  several  months  after  the  horses  were 
landed.  It  was  about  half  way  between  Lima  and  Callao,  in  the  royalist  camp.  When  the  horses  were 
landed  at  Quilca,  that  place  was  in  the  possession  of  the  royalists.  General  Canterac  was  not  at  Quilca 
— he  was  in  the  interior.  I  do  not  know  of  any  intercourse  between  Commodore  Stewart  and  General 
Canterac  either  before  or  after  that  event.  I  was  on  board  during  the  whole  period  of  the  cruise,  except 
in  a  few  instances  in  which,  for  a  few  days  at  a  time,  I  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  go  into  the  country. 
Mr.  Sands  was  arrested,  I  think,  on  the  8th  October,  1823,  and  his  trial  came  on  in  the  month  of  April 
following.  He  was  confined  to  his  state  room,  a  small  room;  he  was  confined  until  about  the  middle  of 
June,  1824,  when  he  was  given  some  permission  which  was  construed  into  a  permission  to  walk  the  main 
deck,  of  which  he  availed  himself.  After  his  original  arrest,  I  believe  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Sands 
had  a  quarrel  with  Lieutenant  Hammersly,  in  consequence  of  which  the  close  confinement  was  ordered. 
I  know  of  no  other  difficulty  between  him  and  any  other  officer  on  board.  I  heard  of  one  with  Lieutenant 
Henry.  It  was  upon  charges  growing  out  of  the  affair  with  Lieutenant  Hammersly  that  Lieutenant 
Sands  was  tried  in  April.  I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  the  quarrel. 
An  application  was  made  on  the  part  of  nearly  all  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  ship  to  Commodore 
Stewart  to  admit  Mr.  Sands  to  limits  usual  in  such  cases  of  arrest.  This  was  in  writing.  It  was  made 
I  think  about  the  beginning  of  June,  1824,  and  was  answered  in  writing.  It  was  signed  by  me,  because 
I  saw  Lieutenant  Sands'  situation  was  a  very  uncomfortable  one.  We  were  approaching  a  very  boister- 
ous latitude,  where  the  floor  of  his  room  was  very  frequently  covered  with  water.  He  complained  very 
much  of  rheumatism  in  his  face,  and  had  a  tooth  extracted  in  consequence  of  it,  and  I  thought  it  would 
benefit  his  health  very  much  if  he  could  be  permitted  to  walk  in  the  dry  parts  of  the  ship.  On  one  occa- 
sion I  went  to  his  room,  found  the  floor  covered  with  water,  perhaps  two  inches  deep,  he  sitting  with  his 
feet  up  on  a  settee,  and  I  thought  if  by  any  exertion  of  mine  his  situation  could  be  ameliorated  it  became 
me  to  make  it.  The  character  of  Mr.  Sands  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  stands  very  high.  I  know  of 
none  that  stands  higher  in  the  navy.  I  consider  it  altogether  unexceptionable.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr. 
Sands  ever  consulted  me  about  any  application  by  himself  to  Commodore  Stewart  to  be  enlarged  from 
his  confinement.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  applied.  He  made  an  application  to  Commodore  Stewart 
at  Valparaiso,  soon  after  his  confinement,  to  go  on  shore,  to  leave  the  ship  under  arrest,  and  subject  to 
Commodore  Stewart's  orders.  Mr.  Sands  frequently  complained  of  rheumatism  in  his  jaw  brought  on  by 
the  dampness  of  his  apartment;  no  complaint  of  general  indisposition,  further  than  a  complaint  of  general 
debility.  The  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  court-martial,  which  sat  in  April,  1824,  were  never  pro- 
mulgated on  board  the  Franklin  previous  to  our  arrival  in  New  York.  He  was  treated  in  the  same 
manner  after  the  court  rose  as  before,  until  he  was  enlarged  in  June,  1824.  I  have  no  distinct  recollec- 
tion of  the  number  of  times  that  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  was  exercised  at  general  quarters  during  the 
cruise.  It  was  perhaps  as  many  as  four  or  five  times.  The  men  appeared  pretty  expert  in  performing 
their  various  duties  in  relation  to  the  management  of  the  guns.  There  was  some  confusion  in  the  crew 
in  understanding  the  various  signals.  I  had  generally  to  intimate  to  them  the  meaning  of  the  difierent 
signals  to  the  boarders,  firemen,  and  sail  trimmers.  During  the  cruise  I  commanded  all  the  divisions  on 
the  two  gun-decks  except  one.  The  men  on  the  lower  deck  were  always  exercised  at  division  exercise 
on  the  main  deck.  Such  were  tlie  orders  I  received.  There  is  a  difference  in  the  exercise  of  the  upper 
and  lower  decks  of  a  seventy-four;  in  the  latter,  there  is  to  be  an  exercise  of  the  ports.  The  divisional 
exercise  upon  the  two  upper  decks  was  frequent.  I  think  the  guns  of  the  Franklin  were  always  in  a 
state  for  action;  so  far  as  the  divisions  I  commanded  I  know  them  to  have  been  so. 

Question.  (By  a  member  of  the  court.)  You  say,  sir,  that  the  appearance  of  the  horse  you  saw  in  the 
royal  camp  was  the  same  as  of  one  of  those  landed  from  the  Franklin.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  know- 
ledge, that  he  was  one  of  the  horses  landed  from  the  Franklin ;  or  did  you  never  see  two  horses  so  much 
alike,  that  one  has  often  been  taken  for  the  other? 

Annwer.  I  have  seen  two  horses  very  much  alike.  He  was  sufficiently  alike  to  induce  me  to  ask  the 
question.  From  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not  know  he  was  the  same ;  that  information  I  acquired  from  the 
person  of  whom  I  asked  the  question.     I  have  seen  two  horses  that  have  been  taken  the  one  for  the  other. 

Question.  (By  a  member.)  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  the  neutral  character  of  the  squadron  being 
violated?     If  so,  relate  them. 

Ans.  None  that  I  know  of 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

Question.  In  whose  possession  was  the  bay  horse  you  saw  in  the  royal  camp? 

Answer.  He  was  standing  near  the  tent  of  Canterac,  among  a  number,  without  any  equipments  on. 
I  do  not  know  in  whose  possession  he  was. 

Ques.  Was  it  a  practice  with  the  armies  of  both  the  royalists  and  patriots,  to  impress  horses  for  the 
public  service  when  an  expedition  was  preparing? 

Ans.  It  was  the  practice  among  the  patriots.  I  have  seen  them  take  horses.  I  do  not  know  as  to 
the  royalists. 

Ques.  Were  any  reasons  offered  to  Captain  Stewart  for  the  liberation  of  Lieutenant  Sands,  more  than 
those  mentioned  in  the  written  application? 

Ans.  Not  that  I  now  of     I  believe  there  was  an  application  by  Dr.  Saltar  also. 

Ques.  Did  not  Lieutenant  Sands  often,  during  his  arrest,  leave  that  arrest,  and  particularly  go  on  an 
expedition  in  the  Franklin's  boats,  in  which  you  had  a  command,  against  the  brig  Quintanilla? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did.  I  never  heard  from  him  that  he  did.  As  to  going  on  the  cruise 
against  the  Quintanilla,  I  commanded  the  boats,  and  did  not  know  he  was  on  board.  I  heard  him  after- 
wards relate  some  circumstances  which  induced  the  belief  that  he  was  there;  but  he  never  said  in  my 
hearmg  that  he  actually  was. 
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Ques.  Was  he,  to  your  knowledge,  at  any  time  during  his  arrest  placed  on  the  sick  report? 

Ans.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  sentinel  at  his  cabin,  and  did  he  not  go  and  come  during  the  whole  time  at  his 
own  discretion  and  responsibility? 

Ans.  There  was  no  sentinel.     He  went  and  came  at  his  own  responsibility. 

Ques.  At  the  time  the  man  named  Madrid  came  on  board  the  Franklin,  at  Callao,  in  uniform,  were 
you  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  what  passed  on  that  occasion? 

Ans.  Midshipman  Porter  was  officer  of  the  deck  at  the  time  he  came  on  board;  but  I  was  on  deck 
and  received  him  at  the  gangway.  There  was  one  with  him  who  appeared  to  be  a  brother  officer,  and  an 
interpreter.  Tlie  interpreter  pointing  to  one  of  them  said,  that  is  the  man  who  went  in  the  ship  from 
Callao  to  Quilca,  and  he  wishes  to  see  Mrs.  Stewart.  I  accordingly  sent  a  messenger  to  Mrs.  Stewart, 
that  there  was  a  gentleman  on  board  who  wished  to  see  her.  While  tliese  three  persons  were  standing 
with  me  on  the  qnartc-r  deck,  Commodore  Stewart  came  out  of  the  poop  cabin,  and  spoke  to  them  in  a 
polite  manner.  I  in<iitiiiiii(l  to  him  that  that  was  the  man  who  had  gone  in  our  ship  from  Callao  to 
Quilca.  He  immediately  left  them,  and  went  below  without  making  any  reply.  I  then  left  them  myself 
and  went  below.  Afterwards  Mrs.  Stewart  passed  me  while  I  was  on  the  gun  deck.  I  told  her  that  the 
person  that  was  on  the  quarter  deck  wished  to  see  her;  she  turned  off  and  went  into  the  poop  cabin 
without  speaking  to  them,  as  I  saw. 

QiiesI  Did  you  not  asli  Commodore  Stewart  if  he  knew  who  that  man  was,  and  what  was  his  reply? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  asking  him.  I  told  him  who  the  interpreter  told  me  he  was;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  any  reply. 

Ques.  How  long  was  this  after  you  had  taken  him  to  Quilca? 

Ans.  About  two  years,  I  believe. 

Qnes.  When  the  Baron  de  Mackan  wished  to  tranship  some  money  from  the  Clorinda,  French  frigate, 
to  the  Franklin,  at  Callao,  did  you  wait  on  the  baron  on  that  subject?  What  were  the  commodore's 
directions  on  that  occasion,  and  what  was  the  baron's  reply? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  any  message  given  me  by  Commodore  Stewart.  When,  on  the  part  of  the 
Baron  Mackan,  I  requested  Commodore  Stewart  to  receive  the  money  on  board  the  Franklin,  the  commo- 
dore replied,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  receive  it  if  it  was  neutral  property. 
I  told  him  the  baron  assured  me  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  it  was  neutral  property,  belonging  to  two 
merchants,  Drewicke  and  Schatte,  the  one  an  American  and  the  other  a  Prussian;  but  as  it  had  been 
shipped  by  Felinci,  a  Spanish  merchant,  who  held  his  receipt,  and  to  whom  only  he  considered  himself 
responsible,  he  wished  Commodore  Stewart  would  receive  it,  and  not  deliver  it  until  said  receipt  could 
be  taken  up. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  when  the  signals  were  made  to  the.  boarders,  firemen,  or  sail 
trimmers,  that  they  did  not  come  to  the  call  of  the  signal? 

Ans.  I  have  known  instances  in  which,  as  officer  of  the  division,  from  the  men  not  understanding  the 
signals,  I  was  obliged  to  tell  them  what  was  meant.     This  was  about  the  middle  of  the  cruise. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  August  24,  1825. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.     The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Lieutenant  Ogden  further  examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Question.  On  our  passage  from  Valparaiso  to  Arica,  with  the  Canton,  did  you  receive  any  directions 
relative  to  the  Pearl? 

Ansiver.  On  the  passage  from  Valparaiso  to  Arica  I  was  officer  of  the  deck  one  day.  I  reported  to 
Commodore  Stewart  that  the  Pearl  was  nearly  out  of  sight;  he  replied  never  mind  the  Pearl,  the  Canton 
is  the  only  vessel  that  you  have  to  look  out  for. 

Ques.  Did  you  at  any  time  receive  orders  to  look  out  for  the  Pearl,  which  induced  you  to  suppose 
she  was  under  convoy? 

Ans.  I  never  received  any  such  orders. 

Ques.  Was  the  clerk  of  Canterac  present  at  Quilca,  and  did  he  see  the  horses  landed  from  the 
Franklin? 

Ans.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  What  orders  were  given  in  relation  to  the  convoy  of  the  Canton, 
and  why  did  you  conceive  it  your  duty  to  report  the  Pearl  to  the  commodore? 

Ans.  No  orders  that  I  recollect  were  given  in  reference  to  either  the  Canton  or  Pearl;  both  sailed 
with  us,  and  I  considered  them  as  equally  under  convoy. 

Isaac  Mayo,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and 
interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific  as  her  second  lieutenant.  I  joined 
her  in  that  capacity  at  Valparaiso  in  May,  1822,  and  left  her  in  January  following,  when  I  returned  home 
by  the  way  of  Panama,  carrying  dispatches.  I  went  out  in  the  Dolphin,  as  far  as  Rio  Janiero,  there 
went  on  board  the  Franklin  as  a  supernumerary,  being  sick.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  Canton  until  I  saw 
her  in  the  Pacific;  had  heard  of  her  frequently  during  our  cruise  round.  We  separated  from  the  Canton 
after  leaving  St.  Juan  Fernandez,  but  entered  Valparaiso  together.  I  do  not  recollect  being  ever  on 
board  the  Canton  at  that  place;  1  do  not  know  what  cargo  she  brought  out  with  her,  or  what  became  of 
it.  I  went  up  to  the  neighborhood  of  Quilca,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  my  health,  and  only  returned 
a  few  days  before  we  sailed.  About  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  out  from  Valparaiso  Commodore  Stewart  came 
on  deck  during  my  night  watch;  asked  me  if  the  Canton  was  insight.  I  informed  him  she  had  been 
reported  to  me  about  five  minutes  before.  The  commodore  wished  to  know  in  what  direction  she  was; 
I  discovered  the  ship,  pointed  her  out,  and  satisfied  him  that  she  was  in  company  and  near.  In  the  act 
of  leaving  the  deck,  the  commodore  directed  me  not  tn  lose  si-lit  of  her,  as  she  had  a  valuable  cargo  of 
American  property.  This  order  I  passed  to  Lieutenant  llaniineisley,  when  he  relieved  me.  The  com- 
modore named  soiiie  amount  as  what  the  Canton  was  worth,  but  I  cannot  recollect  precisely  what  it  was. 
No  directions  were  given  in  reference  to  the  Pearl  or  the  Sarah,  which  were  near  the  Canton,  and  con- 
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tinued  near  her,  which  induced  me  to  suppose  tlify  wfro  not  considered  as  un(h'r  convoy.  I  had  received 
no  instructions  in  relation  to  the  Pearl,  and  (■oiiiinuiiicated  none.  When  wc  arrived  at  Arica  we  found 
none  of  the  authorities  of  the  country  e.\<rpt  llic  ;;-i)vcrnor  of  the  place.  A  Spanish  general,  Liera, 
arrived  there  a  few  days  after.  Cannot  say  wiietlier  any  of  the  authorities  with  whom  a  foreign  nation 
would  hold  political  or  civil  intercourse.  There  were  no  American  vessels  at  Arica  when  we  arrived 
there,  excepting  the  Canton  and  the  Pearl,  which  accompanied  us,  and  none  arrived  during  our  stay. 
The  Canton  landed  part  of  her  cargo  at  Arica.  The  cargo  was  principally  landed  by  the  means  of  balses, 
small  leather  boats.  The  boats  of  the  Franklin  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  assist.  We  went  to  Quilca  in 
company  with  the  Canton  alone;  I  cannot  remember  what  vessels  were  there.  Quilca  cannot  properly  be 
called  a  town ;  there  arc  probably  a  dozen  or  more  reed  and  mud  houses. 

Charles  G.  Ridgely,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
(a  witness  produced  on  behalf  of  the  accused  by  consent,  arid  being  by  him  examined)  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Pacific,  in  the  command  of  the  frigate  Constellation,  in  1822,  while  Captain 
Stewart  was  there  in  command  of  the  Franklin? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Ques.  Did  you  receive  from  Captain  Stewart  thirty  bolts  of  canvas  for  the  use  of  the  Constellation, 
and  did  you  understand  whether  it  had  been  procured  from  the  Canton? 

Ans.  I  did  receive  thirty  bolts  by  a  requisition  made  by  me  on  Commodore  Stewart.  I  understood 
from  Commodore  Stewart  that  it  came  from  the  Canton. 

Ques.  Is  it  not  the  practice  of  American  and  other  ships-of-war  to  give  passage  in  their  cabin  to 
citizens  as  well  as  foreigners? 

Ans.  It  is  always  the  practice  to  take  gentlemen  without  compensation.  A  British  vessel,  at  my 
request,  carried  some  American  gentlemen  round  from  Rio  to  the  Pacific. 

Ques.  Is  it  the  practice  of  American  and  other  ships-of-war  to  take  specie  and  bullion  on  board  for 
transportation  or  safe  keeping,  and  to  receive  a  per  centage  therefor,  being  merchant  property? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Is  it  the  practice  of  American  and  other  ships-of-war  to  permit  their  mechanics  and  crew  to 
work  for  other  vessels,  receiving  compensation  therefor;  and  also  to  furnish  them  with  rigging  and  other 
materials  they  may  be  in  need  of,  taking  pay  therefor,  or  having  them  returned? 

Ans.  Such  was  the  practice  while  I  was  in  those  seas.  On  one  occasion  I  remember  furnishing  an 
American  captain  with  two  dozen  muskets  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  himself  against  patriot  cruisers, 
on  his  giving  me  a  receipt,  promising  to  return  them  in  the  United  States  on  his  arrival. 

Ques.  Did  you  ever  prevent  a  patriot  force  from  going  on  board  an  American  merchant  vessel? 

Ans.  I  prevented  a  patriot  oflScer,  said  to  be  acting  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Cochrane,  from  going 
on  board  an  American  vessel  lying  in  the  port  of  Callao. 

Ques.  Did  you  inform  Commodore  Stewart  of  the  loss  of  an  American  whale  ship,  on  the  coast  of 
Pitac,  which  was  seized  by  the  authorities,  and  request  him  to  send  a  vessel  to  her  relief? 

Ans.  Yes;  Pitac  is  a  place  about  a  degree  to  the  south  of  Guayaquil,  under  the  government  of  the 
patriots,  having  been  conquered  by  San  Martin;  Guayaquil  was  under  an  independent  government  of 
its  own. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  What  amount  of  specie  had  you  on  board  the  Constellation,  belong- 
ing to  Capatin  E.  Smith?  when  taken  on  board,  where  was  it  to  be  delivered? 

Ans.  I  do  not  remember  the  amount,  nor  was  there  any  positive  agreement  where  it  was  to  be 
delivered.  It  was  subject  to  his  order.  I  brought  home  near  $200,000  which  he  had  shipped,  consigned 
to  merchants  in  Boston. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Did  he  bring  on  board  any  other  articles  than  specie? 

Ans.  Yes.  He  brought  on  board  some  chinchilla  skins,  unknown  to  me. 

Ques.  What  became  of  them? 

Ans.  I  reported  them  to  the  collector  at  New  York.  He  wished  to  take  them  out  at  Valparaiso.  I 
would  not  let  him,  as  he  had  brought  them  on  board  unknown  to  me.  I  determined  to  bring  them  to  the 
United  States. 

Ques.  How  did  they  come  on  board? 

Ans.  On  my  arrival  at  Molliendo  in  March,  1822, 1  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Smith,  then  at  Arequipa, 
telling  him  I  had  arrived  at  Molliendo,  agreeably  to  his  written  request,  to  carry  away  his  money  belong- 
ing to  American  citizens.  At  the  same  time  I  mentioned  and  advised,  if  he  had  any  goods  on  hand,  to 
sacrifice  them  for  whatever  he  could  get,  as  I  believed  that  Arequipa  could  not  hold  out  much  longer, 
and  that  he  knew  from  sad  experience  that  should  he  be  in  Arequipa  when  the  patriots  came  in,  he 
would  again  be  plundered.  I  therefore  recommeneed  him  to  come  on  board  with  all  his  treasure.  After 
waiting,  by  his  request,  several  days,  he  sent  me  a  dispatch  that  he  would  be  in  MoUiendp  by  a  given 
day,  prepared  to  embark  with  everything  he  had.  The  distance- from  Arequipa  to  Molliendo  is,  I  u'nder- 
stand,  from  sixty  to  ninety  miles — a  sandy,  barren  soil,  where  no  water  or  ])nivisi(>ns  of  any  sort  can  be 
procured  for  man  or  beast.  I  was  therefore  not  astonished  to  see  Captain  Smith  aiiproach  with  a  retinue 
of  near  two  hu  .dred  mules.  One-half  are  required  to  carry  provisions  and  waicr.  I,  immediately  on 
seeing  him,  about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  sent  the  boats  on  shore  under  the  orders  of  my 
first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Clark,  to  bring  Captain  Smith  and  all  his  thing*  on  board.  Before  anything  was 
on  board,  it  was,  I  presume,  nine  or  ten  o'clock.  When  the  land  breeze  made,  about  one  or  two  in  the 
morning,  I  tripped  anchor  and  went  to  sea  The  next  day,  about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock.  Lieutenant 
Clark  asked  me  what  was  to  be  done  with  those  boxes.  I  told  him  to  stow  them  away  with  the  rest  of 
the  money.  He  told  me  they  did  not  contain  money,  but  other  articles;  and  then  I  first  knew  that  these 
things  had  been  brought  on  board,  having  before  thought  it  was  all  money.  I  immediately  called  for 
Captain  Smith,  stated  to  him  the  impropriety  of  what  he  had  done,  and  asked  him  why  he  had  done  so. 
He  replied  that  in  consequence  of  my  letter  he  had  sacrificed  part  of  his  cargo,  goods  on  hand,  and  was 
compelled  to  take  those  chinchilla  skins  from  the  person  who  was  to  have  paid  him  in  cash,  but  who 
could  not  do  it  within  the  time  limited  for  my  stay.  I  told  him  as  they  were  there,  I  would  not  permit 
him  to  land  them,  but  should  bring  them  to  the  United  States.  Had  I  known  them  to  have  been  skins 
on  the  beach,  I  should  not  have  received  them.  Perhaps,  considering  the  state  of  things  there,  I  might 
have  been  justifiable  in  receiving  them.     Another  reason  why  in  that  instance  it  might  have  been  done 
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was  that  the  patriots  had  taken  Captain  Smith's  brig,  the  Macedonian,  without  any  cause,  which  they 
afterwards  restored  to  him  and  promised  to  make  compensation  lor  the  use  of  her. 

Ques.  How  much  of  Captain  Smith's  money  did  you  put  on  board  the  Franklin? 

Ans.  I  think  there  went  from  my  ship  to  the  Franklin  about  $120,000  of  Captain  Smith's  money. 

Ques.  Was  any  money  belonging  to  Captain  Stewart  brought  home  in  the  Constellation? 

Ans.  I  sailed  on  the  Ith  May,  1822,  from  Valparaiso,  for  the  United  States.  A  day  or  two  after  I 
was  at  sea  Lieutenant  McCaulej',  second  lieutenant  of  the  Constellation,  stated  to  me  that  he  had  on 
board  $10,000,  which  was  given  him  by  Commodore  Stewart  to  carry  to  the  United  States.  I  believe  it 
was  brought.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  it  was  consigned  or  directed.  I  think  Mr.  McCauley  said  it  was 
for  his  father. 

Ques.  You  have  said  it  was  customary  for  American  men-of-war  in  the  Pacific  to  receive  on  board 
specie,  &c.,  for  deposit.  Is  it  customarv  to  have  it  brought  on  board  secreted  about  the  persons  of  indi- 
viduals, or  to  send  the  boats  of  the  men-of-war  to  bring  it  off  at  night? 

Ans.  I  have  never  known  it  brought  on  board  secreted  about  the  persons  of  individuals.  As  an 
instance  of  its  being  brought  on  board  at  night,  I  refer  to  the  bringing-  it  at  Molliendo,  which  I  have 
mentioned.  It  is  brought  a  considerable  distance,  and  there  is  no  security  for  it  on  shore.  The  Governor 
of  Arequipa,  on  one  occasion  when  Captain  Smith  had  money  coming  down,  requested  me  to  land  my 
marines  to  give  protection  to  Smith's  property  as  it  approached  the  coast;  that  it  was  not  in  his  power; 
which  I  of  course  refused. 

Ques.  (By  a  member  of  the  covirt.)  Did  you  receive  any  compensation  for  transporting  the  Chin- 
chilla skins? 

Ans.  None  whatever. 

Ques.  (By  a  member.)  Do  you  not  consider  the  practice  of  receiving  money  on  board  of  our  ships- 
of-war  of  essential  service  to  American  merchants  in  the  Pacific? 

Ans.  Most  assuredly. 

Ques.  When  you  took  Captain  Smith  and  his  money  on  board  your  ship,  Could  j'ou  have  acted  other- 
wise without  subjecting  yourself  to  censure? 

-4/18.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  take  him,  and  his  money,  on  board.     Indeed,  I  invited  him. 

Ques.  Were  you  frequently  on  board  the  Franklin?  if  so,  please  to  say  whether  you  did  not  consider 
her  in  excellent  "fighting  condition,  and  calculated  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  naval  service  of  our 
country. 

Ans.  I  was  frequently  on  board  the  Franklin  at  Valparaiso,  and  considered  her  in  very  superior  order; 
this  was  the  general  opinion. 

Ques.  In  getting  money  on  board  ship,  is  not  the  time  regulated  by  the  time  of  its  getting  to  the 
shore  from  the  interior?  and  could  its  arrival  on  board  ship  at  a  late  hour  properly  subject  the  commander 
to  a  suspicion  of  smuggling? 

Ans.  It  depends  entirely  on  the  time  of  its  arrival,  and  the  circumstance  could  not  properly  occasion 
any  suspicion. 

Ques.  Are  there  custom  houses  on  the  coast,  at  points  where  it  is  usual  to  receive  specie,  &c.,  or  do 
custom  house  ofBcers  attend  to  authorize  its  embarkation? 

Ans.  1  never  was  on  any  part  of  that  coast  but  Molliendo;  there  was  only  a  temporary  custom 
house.  The  custom  house  is  generally  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  ofBcers  sent  down  to  the  coast  as 
occasion  required. 

Lieutenant  Ogden,  again  called: 

Question.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you.  Is  that  the  application  alluded 
to  in  your  testimony  yesterday,  as  made  by  the  ofiScers  of  the  Franklin  to  Commodore  Stewart,  on  behalf 
of  Lieutenant  Sands? 

Ans.  Yes.     (Read,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  14.) 

Ques.  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you,  and  say  whether  that  is  a  copy  of  the  answer? 

Ans.  Yes.  (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  15.)  Th.at  was  the  only  answer  received  to  the  application. 
.   Ques.  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you.     Is  that  the  reply  to  the  communication  of  the  commodore? 

Ans.  Yes.  (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  16.)  This  paper  alludes  to  the  previous  one,  and  this 
paper  was  shown  to,  and  agreed  to,  by  all  those  who  had  signed  the  previous  one,  excepting  those  whose 
acquiescence  is  expressly  negatived. 

Ques.  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you,  and  is  that  the  answer  of  Commodore  Stewart  to  this  second 
letter  from  the  oflScers? 

Ans.  Yes.     (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  17.)     That  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  received  by  mc. 

Qties.  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you.  Is  that  your  reply  to  the  commodore,  and  the  annexed  the 
answer  received  from  him? 

Ans.  Yes.     (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  18  and  19.) 

Other  papers  on  the  subject  were  then  read,  annexed,  and  marked  20,  21,  and  22. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

TnuRSDAy,  August  25,  1825. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court,  the 
judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Lieutenant  Mayo  being  again  called: 

Question.  What  do  you  know  in  relation  to  a  Spaniard,  named  Madrid,  who  was  on  board  the  Franklin? 

Ansiver.  A  man  named  Madrid,  as  I  have  since  understood,  went  in  the  Franklin  from  Callao  to  Quilca. 
I  saw  him  on  board;  I  do  not  know  how  he  came  on  board,  or  went  on  shore,  or  whether  the  fact  was  or  was 
not  known  to  the  commodore.  I  had  seen  him  at  Callao  before  he  came  on  board.  He  was  in  conversation 
with  Mrs.  Stewart.  It  was  a  few  days  before  we  sailed.  He  appeard  to  be  urging  Mrs.  Stewart  to  let  him 
come  on  board.  She  appeared  anxious  not  to  do  so;  to  get  rid  of  him.  He  reminded  her  of  some  person, 
a  lady,  in  Lima.  Mrs.  Stewart  inquired  of  me  whether  I  did  not  want  a  servant,  and  whether  I  would 
not  take  him  in  that  capacity.  This  I  declined,  being  already  supplied;  he  was  not  dressed  either  as  an 
officer  or  a  gentleman;  he  was  in  the  common  clothes  of  the  country;  I  do  not  know  by  what  title  she 
addressed  him;  I  took  no  interest  or  part  in  the  conversation,  until  I  was  spoken  to.     Mrs.  Stewart  repre- 


1826.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COUETS- MARTIAL.  507 

sented  him  as  a  poor  man,  who  wished  to  leave  the  country  to  join  his  family  at  the  Intermedios.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  report  was  made  to  the  commodore  of  these  facts,  or  that  the  man  was  on  board.  As 
second  lieutenant,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention,  and  did  it  at  one  time  at  the  mess  table,  in  the 
presence  of  Lieutenant  Hunter.  I  knew  he  was  acquainted  with  the  fact.  I  remarked  there  was  such  a 
man  on  board,  and  it  was  as  well  it  should  be  known  who  he  was;  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  communi- 
cation, and  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  fact  was  generally  known  on  board  the  ship.  1  had  a  conversation 
with  Mrs.  Stewart  on  the  subject,  after  he  had  left  the  ship,  and  stated  to  her  what  the  consequences 
might  have  been,  had  I  taken  the  man  as  my  servant.  I  also  stated  what  the  consequences  might  be  to 
Commodore  Stewart.  She  stated  that  he  then  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  expressed  a  hope  he  might  never 
hear  of  it. 

John  Downes,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and 
examined  by  consent,  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  .Have  you  commanded  an  American  ship-of-war  on  the  Pacific,  and  when? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  frigate  Macedonian  in  the  Pacific,  from  1818  to  1821. 

Ques.  Is  it  customary  for  our  ships,  as  well  as  others,  to  give  passage  at  their  pleasure  to  persons 
going  from  one  port  to  another,  in  the  course  of  cruise? 

Ans.  Yes;  provided  they  did  not  belong  to  either  of  the  belligerents.  My  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment were,  not  to  take  of  either  party;  they  were  otherwise  without  restriction. 

Ques.  Is  it  customary  for  our  ships,  as  well  as  others,  to  take  bullion  and  specie  on  board,  for  deposit 
or  transportation,  and  to  receive  a  per  centage  therefor? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Is  it  customary  for  our  ships  to  permit  their  men  to  work  for  other  vessels,  American  or  foreign, 
receiving  compensation  therefor?  also,  to  furnish  American  vessels  with  rigging  or  other  materials  they 
may  stand  in  need  of,  taking  compensation  therefor?     Have  you  done  so? 

Ans.  It  is  customary  to  allow  the  hands  to  work  as  mentioned  in  the  question;  on  one  occasion  I 
furnished  aid  to  a  vessel  which  required  some  articles;  they  could  not  be  procured  in  the  port  at  which 
she  was,  and  she  could  not  sail  without  them.  I  took  a  bill  in  payment  on  the  owners,  which  I  forwarded 
to  the  Navy  Department.  The  vessel  which  I  thus  supplied  was  the  brig  Macedonian,  Captain  Eliphalet 
Smith.  The  articles  furnished  were  standing  rigging;  cannot  say  how  much.  I  considered  it  tlie  duty 
of  the  commander  of  an  American  man-of-war  to  supply  vessels  in  all  seas,  and  on  all  occasions,  with 
articles  of  indispensable  necessity  which  cannot  be  procured  from  the  shore. 

Ques.  Have  you  taken  money  or  bullion  on  board  your  ship  from  the  shore  by  your  own  boats? 
Was  this  done  at  night,  and  why? 

Ans.  I  have  taken  it  on  board  between  sundown  and  dark.  My  reason  was  that  it  had  arrived  at 
that  time  at  Molliendo  from  Arequipa;  there  was  no  place  of  security  in  which  to  deposit  it  on  shore;  it 
would  have  been  in  danger  of  being  stolen  on  shore,  and  I  therefore  sent  my  boats  to  bring  it  off. 

Lieut.  Ogden  again  called  by  the  judge  advocate: 

Question.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  the  circumstances  under  which  you  signed  the  papers 
read  yesterday? 

Answer.  The  first  application  to  the  commodore  was  suggested  to  me,  I  think,  by  Doctor  Salter.  My 
reasons  were  that  I  considered  the  situation  of  Mr.  Sands  as  a  very  uncomfortable  one;  and  as  the  object 
of  his  close  confinement  was  stated  by  Commodore  Stewart  to  be  to  preserve  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  ship,  I  thought  that  an  application  of  that  kind  from  us  would  convince  Commodore  Stewart  that  no 
unfriendly  feelings  existed  on  the  part  of  the  officers  generally  towards  Lieut.  Sands,  and  that  it  was  not 
necessary,  on  our  account,  but  as  he  construed  our  motives  into  disrespect  and  interference  with  our 
duty,  I  gave  my  consent  to  the  second  paper,  as  an  explanation  of  our  motives.  As  that  also  appeared 
to  fail  of  its  object,  I  was  willing,  rather  than  it  should  be  thought  that  I  designed  to  treat  my  com- 
mander with  disrespect,  to  cancel  the  whole  by  withdrawing  my  name;  not  from  any  change  of  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  what  I  had  done,  or  that  the  situation  of  Mr.  Sands  did  not  require  such  an  exer- 
tion on  the  part  of  his  friends. 

Ques.  Had  Lieut.  Sands  been  tried  before  a  court-martial  upon  the  charges  of  misconduct  alleged 
against  him  by  Commodore  Stewart  and  Lieut.  Hammersley,  mentioned  in  the  paper  read  yesterday, 
addressed  by  the  commodore  to  the  officers  of  the  ward  room? 

Ans.  He  had  been  tried  upon  the  charges  of  Lieut.  Hammersley,  and  many  of  those  which  were 
mentioned  in  the  communication  of  the  commodore.     I  was  a  witness  on  his  trial. 

Ques.  How  long  before  his  trial  in  April  did  the  alleged  violation  of  his  arrest  occur,  when  he 
accompanied  the  expedition  against  the  Quintanilla? 

Ans.  It  occurred  some  months  before,  I  think  in  January  previous.  It  appeared  from  Commodore 
Stewart's  letter,  however,  that  he  did  not  know  of  it  until  after  the  trial. 

Ques.  Did  you  know  the  result  of  that  court-martial  when  you  signed  the  papers  alluded  to? 

-4ns.  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now. 

Ques.  In  the  note  from  Commodore  Stewart  to  you  it  appears  he  indicated  a  wish  to  have  a  conver- 
sation with  you  on  the  subject  of  Lieut.  Sands;  was  such  conversation  had,  and  what  was  the  result  of  it? 

Ans.  I  did  call  on  Commodore  Stewart  in  consequence  of  that  letter;  the  result  of  the  conversation 
I  had  with  him  was,  that  he  refused  to  grant  Lieut.  Sands  any  extension  of  his  limits,  unless  he  would 
comply  unequivocally  with  the  pledge  he  had  required  of  him.  There  was  no  new  ofler  made.  Commo- 
dore Stewart  requested,  in  the  conversation  with  me,  that  Lieut.  Sands  should  surrender  his  right  of  self- 
defence  into  his  hands;  that  he,  as  the  commanding  officer,  was  alone  entitled  to  judge  in  such  a  case. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Did  Commodore  Stewart  require  any  pledge  from  Lieut.  Hammersley,  and  what 
pledge  did  Lieut.  Hammersley  give? 

Ans.  I  know  of  none;  Commodore  Stewart  told  me  that  he  likewise  considered  Lieutenant  Hammersley 
culpable,  and  that  if  he  had  had  officers  enough  on  board  his  ship,  he  would  have  arrested  him  also. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

_  Question.  Was  not  Lieutenant  Sands,  at  the  time  of  your  statement,  then  and  afterwards  during  our 
cruise,  making  full  and  free  use  of  the  upper  gun  deck,  at  his  own  discretion  and  responsibility? 

Answer.  He  was  allowed  the  use  of  the  main  deck  by  a  construction  which  he  gave  to  the  letter  of 
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the  commodore,  read  yesterday;  after  that  he  did  walk  the  main  deck,  which  he  had  not  done  before,  for 
exercise.     I  know  of  no  particular  order  on  the  subject. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  After  such  enlargement  of  his  limits  did  Lieut.  Sands  have  any  quar- 
rel with  Lieut.  Hammersley  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Franklin? 

^)!.s.  None  that  I  know  of 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Was  Lieut.  Sands  strictly  confined  to  his  room  with  a  sentinel  placed  over 
him? 

Ans.  There  was  no  sentinel  at  his  door;  so  far  as  I  know  he  confined  himself  to  his  room  as  strictly 
as  if  there  had  been  a  sentinel. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Was  Lieut.  Sands  permitted  to  go  on  the  upper  gun  deck  for  his  necessary 
occasions,  and  at  his  discretion,  or  was  he  first  obliged  to  obtain  leave,  and  was  such  his  practice? 

Ans.  He  was  permitted  to  go  at  his  discretion,  and  was  not  obliged  to  obtain  leave,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  Was  complaint  made  of  Lieut.  Hammersley  to  Commodore  Stewart  by  Lieut. 
Sands  or  any  other  person? 

Ans.  Mr.  Sands,  in  his  letter  to  the  commodore,  stated  Lieut.  Hammersley  to  be  the  aggressor;  no 
other  complaint  was  made  that  I  know  of. 

Joshua  R.  Sands,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  ordered  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  October,  1823,  to  confine  myself  to  limits,  by  an  order 
communicated  to  me  by  Lieut.  John  Harris,  of  the  marines,  from  Commodore  Stewart.  I  was  ordered  to 
confine  myself  to  the  ward  room,  with  permission  to  go  forward  on  the  main  deck  to  obey  the  calls  of 
nature.  On  the  following  day,  Lieut.  Hammersley  ordered  me  to  confine  mj'self  to  my  state  room.  The 
order  was  given  me  to  go,  and  Lieut.  Harris  was  ordered  to  enforce  it.  I  was  informed  by  the  officer  of 
marines,  who  I  requested  to  inform  the  commodore  of  the  order  of  Lieut.  Hammersley,  that  this  order  was 
sanctioned  by  him.  Shortly  after  my  confinement,  perhaps  an  hour  or  two,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
commodore  on  the  subject,  dated  October  9th,  1823.  My  first  letter  was  previous  to  my  close  confine- 
ment, but  on  the  same  day.  To  my  letter  of  the  9th,  after  being  ordered  to  my  room,  I  received  no  reply; 
I  addressed  another  on  the  following  day,  which  was  made  the  subject  of  a  charge  on  which  I  was  tried. 
Norhing  occurred  further  for  two  or  three  days.  A  Qourt  of  inquiry  was  ordered,  composed  of  Lieuten- 
ants Hunter,  Henry  and  Ridgeway,  which  met  to  investigate  the  subject.  On  the  second  or  third  day  of 
their  proceedings,  I  had  occasion  to  complain  that  a  fair  record  was  not  kept,  and  informed  them  that  I 
should  enter  my  protest  against  the  proceedings.  This  protest  was  made  and  entered,  followed  by  one 
from  the  judge  advocate,  Lieut.  Grimes,  of  the  marines.  He  stated  he  was  compelled  also  to  enter  his 
protest.  The  court  then  did  not  meet  for  several  days.  The  reason  assigned  was  the  indisposition  of 
Lieut.  Hunter.  In  the  interval,  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  October,  1823,  Commodore 
Stewart  addressed  me  the  following  letter,  (marked  — .)  This  was  the  night  of  the  day  that  it  was  dis- 
covered or  publicly  made  known  that  Madrid  had  been  secreted  in  the  pantry.  I  took  the  feelings  of  the 
commodore  into  consideration,  and  observed  that  under  the  circumstances  I  would  write  something  sooth- 
ing to  the  old  man,  or  the  commodore,  and  wrote  him  an  answer,  (marked  — .)  I  conceived  that  I  had 
in  this  letter  given  up  as  much  as  the  commodore  could  in  justice  ask  of  me,  or  as  I  could  in  honor  give. 
On  the  following  day  I  was  much  disappointed  at  receiving  the  annexed  communication  from  the  commo- 
dore, not  doubting  that  my  letter  to  him  would  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  him.  (Read,  annexed, 
and  marked  — .)  To  this  I  wrote  the  following  reply.  (Read,  annexed,  and  marked — .)  To  this  I  received 
a  reply  of  the  same  date.  (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  — .)  This  was  followed  by  mine  to  the  commodore 
of  the  20th.     (Read,  annexed,  and  marked  — .) 

About  the  date  of  this  last  letter,  through  Lieutenants  Grimes  and  Goldsborough,  something  like 
an  offer  was  made  to  free  me  from  all  my  difficulties,  if  I  would  agree  to  settle  my  differences  with 
Lieutenant  Hamersley — the  commodore  representing  to  them  the  good  feelings  he  entertained  towards 
me;  that  he  considered  me  as  an  officer  of  promise,  and  that  all  that  was  necessary  for  me  was  to  settle 
my  differences  with  Lieutenant  Hammersley.  To  this  I  paid  no  attention.  I  was  informed,  a  number 
of  days  having  intervened  without  any  business  being  done  before  the  court,  that  it  would  again 
assemble,  as  Lieut.  Hunter  was  a  good  deal  better.  I  prepared  to  appeal  before  it.  I  was  then  informed 
that  Lieut.  Henrj'  had  got  suddenly  unwell,  and  that  the  court  would  not  meet  on  that  account.  A  few 
hours  after,  I  saw  Lieut.  Henry  come  on  board,  perfectly  well,  to  all  appearance.  I  directed  my  servant 
to  make  my  respects  to  Lieut.  Henry,  and  say  I  was  happy  to  find  he  was  so  soon  recovered  from  his 
sickness.  He  immediately  came  down  into  my  room,  and  took  a  seat.  I  addressed  him  with  remarking 
upon  my  unpleasant  situation,  my  anxiety  to  proceed  with  the  investigation,  and  asked  him  how  it  hap- 
pened that  he  was  so  unwell  in  the  morning,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  as  well  as  I  ever  saw  him  in  my  life. 
He  made  some  trifling  excuses,  of  which  I  told  him  I  doubted  the  truth.  This  was  the  only  quarrel  I  ever 
had  with  him.  The  court  of  inquiry  met  the  ensuing  day,  and  finished  their  proceedings,  and  the  result 
of  which  I  have  never  heard. 

A  few  days  after,  I  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  charges  and  specifications,  with  an  order  to  observe 
the  same  limits  to  which  I  had  been  confined  some  time  previous,  with  the  privilege  of  going  forward  on 
the  main  deck  to  attend  to  the  calls  of  nature.  From  that  period,  (which  was  in  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber or  beginning  of  November,  1823,)  until  April,  1824—1  think  about  the  13th— I  heard  nothing  more 
from  Com.  Stewart;  but  observed  the  limits,  with  but  one  exception.  On  the  13th  April,  I  addressed  a 
letter  of  Cum.  Stewart.  I  do  not  recollect  receiving  any  answer  to  this  communication.  I  was  then 
informed  by  Mr.  Tudor,  acting  judge  advocate,  that  a  court-martial  would  assemble,  before  which  I 
appeared  on  the  same  day.  The  court  proceeded  to  business.  I  objected  to  the  judge  advocate,  which 
objections  were  sustained  by  the  court,  and  he  was  set  aside.  About  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court.  Captain  Isaac  Hull  received  a  letter,  whereupon  the  court  was  cleared.  On  the  opening  of  the 
court,  I  discovered  that  a  member  of  the  court,  to  whom  I  had  likewise  objected,  had,  as  well  as  the  judge 
advocate,  resumed  their  seats. 

I  was  remanded  to  my  confinement,  after  appearing  before  the  court,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  Com. 
Stewart  on  the  subject,  (read,  annexed,  and  marked  — ,)  to  which  I  received  the  answer  also  read  and 
annexed.  At  this  time,  I  had  appeared  before  the  court  and  pleaded  to  the  charges.  After  a  few  days,  I 
again  appeared  before  the  court,  again  pleaded  to  the  charges,  and  the  investigation  took  place.  After 
the  trial  was  completed,  we  sailed  for  Valparaiso.     On  the  28d  May  ensuing,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Com. 
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Stewart,  (read,  annexed,  and  marked  — .)  To  tins  I  received  no  reply.  On  the  4tli  June,  I  again 
addressed  a  letter  to  him.  In  the  interim,  a  letter  was  addressed  by  the  ofiScer.s  to  the  commodore, 
requesting  an  extension  of  my  limits.  Doctor  Salter  also  addressed  the  commodore.  The  doctor  informed 
me  of  the  result  of  his  communication,  whether  by  letter  or  not  I  do  not  know.  I  addressed  him  a  letter. 
On  June  4th,  after  these  circumstances,  I  again  wrote  to  the  commodore.  (Read,  annexed,  and  marked — .) 
Prior  to  this,  I  should  have  related  that  on  the  10th  May  the  commodore  addressed  me  a  letter,  (read, 
annexed,  and  marked  — ,)  covering  the  charges  and  specifications.  On  these  charges  I  was  tried  by  a 
court,  after  my  arrival  in  the  United  States.  At  or  about  the  time  of  the  application  of  the  officers  for 
my  enlargement,  Lieut.  Harris  waited  on  me,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  waited  on  Com.  Stewart,  to 
ascertain  whether  he  was  correct  in  his  understanding  of  my  orders  and  the  limits  assigned  me. 

In  reply  to  my  last  letter  to  Com.  Stewart,  I  received  one  from  H.  G.  Ward,  the  commodore's  secretary. 
About  this  time,  an  enlargement  of  my  limits  took  place,  so  far  that  in  going  forward  to  obey  the  calls  of 
nature,  on  the  main  deck,  from  the  construction  which  Com.  Stewart  put  upon  this  expression,  it  appeared 
that  exercise  was  included,  which  I  had  never  before  understood.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  availed 
myself  of  the  main  deck  to  take  exercise,  and  remained  under  these  circumstances  until  my  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  having  been  nearly  eleven  months  confined.  I  was  on  shore  at  Valparaiso  on^the  7th  October, 
1823,  when  I  received  an  order  from  the  commodore  to  come  on  board,  to  which  order  I  replied  by  a  note 
of  the  same  day.  I  was  under  obligations  of  a  personal  nature  to  remain  on  shore;  they  grew  out  of  the 
dispute  with  Lieutenant  Hammersley.  I  remained  on  shore  till  morning,  when  I  was  infoi'med  by  Lieu- 
tenant Harris  that  Commodore  Stewart  had  directed  him  to  bring  me  on  board  by  force  should  it  be 
necessary.  Understanding  from  Lieutenant  Harris  that  circumstances  dispensed  with  my  obligation  to 
remain,  I  consented  to  go.  He  remained  where  he  was,  after  receiving  my  promise  to  go  on  board,  which 
I  did  immediately,  and  went  to  the  limits  that  were  assigned  me  by  Lieutenant  Harris  when  he  came  on 
board  sli^rtly  after.  This  was  on  the  8th,  and  on  the  following  day  I  wrote  the  first  letter  mentioned  in 
my  testimony. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  Were  you  on  the  surgeon's  sick  report  at  any  time  dm-ing  your  arrest,  and  if 
so,  for  what  period? 

Ans.  I  was  not  on  the  surgeon's  sick  report,  that  I  know  of;  I  consulted  him  frequently,  as  I  was 
much  troubled  with  rheumatism  and  toothache.  He  was  frequently  in  mj  room;  spoke  of  my  health,  but 
no  formal  complaint  was  made  by  me. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

Ques.  Were  you  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  sentinel  at  any  time  during  your  arrest  and  suspension, 
and  did  you  not  have  free  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the  gun  decks? 

Ans.  No  sentinel  was  placed  over  me.  I  had  free  egress  and  ingress  to  go  forward  to  obey  the  calls 
of  nature;  nothing  more,  as  I  xmderstood.  In  these  walks  I  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  meeting  Lieu- 
tenant Hammersley,  and  no  difficulty  occurred. 

Ques.  What  has  been  Commodore  Stewart's  general  temper  and  conduct  to  his  officers  and  men?  Has 
it  been  marked  with  cruelty  and  oppression? 

Ans.  No;  on  the  contrary,  as  regards  myself,  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  received  a  censure 
or  reprimand  from  him  for  two  years  previous,  excepting  that  he  once  reprimanded  me  for  swearing  on  duty. 

Ques.  State,  if  you  please,  what  was  the  circumstance  of  a  personal  nature  which  induced  you  to  dis- 
obey Commodore  Stewart's  order  to  go  on  board  on  the  Ith  October. 

Ans.  I  had  gone  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  a  duel  with  Lieutenant  Hammersley;  it  had  not 
been  terminated,  and  I  had  stated  to  Lieutenants  Ogden  and  Harris  that  I  would  not  go  on  board  ship 
until  it  was  terminated.  We  had  met  once,  the  affair  was  undecided,  and  we  were  to  have  met  again  the 
following  morning. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Fmday,  August  26. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.     The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Lieutenant  Sands  again  called: 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  Did  you  go  oil  shore  at  Valparaiso  on  the  7th  October,  in  consequence 
of  a  challenge  from  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  and  when  you  parted  did  he  promise  to  meet  you  again  on 
the  following  morning? 

Ans.  I  went  on  shore  in  consequence  of  a  challenge  received  by  me  from  him,  and  when  we  parted 
the  understanding  was  that  we  were  to  meet  again  the  following  morning. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  You  have  stated  that  you  kept  your  limits  with  but  one  exception:  what 
occasion  do  you  refer  to? 

Ans.  I  refer  to  my  going  in  the  boats  on  the  expedition  after  the  piratical  vessel,  the  Quintanilla, 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  charge  against  me. 

Louis  M.  Goldsborough,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness  produced  and  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the 
Franklin;  llic  lirst  year  of  the  cruise  I  was  a  midshipman,  the  residue  of  the  cruise  I  was  an  acting  lieu- 
tenant; CnmiiKidore  Stewart  on  one  occasion  at  Callao,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  came  to  me,  I  was 
then  officer  of  the  watch,  and  told  me  he  wanted  some  money  put  on  board  the  brig  Cora,  and  ordered  me 
to  strike  the  money  into  the  boat,  the  cutter  alongside.  He  also  ordered  me  to  select  a  trusty  midship- 
man to  send  with  the  money;  the  time  occupied  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  so  that  it  was  near 
twelve  o'clock  when  it  was  completed.  I  had  sent  for  a  midshipman  and  he  was  rather  long  in  coming; 
Mr.  Hammersley  had  by  this  time  relieved  my  watch;  as  the  commodore  had  expressed  a  desire  to  get  the 
money  on  board  as  quick  as  possible,  I  myself  went  with  the  boat;  by  tlie  time  I  got  alongside,  the 
brig. was  lying  to;  I  commenced  putting  the  money  on  board  of  her;  when  I  had  partly  completed 
discharging  the  money,  a  patriot  armed  boat  came  near  and  inquired  what  vessel  it  was,  wliat  slie  was 
doing;  the  captain  asked  me  what  he  was  to  reply.  I  told  him  to  exercise  his  own  judgment;  that 
so  long  as  I  had  that  money  to  put  on  board  he  should  not  be  interfered  with,  but  that  I  could 
not  afford  him  protection  any  longer.  The  brig  was  hailed  by  the  ofificcr  in  the  boat,  and  the  cap- 
tain's  reply    was,    "Don't    come   on   board."      The   officer   said   he   was   a   pah-iot    man-of-war   boat, 
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and  had  come  off  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  what  she  was 
doing.  The  captain  of  the  brig  replied,  "I  don't  care  who  the  hell  you  are,  you  shall  not  come  on 
board  my  vessel."  By  this  time  the  boat  had  drifted  round  to  the  same  side  of  the  brig  where  the  boat  of 
the  Franklin  was,  and  seeing  the  man  in  the  boat  did  not  make  any  further  inquiry,  but  passed  closely 
under  the  stern  of  the  brig,  and,  as  the  moon  was  shining,  he  saw  her  name,  and  observed,  "It  is  the  Cora, 
of  Baltimore:  I'll  soon  fix  you."  He  then  pulled  towards  the  shore.  What  he  did  afterwards  I  do  not 
know.  I  completed  putting  the  money  on  board,  and  .left  the  brig.  A  day  or  two  after  Commodore 
Stewart  sent  for  me  in  the  poop  cabin,  and  informed  me  that  a  complaint  had  been  made  by  the  patriot 
government,  of  our  boats  having  interfered  with  one  of  their  revenue  boats;  he  asked  me  what  had 
transpired,  and  I  told  him,  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  what  I  have  related  to  the  court.  The  Cora  was 
under  waj'  when  I  received  the  orders  to  carry  the  money  on  board  her.  Callao  was  then  in  possession 
of  the  patriots.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Cora  was  bound ;  they  stated  to  me  that  she  was  bound  to  the 
United  States.  I  know  of  no  other  instance  of  putting  money  on  board  vessels  at  night,  nor  any  in  which 
it  was  sent  to  them  after  they  had  got  under  way.  I  know  instances  in  which  money  has  been  brought 
on  board  at  night,  and  also  about  the  persons  of  individuals.  While  lying  at  Quilca,  I  think  some 
time  in  the  year  1823,  I  was  sent  out  in  one  of  the  boats,  just  as  the  dark  had  set  in,  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  up  the  coast.  Lieut.  Henry  and  Capt.  Smith  were  both  in  the  boat;  we  went  into  a  small 
cove,  where  we  found  some  mules  laden  with  gold  and  silver,  which  was  placed  in  our  boat  and  carried 
on  board  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  at  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  caravan  of  mules 
had  arrived  before  us  at  the  place  some  short  time.  There  were  three  of  the  people  of  the  country  there 
at  the  time.  I  did  not  get  out  of  the  boat;  Capt.  Smith  and  Mr.  Henry  got  out.  This  is  the  only  instance 
of  the  kind  within  my  knowledge;  I  did  not  see  the  commodore  on  our  arrival,  and  made  no  report  myself 
on  the  subject;  Capt.  Smith  appeared  to  have  the  management  of  it.  I  have  several  times  seen  individuals 
bring  money  on  board  concealed  about  their  bodies.  I  cannot  enumerate  the  occasions;  it  happened 
repeatedly,  and  I  know  such  money  was  received  by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  first  lieutenant;  on  one  occasion  I 
was  the  ofiicer  of  the  deck,  when  two  persons  came  on  board  with  money  round  their  bodij,  under  their 
pantaloons.  They  went  into  the  poop  cabin;  Commodore  Stewart  was  then  there  and  saw  the  manner  in 
which  the  money  was  concealed,  and  immediately  ordered  me  to  send  them  out  of  the  ship,  and  he  would 
not  receive  the  money.  I  know  of  no  instance  in  which  Commodore  Stewart  knew  that  money  was 
brought  on  board  in  this  manner,  in  which  he  authorized  it;  I  do  not  recollect  whether  these  persons 
were  people  of  the  country  or  Americans;  I  think  the  former.  It  occurred  at  Callao,  when  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  patriots.  I  communicated  to  Lieutenant  Sands  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  Commodore 
Stewart  on  the  subject  of  his  confinement.  Commodore  Stewart  observed  to  me  one  day,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  that  he  regretted  having  confined  him,  and  spoke  of  him  very  flatteringly  as  a  fine  young 
man.  This  is  what  I  stated  to  Mr.  Sands.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  being  said  about  the  controversy 
with  Lieutenant  Hammersly.  By  the  expression  of  Commodore  Stewart,  regretting  having  confined  Mr. 
Sands,  I  mean  he  regretted  the  necessity  of  confining  him.  Commodore  Stewart  always  treated  me 
kindly,  and  I  think  his  conduct  towards  his  ofScers,  in  general,  was  unusually  kind;  he  allowed  them 
indulgences  which  were  not  customary. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Ques.  Had  you  any  orders  or  directions  from  Commodore  Stewart  to  afi'ord  protection  to  the  Cora 
when  you  put  the  money  on  board? 

Ans.  No;  my  orders  were  to  have  the  money  put  on  board  merely. 

Qitea.  When  examined  by  Commodore  Stewart  in  the  poop  cabin  on  the  subject  of  the  Cora,  was  it 
not  in  the  presence  of  a  patriot  officer? 

Ans.  I  think  it  was  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  who  had  brought  the  complaint.  I  do  not  think  I 
remained  in  the  cabin  after  having  made  iny  communication  to  the  Commodore,  and  heard  nothing  of 
their  conversation. 

Ques.  Were  you  the  officer  of  the  deck  when  four  large  boxes  were  brought  on  board  the  Franklin 
at  Callao,  said  to  contain  gold,  silver  and  jewelry?         Did  Captain  Stewart  turn  them  away? 

Ans.  I  was.  I  think  it  occurred  about  the  same  time  that  the  Cora  sailed,  though  I  will  not  be  posi- 
tive. A  gentleman,  by  the  name  of  George,  calling  himself  an  Italian,  brought  some  large  boxes  along- 
side, and  asked  me  to  receive  them  on  board;  I  sent  down  and  informed  the  first  lieutenant  of  tlie  circum- 
stance, who  sent  me  up  word  to  receive  them.  The  man  that  brought  them  alongside  told  me  that  they 
contained  plate.  I  commenced  striking  them  on  board.  When  I  got  two  or  three  boxes  on  deck,  Com- 
modore Stewart  came  out  of  his  cabin,  and  asked  me  what  boxes  those  were;  I  told  him  that  the  man 
stated  to  me  that  they  contained  silver  plate,  and  that  I  had  Mr.  Hunter's  directions  to  receive  them. 
He  looked  at  the  boxes;  said  they  could  not  contain  silver;  they  were  too  large.  The  man  replied  that 
they  did,  that  he  would  assure  him  they  contained  nothing  else.  If  I  recollect  right,  he  told  the  commo- 
dore he  would  give  him  two  per  cent,  if  he  would  receive  them  on  board.  The  commodore  told  him  he 
should  do  no  such  thing,  and  ordered  them  back  in  the  boats,  which  was  done,  and  they  were  sent  away. 

Alexander  Hamilton  Hopkinson,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  a  midshipman  on 
board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific.  One  evening  at  Quilca,  the  last  time,  I  think, 
we  were  there,  I  went  on  shore  in  the  gig  with  Midshipman  Porter;  we  landed  in  a  cove  by  the  custom 
house,  about  eight  o'clock;  waited  there  until  about  eleven  at  night.  An  officer,  or  one  that  I  was 
informed  was  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  army,  then  told  me  the  money  was  ready,  and  I  sent  tiie  boat's 
crew  up  into  the  store — there  commonly  called  the  custom-house  store — they  brought  the  money  down, 
and  put  it  in  the  boat.  We  got  on  board  the  ship  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  That  is  the 
only  occasion  on  which  I  ever  carried  money  on  board  at  night.  I  believe  it  was  plata  pina,  not  dollars. 
I  do  not  know  to  whom  the  orders  were  given;  they  were  to  Mr.  Porter;  I  went  as  officer  of  the  boat. 
The  evening  before  we  entered  Callao  the  first  time,  I  think  on  the  last  day  of  July,  the  ship  being  about 
eight  miles  from  St.  Lorenzo,  I  received  orders  from  Mr.  Hunter  to  go  on  board  the  Canton,  and  carry  a 
number  of  goods  which  were  on  board  her,  and  deposit  them  on  board  the  Peruvian;  to  tell  Mr.  Cox  to 
be  very  careful  of  them;  to  put  them  down  in  the  cabin,  as  they  were  very  likely  to  be  injured.  I  went 
on  board  the  Canton,  got  the  goods — there  were  two  boat  loads  of  them,  I  think  ten  bales  and  two  boxes — 
and  put  them  on  board  the  Peruvian;  I  then  returned  on  board  the  Franklin,  when  Mr.  Hunter  directed 
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nie  to  go  again  on  board  the  Canton  and  tell  Mr.  O'Sullivan  Commodore  Stewart  wi.shed  to  see  him;  to 
tell  hiiii  to  bring  (Hi  buai'd  some  blank  bills  of  lading;  I  went  and  brought  Captain  O'Sullivan,  who  car- 
ried with  him  mi  Imard  the  Franklin  a  box  marked  private  papers;  about  eleven  o'clock  I  left  the  ship  to 
carry  Captain  O'Sullivan  again  on  board  the  Canton,  with  orders  from  Mr.  Hunter  to  direct  Mr.  Ward  to 
bring  on  board  the  book  of  samples  of  goods  that  were  on  board  the  Peruvian;  Mr.  Ward  had  a  paste- 
board box  which  he  passed  into  the  boat,  also  a  writing  desk;  I  took  them  to  the  Franklin  with  Mr. 
Ward;  the  Canton  then  filled  away  and  stood  otf  from  the  shore;  we  got  into  Callao  next  day.  I  never 
knew  an  instance  of  Mr.  Smith  being  employed  to  board  vessels,  or  perform  the  duty  of  officers  on  board 
the  Franklin.  The  Peruvian,  at  the  time  the  goods  were  thus  placed  on  board  her,  was  in  tow  astern  of 
the  Franklin;  she  had  her  standing  rigging  on;  Mr.  Coxa  was  on  board  with  a  number  of  carpenters. 
AVhen  we  went  for  the  money  at  Quilca,  on  our  landing,  the  officer,  who  was  called  a  captain,  told  us  the 
money  had  not  come  down;  he  asked  us  into  the  colonel's  quarters,  where  we  remained  until  he  informed 
us  it  had  arrived  and  was  ready. 

John  Redman  Coxe,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her 
late  cruise  in  the  Pacific,  in  the  capacity  of  a  midshipman.  I  think  sometime  in  June  or  July,  1822,  I 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Peruvian  at  Quilca,  and  from  there  to  Callao,  and  continued  on  beard  for 
some  weeks  at  Callao.  Off  Callao  there  were  a  number  of  bales,  perhaps  eight  or  ten,  and  some  boxes, 
received  on  board  from  Mr.  Hopkinson,  with  orders  from  Mr.  Hunter  to  take  particular  charge  of  them: 
to  place  them  in  the  cabin,  as  they  were  very  valuable.  They  remained  on  board  during  the  whole 
time  that  I  continued  in  charge  of  the  vessel.  I  was  relieved  in  charge  of  the  vessel  by  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  on  my  telling  him  there  were  certain  goods  on  board  the  vessel  which  he  was  to  take  charge  of, 
he  replied,  he  did  not  know  they  were  there;  he  did  not  see  them,  and  would  have  nothing  to  do^with 
them.  I  informed  Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Henry  of  it,  and  tliey  said,  very  well.  Mr.  Henry  took  charge  of 
the  vessel  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  perhaps  a  few  hours.  One  of  the  packages  broke  open  one 
evening;  I  believe  it  contained  silk  stockings;  it  was  a  small  box  which  I  kept  in  the  cabin,  the  others 
were  all  large.  I,  on  one  occasion,  brought  off  at  Quilca,  in  the  night,  a  quantity  of  money;  I  had  charge 
of  the  boat;  I  believe  Mr.  Henry  was  along;  I  think  Mr.  Marshal  was  one  of  the  officers  of  a  boat-  I 
found  Capt.  Smith  there  on  the  beach,  where  the  mules  were;  the  night  was  dark;  I  think  it  was  about 
six  or  eight  miles  to  the  southward  of  Quilca. 

John  Blight,  a  gunner  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and 
interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific,  and  in  what 
capacity? 

Ansioer.  I  was  on  board,  as  gunner. 

Ques.  Did  you  carefully  and  regularly  inspect  the  guns  of  that  vessel,  and  in  what  state  were  they 
kept? 

Ans.  It  was  done  regularly  and  constantly;  they  were  kept  in  a  good  state,  everything  that  was 
required  of  them. 

Ques.  Had  any  of  them,  on  your  return  to  New  York,  the  same  loads  which  they  carried  out? 

Ans.  Yes;  the  three  after  guns  on  each  side.  They  were  regularly  examined,  and  the  powder 
returned  to  the  magazine. 

Ques.  How  frequently  were  the  crew  exercised  at  general  quarters  during  the  cruise? 

Ans.  I  will  not  be  positive — either  two  or  three  times:  once  at  New  York  before  we  left  there;  once 
afterwards,  I  cannot  say  whether  at  sea  or  in  port. 

Ques.  Were  they  frequently  exercised  by  divisions? 

Ans.  Yes;  verj-  often,  almost  every  day  when  the  weather  would  permit. 

Ques.  During  your  cruise,  were  there  any  musket  cartridges  or  other  articles  drawn  from  the  Franklin 
and  sent  to  the  Canton? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  What  were  they,  and  on  what  occasions? 

Ans.  There  were  300  musket  cartridges  sent  at  one  time;  on  the  26th  July,  1822,  there  were  seventy 
sent  at  Quilca;  on  the  1st  December,  in  the  same  year,  one  hundred  priming  tulies  at  Quilca,  six  priming 
wires  and  one  bit,  six  pounds  of  match  rope;  there  were  also  some  feet  and  hand  iron  shackles  sent  ou 
board. 

Ques.  How  were  these  articles  entered  on  your  books? 

Ans.  They  were  not  entered  as  expended,  nor  as  sent  to  the  Canton. 

Ques.  Were  they  ever  returned  or  replaced? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  Upon  whose  requisition  were  they  drawn? 

Ans.  They  were  drawn  by  a  verbal  requisition  from  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Hunter. 

Ques.   (By  the  court.)     Who  directed  you  not  to  enter  them  as  expended? 

Ans.  Mr.  Hunter.  The  cartridges  of  the  Canton  were  too  large  for  her  muskets,  and  these  were 
sent  with  the  expectation  they  would  be  replaced  by  some  from  the  Canton. 

Ques.  Was  this  order  from  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  first  occasion  when  they  were  sent  or  the  second? 

Ans.  I  went  to  him  on  Saturday,  when  I  was  to  make  my  returns,  on  both  occasions,  and  this  was 
what  he  told  me. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused. 

Ques.  Were  all  the  articles  from  your  department,  sent  to  the  Peruviano  and  Waterwitch,  returned 
to  you  on  these  vessels  being  put  out  of  service? 

Ans.  They  were;  all  the  armament  and  ammunition  was  returned.  I  gave  a  receipt  for  it  to  Lieut. 
Henry. 

Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  a  midshipman  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according 
to  law  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says: 
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I  was  on  board  the  Franklin,  during  part  of  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific,  as  midshipman.  I  was  on 
board  one  of  the  schooners,  the  Waterwitch,  in  June,  1822,  and  continued  on  board  until  March 
following.  From  October,  1822,  I  was  in  command  of  her.  I  was  ordered  to  the  Peruvian  for  about 
three  or  four  hours  at  Callao.  I  received  a  written  order  from  Mr.  Henry,  who  commanded  the 
Waterwitch,  to  go  on  board  the  Peruvian  and  relieve  Mr.  Coxe.  I  went  on  board  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
was  put  in  command  of  the  Waterwitch  by  a  verbal  order  from  Mr.  Henry.  I  refused  to  take  charge  of 
some  goods  said  to  be  on  board  the  Peruvian.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Henry  on  the  subject  of 
the  goods  the  preceding  day,  in  which  I  stated  my  unwillingness  to  take  any  charge  of  those  goods. 
The  Peruvian  was  not  at  that  time  quite  ready  for  sea.  The  Waterwitch  during  the  time  that  I  was 
attached  to  her  was  omjiloypd  in  carrying  letters  and  dis]iatchcs,  and  waiting  for  th(>m.  I  took  some 
bullion  from  Coquiinlm  tu  Valparaiso.  This  was  the  only  uccasion  cm  Imanl  the  .sclioDiier  in  whicli  I  was 
engaged  in  the  transpmtatinu  uf  specie.  I  was  on  board  when  slic  went  tn  (iuayaipiil.  We  left  Quilca 
for  Guayaquil  on  the  2()tlj  uf  July,  1822,  and  arrived  there  on  the  5th  of  August.  The  object  was,  I 
believe,  to  carry  dispatches.  I  delivered  one  to  Bolivar — no  other.  No  one  was  on  board  not  belonging 
to  the  squadron.  She  was  then  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Henry.  The  Waterwitch  arrived  at 
Guayaquil  two  days  before  the  Canton,  where  that  vessel  took  in  a  cargo  of  cocoa. 

Edward  Fitzgerald,  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law 
and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says: 

I  was  purser  on  board  the  Franklin  during  her  late  cruise  in  tlie  Pacific. 
The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  27. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:   all  the  members  of  the  court 
(except  Captain  Henley),  the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.     A  communication  was  received  from 
Captain  Henley,  stating  that  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to  absent  himself  from  the  court  to-day. 

James  Biddle,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law  and 
interrogated  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  deposes  and  says: 

Que'ition.  Did  you  at  anytime,  and  when,  command  a  ship-of-war  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Ontario  in  the  Pacific  in  the  year  1818. 

Ques.  Is  it  the  practice  of  our  ships-of-war,  as  well  as  those  of  other  nations,  to  give  passage  from 
one  port  to  another,  in  the  course  of  the  cruise,  to  such  persons,  not  belligerents,  as  they  think  proper? 

Ans.  Yes.  It  was  the  practice  of  all  the  men-of-war  in  that  sea  while  I  was  there.  Three  British 
men-of-war  were  at  that  time  in  those  seas,  and  in  consequence  of  the  particular  situation  in  which  Peru 
and  Chili  were  then  placed,  the  captains  of  those  vessels  as  well  as  myself  were  subjected  to  considerable 
inconvenience  and  expense  in  such  transportation  between  those  two  countries.  I  went  twice  from 
Lima  to  Valparaiso,  and  twice  from  Valparaiso  to  Lima.  I  mentioned  to  the  authorities  at  those  places 
that  I  had  been  very  much  incommoded  by  the  numerous  applications  made  to  me,  at  both  those  places, 
and  that  as  I  could  carry  only  a  few  at  a  time,  I  was  willing  to  carry  such  as  should  be  approved  of  by 
the  authorities.  It  was  impossible  to  resist  the  importunities  of  the  applicants.  There  was  no  other 
mode  of  communication  between  those  two  countries  than  such  as  was  afforded  by  the  foreign  men-of- 
war.  I  carried  a  Spanish  officer  and  lady  from  Callao  to  Rio  Janiero.  They  were  both  taken  on  board 
at  the  particular  instance  of  the  Vice-King.  In  my  report  to  the  government  I  stated  what  I  had  done, 
and  also  the  circumstances  which  had  induced  me  to  do  it.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  me  that 
the  President  fully  approved  of  my  conduct  under  the  circumstances. 

I  considered  myself  on  this  point  as  pretty  much  unrestricted  by  any  orders. 

Ques.  Is  it  the  practice  to  permit  the  crews  of  our  ships  to  work  for  or  on  board  of  other  vessels, 
receiving  compensation  therefor;  also  to  furnish  our  merchantmen  with  materials  they  may  stand  in 
need  of,  taking  care  to  have  the  same  returned  or  paid  for? 

Ans.  I  have  on  several  occasions  supplied  American  vessels,  particularly  in  the  Pacific,  where  they 
could  be  obtained  in  no  other  mode,  with  men  from  the  ship  to  work;  and  I  have  supplied  them  when 
necessary  with  articles  from  the  ship — perhaps  foreign  vessels  also,  when  they  could  not  be  procured 
elsewhere.  On  one  occasion  at  Callao  I  received  eight  American  seamen  who  were  prisoners  there; 
they  were  destitute  of  clothing,  and  I  gave  the  purser  a  written  order  to  furnish  them  with  such  articles 
as  were  necessary.  At  Rio  Janeiro,  in  the  Congress,  I  sent  my  carpenters  on  board  a  merchant  vessel  to 
put  up  some  bulk-heads.  On  the  coast  of  California,  I  sent  on  board  a  Russian  man-of-war  some  paint,  a 
courtesy  which  I  should  expect  to  give  and  receive  from  any  foreign  man-of-war  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. I  do  not  know  what  entry  was  made  in  the  books  of  the  articles.  I  merely  directed  the  first 
lieutenant  to  have  it  sent  on  board. 

Ques.  Is  it  the  practico  to  take  on  board  money  and  bullion  for  transportation  or  on  deposit,  and  to 
give  convoy  or  prutrction  lo  Anun-ican  or  other  neutral  vessels? 

Ans.  Yes.  It  is.  I  liclicvc,  universal  There  was  a  piratical  vessel  in  those  seas  when  I  was  there, 
which  made  it  pccniiaily  necessary. 

Ques.  Dill  you  |ireveTit  the  capture  of  an  American  vessel,  and  under  what  eireiiinstantv^s? 

Ans.  I  ])revr"ute(l  the  S|iaiiish  blockading  squadron  from  capturing  an  American  vessel  otf  Valparaiso. 
As  I  was  giiin;.;'  into  Valparaiso  I  was  boarded  by  the  blockading  squadrcju.  The  ollicer  informed  me 
that  the  port  was  Mockaded,  and  that  their  orders  wore  to  permit  no  vessel,  even  a  man-of-war,  to  enter. 
I  told  him  I  had  orders  to  i;o  iiii(j  that  port,  that  I  should  go  in,  and  did.  A  few  days  after,  I  saw  an 
American  vess(d  coming  in,  the  sijuadron  in  pursuit.  I  thought  her  in  danger  of  being  captured,  as  she 
was  becalmed,  aud  sent  all  my  boats  out  to  assist  her,  and  they  towed  her  into  the  anchorage. 

Ques.  Was  there  danger  in  traveling  in  Peru  without  a  passport? 

Ans.  While  I  was  in  Peru,  I  received  a  letter  from  a  man,  who  stated  himself  to  be  a  surgeon  on 
board  an  English  whale  ship,  who  stated  that  he  was  imprisoned  at  Lima,  simply  because  he  had  no  pass- 
port. I  ofl'ered  to  the  government  that,  if  there  existed  no  other  cause  for  his  detention,  I  would  take 
him  out  of  the  country.  He  was  released,  and  I  carried  him  to  Valparaiso.  I  knew  the  British  officers 
in  those  seas  had  shown  a  disposition  to  aid  American  citizens,  and  I  was  always  disposed  to  recipro- 
cate it. 
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Ques.  (By  a  member  of  the  court.)  Was  not  the  duty  of  a  commanding  officer  in  the  Pacific  often- 
times embarrassing,  owing  to  the  political  fluctuations  which  have  so  frequently  occurred;  changes  of 
power  producing  distrust  and  imaginary  causes  of  complaint?  And  is  it  not  difiicult  for  a  commanding 
oflicer,  studious  of  neutrality,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  being  partial? 

Ans.  I  believe  it  is  impossible  for  any  commanding  officer  to  be  in  the  Pacific  without  giving  offence 
ot  the  one  side  or  the  other.  The  royal  party,  knowing  the  general  feelings  of  our  countrymen,  are 
jealous  of  them;  the  patriots,  on  the  other  hand,  expecting  too  much,  are  dissatisfied. 

Que^.  Have  you  known  Com.  Stewart  for  many  years?  Have  you  ever  sailed  with  him?  If  yea, 
what  was  his  character  for  humanity  and  kindness  to  those  under  his  command?  Has  he  been  character- 
ized for  harshness  and  severity,  or  has. he  been  remarked  for  indulgence  to  his  officers,  and  gentleness  to 
his  men? 

Ans.  I  have  known  Capt.  Stewart  for  many  years.  In  1801,  I  sailed  with  him;  he  was  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  I  a  midshipman.  I  always  found  his  deportment  humane  and  gentlemanly  on  board  ship. 
The  situation  of  first  lieutenant  is  more  trying  to  the  disposition  and  temper  than  any  other  on  board 
ship. 

Edward  Fitzgerald  called: 

Question.  Look  at  the  books  shown  you.     Are  those  the  muster  rolls  of  the  Franklin? 

Ansiver.  They  are  No's  2  and  3.  No.  2  is  from  the  first  May,  1821,  till  the  31st  December,  inclusive. 
No.  3,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1824,  till  the  31st  October  of  the  same  year,  inclusive.  William  A. 
Weaver  appears  on  both  muster  rolls  as  a  lieutenant,  attached  to  the  Franklin.  When  an  officer  is  absent 
from  the  ship  on  leave  of  absence,  it  is  usual  to  enter  the  circumstance  on  the  muster  roll  of  the  ship,  by 
order  of  the  commander.  If  he  is  absent  on  furlough  I  should  make  such  entry  without  order.  In  the 
former  case  he  would  draw  full  pay;  in  the  latter  case  he  would  draw  half  pay.  No  entry  is  made  on 
the  muster  roll,  opposite  the  name  of  Lieut.  Weaver,  that  he  was  on  leave  of  absence.  That  muster  roll 
was  approved  by  Commodore  Stewart;  on  what  day,  I  cannot  say.  I  never  received  any  order  to  enter 
such  absence  on  that  muster  roll.  On  the  muster  roll  No.  3,  I  marked  Mr.  Weaver  absent  without  leave 
from  the  1st  of  August,  1822,  by  the  order  of  Commodore  Stewart.  I  received  the  order  to  make  the 
entry,  and  did  it  some  time  in  November  last.  I  do  not  recollect  the  day  exactly.  I  think  it  was  the 
day  after  the  court-martial  met  in  New  York  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Weaver.  It  was  approved  after  that 
entry  was  made.  When  he  directed  me  to  make  the  entry  he  said  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  rolls  he 
had  sent  to  the  Department.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  service,  and  I  believe  there  is  a  regulation  on  the 
subject,  to  send,  when  an  opportunity  occurs,  a  copy  of  the  muster  roll  to  the  Department.  The  two 
papers  shown  are  papers  made  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  transmitted  to  the  Department  under  this 
regulation;  the  one  dated  October  1,  1821,  the  other  March  -ll,  1823.  On  the  first,  I  made,  by  the 
direction  of  the  commodore,  "absent,  with  leave  to  join  at  Valparaiso;"  on  the  second,  "on  leave  of 
absence,  in  charge  of  stores  on  board  the  ship  America  for  Lima,  by  permission,"  was  entered  by  order 
of  Commodore  Stewart.  The  words  "on  leave  of  absence,"  are  in  the  handwriting  of  my  steward,  the 
remainder  of  the  sentence  is  in  my  own  hand.  I  think  it  possible  I  omitted  to  enter  the  date,  1st  August, 
on  this  last  roll.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  received  any  orders  from  Commodore  Stewart  to  make  any 
other  entries  than  those  two  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in  relation  to  Lieut.  Weaver.  Mr.  Weaver  sailed 
from  New  York  in  the  ship  America,  about  a  week,  I  think,  before  us.  We  first  saw  him  at  Rio  Janerio; 
he  arrived  there  after  us.  We  next  saw  him  at  Valparaiso;  he  came  off  the  port  after  we  got  there;  he 
came  into  port  in  a  boat,  and  proceeded  on  the  next  morning  to  Lima.  We  received  at  Callao,  in  August, 
1822,  the  stores  which  had  gone  out  in  the  America.  AVe  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  1st  August.  Mr. 
Weaver  had  then  returned  to  the  United  States.  The  America  had  also  sailed,  and  we  took  on  board  all 
the  stores  of  my  department  brought  out  in  that  vessel.  There  were  none  others  that  I  know  of  There 
were  not,  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  subsequent  time,  any  stores  belonging  to  the  Franklin,  to  my  know- 
ledge, at  Callao,  at  Lima,  or  on  board  the  America.  Mr.  Weaver  was  not  on  board  the  Franklin  after  we 
left  Valparaiso,  until  after  our  return  to  New  York.  I  did  not  receive  at  the  port  of  Arica  any  permis- 
sion to  send  any  stores  on  shore.  At  Quilca,  I  received  permission  to  send  on  board  the  Canton  some 
officers'  clothing.  They  went  to  the  shore,  not  by  my  direction.  They  were  private  property,  belonging 
to  myself  altog-ether.  They  were  sold  at  Arequipa,  a  hundred  miles  in  the  interior.  Some  of  the  clothes 
I  sent  away  did  not  suit  the  station;  they  were  white  drilling  pantaloons  and  marseilles  vests.  Cloth 
was  found  the  most  comfortable.  I  retained  as  many  of  every  article  as  I  thought  would  be  necessary, 
but  I  believe  the  black  silk  vests  gave  out;  I  believe  nothing  else.  The  officers  had  an  ample  supply. 
Other  articles  were  procured,  which  answered  the  purpose  better. 

Cross-examined  on  the  part  of  the  accused: 

Ques.  Do  not  the  regulations  of  the  navy  require  the  purser  to  provide,  at  the  public  expense,  slops 
or  clothes  for  the  crew  of  the  ships-of-war? 

Ans.  The  government  usually  furnishes  them  at  home;  abroad  they  arc  paid  for  also  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  eventually  paid  for  by  the  men  who  use  them. 

Ques.  Do  they  require  clothing  for  the  officers  to  be  provided,  or  do  the  pursers  lay  in  these  at  their 
own  cost  and  hazard? 

Ans.  If  they  are  taken  out  by  the  pursers  it  is  at  their  own  risk.     I' never  did  it  before. 

Ques.  Were  not  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Franklin  lost,  and  did  not  others  come  home,  which 
diminished  the  demand  for  clothing? 

Ans.  There  were  six,  I  think,  lost,  and  several  returned  in  the  Constellation.  This  diminished  the 
demand,  and  was  the  cause  of  my  requesting  permission  of  Commodore  Stewart  to  send  some  awaj'. 

Ques.  Did  Captain  O'SuUivan  oft'er  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  on  board  the  Canton?  How  came  it  to 
be  taken  on  shore? 

Ans.  He  offered  to  take  them  and  sell  them  for  me  on  board  the  Canton.  He  became  alarmed  at  the 
appearance  of  the  patriot  sloop-of-war,  the  Belgrano,  and  sent  my  goods  on  shore,  with  some  of  his  own, 
without  consulting  me.  Part  of  them  were  stolen  on  shore,  out  of  the  custom  house,  by  the  soldiers.  I 
endeavored  to  get  the  remainder  back  to  the  Franklin  by  the  aid  of  Captain  Smith,  who  was  living  on 
shore  at  the  time.  I  lost  about  $400  or  $500,  on  the  whole,  in  consequence  of  the  robbery.  Commodore 
Stewart  gave  me  permission  to  put  them  on  board  the  Canton,  but  had  nothing  further  to  do  with  it. 
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Ques.  Look  at  the  muster  roll  now  shown  you;  was  that  made  by  yon? 

Ans.  It  was.  I  made  out  two  on  that  occasion  for  the  commodore,  on  the  31st  October,  1822. 
About  that  time  the  brig  Dick  was  about  coming  to  the  United  States;  I  sent  it  to  the  commodore,  with 
the  remark,  opposite  the  name  of  Mr.  Weaver,  "on  leave  of  absence,"  in  the  handwriting  of  my  stew- 
ard; the  residue  of  the  sentence,  "in  charge  of  stores,  to  August  1,  1822,"  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
commodore.     It  is  usual  for  the  remarks  opposite  Mr.  Weaver's  name  to  be  made  by  him. 

Ques.  Did  you  inquire  of  Captain  Stewart,  when  you  made  up  the  muster  roll  No.  2,  what  entry 
should  be  made  as  to  Mr.  Weaver,  and  what  did  he  say? 

Ans.  I  omitted  mentioning  it  to  him  then,  at  the  time  I  made  the  entry  on  the  roll  transmitted  in 
March,  1823;  the  commodore  observed  that  he  only  knew  Mr.  Weaver  officially  there;  if  he  had  gone  to 
the  United  States  it  was  on  his  own  responsibility.  I  inferred  his  meaning  to  be,  that  the  commodore 
could  only  know  him  ofiBcially  there  until  he  had  received  instructions  from  the  g-overnment  what  to  do 
with  him. 

Ques.  Does  the  captain  of  a  ship  sign  the  muster  book,  or  roll  of  the  ship,  until  the  conclusion  of 
the  cruise,  or  closing  of  that  book? 

Ans.  It  is  not  usual  to  make  up  the  book  until  the  cruise  is  terminated.  I,  however,  did  it  during 
the  cruise,  on  this  occasion.  The  book  signed  by  Commodore  Stewart  in  New  York,  in  November  last, 
had  never  before  been  presented  to  him  for  signature.  I  took  it  to  the  commodore  for  his  signature 
without  any  intimation  from  him,  having  been  ordered  to  produce  it  before  the  court-martial,  and  not 
conceiving  that  it  could  be  evidence  without  his  approval. 

Ques.  Is  not  tliere  this  difference  between  the  muster  roll  sent  to  the  Department  and  that  kept  for 
the  ship — that  the  latter  notes  the  final  disposition  of  any  person  on  it,  while  the  former  notes  their  situa- 
tion at  the  time  it  is  made  out  to  be  transmitted? 

Ans.  It  is  required  that  the  muster  roll  transmitted  should  be  a  copy  from  the  muster  roll  retained 
on  board  the  ship,  unless  when  something  had  occurred  which  had  been  previously  transmitted  to  the 
Department,  in  which  case  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  mention  it  again. 

Ques.  Have  you,  at  any  time  during  the  period  of  the  Franklin's  cruise,  received  directions  from  me 
to  make  any  remarks  opposite  the  name  of  any  person  attached  to  the  Franklin  under  my  command? 

Ans.  I  received  directions  from  the  first  lieutenant  to  rate  the  men,  to  note  promotions  and  reductions, 
such  as  appear  on  the  book.  I  do  not  remember  receiving  any  orders  directly  from  the  commodore  him- 
self; they  were  transmitted  to  me  through  the  first  lieutenant,  and  were  afterwards  approved  by  the 
commodore. 

Ques.  Did  you  refer  to  Commodore  Stewart  at  any  time  during  the  cruise  for  remarks  to  be  made 
opposite  Lieutenant  Weaver's  name  in  consequence  of  his  absence? 

Ans.  Only  once,  which  was  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  referred.  Mr.  Weaver  had  delayed  returning 
so  long  that  I  thought  it  necessary  to  speak  to  him  about  it. 

Ques.  Were  you  not  acquainted  with  the  absence  and  cause  of  such  absence  of  Lieutenant  Weaver, 
from  the  sailing  of  the  Franklin  from  New  York  to  her  arrival  at  Callao,  and  that  he  was  on  board  the 
America  in  charge  of  purser's  and  hospital  stores? 

Ans.  1  was;  I  had  heard  of  it;  had  no  personal  acquaintance  with  it. 

Ques.  Did  you  receive  payment  for  the  thirty-six  bolts  of  canvas  returned  to  the  Canton,  and  have 
you  accounted  for  it  to  the  government? 

An.'i.  I  received  $120,  at  the  rate  of  $20  a  bolt,  and  accounted  for  it  to  the  government.  The  wine 
purchased  was  all  used;  part  of  it  as  wine,  part  vinegar.  It  cost  $0.50,  and  I  was  informed  by  the 
agent  there  that  vinegar  could  not  be  procured  under  a  dollar. 

Ques.  Was  it  not  known  on  board  the  Franklin,  and  to  Captain  Stewart,  that  Mr.  Weaver  had 
returned  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  government  knew  he  was  there? 

Ans.  It  was  known  by  me.  I  had  seen  in  the  Intelligencer  an  account  of  his  arrival  at  Washington. 
When  this  was  I  do  not  know;  it  was  previous  to  the  entry  on  the  roll  of  his  being  in  charge  of  stores. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  What  was  paid  for  the  canvas  procured  from  the  Canton? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect;  I  think  it  was  $20. 

Ques.   When  was  the  $750  dollars  received  and  accounted  for,  and  from  whom? 

Ans.  It  was  received  some  time,  I  think,  in  July,  1822,  from  Captain  O'SuUivan,  and  accounted  for 
on  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  last  winter. 

Ques.  Was  any  money  brought  on  board  the  Franklin  under  any  arrangement  with  you,  concealed 
about  the  persons  of  individuals,  or  was  such  money  as  you  procured  from  the  shore  charged  as  having 
paid  duty? 

Ans.  There  was  a  bill  for  $20,000  dollars,  to  be  deposited  on  board  the  vessel,  sent  out  by  the 
government  to  be  collected  there.  I  made  inquiries;  the  bill  was  payable  at  Lima.  I  found  I  should 
have  to  pay  five  per  cent,  duty,  one  per  cent,  for  package,  and  two  per  cent,  for  a  guard  to  bring  it  to 
Callao.  I  was  unwilling  to  incur  such  a  responsibility;  the  times  were  hazardous,  armies  on  both  sides 
infesting  the  country.  I  mentioned  to  the  man  who  had  the  bill  to  pay,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  six  per 
cent,  if  he  would  deliver  it  on  board  the  Franklin.  He  did  so,  and  showed  me  a  receipt  from  Sarrateafor 
five  per  cent.  duty.  I  thus  saved  two  per  cent.,  and  avoided  all  responsibility.  This  man  had  money 
in  belts  laying  in  the  boat;  whether  he  brought  it  from  the  shore  concealed  I  do  not  know.  He  brought 
it  to  the  Franklin  from  his  own  vessel.  None  was  about  his  person  to  my  knowledge  when  he  brought  it 
to  the  Franklin.  I  know  of  no  instance  in  which  money,  brought  aboard  under  an  arrangement  with  me, 
was  concealed  about  the  person. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  In  purchasing  supplies  for  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  what  was  the  object 
of  purchasing  such  supplies  afloat,  instead  of  procuring  them  on  shore? 

Ans.  One  object  was  that  the  duties  were  not  so  high.  The  preference  was  always  given  to  American 
vessels  when  the  articles  could  be  procured  from  them. 

Samuel  Brown,  a  witness  produced  on  behalf  of  the  United  States: 

An  objection  was  made  by  the  accused  to  the  competency  of  this  witness.  The  grounds  of  objection 
are  stated  in  the  paper  filed  ( — ).  The  court,  being  cleared,  proceeded  to  consider  the  objections  that 
had  been  taken  to  the  competency  of  the  witness,  and  the  record  of  his  conviction  before  the  court- 
martial. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  ou  Monday  morning, 
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Monday,  August  29. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.  The  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read.  The  judge  advocate 
then  read  an  opinion,  which,  in  pursuance  of  an  intimation  to  that  effect,  he  had  prepared  upon  the 
exception  taken  on  Saturday,  annexed  and  marked  ( — ).  The  court,  being  cleared,  determined  that  the 
witness  was  not  competent,  and  therefore  that  his  evidence  should  not  be  heard. 

David  Conner,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according 
to  law,  and  interrogated  by  the  judge  advocate,  deposes  and  says:  I  commanded  the  Dolphin,  in  the 
Pacific,  at  the  time  the  Franklin  was  there.  Sailed  from  New  York  at  the  same  time.  I  received  no 
instructions  from  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  Canton.  On  my  arrival  at  St.  Juan  Fernandez, 
I  found  the  Canton  there;  no  signal  was  displayed  from  her  that  I  recollect.  I  received  on  board  the 
Dolphin,  on  the  6th  May,  1822,  Captain  Eliphalet  Smith,  as  the  bearer  of  dispatches  by  order  of  Commo- 
dore Stewart  (read,  annexed  and  marked  — ).  On  my  arrival  at  Arica,  I  discovered  that  some  of  Cap- 
tain Smith's  trunks  contained  samples  of  goods.  I  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  it.  I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  what  his  trunks  contained  when  he  came  on  board.  Arica  was  the  first  port  at  which  we  arrived 
from  Valparaiso.  We  staid  at  Arica  about  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours,  and  sailed  to  Molliendo.  There 
we  landed  Captain  Smith  with  his  baggage.  I  do  not  know  whether  Captain  Smith  came  on  board  the 
Dolphin  from  the  shore  or  from  the  Franklin.  I  think  his  baggage  came  from  the  Canton.  I  had  no 
other  orders,  written  or  verbal,  than  the  one  that  has  been  read. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

Captain  Stewart  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  know  anything  of  the  samples  going  on  board  the  Dol- 
phin. 

Ques.  Did  the  Canton  leave  Juan  Fernandez  in  company  with  the  Franklin  or  the  Dolphin? 

Ans.  I  think  she  sailed  about  the  same  time  with  the  Franklin,  and  they  must  have  parted  company 
during  the  night,  as  I  fell  in  with  the  Canton  the  next  morning,  and  the  Franklin  was  not  in  sight. 

Ques.  Did  Captain  Stewart  ever  demand  or  receive  any  portion  of  the  emoluments  for  money  or  bullion 
taken  on  board  the  Dolphin? 

Ans.  He  did  not.     I  know  of  no  usage  in  the  service  which  entitles  him  to  claim  it. 

Ques.  (By  the  judge  advocate.)  Did  you  carry  on  board  the  Dolphin,  about  the  month  of  September, 
1822,  money,  sails,  &c.,  from  Callao  to  Guayaquil,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  on  board  the  Canton? 
If  yea,  state  the  circumstances  and  the  orders  under  which  you  acted. 

Ans.  I  did  carry  money  and  sails  for  that  purpose  at  the  time  specified.  I  received  orders  from 
Commodore  Stewart  on  that  occasion;  they  were  in  writing.  The  substance  of  them  was,  that  I  was  to 
make  inquiries  respecting  a  piratical  vessel  on  that  coast;  the  next  subject  was  a  claim  by  the  master  of 
the  American  schooner  Amanda,  on  the  government  there,  and  also  to  notify  to  the  American  vessels  in 
that  neighborhood,  bound  to  the  south,  that  I  would  afford  them  convoy.  The  orders  did  not  embrace  the 
subject  of  the  sails,  &c.,  for  the  Canton.  Commodore  Stewart  requested  me  verbally  to  take  those  arti- 
cles. 

Ques.  (By  a  member  of  the  court.)  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  specie,  bullion,  or  plata 
pina  were  brought  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  clandestinely  and  at  night,  in  viola- 
lion  of  the  laws  of  Peru,  with  the  knowledge  or  permission  of  Commodore  Stewart? 

Ans.  I  do  not.  There  was  money,  &c.,  brought  on  board  the  Dolphin  from  the  shore,  which  was 
tran.sported  to  the  Franklin,  but  in  no  instance  was  it  smuggled.  On  my  arrival  at  Callao,  I  applied  to 
the  minister  of  war  for  permission  to  receive  on  board  my  vessel,  for  safe  keeping,  funds  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  permission  was  officially  granted,  and  the  money  brought  on  board 
the  Dolphin  was  brought  under  that  authority. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  Did  you  bring  back  to  Captain  Stewart,  from  Captain  O'Sullivan,  certaia 
bills  of  lading  canceled,  which  had  been  given  for  the  money  you  took  to  him  from  Callao,  also  other  bills 
of  lading  from  Mr.  Lang? 

Ans.  I  did.  Captain  O'Sullivan  and  Mr.  Lang  canceled  the  bills  of  lading,  and  gave  them  to  me  to 
deliver  to  Commodore  Stewart,  which  I  did.     I  had  carried  money  down  for  Mr.  Lang  also.  ' 

Ques.  {Bj  a  member.)  Have  you  ever  known  the  force  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Stewart  to 
be  employed  by  his  authority,  and  with  his  knowledge,  in  violating  actual  blockade,  the  laws  of  neutrality 
or  the  revenue  laws  of  either  of  the  belligerents? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  (By  the  same.)  Have  you  ever  known  extraordinary  and  illegal  protection  to  be  afforded  to 
the  Canton  and  other  vessels,  to  the  neglect  of  vessels  employed  in  a  lawful  commerce? 

A71S.  No. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  certain  documents: 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Com.  Stewart,  dated  September  8th,  1821. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Com.  Stewart,  dated  October  27th,  1824. 

Letter  from  Com.  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  October  29th,  1824. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Com.  Stewart,  dated  November  3d,  1824. 

Letter  from  Com.  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  November  5th,  1824. 

The  judge  advocate  then  stated  to  the  court  that  the  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  was 
closed. 

Captain  Stewart,  by  his  counsel,  requested  the  indulgence  of  the  court  until  to-morrow  morning, 
whereupon  the  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  August  30. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
(excepting. Captain  Henley),  the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Captain  Henley,  enclosing  a  certificate  from  his  physician,  stating  him  to  be  too  much  indisposed  to 
attend  the  court  to-day.  . 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  read  and  submitted  to  the  court  an  opening  of  his  defence,  which 
was  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  ( — ). 
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Charles  S.  McCauley,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part 
of  the  accused,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  and  interrogated  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  deposes 
and  says: 

I  went  to  Cadiz  in  May,  1823,  under  Le  Roy,  Bayard,  and  McEvers,  to  take  command  of  the  Canton. 
I  assumed  the  command  of  her  and  brought  her  home  to  New  York.  She  had  on  board  nine  or  ten  bales 
of  goods,  including  the  sample  box;  they  were  landed  at  New  York.  They  appeared  on  the  manifest  of 
the  vessel  as  part  of  the  cargo  which  had  been  put  on  board  her  at  New  York  before  she  went  to  the 
Pacific.     They  were  silk  goods — damask. 

I  have  sailed  with  Capt.  Decatur.  He  gave  me  leave  of  absence  on  a  furlough  to  go  to  India.  I 
was  on  my  private  business,  and  was  absent  about  eighteen  months.  When  I  reported  myself  to  the 
Department  I  was  informed  I  had  been  kept  on  the  books,  and  surprise  was  expressed  at  my  having  been 
absent.     I  received  half  pay  during  the  time. 

I  remember  bringing  home  $10,000  in  the  Constellation,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ridgely,  from 
Valparaiso,  for  my  father,  Mr.  John  McCauley.     That  was  the  money  sent  home  by  Capt.  Stewart. 

Lieut.  Wm.  F.  Hunter  called  on  behalf  of  the  accused: 

There  was  some  money  on  board  the  Franklin  belonging  to  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  of  New  York; 
some  belonging  to  Capt.  Basset,  an  American  captain  who  had  sold  his  ship;  and  some  to  Capt.  Baldwin 
of  the  brig  Cora,  which  was  sent  on  board  the  Cora  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  she  sailed;  it  was  sent 
by  one  of  the  midshipmen.  He  brought  word  that  the  captain  of  the  Cora  was  not  ready  for  it  then,  but 
would  send  word  when  he  was  ready.  The  boat  remained  alongside  until  about  sundown;  as  he  had  sent 
no  word,  the  money  was  hoisted  on  board  again.  I  think  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  Captain  Baldwin 
came  himself  on  board.  I  called  the  commodore  up;  he  had  gone  to  bed.  The  captain  insisted  on  the 
money  being  sent  on  board  at  that  time;  threatened  the  commodore  to  prosecute  him  when  he  got  home 
if  he  did  not  send  it.  The  boat  was  then  manned,  and  the  money  sent  on  board.  Mr.  Goldsborough  was 
the  ofScer  who  went.  The  captain  said  his  boat  would  not  carry  it;  we  must  send  it  in  our  boat.  The 
Cora  was  then  under  way.  I  think  there  was  from  $50,000  to  $60,000.  The  money  of  Le  Roy,  Bayard 
&  Co.  came  on  board  at  Quilca  or  Arica;  that  of  Captain  Basset  came  from  the  Dolphin;  his  own  money, 
Capt.  Baldwin  had  brought  on  board  at  different  times  in  his  own  boats  from  his  own  ship. 

I  never  saw  money  brought  on  board  the  Franklin,  about  the  persons  of  individuals;  I  have  known 
it  brought  in  bags,  belts,  and  handkerchiefs.  Captain  Baldwin  was  the  only  person  that  I  recollect  who 
brought  money  on  board  in  that  way.  The  captain  said,  "  I  have  heard  it  said  by  many  of  them  that 
they  brought  their  money  down  from  the  interior  in  belts,  to  save  it  from  being  robbed.  Reports  were 
frequent  of  persons  being  stripped  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  carried  in  that  way,  by  robbers  between 
Callao  and  Lima.  One  in  particular  I  remember,  the  secretary  of  the  Baron  Mackan,  the  commander  of 
a  French  frigate,  was  thus  treated. 

The  boarders,  firemen  and  sail-trimmers  were  frequently  exercised  at  sea,  at  evening  quarters,  at 
times  when  the  guns  were  not  cast  loose.  The  marines  were  frequently  landed  by  permission  of  the 
governments  there  and  exercised  on  shore.  At  St.  Juan  Fernandez,  they  were  also  frequently  exerci.sed 
on  shore.  I  was  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution,  during  the  war,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Stewart.  Her  guns  were  never  deficient.  Her  guns  were  not  more  frequently  exercised  than  those 
of  the  Franklin,  nor  do  I  think  the  men  were  more  frequently  exercised  at  general  quarters.  Commodore 
Stewart  carried  out  with  him  a  carriage  for  the  accommodation  of  his  family,  and  a  coachman. 

Between  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant  Sands  and  the  arrival  of  the  United  States,  there  were 
four  commissioned  lieutenants  attached  to  the  Franklin.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  sick  on  shore;  when  I 
came  on  board.  Lieutenant  Hammersley  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Amanda.  From  the  time  I  rejoined  the 
Franklin  until  shortly  before  we  sailed  from  Callao,  on  our  return  home,  the  Dolphin  was  not  with  us. 
When  the  wine  was  purchased  from  the  Canton,  it  was  procured  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  oflScers. 
The  midshipmen  had  been  much  in  the  habit  of  giving  their  liquor  to  the  men;  some  of  them  got  drunk, 
and  we  lost  two  or  three  overboard.  The  wine  was  procured  on  this  account  to  be  given  to  the  oflScers 
as  a  substitute  for  spirits.  Some  of  the  stores  laid  in  at  New  York,  particularly  paints  and  oil,  were  of 
a  very  bad  quaility.  It  became  necessary  to  procure  other  to  enable  it  to  stand  the  period  of  time  allowed 
by  the  regulations  of  painting. 

Cross-examined  by  the  judge  advocate: 

While  at  Valparaiso,  the  Canton  asked  permission  to  have  her  muskets  cleaned  on  board  the  Franklin. 
After  cleaning  them,  the  cartridges  were  examined  and  the  balls  found  too  large  for  the  muskets.  Capt. 
0' Sullivan  requested  to  have  them  run  over  or  changed.  We  were  then  busy  making  musket  cartridges, 
and  my  impression  and  belief  is,  that  his  were  sent  on  board,  and  exchanged  for  others.  This  was  the 
understanding  and  agreement,  and  I  think  it  was  executed. 

By  the  accused:  "Pay  was  always  received  for  the  work  done  by  the  men  on  private  account,  and 
distributed  among  them.  I  was  present  and  saw  the  men  employed  upon  the  schooners,  paid  to  their 
satisfaction  by  Commodore  Stewart."  Look  at  the  paper  shown  you.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Elliot,  the  master's  clerk,  and  is  tlte  account  of  the  articles  received  from  the  Pearl,  annexed 
and  marked  ( — ). 

William  Horner,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  and  interrogated  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
deposes  and  says:  I  was  on  board  the  Franklin  in  the  Pacific.  I  was  a  quartermaster  at  sea,  and  the 
commodore's  coxswain  in  harbor.  A  carriage  was  put  on  board  the  Franklin,  by  the  commodore,  at  New 
York,  for  his  own  use,  and  a  coachman.  Mr.  Stewart  used  it  at  Callao  and  Lima.  There  were  two  horses 
taken  down  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca;  when  they  were  landed,  they  had  nothing  but  bare  halters  on  them. 

I  was  a  captain  of  a  gun,  on  hoard  the  Franklin;  that  gun  was  in  the  cabin,  and  therefore  not  regu- 
larly exercised;  it  was,  however,  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  men  belonging  to  it  were  exercised  at 
another  gun.     The  guns  I  believe  were  always  kept  in  a  state  for  action. 

The  horses  taken  on  board  at  Valparaiso  were  taken  on  board  at  a  public  dock-yard,  by  a  crane  at 
the  place.     They  were  good  horses  for  that  country— not  what  could  be  called  fine  horses. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,   October  31. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court 
(excepting  Captain  Henly),  the  judge  advocate  and  Captain  Stewart.     A  communication  was  received 
from  Captain  Henley,  stating  a  continuance  of  his  indisposition  would  prevent  his  attendance. 

Eliphalet  Smith,  a  witness  produced  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Quention.  Were  you  in  the  Pacific  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Captain  Stewart  there  in  the  Frank- 
lin?    How  long  had  you  been  there,  and  in  what  vessel  did  you  go  out? 

Answer.  I  arrived  in  the  Pacific  in  the  brig  Macedonia,  of  Boston,  about  the  middle  of  the  year  1818, 
and  continued  there  until  after  the  return  of  the  Franklin. 

Ques.  Did  you  go  to  Valparaiso  on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Captain  Stewart  there;  and  for  what 
purpose  did  you  go? 

Ans.  I  went  up  to  Valparaiso  from  Molliendo  in  the  Constellation  frigate,  with  documents  to  aid 
Conmiodore  Stewart  to  reclaim  property  that  had  been  taken  from  me  by  Lord  Cochrane. 

Ques.  Did  Captain  Stewart  take  any  measures  for  your  aid  in  consequence  of  your  application  to  him, 
and  what  did  he  do? 

An.s.  He  wrote  to  the  minister  of  state  of  the  government  of  Chili,  and  received  an  answer  which 
was  transmitted  by  him  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Ques.  Did  you  at  any  time  go  as  a  passenger  in  the  Franklin;  for  what  purpose,  and  how  long  did 
you  remain  in  her? 

Ans.  I  went  as  a  passenger  in  the  Franklin,  from  Quilca  to  Callao,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  Com- 
modore Stewart  to  interpose  with  the  government  in  consequence  of  a  seizure  of  the  brig  Macedonian, 
and  her  cargo,  by  the  government  of  Lima.  I  returned  back  to  Quilca  in  the  Franklin,  where  I  should 
have  remained,  had  not  Commodore  Stewart  recommended  to  me  to  go  to  Valparaiso,  as  he  had  heard 
there  was  an  officer  coming  out  with  dispatches  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  might, 
perhaps,  authorize  him  to  act  in  the  reclamation  of  the  property  taken  by  Lord  Cochrane.  I  returned  to 
Quilca  in  the  ship,  where  I  left  her.     I  was  not  on  board  her  as  a  passenger  afterwards. 

Ques.  Did  you  bring  a  letter  or  dispatch  from  General  Ramirez  to  Captain  Stewart,  and  did  you 
take  back  Captain  Stewart's  reply;  in  what  vessel  did  you  take  the  reply,  and  did  you  do  so  at  the  request 
of  Captain  Stewart? 

Ans.  When  I  first  went  to  Valparaiso  in  the  Constellation,  T  took  a  letter  from  General  Ramirez,  who 
was  at  that  time  commander  of  the  southern  provinces  of  Peru,  under  the  royal  government.  I  delivered 
the  letter  to  the  commodore.  Some  time  after  he  mentioned  that  he  was  about  returning  an  answer  to 
General  Ramirez,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  take  it  down,  which  I  did,  in  the  Dolphin. 

Ques.  Was  it  a  convenience  to  Captain  Stewart,  and  saving  of  expense  to  the  United  States,  that 
you  should  take  Captain  Stewart's  dispatch  to  General  Ramirez,  rather  than  it  should  be  sent  l3y  an 
officer  of  the  Franklin? 

Ans.  It  was  so  far  a  convenience  that  I  could  translate  the  letter  to  General  Ramirez,  and  there  was 
no  one  at  Arequipa  who  could.  It  was  so  far  a  saving  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
Dolphin  would  have  been  compelled  to  remain  a  number  of  days  on  the  coast,  for  the  captain  to  have 
procured  a  passport  for  the  officer  who  might  carry  the  dispatch.  The  expense  of  the  officer  in  going  up 
and  returning,  which  would  have  been  very  considerable,  was  likewise  saved.  I  was  going  there  upon 
business  of  my  own,  and  received  no  compensation  for  the  service. 

Ques.  Did  you  purchase  the  cargo  of  the  Canton  or  any  part  thereof;  of  whom,  where,  and  when, 
and  on  what  terms? 

Ans.  I  purchased  the  greater  part  of  the  original  cargo  of  the  Canton,  in  Valparaiso,  of  Captain 
John  O'Sullivan,  on  the  following  terms:  I  was  to  give  him  a  certain  percentage  on  his  original  invoices, 
provided  he  delivered  the  cargo  at  Arica  or  Quilca.  In  my  agreement  with  him,  it  was  likewise  under- 
stood that  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  fill  up  the  ship,  if  there  should  be  any  room,  with  any  other  goods  of 
my  own  freight,  free.  I  was  to  put  the  proceeds  of  this  cargo  on  board  the  Franklin,  within  two  months 
after  the  delivery  of  the  cargo. 

Ques.  AVas  the  cargo  thus  purchased  delivered  to  you  at  Arica  and  Quilca,  and  was  it  landed  with 
the  permission  and  under  the  authority  of  the  collectors  of  the  custom  houses  at  the  places  of  landing, 
and  what  did  the  cargo  consist  of? 

.4)18  The  cargo  consisted  of  English,  German,  and  French  dry  goods;  some  wine.  It  was  landed 
under  a  special  license  from  the  Vice-King  of  Peru,  and  delivered  into  the  custom  houses  of  Arica  and 
Arequipa. 

Ques.  What  were  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  cargo,  in  what  did  it  consist,  and  was  it  taken  on 
board  the  Franklin  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs? 

Ans.  The  proceeds  were,  I  think,  about  $300,000,  which  consisted  of  specie  and  bullion;  they  were 
taken  on  board  the  Franklin,  with  the  permission  of  the  Vice-King,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Arequipa. 

Ques.  Were  the  said  proceeds  brought  from  the  interior  of  the  country?  How  far?  Were  they  put 
on  board  the  Franklin  by  night  or  by  day?  If  the  former,  why  was  it  done  so?  Was  it  for  the  purpose 
of  concealment  from  the  custom  house  officers,  or  was  it  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  collector 
of  the  customs? 

Ans.  The  proceeds  went  from  Arequipa,  which  is  30  leagues  from  the  coast.  It  arrived  on  the  coast 
sometimes  by  day,  sometimes  at  night — most  generally  the  latter,  and  on  its  arrival  was  immediately 
taken  on  board  the  Franklin.  At  the  time  that  money  was  shipped,  it  was  exposed,  if  it  remained  on  the 
coast,  to  patriot  crusiers;  and,  as  Commodore  Stewart  told  me  he  would  not  protect  the  property  on 
shore,  I  was  anxious  to  get  it  on  board.  I  generally  advised  when  it  would  arrive;  no  concealment  was 
designed.  There  was  always  a  custom  house  officer  placed  by  the  government  at  Quilca,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  smuggling,  who  came  down  with  the  money  and  delivered  it  to  me. 

Ques.  Had  Captain  Stewart  an  interest  or  concern  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  Canton  or  her  cargo, 
to  your  knowledge;  or  was  he  at  any  time  during  his  command  in  the  Pacific,  interested;  or  had  he  any 
concern  or  profit  in  any  purchase,  speculation  in  merchandise,  vessels,  or  otherwise,  with  you  or  with  any 
other  person  to  your  knowledge,  directly  or  indirectly? 
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Ans.  He  had  none. 

Ques.  Did  the  Canton  land  any  arms  or  munitions  of  war  at  Quilca  or  Arica?  Had  she  any  on  board 
when  she  sailed  from  Valparaiso,  for  those  ports? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know;  she  landed  none  to  my  knowledg-e. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  anything-  of  two  horses  taken  on  board  the  Franklin,  at  Valparaiso,  and  landed 
at  Quilca?  Were  they  taken  with  the  knowledge  of  the  governor  or  other  ofBcer  at  Valparaiso?  To 
whom  were  they  delivered  at  Quilca?     What  equipments  had  they? 

Ans.  I  bought  the  horses  at  Valparaiso;  one  for  Commodore  Stewart,  one  for  myself  I  believe  Mr. 
Hogan  obtained  permission  from  the  Governor  of  Valparaiso  to  ship  them.  At  any  rate,  they  were 
shipped  off  at  the  public  arsenal.  They  had  no  equipments  whatever.  They  were  carried  down  to  Quilca 
in  the  Franklin.  I  presented  one  of  them,  in  the  name  of  Commodore  Stewart,  to  a  Spanish  merchant,  by 
the  name  of  Cotera.  It  was  designed  by  the  commodore,  as  a  return  for  some  silver  baskets  which  Mr. 
Cetera  had  presented  to  Mrs.  Stewart.  The  other,  which  belonged  to  myself,  I  took  to  Arequipa,  and 
gave  it  to  a  friend  of  mine.     I  believe  they  never  got  north  of  Cusco. 

Ques.  Did  you  offer  the  accused  an  interest  in  a  commercial  speculation,  which  promised  a  consider- 
able profit  to  him;  and  did  he  refuse  it? 

A)is.  I  made  an  offer  to  Commodore  Stewart,  of  an  interest  in  a  number  of  speculations,  more  parti- 
cularly in  a  cargo  of  wool,  which  I  purchased  some  time  before  I  left  the  country.  I  mentioned  to  him, 
that  as  the  wool  was  going  immediately  from  the  coast,  it  could  not  in  the  slightest  degree  implicate  him. 
His  reply  was,  that  although  he  considered  himself  as  having  a  right  to  employ  his  money  in  a  speculation 
of  that  kind,  yet,  morally  speaking,  he  could  not  feel  himself  justified. 

Ques.  Did  you  go  in  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin  to  any,  and  which  of  the  ports  of  the 
Intermedios;  and  by  whose  permission  did  you  go?  Did  you  take  any  and  what  goods  or  samples  of 
goods  with  you?  Was  it  to  sell  them?  Did  you  actually  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  of  said  goods?  Were 
the  said  goods  or  samples  taken  on  board  the  Dolphin  by  the  permission  or  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
said  Charles  Stewart? 

Ans.  I  went  in  the  Dolphin,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  at  the  request  of  Commodore  Stewart;  first 
to  Arica,  and  thence  to  Molliendo.  I  took,  with  my  baggage,  two  trunks,  containing  samples  of  goods 
which  I  had  previously  purchased  at  Valparaiso.  I  took  no  goods  for  sale;  neither  did  I  offer  any  for  sale 
while  on  board  the  Dolphin.  I  was  landed  from  the  Dolphin  at  Molliendo,  and  took  with  me,  to  Arequipa, 
all  my  baggage,  with  these  two  trunks  of  samples.  They  went  on  board  the  Dolphin,  as  my  baggage, 
without  the  knowledge  or  permission  of  either  Commodore  Stewart  or  Captain  Connor. 

Ques.  Where  money  or  bullion  was  put  on  board  ships-of-war,  in  the  Pacific,  for  deposit  or  trans- 
portation, was  a  receipt  or  bill  of  lading  given  therefor,  signed  by  the  commander;  and  did  said  receipts 
and  bills  of  lading  pass  for  so  much  cash  for  the  purchase  of  goods? 
Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  Did  you  know  a  man  named  Madrid?  Was  he  on  board  the  Franklin?  When,  where,  and  how 
did  he  come  on  board?     Where  did  he  leave  her? 

Ans.  He  came  on  board  at  Callao.  I  know  it  from  Mrs.  Stewart's  sending  for  me  to  come  into  the 
cabin  as  the  ship  was  getting  under  way,  and  holding  a  note  in  her  hand  which  she  observed  she  had 
received  from  a  female  friend  in  Lima,  recommending  this  person,  Madrid,  to  her  protection.  She  asked 
my  opinion  about  his  remaining  on  board,  and  her  protecting  him.  1  told  her  she  ought  to  do  no  such 
thing  without  the  consent  of  the  commodore.  She  observed  the  commodere  would  probably  turn  him  on 
shore  and  that  he  would  be  shot.  I  understood  from  her  he  was  a  deserter.  After  some  conversation 
between  us,  I  observed  I  would  go  on  deck,  and  if  the  boat  in  which  he  had  come  was  alongside,  he  must 
get  into  her  and  leave  the  ship,  or  I  would  inform  the  commodore  of  his  being  there.  Wlien  I  got  on  deck 
I  found  that  the  boat  had  shoved  off,  and  was  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ship.  I 
therefore  thought  no  more  of  him  until  the  ship  arrived  at  Quilca,  where  he  went  on  shore.  I  was  lauded 
at  Molliendo;  went  up  to  Arequipa;  was  absent  seven  or  eight  days.  When  I  returned  to  Quilca,  he 
was  still  on  board  the  ship.  Mrs.  Stewart,  after  my  return  from  Arequipa,  sent  for  me  into  the  cabin  and 
observed  to  me,  I  wish  you  would  get  this  man  out  of  the  ship.  I  asked  what  man?  She  replied,  what, 
have  you  forgot  all  about  him,  the  man  who  came  on  board  at  Callao.  I  asked  if  the  Franklin  had  not 
boats  enough  to  get  him  on  shore?  She  said  yes,  but  she  did  not  like  to  ask  the  lieutenants  to  put  him 
ashore,  and  asked  me  whether  I  could  not  procurd  a  boat  from  some  other  vessel,  which  I  did.  I  bor- 
rowed a  boat,  went  on  board  the  Franklin,  went  into  the  cabin  and  told  Mrs.  Stewart  there  was  a  boat 
alongside  the  ship  that  would  take  the  man  ashore.  AVhether  I  went  ashore  in  the  boat  I  cannot  recol- 
lect; he.  however,  went  off  in  it.  I  saw  him  about  ten  or  twelve  days  after  at  Arequipa.  I  fell  in  with 
him  on  the  grand  square.  He  appeared  in  the  same  dress  he  had  on  board  the  ship,  whicli  was  a  very 
mean  one.     I  know  nothing  more  of  him  than  what  I  have  stated. 

Ques.  Did  you  get  a  saw  from  the  P'ranklin?  When  and  where  did  you  get  it?  Was  it  returned; 
when  and  where? 

Ans.  I  got  a  saw  at  Quilca,  under  the  promise  of  returning  it  at  Valparaiso,  where  I  thought  I 
should  be  able  to  purchase  another.  When  I  arrived  a  Valparaiso,  I  was  not  able  to  procure  one,  and 
got  a  friend  to  write  up  to  St.  Jago,  about  thirty  leagues  distant,  to  ascertain  if  I  could  purchase  one 
there.  Not  being  able  to  obtain  one,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity,  on  my  arrival  in  the  United  States, 
to  have  a  new  saw  purchased  and  deposited  in  the  Navy  yard,  at  New  York,  for  which  I  have  a  receipt. 
Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  Commodore  Stewart  refused  to  detain  the  ship  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  moneys  or  bullion  on  its  way  from  the  mines  of  Arequipa  to  the  Franklin?  if  yea, 
state  the  times  and  circumstances. 

Ans.  I  do.  I  was  authorized  by  a  number  of  persons  at  Arequipa,  Americans  and  Englishmen,  to 
make  the  conmiodore  this  proposition,  when  he  was  about  to  sail  from  Quilca,  that  if  he  would  remain 
from  fourteen  to  twenty  days,  they  would  be  ready  to  put  on  board  the  Franklin  about  $500,000;  and  if 
the  money  did  not  come  down  in  that  time,  I  obligated  myself  to  be  responsible  to  the  commodore  for  the 
freight.  His  reply  was,  public  service  is  before  private  interest,  and  he  refused  to  wait.  I  know  like- 
wiso  of  an  application  being  made  to  him  by  an  English  gentlemen,  by  the  name  of  Turner,  who  asked 
his  permission  to  go  down  to  Lima  from  Arica,  as  a  passenger  in  the  ship,  and  to  take  with  him 
about  $10,000.  The  commodore  told  him  he  would  take  the  uioney,  but  could  not  give  him  a  passage. 
He  observed,  tliat  if  he  could  not  go  himself  he  should  not  ship  the  money.  He  did  not  go  in  the  ship; 
whether  he  shipped  the  money  I  do  not  know. 
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Examined  by  tlie  judge  advocate: 

Question.  Was  any  part  of  tlic  original  cargo  of  the  Canton  landed  at  Valparaiso?  Of  what  did  it 
consist? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  some  was  landed,  but  I  do  not  know  of  what  it  consisted. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  whether  any  arms  wt're  carried  from  Valparaiso  in  the  Pearl  or  any  other  ship 
that  sailed  about  the  same  time  with  tlie  Franklin,  and  where  the  same  were  landed? 

Ans.  I  do  not. 

Q«es.  Do  you  know  whether  any  arms  were  landed  frojii  the  Pearl  at  Quilca  or  Arica,  or  transhipped 
from  her  on  board  the  Canton  at  either  of  those  places? 

Ans.  I  do  not. 

Ques.  Were  you  ever  requested  by  Commodore  Stewart  to  board  vessels  or  perform  other  duties 
properly  belonging  to  officers,  other  than  the  carrying  the  dispatch  from  him  to  General  Ramirez,  of 
which  you  have  spoken? 

Ans.  I  was  not. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  which  Commodore  Stewart  refused  to  give  convoy  or  protec- 
tion to  American  vessels,  or  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  a  fair  and  lawful  trade? 

Ans.   I  do  not. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  Did  Commodore  Stewart  make  you  pay  the  expenses  of  the  officer  who 
carried  the  dispatch  to  the  supreme  director  from  Valparaiso  to  Santiago? 

Ans.  He  did. 

On  the  part  of  the  accused,  sundry  documents  were  then  read  to  the  court,  annexed  to  the  record, 
and  marked  ( — ). 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  September  1. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court  (excepting  Cap- 
tains Henley  and  Wadsworth,  both  of  whom  were  detained  from  the  court  by  indisposition),  and  the 
judge  advocate.  Mr.  Hopkinson,  as  counsel  for  Captain  Stewart,  apologized  for  the  absence  of  the 
accused,  stating  that  he  was  very  much  indisposed,  and  requesting  that  the  residue  of  the  documents 
might  nevertheless  now  be  read.  The  court  acceded  to  this  proposition,  and  the  reading  of  the  documents 
was  continued,  and  the  same  were  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  ( — ). 

After  concluding  the  reading  of  tlie  documents,  the  court,  being  informed  that  the  defence  would  be 
prepared  by  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  adjourned  till  that  time. 

Friday,  September  2. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  j^esterday.  Present:  all  the  members  of  the  court, 
the  judge  advocate,  and  Captain  Stewart. 

The  defence  was  then  read  to  the  court  by  Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  annexed 
to  the  record,  and  marked  ( — ). 

The  court  having  been  cleared,  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  charges  and  specifications,  evidence 
and  defence,  and  having  maturely  considered  the  same,  and  formed  its  opinion  upon  each  and  every  cf  the 
matters  of  accusation,  in  order  that  the  judge  advocate  might  reduce  the  same  to  form,  the  court 
adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  September  3. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  The  judge  advocate  read  and  submitted 
to  the  court  the  record  of  the  opinion,  finding,  and  sentence  of  the  court  upon  the  several  charges  and 
specifications  against  the  accused,  which,  being  approved  and  signed  by  the  court,  was  directed  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Department,  with  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  whereupon  the  court 
adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

JAMES  BARRON,  President. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 


At  a  general  court-martial,  convened  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  bearing  date  the  seventeenth  day  of  August  instant.  Present:  Captain  James  Barron,  president; 
Captains  William  M.  Crane,  Robert  T.  Spence,  John  D.  Henley,  Jesse  P.  Elliot,  Stephen  Cassin,  James 
Renshaw,  Thoines  Brown,  Charles  C.  P.  Thomspon,  Alexander  S.  Wadsworth,  George  W.  Rodgers,  and 
George  C.  Read,  members;  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  judge  advocate. 

This  court  having  fully  and  maturely  investigated  the  matters  submitted  to  it  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Charles  Stewart,  and  considered  the  charges  and  specifications,  the  evidence  and  the  defence  of  the  accused 
proceeded,  this  third  day  of  September,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  to  which  time  the  court  had  been  adjourned 
from  day  to  day,  to  determine  upon  the  same;  and  after  such  deliberation,  it  is  of  opinion  that  the  first 
and  second  specifications,  and  the  first  charge,  are  not  proved,  as  it  alleges  that  the  said  Captain  Stewart 
did  prevent  the  captain  of  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano  from  taking  and  sending  in,  for  adjudication,  the 
American  ship  the  Canton,  then  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade;  that  in  so  doing,  the  said  Charles  Stewart 
was  acting  in  strict  obedience  to  his  duty,  as  indicated  both  in  his  instructions  and  by  the  laws  of  nations; 
and  that  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  was  highly  meritorious  and  praiseworthy.  The  court  is  also  of 
opinion  that  the  residue  of  the  specifications  is  not"  proved.  The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  specifications  are  not  proved.  It  is  of  opinion  that  the  tenth  speci- 
fication is  so  far  proved  as  it  alleges  the  purchase  of  the  articles  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  made 
from  the  Canton,  but  the  court  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  tiiere  was  no  impropriety  in  the  act;  that  it 
was  proper  and  correct;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  specification  is  not  proved.  In  relation  to  the  eleventh 
specification,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  so  far  proved  as  it  relates  to  the  employment  of  the  carpenters 
and  other  pef  sous  attached  to  the  Franklin  iQ  the  manner  stated ;  but  it  is  also  of  opinion  that  such  employ- 
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ment  was,  in  all  cases  to  which  the  proof  reaches,  proper,  consonant  to  the  practice  of  the  service,  and  in 
every  view  perfectly  unobjectionable,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  specification  is  not  proved.  The  twelfth 
specification  is  not  proved.  The  thirteenth  is  so  far  proved  as  that  it  is  shown  by  the  testimony  that  the 
said  Eliphalet  Smith  was,  on  one  occasion,  employed,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  Captain  Stewart,  and 
in  aid  of  the  public  interests,  to  carry  a  dispatch,  which  had  no  other  than  public  objects,  and  that  this 
employment  of  Captain  Smith  was  designed  for  the  public  good,  and  has  not  the  remotest  reference  to,  or 
effect  upon,  any  other  interests,  and  that  the  residue  of  the  specification  is  not  proved.  The  court  is  also 
of  opinion  that  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  specifications  are  not  proved.  The  seventeenth  is  so 
far  proved  as  it  relates  to  the  building  of  three  small  schooners,  with  the  aid  of  the  carpenters  of  the  Frank- 
lin, but  not  out  of  government  property;  that  this  was  in  the  judicious  and  faithful  exercise  of  an  unques- 
tionable right;  and  that  the  individuals  thus  employed,  were  thus  employed  by  their  own  free  choice,  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  compensated  for  their  labor.  It  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  eighteenth  specification 
is  proved ;  but  the  act  therein  alleged  is  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  service,  in  fulfillment  of  one 
of  the  duties  which  public  vessels  owe  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  nation,  and  essentially  useful  and 
necessary.  In  the  circumstances  accompanying  this  particular  act,  it  was  wholly  unobjectionable,  and 
not  attended  with  any  loss  or  injury  to  the  public.  The  nineteenth  specification  is  also  proved  in  point 
of  fact;  but  this  likewise  is  deemed  by  the  court  one  of  those  acts  in  which  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  those  engaged  in  commerce  may  be  essentially  promoted  without  the  slightest  public  injury,  and  that 
in  this  instance  it  was  wholly  unobjectionable.  As  regards  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty-second, 
and  twenty-third  specifications,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  said  Weaver  was  absent  from  the 
Franklin,  with  a  permission  granted  on  proper  and  sufiScient  grounds,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Franklin  at 
Callao,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  August,  1822;  that  subsequent  to  this  period  he  was  absent  without  leave; 
that  the  muster-rolls  transmitted  to  the  Department  did  not  precisely  accord  with  those  on  hoard  the 
Franklin,  but  the  variances  between  them  were  wholly  immaterial,  such  as  could  not  have  been  designed, 
because  not  calculated  to  produce  the  smallest  inconvenience  or  injury,  and  which  the  court  believes  were 
purely  accidental;  nor  can  the  court  perceive  any  grounds  upon  which  to  attribute  this  mistake,  innocent 
and  unimportant  as  it  was,  to  any  inadvertance  of  the  accused.  It  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  muster  roll 
approved  in  November,  1824,  was  approved  in  a  regular  manner,  and  at  a  proper  time;  that  the  entry 
contained  in  it  corresponded  with  the  fact  and  with  tke  information  previously  communicated  to  the  Depart- 
ment. The  court  is  likewise  of  opinion  that  the  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh, 
twenty-eighth,  and  twenty-ninth,  the  only  remaining  specifications  of  the  first  charge,  are  not  nor  is  either 
of  them  proved,  and  it  does  adjudge  and  declare  that  the  said  Charles  Stewart  is  not  guilty  of  the  first 
charge. 

The  court  is  likewise  of  opinion  that  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  specifications  of 
the  second  charge  are  not  proved,  and  that  the  second  specification  is  only  so  far  proved  as  is  set  forth, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  upon  the  third  specification  of  the  first  charge,  and  therefore  does  pronounce 
and  adjudge  that  the  said  Charles  Stewart  is  not  guilty  of  the  second  chai-ge. 

The  facts  set  forth  in  the  first  specification  of  the  third  charge  have  already  been  passed  upon  by  the 
court,  in  its  opinion  upon  the  twentieth  specification  of  the  first  charge,  and  reference  is  therefore  made 
to  the  finding  of  the  court  thereupon.  The  second  and  third  specifications  are  not  proved.  The  court 
does,  therefore,  adjudge  and  declare  that  the  said  Charles  Stewart  is  not  guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

In  relation  to  the  specification  of  the  fourth  charge,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  same  is 
not  proved,  and  therefore  the  said  Charles  Stewart  is  adjudged  and  declared  not  guilty  of  the  said  fourth 
charge. 

In  terminating  a  trial  which  has  awakened  so  general  and  so  deep  an  interest,  and  in  submitting  the 
result  to  the  Executive,  the  court  trusts  that  the  peculiar  character  of  the  accusations  which  have  been 
investigated  will  furnish  an  excuse  for  appending  to  the  record  a  few  remarks. 

When  rumors  and  reports  are  widely  and  industriously  disseminated,  calculated  to  impair  the  high 
standing  and  usefulness  of  an  officer  in  whom  great  trust  and  confidence  have  been  reposed,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  afford  to  such  officer,  by  the  convention  of  a  proper  tribunal,  an  ample 
opportunity  of  vindicating  himself  before  the  world.  To  afford  this  opportunity,  and  to  preserve  from 
the  insidious  effects  of  unmerited  reproach  a  reputation  dear  to  the  nation,  won  by  the  honorable  services 
of  seven  and  twenty  years,  to  extinguish  prejudices  and  suspicions  created  by  misrepresentations  or 
misconceptions  of  public  agents  and  private  individuals,  and  finally  to  do  all  which  the  laws,  which 
justice  and  which  honor  exact,  this  court  has  been  convened. 

Charges  and  specifications  have  been  preferred,  embracing  all  the  accusations  made  against  Captain 
Stewart;  an  investigation  has  been  made  into  their  truth.  It  has  been  conducted  by  the  judge  advocate 
in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  yet  with  a  minuteness  and  fullness  calculated  to  leave  no  doubt  or  cloud 
of  suspicion  resting  upon  the  fcharacter  of  the  accused.  This  investigation  has  produced  what  was 
desired  by  Captain  Stewart,  and  intended  by  the  Executive,  a  development  of  all  the  important  trans- 
actions attending  the  late  cruise  of  the  Franklin  in  the  Pacific,  and  the  principles  and  motives  which 
guided  the  conduct  of  her  commander.  These  charges  and  sperifiontions  the  court  has  adjudged  not  to 
be  proved — to  be,  in  some  respects,  utterly  groundless,  and  in  "Ihcis  to  have  originated  in  a  misconcep- 
tion or  misrepresentation  of  the  most  innocent  and  meritorious  acis,  and  Captain  Stewart  has  been  must 
fully  and  most  honorably  acquitted  of  every,  even  the  slightest  iuipropricty. 

The  court,  however,  conceives  that  the  peculiar  character  of  the  accusation  is  such  that  it  would  not 
render  that  full  measure  of  justice  which  is  required  at  its  hands,  by  a  simple  judgment  of  acquittal.  It 
is  therefore  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  go  farther  and  to  make  unhesitatingly  this  declaration  to  the 
world,  that  so  far  from  having  violated  the  high  duties  of  neutrality  and  respect  for  the  laws  of  nations; 
80  far  from  having  sacrificed  the  honor  of  the  American  flag  or  tarnished  his  own  fair  fame  by  acting 
upon  any  motives  of  a  mercenary  or  sordid  kind;  so  far  from  having  neglected  his  duty  or  betrayed  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  by  refusing  proper  protection  to  American  citizens  and  property  or  rendering  such 
protection  subservient  to  individual  interests,  no  one  circumstance  has  been  developed  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  this  minute  investigation  into  the  various  occurrences  of  a  three  years'  cruise,  calculated 
to  impair  the  confidence  which  the  members  of  this  court,  the  navy,  and  the  nation  haCvc  long  reposed  in 
the  honor,  the  talents,  and  the  patriotism  of  this  distinguished  officer,  or  to  weaken  in  any  manner  the 
opinion  which  all  who  knew  him  entertained  of  his  humanity  and  disinterestedness.     These  virtues  only 
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glow  with  brighter  lustre  from  this  ordeal  of  trial,  like  the  stars  he  triumphantly  displayed  when  valor 
and  skill  achieved  a  new  victory  to  adorn  the  annals  of  our  naval  glory. 

JAMES  BARRON,  President. 

W.  M.  CRANE. 

ROB.  TRAIL  SPENCE. 

J.  D.  HENLY. 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

S.  CASSIN. 

JAMES  RENSHAW. 

THOS.  BROWN. 

CHAS.  C.  B.  THOMPSON. 

ALEX.  S.  WADSWORTH. 

GEO.  W.  RODGERS. 

GEO.  C.  READ. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  court  are  approved;  with  the  exception  of  the  exclusion  of 
Samuel  Brown  as  an  incompetent  witness;  the  grounds  of  objection  to  his  testimony,  apparent  on  the  face 
of  the  record,  being  considered  as  going  to  his  credibility,  and  not  to  his  competency. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washington,  September  5,  1825. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Arica,  June  22,  1822. 
Sir:  You  will  assume  the  command  and  direction  of  the  dispatch  boat,  and  have  her  rigged,  and 
prepared  for  service. 

When  that  is  accomplished,  you  will  apply  to  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Hunter  for  the  men  necessary  for 
her  navigation.  When  you  have  prepared  her  for  service  you  will  report  to  me,  and  your  instructions 
will  be  furnished  accordingly. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Henry,  U.  S.  Shij}  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao,  April  23,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  deliver  over  to  Mr.  Nixon  the  dispatch  boat  Peruvian,  and  repair  on  board  the  Franklin 
and  resume  your  station. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  H.  Henry.     Present. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fr.\nklIn,  off  Quiica,  July  24,  1822. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  Guyaquil,  where  you  will  inform  yourself  with 
respect  to  the  loss  of  an  American  whale  ship,  said  to  have  taken  place  on  that  coast;  the  property  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  the  government,  and  the  crew  placed  under  restraint.  This  information  was 
received  by  Captain  Ridgely,  when  last  at  Lima,  from  a  seaman  who  said  he  had  belonged  to  the  ship, 
and  had  made  his  escape.  Should  you  find  this  to  prove  a  fact,  you  will  use  your  best  endeavors,  by 
strong  representations  to  the  authorities,  to  obtain  their  release,  and  a  restitution  of  the  property. 

You  will  also  represent  to  the  government  at  that  place,  by  a  suitable  note,  the  case  of  the  American 
schooner  Amanda,  which  vessel  was  taken  possession  of  bj'  the  authorities  of  Guayaquil,  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  their  troops,  for  which  no  compensation  whatever  has  been  made  to  the  owners  of  that  ves- 
sel. You  will  pay  all  the  respect  due  to  the  authorities  at  the  places  you  may  visit,  and  by  no  means  do 
anything  calculated  to  compromit  our  neutral  attitude.  You  will  obtain  from  the  best  sources,  and  your 
own  observation,  all  the  political  and  commercial  information  that  circumstances  will  permit,  and  make 
note  of  such  as  may  be  useful  to  our  government  or  national  interests.  You  will  also  ascertain,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  real  state  of  the  government  and  country,  and  the  disposition  of  both  towards  the  United 
States. 

You  will  make  no  unnecessary  delay  in  accomplishing  these  objects  and  returning  off  Lima,  where 
you  will  find  this  ship  or  further  orders  for  your  guidance. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage,  1  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 

P.  S. — You  will  please  to  ascertain  at  Guayaquil,  if  possible,  the  practicability  of  an  officer  passing 
over  to  Panama  with  dispatches  to  Washington;  and  whether  passports  can  be  obtained  from  the  autho- 
rities of  that  place. 

C.  S. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Henry,  commanding  the  Disijatvh  Boat. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  March  23,  1823. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  some  letters  which  have  come  to  hand  since  you  left  us.     On 
your  arrival  here  you  will  take  on  board  all  the  provisions,  &c.,  which  j'ou  may  want,  and  my  letters,  &c. 
for  this  ship  or  the  Dolphin,  and  come  without  delay  to  Quilca,  where  you  will  iiud  us,  or  such  further 
directions  as  may  be  necessary  for  your  guidance. 

I  remain,  respectfully  yours,  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Henry,  commanding  the  Peruvian,  Valparaiso. 


Lima,  March  25,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note,  received  last  evening  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
soliciting  your  stay  in  ])ort  until  after  the  departure  of  a  secret  expedition,  which  I  am  assured  will  take 
place  in  the  course  of  the  present  week.  As  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  sir,  since  your 
arrival,  I  am  a  stranger  to  your  arrangements,  and  know  not  that  it  may  interfere  with  them;  byt 
■whether  so  or  not,  allow  me  to  add  that  public  usage  has  pointed  this  out  as  the  mode  of  interfering  with 
the  sailing  of  neutral  ships-of-war  during  any  particular  emergency,  and  that  the  courtesy  of  nations  has 
ever  given  to  it  a  controlling  operation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  i-espect,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  B.  FREVOST. 
Lieut.  Henry,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the  Tender  Feriivian,  Callao. 


Lima,  3farse  24,  del  1823. 

EI  ministro  de  estado  y  relacions  estenines  del  Peru,  ticne  la  honra  de  communicar  al  agente  diplo- 
matica  de  los  E.  U.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Provost,  que  est  Presidentc  de  esta  republica  Colombia,  que  la  getita  Peru- 
vian, conea  del  navio  Franklin  no  zerpase  del  Callao  antes  de  la  saleda  de  la  expedicion  y  dobe  verificaese 
pronto;  y  en  casa  de  conceptuaese  sa  muy  ergonte  de  la  vela,  antes  del  termina  designado  se  verifique 
bayo  la  palabro  de  honor  del  commandante  de  dicha  buque  de  noticer  en  puuto  alguno  de  los  ocupados 
por  los  enemigos. 

Con  este  motivo,  el  ministro  de  estada,  que  subsende  mattua  et  I'agente  diplomatica  de  los  E.  TJ., 
los  sentimentos  de  la  mas  alta  consideracion,  y  aprecia, 

Firmado,  FRANCISCO  VALINESA. 


A  true  copy. 


J.  B.  PROVOST. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  covering  a  copy 
of  one  from  the  minister  of  state  of  the  republic  of  Peru,  requesting  that  the  dispatch  boat  Peruvian 
would  wait  the  sailing  of  an  expedition  which  you  assure  me  will  put  to  si  a  ihiswcck;  and,  if  this 
request  could  not  be  acceded  to,  that  the  oflBcer  commanding  her  would  ]r|(Mlj;c  liir,  word  of  honor  not 
to  touch  at  any  port  in  possession  of  the  enemies  of  the  republic.  T  shall  ab.stuin  IVom  making  any 
remarks  on  the  above  condition,  which  is  as  offensive  as  it  is  niiiu-cccdcntrd. 

Although  it  is  important  the  vessel  in  question  should  join  tlic   Fiaiiklin  a.s  soon  as  possible,  for 
which  purpose  she  was  to  have  sailed  to-day,  yet,  as  I  feel  sutistiLd  I  shall  only  act  in  accordance  with 
the  disposition  of  Commodore  Stewart,  by  acceding  to  all  reasonable  requests  of  the  Peruvian  govern- 
ment, the  sailing  of  the  Peruvian  will  be  deferred  until  Tuesday  next. 
Very  respectfidly  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  CONNER. 

J.  B.  Prevost,  Esq.,  Sjxcial  Agent  of  the  United  States,  Lima. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  of  Quilca,  April  22,  1823. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  ship  Talbot  having  certainly  sailed  from  Norfolk  in  November  last,  by 
which  vessel  I  have  Imig  l.fon  cxiiofting  dispatches,  and  as  she  is  in  all  probability  near  or  at  Valparaiso, 
you  will  proci'i'd  tn  tlial  plaic  \\i\\\  all  ilispalch,  and  receive  the  dispatches  and  letters  for  this  ship  and 
the  schooner  l)(il|iliiii,  ami  hk  it  me  at  l-iina  without  delay. 

I  reiiiuiii,  very  respcctiully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 
Lieut.  Henry  Henry,  commanding  the  DisjMtch  Schooner  Peruvian. 


Rir:  Ytiu  will  iii-iM-iT 

■d  with  111 

tenai 

it  Mavo,)  with  all  p 

.i.ssil.lo  o: 

you, 

for  Lieutenant  Mayo 

<,   any  dis 

U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  January  12,  1823. 
dispatch  boat  under  your  command,  (after  receiving  on  board  Lieu- 

ledition,  to   Lima,  where  Licuti^iiant   Coinniaiidaiit  Conner  will   give 
atclies  or  letters  he  may  have  tur  the  guvernnient.     You  will  lose  no 
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time  at  that  place  by  waiting,  unless  under  such  circumstances,  from  important  events  likely  to  occur, 
as  may  be  deemed  important  for  the  information  of  the  government.  Afterwards  proceed  without  delay 
to  Panama,  and  land  Mr.  Mayo.  You  will  then  return  to  Lima,  and  in  case  jon  hear  nothing  from  nie 
after  remaining  there  ten  days,  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  passage,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 
Lieutenant  Henby  Henry,  DiqMtch  Boat  Pevuman. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao  Bay,  August  4,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Valparaiso,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  provisions  for  this 
ship  in  readiness  by  the  first  of  October  next,  when  I  expect  to  be  thei-e,  and  wish  no  detention  of  the 
ship  for  the  want  of  provisions.  You  will  be  guided  by  your  own  discretion  and  view  of  the  state  of 
affairs  generally  whether  you  return  to  me  or  not;  but  write  me  your  intentions,  if  any  opportunity 
occurs,  and  I  shall  be  enabled  to  make  my  calculations  accordingly. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  passage,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 
Lieut.  Henry  Henry,  Schooner  Peruvian. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  February  .5,  1824. 
Sir:  Should  you  not  find  any  dispatch  from  the  Vice-King  for  me  on  your  arrival  at  Quilca,  you  will 
repair  immediately  to  Valparaiso.  You  will  hold  or  have  no  intercourse  with  Quilca  on  any  other 
subject  whatever,  neither  will  you  land,  or  permit  any  of  your  people  so  to  do,  but  send  the  Arab's  boat 
in  to  receive  any  communication  there  may  be.  You  will  not  take  any  letters  or  communications  for  any 
persons  whatever  at  that  place,  and  it  would  be  desirable  that  you  should  not  anchor. 
Wishing  you  a  speedy  return  to  me,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 
Lieutenant  Henry  Henry,  commanding  the  Dis^mtch  Schooner  Peruvian. 


United  States  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  March,  15,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  remain  at  this  place,    with  the  Peruvian  under  your  command,  until  the  arrival  of 
Commodore  Hull  in  the  frigate  United  States,  to  whom  you  will  deliver  the  accompaning  letter,  and 
place  yourself  under  his  orders,  holding  the  Peruvian  in  readiness  to  depart  at  an  hour's  notice. 

The  enclosed  directions  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Conner  of  the  Dolphin,  and  Lieutenant  Ham- 
mersl.y,  commander  of  the  hired  armed  brig  Amanda,  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  them  as  they  arrive 
from  Chili. 

Wishing  you  a  speedy  restoration  to  health,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  STEWART. 
Lieut.  Henry  Henry,  commanding  Peruvian. 


Philadelphia,  November  4,  1824. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  dispatch  vessel  called  the  Pei'uvian,  and  belonging  to  ino,  was  wholly  and 
exclusively  employed  in  the  public  service,  and  for  the  use  of  the  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific,  the  whole 
period  Lieutenant  Henry  Henry  commanded  that  vessel. 

C.  S. 


Navy  Department,  November  15,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  received. 

When  I  had  a  conversation  with  you,  I  made  no  objection  to  your  claim,  because  I  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  the  case,  nor  am  I  yet  perfectly  informed  upon  the  subject;  but  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
for  an  additional  allowance  to  you  while  commanding  a  very  small  private  vessel. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieut.  Henry  Henry,  U.  S.  Navy,  PhiladeliMa. 


Navy  Department,  November  18,  1824. 
Sir:  The  papers  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  have  changed  the  views  taken  by  the 
Department  of  your  claim  for  pay,  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  your  account  to  be  allowed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  papers  transmitted  by  you  are  herewith  returned. 
Lieut.  Henry  Henry,  U.  S.  Navy,  Philadelphia. 
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Saturday,  June  5,  1824. 

Sir:  The  ofEcevs  wlio  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  tlic  2d  inst.,  (with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant 
Hunter,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  Mr.  Andrews,)  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  answer,  and  beg  leave  to 
remark : 

That  they  who  have  served  under  your  command  nearly  three  years,  and  many  of  them  for  a  much 
longer  time,  without  any  public  mark  of  your  censure  or  disapprobation,  feel  hurt  that,  at  tliis  late  period, 
they  siiould'have  entered  most  willingly  and  unhesitatingly  into  the  performance  of  an  act  which  is  con- 
sidered by  you  as  ofBcious  interference,  and  evidence  of  combination. 

Their  solicitation  was  simply  tlie  eifiision  of  their  sympathy  for  a  fellow  officer,  of  whose  sufferings 
they,  in  a  measure,  might  be  considered  the  cause,  inasmucli  as  the  object  of  liis  close  confinement  was 
stated  to  be  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  this  ship,  and  the  terms  of  his  release  that  he  would  pledge 
himself  not  to  provoke,  molest,  or  impede  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  ship,  until 
his  case  should  be  finally  decided.  And  understanding  that  it  was  your  wish  to  render  his  situation  as 
little  irksome  as  possible,  and  anxious  that  the  enforcement  of  the  rigid  restrictions  imposed  on  Lieut. 
Sands  should  not  arise  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  relations  between  him  and  the  officers  of  the  ship 
generally,  they  deemed  that  the  expression  of  their  sentiments  on  this  subject  would  not  only  not  be 
looked  upon  as  impertinent,  but  would  be  even  considered  as  the  fulfillment  of  an  obligation  due  to  their 
commander  and  their  messmate. 

Conscious  then,  of  the  correctness  and  purity  of  their  motive,  they  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
disavow  the  intention  of  officious  interference,  and  request  to  be  acquitted  of  the  accusation  of  conduct 
constituting  "combination,"  which,  if  merited,  would  be  unbecoming  in  them  as  individuals,  disgraceful 
to  them  as  officers,  and  at  variance  with  the  high  respect  due  to  their  commander. 

Commander  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  United  Slates  Ship  Franklin. 

U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  Sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  Last  evening  I  received  an  anonymous  letter  addressed  to  me,  purporting  to  come  from  all  the 
officers  who  addressed  a  note  to  me  on  the  2d  inst.,  with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews. 

You  will  please  to  transmit  to  me  a  categorical  avowal  or  disavowal  of  this  letter  having  received 
your  authority  and  consent. 
I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Copies  of  the  above  were  sent  to  Lieutenants  E.  Ridgeway,  H.  W.  Ogden,  W.  J.  McCIuney;  Acting 
Lieutenants  J.  B.  Hall,  L.  M.  Goldsborough;  Surgeon  T.  B.  Salter;  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Harris; 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Charles  Grymes;  Acting  Purser  J.  Watson;  Surgeons'  Mates  J.  Corzick,  R. 
Stevens;  Sailing  Master  E.  Peck. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  7,  1824. 
Sir:  In  giving  my  consent  to  a  note's  being  sent  you  on  the  5th  inst.,  explanatory  of  the  letter  which 
was  written  you  on  the  2d,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  it  was  only  intended  by  me  as  a  respectful  explanation 
of  what  I  was  sorry  to  learn  you  were  displeased  with,  wishing  to  do  away  with  any  bad  impression  on 
your  mind;  and  so  anxious  am  I  to  assure  you  that  I  had  not  the  least  idea  of  offering  you  offence  by  any 
part  of  my  conduct,  that  I  am  willing  to  withdraw  my  name  from  both  communications  referred  to. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  respect  due  from  a  junior  to  a  senior  officer,  and  if  I  have  acted  inconsistently 
I  beg  you  will  attribute  my  error  to  the  warmth  of  my  feelings  in  behalf  of  a  friend  rather  than  to  any 
disrespectful  motive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  OGDEN. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  1,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday,  agreeably  to  your  wish,  cancels  your  signature  and  consent  to  the  let- 
ters of  the  2d  and  5th  instant. 

Your  warm  feelings  professed  in  that  note  as  a  friend  of  Lieutenant  Sands  ought  to  be  appreciated 
and  honored,  and  perhaps  few  estimate  more  such  feeling  growing  and  advancing  with  life  between  two 
young  officers  than  I  do;  they  are  inestimable  in  every  point  of  view,  and  ought  to  be  cherished.  To  you, 
then,  who  profess  those  sentiments  for  him,  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  saying  how  much  it  is  in  your  power 
to  serve  him,  both  by  good  advice  and  by  good  works.  With  a  view,  then,  to  contribute  anything  in  my 
power  to  promote  and  cherish  this  sentiment  between  you,  I  can  only  say  that  if  you  find  yourself  at  a 
loss,  and  will  advise  with  me  for  his  benefit,  you  will  find  me  disposed  to  give  it  freely  and  to  exert  my 
authoritj'  liberally;  and  if  thereby  I  can  contribute,  with  yourself  or  any  other  of  the  officers,  his  friends, 
to  bury  in  the  Pacific  the  griefs  and  misfortunes  of  the  Pacific,  that  you  may  return  through  the  Atlantic 
to  your  country  with  the  same  unanimity  with  which  you  left  it,  it  will  afford  me  great  satisfaction. 
I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  H.  W.  Ogden,  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 
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United  States  Ship  Feanklin,  June  4,  1824. 
Sir:  It  has  given  me  great  pain  to  observe,  (in  your  answer  to  the  ward  room  officers'  request,  that 
Mr.  Sands  might  be  released  from  his  close  confinement,  and  admitted  to  the  usual  privileges  of  officers 
under  arrest,  and  to  which  my  name  was  affixed  by  me,  as  one  of  the  signers, )  tluit  you  sliould  deem  it  au 
officious  interference,  and  a  combination.  Believe  me  when  I  assure  you,  sir,  tliat  I  had  not  the  most 
remote  idea  of  interfering  with  your  duties,  or  entering  into  any  combination  for  that  or  any  other 
purpose;  but  believing  that  you  would  embrace  any  measure,  consistent  with  your  duties,  to  release  Mr. 
Sands,  from  his  disagreeable  situation,  I  did  suppose  that  this  mediation,  as  it  was  simply  meant,  might 
have  some  eflect.  I  was  aware  at  the  time  that  it  might  have  the  appearance  of  an  officious  interference, 
but  was  and  acted  under  the  impression  that  you  would  not  view  it  in  that  light,  and  regret  exceedingly 
that  any  act  of  mine  should  deserve  so  severe  a  censure  from  a  commander  whom  I  so  sincerely  respect 
and  esteem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  FITZGERALD. 


United  States  Ship  Franklin,  at  Sea,  June  4,  1824. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  can  only  observe,  that  there  was  no  other  light  left  me  to 
view  the  joint  note  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  this  ship  than  two,  viz:  that  of  an  officious  interfe- 
rence with  my  duties  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  ship,  or,  that  the  officers  considered  my 
conduct  as  reprehensible,  from  an  oppressive,  cruel,  and  lawless  confinement  of  Lieutenant  Sands  to  his 
room,  (without  sentinel,  and  with  egress  and  ingress  as  he  thinks  proper),  and  that,  by  a  spontaneous  and 
combined  expression  of  their  desires  in  his  case,  they  presumed  to  drive  me  from  my  duties,  and  make 
any  further  violent  acts  he  may  be  guilty  of,  recoil  on  me. 

I  feel  sensible  that  yourself,  as  well  as  several  other  of  the  officers,  have  been  decoyed  into  the  act 
by  some  on  board  this  ship,  who  have  neither  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  Lieutenant  Sands,  the  harmony 
of  the  ship,  or  the  good  of  the  service  at  heart.  There  could  be  no  difficulty  with  me  in  penetrating  its 
two-fold  object,  neither  of  which  is  honorable  to  an  officer,  or  reputable  to  the  service. 

I  am  aware,  also,  with  how  little  difficulty  some  designing  men  can  get  up  a  paper,  which  bears  on 
its  face  and  purport  an  appearance  of  humanity  and  goodness ;  and  under  this  semblance  how  easy  it  is 
to  decoy  a  brother  officer  out  of  his  signature. 

,  Your  explanation  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  motives  which  prompted 
you  to  combine  with  the  other  oificers,  emanated  from  a  superabundance  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness. 
I  can  therefore  only  regret,  that  a  necessity  should  exist  at  all  for  the  state  in  which  Lieutenant  Sands  is 
placed — but  he  has  reduced  himself  to  it,  and  it  rests  only  with  himself  to  be  released  from  the  contracted 
limits  assigned  him. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Edward  Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  United  States  Shij:)  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  7,  1824. 
Sir:    In  case  you  should  think  that  I  have  intentionally  been  guilty  of  any  disrespect  or  officious 
interference,  I  now  declare  to  the  contrary,   and  say  that  I  regret  that  my  conduct  should  have  caused 
you  any  uneasiness,  and  am  willing  even  to  withdraw  my  signature  from  both  papers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  T.  B.  SALTER. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  8,  1824. 
Doctor  T.  B.  Salter: 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday's  date  was   duly   received   and   fully  cancels   the  authority  and 
signature  j'ou  gave  to  the  letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  inst. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  find  you  the  first  ready  to  restore  to  your  ship  her 
character  for  order  and  discipline,  and  who  at  all  times,   since  you  have   been  attached  to   her,  have 
contributed  so  largely  and  so  honorably  to  the  reputation  she  and  those  belonging  to  her  have  acquired. 
I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  day's  date,  and  in  answer  have  to 
observe  that  the  letter  to  which  you  refer  was  shown  to  me,  and  it  having  met  with  the  approval  of  my 
messmates  generally,  and  conceiving  at_the  time  it  was  intended  to  be  perfectly  respectful,  I  consented 
to  its  being  sent.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  furtlier  to  add,  that  if  anytliini;-  eitlior  as  to  its  form  or  contents  is 
considered  differently,  I  extremely  regret  it,  and  disavow  any  int<Mitiiin  on  my  part  of  its  being  otherwise 
than  an  explanation  of  my  motives  for  signing  the  letter  addressed  tn  you  on  the  2d  instant,  which  I 
signed  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  its  being  in  agitation  until  it  was  presented  to  me  signed 
by  those  officers  whose  names  precede  mine. 

I  must  regret,  sir,  that  my  conduct  should  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  a  commander  for  whom 
I  entertain  so  high  a  respect. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  CHAS.  GRYMES. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  6,  1824. 

Sir:  That  my  conduct  at  any  time  should  meet  your  disapprobation  would  have  been  a  source  of  the 
greatest  uneasiness,  and  that  I  should  be  guilty  of  interfering  in  duties  which  did  not  belong  to  me,  and 
which  has  (although  innocently  and  without  proper  reflection)  been  done,  I  trust  you  will  not  impute 
to  a  wish,  in  any  way,  on  my  part  to  form  a  combination  against  you,  an  act  which  I  consider  in  itself 
disgraceful,  and  the  thought  of  it  has  been  to  me  extremely  mortifying.  With  feelings  of  regret  for  this 
act,  and  my  general  conduct  will  warrant  me  in  believing  you  will  do  away  with  any  unfavorable 
impressions  towards  me, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  &c.,  WILLIAM  M.  EUNTER. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart.     Present. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  date,  and  in  answer  have  to 
observe  that  the  letter  to  which  you  refer  was  shown  to  me,  and  it  having  met  with  the  approbation  of 
my  messmates  generally,  and  conceiving  at  the  time  it  was  intended  to  be  perfectly  respectful,  I  con- 
sented to  its  being  sent.  I  beg  leave  further  to  add  that  if  anything,  either  as  to  its  form  or  contents, 
is  considered  differently,  I  extremely  regret  it,  and  disavow  any  intention  on  my  part  of  its  being  other- 
wise than  an  explanation  of  my  intentions  for  signing  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  tlie  2d  inst.,  which  I 
signed  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  its  being  in  agitation  until  it  was  presented  to  me,  signed  by 
those  officers  whose  names  precede  mine ;  and  looking  only  to  its  ostensible  object,  I  affixed  my  signature 
to  it,  without  any  intention  that  it  should  bear  a  difierent  purport. 

I  am  now  aware  that  it  was  an  officious  interference,  entered  into  without  due  reflection  by  me,  and 
regret  exceedingly  that  it  should  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  a  commander  for  whom  I  have  so 
high  a  respect  and  esteem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JNO.  HARRIS. 

Commodore  Chas.  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  bearing  this  day's  date,  and  in  reply 
beg  leave  to  state  that  a  note  written  you  on  yesterday,  by  the  officers  who  addressed  you  on  the  2d  inst., 
(with  the  exception  of  Lieut.  Hunter,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Andrews,)  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  3d, 
was  transmitted  to  you  with  my  consent,  but  not  intended  to  be  considered  as  anonymous,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  in  explanation  of  and  referred  to  a  former  communication,  to  which  my  signature  was  affixed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  OGDEN. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  the  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  in  reply  have  to  observe  that  I  did  sanc- 
tion a  certain  letter  being  sent  to  you,  (bearing  date  5th  June,  1824;)  at  the  same  time  I  beg  leave  to 
say  it  was  not  my  intention  it  should  be  considered  as  anonymous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  McCLUNEY,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and,  in  answer,  have  to 
say  that  I   did,  in   company  with  others,  give  my  consent  to  the  letter  to  which  you  refer;  but  I  must 
most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  add,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  considered  as  anonymous  or  disrespect- 
ful, and  I  should  be  sorry  if  such  a  construction  should  be  put  upon  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


To  Com.  Chas.  Stewart,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Ship,  Franklin. 


J.  B.  HALL. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date,  requiring  my  avowal  or  disavowal  of 
a  certain  letter  transmitted  to  you  last  evening,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  draft  of  a  letter, 
explaining  to  you  the  motives  which  influenced  the  commissioned  officers  on  board  this  ship  to  address 
you  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Sands,  was  shown  to  me,  and  the  sentiments  therein  contained  meeting  my 
views  of  the  subject,  I  gave  my  consent  to  their  being  communicated  to  you  in  any  manner  that  might 
be  deemed  respectful  and  proper. 
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The  impropriety  of  sending  to  you  an  anonymous  communication  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time; 
and  as  it  would  be  equally  improper  in  me  to  subscribe  to  a  document  (for  the  identity  of  which  I  have 
no  voucher,)  if  I  can  be  favored  with  a  perusal  of  it,  I  will  rectify  my  error  by  affixing  my  signature  to 
it,  provided  the  sentiments  are  the  same  which  were  intended  to  be  conveyed  in  the  letter  which  was 
shown  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  &c.,  <&.,  &c. 


Sir:  The  letter  to  which  you  refer  had  my  entire  authority  and  consent. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Com.  Chas.  Stewart. 
June  6,  1824. 


THOS.  B.  SALTER. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sm,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  day's  date  has  been  d«ly  received.     In  reply,  I  acknowledge  my  assent  was 
given  to  the  letter  you  allude  to  being  transmitted  to  you,  not  being  conscious  at  the  time  that  it  would 
be  considered  as  anonymous  or  in  any  feature  disrespectful. 
Respectfully,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  PECK. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  to-day  has  this  moment  been  handed  to  me.     In  reply,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
that  the  letter  you  received  yesterday  from  the  officers  of  the  ward  room  was  sent  by  my  consent,  but 
not  under  an  impression  that  it  would  be  considered  as  anonymous. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEN'R  RIDGEWAY. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter,  bearing  date  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  was  one 
of  those  who  addressed  you  a  letter  last  evening,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  3d  inst.,  with  a  view  of 
assuring  you  that  our  motive  for  writing  the  letter  of  the  2d  instant  was  not  officious,  and  regretting  that 
the  imputation  of  a  combination  should  have  been  alleged  against  us,  and  requesting  of  you,  as  we  con- 
ceived, in  a  respectful  and  becoming  manner,  to  acquit  us  of  the  accusation. 

I,  however,  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  do  disavow  any  intent,  on  my  part,  of  the  letter  being  anony- 
mous, and  regret  exceedingly  it  should  be  considered  so  by  you. 

It  was  considered  by  me  (in  common  with  the  rest)  as  being  addressed  in  a  polite  and  perfectly 
respectful  way,  and  in  one  that  was  most  foreign  from  my  intention,  either  to  incur  your  displeasure  or 
disapprobation. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH,  Acting  Lieut,  under  your  command. 
Com.  Chas.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  I  was  requested,  last  evening,  to  read  a  letter,  to  be  addressed  to  you  by  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  ship,  proposing  to  explain  the  motives  which  induced  them  to  address  the  one  of  the  2d 
instant;  that  they  did  not  mean  to  be  officious,  or  interfere  in  any  manner  with  your  duties  as  our  com- 
mander, but  were  governed  solely  by  humanity  towards  Mr.  Sands.  I  thought  it  would  remove  your 
impression  respecting  our  conduct,  and  gave  to  it  my  consent  and  authority. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CORNICK. 
Com.  Chas.  Stewart,  V.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Ju)ie  6. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave,  very  respectfully,  to  request  that,  if  I  have  unconsciously  infringed  on  the  respect 
due  to  my  commander,  I  may  be  acquitted  of  the  (iffence,  as  it  never  was  my  intention  to  interfere  officiously 
on  subjects  connected  with  his  duties  and  irrelevant  to  mine.  If,  therefore,  he  thinks  the  papers  which 
he  has  received  from  the  commissioned  officers  of  this  ship,  and  which  received  mj'  consent  and  authority, 
to  be  exeejilionable,  I  lieg  he  may  withdraw  my  name  from  them. 

1  have  (he  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  STEVENS. 
Com.  Charles  Stewart. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  6,  1824. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  requisition,  I  have  to  state  that  a  letter,  such  as  is  designated  in  your 
note  of  to-day,  did  receive  my  authority  and  consent  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  STEVENS. 
Com.  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  Sea,  June  1,  1824. 
To  the  ward  room  officers  of  the  V.  S.  ship  Franklin: 

Gentlemen:  For  the  honor  and  reputation  of  our  navy,  to  which  I  have  devoted  the  largest  portion 
of  my  life,  and  in  the  welfare  of  which  I  have  at  all  times  felt  and  taken  so  deep  an  interest,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  the  letter  I  received  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inst.,  in  so  anonymous  a  shape  and  so  dis- 
respectful a  manner,  was  what  I  conceived  it  to  be,  and  the  lawless  combination  of  so  large  a  body  of 
the  officers  of  this  ship  had  ceased  to  exist.  I  iind,  however,  by  the  replies  to  my  notes,  addressed 
yesterday  to  the  several  officers,  that  I  have  been  mistaken,  and  that  this  note  of  the  5th  confirmed  the 
continuity  of  the  combination,  with  the  exception  of  three  of  the  gentlemen.  Tliat  its  appearance  was 
anonymous,  is  evident  from  not  a  single  name  being  attached  to -it,  who  could  father  it,  and  that  the 
manner  was  disrespectful,  is  evident  from  its  having  been  brought  in  by  my  own  servant. 

Now  for  its  contents:  You  say  that  you  feel  hurt,  after  having  most  willingly  and  unhesitatingly 
entered  into  the  performance  of  this  act.  If,  then,  gentlemen,  you  play  with  daggers  and  wound  yourselves, 
why  blame  me  for  your  suiferings,  and  call  on  me  to  undo  or  acquit  you  of  an  act  wliich  you  alone  have 
done,  and  which  you  alone  could  undo?  I  would  ask  you,  gentlemen  ("tho.se  at  least  who  have  served 
with  mo  nearly  three  years  and  more")  what  you  have  discovered  in  my  character  or  my  conduct,  that  could 
lead  you  to  suppose  me  possessed  of  supernatural  power,  or  capable  of  doing  a  just  act,  and  then  to  make 
it  unjust  by  again  undoing  it?  The  full  force  of  this  insult  is  not  unfelt;  it  ought  not  to  be  pa—"-' 
unnoticed;  it  merits  more  than  silent  contempt,  but  may  hereafter  be  forgotten.  Some  of  those  who 
served  under  me  nearly  three  years  and  upwards  assume  much,  nay,  much  too  much,  in  implying,  bee 
no  public  mark  of  censure  or  disapprobation  has  yet  appeared,  tliat  little  or  no  cause  has  existed  why 
it  should  appear;  or,  because  I  have  often  passed  over  slight  neglects,  not  calculated  to  disturb  the 
order  and  discipline  of  the  hour,  that  I  cannot  see,  or  that  they  are  immaculate;  or,  that  through  the 
necessities  of  the  service,  I  have  waived  the  immediate  notice  of  high  offences;  or,  that  through  my  pos- 
sessing some  feelings  of  humanity  (which  I  have  been  indirectly  charged  with  wanting,  by  the  note  of 
the  2d  inst.) 

If  some  few  of  the  signers  of  that  note  have  not  been  similarly  situated  with  Lieutenant  Sands  long 
ere  this,  it  is  because  the  dereliction  of  duty  was  uncombined  with  outrage,  and  did  not  produce  a  similar 
necessity  for  it;  or,  because  a  wish  existed  to  promote  the  future  welfare  of  such,  by  affording  them  a 
further  opportunity  of  wiping  off  the  past,  by  the  good  conduct  of  the  future.  Some  of  you  I  fully  acquit 
hei-etofore  of  any  offence;  many  of  all  but  trifling  and  slight  ones,  unworthy  and  unnecessary  to  be 
noticed — but  over  the  heads  of  a  few  indeed  the  law  presses  heavy.  Do  not  then  cut  the  stranded  cord 
by  which  it  is  suspended.  In  my  reply  to  your  note  of  the  2d  inst.,  I  did  not  scrutinize  or  desire  a  dis- 
closure of  your  motives.  I  believed  them  to  be  of  the  best  intention  on  the  part  of  the  great  majority; 
but  I  know  that  no  such  combination  could  exist  without  a  head,  and  I  believed  you  to  be  acting  under  a 
deception. 

If  we  go  into  an  examination  of  the  sufferings  of  this  brother  officer,  which  have  called  forth  such 
sudden  sympathy  and  affection,  I  would  ask,  what  are  they?  for  you  do  not  point  them  out  in  either  of 
your  notes.  Will  you  allow  me  to  answer  them,  and  if  I  do  not  do  it  justly  you  are  at  full  libertv  to 
add. 

In  the  first  place,  he  is  deprived  of  his  seat  at  your  table  for  violating  the  rules  of  society  and  decorum; 
he  is  restrained  to  limits  for  a  second  attack  on  his  and  your  superior  officer;  he  is  under  arrest  for  diso- 
beying my  orders,  and  exhibiting  a  contempt  and  disregard  for  the  commission  the  government  had  honored 
him  with;  nay,  he  has  since  abandoned  his  limits,  contrary  to  my  orders,  and  gone  on  an  expedition 
where  he  was  not  authorized  to  go;  he  has  augmented  the  duties  of  his  brother  lieutenants,  and  at  one 
pei-iod  a  national  ship  of  the  line  has  been  found  on  the  high  seas,  through  casualties,  necessities  of  the 
service,  and  the  dereliction  of  this  officer,  with  only  one  commissioned  lieutenant  on  board  of  her.  On 
the  other  hand,  what  is  this  "  close  confinement,"  the  alleged  cause  of  his  sufferings?  The  limits  of  his 
room,  with  privilege  of  egress  and  ingress,  as  the  calls  of  nature  and  necessity  may  require;  no  inter- 
ference with  his  intercourse  with  others  has  been  made,  even  though  it  has  been  carried  to  a  pernicious 
excess.  He  is  not  prevented  going  forward  and  aft,  on  the  upper  gun  deck,  when  and  as  often  as  he 
pleases,  and  his  necessity  for  exercise  may  require;  but  it  is  not  to  be  done  at  my  responsibility,  but  at 
his  own,  and  so  long  as  he  interferes  with  none  in  his  egress  or  ingress,  he  has  a  right  to  attend  to  his 
own  necessities;  there  exists  no  impediment;  he  is  watched  by  no  sentinel. 

I  would  now  ask  you,  gentlemen,  if  this  statement  is  correct,  where  exists  the  cause  for  your 
assemblage,  and  your  call  on  me  to  change  my  course,  and  the  nature  of  my  duties?  It  carniot  exist  in 
any  human  sufferings  of  his,  which  I  have  caused  him:  or  do  any  appear  to  exist  of  which  I  can  relieve 
him?  If  I  examine  the  voluntary  note  of  Doctor  Salter  I  do  not  find  it  there;  if  I  refer  to  his  sick  list, 
neither  is  it  there;  if  I  refer  to  your  joint  note,  it  is  not  even  there;  if  I  look  at  himself,  there  it  does  not 
appear.  Perhaps  we  may  find  his  sufferings  in  the  escape  he  has  made  from  the  severity  of  his  duties. 
lie  is  bleached  for  the  want  of  burning  suns — incommoded  by  the  lack  of  long  and  nightly  watchings, 
drenching  rains,  and  the  chilling  cold  of  southern  climes — yet,  I  fear  even  here  we  shall  not  find  tlie 
cause  of  thosr  sufferings.  The  syiiipatliy  tlins  excited,  then,  cannot  exist  for  him;  here,  then,  is  one  of  the 
deceptions  uiidcv  Avhidi  ymi  liilior;  tlic  syiii|iathy,  then,  is  for  yourselves  (I  mean  some  of  you). 

His  coiirniciiii'iit,  you  oliscrvr,  (very  justly, )  is  owing,  in  some  measure,  to  yourselves;  and  although 
you  have  not  yet  diweovcrril  it,  iicrniit  uic  to  point  it  out — it  may  serve  you  on  some  similar,  future  occa- 
fciion,  and  if  it  prove  a  good  to  y(jur  profession  you  will  be  enabled  to  thank  mo  for  it. 
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When  his  misfortunes  commenced  by  Iiis  lawless  attack  on  your  senior  and  presiding  ofiBcer,  your 
duty  to  yourselves,  to  your  visitors,  and  the  obligations  you  owed  to  the  service  and  your  own  honor, 
ought  to  have  prompted  you  instantly  to  have  st(jpped  it,  and  to  have  protected  your  presiding  officer 
from  the  intended  insult,  and  saved  your  young  and  thoughtless  brnthor  officfr  fnnii  conunitniont.  You 
were  all  under  the  protection  of  the  same  laws;  your  commainlaiil  \v;is  m.i  unwilliiii;-  td  piotcct  you  all 
equally,  under  their  authority;  you  could  have  told  him  if  Lieutciiunt  Haiinucrslcy  had  used  irproachful 
and  provoking  words  towards  you — the  laws  and  your  commander  will  give  you  redress.  Do  not  take  the 
laws  into  your  own  hands;  respect  all  by  your  submission  to  those  supreme  laws  of  the  land,  enacted 
under  the  Constitution  for  which  you  have  received  the  national  sword,  and  are  sworn  to  support  and 
defend. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  insinuates,  as  an  excuse  for  the  first,  that  you  consider  it  as  the  fulfillment  of 
an  obligation  due  to  me  and  your  messmate.  I  am  insensible  to  any  obligations  due  me  on  that  account. 
If  Lieutenant  Sands  required  it  of  you  I  am  also  ignorant,  but  I  presume  not,  as  he  knew  the  moment 
his  pledge  was  received,  but  divested  of  the  jolly-boat  load  of  reservations  which  it  towed,  that  moment 
his  limits  would  be  increased  to  the  fullest  extent  of  my  power. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  several  satisfactory  notes,  which  fully  impress  me  with  the 
belief  that  the  officers  are  becoming  convinced  of  their  error,  and  are  returning  to  a  due  sense  of  what 
they  owe  to  the  dignity  of  their  own  honor  and  the  public  interest.  I  receive  them  with  greater  pleasure, 
as  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  rectitude  of  their  hearts,  and  the  very  limited  error  of  their  heads;  they 
cancel  all  that  has  passed  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  they  go,  and  will  contribute  to  arrest  the  papers  from 
becoming  a  part  of  the  public  archives.  Then,  let  it  be  buried  in  oblivion;  continue  to  preserve  the  con- 
fidence of  your  country,  and  the  regard  with  which  I  am, 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

P.  S. — It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  go  into  the  above  ramifications  of  this  affair,  and  to 
express  myself  with  that  candor  which  belongs  to  my  character,  and  the  occasion  seemed  to  require, 
without,  perhaps,  awakening  some  unpleasant  feelings. 

It  also  is  due  from  that  candor  to  assure  you  that  it  no  less  affects  myself,  and  that  you  must  attri- 
bute them  to  the  unpleasant  occasion  which  has  called  them  forth,  and  not  to  any  unjust  or  ungenerous 
intention  on  my  part.     I  shall  return  an  answer  to  each  particular  note  I  have  received.  C.  S. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklix,  June  1,  1824. 
Commodore  Stewart: 

Sik:  In  consequence  of  having  placed  my  name  to  a  certain  application  sent  to  you,  sir,  by  the  officers 
of  the  ship,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  did  so  without  any  intention  of  disrespect,  or  improper  interference. 
If  Commodore  Stewart  thinks  my  conduct  in  this  case  improper,  I  would  be  happy  to  have  my  name 
immediately  withdrawn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ADRIAN  K.  HOFFMAN. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  8,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  perfectly  correct  conduct,  combined  with  the  medical  skill  and  talent  which  you 
and  at  all  times  so  readily  afforded,  since  you  were  appointed  by  me  to  act  as  surgeon's  mate  on  board 
this  ship,  had  excited  in  me  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

My  surprise  was  no  less  excited  on  finding  your  name  attached  to  the  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  both 
because  you  had  not  been  Lieutenant  Sands'  messmate,  and  stood  in  a  different  relation  from  that  of  the 
other  officers.  I  therefore,  on  receiving  the  letter  of  the  5th,  deemed  it  most  proper  to  leave  you  wholly 
at  liberty  to  act  for  yourself,  unembarrassed  by  any  impressions  or  opinions  of  mine,  fully  persuaded 
that  you  would  do  whatever  appeared  to  yourself  to  be  right. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  your  name  stands  erased  from  the  letter  of  the  2d  instant. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  .  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Adrian  K.  Hoffman,  Acting  Surgeon^ s  Male,  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  7,  1824. 
Sir:  I  trust  my  explanation  to  you  last  evening  on  the  subject  of  those  letters  will  be  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  trust  you  will  now  permit  me  to  withdraw  my  signature  from  them  both. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  HARRIS, 
Commodore  Chas.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 
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IT.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  al  sea,  June  8,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  notes  of  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  have  been  duly  received.  They  are  perfectly  satis- 
factory, and  effectually  cancel  your  name  and  authority  to  the  letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  iust.,  agreeably 
to  your  wish. 

I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  CILVS.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Commandant  John  Harris,  commanding  the  Marine  Detachment,  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  1,  1824. 
Sir:  In  addition  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  having  con- 
sidered the  matter  of  our  correspondence  more  maturely,  I  request  to  withdraw  my  signature  from  both 
communications;  believing  it  to  be  the  most  effectual  manner  of  convincing  you  of  the  innocence  of  my* 
intention  to  act  officiously,  or  engage  in  conduct  bearing  evidence  of  combination. 

The  motives  that  influenced  me,  I  trust  I  have  made  sufficiently  clear  in  my  former  letter;  and  if, 
while  acting  under  the  inducement,  I  should  have  committed  myself  so  far  as  to  incur  your  displeasure, 
I  hope  the  request  now  made  will  entirely  remove  such  feelings. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 
Commodore  Chas.  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  1,  1824. 
Sir:  I  find,  with  deep  concern,  that  I  have  offended  in  signing  a  paper  addressed  to  you,  soliciting 
the  enlargement  of  Mr.  Sands'  confinement;  and  still  more  so,  in  consenting  to  a  letter  being  sent  to  you 
the  day  after,  explanatory  of  my  motive  for  so  doing.  As  I  had  no  design  of  offending  in  either  case,  I 
feel  myself  in  duty  bound,  most  explicitly,  to  disavow  the  intention;  and  I  am  willing,  and  most  anxious, 
if  it  will  remove  your  impression,  to  withdraw  my  name  from  the  original  address,  as  also  my  consent 
to  the  letter  of  explanation,  I  admit  it  was  an  officious  interference  with  your  duty,  and  regret  it 
accordingly'. 

Most  respectfully,  1  remain  your  obedient  servant,  EBEN.  RIDGEWiVY. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  1,  1824. 
Sir:  When  I  gave  my  consent  to  a  letter  being  sent  you,  explaining  my  motives  for  having  signed 
that  which  was  addressed  you  on  the  2d  instant,  it  was  my  wish  that  it  should  prove  satisfactory  to  you, 
and  not  intended  to  give  the  least  offence.  I  hope  therefore,  by  withdrawing  my  name  from  both  com- 
munications, to  assure  you  that  my  object  in  signing  them  was  not  with  the  view  of  appearing  officious, 
or  interfering  with  the  duties  of  my  commander.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  my  wish  to  treat  him  ujith  every 
respect  and  consideration;  and  if  1  have  acted  differently  from  these  sentiments,  I  trust  he  will  ascribe  it 
to  a  want  of  due  reflection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  McCLUNEY,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navij. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  United.  States  Shij)  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  1,  1824. 
Sir:  I  am  now  fully  aware  that  my  signing  the  letter  addi'essed  to  you,  on  the  2d  instant,  was  an 
officious  interference  on  mj"^  part,  entered  into  without  due  reflection,  f(jr  which  I  am,  sir,  sincerely  sorry. 
I  beg  leave,  sir,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  withdraw  my  name  from  both  the  notes  you  have  received 
from  us. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  CHAS.  GRYMES. 


U.  S.-  Ship  Franklin,  at  .sea,  June  1,  1824. 

Sir:  Upon  reflection,  I  am  convinced  of  the  impropriety  I  have  conmiitted,  by  taking  a  part  in  the 
communication  addressed  to  you  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  this  ship  on  the  2d  inst.  That  it  was 
an  officious  interference  with  your  duties,  I  am  now  fully  sensible,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  should 
have  been  led  to  the  commission  of  an  offence  without  bestowing  a  proper  reflection  upon  its  impropriety, 
for  which  I  should  incur  your  displeasure. 

In  regard  to  the  letter  to  which  I,  in  common  with  the  other  officers,  gave  my  consent,  on  the  5th 
inst.,  I  must  beg  leave  further  to  urge  the  intention  of  not  offending  in  the  smallest  degree;  but  of  ex- 
pressing, as  we  all  thought  and  intended,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  our  regret  that  we  should  have 
fallen  under  your  displeasure,  by  the  commission  of  any  offence  which  bore  the  smallest  mark  of  combi- 
nation or  of  interference  with  your  duties,  accompanied  by  a  respectful  request  to  be  acquitted  of  the 
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imputation.  I  now,  therefore,  express  my  most  sincere  regret  for  any  part  I  have  taken  in  tlie  affair,  and 
to  convince  you  that  I  had  no  improper  intention;  I  will,  with  your  approbation,  withdraw  my  name  from 
both  the  letters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  HULL. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 


Franklin,  June  7,  1824. 
Sir:  Being  aware  of  the  construction  which  has  been  given  by  you  to  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by 
the  commissioned  officers  on  board  this  ship,  on  the  2d  inst.,  and  feeling  a  conviction  that  such  an  act,  on 
their  part,  may  very  properly  be  construed  into  an  officious  interference  with  your  duties,  I  beg  to  assure 
you  that  my  sanction  to  that  letter  was  given  in  the  full  belief  that  we  were  only  fulfilling  the  duties 
we  owed  to  you  as  our  commander,  and  to  Mr.  Sands  as  a  friend  and  messmate,  and  that  in  such  a  light 
it  would  be  received. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  my  regret  that  any  act  of  mine  should  receive  such  a  construction  as  to  draw 
upon  me  your  displeasure,  and  as  evidence  of  the  innocence  of  my  intention,  am  willing  to  withdraw  my 
name  from  the  letter  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

I.  WATSON. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  June  7,  1824. 
Sir:  Reflecting  upon  your  construction  of  the  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  produced  by  your  answer  to 
that  of  the  .2d,  I  have  now  to  repeat,  that  it  was  not  only  my  intention  not  to  give  offence,  but  to  declare 
that  I  am  sorry  it  should  have  had  that  effect  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  request  that  you  will  allow  me 
to  withdraw  my  name  from  the  act  itself 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  '  JAMES  CORNICK. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  1,  1824. 

Sir:  To  evince  to  you  that  it  was  not  in  my  person  to  become  one  of  a  party  of  combination 

you,  or  knowingly  subscribe,  to  be  transmitted  to  you  an  anonymous  letter,  I  have  to  request  my  name  may 

be  withdrawn  from  the  communications  to  you  from  the  ward  room  officers  of  this  ship,  bearing  date  the 

2d  and  5th  instant. 

Respectfully,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant,  E.  PECK. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  8,  1824. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  wish,  your  note  of  yesterday  cancels  your  approval  of  and  signature  to  the 
letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant. 
I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART, 

Copies  were  sent  to  Lieutenants  E.  Ridgeway,  W.  J.  McCluney,  and  C.  Grymes;  Acting  Lieutenants 
I.  B.  Hull  and  L.  M.  Goldsborough;  Acting  Purser  J.  Watson;  Surgeons'  Mates  R.  Stevens  and  J.  Cor- 
nick;  Sailing  Master  E.  Peck. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  8,  1824. 
Lieut.  Wm.  M.  Hunter: 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday,  which  I  have  received,  was  quite  unnecessary,  as  I  had  been  apprised 
by  the  letter  of  the  5th  that  you  had  withdrawn  yourself  from  further  official  interference  with  the 
subject. 

I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  May  30,  1824. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Sands  is  in  need  of  exercise,  other  than  such  as  can 
be  obtained  in  his  private  apartment. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant,  THOS.  B.  SALTER,  Surgeon. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  May  30,  1824. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  stating-  that  "  Lieutenant  Sands  is  in  need  of  exercise  other 
than  can  be  obtained  in  his  private  apartment,"  I  have  to  observe  that  Lieutenant  Sands  was  informed, 
long  since,  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  greatest  indulgence  of  liberty  for  exercise,  both  on  board  and 
on  shore,  would  be  extended  towards  him;  and  when  the  cause  of  his  limited  confinement  was  explained, 
he  did  not  see  fit  then  to  rmbrace  the  generous  offer,  preferring  to  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands,  to 
yielding  to  it  and  ]ircsci'\iii;4'  tlic  peace  and  quiet  of  this  ship. 

Since  then  con\  iitimi  has  fallowed  the  offence,  but  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  I  again  renew 
to  him,  through  you,  the  nfler  of  the  privilege  of  either  gun  decks  for  exercise,  on  the  same  conditions. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S. 
To  Doctor  T.  B.  Salter,  U.  S.  SJiij}  Franliin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Maij  31,  1824. 

Sib:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Sands,  in  answer  to  the  proposal  you  made  to  him.  He 
refuses  to  bind  himself  by  any  other  pledge  than  the  one  already  given,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
degrade  his  standing  in  society. 

I  did  not  intend  that  my  note  to  you,  of  yesterday's  date,  should  have  relation  to  any  course  of  con- 
duct adopted  by  Lieutenant  S.  It  was  written  without  his  solicitation  or  knowledge,  and  in  execution 
of  the  part  I  have  to  perform  towards  all  those  who  may  come  under  my  official  superintendence,  without 
reference  to  circumstances  that  are  not  for  my  consideration. 

Mindful  of  the  confidence  I  ought  to  deserve,  and  which,  I  trust,  you  repose  in  me,  and  my  duty  to 
the  officer,  the  subject  of  this  communication,  I  take  the  liberty  to  repeat  the  recommendation  already 
made,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  comply  with  it,  without  infringement  of  the  proper 
and  just  discipline  of  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  THOS.  B.  SALTER,  Surgeon. 

C  ommodore  Chas.  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  October  9,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  Lieutenant  Sands  to  his  room.  The  circumstances 
which  led  to  so  disagreeable  an  alternative  are  these:  While  attending  to  the  opening  of  some  packages 
in  the  ward  room,  which  had  been  previously  placed  there,  and  as  near  midships  as  possible,  and  entirely 
out  of  the  common  walk,  I  was  jostled  by  him  several  times.  I  conceived,  from  circumstances  at  the 
time,  that  it  was  intentionally  done,  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  me  to  commit  myself,  and  mildly 
requested  him  not  to  run  against  me,  "  leaving  him  full  seven  or  eight  feet  for  his  walk,"  when  he  again 
repeated  it,  commanding  me  to  stand  out  of  his  way,  at  the  same  time  making  use  of  most  scurrilous  and 
reproachful  expressions  towards  me  before  several  of  the  servants  and  others.  Conceiving  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  put  a  stop  to  a  course  of  conduct  so  disgraceful  and  injurious  to  the  service,  I  made  no  retort, 
but  called  on  Lieutenant  Harris,  of  marines,  and  directed  him  to  send  Mr.  Sands  to  his  room. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  HAMMERSLEY,  Lieutenant. 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso  Bay,  Ovtotxr  9,  1823. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  right  given  me  in  the  5th  article,  under  the  head  of  regulations  and 
instructions  relative  to  the  United  States  naval  service,  most  respectfully  to  say,  that  I  conceive  myself 
aggrieved  and  oppressed  by  suspension  from  duty,  while  an  officer,  as  deeply  implicated,  and  I  believe 
it  will  appear,  on  proper  investigation,  more  in  fault  than  myself,  is  suffered  to  proceed  as  if  no  miscon- 
duct could  be  alleged  against  him,  and  permitted  to  enjoy  every  liberty  of  which  I  am  deprived.  I  think 
my  case  a  hard  one;  and  when  I  assure  the  commodore  that,  in  the  affair  in  question,  I  have  neither  been 
the  aggressor  or  challenger,  believe  that  he  will  not  persevere  in  a  course  of  conduct  so  difl'ercnt  from 
that  high-toned  sense  of  justice  which  has  so  long  characterized  his  public  proceedings. 
With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 


Franklin  14,   Vafjmraiso  Bay,  October  9,  2  P.  M. 
Sir:  I  am  under  the   nerpssity  of  again  addressing  you.     Since  one  o'clock  I  have  been  confined  to 
my  stateroom,  a  resmt,  Mr.  Arthur  says,  only  justifiable  in  cases  of  a  most  criminal  nature. 

I  know  not  what  i(|iiis(iitations  may  have  been  made  to  you,  sir;  but  would  most  respectfully 
suggest  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  get  at  facts  through  a  medium  that  would  have  at  least  the 
appearance  of  a  disposition  to  show  me  that  justice  which,  on  fair  representation,  I  am  willing  to  believe 
you  will  extend  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant,  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  Commander  U.  S.  Forces  in  Pacific  Ocean. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Feanklin,  Valparaiso  Bay,  October  9,  1823. 
Sik:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  liave  only  to  observe  that  I  have  no  intention  whatever  to 
ago'rieve  or  oppress  you,  and  if,  in  tlie  course  of  the  execution  of  the  duties  and  oblig-ations  I  owe  to  the 
service,  as  well  as  obedience  I  owe  to  the  orders  of  the  government,  I  should,  at  any  time,  do  you  injus- 
tice, I  can  have  no  objection  whatever  to  your  just  claims  to  rights,  and  the  protection  of  those  laws 
which  I  may  have  violated  towards  you.  No  person  whatever  is  implicated  in  the  cause  of  your  present 
suspension,  or  have  I  any  complaints  against  any  other. 

Your  conduct  towards  Lieut.  Hammersly  shall  be  a  subject  of  inquiry  so  soon  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  be  assured  nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  your  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion divested  of  the  violations  of  law  and  order  with  which  it  appears  to  be  combined. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  J.  R.  Sands,  Franklin  14. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  ValjMraiso  Bay,  October  9,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  bearing  tliis  day's  date.     I  shall 
await  with  patience  the  decision  of  my  country  on  my  conduct,  in  any  affair  that  has  transpired  since  the 
Franklin  left  the  United  States. 

With  every  mark  of  respect  due  from  a  subaltern  to  a  superior  officer, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 
To  Com.  Chas.  Stewaet,  Com.  U.  S.  Shij)  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso  Bay,  October  10,  1823. 

Sir:  I  last  evening  addressed  a  note  informing  you  of  my  close  confinement.  Although  the  time 
elapsed  has  been  but  a  few  hours,  and  in  the  common-place  affairs  of  service  I  could  not  ere  this  have 
expected  an  answer;  still  to  an  officer  who  has,  as  yet,  been  charged  with  no  crime,  and  is  kept,  and 
would  appear  by  your  letters  of  yesterday  it  is  intended  should  still  remain,  in  a  state  of  ignorance  as 
to  the  fault  intended  to  be  alleged  against  him,  the  time  has  appeared  long  indeed. 

McArthur's  work  on  naval  courts-martial  is  the  authority  to  which,  in  most  cases,  men  in  the  navy 
resort  for  such  information  as  may  have  a  bearing  on  their  particular  cases.  I  shall  now  quote  what  that 
able  writer  has  said  under  the  head  of  the  arrest  of  officers — vol.  II,  chapter  1 :  "  Should  an  officer  be 
accused  of  a  capital  crime,  or  of  an  offence  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  his  life;  or  of  which  the  punish- 
ment may  bear  so  heavy  upon  him  as  to  tempt  him  to  escape  and  elude  justice,  it  is  the  custom  to  detain 
him  in  close  confinement.  But  if  the  offence  be  of  a  minor  consideration,  he  is  allowed  to  be  a  prisoner 
at  large;  that  is,  to  walk  the  deck  without  interfering  in  the  duties  on  board,  or  he  may  be  even  allowed 
to  go  on  shore  without  his  sword,  on  his  word  of  honor  to  wait  the  issue  of  a  trial,  or  until  his  enlarge- 
ment." 

As  yet,  sir,  I  have  not  been  informed  even  of  the  nature  of  the  charge  you  intend  to  prefer  against 
me.  Your  letter  of  the  9th  says:  "No  person  whatever  is  implicated  in  the  cause  of  your  present  sus- 
pension, or  have  I  any  cause  of  complaint  against  any  other."  Independently  of  my  collision  with  Lieut. 
Hammersly,  I  know  of  no  fault  with  which  to  accuse  myself;  consequently,  the  inquisitorial  proceedings 
adopted  by  you  in  not  even  deigning  to  acquaint  me  with  the  cause  of  my  suspension,  together  with  the 
connivance  of  the  conduct  of  your  lieutenant,  my  most  avowed  enemy,  are,  I  conceive,  sufficient  grounds 
for  my  entering  a  protest  against  the  conduct  pursued  towards  me  since  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  7th 
instant,  as  being  illegal,  oppressive,  unjust,  highly  calculated  to  arouse  feelings  that  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  conduct  on  which  to  base  other  charges  against  the  accused;  and  inhuman,  inasmuch  as 
the  confinement  necessarily  imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  breathing-  an  infected  atmosphere,  arising 
from  the  putrid  bodies  of  a  large  proportion  of  our  men  laboring  under  most  loathsome,  vile  and  disg-ust- 
ing  diseases;  ungenerous,  because  I  threw  myself  on  your  mercy;  and  from  the  tenor  of  my  note,  addressed 
to  you  from  the  consul's  house,  you  might  readily  infer  that  nothing  but  the  sense  of  honor,  to  a  man  com- 
plaining of  outraged  feelings,  could  have  prompted  me  to  act  in  opposition  even  to  your  wishes.  As  the 
law  pointed  out,  I  availed  myself  of  the  privilege  of  respectfully  complaining  to  you  by  letter;  an  answer 
to  which  I  received.  On  reading  it,  I  found  that  insult  was  combined  with  injury — insulted  by  continu- 
ance of  confinement,  injured  by  being  kept  ignorant  as  to  the  cause  of  it.  But,  sir,  there  is  another 
appeal:  the  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  our  common  superior  and  President,  will  do  the 
injured  justice.  From  you  and  your  proceedings,  to  him  I  look  for  redress,  and  am  willing  to  abide  his 
decision  on  any  conduct  of  mine  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  serve  under  the  flag  of  my  country. 
1  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Commodore  Chas.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  Pacific  Ocean. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  October  10,  1823. 
Sir:  A  court  of  inquiry  is  ordered  to  assemble  on  board  this  ship,  on  Monday  next,  to  inquire  into 
your  conduct  towards  Lieutenant  Hammersley  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  the  ward  room  table;  also,  the  cause  of 
your  disobedience  towards  your  commander  on  that  night,  and  the  reasons  of  your  absenting  yourself 
trom  the  ship,  thereby  neglecting  the  duties  of  your  office. 
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You  are  now  confined  to  your  state  room  under  suspension  from  duty,  as  it  is  found  hy  a  representa- 
tion from  Lieutenant  Hammersley  that  you  repeated  your  unlawful  and  insulting  conduct  towards  him  in 
the  ward  room  yesterday.  It  constitutes  a  part  of  my  duty,  sir,  to  preserve  the  discipline,  subordination 
and  peace  of  this  ship,  and  to  confine  all  those  who  evince  a  determination  to  violate  either,  within  such 
limits,  and  in  such  manner,  as  is  best  calculated  to  effect  that  object,  McArthur  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  ClIAS.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Joshua  11.  Sands,  U.  S.  Ship  FranJdin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  Octqber  18,  1823. 
Sir:  The  continued  indisposition  of  the  president  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  the  very  little  likeli- 
hood of  his  being  able  again  to  preside  thereat,  constrains  me  to  regret  there  should  be  any  necessity  for 
the  restraint  under  which  1  have  placed  you.  This  necessity  originated  in  your  disposition  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  ship,  as  set  forth  by  the  complaint  of  Lieutenant  Hannnersley.  To  release  you  from  such 
an  unpleasant  situation,  and  enable  you  sometimes  to  go  on  shore  by  special  permission,  for  exercise,  is 
desirable,  and  only  requires  that  you  should  give  me,  in  reply,  your  word  and  honor,  that  you  will  not 
provoke,  molest,  or  impede  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  or  any  other  officer  of  this  ship,  until  your  case  is 
fully  decided. 

I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  ClIAS.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Joshua  R.  Sands,  Franklin  74. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  October  18,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  this  day's  date.     In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say: 
as  in  no  instance  have  I  been  the  aggressor  in  the  difficulties  existing  between  Lieutenant  Hammersley 
and  myself,  so  I  pledge  to  you  my  honor  not  to  do  anything  but  defend  myself  from  the  injuries  he  or  any 
other  man  may  choose  to  offer  me. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  itc,  &c. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  October  19,  1823. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  does  not  convey  to  me  that  unreserved  pledge  whicli  I  asked  of  you  to 
enable  me  to  enlarge  your  privileges  and  make  j'our  situation  less  irksome,  which  is  so  desirable  to  me 
and  ought  to  be  to  yourself  My  only  desire  is  to  preserve  to  the  officers  under  my  command,  peace  and 
harmony;  and  while  the  regulations  of  the  navy  forbid  that  any  officers  should  take  the  law  into  their 
own  hands,  on  service,  it  remains  open  to  all  for  the  punishment  of  injuries  committed  towards  him  by 
others. 

With  respect  to  your  affair  with  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  and  who  is  the  wrong-doer,  it  does  not  rest 
with  you  or  me  to  decide;  it  belongs  to  the  present  court  of  inquiry,  or  some  future  one,  to  determine, 
under  the  law.     I  have  no  desire  to  act  on  the  occasion  but  in  such  a  way  as  the  law  and  my  duty  impose 
on  me,  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  yourself  as  those  obligations  require. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands,  U.  S.  Ship  Frankiin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  October  19,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  willingness  to  make  my  situation  less  irksome  meets  my  thanks. 

To  pledge  myself  to  show  no  resistance  to  indignities  offered  me,  I  cannot  do,  when  I  i-ecollect  that 
the  narrow  limits'  assigned  me  by  your  order  of  the  8th  inst.  were  attempted  to  be  abridged  by  a  man 
who  would  not,  under  the  privileges  now  held  out  to  me,  long  want  a  pretext  for  rendering  it  necessary 
for  you  to  order  the  close  confinement  imposed  on  me  since  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  the  9th  instanf. 
It  is  not  my  wish,  sir,  to  appear  restive,  or  show  any  want  of  respect  to  the  laws  laid  down  for  the  peace, 
harmony,  and  good  order  of  the  ship,  or  to  appear  as  proposing  terms  to  you,  but  most  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  say  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  only  way  that  seems  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  meet- 
ing your  views,  is  to  permit  me  to  retire  from  the  ship,  subject  at  all  times  to  your  order,  which  privilege, 
remain  assured,  sir,  shall  in  no  way  be  violated. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant,  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  Commanding  U.  S.  N.  F.,  Pacific  Ocean. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Fkanklin,  October  19,  1823. 
Sir:  It  would  bo  highly  improper,  under  the  present  state  of  things,  to  permit  you  to  retire  from  the 
ship,  as  you  suggest. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  C.  S. 

Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  October  20,  1823. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday  convinces  me  that  the  rigorous  line  of  conduct  pursued  towards  me  is 
still  to  be  continued. 

If  I  have  coiiiiiiiHiMl  errors,  which  it  remains  for  some  future  court  to  decide,  to  be  removed  from  the 
sphere  of  tlicii-  altiactions  is  all  I  have  asked.  This  has  been  denied.  Rank  or  station  in  life  will  not 
prevent  men  tVoiii  tin'  rdiiimission  of  fault.  Is  it  generous,  then,  to  follow  with  vindictive  measures  the 
men  we  think  we  have  already  in  our  power?     I  answer  not. 

When  I  ask  to  be  permitted  to  retire  from  the  ship,  I  would  be  understood   as  only  applying  to 
remain  on  shore,  or  at  most  permitted  to  reside  at  the  city,  until  the  departure  of  the  Franklin  for  the 
United  States,  at  all  times  holding  myself  in  readiness  to  obey  your  orders,  or  the  mandates  of  any  court 
that  may  hereafter  be  instituted  with  authority  to  take  my  case  into  consideration. 
'I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  N.  F.,  Pacific  Ocean. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin^  Harbor  of  Callao,  April  IG,  1824. 
Sir:  The  president  of  the  court-martial  now  in  session  has  informed  me  that,  owing  to  some  infor- 
mality in  its  proceedings  in  my  case,  it  was  compelled  to  defer  until  some  future  time  the  investigation 
of  the  charges  alleged  against  me  by  you.  I  have  been  closely  confined  to  my  room  more  than  six 
months  waiting  a  trial.  Now  that  an  opportunity  is  offered,  I  think  myself  entitled  to  a  hearing;  any 
little  informality  that  a  court  composed  of  men  not  lawyers  by  profession  might  commit,  (I  think)  ought 
not  to  be  considered  sufBcient  cause  for  deferring  a  case  which,  when  properly  examined,  I  flatter  myself 
will  appear  that  I,  the  accused,  have  been  more  sinned  against  than  sinning.  I  therefore  request  that 
you  will  direct  a  speedy  examination  of  my  case,  as  every  day  is  adding  to  those  sufferings  I  have 
already  endured;  at  a  time,  too,  the  laws  of  our  country  humanely  suppose  every  man  innocent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 
To  Conmiodore  C.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Pacific. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao  Bay,  April  16,  1824. 
Sir:  The  general  court-martial  now  sitting  ought  to  know  their  duty,  and  I  trust  they  will  perform 
it.    Your  trial,  when  it  does  take  place,  shall  be  a  just  and  fair  one,  or  no  sentence  shall  be  carried  into 
effect  operating  against  you;  therefore  keep  yourself  in  readiness  for  trial. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Joshua  R.  Sands,  Franklin  74. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea.  May  10,  1824. 
Sir:  It  having  been  made  known  to  me  that  you  did,  contrary  to  my  orders  of  the  9th  October  and 
3d  November,  1823,  last  past,  without  my  knowledge,  privity,  consent  or  permission,  withdraw  from  the 
limits  assigned  you,  and  proceed  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  January  last,  in  one  of  the  boats  sent  on  an  expe- 
dition from  this  ship  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  brig  Quintanilla,  I  have  determined  to  lay  the 
subject  before  the  government,  and  request  a  court-martial  for  this  your  conduct,  on  our  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  under  the  enclosed  charges  and  specifications. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Joshua  R.  Sands,  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin.  ^ 


Tuesday  Evening. 
Sir:  Circumstances  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  remain  on  shore,  should  it  be  at  the  expense  of  my 
commission.     By  no  means,  sir,  would  I  wish  you  to  construe  my  conduct  into  disrespect.     I  hope  when 
we  meet  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  explain  the  motives  that  actuate  me  to  act  in  a  manner  seemingly 
indecorous. 

In  the  interim,  believe  me,  sir,  to  be, 

With  considerations  of  the  highest  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Fkanklin,  Callao,  April  13,  1824. 
Sie:  It  is  now  more  than  six  montlis  since  I  have  been  under  an  arrest  and  confined  to  my  state  room 
by  your  order;  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will,  so  soon  as  the  service  shall  permit,  order  a 
court-martial,  to  take  into  consideration  the  charges  you  preferred  against  me  in  November,  1823. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Com.  Chaeles  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Pacific. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  May  23,  1824. 
Sir:  It  is  now  between  seven  and  eight  months  since,  by  the  order  of  the  second  lieutenant  of  this 
ship,  1  was  put  into  a  close  and  confined  room;  which  order  met  your  sanction.  I  have  subsequently 
been  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  the  charges  preferred  by  you,  which  were  the  cause  alleged  for  my  con- 
finement. Sentence  has  been  passed  on  my  case  three  weeks  since,  but  I  am  still  kept  ignorant  of  the 
result.  The  rigorous  course  which  has  been  pursued  towards  me,  and  which  you  are  aware  must  be 
destructive  to  my  constitution,  has  not  been  mitigated.  Under  these  circumstances  I  am  compelled  to 
call  your  attention  to  this  subject. 

With  due  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Com.  Chas.  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Pacific  Ocean. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  June  4,  1824. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  ult.  I  addressed  to  you  a  note  on  the  subject  of  my  situation,  and  requested  your 
attention  to  it,  three  months  having  then  intervened  from  the  time  the  court-martial  on  my  case  had 
closed  its  proceedings,  without  my  being  informed  of  its  decision,  and  without  any  mitigation  of  the  rigor- 
ous treatment  I  had  received  before,  and  which  I  flattered  myself  after  trial  would  take  place.  I  have 
since  been  informed  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  all  the  commissioned  officers  on  duty  on  board  this 
ship  addressed  to  you  a  most  respectful  note,  soliciting  for  me  the  privileges  usually  granted  to  officers 
under  suspension  or  arrest.  I  have  been  favored  with  a  perasal  of  your  reply;  as  that  part  of  it  which 
says  "Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands  has  the  power  of  enlarging  the  limits  which  are  assigned  him  when- 
ever he  finds  them  irksome  or  too  contracted"  is  somewhat  ambiguous,  it  becomes  me  to  put  a  construc- 
tion on  it  least  favorable  to  myself,  and  assume  as  its  meaning  that  the  power  of  extending  my  limits 
rests  with  me  only  when  I  shall  have  subscribed  to  the  terms  offered  me  in  October  last,  and  renewed 
seven  months  and  a  half  afterwards,  through  the  surgeon  of  the  ship,  who  stated  to  you  in  a  previous 
communication  the  necessity  that  existed  for  more  exercise  than  my  private  apartment  afforded. 

At  this  late  day  I  have  to  observe  that  my  answer  to  your  letter  making  the  generous  offer  (18th  Octo- 
ber, 1823,)  contained  all  that  you  required  of  me.  Without  repeating  your  own  words,  I  agreed  to  your 
terms  as  explicitly  as  my  poor  knowledge  of  the  English  language  would  permit.  My  letter  contained 
all,  nay  more  than  you  required  of  me,  for  I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  which  occurred  on 
the  day  your  generous  offer  was  made;  and  although  it  was  the  first  act  of  your  clemency  towards  me,  I 
did  not  wish  at  that  time  to  add  to  the  poignancy  of  those  feelings  which  the  melancholy  circumstances 
of  the  evening  of  that  day  I  knew  had  excited  in  your  bosom.  Notwithstanding,  with  your  demand,  the 
promised  indulgences  did  not  follow.  The  consequence  has  been  that  I  have  remained  in  close  confinement 
ever  since.  A  few  days  ago,  through  the  interference  of  the  surgeon,  the  same  oifer  was  again  held  out 
to  me.  Were  I  now,  as  I  did  then,  to  embrace  it,  would  I  not  be  again  informed  that  it  "  was  not  that 
unreserved  pledge  you  required  of  me,  to  make  my  situation  as  little  irksome  as  possible,  which  was  so 
desirable  to  you,"  &c.?  I  very  much  regret  that  any  efibrt  sixteen  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  might  make  to  procure  the  release  from  a  close  confinement  of  a  brother  officer  should 
bring  on  them  the  charge  of  "  officious  combination."  I  believe  it  was  dictated  by  feelings  common  to  most 
men;  and  that  their  generous  exertion  should  have  brought  on  them  a  dishonorable  imputation  is  more 
painful  to  me  than  that  their  eff'ort  to  make  my  situation  more  comfortable  has  proved  unavailing. 

It  is  also  a  source  of  regret  to  me  to  perceive  that  a  doubtful  meaning  is  left  on  that  clause  of  your 
letter  to  Dr.  Salter,  in  which  you  say,  "  since  the  conviction  has  followed  the  offence."  It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  it  can  he  your  intention  to  refer  to  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  on  my  case;  those  feelings 
of  delicacy,  innate  in  the  minds  of  all  honorable  men,  revolt  at  this  suggestion;  still  I  am  left  to  conjecture 
what  additional  offence  I  have  committed  to  authorize  the  assertion  that  conviction  has  followed.  That  on  our 
arrival  in  the  United  States  it  may  not  be  said  my  long  confinement  was  my  own  choice,  I  repeat  the 
answer  to  the  terms  you  before  ofiercd  me,  viz:  I  pledge  my  honor  only  to  defend  myself  from  the  injuries 
he,  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  or  any  other  man,  may  choose  to  ofter  me. 
Respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)'  JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  &c. 


The  accused  objects  to  Rriiwii's  being  sworn  as  a  witness.  He  has  been  convicted  of  an  infamous 
crime,  and  is  thcidiy  rcmli'i-cd  iiicoin|icti'iif,  and  disqualified  to  testify  in  any  cause  whatever.  This  inan 
was  carpenter  on  the  Fiaiikliii,  cjh  licr  lute  cruise  in  the  Pacific.  He  was  arrested  and  brought  to  trial, 
by  Captain  Stewart,  on  charges  of  enibezzlcmcut,  and  oiher  fraudulent  disposal  of  the  ship's  stores,  placed 
under  his  care.  The  record  now  offered  to  the  court  proves  that  at  a  general  court-martial,  of  which 
Captain  Hall  was  president,  held  on  the  15th  of  April,  1824,  Brown  was  convicted  of  these  crimes,  and 
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sentenced  to  "forfeit  liis  pay  and  subsistence,  and  to  be  dismissed  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States." 
This  sentence  was  approved  by  tlie  President.  The  clemency  of  the  Executive  did  indeed  remit  the 
pecuniary  mulct,  but  his  justice  confirmed  the  sentence  which  expelled  him  from  the  navy  as  a  reproach 
and  dishonor  to  the  service. 

Such  is  the  person  who  now  presents  himself  as  a  witness.  Shall  he  be  heard?  Dishonored  and 
degraded  himself,  shall  he  be  allowed  to  degrade  and  dishonor  others?  especially  shall  he  be  suffered  to 
testify  against  the  accused,  at  whose  instance  he  was  tried,  and  on  whom,  as  the  author  of  his  disgrace, 
his  revenge  seeks  to  retaliate  similar  degradation? 

The  experience  and  observation  of  every  individual  is  necessarily  very  limited  and  circumscribed.  In 
the  affairs  of  life,  we  must  therefore  rely  on  the  experience  and  observation  of  others,  and  found  our  belief 
on  the  statements  of  what  they  have  seen  or  heard.  But  our  faith  in  these  statements  rests  wholly  on 
our  persuasion  of  their  veracity  or  honesty.  In  proportion  as  that  persuasion  is  impaired,  is  our  confi- 
dence in  the  statement  diminished.  If  once  satisfied  of  the  want  of  veracity  or  integrity  in  the  witness, 
we  utterly  reject  all  statements  resting  on  his  authority.  This  is  the  deduction  of  reason  and  common 
sense. 

The  rules  of  law  entirely  coincide — one  convicted  of  an  infamous  crime  is  not  permitted  to  testify. 
The  proof  which  the  conviction  affords,  of  want  of  honesty  or  truth,  utterly  disqualifies  and  makes  him 
incompetent.  The  result  is  not  confined  to  felonies  of  the  deepest  hue;  a  conviction  of  theft  to  the  value 
of  a  cent,  by  the  common  law,  disqualfies  equally  with  a  condemnation  for  treason.  A  statute  in  England 
has  altered  the  law  in  that  country  as  to  petty  larceny.  But  the  common  law  rule  prevails  here;  nor  is 
the  rule  confined  to  felonies;  a  conviction  for  a  conspiracy,  or  fraud,  or  gaming,  or  barratry,  or  bribery,  a 
witness  to  absent  himself  from  a  trial  or  any  species  oi  crimen  falsi  (that  is,  of  fraud  or  deceit)  produces 
the  same  disqualification.  For  all  these  cases  proceed  on  the  principle  that  the  person  guilty  of  them,  is 
destitute  of  the  honesty  of  purpose  which  alone  entitles  a  witness  to  credit. 

The  counsel  beg  leave  to  refer  the  court  to  the  following  authorities  to  sustain  these  positions: 

"  In  the  trial  of  military  crimes  by  courts-martial,  the  rules  of  evidence,  which  have  their  foundation 
in  the  principle  of  justice  and  of  reason,  are  the  same  that  apply  to  the  trial  of  crimes  before  the  civil 
court." — Tytler's  Military  Law,  page  135. 

"  The  rules  and  doctrines  of  evidence,  as  admitted  by  law  in  all  criminal  cases,  or  on  pleas  of  the 

are  adhered  to  nearly  in  the  same  manner  upon  trials  at  naval  and  military  courts-martial." — 

2  McArthur,  page  47. 

"  The  law  positively  excludes  certain  persons  from  giving  testimony  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  these 
may  be  reduced  to  four  classes ;  among  them  are,  '  those  who  have  committed  crimes  which  destroy 
their  credibility,  or  who  are  stigmatized  by  law.'" — Tytler,  page  139. 

"  The  moral  character  of  a  witness  is  to  be  considei-ed,  when  stigmatized  by  a  conviction  on  record 
against  him  for  certain  crimes ;  his  evidence  is  luholly  inadmissible,  and  becomes,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
what  is  called  an  incompetent  witness." — McArthur,  page  56. 

"The  crimes  which  are  held  to  destroy  the  credit  of  testimony  are  felony,  and  the  crimen  falsi,  as 
perjury  and  forgery." — Tytler,  page  146;  2  McArthur,  page  54-7. 

"  Crimen  falsis  includes  forgery,  and  every  species  of  fraud  or  deceit." — 1  Brann's  Civil  Law, 
page  426. 

"  There  are  many  offences  which  our  laws  consider  such  blemishes  on  the  moral  character  as  to  inca- 
pacitate from  giving  evidence  in  courts  of  justice,  as  '  treason,  and  every  species  of  the  crimen  falsi,  such 
as  forgery,  perjury,  subornation  of  perjury,  attaint  of  false  verdict,  and  other  offences  of  the  same  kind 
which  involve  the  charge  of  falsehood,  and  affect  the  administration  of  justice.'  " — Phil,  on  Evidence, 
page  23. 

"  By  the  common  law,  a  person  convicted  of  petty  larceny  was  not  a  competent  witness,  as  the 
oflfence  was  felony  no  less  than  grand  larceny.     Some  other  offences,  also,  make  witnesses  incompetent, 

after  conviction  and  judgment,  as barratry,  or  bribing  a  witness  to  absent  himself  and  not  give 

evidence." — Phil,  on  Evidence,  page  23. 

"At  the  present  day  a  conviction  of  any  description  of  treason,  or  felony,  or  of  any  species  of 
crimen  falsi,  whether  barratry,  conspiracy,  pei-jury,  or  other  crimes,  will  incapacitate  the  party  convicted 
from  giving  evidence,  without  regard  to  the  punishment.  So,  all  fraud  or  gaming,  and  bribing  a  witness 
not  to  give  evidence." — 1  Chitty,  page  589. 

The  frauds  of  which  Brown  was  convicted  are  not  merely  held  infamous  by  the  navd  regulation 
which  expelled  him  the  service,  but  amounted  to  theft  and  felony  bj'  the  municipal  law. 

In  making  this  objection,  the  accused  trusts  he  will  not  b"e  considered  to  raise  a  mere  formal 
or  technical  difficulty.  The  evidence  by  which  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a  party  is  to  be  established  is 
of  the  very  essence  of  the  administration  of  justice;  it  is  the  stream  which  must  be  kept  pure  and  incor- 
ruptible, or  no  man  will  be  safe  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  law. 

In  his  own  case  the  accused  has  no  apprehension  of  injury  from  anything  the  witness  now  offered 
can  testify;  but  he  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  protect  others  from  so  dangerous  a  precedent.  It  is  further 
due  to  the  dignity  of  this  court  to  exclude  from  its  presence  a  witness  whom  the  law  pronounces  infa- 
mous, and  not  worthy  to  be  credited  or  heard. 

The  question  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  court  is  one  which  demands  its  serious 
deliberation,  not  more  from  its  bearing  upon  the  present  case  than  as  involving  a  most  important  principle 
of  law,  of  general  application. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  by  myself,  and  none  can  be  felt  by  the  court,  that  no  captious  disposition 
has  induced  this  objection,  and  I  trust  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  urged  it  will  accord  me  equal  justice 
as  to  my  motives  and  feelings,  should  it  unfortunately  appear  that  we  do  not  wholly  coincide  in  our  views. 

I  am  disposed  on  this  occasion,  without  discussing  the  questions  fully,  to  yield  the  general  princi- 
ples of  law  that  have  been  laid  down,  and  freely  to  admit  that  the  common  law  rules  of  evidence  are  to 
be  the  guides  on  the  present  occasion;  that,  by  these  rules,  a  person  regularly  convicted  in  due  course 
of  law  of  felony,  or  even  of  larceny,  is  incompetent  to  testify  in  a  court  of  justice;  and  I  am  equally 
willing  for  the  present  to  yield,  what  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  by  no  means  free  from  question;  that 
a  conviction  before  a  court-martial  is  equally  operative  as  a  conviction  at  common  law  to  work  this 
consequence. 

Stripped  of  these  collateral  matters,  the  question  will  then  resolve  itself  into  this:  Is  an  individual 
VOL.  II 68  K 
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convicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial  of  the  offences  charged  against  this  witness  thereby  rendered 
incompetent  to  testify  in  a  court  of  justice?  The  offences  charged  are  fraudulently  giving  away  or 
selling  the  public  property,  and  embezzling  public  property,  contrary  to  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  Brown  was  punishable  only  under  a  statute.  At  common  law,  the  embez- 
zlement of  public  property  is  not  a  criminal  offence.  At  common  law,  also,  where  property  is  received 
by  a  servant  or  other  individual,  as  the  agent  or  trustee  of  another,  and  he  fraudulently  appropriates 
the  same  to  his  private  purposes,  such  offence,  however  heinous  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  however  anlao- 
gous  in  the  eye  of  reason  to  the  crime  of  larceny,  is  not  punishable  as  such.  The  offence,  then,  for 
which  Brown  was  tried,  and  of  which  he  was  convicted  before  the  court-martial,  is  a  new  one,  created 
by  statute.  The  common  law  could  not  reach  it,  not  merely  from  the  nature  of  the  act  itself,  but  from 
the  circnnistance  of  its  being  committed  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  question,  then,  which  suggests  itself  is  this.  The  statute  which  creates  the  crime  has  not 
prescribed,  as  part  of  the  punishment  consequent  upon  conviction,  that  the  party  shall  thereby  be  ren- 
dered infamous,  or  incompetent  to  testify.  No  such  punishment  is  affixed  by  the  sentence  of  the  court. 
I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  this  consequence  must  always  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  punishment 
following  conviction,  and  therefore,  where  the  offence  is  cognizable  entirely  at  common  law,  must  be 
prescribed  by  that  code;  when  created  by  statute,  the  statute  must  declare  that  this  result  shall  flow 
from  the  conviction.  It  is  in  no  case  sufficient,  in  order  to  produce  this  disqualification,  to  establish  the 
fact  that  the  party  whose  evidence  is  offered  has  been  actually  guilty  of  the  crimen  falsi;  though  he 
admit  it  on  his  examination,  though  he  avow  himself  an  accomplice,  the  objection  goes  only  to  his 
credibilitjr,  not  to  his  competency.  He  must  have  been  regularly  convicted,  and  then  only  is  he  rendered 
incompetent  to  testify.  The  inference  therefore  deducible  from  this  view  of  the  matter  is  that,  as  the 
statute  which  creates  the  offence,  and  the  court  by  which  he  was  tried,  have  not  prescribed  this  punish- 
ment of  infamy,  the  witness  is  not,  by  the  conviction  produced,  disqualified  from  testifying. 

Should  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  matter  be  considered  unsatisfactory,  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
the  offence  laid  to  the  charge  of  Brown  cannot  be  regarded  as  one  which,  if  cognizable  at  common  law, 
would  render  him  incompetent.  The  essence  of  it  is  embezzlement  of  public  property.  Embezzlement 
signifies  the  appropriation  to  one's  self  of  that  which  was  received,  or  held  in  trust  for  another.  It  is  a 
breach  of  trust,  not  larceny.  At  common  law,  a  cashier  of  a  bank  could  not  be  guilty  of  felony  in 
embezzling  an  India  bond  which  he  had  received  from  the  court  of  chancery,  and  was  in  his  actual  as 
well  as  constructive  possession.  1  Leach,  28;  3  Chitty,  A.  L.  36-t  (935,  6).  The  embezzlement  of  his 
master's  goods  by  a  servant,  to  whose  custody  they  had  been  entrusted,  was  no  criminal  offence  at  com- 
mon law,  but  made  felony  by  the  statute  21  Henry  VIII,  c.  2.  So  if  a  clerk  received  money  of  a 
customer,  and,  without  at  all  putting  it  into  the  till,  converted  it  to  his  own  use,  he  was  guilty  only  of  a 
breach  of  trust.  2  Leach,  835;  Chitty,  u.  s.  A  person  inhabiting  furnished  lodgings,  it  was  held  by 
high  authority,  could  not  be  guilty  of  larceny  in  taking  the  furniture  let  to  him,  and  which  he  had  a 
right  to  use,  until  the  statute  4  William  and  Mary,  c.  9,  provided  for  the  case.     3  Chitty,  367  (938). 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  indefinitely  citations  to  show  the  clear  distinction  known  to  the  law 
between  acts  which  amount  to  larceny,  and  those  which  are  considered  as  breaches  of  trust.  A  conviction 
for  the  former  disqualifies  the  individual  from  testifying  in  a  court  of  justice;  by  the  rules  of  the  common 
law,  the  proof  of  the  latter  is  followed  by  no  such  result. 

It  is  not  my  business  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  these  distinctions.  It  is  sufficient  that  they 
exist.  With  the  greatest  respect,  therefore,  for  the  opinion  of  the  learned  gentlemen  who  have  urged 
this  point,  I  am  constrained  to  deliver  it  as  my  opinion  to  the  court,  that  the  objection  only  goes  to  the 
credibibility  of  the  witness,  not  to  his  competency.  No  serious  inconvenience,  it  is  apprehended,  can 
result  from  a  corresponding  decision  by  the  court,  since  the  court  is  in  duty  bound  to  weigh  the  testimony 
of  the  witness,  and  to  give  it  only  that  credit  to  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  may  be 
deemed  entitled. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE.  Judge  Advocate. 

August  29,  1825, 


Na^-^'  Department,  September  8,  1821. 

Sir:  You  have  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  destined  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world. 

The  schooner  Dolphin,  Lieut.  Commandent  David  Conner,  is  ordered  to  accompany  you  on  the  cruise, 
and  to  be  subject  to  your  order.  You  will  proceed  directly  round  Cape  Horn,  and  stop  at  the  port  of  Val- 
paraiso, where  you  will  make  the  best  display  of  j'our  ship,  and  pay  the  usual  civilities  to  the  authorities 
of  the  country  as  due  from  a  friendly  nation.  At  that  port  you  will  ascertain  whether  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  has  been  molested  by  the  cruising  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  and  consult  with 
J.  B.  Provost,  Esq.,  the  United  States  agent  in  Chili,  as  to  the  causes  of  such  molestation,  and  the  best 
means  of  affording  relief  and  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  property,  so  far  as 
the  laws  of  nations  can  be  urged  in  their  favor.  Endeavor  to  secure  for  your  country  all  the  respect 
due  to  our  rights;  and  at  all  ports  and  places,  which  you  may  visit,  pay  particular  respect  to  the  existing 
authorities  of  the  country;  and  to  avoid  all  collisions  and  disputes,  maintain  the  strictest  discipline,  and 
permit  none  of  your  officers  or  men  to  visit  the  shores  in  cases  where  either  of  them  shall  have  violated 
the  rights  of  hospitality,  or  conducted  themselves  unbecoming  the  high  reputation  of  our  navy. 

The  public  papers  have  announced  that  the  government  of  Chili  has  declared  the  whole  coast  of  Peru 
in  a  state  of  blockade,  without  anything  like  an  adequate  force  to  maintain  it;  and  although  the  validity 
of  this  blockade  is  not  admitted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  so  as  of  right,  according  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  to  exclude  our  merchant  vessels  from  the  coast,  or  to  subject  them  to  lawful  capture 
for  a  violation  of  the  blockade,  but  on  the  contrary  its  legality  is  expressly  denied,  yet  the  nature  of  the 
controversy  that  is  carrying  on  in  South  America,  being  a  struggle  on  one  side  for  liberty  and  independence, 
renders  it  peculiarly  fit  and  proper  for  the  United  States  to  avoid  any  collision  with  them,  or  to  do  any 
act  that  may,  in  any  manner,  liave  the  appearance  or  admit  of  the  construction  of  favoring  the  cause  of 
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Spain  against  such  a  struggle.  Tlie  policy  of  our  government  has  heretofore  been,  and  it  still  is,  to 
observe  the  strictest  neutrality,  and  this  you  will  endeavor  to  pursue.  I  deem  it  necessary,  during  the 
present  state  of  things,  to  caution  you  to  avoid  all  collision  with  the  Chilian  squadron,  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Cochrane,  and  to  let  nothing  but  the  protection  of  the  honor  of  the  American  flag  lead 
you  to  an  open  conflict  with  any  of  the  vessels  under  his  command.  Act  at  present  on  the  defensive 
only;  and  for  all  violations  of  our  neutral  rights,  if  any  occur  under  your  observation,  let  strong  and 
spirited  appeals  be  made,  through  our  public  agent,  to  the  government  of  Chili,  impressing  it  upon  the 
proper  authorities  that  it  is  from  respect  to  them,  and  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  that  our 
rights  are  not  protected  by  force,  instead  of  appealing,  in  a  peaceable  and  friendly  manner,  to  their  sense 
of  justice. 

You  will  decline  taking  on  board,  for  either  party  in  actual  hostility,  in  Chili  or  Peru,  men,  money, 
provisions  or  supplies,  to  be  carried  for  such  party  to  any  other  port  or  country  whatsoever;  except 
specie,  which  you  are  permitted  to  bring  to  the  United  States  on  your  return. 

For  the  contingent  expenses,  pay,  &c.,  during  the  cruise  of  the  ship  Franklin,  the  purser  will  draw 
upon  this  Department,  directly,  under  the  sanction  of  the  approval  for  the  amount,  on  the  best  terms 
attainable;  and  it  is  presumed  that  such  bills  will  be  sought  for  by  those  who  may  wish  to  get  funds 
from  that  country  to  Europe,  or  the  United  States,  and  in  most  cases  at  an  advance  premium.  Bills 
may  be  drawn  at  such  sight  as  the  payees  shall  require,  provided  they  be  accompanied  by  letters  of 
advice.  It  will  be  necessary  to  divide  the  amounts  under  the  heads  of  appropriation  for  which  the  money 
shall  be  required  to  be  expended,  including  pay,  provisions,  repairs,  contingent,  and  pay,  &c.,  of  marines. 
The  letter  enclosed  for  Capt.  Charles  G.  Ridgely,  is  an  order  for  the  return  of  the  United  States  ship 
Constitution,  under  his  command,  immediately  after  your  arrival,  provided  no  important  services  or 
exigencies  shall  imperiously  require  that  ship's  co-operation  previously  to  leaving  that  ocean. 

I  recommend  your  frequent  communications  to  this  Department,  relative  to  all  your  movements,  and 
the  events  which  may  take  place.  You  will  probably  find  the  most  direct  conveyance  for  your  dispatches 
through  Panama  and  across  the  Isthmus. 

You  have,  also  enclosed,  a  copy  of  the  general  instructions  of  this  Department,  in  relation  to  piracy 
and  the  slave  trade,  for  your  government,  in  the  event  of  your  meeting  with  vessels  of  either  description 
on  your  passage  out,  or  your  return  home. 

It  will  be  convenient  for  the  vessels  under  your  command,  on  your  return  to  the  United  States,  to 
enter  the  port  of  New  York. 

Previously  to  sailing,  direct  a  complete  muster  roll  to  be  transmitted  to  this  Department. 
Wishing  you  health,  and  a  fortunate  cruise,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Neio  York. 

Navy  Department,  August  17,  1825. 
The  preceding  has  been  carefully  compared  with  the  record  kept  in  this  Department,  and  found  to 
be  a  true  copy. 

JOHN  BOYLE. 


Navy  Department,  October  27,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  and  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  cases  of  Lieut.  Joshua 
R.  Sands  and  Midshipman  John  M.  Rinker,  and  wish  to  be  informed  why  the  said  proceedings  have  not 
been  either  disapproved  oi'  approved,  and  the  sentences  carried  into  execution. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Charles  Stewart,  V.  S.  Navy,  Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia,  October  29,  1824. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  27th  inst.,  inquiring  why  the  court-martial  pro- 
ceedings in  the  cases  of  Lieut.  J.  R-.  Sands  and  Midshipman  Rinker  have  not  been  approved  or  disapproved, 
and  carried  into  execution. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  tenoi*  of  the  sentences  which,  requires  that  they  should  be 
carried  into  efl'ecti  by  the  commander-in-chief)  a  title  belonging  exclusively  to  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States, 

It  would  have  been  arrogance  in  me,  and  an  improper  assumption  of  responsibility,  at  a  time  when 
I  was  no  longer  even  commander  of  the  squadron,  and  only  senior  officer  on  the  station,  which  you  will 
perceive  by  the  transfer  of  the  command  to  Captain  Hull,  dated  April  29. 

By  the  marked  distinction  made  in  the  sentences,  by  the  court  in  those  two  cases  from  the  others 
tried  at  the  same  court,  and  which  Were  carried  into  effect,  you  will  perceive  more  forcibly  the  views  and 
intentions  of  the  court-martial. 

If  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Midshipman  Rinker  do  not  bear  my  approval,  it  is  an  omission, 
for  I  was  under  the  impression  it  did. 

Considering  those  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Sands  as  evidently  partial  and  lawless,  I  could  not  give  to  them 
my  approval.  Besides  the  irregularities  which  appear  in  the  proceedings,  there  are  others  that  took  place 
wliich  do  not  appear  on  the  record. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

The  honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Navy  Department,  November  3,  1824. 
Sir:  I  return  to  you  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court-martial,  in  the  cases  of  Lieutenant  Joshua 
K.  Sands,  Midshipman  John  M.  Rinker,  and  carpenter  Samuel  Brown,  and  I  request  that  you  will  approve 
or  disapprove  of  them;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  that  you  will  state  your  reasons  on  each  case  sepa- 
rately. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  state  whether  you  authorized  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  judge 
advocate. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Charles  Stewart,  U.  S.  Navy,  Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia,  November  5,  1824. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  the  general  naval  court-martial 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Sands,  Midshipman  John  M.  Rinker,  and  the  carpenter,  Samuel 
Brown.  In  compliance  therewith,  I  enclose  to  you  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Midshipman  J.  M. 
Rinker,  approved,  heretofore  accidentally  omitted. 

Those  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Brown,  carpenter,  from  the  nature  of  the  sentence,  require  the  approval 
of  the  Executive,  agreeably  to  law. 

The  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Sands  are  returned  disapproved,  for  th3  following  rea- 
sons: First,  under  date  of  the  15th  April,  1824, 1  was  under  the  necessity  of  suspending  the  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Sands,  in  consequence  of  the  court  having  proceeded  illegally  and  unprecedentedly  in 
the  case  of  the  judge  advocate,  he  having  been  objected  to  by  the  prisoner,  which  objection  was  admitted 
by  the  court.  Second,  I  had  assured  Mr.  Sands  that  no  sentence  should  be  carried  into  effect,  operating 
ao-ainst  him,  unless  the  proceedings  were  just  and  fair.  Thirdly,  1  could  not  approve  a  sentence  which  law- 
lessly assumes  a  prerogative  belonging  to  another  power,  the  right  of  mitigation,  as  expressed  in  the  sen- 
tence. In  page  28,  of  the  proceedings,  it  appears  they  were  lawlessly  suspended  by  the  court,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  releasing  Lieutenant  Sands  from  the  limits  I  had  assigned  him. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  you  the  letters  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  court  on  the  subject  of  the 
judge  advocate,  whicli  will  exhibit  how  far  I  had  anything  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  the  deputy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

CHARLES  STEWART. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingtoJi. 


Mr.  President,  and  memhers  of  the  court: 

If  an  honorable  man  can  have  any  consolation,  when  judicially  and  criminally  charged  with  oflBcial 
misdemeanors,  and  the  violation  of  the  sacred  duties  he  owed  to  himself  and  his  country,  it  must  be  in 
finding  his  case  submitted  to  the  investigation  and  decision  of  honorable  men:  alive  to  all  the  sensibilities 
and  pride  of  a  well  earned  reputation;  distinguished  by  their  high  rank  in  their  common  ))rofession;  firm 
in  the  confidence  of  their  common  country,  and  fully  possessed  of  the  experience  and  knowledge  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  judge  with  perfect  intelligence  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Thus  stands  Capt.  Charles  Stewart  before  this  court,  and  such  is  the  tribunal  by  which  he  is  to 
be  tried. 

On  his  part,  his  object  and  intention  is  to  make  a  full,  explicit  and  unreserved  exhibition  of  all  the 
transactions  to  which  the  charges  against  him  relate,  so  far  as  he  has  any  knowledge  of  them.  He 
desires  to  derive  no  protection  or  aid  from  concealment,  or  the  affectation  of  ignorance  of  anything  really 
known  to  him;  but  will  truly  expose  to  this  court  and  the  country  everything  in  his  knowledge  con- 
nected with  his  command  in  the  Pacific,  and  relevant  to  the  matters  now  under  investigation.  If  his  jus- 
tification is  not  to  be  found  in  the  truth  of  his  case;  in  the  honor  and  innocence  of  his  intentions  and 
motives;  in  the  meritorious  and  conscientious  discharge  of  the  high  duties  and  responsibilities  of  his  sta- 
tion, he  will  not  seek  nor  receive  it  from  subterfuge  and  evasion.  He  requires  to  he  justified,  not  to  be 
screened  from  punishment;  he  asks  to  receive  his  honor  and  his  sword  unstained  from  your  hands,  and 
not  to  escape  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

There  cannot  be  a  member  of  this  court  that  has  not  had  personal  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
diflSculties,  mistakes  and  impositions  to  which  the  commander  of  a  ship-of-war,  on  a  foreign  station,  is 
daily  and  inevitably  exposed,  with  his  utmost  vigilance.  He  is  surrounded  and  beset  by  so  many  whose 
interest  it  is  to  deceive  and  mislead  him,  that  if  he  escapes,  even  some  serious  errors,  it  may  be  deemed 
almost  miraculous.  Such  experience  will  enable  you  to  discriminate,  with  accuracy,  between  the  errors 
arising  from  such  sources  and  circumstances,  if  any  shall  be  found,  and  those  intentional,  corrupt  wrongs 
which  are  the  proper  objects  of  prosecution  and  punishment.  This  is  an  indulgence,  I  should  rather  say 
a  justice,  without  which  the  great  trusts  of  society  could  not  be  discharged;  without  whicli  no  man  would 
be  so  insane  as  to  take  upon  himself  any  public  duty.  It  is  the  protection  of  every  judicial  officer,  from 
the  highest  tribunal  of  our  country  to  the  lowest.  It  is  the  protection  of  the  honorable  members  of  this 
court,  who,  being  human,  are  liable  to  err,  but  whose  errors  cannot  be  visited  upon  them  eitlier  criminally 
or  reproachfully  if  committed  with  pure  hearts,  a  careful  examination  of  their  duties,  and  an  honest 
endeavor  to  perform  them.  Nothing  ever  has  been,  or  justly  can  be,  required  of  any  man,  called  upon 
to  act  on  his  own  judgment,  but  an  upright,  conscientious  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  If  there 
be  found  in  the  case  no  selfish  motive;  no  corrupt  influence;  no  private  or  public  views  inconsistent  with 
the  duties  of  the  oflBcer  and  the  honor  of  the  man,  it  is  impossible  there  can  be  crime  in  the  legal  or  moral 
sense  of  the  term.  It  is  impossible  that  errors  of  judgment  in  difficult  situations,  on  difiicult  points;  that 
impositions  practiced  on  a  commander  against  which  he  could  not  guard  himself,  or  irregularities  com- 
mitted without  his  authority  or  knowledge,  and  without  any  gross  and  culpable  negligence  on  his  part, 
can  be  the  legal,  equitable  or  reasonable  subjects  of  a  criminal  accusation. 
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In^judging  tliis  case,  then,  it  is  indispensable  to  keep  in  view  the  time,  place  and  circumstances  under 
•which  the  complaints  arose,  which  have  given  birth  to  it.  A  civil  war  of  a  barbarous  and  exterminating 
character  was  raging  in  South  America;  there  was  no  permanent  government  which  pervaded  the  whole 
country  and  aflforded  a  constant  and  regulated  protection;  but  each  party  predominated  in  particular 
provinces,  by  turns,  according  to  the  result  of  a  battle  or  a  siege;  a  regular  sj'stem  of  revenue  and  finance 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  war  was  unknown,  and  the  necessities  of  the  combatants  were,  in  part,  at 
least,  supplied  by  plunder,  under  any  form  and  pretence,  and  from  anybody,  that  might  suit  the  occasion. 
If  such  proceedings  were  not  directly  practiced  and  authorized  by  those  who  from  time  to  time  held  the 
powers  of  the  people,  and  may  in  some  sort  be  called  the  government,  it  is  certain  they  did  not  or  could 
not  prevent  and  restrain  them.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  neutrals  engaged  in  the  most  lawful  commerce 
were  daily  falling  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  and  avarice  of  marauders  on  the  sea  and  robbers  on  the  shore. 
To  protect  our  citizens  from  injuries  and  ruin  of  this  kind,  to  save  their  propertj'  from  lawless  plunder, 
and  their  persons  from  imprisonment  and  death,  the  President  sent  out  the  force  of  the  nation.  To  the 
commander  of  this  force  the  situation  was  delicate  and  hazardous,  and  he  has  a  just  claim  to  the  utmost 
liberality  in  judging  of  his  conduct.  He  was  assailed  by  the  sufferings  and  complaints  of  his  countrymen 
on  the  one  side,  whom  he  was  bound  to  protect,  and,  on  the  other  side,  he  was  menaced,  when  he  inter- 
fered, by  the  local  authorities  of  an  extended  coast,  in  the  possession  of  difierent  parties,  and  charged  with 
an  invasion  of  their  national  rights  and  sovereignty.  He  was  compelled  to  decide  and  to  act,  and  to  do 
so  promptly  and  efficiently.  He  was  far  distant  from  his  government,  and  could  not  look  there  for  coun- 
sel and  countenance  in  difficult  emergencies,  and  on  intricate  questions.  Nothing  could  then,  or  should 
now,  be  required  of  him,  but  a  pure  and  conscientious  exercise  of  his  judgment  on  the  case  as  it  was  pre- 
sented to  him,  and  an  efficient  discharge  of  his  duty  according  to  the  judgment  so  formed.  Even  error 
thus  fallen  into  cannot  be  criminal  or  reproachful;  as  to  dissatisfaction  and  complaints  from  the  contend- 
ing parties,  whenever  the  accused  interposed  between  them  and  their  prey,  is  it  not  obvious  they  would 
become  frequent  and  violent  in  proportion  as  the  commander  was  firm  and  vigilant  in  performing  his 
duty?  Every  disppointment  of  plunder  would  be  a  cause  of  complaint;  every  American  citizen  who  was 
rescued  from  the  grasp  of  their  rapacity  would  excite  indignation  against  the  man  who  interposed  to  save 
him;  and  if  they  were  so  fortunate  as  to  have  an  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  gave  a  willing  and  an 
eager  ear  to  such  complaints,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  multiplied  without  number,  and  assailed 
every  naval  commander  of  the  United  States,  who  had  been  put  upon  this  arduous  and  dangerous  duty? 

The  accused  cannot  be  charged,  however  it  may  have  been  insinuated,  with  any  partiality  or  prefer- 
ence for  of  either  the  belligerent  parties.  His  official  correspondence  will  show  that  his  sole  object  was 
the  protection  and  succor  of  his  fellow-citizens,  in  their  lawful  pursuits;  and  that,  whether  the  injury 
came  from  a  patriot  or  a  royalist,  he  was  equally  prompt  to  redress  it. 

With  these  general  observations,  containing  principles  important  to,  and  which  will  be  relied  upon 
in,  the  defence,  we  proceed  to  a  more  special  consideration  of  the  charges  set  forth  in  the  specifications 
submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  the  answers  and  explanations  which  will  be  severally  given 
to  them. 

CHARGE    FIRST UNOFFICERLIKE    CONDUCT. 

First  specification,  charges  the  accused  with  various  acts  of  misconduct  in  the  months  of  May,  June, 
and  July,  of  the  year  1822,  in  relation  to  the  following  vessels:  the  American  ship  called  the  Canton;  the 
American  ship  called  the  Pearl;  an  English  brig  called  the  Sarah;  a  French  ship  called  the  Telegraph. 
The  acts  charged  are: 

1.  In  aiding  and  assisting  those  vessels  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  and  illicit  trade  with  certain 
ports  in  Peru. 

2.  Aiding  and  assisting  them  in  violating  the  laws  and  decrees  of  the  existing  government  of  Peru. 

3.  In  aiding  them  in  transporting  and  landing  arms,  military  stores,  and  other  contraband  articles. 

4.  And  in  protecting  the  said  vessels  from  the  consequences  of  such  illegal  traffic,  by  employing,  or 
threatening  to  employ,  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  in  their  defence. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  observation  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  matter,  no  intimation  or  sug- 
gestion is  made  of  the  manner  or  means  by  which  the  alleged  aid  and  assistance  was  afforded.  This  is 
now  mentioned,  not  by  way  of  a  legal  exception  to  the  specification,  but  to  excuse  ourselves,  if  we  are 
compelled  to  wander  a  little  in  the  dark  in  seeking  to  meet  and  disprove  the  charge. 

We  put  the  French  ship,  the  Telegraph,  at  once  out  of  our  way,  by  asserting,  as  we  shall  unques- 
tionably prove,  that  we  never  gave  her  any  sort  of  aid  or  assistance  whatever  in  her  carrying  on  any 
trade,  lawful  or  unlawful,  or  in  any  other  way,  or  for  any  other  purpose;  and  that,  so  far  from  protecting 
her  from  the  consequences  of  her  illegal  traffic,  if  she  were  engaged  in  any,  she  was  actually  captured  by 
a  patriot  ship-of-war,  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  Franklin,  when,  by  the  smallest  movement  for  her 
protection,  the  capture  might  have  been  prevented.  But  Capt.  Stewart  had  nothing  to  do  but  with  the 
vessels  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  his  own  country. 

As  to  the  Canton,  we  answer  that  this  ship  and  her  cargo  were  both,  and  entirely,  the  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  were,  therefore,  both  entitled  to  the  aid  and  protection  of  a  ship-of-war 
of  the  United  States,  while  employed  in  a  lawful  commerce.  This  vessel  sailed  from  the  United  States 
m  the  charge  of  Capt.  O'Sullivan  and  Mr.  Horatio  Ward,  who  were  joint  supercargoes — the  former  being 
also  master  of  the  ship.  She  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  cargo  was  purchased 
by  Capt.  Eliphalet  Smith,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  delivered  to  Capt.  Smith  at  Arica  or  Quilca,  two 
of  the  ports  of  Peru,  called  the  Intermedios.  Of  course,  until  the  arrival  of  the  goods  purchased  at  one 
of  those  ports,  the  sale  was  not  completed.  The  Canton  sailed  from  Valparaiso  for  Arica  and  Quilca,  in 
charge  of  Capt.  O'Sullivan,  in  order  to  deliver  there  the  goods  purchased  by  Capt.  Smith,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  She  sailed  in  May,  1822,  and  she  did  go  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca  and  Arica, 
under  the  convoy  and  protection  of  the  Franklin;  but  it  is  utterly  and  explicitly  denied  that  she  carried 
on  any  illicit  or  contraband  trade,  that  she  violated  any  of  the  laws  and  decrees  of  the  existing  govern- 
ment of  Peru,  or  transported  or  landed  any  arms,  military  stores,  or  contraband  articles  of  any  kind,  at 
the  ports  mentioned,  or  any  other  ports.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  alleged,  and  will  be  ex|)ressly 
proved,  that  all  the  cargo  taken  in  the  Canton  from  Valparaiso  consisted  of  French,  English,  and  German 
dry  goods,  wine,  oil,  and  perhaps  some  other  articles  of  the  same  character.  And  it  is  further  expressly 
alleged,  and  will  be  proved,  that  all  the  goods  landed  at  the  said  ports  from  the  Cautou  were  duly  and 
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regularly  entered  in  the  custom  houses  of  the  said  ports,  according  to,  and  under,  the  authority  of  the  laws 
of  the  existing  government,  and  that  all  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  cargo  and  goods,  consisting 
wholly  of  specie  and  bullion,  were  also  taken  on  board  the  Franklin,  with  the  knowledge  and  assistance 
of  the  officers  of  the  said  custom  houses,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  existing  government;  and,  of 
course,  that,  in  relation  to  this  ship  and  her  cargo,  the  accused  neither  employed,  nor  threatened  to 
employ,  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  to  protect  her  from  the  consequences  of  any  illegal  trafSc. 
And,  further,  that,  so  far  was  the  accused  from  having  any  disposition  or  intention  to  give  aid  and  pro- 
tection to  any  illicit  trade,  that  he  refused  to  give  convoy  to  the  Canton,  from  Valparaiso  to  Arica,  u  ril 
she  had  landed  at  Valparaiso  some  arms  she  had  brought  from  New  York:  and  they  were  accordingly 
landed. 

2.  As  to  the  67-tg^  Pear?,  erroneously  called  a  ship,  in  the  specification,  our  answer  is  short  and  explicit: 
The  accused  never  gave  her  convoy,  nor  aid,  or  assistance  of  any  sort  or  kind ;  on  the  contrary,  when 
convoy  was  asked  for  her,  he  refused  it,  which  was  a  subject  of  complaint  against  him  by  the  master  and 
mate  of  the  Pearl;  but  she  was  refused,  because  she  had  arms  on  board. 

3.  In  like  manner  with  the  English  brig,  the  "  Sarah,"  the  accused  had  nothing  to  do,  in  any  shape 
or  manner,  or  for  any  purpose.     He  never  gave  her  convoy,  protection,  or  aid,  or  assistance  of  any  kind. 

These  answers  arc  sufficiently  broad  and  explicit  to  meet  the  charges  of  the  specification;  and  if  the 
answers  are  true  and  shall  be  proved,  the  charges  must  be  overthrown.  The  accused,  however,  acting  on 
the  principles  he  has  stated,  will  explain  the  only  transaction  in  his  knowledge,  to  which  the  charge  of 
employing,  or  threatening  to  employ,  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  can  allude.  While  the 
Franklin  and  the  Canton  were  lying  at  Quilca,  a  vessel  of  war  in  the  patriot  service,  called  the 
Belgrano,  and  commanded  by  one  Captain  Brunier,  threatened  to  capture  and  make  prize  of  the 
Canton;  not  under  any  allegation  or  pretence  that  she  was  concerned  in  any  illicit  or  contraband  trade, 
or  had  arms  or  military  stores  on  board,  but  under  a  charge  of  her  violating  a  blockade.  As  the  accused 
knew  of  no  blockade,  and  there  was  none,  either  in  point  of  fact  or  law,  he,  of  course,  denied  that  any 
blockade  had  been  or  could  be  violated;  and  declared  that  any  attempt  to  t'.ke  the  Canton  on  that 
pretext,  would  be  prevented  by  force.  The  correspondence  between  the  accused  and  Captain  Brunier 
will  be  exhibited  to  the  court,  and  will  fully  sustain  this  statement.  This  pretended  blockade  of  a  coast 
of  immense  extent,  was  supported  by  no  appearance  of  force,  and  indeed  the  whole  navy  of  the  patriots 
at  that  time  did  not  exceed  three  or  four  small  vessels.  It  was  a  blockade  declared  by  San  Martin,  on 
the  part  of  Peru,  and  the  instructions  given  to  the  accused  by  his  government  had  pronounced  a  much  more 
formidable  blockade,  declared  by  the  government  of  Chili,  to  be  illegal  and  of  no  validity,  because  it  was 
"  without  anything  like  an  adequate  force  to  maintain  it."  If,  under  these  circumstances,  the  accused 
had  suffered  the  Canton  and  her  cargo  to  be  captured  by  the  Belgrano  for  the  breach  of  such  a  blockade, 
and  that  were  now  the  charge  he  is  called  upon  to  answer,  he  knows  not  what  defence  or  apology  he 
could  offer  for  himself. 

In  a  letter  from  our  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Prevost,  this  transaction  is  expressly  referred  to,  and 
the  ground  taken  by  the  accused  explicitly  supported.  It  is  declared  that  "  Captain  Stewart  could  not 
have  submitted  to  see  the  Canton  captured,  under  the  very  guns  of  his  ship,  without  formally  admitting 
thereby  the  validity  of  the  blockade  in  its  most  licentious  extent."  I  think  it  will  be  heard  witli  some 
surprise  by  this  court,  and  the  American  people,  to  whom  these  specifications  have  gone  forth  through 
every  newspaper,  that  this  charge,  which  stands  pre-eminent  in  the  long  list  for  its  bold  and  criminal 
daring,  has  been  thus  explicitly  justified  and  commended  by  the  American  Government;  not  by  general 
instructions  or  strong  implications,  but  by  a  direct  reference  to  the  transaction  itself. 

Second  sjxcifieation.  This  specification  charged  the  accused  with  sailing  with  the  United  States  ship 
Franklin  in  June  and  July,  1822,  to  the  Intermedios  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  private  and  illicit  traffic, 
and  ivith  a  view  to  his  oivnjmvate  emolument. 

It  has  already  been  seen  in  the  answer  to  the  first  specification  that  the  only  vessel  to  which  the 
accused  had  given  any  sort  of  aid  and  assistance  was  the  Canton,  convoyed  by  him  at  the  time 
mentioned,  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca  and  Arica;  and  it  has  also  been  alleged  and  will  be  unquestionably 
proved,  tliat  the  Canton  was  engaged  in  no  illicit  trade  or  traffic  whatever;  neither  as  to  the  character 
of  her  cargo,  the  manner  of  disposing  of  it,  nor  the  proceeds  received  in  return  for  it.  All  this  would 
be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  second  specification;  stripping  it  entirely  of  all  that  is  illegal  or  offensive 
in  the  charge,  and  entitling  the  accused  to  a  full  acquittal.  But  however  it  might  judicially  satisfy 
the  court  to  leave  this  specification  with  no  further  answer,  it  does  not  satisfy  the  accused,  who  knows 
and  feels  that  here  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  suspicion  that  has  been  excited  against  him;  of  all  the 
calumnies  and  odium  that  have  been  heaped  upon  his  head.  The  charge  is  that  he  gave  aid  and 
assistance  to  the  Canton,  "  with  a  view  to  his  own  private  emolument."  It  cannot  be  concealed  that 
the  source  of  all  the  complaints  and  hard  thoughts  that  have  been  entertained  against  the  accused,  is 
the  belief  that  he  held  a  pecuniary  concern  in  the  Canton  and  her  cargo,  and  was  induced  to  afford  her 
extraordinar_y  facilities  and  aid  in  her  enterprise  and  movements,  because  he  thereby  promoted  his  own 
interests  and  increased  his  own  gains.  He  cheerfully  meets  this  suggestion  in  the  broadest  and  most 
unequivocal  terms  of  denial  and  defiance.  He  asserts,  not  only  from  the  absence  of  all  affirmative  proof 
of  the  fact,  but  from  such  absolute  and  direct  testimony  as  the  proposition  is  capable  of,  that  he  had  not 
at  the  periods  mentioned,  and  never  had  at  any  other  period,  directly  or  indirectly,  absolute  or 
contingent,  immediate  or  remote,  an  interest  of  any  description,  to  the  value  of  a  cent,  in  the  Canton,  in 
her  cargo,  or  in  any  of  the  expeditions,  enterprises  or  speculations  in  which  she  was  concerned.  That 
he  had  no  pecuniary  connection,  concern  or  interest  with  Captain  E.  Smith,  or  any  other  person  under 
whose  care  and  direction  the  said  ship,  her  cargo  and  movements  were  placed,  and  that  all  the  aid  and 
protection  he  gave  to  the  said  ship  in  her  transactions  had  no  view  whatever  to  his  own  interest  or  gain, 
but  was  induced  solely  by  a  desire  to  perform  what  he  considered  to  be  his  duty,  and  according  to  his 
instructions  in  giving  the  protection  of  a  ship  of  the  United  States  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  their  lawful  business  and  trade,  and  the  exercise  of  their  undoubted 
rights.  On  the  contrary,  the  accused  avers  that  when,  on  a  certain  occasion,  he  was  offered  an  interest 
in  a  commercial  speculation  which  would  have  afforded  him  a  large  profit,  he  declined  it — not  because  it 
was  illegal  or  contrary  to  his  duty,  but  because  he  was  resolved  not  to  expose  himself  even  to  unjust 
suspicions  and  misrepresentations,  and  not  to  trammel  or  blend  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties  with 
any  private  interests,  connections,  views  or  feelings  whatever.  If,  then,  this  mistaken  and  false 
foundation  of  the  suspicions  and  calumnies  under  which  the  accused  has  so  long  and  so  painfully  labored, 
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be  removed,  as  assuredly  it  will  be,  what  doubt  can  remain  of  the  pure  and  high  principles  of  honor  and 
duty  on  which  ho  has  acted  through  the  whole  course  of  his  arduous  command? 

Remove  the  imputation  of  private  and  sordid  objects  from  his  conduct,  and  what  could  have  been  his 
guides  but  public  honor  and  duty;  the  recollection  of  past  services  through  many  years  of  fatigue  and 
danger,  in  peace  and  war,  and  the  brighter  recollection  of  the  noble  rewards  he  had  received  for  his 
services  in  the  confidence  and  honors  of  his  country? 

TJiird  >ipecification,  charges  the  accused  with  preventing  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano  from  enforcing 
the  laws  of  the  government,  by  taking  and  sending  in  for  adjudication  the  ship  Canton,  detected  in 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  and  in  being  concerned  in  the  pecuniary  profits  of  tlie  illicit  voyages  and 
transactions  of  the  said  ship  Canton. 

Every  part  of  the  allegations  contained  in  this  specification  have  been  already  distinctly  and  expli- 
citly answered.  There  was  no  illicit  trade  attempted  or  intended,  by  the  Canton.  There  was  none 
charged  upon  her  by  the  commander  of  the  Belgrano,  whose  only  pretext  for  taking  her  was  the  breach 
of  a  fictitious  blockade,  illegal  and  invalid,  and  so  considered  and  declared  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  not  only  in  tlie  instructions  of  the  accused,  but  in  various  solemn  and  public  acts.  As  to 
the  participation  of  the  accused  in  the  pecuniary  profits  of  the  voyages  and  transactions  of  the  Canton, 
legal  or  illegal,  he  refers  to  his  answer  to  the  second  specification. 

Fourth  specification.  This  relates  to  a  transaction  which  has  been  the  subject  of  investigation  at 
another  place,  and  before  another  tribunal.  The  accused  will  reply  to  it,  only  so  far  as  he  is  responsible 
for  it.  The  charge  is  that  the  accused  transported,  or  caused  to  be  transported  in  the  United  States 
schooner  Dolphin,  in  May,  1822,  one  Eliphalet  Smith,  with  goods  and  merchandise  for  sale  on  private 
account,  and  permitting  said  Smith  to  carry  his  goods  and  samples  of  goods,  not  designed  for  the  use  of 
the  Dolphin,  on  board  of  the  Dolphin,  and  permitting  said  Smith  to  employ  a  national  vessel  to  sell  and 
display  for  sale  such,  his  goods,  when  such  traffic  was  illegal  and  contraband,  and  tended  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  mere  transporting  of  E.  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
schooner  Dolphin,  to  the  ports  mentioned,  is  not  charged  or  pretended  to  be  an  offence  of  any  kind,  or 
against  anybody,  nor  could  it  be.  It  is  only  by  connecting  it  with  the  other  circumstances  detailed,  in 
relation  to  goods  taken  with  Smith,  that  the  ofFence  is  made  out. 

That  the  accused  did  permit  the  said  E.  Smith  to  be  transported  in  the  Dolphin  from  Valparaiso  to 
the  ports  mentioned,  or  one  of  them,  for  the  purposes  which  will  be  presently  mentioned,  is  freely  admitted; 
but  as  to  every  part  of  this  specification  which  relates  to  any  goods  or  samples  of  goods  taken  by  Smith 
on  board  the  Dolphin,  or  as  to  any  purpose  for  which  such  goods  were  taken  for  sale,  display,  or  other- 
wise, or  as  to  anything  that  was  done  or  intended  to  be  done  with  the  said  goods  or  samples  of  goods, 
the  accused  gave  no  permission,  express  or  implied;  he  had  no  knowledge,  direct  or  indirect,  nor  any 
means  of  knowledge.  He  was  not  on  board  the  Dolphin  when  the  said  Smith  went  on  board  of  her;  nor 
on  her  passage  to  the  ports  mentioned;  nor  after  her  arrival  there;  and  whatever  was  then  and  there  done, 
was  done  without  any  participation  or  knowledge  on  his  part.  His  order  to  take  Captain  Smith  on  board 
the  Dolphin  is  in  writing,  and  will  speak  for  itself.  Ho  will,  however,  state  the  facts  of  that  transaction, 
as  he  expects  to  give  them  in  proof. 

Captain  B.  Smith  went  to  Valparaiso  in  the  United  States  frigate  Constellation,  then  commanded  by 
Captain  Ridgely.  He  there  purchased  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  as  has  been  mentioned,  to  be  delivered  to 
him  at  Quilca  and  Arica.  It  was  his  intention  to  have  gone  to  those  ports  in  the  Canton,  and  he  could 
have  done  so,  but  for  the  following  circumstance: 

When  he  came  to  Valparaiso,  he  brought  to  Captain  Stewart,  the  accused,  an  official  letter  from 
General  Ramirez,  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  southern  provinces  of  Peru,  under  the  royal  authority. 
It  was  necessary  that  an  answer  should  be  returned  to  this  communication,  and  one  was  accordingly 
written,  which  together  with  the  letter  of  General  Ramirez  will  be  here  exhibited.  The  general  was  then 
at  Arequipa,  about  ninety  miles  in  the  interior,  and  it  was  necessary  to  send  the  answer  to  Arica  or 
Quilca,  to  be  thence  transmitted  to  Arequipa.  The  Dolphin  was  about  to  sail  from  Valparaiso  to  Lima, 
and  would  or  could  touch  at  Arica  or  Quilca  without  deviating  from  her  way.  In  order  then  to  oblige 
Captain  Stewart,  and  for  no  possible  benefit  to  himself.  Captain  Smith  consented  to  go  in  the  Dolphin, 
instead  of  the  Canton;  and  as  his  business  would  require  him  to  go  to  Arequipa,  he  was  to  take  Captain 
Stewart's  dispatch  to  General  Ramirez.  The  advantage  to  the  United  States  in  this  arrangement  was 
this:  had  the  dispatch  been  forwarded  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Dolphin,  she  must  have  been  detained 
until,  in  the  first  place,  a  license  could  have  been  obtained  from  Arequipa  permitting  him  to  go  there, 
and  afterwards  until  he  should  have  gone  there  and  returned. 

As  to  what  took  place  on  board  the  Dolphin  in  relation  to  the  goods  and  samples  of  goods  mentioned, 
it  is  not  material  to  the  accused  to  explain  or  justify  it,  as  he  had  no  connection  with  or  knowledge  of 
the  transaction;  but  he  will,  nevertheless,  aver,  and  stands  ready  to  prove,  that  no  goods  or  samples  of 
goods  were  taken  for  sale  on  board  the  Dolphin,  or  ofl'ered  for  sale,  or  intended  for  sale. 

Fifth  specification,  charges  that  the  accused  in  August,  1822,  emploj'ed  the  schooners  Peruvian  and 
Waterwitch,  then  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  in  traffic  and  carrying  merchandise  on  private  account. 
The  gist  and  importance  of  this  charge  consists  in  the  allegation  that  these  schooners,  at  the  time 
mentioned,  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Take  away  this  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  charge. 
This  allegation  is  directly  and  explicitly  denied;  and  will  be  proved  to  be  unfounded.  This  might  be  a 
sufficient  answer  to  the  charge,  but  proceeding  on  the  system  of  making  a  full  and  clear  disclosure  of  all 
the  knowledge  in  possession  of  the  accused,  that  has  any  relation  to  the  subjects  of  accusation,  he  will 
briefly  detail  the  facts  about  these  schooners  Peruvian  and  Waterwitch.  The  frames,  materials  and 
rigging  of  these  schooners,  and  of  another  called  the  Robinson  Crusoe,  were  brought  to  Valparaiso  out 
from  Boston  in  the  brig  Pearl.  They  were  afterwards  built,  or  put  up  by  the  mechanics  of  the  Franklin; 
they  being  paid  for  their  work  by  the  accused.  The  Waterwitch  was  built  at  Arica;  the  Peruvian  at 
Quilca;  and  the  Robinson  Crusoe  at  Juan  Fernandez.  It  has  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  naval 
commanders  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  other  nations,  to  permit  their  people  to  be  employed  in 
in  the  work,  not  only  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  of  foreigners  also,  provided  their  duties  on 
board  the  national  ship  are  not  obstructed  or  neglected  by  such  employment;  and  pruvidod  the  persons  to 
whom  they  render  such  services  make  them  a  proper  remuneration.  By  the  contract  between  the  accused 
and  the  captain  of  the  Pearl,  which  will  be  exhibited,  the  Peruvian  became  the  property  of  the  accused, 
and  he  paid  for  the  work  of  the  whole,  according  to  the  tonus  of  the  contract,  besides  making  a  pay- 
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ment  of  $500.  This  is  the  origin  of  these  schooners,  both  of  which  were  private  property.  Now,  as  to  the 
service  in  which  they  were  engaged:  the  charge  is  that  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  they 
were  employed  in  trafiBc,  and  carrying  merchandise  on  private  account.  As  to  the  Waterwitch,  she  never 
was  at  any  time,  or  for  anybody,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  accused,  employed  in  any  private  traffic,  or  in 
carrying  any  merchandize,  but  was  sent  immediately  on  public  service  to  Guayaquil.  The  services 
rendered  by  these  schooners  to  the  United  States  will  be  shown  to  be  important,  if  not  indispensable. 
As  to  the  Peruvian,  it  has  been  already  stated  she  was  the  private  property  of  the  accused.  The  only 
employment  she  had  in  traffic,  or  carrying  merchandise  on  private  account,  was  as  follows,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  Peruvian  was  not,  and  never  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  although  she  was 
about  two  months  afterwards  so  engaged: 

The  Franklin,  the  Canton,  and  the  Peruvian  were  at  sea  together;  the  Franklin  being  bound  to  Lima; 
the  Canton  to  Guayaquil,  for  a  cargo  of  cocoa;  and  the  Peruvian  being  in  tow  of  the  Franklin,  having 
been  launched  but  a  short  time  before,  and  not  equipped.  Captain  0' Sullivan,  then  in  command  of  the 
Canton,  who  had  been  rescued,  as  already  mentioned,  by  the  accused  from  capture  by  the  Belgrano,  was 
apprehensive  he  might  again  fall  in  with  that  vessel  and  be  plundered  of  his  goods,  as  her  captain  had 
threatened  to  take  him  whenever  he  could  catch  him.  To  avoid  this  danger,  when  the  Canton  was  about 
to  separate  from  the  Franklin  at  sea,  O'Sullivan  requested  permission  to  put  certain  bales  of  goods,  all 
that  were  left  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  on  board  the  Peruvian,  not  for  the  purpose  of  any  trade  or 
traffic,  but  merely  for  security,  and  to  be  restored  to  the  Canton  when  she  should  afterwards  meet  the 
Peruvian  at  Quilca,  to  which  port  the  Canton  was  to  sail,  after  getting  in  her  cocoa  at  Guayaquil.  This 
was  accordingly  done;  the  goods  were  taken  to  Callao  in  the  Peruvian,  in  tow  of  the  Franklin,  and 
afterwards  from  Callao  to  Quilca,  but  no  attempt  made  to  sell  them,  nor  were  they  ever  sold,  or  offered 
for  sale  or  traffic  there;  but  on  the  arrival  of  the  Canton  at  Quilca,  they  were  returned  to  her  in  the  same 
state  they  had  been  received  from  her;  taken  by  the  Canton  to  New  York;  regularly  landed  there,  paying 
duties,  and  conforming  in  all  things  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  well  to  add  in  this  article,  that  by  the  frigate  Constellation,  on  her  return  to  the  United 
States,  the  accused  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  informing  him  of  the  necessity  or  utility 
of  having  some  small  vessel  in  the  service,  for  many  objects  which  a  ship  so  large  as  the  Franklin  could 
not  perform.  After  this  letter  was  sent,  the  Pearl  put  into  Valparaiso,  bound  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
with  the  frames,  &c.,  before  mentioned,  on  board,  and  the  accused  purchased  them  on  the  terms  already 
stated.  The  Waterwitch,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  accused,  was  first  employed  in  the  public  service; 
and  afterwards  the  Peruvian;  but  not  at  the  time  she  took  the  goods  on  board.  To  be  more  explicit  as 
to  dates,  the  Waterwitch  sailed,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Henry,  in  the  public  service,  from 
Quilca  to  Guayaquil,  on  the  26th  July,  1822.  She  arrived  at  Callao  on  2d  September,  and  there  found 
the  Peruvian  not  yet  fitted  out.  He  remained  in  command  of  the  Waterwitch  until  26th  September, 
when  he  transferred  his  crew  and  command  to  the  Peruvian ;  from  which  time  only  she  can  be  considered 
a  vessel  in  the  public  service,  which  is  about  eight  weeks  after  the  goods  were  put  on  board  of  her. 

We  will  be  a  little  more  particular  on  this  subject.  On  the  5th  May,  1822,  the  accused  wrote  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thus: 

"The  present  state  of  Panama  would  afford  great  facilities  in  communicating  with  Washington,  but 
to  effect  it  expeditiously  an  advice  boat  would  be  requisite  ou  this  side;  say  a  small  pilot  boat,  to  be 
manned  and  officered  from  the  ship,  which  could  be  rowed  in  the  long  calms  to  which  the  passage  from 
Lima  to  Panama  and  back,  is  subject.  It  would  therefore  be  advisable  to  send  a  vessel  of  that  descrip- 
tion round  here,  otherwise  no  communication  could  be  kept  up  by  that  route,  as  it  takes  two  months  for 
a  vessel-of-war  of  any  other  description  to  come  from  Panama  to  this  place."  On  the  5th  January,  1823, 
the  accused  adresses  another  letter  to  the  Secretary.  After  speaking  of  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of 
obtaining  opportunities  towrite  to  the  United  States,  and  his  instructions  enjoined  upon  him  to  make 
"frequent  communications  to  the  Department,"  he  says:  "I  have  been  constrained  to  procure  myself  a 
pilot  boat  schooner,  at  my  oivn  expense,  but  officered  and  manned  from  the  ship,  which  now  enables  me  to 
forward  to  you  by  way  of  Panama,  the  dispatches.  The  usefulness  of  this  vessel  will  be  more  evident 
to  j'ou,  when  the  various  services  she  has  already  performed  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  orders." 
After  a  scrupulous  investigation  of  these  services,  the  Department  was  so  well  satisfied  with  their 
usefulness,  that  it  paid  Lieutenant  Henry  the  extra  allowance  he  was  entitled  to  as  her  commander;  in 
addition  to  which,  she  recaptured  from  pirates  an  American  vessel  and  cargo,  worth  $60,000,  for  which 
no  salvage  was  ever  asked  or  received.  It  should  be  remarked,  that  except  this  extra  pay  to  Mr.  Henry, 
the  employment  of  this  schooner  actually  cost  the  United  States  nothing.  The  officers  and  men  on  board 
of  her  would  have  consumed  the  same  provisions  on  the  Franklin,  and  all  the  arms,  &c.,  were  returned  to 
the  Franklin.  The  true  character  and  result  of  this  operation  was  simply  this:  that  the  accused,  in  his 
zeal  to  perform  efficiently  the  service  he  was  sent  on,  procured  this  vessel  for  that  service,  but  as  his  own 
property  and  at  his  own  expense;  knowing  that  if  his  government  should  not  choose  to  take  her,  he  could 
always  dispose  of  her  for,  at  least,  her  cost.  The  United  States  had  the  use  of  the  vessel  for  about  two 
years,  without  any  charge  for  it;  and  when  his  service  ended,  the  accused  sold  her  so  as  to  reimburse  his 
advances.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  miraculous  or  incredible  that  the  commander  of  an  American 
squadron  should  do  thus  much  for  the  service  he  was  engaged  in.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  he  gave  the 
same  account  of  this  transaction  he  now  gives,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary,  when  he  was  far  from 
anticipating  any  censure  for  it,  and  could  have  no  object  to  misrepresent  his  motives,  and  the  schooner 
never  was  engaged  in  any  but  the  public  service.  This  act  of  liberal  and  gratuitous  zeal  is  now  con- 
verted into  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  1  Let  every  man,  hereafter,  beware  not  to  do  more  than  his 
duty,  however  honorable  and  useful  it  may  be. 

Sixth  Sjxcification.  With  every  disposition  to  give  the  prosecution  the  utmost  latitude  of  aecusation, 
and  a  determination  to  interpose  no  exception  or  objection  to  impede  its  course,  which  the  most  liberal 
mind  might  deem  captious  or  evasive,  the  accused  cannot  avoid  to  remark  that  this  specification  is  most 
unreasonably  loose  and  general.  It  covers  the  whole  period  of  his  command  in  the  Pacific,  and  every 
transaction  in  which  he  was  engaged.  No  act  is  specified,  no  person,  and  no  place.  If  this  is  sufficiently 
certain  and  definite  to  put  the  accused  on  his  defence,  no  other  specification  seems  to  have  been  neces- 
sary-— everything  is  included  here.  The  accused  is  charged  with  aiding  "  the  violators,"  none  of  whom 
are  named,  of  the  revenue  laws  of  Peru,  at  "various  times" — none  designated — between  the  arrival  of 
the  Franklin  in  the  Pacific,  in  February,  1822,  and  her  departure,  in  1824.  What  the  aid  was,  to  whom 
rendered,  when  or  where  rendered,  is  all  a  mystery;  not  a  hint  is  given  by  which  the  accused,  or  anybody 


PEOCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS- MARTIAL.  545 


else,  can  discover  with  any  precision  what  is  alluded  to,  or  would  be  proved  under  this  specification.  It 
is  true,  it  goes  on  to  allege,  in  terms  equally  general,  tliat  this  aid  was  aObrded  by  permitting  "sundry 
persons"  to  carry  from  the  shore,  coin,  bullion,  plata  piua,  a  d  other  articles,  "contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  said  government,  without  the  permission,  authority,  or  knowledge  of  the  custom  house  officers  and 
local  authorities,  and  to  deposit  the  said  articles,  so  smuggled,  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  then  under  the  command  of  the  said  Charles  Stewart." 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  ptirchasod  by  Captain  Smith,  was  afterwards 
sold  by  him  at  Quilca  and  Arica,  and  regularly  there  landiil  tlinm^li  the  custom  house,  and  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  existing  government.  It  is  presumed  that  tlic  .sjucification  now  under  consideration 
alludes  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  cargo,  consisting  of  coin,  bullion,  and  plata  pina,  v^'hich  were 
brought  on  board  the  Franklin.  So  far  from  this  having  been  done  with  any  concealment  from  the  local 
authorities,  or  in  fraud  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  country,  or  under  any  circumstances  which  resembled 
a  smuggling  transaction,  it  will  be  unquestionably  proved  that  it  was  done  with  the  permission,  authority, 
and  knowledge  of  the  custom  house  officers  and  local  authorities — nay,  with  their  direct  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion— the  regular  duties  being  paid  and  satisfied  to  the  government.  The  coin,  bullion,  and  plata  pina 
were  brought  down  to  the  coast  from  a  great  distance  in  the  interior,  along  the  public  roads,  on  about 
seventy  mules,  in  open  daylight,  and  was  three  or  four  days  (m  the  road.  This  is  a  new  species  of 
smuggling,  a  new  mode  of  defrauding  the  revenue  laws  and  local  authdrities  of  a  country.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  at  this  time  these  ports,  as  well  as  Arequipa  and  the  ailjnining  country  for  several  hun- 
dred miles  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior,  were  in  the  full  and  uii(|iir,stiiinable  possession  of  the  royal 
authority,  and  under  that  authority  all  these  transactions  took  piaci':  and  this  is,  perhaps,  the  grievance 
that  has  called  out  the  complaints  of  those  who  were  struggling  fur  tliat  authority,  and  who,  had  they 
been  in  possession  of  it,  would  have  been  treated  with  the  some  justice  and  respect.  We  look  only  to 
the  "local  authority,"  in  whatever  hands  we  may  find  it;  the  question  of  right  the  accused  was  not  bound 
to  fathom  or  decide,  nor  even  at  liberty  to  inquire  into. 

Seventh  specification.  This  is  liable  to  the  same  objection  of  generality  and  looseness  with  the  pre- 
j,  as  to  times,  places,  and  persons.  It  charges  that  specie,  bullion  and  plata  pina,  and  other  articles, 
were,  at  varions  times,  brought  on  board  public  vessels  of  the  United  States,  clandestinely  and  at  night, 
designed  to  be  transported  from  Peru  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  that  country.  The  specie,  bullion,  and 
plata  pina  received  in  payment  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  were  brought  down,  as  above  stated,  on  mules 
from  a  great  distance  in  the  interior.  It  would  sometimes  arrive  in  the  day  and  sometimes  in  the  night, 
and  was  taken  in  boats  on  board  the  Franklin  as  it  arrived.  As  patriot  vessels-of-war  were  sometimes 
hovering  on  the  coast,  it  was  thought  most  prudent  and  safe  to  ship  the  specie,  &c.,  immediately  on  its 
arrival.  But  this  was  so  far  from  being  done  with  an  intention  of  smuggling  or  concealment  from  the 
custom  house  officers  or  local  authorities,  that  it  was  done  with  their  knowledge  and  aid  and  under  their 
direction.  In  the  case  of  the  first  arrival  at  night,  the  colonel  commanding  at  Quilca  went  with  Captain 
Smith  to  show  him  the  points  or  places  at  which  it  would  arrive,  in  order  that  Captain  Smith  might  have 
his  boats  there  ready  to  receive  it,  and  dispatched  a  sergeant  to  meet  the  money  and  have  it  brought  to 
the  places  designated  by  him.  So  little  did  the  accused  imagine  that  receiving  money  at  night  was  an 
offence  against  the  revenue  laws,  or  evidence  of  fraud  and  smuggling,  that  in  June,  1822,  he  wrote  to  the 
sub-delegate  at  Quilca,  informing  him  that  Captain  Smith's  bullion  and  specie  were  on  the  way  from 
Arequipa;  that  he  wished  it  to  be  immediately  embarked;  and,  as  it  would  probably  arrive  in  the  night, 
asks  his  excellency  to  give  such  orders  to  the  guard  as  would  prevent  their  mistaking  the  boats  of  the 
Franklin  for  those  of  the  patriots,  and  such  orders  were  accordingly  given. 

The  specification  fui-ther  charges,  that  the  money  thus  brought  on  board  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  was  afterwards,  at  sea,  transported  to  certain  vessels  bound  to  distant  ports,  these  ves- 
sels being  then  out  of  the  control  of  the  authorities  on  shore.  After  such  vessels  had  passed  the  exami- 
nation of  the  custom  house  officers,  the  design  of  this  operation  is  declared  to  be,  to  defraud  the  laws  of 
the  government  of  Peru ;  and  this  is,  in  fact,  the  gist  and  substance  of  the  whole  specification.  It  is, 
therefore,  abundantly  obvious,  that  if  the  money,  &c.,  in  question,  was  put  on  board  the  Franklin  by  the 
permission  and  authority  of  the  local  authorities  and  its  custom  house  officers,  having,  of  course,  satisfied 
all  the  duties  and  claims  required  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  it  was  wholly  immaterial  what  vsas  after- 
wards done  with  it,  or  whether  the  vessels  in  which  it  was  placed  were  at  sea  or  in  port,  or  had  not 
passed  the  examination  of  the  custom  house  officers.  It  is  conceded  that  this  money,  bullion,  &c.,  was 
afterwards,  at  distant  periods,  and  various  places,  put  on  board  other  vessels,  to  be  transported  to  the 
United  States  to  the  respective  owners  to  whom  it  belonged.  At  other  places,  to  wit,  Lima  and  Valpa- 
raiso, money  and  bullion  were  put  on  board  the  Fraidilin  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  others, 
not  parties  to  the  war,  on  deposit  for  safe  keeping,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  owners  as  called  for. 
Whether  they  had  paid  duties  or  not,  the  accused  had  no  means  of  knowing,  and  was  not  bound  to 
inquire.  He  was  sent  on  his  cruise  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  Unilcd  Slates;  to  afliiril  relief  and 
protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  property,  with  nu  piuliiliitieiis  ur  iimitaiions  but 
such  as  the  laws  of  nations  impose.  The  notorious  fact,  that  the  property  of  eiti/.ens  of  the  United 
States  had  been  violently  seized,  not  only  on  shore,  but  from  their  vessels,  not  able  to  defend  it,  rendered 
it  necessary  for  its  protection  that  it  should  be  placed  on  board  a  ship-of-war,  whose  force  alone  could 
intimidate  the  audacity  of  those  plunderers,  and  protect  the  innocent  from  their  rapacity. 

Eighth  specification,  seems  to  be  but  as  generalizing  the  various  matters  contained  in  the  preceding 
specifications,  or  some  of  them;  and  the  accused  therefore  refers,  as  a  reply  to  it,  to  the  answers  already 
given. 

Ninth  specification,  charges  that  the  accused  aiforded  extraordinary  and  illegal  aid  to  the  Canton  and 
other  vessels  in  which  he  was  interested  with  Captain  E.  Smith,  to  the  neglect  of  other  vessels  engaged 
in  a  lawful  commerce,  but  in  the  profits  of  which  he  had  no  participation. 

The  accused  aft'orded  no  aid  to  the  Canton,  but  such  as  he  has  already  detailed;  and  he  denies  that 
any  part  of  it  was  either  extraordinary  or  illegal,  or  such  as  he  would  not  have  promptly  and  faithfully 
afforded  to  any  other  American  vessel  in  the  same  necessity.  As  to  his  connection,  concern  or  interest 
with  Captain  E.  Smith,  in  the  Canton  or  her  cargo,  or  any  other  vessel,  or  any  participation  in  their 
profits,  he  has  already  distinctly  and  explicitly  denied,  and  will  fully  maintain  his  denial.  The  accused 
is  entirely  ignorant,  and  denies  that  he  neglected  to  afford  protection  to  any  vessel,  in  his  knowledge,  to 
which  he  was  bound  to  afford  it. 
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Tenth  specification,  chavg-es  that  the  accused  purchased  from  the  Canton,  at  Valparaiso,  in  April, 
1822,  ninety  bolts  of  canvas,  twenty-five  and  a  half  casks  of  wine,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
pounds  of  copper  nails,  paints,  oils,  &c.,  ostensibly  for  the  use  of  the  Franklin,  when  they  were  not  neces- 
sary for  her,  and  in  fact  were  not  employed  or  consumed  in  her. 

It  is  somewhat  hard  to  call  upon  a  commander  of  such  a  ship-of-war,  on  a  station  which  imposed  upon 
him  such  arduous,  important  and  embarrassing  duties  and  responsibilities,  to  account  for  every  article, 
even  to  a  few  pounds  of  nails  or  gallons  of  oil,  purchased  for  the  ship,  and  which  he  is  obliged  to  pro- 
cure, not  always  on  his  own  knowledge  or  investigation,  but  on  the  representations  and  requisitions  of 
inferior  oflScers,  in  whose  departments  these  wants  occur,  or  for  which  the  articles  are  intended. 

The  accused,  however,  denying  his  responsibility  for  any  excesses  or  errors  of  this  kind  that  do  not 
amount  to  a  culpable  negligence  and  inattention  to  his  general  superintending  duty  and  authority, 
will  give  the  best  account  in  his  power  of  the  matters  charged  against  him. 

As  to  the  canvas.  He  did  purchase,  or  ordered  to  be  purchased,  ninety  bolts  of  canvas,  on  the 
indent  or  requisition  of  the  sailmaker;  twenty-four  of  which  were  actually  consumed  on  board  the 
Franklin  for  her  use,  thirty  were  furnished  to  the  Constellation,  Captaiu  Kidgely,  and  thirty-six  were,  on 
the  request  of  the  captain  of  the  Canton,  who  became  in  want  of  them,  returned  to  him,  and  for  which  he 
paid  the  purser  of  the  Franklin,  who  has  regularly  credited  the  United  States  with  the  amount,  in  his 
accounts;  and  so  far  was  the  purchase  of  this  article  from  being  useless  or  unnecessary  for  the  Franklin, 
and  so  far  was  she  from  being  amply  supplied  with  it,  that  it  was  necessary  afterwards  to  make  a  fur- 
ther purchase  of  canvas  for  her,  which  has  not  found  its  way  into  this  specification;  perhaps,  because  it 
was  not  purchased  of  that  obnoxious  ship,  the  Canton.  The  wine  mentioned  in  the  specification  was 
purchased  at  about  fifty  cents  a  gallon  by  Mr.  Hogan,  the  American  consul  at  Valparaiso,  hy  order  of 
the  accused,  to  be  used  by  the  midshipmen  of  the  Franklin,  as  a  substitute  for  ardent  spirits.  It  was 
also  used,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  casks,  which  spoiled,  and  were  converted  into  vinegar, 
which  would  have  cost  about  double  the  price  of  the  wine. 

The  other  articles  mentioned  were  purchased  on  the  indent  or  requisition  of  the  officers  of  the 
Franklin,  and  were,  as  the  accused  believes,  either  employed  for  her  use,  or  remain  as  part  of  the  public 
stores  on  board  of  her. 

The  actual  purchase  of  all  these  articles  was  made  by  Mr.  Hogan,  the  consul  and  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Valparaiso,  to  whom  the  requisitions  or  indents  were  sent  by  the  accused,  as  he  received  them 
from  his  oflBcers,  and  who  made  the  purchases  of  such  persons  and  on  such  terms  as  he  thought  proper. 
The  accounts  of  Mr.  Hogan,  filed  in  the  Navy  Department,  will  show  this. 

Eleventh  ajxcification,  does  not  seem  to  charge  the  mere  causing  or  permitting  the  carpenters  and 
other  persons  attached  to  the  Franklin  to  be  employed  in  working  on  board  private  vessels,  as  an  offence 
or  breach  of  duty;  nor  could  it  do  so,  as  it  is  a  constant  aud  beneficial  practice,  not  only  in  our  service, 
but  in  others,  both  naval  and  militai-y,  to  permit  the  mechanics  and  other  persons  attached  to  a  ship-of- 
war  to  be  thus  employed.  The  grievance  laid  is,  that  this  was  done  without  any  proper  and  adequate 
reason,  and  without  any  compensation  to  the  individuals  thus  employed.  As  to  the  adequate  reason,  it 
is  presumed  that  must  depend  upon  the  opinion  and  wishes  and  wants  of  the  persons  asking  for  such 
assistance,  and  who  are  willing  to  pay  for  it,  and  would  not  probably  require  it  on  such  terms,  without 
an  adequate  reason.  The  difiBculty  and  frequent  impossibility  of  obtaining  workmen  of  this  description 
in  the  ports  of  the  Pacific,  are  known  to  many  of  the  members  of  the  court.  In  every  case  where  tlie 
carpenters  or  other  persons  of  the  Franklin  were  employed  in  working  on  board  private  vessels,  the  indi- 
viduals thus  I'liiiiliiycd  were  compensated  for  their  services  by  the  persons  by  whom  they  were  employed. 

Tiri'/j'ili  sj,f<-i/ii;iii',,n,  charges  that  the  accused  received  Capt.  E.  Smith  on  board  the  Franklin,  aud 
perniittcil  him  to  niiiuiu  there  nearly  a  year,  engaged  in  private  traflBc,  and  that  he  employed  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  subserviency  to  the  views  of  said  Smith.  It  need  not  be  repeated  that  it 
is  the  constant  practice  of  our  service,  and  it  is  believed  of  every  service,  to  take  passengers  on  board 
our  ships  for  their  personal  accommodation  and  business,  provided  they  have  no  unlawful  objects  to  be 
aided  by  this  accommodation,  and  are  either  our  own  citizens  or  are  neutral  in  relatii)u  tn  any  sulisistin,g 
war;  nor  is  any  possible  inconvenience  or  wrong  perceived  in  this  practice,  used  with  discrttidu  and 
without  ijiconvenience  to  the  ship.  The  allegation  that  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  were  made 
subservient  to  the  traffic  or  views  of  Capt.  Smith,  is  utterly  without  foundation  or  truth.  Capt.  Smith 
came  in  the  Constellation  to  Valparaiso  on  his  private  business,  and  it  has  never  been  charged  as  an 
offence  against  the  honorable  commander  of  that  frigate.  The  principal  object  of  Capt.  Smith  in  going  to 
Valparaiso,  was  tii  call  uiKin  the  accused,  and  claim  his  aid  in  obtaining  certain  claims  he  had  upon  the 
govcniniciit  of  Chili  t;,i-  pi-upcrty  taken  from  him  before  the  arrival  of  the  accused,  who  was  specially 
char-'cd  in  liis  instmci  imis  to  atlbrd  relief  in  such,  and  all  other  cases,  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Wliilc  :it  V;il|)ariiiso,  (';i|it.  Smith  received  information  that  the  brig  Macedonian,  the  vessel  in  which  he 
had  s;iilcii  IVoiii  the  liiitcd  States,  Avitli  a  cargo  of  about  $90,000,  belonging  to  American  citizens,  was 
sei/,1  d  liy  ilic  aiilhoiiiics  of  Lima,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  patriots.  On  the  arrival,  as  above  stated,  of 
Cai)t.  Sniitli  at  ^uilca,  this  disastrous  news  was  confirmed;  and  he  requested  the  accused  to  take  him  in 
the  Fraiddin,  then  going  to  Lima,  to  hmk  aricr  this  iiio|.iiiy.  The  accused  did  not  and  could  not  refuse 
this  refjuest.  He  would  have  aliaiidoncd  his  duty  and  the  orders  of  his  government  if  he  had.  He  took 
Capt.  Smith  to  Lima,  and  tliis  was  tlic  fiist  time  he  was  on  board  the  Franklin,  unless  as  a  casual  visitor. 
The  passage  to  Lima  occnjiicd  .•il.oiit  seven  or  eight  days,  and  Capt,  Smith  remained  theiv  with  the 
Franklin  about  two  months,  cndca\driii,i;-,  with  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  accused,  to  ohtain  a  n'sti- 
tution  of  his  ])roperty.  Tiie  corrt'si)ondence  between  the  accused  and  the  government  at  Lima  will  fully 
explain  this  transaction.  The  Fi-anklin,  with  ('apt.  Smith,  returned  to  Quilca,  occnpyin.L;-  in  the  ]iassago 
al)onl  twenty-two  days,  and  here  Capt.  Smith  would  lia\-e  left  her;  but  the  accuseil  advised  him  to  go  in 
her  back  to  Valparaiso,  and  on  this  account:  before  the  accused  had  first  sailed  from  Valjiaraiso,  he  had 
opened  a  correspondence  with  the  government  of  Chili  on  the  subject  of  Smith's  (daini,  which  corres- 
pondence will  be  exhibited  to  the  court.  This  correspondence  the  accused  had  sent  to  his  own  govern- 
ment by  the  schooner  Amanda.  He  had  seen  it  reported  in  the  public  papers  that  liieut.  Forrest  was 
coming  out  with  dispatches  tf)  him,  and  he  thought  it  probable  they  might  contain  some  information  or 
instructions  in  relation  to  Smith's  claim  upon  Chili,  which  he  had  communicated,  as  aforesaid,  to  our 
government.  He  therefore  advised  Capt.  Smith  to  go  with  him  to  Valparaiso  to  meet  any  such  instruc- 
tions, should  they  arrive.  Ca]it.  Smith  very  naturally  and  judiciously  took  this  advice;  sailed  in  the 
ship,  and  arrived  in  a  passage  of  about  twenty-five  days;  he  remained  with  her  there  about  fourteen 
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days;  sailed  to  Juan  Fernandez,  where  <lie  sliip  was  detained,  not  for  the  accommodation  of  Captain 
Smith,  about  a  month;  went  back  to  Valparaiso  and  remained  tliere  three  (ir  four  weeks,  and  then  sailed 
to  Quilca,  where  he  arrived  in  about  eigiit  dayw,  and  tlieu  left  the  I'^ranklin,  where  he  would  have  left 
her  Ion.!;-  before,  but  for  the  friendly  anil  disinterested  advice  <if  the  acrused.  The  Court  have  now,  with 
a  luiinilcni'ss  ccrl.iinly  tcdinus  and  ahiiost  ridiculous,  but  reiidcn-d  iio<-(ssary  liy  tlie  charge,  an  account 
(iC  all  111!'  time   spcul   \<y  ('a|itaiii   Smith  on    l)oar(l   the   I'^rauklin,    with  the  views  and  objects   entertained 

As  a  final  and  decisive  justiliralion  df  (lie  ai-cnscd,  for  all  the  exertions  he  used  to  aid  Capt.  Smith 
in  his  endeavors  to  obtain  redress  I'm-  llir  loss  (if  tin'  Afacedonian  and  her  cargo,  it  will  be  sufBcient  to 
show  that  the  owners  of  that  property  hail  presented  a  memorial  to  our  government,  praying  its  inter- 
ference in  enforcing  their  claims,  and  that  our  government  accordingly  sent  a  copy  of  the  memorial  to 
the  accused,  with  instructions  to  give  any  aid  in  his  power  in  obtaining  satisfaction  for  thcin. 

I  appeal,  confidently,  to  every  member  of  tliis  court,  whether  he  has  ever  heard  of  any  prohibition  in 
our  service,  forbidding  th(^  commander  of  a  national  ship  to  take  an  American,  or  a  foreigner,  into  his 
cabin,  to  feed  him  at  his  own  table,  at  his  own  expense,  without  the  cost  of  a  cent  to  the  United  States, 
and  carry  him  where  he  pleases  in  the  due  course  of  his  cruise,  provided,  in  the  case  of  a  citizen,  his 
business  and  purposes  are  lawful,  and  in  case  of  a  foreigner,  he  be  not  a  belligerent.  True,  indeed,  the 
commander  of  a  national  ship  shall  not  give  the  countenance  and  protection  of  his  force  to  assist  an 
American  citizen  in  violating  the  laws  of  his  own  country,  or  invading  the  rights  of  another,  nor  shall 
he  extend  his  assistance  to  any  belligerent  subject  or  citizen,  to  protect  him  against  his  enemy,  for  this, 
in  a  degree,  would  be  to  take  part  in  the  war;  but,  with  these  exceptions,  who  ever  heard  of  its  being 
criminal  in  a  naval  commander,  in  any  service,  to  take  a  passenger  in  his  ship,  at  his  own  expense,  from 
one  port  to  another,  for  nearly  a  year,  or  for  ten  years? 

Of  Captain  Smith,  whose  presence,  on  board  the  Franklin,  seems  to  have  excited  so  much  ire  against 
her  commander,  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  he  has  been  entrusted  with  property  to  an  immense  amount, 
by  some  of  the  first  commercial  men  in  the  United  States;  that  this  coniidcuri'  was  continued  through 
the  course  of  many  years,  in  situations  requiring  a  high  degree  of  inlclli-cucc,  liinincss  and  integrity, 
and  that  to  the  last  hour  of  his  agency,  he  retained  the  respect  of  his  principals  uiiliii|iaiii'd. 

This  specification  does  not  charge  anything  unlawful  in  the  objects  or  views  of  Captain  Smith,  while 
on  board  the  Franklin. 

Thirteenth  specification.  In  reply  to  this  specification,  the  accused  denies  that  he  ever  employed  the 
said  E.  Smith  to  carry  dispatches,  with  the  exception  of  the  letter  to  General  Ramirez,  the  reasons  and 
circumstances  of  which  have  been  already  explained,  which  prevented  a  long  and  inconvenient  detention 
of  the  Dolphin  at  Quilca,  when  on  her  passage  to  Lima;  wdiich  saved  to  the  United  States  all  the  expense 
of  such  delay,  as  well  as  of  a  messenger  for  a  license  to  Arequipa,  which  was  done  by  the  said  E.  Smith, 
purely  to  oblige  the  accused,  or  rather,  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which  afforded  no  advantage 
or  facilities  whatever,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  accused,  or  in  his  view  when  he  sent  the  dispatches  by 
the  said  E.  Smith,  to  his  private  concerns.  The  accused  denies  that  he  ever  employed  the  said  E.  Smith 
to  board  vessels,  or  perform  other  duties,  which  ought  to  have  been  executed  by  officers  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  unless  the  carrying  the  letter  to  General  Ramirez,  shall  be  so  deemed. 

Fourteenth  specification.  The  manner  in  which  certain  bales  of  goods  wore  put  on  board  the  Peruvian, 
from  the  Canton,  and  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  put  there,  and  their  subsequent  return  to  the 
Canton,  have  all  been  explained  in  the  reply  of  the  accused  to  the  5tli  specification,  and  need  not  now 
be  repeated.  He  has  also  stated  that  the  Peruvian  was  not,  at  that  time,  a  public  vessel;  and  he  denies 
the  allegation,  in  this  specification,  that  she  was  "  ostensibly  a  public  vessel"  in  any  proper  meaning  of 
the  terms.  But  let  us  meet  this  accusation  in  its  most  formidable  attitude.  What  if,  instead  of  these 
goods  having  been  put  in  the  Peruvian,  they  had  been  taken  on  board  the  Franklin,  for  no  purposes  of 
trade,  but  bona  fide  to  preserve  them  from  an  i]npending  danger,  and  were  afterwards,  when  the  danger 
was  past,  returned  to  their  owner  as  they  were  received — whom  has  he  offended?  Whose  rights  invaded? 
What  duty  or  law  has  he  violated?  As  to  the  part  of  the  specification  which  charges  that  the  accused 
received  and  carried  on  board  the  Franklin  the  supercargo  of  the  Canton,  and  samples  of  goods  put  on 
board  the  Peruvian,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  sale  of  the  said  cargo — he  answers:  that  the  said 
goods  were  not  put  on  board  the  Peruvian  for  sale  or  trade,  with  any  permission  or  knowledge  of  the 
accused,  nor  were  they  afterwards  offered  or  used  fo;'  such  purposes,  or  so  intended,  with  his  permission 
or  knowledge;  and,  of  course,  the  samples  mentioned  were  not  brought  on  board  the  Franklin  with  the 
permission  of  the  accused,  to  further  the  sale  of  the  cargo,  nor  did  he  know  they  were  brought  on  board, 
if  they  were  so,  nor  were  the  samples  ever  exposed  or  used  for  any  such  purpose.  The  goods,  cnusisting 
of  nine  or  ten  bales  of  silk,  were  put  into  the  Peruvian,  merely  for  protection  and  security-  against  the 
threatened  seizure  by  the  captain  of  the  Belgrano.  Mr.  Horatio  G.  Ward,  who  had  been  supen-ugo  uf  the 
Canton,  was  employed  by  the  accused,  as  his  secretary  or  clerk,  being  acquainted  with  the  Spanish 
language,  and  therefore  ceased  to  be  the  supercargo  of  the  Canton.  He  appears  on  the  books  of  the 
Franklin,  to  be  in  her  service,  from  the  1st  August,  1822,  which  is  the  day  after  he  came  on  board. 
Among  the  baggage  of  Mr.  Ward,  these  samples  of  the  silks  were  brought  on  board;  but  it  was  unknown 
to  the  accused. 

And  the  accused  further  begs  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  court,  whether 
it  is  a  violation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  regulation  of  the  naval  service,  in  the  com- 
mander of  a  vessel-of-war  to  take  on  board  his  ship  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  with  samples  of  goods 
really  intended  for  sale  by  him,  and  for  the  purpose  of  using  such  samples  in  efiecting  such  sales,  pro- 
vided the  goods  are  not  brought  on  board  the  national  ship;  nor  is  the  ship  permitted  to  deviate  from  her 
course  in  order  to  facilitate  or  subserve  such  objects  and  purposes;  and  such  citizen  has  no  illicit  trade  or 
transaction  to  be  thus  aided  by  the  permission  or  knowledge  of  the  commander.  The  accused,  neverthe- 
less, pnjtests  that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  the  samples  in  question  were  brought  on  board  the 
Franklin;  that  he  gave  no  such  permission,  nor  knew  of  any  use  made  or  intended  to  be  made  of  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  sale  of  the  goods  represented  by  them. 

Fifteenth  specification.  The  accused  avers  that  neither  Captain  John  O'Sullivan  nor  Mr.  H.  Ward  were 
received  or  permitted  to  remain  on  board  the  Franklin,  for  any  long  period  of  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
traffic,  or  any  other  purpose.  They  made  occasional  and  short  visits,  as  other  persons  did  or  might  have 
done.  In  this  answer  he  does  not  include  the  period  during  which  the  said  Ward  was  employed  as  his 
clerk  on  board  the  Franklin. 
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Sixteenth  specification.  The  facts  of  the  transaction,  alluded  to  in  this-  specification,  are  these:  Two 
horses  were  taken  from  Valparaiso  to  Qnilca,  one  of  which  belonged  to  the  accused,  and  was  presented 
by  him  to  a  Mr.  Cotera,  residing  at  Quilca,  in  return  for  some  small  silver  baskets  of  Indian  manufacture, 
which  he  had  given  to  Mrs.  Stewart.  The  other  horse  belonged  to  Captain  E.  Smith,  which  he  disposed 
of  at  Quilca,  as  he  thought  proper;  but  how  or  to  whom  was  unknown  to  the  accused.  Neither  of  the 
horses  had  any  equipments,  not  even  a  saddle  and  bridle,  when  disposed  of  as  aforesaid.  They  were  both 
taken  on  board,  at  Valparaiso,  with  the  knowledge  and  permission  of  the  governor  of  that  place,  to  whom 
applicaiion  for  such  permission  was  made,  by  Mr.  Hogan,  the  American  consul.  The  governor  recom- 
mended that  they  should  be  taken  on  board  at  the  public  arsenal;  and  it  was  accordingly  so  done. 

Seventeenth  specification.  This  specification  is  already  substantially  answered.  The  people  or 
mechanics  of  the  Franklin,  who  were  employed  in  building  the  schooners  mentioned,  were  fully  paid  and 
remunerated  for  their  work,  by  the  accused;  any  articles  taken  for  their  use,  and  in  fact  none  were  taken 
but  for  the  Peruvian,  were  afterwards  replaced  or  returned  by  the  accused.  A  vessel  of  the  description 
of  the  Peruvian  was  required  for  the  public  service,  and  the  accused  had  so  informed  his  government, 
and  the  Peruvian  was  actually  and  usefully  employed  in  such  service. 

Eighteenth  specification.  This  specification  charges  that  the  accused  permitted  sails,  &c.,  to  be 
made  for  tin.'  use  nf  the  (_':intnn,  l>y  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  and  other  public  vessels,  and  out  of  mate- 
rials which  li:i(l  licrn  puicliascil  for  the  service  of  the  government.  The  crew  of  the  Franklin  did  make 
on  board  the  Franklin  certain  sails  for  the  use  of  the  Canton,  and  they  were  made  of  the  thirty-six  bolts  of 
canvas  before  mentioned,  originally  purchased  from  the  captain  of  the  Canton,  and  afterwards,  on  his 
falling  in  want  of  them,  returned  to  him  and  fully  paid  for  by  him  to  the  purser  of  the  Franklin,  who 
passed  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  These  were  services  which  the  accused  always 
thought  himself  not  only  authorized  but  bound  to  render  to  his  countrymen  in  need  of  them,  and  which 
he  did  render,  and  was  always  willing  to  render,  to  other  American  vessels,  as  well  as  the  Canton,  when 
it  could  be  done  without  injury  to  the  service  or  loss  to  the  United  States.  The  work  done  was  always 
remunerated;  and  the  materials  used  replaced  or  paid  for. 

Ninetcciilh  >'prri/ii-alion.  The  accused  admits  that  this  specification  is  substantially  true.  The  Dol- 
phin was  ordcnd  to  proceed  from  Callao  to  Guayaquil,  to  give  protection  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter.  The  sails  made  on  board  the  Franklin  for  the  use  of  the  Canton,  as  mentioned  in 
the  answer  to  the  last  preceding  specification,  were  not  finished  when  the  Canton  sailed  for  Guayaquil, 
and  the  accused  took  the  opportunity  of  the  Dolphin  to  send  them  to  the  Canton.  He  also  sent  by  the 
same  opportunity  $50,000,  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  taken  in  at  Quilca  as  afore- 
said, and  belonging  to  the  house  of  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  which  Captain  O'Sullivan 
informed  him  he  wanted  at  Guayaquil.  He  also  sent  about  $100,000  belonging  to  Mr.  Lang.  The  sails 
and  the  $50,000  were  delivered  on  board  the  Canton,  and  the  $100,000  to  Mr.  Lang,  who  was  then  at 
Guayaquil. 

When  money  or  bullion  were  taken  on  deposit  or  for  transportation,  receipts  or  bills  of  lading  were 
given  for  them,  signed  by  the  commander  of  the  ship,  which  passed  in  those  seas  in  the  purchase  of 
produce  or  goods  as  so  much  cash,  it  being  the  most  convenient  and  safe  mode  of  carrying  funds  from 
place  to  place,  and  being  known  the  money  would  always  be  paid  on  presenting  them  to  the  ship.  Thus 
when  Captain  O'Sullivan  was  going  to  Guayaquil  for  his  cargo  of  cocoa,  he  took  with  him  bills  of  lading, 
the  same  spoken  of  by  Midshipman  Hopkinson,  for  his  specie  on  board  the  Franklin,  intending  to  pay  for 
his  cargo  with  them.  But,  for  some  reason,  he  found  at  Guayaquil  the  money  would  do  better,  and  there- 
fore it  was  that  $50,000  were  sent  to  him  in  the  Dolphin  by  Lieutenant  Conner,  who  brought  back  to 
Captain  Stewart  the  bills  of  lading  canceled,  as  well  as  those  of  Mr.  Lang. 

Specifications  tiventy,  twenty-one,  twenty-tivo,  twenty-three.  These  four  specifications  all  relate  to  the 
affair  of  Lieutenant  Weaver;  and  as  they  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much  speculation  and  misrepresen- 
tation, and  occupy  so  large  and  conspicuous  a  place  among  the  charges  now  preferred  against  the  accused, 
he  will  answer  them  with  some  care  and  attention,  though  with  precison  and  brevity.     The  charges  are: 

1.  That  he  permitted  Lieutenant  Weaver,  borne  on  the  books  of  the  Franklin,  to  absent  himself 
from  the  ship  and  from  her  duties,  during  the  entire  cruise,  from  September,  1821  until  August  1824, 
without  any  necessity  or  excuse  of  a  public  nature. 

2.  That  the  accused  approved  certain  muster  rolls,  by  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  Mr.  Weaver 
was  performing  his  duties  on  board  the  ship,  up  to  December  31,  1823,  when  the  accused  knew  he  was 
absent,  engaged  in  his  private  concerns. 

3.  That  the  accused  directed  the  purser  to  transmit  to  the  Navy  Department  false  and  erroneous 
transcripts  from  the  muster  rolls,  representing  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  absent  in  charge  of  public  stores  at 
Callao,  when  no  such  entry  was  ever  made  in  the  original  muster  roll,  and  the  accused  knew  said  Weaver 
was  not  at  Callao,  and  that  there  were  no  public  stores  there  he  could  be  in  charge  of 

4.  That  t!ie  accused  caused  the  purser  of  the  ship  to  enter  on  the  muster  roll,  on  or  about  the  16th 
November,  1824,  that  the  said  Weaver  was  absent  without  leave  from  1st  August,  1822,  when  the  accused 
had  approved  the  muster  roll  by  which  it  was  made  to  appear  said  Weaver  was  actually  on  board, 
up  to  31st  December,  1828. 

The  accused  will  answer  all  these  matters  by  a  simple  and  connected  narrative  of  all  the  facts,  in 
his  knowledge,  to  which  they  relate,  trusting  that  the  court  will  apply  it  to  the  several  parts,  as  shall  be 
just  and  requisite. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Franklin  would  sail  from  New  York  about  the  1st  of  September.  The 
situation  of  Mr.  Weaver's  family  made  it  desirable  for  him  not  to  sail  so  soon.  Accordingly,  on  the  1st 
September,  1821,  he  wrote  to  Captain  Stewart:  "Circumstances  of  a  personal  nature  render  it  extremely 
desirable  for  me  to  remain  a  short  time  longer  at  New  York,  and  to  have  permission  to  join  the  Franklin 
in  the  Pacific.  I  shall  proceed  in  the  ship  America,  bound  to  a  port  in  that  sea;  which  will  be  the  earli- 
est opportunity  from  this  |ilac('."  To  this  application,  the  accused,  on  the  5th  September,  replied:  "Agree- 
ably to  your  requi'st,  of  tlic  1st  instant,  you  are  hereby  permitted  to  remain  in  New  York,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  Pacific,  to  rojoiii  the  I'ranklin  there,  by  the  earliest  opportunity  which  may  suit  your  convenience." 
It  liappened  that,  from  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  having  been  found  unfit  for  service,  she  was 
detained  at  New  York  beyond  the  time  mentioned;  and,  in  the  meantime,  certain  stores,  for  the  use  ot 
the  Franklin,  were,  by  order  of  the  Department,  put  on  board  the  America.  This  produced  a  second 
order  from  the  accused  to  Lieutenant  Weaver,  dated  on  the  4th  October,  1821,  in  which  he  directs  him 
to  take  special  charge  of  the  stores ;  and,  on  his  arrival  at  the  port  of  anchorage,  to  have  them  stored 


1826.]     .  PROCEEDINGS    OF    C  0  U  RT  S- M  A  RT  I A  L  .  549 

and  preserved  until  the  arrival  of  the  sliip.  The  America,  with  Mr.  Weaver  and  the  stores,  arrived  at 
Callao;  the  stores  wen-  lamlcil  and  stored;  and,  after  waiting  some  time  at  Callao,  Mr.  Weaver,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  I'ranklin  llicrc,  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  never  afterwards  ix-joined  the  ship. 

The  twentieth  sprcilicalidn  charges  that  the  accused  permitted  Mr.  Weaver  to  absent  himself  during 
the  whole  cruise,  'i'lic  only  pci mission  given  is  now  before  the  court,  and  tlicy  will  easily  decide  whether 
it  is  of  the  nature  and  cxlcnt  alleged.  It  is  true,  Mr.  Weaver  has  contended,  in  another  place,  that  such 
was  the  construction  ho  jjut  npim  his  order;  and  that  by  it  he  was  only  to  rejoin  the  ship,  when  lie  should 
find  it  convenient.  Even  on  this  construction,  one  cannot  see  how  ho  was  justified  in  never  joining  her 
at  all.  But  how  can  this  construction  be  maintained?  In  the  first  place,  can  any  one  imagine  that  the 
grant  was  intended  to  be  larger  than  the  request;  that  the  indulgence  was  to  surpass  the  desires  of  the 
person  to  be  obliged?  In  Mr.  W^eaver's  letter  he  only  asks  to  be  permitted  "  to  remain  a  short  time  longer 
in  New  York,"  and  "  to  have  permission  to  join  the  Franklin  in  the  Pacific."  That  is,  that  he  should  not 
be  required  to  sail  in  the  ship,  but  might  go  out  by  some  other  conveyance,  and  join  the  ship  in  the 
Pacific.  Was  he,  then,  not  only  to  go  out  in  another  vessel,  but,  on  his  arrival  there,  was  he  to  join  the 
f^ranklin  or  not,  according  to  what  he  might  consider  his  convenience?  Was  he,  instead  of  waiting  the 
coming  of  the  Franklin,  and  then  to  rejoin  her,  to  land  her  stores,  and  return,  about  his  private  concerns 
or  for  his  own  pleasure,  to  the  United  States,  and  never  seek  or  see  his  ship  more?  But  the  order  of  the 
accused  on  this  subject  is  clear  and  decisive:  "Agreeably  to  the  request"  of  Mr.  Weaver,  and  what  that 
was  we  have  seen,  he  is  permitted  to  remain  in  New  York,  and  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific,  to  "  rejoin  the 
Franklin  there,  by  the  earliest  opportunity  which  may  suit  your  convenience."  That  is,  most  obviously, 
that  he  is  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific  by  the  earliest  opportunity  which  should  suit  his  convenience,  and  to 
rejoin  the  Franklin  on  his  arrival  there.  His  convenience  is  consulted  as  to  the  mode  and  time  of  his 
conveyance  to  the  Paeitie;  Imt  his  orders  are  positive,  to  rejoin  the  ship  on  his  arrival  there.  The  order 
admits  of  no  other  granuiuitical  or  reasonable  construction.  The  twentieth  specification  is  thus  wholly 
disproved;  and  it  is  clisir  that  liie  accused  did  not  permit  Mr.  Weaver  to  "absent  himself  from  the  ship 
during  the  entire  cruise,"  and  when  he  did  so,  it  was  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  without  the  leave  or 
permission  of  the  accused. 

The  twenty-first  specification  charges  that  the  accused  approved  a  certain  muster  roll  of  the  31st 
December,  1823,  by  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  on  board  the  ship,  performing 
his  duties,  when  the  accused  knew  he  was  absent.  It  is  true  the  accused  did  sign  the  muster  roll  alluded 
to,  and  that  he  did  then  know  Mr.  Weaver  was  absent. 

The  twenty-second  specification  charges  that  the  accused  caused  the  purser  to  return  to  the  Navy 
Department  false  and  erroneous  transcripts  of  the  muster  rolls,  representing  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  iu 
charge  of  stores  at  Callao,  when  the  accused  knew  Weaver  was  not  at  Callao,  and  there  were  no  stores 
there  to  be  in  his  charge. 

These  two  specifications  will  be  answered  and  explained  together. 

It  has  been  seen  that  Lieutenant  Weaver  had  received  leave  of  absence  at  New  York;  that  ho  had 
been  put  in  charge  of  stores,  with  which  he  was  to  rejoin  the  ship  in  the  Pacific.  The  first  muster  roll 
returned  after  the  sailing  of  the  ship  was  sent  by  the  pilot,  and  is  dated  "  Oft'  Sandy  Hook,  October  10, 
1821."  In  this  the  remark  opposite  to  the  name  of  Mr.  Weaver  is  "  absent  on  leave,  to  join  at  Valparaiso, 
in  charge  of  stores;"  of  this  entry  the  words  "  in  charge  of  stores"  were  made  by  the  accused  in  his  own 
handwriting,  the  rest  is  the  writing  of  the  purser  or  his  clerk.  The  Franklin  and  the  America  mot  at 
Valparaiso  in  February,  1822,  when  the  accused  ordered  Mr.  Weaver  to  proceed  to  Callao  with  the  stores, 
and  accordingly,  in  the  next  muster  roll  made  up  and  transmitted  to  the  government,  i.i  March  following, 
Mr.  Weaver  is  returned  as  "absent  on  leave,  in  charge  of  stores  at  Callao." 

The  third  muster  roll  made  up  and  returned  to  the  government  bears  date  on  the  3i".t  October,  1822. 
Now  let  it  be  observed,  as  a  circumstance  decisive  of  all  the  doubt  and  difficulty  that  has  arisen  on  this 
subject,  that  the  accused  arrived  at  Callao  on  the  1st  of  August,  1822,  and  then  learnt  that  Mr. 
Weaver  had  been  there,  had  landed  the  stores  put  under  his  charge,  and  had  returned  to  the  United 
States.  We  shall  now  see  what  was  the  understanding  of  the  accused  of  the  permission  he  had  given 
Mr.  Weaver,  and  whether  he  was  disposed  to  indulge  him  with  a  violation  of  his  order,  or  an  extension 
of  his  permission  at  his  own  will  and  pleasure,  and  above  all,  whether  he  intended  or  desired  that  the 
government  should  be  misinformed  or  deceived  about  the  true  situation  of  Mr.  Weaver.  This  muster  roll 
was  brought  by  the  purser  to  the  accused  with  this  remark  annexed  to  the  name  of  Mr.  Weaver  "  on 
leave  of  absence,"  to  which  the  accused  added  at  the  time,  in  his  own  handwriting,  "in  charge  of  stores  to 
1st  August,  1822."  This  roll  was  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Department  by  the  brig  "Dick,"  but  with  some 
others  has  not  been  found  in  the  Department;  it  fully  apprised  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  fact  about  Mr. 
Weaver,  that  his  leave  of  absence  from  the  accused  extended  no  farther  than  to  1st  August,  1822,  leaving 
it  to  the  Department  to  take  such  course  with  Mr.  Weaver  as  they  should  think  proper.  It  was  neither 
necessary  nor  proper  that  the  accused  should  strike  him  ofi'  the  books;  it  was  enough  for  him  to  put  his  case 
in  possession  of  the  government  to  do  as  they  should  please  with  it,  and  his  remaining  on  the  books  could 
not  make  his  case  better  or  worse,  could  give  him  no  rights  or  claim  upon  the  government  if,  by  abandon- 
ing his  dutj^  he  had  forfeited  them,  or  made  himself  in  any  other  way  amenable  to  reprehension  or  pun- 
ishment. His  duty  was  to  join  the  ship  on  her  arrival  at  Callao,  and  he  was  in  the  breach  of  that  duty 
from  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  that  port,  which  was  on  the  1st  of  August,  1822;  from  that  time  the 
accused  considered  him  a  delinquent  and  so  informed  the  government,  and  here  his  duty  was  fulfilled  and 
ended. 

But  the  difficulty  and  confusion  of  this  part  of  the  case  arises  from  the  muster  roll  i-eturned  31st 
December,  1823,  in  which  it  is  said  to  be  entered  that  Lieutenant  Weaver  was  absent  then  in  charge  of 
stores  at  Callao.  This  entry  or  remark  is  made  by  the  purser,  and  not  as  the  former  one,  by  Captain 
Stewart  himself.  It  is  alleged  by  the  accused,  and  he  trusts  it  will  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court,  to  have  been  made  by  a  mistake  or  misapprehension,  by  the  purser,  of  the  directions  given  to  him 
by  the  accused,  simply  in  nmittiuu'  the  date  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  remark  or  entry.  At  a  time  when 
the  accused  was  in  some  haste,  ln'  was  asked  by  the  purser  what  entry  should  be  made  for  Mr.  Weaver, 
when  the  accused  replied,  "ent?r  him  as  absent  on  leave,  in  charge  of  stores  at  Callao,  to  the  1st  August, 
1822,"  adding  that  he  knew  him  officially,  or  as  an  officer  of  the  ship,  only  to  that  period,  and,  if  he  had 
returned  to  the  United  States,  it  was  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  he  must  answer  to  the  government 
for  his  conduct. 

The  muster  roll  was  signed  by  the  accused  on  the  natural  but  incautious  presumption  that  the  entry 
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would  be  made  as  directed,  without  examining  it  for  himself.  It  is  absolutely  incredible,  unless  on  the 
supposition  of  insanity,  that  the  accused,  in  December,  1823,  should  designedly  make  a  return  to  his 
p,-overnmeat  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  then  on  leave  of  absence  at  Callao,  in  charge  of  stores,  when  in  Octo- 
ber, 1822,  he  had  returned  to  the  same  Department  that  said  leave  extended  only  to  the  1st  August,  1822 
when  he  knew  that  the  stores  were  no  longer  at  Oallao,  but  had  been  taken  on  board  the  Franklin  and 
were,  in  fact,  in  whole  or  in  part  consumed;  and  when  he  knew  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  in  the  United  States 
by  his  personal  presence  to  give  to  the  government  a  direct  and  decisive  contradiction  to  such  a  return. 
Surely  the  accused  must  be  acquitted  of  such  preposterous,  useless  absurdity,  which  could  deceive 
nobody;  and,  if  it  did,  could  answer  no  possible  object  for  his  benefit  or  that  of  anybody. 

Finally,  who  can,  under  all  these  circumstances,  say  that  the  accused  did  knowingly  make  or  sign  a 
false  muster  roll;  or  execute,  attempt,  or  countenance,  any  fraud  against  the  United  States,  within  the 
true  spirit  and  meaning  of  tlie  18th  article  of  the  navy  regulations?  Some  misunderstanding  between 
the  commander  and  the  purser,  some  error  or  for^-ctfalueRs,  luis  brought  confusion  into  the  transaction- 
but  as  to  the  willful  and  drsi-u.Ml  Ihlsrhond  ami  IVaud  rnuti'mplatod  in  the  article,  it  is  impossible  ti! 
imagine  them.  A\'licu  \\v  ;.i,^-iuMl  tlic  iimster  roll  he  l.ieiicviMl  it  returned  the  true  state  of  Mr.  Weaver's 
case,  and  therefore  he  did  nut  knowingly  sign  a  false  one.  It  is  to  prove  for  such  errors  that  the  word 
"knowingly"  is  introduced  in  the  article. 

The  23d  specification,  and  the  last  on  this  subject,  charges  that,  in  November,  1824,  the  accu.^ed 
caused  the  purser  of  the  ship  to  enter  on  the  muster  roll  that  Mr.  Weaver  was  absent  from  the  ship, 
without  leave,  from  1st  of  August,  1822,  whereas  the  accused  had  approved  the  muster  roll,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  he  was  actually  on  board  to  31st  December,  1823. 

We  have  already  shown  that  the  leave  of  absence  given  to  Mr.  Weaver  actually  expired  on  the  1st 
of  August,  1822,  and  shown  how  the  mistake  occurred  which  represented  him  as  in  the  service  to  the 
31st  December,  1823,  a  mistake  certainly  of  the  purser,  and  not  of  Captain  Stewart;  and  the  entry  made 
on  the  16th  November,  1824,  being  according  to  the  truth  of  the  fact,  to  wit,  that  he  was  absent  from 
the  1st  August,  1822,  without  leave,  was  an  injury  to  nobody,  and  cannot  be  a  just  ground  of  complaint. 
If  the  leave  of  absence  did  expire  at  the  time  mentioned,  what  ground  of  censure  does  it  afford  that  it 
was  so  stated  in  the  final  muster  roll  of  the  ship,  whatever  might  have  been  said  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
in  December,  1823?  Bui  there  is  an  error  in  this  specification  in  not  distinguishing  between  the  muster 
rolls  and  the  muster  books,  or  roll  kept  for  the  ship.  The  former  are  made  up  and  signed  by  the  captain, 
from  time  to  time,  as  opportunities  offer  for  transmitting  them  to  the  government;  the  latter  is  the  record 
of  the  purser,  kept  by  him,  seldom  if  ever  seen  by  the  captain  imtil  the  end  of  the  cruise,  and  the  entries 
made  in  which  are  not  directed  or  examined  by  the  captain.  It  is  true  the  muster  book  and  the  muster 
rolls  ought  generally  to  correspond  with  each  other,  as  the  latter  should  be  a  transcript  of  the  former. 
The  captain,  during  the  cruise,  sees  only  the  rolls  prepared  to  be  transmitted  home,  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  cruise,  the  purser's  book.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  purser  to  see  that  they  correspond.  If  they  do  not, 
it  is  his  error  and  not  ours.  In  this  case,  the  purser,  with  his  own  hand,  had  recorded  Mr.  Weaver  as 
"  absent  on  leave,"  in  his  roll  of  March,  1823;  and  afterwards,  in  December,  1823,  he  represents  him  as 
on  duty  in  the  ship,  although  he  knew  he  had  not  returned  to  her.  Is  not  this,  obviously,  an  unintentional 
error,  and  the  error  of  the  purser,  not  of  the  captain? 

The  accused,  then,  when  he  corrected  the  first  muster  roll  signed  after  he  had  found  Mr.  Weaver 
had  left  the  ship,  might  well  suppose  the  purser  had  made  the  entry  in  the  book  to  correspond  with  it, 
especially  as  he  had  in  substance  repeated  the  same  thing  to  the  purser  on  the  olst  December,  1823.  The 
muster  book  is  not  brought  to  the  captain  for  his  signature  until  the  conclusion  of  the  cruise.  In  the 
present  case,  this  book  was  presented  by  the  purser  to  the  accused  for  his  approbation  and  signature  at 
the  time  mentioned;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  could  he  know  that  the  proper  entry  had  not  been  made 
of  Mr.  Weaver's  absence,  and  therefore  required  it  to  be  done  before  he  would  give  his  approval  to  the 
book;  and  if  he  had  discovered  any  other  error  or  omission  in  the  book,  it  is  presumed  he  would  have 
withheld  his  signature  until  it  was  corrected,  and  made  to  appear  according  to  the  truth  and  fact  of  the 
case.  The  entry  in  question  is  according  to  the  truth  of  the  case  as  it  actually  occurred,  and  as  it  had 
been  actually  stated  on  the  muster  roll  of  October,  1822,  and  transmitted  to  the  government.  It  was 
made  at  the  proper  time,  to  wit,  when  the  book  was  presented  to  the  accused  for  approval;  and  no 
injustice  or  injury  has  been  done  to  anybody  by  the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  was  done. 

Twenty-fourth  specification.  This  specification  charges  that  the  accused  permitted  the  purser  of  the 
Franklin,  at  the  port  of  Arica,  in  June,  1822,  to  send  on  shore,  for  sale,  large  quantities  of  clothing  and 
other  articles  bmuglit  on  board  for  the  use  of  the  officers;  and,  by  this  means,  wh(;n  these  articles  were 
wanted  for  the  olliccrs  they  could  not  be  procured  from  the  purser. 

The  clothing  allmled  to  was  the  private  property  of  the  purser,  taken  on  board  by  him  at  New  York 
to  he  sold  to  the  ollJoeis  of  the  ship,  and  for  their  use  and  accommodation;  witiiout  any,  the  most  distant 
expectation  or  design  of  using  them  for  any  other  purpose,  or  selling-  tliciii  to  any  other  jtcrsmis.  Of 
course,  in  taking  these  articles  on  board,  there  was  no  infraction  of  the  regulalioii  which  forbids  the 
commander  of  a  vessel  to  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received,  on  board  of  his  vessel,  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandise, other  than  for  the  sole  use  of  his  vessel.  The  snbseciuent  disposition  of  a  part  of  these  articles 
took  place  in  a  manner  and  for  reasons  which  will  be  brieliy  ilelaih'd. 

The  unfortunate  loss  of  seven  or  eight  of  the  olliccrs  ol'  the  ship,  by  tlio  upsetting  of  a  boat  at 
Quintarc,  will  long  be  remembered  and  lamented.  A  further  diminutioa  of  the  ollieers  of  the  Franklin 
was  made  by  the  return  of  a  number  to  the  United  States  in  the  Coiisteliatioii.  The  consumers  or  cus- 
tomers for  the  clothing  taken  on  board  by  the  purser,  were  thus  eonsideiaMv  redueed;  and  the  extrava- 
gant prices  reiinired  at  the  pni'ts  in  the  Pacific  for  washing,  imineeil  the  olUelas  lo  preler  articles  that  did 
not  rail  loi-  that  opeiMtioii  so  livi|uently  as  white  drilliii;^'  panlaloons  ami  niai-seilles  vests.  Under  these 
circunislanees  the  purser  fouml  himself  in  possession  of  a  mueli  larger  stock  of  tliese  articles  than  he  was 
likely  to  sell  on  board  the  ship.  In  a  conversation  between  the  purser  and  ('apt.  O'Sullivan,  of  the  Can- 
ton, this  subject  was  adverted  to,  and  Capt.  O'Sullivan  offered  to  take  such  arliclcs  as  were  considered 
surplus,  on  board  his  ship  and  endeavor  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  purser,  to  persons  Irom  time  to  time 
coming  on  board  the  Canton.  They  were  accordingly  sent  thi'i-e,  consisting  of  some  fine  shirts,  black 
silk  vests,  drilling  pantaloons,  and  marseilles  vests.  Alter  tlii-,  ( 'apt.  ( rSullivan,  alarmed  at  the  approach 
of  the  Belgrano,  and  fearing  to  be  plundered  by  her,  sent  tijese  articles  on  shore  with  some  of  his  own, 
where  they  were  thrown  into  the  custom  house;  part  of  them  were  afterward  stolen  from  thence,  by  some 
soldiers,  and  the  remainder  sold.     Upon  the  whole,  the  purser  never  received,  by  several  hundred  dollars, 
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as  much  for  tlicm  as  tlicy  had  cost  him  in  New  York.  It  was  all  fine  clothing,  suitable  only  for  the  offi- 
cers, and  instead  of  the  officers  suffering  any  inconvenience  for  the  want  of  these  articles,  many  were 
brought  home  in  the  sliip;  there  being  still  a  surplus  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  black  silk  vests, 
of  which  more  were  aftcrwanls  wanted  than  wri-e  on  hand.  It  is  necessary  oidy  to  add  that  the  permis- 
sion of  the  accused  ^vcnt  no  larthcr  Ihiiu  to  allow  the  ai-ti<lcs  to  be  taken  on  Ixiard  tln'  Canton;  all  that 
was  subsequenlly  done  willi  lliciii  was  witlidiit  any  iiaiticipation,  permission,  or  kiiMwlcdi^-e  on  his  part. 

Twenty-Jiftli  and  ttrciili/si.rlJi  >jirri/ii(illuns.  The  accused  has  no  knowledge  of  llie  matters  alluded  to 
in  these  specifications,  nor  can  he  (•v<'n  conjecture  to  what  transactions  they  refer;  and  he  certa'nly  does 
not  hold  himself  responsible  fur  wmims  nr  irregularties  of  this  description,  committed  on  board  his  ship 
by  persons  unknown  to  him,  and  of  which  he  has  no  knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge.  That  he  neither 
caused,  nor  permitted  such  things  to  be  done,  he  avers  most  explicitly. 

As  to  the  beggarly  account  given  by  the  gunner,  of  some  musket  cartridges  and  match  rope  sent  to 
the  Canton,  under  an  expectation  that  they  would  be  replaced  by  others,  the  accused  heard  of  them  here 
for  the  first  time.  They  were  not  entered,  as  the  specification  alleges,  "as  expended  for  the  Franklin  in 
the  regular  cimrsr  of  public  service;"  and  if  they  were,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  neither  sent 
them,  or  <  uuscd  them  to  be  sent. 

Twenty-^evenlh  spci-ificafion.  This  specification  charges  the  accused  with  causing  or  permitting  a 
number  of  hoops  and  other  materials  Ix'longing  to  the  government  to  be  used;  and  the  crew  of  the 
Franklin  to  be  occupied  in  making  kegs  to  hold  specie,  and  not  accounting  to  the  government  for  the 
money  received  on  account  of  the  said  kegs. 

As  to  the  money  paid  for  the  work  of  the  crew,  in  making  those  kegs,  it  is  presumed  it  belonged  to 
those  of  the  crew  by  whom  the  work  was  done,  and  no  account  of  it  to  the  government  was  required.  Of 
the  materials,  consisting  of  some  iron  hoops  and  the  staves  of  broken  up  beef  barrels,  an  account  will  be 
given  with  as  much  seriousness  as  such  a  charge  will  admit  of.  The  facts,  as  far  as  they  are  known  to 
the  accused,  are  these:  a  number  of  barrels  or  kegs,  amounting  to  about  30  or  35,  were  made  up,  to  put 
the  specie  in  on  board  the  vessel,  with  the  cast-off  staves  of  barrels  that  had  cuniaiiied  beef  lor  the  ship, 
and  had  been  broken  up  and  cast  aside,  as  the  beef  was  consumed.  AVhetlier  iliey  would  liave  been  thrown 
overboard,  or  used  for  fuel,  if  they  had  not  been  made  into  kegs  for  the  specie,  eauimi  now  be  settled. 
The  iron  hoops  for  those  kegs  did  belong  to  the  government,  as  asserted  in  the  s|ieeiiii-atioii,  and  the  only 
question  is  whether  thej' have  been  accounted  for.  On  the  first  o|ipoi(uiiiiy  that  (neuned,  other  iron 
hoops,  greater,  it  is  believed,  in  number,  were  purchased  from  what  is  ealkd  the  slush  liuid,  ami  restored 
to  the  siiip,  to  replace  those  taken  as  aforesaid;  and  this  slush  fund  was  reimbursed  this  advance  by  the 
money  received  from  the  owners  of  the  specie  which  was  placed  in  the  kegs.  It  has  so  happened  that 
many  of  these  kegs  were  not  afterwards  used  for  the  specie,  being  found  of  insufficient  strengtli,  and  they 
remained  with  the  Franklin,  and  were  used  for  water  casks  for  the  boats,  &c.  Thus,  it  is  clear  that  by  this 
operation  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  a  gainer  by  some  dozen  or  two  of  iron  hoops;  having 
first  received  back  as  many,  or  more,  as  had  been  taken,  and  afterwards  got  some  of  her  own  again, 
round  the  kegs  not  used  for  specie.  We  will  not  charge  the  government  with  never  having  accounted 
for  these  hoops.  After  all,  these  are  small  matters  to  occupy  the  time  and  grave  attention  of  such  a  court 
as  this.  Thirteen  post  captains,  the  foremost  men  in  the  country,  called  from  their  stations  and  homes 
to  inquire  into  the  loss  of  a  few  old  staves  and  iron  hoops!  The  commander  of  a  secenty-four  brought  up 
like  a  petty  pilferer  to  answer  such  a  charge!  The  accounts  of  a  slush  fund  to  be  audited  by  such  a 
board!     Was  a  slush  fund  ever  so  honored  before? 

Twenty-eighth  specification.  Of  this  specification,  and  the  several  matters  alluded  to  in  it,  the  accused 
has  no  knowledge.  Certainly  he  never  sent,  or  caused  or  permitted  to  be  sent,  on  board  the  Canton  any 
of  the  articles  mentioned  belonging  to  the  government,  to  the  injury  or  loss  of  the  government.  What- 
ever was  done  of  this  description,  with  his  permission,  has  been  already  explained;  and  the  articles  were 
either  paid  for  or  returned. 

Twenty-ninth  specification.  The  accused  gives  the  same  denial  of  any  permission  or  knowledge  of  the 
facts  charged  in  this  specifi^-ation,  with  the  exception  of  a  saw  which  he  permitted  Captain  Smith  to  have 
from  the  Franklin,  at  i^uilea,  on  a  iir<iinise  to  procure  another  to  replace  it,  at  Valparaiso;  at  which  place 
Captain  Suiitli  iMideavored  to  oluaiu  one,  Imt  it  was  not  to  be  had,  and  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  return  (jf  the  ship  to  New  York,  when  and  where  he  purchased  another  saw  and  delivered 
it  to  the  Franklin.     The  United  States  have  thus  most  happily  got  a  new  saw  for  an  old  one. 

CHARGE     II. 

Specifications  one,  two,  threc^four,  and  five  of  this  charge  are  Imt  repetitions  of  those  made  under  the 
first  charge,  and  which  have  been  already  fully  explained  and  rejilied  to  in  the  answers  to  those  specifi- 
cations. Tlie  accused  begs  leave  to  refer  to  those  answers,  and  that  they  may  be  applied  as  shall  be 
suitabl(>  to  these  speeiliealions  of  tile  second  charge. 

,Sjii-iijir,ifi,,ii  .^rfih.  '['\if  sixth  specilicatiou  introduces  new  matter,  and  requires  a  distinct  reply. 
Although  in  tue  iie-'inning  it  broadly  charges  the  accused  with  receivin,e-  on  board  the  Frardclin,  and  other 
vessels  under  his  comniand,  at  various  times,  without  the  jtn'isdietioii  of  the  goveriniient  of  Peru,  certain 
persons,  obnoxious  to  caiiture  and  punishment,  spies  anil  olliceis  of  the  royalist  aiiiiy ;  and  \vi\\[  protecting 
these  persons,  spies  and  ollicers,  from  seizure  and  )iuuishiiient ;  yet  it  is  at  lasi  narrowed  down  to  the 
case  of  an  individual  by  the  mime  of  Madrid,  -who  is  alleged  to  be  an  ollicer  in  the  royalist  army;  a  spy 
in  Lima;  and  the  director,  or  late  director,  of  the  mint.  It  is  now  undiustoo.l  that  the  director  of  the 
mint  was  not  Madrid,  but  another  person  received  and  protected  on  board  the  Franklin. 

None  of  the  various  charges  against  the  accused  have  been  so  much  misrepresented  and  misunder- 
stood as  this.  It  has  been  the  theme  of  every  foul  tongue  and  fouler  press  in  the  country.  Bribery  and 
corruption  have  been  assigned  as  the  motive  of  the  act;  and  disastrous  misfortunes  to  the  patriots  of 
South  America  as  its  consequences.  The  public  ear  has  been  abused  with  a  grossness  of  falsehood 
almost  without  precedent.  We  reply  not  to  these  calumnies.  They  are  foul  vapors  that  can  never  rise 
to  the  elevation  of  this  court,  and  can  do  us  no  prejudice  here. 

The  history  of  the  man  called  Madrid,  as  far  as  the  accused  has  been  able  to  obtain  it,  is  this:  He 
was  at  liio  Janiero  with  the  iutentiou  of  goin.i;-  from  thence  to  Spain.  A  Spanish  lady  there,  the  Countess 
of  Villchermosa.  was  desirous  of  .u'oiiig  to  Arequipa,  where  her  son  and  friends  resided,  and  Madrid  was 
hiduced  by  her  to  accompany  her  on  her  voyage  for  her  jjrotcction  and  as  her  attendant.  They  sailed 
from  Rio  Janeiro  in  an  Italian  vessel  for  Arica,  from  whence  they  were  to  go  to  Arequipa  by  land.     The 


552  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  283. 

Italian  vessel  arrived  at  Arica,  and  was  immediately  there  captured  and  taken  to  Callao  by  a  patriot 
brig;  Madrid  never  having  been  on  shore  at  Arica,  or  any  of  the  Intermedios,  or  had  any  communication 
with  tl  e  government,  or  any  of  its  officers,  for  whom  it  is  alleged  lie  was  acting  as  a  spy,  and  being 
taken  f(  rcibly  as  a  prisoner  to  Callao  by  the  patriots. 

The  Franklin  was  then  at  Callao;  the  lady  having  obtained  a  passport  from  San  Martin,  landed  there 
and  proceeded  to  Arequipa  by  land,  but  the  Spaniard,  her  attendant,  was  afraid  to  expose  himself  to  the 
danger  of  attempting  the  journey  with  her,  having  no  passport;  being  of  old  Spain,  and  probably  a 
royalist,  however  innocent  his  views,  his  person  would  have  been  in  danger.  The  lady,  in  whose  service 
he  had  fallen  into  these  misfortunes,  felt  herself  strongly  bound  to  afford  him  all  the  relief  in  her  power, 
and  accordingly  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  the  wife  of  the  accused,  then  on  board  the  Franklin,  beg- 
ging her  to  give  this  man  a  passage  to  Quiica,  that  he  might  join  her  at  Arequipa.  This  letter  was 
brought  to  the  Franklin  by  the  man  himself,  just  as  the  ship  was  getting  under  way,  and  the  boat  that 
brought  him  left  him  there  as  soon  as  he  was  put  on  board.  Mrs.  Stewart  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of 
her  friend,  the  lady  with  whom  she  had  made  acquaintance  at  Lima;  enforced  by  the  earnest  entreaties 
of  the  man  himself,  in  whose  appearance  there  was  nothing  to  excite  the  least  suspicion  that  he  could  be 
of  any  importance,  or  that  giving  him  the  passage  would  do  wrong  or  injury  to  anybody.  Still,  as  it 
was  a  fault  committed  against  the  regulations  and  discipline  of  the  ship,  and  believing  nobody  had  the 
least  interest  in  it  but  herself,  she  was  unwilling  it  should  be  known  to  the  accused.  She  put  this  man 
into  the  pantry  under  the  care  of  the  steward,  directing  him  to  give  him  food.  He  was  so  destitute  of 
clothing,  that  the  steward,  from  mere  charity,  gave  him  a  shirt  and  cravat,  a  roundabout  coat  and  a  pair 
of  trowsers,  all  of  his  own  property.  On  the  other  hand,  this  poor  creature  assisted  the  steward  in  his 
work,  by  cleaning  knives  and  candlesticks,  and  in  every  way  he  could  make  himself  useful.  A  boat  was 
obtained  from  another  vessel,  into  which  boat  Madrid  was  taken  though  one  of  the  port-holes  of  the 
Franklin,  and  put  on  shore,  having,  however,  remained  on  board  seven  or  eight  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  ship  at  Quiica;  which  he  would  hardly  have  done,  if  he  had  been  a  spy,  returning  from  the  execution 
of  his  mission,  or  had  any  interesting  intelligence  to  communicate  to  the  royalists.  Some  time  after,  he 
was  seen  at  Arequipa  in  the  same  dress  and  miserable  appearance  as  when  he  left  the  Franklin;  and  if 
he  was  indeed  the  great  character  he  is  now  represented,  he  had  a  singular  way  of  showing  it. 

Such  is  all  the  information  the  accused  has  been  able  to  obtain  of  this  affair.  He  most  solemnlj' 
assures  the  court,  and  he  will  prove  it,  as  far  as  a  negative  proposition  is  capable  of  proof,  that  he  was 
as  utterly  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  whole  transaction  as  any  member  of  this  court,  and  that  it  was 
nearly  twelve  months  after  it  took  place,  it  was  first  communicated  to  him.  He  immediately  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Navy  Department,  stating  the  thing  as  he  had  heard  it,  and  the  very  writing  this  letter, 
and  the  expressions  of  surprise  and  indignation  contained  in  it,  afford  strong,  if  not  irresistible  evidence 
of  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  his  statement  and  feelings  on  the  occasion. 

In  this  letter,  we  see  the  pride  of  feelings  of  the  husband,  whatever  the  struggle  may  have  been, 
overthrown  by  the  duty  of  the  officer;  and  the  indiscretion  of  his  wife  exposed  rather  than  that  his  honor 
should  be  impeached  by  the  concealment  of  a  transaction  from  the  government  which  it  was  his  duty  to 
communicate. 

The  first  information  this  government  had  of  it,  as  far  as  we  know,  was  from  the  accused.  The  man 
remained  on  board  the  Franklin  eight  or  ten  days  after  her  arrival  at  Quiica,  being  under  no  such  haste 
to  quit  her,  as  it  is  presumed  a  spy  or  officer  of  high  rank  would  have  been;  nor  is  it  known  or  believed  that 
while  at  Callao  he  either  had  or  sought  any  means  of  obtaining  information  to  be  used  for  either  of  the 
parties  in  the  war;  nor  has  it  ever  been  heard  or  understood  that  he  ever  gave  to  cither  party  any  infor- 
mation or  any  subject  or  matter  connected  with  the  war  or  its  operations.  And  here  is  the  whole  foun- 
dation of  the  vast  fabrick  of  fraud  and  corruption,  of  ihe  abandonment  of  duty,  and  the  violation  of 
belligerent  rights,  which  has  been  so  long  the  object  of  wonder  and  indignation !  Does  not  the  bosom  of  every 
soldier,  of  every  gentleman,  receive  a  shock,  to  find  the  too  ardent,  if  you  please,  the  indiscreet,  humanity 
of  a  lady,  assume  the  shape  and  character  of  a  criminal  charge  against  her  husband?  Is  her  humanity  to 
become  his  dishonor?  her  sensibility  his  disgrace?  When  the  facts  are  disclusfd,  the  most  active  malice  can 
discover  no  mischievous  design;  no  sordid  or  corrupt  motive,  no  intcntidii  nf  w  roiig  or  injury  to  anybody. 
It  was  truly  an  "unbought  grace."  So  far  as  the  innocence  of  the  act  dc  |niiils  u|Min  motive  and  intention, 
it  was  innocent;  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  absence  of  any  selfish,  interested  or  unworthy  object,  it 
was  innocent;  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  injurious  consequences,  it  was  innocent.  It  was  one  of  those 
technical  errors  which  the  law  may  condemn  in  those  who  were  concerned  in  it,  but  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  the  accused;  who  was  ignorant  of  it;  and  which;  under  all  its  circumstances,  tlic  best  heart  will  feel 
most  disposed  to  excuse,  if  not  to  applaud.  It  was  an  ofience  against  the  discipline  nt  tlie  ship  to  take 
anybody  on  board,  without  the  knowledge  of  her  commander;  but  it  had  no  possible  i-efereiice,  either  in 
intention  or  fact,  to  belligerent  rights  or  neutral  duties.  It  may  have  snatched  one  miserable  victim 
from  a  cruel  and  useless  death,  by  an  unlicensed  soldiery  or  infuriated  mob,  who,  in  times  of  civil  conflict, 
seize  on  any  pretence  to  persecute  and  destroy. 

Specification  fieventh.  The  accused  has  not  the  least  knowledge,  nor  can  he  even  conjecture  to  what 
transactions  this  specification  refers;  and  he  can,  therefore,  give  it  no  more  than  an  absolute  and  explicit 
denial. 

CHARGE     III. 

Specification  first,  under  this  charge,  relates  to  the  affair  oi  Lieutenant  Weaver,  to  which  the 
accused  has  already  given  his  full  answer. 

Specification  second,  charges  that  whereas  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Sawyer  did  exhibit  certain  charges  and 
specifications  against  Lieutenant  Conner,  yet  the  accused  neglected  or  omitted  to  notice  them.  The  35th 
article  of  navy  regulations  declares  that  "  general  courts-martial  may  be  convened  as  often  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  fleet,  or 
commander  of  a  squadron,  while  acting  out  of  the  United  States,  shall  deem  it  necessary."  The  pro- 
priety, then,  of  calling  a  court  on  charges  exhibited,  is  properly  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  President, 
the  Secretary  or  the  eonnnander,  ;is  the  rase  may  be;  and  it  is  believed  to  be  now,  for  the  first  time,  pre- 
tended that  if,  in  tl xeieis,.  of  ihis   discretion,  the  commander  should   determine  not  to  call  a  court  on 

charges  exhibited  to  him,  he  would  hini.sell',  by  the  refusal,  become  liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  a 
court-martial  himself.  If  courts  are  to  be  called  upon  every  complaint  made  in  a  ship-of-war,  the  oflBcers 
will  have  little  else  to  do  but  to  try  one  another.     If,   indeed,  the  court  is  refused,  from  any  corrupt 
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motive,  the  commander,  in  like  maimer  with  any  other  judicial  officer,  may  h<-  amenable  for  his  conduct. 
This  specification  charges  no  such  motive,  but  is  placed  on  the  simple  f'iM,(iiio-  ,,|-  ;iii  exhibition  of  charges 
against  an  officer  on  board  the  Franklin,  and  the  omission  of  the  accused  in  li;i\c  them  inquired  into;  for 
which  he  will  show  satisfactory  reasons,  if  required,  although  it  is  presmni'd  none  can  be  necessary. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  will,  hereafter,  be  liable  to  the  same 
accusation,  if  it  is  to  be  established  that  the  refusal  of  a  court-martial,  when  charges  are  exhibited  by 
anybody  and  under  any  circumstances,  shall  be  deemed  an  ofl'ence;  and  the  discretion,  apparently  given 
to  these  high  officers  to  decide  when  the  court  shall  be  granted  and  when  denied,  is  a  mere  mockery 
and  trap. 

Specification  third.  To  this  specification  the  accused  answers,  that  his  ship  and  his  guns  were  always 
in  a  proper  state  for  aetion,  and  his  men  as  regularly  and  properly  exercised  at  quarters  as  circumstances 
required  and  would  admit.  He  presumes  these  matters  were  intrusted  to  his  discretion  and  judgment, 
which  lie  cxeri-ised  with  fidelity  and  his  best  ability. 

He  hopes  ht^  may  appeal,  with  no  unbecoming  pride,  to  his  past  conduct  and  experience,  to  prove 
that  an  enemy  always  found  his  guns  in  a  proper  state  for  action,  and  himself  willing  and  able  to  use 
them  to  maintain  the  honor  of  his  flag. 

CHARGE    IV. 

specification  first.  The  proceedings  of  the  accused,  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Sands,  were  necessary 
to  the  peace  and  order  of  the  ship,  which  the  accused  was  bound  to  preserve  by  the  use  of  the  authority 
given  him  for  this  purpose.  The  persevering  and  refractory  obstinacy  of  Mr.  Sands,  rejecting  the  prof- 
fered indulgence  of  the  accused,  made  those  measures  necessary  which  are  now  termed  by  him  ' '  cruel 
and  oppressive."  The  circumstances  of  this  case  will  be  laid  fully  before  the  court.  For  the  present  I 
will  barely  state  the  principle  which,  it  appears  to  me,  will  judicially  decide  this  specification.  We 
must  keep  in  view  that  "cruelty  and  oppression"  are  very  different  from  rigor  and  severity.  The  former 
imports  something  beyond  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  authority;  the  latter  are  consistent  with  a  strict 
enforcement  of  it.  Whether  an  officer  has  been  cruel  and  oppressive  must  be  decided  by  applying  to 
the  law,  and  the  power  held  by  him  under  it.  Whether  in  the  use  of  that  power  he  has  been  rigorous  and 
severe,  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  of  which  he  had  a  right  to  judge,  depending  on  various  circumstances,  about 
which  men  will  differ  according  to  their  dispositions  and  temperaments.  A  judge  has  the  power  to 
inflict  a  greater  or  lesser  punishment  in  any  given  case;  to  impose  a  fine  of  fifty  or  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
He  imposes  the  latter  when  others  think  the  former  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  offence.  We  may 
say  he  is  severe,  but  not  that  he  is  cruel  or  oppressive,  for  the  law  justifies  it;  and  that  which  the  law 
justifies  cannot  be  an  offence.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  accused  did  no  more,  in  the  case  of  Sands,  than 
Mr.  Sands  himself  made  indispensable.  There  was  every  disposition  to  relieve  him,  but  he  would  not 
unless  in  his  own  way.  The  inferior  officer  who  would  make  terms  with  his  commander — who  will  agree 
to  obey  him  only  at  his  own  time,  and  on  his  own  conditions,  must  be  made  to  submit,  or  all  subordina- 
tion is  at  an  end.     Mr.  Sands  had  his  treatment  in  his  own  hands;  he  chose  to  suffer  rather  than  to  yield. 

The  accused  has  thus  endeavored  truly  to  place  in  the  view  and  understanding  of  the  court  a  plain 
and  frank  recital  and  exposition  of  all  the  facts,  in  his  knowledge,  connected  with  the  charges  he  is 
called  upon  to  answer.  He  has  added  no  more  comment  or  argument  than  seemed  to  be  necessary  to 
make  the  ground  of  his  defence  clear  and  intelligible.  He  trusts  and  believes  the  testimony  of  the  case 
will  maintain  his  statements,  and  it  will  then  be  seen  how  securely  he  may  rest  himself  on  the  truth  of 
his  case,  and  with  what  confidence  he  may  expect  an  honorable  acquittal  from  the  honor  and  justice  of  his 
judges. 

If  these  charges  be  true, — if  but  a  tithe  of  them  be  so, — the  accused  has  plunged  into  dishonor  and 
guilt  with  an  unexampled  rapidity  and  desperation.  He  has,  in  a  few  short  months,  for  the  most  mean 
and  paltry  considerations,  overthrown  a  reputation  reared  by  the  hard  and  honorable  service  of  seven 
and  twenty  years,  identified  with  the  glory  of  his  country  and  entwined  with  the  brightest  deeds  of  her 
fame.  Has  he  passed  through  every  grade  of  naval  service,  without  an  imputation  or  complaint,  to  fall 
into  such  a  foul  sink  as  this?   •  You  will  have  it  well  proved  before  you  believe  it. 

The  accused  camiot  forbear  to  conclude  this  opening  of  his  case  and  defence  with  some  striking 
remarks  of  a  distinguished  writer  on  naval  and  military  courts-martial.  "  It  must  be  revolting,"  says 
McArthur,  "to  every  feeling  mind  to  remark,  during  the  last  few  years,  the  frequent  instances  of  trials 
at  naval  and  military  courts-martial  held  on  officers  of  the  most  meritorious  and  unimpeachable  charac- 
ters, and  some,  indeed,  founded  on  charges  derived  from  communications  made  by  some  anonymous 
writer  or  des|iie:ible  iidnrmcr.  The  compensation  is  poor  indeed  to  the  tortured  feelings  of  an  innocent 
officer,  to  lie  thus  di;i---ed  before  a  tribunal  of  justice,  and,  after  much  anxiety,  to  have  the  charges 
pronounced  unfounded,  irivolous  and  vexatious." 


Boston,  Se2:>tember  i,  1821. 
Commodore  Stewart,  New  York : 

Sir:  There  is  a  claim  upon  the  government  of  Chili  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  Macedonian,  of  this 
place,  captured  about  two  years  since  by  Lord  Cochrane.  Mr.  Forbes  was  fully  instructed  concerning  it, 
and  at  the  request  of  Mr,  John  S.  EUery,  one  of  the  owners,  and  in  their  behalf,  a  copy  of  their  memorial 
containing  their  repr.  ^cntiiliou  nf  their  claim  has  been  forwarded  to  you  from  the  Department  of  State. 
I  have  only  to  add  tlie  rei|uest  that  you  would  give  any  aid  in  your  power,  should  the  occasion  present 
itself,  to  favor  by  good  elliees  the  obtaining  of  satisfaction  to  this  claim. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 
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To  the  honorable  John  Quincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Staler: 

The  memorial  of  John  S.  Ellery  and  others,  of  Boston,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  represents: 

Tiiat  on  the  fifth  of  February,  A.  I).  1818,  the  brig  Macadonian,  commanded  by  Eliphalet  Smith  and 
owned  by  the  said  .Tnhii  S.  Ellory,  sailrd  from  Boston  with  a  ear,L;-o  uii  bnard  amounting  in  value  to  the 
sum  of  one  huinli-cd  and  sixteen  thousand  une  hun(h'eil  and  I'oit y-loni'  dellar.saud  sixty-fuur  cents,  belong- 
ing to  your  meiiiorialisls,  en  a  veya;j,(_'  l(.i  the  oasts  el'  Chili,  and  reiii.  and  Canton.  On  the  twentieth  of 
the  succeeding'  May  tiie  .Macedonian  arri\ed  at  Coiiuinibo,  in  Chili;  tVeni  thence  she  proceeded  to  Valpa- 
raiso. A  small  pertien  ef  the  cargo  was  sold  at  Ooquimbo  and  Yuliiaruise,  but  not  being  able  to  dispose 
of  the  carge  in  ('liili,  and  hearing  that  an  embargo  was  about  lieing  laid  on  all  vessels  in  Valparaiso, 
Captain  Smith  Icl'L  that  place  in  September  of  the  same  year,  and  went  to  Tongo  Bay  to  procure  seamen, 
and  sailed  from  thence  in  said  brig  to  Callao,  the  seaport  of  Lima,  where  he  arrived  jn  or  about  the 
twentieth  of  the  following  October.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of  the  same  October,  Captain  Smith  sold  the 
residue  of  the  cargo  of  the  Macedonian  to  the  agents  of  the  Phillippine  Company,  at  Lima,  for  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  lerty-live  thensand  dollars,  to  be  paid  on  the  thirty-first  of  January  then  next,  on  board 
the  Maeedeiiiaii;  and  Caiiiain  Smith  agreed  to  deliver  the  cargo  at  any  place  on  the  coast  from  Callao  to 
Panania,  where  the  .said  agents  might  direct. 

The  purchasers  required  that  a  portion  of  the  cargo  should  be  delivered  at  Panama,  and  Capt.  Smith, 
in  the  beginning  of  December,  1818,  put  the  Macedonian  under  the  command  of  the  chief  mate,  being 
himself  compelled  by  his  business  to  remain  at  Lima,  and  ordered  her  for  Panama.  General  Osorio,  who 
was  going  to  Spain  for  his  health,  with  his  wife  (the  dan^-hter  of  the  Vieeniy  ef  Peru,)  and  three  children 
of  the  Viceroy,  embarked  as  passengers,  on  board  the  .Mai-edenian,  lor  Panama.  In  consequence  of 
taking  these  passengers  on  board.  Captain  Smith  received  letters  et  recunnnendation  from  the  Viceroy, 
by  means  of  which  he  hoped  to  procure  a  profitable  freight  for  the  said  brig,  from  Panama  to  Callao,  on 
her  return. 

The  Macedonian  was  not  able  to  get  into  Panama  with  safety,  but  landed  her  passengers  on  the 
coast,  about  twenty  leagues  from  Panama,  and  returned  to  Callao,  about  the  last  of  January,  1819;  here 
she  was  new  coppered,  and  preparations  were  made  for  proceeding  to  Canton. 

Before  the  Macedonian  had  received  on  board  the  specie  or  bullion  from  the  agents  of  the  Phillippine 
Company,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  Lord  Cochrane  appeared  off  Callao,  with  a  squadron 
belonging  to  the  government  of  Chili,  and,  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  declared  Callao,  and  the  whole 
coast  of  Peru,  in  a  state  of  blockade.  At  this  time  the  agents  of  the  Phillippine  Company  had  put  on 
board  certain  vessels  in  the  port  of  Callao  sixty-two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
same  delivered  on  board  the  Macedonian,  agrectiMy  to  their  contract.  After  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cochrane, 
Captain  Smith  refused  to  receive  this  money  on  board  the  Macedonian;  but  agreed  to  receive  it  on  shore, 
a  permit  for  its  landing  having  been  obtained  from  the  Viceroy,  with  a  license  to  embark  it  at  any  point 
on  the  coast  which  Captain  Smith  might  think  proper.  Captain  Smith  accordingly  received  this  sum,  and 
forwarded  it,  under  the  care  of  his  agent,  to  Guamey.  On  the  eighth  of  said  March,  the  Macedonian 
left  Callao,  in  charge  of  the  first  mate,  and  proceeded  to  Guamey,  to  which  place  Lord  Cochrane  gave 
permission  for  all  neutral  vessels  to  proceed  to  obtain  provisions,  water,  &c. 

Captain  Smith  remained  at  Lima,  and,  on  the  eighteenth  of  said  March,  settled  his  accounts  with  the 
agents  of  the  Phillippine  Company,  and  received  the  balance  due  him,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  With  this  sum  Captain  Smith  left  Lima  on  about  the  twenty-seventh  of  said  March,  taking  with 
him  two  soldiers  to  protect  him  from  robbers.  On  tlie  5th  of  iVpril,  1819,  on  his  way  to  Guamey,  he  was 
surroniideil  by  a.bont  forty  armed  soldiers  belonging  to  Lord  Cochrane's  ship,  the  O'Higgins,  who  took 
him  prisoner  and  carried  him  on  hoard  the  <_)'lliggins,  with  the  said  sum  of  money,  excepting  a  portion 
thereof,  which  they  lell,  not\vithstaiidiii,i;-  the  remonstrance  of  Capt.  Smith,  who  informed  their  command- 
ing olhcers  of  the  amount  he  was  abt)ut  to  leave;  that  if  so  left  it  would  be  lost  to  him,  (the  said  Smith,) 
and  that  he  shonld  hold  the  said  officer,  or  those  under  whose  authority  he  was  acting,  responsible  for 
the  same.  Capi.  Smith  was  kept  a  prisoner  on  board  the  O'Higgins  until  the  eighth  of  said  April,  and 
for  twenty-four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  ship  at  Guamey,  without  being  permitted,  though  he 
requested  it,  to  visit  the  Macedonian,  and  he  was  informed  by  Lord  Cochrane,  thai  unless  he  would  sign 
a  certificate  disclaiinin.i;- all  title  to  the  property  thus  captured  he  should  keep  him  piismier,  and  carry 
him  to  Chili;  and  refused,  at  the  same  time,  to  take  possession  of  the  Maceikjuian.  Thus  situated,  to 
regain  his  liberty  and  rejoin  his  ship,  and  in  the  hope,  also,  of  being  able  to  save  the  before-mentioned 
sixty-two  thousand  dollars,  wdiich  he  then  supposed  was  on  shore  in  chai-ge  of  his  agent,  Capt.  Smith 
signed  the  paper  requir(>d,  believing,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  paper  thus  extorted  from  him  would  be 

After  Capt.  Smitli  hail  signed  this  eertilicate,  he  was  suffered  to  go  on  board  the  Macedonian.  Here 
he  was  informed  that  the  sixty-two  thousand  dollars  which  he  had  sent  to  Guamey  under  the  charge  of 
Don  Francisco  Sarnine,  after  the  news  of  his  capture  had  reached  Guamey,  was  put  on  board  the  French 
brig  Gazelle,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  escape  the  pursuit  of  Lord  Cochrane,  and  reach  a  place  of  safety. 
This  hope  proved  fallacious;  the  Gazelle  was  captured  by  Lord  Cochrane,  who  took  out  the  money  and 
induced  her  captain  to  sign  another  certificate,  by  causing  him  to  believe  that  he  would  otherwise  be 
kept  a  prisoner,  and  eventually  lose  his  vessel.  Having  done  this,  he  was  suilercd  to  return  to  Guamey 
in  his  vessel  to  transact  his  business. 

In  this  manner  did  Lord  Cochrane  possess  himself  of  the  property  of  your  memorialists,  very  valu- 
able in  itself;  but  much  more  so,  as  it  afforded  them  the  means  of  prosecuting  a  voyage,  the  successful 
termination  of  which  would  have  been  extremely  profitable,  and  which  was  thus  entirely  ruined  and 
broken  up. 

In  addition  to  the  documentary  evidence  already  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State,  in  proof  of 
the  above  facts,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  also  to  refer  to  the  afiidavit  of  George  Lewis,  the  chief  mate 
of  the  Ma<-edonian,  recently  returned  i'rom  Peru,  and  taken  before  the  district  judge  of  tliis  district,  which 
is  iierewilh  transmitted. 

Till' eapl  lire  and  confiscation  of  the  properly  taken  with  Captain  Smith  is  attempted  to  be  justified 
by  Lord  Cochrane,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  Mli  of  April,  JSIO,  to  the  Chilian  government,  on  various  grounds, 
viz:  that  it  was  c.qitured  from  the  hands  and  under  thu  protection  of  hostile  soldiers;  that  this  money 
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belonged  to  the  Pliilliii|iiu(>  Crjiiiiiaiiy;  and  lastly,  tliat  Captain  Smith  was  not  entitled  to  the  immunities 
of  a  citizen  of  the  Unitcil  Stutcs,  luu  must  be  considered  an  active  agent  serving  the  Viceroy  of  Peru. 

Your  memorialisls  cannut  Imt  I'-xpress  their  surprise  at  the  extraordinary  nature  of  this  dispatch  of 
the  admiral  (if  Chili,  which  seems  to  have  anticipated  the  judgment  of  a  regular  court  of  prize,  and  to 
Lave  been  iiiteiuled  to  ensure  a  condemnation. 

According  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  modern  warfare,  among  civilized  nations,  the  property  of  indi- 
vidual citizens  of  a  belligerent  country  is  not  subjrcleil  tn  pillage  and  plunder  IVoiii  llic  other  belligerent 
on  land,  much  less  should  the  property  of  a  neulnil,  \\\\w\\  would  be  restored  it  raptiirrd  on  the  seaa,  on 
board  the  ship  of  an  enemy,  be  confiscated  when  captiinil  within  the  country  of  the  ciiLJiiy,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  neutral.  The  two  soldiers  who  a^^companied  Captain  Smith,  to  ail'ord  him  some  protection 
from  thieves  and  lawless  robbers  on  tiie  road  from  Lima  to  Guamey,  he  had  a  right  to  employ;  and  in  so 
doing  he  cannot  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  his  neutral  rights,  or  as  having  acted  in  derogation  of 
the  belligerent  rights  of  the  Chilian  government.  Tlie  belligerent  rights  of  Chili  can  hardly  be  supposed 
to  extend  to  a  territory  in  the  full  possession  and  (iccupaliuu  of  the  government  of  Peru;  and  if  Captain 
Smith  could  have  apprehended  that  he  should  ha\e  been  met  by  any  of  the  forces  of  Chili,  it  is  idle  and 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  he  hired  two  soldiers  for  his  prdtection  against  any  such  force.  No  resistance 
is  pretended,  and  resistance  would  have  been  utterly  ineflectual.  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  case  of  the  Nereide,  (9  Cranch  Reports,  388,)  on  the  claim  of  Manuel  Pinto,  a  native  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  restored  his  property,  though  captured  on  board  an  armed  ship  of  the  enemy,  which  was  chartered 
by  him,  he  being  on  board,  and  although  resistance  was  made  by  such  ship,  though  not  by  him  personally 
at  the  time  of  the  capture.  Your  memorialists  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestion 
that  this  property  belonged  to  the  Phillippine  Company.  Ry  the  contract  of  sale  between  Captain  Smith 
and  the  agents  of  this  company,  to  avoid  the  risk  nf  cdiitraliand  on  the  part  of  Captain  Smith,  payment 
was  to  have  been  made  by  said  agents  on  board  the  Alaccildnian;  yet  as  Captain  Smith  after  the  blockade 
refused  to  receive  a  portion  of  this  money  on  board  his  siiip,  but  received  it  on  shore,  as  before  mentioned, 
and  on  the  18th  of  March,  1819,  settled  his  final  account  with  the  agents  of  the  said  company,  and  received 
from  them  the  balance  due  him,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  Phillippine  Company  became  discharged 
from  their  debt  by  such  delivery  and  payment,  and  that  the  loss  of  this  property,  in  the  possession  and 
custody  of  Ca])tain  Smith,  or  his  agents,  is  a  loss  which  must  fall  on  Captain  Smith  or  your  memorialists. 
No  principle  of  justice  or  law  is  known  to  your  memorialists  which  will  enable  them  to  resort  again  for 
payment  to  the  Phillippine  Company.  That  such  must  have  been  the  view  of  Lord  Cochrane  himself  upon 
this  subject,  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  procure  from  Captain  Smith,  by  the 
most  unlawful  means,  a  certificate,  purporting  that  until  this  money  was  on  boai-d  the  Macedonian,  it  was 
at  the  risk  of  the  Phillippine  Company;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  credited  that  an  officer  of  high  rank  should 
have  resorted  to  such  a  mode  of  procuring  such  evidence  if  he  had  believed  himself  in  possession  of  papers 
which  sufficiently  proved  this  property  to  belong  to  this  company. 

Lord  Cochrane  represents  that  this  certificate  was  given  by  Captain  Smith,  as  his  voluntary  act, 
"after  cool  reflection,  finding  all  his  remonstrances  and  efforts  unavailing."  "After  this  confession  (says 
Lord  Cochrane,)  Mr.  Smith  was  satisfied,  and  this  day  went  on  board  his  own  vessel."  From  this 
account,  it  would  seem  that  Captain  Smith,  after  remonstrating  against  the  capture  of  himself  and  his 
property,  and  using  all  iiis  cll'inis  to  save  it,  should,  "after  cool  nili-cHnit  "  determine  to  sign  a  certificate 
in  contradiction  to  all  his  pre\ious  statements,  and  so  as  to  ensure  its  eondemnation,  and  having  done 
this  "he  xvas  satisfifd"  ami  returned  to  his  own  vessel!  A  vepi-esentati<iii  of  conduct  so  extraordinary 
and  contradictory,  is  not  easily  to  be  crcdile(l  A\"hen  Captain  Suiith  is  heard  in  his  own  vindication  it 
appears  that,  finding  all  his  remonstrances  ami  elTerts  unavailing  to  procure  his  release,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  sign  the  certificate  that  he  might  he  alhiwed  to  go  on  board  his  own  vessel-,  and  save  the  residue 
of  the  property  entrusted  to  his  care  from  destruction. 

By  what  right  or  color  of  authority  the  admiral  of  Chili  thus  imprisoned  an  American  citizen,  and 
threatened  to  separate  him  for  a  long  period  from  the  vessel  of  which  he  had  the  command,  your  memorial- 
ists will  leave  to  their  government  to  determine.  To  government  also  will  they  leave  the  question  how 
far  the  property  of  their  citizens  is  to  be  put  in  jeopardy  or  condemned  by  evidence  thus  obtained. 
According  to  this  code  of  prize  law,  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  converting  all  neutral  property  into 
good  prize:  the  same  force  which  makes  the  capture  can  procure  the  evidence,  and  the  injured,  insulted, 
and  plundered  neutral  be  left  with  an  empty  ship,  to  get  home  as  he  can,  and  seek  for  redress  by  the 
interposition  of  the  government  of  his  country.  The  facts  stated  by  Lord  Cochrane  to  prove  that  Capt. 
Smith  was  an  active  agent  serving  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  are,  that  he  went  secretly  from  Valparaiso  and 
was  employed  to  convey  to  General  Osorio,  at  Panama,  correspondence  of  great  importance,  and  his 
services  are  acknowledged  and  recommended  by  the  Viceroy  in  the  papers  adverted  to. 

It  is  not  true  that  Capt.  Smith  conveyed  to  General  Osorio,  at  Panama,  any  correspondence;  the 
reason  why  ho  left  Valparaiso  has  been  before  stated;  it  was  to  avoid  an  embargo,  and  because  he  could 
not  there  sell  his  cargo.  He  left  Valparaiso  in  September,  arrived  at  Callao  in  October,  and  remained 
there  until  December.  The  Macedonian  then  sailed  for  Panama,  having  on  board  General  Osorio,  his 
wife,  and  three  children  of  the  Viceroy  as  jiassengers.  These  services  were  acknowledged  probably  by 
the  Viceroy,  and  such  recommendations  obtained  by  Capt.  Smith  as  might  enable  the  Macedonian,  in  case 
of  her  arrival  at  Panama,  to  procure  a  return  freight.  She  never  reached  Panama,  but  returned  to  Callao, 
and  there  remained  until  the  blockade  of  that  place.  Capt.  Smith  appears  only  as  the  active  agent  of  your 
memorialists,  and  engaged  in  furthering  the  objects  of  his  voyage.  The  reason  of  his  sending  the  Mace- 
donian to  Panama  has  been  stated,  and  as  he  was  not  to  receive  payment  for  his  cargo  until  the  31st 
of  January,  1819,  he  was,  no  doubt,  disposed  to  employ  his  ship  in  earning  some  freight  in  the  meantime. 
If  the  taking  on  board  these  passengers  for  Panama  was  unlawful,  tlie  penalty  was  to  the  ship,  and  not  to 
property  not  then  on  board  the  ship,  but  captured  on  shore  several  months  after  the  return  of  the  Macedonian 
to  Callao,  and  after  the  termination  of  the  intended  voyage  to  Panama.  Your  memorialists,  however,  believe 
that  the  law  of  nations  permits  a  neutral  to  carry  the  ^xrsons,  as  well  as  the  property,  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  while  engaged  in  his  own  commercial  purposes,  it  will  not  be  unlawful  for  him,  as  incidental  to  the 
same,  to  take  on  board  persons  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  who  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  his 
ship  to  get  transported  from  one  part  of  their  country  to  another.  But  should  a  neutral  charter  his  vessel 
to  one  belligerent,  as  a  transport  to  carry  the  officers  or  soldiers  of  such  belligerent,  it  would  subject  his 
vessel  to  confiscation,  if  captured  by  the  other  belligerent  ivhile  in  such  service.  These  principles  are 
'  in  the  British  high  court  of  admiralty,  in  the  cases  of  the  Friendship,  by  Robinson's  Reports, 
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page  420;  and  the  Orozimbo,  same  book,  page  430.  The  confiscation  of  the  sixty-two  thousand  dollars, 
captured  on  board  the  brig  Gazelle,  is  defended  by  Lord  Cochrane,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1819,  first,  as  privately  shipped;  secondly,  as  property  captured  on  an  enemy's  coast,  without  any  osten- 
siblc'owner;  and,  lastly,  as  an  infringement  of  blockade.  If  this  money  had  been  jyrivatehj  shipped  on 
board  the  Gazelle,  this  is  no  forfeiture  of  neutral,  nor  any  offence  against  belligerent  rights.  It  might 
have  been  an  offence  against  the  municipal  laws  of  Peru,  but  could  not  subject  the  property  to  confisca- 
tion in  the  prize  courts  of  Chili.  The  second  reason  is  equally  unfortunate,  when  the  fact  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  this  money  was  found  on  board  a  neutral  vessel,  and  was  therefore  to  be  presumed 
the  property  of  a  neutral,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary ;  the  most  that  could  have  been 
required  in  such  a  case  was,  that  tlie  claimant  should  give  further  proof  of  property  before  he  could  be 
entitled  to  restoration.  The  last  reason  assigned  is  an  infringement  of  blockade.  Your  memorialists  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  that  they  should  enlarge  much  on  this  topic.  The  legality  of  paper  blockades  has 
too  recently  engaged  the  attention  of  the  governiueiit  of  the  United  States,  and  their  remonstrances 
against  them  have  been  of  such  a  nature  that  tli<  y  (.imnut  suffer  the  property  of  their  citizens  to  be  con- 
fiscated under  a  similar  system,  to  subserve  the  iimimscs  of  Lord  Cochrane  or  of  the  government  of 
Chili.  Tlie  port  of  Guamey  was  not,  in  fact,'  blockaJed;  Lord  Cochrane  permitted  all  neutral  vessels  to 
repair  thither,  and  virtually  excepted  this  port  even  from  the  paper  blockade.  The  money  was  brought 
from  Lima  over  land  to  Guamey,  and  the  blockade  of  Callao,  being  a  blockade  by  sea,  and  not  extending 
to  the  land,  it  was  lawful  for  neutrals,  notwithstanding  this  blockade,  to  carry  on  their  commerce  with 
Lima  over  land  as  heretofore.  Tliisr  lainciples  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  British  high  court  of 
admiralty,  in  the  cases  of  the  >S7'((7,  .Ichiisi.n,  master,  4th  volume  llobinson's  Reports,  page  65,  and  the 
Songe  Peter,  Musterdt,  master,  same  book,  page  19. 

With  all  these  alleged  reasons  for  the  confiscation  of  the  money  captured  on  board  the  Gazelle,  Lord 
Cochrane  deemed  it  necessary  to  compel  the  captain  of  this  vessel  to  sign  such  a  certificate  as  he  required, 
which  he  procured  by  keeping  the  said  captain  for  three  days  on  board  the  O'Higgins,  and  carrying  him 
from  Guambacho  (the  place  of  capture)  to  Payta,  and  inducing  him  to  believe  that,  unless  he  would  sign 
such  certificate,  he  would  be  carried  to  Valparaiso  with  his  vessel,  where  the  vessel  would  be  condemned 
for  tlie  alleged  breach  of  blockade. 

It  appears  that  the  money  thus  captured  has  been  distributed  without  the /orm  of  a  trial,  (unless  the 
examination  and  determination  of  Lord  Cochrane  is  to  be  considered  as  such,)  and  the  government  of 
Chili  has  received  its  portion  of  the  booty.  To  proceed  to  distribution  first,  and  to  trial  afterwards,  and 
by  a  court  appointed  by  the  government  which  has  thus  received  its  proportion  of  the  prize,  is  not  the 
mode  to  secure  an  impartial  trial  to  a  neutral  claimant;  a  trial  under  such  circumstances  must  be  a  mock- 
ery of  justice. 

The  injury  sustained  by  your  memorialists  is  not  confined  to  the  loss  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  dollars,  which  they  have  suffered  by  the  conduct  of  the  admiral  of  Chili,  as  has  been  recited; 
but  a  long  and  distant  voyage,  which  afforded  every  prospect  of  a  profit  of  one  hundred  per  cent.,  has 
been  broken  up,  after  much  time  and  money  had  been  expended  in  its  prosecution,  and  the  principal  difii- 
culties  tq  its  completion  were  surmounted.  The  govenmrent  of  Chili  is  bound  in  justice  to  indemnify 
them  against  all  these  losses,  which  have  been  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  unlawful  acts  of  those  who 
exercised  this  authority.  Your  memorialists  forbear  a  full  expression  of  their  feelings  at  this  flagrant 
outrage  upon  their  rights  and  property.  They  believe  that  their  government  will  not  suffer  the  persons 
nor  the  property  of  its  citizens,  whether  on  the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific,  to  become  a  prey  to  the  revenge 
or  avarice  of  any  belligerent  thus  regardless  of  neutral  rights.  And  while  the  usual  branches  of  commerce 
afford  little  or  no  profit  to  the  merchant,  it  is  peculiarly  necessary  that  a  fostering  care  and  protection 
should  be  extended  to  the  enterprising,  who  are  traversing  the  globe  to  discover  new  channels,  through 
"      "  "  -rs  and  tlicir  cmntry 

(■  til  si.lirit  tliat  tliiir  case  maybe  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
asmis  will  lie  a(lu])tod  as  will  afford  them  the  aid  of  their  government  in 
the  government  of  Chili. 
^(Signed)  "  JOHN  S.  ELLERY. 

H.  H.  PERKINS. 
J.  PRINCE, 
Attorney  to  and  assignee  of  M.^ckey,  Prin'ce  &  Co. 

LORING,  CUNNINGHAM  &  Co. 
ISRAEL  THORNDIKE. 
T     ,       f  ii      r  r  r.  en  (  N.    G.   CARNES, 

Late  of  the  firm  of  Carxes  &  Rhodes.  |  CHARLES  I).  RHODES, 

GEO.  SE.VRLE. 
HENRY   LEWIS. 
D.\Vli>  lllXCKLEY. 
FAIliPlELI)  &  CHOATE. 
SAMUEL  PARKMAN,  Jr.. 
SAMUEL  MAY. 
HENRY  H.  TUCKERMAN. 
THOMAS  FURBER. 
W.  and  G.  TUCKERMAN. 
HENRY  FARNAM. 
THOS.  PARSONS. 
SAMUEL  and  JOHN  G.  TORREY. 
DANIEL  APPLETON. 
N.  R.  RICHARDSON. 
C.  BRADBURY. 
NEHEMIAH  W.  SKILLINGS, 
By  his  attorney,  Ignatius  Sargent. 

JOHN  B.  TREMERE, 
For  himself  and  Ignatius  Saegent,  Jr. 
"WM.  HAYDEN,  Jr., 
Attorney  for  the  late  firm  of  Wm.  Hayden  &  Sons. 
Boston,  3Iay  21,  1820.  JOHN  T.  REED. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  24,  1821. 
Charles  Stewart,  Esq.,  Commodore  of  (he  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  funiisliiiit;-  ytm  with  tlic  ciirldsiKl  copy  of  a  momorial  of  John  S.  EUery  and 
others,  of  Boston,  in  the  case  of  tlicii-  lui;;-,  the  MarcihHiian,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the 
memorialists,  and  to  refer  yon  to  siu'li  instriictiinis  as  llic  Secretary  of  State,  who  will  be  in  Boston,  may 
think  proper  to  g-ive  you  on  the  the  suliject,  from  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  and  very  hunihle  servant. 

DANIEL  BRENT. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  John  M.  Forbes,  dated — 

July  6,  1820. 

The  allegations  of  Lord  Cochrane,  that  there  had  been,  on  the  part  of  the  Gazelle,  a  breach  of  the 
blockade,  is  fully  repelled  in  the  memorial.  It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Prevost,  of  16th  May,  1819, 
that  he  had  remonstrated  with  the  goverimient  against  this  paper  blockade  of  Lord  Cochrane.  He  says 
the  subject  was  met  with  the  greatest  frankness,  and  all  claim  of  forfeiture  for  any  infraction  disavowed, 
as  to  any  place  where  no  actual  force  was  employed,  and  the  form  preserved  only  to  deter  unfriendly 
neutrals  from  entering  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  information. 

This  disavowal  was  but  partially  satisfactory.  A  paper  blockade  of  iifty  degrees  of  latitude,  or  a 
thousand  leagues  of  coast,  is  illegal  throughout  its  whole  extent,  even  for  the  ports  which  may  be  in 
actual  blockade;  otherwise,  every  capture  under  a  notified  blockade  would  be  legal,  because  the  capture 
itself  would  be  proof  of  the  blockading  force.  Lord  Cochrane's  notification  was  not  of  a  lawful  blockade, 
nor  has  a  permanent  force  been  kept  before  any  one  port  under  it,  which  would  have  made  it  a  legal 
blockade,  had  it  been  limited  to  that  single  port.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  capture  of  no 
part  of  the  property  in  question  can  be  justified  upon  the  plea  of  a  broken  blockade. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 
John  M.  Forbes,  special  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Buncos  Ayres,  faithfully  copied  irom  and  compared 
with  the  record  in  this  office. 

Department  or  State,  August  4,  1825. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  John  B.  Prevost,  Lima,  dated — 

December  16,  1823. 

There  is  another  point  of  great  and  permanent  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
involved  in  these  transactions.  In  the  letter  from  Captain  Prunier  to  Captain  Stewart,  declaring  his 
disposition  to  take  possession  of  the  Canton  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  her  into  port  for  adjudication, 
he  alleges,  not  that  muskets  had  been  landed  from  her  at  Arica,  but  that  she  had  traded  at  certain  ports 
between  the  fifteenth  and  twenty-second  degrees  of  south  latitude,  contrary  to  a  proclamation  or  paper 
blockade  of  the  Peruvian  government.  This  was  the  only  fact  alleged  by  Captain  Prunier  for  his  inten- 
tion to  take  the  Canton — the  only  allegation  upon  which  Captain  Stewart  had  then  to  decide  whether  he 
would  protect  her  from  capture  or  not.  Now  the  very  charge  that  the  Canton  had  traded  at  the  interme- 
diate ports  carried  on  its  face  the  proof  that  there  had  been  no  force  stationed  before  these  ports  to 
intercept  the  trade;  and  under  such  an  allegation  Captain  Stewart  could  not  have  submitted  to  see  the 
Canton  captured  under  the  very  guns  of  his  ship,  without  formally  admitting  thereby  the  validity  of  the 
blockade,  in  its  most  licentious  extent. 

The  President  considers  a  blockade  by  degrees  of  latitude  as  unlawful,  not  only  in  its  general  extent, 
but  for  every  port  and  spot  included  within  it.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  iiiere  fact  of  capture  would 
legalize,  in  any  point  within  the  limits  of  the  proclamation,  that  which  would  be  unlawful  upon  every 
other  point.  The  proclamation  is  the  notice  to  neutrals  of  the  blockade,  and  the  blockade  of  the  procla- 
mation nmst  be  precisely  the  same  as  the  blockade  in  fact;  else  the  whole  is  unlawful,  and  neutrals 
are  not  bound  by  it.  This  principle  is  too  important  to  be  surrendered  to  any  belligerent  party,  how- 
ever favorably  disposed  we  may  be  to  his  cause;  for  we  cannot  concede  it  to  him  without  yielding  it 
alike  to  his  enemy.  You  will  distinctly  declare  this  to  the  Peruvian  minister  of  state  to  be  the  deliber- 
ate sense  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 
John  P.  Prevost,  special  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  faithfully  copied  and  compared  with  the 
record  in  this  office. 

DANIEL  BRENT,  Chief  Clerk. 

Department  of  State,  August  6,  1825. 


Copy  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  A.  Weaver' s permission,  d-c. 

U.  S.  Ship  Frankun,  off  New  York,  September  5,  1821. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  1st  instant,  you  are  hereby  permitted  to  remain  in  New  York, 
and  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific,  to  rejoin  the  Franklin  there,  by  the  earliest  opportunity   which  may  suit 
your  convenience. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  C.  S. 

Lieutenant  William  A.  Weaver,  Neiv  York. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  off  New  York,  October  4,  1821. 
Sir:  As  you  are  about  to  embark  iu  the  ship  America  for  a  port  in  the  Pacitic,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
take  special  charge  of  the  stores  embarked  iu  that  ship  for  the  navy  service  of  tlie  United  States,  and 
belonging  to  the  ship  Franklin  under  my  command.     When  arrived   at  your  port  of  discbarge,  you  will 
cause  them  to  be  stored  and  preserved  until  the  arrival  of  this  ship. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  passage, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  C.  S. 

Lieutenant  William  A.  Weaver,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  May  6,  1822. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Dolphin  under  your  command   to  Callao,  touching  at  Arica  or  MoUi- 
endo  on  your  way,  at  either  of  which  places,  most  convenient,  you  will  land  Mr.  Eliphalot  Smith,  who  is 
charo-ed  with  a  dispatch  for  General  Ramirez,  commander-in-chief  of  Upper  Peru.     The  accompanj'iug 
package  you  will  deliver  to  Mr.  Prevost,  whom  you  will  find  at  Lima. 
I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  David  Connor,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Schooner  Dolphin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao,  September  5,  1822. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  witli  the  Dolphin  under  your  command,  to  Guayaquil,  and  take  under  your 
protection  such  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  you  may  lind  iu  readiness  to  sail  to 
the  southern  ports.  You  will  be  careful  not  to  compromit  our  neutral  character  by  protecting  beyond  the 
authority  of  the  laws  of  nations  either  contraband  of  war  or  to  the  ports  actually  blockaded  by  a  com- 
petent force  before  such  ports,  and  placed  there  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war  for  purposes  of  blockade. 

Lieutenant  Sawyer,  who  is  under  arrest  and  under  conviction,  by  opinion  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  of 
having  violated  the  laws  and  discipline  of  the  service,  has  made  application  for  permission  to  return  to 
the  United  States.  As  he  cannot  be  of  any  further  use,  in  his  present  state,  to  the  public  service,  you  can 
exercise  your  own  discretion  in  indulging  him  in  his  request;  but  you  will  keep  in  view  the  probable 
efl'ect  it  may  have  on  other  oiEcers  wishing  to  go  home  to  avoid  duty,  should  they  find  their  ends  can  be 
accomplished  in  that  way  most  readily,  through  the  inability  of  the  service  to  institute  courts-martial. 

It  is  stated  that  a  piratical  schooner  is  cruising  ofi'or  near  the  coast  of  Guayaquil;  and  there  is  very 
little  doubt  but  that  the  brig  Arancano,  (formerly  belonging  to  Cochrane's  squadron,)  which  vessel  the 
crew  ran  off  with  from  the  Bay  of  Panama,  has  become  piratical,  and  may  be  cruising  in  those  latitudes. 
You  will  direct  your  attention  towards  them  if  you  meet  with  vessels  of  that  description. 

When  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  you  may  take  under  your  protection,  is 
placed  in  safety,  you  will  proceed  to  Valparaiso  for  supplies  and  further  orders. 
1  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

David  Connor,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Schooner  Dolpjhin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Quilca,  October  30,  1822. 
Sir:  The  peculiar  state  of  Lima  requires  that  you  should  proceed  with  the  Dolphin  under  your  com- 
mand to  Callao  for  the  purpose  of  giving  countenance  and  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  their  property  at  that  place,  so  far  as  your  means  and  the  laws  of  nations  will  justify,  and  their 
neutral  character  may  merit.  You  will  keep  in  view  the  pacific  policy  of  the  (lovcrninent  of  the  United 
States  towards  those  patriot  governments,  and  advise  mo  by  every  opportunity,  per  Valparaiso,  of  the 
state  of  aflairs  in  that  quarter;  and  should  opportunities  occur  fin-  the  UniteJ  Stat<s,  advise  the  goverii- 
nu'iit  of  the  state  of  things  and  your  proceedings.  1  will  direct  Mr.  Hogan  to  forward  to  you,  as  soon  as 
piissibli',  pnivisious,  &c.,  for  your  vessel. 

Shdulil  it  lie  in  your  power,  you  will  afford  assistance  to  the  officers  of  the  brig  Thetis,  of  Boston, 
lately  taken  fiom  this  port  Dy  one  of  their  cruisers. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Commandant  David  Connor,  U.  S.  Schooner  Dolphin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaitso,  January  12,  1823. 
Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  dispatches  Nos.  1  and  2  for  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  State 
Departments.  AV'itii  these  you  will  jjroceed  in  tlie  dispatch  boat,  with  Lieutenant  Henry,  to  Panama, 
from  whence  you  will  lose  no  time  in  crossing  and  proceeding  on  to  Washington  by  the  first  good  o|i[>iii- 
tunity  you  may  meet  with.  The  purser  will  furnish  you  the  necessary  moneys  for  your  extraordinary 
expenses,  of  which  you  will  keep  an  account  to  be  settled  with  the  Navy  Department. 
Wishing  you  all  possible  health  and  success,  I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Isaac  Mavo,  U.  S.  Ship  Franliin. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Gallao  Harbor,  May  2T,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  prucccd,  with  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin  under  your  command,  to  Valparaiso, 
where  you  will  itnicuru  all  the  n(>c('ssiiry  supplies,  (for  as  long  a  period  as  the  vessel  can  stow,)  without 
any  unnecessaiy  delay,  ami  rrtiini  tu  Lima,  touching  at  Quilca  on  your  way  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
any  protection  to  tlic  citi/.i'iis  ol  the  lUited  States  and  their  property,  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of 
nations,  which  may  ri'ipiirc  it  at  that  jihice. 

Should  you  not  havo  any  highly  important  information  or  public  dispatches  for  mc,  you  can  remain 
at  the  Intermedios  long  enough,  (say  two  weeks,)  to  secure  their  property  against  any  unlawful  depreda- 
tion the  expedition  from  this  quarter  may  be  disposed  to  exercise. 

You  will  he  pleased  to  transfer  Midshipman  Boyd  back  to  this  ship.     Midshipman  Adams  is  ordered 
to  report  himself  to  you  as  acting  master  of  the  Dolphin. 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise,  I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  David  Conner,  U.  S.  Schooner  Dolphin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao  Harbor,  July  1,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  proceed  with  Captain  Williams,  master  of  the  ship  Arab,  to  the  head-quarters 
of  General  Canterac.  The  accompanying  letter  to  that  general  will  make  you  acquainted  with  the  object 
of  the  visit.  It  will  be  essential  for  our  further  guidance  to  ascertain  under  what  authority,  as  well  as 
under  what  pretext,  the  Arab  has  been  detained  and  taken  possession  of  at  Pisco,  as  also  whether 
restitution  of  that  ship  is  intended. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  II.  Henry. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao  Bay,  July  1,  1823. 
To  his  excellency  General  Canterac,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  Peru,  at  Lima: 

By  advices  received  this  afternoon  from  Pisco,  we  learn  that  the  North  American  ship  Arab,  of 
Boston,  was  taken  possession  of  at  that  port  by  a  detachment  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  your 
excellency.  Lieutenant  Commandant  Henry,  and  Mr.  Williams,  the  master  of  that  ship,  wait  on  your 
excellency  to  ascertain  the  cause  and  grounds  of  such  seizure,  and  to  learn  whether  under  the  authority 
of  your  excellency,  or  what  other,  this  seizure  of  the  ship  has  been  made  while  engaged  in  lawful 
and  authorized  commerce  by  both  parties  at  war  in  Peru,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

Should  this  seizure  have  been  made  without  the  authority  of  your  excellency,  I  trust  you  will  give 
such  orders  for  her  restoration  to  her  master  as  to  prevent  those  disagreeable  consequences  arising  from 
illegal  seizures,  and  which  is  calculated  to  preserve  and  promote  the  existing  harmony  between  our 
respective  countries. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  respect  and  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  November  3,  1823. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  arrest  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands  (formally),  and  receive  in  charge  his 
sword.     You  will   assign  to  him  as  his  limits  those  heretofore  assigned  to  him  by  orders  of  the  9th  of 
October  last,  when  under  suspension.     You  will  hand  over  to  him   the  enclosed  copies  of  charges  and 
specifications  of  charges  against  him. 
I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  John  Harris,  commanding  the  Marine  Guard  on  board  the  United  States  Ship  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  at  sea,  January  3,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Amanda  in  pursuit  of  the  piratical  vessel,  General  Quintanilla,  up  the 
coast  of  the  Intermedios  as  far  as  Arica,  if  necessary,  looking  into  Mallendo  and  Ilo,  and  if  j'ou  fall  in 
with  her  you  will  subdue  and  seize  her,  and  bring  her  to  me,  securing  all  the  papers  and  property  on 
board,  and  take  special  care  that  none  of  your  men  plunder  anj'thing  from  the  vessel  or  any  person  on 
board.  You  will  take  care  that  none  of  the  prisoners  escape,  but  secure  them  all  and  bring  them  to  me. 
You  will  find  us  either  on  the  coast  at  anchor  or  cruising  off  it.  It  will  be  desirable  that  you  do  not 
remain  absent  longer  than  it  is  possible  to  accomplish  this  object — say  ten  days.  The  rendezvous  will 
be  at  Quilca. 

"Wishing  you  success,  I  remain,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieutenant  Thos.  S.  Hamiierslev. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Fraxklin,  Quilca,  January  19,  1824. 

Sir:  As  tlie  whole  coast  from  Arica  to  Caniaiia,  and  its  harbors,  has  been  examined  hy  the  vessel 
under  your  command  and  this  ship  for  the  piratical  brig  Quintanilla,  without  success,  and  from  the 
information  since  obtained  I  am  led  to  believe  she  has  been  and  may  still  be  hovering  about  Ocona  or 
Chala  to  leeward  for  supplies,  previous  to  her  g^oing  on  a  farther  cruise  or  return  to  Cliiloe;  and  as  the 
liired  armed  brig  Amanda  is  fitted  out  and  provisioned  for  two  months'  cruize,  you  will  proceed  to  examine 
the  coast  between  Camana  and  Chala  for  that  vessel.  In  case  you  do  not  find  her  or  receive  any 
information  of  her  movements  after  you  have  made  this  examination,  you  will  make  all  possible  haste  to 
the  coast  of  Chiloe,  reaching  for  the  southeast  part  of  that  island,  and  examine  its  coasts  and  harbors 
thereabouts.  If  you  do  not  meet  with  her  or  any  American  vessel  taken  by  her  in  that  quarter,  you  will 
cruise  down  the  west  coast  of  the  island,  and  take  a  position  best  calculated  to  intercept  her  or  any  of 
her  prizes,  (American)  which  may  be  making  for  San  Carlos.  You  will  use  every  precaution  to  keep  the 
people  and  inhabitants  of  that  island,  as  well  as  all  others  you  meet  with,  ignorant  of  your  vessel's 
character,  force  and  object,  and  in  order  so  to  do,  you  will  not  communicate  with  any  port  or  place  that 
is  inhabited  in  that  quarter.  Should  yon  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  and  capture  the  brig  Quintanilla, 
you  will  repair  with  her  immediately  to  V;il|iaraiso.  In  case  you  may  recapture  any  American  vessels 
that  may  he  taken  by  her,  or  any  other  vessel  cruising  out  of  Chiloe,  you  had  better  send  them  to  Juan 
Fernandez,  and  detain  them  there  until  yuu  join  them,  previous  to  bringing  them  to  Valparaiso. 

You  will  therefore  consider  yourself  authorized  to  attack,  subdue,  and  seize  the  above  brig,  the  Quin- 
tanilla, of  which  you  have  a  correct  description,  and  to  retake  any  vessels  of  the  United  States  which 
she  or  any  other  cruiser  from  Chiloe  may  have  captured.  Should  they,  when  chased,  run  that  vessel,  or 
any  American  vessel  they  have  captured,  on  shore,  you  will,  notwithstanding,  take  possession  of  such 
vessel  or  vessels  run  on  shore;  but  you  are  not  to  violate  the  territories  of  Spain,  by  pursuing  the 
people  on  shore,  should  they  escape  to  it,  unless  it  should  be  some  uninhabited  island,  rock,  or  key,  in 
which  case  you  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  and  take  them. 

You  will  preserve  the  usual  discipline  and  health  of  your  crew;  and  should  you  make  any  prisoners 
under  the  above  authority,  you  will  not  yield  them  to  any  demand  or  authority  whatever,  but  keep  them 
in  safe  custody  until  you  join  this  ship.     You  will  so  time  your  cruise  as  to  be  at  anchor  in  Valparaiso  on 
or  before  the  first  of  April  next,  and,  on  no  account,  absent  yourself  after  that  period. 
Wishing  you  health  and  success,  I  remain,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

P.  S. — To  all  other  vessels  you  may  speak,  you  will  use  the  utmost  politeness,  and  never  allow  more 
than  an  oflficer  to  go  on  board  to  bring  their  papers  to  you  for  examination. 

C.  S. 
To  Lieutenant  Thomas  S.  Hammersley,  commanding  the  hired  armed  vessel  Amanda. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Quilca,  January  22,  1824. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  schooner  Dolphin  under  your  command,  without  delay,  to  the  coast 
of  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  as  far  south  as  its  southern  end,  and  cruise  in  such  latitudes,  and  take  such  posi- 
tions as  may  seem  to  you  best  calculated  to  intercept  a  piratical  hermaphrodite  brig  cruising  out  of  that 
island  under  the  Spanish  flag,  or  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  that  corsair  may  have  made  a  prize  of,  or 
which  any  other  privateer,  cruising  out  of  that  island,  or  under  the  Spanish  authority,  may  have  eapluied. 
Should  you  be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  the  above  piratical  brig,  called  the  Quintanilla,  yen  will 
subdue,  seize  and  bring  her  to  me  at  Valparaiso.  Should  you  recapture  any  vessels  of  the  rnited  States, 
you  will  send  them  to  Juan  Fernandez,  until  further  orders.  You  will  use  every  precaution  to  keep  the 
people  and  inhabitants  of  that  island,  as  well  as  all  others  you  may  meet  with,  ignorant  of  your  vessel's 
character,  force,  and  objects;  and  in  order  to  do  so,  j'^ou  will  not  communicate  with  any  port  or  place  that 
is  inhabited  in  that  quarter.  Should  they,  when  chased,  run  that  vessel  on  shore,  or  any  vessel  of  the 
United  States  they  may  have  captured,  you  will  endeavor,  notwithstanding,  to  take  possession  of  such 
vessel  or  vessels  run  on  shore;  but  you  are  not  to  violate  the  territory  of  Spain,  by  pursuing  the  people 
on  shore,  shnnld  they  escape  tn  it,  unless  it  should  be  some  uninhabited  island,  rock,  or  key,  in  which  case 
you  are  at  liluTty  tn  |iursiie  and  taki'  them.  Should  you  make  any  prisoners  under  the  above  authority, 
you  will  not  yield  tlu^ni  up  to  any  demand  or  authority  whatever,  but  keep  them  in  safe  custody  until  yuu 
join  me  at  Valparaiso,  to  which  place  you  will  repair  on  or  about  the  20th  of  March  next.  To  all  other 
vessels  you  may  meet  with,  you  will  use  the  utmost  politeness,  and  only  allow  an  ofiBcer  to  go  on  board 
to  bring  their  papers  for  your  examination. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  ^ii;-nals  by  which  you  will  know  the  brig  Amanda,  Lieutenant  Hammers- 
ley,  and  be  enabled  make  yeuiself  kmiwn  to  liim,  w  liieh  vessel  is  sent  to  cruise  on  the  station.     Yuu  will 
also  have,  herewith,  a  good  ileseriptioii  of  the  |iiiate  brig. 
Wishing  you  health  and  success,  1  rc^niain,  cVc, 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

Lieut.  Commandant  David  Connor,  U.  S.  Schooner  Dolphin,  Callao.         ' 


U.  S.  Navy  Department,  for  the  U.  S.  Ship  Frankli 


To  Michael  Ilogan,  Dr. 


1822. 

April     1.     50,000  pounds  bread,  at  6  cents  per  pound $3,000  00 

30.      13,000  pounds  bread,  at  6|-  cents  per  pound 845  00 

May    ] 0.       8,0(i(i  pounds  bread,  at  9  cents  per  pound 725  94 

March   5.     22,000  pounds  bread,  at  OL  cents  per  pound 1,430  00 

April  12.     12,062  pounds  bread,  at  7"cents  per  pound 844  34 
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May    11.     32,066  pounds  bread,  at  8i  cents  per  pound $2,725  61 

May    n.     50,186  pounds  (country)  salt  beef,  at  7  cents  per  pound 3,513  02 

May    17.     100  barrels  American  (country)  salt  beef,  at  18  cents  per  pound 1,800  00 

May    17.  25  casks  claret  wine,  in  lieu  of  spirits,  1,470  gallons,  at  51  cents  per  gallon  . .  .  749  70 

May    17.     130  boxes  sperm  candles,  3,706|  pounds,  at  62^  cents  per  pound 2,316  57 

May    17.     17  firkins  butter,  1,048  pounds, "(tare  out,  861  lbs.,)  at  62i  cents  per  pound 538  13 

May    17.     427  gallons  molasses,  at  75  cents  per  gallon 320  25 

May    17.     912  gallons  beans,  at  38  cents  per  gallon 346  56 

May    17.     3,632  pounds  cheese,  at  12  cents  per  pound 435  84 

May    17.     75,767  pounds  fresh  beef,  at  4  cents  per  pound.. , , 3,030  68 

May    17.     82  days' vegetables,  at  $11.83  per  day 970  06 

May    17.     60  barrels  flour,  at  $16  per  barrel 960  00 

$24,.551   70 

Commission,  5   per  cent 1,227  68 


$25,779  28 
Approved.  === 

(Signed)  CHAS,  STEWAKT. 

Received,  Valparaiso,  May  17,   182fe,  of  Edward  Fitzgerald,   Esq.,   purser,   United   States   navy, 

twenty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  twenty^eight  cents,  in  full  of  the  above 
account,  for  which  I  sign  triplicate  receipts. 

(Signed)  MICHAEL  HOGAN. 


U.  S.  Navy  Department,  for  the  U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,       • 

To  Michael  Hogan,  Dr. 
1822. 

May    10.     11  quintals  26  pounds  iron  hoops,  at  $8,  per  quintal , $89  60 

36  kegs  black  paint,  (each  28  lbs.,)  1,008  pounds,  at  25  cents  per  pound 252  00 

60  pieces  Russia  duck,  at  $20  per  piece 1,200  00 

456  pounds  iron,  at  8  cents  per  pound 36  37 

10  kegs  black  paint,  (each  56  lbs.,)  560  pounds,  at  35  cents  per  pound 194  50 

20|  tons  coal,  at  $14  per  ton , 290  66 

Water,  from  Almendral 21  00 

27  cords  firewood,  $13.75  per  cords 371  25 

34  ash  oars,  637  feet,  at  25  cents  per  foot 159  25 

12  permits,  for  shipping  provisions,  &c 21  00 

Expenses  paid  Morse  for  coach  for  Commodore  Stewart,  and  aids,  journey  to 

Santiago,  to  see  the  supreme  director  on  oflScial  business 310  50 

Expenses  of  burying  bodies  of  officers  and  men  lost  at  Quintero  bay 19  25 

Demurrage  of  schooner  Amanda  for  one  day 50  00 


$3,015  38 
Commissions 150  76 


$3,166  14 
Approved.  ■ 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART 

Received,  Valparaiso,  May  14,  1822,  of  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  purser,  United  States  navy,  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  fourteen  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account,  for  which  I  sign 
triplicate  receipts. 

(Signed)  MICHAEL  HOGAN. 


U.  S.  Navy  Department,  for  U.  S.  Frigate  Constellation, 

To  Michael  Hogan,  Br. 
1822. 

May  1st.     Thirty-seven  panes  glass,  50  cents  per  pane $18  50 

Thirty  gallons  lamp  oil,  $1  per  gallon 30  00 

Twenty-five  gallons  spirits  turpentine,  $2  per  gallon 50  00 

Thirty  gallons  linseed  oil,  $2  per  gallon 60  00 

Twelve  kegs  white  lead,  300  pounds  each,  25  cents  per  pound 75  00 

Seventy-eight  feet  2  inch  oak  plank,  32  cents  per  foot 24  96 

Twenty-six  pounds  green  paint 19  60 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  pine  board,   12|  cents  per  foot 65  25 

Twenty-four  ash  oars,  379  feet,  25  cents  per  foot 94  75 

Two  barrels  lime,  $3  per  barrel 6  00 

Five  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds  whiting,  3  cents  per  pound 16  38 

Thirty  bolts  Russia  canvas,  $20  per  bolt 600  00 

Seventy-five  pounds  sewing  twine,  $1  per  pound 75  00 

Two  hundred  needles,  4  cents  each 8  00 
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May  1st.     Furty-three  brooms $8  ,06 

Thirteen  cords  firewood,  $17.77 231  00 

Two  and  a  quarter  tons  coal,  $12  per  ton 27  00 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty  casks  water 207  25 

C.  H.  permits 10  50 

Half  ream  letter  paper 3  50 

Half  ream  foolscap  paper 3  00 

One  hundred  quills 3  00 

$1,636  65 
Commission,  5  per  cent 81  83 

$1,718  48 


(Signed)  Ex.  BEN.  F.  BOURNE,  Purser. 

Received,  Valparaiso,  May  4th,  1822,  of  Ben.  F.  Bourne,  purser,  U.  S.  navy,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighteen  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account,  for  which  I  sign  triplicate  receipts. 
(Signed)  MICHAEL  HOGAN. 

(Signed)  App'd.  ^  C.  G.  RIDGELY. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fkaxklix,  Valparaiso  Harbor,  January  2,  1823. 
J.  B.  Provost,  Santiago  de  Chili: 

Sir:  My  arrival  at  this  place  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  the  objects  of  the 
government  in  sending  so  considerable  a  force  ftito  this  sea,  and  of  apprising  you  that  I  am  directed  to 
call  on  you  for  information  touching  the  seizure  of  any  vessels  and  property  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war.  They  also  advise,  in  such  cases,  my  making  spirited  remon- 
strances through  you  to  the  government  of  this  country,  by  whose  authority  such  acts  have  or  may  be 
committed,  and  to  advise  with  you  relative  to  the  best  measures  for  preventing  such  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  and  the  means  of  procuring  respect  for  our  Interests  and  flag.  Being  charged  with  these 
important  cimcerns,  and  having  a  force  adequate  to  the  object,  I  have  to  request  you  will  advise  me 
freely  and  suggest  what  may  be  essential  to  the  ends  desired.  On  my  arrival  at  Lima,  where  it  was 
expected  I  should  have  found  you,  and  been  enabled  to  have  carried  into  effect  these  objects  in  conformity 
with  my  instructions,  you  may  readily  conceive  my  disappointment  on  finding  you  had  departed,  particu- 
larly as  that  was  the  only  quarter  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Lima  appeared  to  require 
our  exertions ;  on  my  anchoring  at  that  place  many  complaints  were  laid  before  me,  with  the  necessajy 
documents,  touching  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  property  of  our  citizens  and  the  imprisoning  of  their 
persons,  many  of  wliich  had  taken  place  under  your  notice.  In  this  state  of  things,  adopting  the  recom- 
mendation of  our  government,  (in  the  only  way  I  was  enabled  to  do  so,)  I  presented  to  the  government 
of  Lima  a  remonstrance  and  requested  a  restitution,  but  without  effect.  In  addition  to  the  particular 
urgency  of  our  fellow  citizens,  the  changes,  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  were  about  to  take 
place  in  that  government,  seemed  also  to  require  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  immediately  to  the 
notice  of  the  government  which  had  authorized  those  acts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


St.  Jago  de  Chili,  January  5,  1823. 

Sir:  Had  it  pleased  you  upon  your  arrival  at  Valparaiso  to  have  made  the  communication  I  yesterday 
had  the  honor  to  receive,  it  would  have  enabled  me,  either  in  person  or  by  letter,  to  have  exhibited  for 
your  information  a  view  of  the  progress  of  the  revolution,  and  the  nature  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the 
jealousies  excited  by  those  preceding  you  in  command;  I  should  have  unfolded  the  course  I  have  adopted, 
together  with  the  motives  swaying  me,  and  have  endeavored  to  produce  an  union  of  measures  directed  to 
the  restoration  of  confidence,  and  to  the  revival  of  that  consideration  we  ought  ever  to  have  maintained. 
I  should  have  offered  my  ideas  of  the  blockade  of  Arica,  or  of  any  other  of  the  intermediate  ports  before 
which  a  vessel-of-war  was  lying,  and  have  shown  that  a  force  in  station  at  any  one  place  competent  as  to 
the  enemy,  was  equally  so  to  the  neutral;  you  might  then,  sir,  upon  consideration,  probably  have  thought 
proper  to  decline  the  protection  afforded  to  the  Pearl  and  other  merchantmen  at  that  place,  and  thus  have 
avoided  collision  so  powerfully  tending  to  defeat  the  eflect  of  the  liberal  and  noble  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  acknowledgment,  sir,  of  the  independence  of  these  people  is  an  act  performed;  as  it  regards  the 
world,  the  responsibility  is  incurred;  they  are  placed  among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  the  peace  of  our 
country  is  involved  in  the  early  conclusion  of  the  struggle.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  rae, 
we  ought  to  study  every  means  to  give  full  weight  to  the  measure,  and  that  it  is  important  to  cultivate 
American  feelings,  to  cherish  a  national  character,  and  to  foster  sentiments  of  good  will. 

I  have  no  information,  sir,  touching  the  seizure  of  vessels  and  property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  other  than  such  as  have  hitherto  been  the  subject  of  discussion;  and  I  know  of  no 
grievances,  either  here  or  in  Peru,  in  which  your  interference  can  avail.  If,  however,  as  you  suggest, 
some  have  arisen  in  the  latter  place,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  advise  a  total  silence  on  your  part,  and  to  leave 
the  redress  to  the  agency  of  the  minister  contemplated  from  the  United  States,  who  may,  by  treaty, 
obtain  full  reparation. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  while  thus  freely  meeting  the  object  of  your  communication,  I  shall  not  have 
awakened   an  unkind   feeling.     The  view  1  had  taken  appeared   to  me  necessaiy,  in  order  to  justify  the 


1826.J  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS- MARTIAL.  563 

negative  courso  I  have  undertaken  to  recommend,  and   it  will  gratify  me  to  learn  that  it  obtains  your 
concurrence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  B.  PEEVOST. 
Captain  Stewart,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  Sc.  dc,  &c. 


United  States  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  January  19,  1823. 
J.  B.  Prevost,  United  States  Agent,  Santiago  de  Chili: 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  very  extraordinary  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th.  A  pressure  of  occupation  has  hitherto  prevented  my  giving  that  attention  to  its  contents  which 
it  seemed  to  demand.  Had  I  found  you  at  the  place  contemplated  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  their  instructions,  you  would  have  received  on  my  arrival  a  letter  similar  to  the  one  addressed  to  you 
on  my  last  arrival  here;  or  had  it  been  known  to  me  where  you  were,  and  an  opportunity  had  afforded, 
you  would  probably  have  had  such  a  letter  addressed  to  you.  If  any  inconvenience,  therefore,  has  arisen 
to  the  service  and  public  interests,  there  can  be  no  diflficulty  in  the  government's  discovering  its  source, 
and  fixing  it  where  it  ought  to  rest. 

Had  you  possessed  the  information  with  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  revolution,  the  nature  of  our 
commerce,  and  a  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  views  of  government,  in  sending  a  naval  force  here  for  its 
protection,  and  a  wish  to  counteract  a  lawless  depredation  on  it,  as  well  as  to  produce  a  revival  of 
consideration  and  respect  for  our  flag,  under  which  you  have  so  long  sheltered,  there  was  no  impediment 
to  your  seeing  me  in  person  by  the  frigate  Constellation,  or  communicating  to  me,  as  you  state  you  knew 
where  I  was,  and  that  I  was  then  a  stranger  in  the  country. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  my  predecessors  in  command  on  this  station  I  have  nothing  to  do; 
and  if  they  have  committed  any  acts  of  grievance  towards  these  governments  and  people,  they  must  seek 
their  redress  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  authority  they  acted.  Had  the 
blockade  of  the  Intermedios  been  known  to  you,  and  had  you  entertained  any  ideas  at  that  time  on  the 
subject,  it  is  very  extraordinary  you  should  not  have  made  them  known  to  Captain  Ridgely,  (then  with 
you  at  Lima),  if  you  even  deemed  it  unworthy  of  my  knowledge.  No  such  communication  is  to  be  found 
in  the  archives  he  left  with  me.  The  ideas,  however,  you  now  entertain,  are  not  in  unison  with  those  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  you  ought  to  know  they  have  expended  too  much  blood  and 
treasure  in  contending  with  Great  Britain  for  just  principles  to  yield  it  now  inconsistently,  however  desir- 
able it  may  be  to  you. 

With  respect  to  the  brig  Pearl,  which  arrived  at  Arica  the  same  day  with  the  Canton,  you  must  be 
badly  informed.  No  protection  was  afforded  by  me  to  that  vessel,  nor  did  any  Peruvian  force  present 
itself  that  required  it.  The  schooner  Sacramento,  of  one  gun,  the  only  vessel  on  that  coast,  and  which 
was  driven  away  by  the  royalists,  made  no  attempt  on  her,  although  the  commander  knew  she  had  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  on  board.  They  were  intended  for  trade  with  the  savages  on  the  northwest  coast, 
and  for  that  trade  she  was  too  well  armed  and  appointed  for  the  Sacramento  to  succeed  against  her. 

I  have  received  no  new  instructions  from  the  government  adapted  to  the  new  state  of  things,  as 
involved  by  an  acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  nor  any  authority  under  which  to  act,  but  those 
I  received  on  my  departure,  and  which  must  continue  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct.  If  the  obedience  I  owe 
to  the  government,  and  the  duties  I  am  bound  to  perform  in  consequence,  should  not  comport  with  the 
erroneous  ideas  of  these  governments  as  respects  justice  to  ourselves,  they  must  blame  none  but  them- 
selves, and  not  attribute  it  to  improper  sentiments  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  myself 
towards  them.  There  was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  government  to  incur  so  much  expense,  in 
sending  a  naval  force  to  this  sea,  which  could  be  so  advantageously  employed  in  suppressing  pirates 
nearer  home,  had  these  governments  aud  the  ofScers  under  their  authority  not  exhibited  so  much  avidity 
in  depredating  on  our  commerce,  imprisoning  our  citizens,  in  fine,  by  exercising  every  unfriendly  act 
towards  those  who  alone  were  their  best  friends;  and  the  fact  of  a  necessity  existing  of  keeping  up  a 
naval  force  in  the  Pacific,  is  a  strong  proof  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  not  willing  to 
abandon  either  their  rights  or  their  commerce  in  this  sea,  and  argues  strongly  the  sense  they  entertain  of 
the  good  will  and  justice  these  governments  have  for  us. 

When  the  contemplated  ministers  arrive,  they  no  doubt  will  be  instructed  how  to  act,  and  I  shall 
receive  corresponding  iustructious  from  the  government,  by  which  my  future  conduct  will  be  regulated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


St.  Jago  de  Chili,  January  26,  1824. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  19th  yesterday  only,  so  that  I  pray  you  not  to 
attribute  the  delay  intervening  between  its  date  and  my  acknowledgment  to  inattention  on  my  part. 
The  irritation  you  exhibit  throughout  is  really  a  source  .of  pain  to  me,  aud  the  more  so  as  I  cannot,  upon 
recurrence  to  mine  of  the  5th,  to  which  it  is  intended  as  an  answer,  discover  aught  to  justify  it.  You  asked 
my  advice;  it  was  incumbent  upon  me  to  give  it;  and  I  did  so  with  the  frankness  our  situation  appeared 
to  me  to  exact.  Captain  Ridgley  was  an  inmate  of  my  house  while  at  Lima;  the  decree  of  blockade  was 
always  upon  the  table,  was  daily  a  subject  of  discussion,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  dissuade  him  from 
its  violation.  In  addition  to  which,  a  printed  copy  was- transmitted  by  me  to  Mr.  Hogan,  anterior  to  your 
arrival,  with  a  request  to  give  it  full  publicity,  aud  if  he  also  omitted  to  mention  it  to  you,  the  responsi- 
bility rests  with  him. 

I  am  really  a  stranger,  sir,  to  those  acts  of  depredation  upon  our  commerce,  and  of  outrage  upon  the 
persons  of  our  citizens,  to  which  you  refer  with  stress,  as  requiring  interference  and  reparation,  and  you 
will  oblige  me  particularly  by  detailing  such  as  have  fallen  within  your  knowledge,  that  I  max  at  least 
notice  them  to  the  Department.     The  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  Macedonian  is  the  only  case  within  my 
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recollection,  and  however  hardly  the  delay  may  operate,  I  doubt  wliether  there  is  any  way  of  extricating 
them  but  by  treaty. 

As  to  the  Pearl,  when  I  alluded  to  her,  it  was  in  common  with  others  sailing  at  the  same  time  from 
Valparaiso,  and  I  regret  that  you  or  I  should  be  so  deceived  as  to  the  object  of  her  visit  to  Arica.  If  my 
information  be  correct,  those  arms  were  landed  from  the  Canton,  and  afterwards  purchased  and  secretly 
put  on  board  the  Pearl,  without  the  knowledge  of  this  government  or  of  Mr.  Hogan,  with  whom  some 
correspondence  had  taken  place  on  this  subject.  It  is  now  also  stated  that  part  of  these  arms  were 
shipped  by  Captain  Smith  on  board  a  schooner  purchased  for  that  purpose  at  Arica  and  sent  to  Chiloe,  a 
circumstance  unimportant  as  to  Smith,  but  as  he  is  .stated  to  have  been  at  the  time  an  inmate  of  the 
Franklin,  and  as  he  still  continues  to  share  your  hospitalities,  it  gives  to  the  transactions,  in  the  eyes  of 
these  people,  an  unfortunate  coloring,  and,  however  improperly,  attaches  to  it  the  protection  of  the  flag 
of  the  United  States. 

Letters  from  Buenos  Ayres  of  the  2d  inst.,  induce  a  belief  that  Mr.  Eodney  has  either  arrived  or  is 
near  that  place  by  this  time.     With  this  information,  sir,  I  ask  leave  to  renew  my  earnest  solicitations 
that  any  motive  to  further  excitement  may  be  avoided,  so  as  to  give  to  his  embassy  full  eifect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  B.  PREVOST. 

Captain  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Cdlao,  May  9,  1823. 
J.  B,  Prevotst,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Agent,  Lima: 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  the  Island  of  Juan  Fernandez  to  Valparaiso  with  this  ship,  Mr.  Hogan  put 
into  my  hands  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of 

The  pain  occasioned  you  by  the  perusal  of  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  19th  of  that 
month,  could  not  have  equalled  that  which  I  felt  on  finding  myself  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  writing  it, 
more  especially  on  finding  my  conduct,  and  that  of  my  predecessors  in  command,  the  cause  of  your  ani- 
madversions. If  either  them  or  myself  have  done  that  which  the  laws  of  nations  do  not  authorize,  it 
belonged  exclusively  to  our  government  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  and  punish  us  as  they  may  consider  the 
case  to  deserve;  hence,  sir,  you  will  readily  conceive  my  surprise  as  well  as  regret  on  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  5th  of  January.  As  I  never  had  the  honor  of  your  personal  acquaintance,  I  trust  you  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  if  any  irritation  has  exhibited  itself  in  my  letter  of  the  19th,  it  would  only 
grow  out  of  that  natural  feeling  originating  in  the  disappointment  of  the  hope  that  our  joint  efforts  would 
contribute  very  materially  towards  the  protection  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  oppression  and  plunder,  and 
thus,  in  sustaining  our  right  to  justice,  preserve  the  honor  of  our  government,  having  no  favors  to 
ask,  and  desiring  no  undue  advantages  over  others. 

With  respect  to  the  Canton,  and  arms  brought  out  by  that  ship  to  Valparaiso,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
refused  her  master  protection  until  they  were  landed,  and  the  cargo  rendered  perfectly  innocent,  and  that 
my  permitting  that  ship  to  accompany  me,  after  that  had  been  done,  was  to  preserve  a  power  over  her, 
and  thereby  prevent  her  doing  any  act  that  would  place  so  valuable  a  property  in  jeopardy,  as  well  as  to 
preserve  her  from  lawless  seizure.  If  the  Pearl  conveyed  any  other  arms  than  those  she  brought  from 
Boston,  (all  of  which  I  have  satisfactory  proofs  remained  on  board  of  her  when  she  departed  from  Arica,) 
I  know  not.  The  Canton's  arms  were  deposited  and  locked  up  in  the  custom  house  stores  at  Valparaiso, 
from  whence,  I  presume,  they  could  not  be  secretly  taken,  as  you  suggest,  and  positive  assurances  had 
been  given  by  the  government  of  Chili  to  the  minister  of  Peru,  that  they  sliould  not  be  exported  unless 
under  ample  bonds,  as  appears  by  the  copy  of  the  correspondence  had  on  that  subject  at  Santiago.  I, 
however,  advised  the  master  of  the  Pearl  not  to  proceed  to  another  belligerent  port,  and  refused  him  con- 
voy. This  advice  and  this  refusal  were  in  consequence  of  the  arms  and  military  stores  then  on  board, 
and  which  he  brought  from  Boston  for  the  purposes  of  his  traffic  with  the  Indians  on  the  northwest  coast, 
and  not  upon  any  presumption  that  he  was  going  to  take  on  board  others  at  Valparaiso,  which,  if  done 
from  the  public  stores  at  Valparaiso  with  so  much  secrecy,  it  could  not  have  come  within  my  knowledge, 
and  it  did  not  belong  to  me  to  prevent  his  going  when  and  whither  he  pleased.  His  voyage  was  not 
interdicted  by  the  laws  of  his  own  country,  and  his  clearance  was  regular  from  Valparaiso. 

As  respects  Capt.  Smith,  I  can  confidently  assure  you  that  he  had  closed  his  business  and  left  Val- 
paraiso in  the  Dolphin  schooner  several  days  before  the  Pearl  arrived  at  that  place;  that  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  that  vessel,  or  any  concern  in  her  cargo  at  any  time.  That  gentleman  has  been  received  by  me 
as  any  other  unfortunate  fellow  citizen  would  have  been,  and  came  to  this  place  with  a  view  to  recover 
his  brig  and  cargo,  seized  by  the  government  of  his  excellency,  the  Protector  San  Martin.  I  have  been 
many  years  intimate  with  him,  and  have  always  believed  his  integrity  unimpeachable,  and  I  assure  you 
I  should  regret  extremely  to  be  numbered  among  those  who  are  prejudiced  against  him  without  reason, 
thereby  adding  to  his  previous  serious  misfortune. 

If  it  is  in  your  power  to  produce  the  objects  had  in  view  by  the  government  without  my  interference 
and  co-operation,  it  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  them  as  well  as  to  myself.  I  enclose  to  you  copies  of 
such  complaints  made  me  by  our  countrymen  as  remain  in  my  hands,  but  the  whole  have  been  transmited, 
long  since,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  more  recent  ones,  I  am  informed  by  Lieut.  Commandant 
Conner,  are  already  before  you.  In  behalf  of  the  brig  Thetis,  there  remains  to  be  recovered  four  thousand 
dollars,  and  a  cable  belonging  to  that  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &e., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


Lima,  May  12,  1823. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  last  evening,  your  note  by  Captain  Conner,  and  hasten  to  assure  you 
that  I  am  sincerely  gratified  by  the  prospect  it  ofi'crs  of  a  communication  that  will  enable  us  to  unite  in 
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promoting  the  several  objects  of  our  government.  The  course  I  advised  as  to  the  grievances  by  you 
heretofore  intimated  to  exist,  was  not  suggested  by  any  desire  of  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  you,  but  solely  by  that  of  avoiding  the  irritating  and  unavailing  discussions  which, 
under  the  impressions  of  those  composing  the  late  junta,  would  inevitably  have  followed;  the  case  of  the 
Thetis  is,  however,  the  only  one  one  among  the  documents  accompanying  your  note  that  claims  attention. 
The  protest  of  Fitch  is  a  gross  misrepresentation,  and  that  in  which  he  has  joined  with  H.  D.  Tracy  would 
only  have  been  made  for  the  purposes  of  deception.  The  fraud  committed  by  Mr.  Tracy  upon  one  of  the 
banks  of  New  York  determined  Mr.  Forbes,  while  I  was  in  Buenos  Ayres,  to  deny  him  access  to  his 
house,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  his  conduct  since  his  arrival  on  this  side  of  the  Andes  has  not  indicated 
any  return  to  principle. 

The  present  chief  magistrate  is  a  patriot,  disposed  to  cherish  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  governments,  and  I  shall  take  a  pleasure  in  making  him  known  to  you  on  any  day  you  may  incline  to 
visit  the  palace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reepect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  B.  PREVOST. 

Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


American  Ship  Canton,  Valparaiso,  April  28,  1822. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  vcssel-of-war,  (national  flag  unknown,)  cruising  off  and  on  this  harbor,  and 
having  understood  that  a  Spanish  frigate  is  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  which,  if  so,  will,  no  doubt,  commit  piratical 
depredations,  and  the  very  valuable  ship  and  cargo  under  my  command  being  the  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  trespassing  on  your  official  capacity,  may  I  request  of  you,  as  commander  of  the 
United  States  naval  force  in  this  sea,  for  the  necessary  protection  to  enable  me  to  continue  my  voyage 
down  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru,  having  no  contraband  of  war  on  board. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant. 


Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  Commander-in-Chief,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


JNO.  O'SULLIVAN. 


It  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed,  to  and  between  Samuel  Chandler  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles 
Stewart  on  the  other,  that  is  to  say,  the  said  Samuel  Chandler  hei'eby  agrees  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the 
said  Charles  Stewart  all  the  frames,  plank,  copper,  sail-cloth,  cordage,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  to  build,  equip,  and 
complete  three  schooner  boats,  with  the  exception  of  running  and  standing  rigging  for  one  boat;  this 
being  completely  and  fully  done  on  the  part  of  said  Samuel  Chandler,  the  aforesaid  Charles  Stewart  doth 
agree  to  build,  equip,  and  complete  the  three  schooner  boats  aforesaid,  and  deliver  two  thereof  to  the 
order  of  said  Samuel  Chandler,  in  the  port  of  Oahu,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  so  soon  as  circumstances 
and  the  nature  of  his  public  duties  will  permit.  The  whole  of  the  materials,  and  two  of  the  schooner 
boats  after  being  completed,  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  aforesaid  Samuel  Chandler,  the  said  Charles  Stewart 
binding  himself  for  nothing  more  than  to  furnish  the  necessary  labor  for  building  and  equipping  the  said 
schooner  boats,  with  the  standing  and  running  rigging  for  one  thereof.  And  it  is  further  understood 
between  the  said  Samuel  Chandler  and  Charles  Stewart  that,  in  consideration  of  the  above  services  being 
performed  by  the  said  Charles  Stewart  as  before  specified,  and  five  hundred  dollars  now  paid  to  Samuel 
Chandler  in  hand,  that  he,  the  said  Samuel  Chandler,  i-elinquishes  to  the  said  Charles  Stewart  one  of  the 
schooner  boats  so  completed  to  the  use  for  ever  of  the  said  Chas.  Stewart. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this  10th  day  of  June,  1822. 

SAMUEL  CHANDLER, 
CHARLES  STEWART. 


Test:  H.  H 


ENRY. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Harbor  of  Arica,  June  10,  1822. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions  this  morning,  we  proceeded  on  board  the  American  brig 
Pearl  (after  she  was  under  way  to  leave  this  place),  for  the  purpose  of  examining  whether  she  had  landed 
arms  at  this  place,  or  had  them  still  on  board,  agreeably  to  the  invoices  of  her  cargo.  We  have  the 
h(mor  to  report,  that  the  master  exhibited  his  papers  and  invoices,  and  after  a  strict  examination  of  the 
hold,  we  found  all  the  arms  remaining  in  the  vessel,  agreeably  to  those  invoices  of  his  cargo,  with  which 
he  proceeded  to  sea,  bound  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  ahd  river  Columbia. 
We  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  HUNTER,  First  Lieutenant. 
THOS.  S.  HAMMERSLEY. 
Com.  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  Pacific  Ocean. 


[Duplicate.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  October  21,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  painful  task  to  inform  you  of  a  transaction  which  took  place  on  board  this  ship  a 

year  past,   and  which  only  came  to  my  knowledge,  through  Lieutenant  Henry,   three  days  since.     It 

appears  that,  by  the  ccmtrivance  of  Mrs.  Stewart,  a  person  was  received  on  board,  at  Callao,  "when  getting 

under  way,  and  secreted  in  the  pantry,  among  the  servants,  until  our  arrival  at  Quilca,  and  through  the 
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dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  first  officer,  kept  from  my  knowledg-e,  whose  special  business  it  was 
to  report  all  persons  on  board  not  belonging  to  the  navy,  and  send  them,  out  of  the  ship,  unless  he  has  my 
orders  and  sanction  for  their  remaining  on  board.  This  circumstance  is  doubly  afilicting  to  me,  as  it  deeply 
involves  a  wife,  whose  conduct  and  confidence  towards  me  ought  to  have  been  diiferent,  and  who  should 
have  preferred  my  duty  to  any  act  of  grace  she  could  possibly  confer  on  another,  at  so  much  hazard  and 
expense  to  all  concerned. 

It  may  also  involve  a  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Lima,  as  he  no  doubt  may  be  some 
person  escaping  from  justice  or  the  laws  of  war,  and  who  could  have  no  possible  claim  on  us  or  our  flag. 
I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  transmit  to  you  this  explanation,  as  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  on  all 
occasions  requiring  it,  when  they  come  to  my  knowledge ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  there  is  no 
part  of  my  orders  which  I  have  more  strenuously  endeavored  to  guard  against  a  violation  of,  than  this; 
and,  in  many  instances,  I  have  refused  passages  to  neutral  persons  (not  strictly  comprehended  in  the 
instructions),  lest  they  should  afterwards  prove,  from  their  transactions,  improper  persons,  confining  the 
indulgence  entirely  to  my  own  countrymen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART. 

To  the  lion.  Smith  Thohpsox,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watihington. 


Translation  of  a  letter  to  3Irs.  Steivaii. 

'My  most  esteemed  friend,  possessing  my  most  ardent  affection,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a 
letter  to  you,  not  being  able  to  go  to  Callao  to  see  you,  and  to  give  you  a  last  embrace.  I  regret  the 
not  seeing  you  excessively,  but  be  persuaded  that  I  can  never  forget  your  amiability  and  the  deserving 
qualities  of  j^our  distinguished  nature;  and  from  the  time  that  I  had  first  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
you  your  friendship  has  been  precious  to  me.  In  whatever  distance  fate  may  place  me  from  you,  your 
remembrance  can  never  be  effaced  from  my  heart.  Under  this  assurance,  depend  always  upon  my  friend- 
ship and  command  my  invariable  will.  The  bearer  of  this  is  a  person  whom  I  esteem,  and  who  is 
desirous  that  I  should  use  my  influence  with  you  in  his  favor  to  obtain  a  passage.  He  will  explain  this 
to  you  himself;  and  if  not  troublesome  to  you,  be  assured  that  you  will  do  a  very  kind  action  to  the  indi- 
vidual whom  I  recommend,  by  granting  his  request.  Excuse  the  freedom  I  take  in  thus  interesting 
myself  with  you,  my  good  friend,  in  his  behalf,  and  write  me  if  you  can  give  him  a  passage,  if  not  incon- 
venient. 

Command  the  services  of  your  most  sincerely  afiectionate, 

THE  COUNTESS  OF  VALLE  ERMOSA. 

My  respectful  expressions  of  regard  to  the  commodore,  and  tell  him  that  I  regret  very  mucli  that  he 
cannot  pass  a  few  days  in  Lima  before  his  departure. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  May  5,  1822. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  23d  of  March,  as  per  duplicate  enclosed,  the  United 
States  frigate  Constellation  has  arrived  at  this  place,  and  leaves  here  in  a  few  days  for  North  America. 
By  the  last  advices  from  Peru  it  appears  that  Admiral  Cochrane,  after  the  fall  of  Callao,  refitted  as  many 
of  his  ships  (say  three)  as  his  means  allowed,  and  proceeded  to  leeward,  along  the  Bay  of  Panama,  down 
to  Acapulco,  in  search  of  two  Spanish  frigates  and  a  sloop  of  war,  all  the  remaining  ships  of  the  royal 
naval  forces  in  this  sea.  It  seems  his  object  in  this  pursuit  was  frustrated  by  the  activity  of  San  Martin 
and  his  agents.  Apprised  by  them  of  Cochrane's  movements,  those  ships  reached  Guayaquil  a  month  or 
six  weeks  after  he  left  there,  and,  by  a  convention  entered  into  with  San  Martin,  the  royal  oflScers  and 
crew  disposed  of  the  ships  to  him,  one  of  which  has  arrived  at  Callao  and  been  given  up,  according  to 
advices  arrived  yesterday;  the  others  remained  at  Guayaquil,  held  as  security  in  deposit  for  the  delivery 
of  the  largest  at  her  port  of  destination.  In  the  meantime  Cochrane  returned  to  Guayaquil,  with  his 
vessels  very  much  shattered  by  Ihc  sdinns   he  ciiciiiiiitcred,  ami   almost  destitute  of  provisions,  where 

finding  the  remaining  frigate  and   slDop-nr-war,  he  touk   inn liatc  jiossession  of  them,  alleging  that  he 

disregarded  such  treaties,  and  t hi ■  ships  ou^'lit  to  behiiig  to  him,  and  it  was  his  squadron  which  forced 
them  to  take  refuge  under  smli  CMiivcntioiis,  and  that  lio  would  take  the  other  whenever  he  could  find  her. 
To  comprehend  this  affair  ymi  must  know  that  twn  of  the  greatest  rogues  existing,  Cochrane  and  San 
Martin,  have  been  co-operating  together  in  the  reduction  of  Lima  and  Callao,  both  narrowly  watching  to 
overreach  each  other.  San  Martin,  desirous  of  reducing  that  city  and  port  under  his  dominion,  kept 
Cochrane  at  his  post  by  only  allowing  him  two  days'  provisions  at  a  time,  and  by  that  means  idtimately 
effected  his  object.  Cochrane,  by  means  of  licenses  to  his  agents  and  partners  in  commerce,  enabled  the 
place  to  hold  out,  and  was  tlins  cinicliing  himself,  while  he  was  defeating  the  object  of  San  Martin,  who, 
by  keeping  him  at  his  post,  |irc\ciiti'd  his  cairving  on  that  scene  of  plunder  along  the  coast  which  he 
otherwise  wimld  have  done,  sheltered  under  the  pretext  of  a  paper  blockade,  and  would  thus  have  enriched 
himself  more  readily  by  plundering  neutrals.  San  Martin,  during  his  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  Lima,  had  col- 
lected a  considerable  sum  of  money  by  plundering  parties  and  the  sale  of  passports,  &c.,  &c.  This  money  he 
prudently  put  on  board  a  vessel  for  safety,  in  case  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  retreating  suddenly. 
Cochrane  seized  upon  this  money  under  the  pretext  that  it  was  necessary  to  pay  his  sailors,  and  thus  an 
open  war  exists  between  them.  San  Martin,  it  is  understood,  has  preferred  several  charges  against 
Cochrane  to  the  government  of  Chili.  That  government  appears  to  approve  of  all  he  has  done,  particu- 
larly the  seizing  on  the  money  and  the  ships.  If  they  are  sincere  there  will  be  war  between  San  Martin 
and  this  country,  but  most  persons  believe  O'Higgins  and  San  Martin  understand  each  other,  and  all  the 
approbation  is  given  out  with  a  view  to  get  back  their  ships,  the  property  and  plunder  Cochrane  has  on 
board,  and  then  to  ruin  him  forever,  as  he  is  a  foreigner  and  a  heretic.  The  latter  I  think  most  probable, 
for  deception  is  their  forte,  and  when  they  profess  most  it  is  necessary  to  be  most  on  your  guard.     Accounts 
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have  also  arrived  by  this  vessel  that  the  brig  Macedonian,  of  Boston,  has  been  condemned  at  Lima  under 
the  same  supposition  that  they  condemned  the  money  taken  from  Captain  Smith,  to  wit,  that  she  belonged 
to  the  Phillippine  Company.  When  they  want  a  thing  they  find  no  diflSculty  in  making  a  pretext,  as  they 
acknowLdge  no  law  but  expediency.  As  the  Arminius  is  daily  expected  to  arrive,  I  purpose  waiting  a 
few  days  for  that  event,  being  under  the  impression  she  may  bring  some  instructions  adapted  to  the  new 
state  of  things  occasioned  by  the  fall  of  Lima.  The  blockade  terminating  with  that  event,  would  seem 
to  render  this  ship's  remaining  out  unnecessary,  unless  government  should  be  desirous  of  enforcing 
rigidly  all  their  neutral  rights,  which  appears  to  me  the  only  mode  of  gaining  the  respect  of  these  people. 
Submission  is  construed  into  fear,  and  they  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  "respect  for  them  and  the 
cause  they  are  engaged  in"  would  induce  any  nation  to  submit,  unless  they  had  higher  interests  to  sub- 
serve. At  all  events,  under  any  state  of  things,  I  would  recommend  to  the  government  to  equip  for  this 
station  two  of  the  sloops-of-war,  say  the  Cyane  and  John  Adams,  without  delay.  Should  any  diiEculties 
take  place,  our  force  would  be  more  suitable  for  the  necessary  protection  on  the  coast  of  2,000  miles;  but 
should  no  difficulties  take  place,  this  ship  could  return  home,  and  one  of  the  sloops  be  stationed  at  Lima 
and  the  other  here;  with  the  schooner  to  pass  between,  it  would  answer  all  the  purposes  that  would  be 
desired  by  the  merchants,  the  principal  one  of  which  is,  a  place  of  deposit  for  their  specie  as  it  arrives 
from  other  ports,  where  it  would  not  be  subject  to  the  seizure  of  every  governor  or  officer  who  chose  to 
lay  violent  hands  upon  it.  The  present  state  of  Panama  would  afford  good  facilities  for  communicating 
with  Washington,  but  to  efiect  it  expeditiously  an  advice  boat  would  be  requisite  on  this  side,  say  a  small 
pilot  boat,  to  be  officered  and  manned  from  this  ship,  which  could  be  rowed  in  the  long  calms  to  which 
the  passage  from  Lima  to  Panama  and  back  is  subject.  It  would,  therefore,  be  advisable  to  send  a 
vessel  of  that  description  round  here,  otherwise  no  communication  could  be  kept  up  by  that  route,  as  it 
takes  two  months  for  a  vessel  of  any  other  description  to  come  from  Panama  to  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Hon.  Smith  Thomson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

CHAS.  HAY,    Chief  Clerk. 
Navy  Department,  October  26,  1824. 


U.  S.  Ship  rRANKLi>f,   ValjMraiso,  January  5,  1823. 
The  honorable  Smith  Thonipson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  the  entire  correspondence  had  with 
Captain  Trunier,  commanding  the  patriot  brig  Belgrano,  at  Quilca,  relative  to  the  American  ship  Canton, 
of  and  belonging  to  New  York.  This  vessel  (the  Belgrano)  arrived  at  Quilca  in  twenty-eight  days  from 
Lima,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1822,  with  two  secret  agents  on  board  to  be  landed  in  tapper  Peru.  On  the 
same  day  the  commander  came  on  board  this  ship  and  inquired  of  me  what  vessels  those  were  in  port. 
I  stated  them  to  be  the  French  ship  Telegraph  and  the  American  ship  Canton.  He  asked  if  the  Canton 
was  a  public  or  a  private  armed  vessel;  I  stated  she  was  a  private,  armed,  merchant  ship.  He  asked  if 
she  had  any  cargo  on  board;  I  replied  she  had  not — her  cargo  had  been  landed  and  she  was  then  in 
ballast,  which,  when  completed,  (in  a  few  days)  she  was  going  to  depart  for  Lima.  On  the  following 
day  he  transmitted  to  me  his  letter  marked  (A),  which  was  replied  to  by  (B),  and  continued  on  to  the 
letter  (G),  inclusive. 

The  want  of  opportunities  to  write  by,  for  the  United  States,  which  rarely  occur,  except  by  whale 
ships  bound  that  way  with  part  of  a  cargo,  and  intending  to  continue  fishing  until  they  complete  the 
whole,  renders  it  so  very  uncertain  when  dispatches  will  reach  you,  that  I  have  been  constrained  to  pro- 
cure myself  a  pilot  boat  schooner  (at  my  own  expense,  but  officered  and  manned  from  this  ship,)  -which 
now  enables  me  to  forward  to  you,  by  way  of  Panama,  the  dispatches.  Tlie  usefulness  of  this  vessel 
will  be  more  evident  to  you,  when  the  various  services  she  has  already  performed  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  orders,  &c. 

After  dispatching  the  Constellation  frigate  and  procuring  my  supplies,  I  proceeded  on  the  22d  of 
May  for  Arica,  as  heretofore  advised  by  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Ramirez,  under  date  of  April 
20th,  taking  under  my  protection  and  convoy  the  ship  Canton,  which  was  all  the  trade  bound  that  way 
then  in  readiness,  except  the  American  brig  Pearl,  to  the  master  of  which  vessel  I  refused  giving  convoy 
in  consequence  of  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war,  constituting  a  part  of  his  cargo,  which  he  acknow- 
ledged he  had  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  northwest  coast.  That  vessel 
and  the  British  brig  Sarah  sailed  the  same  day  from  Valparaiso,  and  arrived  at  Arica  the  same  day  with 
the  Canton,  and  the  day  previous  to  our  entering  the  port  with  this  ship.  From  Arica  I  proceeded  with 
the  Canton  to  Quilca,  where  that  ship  discharged  the  remainder  of  her  cargo,  and  on  the  27th  of  July  I 
left  Quilca  and  proceeded  to  Callao,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2d  August.  On  my  arrival  at  that  place, 
representations  and  complaints  were  laid  before  me  of  the  seizure  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
incarceration  of  some  of  their  persons  by  the  authorities  and  government  of  Lima,  which  I  represented 
to  that  government,  and  transmit  the  result  by  this  conveyance  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State.  If 
the  representation  was  not  made  in  strict  conformity  with  your  instructions,  (through  Mr.  Prevost,)  I 
can  ouly  beg  leave  to  offer  you,  as  reasons  for  so  doing,  the  absence  of  that  gentleman;  the  extreme 
urgency  of  the  complainants;  the  revolution  which  was  about  to  take  place  in  that  government;  the 
minister  of  state,  Monteagudo,  having  been  already  transported  to  Panama,  and  San  Martin,  who,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  foresee,  would  soon  follow  him,  from  his  cruelties  and  oppressions  towards  the  people  of 
that  city  and  province;  it,  therefore,  seemed  desirable  to  make,  and  was  one  of  those  occasions  which 
asked  for,  a  spirited  representation,  to  kee])  alive  any  just  claims  we  might  have  on  the  future  govern- 
ment of  that  place,  as  well  as  to  exhibit  to  them  that  we  are  not  indifl'erent  to  injuries,  and  that  they 
would  not  be  passed  unnoticed. 

On  the  20th  September  the  congress  of  Lima  met,  and  San  Martin  resigned  all  his  authorities;  they 
then  appointed  him  commander-in-chief,  but,  to  their  astonishment,  the  next  day  they  found  he  had 
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embarked  that  night  on  board  the  Belgrano,  taking  with  him  all  the  money  from  the  treasury  and  mint 
(as  I  have  been  informed)  coined  from  the  gold  and  silver  taken  from  the  churches  in  Lima,  for  the 
purposes  of  government,  and  sailed  away.  On  the  30th  September  we  got  under  way,  taking  under  our 
convoy  and  protection  the  American  ship  Chauncey,  of  Baltimore,  and  proceeded  to  Quilca,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  22d  October.  On  the  2d  December  we  left  Quilca,  with  four  American  vessels 
under  our  protection,  and  on  the  29th  arrived  at  this  place,  where  we  found  Valparaiso  had  been 
entirely  destroyed,  on  the  19th  of  November  last,  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  country  in  a  state  of 
revolution. 

It  seems  that  the  provinces  of  Conception  and  Coquimbo,  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Director,  O'Higgins,  and  the  self-created  congress,  together  with  the  troops  under  General  Freyre,  who 
have  received  no  pay  for  the  last  year.  These  provinces  declared  themselves  independent  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Santiago,  and  are  now  iu  arms  against  that  government.  It  will  terminate,  according  to  the 
best  informed  persons,  in  favor  of  Freyre,  as  the  measure  is  popular  throughout  the  country. 

With  respect  to  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Peru  by  the  authorities  of  Lima,  it  only  existed  on 
paper,  as  no  force  was  stationed  there  but  the  schooner  Sacramento  of  one  gun,  from  the  day  we  arrived 
off  Arica  (June  5th)  to  the  8th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano  arrived  there  from 
Lima,  a  coast  extending  seven  degrees  from  north  to  south,  and  as  much  more  from  east  to  west.  Under 
what  pretext  it  was  possible  for  the  government  of  Lima  to  institute  a  blockade  on  so  extensive  ^  coast, 
embracing  many  harbors,  even  with  the  whole  naval  force  they  then  possessed,  (consisting  of  the  brigs 
Pezuela  and  Belgrano,  and  schooners  Cruz  and  Sacramento,)  the  enclosed  paper  marked  A  will  throw  the 
most  light.  The  intrigues  of  the  British,  desirous  of  engrossing  the  trade  of  Upper  Peru,  induced  that 
government  to  exclude  all  others,  under  pretext  of  blockade,  and  thus  enabled  them  to  sell  the  exclusive 
trade  to  those  merchants. 

I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  declaration  of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  ship 
Canton,  since  obtained  in  addition  to  Mr.  Ward's,  which  accompanies  the  correspondence  with  the 
minister  of  state:  also,  the  report  of  Lieutenants  Hunter  and  Hammersley,  of  this  ship,  who  searched,  by 
my  orders,  the  brig  Pearl  as  she  was  departing  from  Arica. 

Tlie  expedition  for  Upper  Peru  embarked  and  left  Callao  on  the  15th  and  llth  October  last,  consisting 
of  4,500  men;  the  residue  marched  towards  lea,  composed  of  1,500  of  the  Columbian  troops  from  Guaya- 
quil, 500  lancers,  and  a  regiment  raised  from  plantation  negroes,  about  600  strong,  (every  third  male  of 
the  slaves  having  been  taken  to  form  this  corps;)  no  troops  remained  at  Lima,  and  Callao  was  garrisoned 
by  the  livicos,  (militia  of  Lima.) 

A  short  time  will  decide  the  fate  of  this  expedition,  as  their  means  of  fitting  it  out  were  very  limited. 
They  had  only  provisions  to  carry  them  to  Arica;  the  troops  discontented  as  well  as  most  of  the  ofiBcers, 
having  received  little  or  no  pay  since  San  Martin  became  Protector.  The  opposing  party  had  left  nothing 
■within  100  miles  of  the  coa.st;  all  was  waste,  and  destitute  of  domestic  animals.  About  800  horses  were 
sent  them  from  this  place,  which  is  all  the  succor  they  could  afford  them,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of 
things  here.  It  would  not  be  rash  to  predict  its  failure;  and,  in  that  case,  Lima  will  revert  to  the 
royalists. 

By  the  best  information  I  could  get,  when  in  Upper  Peru,  the  inhabitants  were  generally  in  favor  of 
being  independent  of  Spain,  but  they  were  also  as  generally  opposed  to  acquiring  it  through  the  invasion 
of  San  Martin,  his  character  and  conduct  being  too  well  known  to  them  to  render  it  desirable  to  come 
Tinder  his  sway.  Thus,  if  Peru  has  not  been  independent  of  Spain  long  since,  it  is  owing  to  the  invasion 
of  San  Martin  and  Admiral  Cochrane,  which  united  the  greater  part  of  Lower  Peru,  and  all  of  Upper  Peru 
against  them ;  even  the  Viceroy  would  not  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  this  respect,  as  he  finds  the 
supineness  of  the  Spanish  government  has  left  them  to  their  fate. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  correspondence  of  Lieuts.  Henry  and  Connor,  on  the  subjects  they 
were  charged  with  at  Guayaquil;  also,  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry  on  Lieut.  Sawyer,  of  the 
schooner  Dolphin.  Lieut.  Mayo,  of  this  ship,  who  conveys  these  dispatches  by  way  of  Panama,  has,  in 
his  possession,  a  yjass  I  have  procured  from  General  Bolivar,  which  he  will  deliver  to  you,  and  which  can 
be  made  use  of  should  j'ou  find  it  necessary  to  transmit  to  this  quarter  any  dispatches. 

This  gentleman's  health,  while  on  board  the  Dolphin,  to  which  he  was  attached,  was  such  (owing 
to  her  confined  state)  as  required  his  returning  home  last  year;  he,  howevei-,  volunteered  to  remain  out 
if  on  board  this  ship,  so  long  as  his  health  would  permit,  and  his  services  could  be  advantageous.  His 
high  standing  with  the  Department,  and  the  continued  services  he  has  heretofore  rendered  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  those  whose  command  he  has  been  under,  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  on  this  occa- 
sion than  to  confirm  their  good  report,  and  request  towards  him  the  notice  of  the  Department.  I  have 
directed  Lieut.  Henry  (to  whom  I  have  given  the  command  of  the  dispatch  boat)  to  stop  at  Lima,  on  his 
way  to  Panama,  and  receive  any  dispatches  Lieutenant  Commandant  Connor  may  have  for  you,  which 
will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  latest  advices  from  that  quarter.  Towards  Lieut.  Henry  I  also  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  your  notice,  whose  attentions  and  activity  on  the  service  in  this  sea  deserve  my 
commendation.  And  in  case  of  any  reduction  of  the  navy,  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  all  the  oflScers  in 
this  ship  will  merit  your  consideration  in  any  selection  that  may  be  made  for  retention;  all  have  hitherto 
conducted  properly  and  merit- my  approbation. 

Admiral  Cochrane  has  resigned  the  service,  and,  yesterday,  embarked   all  his  baggage  and  effects 
preparatory  to  leaving  this  place.     He  has  given  out  that  he  is  invited  into  the  service  of  Brazil,  and  is 
going  to  take  command  of  the  naval  forces  of  that  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franki.ix,  niparaigo,  April  16,  1822. 
To  hin  excellency  the  Supreme  Director  of  Chili: 

M.\Y  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  ExcEi.LE.vcY:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  about  to  dispatch  to  North 
America  the  frigate  Constellation,  Captain  Ridgely,  by  which  vessel  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  me  to 
transmit,  and  pleasing  to  my  government  to  receive,  any  and  all  the  information  relating  to  the  seizure 
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and  detention  of  two  sums  of  money  belong-in.i:^  to  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  and  taken  possession  of 
by  and  under  the  autliority  of  Vice-Adniir;il  C(jeiirauo,  comniander-in-cliief  of  the  naval  forces  of  Chili. 
The  first  seizure  took  place,  in  part,  on  sliorc,  near  the  riv(>r  Baranca,  and  the  other  part  was  taken  from 
the  neutral  vessel  Gazelle,  in  May,  1819,  and  c<jiistituting  together,  in  plata  pina  and  dollars,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  dollars.  The  second  was  taken  possession  of  by  and  under  the 
same  authority  of  Vice- Admiral  Cochrane,  in  the  valley  of  Citara,  in  May,  1821,  constituting,  in  bars  of 
silver  and  dollars,  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  four  hundred  dollars;  all  of  which  was  under  the  control 
and  direction  of  Eliplialet  Smith,  master  of  the  American  brig  Macedonian,  who  then  was,  and  now  is,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Considering  the  long  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  seizure  of  the  property,  and  the  repeated 
applications  that  have  been  made  by  my  predecessor  in  command,  and  the  conmiercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Valparaiso,  to  the  authorities  of  Chili,  without  any  satisfactory  response  having  been  made  on 
this  subject;  that  it  is  claimed  as  property  of,  and  belonging  to,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
ample  time  has  elapsed  to  enable  the  autlioiities  si'lziiig  and  detaining  it  to  pr(iv<'  their  right  so  to  do; 
and,  considering  the  honorable  sympathy  felt  liy  the  (i'lverument  and  people  of  tln'  I'niti'd  States  towards 
the  patriots  of  South  America,  in  tiieir  stru,L;'glr  I'or  independence,  I  feel  persuaded  that  your  excellency 
will  acquiesce  in  the  right  we  have  to  expi'ct,  that  justice  will  not  be  delayed  or  denied  them. 

As  it  comports  with  the  li<'st  interests  ami  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate  a  good 
understanding  with  all  goveniincnts  and  penpie,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  amity,  to  e.xhaust  all  amicable 
means  for  obtaining  justice  for  its  citizens, — in  this  spirit,  and  entertaining,  in  common  with  my  fellow 
citizens  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  high  opinion  of  the  very  many  excellent  qualities  you 
possess,  and  the  desire  you  have  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  the  United  States,  I  have 
availed  myself  of  this  occasion  to  ask,  for  the  information  of  my  government,  whether  the  property 
seized,  as  above,  will  be  restored,  with  suitable  damages;  or,  whether  judgments  have  been  given  in  the 
prize  courts  condemning  the  same,  and,  if  so,  to  ask  a  copy  of  the  judgments,  that  I  may  lay  before  them 
the  grounds  of  such  condemnation. 

In  bringing  to  the  notice  of  your  excellency  the  above  acts,  committed  on  land  by  the  authority  of 
the  naval  forces  of  Chili,  1  would  also  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  more  recent  act  committed  on 
the  water  by  the  military  authorities  at  Talcahuano,  in  the  province  of  Conception.  Although  some 
color  of  pretext  might  be  assumed  for  the  seizure  of  neutral  property  in  the  territory  of  an  enemy;  yet, 
no  pretext  whatever  could  exist  for  the  violent  seizure  of  neutral  property  on  board  a  friendly  vessel, 
within  the  port  and  territory  of  Chili.  As  the  act  was  committed  without  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Chili,  it  was  hoped  and  expected  that  immediate  restitution  of  the  property  taken  would  have 
followed  the  decree  of  your  excellency,  and  a  suitable  punishment  would  have  been  inflicted  on  the 
authors  of  that  outrage,  so  nearly  allied  to  piracy  by  its  character  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
executed. 

May  I  ask  of  your  excellency,  for  the  information  of  my  government,  whether  it  is  contemplated  by 
the  authorities  of  Chili  to  do  anything  more  in  the  above  case  of  the  ship  Ocean,  Captain  Pinkham,  whose 
declaration  you  will  receive,  enclosed,  for  your  excellency's  information? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


[Translation.] 

Eliplialet  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  prompted,  no  doubt,  by  a  lively  interest 
in  whatever  may  be  beneficial  to  his  country  or  its  citizens,  and  animated  with  a  generous  sympathy  in 
the  concerns  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  with  whom  he  has  been  for  some  time  associating  in 
mercantile  transactions;  and  whereas,  said  Smith,  by  his  residence  here,  has  had  an  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness the  good  faith  of  this  government  in  tlie  fulfillment  of  all  its  engagements,  and  to  mark  its  invariable 
respect  and  courtesy  to  all  foreigners,  in  conformity  to  the  established  usages  of  Spain,  adopted  by  the 
noble  magnanimity  of  her  policy,  the  said  Smith  hath  expressed  a  wish  to  this  royal  government  that 
articles  of  agreement  should  be  entered  into  which  shall  secure  to  his  countrymen  the  right  to  land  their 
goods  and  merchandise  from  their  vessels  upon  this  coast,  and  from  which,  great  and  mutual  advantages 
are  to  be  derived  by  both  the  parties  contracting.  In  furtherance  of  this  meritorious  proposal,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  sanction  it  with  all  the  faculties  which  have  been  entrusted  to  me  by  his  excellency  the  Vice- 
King;  and  having  no  doubt  that  your  excellency,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  derives  powers  correspondent  to  my  own  in  this  behalf  from  your  government,  there  seems  to  be 
no  difliculty  in  our  agreeing  upon  such  terms  as  may  appear  most  advantageous  to  both  nations.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  such  an  arrangement  might  be  made  without  delay  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  have  a 
personal  interview.  But  I  apprehend  this  to  be  impracticable,  since  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  you  to 
leave  your  squadron,  and  it  is  improper  for  me  to  absent  myself  from  the  front  of  my  troops. 

I  propose,  therefore,  that  your  excellency  send  some  vessel-of-war  to  the  port  of  Molliendo,  under  the 
command  of  an  officer,  or  with  some  other  person  on  board  in  the  confidence  of  your  excellency,  clothed 
■with  full  powers  to  treat  with  me  on  this  interesting  subject;  upon  which  we  may  agree  to  articles  of 
arrangement  that  shall  result  so  beneficially  as  to  place  us  in  grateful  remembrance  with  those  who  shall 
successively  participate  in  them,  and  prove  us  both  more  worthy  of  the  nations  we  represent. 
I  shall  ever  be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  JUAN  RAMIREZ. 

The  CoMiiAxriER-iN-CHiEF  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Pacific. 

Aeequii'a,  February  25,  1822. 
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Navy  Department,  August  18,  1825. 
I  certify  tliat  the  preceding-  is  a  copj'  of  a  paper  ]nirportiiig-  to  be  a  translation  of  a  document  marked 
C,  which  acc(ini])anied  a  communication  "from  C<mimodore  Charles  Stewart  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  May  od,  1822,  the  oritirinal  ol' which  is  on  tile  in  this  Department. 

JOHN  BOYLE. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fraxklix,  Valparaiso,  April  20,  1822. 
To  his  excellency  Juan  Ramirez,  comvmnder-in-chitf  of  H.  G.  Majesty^ s  forces  in  TJpj)er  Peru: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  directed  to  me  under  date  of 
the  25th  of  February  last,  inviting  me  to  arrange  and  agree  upon  articles  for  tlie  future  commercial  inter- 
course between  his  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  provinces  in  Peru  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  invariable  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  leaving  to  foreign  powers  the  free 
enjoyment  of  commerce  with  its  ports,  precludes  the  possibility  of  granting  to  the  authorities  of  Peru 
an  equivalent  for  any  relaxation  they  may  deem  proper  to  grant  from  the  rigid  colonial  policy  of  his  Most 
Catholic  Majesty.  In  this  state  of  things,  should  his  higimcss,  the  Viceroy  of  Peru,  deem  it  proper 
(for  the  commerce  of  the  provinces  and  for  the  facilitating  their  essential  supplies)  to  rescind  those 
existing  restrictions,  and  moderate  the  excessive  duties  hitherto  impused  on  the  imports  and  exports  to 
the  provinces,  towards  neutral  powers,  it  will  afibrd  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  from  his  highness  the 
same  and  transmit  it  to  my  government  for  their  information,  as  one  of  those  neutrals  towards  whose 
commerce  such  relaxation  has  taken  place.  The  strict  neutrality  adhered  to  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  during  the  contest  carrying  on  in  South  America  between  the  contending  parties,  was,  at 
all  times,  an  assurance  to  both  that  their  commerce  was  equally  open  to  each,  under  the  sanction  of 
neutrality  and  the  laws  of  nations,  whenever  either  party  was  disposed  to  receive  the  same,  and  extend 
towards  it  that  protection  and  reciprocity  of  convenience  and  facility  which  constitute  the  basis  of 
mutual  benefit  and  intercourse.  Therefore,  should  his  highness,  the  Viceroy,  be  desirous  of  placing  the 
intercourse  with  the  provinces  of  Peru  in  that  unshackled  state  which  will  enable  neutral  merchants  to 
trade  therewith  without  a  certain  hazard  of  loss,  I  can  assure  your  excellency  it  will  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  the  organ  of  communication  to  whatever  may  be  mutually  beneficial  to  our  respective 
nations.  That  sufficient  time  may  be  allowed  to  enable  your  excellency  to  lay  before  his  highness,  the 
Viceroy,  this  communication  for  his  consideration,  I  dispatch  one  of  the  vessels-of-war  under  my  com- 
mand, and  shall  shortly  touch  at  Arica,  in  this  ship,  to  receive  any  further  communications  you  may 
deem  proper  to  make. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  respect,  with  which, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 


Si  nor  Comandante  de  las  Fuerzas  Navales  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Arequipa,  Junio  3  de  1822. 
Muy  Seiior  mio  de  tode  mi  aprecio:  Como  V.  S.  se  sirvio  comunicarme  su  pronta  llegada  d  esta  costa' 
aproveciio  este  motive  que  me  proporciona  la  ocasion  de  saludarlo,  avisarle,  que  su  pliego  lo  dirigi  al 
Exmo.  Senor  Virey,  cuya  contestacion  espero,  y  afrecerle  mis  respetos,  y  la  fina  propension  que  me 
asiste  emplearme  en  su  beneplacito  con  una  voluntad  sincera  y  espresiva.  Asi  vea  V.  S.  que  se  le  ofrece, 
seguro  de  que,  pendieute  de  mi  arbitrio,  sera  servido  por  su  afmo.     Q.  B.  S.  M. 

JUAN  RAMIREZ. 

Anticipd  il  V.  S.  mis  respetos  en  Arica,  reservilndome  instruirle  la  contestacion  del  Exmo.  Seiior 
Virey  4  la  que  le  acompaiie  de  V.  S.  mismo  sobre  el  arreglo  propuesto  en  beneficio  del  comercio  y  utilidad 
de  las  Naciones  d  que  pertenecemos.  Sin  haberla  recibido  aun  se  me  anticipa  la  noticia  del  arribo  del 
Navio  Franklin,  de  su  maudo  a  Quilca,  puerto  mas  inmediato  de  mi  cuartel  General,  y  no  puedo  menos 
de  valver  a  repetir  a  V.  S.  mis  consideraciones,  y  dirigir  un  oficial  que  se  las  ofrezca  a  mi  nombre.  Si 
V.  S.  haciendo  un  franco  uso  de  mis  ofrecimientos  me  presentare  la  ocasion  agradable  de  egercitar  en  su 
obsequio  mi  persona  y  facultades,  yo  la  aprovecharia  desde  luego  haciendome  en  ello  el  mas  alto  honor; 
pero  seguramente  siento  rechimar  antes  la  generosidad  de  V.  S.  y  su  proteccion  en  favor  de  un  General 
que  despues  de  haber  cumplido  sus  deberes,  cansado  de  las  fatigas  a  que  lo  han  necesitado  sus  mismos 
servicios,  tiene  su  Pasaporte  para  restituirse  a  Europa  y  desea  incorporarse  eu  el  seno  de  su  familia. 
Todo  depende  de  que  V.  S.  se  decida  il  franquearme  su  proteccion  para  realizar  idea  tan  justa,  que  en 
nada  compromete  su  neutralidad  respecto  de  los  partidos  en  Am(5rica.  Prestese  pues  a  ello,  por  el  consejo 
de  su  corazon  generoso,  y  por  la  mediacion  del  amigo  Smith,  que  no  dudo  interponga  su  influjo  en  mi 
favor. 

Dies  que  ii  V.  S.  ms.  as.  Cuartel  General  en  Arequipa,  Junio  29  de  1822. 

JUAN  RAMIREZ. 


Translation  of  the  above. 


I  forwarded  my  respects  from  Arica,  reserving  for  some  future  time  to  inform  you  of  the  reply  of  his 
excellency,  the  Viceroy,  to  the  letter  which  your  honor  addressed  to  me,  and  wliicli  I  forwarded  to  him, 
respecting-  the  proposed   arrangement  in  behalf  of  commerce,  and   for  the  benefit  of  the  nations  to  which 
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we  belong.  Without  liaving  as  yet  received  said  answer,  I  am  informed  of  the  arrival,  at  Quilca,  of  the 
ship  Praniilin  under  your  command,  a  port  nearer  to  my  head-quarters,  and  I  can  do  no  less  than  to 
reiterate  to  your  honor  my  considerations,  and  to  send  an  officer  to  offer  them  in  my  name.  If  your 
honor,  frankly  accepting  my  offers,  should  afford  me  the  pleasing  opportunity  of  exercising,  in  your  behalf, 
my  person  and  my  iuliuence,  I  would  avail  myself  of  it  at  once,  considering  it  a  great  honor;  but,  really, 
I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity,  beforehand,  to  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  your  honor,  and  to  solicit 
your  protection  in  behalf  of  a  general  who,  having  performed  his  duty,  and  worn  with  the  fatigues  which 
the  discharge  of  those  very  duties  has  brought  upon  him,  has  his  passport  to  return  to  Europe,  where  he 
desires  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family.  All  depends  upon  your  honor  deciding  to  grant  mo  your 
protection  in  order  to  realize  so  just  a  wish,  which  in  no  wise  compromises  your  neutiality  respecting  the 
parties  in  America.  Yield,  then,  to  my  request — to  the  dictates  of  your  generous  heart,  and  through  the 
mediation  of  friend  Smith,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  use  his  influence  in  my  behalf. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JUAN  RAMIREZ. 

Head-Quarters  in  Areql'ipa,  June  29,  1822. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  off  Quilca,  July  12,  1822. 
To  his  excellency  Lieutenant  General  Ramirez,  commander-in-chief,  dbc,  &c.,  Arequipa: 

The  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  20th  ult.,  by  some  accident  was  not 
received  until  yesterday.  I  was  in  hopes  that  by  the  early  opportunity  in  which  I  had  dispatched  Mr. 
Eliphalet  Smith  with  my  reply  to  your  excellency's  letter  transmitted  me  by  that  general,  dated  the  25th 
of  February  last,  that  I  should  havr  received  by  this  time  any  propositions  his  excellency,  the  Vice-King, 
might  wish  to  make  through  me  to  I  he  (mi\ii  nment  of  the  United  States,  for  the  regulation  of  the  com- 
merce of  our  citizens.  Under  the  Kii|iiiiisitii)ii  tliat  his  excellency  declines  anything  further  on  that  subject, 
I  beg  leave  to  apprise  your  excellency  tiiat  ray  stay  at  this  place  will  be  made  as  short  as  possible,  and 
only  long  enough  to  place  the  funds  of  my  fellow-citizens  on  board  this  ship,  which  is  collecting  in 
Arequipa,  and  on  its  way  to  that  place  from  the  mines  in  the  vicinity.  Your  excellency  will  render  a 
service  to  the  object  of  my  government  in  this  sea,  by  your  influence  with  his  excellency  the  delegate  of 
Arequipa,  to  expedite  by  affording  all  necessary  facilities  to  this  object:  by  dispatching  it  to  the  coast, 
within  the  province  of  his  authority. 

In  replying  to  that  part  of  your  excellency's  letter  for  a  passage  in  this  ship,  I  have  to  observe  that 
it  will  be  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  meet  your  wishes.     Our  station  in  this  sea  will  continue  for  two 
years,  in  intercourse  with  various  ports,  all  of  which  are  in  a  belligerent  state.     Your  excellency  will 
perceive  the  impropriety  of  affording  you,  as  a  neutral,  the  accommodation  which  you  desire. 
I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurance,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fraxklix,  Harbor  of  Callao,  August  9,  1822. 
To  his  excellency  the  Marquis  of  Truxillo,  supreme  delegate  of  the  government  of  Lima,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.: 

I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency,  that,  since  my  arrival  in  this  port,  complaints  have 
been  made  to  me  by  several  of  my  fellow-citizens,  of  the  injustice  and  injuries  thoj'  have  sustained  in 
their  persons  and  property,  by  the  authorities  and  government  of  Lima,  from  the  illegal  seizure  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes,  or  their  proceeds,  and  the  imprisoning  of  some  of  their  persons  without  just  cause 
or  pretext  other  than  as  coercive  measures,  to  compel  a  relinquishment  of  their  property. 

Confiding  in  the  justice  of  the  government  of  Lima,  and  sensible  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  given  no  grounds  for  acts  so  hostile  to  their  national  rights,  and  so  injurious  to  their  interests, 
I  feel  persuaded  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  present  the  cases  to  the  government  of  Lima,  to  insure  the 
restitution  of  the  property  so  unjustly  detained  from  my  fellow-citizens,  with  suitable  compensation  for 
the  damages  they  have  sustained  in  consequence,  and  such  orders  to  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lima  as  will  effectually  prevent,  in  future,  the  imprisonment  and  duress  of  their  persons,  so 
highly  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  from  a  government  professing  friendship  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  arc  so  justly  entitled  to  it  from  the  respect  and  sympathy  they  have  always 
shown  towards  the  cause  and  patriots  of  South  America. 

By  the  memorial  and  protest  of  Stephen  B.  Howe,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  late  supercargo 
of  the  brig  Macedonian,  of  Boston,  and  John  B.  Jones,  chief  officer  of  that  brig,  it  appears  that  on  the 
28th  of  February  last,  that  vessel  was  forcibly  taken  possession  of  by  officers  and  soldiers  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  government  of  Lima;  that  four  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  Macedonian  brig  were 
conducted  to  prison;  that  the  officers  of  said  brig  were  turned  on  shore  by  the  guard  on  the  13th  of  April, 
after  which  the  cargo  of  cocoa  was  landed,  which,  together  with  the  remaining  cargo  on  shore,  brought 
from  China,  in  the  brig,  as  also  the  proceeds  of  such  part  as  had  been  disposed  of,  was  condemned  by 
some  secret  tribunal  or  inquisition,  and  the  whole  applied  to  the  necessities  of  the  State;  and  the  brig 
Macedonian  fitted  out  as  a  national  cruiser,  and  has  since  sailed  under  the  authority  and  flag  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lima.  Under  this  state  of  things,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  claim  from  the  justice  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lima  restitution  of  the  brig  Macedonian,  aud  the  cargo  she  brought  from  China  to  Callao,  in 
proceeds  or  otherwise,  as  also  the  cargo  of  cocoa  on  board  at  her  seizure,  or  full  value  for  the  whole 
thereof,  with  suitable  damages  for  its  unjust  detention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  consideration  and  respect. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

C.  STEWART. 


572  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  283. 


Callao  Harbor,  August  20,  1822. 
To  his  excellency  Francisco  Valdiviedo,  viinister  of  state  of  Peru: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  would,  were  it  nece.ssary,  most  sensibly  appreciate  the  motives 
and  condescension  of  the  government  of  Lima  in  extending  toward.s  the  only  representative  the  United 
States  have  at  this  place  the  special  favor  of  replying-  to  his  appeals  to  your  sense  of  justice  in  behalf 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  notwithstanding  the  decree  of  his  excellency  the  Protector  of  Peru.  If  I  compre- 
hend the  spirit  and  intention  of  that  decree,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  considering  it  in  conformity 
with  tlie  laws  of  nations,  and  as  binding  only  on  those  neutrals  and  strangers  residing  in  the  country, 
and  enjoying  the  protection  of  its  laws,  but  by  no  means  MhiliiiL;-  on  thusc  transient  strangers  who  are 
not  subject  to  the  laws,  further  than  is  necessary  for  the  inteiiial  peace  and  cjuiet  thereof. 

Although  this  case  refers  to  personal  interest,  yet  there  are  circumstances  attending  the  transaction, 
involving  essential  principles  of  international  law,  as  well  as  important  individual  and  national  interests; 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  feel  too  sensibly  the  claims  their  citizens  have  on  their  protec- 
tion, not  to  be  aware  how  far  their  dignity  is  concerned  in  aflbrding  it. 

Your  excellency  states  that  this  case  has  been  discussed  and  adjudged  in  the  hearing  of  the  parties 
concerned;  but  you  will  perceive  by  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  protest  of  one  of  the  parties,  that 
this  was  not  the  case,  and  that  his  prayer  for  a  suspension  of  the  trial,  until  the  arrival  of  the  principal 
evidence,  and  the  original  documents  essential  to  a  defence,  was  disregarded. 

Your  excellency  also  states,  that  the  brig  Macedonian  was  sequestered  as  the  property  of  Don  Jose 
Arismendi,  whose  share  in  the  vessel  and  cargo  was  of  more  value  than  the  whole  property  seized.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  discover  how  your  excellency  renders  a  share  greater  than  the  amount  seized,  unless  you 
consider  the  part  of  the  cargo  landed  at  Arica  as  constituting  a  part  of  his  share;  and  that  you  seized 
the  shares  of  others  in  this  vessel  and  cargo,  because  that  which  belonged  to  Arismendi  was  not  within 
your  reach.  This  would  be  setting  up  a  principle  so  contrary  to  every  rule  of  justice,  that  I  trust  there 
is  no  government  existing  capable  of  adopting  it.  If  Arismendi  owned  any  part  of  the  brig  and  her 
cargo,  it  is  susceptible  of  proof,  and  it  remains  for  the  government  of  Lima  to  furnish  those  proofs  for 
the  information  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Your  excellency  states  that  the  permission  for  the  expedition  of  this  vessel  from  Canton  to  Callao 
was  negotiated  with  the  enemy  by  Arismendi  and  Captain  Smith:  they  having  paid  to  that  enemy,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  war,  certain  sums  of  money  in  advance  of  duties,  and  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  said 
Smith  ought  to  have  religiously  observed.  By  the  documents  herewith  transmitted,  no  such  fact  appears, 
but  the  reverse.  They  show  that  Arismendi  made  the  contract  with  the  government  then  existing,  and 
that,  if  any  money  was  advanced,  he  alone  paid  it;  that  Smith's  contract  was  with  Arismendi,  for  the 
benefit  of  which,  Arismendi  was  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  voyage,  and  no  money  was  paid 
by  Smith  to  Arismendi  or  the  government;  consequently,  Smith  committed  no  breach  of  neutrality,  as 
your  excellency  has  alleged.  The  recent  contracts  entered  into  by  the  government  of  Lima  with  certain 
merchants,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  in  British  vessels  with  the  ports  of  your  enemies  at  the  Interrae- 
dios,  would  not  constitute  a  justifiable  cause  for  seizing  and  confiscating  those  vessels  and  cargoes  by 
your  enemy,  under  the  pretext  that  those  contracts  had  violated  their  neutrality,  although  the  considera- 
tion money  should  be  applied,  as  it  may  be,  to  the  support  of  the  war. 

Your  excellenc}'  states  that,  it  being  necessary  to  detain  some  individuals  who  were  on  board,  to 
prosecute  a  judicial  investigation,  the  four  seamen  were  of  course  detained  f.ir  that  purpose,  and  that 
this  act  cannot  be  considered  as  oppressive.  Where  habits  of  incarceiatiii--  loicigners  prevail,  I  make 
no  doubt,  the  consideration  and  feelings  of  those  practicing  such  hal)its  liec<inie  seared  to  their  oppres- 
sion. ^  To  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  not  forfeited  their  liberty  under  the  laws,  imprison- 
ment is  particularly  oppressive,  and  extremely  obnoxious  to  their  government,  and  so  far  as  they  were 
essential  to  the  prosecution  then  contemplated,  the  very  act  of  incarceration  destroys  the  validity  of  their 
evidence,  and  renders  all  they  do  and  say  a  nullity  in  the  eyes  of  justice;  for,  those  who  have  suffered 
personal  injury  ami  insult,  and  stand  in  personal  fear,  are  not  the  tools  by  which  justice  works  her  ends. 

By  the  aeeoiiipanying  documents  it  will  appear  that  the  following  facts  are  established  as  regards 
the  brig  Macedonian  and  her  cargo: 

First.  That  the  brig  Macedonian  belongs  to  John  S.  Ellcry,  of  Boston,  and  Philip  Mercier,  of  Balti- 
more, citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Seerind.  That  the  cargo  belonged  in  part  to  Pacqua,  a  Hong  merchant  in  Canton,  and  several  citizens 
of  the  rniteil  States,  by  whom  the  cargo  was  shipped  in  Canton. 

Tliinl.  That  (he  case  is  not  a  seizure  under  the  common  law,  or  a  litigation  between  the  citizens  of 
one  State  and  the  citizens  of  another  State,  but  a  seizure  by  the  government  of  Lima  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  neutrality. 

Fourth.  That  no  contract  was  made  by  E.  Smith  with  the  former  government  of  Lima,  and  that  E. 
Smith  has  never  paid  on  account  of  such  contract  to  the  former  government  of  Lima  one  dollar,  in 
advance  of  duties  or  otherwise,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

Fifth.  That  E.  Smith  made  a  contract  with  Arismendi  for  their  mutual  benefit,  but  wholly  prospec- 
tive on  their  part,  as  said  Smith  was  not  obliged,  and  did  not  pay  to  Arismendi  one  dollar  on  account 
of  the  said  contract. 

Sixth.  That  Arismendi  failing  to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract,  it  became  null  and  void,  and 
released  E.  Smith  fully  and  effectually  from  all  obligations  on  his  part,  in  consequence  of  which  B. 
Smith  went  to  Arica,  and  not  to  Callao,  as  the  coutraet Oliligccl  him  to  do;  from  whence  he  sent  the  brig 
to  Callao,  with  such  parts  of  the  cargo  as  were  Udt  sniteil  tu  any  oilier  market. 

Seventh.  That  his  property  was  condemned  contrary  to  the'  rules  of  justice,  which  require  that  the 
claimants  should  be  heard  in  its  defence,  and  that  time  should  bo  allowed  to  produce  all  the  evidence 
essential  to  such  defence. 

Eighth.  That  part  of  the  crew  M^cre,  without  justifiable  cause,  taken  forcibly  to  prison,  and  there 
confined,  not  for  the  ends  of  justice,  but  for  such  purposes  as  are  generally  the  object  in  such  cases  of 
incarceration. 

The  foregoing  facts  being  sufficiently  established  by  the  evidence  transmitted,  common  justice 
towards  a  friendly  and  neutral  power  would  seem  to  require  the  restitution  of  the  property  thus  unjustly 
taken,  as  due  to  the  citizens  of  a  country  whose  government  has  shown,  at  all  times,  the  most  friendly 
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respect  for  the  rifrhts  of  the  patriots  of  South  America,    and  who  only  desire   a  reciprocity  of  respect 
towards  (lieir  own  flag. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  high 

Consideration  and  respect  with  which  I  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c-., 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Note  of  documents  transmiUed. 
No.  1.  Attested  copy  of  protest. 

No.  2.  Attested  copy  of  Arismendi's  contract  with  the  former  government  of  Lima. 
No.  3.  Attested  copy  of  Smith's  contract  with  Arisniondi. 
No.  4.  Attested  copy  of  Smith's  declaration. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fr-vkklin,  of  Callao,  September  26,  1822. 
Tu  hin  excellency  Francisco  Valdeviedo,  minister  of  state  of  Peru: 

I  have  delayed  replying  to  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid 
changes  which  seem  to  have  taken  place  in  the  government  and  authorities  of  Lima  since  I  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  the  same. 

Waiving,  for  the  present,  the  question  of  legality  attaching  to  the  decree  of  his  excellency  the  Pro- 
tector, on  the  broad  basis  your  note  seems  desirous  of  attaching  thereto,  as  well  as  the  questionable  right 
of  the  government  of  Lima  to  seize  and  condemn  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  lawful 
transactions  of  E.  Smith  with  the  subjects  of  a  State  under  the  former  government  of  Lima,  I  have  given  my 
particular  attention  to  the  documents  your  excellency  has  transmitted  to  me,  on  which  that  confiscation 
has  been  predicated.  No.  11  appears  to  be  the  copy  of  a  transfer  from  Mercier  to  Arismendi  for  his  half 
of  the  brig  Macedonian,  written  by  the  said  Arismendi,  who  therein  states  the  original  to  be  in  his  power. 
Such  a  paper  as  this  copy  would  not  be  received  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  justice,  more  especially 
where  the  original  existed  in  the  power  of  Arismendi,  and  the  said  Arismendi  was  in  the  power  and 
prison  of  the  government  of  Lima,  and,  if  that  government  could  force  from  Arismendi  such  a  copy,  they 
could  also  force  from  him  the  original.  Your  excellency  cannot  but  be  aware  that  such  a  document,  if  it 
existed,  could  give  no  legal  rights  to  Arismendi  over  the  vessel,  as  the  forms  of  law  require  a  regular 
bill  of  sale  to  constitute  the  ownership  and  partnership  in  property  of  that  description,  and  Arismendi 
was  too  strict  and  correct  a  merchant  to  hold  property  by  so  flimsy  a  tenure. 

No.  12  appears  to  be  the  copy  of  instructions  given  by  Arismendi  to  his  agents  Helme  and  Joiberry; 
admitting  this  to  be  genuine,  it  only  proves  that  Arismendi  was  willing  and  desirous  of  holding  Smith 
bound  to  his  part  of  the  contract,  while  he  (Arismendi)  failed  completely  in  the  performance  of  that  part 
which  he  had  undertaken:  and,  surely,  your  excellency  has  not  to  learn,  at  this  late  period,  that  the  failure 
of  one  of  the  parties  to  a  contract,  in  any  part  he  binds  himself  to  do,  not  only  exonerates  the  other  party 
from  a  compliance  therewith,  but  subjects  the  party  so  failing  to  all  the  damages  and  detriments  arising 
in  consequence. 

No.  13  is  the  report  of  the  judge  of  sequestration  to  your  excellency,  which  states  that,  in  the  second 
page  of  Arismendi's  greatest  book,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  the  sum  of  $18,500  is  charged 
as  his  (Arismendi's)  half  part  of  tlie  Macedonian,  and  supplies  for  expenses  of  the  vessel — the  day  book 
confirming  the  charge  as  $15,000  for  half  tlie  vessel,  and  $3,500  for  expenses.  From  the  dates  of  this 
entry  in  the  great  book  and  the  day  book  diifering  so  widely  from  the  document  said  to  be  Mercier's 
transfer  of  half  of  the  Jlacedonian  to  Arismendi,  wherein  he  acknowledges  to  have  that  day  been  paid 
Sl5,000  for  the  same,  I  should  suppose  your  excellency  would  find  yourself  at  a  loss  which  to  credit, 
the  copy  of  Mercier's  conveyance,  or  the  report  of  the  judge  of  sequestration: 'if  the  transferring  paper, 
the  entry  in  the  books  cannot  be  just;  if  the  entry  is  just,  tlie  paper  given  by  Mercier  must  be  fictitious. 

Nos.  15  and  16  are  the  depositions  of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  brig  Macedonian,  which  confirm  all 
set  forth  in  the  protests  and  declarations  of  B.  Howe  and  E.  Smith,  which  state  that  the  freight  of  the 
goods  was  received  at  San  Bias,  the  amount  of  which  freight  constituted  the  specie  and  pina  there  put  on 
board,  with  which  they  sailed  to  Canton. 

Your  excellency  will  pardon  me  if  I  cannot  perceive  in  the  transactions  of  E.  Smith  with  Arismendi, 
and  the  lawful  voyages  of  the  brig  Macedonian,  that  violation  of  his  neutral  character  so  strongly 
insisted  on  by  your  excellency,  and  you  will  excuse  my  presumption  if  I  cannot  give  credence  to  your 
excellency's  assumptions,  so  illy  borne  out  by  facts  and  proofs,  however  often  reiterated  by  the  minister 
of  state  of  Peru. 

The  claimants,  having  been  excluded  from  a  hearing  in  defence  of  their  property  before  the  first 
tribunal,  as  also  from  making  their  protests  and  reservations  before  the  proper  authoritiy,  have  little  to 
expect  from  the  justice  of  any  other  tribunal  before  which  they  could  bring  it.  Their  appeal  must  now 
be  made  to  the  justice  of  their  own  government,  who  will  not  deem  it  unworthy  of  their  most  serious 
attention;  and  I  can  assure  your  excellency  that  if  so  unjust  and  nefarious  a  transaction  has  not  been 
resisted  by  force  of  arms,  you  owe  it  exclusively  to  the  respect  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
desires  to  feel  for  the  patriot  cause  of  South  America. 
I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency 

My  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Callao  Earbor,  June  30,  1823. 
To  his  excellencij  General  Sucre,  civil  and  military  comviander-in-chief  at  Callao: 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note  of  yesterday's  date,  apprising  me  tliat  you  have 
"  ordained  that  all  the  ports  situated  between  Pisco  and  Chancay,  occupied  by  the  Spanish  forces,  are  in 
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a  state  of  blockade,  on  the  same  principles  and  conditions  as  those  of  all  the  coast  of  Puru  from  Iquique 
to  Pisco."  In  reply  to  these  new  principles  of  blockade  adopted  by  the  patriot  governments  in  the  waters 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  by  the  royal  authorities  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  continent  in  the  north 
Atlantic,  I  have  to  observe  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  expressly  disavow  their  legitimacy; 
that  they  have  at  all  times  heretofore,  and  in  future  will  continue  to  protest  against  their  legality,  at 
least  so  far  as  they  may  affect  their  just  rights,  and  interrupt  their  lawful  commerce  with  either  of  the 
parties  at  war.  In  thus  preserving  their  neutral  attitude  under  the  authority  of  gubernatorial  law,  and 
their  innocent  commerce  from  being  seized  or  turned  from  the  ports  of  either  of  the  belligerents  under 
such  pretexts,  decidedly  illegal,  they  do  not  deny  to  the  belligerents  the  right  of  search  for  contraband 
munitions  of  war,  the  only  legitimate  purpose  of  such  blockades. 

Whenever  it  shall  please  the  authorities  in  Peru  to  declare  a  port  or  ports  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and 
permanently  station  before  such  port  or  ports  a  competent  naval  force  to  carry  it  into  effect,  then  such 
blockade  will  be  respected,  or  those  attempting  to  enter  (after  due  notice)  will  be  subject  to  all  the 
penalties  in  such  cases.  A  conformity  with  these  principles  on  the  part  of  the  belligerents  will  strengthen 
and  preserve  the  harmony  subsisting  between  the  republic  of  Nortli  and  the  republics  of  South  America, 
which  it  is  so  much  their  disposition  and  interests  respectively  to  maintain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  tender  to  your  excellency 

The  highest  consideration  and  respect,  with  which  I  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fraxklin,  Callao  Bay,  July  14,  1823. 
To  his  excellency  General  Sucre,  civil  and  military  commander-in-chief  at  Callao: 

The  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  8th  inst,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th 
ult.,  has  been  duly  received. 

It  does  not,  perhaps,  belong  to  me  to  discuss  the  principles  your  excellency  contends  for,  with  respect 
to  the  declared  blockade  of  the  western  coast  of  Peru  by  the  patriot  government;  it  may  only  belong  to 
me  to  notify  my  respectful  protest  against  its  illegal  and  injurious  operation,  so  far  as  the  commerce  of 
the  republic  of  North  America  is  concerned;  and,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  to  guard  it  against  thoi ; 
effects,  leaving  the  principle  and  points  contended  for  to  the  discussion  of  the  two  governments.  But, 
the  government  of  Peru  may  have  been  led  into  an  error  on  that  subject,  by  the  infraction  of  those  prin- 
ciples of  the  laws  of  nations,  during  the  late  war  in  Europe,  between  France  and  England,  and  then  for 
the  first  time  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  and,  as  your  excellency  states,  not  opp  sed  by  her  commanders 
on  this  station.  If  I  bring  to  the  notice  of  your  excellency  some  important  facts,  out  of  the  strict  line  of 
duty  attaching  to  my  command,  I  hope  and  trust  your  excellency  will  do  me  the  favor  to  believe  it  only  j 
originates  in  a  strong  desire  to  guard  our  respective  rights,  and  to  preserve  a  lasting  harmony  betweenj 
the  governments. 

.fter  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  1193,  so  long  as  it  was^ 
the  interest  of  England,  and  during  the  existence  of  the  marine  of  several  European  powers,  that  govern--^ 
ment  observed  and  applied  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations  to  all  the  blockades  instituted.  But  wli 
she  had  destroyed,  in  turn,  the  marine  of  the  other  European  powers,  her  policy  was  then  changed;  inter-' 
national  law  was  rejected;  honor  and  common  honesty  were  abandoned;  power  gave  right,  and  a  war  of' 
destruction  was  waged  against  the  unoflending  neutrals.  Thus,  having  nothing  for  her  triumphant 
marine  to  prey  upon,  the  neutral  commerce  was  given  up  to  its  cormorant  rapacity;  and  even  that  which^ 
escaped  its  talons,  she  forced  her  open  enemies  to  prej'  on,  under  pretext  of  retaliation. 

Against  such  principles,  I  need  not  remind  your  excellency,  the  United  States  resisted,  even  witht 
England,  successfully;  and  as  the  republic  of  the  nortii  was  the  first  to  contend  for  just  principles  in  the  j 
late  war,  she  was  also  found  the  last  in  the  field  defending  them. 

The  conclusion  your  excellency  has  drawn  from  the  tacit  conduct  of  the  British  naval  commanders  - 
this  station  are  not  applicable  to  the  United  States;  and  perhaps  those  commanders  may  not  be  instructed^ 
to  interfere  with  any  kind  of  blockade  the  patriot  government  may  deem  proper  to  impose,  especially  one™ 
founded  on  principles  so  lately  and  newly  exercised  by  themselves.  England,  the  most  politic  nation,  has 
always  been  guided  in  her  conduct  towards  others  by  principles  of  policy  and  interest,  oftentimes  just,' 
but  as  often  at  variance  with  justice  and  previous  conduct.  She  may  reserve  to  herself  the  right  of' 
discussing  and  demanding  indemnification  of  the  patriot  government  hereafter,  for  any  violation  of 
rights — to  preserve  a  future  cause  of  quarrel  with  these  governments,  to  obtain  some  exclusive  commer^'l 
cial  advantage  as  indemnity  hereafter — to  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  commerce  of  this  country  in  her^ 
future  wars.  Whatever  infraction  of  her  rights  she  may  deem  proper  to  tacitly  acquiesce  in  now,  does  ' 
not  and  cannot  constitute  a  reason  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  also  yield  theirs. 

Your  excellency  very  justly  observes  that  a  blockade  declared  by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  the 
line,  or  a  schooner,  legally  commissioned  for  war,  does  not  import  less  in  the  one  case  or  the  other;  and  it ' 
will  be  but  just  to  add  that  the  declaration  of  a  blockade,  originating  in  their  will,  imports  nothing.  The 
commander  of  a  ship-of-war,  or  commander-in-chief  of  a  squadron,  can  institute  a  blockade  in  very  distant 
seas;  the  urgency  and  necessity  of  the  case  render  it  legal.  The  act  of  a  belligerent,  involving  certain 
rights  of  a  friend;  is  an  act  of  sovereignty,  it  belongs  to  that  authority  to  declare  it,  and  onlyjto  the  com- 
mander to  carry  it  into  effect.  But  the  belligerent's  right  and  will  to  do  so,  and  the  declaration  of  it, 
do  not  constitute  the  act,  unless  combined  with  an  object  that  is  legitimate,  and  a  force  competent  to 
sustain  it.  With  respect  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  object,  that  can  only  exist  in  depriving  your  enemy  of  ' 
all  external  means  of  annoying  you,  and  external  sources  for  continuing  the  war,  and  is  in  a  great  mea- 
sure dependent  on  their  actual  situation;  hence,  the  right  of  the  neutral  to  introduce  all  articles  of  a  per- 
fectly innocent  nature,  and  which  do  not  constitute  anything  towards  carrying  on  the  war. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  blockade  by  sea  a  port  against  the  entrance  of  provisions,  which  has  an 
extensive  and  abundant  country  adjoining  to  supply  it;  in  such  a  case,  the  belligerent  would  only  be  ' 
injuring  a  common  friend  without  prejudice  to  his  enemy.  This  the  laws  of  nations  forbid  his  doing;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  where  a  possibility  exists  of  your  reducing  your  enemy  to  terms  by  excluding  such 
provisions,  your  right  is  legitimate  to  do  so,  and  the  injury  done  the  neutral  is  accidental. 
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With  respect  to  the  competency  of  the  force,  it  will  depend  on  the  localities  of  the  port  or  ports 
blockaded,  and  not  on  the  size  of  the  vessels  and  the  weight  and  number  of  their  guns.  With  this  neutrals 
have  nothing  to  do;  it  is  sufficient  for  them  that  the  place  is  susceptible  of  being  bhjckaded,  and  the  force 
applied  is  of  siicli  description,  and  so  slationcd,  as  to  render  it  extremely  hazardous  to  enter.  So  also 
with  respect  to  the  force  of  your  eiuiny:  if  he  ponsesses  a  thousand  ships-of-war  more  than  the  blockading 
power,  and  docs  not  see  proper  to  drive  it  IV. mi  his  ports,  it  is  effectual  against  the  neutral  so  long  as  that 
blockade  preserves  and  does  not  Vdluntarily  abandon  its  stations. 

A  blockade  originally  legitimate  and  legally  instituted,  may  derive  an  opposite  character  from  the 
conduct  of  the  belligerent  blockading.  Thus,  the  forces  stationed  to  carry  it  into  effect  negligently  and 
partially  executing  it,  the  government  contravening  its  legitimate  object,  and  by  partiality  or  license  per- 
mitting one  or  two  neutral  flags  to  trade,  while  all  others  are  excluded,  tli.r.l,v  rendering  it  a  subject  of 
convenience  to  themselves  or  a  source  of  tribute  to  their  coffers.  Admittiii--,  in  c'lnscciuence  of  the  locali- 
ties of  the  western  coast  of  Peru,  that  it  be  susceptible  of  blockade  by  as  small  or  smaller  a  force  than 
the  same  extent  of  coast  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  yet  the  whole  naval  force  of  Peru,  even  if 
actually  engaged  in  that  service,  is  not  a  competent  force  for  the  blockade  of  a  coast  eight  hundred  miles 
in  extent,  and  containing  very  many  ports  and  harbors.  I,  however,  believe  very  little  of  the  naval  force 
of  Peru  has  been  emploj'cd  in  that  service;  and,  in  fact,  this  extensive  blockade  has  often  been  left  for 
months  with  no  other  vessel  beyond  a  schooner.  And  also  there  can  no  doubt  exist  of  exclusive  privi- 
leges having  been  given  by  the  government  of  Peru  to  particular  persons  and  flags  to  trade  by  license 
with  this  coast,  declared  under  blockade. 

The  principles  here  contended  for,  the  United  States  are  also  contending  for  with  Spain,  in  the  north 
Atlantic,  where  they  operate  in  favor  of  the  patriot  government.  It  would  be  absurd  for  the  government 
of  Spain  to  declare  under  blockade  and  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  the  whole  coast  of  Chili, 
Peru  and  Mexico,  and  as  the  most  susceptible  and  convenient  mode  of  sustaining  that  declaration,  to 
cause  a  naval  force  superior  to  that  of  the  patriots  to  cruise  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Horn,  and  there 
arrest  every  vessel  coming  or  going,  under  pretext  of  violating  the  laws  of  the  Indies  and  blockade  of 
th;'  coasts;  yet  this  conduct  on  their  part  would  not  be  less  effectual  or  more  absurd  than  the  blockade 
of  an  extensive  coast  without  anything  like  an  adequate  naval  force  to  sustain  it. 
I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  respect 

And  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Quilca,  January  15,  1824. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Geronimo  Valdez,  commander-in-chief  of  the  soidhern  army  of  Peru: 

On  anchoring  at  this  place  to-day,  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me,  under 
date  of  the  "Tth  instant,  was  put  into  my  hands,  relating  to  certain  transactions  that  had  taken  plac.i 
since  my  arrival  on  this  coast,  as  detailed  in  the  reports  of  the  commanders  at  this  port  and  that  of 
Mollicndo. 

Your  excellency  very  justly  persuades  yourself  "that  some  powerful  motive,  of  which  you  are 
ignorant,"  has  given  rise  to  my  attempts  to  intercept  the  brig  Quintanilla,  but  very  improperly  attribute 
that  transaction  as  growing  out  "  of  a  state  of  war  between  our  respective  countries,"  or  to  imagine  that 
any  transaction  of  mine  (were  I  capable  of  doing  an  intentional  wrong)  could  seriously  disturb  the 
harmony  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  for  my  government  never  hesitates  to  do 
ample  justice  to  complainants,  even  for  inadvertent  wrongs,  as  well  as  intentional  ones,  committed  by 
officers  acting  under  their  authority.  The  transactions  of  the  commander  of  the  brig  Quintanilla  are  so 
notoriously  piratical^  that  I  deem  it  would  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  acting  under  the  authority  of  just 
and  legal  governments,  to  seize  and  bring  to  condign  punishment  a  person  who  so  flagrantly  outrages 
all  law,  justice  and  humanity,  and  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  either  yourself  or  his  excellency,  the 
Viceroy,  are  prepared  to  avow  the  nefarious  acts  of  this  freebooter,  or  to  entrust  the  honor  of  the  Spanish 
flag  to  such  hands. 

Your  excellency  may  not  yet  be  aware  of  the  transactions  of  this  man,  because  no  representations 
may  have  reached  you,  and  my  anxiety  to  arrest  his  career  has  hitherto  prevented  my  oflering  to  your 
excellency  and  the  Vice-King  the  representation  I  now  make,  and  to  ask  your  co-operation  to  put  an  end 
to  this  lawless  depredator  on  the  persons  and  property  of  my  fellow  citizens  in  the  Pacific,  whatever 
minor  authority  (if  he  has  any,)  he  may  plead  as  his  right.  The  commander  of  the  privateer  armed  brig 
Quintanilla  was  formerly  acting  under,  aiding,  abetting  and  co-operating  with  Benavides,  and  in 
conjunction  with  him  piratically  seized,  robbed  and  destroyed  the  American  brig  Ocean,  and  ship  Hero, 
putting  to  death  the  captain,  mate  and  one  boy  of  the  latter  vessel.  This  man  piratically  seized  the  brig 
Cinco  Hermanas,  (being  one  of  the  crew,)  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Guayaquil,  she  being  a  merchant 
vessel  on  a  trading  voyage  from  this  place  to  San  Bias,  which  vessel  is  now  the  Quintanilla.  This 
piratical  act  should  have  induced  a  gallant  and  just  oflicer,  officiating  for  a  magnanimous  nation,  to  have 
arrested  and  detained  him,  even  should  it  not  have  comported  with  policy  to  have  restored  the  property 
he  so  unlawfully  possessed  himself  of,  to  an  enemy;  but  cases  have  occurred  in  the  history  of  Spain 
where  magnanimously  they  have  restored  not  only  the  property  taken,  but  the  offenders  to  an  enemy, 
disdaining  any  advantages  resulting  from  such  lawless  baseness,  originating  in  acts  of  piracy.  The 
recent  piratical  acts  committed  by  this  man,  consist  in  his  having  fired  a  broadside  into  the  American 
brig  Frederick,  coming  from  Pisco  to  this  place,  taking  possession  of  her  and  sending  her  to  Chiloe. 
Also  in  taking  possession  of,  and  robbing  to  a  considerable  amount,  the  American  brig  Winifred  in  the 
port  of  Quilca.  Whatever  commission  he  may  have  received  from  the  Governor  of  Chiloe,  authorizing 
him  to  capture  the  enemies  of  Spain,  he  could  have  no  legal  authority  from  such  source  to  interfere  with 
the  commerce  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  trading  to  your  own  port,  and  under  j'our  own  authority. 
The  American  brig  Amanda  was  taken  possession  of  in  this  port,  her  ballast  tore  up,  and  ever^'  part  of 
the  vessel  ransacked  and  searched  for  money;  and  the  crews  of  the  several  vessels  wei'C  put  in  irons  or 
confinement,  and  by  coercion  and  bad  treament  induced  to  join  this  highway  robber. 

Enclosed  I  transndt  to  your  excellency  copies  of  the  15th  and  ISth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
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limits  and  navigation,  between  tlie  King  of  Spain  and  tlie  United  States  of  America.  The  15th  article 
provides  that  free  ship  nentralizes  all  goods  on  board,  although  it  should  be  property  of  the  enemy  of  the 
other  party;  the  18th  article  providers  for  the  respect  due  to  their  flags,  and  the  caution,  as  well  as 
motives,  for  boarding  the  vessels  of  cither  paity  in  time  of  existing  war.  By  these  articles  of  the 
existing  treatj'  between  Spain  and  the  United  Suites,  there  is  no  authority  in  this  country  to  grant  com- 
missions for  seizing  vessels  of  the  United  States;  a  tieaty  being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  no  power 
exists  that  can  cancel  its  obligations,  other  than  that  of  the  King  of  Spain,  who  made  it;  and  conse- 
quently any  acts  committed  against  tlic  citizens  of  th.v  Tnited  States  and  their  property,  contrary  to 
those  stipulations,  by  any  authority  otlier  than  tliat  of  th-  King  of  Spain,  is  unlawful  and  piratical. 

These  are  the  grounds  for  my  late  proceedings,  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  bring  to 
my  notice  by  the  letter  of  the  Hth  instant.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  your  excellency  the  authority 
under  which  these  proceedings  are  justified.  In  the  first  place,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
kept  a  naval  force,  at  a  great  expense,  in  this  sea,  to  protect  the  commerce  of  tlie  United  States  and  their 
citizeus  against  lawless  depredations  by  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  i  ivil  war  existing  in  South 
America.  As  I  have  already  shown  your  excellency  that,  by  the  sulisistiii.i;-  tnaty  between  the  King  of 
Spain  and  tlie  United  States,  the  commander  of  the  brig  Quintanilla  lias  im  Ugul  rigiit  to  capture,  detain, 
or  search  vessels  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  all  his  acts  towards  tlie  American  vessels  before  stated 
are  lawless.  In  the  second  place,  your  excellency  admits  she  has  no  other  authority  under  which  she 
cruised  than  that  of  the  commission  of  the  Governor  of  Chiloe,  and  under  whicli  authority  this  commander 
has  conducted  himself  as  he  has  done  in  the  above  cases.  This,  I  have  shown  your  excellency,  is  no 
authority  whatever,  unless  the  said  governor  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  adherent  in  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  can  annul  treaty  stipulations.  However  indifferent  we  may  be  with  respect  to  scru- 
tinizing the  authority  with  which  the  vessels  cruising  under  the  Spanish  flag  may  lii>  roiiimissidned,  so 
long  as  they  confine  their  depredations  to  their  enemj',  yet  we  cannot  be  regardless  of  that  autlmiity  when 
their  hostilities  are  extended  towards  the  interests  we  are  sent  here  to  protect:  then,  if  we  test  that  given 
by  the  Governor  of  Chiloe,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  it  will  be  found  defective. 

The  act  of  commissioning  for  war  is  an  act  of  sovereignty,  and  VaUel's  authority,  in  page  461,  under 
book  3d,  of  war,  section  229,  is  as  follows:  "Persons  fitting  out  ships  to  cruise  on  the  enemy,  in  recom- 
pense of  their  expenses  and  the  risk  they  run,  acquire  the  property  of  the  capture;  but  they  acquire  it 
by  grants  from  the  sovereign,  who  issues  out  commissions  to  them,"  &c.  In  the  third  place,  authority 
is  given  by  a  law  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  the  second  section,  "  to  the  commanders 
of  the  ships-of-war  of  the  United  States  to  subdue,  seize,  take,  and  send  into  any  port  of  the  United  States 
any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  be  armed,  and  which  shall  have  attempted  or  committed! 
any  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation,  or  seizure  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,/ 
or  of  the  citizens  thereof" 

From  the  foregoing  facts  and  circumstances,  your  excellency  will  perceive  that  no  late  movement  ofj 
mine,  or  the  forces  under  my  command,  are  predicated  upon  views  of  hostility  towards  Spain  or  her  rightsjl 
but  on  the  contrary,  that  I  owe  it  to  the  laws  of  my  country  and  that  of  nations  to  examine  all  vessels! 
armed  for  war  in  this  sea,  and  thereby  ascertain  their  character  and  authority,  which  is  essential  to  myl 
discriminating  between  those  that  are  legally  authorized  to  cruise  and  pirates.  I 

The  detaining  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  Quintanilla,  as  well  as  the  other  small  boats  belonging  toj 
the  vessels  in  the  Caleta,  (which  is  now  returned,)  was  a  defensive  act,  in  favor  of  the  vessels  and  pro-1 
perty  in  that  port,  and  with  no  view  to  incommode  the  commandant  or  authorities  at  the  place ;  particularly! 
as  a  large  number  of  the  equipage  of  the  pirate  brig  were  in  possession  of  her,  and  might,  with 
means,  have  committed  a  further  outrage  on  the  American  brig  Winifred,  lying  there, 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  declare  to  your  excellency  that  I  entertain  the  highest  confidence  in  thel 
honor,  justice,  and  integrity  of  the  royal  authorities  of  Peru,  and  that  no  reclamation  on  behalf  of  mya 
fellow  citizens,  can  be  made  by  me,  in  justice,  that  will  not  be  readily  complied  with.  I  owe  to  that] 
candor  which  characterizes  the  government  and  nation  I  represent  in  this  sea,  as  well  as  to  that  high  andj 
honorable  character  of  your  excellency,  and  the  dignified  station  you  fill  and  have  sustained  with  so  much| 
virtue,  honor,  fidelity,  and  valor,  thus  to  detail  to  your  excellency  the  motives  and  obligations  Avhich  dio-J 
tated  the  late  movements  under  my  conimnnd;  and  I  feel  fully  persuaded  your  excellency  holds  in  tool 
high  estimation  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  the  dignity  of  its  crown,  to  countenance  an  alliaucej 
with  pirates,  so  dishonorable  to  the  gallant  struggle  you  are  making  for  the  colonial  rights  of  Spain. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency,  the  Vice-King,  copies  of  this  correspondence,! 
&c.,  which  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  excellency  to  forward  to  him. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  highest  considerationj 

And  respect,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  "  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Fraxki.ik,  Quiica,  January  It),  1824. 
To  his  excellency  Joseph  La  Serna,  Vicei-oy  of  Peru: 

Some  transactions  on  the  part  of  the  naval  forces  under  my  command,  originating  in  piratical  depr 
dations  committed  on  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  their  property  trading  in  the  ports  of  thej 
Internirdios,  by  a  brig  called  the  Quintanilla,  fitted  out  of  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  under  the  authority  andf 
jurisdictiiin  i)f  your  excellency,  have  given  rise  to  a  correspondence  with  his  excellency.  General  Valdez,1 
"comiiKUider-iii-chief  of  the  southern  Spanish  army  in  Peru.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellencyj 
copies  of  that  correspondence,  which  I  hope  will  exhibit  to  you  fully  the  grounds  and  authorities  fori 
those  transactions. 

I  have  also  taken  the  liberty  to  transmit  to  your  excellency,  herewith,  an  attested  copy  of  the  stipu- 
lations and  oliligatiniis  of  aiuitv,  cuiiiiiicrrc,  aiid'liiiiits  entered"  into  between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  j 
Government  ..I'  llu'  liiitiMl  Sial.'s  of  X,,itli  America,  liv  eiiiivciitioii  and  treaty,  under  the  date  it  exliil>its; 
which  treaty  stands  eenlirme.l  and  e.\len,le(l  l.y  the  treaty  of  I«H),  enleicd  into  with  the  King  of  Spain 
at  the  city  Jf  Wasliingl.m,  f..r  the  eessi,)n  uf  the  two  Floridas  to  the  I'liited  States,  which  coiiventieii  and 
treaty  were   solemnly' and   duly  ratified   in   the  year  1821,  by  his   present    Majesty,  the   King  of  Spain, 


1826.]  PROCEEDINGS    OF    COURTS-MAE  TIAL.  577 

Ferdinand  VII,  under  the  authority  i if  {]\o  incsont  cmistitution,  and  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
conslitutional  cortes,  with  the  excc]il  ion  ,,l'  ihc  thinl  ami  lnurth  articles,  which  became  null  and  void, 
under  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  tlic  rjiiicil  Stales  ol'  Noi-tli  America. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  ask,  for  my  iiildniiutidu  and  that  of  my  g-ovornmont,  an  explicit  avowal  or 
disavowal  of  the  acts  of  the  corsairs  fitted  out  of  the  ports  of  Chiloe,  towards  Ihc  ikt.sous  and  jiroperty  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  the  authorities  there  existing;  it  also  liccoiiies  my  duty  to  solicit 
from  your  excellency's  justic(^  that  you  will  be  ])loasnd  to  order  a  njstiliition  of  the  property  thus  taken 
from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  liy  lliis  lawless  corsair,  as  well  as  indemnity  to  the  sufferers  for  all 
losses  and  detentions,  in  coiiforinily  with  llie  existiii.u,-  treaty  stipulations. 

Enclosed  I  also  have  the  honor  to  tiaiismit  to  your  excellency  certain  just  claims,  originating  in  the 
capture  of  the  American  ship  Arab  at  Pisco,  in  July  last,  under  the  authority  of  his  excellency,  General 
Canterac,  commanding  the  national  armies  of  Peru.  With  respect  to  the  cargo  on  board  that  ship  at  the 
time  of  her  capture,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  say  anything,  but  shall  leave  it  to  the  owners 
thereof,  to  reclaim  through  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when  it  will  become  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion between  the  two  governments. 

To  receive  the  answer  of  your  excellency  to  this  dispatch,  I  shall  direct  one  of  the  vessels  under  my 
command  to  touch  at  this  port  about  the  iirst  of  next  month,  when  I  flatter  myself  it  will  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  confirm  the  high  confidence  we  lia\-e  in  (he  justice  and  integrity  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
government  in  Peru,  and  in  the  virtues  wliicii  cluuacterize  your  excellencj'',  and  calculated  to  promote 
and  cement  the  subsisting  harmony  between  our  respective  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  considerations  of  respect,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Feankux,  off  QuUca,  February  Z,  1824. 
To  his  excellency  Josej^h  de  La  Serna,  Viceroy  of  Peru: 

Enclosed,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  protest  of  several  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  transactions  and  conduct  of  the  ofBoers  and  crew  of  the  piratical  brig  Quintanilla, 
fitted  out  of  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  under  the  authority  of  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  that 
island.  All  of  which  is  duly  submitted  to  your  excellency,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  sec  how  far  those 
transactions  will  comport  with  the  amity  existing  between  the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  United  States,  as 
settled  by  the  subsisting  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Note  of  documents  tranmnitted. 

No.  1.  Copy  of  the  declaration  of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  brig  Winifred. 
No.  2.  Copy  of  the  protest  of  the  master  and  supercargo  of  the  schooner  Adonis. 
No.  3.  Copy  (in  Spanish)  of  the  protest  of  the  supercargo  of  the  brig  Frederick. 


U.  S.  Ship  Frankux,  at  sea,  February  G,  1824. 
Col.  Rafael  Pero,  secretary  to  the  Vice-King  of  Peru,  Quilca: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  to  observe,  in  confirmation  of  what  was  stated  to 
you  in  our  personal  interview  on  the  4th  instant,  that  I  cannot  discuss  the  subject  referred  to  with  you 
or  any  other  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  any  inferior  power  to  that  of  his  excellency  the 
Viceroy  of  Peru;  and  having  exhibited  to  you  the  letters  I  had  the  honor  to  address  their  excellencies, 
General  Valdez  and  the  Viceroy,  which  fully  explain  all  the  motives  for  my  transactions  relative  to  the 
piratical  vessel  Quintanilla,  and  the  officers  and  crew,  I  have  no  further  explanation  to  give  you  on  that 
subject,  and  must  now  refer  you  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  through  llic  Spanish  minister 
resident  at  the  city  of  Washington.  In  my  letter  to  his  excellency,  the  Viceroy,  I  have  dcnianded  an 
explicit  avowal  or  disavowal  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  this  vessel  fitted  out  at  ('liiloe,  under  the 
Spanish  authority,  and  I  cannot  receive  the  avowal  or  disavowal  of  any  authority  subordinate  to  him. 

Your  observations  respecting  the  consideration  and  deference  which  until  this  date  have  been 
granted  to  me  with  too  much  generosity  and  liberality  by  the  Spanish  go\<'rnment  of  Peru,  are  inappli- 
cable to  me,  as  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  received  more  than  was  due  from  the  officers  of  one  friendly 
nation  to  another,  or  more  attentions  and  courtesy  than  have  been  shown  to  the  officers  and  citizens  of 
other  nations  similarly  situated  with  myself,  all  of  whicli  have  been  reciprocated  on  every  occasion  that 
the  officers  and  citizens  of  Peru  have  presented  themselves  on  board  the  ship  under  my  command. 

Your  insolent  observation  relative  to  my  iiansactions  with  the  j)atriot  government  would  be  treated 
on  this  occasion  with  the  contempt  it  merits,  were  it  not  accompanied  with  an  assertion  that  is  false, 
and  of  which  abundance  ol'  proofs  exist  to  aitest  its  falsity. 

Here  our  correspoiah-nc!'  on  this  sni'ject  must  terminate,  and  this  letter,  with  one  remark  I  have  to 
make  on  a  passage  in  the  letter  of  his  excellency.  General  Valdez,  which  letter  states  you  to  be  "autho- 
rized by  his  excellency,  the  Viceioy,  to  treat  with  me  on  some  other  subjects."  On  thisj  have  to  observe 
that  I  am  not  anihoii/.ed  by  my  f^'ovi'rnment  to  enter  into  any  political  or  commercial  stipulations  what- 
ever with  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  and  that,  if  you  do  possess  any  powers,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of 
his  excellency.  General  Valdez,  your  couimissiou  oii  that  subject  has 'terminated  also. 
I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  CHAS.    STEWART. 
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U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  off  Quilca,  June  26,  1822. 
To  his  excellency  Don  Jose  de  Pinera,  sub-delegate,  dc: 

Sir:  Mr.  Eliphalet  Smith  has  apprised  rae  that  a  number  of  mules  laden  with  specie  and  bullion  is 
on  its  way  to  the  coast  from  Arequipa,  for  embarkation  on  board  this  ship.  As  he  wishes  it  immediately 
embarked  on  its  reaching  its  point  of  destination  on  the  coast,  and  has  requested  the  boats  to  be  sent 
from  the  ship  for  that  purpose,  and  it  may  probably  arrive  in  the  night,  may  I  ask  the  favor  of  your 
excellency  to  give  such  directions  to  the  guards  as  will  prevent  their  mistaking  the  boats  for  those  of  the 
patriots? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  CHAELES  STEWART. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  Valparaiso,  January  5,  1823. 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
with  the  minister  of  state  at  Lima,  and  the  translations  of  all  the  documents  he  transmitted  to  me  relat- 
ing to  the  American  ship  Cantou,  with  the  declaration  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Ward,  transmitted  to  him  in  my  letter 
of  11th  September,  1822.  I  shall  also  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence  with  Captain 
Wm.  Prunier,  commanding  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano,  a  part  of  which  only  is  forwarded  under  this 
enclosure,  being  all  the  minister  of  state  sent  me,  as  also  with  my  explanations  thereon,  which  will 
enable  you  fully  to  understand  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Hon.  Smith  Thosipson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


I,  Horatio  G.  Ward,  a  ditizen  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
being  of  mature  age,  and  supercargo,  in  conjunction  with  Jno.  O'SuUivan,  of  the  ship  Canton,  of  New 
York,  and  belonging  to  Messrs.  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  of  that  city,  do  solemnly  declare,  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  to  the  truth  of  the  following  statement,  as  hereinafter  sworn  to  and  sub- 
scribed with  my  name,  to  wit: 

I  sailed  in  the  ship  Canton  from  New  York  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  1821,  bound  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  on  a  trading  voyage,  with  an  assorted  cargo  of  various  merchandise,  including  several 
cases  of  arms,  as  set  forth  in  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  and  the  clearance  from  the  custom  house  in  New 
York;  that  we  arrived  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1822,  at  Valparaiso,  the  same  day  on  which  the 
United  States  ship  Franklin  arrived  at  that  port.  The  deponent  further  states,  that  the  whole  of  the 
cargo  on  board  the  ship  Canton  was  regularly  entered,  arms  and  all,  without  deception  or  concealment  of 
any  part  thereof,  at  Valparaiso;  that,  with  sundry  other  parts  of  the  carg-o,  the  whole  of  the  arras  shipped 
on'board  as  cargo  was  landed  at  Valparaiso  and  placed  in  the  custom  house  stores,  and  no  other  arms 
were  retained  on  Imanl,  cxcciit  such  as  were  registered  by  the  authorities  of  the  I'liilcd  States  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  vessrl  and  licr  defence.  The  deponent  further  states  that  the  arms  landed  as  before  stated 
were  not  again  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Canton,  and  that  no  arms  or  other  military  stores  were  ever 
landed  from  that  ship  at  Arica,  Quilca,  or  any  other  place  except  Valparaiso,  as  before  stated,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  deponent's  leaving  the  said  ship  Canton,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  1822,  otf  the  port  of 
Callao. 

(Signed)  HORATIO  G.  WARD. 

[Translation.] 

Stamp  of  the  3d  class — two  shillings;  for  the  year  1820  and  1821;  Peru  independent;  for  the  years  1822 
and  1823,  2d  and  3d  of  its  liberty. 

I,  Jose  Maria  de  la  Rosa,  notary  public,  &c.,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  Horace  G.  Ward,  super- 
cargo of  the  ship  Cannon  (Canton)  signed,  in  my  presence,  the  annexed  paper,  which  is  signed  by  mo, 
and  he  also  swore  before  God  our  Lord,  and  by  the  Bible,  to  the  truth  of  all  his  statement,  and  at  his 
request  I  give  this  present,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  second  of  the  independence. 

(Signed)  JOSfi  MARIA  DE  LA  ROSA. 


I,  John  0' Sullivan,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
being  of  mature  age,  and  commander  and  supercargo  of  the  ship  Canton,  of  New  York,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  of  that  city,  do  solemnly  declare  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  to  truth  of  the  following  statement,  as  hereafter  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  with  my  name,  to  wit: 
I  sailed  in  the  ship  Canton,  from  New  York,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  1821,  bound  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  orr  a  trading  voyage,  with  an  assorted  cargo  of  merchandise,  including  several  cases  of 
arms,  as  set  forth  in  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  and  the  clearance  from  the  custom  house  in  New  York; 
that  we  arrived,  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1822,  at  Valparaiso,  the  same  day  on  which  the  United 
States  ship  Franklin  arrived  at  that  port.  The  deponent  further  states,  fliaf  the;  whole  of  the  cargo  on 
board  the  ship  Canton  was  regularly  entered,  arms  and  all,  without  deeeiitien  or  concealment  of  any 
part  thereof,  at  Valparaiso;  that,  with  sundry  other  parts  of  the  Ciivgo,  ihi'  wlmle  of  the  arms,  shipped 
on  board  as  cargo,  were  landed  at  Valpai'aiso,  and  placed  in  the  custom  iiouse  stores,  and  no  other  arms 
were  retained  on  board,  except  such  as  weie  registered  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  for  the 
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sole  use  of  the  vessel  and  her  defence.  The  deponent  further  states  that  the  arms,  landed  as  before 
stated,  were  not  again  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Canton,  and  that  no  arms  or  military  stores  were  ever 
landed  from  that  ship  at  Arica,  Quilca,  or  any  other  place,  except  Valparaiso,  as  before  stated. 

(Signed)  JOHN   O'SULLIVAN. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  witliin-namcd  John  0' Sullivan,  and  made  oath  that  the  statement 
subscribed  by  him  is  just  and  true. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
(Signed) 

W.  M.  HUNTER,  First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Slu)?  Franklin,     [se.il.] 


I,  William  January,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, being  of  mature  age,  and  first  officer  of  the  ship  Canton,  of  New  York,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Le 
Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  of  that  city,  do  solemnly  declare  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  to  the 
truth  of  the  following  statement,  as  hereafter  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  with  my  name,  to  wit:  I  sailed 
in  the  ship  Canton,  from  Valparaiso,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1822,  with  a  cargo  of  various  merchandise,  and 
arrived  on  the  fifth  of  June,  at  Arica;  that,  after  landing  a  part  of  the  cargo  at  Arica,  we  sailed  on  the 
twenty-third  of  June,  and  arrived  on  the  twenty-fifth,  at  Quilca,  where  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  was 
discharged,  the  whole  under  my  superintendence;  and  that  no  arms  or  military  stores  of  any  kind  were 
landed  from  said  ship,  at  either  of  the  above  ports,  or  any  other  port,  to  the  present  date. 

(Signed)  WM.  JANUARY. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  within-named  William  January,  and  made  oath  that  the  state- 
ment subscribed  by  him  is  just  and  true. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mj^  hand  and  seal,  this  first  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
(Signed) 

W.  M.  HUNTER,  First  Lieutenant  V.  S.  Shiiy  Franklin.     [sE.iL.] 


[Translation.] 

BELGR.iNO,  Quilca,  July  9,  1822. 

Sir:  Immediately  after  my  arrival  at  this  port,  with  the  object  of  fulfilling  the  instructions  of  the 
free  government  of  Peru,  upon  which  I  have  the  honor  to  depend,  I  observed  the  ship  Canton  using  the 
pendant  of  a  ship-of-war  of  the  United  States,  anchored  at  the  side  of  the  ship  of  the  line,  under  your  com- 
mand; and  being  by  other  means  informed  that  said  ship  is  only  a  merchantman,  and  is  transacting 
commercial  business  on  this  coast,  you  will  permit  to  know  by  the  means  of  yourself  if  she  is,  or  not,  a 
ship-of-war. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PRUNIER. 

To  Commodore  Chaeles  Stewart,  Ship  of  the  Line  Franklin. 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  July  9,  1822. 
William  Prunier,  Fsq.,  cominanding  the  brig  Belgrano,  off  Quilca: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  ship  Canton  is  a  private 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States;  with  respect  to  her  wearing  a  pendant,  there  is  no  law  or 
practice  of  our  country  that  prohibits  the  use  thereof  to  private  armed  vessels  belonging  to  North 
America. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 


C. 

[Translation.] 

Belgr-yxo,  Quilca,  July  10,  1822. 
Sir:  From  the  nature  of  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  my  government,  I  have  found 
sufficient  motives  to  detain  the  ship  Canton,  and  to  send  her  to  the  disposal  of  the  government,  and  I 
have  determined  to  do  it  to-morrow;  but  you  being  the  representative  in  this  port  of  tlie  nation  to  which 
she  belongs,  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  information.     May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PRUNIER. 

To  Com.  Charles  Stewart,  Ship  of  the  Line  Franklin. 
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QuiLCA,  July  10,  1822. 

Respectable  Sir:  Yesterday,  on  retuniiiv^-  IVniii  flic  riiivc(t<'  Cantnii,  1  luid  the  honor  of  pntthig  into 
your  hands  an  ofHcial  hotter  relative  to  tin-  ruiidmt  wlii.  h  my  iustiiutinns  prescribe  me  to  observe  with 
the  aforesaid  corvette,  and,  as  your  exeellein'y  assuriMl  me  vrbaliy  it  wiiuld  be  replied  to  immediately, 
if  deserving  of  attention;  and  as  twenty-four  hours  liave  transpired  without  this  being  the  case,  which  I 
judge  is  involuntary  on  your  part,  at  the  same  time,  I  find  myself  urged  to  pursue  the  objects  which  my 
government  have  entrusted  to  me,  on  other  parts  of  this  coast. 

I  should  be  happy  to  have  immediately  your  determination,  in  order  if  it  were  possible  to  conciliate 
them  with  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PRUNIER. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  Ship  of  the  Line  Franliin. 


\ 


U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  <#  Quilca,  July  11,  1822. 
Win.  Prunier,  Etsq.,  commanding  the  brig  Belgrano,  off  Quilca: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  wherein  you  say,  you  intend  to  take  possession  of  the 
American  ship  Canton,  now  in  this  port,  in  conformity  with  instruetiniis  from  your  government,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  I  am  sent  into  this  sea  with  the  naval  forces  of  thr  luitcd  States  under  my  command,  to 
protect  the  citizens  (and  their  pnjperty)  of  the  United  States  in  all  their  lawful  pursuits. 

As  the  ship  Canton  has  done  no  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  you  can  have  no  legal  pretext 
for  interfering  with  her.  She  is  entitled  to  protection,  and  will  be  defended  as  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant,  . 

(Signed)  CHARLES  STEWART. 


[Translation.] 

Belgrano,  July  11,  1822. 

Respectable  Sir:  The  ofScial  letter,  which  your  excellency  had  the  goodness  to  write  me  to-day,  (in 
rejdy  to  the  letter  I  left  in  your  hands  yesterday)  has  reached  me,  relative  to  the  ship  Canton,  of  the 
Uniti'd  States,  (which  you  now  represent)  to  Callao,  to  the  disposal  of  my  government.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  justify  my  conduct  in  this  case.  The  free  government  of  Peru  has  formally  declared  the  coast  of 
Peru  under  a  rigorous  blockade,  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  degree  of  south  latitude.  In  order  that  all 
natitius  might  be  acquainted  with  this  measure,  whose  commerce  might  thereby  be  interrupted,  at  the 
end  of  May,  the  last  time  expired  for  foreign  or  national  ships  to  carry  on  their  commerce  on  these  coasts, 
Avithinit  being  c.xiiosed  to  the  penalties  of  the  infraction  of  a  law;  a  few  weeks  after  the  expiration  of 
the  li'iin,  tlir  slii|i  Caiil.in,  as  1  have  been  informed,  was  in  Arica,  Molliendo,  and  Quilca,  carrying  on  her 
comiiiiTcial  plu(■(■('llili^■s,  uiidci-  '.lie  piotection  of  the  ship  you  command;  and  though  this  was  done  with 
impunity  in  the  twu  lir.st  blockaded  [lorts,  in  this  she  has  been  found  by  a  commissioned  commander, 
wild  miiilied  licr,  tlirctigh  your  excellency,  that  she  should  proceed  to  Callao,  to  be  disposed  of  by  his 
guvcnmieiit,  to  whom  iT  ap'pertaiiis  to  declare,  admitting  the  legal  defence  of  the  captahi  of  the  Canton, 
if  he  be  innocent,  or  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  law  of  blockade.  Such  has  been  my 
conduct  respecting  him,  and  I  repeat  it  to  you,  that  I  ordered  the  captain  of  the  ship  Canton  to  pro- 
eei'd  to  Callao,  with  his  ship,  there  to  justify  his  conduct  before  the  government,  who  certainly  observe 
the  general  laws  of  civilized  nations,  or  not  to  comply,  protected  by  the  superior  force  which  you  com- 
mand in  this  port. 

I  protest  to  your  excellency,  and  through  your  excellency  to  the  government  which  you  represent, 
for  all  damages,  disadvantages  and  interests,  which  my  government  may  be  entitled  to  reclaim,  calcu- 
lating the  value  of  said  ship,  lier  mcrcliandise,  or  their  proceeds,  to  be  at  the  time  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  all  of  which,  and  tin'  last  reply  I  expect  from  you,  I  shall  impart  to  my  government.  Respecting 
the  protection  of  citizens  and  their  i)njperty,  legally  employed  in  these  seas,  which  your  government  has 
entrusted  to  you,  I  believe  that  it  is  all  consistent  with  what  is  done  by  the  authorities  of  illustrious 
governments,  in  which  number  your  excellency  appears  singularly  established. 

May  God  iireserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PRUNIER. 

To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,   Commander  of  the  Naval 

Forces  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Ship  Franklin. 


U  S.  Ship  Franklin,  off'  Quilca,  July  12,  1822. 
William  Prunier,  Esq.,  commanding  the  brig  Belgrano,  off  Quilca: 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  wherein,  for  the  first 
time,  you  exhibit  a  reason  why  the  American  ship  Canton  should  be  detained  by  you;  the  pretext  for 
which  you  state  to  be  a  general  blockade  of  the  coast  from  the  fifteenth  to  the  twenty-second  degree  of 
south  latitude.  W^iiving  with  you  the  question  of  illegality  attaching  to  so  general  a  blockade  of  a 
coast,  extending  seven  degrees  from  north  to  south,  and  as  much  more  from  east  to  west,  and  which,  in 
principle,  is   not  recognized   by  any  international  law,  I  will   confine  myself  to  the  ports  of  Arica  and 
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Quilca,  the  only  places  the  Canton  has  been  in,  which  you  state  t<i  lie  specially  blockaded.  It  is  particu- 
larly uni'oitunate  for  the  grounds  you  have  taken  in  this  case,  lliat  y..ur  government  has  omitted  to 
comply  with  the  first  essential  and  most  important  requisite  wliirh  ci.iisiitutes  a  legitimate  b.ockade  of 
either  of  tliusc  ports,  and  that  is  the  stationing  a  conipctcnt  Imcc  to  pri'vent  the  entrance  of  neutrals, 
and  to  warn  tlicin  away  in  tlir  lirst  instance.  Un  the  ciilraiicc  vi'  the  ship  Canton  at  Arica  and  this  port) 
no  such  forci'  apiieaiiMJ,  ami  alllion,i;ii  1  lia\-e  been  n(j\vsi.\  weeks  .m  t  li is  coast,  wincli  you  assert  to  be  block- 
aded, your  vessel  and  tlie  schooner  in  company  are  the  only  vessels  W(;  ha\e  seen  in  all  that  time,  car- 
rying the  flag  you  wear. 

Thus,  sir,  you  will  perceive  that  the  ship  Canton  has  violated  no  law  which  the  flag  of  our  nation  is 
bound  to  respect,  or  gives  you  a  right  to  lay  your  injunction  on  her  commander,  or  your  government 
judicial  authority  over  her.  Eight  days  after  our  arrival  at  Arica,  a  schooner  of  one  gun  presented 
herself  as  belonging  to  the  patriots  of  Peru,  but  as  she  did  not  bear  the  same  colors  which  you  wear, 
and  her  conduct  was  irregular  and  equivocal,  I  now  am  led  to  believe  she  was  piratical. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  hinuble  servant, 
(Signed)  CHAS.  STEWART. 


[Translation.] 

Belgrano,  Quilca,  July  14,  1822. 

Respectable  Sir:  After  12  o'clock  yesterday,  as  I  was  preparing  to  dispatch  the  French  ship  Telegraph 
to  Callao,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  favored  by  the  note  from  your  excellency  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  At  the  connncnccnicnt  of  your  note,  you  observe  that  my  motives  for  detaining  the  t'anton 
are  for  the  first  time  explained  to  yc.u  in  my  note,  &c.,  &c.  My  only  reply  to  the  observation  is,  that 
I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  tliese  motives  could  luu^e  been  concealed  from  the  acute  penetration  of 
your  excellency,  and  from  the  captain  of  the  Canton,  as  you  have  beea  for  several  months  on  this  coast 
and  that  of  Chili,  where  they  are  (|uite  notorious;  and  besides,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  of 
these  motives  in  detail  on  board  the  ship  under  your  command,  the  day  of  my  arrival,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  captain  of  the  schooner  also  did  the  same.  You  then  proceed,  supported  by  your  wise  diplo- 
matic conceptions,  to  comment  upon  the  line  marked  out  by  the  blockade.  This  is  a  point,  although  not 
foreign  to  the  subject  in  question,  on  which  I  am  not  permitted  to  observe.  You  then  proceed  to  con- 
sider my  intentions  as  unfortunate,  since  the  government  has  omitted,  &c.,  &c.,  and  you  conclude  this 
chapter  by  observing  that,  although  the  blockade  were  valid,  that  the  stationed  force,  in  lieu  of  detain- 
ing, ought  merely  to  warn  neutral  vessels  from  the  port.  Respecting  the  uiiibrtunate  part  of  my  inten- 
tions in  this  case,  I  shall  not  take  upon  myself  the  liberty  of  deciding.  In  satisfying  the  enlightened 
confidence  of  my  government,  my  conscience  remains  tranquil.  The  decision  of  my  government  alone 
shall  actuate  my  conduct.  I  can  assure  your  excellency,  at  the  same  time,  with  regard  to  the  last  head 
of  this  chapter,  that  according  to  the  most  recent  orders  of  my  government,  the  time  fir  iid'orming  and 
warning  neutrals  and  friends  to  retire,  only  from  the  ports  comprehended  in  the  blockade,  has  expired. 
This  attentive  measure  has  taken  place  already,  and  still  is  put  in  practice  with  sliijis  wliicli  have  not 
entered  into  the  aforesaid  ports.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  tiic  veiy  respectable  note  from  your  excel- 
lency, you  inform  me  that,  in  the  six  weeks  you  liavc  been  oil'  tliis  coast,  no  arnu-d  sliip  has  appeared  to 
enforce  the  law,  which,  in  the  name  of  my  goverinnent,  1  have  exliibitcil  to  your  exccliency,  excepting  the 
brig  and  schooner  which  I  have  the  honor  of  eoinmanding,  now  anchored  in  tiiis  port,  &c.  Waiving  a 
discussion  in  reply  to  this  penultimate  of  your  excellency,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  the  present  case, 
which,  conformably  to  the  reasons  already  exhibited,  gives  me  suflicient  grounds  to  reclaim,  through 
your  excellency,  what  was  stated  on  the  10th,  and  rcjieated  on  the  11th,  regretting  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  ofler  any  other  terms,  on  the  present  day,  tlian  the  requisitions  proposed  in  my  communication 
of  the  11th.  You  terminate  your  note  by  informing  uiv  that  eight  days  after  your  arrival  at  Arica,  an 
armed  schooner  presented  herself  as  belonging  to  tlie  jiatriots  of  Peru,  yet  without  the  flag  which 
distinguishes  our  ships  of  war,  and  as  the  comluct  ot  this  armed  schooner  was  irregular  and  equivocal, 
your  excellency  is  persuaded  that  she  was  piratical;  on  which  subject  it  only  recurs  to  me  to  observe, 
that  probably  tlie  armed  schooner  fulfilled  the  insli  ucLions  of  the  government  to  which  she  was  responsible. 
Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ^  WILLIAM  PRUNIER. 

To  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 

U.  t!.  in  tlie  Pacific  Ocean,  Ship  Franklin,  Quilca. 


[Translation.] 

Belgeaxo,  July  13,  1822. 
I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  excellency  that  the  first  days  of  my  passage  were  attended  by 
bad  weather,  in  which  (although  inconsiderably)  the  sails  and  rigging  of  the  Belgrano  suffered.  The 
21st  June,  finding  myself  in  the  latitude  of  25  degs.  south,  I  stood  oil'  from  shore,  and  the  22d,  at  4  A. 
M.,  it  carried  away  the  foretop-mast,  and  the  maiiitoii-Mallaut-mast.  The  want  of  proper  means  to  replace 
the  first,  made  me  supply  its  place  with  a  mainto|i  saibyanl,  on  which  I  set  a  top-gallant  sail.     The  23d 

I  stood  in  shore  above  the  Quebrader  of  Caman s,    and    with   little   sail   and  wind,  I  directed  myself 

above  Arica,  wliose  port  I  recognized,  and  learnt  tliat  tliere  Avere  no  vessels  in  the  windward  ports.  I 
took  the  direction  of  Ylo,  informing  myself  by  the  iluancros,  and  had  partial  information  that  the  ship  of 
line  F.anklin,  and  two  or  three  vessels  more,  had  set  out  from  Arica  for  MoUieudo;  that,  having  disem- 
barked muskets  (not  exceeding  2,000)  in  the  former  port,  they  had  gone  to  transact  business  iu  Molliendo 
and  Quilca.  Finding  niyself  oif  the  -Morro  de  Sama,  I  saw  at  a  distance,  gave  chase  and  registered,  a 
whaler,  from  wlioni  1  nnichascd  a  toii-mast,  which,  although  not  a  proper  one  for  this  vessel,  supplies  the 
want  without  material  ililference.  The  6th  of  July,  the  schooner  Cruz  joined  me  at  Ylo,  in  whose  neigh- 
borhood she  had  made  the  land,  (some  few  days  before,)  and  had  on  board  Don  Marianna  Guzman,  the 
bearer  of  some  eonimunications  from  Col.  Lanza,  and  from  his  olficers  of  the  heights  of  La  Paz,  for  his 
excellency  the  Protector,  and  produced  his  passports,  that  it  appears  were  given  him  by  his  excellency  iu 
•Lima,  on  28th  November,  1S21.     As  those  letters  or  communictions  related  to  subjects  important  to" the 
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service,  I  have  thought  fit  to  retain  them,  that  they  might  be  of  use  to  his  excellency  the  Protector,  or 
the  general  who  may  be  entrusted  with  the  expedition  which  I  presume  will  soon  be  in  these  seas.  I 
gave  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  schooner  that  he  should  follow  me,  with  the  object  of  recognizing  the 
ports  towards  Quilca.  In  half  an  hour  Col.  Landa  observed  that  we  were  keeping  off  Ylo,  where  he  ought 
to  disembark;  he  accompanied  this  verbal  remonstrance  by  various  representations  should  he  not  disem- 
bark: at  last  I  determined  and  made  towards  Ylo,  after  having  arranged  that  the  schooner  should  follow 
on  this  night,  and  the  following  I  disembarked,  in  Pochoca,  the  colonel,  his  horses,  equipage  and  accompani- 
ments, and  afterwards  took  tlie  course  for  this  port,  where  I  arrived  on  the  9th,  at  9  A.  M.,  and  found  anchored 
the  Cruz,  ship  of  the  line  Franklin,  and  the  armed  merchant  ship  Canton,  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
French  ship  Telegraph;  of  the  last,  the  schooner  had  taken  possession  the  night  before,  as  it  appeared 
she  had  disembarked  effects  on  the  coast  according  to  the  statement  of  her  officers,  and  that  her  captain 
was  in  Arequipa.  At  the  moment  of  anchoring  I  sent  to  call  the  commander  of  the  schooner,  who 
informed  me  of  the  occurrences  with  the  French  ship;  and,  moreover,  that  he  was  informed  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Canton,  and  by  the  commodore  of  the  Franklin,  that  said  Canton  was  a  licensed  ship,  and 
conveyed  articles  and  munitions,  having  a  pendant  like  a  ship-of-war,  as  by  the  more  private  information 
whicli  he  had,  he  was  satisfied  she  was  a  merchant  ship,  and  had  sold  her  cargo. 

I  sent  an  official  letter  to  the  commodore  observing  to  him  this  singularity,  asking  him  for  a  formal 
declaration  of  the  nature  of  the  aforesaid  Canton,  anchored  under  the  protection  of  his  guns.  I  lay 
before  your  excellency  the  copies  of  the  communications  which,  till  now,  these  circumstances  have  pro- 
duced. By  the  French  ship  I  forward  your  excellency  the  person  who  returns  from  Col.  Landa  with  the 
aforesaid  communications,  by  which  your  excellency  can  inform  yourself  of  the  situation  of  the  people 
iu  this  direction.  As  my  occupations  do  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  detail  respecting  the  coast,  I  refer 
your  excellency  to  the  relation  that,  by  mutual  consent,  Don  Mariano  Vidal  (who  goes  on  board)  will 
make  to  his  excellency  the  Protector,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  your  excellency,  from  which  source  you 
will  be  informed  equally  of  the  conduct  of  the  commodore  with  regard  to  the  ship  Canton,  according  as 
I  am  myself  verbally  informed  by  various  persons. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PPvUNIER. 

To  the  illustrious  Minister  of  War  and  Marine,  Don  Thomas  Guido. 

It  is  a  copy.  VALDIVIESO. 

Attested:  H.  G.  W.^rd. 


New  York,  August  23,  1825. 

Sir:  We  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  one  of  our  firm  to 
repair  to  Washington  to  give  evidciici'  lirfuic  Ihe  court-martial,  now  in  session,  in  the  case  of  Commodore 
Stewart.  We  regret  that  our  necessaiy  utUiition  to  our  commercial  concerns  renders  it  very  inconveni- 
ent for  either  of  us  to  be  absent  from  New  York,  at  this  moment,  or  it  would  give  us  pleasure  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  goverimient. 

As  some  of  the  charges  against  Commodore  Stewart  refer  to  his  conduct  in  relation  the  ship  Canton, 
of  which  we  were  the  owners,  justice  to  ourselves  seems  to  require  that  we  should  state,  that  when  the 
Canton  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  from  this  port,  Captain  O'Sullivan,  who  was  the  master  of  said  ship,  and 
also  the  supercargo,  informed  us  that  he  had  sold  the  cargo  at  that  place,  to  a  Mr.  E.  Smith,  and  for- 
warded us  an  account  of  sales.  After  the  sale  of  the  cargo.  Captain  O'Sullivan  informed  us  that  he  had 
chartered  the  ship  to  a  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  $3,500  per  month,  and  forwarded  us  a  copy  of  the  char- 
ter party.  If  the  Canton  was,  after  this,  employed  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  smuggling,  or  in  aid- 
ing the  royalists  against  the  patriots  of  South  America,  she  has  been  so  employed  without  our  knowledge 
or  approbation,  or  consent,  and  at  a  time  when  she  was  out  of  our  control  under  the  charter  party.  Mr. 
Ward  went  to  the  Pacific  in  order  to  see  about  the  concerns  of  the  Canton,  and  her  cargo.  He  went  on 
board  of  the  Franklin,  not  iu  our  service,  where  he  remained  until  his  return  to  this  country.  As  we 
understand  Mr.  Ward  is  now  at  Washington,  we  presume  he  can  give  the  court  much  more  information 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Canton  and  her  cargo,  than  any  member  of  our  house  could  do,  were  he  examined. 

We  cannot,  however,  but  add,  that  all  the  cordage,  sails,  and  other  articles  procured  for  the  ship  in 
the  Pacific,  and  charged  to  us  in  our  accounts  with  Captain  O'Sullivan,  as  purchased  and  paid  for  by 
him — we  never  should  justify  or  permit  any  captain  of  ours  asking  or  receiving  articles  of  the  kind  from 
a  public  ship  of  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  and  paying  for  them,  when  it  was 
impossible  to  procure  them  elsewhere. 

We  have  understood  that,  at  Valparaiso,  the  carpenters  of  the  Franklin  were  employed  in  making 
some  slight  repairs  to  the  Canton,  it  not  being  practicable,  as  we  were  informed,  to  procure  a  carpenter 
at  that  place.  For  the  amount  of  this  work  we  are  charged  by  Captain  O'Sullivan,  as  being  paid  to  the 
carpenters  of  the  Franklin;  while  at  Rio  Janeiro,  application  was  made  to  a  British  frigate  for  a  carpen- 
ter to  do  similar  repairs,  which  was  granted  without  the  least  hesitation,  indeed,  with  the  utmost  politeness. 

The  account  of  sales  of  the  cargo  of  the  Canton,  at  Valparaiso,  and  the  charter  party  with  Mr.  Smith, 
and  the  accounts  furnished  to  us  by  Captain  O'Sullivan,  we  will,  with  pleasure,  forward  to  Washington, 
if  you  desire  it.  This  would  give  all  the  information  we  possess  in  relation  to  the  business.  Any  infor- 
mation in  our  power,  we  shall,  at  any  time,  cheerfully  communicate  to  the  government  upon  this,  or  upon 
any  other  subject,  (being  fully  aware,  however,  that  government  cannot  exact,  as  a  right,  the  information 
we  now  offer, )  and  we  regret  that  it  is  not  in  our  power,  at  this  time,  for  one  of  us  to  visit  Washington, 
agreeably  to  your  request. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

(Signed)  LE  ROY,  BAYARD  &  CO. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secrelanj  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Naxt  Department,  August  21,  1825. 

I  certify  the  within  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  letter,  on  file  in  this  Department. 

(Signed)  J.  BOYLE. 
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QuiLCA,  November  5,  1822. 
Sir:  We,  the  nndcrsig-ned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  having  been  informed  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart  thnt  tlie  United  States  ship  Franklin  shall  sail  hence  for  Valparaiso  very 
shortly,  in  which  event  our  comnici-ciul  ind'i-csts,  as  well  as  those  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  States 
in  the  interior  of  this  country,  ami  niurc  pintieularly  in  Arequipa  (amounting,  at  the  lowest  calculation, 
to  about  one  million  of  dollars,)  will  be  very  much  at  stake  on  the  arrival  of  the  intended  expedition 
from  Lima  against  that  city,  wiiicli  is  now  daily  expected,  do  humbly  request  that  Commodore  Chas. 
Stewart  will  take  into  his  most  serious  consideration  the  prejudice  which  may  occur  to  the  interests  of 
his  countrymen  in  this  part  of  Peru  by  the  removal  of  their  present  and  only  protecting  force,  and  that 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart  will,  if  it  be  not  incompatible  with  the  instructions  he  may  have  received 
from  our  governaient,  allow  the  U.  S.  ship  Franklin  to  remain  at  this  port  until  the  1st  of  the  ensuing 
month,  as  we  at  present  anticipate  that  we  shall,  in  that  interval,  have  suflScient  time  to  recover  our 
aforesaid  property. 

We  remain,  most  respectfully.  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  your  very  humble  servants, 
(Signed)  JOHN  O'SULLIVAN. 

ANTON  &  LOTTEN. 
GEO.  LITTLE. 
HARRY  PARSONS. 
JOHN  E.  HERON. 
ELIPHT.   SMITH. 
Commodore  Chakles  Stewart,  Commandcr-in- Chief  of  the  American  Naval  Forces  in  the  Pacific. 


Lima,  3Iaij  2,  1824. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  commander-in-chief  of  the  U.  S.  naval>  forces  in  the  Pacific: 

Sir:  Impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  zeal  and  ability  you  have  manifested  in  the  cause  of  your 
country  during  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  of  public  service,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  at  present  residing  or  transacting  business  in  Lima,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  express  to  you  their 
sense  of  your  conduct  in  the  command  on  this  coast.  You  are  now  about  to  leave.  The  duties  you  have 
had  to  perform  have  been  no  less  arduous  than  various,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  countries  to 
which  your  command  extended.  You  arrived  at  a  time  when  the  revolutionary  governments  of  Peru  and 
Chili,  intoxicated  with  success,  and  regardless  of  every  principle  of  national  law,  preyed  upon  the  unof- 
fending neutral  at  will.  By  your  firmness  their  rapacity  was  restrained,  and  by  j'our  skill  their  friendly 
relations,  which  our  government  is  so  anxious  to  maintain,  has  remained  unimpaired.  We  are  grateful  to 
acknowledge  the  readiness  with  which  you  have  at  all  times  listened  to  the  complaints  or  wishes  of  your 
countrymen,  and  the  promptness  with  which  you  have  afforded  them  all  the  protection  your  situation 
would  permit. 

With  these  feelings,  which  are  as  sincere  on  our  part  as  they  are  well  founded,  we  look  with  peculiar 
regret  to  your  departure,  and  especially  at  this  moment,  when  circumstances  so  strongly  demand  rather 
the  increase  tlian  the  diminution  of  force  on  this  station.  Within  a  few  days  an  unauthorized  blockade 
has  been  declared  under  the  flag  of  a  country  which  in  reality  has  no  longer  any  existence,  and  which, 
therefore,  leaves  us  without  the  smallest  hope  of  future  reparation  for  any  wrongs  it  may  inflict  upon  us. 
The  experience  you  have  acquired  during  your  long  command  in  this  ocean,  and  the  imposing  force  of  the 
Franklin,  would  doubtless  be  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the  distinguished  officer  who  has  come  to  succeed 
you,  and  your  remaining  here  a  very  short  period  would  greatly  facilitate  his  future  operations.  With 
these  views,  and  under  the  urgency  of  circumstances  which  have  so  recently  arisen,  we  most  earnestly 
hope  that  you  may  be  induced  to  delay  your  departure  for  a  short  period,  since  by  so  doing  the  new 
danger  that  threatens  the  extinction  of  our  commerce  may  in  all  probability  be  removed. 

The  amount  of  interest  at  stake,  the  distant  position  of  our  country,  and  the  threatening  evils  to 
which  we  allude,  all  seem  to  us  to  require  it,  and  we  have  therefore  no  doubt  they  will  justify  to  our 
government  your  remaining  a  few  weeks  longer.  Perhaps  a  few  days  only  may  dissipate  the  "dangers 
that  are  gathering.  You  may,  in  this  case,  probably  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  contributed  to  save 
a  large  amount  of  property  to  your  fellow  citizens,  of  which,  if  they  are  despoiled,  neither  they  nor 
their  government  have  any  power  to  look  to  for  future  compensation.  Whatever  may  be  your  determi- 
nation, we  offer  to  you  our  most  cordial  wishes  for  your  safe  return  to  your  country,  where  we  feel 
satisfied  you  will  receive  the  approbation  from  your  government  and  fellow  citizens  which  your  long  and 
efficient  services  so  justly  merit. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens, 
(Signed) 

WILLIAM  H.  CONCKLING.  CHAS.  MANCHESTER. 

JOHN  C.  GREEN.  A.  H.  BURROWS. 

SAMUEL  ERWIN.  PERRY  BOWERS. 

RUSSELL  BALDWIN.  WM.  JOHNSON,  Jr. 

MOSES  GIBBS.  HENRY  L.  DECOVEN. 

JOS.  JAMES.  HIRAM  PUTNAM. 

JAMES  BRADLEY.  J.  A.  STEVENSON. 

J.  M.  SEBER.  ROZMAN  LAWRENCE. 

NIXON  &  McCALL.  JOS.  McCOMB. 

DANIEL  W.  COIT.  J.  JONES. 

JOHN  DONNELL. 
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Bephj. 

United  States  Snip  Franklin-,  Callao  Bay,  Nay  4,  1824. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  tlie  honor  to  address  me  on  the  2d  instant,  and  for 
which  I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks,  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  assure  you  that  the  order  to  return 
with  this  ship  to  the  United  States  is  peremptory;  but  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  meet  any  new  responsibility  ..ri,u;iii;itiii,i;-  in  l!i;it  circumstance,  particularly  as  all  are  aware  of 
the  great  desire  of  the  Executive  (uixciiiiiK.'iit  of  uur  comitry  to  aflbrd  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and  their 
property,  protection,  which  has  been  .so  ri'pcM.tcdly  evinri'd  by  the  adequate  force  they  have  constantly 
maintained  in  this  sea,  since  its  exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  of  lawless  depredations  by  those  who 
acknowledge  no  rights  but  those  offeree  and  expediency;  but  the  period  having  arrived  in  which  a  large 
portion  of  our  crew,  (already  much  diminished,)  are  entitled  to  their  discharge,  under  the  faith  of  our 
government,  and  which  circumstance,  in  a  very  short  time,  might  render  this  ship  no  longer  serviceable, 
and  incapacitate  her  from  returning,  I  conceive  it  would  be  encountering  too  high  a  responsibility,  and 
which  the  ultimate  state  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  would  not  justiiy. 

Tiie  good  opinion  you  have  been  pleased  to  express,  of  my  poor  exertions  and  zeal,  since  I  have 
been  found  serving  under  the  flag-  of  my  Country,  merit  my  warmest  gratitude,  and  at  all  times,  and 
under  all  circumstances,  I  shall  derive  consolation  from  the  circumstance  that  at  least  those  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  trading  in  and  to  these  countries  approbate  the  course  I  have  pursued,  and  the  protection  I 
have  endeavored  to  afford. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  and  a  happy  return  to  your 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  rcspectfullj-,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  '  CHARLES  STEWART. 

To  Messrs.  Nixox  &  McCall,  David  W.  Cobb,  AVilliam  IL  Conckling,  John  C.  Green,  and  olhcr.i. 
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Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  court: 

It  must  certainly  be  a  subject  of  sincere  congratulation  to  us  all  that  this  painful  and  interesting 
investigation  approaches  its  conclusion.  In  its  progress  it  has  awakened  the  most  various  and  agitating 
feelings;  the  enormity  of  the  charges,  the  precision,  as  to  time,  place  and  circumstances,  with  which  they 
were  stated,  and  the  tone  of  confidence  they  assumed,  were  calculated,  on  their  first  presentation,  to  alarm 
the  most  steadfast  friends  of  the  accused,  and  even  to  shake  the  constancy  of  his  own  firm  mind,  sustain- 
ed as  it  was  by  the  consciousness  of  absolute  and  entire  rectitude;  but,  as  the  inquiry  moved  on,  as  the 
evidence  gradually  developed  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  the  charges  and  specifications  fell,  one  after  anothei-, 
as  they  were  successively  touched  by  the  wand  of  truth,  every  foreboding  fear  subsided,  every  anxious 
doubt  was  silenced,  and  the  accused  might  look  back  with  a  proud  but  grateful  satisfaction  upon  the 
course  he  had  passed  over,  in  which  it  is  believed  no  eye  can  discover  one  motive  he  should  blush  to  own, 
or  one  act  he  should  desire  to  recall. 

But  even  with  the  prospect  of  this  happy  and  triumphant  termination,  the  case  excites  some  distress- 
ing reflections.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  spectacle  more  murtiryin.^-  In  pmrcssional  pride,  more  afflictive 
to  a  generous  spirit,  than  it  has  presented;  an  ofiiccr  of  llie  lii,L;-lirst  rank  ami  longest  service,  whose 
name,  familiar  to  the  ear  of  his  country,  had  hitherto  l«en  associated  only  with  proud  recollections,  pub- 
licly accused  of  multiplied  and  varied  transgi'essions,  ruinous  to  his  professional,  degrading  to  his  private 
character! 

One  circumstance  only  mitigates  the  pain  of  this  reflection;  the  publicity  which  has  been  giveu  to 
these  charges,  the  unhesitating  confidence  with  which  they  have  been  asserted,  rendered  the  investigation 
necessary  to  the  vindication  of  his  own  and  his  country's  honor. 

The  government  would  have  been  deemed  accessory  to  oifences  thus  boldly  imputed  if  they  were  not 
investigated;  the  accused  himself  might  have  been  cnndomnod  by  the  malevolent  or  unthinking,  as  his  inno- 
cence had  not  been  manifest  by  a  i>ulilic  trial.  The  invc,sti;;ation  has  inilocil  been  iiiinnte,  searching  and 
severe,  but  candor  requires  him  to  admit  that  it  li.is  brcn  frank  and  lilierul;  on  his  part  1  may  be  permit- 
ted to  add  that  he  has  opposed  no  iinpedinient  to  full  inquiry,  and  that  he  has  evinced  an  inclination  to 
seek  security  only  in  his  innocence.  ^ 

It  cannot  have  escaped  your  observation  that  the  very  facts  specified  to  support  the  first  charge  of 
"  unofficer-like  conduct,"  are  relied  on  in  many  instances  to  sustain  the  other  charges  of  "disobedience 
of  orders"  and  "neglect  of  duty."  In  other  instances  the  same  facts,  by  subdivision,  or  eliange  of 
phraseology  in  stating  them,  form  the  subject  of  distinct  specifications  under  the  sanir  rliarui'.  This  is 
not  numtioned  in  the  spirit  of  complaint.  Such  a  mode  of  preferring  charges  is  usnal  and  pro]ier,  and 
often  indispensable  to  accommodate  the  accusation  to  the  actual  state  of  the  proofs,  drawn  IVoin  nmni>rous 
sources,  unexposed  until  the  trial.  It  produces,  however,  some  inconvenience  to  tlii>  acrnsoil.  It  imjioses 
on  him  the  alternative  of  breaking  the  continuity  and  impairing  the  vigor  of  his  dil'oiicc  liy  delaehcd  and 
partial  explanations,  and  at  the  same  time  fatiguing  the  court  by  unavoidable  repetitions;  or  of  exposing 
himself  to  the  suspicion  of  evading  charges  to  wliich  he  docs  not  fornnilly  and  separately  reply. 

To  this  suspicion  the  accused  ought  not,  in  this  instance,  to  be  exposed.  In  the  statement  offered 
preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  his  proofs  he  has  already  noticed  each  sperilieation,  in  the  order  of  the 
proseention,  and  apprised  the  court  and  the  judge  advocate,  frankly  and  distinetly,  of  the  matters  on 
which  he  relied  to  repel  them.  He  hopes,  therefore,  to  be  acquitted  of  all  intentions  to  einde  any  specifi- 
cation, though  his  defence  entirely  disregards  the  order  of  their  arrangement.  Tlii>  eoiiv<'nien('e  of  the 
court  will  be  promoted,  and  the  harmony  and  perspicuity  of  his  explanations  will  be  liest  preserved,  by 
generalizing  the  offences  imputed  to  him,  by  bringing  into  groups  all  the  scattered  tacts  applicable  to 
each  offence,  and  thus  presenting  in  one  connected  view  any  circumstance  which  can  influence  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  in  deciding  on  his  guilt  or  innocence.  No  part  of  the  accusation  on  which  the  slightest 
evidence  has  been  olTered  to  his  prejudice  will  be  intentionally  pretermitted.  Thus  generalized,  the 
charges  impute  to  Commodore  Stewart  tim  kindii  of  offence;  one  to  foreign  nations,  by  applying  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  the  governments  of  Chili  and  Pern  from  exercising  their  belligerent 
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lights,  and  to  aid  in  the  violation  of  their  municipal  laws;  another,  to  his  own  government,  by  applying 
that  force  to  subserve  improper  personal  interest;  and  by  numerous  acts  of  maladministration  in  the 
internal  police  and  discipline  of  his  squadron. 

Of  these  offences,  the  first  in  order  and  dignity  is  that  alleged  to  have  been  committed  against  Chili 
and  Peru;  as  to  these  governments  there  is  scarcely  any  wrong  that  a  naval  commander  could  commit, 
which  these  charges  do  not  impute  to  the  accused.  Their  dignity,  as  independent  nations,  scorned  and 
insulted;  the  exercise  of  their  undeniable  belligerent  rights,  to  contiscate  contraband  trade,  and  to  enforce 
blockade,  opposed  and  prevented  by  terror,  or  by  arras;  their  military  expeditions  frustrated  and  defeated 
by  spies,  (of  whom  he  was  the  coadjutor  and  protector);  their  enemies  supplied  with  military  means; 
the  obligations  of  neutrality  (which  the  commander  of  an  American  squadron  was  specially  bound  to 
observe  in  favor  of  a  people  warring  for  their  national  independence)  contemned  and  violated;  these  are 
high  offences  against  the  law  of  nations  which  Commodore  Stewart  is  said  to  have  committed  toward  Chili 
and  Peru.  As  to  their  internal  and  municipal,  rights  he  is  said  to  have  stooped  from  his  high  station  to 
become  a  smuggler,  and  to  participate  in  the  shameful  gains  of  other  violators  of  the  revenue  laws,  aided 
by  him  in  the  perpetration  of  their  frauds. 

Before  we  enter  on  details,  some  preliminary  matter  must  be  noticed. 

The  situation  of  Commodore  Stewart  on  his  cruise  in  the  Pacific  was  both  novel  and  delicate.  It 
was  not  the  ordinary  one  of  an  executive  officer  entrusted  with  the  arms  of  his  government  to  be  applied 
to  a  specific  object,  under  prescribed  circumstances  and  in  a  defined  manner.  To  a  certain  extent  he  was 
invested  with  a  different,  and  (if  I  may  so  express  it,)  diplomatic  character;  much  was  left  to  his  judg- 
ment and  discretion.  His  instructions  informed  him  that  he  was  "  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Franklin,  destined  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world."  He  was  "  to  ascertain  whether  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  had 
been  molested  by  the  cruising  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  and  consult  with  the  agent,  Mr.  Prevost, 
as  to  the  causes  of  such  molestation,  and  the  best  moans  of  affording  relief  and  protection  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  and  their  property." 

The  means  placed  under  his  control  to  attain  these  objects  were  the  Franklin  and  the  Dolphin.  In 
all  his  operations  he  was  specially  instructed  to  remember  what  was  due  to  the  neutral  situation  of  the 
United  States. 

That  the  dangers  to  which  the  lawful  trade  of  neutrals  was  exposed  were  neither  unfrequent  in 
occurrence,  inconsiderable  in  amount,  or  confined  to  the  subjects  of  one  nation,  is  proved,  not  only  by  the 
evidence  now  given,  but  attested  by  the  acts  of  every  nation  whose  commerce  floated  in  those  seas. 
England  and  France,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  found  it  necessary  to  send  there  a  naval  force  to  pro- 
tect their  trade  from  the  profligate  rapacity  which  assailed  it  on  land  and  sea,  under  the  guise  of  bellio-e- 
rent  seizure.  Their  policy  was  perhaps  the  same.  They  wished  to  maintain  a  neutral  attitude  in  the 
civil  war.  England  and  the  United  States  avowedly;  France,  it  is  possible,  covertly,  wished  success  to 
the  revolutionary  cause.  One  motive  was  common  to  all,  a  desire  to  open  to  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing enterprise  a  vast  theatre,  which  the  jealous  and  exclusive  spirit  of  colonial  government  had  held 
closed  against  them.  As  to  two  of  these  powers,  more  noble  and  generous  considerations  mingled  them- 
selves with  their  commercial  views;  neither  England  nor  the  United  States  were  indifferent  to  the  moral 
and  political  improvement  of  South  America,  which  would  follow  in  the  train  of  free  and  liberal  institutions. 

While  each  of  these  powers,  therefore,  threw  its  shield  over  its  commerce  in  the  Pacific,  it  certainly 
was  not  desired  by  either  that  actual  force  should  be  employed  to  protect  it.  That  might  commit  their 
neutrality,  if  executed  against  the  royalist  party,  and,  if  in  their  favor,  might  retard,  or  perhaps  jeopard 
the  revolutionary  cause.  Security  to  the  citizens  and  trade  was  therefore  hoped  to  be  attainable,  rather 
by  moral  than  physical  power,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  naval  force  adequate  to  repress  outrages  upon  it, 
by  either  of  the  belligerents,  rather  than  its  actual  employment. 

If  this  were  not  the  policy  and  design  of  the  American  government,  sending  a  naval  force  into  the 
Pacific  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  ridiculous  parade  and  idle  expenditure.  A  minister  or  charge  des 
affaires  would  have  been  a  more  appropriate,  safe,  economical  instrument  to  protect  American  commerce, 
than  a  naval  squadron. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  Commodore  Stewart  conceived  his  instructions.  His  squadron  was  sent  "for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce  of  this  country  in  the  Pacific:"  but  he  was  to  give  this  protec- 
tion by  the  most  scrupulous  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  belligerents.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  if  in  aught 
he  has  transgressed  against  them.  The  accusation  to  which  your  attention  is  first  invited,  is  that  respect- 
ing the  intended  capture  of  the  Canton  by  the  Peruvian  cruiser  Belgrano,  which  forms  the  subject  of  the 
third  specification  of  the  first  charge,  and  the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge. 

The  fact  charged  is,  that  Commodore  Stewart  employed  the  naval  force  under  his  command  in  pre- 
venting the  commander  of  the  Peruvian  brig  Belgrano  from  enforcing  the  laws  and  instructions  of  his 
government,  by  taking  and  sending  in  for  adjudication,  an  American  ship  called  the  Canton,  detected  in 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  to  the  injury  of  said  government.  The  motive  ascribed  to  him  for  this  employ- 
ment of  the  naval  force  is,  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  pecuniary  profit  of  said  illicit  voyages  and 
transactions  of  the  aforesaid  ship  Canton. 

The  relation  which  Commodore  Stewart  bore  to  the  Canton,  her  owners  and  captain,  will  be  hereafter 
minutely  examined,  when  other  charges  respecting  that  vessel  come  under  review.  It  will  suffice,  now, 
to  say  that  it  is  undeniably  proved  that  "he  was  not  concerned,  directlj'  or  indirectly,"  in  the  pecuniary 
profits  of  any  voyages  or  transactions  of  the  Canton,  either  licit  or  illicit.  His  offence,  whatever  it  may 
be,  can  therefore  receive  no  aggravation  from  the  base  and  interested  motives  which  are  gratuitously  said 
to  have  stimulated  him  to  its  perpetration.  There  is  no  evidence  applicable  to  this  matter  in  the  terms 
in  which  it  is  charged  by  the  specification.  The  terms  "  illicit  trade"  apply  onlj'  to  that  carried  on  in 
contravention  of  municipal  regulations,  and  not  to  trade  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  nations,  as  being  either 
contraband  or  with  a  blockaded  port.  Such  is  the  meaning  of  these  terms  as  fixed  by  mercantile  usage 
and  commercial  law.  In  this  sense  the  specification  has  used  them,  for  the  "  illicit  trade"  in  which  the 
Canton  is  thereby  said  to  have  been  detected,  is  represented  to  have  been  carried  on  against  the  laws  and 
instructions  of  the  existing  government  of  Peru,  and  not  against  the  public  law.  Now  there  is  not  even 
the  slightest  evidence  that  the  commander  of  the  Belgrano  ever  wished  to  seize  the  Canton  under  any 
pretext  that  she  had  violated  the  municipal  laws  of  Peru,  or  any  of  its  internal  regulations.     The  only 
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occasion  in  which  his  wish  to  seize  this  vessel  was  even  intimated,  was  while  she  was  lying  at  Quilca, 
and  then  the  sole  charge  against  her  was  a  violation  of  blockade.  It  is  a  settled  and  well-known  principle 
in  military,  as  well  as  civil  courts,  that  a  prosecution  cannot  be  sustained  by  the  proof  of  any  other 
offence  than  the  very  one  of  which  the  prisoner  is  notified  by  the  accusation.  If  Commodore  Stewart 
chose  to  avail  himself  of  this  technical  defence,  he  might  then  safely  insist,  that  there  is  no  proof  of  the 
matter  charged,  and  that  he  is  bound  to  give  no  answer  to  proofs  Avhich  apply  to  a  different  matter  for 
which  he  is  not  arraigned.  But  he  disdains  to  shelter  himself  behind  technical  coverings.  He  will  not 
purchase  security  at  the  price  of  honor;  it  is  reproach,  not  punishvient,  he  feels  desirous  to  avert.  He 
wishes,  tlierefore,  to  be  understood  in  this,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  trial,  as  waiving  every  objec- 
tion of  a  technical  character,  and  consenting  that  his  conduct  bo  scrutinized  by  the  com-t,  though 
embraced  by  no  specifications. 

The  transaction  to  which  the  specification  is,  perhaps,  intended  to  apply,  is  alluded  to  in  the  testi- 
mony of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  and  is  recorded  in  the  correspondence  between  Commodore  Stewart  and 
Captain  Prunier.  I  beg  permission  to  offer  you  an  epitome.  In  the  month  of  July,  1822,  the  Peruvian 
brig-of-war,  Belgrano,  arrived  off  Quilca,  at  which  port  the  Franklin,  the  ship  Canton,  and  the  French 
ship  Telegraph,  had  been  some  time  lying.  Captain  Prunier,  who  commanded  the  Belgrano,  addressed  a 
letter  to  Commodore  Stewart,  in  which  he  stated  that  "  he  had  observed  the  ship  Canton  using  the  pendant 
of  a  ship-of-war  of  the  United  States,  anchored  at  the  side  of  the  ship  of  the  line  under  his  (Commodore 
Stewart's)  command,  and  being  informed  by  other  means  that  said  ship  was  only  a  merchantman,  and 
transacting  commercial  business  on  the  coast,  he  wished  to  know  from  Commodore  Stewart  if  she  was  a 
ship-of-war,  or  not."  It  is  proved  by  Lieut.  Hammersley  that  the  Canton  was  at  that  time  anchored 
from  the  Franklin  at  the  distance  usual  for  vessels  in  port. 

To  this  communication,  Commodore  Stewart  replied,  "  that  the  Canton  was  a  private  vessel  belong-J 
ing  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.     As  to  wearing  a  pendant,  there  was  no  law  or  practice  of 
United  States  prohibiting  its  use  to  private  armed  vessels  belonging  to  North  America." 

On  the  next  day  Captain  Prunier  went  on  board  the  Franklin  and  handed  Commodore  Stewart  a  letter' 
from  himself  In  this  he  stated  that  "  from  the  nature  of  the  instructions  from  his  government,  he  had 
found  sufiicient  motives  to  detain  the  Canton,  and  send  her  in  to  be  disposed  of  by  his  government'" 
that  "he  had  determined  to  do  so  on  the  morrow;  but.  Commodore  Stewart  being  the  representative  of 
the  government  to  which  she  belonged,  he  communicated  it  to  him  for  his  information."  In  this  official 
letter,  either  by  design  or  accident,  no  cause  was  assigned  for  the  intended  seizure.  But  the  verbal 
remarks  of  Captain  Prunier,  as  proved  by  Lieutenant  Hunter,  gave  notice  of  them.  In  the  subsequent 
correspondence  they  are  distinctly  avowed. 

On  the  1st  of  July  Captain  Prunier  sent  another  letter  to  Commodore  Stewart,  in  which,  after  tefer- 
ring  to  his  former  communication,  and  stating,  that  he  had  received  no  reply,  he  expressed  a  wish  to 
have,  immediately,  Commodore  Stewart's  determination,  in  order,  "if  it  were  practicable,  to  reconcile  it 
with  the  performance  of  his  duties,"     On  the  same  day  Commodore  Stewart  wrote  to  Captain  Prunier. 
Apprised  by  the  several   communications  of  that  officer,  that  the  pretext  for  her  seizure  was  a  breach  of 
blockade  by  the  Canton,  and  believing,  for  reasons  which  will  hereafter  be  explained,  that  he  ought  not 
to  suffer  her  to  be  seized  on  that  pretext,  he  informed  Captain  Prunier  that  "  he  liad  been  sent  into  that 
sea  to  protect  the   citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  their  property,  in  all  their  lawful  pursuits;  and  as 
the  Canton  had  done  no  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Captain  Prnnier  could  have  no  legal  pretext 
for  interfering  with  her;  that  she  was  entitled  to  protection,  and  would  be  defended,  as  property  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."     In  his  reply  to  that  letter.  Captain  Prunier,   openly   and  officially, 
among  other  matters,  "  that  the  free  government  of  Peru  had  formally  declared  the  coast  of  Peru  underJ 
a  vigorous  blockade  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  degree  of  south  latitude,"  and  the  violations  of  that  blockade, 
by  trading  at  Arica,  Molliendo  and  Quilca,  were  assigned  as  the  offences  for  which  he  desired  to  seize  the>l 
Canton.     The  commodore,  waiving  the  inquiry  if  the  blockade  itself  was  not  illegal,  replied,  "that  thef| 
Peruvian  government  had  omitted  to  comply  with  the  first  and  most  essential  requisite  which  constitute 
a  legitimate  blockade,  to  wit,  stationing  a  competent  force  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  neutrals,  and 
warn  them  away  in  the  first  instance." 

Had  the  Canton  been  found  by  Commodore  Stewart  in  the  actual  possession  of  Captain  Prunier,  or 
had  that  officer,  without  any  communication  of  his  intentions  and  reasons,  taken  possession  of  the  Cant 
in  the  port  of  Quilca,  on  the  charge  of  breach  of  blockade.   Commodore  S.,  though  satisfied  of  her  inno-l 
cence,  ought  to  have  deliberated  seriously  before  he  retook  her  by  force.     Forcible  opposition  to  bellige-c! 
rent  seizure,  or  forcible  recapture,  are  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  nations,  even  by  a  private  neutral;  theil 
offence  is  greatly  aggravated  if  the  force  be  applied  by  a  national  ship,  for  that  tends  directly  to  wari 
with  the  neutral  government  to  which  she  belongs.     The  repose  of  the  world  requires  the  neutral,  how- 
ever innocent,  to  submit  to  the  capture.     The  comity  of  nations  presumes,  that  the  prize  court  will  impar-j 
tially  decide  on  the  propriety  of  the  seizure,  and  if  it  prove  illegal,  will  restore  the  property,  and  indem- 
nify the  neutral  for  all  injury  sustained.     The  government  of  the  belligerent  stands  responsible  for  thej 
flagrant  injustice  of  its  courts.     Whether  that  principle  applies  to  a  people  not  recognized  as  independent,.] 
not  yet  admitted  into  the  society  of  nations,  and,  therefore,  presenting  no  government  responsible  toa 
foreign  nations;  and,  if  applicable,  how  far  it  was   modified  by  Commodore   Stewart's  instructions,  and'! 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  sent  on  that  duty,  or  by  the  known  profligacy  of  public  and  pri-' 
vate  citizens  of  both  belligerents,  (who  affected  to  detect  crime  wherever  they  could  discover  spoil,)  oP 
by  the  consideration  that  in  a  moment  of  revolution,  of  great  personal  exasperation,  and  of  much  public] 
necessity,  the  prize  court,  yet  green  and  inexperienced  in  the  knowledge  and  application  of  public  law, 
could  not  be  expected  to  deny,  by  their  sentence,  the  legality  of  a  blockade  ordered  by  their  own  govern- 
ment; all  these  considerations  would  merit  your  most  serious  thought,  had  this  been  a  recapture  by  I 
Commodore   Stewart.     It  is  probable,  however,  that,  even  then,  it  would  have  been  found  the  duty  of  J 
Commodore  Stewart  to  dispossess  Captain  Prunier  of  his  spoil. 

Sucii,  however,  was  not  the  state  of  things.  Captain  Prunier  thought  proper  to  premonish  Com. 
Stewart  of  his  intention  and  his  reasons,  and  to  express  his  wish  "  to  reconcile  Com.  Stewart's  determina-  ] 
tion  with  his  duties  to  his  own  government."  The  silent  acquiescence  of  Com.  Stewart  would  have  I 
amounted  to  a  tacit  permission  to  make  the  seizure;  and,  consequently,  to  an  implied  admission  of  the] 
legality  of  the  blockade.  But  it  did  not  suit  the  views  of  Capt.  Prunier  and  his  government,  that  the 
propriety  of  the  seizure,  and  the  legality  of  the  blockade,  should  rest  on  tacit  admission.     With  indecorous  , 
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liaste,  he  pressed  Com.  Stewart  for  a  written  reply.  No  alternative  was  left  liim,  appealed  to  as  "  the 
representative  of  his  government,"  but  either  formally  to  authorize  the  seizure,  and  as  formally  to  admit  the 
lawfulness  of  the  blockade;  or,  referring,  as  he  did,  to  his  instructions,  to  express  his  determination  to 
protect  the  Canton  "  in  her  laiiful  pursuits,"  and  to  deny  the  validity  of  the  paper  blockade,  which  she 
was  said  to  have  violated. 

The  correctness  of  his  determination  upon  this  subject  calls  for  our  admiration,  and  not  our  reproach. 
During  twenty-seven  years  of  naval  services,  his  hand  has  been  more  familiar  with  the  sword  than  with 
the  pen.  The  quarter  dock,  not  the  closet,  has  been  the  scene  of  his  employment.  His  meditations  have 
been  occupied  by  those  high  musings  which  fit  the  mind  to  conceive  and  to  execute  acts  of  chiyalr(jus 
and  daring  valor,  and  not  in  the  abstractions  of  legal  science  on  the  subtile  dis(iuisitions  of  Putleudorif 
and  Grotius,  and  Vattel.  His  determination  is  believed  to  have  been  exactly  such  as  the  law  of  nations 
warranted  and  his  duty  to  his  government  enjoined.  And,  I  venture  to  jjredict,  that  the  maimer  in  which 
he  maintained  the  neutral  rights  of  his  country  in  his  correspondence  with  the  royal  and  patriot  govern- 
ments, will  be  both  admired  for  its  ability,  and  sanctioned  for  its  correctness. 

The  blockade  was  declared  by  San  Martin  in ,  after  he  had  expelled  the  royalists  from  Lima, 

and  taken  possession  of  the  capital  of  Peru.  It  was  a  blockade  by  latitude,  and  comprehends,  as  you 
have  seen,  a  coast  of  eight  hundred  rniles.  The  maritime  force  of  Peru  at  that  time  consisted  of  two 
brigs  and  two  schooners,  and  but  a  small  portion  of  that  puny  force  was  employed  in  the  actual  enforce- 
ment of  the  blockade;  not  one  of  them  had  been  seen  by  the  squadron  until  the  arrival  of  the  Belgrano. 
Had  the  government  of  Peru  a  right,  by  this  sweeping  prohibition,  sustained  by  so  inconsiderable  a  force, 
to  interdict  the  trade  of  neutrals  with  so  extensive  and  ricli  a  region?  On  such  a  pretext,  should  Com. 
Stewart  have  given  up  the  commerce  of  his  country  as  spoil? 

No  branch  of  public  law  is  better  defined,  or  more  generally  understood,  than  that  of  blockade. 
The  general  doctrines  are  recognized  by  all  civilized  powers,  whatever  occasional  infractions  necessity 
or  injustice  have  made  on  it.  In  the  protracted  and  deadly  wars,  which,  in  our  days,  have  convulsed 
Europe,  neutral  rights  have  been  assailed  by  every  mode  of  belligerent  annoyance.  By  none  has  it  been 
more  threatened,  than  by  schemes  of  blockade,  professing  to  distress  the  enemy,  but  often  intended  to 
rob  friends.     By  no  nation  has  the  injustice  of  these  measures  been  more  severely  felt  than  by  our  own. 

While  our  policy  continues,  as  it  heretofore  most  wisely  has  been,  peaceful  and  neutral,  no  nation 
is  so  deeply  interested  in  restraining  the  right  of  blockade  within  its  proper  limits,  and  denying  the 
validity  of  mere  paper  blockades,  which  affect  to  maintain  by  proclamation  and  the  stroke  of  the  pen, 
wliat  the  laws  of  nations  allow  to  be  attained  by  arms  and  actual  investment.  From  a  recent  elementary 
work  of  great  respectability,  (Chitty's  Laws  of  Nations,  pp.  128,  131,)  I  beg  leave  to  state  the  estab- 
lished doctrine.     The  court  may  test  its  accuracy  by  consulting  the  original  authorities  cited  in  it. 

"If,"  says  Vattel,  "  I  lay  siege  to  a  place,  or  simply  blockade  it,  I  have  a  right  to  hinder  any  one 
from  entering,  and  to  treat  as  an  enemy  whosoever  attempts  to  enter  the  place,  or  carry  anything  to  the^ 
besieged,  without  my  leave;  for  he  opposes  my  undertaking,  and  may  contribute  to  the  miscarriage  of 
it,  and  this  involves  me  in  all  the  misfortunes  of  an  unsuccessful  war. 

"  Clear,  however,  and  indisputable  as  this  right  is,  just  and  necessary  as  is  the  exercise  of  it,  it  can- 
not be  denied  but  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  severe  and  harsh  in  its  operation  of  any  that  is  inscribed  in 
the  whole  code  of  public  law.  It  is  under  this  impression  that  tribunals  of  the  law  of  nations,  before 
they  have  enforced  the  provisions  of  a  blockade,  have  uniformly  required  it  to  be  established  by  clear 
and  unequivocal  evidence;  first,  that  the  party  proceeded  against  has  had  due  notice  of  the  existence  of 
the  blockade;  and  secondly,  that  the  squadron  alloted  for  its  execution  was  fully  competent  tocut  oif  all 
communications  with  the  interdicted  port.  These  points  have  been  deemed  so  indispensably  requisite  to  the 
existence  of  a  legal  blockade,  that  the  failure  of  either  of  them  has  been  held  to  amount  to  an  entire 
defeasance  of  the  measure,  and  this  even  in  cases  where  the  notification  of  it  has  issued  immediately 
from  the  fountain  of  supreme  authority.  The  blockade  must  not  only  have  been  declared  by  competent 
authority,  but  must  be  also  an  actually  existing  blockade.  A  blockade  is  then  only  to  be  considered  as 
actually'  existing,  when  there  is  a  force  to  enforce  it.  The  very  notion  of  a  complete  blockade,  said  Sir 
William  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  Steel,  "  includes  that  the  besieging  force  can  apply  its  power  to  every 
point  of  the  blockaded  state.  If  it  cannot,  there  is  no  blockade  of  that  part  where  its  power  cannot  be 
brought  to  bear." 

But  Commodore  Stewart  was  apprised  of  the  opinion  of  his  government  in  relation  to  such  a  blockade. 
Some  time  before  he  sailed.  Chili  had  declared  a  blockade  that  had  a  greater  show  of  lawfulness;  for  Chili 
had  a  respectable  fleet,  under  Lord  Cochrane,  to  enforce  it.  It  was,  however,  deemed  illegal  on  account 
of  its  extent,  and  the  want  of  an  adequate  and  permanent  force  to  sustain  it.  The  instructions  to  Com- 
modore Stewart  prove  this.  The  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Forbes, 
commercial  agent  at  Buenos  Ayres,  is,  if  possible,  more  explicit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  I.  M.  Forbes,  dated  July  6,  1820: 

"  The  allegation  of  Lord  Cochrane,  that  there  had  been  on  the  part  of  the  Gazelle  a  breach  of  blockade, 
is  fully  repelled  in  the  memorial.  It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Prevost  of  16th  May,  1819,  that  he  had 
remonstrated  with  the  government  against  this  paper  blockade  of  Lord  Cochrane.  He  says  the  subject 
was  met  with  great  frankness,  and  all  claim  of  forfeiture  for  any  infraction  disavowed,  as  to  any  place 
where  no  actual  force  was  employed,  and  the  form  preserved  only  to  deter  unfriendly  neutrals  from 
entering  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  information.  His  disavowal  was  but  partially  satisfactory.  A  paper 
blockade  of  fifty  degrees  of  latitude  or  a  thousand  leagues  of  coast,  is  illegal  throughout  its  whole  extent, 
even  for  the  ports  which  may  be  in  actual  blockade;  otherwise  every  capture  under  a  notified  blockade 
would  be  legal,  because  the  capture  itself  would  be  proof  of  the  blockading  force.  Lord  Cochrane's 
notification  was  not  of  a  lawful  blockade;  nor  has  a  permanent  force  been  kept  before  any  one  port  under 
it,  which  could  have  made  it  a  legal  blockade,  had  it  been  limited  to  that  single  port.  Nothing  can  be 
more  clear  than  that  the  capture  of  no  part  of  the  property  in  question  can  be  justified  upon  the  plea  of  a 
broken  blockade." 

Tliis  Chilian  blockade  had  been  abandoned  before  the  arrival  of  the  Franklin  in  the  Pacific.  But  why 
urge  this  defence?  In  respect  to  this  very  blockade  which  Captain  Prunier  wished  Commodore  Stewart 
to  respect,  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  since  been  expressed.  It  is  in  abso- 
lute harmony  with  that  of  Commodore  Stewart,  and  in  entire  justification  of  the  act  which  is  to-dajr 
imputed  to  him  as  an  oflence. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  I.  B.  Prevost,  at  Lima,  dated  December  16,  1822,  says: 
"  There  is  another  point  of  great  and  permanent  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  involved 
in  these  transactions.  In  the  letter  from  Captain  Prunier  to  Captain  Stewart,  declaring  his  disposition  to 
take  possession  of  the  Canton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  her  into  port  for  adjudication,  he  alleges  not 
that  muskets  had  been  landed  from  her  at  Arica,  but  that  '  she  had  traded  at  certain  ports  between  the 
15th  and  22d  degrees  of  south  latitude,'  contrary  to  a  proclamation  or  paper  blockade  of  the  Peruvian 
government.  This  was  the  only  fact  alleged  by  Captain  Prunier  for  his  intention  to  take  the  Canton; 
the  only  allegation  upon  which  Captain  Stewart  had  then  to  decide  whether  he  would  protect  her  from 
capture  or  not.  Now  the  very  charge,  that  the  Canton  '  had  traded'  at  the  intermediate  ports,  carried  on 
its  face  the  proof  that  there  had  been  no  force  stationed  before  those  ports  to  intercept  the  trade;  and 
under  such  an  allegation  Captain  Stewart  could  not  have  submitted  to  see  the  Canton  captured  under  the 
very  guns  of  his  ship,  without  formally  admitting  thereby  the  validity  of  the  blockade  in  its  most  licen- 
tious extent.  The  President  considers  a  blockade  by  degrees  of  latitude  as  unlawful,  not  only  in  its 
general  extent,  but  for  every  port  and  spot  included  within  it.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  mere  fact  of  capture 
would  legalize  in  any  point  within  the  limits  of  the  proclamation  that  which  would  be  unlawful  upon 
every  other  point.  The  proclamation  is  the  notice  to  neutrals  of  the  blockade;  and  the  blockade  of  the 
proclamation  must  be  precisely  the  same  as  the  blockade  in  fact,  else  the  whole  is  unlawful,  and  neutrals 
are  not  bound  by  it.  This  principle  is  too  important  to  be  surrendered  to  any  belligerent  party,  however 
favorably  disposed  we  may  be  to  his  cause,  for  we  cannot  concede  it  to  him  without  yielding  it  alike  to 
his  enemy.  You  will  distinctly  declare  this  to  the  Peruvian  minister  of  state,  to  be  the  deliberate  sense 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

Let  me  appeal  then  to  your  coolest  judgment:  Ought  Commodore  Stewart  to  have  consented  to  the 
capture  of  the  Canton  by  the  Belgrano,  and  thereby  legalized  a  blockade  which  would  have  subjected  all 
the  American  commerce  in  those  seas,  amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollars,  to  certain  and  immediate 
confiscation  ?  Would  he  not  have  contravened  the  known  opinions  of  his  government,  impaired  the 
established  rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  become  an  accessory  to  the  spoil  of  that  very  commerce  he  was 
sent  to  protect? 

Another  violation  of  public  law  is  imputed  to  him  by  the  1st  specification  of  the  1st  and  2d  charge. 
They  assert  that  "he  aided  and  assisted  the  American  vessels  Canton  and  Pearl,  the  English  brig  Sarah, 
and  the  French  ship  Telegraph,  and  other  vessels  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with  certain  ports 
called  the  Intermedios,  and  in  transporting  and  landing  arms,  military  stores,  and  other  contraband 
articles,  and  protecting  the  said  vessels  from  the  consequences  of  such  illegal  trafiic,  by  employing,  and 
threatening  to  employ,  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  in  their  defence." 

As  to  the  British  vessel  Sarah,  and  the  French  ship  Telegraph,  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  proof  that 
they  were  engaged  in  any  illicit  or  contraband  trade  with  the  Intermedios;  had  their  guilt  been  estab- 
lished, it  could  in  no  manner  affect  the  accused;  for  it  is  absolutely  certain  from  the  testimony  before  you, 
that  they  received  neither  countenance,  convoy,  nor  protection  from  the  United  States  ships.  On  the  few 
occasions  in  which  these  vessels  were  in  sight  of  the  United  States  ships  at  sea,  the  meeting  was  purely 
accidental,  and  their  continuance  together  brief.  On  the  only  occasion  in  which  they  were  in  port  together, 
the  Sarah  had  no  cargo  of  any  sort,  and  the  Telegraph  was  actually  captured  by  the  consort  of  the  Bel- 
grano, while  lying  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Franklin,  and  carried  away  by  the  captors  without 
the  slightest  remonstrance  or  interference  by  Commodore  Stewart.  Yet  he  is  charged  with  "employing 
or  threatening  to  employ  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  her  defence." 

What  vessels  are  intended  to  be  comprehended  by  the  description  of  "  other  vessels"  is  unknown;  no 
evidence  applies  to  any  such.     This  part  of  the  accusation  must  fail. 

As  to  the  Pearl,  her  history  may  be  briefly  given.  She  was  an  American  vessel,  armed  in  Boston; 
the  first  knowledge  we  liave  of  her  is  at  Valparaiso,  where  she  arrived  in  the  month  of  May,  1822,  on  her 
way  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  She  had  on  board  the  frames  and  materials  of  three  small  vessels, 
intended  to  be  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  northwest  coast;  and  some  arms, 
which  every  one  knows  constitute  an  essential  article  of  commerce  on  that  coast.  It  is  in  positive  proof 
that  she  did  not  carry  on  any  contraband  or  other  trade  with  the  Intermedios;  but,  after  touching  at 
Arica,  proceeded  on  her  original  destination,  to  the  northwest  coast.  So  scrupulous  was  Commodore 
Stewart  that  this  vessel,  known  by  him  to  have  contraband  articles  on  board,  should  give  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  to  the  Peruvian  government,  that,  before  her  departure  from  Arica,  he  sent  two  officers  on 
board,  to  search  her,  and  to  see  that  no  portion  of  the  arms  had  been  landed  at  Arica.  Refer  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Lieutenants  Hunter  and  Hammersley,  and  you  will  find  that  not  a  single  musket  was  landed;  but 
all  the  arms  which  the  Pearl  brought  into  the  Pacific  were  actually  on  board  when  she  left  the  Inter- 
medios !or  the  northwest  coast. 

It  is  true  that  the  Pearl  left  Valparaiso  about  the  time  the  Franklin  did,  and  was  generally  in  sight 
imtil  her  arrival  in  Arica.  That  her  master  should  desire  to  obtain  all  the  security  which  the 
neighborhood  of  the  United  States  naval  force  could  afibrd,  will  not  excite  surprise,  when  you  recollect 
the  system  of  buccaneering  then  in  active  operation  in  those  seas.  Had  she  been  fallen  in  with, 
experience  had  taught  him  that  the  innocence  of  her  trade  and  her  actual  destination  to  the  northwest 
coast  would  not  have  protected  her  from  confiscation.  But  it  is  proved  by  Lieutenants  Hammersley  and 
Ogden  that  convoy  was  refused  by  Commodore  S.  from  Valparaiso,  because  she  had  arms  on  board;  and 
that  her  security  and  motions  were  consulted  in  no  one  movement  of  the  Franklin.  Commodore  S.  had 
neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  prevent  the  Pearl  from  pursuing  her  voyage  at  a  distance,  and 
without  co-operation  of  the  Franklin. 

As  to  the  Canton,  so  far  as  the  specification  imputes  to  her  "  contraband  trade,"  it  wants  support 
by  any  particle  of  evidence.  The  court  will  be  pleased  to  bear  in  mind  that  "  contraband"  consists  in 
such  articles  as  minister  to  war,  and  which  the  law  of  nations  inhibits  a  neutral  to  furnish  to  either 
belligerent  under  penalty  of  confiscation.  No  such  articles  were  on  board  the  Canton.  However 
criminal  might  have  been  the  traffic  carried  on  by  that  ship  with  the  Intermedios,  it  was  not,  as  the 
specification  charges,  "contraband."  Commodore  Stewart  therefore  could,  by  no  possibility,  have 
employed  or  "threatened  1o  employ"  his  squadron  to  defend  her  from  the  penalties  of  a  transgression 
never  committed.  His  guilt  in  defending  her  in  violating  the  revenue  laws  of  Peru,  will  be  noticed  in 
its  proper  place.  It  is  imputed  to  him  that  he  himself  engaged  in  contraband  trade,  and  even  employed 
the  Franklin  in  its  transportation. 
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The  fifteenth  specification  of  the  first  charge  assert.s  "that  he  took  on  board  and  carried  in  the 
Franklin,  from  Valparaiso  to  Quilca,  horses  with  their  equipments  for  the  use  of  General  Canterac,  or 
some  other  royalist  ofiScer,  thus  furnishing  aid  and  assistance  to  the  one  party  in  a  military  contest,  in 
violation  of  the  duties  of  a  neutral  officer." 

This  charge  is  conceived  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  demagogue,  who  seeks  to  array  the  prejudice  of 
the  judge  against  the  perscm  whom  he  accuses.  Had  it  suited  his  purpose  he  might  have  charged,  with 
equal  propriety,  that  the  accused  had  carried  horses  from  Valparaiso  to  Lima  for  the  use  of  San  Martin, 
or  some  other  patriot  officer.  Both  imputations  would,  indeed,  have  been  unfounded,  but  at  least,  it 
would  have  borne  a  seeming  of  impartiality,  and  protected  Commodore  Stewart  from  suspicion  of  aiding 
the  regal  against  the  patriot  cause.  But  he  was  not  with  the  dead — the  grave  closes  on  all  resentments. 
In  the  exasperation  of  the  rival  parties  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  unfounded  suspicions  of  partiality. 
The  best  refutation  will  be  found  in  the  correspondence  of  Commodore  Stewart  with  the  royal  and  patriot 
chiefs,  now  before  you.  The  tone  of  his  communications  to  the  Viceroy  and  his  officers  will  refute  every 
imputation  of  favoring  the  royal  cause. 

There  were  carried  at  different  times  in  the  Franklin  from  Valparaiso  five  horses.  Mrs  Stewart,  with 
ner  children,  accompanied  her  husband  in  his  voyage  to  the  Pacific.  For  their  accommodation  on  shore 
during  this  long  absence,  he  carried  with  him  his  carriage  and  coachman.  On  his  first  arrival  at 
Valparaiso  he  procured  a  pair  of  carriage  horses.  While  on  shore  at  Quilca,  Mrs.  Stewart  was  presented 
by  a  lady  with  a  pony,  of  which  she  had  the  use  at  that  place.  These  three  horses  were  carried  in  the 
Franklin  to  Lima,  there  landed,  and  afterwards  impressed  by  the  patriots. 

On  his  second  voyage  from  Valparaiso  three  other  horses  were  taken  on  board,  openly,  and  from  the 
navy  yard — as  proved  by  Mr.  Hunter;  one  for  Commodore  Stewart's  use,  one  designed  as  a  present  for 
Mr.  Cotera,  (a  Spanish  merchant  who  had,  on  a  former  voyage,  offered  polite  attentions  and  made  a 
present  to  Mrs.  Stewart,)  the  third  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Smith.  At  Quilca  Commodore  Stewart 
presented  to  Mr.  Cotera  the  horse  designed  for  him.  Mr.  Smith  landed  his  own,  and  what  was  done  with 
him  is  unknown. 

This  is  the  simple  state  of  the  transaction  proved  by  the  evidence,  and  this  act  of  personal 
courtesy  to  a  Spanish  merchant  has  been  made  to  assume  the  hue  of  a  high  offence  against  the  law 
of  nations,  and  against  our  natural  prejudices,  by  torturing  it  into  military  aid  furnished  to  a  royalist 
general. 

It  is  true  that  Lieutenant  Ogden  thinks  he  afterwards  saw  a  horse  in  General  Canterac's  camp  which 
he  supposed  to  be  one  of  those  landed  at  Quilca.  Waiving  all  questions  of  identity,  and  all  inquiry 
whether  the  horse  was  that  landed  by  Mr.  Smith  or  Commodore  Stewart,  or  whether  it  was  in  possession 
of  General  Canterac,  or  some  other  person;  the  court  will  remember  that  the  horse  mentioned  by  Mr. 

Ogden  was  near  Lima,  a  distance  of miles  from  Quilca,  where   it  was  landed — was  seen  months 

after  the  landing,  &c.  Above  all,  as  the  same  gentleman  proved  that  General  Canterac  was  not  at 
Quilca  when  the  horse  was  landed  by  Commodore  Stewart,  a  candid  mind  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
believing  that,  by  the  transfer  of  the  animal  through  various  hands,  it  is  probable  impressment  for 
military  purposes,  (as  was  the  practice  with  both  parties)  and  in  various  other  ways,  a  sufficient 
explanation  might  be  found  of  its  being  in  General  Canterac's  camp,  without  resorting  to'the  suspicion 
against  Commodore  Stewart,  conveyed  by  the  accusation. 

And  what  motive,  I  pray  you,  could  Commodore  S.  have  to  conceal  the  fact,  if  he  had  presented  this 
horse  to  General  Canterac,  or  any  other  royal  general?  Horses,  unless  accompanied  by  military  equip- 
ments, are  not  contraband  of  war,  but  may  lawfully  be  conveyed  by  a  neutral  to  a  belligerent.  So  say 
all  the  jurists,  and  many  treaties.  And  even  if  so  equipped,  the  understanding  which  believes  the  law 
of  nations  forbade  Commodore  Stewart  to  present  a  single  caparisoned  horse  to  a  royal  general,  is  not 
less  contracted  than  the  heart  which  confounds  an  offering  of  personal  compliment  with  military  aid. 
Arms  and  ammunition  are  always  contraband;  but  we  should  pity  the  weakness  which  could  imagine 
that  the  commander  of  a  naval  squadron  could  not  present  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  or  patriot  arm}"  with 
a  handsome  sword,  or  a  pair  of  pistols,  with  a  pound  of  fulminating  powder,  without  the  imputation  of 
a  breach  of  neutrality. 

One  other  alleged  breach  of  neutrality  remains  to  be  noticed.  This  "  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all." 
No  offence  is  too  vile  and  base  to  be  imputed  to  him.  By  the  Ith  specification  of  the  2d  charge,  he  is 
accused  of  "  carrying  from  Callao  to  the  ports  of  the  Intermedios,  sometime  between  the  13th  May  and 
15th  July,  1822,  intelligence  of  a  contemplated  military  expedition,  prepared  by  the  patriot  government 
of  Peru,  against  the  Intermedios,  and  thereby  exposing  the  same  to  defeat  and  destruction."  And,  lest 
this  should  not  suffice  to  degrade  him,  he  is  also  charged  with  being  the  abettor  and  coadjutor  of  others 
engaged  in  a  system  of  espionage.  By  the  8th  specification  of  the  same  charge,  he  is  said  to  have 
received  on  board  "the  Franklin  and  other  vessels  under  his  command,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Peru, 
certain  persons,  who,  by  the  laws  of  said  government,  were  obnoxious  to  capture  and  punishment — spies 
and  officers  in  the  royal  army — and  protecting  their  persons  from  seizure  and  punishment:  in  particular, 
an  individual  by  the  name  of  Madrid,  an  officer  in  the  royal  army,  and  a  spy  in  Lima,  and  the  director, 
or  late  director,  of  the  mint." 

So  far  as  personal  agency  in  this  system  of  espionage  is  attributed  to  Commodore  Stewart,  the  accu- 
sation is  a  wanton  and  inexcusable  outrage  on  his  character  and  feelings.  Nothing  has  occured,  cer- 
tainly nothing  appears,  in  any  part  of  the  evidence,  to  give  even  the  semblance  of  suspicion  that  he 
personally  participated  in  such  communications.  The  failure  of  the  expedition  is  to  be  ascribed  to  its 
own  intrinsic  defects  in  preparation  and  arrangement,  which  could  not  escape  the  observation  of  one 

accustomed  to  ponder  on  the  aptitude  of  means  to  attain  a  military  result.     In  his  letter  of  the 

to  his  own  government,  he  pointed  out  the  want  of  proper  arrangement,  and,  with  prophetic  spirit, 
foretold  the  failure  which  ensued.  No  one  knew  better  than  he  who  communicated  to  the  government 
the  matter  of  this  charge,  the  inherent  vice  of  the  expedition,  and  the  causes  of  its  failure.  Peace  to 
his  remains! 

What  persons,  other  than  Madrid,  and  the  director  of  the  mint,  were  intended  to  be  embraced  by  the 
expression  "  certain  persons,"  nothing,  either  in  the  proof  or  charges,  show.  No  hing,  therefore,  need 
be  answered  to  that  part  of  the  charge. 

It  is  utterly  untrue  that  the  director  of  the  mint  was  "received  on  board  the  Franklin,"  or  "  any 
other  vessel  under"  her  command.     Whether  this  director  was  "obnoxious  to  capture"  as  a  spy,   "or  a 
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royalist  officer,"  is  neither  proved  nor  known.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain — that  he  went  on  board 
the  Franklin  at  Callao  with  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  which  he  wished  to  deposit  on  board  the  ship; 
but  it  is  as  certain  (notwithstanding  the  great  temptation  to  the  avarice  which  is  said  to  have  led  him 
to  the  perpetration  of  so  many  daring  and  so  many  contemptible  crimes,)  that  Commodore  Stewart  refused 
to  receive  either  the  director  or  his  money,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  property  of  one  of  the  belliger- 
ents. Both  went  on  shore  again,  and  if  the  director  of  the  mint  was  "obnoxious  to  seizure  and  punish- 
ment," the  authorities  of  Peru  had  an  opportunity  to  seize  and  punish  him.  The^  openness  with  which 
he  came  on  board,  and  returned,  rendered  it  improbable  that  he  was  exposed  to  such  danger  as  the 
charge  expressed.     Turn  to  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant ,  and  this  will  be  made  manifest. 

It  is  true  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Madrid  did  go  on  board  the  Franklin,  in  the  month  of  , 

1822,  at  Callao;  went  in  her  to  Quilca,  a  port  of  the  Intermedios,  and  there  landed  about days 

after  the  arrival  of  the  Franklin  in  that  port;  that  this  man,  about  two  years  afterwards,  was  an  officer 
in  the  royal  army,  appears  extremely  probable.  What  was  his  rank,  and  whether  he  entered  the  army 
after  his  arrival  at  Quilca,  or  before  he  left  Callao,  are  matters  altogether  of  conjecture.  That  he  was 
"a  spy"  is  neither  proved  nor  reconcilable  with  his  actual  situation  at  Callao — with  his  remaining  on 
board  the  Franklin  several  days  after  his  arrival  at  Quilca,  where  he  was  to  disburthen  himself  of  intelli- 
gence— nor  with  the  indigent  and  obscure  situation  in  which  he  is  proved  to  have  been  sometime  after 
his  landing  at  Quilca,  then  in  possession  of  the  royalists;  that  no  intelligence  conveyed  by  him  "of  the 
contemplated  military  expedition  prepared  by  the  patriot  government  against  the  Intermedios,  exposed  it 
to  defeat,"  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant ,  who  testifies  that  the  notice  of  that  expedi- 
tion had  been  received  at  Quilca  before  the  Franklin  arrived  there. 

But,  had  all  these  matters  been  as  the  specification  stated  them,  still  Commodore  Stewart  could  not 
be  guilty,  under  the  specification,  unless  he  "  received"  or  permitted  Madrid  to  be  received  on  board. 
The  charge,  by  its  very  terms,  presupposes  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Commodore  Stewart;  nor, 
indeed,  is  it  easy  to  discover  how  crime  (which  caimot  exist  unless  "the  will  avouch  the  deed,")  can  be 
committed  without  knowledge  or  consciousness.  The  rules  of  law  do  not  permit  the  person  by  whom  he 
was  received  on  board  to  testify,  in  this  case,  as  to  the  manner  and  motives  of  his  reception.  On  the 
trial  of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  all  these  are  detailed  with  frankness  and  precision  by  Mrs.  Stewart  herself. 
But  the  evidence  oflfered  now  does  distinctly  prove  that  he  was  received  on  board  by  Mrs.  Stewart — cau- 
tiously concealed  from  the  commodore's  eye,  and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  such  person  had  ever 
been  on  board  until  twelve  months  afterwards;  and  when,  two  years  after,  this  man,  accompanied  by 
another  Spanish  officer  and  an  interpreter,  were  on  board  the  ship,  (probably  to  return  his  acknowledg- 
ments to  Mrs.  Stewart,)  it  is  proved,  by  Lieut.  Ogden,  that  Commodore  Stewart  then  for  the  first  time 
saw  him,  and  when  informed  that  he  was  the  person  who  had  been  on  board,  turned  from  him  with  silent 
scorn,  (the  only  notice  he  could  then  take  of  it,)  and  left  him  and  his  companion  on  deck,  unattended  to, 
and  retired  to  his  cabin.  The  mingled  sensibility  of  a  husband  and  an  officer,  displayed  in  his  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  fact,  furnish  such  intrinsic  evidence  of  his 
want  of  participation,  as  no  one,  accustomed  to  examine  the  operations  of  the  human  mind,  can  mistake 
or  disbelieve. 

For  the  justification  of  the  accused  not  one  word  more  is  needful.  But  his  counsel  would  not  satisfy 
their  own  feelings  if  they  permitted  folly  or  malice  to  tinge  with  their  sombre  coloring  a  transaction  in 
which  every  generous  eye  will  find  much  to  admire.  The  true  history  of  the  transaction  is,  that  this  man 
went  on  board  after  the  ship  was  under  way,  leaving  the  port  of  Callao.  He  bore  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Stewart  from  a  lady  of  high  distinction  and  character  in  Callao,  urgently  soliciting  a  passage  for  him. 
At  first  she  declined  the  application,  but  he  urged  her  with  supplications  and  tears;  stated  that  his  return 
to  the  shore  would  expose  him  to  certain  death;  and  invoked  her  protection  with  that  overpowering  elo- 
quence which  actual  misery  always  commands.  Had  she  reasoned  at  all,  she  could  not  have  believed 
that  a  great  State  offender  lurked  under  the  humble  habiliments  of  the  man  before  her.  She  could  not 
have  believed  that  a  spy  had  been  recommended  to  her  courtesy  by  a  lady  of  the  first  distinction  among 
the  patriots.  She  would  probably  have  ascribed  his  danger  to  that  exasperation  which,  in  moments  of 
revolution,  converts  suspicion  into  proof,  and  deems  a  difference  of  political  opinion  the  highest  of  all 
possible  crimes.  But  there  are  moments  when  the  heart  does  not  await  the  slow  processes  of  the  head; 
it  feels  and  decides  promptly.  Mrs.  Stewart  probably  did  not  reason  at  all.  She  saw  before  her  an 
unhappy  wretch  who  asked  protection,  and  she  gave  it.  If  she  forgot  for  a  moment  what  was  due  to  the 
discipline  of  a  man-of-war,  it  was  because  she  remembered  what  was  due  to  humanity.  She  was  indis- 
creet, if  you  please,  in  receiving  Madrid  on  board  without  the  knowledge  of  her  husband;  but  when  that 
had  been  done,  she  best  consulted  his  honor  in  keeping  him  ignorant  of  what  could  no  longer  be  remedied, 
and  subjecting  herself,  rather  than  him,  to  censure.  The  American  people  will  rejoice  to  perceive  that, 
if  her  sons  are  heroic,  her  daughters  are  feeling  and  generous. 

Besides  these  contraventions  of  public  law,  many  breaches  of  the  vninici/ial  regulations  of  the  royal 
government  of  Peru  are  ascribed  to  Commodore  Stewart.  By  the  second  s|UMiili;ition  of  the  first  charge 
it  is  said  "he  sailed  in  the  Franklin,  in  June  or  July,  1822,  to  the  purls  cuIUmI  the  Intermedios,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  private  and  illicit  traffic,  with  a  view  to  his  private  emolument."  The  6th  and  Ith 
specifications  of  the  same  charge,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth  specifications  of  the  second  charge,  impute  to 
him  that  "he  lent  aid  and  countenance  to  the  violators  of  the  revenue  laws  of  Peru,  by  permitting  and 
aiding  sundry  persons  in  carrying  from  the  shore  coin,  bullion,  and  plata  pina,  and  other  articles,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  said  government,  without  the  permission,  authority,  or  consent  of  the  custom  house 
officers  and  local  authorities;  and  to  deposit  the  said  articles  so  smuggled  on  board  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States;  and  that  he  permitted  such  articles,  designed  to  be  transported  from  Peru,  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  that  country,  clandestinely,  at  night,  to  be  brought  on  board  the  |iiililio  vi'ssels  under  his 
command,  and  in  transporting  said  articles  at  sea,  out  of  the  control  or  reach  nf  the  autlicrities  on  shore, 
to  certain  vessels  bound  to  distant  ports,  after  such  vessels  had  undergone  the  examination  of  the  custom 
house  officers,  such  traiisportation  being  without  the  authority,  or  permission,  or  knowledge  of  said  officers, 
but  designed  as  a  fraud  upon  and  a  contravention  of  the  laws  of  Peru." 

That  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws,  by  landing  any  article,  was  committed  by  any  of  the  United  States 
ships,  or  by  any  vessel  with  their  aid  or  countenance,  there  is  nci  nidui  to  suspect.  The  vessels  enumer- 
ated in  other  specifications,  as  connected  with  the  Franklin,  are  the  Sarah,  the  Telegraph,  the  Pearl,  and 
the  Canton.     The  first  had  no  cargo;  the  second  was  captured  by  the  Peruvian  vessel-of- war  in  open  day, 
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after  having  landed  a  part  of  her  cargo;  the  Pearl  landed  nothing,  as  has  been  shown  already;  and  with 
each  of  these  it  has  been  proved  that  Commodore  Stewart  had  no  co-operation  wiiatever. 

The  Canton,  it  is  true,  did  land  articles,  both  at  Arica  and  Quilca,  without  any  aid  from  the  national 
ships,  either  in  men  or  boats,  as  is  proved  by  Lieut.  Hunter  and  others. 

The  articles  were  those  of  peaceful  commerce,  and  not  contraband  of  war.  The  duties  were  paid,  as 
is  proved  undeniably  by  Mr.  Smith  and  others,  and  the  articles  deposited  in  the  custom  house  stores,  as  is 
proved  by  Mr.  Smith. 

It  has  never  been  denied  that  the  Franklin  and  other  United  States  ships  did  take  on  board  specie 
and  bullion,  or  plata  pina,  on  deposit  and  for  transportation.  But  it  was  done  in  every  instance  with  the 
knowledge  and  permission  of  the  revenue  oflScers;  lawfully,  and  not  in  fraud  of  the  revenue  laws  of 
Peru,  or  the  laws  of  this  nation.  The  testimony  of  Lieut.  Henry  places  this  beyond  doubt.  There  is  no 
insinuation  or  proof  that  any  articles  of  merchandise  were  taken  on  board  against  the  laws  of  Peru  or 
Chili. 

To  you,  sirs,  it  is  needless  to  vindicate  the  right  of  the  commander  of  an  American  ship-of-war  to 
take  specie  and  bullion  on  board;  but  there  seems  to  be  a  strange  misconception  on  the  subject  through- 
out the  nation.  It  is  indeed  known  that  the  practice  exists  both  in  the  American  and  British  navy.  But 
it  is  generally  believed  that  it  rests  on  usage  alone;  and  its  policy  and  correctness  is  questioned  by  many. 
But  to  you,  sirs,  it  is  known  that  it  is  expressly  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  navy.  The  recent  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Commodore  Porter  will,  it  is  hoped,  leave  the 
legality  of  this  practice  no  longer  doubtful.  Till  the  law  be  repealed,  no  reproach  can  attach  to  the  officers 
acting  under  it. 

But  though  the  laws  permitted  Commodore  Stewart  and  the  commanders  under  him  to  receive  specie 
and  bullion  on  board  the  public  ships,  still  he  is  guilty  if  it  was  taken  on  board  "  in  fraud  and  violation 
of  the  revenue  laws  of  Peru." 

That  the  laws  of  that  country  did  not  absolutely  prohibit  the  exportation,  is  distinctly  shown.  Expor- 
tation was  allowed  and  duties  fixed.  The  supposed  fraud  in  the  shipment  is  attempted  to  be  inferred 
from  the  times  and  places  of  the  shipment.  They  were  chiefly  in  the  night,  and  at  points  distant  several 
miles  from  the  places  where  the  Franklin  lay.  This  circumstance  would  indeed  justify  suspicion  in  a 
settled  government  like  our  own.  with  an  organized  custom  house  system,  where  clieck  upon  check  exists 
on  our  public  officers,  where  regular  written  permits  are  necessary,  and  official  copies  of  them  may 
always  be  obtained,  and  shipments  can  be  made  nowhere  but  at  places  designated  by  law.  But  they 
justify  no  suspicion  when  the  actual  state  of  that  country  is  considered.  At  all  times  their  custom  house 
system  was  left  much  to  the  personal  guidance  of  the  officers.  The  presence  of  an  officer  stood  in  lieu  of 
a  permit,  and  exportation  was  confined  to  no  particular  places.  The  ordinary  observances  were  less 
rigidly  m  lintained  at  that  time,  when  all  law  was  relaxed,  and  property  near  the  coast  was  exposed  to 
double  risk,  from  rovers  of  the  sea  and  robbers  of  the  shore.  It  was  brought  from  the  interior  in  open 
day,  by  large  caravans  of  mules,  occupying  several  days  on  the  route.  Those  who  designed  to  ship  it 
generally  concerted  the  time  and  place  of  its  arrival,  so  as  to  expose  it  when  near  the  coast  to  as  little 
chance  of  plunder  as  possible,  and  it  was  embarked  as  soon  as  it  reached  the  coast,  and  deposited  on 
board  ship  for  safety. 

I  refer  you  to  the  testimony  of  Lieutenant  Henry  and  Midshipman  Hopkinson  and  Mr.  Smith,  to  show 
that  custom  house  officers  superintended  the  shipments,  and  fixed  the  place  of  receiving  it,  though  the 
shipments  were  made  in  the  night:  and  what  is  decisive  proof  that  the  circumstance  was  neither  illegal 
nor  unauthorized  bj^  the  government,  is  the  letter  of  Commodore  Stewart  to  the  sub-delegate  at  Quilca: 

U.  S.  Ship  Franklin,  cjff  Quilca,  June  26,  1822. 
To  his  e.rceUency  Don  Jose  de  Panera,  sub-delegate,  dc.: 

Sir:  Mr.  Eliphalet  Smith  has  apprised  me  that  a  number  of  mules  laden  with  specie  and  bullion  is 
on  its  way  to  the  coast  from  Arequipa,  for  embarkation  on  board  this  ship.  As  he  wishes  it  immediately 
embarked  on  its  reaching  its  point  of  destination  on  the  coast,  and  has  requested  the  boats  to  be  sent 
from  this  ship  for  that  purpose,  and  it  may  probably  arrive  in  the  night,  may  I  ask  the  favor  of  your 
excellency  to  give  such  directions  to  the  guards  as  will  prevent  their  mistaking  the  boats  for  those  of  the 
patriots. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c. 

Evidence  has  been  given  showing  that  in  some  instances  money  was  brought  on  board  tlie  Franklin 
concealed  about  the  persons  of  those  who  brought  it.  In  no  instance  was  this  ever  known  to  Commodore 
Stewart,  but  one,  mentioned  by  Lieutenant  Ogden.  But  he  also  testifies  that  Commodore  Stewart,  seeing 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  concealed,  refused  to  receive  the.money,  and  turned  out  of  the  ship  the 
person  who  brought  it. 

The  only  vessel  to  which  specie  was  transported  from  the  Franklin,  or  other  public  vessel,  under 
circumstances  at  all  questionable,  is  the  Cora.  The  witnesses  speaking  of  the  transaction  are  Lieutenants 
Goldsborough  and  Hunter.  By  the  latter  it  is  shown  that  it  was  money  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  that  it  was  sent  to  the  Cora  in  open  day,  but  the  captain  of  the  Cora  was  not  ready  to 
receive  it  at  that  time;  that  the  captain  called  for  it  in  the  night,  being  about  to  sail,  and  then 
received  it. 

Many  innocent  reasons  may  be  imagined  why  the  Cora  should  have  sailed  in  the  night — the  state  of 
the  wind  or  tide,  or  the  desire  to  get  clear  of  picaroons  on  the  coast;  or,  if  _you  please,  the  whim  of  the 
captain.  But  surely  there  is  nothing  so  singular  in  a  vessel's  leaving  an  open  roadstead,  in  a  night  so 
light  that  her  name  was  legible  on  her  stern,  as  shall  justify  suspicion  of  the  accused. 

The  money  was  sent  to  her  when  she  was  about  to  sail;  a  guard  boat  came  alongside,  but  experienced 
no  interruption  from  the  Ignited  States  officer.  Commodore  Stewart's  innocence  of  all  impropriety  is 
evinced  by  the  inquiry  which  he  instituted  on  the  application  of  the  custom  house  officer  on  the  next  day. 
That  no  censure  on  any  one  was  merited  by  that  transaction,  is  reasonably  to  be  inferred,  as  the  explana- 
tion given  to  the  boarding  officer  of  the  customs  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  him. 

Every  wrong  said  to  have  been  committed  on  the  helligerent  or  internal  rights  of  Peru  and  Cliili  has 
now  been  noticed.  How  facts  have  been  magnified  and  distorted  so  as  to  give  to  petty  and  innocent 
occurrences  the  air  of  intentional  and  gross  violations  of  sovereign  right,  or  of  fraud  upon  the  revenue,  you 
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have  seen.  It  will  not,  however,  excite  surprise,  when  tlie  inflamed  passions  of  both  the  combatants,  the 
suspicious  fears  of  one,  the  unreasonable  expectations  of  the  other,  are  taken  into  account.  Captain 
Biddle  explained  it  in  a  few  words.  The  royalists  were  suspicious  because  they  knew  our  national 
sympathy  for  the  patriots;  the  patriots  unreasonable  in  their  demands  upon  that  sympathy.  To  escape 
from  complaints  by  each,  was  impossible.  It  is  no  slight  proof  that  Commodore  Stewart  held  the  scales 
of  neutrality  with  a  steady  and  impartial  hand,  that  each  party  accused  him  of  inclining  it  in  favor  of  his 
adversary. 

His  correspondence  with  both  governments,  now  in  your  possession,  will  evince  that  neither  prepos- 
session nor  prejudice  influenced  his  official  conduct;  but  that  his  measures  were  such  as  public  law  and 
the  instructions  from  his  government  prescribed  to  a  neutral  commander.  The  charges  which  remain  to 
be  answered  grow  out  of  the  relation  in  which  Commodore  Stewart  stood  to  his  own  government  and 
laws.  These  he  is  said  to  have  oifended  in  various  modes  enumerated  in  a  multitude  of  specifications. 
Many  of  these  I  am  happily  relieved  from  all  necessity  to  refute. 

One  (that  which  charges  him  with  neglect  of  duty  in  not  bringing  Captain  Conner  to  trial,  on  the 
application  of  Lieut.  Sawyer,)  has  been  impliedly  waived,  no  evidence  being  offered  to  sustain  it. 
Another,  (for  permitting  Mr.  Smith  to  be  transported  in  the  Dolphin,  with  merchandise  for  sale  on  private 
account,  allowing  him  to  employ  a  national  vessel  to  sell  or  display  merchandise  for  sale,)  was  openly 
abandoned  by  the  judge  advocate. 

Others,  respecting  the  employment  of  the  carpenters  and  others  attached  to  the  Franklin  in  working 
on  board,  &c.,  for  other  vessels;  receiving  passengers  on  board  the  Franklin,  or  transporting  them 
gratuitously  to  the  places  where  the  ship  was  bound;  the  employment  of  Mr.  Smith  in  carrying  dispatches 
and  performing  other  duties  properly  appertaining  to  officers;  allowing  the  purser  to  send  on  shore,  for 
sale,  clothing  and  other  articles  brought  out  for  the  officers;  the  purchase  of  canvas  and  other  articles 
for  the  Canton;  the  transportation  of  sails  and  money  in  the  Dolphin  to  the  Canton,  at  Guayaquil;  the 
omission  to  have  the  crew  properly  exercised,  and  the  guns  in  proper  order;  all  these  are  so  undeniably 
proved  to  be  utterly  false  in  tlie  principle,  or  unfounded  in  the  facts  relied  on  to  sustain  them,  that  farther 
comment  would  be  impertinent. 

As  to  the  petty  frauds  and  despicable  peculations  imputed  by  some  of  the  specifications,  I  could  not 
advert  to  them,  especially  in  a  tone  of  grave  refutation,  without  offending  every  honorable  mind.  It  is 
humiliating  to  reflect  that  for  such  matters,  some  untrue,  some  unheard  of  by  the  accused  till  his  trial, 
others  magnified,  all  innocent,  a  man  who  has  been  honored  by  a  vote  of  national  thanks  for  illustrious 
service  should  have  been  exposed  to  the  pain  of  a  public  trial. 

The  four  specifications  relative  to  Lieut.  Weaver  might  have  merited  more  particular  notice;  but 
the  facts  are  so  perspicuously  stated  in  the  opening  of  the  defence,  the  evidence  so  entirely  corresponds 
with  that  statement,  and  the  reasonings  of  my  associate  so  convincing,  that  I  cannot  hope  to  illustrate 
that  transaction.     Brief  recapitulation  is  all  that  is  left  to  me. 

That  the  24th  specification  is  mistaken  in  point  of  fact  seems  undeniable.  The  permission  granted 
to  Lieut.  Weaver  to  absent  himself  from  the  Franklin  did  not  extend  to  the  cruise,  but  was  temporary 
and  brief  He  was  to  rejoin  the  ship  at  the  Pacific.  Originally  he  was  allowed  to  remain  at  New  York 
till  a  favorable  opportunity  arose  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific;  but  the  order  he  received  to  take  charge  of 
the  stores  on  board  the  America  still  further  restricted  the  indulgence  and  required  his  departure  in  that 
ship.  Indeed,  he  was,  on  all  military  principles,  in  actual  service  on  board  that  ship  by  virtue  of  the 
order  which  placed  the  stores  under  his  charge.  The  authority  of  a  commander  to  grant  temporary  leave 
of  absence  not  only  rests  on  general  practice,  but  is  believed  to  be  an  attribute  of  command,  naval  or 
military.  In  the  army  it  is  believed  to  be  exercised ;  in  the  navy  it  is  proved  to  have  been  practiced.  The 
fact  was  in  this  case  reported  by  Com.  Stewart  to  the  Department,  and  was  neither  reproved  nor  questioned. 

The  23d  specification,  though  true  in  fact,  is  predicated  on  the  singular  opinion  that  guilt  can  arise 
out  of  an  act  proper  in  itself,  and  not  to  have  done  which  would  have  been  an  ofience.  He  did,  on 
November  24,  cause  the  purser  to  make  an  entry  on  the  nuuster  roll  "that  William  A.  Weaver  was 
absent  from  said  ship  without  leave  from  the  1st  August,  1822."  That  this  entry  corresponds  exactly 
with  the  fact  the  United  States  has  been  at  some  pains  to  prove,  and  is  undeniably  true.  It  was  made 
on  the  first  occasion  in  which  that  muster  had  ever  been  presented  to  Com.  Stewart  for  approbation  and 
signature.  In  what,  then,  did  his  guilt  consist?  This  specification  says,  in  this:  "  That  he  had  approved 
a  previous  muster  roll,  in  which  Lieut.  Weaver  was  said  to  bo  actually  on  board  to  December,  1823." 
That  the  statement  of  his  being  on  board  till  December,  1823,  is  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  incorrect, 
and  the  preceding  specification  seeks  to  punish  Com.  Stewart  for  having  made  it.  Yet,  with  strange 
inconsistency,  it  is  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime  that  he  did  not  intentionally  repeat  in  the  muster  of 
November,  1824,  the  very  misstatement  which  he  is  prosecuted  for  committing  in  the  preceding  one  of 
December,  1823.  The  condition  of  that  man  is  indeed  deplorable  to  whom  no  safe  course  of  action  is 
allowed.  Had  Com.  Stewart,  in  the  muster  of  November,  1824,  caused  any  other  entry  to  be  made  but 
the  one  he  did,  he  would  have  been  liable  to  prosecution  for  a  false  muster.  For  having  made  it  accord- 
ing to  the  truth  of  the  case,  he  is  prosecuted  because  it  does  not  correspond  with  the  previous  one, 
admitted  to  be  erroneous.  If  he  sinned  in  the  first  instance,  he  ought  at  least  to  be  applauded  for  his 
reformation. 

The  21st  specification,  strictly  and  literally  taken,  is  untrue  in  point  of  fact.  It  charges  that  he 
approved  the  muster  roll  of  the  Franklin,  "  wherein  it  was  made  to  appear  that  William  A.  Weaver  was 
actually  on  board  said  ship,  and  performing  the  duties  of  a  lieutenant."  Now  the  muster  roll  did  not 
make  it  appear  that  "  he  was  actually  on  board."  That  was  matter  of  mere  inference,  founded  on  the 
supposition  that  every  one  is  presumed  to  be  on  board  whose  name  stands  on  the  muster,  and  who  is  not 
expressly  stated  to  be  absent.  That  inference  is  not  warranted,  as  it  is  proved  that  the  name  of  an 
officer  is' not  stricken  off  the  books,  though  absent  with  or  without  leave.  The  truth  is,  that  the  muster 
roll  neither  negatively  stated  that  Lieut.  Weaver  was  not  on  board,  as  the  law  intended  it  shall  state, 
nor  affirmatively  that  he  was  on  board,  as  the  specification  supposes. 

But  the  accused  means  to  rest  his  defence  on  no  law  subtilties  or  verbal  criticism.  He  wishes  to  be 
tried  only  on  tiie  honesty  of  his  purpose.  The  muster  roll,  by  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  Lieutenant 
Weaver  was  on  board  to  December,  1823,  is  undeniably  shown  not  to  have  been  such  as  he  designed  it 
to  be.  The  error  arose  by  mistake,  cither  in  himself  or  the  purser,  probably  in  the  purser,  but  undoubtedly 
by  a  mere  mistake.     He  could  promote  no  possible  interest  of  his  own  by  the  misstatement;  the  United 
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States  could  sustain  no  possible  wrong.  He  had  by  prior  muster  rolls  officially  inf(jrmed  the  Department 
of  the  actual  condition  of  Mr.  Weaver.  It  was  personally  known  by  the  Secretary,  to  whom  Mr.  VV^eaver 
reported  himself  in  Washington.  The  muster  roll,  in  December,  1823,  could  give  no  new  intelligence,  if 
the  mistake  in  it  had  not  occurred.  In  what,  then,  does  his  offence  consist?  Has  he  violated  the  spirit 
of  the  regulation?  That  was  designed  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  government;  here  none  was  intended, 
none  practicable.  Has  he  viulutrd  its  IcUit:  Morality  exclaims,  no;  for  guilt  consists  in  intentional 
error,  and  not  in  accidental  mistake.  J'hiluloo-y  confinns  the  opinion.  A  muster  to  be  false  must  not 
only  be  erroneous,  but  the  error  must  be  (■(iiiiiiii'tt('(l  with  intent  tn  ileceive.  A  few  words  will  suffice  to 
repel  the  imputations  conveyed  by  the  6th  and  14th  .siiecilieatinns  ui  the  tirst  charge.  The  offence  is  in 
"employing  in  August,  1822,  the' Waterwitcli,  then  in  tlie  service  uf  the  United  States,  in  traffic  and 
carrying  merchandise  on  private  account;"  and  "permitting  the  cargo,  or  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Canton,  in  August,  1822,  to  be  shipped  on  board  the  Peruviano,  then  in  tow  of  the  Franklin,  and 
ostensibly  a  public  vessel;  and  in  carrying  on  board  the  Franklin  the  supercargo  of  the  Canton,  and 
samples  of  goods  thus  put  on  board  the  Peruviano,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  sale  of  the  goods." 

As  to  the  Waterwitch,  it  is  pnsitively  proved  by  Lieutenant  Henry  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  successively 
commanded  her,  that  while  she  was  employed  it  was  exclusively  in  the  public  service;  and  in  no  traffic, 
until  she  was  delivered  up  to  the  agent  of  her  owner;  not  one  article  of  merchandise  was  on  board  during 
all  that  whole  time. 

Lieutenant  Henry  has  given  you  a  detailed  account,  sustained  by  his  books  and  orders,  of  all  the 
operations  of  the  Peruviano,  from  the  moment  at  which  she  was  first  employed  on  the  public  service,  till 
her  surrender  to  Mr.  Nixon,  in  April,  1824,  when  the  Franklin  was  about  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
Not  only  is  there  no  proof  to  sustain  the  prosecution  on  this  head,  but  it  is  proved  so  [far]  as  a  negative 
admits  of  proof,  that  no  merchandise  was  received  on  board,  and  that  she  was  engaged  in  no  traffic  what- 
ever during  that  whole  time.  Slie  had  indeed  received  some  merchandise  on  board  for  the  Canton,  before 
she  was  "in  the  public  service,"  not  "for  traffic"  but  safe  keeping;  and  it  was  restored  to  the  Canton 
after  the  Peruviano  was  in  the  public  service.  If  there  be  guilt  in  the  transactions,  then  indeed  Commo- 
dore Stewart  must  be  convicted  of  the  double  crime  of  granting  to  his  countrymen  in  the  Pacific  an 
accommodation  which  none  but  a  churl  would  have  refused,  and  of  believing  that  his  country  could 
appreciate  the  motives  which  led  him  to  advance  the  objects  of  his  squadron  at  the  cost  of  some  tempo- 
rary expenditure  to  himself.  The  inconsistency  of  some  of  these  charges  is  very  curious,  and  would  be 
amusing,  but  that  the  honor  of  an  officer  is  too  sacred  to  become  the  fit  subject  of  an  idle  jest,  and  a 
criminal  prosecution  not  a  proper  mode  of  practicing  it. 

The  31st  article  of  the  naval  regulations,  subjects  an  officer  to  be  cashiered,  if  he  receives  on  board 
his  vessel  any  merchandise  (other  than  specie  and  bullion),  except  in  cases  of  necessity  and  distress,  and 
to  preserve  them.  To  bring  this  case  under  that  article,  it  was  necessary  to  allege,  as  the  14th  specifica- 
tion does,  that  the  Peruviano  was,  at  the  time  the  goods  were  put  on  hoard,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  that  is,  a  public  vessel  for  the  time  being. 

But  the  17th  specification,  which  attempts  to  punish  the  commodore  for  employing  the  crew  and 
arra.s,  &c.,  of  the  Franklin  on  board  the  Peruviano,  attests  her  "not  to  have  been  required  for  the  public 
service,  or  that  she  did  not,  and  does  not  belong  to  the  United  States."  It  is  impossible  both  offences  could 
be  committed.  For  if  the  Peruviano  was  not  a  public  vessel,  receiving  or  carrying  merchandise  on  board 
could  not  be  an  offence  against  the  naval  regulation.  If  she  were  a  public  vessel,  the  employment  of 
the  crew,  &c.,  of  the  Franklin  on  board  her,  instead  of  being  a  crime,  was  a  positive  duty.  The  incon- 
sistency of  the  specifications  should  destrov  both. 

But,  in  truth,  he  was  guilty  (if  neither  offence.  The  explanation  given  on  the  opening  of  the  defence 
is  clear  in  its  principle,  and  the  laets  sustained  completely  by  the  proofs.  The  Peruviano  was,  at  no 
time,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  though  for  some  time  in  their  service.  She  had  been  constructed 
and  equipped  at  private  cost,  and  with  private  materials.  When  the  goods  were  put  on  board  as  a  place 
of  deposit,  she  was  private  property.  In  this  state  she  was  officered,  manned,  and  armed  by  the  Frank- 
lin, for  public  purposes,  and  solely  employed  in  public  duty.  The  necessity  of  such  a  vessel  to  the  uses 
of  the  squadron  is  obvious;  was  pointed  out  by  Commodore  Stewart  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  the 
Pacific;;  when  an  unexpected  opportunity  arose  to  obtain  her,  he  did  so,  but  at  his  own  private  cost,  as 
he  had  received  no  express  instructions  to  buy  on  public  account.  He  informed  the  government  that  he 
had  done  so;  her  utility,  and  the  sum  she  saved  to  the  public,  are  proved  at  this  trial;  the  Department 
has  sanctioned  his  conduct,  and  paid  Lieutenant  Henry,  who  commanded  her. 

Placing  her  in  public  employment  did  not  require  that  the  private  property  on  board,  which  did  not 
at  all  interfere  wi  h  her  storage  "or  armament,  should  be  thrown  into  the  sea.  They  were,  therefore,  kept 
on  board  till  the  return  of  the  Canton,  then  restored  to  her,  and  Midshipman  McCauley  has  proved  the 
goods  were  brought  back  to  the  United  States. 

As  to  the  residue  of  the  specification,  it  may  be  briefly  said  that  Mr.  Ward  went  to  the  Franklin,  not 
as  " supercargo  of  the  Canton,"  but  as  secretary  to  Commodore  Stewart,  an  office  which  had  become 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Dupuy,  and  which  the  penmanship  of  Mr.  Ward,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  language,  peculiarly  qualified  him  to  fill.  He  may  perhaps  have  carried  the  samples  on  board 
the  Franklin.  1  dare  affirm  the  commodore  did  not  search  his  secretary's  baggage  to  ascertain  it,  and  if 
he  had  known  it,  it  was  a  facility  to  the  commerce-  of  his  country,  forbidden  by  no  law,  proper  and  rea- 
sonable. 

The  charges  already  noticed,  exhibit  the  commodore  as  at  once  the  proudest  and  meanest  of  mankind. 
At  one  moment  he  is  represented  assailing  sovereignty  itself  in  his  audacity;  at  another,  stooping  to  the 
commission  (jf  sixpenny  frauds,  and  pettv  peculation  that  a  Newgate  offender  would  scorn  to  commit. 

The  last  charge  imputes  to  liiui  oppression  and  cruelty.  It  consists  "  in  confining  Joshua  R.  Sands, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  in  an  unusual  and  unnecessary  manner,  from  the  8th  October, 
1823,  to  the  13th  April,  1824,  without  taking  any  measures  to  bring  him  to  a  trial  for  any  alleged  mis- 
conduct, and  in  continuing  said  oppressive  and  cruel  conduct,  subsequent  to  the  13th  April,  to  the  manifest 
and  great  injury  of  the  health  of  said  Sands." 

The  principle,  stated  in  the  opening  of  the  case,  would  suffice  to  defend  Commodore  Stewart,  if  he 
sought  only  impunitv.  The  exercise,  however  stern  and  rigorous,  of  a  lawful  power,  can  never  be  an 
offence  against  the  law ;  for  it  were  absurd  that  the  law  should  punish  that  which  the  law  authorizes.  Mr. 
Sands  has  been  convicted,  by  a  court-martial,  of  the  offence  for  which  Commodore  Stewart  confined  him. 
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If  Commodore  Stewart  cxcreisiMl  his  lawful  authoritj- more  sternly  and  severely  thau  the  occasion  required, 
it  might,  indeed,  e.x) II  "-^i'  liim  to  /((ora/,  but  never  to  Jwrficm/ censure.  But  it  will  be  shown  that  his  conduct 
hroughout,  merits  cuiiiiiirinhilinii.  Those  who  have  known  Commodore'  Stewart, in  private  life,  will  learn 
with  astonishment,  that  under  the  mi>dfst  and  unpretending  good  sense,  the  forbearing  manners,  the 
amiable  and  kindly  sentiments  which  lia^c  characterized  him,  lurked  a  tyrant's  temper,  which  could 
exercise  protracted  oppression,  and  iliri\c  a  licnd-like  gratification  from  the  suffering  it  inflicted. 

To  you,  gentlemen,  some  of  wlmm  have  knnwn  him  in  every  situation  which  cinild  test  the  vigor  or 
permanancy  of  his  iiiiaal  |iiiiiciplcs,  ildt  iicc  is  nccdh  ^s.  Ynu  cnuhl  ]i(rs(iiially  attest  tiiat  his  profes- 
sional life,  by  a  rare  and  hapiiy  iiiiieii  ef  (jnalities,  n'it  easily  ii..|-  i.fteii  e.iinluiieil;  tlie  sliaimess  of  oflScial 
authority  has  been  S(j  bleinU'd  and  attempered  by  ]iersonal  iiiihluess,  that  those  wiio  have  been  placed 
under  his  authoritj',  obeyed  not  more  fruni  duty  than  respect.  On  more  than  one  memorable  occasion,  he 
has  been  compelled  to  take  very  decisive,  measures,  Avhen  the  subordination  and  discipline  of  the  service 
were  menaced.  It  was  equally  honorable  to  himself,  and  to  those  on  whom  he  acted,  that  no  personal 
ill-will  was  engendered  by  those  measures,  but  they  were  afterwards,  with  an  honorable  frankness, 
approved  by  those  who  had  occasioned  them.  But  he  has  not  chosen  to  call  witnesses  to  his  general 
temper  and  conduct  to  those  under  his  command.  He  prefers  that  should  rest  on  the  testimony  of  the 
very  person  said  to  be  the  victim  of  his  oppression.  You  cannot  doubt  his  e\iileiice  when  favorable  to 
the  accused;  for  if  his  wrongs  had  been  great,  his  resentment  for  them  lias  certainly  been  enduring. 
Appeal  then  to  Lieutenant  Sands.  When  asked  if  the  general  conduct  of  Coinnieilore  Stewart  was  marked 
with  a  cruel  and  oppressive  temper,  he  replied,  "Connimilere  Stewart's  eeiiduct  has  not  been  cruel  and 
oppressive,  but  the  contrary.  As  to  myself,  I  have  met  with  nn  ivpiimand  tidni  him  for  two  years  that  I 
served  under  him,  except  once,  for  swearing."  Those  whu  have  ymuig  suns  in  the  navy  will  best  know  how 
to  estimate  the  temper  et'  a  cnminainler,  who  gave  a  reprimand  for  an  impropriety,  unhappily  too  common, 
but  offensive  both  t"  -oeil  nuiiiiieis  and  good  morals. 

It  must  be  obvidus,  then,  that  Connaodore  Stewart's  conduct  to  Lieutenant  Sands  cannot  be  ascribed 
either  to  natural  propensity  to  oppression  and  cruelty,  or  to  any  personal  hostility  to  that  young  gentle- 
man. Let  us  see,  then,  if  its  cause  may  not  be  found  in  the  temper  and  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Sands 
himself.     In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  the  principal  facts  will  be  taken  from  his  own  statements. 

It  appears  that  on  the  7th  of  October,  1822,  several  gentlemen  were  guests  of  the  ward  room  table, 
while  the  Franklin  was  lying  in  port.  Lieut.  Hammersley,  who  was  tlie  superior  ofBcer,  presided  at  the 
table.  In  the  presence  of  these  strangers,  and  of  several  oflicers  of  the  ship,  a  quarrel  arose  between 
Lieutenants  Hammersley  and  Sands,  which  proceeded  so  far  that  Mr.  Sands  tlircw  a  bottle  at  Mr.  Ham- 
mersley. Who  was  the  aggressor  is  not  very  important;  but  ,Mr,  Sands  lias  been  convicteil  by  a  court- 
martial  of  being  the  otfender.  Heated  with  wine  and  passion,  these  young  geutlenieu  immediately  went 
on  shore  to  settle  the  dis|)ute  by  jjrivate  combat.  After  the  exchange  of  three  shots,  their  ammunition 
being  expended,  lliey  se|iarateil.  witli  an  engagement  to  renew  the  duel  on  the  next  morning.  In  this 
state  of  the  affair,  ('ommedun-  Stewart  became  informed  of  it.  He  instantly  did  what  his  duty  as  an 
officer,  and  what  a  much  higher  duty  demanded.  He  determined  to  interpese  his  authority  to  save  these 
hot-brained  young  men  from  the  effects  of  their  mistaken  pride  and  rei  kliss  ;in,i;'er.  Enough  had  been 
done  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  advocate  of  the  point  of  honor,  and  the  oiders  of  their  commander 
would  have  prevented  all  possible  misconception  of  their  failure  to  cnmjiiy  with  their  engagements  for 
the  next  morning.  He  therefore  sent  an  order,  on  that  evening,  to  the  parties,  then  on  shore,  requiring 
their  immediate  return  to  the  ship.  By  Lieutenant  Hammersley  this  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  But 
Mr.  Sands  (who  seems  to  have  singular  ideas  of  obedience  in  naval  life)  not  only  disobeyed  it  and 
i-emained  on  shore,  but  (as  if  to  prove  that  his  disobedience  was  considerate  and  deliberate)  sent  a  letter 
of  refusal  to  his  commander.  His  object  was  to  prosecute  the  duel,  and  that  beseems  to  ha\e  considered 
a  siifficient  reason  for  disregarding  his  order. 

On  the  next  morning  the  lieutenant  of  marines  was  sent  with  a  new  order  to  Mr.  Sands  to  return  to 
the  ship,  and  with  instinct  ii^ns  to  use  force  to  bring  him,  if  needful.  By  this  time  the  fermentation  of 
the  passions  had  subsided,  and  it  might  have  been  expected  that  Mr.  Sands  would  have  recollected  the 
observance  due  to  his  commander.  It  might  have  be(  n  lio|)i'd,  too,  ilmt  his  heart  would  have  I'elt  some 
touch  of  grateful  reverence  for  the  paternal  solicitude  \vliicli,  while  it  v.as  mindliil  t<i'  ^\■\\:^\  was  due  to 
notions  even  of  fastidious  honor,  was  exerting  itself  to  Ka\-e  him  from  the  distraction  of  misery  liis  rash 
and  inconsiderate  courage  was  preparing.  Not  so.  however.  This  reiterated  order  was  not  obeyed,  till 
Mr.  Sands,  finding  that  the  duel  was  pre\-ented,  mnsfiitt'd  (as  he  says)  to  go  on  board. 

Had  Commodore  Stewart  licen  cruel  and  oppressive,  there  was  much  liere  to  excite  his  temper;  had 
he  felt  individual  hostility  towards  Mr.  Sands,  here  \\as  an  opi)ortiiiiity  to  indulge  it,  not  only  with  impu- 
nity, but  even  under  the  apjieaiance  of  /.eal  for  (he  service,  'fhe  regulations  of  th"  ship  had  been  viola- 
ted by  going,  and  staying,  on  shore  without  leave;  the  deeorniii  of  the  ward  room  outraged;  the  respect 
to  a  superior  ollicer  contemned;  a  direct  attack  made  upon  his  persoi;;  the  coniiuodore's  own  reiterated 
orders  contemned  and  disobeyed;  yet,  under  all  these  circnmstances,  the  only  nieasnre  adopted  by  Com- 
modore Stewart  on  his  coming  onboard,  was  a  suspension  from  duly.  The  occasion  would  have  merited 
inorc  severity;  less  could  not  have  been  practiced  without  an  alisobite  surrender  of  all  authority. 

Hut  even  this  measure,  mild,  indispensable,  and  lawful  as  it  certainly  was,  had  for  its  object,  not  the 
punishment  of  Mr.  Sands,  but  his  reformation;  and  with  almost  any  other  person  it  would  have  produced 
its  intended  eft'ect.  He  ought  to  have  perceived,  not  only  the  necessity,  but  the  kindness  of  the  restraint, 
and  have  restored  himself,  in  a  day  or  two,  to  service,  by  a  proper  apology  to  his  conmiander.  Instead 
of  this,  on  the  very  next  day,  and  while  under  suspension,  he  again  insulted  and  joslieil  Lieutenant  Ham- 
mersley, with  the  nninifest  dc^sign  of  increasing  the  flame  wliich  Commoilore  ,'~tewarl  was  anxious  to 
extinguish.  On  this,  bii'iitenant  Henry,  then  commanding  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  oiihivd  Mr.  Sands  to 
confine  himself  to  his  state  room.  When  this  was  officially  reported  to  Comnioiloic  .--tewart,  he  had  no 
choice  but  to  confirm  the  order,  or  by  reversing  it,  ini)iliedly  to  censure  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  and 
invite  a  repetition  of  acts  which  would  liavi'  c-oii\ciled  the  dee-k  of  a  shi|3-of-\var  into  a  theatre  of  gladi- 
ators. He  would  have  been  highly  criminal  had  hi'  hesitated  in  liis  choice,  lie  conliimed  the  order  which 
confined  Lieutenant  Sands  to  his  cabin.     The  patience  of  most  commanding  olliceis  would  have  been,  by 

this  time,  exhausted;   the  ardor  of  most  young  men  cooled;    still.  Con dore  Stewart   looked  only  to 

wholesome  and  temporary  restraint  of  Mr.  Sands.  But  that  young  -■entleman  resolved  to  push  the  forbear- 
ance of  his  commander  to  the  uttermost.  In  examiidng  the  conduct  of  the  parties  afterwards,  one  knows 
not  which  most  to  wonder  at,  the  undisguised  disrespect  and  dogged  obstinacy  of  Mr.  Sands,  or  the  mild 
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forbearauro  of  his  commandor.     In   niio  part  of  it 

,  indeed,  Commodore  Stewart's  feeling-s  seemed,  for  a 

momont,  tn  liuvc  \>vr]i  .■xritr.l.      I'.ut  it  was  when  a 

most  dangerous  blow  was  ainn'd  at  all  disriplinc  by  a 

coinbincil   ivpivsrnfatinn    of  his   (iiru'ci-s,    which,    ii 

nder  whatever  spe.-ions   pictcxt   they  may  lie   formed, 

Miu.st,  if  |oh-i-al(Ml,  suljjccl  11  coiiiinaiHlrr  to  llir  (lir( 

"<-ti(m   of  his   inferiors,  conmiunicated  in   the   shape   of 

iviriniistraiMv  and  advice.     But  liiai   cxcilriiiciil  \ 

vas  n mtary.      Ills  mind  was   "like  the  Hint,  which, 

nidrlv  stiicl^cii,  ,i;-ives  forth  a  liasty  s|.aik,  and  sir. 

aiu'iil    is  coul  a--ain." 

On  llic  illh  (if  October.  Mr.  Sands  smt  a.  h'lh 

■I-   to  Coniinodoi-e   Sicwart,  to  say  that  he   "conceived 

liiinself  a-'-rirvcl  and  oi,|irrss(Ml,"  and  lo  cliai-v  h 

im  wilii  "partiality"  in  not  arresting  Licnteiiaiit  Ilam- 

mcrslcv,  thonuli  tliat  ollicrr  was  the  [.rrsMn  injiuv.l 

1,  and  had  not  aggravated  his  original  misroinlint  liy 

disobedirnce  of  oriK'rs.     Consullin--  less  the  sliaan 

•ss  of  ollicial  rank  tliaji  his  indulgent  temper,  the  eom- 

inodore  in  his  reply  assuriMl  him  that  he  liud  no  inl 

onlion  tom-ievcoro]ipi-ess  liini,  and  stated  that  nothing 

would  o-ive  him  g-rcater  [ileasnre  than  to  lind  his  e. 

milurt  divcstcil  of  the  \-iolations  of  hiw  and  ordci-  with 

which  it  seemed  to  be  comliiin'd.     Mr.  Sands,  on  t 

he  same  day,' in  another   letter,  quoted   law  authorities 

to  the  commodore  to  prove  that  his  eonlinement  was  iHegal,  and  polit<dy  suggested  the  propriety  of 
endeavoring  to  get  at  facts  thron,'_;-h  a,  medium  that  would  have  at  least  the  appearance  of  a  disposition 
to  show  him  justice.  Without  \\-aitin,L;-  a  reply  to  that  letter,  he  sent  aiiotiier  to  the  commodore  on  the 
next  morning,  in  which  he  alt<'mpled  to  prove  by  argument  and  authority  that  Commodore  Stewart  had 
acted  lawlessly  and  oppressively  in  i-onfining  him,  charges  him  with  connivance  with  Lieutenant  Ilam- 
mersley,  his  avowed  enemy ;  "  pmtest.s  against  his  conduct  as  illegal,  oppressive,  unjust,  hi,ghly  calcu- 
lated to  arouse  feelings  that  mi-lil  have  a  tendency  to  produce  conduct  on  which  to  base  other  charges, 
inhuman,  and  finally  threatened  an  appeal  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  redress  against  his 
injustice."  This,  it  must  he  admitted,  would  be  uncourteous  language  used  by  a  young  gentleman  to  any 
person;  disrespectful,  when  addressed  to  a  senior;  but,  addressed  by  a  young  lieutenant  to  his  com- 
mander, was  a  high  military  offence.  Indeed,  if  one  part  of  it  alluded — and  it  seemed  to  admit  no 
other  construction — to  a  clialleTige  to  Commodore  Stewart,  or  an  attack  on  his  person,  as  not  unlikely  to  grow 
out  of  his  measures,  it  wanted  nothing  but  coujbination  and  numbers  to  make  it  a  direct  act  of  mutinj'. 
Every  attemiit  liy  inferiors  to  intimidate  and  to  force  him  from  his  measures  is  mutinous.  No  considera- 
tions shall  ever  tempt  me  to  become  the  apologist  of  military  tyranny.  I  am  entirely  convinced  that 
tyranny  is  not  discipline,  and  that  no  mistake  can  be  more  fatal  to  the  army  or  navy  than  the  belief 
that  unrestrained  violence  and  unbridled  power  in  a  commander  contribute  to  their  efBcacy.  Such  a 
system  of  command  may  make  obsequious  slaves,  but  heroes  never.  But  it  is  folly  to  extend  to  military 
life  the  maxims  and  manners  of  personal  equality.  Countenance  the  idea  in  the  navy  that  your  inferior 
officers  may  use  such  language  to  their  commanders  in  the  actual  exercise  of  duty,  and,  depend  on  it,  you 
will  have  no  victories  to  boast  hereafter. 

The  insubordinate  disposition  of  Mr.  Sands  has  been,  perhaps,  sufficiently  exhibited  already;  but 
follow  him  on,  and  take  his  own  account  of  matters.  Finding  Mr.  Sands,  instead  of  becoming  more 
temperate  and  considerate  in  the  opportunities  afforded  him  for  reflection,  was  becoming  more  disrespect- 
ful— desirous  to  ascertain  liy  judicial  inquiry  whether  Mr.  Hammersley's  official  report  of  his  conduct 
was  in  any  particular  misstated  or  exaggerated,  as  Mr.  Sands  had  intimated,  Cmiimodore  Stewart,  on  the 
10th  of  October,  directed  a  court  of  inquiry  to  examine  the  case;  by  .Mr.  Sands'  own  account,  he  imme- 
diately quarreled  with  that  court  and  the  judge  advocate;  charged  them  witli  keeping  an  unfair  record, 
and  protested  against  their  proceedings.  The  sickness  of  the  president  and  a  member  of  the  court, 
suspended  its  proceedings.  Here,  again,  Mr.  Sands'  want  of  self-C(mtrol  appeai-ed.  By  his  own  acknow- 
ledgment before  you,  he  sent,  without  the  slightest  provocation,  an  irrascible  and  offensive  message  to  a 
member  of  the  court,  and  in  a  subsequent  conversation  grossly  insulted  him. 

When  the  commodore  found  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  would  probably  be  long 
suspended  by  the  indisposition  of  its  members,  the  kindness  of  his  temper  led  him  to  overlook  the  con- 
temptuous hin.gna,ge  of  his  letters  and  to  endeavor  to  release  him  without  endangering  the  harmony  of  his 
officers.  On  t\w  isth  of  October  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sands,  in  which,  after  stating  that  the  con- 
tinued indisposition  of  the  president  rendered  it  improbable  that  he  would  be  able  again  to  preside  at  the 
court  of  inquiry,  and  expressing  his  regret  there  should  be  any  necessity  for  the  restraint  under  which  he 
had  been  placed,  he  proposed  to  release  Mr.  Sands  from  his  unpleasant  situation  on  his  giving  his  word 
of  honor  that  he  would  not  "  provoke,  molest  or  impede  Lieutenant  Hammersley  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
ship  until  his  case  was  finally  decided."  Instead  of  accepting  the  proffered  indulgence  on  these  reason- 
able terms,  in  his  reply  of  the  same  date  he  said:  "As  in  no  instance  have  I  been  the  aggressor  in  the 
differences  existing  between  Mr.  Hammersley  and  myself,  so  I  pledge  to  you  my  honor  not  to  do  anything 
but  defend  myself  from  the  injuries  he  or  any  other  man  may  choose  to  offer  me."  Commodore  Stewart 
perceived,  as  he  believed,  that  the  pledge  off"ered  by  Mr.  Sands  was  not  likely  to  attain  the  object  he 
wished.  His  views  will  be  seen  in  his  reply,  which  I  beg  leave  to  read  wi  extenso.  (See  letter  marked 
§  No.  9,  in  d.icument  10.) 

Mr.  Sands  refused  to  accede  to  the  terms  offered  by  Commodore  Stewart  and  closed  the  correspond- 
ence by  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  October,  in  which  he  says  to  the  commodore,  "rank  or  station  in  life  will 
not  prevent  men  from  commission  of  faults;  is  it  generous  to  follow  with  vindictive  measures  the  man  we 
have  already  in  our  power?  '  I  answer  not."  It  is  in  proof  that  after  this  Mr.  Sands  knew  in  various 
modes  that  "he  could  at  any  time  be  relieved  by  giving  the  pledge  required,  but  he  pertinaciously  refused, 
in  the  persuasion  that  his  commander  would  ultimately  submit  and  take  the  pledge  in  the  terms  he  had 
been  pleased  to  oiler  rather  than  prolong  his  confinement.  If  he  had  experienced  inconvenience,  let  him 
charge  it  to  his  own  sullen  obstinacy. 

Mr.  Sands  has  told  the  court  that  the  pledge  he  offered  to  give  was  substantially  the  same  that  the 
commodore  required;  why  then  did  he  stickle  so  much  about  the  form?  he  knew  that  Commodore  Stewart 
believed  them  to  diff'er;  if  he  really  meant  to  accede  to  the  substance  of  the  pledge,  why  did  he  not  yield 
with  grace  and  dignity,  and  accept  the  indulgence  in  the  way  in  which  it  had  been  offered;  whj^  insist 
that  his  own  terms  and  not  those  used  by  the  commodore  sli.mid  be  adopted?  He  could  have  been  influ- 
enced by  one  motive  only — a  desire  to  obtain  a  [ictty  tiiumph  over  his  c'ommander. 

But  the  assurance  required  by  the  commodore  was  not  "  substantially  the  same"  with  that  which 
Mr.  Sands  was  willing  to  give.  The  former  would  have  presented  not  only  a  renewal  of  old  hostilities, 
but  all  new  excitements  between  Lieutenants  Hammersley  and  Sands,  the  latter  would  have  left  an  oppor- 
tunity for  new  disagreements.'  Passion  is  seldom  either  just  or  discriminating;  a  look,  a  word,  or  even 
silence,  may  be  easily  construed  by  ingenious  hatred  into  insult. 
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Tlic  privilc,f;-o  wliicli  Mr.  Sands  reserved  to  liimself,  of  determinin,!:^  what  were  injuries  and  of  defend- 
ing himself  Iroiii  them,  wniihl  have  led  ti>  thi>  very  mischief  which  (Jonim(«h>re  Stewart  intended  to  prevent; 
and  that  ^Ir.  Sands  intended  liy  ehan.^-in.L;-  tin/  words  of  the  assurance  not  \n  restrict  himself,  as  was  wished, 
is  partiallj'  pmved  by  his  letters  of  the  19th  and  2Utli  of  October.  In  them  he  does  not  once  insinuate 
that  his  acceptance  was  intended  to  be  coextensive  with  the  offer  made;  on  the  contrary,  he  refused  to 
accede  to  the  ofler  of  the  commodore  for  the  very  reason  that  it  went  farther  than  lie  could  consent  to  g-o. 

Ho  clearly  manifested  that  he  meant  to  reserve  to  himself  a  right  which  would  have  led  to  new  vio- 
lence. His  words  are  "  to  pledge  myself  to  show  no  resistance  to  indignities  offered  I  cannot  do,  when  I 
recollect  the  narrow  limits  assigned  me  by  your  order  of  the  8th  instant  were  attempted  to  be  abridged 
by  a  man  who  would  not,  under  the  privilege  now  held  out  to  me,  long  want  a  pretext  for  again  rendering 
it  necessary  for  you  to  order  close  confinement." 

You  will  remember  in  what  this  pretended  abridgment  of  his  limits  consisted,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
the  privilege  of  jostling  Lieutenant  Hammersley  on  a  similar  occasion  was  intended  to  be  reserved  by 
Mr.  Sands  in  his  pledge ;  yet  that  was  the  very  thing  which  it  was  the  duty  of  Commodore  Stewart  to 
prevent. 

The  idea  held  out  by  Mr.  Sands,  that  under  the  pledge  asked  by  Commodore  Stewart  he  would  have 
been  left  exposed  to  degrading  insults  which  he  could  not  resent,  is  unfounded  and  absurd;  no  pledge 
would  have  taken  from  him  the  imprescriptable  right  of  self-defence  against  actual  violence;  and  he  had 
the  highest  possible  security  against  insult  of  any  sort  from  that  sentiment  of  honor  which  teaches  every 
man  that  to  offer  indignity  to  one  pledged  not  to  resent  it  is  base  and  cowardly.  It  would  have  cost 
Lieutenant  Hammersley  his  commission  had  he  dared  to  outrage  Mr.  Sands  in  that  condition.  More  time 
has  been  taken  in  explaining  the  origin  of  this  affair  than  it  merited;  but  the  charge  of  cruelty  and 
oppression  is  so  injurious  to  an  officer,  so  odious  in  an  individual,  that  it  was  proper  to  examine  it  some- 
what in  detail.  Those  who  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  subdue  the  pride,  the  self-will,  and  headstrong 
passions  of  youth,  to  the  order  and  obedience  essential  to  military  life,  will  not  be  surprised  that  after  a 
three  years'  cruise  in  a  ship  of  the  line  some  individuals  should  complain  of  severity.  It  is  no  slight  proof 
of  the  paternal  and  mild  administration  of  Commodore  Stewart  that  one  only  has  complained.  The 
motives  of  his  original  interference  the  most  considerate  will  most  approve.  His  subsequent  measures 
were  forced  upon  him  by  the  unyielding  temper  of  Mr.  Sands. 

It  may  possibl}'  be  said  that  Commodore  S.  protracted  his  trial  unnecessarily,  and  therefore  oppres- 
sively. The  answer  is  simple,  and  must  be  satisfactory.  The  report  of  this  court  of  inquiry  ascertained 
judicially  Mr.  Sands'  impropriety;  that,  therefore,  gave  him  no  new  claim  to  indulgence.  The  squadron  did 
not  furnish  officers  sufficient  to  form  a  court-martial.  The  three  members  of  the  court  of  inquiry  could 
not  sit  on  the  court-martial,  for  they  had  formed  and  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  proofs.  Lieutenant 
Hammersley  was  incompetent,  being  both  a  witness  and  a  party;  one  officer  had  perished  in  a  boat; 
Lieutenant  Mayo  had  come  to  the  United  States;  five  officers,  the  smallest  number  for  a  court,  could  not 
be  obtained  until  the  arrival  of  the  United  States,  under  Captain  Hull.  Immediately  after  a  court-martial 
was  called;  that  court  found  Mr.  Sands  guilty,  but  its  proceedings  were  irregular  and  illegal,  ai 
moreover,  the  punishment  inflicted  was  not  such  as  the  case  required;  the  court  undertaking  to  exercise 
a  power  of  mitigation  belonging  to  another  department. 

Commodore  Stewart,  exerting  his  undoubted  autiiority,  disapproved  the  sentence.  The  proceedings 
have  been  laid  before  the  government,  who  have  not  thought  proper  to  reverse  the  Commodore's  decision: 
and  in  point  of  law  Mr.  Sands  is  still  under  prosecution;  that  he  is  not  prosecuted,  in  fact,  he  owes  to  the 
lenity  of  the  government. 

The  opinion  of  the  court-martial  in  the  Pacific  was  not  promulgated,  because  it  was  not  a  final 
sentence,  and,  being  unfavorable  to  Mr.  Sands,  its  promulgation  might  have  injured  him  on  another  trial. 

The  specification  says  that  the  confinement  was  "to  the  manifest  and  great  injury  of  the  health  of 
Mr.  Sands;"  if  that  were  true,  Mr.  Sands  should  attribute  it  to  his  own  obstinacy,  not  to  Commodore 
Stewart,  whose  duty  imposed  the  restraint.  But  it  is  untrue;  he  never  was  on  the  sick  report,  nor  was  it 
made  known  to  Commodore  Stewart  that  he  was  actually  sick;  that  his  confinement  was  unpleasant,  that- 
he  would  have  found  it  more  agreeable  to  frolic  on  shore,  as  he  proposed,  is  true.  But  Mr.  Sands'  military 
condition  required  a  physician.  We  do  not  give  comfits  as  medicine.  If  the  dose  he  received  was  nau^ 
seous,  it  was  necessary,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  prove  to  have  been  wholesome. 

In  the  defence  of  his  own  conduct,  Commodore  Stewart  has  been  compelled  to  exhibit  that  of  Mr. 
Sands  in  no  attractive  form;  but  he  would  not  do  justice  to  his  own  feelings  if  he  allowed  any  impression 
to  be  made  to  the  permanent  injury  of  that  young  gentleman;  he  has  said  always,  and  now  repeats,  that 
he  is  an  officer  of  promise. 

The  wildest  and  most  mettlesome  colts  generally  prove  the  best  horses,  but  they  require  the  severest 
discipline  of  the  menage;  they  must  feel  the  curb  and  the  spur  often  and  severely  to  render  them  tractable 
and  obedient  to  the  voice  of  their  rider.  The  excellent  umihI  sense  nf  Mr.  Sands  cannot  fail  to  teach  him 
sooner  or  later  that  a  dignilicd  ulnMlieiicc  in  military  life  is  nut  irreconcilable  with  a  manly  and  intrepid 
spirit,  and  that  he  who  hopes  in  command  with  distim-tiou  must  tirst  learn  to  obey.  He  will  then  find  fitter 
objects  for  that  intrepidity  of  spirit  which  cmirts  danger  and  that  indomitable  constancy  which  never 
yields.  He  will  then  thank  his  commander  for  the  painful  but  instructive  lesson  taught  him  in  the 
Pacific. 

I  have  now,  sir,  taken  a  review  of  every  offence  imputed  to  the  accused.  It  has  been  more  pi-otracted, 
perhaps  desultory,  than  it  should  have  been,  but  that  may  in  some  measure  be  ascribed  to  the  number 
and  variety  of  the  matters  embraced  by  it.  The  conduct  of  no  officer  has  hitherto  been  exposed  to  an 
analysis  so  minute. 

There  may  perhaps  be  found  in  his  conduct  some  alloy  inseparable  from  humanity,  but  much  rich  and 
pure  ore  will  be  discovered  by  the  process;  it  is  for  you  to  announce  the  result. 

Gentlemen,  this  entire  nation  awaits  your  decision  with  intense  anxiety;  the  most  precious  of  her 
gems  is  her  naval  renown;  to  it  she  chiefly  owes  that  elevation  of  national  sentiment,  that  lofty  tone  of 
conscious  worth,  which  constitute  the  chief  power  of  every  government,  without  which  republics  perish. 

If  Commodore  Stewart  has  sinned  as  this  prosecution  supposes,  he  is  alike  dangerous  for  his  audacity, 
hateful  for  his  cruelty,  contemptible  for  his  meanness;  your  oaths,  your  personal  integrity,  the  reputation 
of  the  navy,  the  honor  of  our  beloved  country,  demand  his  punishment.  It  would  indeed  have  been  better 
had  he  fallen  as  a  gallant  officer  would  wish  to  fall,  at  the  close  of  some  battle  made  memorable  by  his 
valor  and  skill;  the  triumphant  banner  of  his  country  waving  over  him;  the  ocean  his  grave;  his  epitaph 
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written  by  a  luition's  gratitude.  Such  a  fate  would  have  been  in  keeping  with  his  former  renown.  But 
let  nil  tli(iii,i;lif  of  this  unnerve  you;  if  he  be  guilty,  strike,  and  strike  fearlessly.  The  punishment  of  his 
otTciiccs  will  iiiiJinote  the  interests«of  his  country  not  less  than  his  victories  contributed  to  her  renown; 
the  navy  will  be  purified  from  his  roiitamiiiation,  the  dignity  of  the  law  will  be  maintained,  and  an  exam- 
ple will"  be  given,  salutary  and  shikinu-,  thai  no  length  of  service,  no  rank,  no  splendor  of  naval  or  military 
achievement,  will  stay  the  aim  nf  |iiil.lic   justice. 

But  if  he  shall  sustain  thi.s  liery  ordeal,  your  own  high-minded  and  generous  sentiments  will  suggest 
what  is  due  to  his  reputation  and  his  feelings.  You  will  not,  with  niggard  hand,  give  to  him  a  cold  and 
grudging  acquittal;  but  you  will  replace  his  laurels,  green  and  fresh  as  when  the  hand  of  Congress 
placed  them  on  his  brow;  you  will  restore  with  honor  to  the  navy  one  to  whom  the  navy  is  so  largely 
indebted  for  its  honors;  you  will  give  to  your  country  the  precious  privilege  of  recounting  her  naval 
actions,  without  a  blush  for  the  crimes  of  those  who  achieved  them. 


Navy  Department,  September  5,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  the  judgment  of  the  court-martial,  which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  approved,  acquitting  you  most  honorably  of  all  the  charges  which  hav(^  been  made  against  you, 
and  of  which  the  government  has  been  apprised,  while  you  commanded  the  si|iiailnm  in  the  Pacific.  The 
number  and  nature  of  the  charges,  and  the  character  of  those  who  picsenteil  them,  were  such  that  an 
inquiry  was  demanded,  by  your  own  honor,  and  the  duty  which  the  government  owed  itself  and  the 
interests  of  the  nation.  The  result  of  the  investigation  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  Executive,  will  be 
useful  to  the  public,  and  honorable  to  yourself.  It  has  furnished  a  conclusive  answer  to  public  and  to 
private  accusation,  and  redeemed  your  fame  from  reproach;  a  fame  heretofore  dear  to  your  countrj',  and 
hereafter  to  become  still  more  precious. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Chas.  Stewart,  U.  S.  Nacif,  Washington. 


Washington,  September  1,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  covering  the 
judgment  of  the  court-martial,  which  has  been  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

For  this  early  attention,  and  the  very  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  the 
communication,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  to  you  my  sincere  thanks;  as  also,  for  the  time  you  have  accorded, 
and  the  facilities  you  have  afforded  me  to  defend  myself  against  such  a  variety  of  matter,  set  afloat  at 
periods  and  places  so  distant. 

That  the  late  Executive  Government  believed  it  due  to  itself  and  the  interests  of  the  nation,  to  have 
the  allegations  against  me  fully  inquired  into,  I  am  most  willing  to  believe;  but  that  my  own  hcmor 
demanded  and  required  the  investigation,  I  have  been  furnished  with  no  lights  or  means  to  enable  me  to 
form  a  judgment.  If  the  character  of  those  who  laid  or  presented  these  odious  charges  is  such  as  to 
leave  no  grounds  to  suppose  thej'  were  actuated  by  the  worst  and  vilest  motive,  it  appears  to  me 
to  belong  to  that  justice  the  government  owes  itself,  to  make  it  manifest.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  shall  appear  to  have  been  based  on  the  most  corrupt  principles  of  the  human  heart,  and  to  have 
emanated  from  the  most  impure  sources,  "whose  rankness  smells  to  heaven,"  the  government  then  owes  it  to 
the  honor  of  this  nation  to  exhibit  them  to  the  world,  and,  in  imitation  of  divine  justice,  set  a  mark  on  the 
wretches.  Should  they  be  found  attached  to  the  civil  departments  of  the  administration,  the  purity  of 
those  departments  would  seem  to  require  their  expulsion.  But  should  they  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  the 
navy,  (where  I  believe  they  can  only  be  found,)  then  how  essential  it  is  to  its  future  welfare  and  glory, 
that  such  disorganizing  characters,  such  disgraceful,  unworthy  associates  in  arms,  should  no  longer  be 
permitted  to  hang  on  the  skirts  of  the  mantle,  with  which  its  former  virtues  and  valor  have  covered  it. 

Next  to  an  approving  conscience,  I  know  of  no  circumstance  that  could  be  more  gratifying  to  me 
than  to  learn  that  the  result  of  this  investigation  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  President,  and  is  in  accord 
with  his  virtues  and  principles  of  justice. 

On  the  restoration  of  my  health,  and  the  removal  of  my  arrest,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  renew  to 
you,  in  person,  the  high  consideration  and  respect  with  which 
I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  C.  STEWART. 

The  Hon.  Sam'l  L.  SoiTHARn,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


N.\YY  Department,  September  7,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  and,  as  I  am  about  leaving  the  city, 
for  a  short  time,  with  General  Lafayette,  hasten  to  reply  to  it. 

Your  arrest  was  matter  of  form,  for  the  purposes  of  trial  only.  Your  sword  was  not  demanded,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  returned  to  you;  and  when  I  communicated  to  you  the  judgment  of  the  court- 
martial,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  it  was  necessary  to  say  anything  respecting  your  arrest.  You  are, 
from  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  5th  inst.,  in  all  respects  relieved  from  that  arrest,  and  restored  to  your 
standing  in  the  service.  The  principal  charges  against  you  rested  upon  the  authority  of  more  than  one 
foreign  government,  and  of  individuals  of  respectable  standing,  and  these  were  corroborated  by  rumors 
and  representations  from  a  great  variety  of  sources,  which  had  also  reached,  and  as  I  believed,  seriously 
affected  the  public  mind,  as  regarded  your  conduct  and  reputation.     Hence  the  remark  in  my  letter,  that 
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the  inquiry  was  demanded  by  your  own  honor,  and  the  duty  the  government  owed  to  itself  and  the 
interests  of  the  nation.  In  no  other  way  could  the  truth  be  suftieiently  established,  and  accomplish  all 
the  objects  presented  by  the  case.  The  government  cannot  discover  the  motives  of  those  who  made  the 
charges,  so  as  to  determine  that  it  resulted  from  "  the  corrupt  principles  of  the  human  heart,"  nor  is 
there  at  this  time,  either  in  the  civil  department  of  the  government,  or  in  the  navy,  any  one  against  whom 
it  could  present  a  distinct  accusation  of  such  principles,  or  upon  whom  it  could  with  propriety  act  with 
a  view  to  punishment.  If  there  be  any  one,  within  your  knowledge,  who  is  culpable,  and  deserves  pun- 
ishment, and  you  will  I'uiuish  charges  against  him,  they  shall  be  examined  and  investigated,  with  the 
same  regard  for  truth  ami  thi'  i>ublic  interests  which  has  influenced  the  government  in  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  toward  yciuiself. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Charles  Stew.\rt,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  Wcifihingfon. 


[Translation.] 

Decree  of  San  Martin. 


To  obviate  all  difiiculties  tliat  might  arise  in  future  between  the  commanders  of  vessels-of-war 
belonging  to  neutral  nations,  and  the  government  of  the  country,  in  regard  to  the  rights  that  foreigners 
residing  therein  enjoy,  and  the  obligations  which  they  contract  during  their  residence,  1  have  decreed  as 
follows: 

First.  Foreigners  resident  in  the  country  possess  the  same  rights  as  its  citizens  to  the  protection  of 
the  government  and  the  laws,  in  whose  eye  there  is  no  respect  of  persons. 

Second.  Foreigners,  consequently,  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment, without  the  right  of  demanding  the  interference  of  the  commanders  of  the  vessels-of-war,  or  the 
consuls  of  their  nation;  there  being  but  one  case  in  which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  demand  may  be 
made,  that  is  an  open  violation  of  their  laws. 

Third.  Foreigners,  resident  in  the  country,  are  obliged  to  take  arms  for  maintaining  internal  tran- 
quillity, but  not  for  waging  war  against  the  Spaniards,  while  they  preserve  the  character  of  neutrals. 

Fourth.  Foreigners  are  obliged  to  bear  the  burdens  and  pay  the  contributions  of  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Stati',  proportionably  to  their  possessions,  and  the  advantages  they  derive  from  a  free  exer- 
cise of  their  iirot'cssidii. 

Let  this  lie  piiMislicd  as  a  law,  and  communicated  to  whomsoever  it  may  concern. 

Given  at  the  I'rutectoral  palace  of  Lima,  on  the  I7th  of  October,  1821. 

SAN  MARTIN. 

By  order  of  his  excellency: 

Ber.vardo  Monteagudo. 

It  is  a  copj'. 

(Signed)  •  VALDIVIE. 


Arequipa,  June  3,  1822. 
To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  State.^  naval  forces: 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  communication  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  me,  informing  me  of  your  late 
arrival  on  this  coast,  affords  me  an  occasion  of  offering  you  my  respects,  and  of  intimating  to  you  that 
I  have  transmitted  your  letter  to  his  excellency  the  Viceroy,  whose  reply  I  await.  I  proffer  you  the 
assurances  of  a  sincere  disposition  to  serve  you,  and  I  pray  you  to  believe  that  your  commands  will  be 
executed  with  pleasure,  by 

Your  very  devoted  and  respectful  servant, 

(Signed)  JUAN  RAMIREZ. 


Head-Quarters  at  Arequipa,  June29,  1822. 
To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific: 

I  made  you  my  respects  when  at  Arica,  intending  at  a  future  period  to  communicate  to  you  the  reply 
of  his  excellency  the  Viceroy  to  your  letter,  in  relation  to  a  proposed  arrangement  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
merce, and  the  advantage  of  the  nations  which  we  represent.  This  reply  I  have  not  yet  received,  and  I 
have  been  notified  of  the  arrival,  at  Quilca,  of  the  ship  Franklin,  under  your  command.  As  this  port  is 
contiguous  to  my  head-quarters,  I  venture  to  renew  to  you  my  ((insidrraticm,  the  expression  of  which  I 
have  confided  to  an  officer.  The  opportunity  of  serving  you  pcrsdnally,  tn  the  extent  of  my  power,  would 
afford  me  sincere  pleasure  and  the  highest  honor;  but  I  am  comix'llcd,  botorc  I  can  realize  this  pleasure, 
to  solicit  your  generosity  and  ])n.t(Ttion,  in  favor  of  a  general,  who,  after  having  faithfully  discharged 
his  duties,  and  become  exhaiistid  liy  service,  has  obtained  a  passport  to  return  to  Europe,  desirous  of 
embracing  his  family.  Everything  depends  on  your  determination  to  grant  me  his  protection,  in  so 
proper  an  object,  which  would  by  no  means  compromit  your  neutrality  towards  the  parties  in  America  I 
pray  you,  therefore,  to  grant  it  him,  from  the  dictate  of  your  generosity,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  media- 
tion of  his  friend  Smith,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  interpose  in  his  favor. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  JUAN  RAMIREZ. 
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[Translation.] 

Lima,  Augmt  13,  1822. 
To  the  commanding  office?-  of  the  United  States  sJiiji  FmnlJin: 

The  sccrotary  of  tlie  State  of  Peru,  in  tlic  ikuhc  .i|'  the  Supreme  Director,  hus  the  honor  to  reply  to 
the  note  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  shi]!  I'laiikliji,  of  the  9th  inst.,  in  rehition  to  a  claim  for 
the  brig  Macedonian  and  her  cargo.  I  have  to  observe  that,  by  ihe  2d  article  of  the  protectoral  decree 
of  Peru,  of  the  Hth  of  October,  ult.,  published  in  the  accompanying  gazette,  the  interference  of  com- 
manders of  vessels-of-war,  or  of  consuls,  can  be  admitted  only  in  cases  where  the  laws  of  nations  have 
been  openly  violated;  and  that,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  exercised  when  personal  interests  alone  are  con- 
cerned; which,  in  the  present  case,  have  been  defended  by  the  parties  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  decided 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  countr3^ 

The  sccretui y  (jf  state  would  conceive  that  the  mite  i>f  the  commodore  has  now  been  answered,  but 
that  the  hi,i;Ii  (■(Hisidciiition  due  from  the  govcrnniciif  of  I'cru  to  that  of  the  United  States,  from  a  simi- 
larity of  |uiiici|ilcs  ill  their  glorious  revolutions,  ami  tin,'  sincere  desire  of  preserving  their  respective 
rights,  has  estal'lishrd  lictwccii  them  mutual  relations  of  frankness  and  good  intelligence.  These  con- 
siderations have  (IctciiiiiiiiMl  the  secretary  of  state  to  make  known  to  the  conniiodore,  that  the  brig  Mace- 
donian was  seipiestruted  as  the  property  of  the  fugitive  Spaniard,  Don  Josd  Arismendi,  who  gained  more 
by  this  vessel  and  lier  cargo  tlian  the  whole  amount  of  her  value:  that  the  permissiim  fur  this  hrig  to  sail 
from  Canton  to  the  port  of  Callao  with  her  cargo,  was  obtained  from  the  enenij'  by  this  Arismeudi  and 
Captain  Smith,  in  consideration  of  $100,000,  $25,000  as  a  donation,  and  $75,000  in'advanee  lor  payment 
of  duties,  to  be  applied  to  the  maiiitenann^  of  the  war,  in  open  violation  of  the  neutrality  wliieh  Smith 
should  have  religiously  observeil:  that,  on  the  ai'rival  of  the  vessel  from  the  Puertos  Intermedios,  several 
of  the  crew  were  taken  from  on  lioani,  iiml  detained  to  answer  in  a  judicial  process,  to  the  conduct  and 
termination  of  wliicli  tliev  w<Te  alisohitelv  iieeessarv;  which  act  cannot  l>o  considered  o]i])ressive:  tliat 
the  vessel  having  been  (h\daivd  to  l„d..iig  to  ihe  St;ile  of  I'eni,  liy  the  jud-e  of  r,e,|H,.sl  ni  1  ions,  to  wliom 
the  case  was  referred,  after  the  (h'cision  of  the  liigli  court  of  jiislice,  tlie  lln'g  ,,f  Teni  coidd  properly  liave 
been  hoisted  tliereon,  and  she  employed  in  tlie  service  of  the'State:  that  llie  sentence  pronounced 'by  the 
jud.ge  in  the  usual  form,  is  legal,  and  conformable  to  the  order  observed  in  trials,  and  is  not  an  arbitrary 
act,  or  secret  and  ini(iuitous  means  of  deciding  the  fortunes  of  an  individual;  and  finally,  that  the  parties 
interested,  having  made  their  protests,  have  the  power  of  appealing  to  the  proper  judicial  tribunals, 
which  alone  are  competent  to  pronounce  a  decision  on  the  present  case. 

The  secretary  of  state,  with  the  present  occasion,  proffers  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Franklin  the  sentiments  of  his  esteem  and  consideration,  subscribing  himself. 
His  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  FRANCISCO  VALDIVIE. 


[Translation.] 

LnrA,  Septemher  10,  1822. 
To  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  United  States  ship  Franklin: 

The  secretary  of  state  of  Peru  has  delayed  a  reply  to  Commodore  Stewart's  note  of  the  20th  of 
August  last,  ill  relation  to  the  brig  Macedonia,  in  consequence  of  having  received  at  a  late  period  the 
proceediie^s  in  tlie  ciise  liefore  the  court  to  which  it  was  brought,  and  because  of  his  wish  to  communi- 
cate some  liicis  ihat  might  prove  to  Commodo)-e  Stewart  how  little  merit  this  ease  possesses,  which  he 
seems  dis]iosed  to  aih-ocate. 

The  subject  is  one  in  no  wise  national.  It  concerns,  exclusively,  personal  and  private  interests, 
commcifcial  matters  and  agreements  between  E.  Smith,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  tiie  fugitive 
Spaniard,  D.  Jose  Arismendi,  whose  property  now  belongs  to  the  State  of  Peru.  This  matter,  tlierefore, 
cannot  be  subject  of  official  correspondence  between  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Peru;  its 
cognizance  belongs  to  the  jiidiciul  power,  those  interested  being  the  only  legitimate  parties  for  prose- 
cuting or  opposing  their  claims  liefor<>  tiie  proper  tribunals. 

This  opinion  is  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations,  and  with  the  protectoral  decree  of  the  ITth  of 
September  ult.,  a  certified  copy  ot  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  Its  provisions  e.xtend  not  only  to  foreigners 
settled  in  the  State,  but  also  to  transient  traders  in  the  country,  which  require  that  every  fore'lgner 
speculating  or  importing  goods  shall  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  State  that  .uovcni  in  commercial  transac- 
tions. The  private  interests  of  transient  foreigners  would  otiieiwise  ilesiroy  the  system  and  order  of 
commerce  established  in  the  State,  and  public  right  would  be  deliaudi/d  by  indi\  idual  |>roperty.  By  the 
above  protectoral  decree  this  property  cannot  be  claimed  by  the  commanders  of  the  vessels-of-war  of 
neutral  nations;  but  the  parties  interested,  if  they  conceive  themselves  aggrieved,  may,  as  before  said, 
have  recourse  in  suit  before  the  proper  tribunals. 

What  Mr.  Smith  pleads,  under  pretext  of  a  hearing  having  been  denied  him,  is  without  foundation; 
fur  inasnuich  as  this  was  fully  granted  to  llorre,  tlie  supercargo  ,>l'  tlie  Macedonian,  who  was  the  legal 
representative  of  the  concern,  and  who  a}ipeared  by  attorney  in  llie  cause,  having  ln.eii  regularly  informed 
of  the  proceedings,  the  judgment  pronounced  is  le.gal,  and  tlie  time  specitied  by  law  havuig  expired,  the 
judgment  from  his  default  was  regularly  confirmed  and  executed. 

The  brig  Macedonian  and  that  part  of  her  cargo  which  was  brought  to  Callao  was  justly  seized  and 
sequestered  as  the  proiierty  of  the  Spaniard  Arismendi.  romniodore  Stewart  will  perceive  by  documents 
numbers  11  and  12,  herewith  transmitted  to  him  by  the  s.'cretaiy  of  state,  that  one-half  of  the  hull  of  tiie 
brig  was  purchased  of  D,  Feli|ie  ib'rcicrby  Arismemli,  for  ,-;l."i.(i(Hi;  ibat  lie  moreover  gave  to  the  Spanish 
government  in  Peru,  $100,000  for  peniiissii'iii  to  bring  his  go,,ds  Iroui  Canton  to  the  port  of  Callao;  and 
that  he  gave  $25,000  as  a  donation,  and  $75,000  in  payment  of  duties  accruing  upon  the  cargo  of  the 
Macedonian.     These  facts  will  also  appear  from  the  iiaper  coniuMic  d  with  docxunent  No.  13. 

Altlinugh  Arismendi,  in  the  second  part  of  his  instructions  to  his  agents  at  x\requipa,  No.  12,  notified 
tliem  (doubtless  to  avoid  consequences)  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  fulfill  the  contract.  No.  14,  of  depo- 
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siting  $50,000  on  board  the  brig  Macedonian,  at  San  Bias,  it  nevertbeless  appears  from  the  depositions 
of  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the  vessel,  copies  of  which  are  found  with  Kos.  15  and  16,  that  money  and 
silver  bullion  was  taken  from  the  vessel  at  Canton.  Until  Smith  shall  have  proved  a  different  owniTship 
of  this  money  and  silver,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  Arismendi  performed  his  contract,  being  indebted, 
according  to  his  instructions,  in  the  sum  of  $100,000,  and  also  of  $25,000  as  owner  of  one-half  of  the  brig, 
and  of  $3,500  due  to  Smith  for  the  expenses  of  the  expedition. 

That  the  interest  of  Arismendi  in  the  brig  Macedonian  and  her  cargo  was  great,  is  evident.  The 
most  valuable  and  largest  part  of  her  cargo  having  been  sold  in  the  Intermedios,  and  the  claims  of  Juan 
S.  Ellory  for  the  half  of  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  adventures  and  profits  of  the  interested  parties  being 
satisfied,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  sequestration  of  the  brig  and  part  of  her  cargo  did  not  cover  the 
interest  of  Arismendi  and  the  other  parties  concerned. 

To  this  simple  exposition  of  facts,  Smith  can  have  nothing  to  oppose;  and  in  this  affair  he  is  more- 
over chargeable  with  a  want  of  due  observance  of  neutrality.  In  contracting  with  Arismendi  he  was 
informed  of  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  to  pidciuc  lii-ciise,  and  he  entered  into  a  negotiation  which 
could  not  be  executed  without  an  obligation  to  Inniish  the  Spaniards  with  several  thousands  of  dollars, 
destined  to  support  the  .war.  This  is  certainly  at  vaiiance  with  a  punctilious  observance  of  strict 
neutrality. 

The  detention  of  a  small  part  of  the  crew  has  been  magnified  into  oppression.  This  is  far  from  being 
true,  and  the  detention  was  only  intended  for  the  procurement  of  the  truth,  which  cannot  always  be 
elicited  when  witnesses  are  at  liberty  to  make  depositions.  The  crew  of  the  Macedonia  that  was  detained 
suffered  no  violence,  and  were  liberated  as  soon  as  the  truth  was  discovered. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  case,  it  appears  that  the  brig  Macedonia  was  legally  sequestrated  as  the 
property  of  the  Spaniard,  Arismendi,  whose  interest  in  the  enterprise  was  not  destroyed  by  the  confiscation 
of  the  vessel,  having  satisfied  with  profit  the  parties  concerned  by  sales  at  Arica  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  part  of  the  cargo;  that  Smith  was  privy  to  the  contract  of  Arismendi  with  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, then  at  Lima,  to  furnish  a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  entered 
into  a  negotiation  which  could  not  have  permitted  an  observance  of  strict  neutrality;  that  Arismendi 
owned  one-half  of  the  vessel,  and  should  have  received  advantages  proportioned  to  the  $50,00  ',  which  on 
the  testimony  of  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the  Macedonia,  he  ordered  to  be  landed  at  San  Bias,  from 
which  port  the  brig  transported  to  Canton  a  considerable  sum  of  money  and  bullion;  that  the  crew  have 
suffered  no  great  inconvenience,  nor  any  evil  separate  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the 
sequestration;  that  the  trial  was  conducted  and  concluded  with  the  attendance  and  defence  of  those  who 
represented  the  rightful  parties;  and  that  finally,  if  these  parties  have  any  remonstrance  to  make  against 
it,  they  .should  prefer  it  before  the  proper  tribunals,  where  their  legal  demands  will  be  admitted,  as  this 
subject  does  not  belong  to  the  governments  of  the  tfnited  States  and  Peru,  nor  is  it  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  commander  of  the  ship  Franklin. 

The  secretary  of  state  on  this  occasion  renews  to  Commodore  Stewart  the  high  considerations  of  thQ 
esteem  with  which  he  subscribes  himself 
His  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  FRANCISCO  VALDIVIE. 


[Translation.] 

Head-Quakters  at  Cau.ao,  June  29,  1823. 
To  Commodore  Stewart,  of  the  United  States  ship  Franklin: 

In  the  exercise  of  the  full  powers  conferred  on  me  by  the  sovereign  congress  of  Peru,  and  finding 
the  ports  from  Pisco  to  Chancay,  inclusive,  occupied  by  Spanish  forces,  I  have  issued  orders  that  they  be 
considered  in  a  state  of  blockade,  under  the  same  principles  and  conditions  prescribed  in  the  supreme 
decrees  of  the  President  of  this  republic,  declaring  the  ports  between  Pisco  and  Iquique  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  this  harbor  will  be  pleased  to  notify  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  within  his  authority,  of  this  order;  and  it  is  believed,  that  the  application 
of  the  common  law  of  nations  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  that  have  induced  the  present  decree,  will  be 
regarded  and  rigidly  observed. 

I  pray  the  commanding  ofScer  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  to  accept  expressions  of  my  high 
esteem. 

By  order  of  his  excellency  the  gcneral-in-chief. 

(Signed)  R.  ALVAKADO. 


[Translation.] 

IlEAD-QrARTERS  AT  Callao,  Jidij  8,  1823. 
To  Commodore  Stewart,  of  the  United  States  ship  Franklin: 

The  government  of  Peru  having  declared  the  western  coast  of  the  Pacific  in  a  state  of  blockade,  being 
occupied  by  a  Spanish  force,  upon  the  same  principles  that  make  similar  declarations  by  the  most 
civilized  nations  against  their  enemies  legal,  I  should  cuii.siilcr  it  suiicrfliuiiis  to  add  uliscrvations  in  reply 
to  your  note  of  the  80th  June,  for  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  ii]ioii  a  I'l.iscr  cxaniiiiatinu  uf  the  subject 
you  will  fail  to  perceive  the  legality  of  the  above  blockade,  which  Sir  Tiidinas  Hardy,  the  commander  of 
tlie  British  furces,  nx^ognized  when  ho  visited,  these  ports.  It  may  also  be  expected  of  you  to  acquiesce 
in  tlie  blockade  of  the  [lorts  compreliended  between  Pisco  and  Chancay,  as  did  Captain  Prescot  of  _H.  B. 
M.  frigate  Aurora,  wlien  notified  of  it,  the  principles  of  which  you  have  been  }ileased  peremptorily  to 
pronounce  new. 

Without  attempting  then  to  discuss  the  question  of  right  to  blockade  the  coasts  in  possession  of  the 
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enemies  of  the  rcimblic,  I  Avill  !)o  pormiltorl  to  roiiiiiid  ymi,  that  as  a  marine  f(,)rro  sufficient  to  enforce 
the  blockade  of  these  c.iasts  can  \>r  ciiiiiloyiMl,  and  as  the  S|iai!iai(|s  have  ijniic  to  hicak  it,  it  is  not  with 
neutrals  to  deterniini'  whctli.T  nv  not  Ihc  Imv  l.c  i-nni/irlni/  to  ,miis,.  the  lihirkadc  to  lie  respected.  It  is 
well  known  tiiut,  liy  the   coiuiiiuii   law   ol'  nations,  thr   nolilication   of  a    lihukaih'   liy  a   sehooner,  legally 

A  .sullii'ieiil  naval  force  havinj:;'  been  (h'stincd  to  cnfori-c  the  blockadi',  and  as  the  Spaniards  have  not 
even  a  barge  at  command,  in  all  lh<'  I'acilir,  1  llutlcr  inysoif  tlnit  yon  and  cvt-ry  ..Ihcr  commander  of 
United  States  vessels,  as  also  those  of  liis  ISiifaniiic  -Majesty,  will  ol.scrw  llicsc  pnn(i|,lcs,  in  preserving 
a  rigorous  neutrality.  We  shall  tiien  have  the  ploasuic  ol'  sccin-  tlio  good  inl.-lligonrc  that  subsists 
between  the  republic  of  the  north  and  those  of  the  south,  contirmed  by  its  ufticers,  in  u  similarity  of  prin- 
ciples adopted  in  relation  to  this  important  matter. 

If,  howexcr,  we  shonld  unhaiipily  witness  conduct  of  yours  opposed  to  the  blockade  that  has  been 
laid,  and  completely  enfoi-ced,  by  the  government  of  Peru,  wo  shall  be  obliged  to  claim  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  for  acts,  in  violation  of  strict  neutrality,  of  the  just  rights  of  the  nation,  and  in  pre- 
judice of  its  independence. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  respects. 

(Signed)  A.  DE  SUCRE. 


[Translation.] 

To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific: 

The  military  commandant  at  t^uilca  informs  nie  that  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  United  States  ship 
Franklin  came  to  anchor,  and  her  commander  went  on  shore  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  geTieral-in-chief, 
through  him,  which  was  done  with  great  politeness.  The  commandant  says  he  returned  these  eivilities 
in  my  name,  to  the  corninodoi-e,  who  said  he  would  sail  the  same  day,  but  would  return  within  eight  days. 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  same  place  and  person:  "The  eommander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Franklin,  on  his  return  to  the  ship  from  this  port,  took  in  tow  the  launch  of  the  schooner  Quintanilla, 
anchored  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore,  without  having  condescended  to  advise  me  of  his  resolution, 
who  am  the  ijublic  commander  of  this  port." 

From  Alolliendo,  under  date  of  the  4th,  the  military  commandant  writes  to  me  as  follows:  "At  9  o'clock 
this  morning,  six  barges,  equipped  and  armed  witli  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  from  the  United  States 
ship  Franklin,  came  into  this  port  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  and  capturing  the  privateer  belonging  to 
ChUoe.  Tiie  ship  and  a  schooner  were  yesterday  discovered  at  a  distance  in  chase  of  this  privateer,  but 
she,  by  fast  sailing,  easily  escaped  from  them.  The  commanding  officer,  who  has  come  on  shore,  assures 
me  that  the  ship  wUl  anchor  here  to-day." 

From  the  same  place,  and  under  the  same  date,  a  letter  reads  as  follows: 

"6  o'clock,  P.  M. — The  ship  Franklin  has  set  her  sails,  and  taken  on  board  the  six  barges  which  I 
reported  to  you,  in  an  official  communication,  as  having  anchored  in  this  harbor  this  morning.  The 
Franklin  has  directed  her  course  towards  Quilca.  The  Spanish  privateer  escaped  from  her,  and  sailed  in 
the  direction  of  Arica.  A  brig  and  schooner,  armed  and  equipped  by  the  commodore,  have  gone  in  chase, 
with  orders  to  pursue  and  capture  her." 

These  evident  facts,  commodore,  occasion  me  great  perplexity.  On  the  one  hand,  the  United  States 
ship  Franklin  is  seen,  commanded  by  an  officer  who  has  sustained  the  most  exalted  character  for  pru- 
dence, circumspection,  and  other  commendable  qualities,  and  the  government  of  that  nation,  which  I 
have  always  considered  as  possessing  good  faith  like  an  inherent  virtue,  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
government  of  Spain;  and  on  the  other  hand  are  exhibited  the  foregoing  facts,  wholly  inconsistent. 

I  am  persuaded  that  some  strong  motive  of  which  1  am  ignorant,  or  which  I  do  not  comprehend, 
induced  you  to  act  as  you  have.  But  whatever  it  may  have  been,  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  just  reason 
but  a  -state  of  war  between  your  government  and  mine,  of  which,  if  it  do  exist,  I  have  not  been 
apprised.  If  it  do  not  exist,  what  reason  can  you  propose  sufficient  tn  justify  j'our  conduct  towards 
the  schooner  Quintanilla,  which,  of  itself,  might' ilistnrb  the  good  intelligence  subsisting  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain?  But  suppose  that  the  captain  of  this  schooner  may  have  connnitted  acts  of 
violence  upon  the  vessels  or  commerce  of  the  United  Slates;  has  there  been  to  this  moment  any  claim 
presented  by  a  citizen  of  those  States,  or  by  yourself?  If  justice  and  good  faith  are  to  be  observed, 
should  not  a  demand  have  been  made  before  you  assumed  the  infliction  of  vengeance?  This  should  have 
been  done,  for  a  greater  reason,  because  you  could  not  have  doubted,  without  injustice  to  the  Spanish 
government  in  Peru,  that  your  just  complaints  would  be  heard.  But  you  preferred  to  use  the  law  of 
force,  opposed  to  all  the  principles  of  society  and  of  nations,  thereby  doing  great  injury  to  Spain. 

If  your  conduct  towards  the  Quintanilla  was  not  induced,  as  has  been  suggested,  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  that  it  arose  from  the  supposition  of  her  being  a  pirate,  and  not  furnished  with  a  commission. 
The  captain  of  the  schooner  has  a  commission  from  the  Governor  of  Cliiloe,  which  can  be  shown;  this,  I 
trust,  you  will  not  consider  insufficient,  nor  will  I  do  you  the  injustice  to  believe  that  you  will  excuse,  by 
this  frivolous  apology,  a  proceeding  of  important  consequences,  and  which  may  interrupt  the  harmony 
and  peace  subsisting  between  friendly  nations. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  your  motives  for  pursuing,  capturing  or  sinking  the  schooner  Quinta- 
nilla, what  reason  can  you  assign  for  having  taken  a  barge  out  of  a  port  subject  to  Spanish  arms,  without 
giving  information  of  it  to  the  military  commandant,  with  whom  you  had,  but  a  moment  previously,  been 
conversing,  havin.g  gone  on  shore  under  the  iionorable  pretext  of  paying  your  respects  to  the  government? 
What  right  had  you  for  considering  the  barge  as  belonging  to  the  Quintanilla.  or  any  other  vessel,  whilst 
under  the  protect'ion  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  had  failed  in  no  duty  to  the  Spanish  nation,  nor  offended 
against  it?  This  act,  commodore, "l  cannot  but  regard  as  a  violation"  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  affair 
demands  to  be  fully  explained,  and  satisfaction  to  be  made  that  shall  remove  unfavorable  opinions  that 
may  have  been  formed.  I  hope,  at  the  same  time,  that  you  will  direct  the  barge  to  be  returned  to  the 
place  whence  it  was  taken;  and  I  may   venture  to  assure  you,    in  the  name   of  his  excellency,   the 
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Viceroy,  that  whatever  complaints  you  may  have  against  the  schooner  Quintanilla  shall  be  heard  and 
satisfied.  The  foregoing-  I  shall  submit  to  his  excellency,  the  Viceroy,  that,  with  his  approbation,  that 
course  may  be  pursued  which  justice  may  dictate  in  so  delicate  an  affair. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  "  GEKOXIiMO  VALDES. 

YuRA,  January  1,  1824. 


[Translation.] 

To  Commodore  Stewart,  of  the  United  States  ahiiJ  Franklin: 

With  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo  I  received  the  copy  you  were  pleased  to  enclose,  of  the  treaties 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1195,  and  your  reply  to  Don 
Geronimo  Valdes,  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  south,  who  addressed  you  a  letter  in  relation  to  the 
motives  that  had  induced  you  to  pursue  the  Spanish  privateer,  Quintanilla,  armed  at  Chiloe. 

Informed  of  everything  connected  with  the  subject,  I  must  say  to  you  that  there  appears  to  have 
existed  no  reason  why  this  privateer  should  have  been  considered  as  a  pirate.  By  the  royal  order  of 
February  8,  1816,  a  copy  of  which,  certified  by  my  secretary,  I  enclose  to  you,  it  will  be  seen  that  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  these  countries,  grants  to  his  subjects  of  Spain  and 
America  the  power  of  arming  their  vessels  at  pleasure.  The  Quintanilla,  therefore,  or  any  vessel  sailing 
in  these  seas  as  a  privateer  ag-ainst  the  rebels  or  dissidents,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  pirate,  having 
been  commissioned  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  Spain.  This  is  required  by  the  war  waged  by  the 
dissidents  and  the  peculiar  situation  of  these  ultra-marine  possessions. 

I  have  before  me  the  privateering  ordinance  of  the  year  1801,  with  which  that  of  1805,  referred  to 
in  the  above  royal  order,  agrees;  and  as  this  ordinance  of  1801  prescribes  the  regulations  to  be  observed 
by  privateers,  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Governor  of  Chiloe,  that  it  may  be  minutely  enforced, 
and  diflSculties  prevented.  I  would  remark  to  you,  that  as  the  nineteenth  article  of  this  privateering 
ordinance  authorizes  privateers  to  visit  merchant  vessels  of  every  nation,  and  to  compel  them  to  exhibit 
their  commissions,  passports,  documents  of  ownership  and  bills  of  lading,  &c.,  and  if  resistance  should 
be  made  to  this  regular  examination,  to  execute  it  by  force,  what  you  cite  cannot  be  valid,  nor  can 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  October  27,  1795,  between  the  tjnited  States  and  Spain;  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  it  was  ratified  in  all  its  parts  by  his  Catholic  Majosty  in  1821.  It  follows,  of  consequence, 
therefore,  that  the  privateering  ordinance  of  1801,  being  posterior  to  the  treaty  of  1795,  to  which  you 
refer,  must  be  in  force. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  Chiloean  privateer,  the  Quintanilla,  it 
was  not  sufficient  reason  that  you  should  have  pursued  her  as  an  enemy.  The  criminal  conduct  of  an 
individual,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  not  legally  proved,  gives  no  other  action  than  a  demand  for 
reparation  of  offences  committed  against  the  citizens  of  his  nation;  or  rather  a  demand  against  the 
authorities  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  who  would  immediately  have  ordered  the  necessary  measures  to  be 
taken  for  the  punishment  of  the  offender,  and  the  just  satisfaction  of  their  claims  to  the  complainants. 

The  case  of  the  ship  Arab,  which  you  have  mentioned  to  me,  I  believe  has  been  settled,  as  appears 
from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Chiloe  to  his  excellency,  the  general-in-chief  of 
the  army  of  the  north,  I)on  Jose  Canterac.  But  if  Williams,  the  interested  party,  have  any  further  claim, 
let  him  make  it  in  proper  form,  that  justice  may  be  rendered. 

The  notoriety  of  certain  acts  justifies  me  in  suggesting  to  you  that  the  dissidents  of  these  countries 
have  been  treated  with  a  consideration,  both  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  and  by 
those  of  other  nations,  neutral  towards  Spain,  which  is  not  consistent  with  strict  neutrality.  It  is  well 
known  that  American,  English  and  other  merchant  vessels  are  detained  by  armed  vessels  of  the  dissidents, 
who  will  not  suffer  them  to  unload  at  any  port  but  at  the  one  they  may  direct;  thai  these  vessels  convey 
to  the  rebels  munitions,  arms,  clothing  for  troops,  and  other  articles  of  war;  and  that  they,  afford 
transports  to  the  expeditions  against  those  who  are  here  defending  the  rights  of  the  nation  and  of  the 
King.  Aware  of  these  facts,  it  is  expected  that  you,  who  are  so  solicitous  for  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  of  nations  and  of  neutrality,  will  use  measures  to  secure  your  fellow  citizens  from  the  attendant 
consequences;  for  you  know,  that  it  is  not  within  my  power  or  my  duty  to  restore  any  vessel  that  shall 
be  taken  by  a  Spanish  privateer,  under  commission  from  a  legitimate  authority,  while  transporting  the 
rebel  troops,  or  convej'ing  to  them  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  As  the  Viceroy  and  Captain  General  of 
Peru  for  his  Catholic  Majesty,  I  am  authorized  by  the  laws  and  various  royal  orders  to  use  whatever 
means  I  may  judge  to  be  proper,  for  preserving  these  countries  an  integral  part  of  the  monarchy. 

The  character  for  virtues  which  you  sustain  induces  the  hope  that  the  facts  and  reasons  advanced 
will  cause  every  difficulty  to  be  removed,  that  might  affect  the  consideration  due  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  disturb  the  relations  that  subsist  between  the  two  nations. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  JOSE  DE  LA  SERNA. 

Cuzco,  February  4,  1824. 


[Translation.] 

To  Comniodore  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific- 
Don  Geronimo  Valdes,  general-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  south,  Marechal  de  Camp,  has  done  me 
the  honor  to  appoint  and  empower  me,  in  due  form,  to  receive  from  you  an  exposition  of  tlie  motives  that 
induced  you  to  pursue  the  Spanish  privateer.  General  Quintanilla,  of  Chiloe,  as  an  enemy's  vessel,  and 
to  demand  of  you  reparation  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  this  privateer,  and  of  the  insult  offered  the  nation, 
in  the  person  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Juan  Diaz  del  Rivero,  military  commandant  of  tiiis  port,  whom 
you  obliged  to  return,  when,  on  the  29th,  he  was  proceeding,  in  a  boat,  to  give  instructions  to  the  captain 
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of  this  privateer,  which  was  then  in  sight.  This  last  act  was,  of  itself,  a  tacit  declaration  of  blockade; 
and  your  public  and  well  known  pursuit  of  the  Spanish  privateer  Quintanilla;  your  perseverance  in  dis- 
patching and  placing  at  various  points,  and  repeatedly,  your  armed  barges;  the  capture  of  seven  men  of 
the  crew  of  this  privateer,  whom  you  retained  in  confinement  on  board  your  ship,  and  the  bold  and 
daring  act  of  taking  her  boat  from  this  harbor,  are  evident  acts  of  hostility,  by  an  enemy  of  the  Spanish 
nation.  It  is  the  object  of  my  commission,  therefore,  and  the  desire  and  instruction  of  tiie  general,  that 
these  unpleasant  and  unexpected  occurrences  should  be  explained  and  adjusted,  in  a  friendly  manner,  so 
as  not  to  disturb  or  weaken  the  harmony  that  has  happily  prevailed  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

I  tiiouglit  it  proper  to  defer  any  official  demands,  and  with  this  view,  I  yesterday  repaired  on  board 
your  ship,  conceiving  that  a  verbal  conference  would  tend  to  settle  these  affairs  speedily,  and  in  a  friendly 
manner.  But,  unfortunately,  and  much  against  my  hopes  and  wishes,  I  perceived,  with  regret,  that  my 
reasons  and  arguments,  used  to  convince  you  of  the  injustice  of  your  conduct,  were  ineffectual.  Being 
compelled  to  abandon  the  measures  of  respect  and  deference  heretofore  observed  towards  you  by  the 
governmeut  of  Peru,  I  demand  of  you,  definitively,  an  explanation  of  your  conduct  in  the  acts  before 
mentioned,  and  reparation  for  the  insult  thereby  otiered  to  the  Spanish  nation,  and  more  immediately  to 
the  government  here  representing  it.  Its  chief  authority,  though  characterized  for  moderation  and  good- 
ness, cannot  be  indifferent  to  acts  which  wound  too  deeply  the  honor,  respect,  and  just  pride  of  Spaniards, 
whom  you  evidently  wish  to  insult,  by  denying  to  them  the  consideration  paid  by  you  to  the  gangs  of 
the  dissidents,  and  by  respecting  their  illegal  and  unrecognized  flags,  and  declining  to  prosecute  with 
becoming  earnestness  and  integrity  the  claims  of  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have 
suffered  injuries  from  them. 

The  just  and  regular  conduct  of  the  superior  government  of  Peru  are  well  known.  This,  and  its 
dependence  on  a  nation  which  has  always  furnished  proof  of  its  disposition  to  satisfy  complaints,  and 
repair  injuries,  should  have  dissuaded  you  from  assuming  to  yourself  the  execution  of  justice,  against 
the  captain  of  the  Quintanilla,  for  any  infractions  of  treaties  or  conventions  exiLiting  between  the  two 
nations.  The  consequence  of  your  caprice  and  perseverance,  in  the  pursuit  of  this  vessel,  has  been,  to 
drive  her  from  the  harbors  and  ports  of  this  coast;  the  superior  government  of  Peru  has,  therefore,  been 
unable  to  give  orders  and  instructions  for  her  movements,  and  to  observe  her  conduct.  I  shall  hold  you 
responsible,  in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  government,  which  I  represent,  as  is  shown  by  a  copy  of  my 
commission,  which  I  yesterday  submitted  to  you,  for  all  the  injuries  that  have  been  or  may  be  done  to 
this  privateer,  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  also  for  those  arising  from  measures  of  retaliation 
pursued  by  other  citizens  of  those  states,  and  in  relation  to  which  you  have,  arbitrarily'  and  unjustly, 
erected  yourself  into  a  judge,  where  you  are  not  competent,  and  by  your  illegal  proceedings  have  pre- 
vented the  legitimate  Spanish  government  from  acting  in  this  matter,  as  was  proper. 

I  expect  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  reply  to  me,  that  I  may  communicate  to  his  excellency,  the 
Viceroy  of  Peru,  to  whom  I  have  transmitted  this  note,  by  General  Valdes. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  RAFAEL  PERO. 

QuiLCA,  February  5,  1824. 


Mi)iutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial,  at  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Tuesday,  November  30,  1824. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  and  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at 
half-past  nine  o'clock,  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  the  principal  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands. 

Wednesday,  December  1,  1824. 

The  general  court-martial,  convened  on  board  the  United  States  ship  the  Washington,  at  the  Navy  yard 
at  Brooklyn,  on  Monday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  by 
virtue  of  the  precept  of  the  honorable  the  Sc.  ictary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  of  the  26th  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-r.nu-,  the  original  of  which  is  annexed  to  the  record  in  the  case 
of  Lieutenant  William  A. Weaver,  and  a  copy  thereof  hereunto  annnexed  and  marked  A,  and  adjourned 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the  honorable"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of 
November,  1824,  the  original  of  which  is  also  annexed  to  the  record  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  William  A.  Weaver, 
and  a  copy  thereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,  and  now  in  session  at  the  Marine  barracks  at  the 
Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  proceeded  this  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  to  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands,  upon  certain 
charges  and  specifications  exhibited  against  him. 

Present:  Captain  William  Bainbridge,  president;  Captains  Jacob  Jones,  John  D.  Henley,  Jesse  D. 
Elliott,  Master  Commandant  George  C.  Read,  members;  Masters  Commandant  Wolcott  Chauncey, 
William  B.  Finch,  supernumeraries. 

Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands  appeared  in  court  to  answer  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  The 
question  was  then  proposed  by  the  judge  advocate  to  the  accused,  whether  he  had  any  objections  to  the 
members  of  the  court,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  had  none. 

The  charges  and  specifications  were  then  read  to  the  accused  by  the  judge  advocate,  annexed  to  the 
record,  and  marked  C. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  no  witness  appeared  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  arrest  stated  in  the 
specifications,  whereupon  the  accused  produced  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  John  Harris,  of  the  marine 
corps,  by  whom  he  had  been  arrested,  stating  the  particulars  thereof,  which,  by  consent,  was  read  in 
evidence,  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  No  1. 

Lieutenant  Sands  then  read  to  the  court  the  annexed  paper,  marked  No.  2. 

Robert  W.  Jones,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness  produced,  sworn  and- 
examined  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  testified  as  follows: 

QiieMion.   Were  you  a  midshipman  attached  to  the  Franklin  in  January,  1824? 

Answer.  I  was. 


604  NAVAL   AFFAIRS.  [No. 


Ques.  Do  you  recollect  the  expedition  sent  from  the  Franklin  on  the  4th  of  January  last,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenants  Ridgeway  and  Ogden? 

Ans.  I  do;  the  object  was  to  intercept  an  armed  vessel,  supposed  to  be  a  pirate,  which  had  boarded 
;ral  American  vesels  in  the  neighborhood  of  Molliendo. 

Ques.  Do  you  recollect  Mr.  Sands  being  on  board  one  of  the  boats? 

Atis    I  did  not  see  him. 

Cross-examined  by  the  accused: 

Ques.  Have  you  understood,  and  do  you  believe  Mr.  Sands  was  in  that  expedition? 

Ans.  I  was  told  he  was  in  the  boat. 

Ques.  When  the  boats  landed,  did  Mr.  Sands  land  and  participate  in  the  pleasures  of  the  other 
officers  on  shore? 

Ans.  I  did  not  see  him  during  the  whole  expedition.  The  officers  did  land  and  amuse  themselves  on 
shore;  I  was  in  company  with  them,  but  did  not  see  Mr.  Sands. 

Lieutenant  William  M.  Hunter,  a  witness  produced,  sworn  and  examined,  testified  as  follows: 

Question.  Were  you  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Franklin,  during  her  late  cruise  to  the  Pacific? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Ques.  What  was  the  7th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  that  vessel? 

Ans.  No  person  is  to  be  confined  or  arrested  but  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  What  was  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Sands  as  an  officer;  was  his  conduct 
of  so  refractory  a  kind  as  to  require  uncommon  rigor? 

Ans.  Not  while  I  was  on  board.  I  had  been  on  board  with  him  during  the  whole  cruise  up  to  within 
two  or  three  days  before  his  arrest,  in  October,  1823. 

The  evidence  being  closed,  the  court  adjourned  till  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  receive  the  defence  of  the 
accused. 

The  court  opened  pursuant  to  the  adjournment.  The  accused  appeared,  and  read  his  defence,  which 
is  annexed,  and  marked  D. 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  the  proceedings  being  read  over  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  the  court 
proceeded  maturely  to  deliberate  upon  the  charges,  specificatitms,  evidence,  and  defence,  and  having 
considered  the  same,  is  of  opinion  that  the  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  not  proved,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  of  opinion  that  the  said  Joshua  R.  Sands  was  not  under  a  legal  arrest  at  the  time  of  his  absenting 
himself  from  the  Franklin,  on  the  fourth  of  January,  1824,  and  therefore  that  the  accused  is  not  guilty  of 
the  first  charge. 

In  regard  to  the  specification  of  the  second  charge,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  facts  being 
admitted  by  the  accused,  the  specification  is  proved.  But  it  is  also  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Sands  has 
already  been  punished  by  a  most  rigorous  confinement  beyond  the  degree  of  his  offence.  The  court 
cannot,  therefore,  adjudge  any  punishment,  and  does  acquit  the  accused  of  the  second  charge. 

WM.  BAINBKIDGE. 
J.  JONES. 
J.  D.  HENLEY. 
J.  D.  ELLIOT. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate.  GEO.  C.  READ. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  half-past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


I 


To  William  Bainhridge,  Esq.,  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States: 

Certain  charges  of  misconduct  having  been  alleged  against  William  A.  Weaver,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  others,  a  general  court-martial,  to  consist  of  Captain  William  Bainbridge, 
president,  Captains  Jacob  Jones,  Lewis  Warrington,  William  M.  Crane,  John  D.  Henley,  Jesse  D.  Elliot, 
and  Master  Commandant  George  C.  Read,  members,  and  IMastcrs  Commandant  Wolcott,  Chauncey,  and 
William  B.  Finch,  supernumeraries,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  is  hereby  authorized  and  ordered  to 
assemble  oh  board  the  United  States  ship  Washington  14,  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  Monday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  for  the  trial  of  the  said  persons  for  the 
offences  of  which  they  do  severally  stand  charged,  which  charges,  together  with  the  testimony  in  support 
of  them,  will  be  laid  before  the  court  by  the  judge  advocate. 

And  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  is  hereby  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the  court  hereby  ordered  to  assem- 
ble; and  if  he  should  decline  acting,  the  said  court  will  appoint  such  other  suitable  gentleman,  learned  in 
the  law,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  judge  advocate  to  the  said  court,  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may, 
in  their  wisdom,  deem  fit  and  proper. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department 

[seal.]  of  the  United  States,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

eiglit  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-ninth. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


B. 

To  the  court-martial  now  assembled  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Washington  74,  at  Broohlyn,  New  Yorh, 
of  which  William  Bainbridge,  Esq.,  is  president: 

You  are  hereby  authorized   to  adjourn  the  court  to  such   place   as  you   shall   consider  most  proper, 
within  the  limits  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  and  to  hold  your  sessions  upon  such  adjournment. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department,  this  seventeenth  day  of  November, 
[seal.]  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-fonr. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
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Charges  and  specifications  exhibited  against  Joshua  M.  Sands,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
Xjrepared  bij  Captain  Charles  Stewart. 

CHARGE    FIRST DISOBEDIENCE    OF    THE    ORDERS    OF    HIS    COMMANDING    OFFICER. 

Specification.  In  that  the  said  Joshua  R.  Sands  did,  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  January,  1824  (sea 
time),  withdraw  himself  while  under  arrest,  contrary  to  the  30th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  l)etter  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  from  the  limits  assigned  him  by  his  commander, 
which  limits  had  been  notified  to  the  said  Joshua  R.  Sands,  on  the  9th  of  October  and  3d  of  November, 
1823.  through  Lieutenant  John  Harris. 

CHARGE    SECOND ABSENTING     HIMSELF    WITHOUT    LEAVE. 

Specification.  In  that  the  said  Joshua  R.  Sands  did  absent  himself  from  the  United  States  ship 
Franklin,  to  which  vessel  he  was  attached,  while  at  sea,  without  leave  or  permission,  on  or  about  the 
4th  and  5th  days  of  January,  1824. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 


No.  1. 

Franklin  74,  June  8,  1824. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  last  evening:  On  the  8th  of  October,  I  was  ordered  by  Commodore 
Stewart  to  suspend  you,  and  order  you  to  confine  yourself  to  the  limits  of  the  ward  room,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  going  forward  on  the  upper  gun  deck,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  nature's  calls.  On  the  9th  I 
was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Hammersley  to  take  you  to  your  room,  and  on  reporting  it  to  Commodore 
Stewart,  he  approved  of  it,  and  said  you  would  remain  there  until  further  orders,  with  the  privilege  of 
going  forward  on  the  main  deck  as  before,  of  which  I  informed  you  at  the  time.  On  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber I  received  from  Commodore  Stewart  a  copy  of  charges  and  specifications,  accompanied  with  a  written 
order  to  arrest  you,  and  assign  to  you  the  limits  prescribed  on  the  9th  of  October. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JNO.  HARRIS. 

Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  court: 

I  do  not  wish  to  consume  your  time  by  counsel,  nor  will  I  deny  anything  which  I  have  done. 

That  I  did  leave  the  Franklin,  is  true.  To  account  for  this  dereliction  from  the  orders  I  had  received, 
I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  submit  to  the  court  the  following  reasons,  not  with  a  belief  that  I  shall 
escape  all  censure  or  disapprobation,  but  that  the  court  will  take  into  consideration  the  motives  and 
causes  that  could  so  far  influence  me  to  conduct  myself  in  such  way  as  to  bring  myself  before  its  cogniz- 
ance. The  first  circumstance  to  wliich  I  solicit  the  attention  of  the  court  is  my  confinement,  which  was 
imposed  by  an  officer  other  than  the  commanding  officer,  which  order  I  conceived  to  be  a  violation  of  the 
30th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 
The  next  point  to  which  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  court,  is  that  the  long  and  unprecedented  con- 
finement which  I  was  compelled  to  endure,  in  a  small  room  on  board  a  ship,  infected,  a  part  of  the  time 
I  was  thus  confined,  with  the  small  pox,  was  in  defiance  of  the  7th  article  of  internal  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  sliip  to  which  I  was  attached,  which  rules  and  regulations  were,  at  the  time,  and  had  been  from 
the  commencement  of  the  cruise,  hung  up  at  the  cabin  door,  for  the  instruction  and  guidance  of  all  on 
board.  Another  circumstance,  which,  with  deference  to  the  court,  I  submit  to  its  ccmsidcration,  is  that  of  my 
arrest,  which,  as  I  conceived  at  the  time,  took  place  when  confined,  and  not  when,  subsequently,  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  charges  and  specifications.  I  am  not  ignorant  that,  with  respect  to  furnishing  the 
accused  with  a  copy  of  charges  and  specifications,  and  making  a  demand  of  his  side-arms,  without  a 
reference  to  his  former  confinement,  is  according  to  custom.  How  far  such  custom  is  in  conformity  to 
law,  gentlemen,  you  will  decide.  The  foregoing  circumstances  attending  the  horrible  confinement  to 
which  I  was  consigned  by  an  unauthorized  person,  induced  me  to  believe  (in  which  belief  I  was  con- 
firmed by  the  opinions  of  others  whom  I  consulted  on  the  subject)  that  my  confinement  was  an 
illegal  one,  consequently  my  leaving  it  was  no  violation  of  law.  How  far  I  was  right  I  most  respect- 
fully submit  to  this  court  to  say. 

Therefore,  to  the  first  charge  I  plead  not  guilty. 

The  second  charge  I  admit,  and  have  little  more  to  say  than  that  on  the  occasion  I  was  influenced 
by  a  feeling  common  to  us  all — as  common  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  I  hope  it  will  ever  be  inseparable 
from  me. 

I  trust  that  I  may  be  permitt(>d  to  show  to  this  court  that  a  hope  of  achieving  some  act  that  might 
relieve  my  person  from  a  cruel  and  unnecessary  torture,  was  the  sole  cause  of  my  leaving  the  Franklin 
for  a  few  hours.     With  these  remarks  I  am  ready  for  trial. 
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D. 

Mr.  President  and  getillemen  of  the  court: 

After  a  lapse  of  nearly  thirteen  months,  dining  eight  of  which  I  have  been  compelled  to  endure  confinement 
and  .sufferings  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  navy,  I  stand  before  you  to  answer  to  charges  unsup- 
ported by  any  other  testimony  than  such  as  I  myself  have  produced  before  this  court.  Before  entering 
into  an  examination  of  the  evidence,  I  beg  leave  to  enter  into  a  brief  detail  of  circumstances  attending 
my  arrest  and  long  confinement.  When  the  Franklin,  to  which  ship  I  have  been  attached  for  nearly  the 
last  four  years,  was  at  Valparaiso,  in  October,  1823,  a  dispute  occurred  between  Lieutenant  Hamniersley 
(who,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  assumed  the  duties  of  first  lieutenant)  and  myself,  which  led 
to  a  meeting  on  shore,  where,  having  been  for  some  time,  circum.stances  made  it  necessary  to  meet  at  an 
adjourned  time,  during  which  interval  I  received  an  order  to  repair  on  board  by  ship.  The  engagement 
I  was  under  to  remain  where  1  was,  induced  me,  on  the  receipt  of  my  orders,  to  write  a  note  to  my 
commander,  requesting  him  to  put  a  favorable  construction  on  my  conduct  and  non-appearance,  which 
note  was  returned  by  the  officer  who  waited  on  me,  by  the  direct  ons  of  my  commander.  The  time 
appointed  for  the  meeting  between  Lieutenant  Hammersley  and  myself  having  elapsed  without  any  answer 
to  my  note,  or  performance  of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Hammersley,  I  conceived  the 
causes  that  led  to  a  moment's  hesitation  to  compliance  with  the  directions  of  my  commander  to  have 
ceased,  and  I  repaired,  as  ordered,  on  board  my  ship.  When  there,  I  received  orders  to  consider  myself 
suspended,  and  to  confine  myself  to  the  limits  of  the  ward  room,  with  the  privilege  of  going  forward  as 
nature's  calls  made  necessary.  Of  this  I  had  no  right  to  complain,  but  at  the  same  time  I  felt  aggrieved 
when  I  found  myself  alone  subjected  to  a  suspension  from  duty,  while  the  man  who  had  called  me  on 
shore  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  his  aggrieved  honor,  and  who  there  left  me  under  an  express  agreement  to 
meet  him  again  the  ensuing  morning,  (whereby  I  was  drawn  into  a  difficulty  with  my  commander,)  was 
sufiered  to  go  at  large,  which  I  believe  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  1  or  any  of  my  friends  been 
asked  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances. 

On  the  second  day  of  my  suspension  by  the  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Hammersley  came  down 
into  the  limits  to  which  I  had  thus  been  confined.  It  has  appeared  on  a  former  trial  that  Lieutenant 
Hammersley  put  himself  into  the  narrow  path  where  I  was  at  the  time,  and  had  been  some  time  previously 
walking,  and  that  I  could  not,  without  running  over  him,  have  pursued  it.  Gentlemen,  I  will  acknow- 
ledge that  on  a  recollection  who  this  man  was  that  thus  pertinaciously  put  himself  in  my  path,  I  did  so  far 
forget  the  warning  voice  of  prudence  as  to  reproach  him  for  his  ungenerous  conduct,  whereupon  he  took 
on  himself  the  liberty,  without  consulting  his  commanding  officer,  to  order  me  to  my  room,  enforcing  his 
order  by  the  assistance  of  the  officer  of  marines.  Gentlemen,  the  document  from  Lieutenant  Harris,  the 
officer  of  marines,  which  I  have  furnished,  and  which  is  the  only  testimony  for  or  against  me  before  this 
court,  will  show  how  far  what  I  have  now  stated  with  respect  to  the  close  confinement  can  be  substan- 
tiated. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  make  any  unmanly  appeal  to  your  feelings  or  sympathy,  by  painting  to  your 
imaginations  the  horrors  of  a  close  confinement  in  a  ship  unhealthy  from  a  disease  of  a  vile  and  virulent 
nature,  or  the  pangs  of  suspected  virtue,  endured  by  a  belief  that  my  enemies  had  the  will  and  the  power 
to  represent  my  conduct  in  the  most  unfavorable  light,  without  an  opportunity  on  my  part  to  rebut  the 
stories  propagated  to  my  disadvantage.  Confined  thus,  like  a  malefactor,  unheard,  unpit.ed,  such, 
gentlemen,  was  my  case.  Pent  up  in  a  small  state  room,  damp  and  cheerless  in  the  extreme,  denied  the 
privileges  even  of  eating  or  associating,  except  in  my  apartment,  with  nly  brother  officers;  in  such  a 
situation  I  suffered  for  the  space  of  eight  months,  my  health  suffering  so  much  under  these  circumstances 
as  to  induce  a  number  of  my  brother  officers  to  make  an  affecting  representation  of  my  situation  to  my 
commander.  Still  was  the  unrelenting  hand  of  severity  upon  me,  and  so  continued  until  the  surgeon 
made  several  official  reports,  which  finally  procured  me  a  little  alleviation.  Sufierings  like  mine  cannot 
but  excite  the  sympathy  of  every  generous  heart,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
go  far  towards  mitigating  any  punishment  I  may  have  deserved  in  the  first  instance. 

The  motive  that  influenced  me  to  take  the  step  I  did  was  one  which,  I  confess,  led  me  to  hope  would 
never  be  arraigned.  Indeed,  I  had  reason  to  hope  further,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and 
admitting  that  my  confinement  was  a  legal  one,  that  whenever  it  should  have  been  discovered  by  my 
commander  that  I  had  thus  secretly  stolen  away  from  my  hard  confinement  to  give  all  my  feeble  aid  in  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  a  pirate,  the  motive  would  have  been  generously  received  as  an  atonement 
for  the  offence  specified  in  the  second  charge.  I  had  even  the  vanity  to  expect  praise  instead  of  censure. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  to  the  officers  of  the  e.xpedition,  and  corroborated  by  the  evidence,  that  my  object 
was  not  pleasure  or  mere  evasion  of  the  limits  of  my  confinement.  The  expedition  of  boats  was  pre- 
paring; 1  could  hear  from  my  prison  the  different  parties  congratulating  each  other  on  the  prospect  of  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two.  The  night  was  favorable  to  the  complete 
success  of  the  enterprise.  The  pirate  was  said  to  be  in  sight,  and  every  consideration  was  unheeded 
except  that  which  led  me  to  hope  I  might  achieve  something  that  would  draw  on  me  the  praise  of  my 
commander,  or  at  least  gloss  over  the  indiscretion  I  was  about  to  commit.  Gentlemen,  it  was  the  only 
time  I  ever  left  the  limits  assigned  me,  and  I  trust  tliat  this  fact  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  making  up 
your  decision.  It  must  be  conceded  that  the  protection  of  the  same  laws  under  which  I  am  now  arraigned 
for  a  violation  on  my  part,  ought  not  to  be  withheld  when  it  is  proven  that  I  have  been  proceeded  against 
illegally,  not  to  say  with  unnecessary  severity  and  rigor.  The  facts  which  I  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind, 
are,  that  I  was  confined  to  a  close  room  by  a  person  other  than  the  commanding  officer,  on  the  9th  of 
October;  on  the  3d  of  November  I  was  furnished  for  the  first  time  with  a  copy  of  my  charges,  and  it  is 
with  deference  to  the  court  that  I  refer  you  to  the  30th  and  38th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
navy,  and  to  the  1th  article  of  the  internal  rules  and  regulations  of  the  ship  on  board  of  which  I  have 
suffered  so  much.  I  was  unprepared  with  my  defence,  but  I  have  endeavored  in  the  course  of  the  two 
hours  which  the  court  were  kind  enough  to  indulge  me,  to  place  the  motives  of  my  conduct  in  their  true 
light,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  extraordinary  treatment  I  have  received  while  a  prisoner.  I  can- 
not but  indulge  the  hope,  that  even  should  you  consider  the  former  proceedings  against  me  legal  and  in 
conformity  to  the  laws  of  our  courts,  the  motive  that  led  me  to  pass  the  bounds  assigned  me  was  in 
some  degree  venial.  I  confess  that  in  this  view,  I  must  throw  myself  entirely  on  yOur  lenity,  and  with 
this  acknowledgment,  leave  my  case  to  your  decision. 

JOSHUA  R.  SANDS. 
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Tuesday  Morning,  December  1,  1824. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sideration of  tlie  case  of  Lieutenant  William  M.  Hunter,  but  in  coiis(!quence  of  Lieutenant  Hunter  not 
appearing,  and  there  being  no  other  business  before  them,  they  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  half- 
past  9  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  Dccemba'  8,  1824. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday;  Lieutenant  Hunter  did  not  appear,  and  the 
judge  advocate,  by  order  of  the  court,  made  a  communication  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
on  the  subject.     The  court  tlien  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  December  9,  1824. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  The  judge  advocate  submitted  to  the  court 
the  annexed  communication  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of 
December  instant,  and  the  record  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands. 

The  court  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  case,  and  having  maturely  deliberated  upon  the  same, 
is  of  opinion  that  the  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  not  proved  within  the  true  meaning  and  spirit 
thereof,  and  therefore  does  adjudge  the  said  Joshua  R.  Sands  is  not  guilty  of  the  first  charge. 

In  regard  to  the  specification .  of  the  second  charge,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  facts  being 
admitted  by  the  accused,  the  specification  is  proved,  and  therefore  it  does  adjudge  that  the  said  Lieuten- 
ant Joshua  R.  Sands  is  guilty  of  the  second  charge.  But  the  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  said  Joshua 
K.  Sands,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  admitted  himself  to  have  acted,  has  evinced  no  spirit  of  insubordina- 
tion, and  no  inclination  to  evade  or  neglect  duty,  and  therefore  cannot  adjudge  any  punishment. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 
JAS.  JONES. 
J.  D.  HENLEY. 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
GEO.  C.  READ. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

Navy  Department,  January  3,  1825. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  upon  the  second  charge  is  approved.  The  finding  of  the  court  upon  the 
first  charge  is  not  approved.  Lieutenant  Sands  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  limits  assigned  by  the 
orders  of  his  commanding  officer,  but  left  them,  not  from  necessity  but  choice.  He  was  therefore  guilty 
of  disobe^'ing  those  orders.  But  although  the  finding  is  not  approved,  yet  yielding  credit  to  the  motives 
and  feelings  which  he  urged  in  his  defence,  he  is  hereby  restored  to  duty,  in  conformity  with  the  decision 
of  the  court. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chandler  Price,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  addressed  to  Captain 
George  W.  Rodgers,  commandant  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  stating  that  it  was  written  at  the  request 
of  Lieutenant  Hunter,  who  was  sick  at  his  house,  and  who  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  several  days; 
whereupon  the  judge  advocate  was  directed  to  make  a  communication  to  the  government  and  request 
instructions. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Navy  Department,  December  6,  1824. 

Sir:  I  return  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands,  with  a  view  that  the  same 
may  be  reconsidered  by  the  court  before  the  decision  of  the  Department,  approving  or  disapproving  the 
finding,  be  made. 

The  points  to  which  the  attention  of  the  court  is  desired  are,  1st,  the  finding  under  the  first  specification 
of  the  first  charge.  The  court  decides  that  Lieut.  Sands  was  not  under  a  legal  arrest  at  the  time  of  absent- 
ing himself  That  time  was  in  January,  1824.  On  the  3d  November,  preceding,  Commodore  Stewart,  his 
commanding  officer,  by  Lieut.  Harris,  gave  him  a  written  order  of  arrest,  furnished  the  charges  and  spe- 
cifications, and  assigned  his  limits.  These  limits  he  left.  It  is  not  perceived  in  what  the  arrest  was 
illegal,  for  it  is  manifest  that  none  of  the  previous  or  subsequent  acts  could  invalidate  an  arrest  perfect 
in  itself.  The  previous  suspension  and  confinement  to  limits,  the  order  of  Lieut.  Harris,  and  the  subse- 
quent confinement,  cannot,  in  any  degree,  affect  its  legality,  however  they  may  present  matters  of  miti- 
gation towards  him,  or  charges  against  others.  It  is  not  intended,  now,  nor  is  it  believed  to  be  proper, 
to  express  any  opinion  respecting  them,  because  they  are  not  the  questions  to  be  tried  by  the  court.  But 
if  they  were  all  admitted  to  be  harsh,  illegal,  and  unjustifiable,  still  the  question  whether  the  arrest  was 
legal  would  not  be  affected  by  them.  The  second  point  to  which  I  request  the  attention  of  the  court  is 
the  finding  under  the  second  charge.  The  charge  is,  absenting  himself  without  leave.  The  specification 
states  the  time  and  place.  The  accused  admits  its  truth,  pleads  guilty  both  on  the  trial  and  in  his  written 
defence,  and  yet  the  court  acquit  him;  in  other  words,  say  that  he  is  not  guilty.  The  fact  and  the  admis- 
sion of  the  accused  are  both  denied  by  the  finding.  The  reason  assigned,  viz.,  his  subsequent  confinement, 
has  no  connection  with  the  truth  of  the  fact.  The  court  was  not  called  on,  nor  had  it  the  anthoritj'  to  try 
the  nature  or  extent  of  Lieut.  Sands'  imprisonment.  It  might  have  been  produced  or  continued  by  other 
and  higher  considerations,  not  shown  to  the  court.     They  were  called  on  to  pass  on  the  simple  fact  of  his 
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absence  without  leave;  and  althoug-h  he  admits  that  he  was  absent  without  leave,  yet,  because  he  has 
since  been  rigorously  contined,  the  court  declare,  in  effect,  that  he  was  not  absent  without  leave. 

It  is  sug-g-ested  to  the  court  to  consider  wiietlier  it  be  not  proper  to  jyass  upon  the  charge  according 
to  the  fact  and  the  admission  of  the  accused.     The  extent  of  the  punishment  is  a  subsequent  consideration, 
which  the  court  will  measure  according  to  the  view  which  it  takes  of  the  whole  case. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Wii.  Bainbbidge,  President  General  Court-Martial,  New  York. 


Further  proceedings  of  the  general  court-martial  convened  at  the  Navi/  yard,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  five,  and  continued  by  adjournment, 
from  day  to  day,  and  now  in  session  at  the  building  on  Capitol  hill. 

Tuesday,  August  16. 

Having  completed  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Whitlock,  Lieutenant  William  M. 
Hunter  appeared  in  court  to  answer  to  the  charge  exhibited  against  him.  Being  asked  whether  he  had 
any  objection  to  make  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  court,  he  replied  that  he  had  none. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  the  charge  and  specification,  which  were  annexed  to  the  record  and 
marked  A.  The  accused  being  called  upon  to  plead  to  the  same,  submitted  and  read  to  the  court  the 
paper  which  was  annexed  to  the  record,  and  marked  B. 

Whereupon  the  judge  advocate  stated  that  he  had  a  deposition  taken  in  this  case,  which,  at  the 
request  of  the  prosecutor  and  with  the  consent  of  the  accused,  he  would  siiKinit  lo  the  consideration  of  the 
court.  He  then  read  certain  interrogatories  addressed  to  Mrs.  Delia  T.  .<te\\art,  with  her  answers  to  the 
same,  regularly  sworn  to  in  due  course  of  law,  which  were  annexed  to  the  record  and  marked  C. 

The  judge  advocate  then  stated  to  the  court  that  the  fact  charged  being  admitted  by  the  accused, 
he  should  not  offer  any  further  testimony  to  substantiate  the  same;  whereupon  the  court  was  cleared  to 
deliberate  upon  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  having  maturely  considered  the  same,  the  court  is  of  opinion 
that  the  specification  is  so  far  proved  as  that  the  accused  was  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  said  United 
States  ship  Franklin ;  that  said  Madrid,  therein  mentioned,  was  on  board  the  same  vessel  at  the  time  therein 
mentioned,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  accused,  and  carried  in  her  from  Callao  to  Quilca,  and  that  the 
accused  did  not  report  the  said  circumstance  to  his  commanding  officer.  Captain  Charles  Stewart;  but  it 
is  not  proved  that  the  said  individual  was  received  or  permitted  to  be  received  on  board  by  the  accused, 
or  with  his  knowledge  or  consent;  that  these  facts  are  proved  by  the  distinct  admission  of  the  accused, 
entered  on  the  record. 

The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  accused  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  thei'cfore  acquits  him 
of  the  same. 

•     (Signed)  JAMES  BARRON,  President 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 
ROBT.  TRAH^L  SPENCE. 
JNO.  DOWNES. 
J.  D.  HENLEY. 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
JAMES  RENSHAW. 
THOS.  BROWN. 
CHS.  C.  B.  THOMPSON. 
ALEX.  S.  WADSWORTH. 
GEO.  W.  RODGERS. 
Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 
Approved  August  11,  1825. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Charge  and  specificoiion  exhibited  against  William  M.  Hunter,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
by  Captain  Charles  Stewart. 

CHARGE NEGLECT    OF    DUTY. 

Specification.  In  that  the  said  William  M.  Hunter,  some  time  in  the  year  1822,  then  being  the  first 
lieutenant  of  the  United  States  ship  Pranklin,  seventy-four,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Charles 
Stewart,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  did  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received,  on  board  said  ship,  while  in  the  port 
of  Callao,  a  foreigner,  called  by  the  name  of  Madrid,  or  by  some  other  name,  without  informing  his  said 
commanding  officer,  as  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  do,  at  that  time,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  that  such 
person  was  on  board,  which  said  person  was  transported  in  said  shij)  Franklin  from  the  above-mentioned 
port  of  Callao  to  the  port  of  Quilca. 
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In  the  case  of  Lieutenant  William  31.  Hunter,  before  the  general  court-martial  noiu  in  session  at  the  city  of 

Washington. 

Interrogatories  to  be  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  to  Mrs.  Delia  T.  Stewart: 

First.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States  sliip  Franklin,  commanded  by  Captain  Charles  Stewart, 
during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific? 

Second.  Do  you  know  whether,  while  the  said  ship  was  lying  at  Callao,  a  certain  Spaniard,  called 
Madrid,  came  on  board  of  the  said  vessel?  If  yea,  state  by  whose  request,  under  what  circumstances,  in 
what  maimer,  and  for  what  purpose  the  said  Madrid  came  on  board  the  Franklin? 

Third.  By  whose  assistance  and  agency  was  the  said  Madrid  brons'iit  on  board  the  Franklin;  how 
long- did  he  continue  on  board;  in  what  part  of  the  said  vessel  did  lie  live;  what  was  his  occupation; 
when  and  how  did  he  leave  the  vessel;  and  with  whose  assistance,  kmiwledge  and  agency? 

Fourth.  During  the  period  that  the  said  Madrid  remained  on  board  the  Franklin,  was  the  fact  of  his 
being  so  on  board  ever  communicated  or  reported  to  the  said  Captain  Charles  Stewart  by  any  one;  was 
the  said  circumstance  known  to  him,  as  you  know  or  believe?  Did  you  communicate  the  circumstance 
yourself?     If  not,  why  did  you  not? 

Fifth.  Who  was  the  said  Madrid?  Was  he  at  the  time  in  the  military  or  other  service  of  eitlier  of 
the  contending  parties  in  South  America?  Did  he  come  on  board  the  Franklin  from  the  shore,  or  from 
a  vessel,  and  what  vessel,  then  lying  at  Callao? 

(Signed)  RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 

Replies  to  the  annexed  interrogatories: 

First.  I  was. 

Second.  I  do.  Madrid  came  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Franklin  at  Callao,  as  she  was  getting 
under  way  for  sea,  bringing  me  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  the  tiountess  of  Valle  Ermosa,  whom  I 
had  seen  very  frequently,  and  who  had  been  a  passenger  with  the  said  Madrid  from  Rio  Janeiro  to  Quilca 
and  Callao.  He  also  brought  me  a  verbal  recommendation  from  Dona  Rosita  Panizo,  who  resided  at  Lima, 
and  in  whose  house  the  countess  was  staying.  He  informed  me  that  the  Diana,  a  Genoese  vessel,  in  which 
he  was  a  passenger  from  Rio  Janeiro,  had  been  taken  by  a  patriot  cruiser  as  she  was  entering  a  port  of 
the  Intermedois,  and  that  since  her  arrival  at  Callao  they  had  been  in  daily  expectation  of  her  getting 
cleared,  which  had  prevented  his  taking  out  a  passport.  In  consequence  of  this  neglect  he  had  become 
obnoxious  to  the  authorities;  that  he  expected  hourly  to  be  imprisoned,  and  probably  shot.  He  implored 
me  to  save  his  life  by  allowing  him  to  remain  on  board.  He  was  an  entire  stranger  to  me.  I  told  him 
that  I  had  no  authority  to  allow  him  to  remain;  but  finally  I  yielded  to  the  recommendation  of  the  two 
friends  whom  I  have  mentioned,  to  the  testimony  which  Madrid  bore  to  his  own  innocence,  and  to  his 
impressive  appeals  to  my  humanity.  His  story  appeared  to  be  true  and  lamentable,  and  I  could  not 
summon  sufficient  resolution  to  request  him  to  depart. 

Third.  I  know  not  by  whose  assistance  or  agency  the  said  Madrid  was  brought  on  board  the  Frank- 
lin. He  remained  there  during  the  passage  from  Callao  to  Quilca.  He  lived  in  the  pantry  with  the 
cabin  steward,  Peter  Burch.  I  ordered  the  said  steward  to  take  care  of  the  poor  man  and  give  him  suffi- 
cient to  eat.  I  know  not  what  his  occupation  was  while  he  remained  on  board  the  United  States  ship 
Franklin,  as  I  only  conversed  with  him  for  about  ten  minutes  when  I  first  saw  him,  and  never  afterwards, 
during  the  period  that  he  remained  on  board,  renewed  any  conversation  with  him.  I  know  not  how  he 
left  the  ship,  or  by  whose  knowledge,  assistance  or  agency. 

FourllL  Whilst  the  said  Madrid  remained  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  the  circumstance 
of  his  being  there  was  never  made  known  to  Captain  Charles  Stewart.  About  a  year  after  the  said 
Madrid  left  the  siiip,  the  said  Captain  Charles  Stewart  first  became  acquainted  with  the  fact,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  I  myself  did  not  inform  him  of  it,  supposing  that  if  he  were  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  said  Madrid's  being  on  board,  no  censure  could  possibly  be  attached  to  him;  but  that  if  he 
knew  it,  he  would  find  himself  under  the  painful  necessity  of  surrendering  an  unfortunate  human  being 
to  his  merciless  pursuers.  I  wished  to  take  the  whole  responsibility  on  myself;  at  the  same  time,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  act  could  never  be  seriously  misconstrued,  and  that  it  never  in  any  way 
could  affect  myself  or  the  character  of  the  ship. 

Fifth.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  said  Madrid  at  the  time  he  presented  himself  to  me  but  from  his  own 
testimony  and  the  recommendations  of  the  two  ladies  who  interested  me  in  his  behalf.  He  wore  no  uni- 
form, and  did  n(^t  inform  me  that  he  was,  or  had  been,  in  the  military  service  of  either  of  the  contending 
parties  in  South  America,  or  tiiat  he  was,  or  ever  had  been,  employed  in  any  way  in  the  service  of  either 
of  them.  Neither  did  the  countess  of  Valle  Ermosa  mention  his  profession  or  pursuits  in  her  letter  to 
me.  I  was  tt)ld,  a  year  after  the  said  Madrid  left  the  United  States  ship  Franklin,  when  the  circumstance 
became  a  subject  of  inquiry,  that,  at  the  time  he  first  came  on  board,  he  was  lieutenant  in  the  royalist 
army,  on  furlough.  But  this  fact  I  only  know  from  report,  and  cannot  positively  affirm.  He  came  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Franklin  from  the  Diana,  a  Genoese  merchant  vessel  lying  at  Callao,  as  he 
himself  informed  me. 

(Signed)  DELIA  TUDOR  STEWART. 

Massachusetts,  Essex,  ss.,  August  9,  1825. 
Then  the  above-named  Delia  Tudor  Stewart  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  state- 
ment of  facts,  before  me. 

(Signed)  ELIJAH  DOWNING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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To  the  j>reside)H  and  members  of  the  court: 

Gentlemen:  Conceiving  it  necessary  that  some  cause  should  be  assigned  for  not  reporting  to  Com- 
modore Stewart  the  man  named  in  tlie  specification,  and  to  which  part  I  plead  guilty,  though  not  guilty 
of  the  charge,  I  submit  the  following  explanation  to  the  court. 

In  justification  of  my  conduct,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  on  the  last  of  September,  1822,  the  United 
States  ship  Franklin,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  sailed  from  the  harbor  of  Callao. 
On  the  same  evening,  at  sea,  a  stranger  was  reported  as  being  in  the  pantry  attached  to  the  cabin.  On 
inquiry,  the  cabin  steward  informed  me  Mrs.  Stewart  had  directed  him  to  take  care  of  this  man;  and 
believing  the  order  would  not  have  been  given  without  the  commodore's  knowledge,  I  did  not  report  it 
to  him,  not  conceiving  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  so.  Other  reasons,  also,  induced  me  to  adopt  this  course. 
The  door  of  the  pantrj'',  in  which  this  man  was  placed,  was  frequently  open  and  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  all  who  passed  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  cannot  appear  extraordinary  that  I  should  feel  satis- 
fied in  my  own  mind  that  the  commodore  was  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the  man  being  in  the  pantry. 
It  was  known  to  almost  every  person  on  board.  This  man  was  also  frequently  employed  by  the  cabin 
steward  in  cleaning  knives  and  forks,  and,  except  his  remaining  pretty  constantly  in  the  pantry,  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  wished  to  have  him  concealed.  He  remained  in  the  same  apartment  during  our  passage 
to  Quilca,  about  three  weeks.  In  what  manner  he  came  on  board  or  left  the  ship  was  never  reported  to 
me,  and  under  the  belief  I  then  was,  never  inquired. 

In  October,  1823,  the  ship  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Valparaiso,  Commodore  Stewart  sent  for  me  (I  was 
sick  on  shore)  and  informed  me  then,  and  for  the  first  time,  he  had  been  informed  of  this  man  being  on 
board.  I  informed  him  that  my  reason  for  not  reporting  it  was  his  being  in  one  of  the  apartments  of 
the  cabin,  and  my  belief  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  fact.  This  was  the  only  conversation  we  had 
on  the  subject.  In  justice  to  Commodore  Stewart,  I  must  state  the  great  distress  he  was  in  at  that  time 
induced  me  to  believe  he  had  not  known  it  before. 

There  was  notliing  in  his  manner  then,  or  during  the  remainder  of  the  cruise,  towards  me,  that  led 
me  to  believe  he  attached  blame  to  me.  I  remained  by  the  ship  until  she  was  delivered  to  the  Navy  yard 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  the  charge  preferred  by  Commodore  Stewart,  in  November,  1824,  was  the  first 
intimation  I  had  on  the  subject. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  M.  HUNTER. 

Washington,  August  16,  1825. 
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STATEMENTS  IN   RELATION   TO    THE    NAVY   PENSION    FUND   IN    1825. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES   JANUARY    27,    1826. 

Navy  Department,  January  26,  1826. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  the  honor,  on   behalf  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  to  transmit  herewith  the 
annual  statement  in  relation  to  that  fund,  as  follows: 

A.  Statement  of  United  States  stock  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund. 

B.  Statement  of  bank  stock  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  and  abstract  of  warrants  drawn 

by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

C.  Account  of  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  Treasurer,  with  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

D.  List  of  navy  pensioners,  and  the  pensions  allowed  to  each. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Statement  of  stocks  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being,  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
with  the  interest  which  accrued  during  the  year  1825. 


Principal. 


Comraencemeut 
of  interest. 


Interest  for 

the  year 

1825. 


Unredeemed 
principal, 

31st  Decem- 
ber, 1825. 


Three  per  cent 

Six  per  cent,  of  1812 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813  (sixteen  million  loan) 
Six  per  cent,  of  1813  (seven  million  and  a 

half  loan) 

Six  per  cent,  of  1814  (ten  million  loan) 

Six  per  cent,  of  1814  (six  million  loan). . . . 
Six  per  cent,  of  1814  (six  million  loan). . , . 

Six  per  cent,  of  1815 

Treasury  note,  six  per  cent 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  1824 


$30,895  93 
19,000  00 
18,400  00 

134.235  02 
279,634  72 

201.236  09 
12,350  00 
43,814  41 

2,815  00 
150,000  00 


January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 

January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
July  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
January  1,  1825 
October  1,  1825 


$926  88 

3,555  00 

1,104  00 

8,054  08 

16,178  08 

12,074  16; 

370  50 

2,628  88 

42  23 

1,687  50 


$30,895  93 

18,400  00 

134,235  02 
279,634  72 

213,586  09 

43,814  41 

150,000  00 


Total 


$952,381  17   $47,211  31 


$870,566  17 


Unredeemed  amount  of  principal  on  31st  December,  1824 $789,836  39 

Deduct  stock  paid  off,  viz: 

On  the  1st  January,  1825,  exchanged  six  per  cent,  of  1812 $4,504  86 

On  the  1st  April,  1825,  Treasury  note  six  per  cent 2,815  36 

On  the  1st  October,  1825,  six  per  cent,  of  1812 79,000  00 


320  22 


Add  stock  purchased,  viz: 

Six  per  cent,  of  1814,  loan  of  $6,000,000 $17,050  00 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  1824 150,000  00 


$703,516  17 


167,050  00 


Unredeemed  amount  of  principal,  31st  December,  1825,  as  above 
Treasury  Depaktment,  Begister's  Office,  January  25,  1826. 


JOSEPH  ^OVRSE,  Eegist,  r. 


Statement  of  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund. 


Nominal  value. 

Amount  of 
costs. 

$89,000  00 
3,600  00 
14,000  00 
15,000  00 

$95,902  60 

3,600  00 

14,260  00 

15,340  50 

$121,600  00 

$129,103  10 

T.  WATKINS. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  26,  1826. 
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Abstract  of  warrants  drawn  bij  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
"  7iavy  pension  fund,"  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  Blst  of  December,  1825,  inclusive. 


Date. 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


Januiuy 

6. 

248 

January 

11. 

249 

January 

12. 

250 

February 

14. 

251 

February 

21. 

252 

April 

13. 

253 

April 

2.5. 

254 

May 

4, 

255 

June 

15. 

256 
257 

258 

259 

260 

261_ 

262 

263 

June 

15. 

264 

June 

16. 

265 

July 

11. 

266 

267 

August 

6. 

268 

December  13. 

269 

December 

16. 

270 

December  It. 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

Eliza  L.  Pcarce,  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  for  her  pension  from  1st  of  July, 
1824,  to  1st  of  January,  1825 


The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Cumberland, 
Maine,  to  pay  pensions 

Joseph  Watson,  attorney  of  Jas.  Tull,  for  his  pension  from  29th  July, 
1816,  to  1st  July,  1824 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
to  pay  pensions 

Tiie  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Now  Orleans, 
to  pay  pensions 

Peter  McMahon,  0.  S.  Boston,  for  his  pension,  from  1st  January, 
1811,  to  1st  January,  1825 

Martha  Rose,  widow,  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  for  her  pension  from 
10th  September,  1813,  to  10th  September,  1824 

James  Jeifers,  for  his  pension  from  1st  July,  1821,  to  1st  January, 
1825 

George  MacDaniel,  special  agent  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  New  York,  to 
pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  to 
pay  pensions 

Thos.  T.  Tucker,  agent  navy  pension  fund,  for  the  purchase  of  United 
States  stocks 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia, to  pay  pensions 

Eliza  L.  Pearce,  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  for  her  pension  from  1st  January 
to  6th  July,  1825 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
to  pay  pensions 

Charles  Hay,  secretary  to  the  fund,  for  tlie  purchase  of  United  States 
stock 

Thos.  T.  Tucker,  agent  navy  pension  fund,  for  the  purchase  of  United 
States  stock 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Boston,  to  pay 
pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  New  York,  to 
pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  to 
pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
to  pay  pensions 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, to  pay  pensions 

George  MacDaniel,  agent  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensions. . . . 


$127,991   11 


Treasury  Department,  Fuurth  Auditor's  Office,  January  26,  1826. 


T.  WATKINS. 
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C. 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy  jxnsion  fund,  in  account  with  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  thereof. 

Dr. 

1825.  To  warrants  paid,  viz: 

No.  248.  E.  L.  Pearce,  pen.sioncr $120  00 

No.  249.  President  of  the  Ciiniherland  Bank 40  00 

No.  2.50.  Josepli  Watson,  attorney,  &c 47.5  33 

No.  251.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Chillicothe 60  00 

No.  252.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans 250  00 

No.  253.  Peter  McMahon,  pensioner 156  00 

No.  254.  Martha  Rose,  pensioner 792  00 

No.  255.  James  Jeifers,  pensioner 168  00 

No.  256.  George  MacDaniel,  agent 1,825  00 

No.  257.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston 500  00 

No.  258.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston 4 ,  000  00 

No.  259.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York 5,000  00 

No.  260.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 100  00 

No.  261.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 400  00 

No.  262.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore 2,500  00 

No.  263.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence 350  00 

No.  264.  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia 3,000  00 

No.  265.  T.  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  navy  pension  fund 13,000  00 

No.  266.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 1 ,  000  00 

No.  267.  E.  L.  Pearce,  pensioner 120  00 

No.  268.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Chillicothe 60  00 

No.  269.  Charles  Hay,  secretary  to  the  commissioners,  &c 63,679  78 

No.  270.  T.  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  of  the  navy  pension  fund 11, 500  00 

No.  271.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston 4,500  00 

No.  272.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York 4 ,  500  00 

No.  273.  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia 2,500  00 

No.  274.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 500  00 

No.  275.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence 250  00 

No.  276.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford 650  00 

No.  277.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore 2,500  00 

No.  278.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston 250  00 

No.  279.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 800  00 

No.  280.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 120  00 

Total $126,266  11 


1825. 
January 
January 
March 
June 

September 
December 


Cr. 

1.  By  balance  this  day $74 

8.  By  Charles  Hay 1 

4.  By  Treasury  warrant.  No.  345 11 

25.  By  Treasury  warrant.  No.  229 11 

23.  By  Treasury  warrant,  No.  6,712 11 

31.  By  Treasury  warrant,  No.  7,033 12 

Balance 2 

Total $126 


957 

08 

790 

00 

618 

75 

576 

52 

761 

77 

264 

27 

Treasury  of  the  United  State.s,  January  1,  1826. 


THOMAS  T.  TUCKER,  Treamrer  United  State 


List  of  navy  pensioners 

1st  of  January,  1826. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

George  Arbuckle 
Zepha  Allen 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

$3  33^ 
4  00 
3  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 

$40  00 
48  00 

Isaac  Alleston 

S 

36  00 

do 

72  00 

Cotton  Brown              .                 ... 

Cook 

108  00 

108  00 

108  00 

John  Bennett 

Seaman 

72  00 
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List  of  navy  pensioners — Continued. 


Montt 

i.y 

pensions. 

$8 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

7 

00 

2 

50 

6 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

5 

CO 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

12 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

4 

f>0 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

fi 

00 

3 

00 

9 

50 

5 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

() 

00 

10 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

Lemuel  Bryant 

John  Ball 

Nathaniel  Barker 

Jacob  Bull 

James  Blake 

John  Clements 

Russel  Coats 

Samuel  Cotton  

James  Clarke 

John  Chaldwell 

John  Chamberlain , 

Robert  Cathcart 

Geo.  Cearson,  alias  Cassin  .  . 

Dennis  Gary 

Arthur  Carroll 

Richard  Dunn 

John  Davidson 

Wheatly  Dyer 

Asa  Ewell 

Ebenezer  Evans 

William  Edes 

Thomas  Edwards 

Jonathan  Fellows 

Samuel  H.  Green 

John  Geyer , 

Uriah  Hanscom 

James  Hatchin 

Peter  Hosier 

William  Ingersoll 

Thomas  Konse 

Henry  McDonough 

Andrew  McCoUum 

Thomas  Melburn , 

John  Mitchell . . 

James  Merrill 

Enoch  M.  Meley 

Peter  McMahon 

John  Nogle,  alias  Vogle  .... 

William  Nicholls 

Isaac  Omans 

John  Peterson 

Robert  Poulton 

Nathaniel  Rolfe 

John  Shapely 

Patrick  Scanton 

William  Stewart 

Samuel  Sawyer 

Benjamin  Stevens 

Robert  Sanders,  alias  Willet 

John  Shaw 

John  Smith 

Silas  Taft 

William  Thompson 

James  Trumbull 

Seth  Townshend 

Samuel  Tucker 

Owen  Taylor 

Charles  F.  Waldo 

Peter  AVoodbury 

William  Wood 

William  Welsh 

Michael  Welsh 

David  Quills 


Ordinary  seaman. 

Boatswain   

Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Marine   

Gunner 

Seaman 

Boatswain   

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

Lieutenant 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  j'eo 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartergunner    

Seaman 

Boatswain 

Quartergunner    

Seaman 

Marine 

SeamiLU 

do     

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartergunner 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

do  

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

Cook 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

do     

Master's  mate 

Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster 

P.  marine 

Boatswain's  mate  .... 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Captain,  revolutionary  i 

Seaman 

Master's  mate   ...    ... 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartermaster 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

Samuel  Abbott 

Edward  Banks 

Robert  Forsyth 

John  Grant 

John  Hodgekins 


Seaman 

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 


5  00 

6  00 
8  00 
6  00 
1  00 
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List  of  navy  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Anmial 
pensions. 


Jolm  Lloyd  .... 
John  Mushaway, 
John  Veazy. . . . , 


EHODE    ISLAND. 


Isaac  Bassett  .  . .  . 

John  Hoxse 

Andrew  Mattison. 
William  Payne . . . 
Isaac  Stearns . . . . 
Reuben  Wright  . . 


CONNECTICUT. 


Schuyler  Bradley . .  , 
Nathaniel  Chapman. 

Edward  Field 

William  Lewis 

Richard  Lee 

John  Williams 


NEW   YORK. 


George  Albro 

Bernard  Allen 

Jacob  Albrecht 

John  Bernard 

John  Baptiste 

Dominick  Burnes 

Peter  Bernard 

John  Bremen 

William  Burney 

Edmund  Brett , 

John  Butler 

John  Brannon 

Samuel  Butler , 

John  Blair , 

Adam  Brown   -. 

Jacob  Booker 

James   Brown 

George  Burton , 

John  Carberry  ....,., 

Charles  Clay 

Christian  Clarke 

Samuel  Colsten 

William  Cain 

John  Collins 

Zachariah  Conklin  .  . . 
Benjamin  Campbell  . . 

John  Campbell 

Thomas  Crawford  .  . . 
Shubael  Cunningham 
Francis  Covenhoven  . 

Joseph  Cotter 

David  Christie 

Jacob  Donie 

William  B.  Downes.. 

John  Dennis 

Thomas  Dailey 

James  Davis 

William  Davis 

John  Dunn  

Samuel  Deane 

Thomas  Dennis 

John  Daniels 

Thomas  Edwards .... 
William  Fitzsimonds. 
John  Francisco 


Marine 

boatswain  . . . , 
Quarterguuuer 


Ordinary  seaman. 

Sea.iuiJL 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

P.  marine 

Carpenter's  mate. 


Seaman    

Quartergunner 
Surgeon's  mate 

P.  marine 

Quartermaster  . 
Seaman    


Quartergunner  . . 
Seaman    

do       

Marine 

Boy 

P.  marine 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

P.  marine 

Seaman 

do     

Quartergauner  . 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Boatswain's  mate 
Quartergunner    . . 

Cooper   

Seaman 


do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Sergeant  marines 

Boatswain 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Boatswain's  mate 

P.  marine 

Seaman 


do     

do     

Quartermaster  .  . . 
Quartergunner    . . 

Seaman 

P.  marine 

Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster  . . . 

do 
Ordinary  seaman. 
P.  marine 


$3  00 
10  00 
9  00 


6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
3  00 
3  00 

3  00 

4  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 


6  00 
5  00 
8  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 
10  00 

4  50 

4  50 

6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

5  00 

8  00 
5  00 

4  00 

7  50 

9  00 
4  00 

8  50 


5  00 

5  00 

8  00 

9  00 

6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 
9  00 

6  00 

7  00 
3  00 


$36  00 
120  00 
108  00 


$588  00 

5  00 

$60  00 

8  50 

102  00 

5  00 

60  00 

5  00 

60  00 

3  00 

36  00 

8  00 

96  00 

$414  00 

6  00 

$12  00 

8  00 

96  00 

10  00 

120  00 

3  00 

36  00 

6  00 

'12  00 

6  00 

72  00 

$468  00 

$72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
36  00 
36  00 
48  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
96  00 
60  00 
72  00 
60  00 

120  00 
54  00 
54  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 
96  00 
60  00 
48  00 
90  00 

108  00 
48  00 

102  00 
60  00 
60  00 
96  00 

108  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 

108  00 
72  00 
84  00 
36  00 
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Names. 


Rank. 


Monthly 

pension. 

§9  00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

t) 

00 

2 

.50 

5 

00 

6 

00 

•s 

00 

G 

00 

(i 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

0 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

0 

00 

9 

00 

4 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

12 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5  00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

(j 

00 

C 

00 

5 

00 

C 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

0 

00 

5 

00 

4 

50 

0 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

(i 

00 

15 

00 

6 

00 

G 

00 

5 

00 

G 

00 

G 

00 

G 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

G 

00 

4 

00 

12 

00 

4 

00 

Bennett  Fields 

John  Ford 

Peter  Gillen 

Leonard  Green 

Peter  Green 

Thomas  Gore 

Roswell  Hale 

William   Hinds 

Seth  Hcbbard 

William  Hardingbrook. 

Stephen  Hammond 

Daniel  Hogenon 

George  Huttou 

John  Hyatt 

John  Uadden 

John  Haywood 

James  Jaekson 

John  Johnson  

Thomas  Jackson,  2d. . . . 

Thomas  Kelly 

James  A.  Lewis 

John  Lazarro 

James  Linscott 

Timothy  Lane 

James  McMane 

John  McCracken 

Eoger  McGee 

JohnMahen 

John  iMfCurtv 

John  M.'lviir. 

William  Moran 

James  McKernan 

Emero  Males 

Samuel  Mclsaacs 

James  Moses 

Thomas  Miller 

Enos  Marks 

Jeremiah  McMahan  . .  .  . 

Colin  McLeod 

Mathew  McKenzie 

Patrick  McLaughlin. . . . 

Charles  Moore 

William  Nesbet 

James  Nickerson 

Thomas  Oliver 

John  Otternell 

William  Parker 

George  Pierce 

John  Place 

John  Peterson 

James  Peyton 

Benjamin  H.  Parker. .  .  , 

John  Robinson 

William  Rodgers , 

John  Reagan 

Thomas  Reed 

Edmond  Rowland 

Rosnante  Rhodes  

James  Rogers 

John  Rathn- 

John  Smith 

John  Scriver 

George  Stanley 

John  Schrouder 

John   Snitlen 

Willian,  .^lu-utt 

Daniel  Sniitli , 

John  Stone 

Purnell  Smith , 

Augustus  Swartwout. . , 
Peter  Tiukum , 


Armorer  .  , 

Seaman . . . 

do     .  .  . 

Quartergui 


Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Boy 

P.  marine 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartergunuer  . . . 
Seaman 


do     

Master's  mate. ... 
Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster  . . . 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

do     

Cook 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Boatswain's  mate 

Marine 

Seaman 

Purser's  steward. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Boy 

Purser's  steward  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Boatswain 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Carpenter's  mate. 


do 


Set 


ary 


Ordn 
Sean 

do     

Quarterguuner  . 
P.  marine 


Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Sailingmaster. .  . 
Quartermaster  . . 

Seaman 

do     

Purser's  steward 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 
Ora.narv  seanian 


do  .... 
Midshipman 
Seaman .... 
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List  of  navy  pennioners — Continued. 


Namos. 


Monthly 
pension. 


Yearly 
pension. 


Henry  Townsend 

George  Thomas  (black) 

Isaac  Vallence 

Charles  Vandyke 

James  Williams 

William  Wells 

Charles  Williams 

Solomon  White 

Charles  AVilliams 

John  Wright 

James  Warner 

Thomas  Welch 

John  Webb 

Jolm  Wright 


NEW    JERSEY. 


Peter  Duulevy. 
James  Hazle  . . 
Wm.  Robinson 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Alexander  Adams  . . 
George  Alexander  . . , 
William  C.  Allen  . . . , 
Nathaniel  Begley. . . . 

Enos  Bateman 

Thomas  Brown 

William  Baggs 

John  Baxter 

James  Bell 

John  Cassin 

John  Coffin 

Henry  Collins 

Arch.  Campbell 

David  Christie 

Patrick  Cain 

Eobert  Carson , 

Augustus  IJundas  .  . , 

William  Deane 

Thomas  Davis 

William  Dearing 

Henry  Dugan 

Stephen  Elderkin  . . . 

William  Evans 

Edmund  Fitzgibbon. 

Pero  Fisher 

John  Fryer 

Nicholas  Hyberger  . 

David  Hortou 

George  Huffstidler. .. 

William  Holins 

John  Hogerbets  .... 
William  Hagerty  .  .  . 
William  Jackson  ... 
Edward  Johnson  .  .  . 

Job  Jones  

Hugh  Kelly 

George  Hensinger  . . 
Lawrence  Kripfar  . . 

Nicholas  Klein 

John  More 

William  Mooney. . . . 

Miles  Morris 

George  McDaniel.  . . 
Michael  McCounomy 

Mathias  McGill 

John  McMuUen 


Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  .  . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman . 
Seaman 

do     

Quartergunner  .  . . 

Seaman 

Quartergunner .  . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 


Marine . . 
Seaman  . 
Marine . . 


Ordinary  seaman  .  .  . . 

Quartergunner    

Quartermaster 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

P.  marine 

Marine 

Seaman 

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

P.  marine 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  .  . 

Gunner 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . . 

do  

Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Marine 

Prisoner,  Dartmouth . 
Ordinary  seaman  . .  . . 
Seaman 


nary  seaman. 

P.  marine 

Master-at-arms .  . . 

P.  marine 

Sailiugmaster  C 

Seaman 

P.  marine 

Corporal  marines. 
Ordinary  seaman, 
do 

Seaman 

Gunner's  mate  .  .. 


$5  00 
6  00 
8  00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
8  00 
12  00 

4  00 

5  00 


5  00 
5  00 
(5  00 


3  00 

8  00 
12  00 

9  00 
.5  00 

2  00 

3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

4  00 

6  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 
<i  00 

3  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
G  00 
5  00 
()  00 
9  00 
3  00 

5  00 

6  00 
3  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

8  00 

9  00 


$60  00 
72  00 
96  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
48  00 
48  00 
48  00 
72  00 
96  00 

144  00 
48  00 
60  00 


$9,192  00 


$60  00 
60  00 
72  00 


$192  00 


$36  00 
96  00 

144  00 

108  00 
60  00 
24  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 
48  00 
72  00 
60  00 

120  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 

108  00 
36  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
96  00 

108  00 
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Bernard  McDonough 

Daniel  Mnncey 

William  Morris 

James  Mulliniffe. . . . 

John  Nugent 

Benjamin  Norcrose  . 
Benjamin  Newton  . . 

William  Price    

John  Pasco  

John  Pitt 

Peter  Quantin 

John  Roberts 

Eli  Stewart 

Joseph  Smith 

William  Smith,  6th  . 

David  Thomas 

John  Thompson  . .  .  . 

Phillip  Tully 

John  B.  Truman.  .  .  . 

Robert  Webb 

James  White 

Peter  Whelan 

John  Walter 

John  Williams,  6th  . 

James  Wilson 

John  Wilson 

John  Young- 


DELAWARE. 


Alexander  Ardery  .... 

James  Allcom 

James  Brown 

Andrew  Beard 

John  Burdeen  

Edward  Burke  (black) 

Thomas  Burr 

William  Carter 

John  Cole 

John  Diragan 

Matthias  Douglass  .... 

John  Denney 

Francis  Elliott 

Daniel  Fullen 

Cornelius  Garrison .... 

William  Gillen 

Peter  Goshelle 

John  Gregory 

George  Gallager 

John  Henry 

Isaac  T.  Heartle 

Nicholas  Igerbrelson .  . 

Edward  Murray 

Francis  Mason , 

Antonio  Maria , 

Hamlet  Moore 

Joseph  McMasters  .  . .  .  , 

Isaac  Nicholson 

John  Patterson 

Charles  Paiture 

Neal  Patterson 

John   Randall 

Thomas  Smith 

William  Stockdale 


Richard  Gilbody 
James  Tull  .  . . . 
AVilliam  Wicks. 


P.  marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . . 

do  

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines.  .  . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 
Gurmer's  yeoman.  .  . . 
Sailing-master's  mate 

Marine 

Seaman 

P.  niarne 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . . 

do 

Gunner's  mate 

Marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . . 

Quartergunner    

Seaman 

Quartermaster 


Monthly 
pension. 


$6  00 


Ordinary  seaman 
Sergeant  marines 
Ordinary  seaman 


Seaman 

Sailing-master. .  .. 
Seaman  (blind)  .. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Master's  mate  .  .. 
Quartermaster  .  . . 


Neaman  . 


Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 


do     

do     

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . . 

do 
Acting  sailingmaster. 

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines. . . . 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. , . . 

P.  marine 

Cook  

Seaman , 

Ordinary  seaman. ... 

Seaman 

Marine , 

Boatswain 

Marine 


5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

7 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

3 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

4  00 

5  00 
4  00 


6  00 
30  00 
8  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 
6  00 

8  00 

9  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 

6  00 

7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

10  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 
20  00 

6  00 

4  50 
9  00 
6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
9  00 

10  00 

6  00 

8  00 
3  00 

10  00 
6  00 


1826.J 
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Monthly 
pension. 


Yearly 
pension. 


James  Stewart 

Horatio  Salter 

Hamilton  Sellers 

Francis  Trcpenny 

Benjamin  Underwood. . 

James  Wells 

David  Wilson  (black)  , 
Peter  Young , 


Obadiali  Brown 

Lawrence  Bishee  .  . . . 

Jotham  Briggs 

John  Brown 

Lawrence  Barsayline. 

James  Coruger 

Silas  Durham 

Thomas  Englis 

William  Howell 

Anson  Harvey 

James  Jeflfers 

Obadiah  Johnson 

James  H.  Hansford  . . 
Joseph  Ward 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

William  Baker 

John  Butler  (black) 

Amasa  Conner,  alias  Corwer 

Michael  Conner 

Andrew  Chambers 

John  Earle   

Jerry  Garner  (black) , 

Simeon  Hillman , 

John  Hawkins 

Benjamin  Kendrick , 

William  Kingsbury , 

William  McMullen 

John  Read , 

Burwell  S.  Randolph 

Richard  S.  Suter 

John  Shannamon 

William  Staunton 

John  Shinney 

Charles  Young '. . 


NOKTH  CAROLINA. 


Thomas  Owings. 
John  Thompson  . 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

John  Jacob  Hardy 

Peter  J.  R.  Staunton 

Charles  Sheeten 


James  Lennis . 


John  Meigs. 


Robert  Spedden  . . 
William  Whitney. 
William  Wagner . 


Seaman 

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster  .  . . 


Seaman 

Quartergunner  . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

Boy 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     


Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

Marine 

do    

Sailingmaster. .  .  . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

P.  marine 

Cook 

Boatswain 

Marine 

P.  marine 

Midshipman 

do  

Seaman 

Quartergunner  . .  . 

P.  marine 

Marine 


Quartermaster 
Seaman 


teaman 

Carpenter's  yeoman. 
Boatswain's  mate  . . 


Lieutenant  . . . , 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 


$6  00 

4  00 
1  00 
6  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
6  00 


5  00 

4  00 
12  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 


6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

3  00 
5  00 

20  00 

5  00 

4  00 
3  00 

6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
3  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
3  00 


8  00 
6  00 


6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


10  00 


20  00 

8  00 

9  00 


$12  00 
48  00 
84  00 
12  00 
60  00 

108  00 
72  00 
72  00 


$3,678  00 


$60  00 
48  00 

144  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
60  00 
48  00 
60  00 
48  00 
72  00 


$924  00 


$72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
60  00 

240  00 
60  00 
48  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
36  00 
36  00 
72  00 

114  00 
72  00 

108  00 
36  00 
36  00 


$1,326 

00 

$96  00 
72  00 

$168 

00 

$72 

72 

00 
00 
00 

$216 

00 

$36 

00 

$120  00 

$240  00 
96  00 
108  00 


$444  00 
Grand  total $28,912  00 
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Lid  of  widow  pensioners,  January  1,  1826. 


Montlily 
pension. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Sally  Annis |   Seaman  . 


rah  Atkins 
Hannah  Adams,  of  James  Adams. . .  . 

Sally  Bates 

Hannah  S.  Beiiete,  of  William  Benete 

Mary  P.  Barlett,  William,  her  son 

Sarah  Brimblecomb's  two  children  . .  . 

Abigail  Cowell 

Mary  Cheevcr 

Susanna  Chritchet 

Harriet  Carter 

Rebecca  Day  

:Mary  Ford 

Martha  Flanders 

Sally  Harvey 

Hannah  Hazen 

Mary  Hackleton 

Abigail  Jones 

Nancy  Lancy 

Hannah  Lowther's  heirs 

Ann  G.  McCulloch 

Elizabeth  Martin 

Elizabeth  Manly 

Jane  Moulton 

Ann  Martin 

Judetha  Mullen's  two  children 

Elizabeth  McKira 

Elizabeth  S.  Nickerson 

Nabby  Fhippen 

Elizabeth  Parker 

Charlotte  Passenger 

Nancy  Patch 

Nancy  Riggs 

Nancy  Simnionds 

Mary  Stone 

Mary  Trainer 

Hannah  Webb 

Margaret  Wyer 

Abiu'ail  Youn"- 


do 

do     

do     

Quartermaster  . . . 
Boatswain's  mate 

Seaman 

Sailingmaster. .  .. 


Seaman 

Lieutenant 

itarine 

Carpenter's  mate . . 
Quartermaster  .  . . , 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Cook 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Sailingmaster   .  . . 

Boatswain   

Quartergunner  .  . . 

Seaman    

Quartergunner  . . . 

do 
Sergeant  marines 

Seaman 

S.  coxswain 

Captain 

Seaman 


Seaman  . 
Sailmake 
Seaman  . 


Sailingmaster* . . . 
Ordinary  seaman, 
do 

Seaman 

Captain 


Margaret  Arundel 

Hannah  Archbold 

Mary  Archbald 

Ann  Brown's  minor  child 

Jane  A.  Blakely's  daughter 

Nancy  Carlisle's  children |  Maiin( 

Sarah  Esham 

Mary  Ann  Hill,  minors 

Sarah  Hill's  minor  children  

Diana  Hardy 

Marj'  Hadding 

Maria  T.  Johnson ■  Car 

Jane  Logue's  children j  Marine 

Sarah  Mathews ,  QuavtorguiHicr 

Eleanor  Monroe's  minor  child  Mary  Ann  ^ilonme  ....    Seaman 

Ann  Midlen ! Master's  mate 

Martha  Rose Seaman 

Margaret  Rankin's  minor  child  George  A.  Rankin.  .  .    Ordinary  seam 

Elizabeth  Tromp Marine 

Lydia  Vanhorn do   

Mary  Wine's  minor  child  James Seaman 


NEW    YORK. 


Quartergunner . . . 
Ordinary  seaman, 
do 

Quartermaster  .  .  . 
i.ieuter's  mate  . 


$6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 

20  00 


Mary  Allen,  alias  Gordman Seaman 

Betsey  Blossom Captain's  mate . 


6  00 
20  00 
3  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
20  00 
10  00 

9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 

30  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 

10  00 
6  00 


5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

(i 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

f> 

00 

9 

00 

9  50 

3 

00 

9 

00 

fi 

00 

10 

00 

fi 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6  00 
9  60 
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List  of  ividow  pennionem — Continued. 


Yearly 
pension. 


Eliza  Baldwin 

Belinda  Bowie 

Susanna  Brum 

Sarah  Care 

Margaret  Cummings 

Dorotlia  Cooper 

Elizabeth  Cunningham 

Mary  Davis 

Ellon  Dix 

Catharine  Fury 

Mary  Griffin 

Phoebe  Hamer.sley 

Susannah  Longill 

Julia  M.  Lawrence   

Mary  Lewis 

Susan  L.  Osgood  

Mary  Olcutt 

Sarah  Place's  infant  children. 

Margaret  Parsells 

Catharine  Rasmupen 

Sarah  Sisson's  daughter 

Sarah  Smith 

Elizabeth  Shubrick 

Eleanor  Smart 

Mary  Ann  Springer 

Sarah  Town 

Charlotte  Wares 

Marvel  Wilcox 


Captain's  clerk 
Sailingniaster. . 

do 

do 
Seaman 


Gunner 

Quartermaster  .  .  . 

Surgeon  

Steward 

Surgeon  

Lieutenant 

Boatswain   

Captain 

Marine 

Sailingrnaster. . .  . 

Steward 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Sail  maker 

Pilot 


stei 


CONNECTICUT. 


Nancy  Brice 


MARYLAND. 


Harriet  Barney. . . . 
Lavinia  M.  Edgar  . 

Ruth  Gilbert 

Sophia  Gardner  . . . 
Elizabeth  Grayson  . 

Sarah  Hopkins 

Elizabeth  Marshall 
Elizabeth  TraproU  . 
Susannah  Wedge.  . 
Margaret  Warner  . 
Mary  Van  Blake. . . 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 


Ellen  Beev's  infant  child  Jane. 

Eliza  Cassin 

Sophia  Grenele 

Susan  Ho,)k's  dauditer 

Eliza   Hall ': 

Susan  Haraden 

Mary  E.  Martin 

Charity  Nicholson 

E.  L.   Pearce 

Eleanor  Jane  Snow 

Isabella  J.  Searcy 

Eliza  Tarbell  


HAMPSHIRE. 


Mercy  G.  Christopher's  children 

Abigail  C.  Fernald 

Mrs.  Plagg 

Mary,  Nancy,  and  Caroline  Perkins,  minor  ciiildren. 


Boatswain's  mate 

Lieutenant 

Seaman 

Lieutenant 

ilarine 

Com.  Hot.  N.  Y.  .. 
Carpenter's  mate. 


Seaman . 


Captain 

Surgeon  . . . . 

Seaman 

Commandant 
Captain 


tiuartergunner 
Marine 


Sailing-master. 
Gunner 


Purser 

Sailing-master, 


Sailing-master.  .  .. , 
Master  commandai 
Ordinary  seaman.  , 


Lieutenant 

Seaman . .  . 
Lieutenant 
Captain  .  .  . 


$12  50 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 

0  00 

C  00 
10  00 

9  00 
25  00 

9  00 
25  00 
20  00 
10  00 
50  00 

3  00 
20  00 

9  00 

5  00 
10  00 
20  00 
20  00 

9  50 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 

3  00 

20  00 

9  50 


$150  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 

12  00 

12  00 
120  00 
108  00 
300  00 
108  00 
300  00 
240  00 
120  00 
600  00 

36  00 
240  00 
108  00 

60  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 
114  00 
240  00 

72  00 
240  00 

36  00 
240  00 
114  00 


$5,196  00 


$72  00 


50  00 

$600  00 

25  00 

300  00 

6  00 

72  00 

30  00 

360  00 

20  00 

240  00 

6  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

3  00 

36  00 

9  00 

108  00 

20  00 

240  00 

10  00 

120  00 

$2,256  00 


10  00 

$120  00 

20  00 

240  00 

20  00 

240  00 

4  00 

48  00 

20  00 

240  00 

30  00 

360  00 

5  00 

60  00 

10  00 

120  00 

20  00 

240  00 

6  00 

72  00 

20  00 

240  00 

50  00 

600  00 

6  00 

6  00 

10  00 

5  00 


$2 

,580 

00 

$72 

72 

120 

00 
00 
00 
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Lid  of  widow  pensioners — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pension. 

Yearly 
pension. 

VIRGINIA. 

Eliza  W.  Cocke 

$20  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 

9  00 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 

$240  00 

Seaman 

Captain 

n  00 

360  00 

Eliza  Maury 

240  00 

do            

240  00 

do            

240  00 

Carpenter's  mate 

Pilot 

NORTH    CAROLINA. 

$1,392  00 
$108  00 

SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

$240  00 

Seaman 

KENTUCKY. 

$72  00 

GEORGIA. 

$240  00 

$18,609  00 

\ 

19rH   COXGRESS.] 


No.  285. 


[1st  Session. 


EXPERIMENT    IN    THE    USE    OP    COTTON,  COMPARED  WITH    FLAX,  FOR  CORDAGE  AND 
CANVAS— THEIR  RELATIVE  PRICE,  ETC. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    1,    1826. 

Navy  Department,  January  31,  1826. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  25th  instant,  inquiring 
"vs^hether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  experiments  have  been  made  in  the  trimming  and  equipment  of  any  of 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy,  to  test  the  utility  of  cotton  for  cordage  or  sail  cloth;  and  also 
what  are  the  comparative  strength  and  cost  of  such  manufacture  of  that  article  and  those  of  hemp,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  upon  the 
subject,  which  embraces  all  the  information  in  relation  to  the  objects  of  inquiry  in  possession  of  this 
Department. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  January  28,  1826. 

Sir:  Upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  25th  instant,  which 
you  were  pleased  to  refer  to  this  board,  we  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  the  month  of  May  last  we  pro- 
cured a  quantity  of  cotton  sail  cloth  and  directed  it  to  be  made  into  sails  to  be  used  on  board  several  of 
our  public  ships,  with  a  view  to  test  its  relative  strength  and  durability,  when  compared  with  American 
and  Russia  flax  or  hemp  canvas;  but  sufBcient  time  to  make  a  full  experiment  not  having  elapsed,  no 
report  as  to  the  result  has  been  received. 

With  respect  to  the  "comparative  cost"  of  cotton  canvas,  the  following  shows  the  prices  per  yard  at 
which  we  have  contracted  for  flax  canvas,  and  the  prices  asked  for  cotton  canvas: 

Flax  canvas.  Cotton  canvas. 

No.  1.  471  cents  per  yard 41  cents  per  yard. 

No.  2.  43|  cents  per  yard 46  cents  per  yard. 

No.  3.  421  cents  per  yard 45  cents  per  yard. 

No.  4.  41^  cents  per  yard 44  cents  per  yard. 

No.  5.  40    cents  per  yard 43  cents  per  yard. 

No.  6.  38|  cents  per  yard 42  cents  per  yard. 

No.  7.  371  cents  per  yard 41  cents  per  yard. 

No.  8.  36|  cents  per  yard 40  cents  per  yard. 

The  width  of  both  is  made  for  20  inches;  but  referring  to  the  samples  in  our  possession,  the  flax  can- 
vas is  full  \\  inches  wider  than  the  cotton. 
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It  has  never  occurred  to  the  board  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  make  any  experiments  of  "cotton 
cordage,"  and  we  have  no  information  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  JONES,  Navy    Comnmsioner. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  286.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION    OF   MARYLAND   FOR   THE    ESTABLISHMENT   OF   A   NAVAL   ACADEMY   AT 

ANNAPOLIS. 

CO.MJIUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    T,     1826. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  January: 

Besoloed,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  that  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  their  respective  houses  to  the  superior  advan- 
tages which  the  city  of  Annapolis  and  its  neighborhood  possess,  as  a  situation  for  a  Naval  academy,  and 
that  they  use  their  best  exertion  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded,  by  the  Executive,  to  each  of  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  Congress. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   287.  [1st  Session. 

ON    A   CLAIM   TO    REMUNERATION   FOR   A   METHOD   DISCOVERED    FOR    SECURING   THE 
DECKS  AND  SIDES  OF  VESSELS,  CALLED  WATER  TIGHT  PLUGGING. 

communicated  to  the  HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  1,  1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  oT  William  Mellers, 
and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  reported: 

That  tlie  petitioner  states  that  he  invented  in  the  year  1804,  a  method  of  securing  the  decks  and  sides 
of  vessels  from  decay,  by  what  is  usually  called  water-tight  plugging.  That  in  the  year  1822,  he  obtained 
a  patent  for  his  invention,  which  has  since  been  determined,  judicially,  to  be  of  no  validity.  That  in  1823 
an  order  was  issued,  from  the  Navy  Board,  for  the  use  of  the  said  invention  in  the  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  He  represents  the  invention  to  have  been  of  great  utility  to  the  country,  and  to  the  naval 
forces,  and  prays  a  compensation  from  Congress  for  the  benefits  which  have,  or  may  acrue  from  it  to  the 
public.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  that 
he  has  no  claim  to  remuneration  from  Congress,  and  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  documents. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  288,  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  A  SAILINGMASTER  OF  THE  NAVY,  IN  COMMODORE  BARNEY'S  FLOTILLA 
SERVICE,  FOR  THE  VALUE  OF  A  HORSE  KILLED  IN  THE  BATTLE  OF  BLADENSBURG, 
AND  FOR  CLOTHING  LOST  IN  SERVICE. 

communicated  to  the  senate  FEBRUARY  9,  1826. 

Mr.  Hayne,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  A.  Webster, 
late  sailingmaster  in  the  navy,  praying  indemnity  for  property  lost  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  reported: 

That  it  appears  that  John  A.  Webster  was  a  sailingmaster,  and  attached  to  the  flotilla  under  Com- 
modore Barney  during  the  late  war.  That  when  the  city  of  Washington  was  threatened  by  the  enemy, 
Commodore  Barney  caused  the  flotilla  to  be  destroyed,  and  with  the  force  under  his  command  joined  the 
army  near  Washington,  and  rendered  essential  services  at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg.  It  further  appears 
that  the  petitioner  received  orders  from  his  commander  to  join  him  near  Bladensburg,  and  that  to  effect 
this  object  in  due  season  he  mounted  a  horse  and  rode  the  whole  night,  and  arrived  the  next  morning  at 
the  battle  ground  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  action.  In  consequence  of  his  fatigue,  the  petitioner  was 
permitted  by  Commodore  Barney  to  remain  on  horseback,  and  daring  the  action  his  horse  was  killed, 
and  he  himself  narrowly  escaped  the  same  fate.     Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
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that  the  petitioner  has  a  just  claim  on  the  United  States  for  the  value  of  his  horse  and  accoutrements. 
With  respect  to  the  claims  for  clothing  lost  by  the  destruction  of  the  flotilla,  and  for  the  expense  of  medi- 
cal attendance,  no  proof  having  been  adduced  in  support  of  them,  the  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
state  the  objections  which  exist  against  such  claims.  In  pursuance  of  these  views  the  committee  here- 
with report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Webster. 


i 


19th  Co.vgrrss.]  No.    289.  [1st  Sessiox. 

PROB.YBLE  COST  OF  CERTAIN  LOTS  OF  LIVE  OAK  TIMBER,  AND  COST  FOR  PRESERVING 

THE  SAME. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  10,  1826. 

Navy  Department,  January  28,  1826. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  20th  instant,  directing 
the  Secretary  oi'  the  Navy  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  certain  lots  of  live  oak  timber, 
together  with  the  cost  of  erecting  permanent  sheds  for  their  preservation,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith,  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  upon  the  subject,  which  contains 
the  information  called  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  January  24,  1826. 
Sir:  Upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  20th  instant,  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  this  board,  the  Commissioners  subjoin  an  estimate  which  affords  the 
information  called  for. 

Live  oak  frames. 

Cubical  feet. 

For  steam  batteries,  six  frames,  each  requiring  12,000  cubical  feet 72,000 

For  ships  of  the  line,  twelve  frames,  each  requiring  34,000  cubical  feet 408,000 

For  frigates  of  the  largest  class,  fifteen  frames,  each  requiring  23,000  cubical  feet 345,000 

For  sloops-of-war,  fifteen  frames,  each  requiring  8,000  cubical  feet 120,000 

945,000 

Cubical  feet  of  live  oak,  at  $1.50 .•••••.••       $l,4n,500 

Permanent  sheds  for  the  preservation  of  the  above  frames,  including  the  expense  of  stowing 

the  frames  away 100,000 

$1,517,500 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  290.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  NAVY-YARD 

AT  THAT  PLACE. 

COMMUNICATF.D  to  the  SENATF.  FEBRUARY  13,  1826. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore  respectfully  showeth,  that,  having  under- 
stood it  is  the  intention  of  the  general  government  to  establish  some  additional  navy  yards,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  and  repairing  national  vessels,  and  understanding  a  resolution  has  passed  the  honor- 
able the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  instructing  the  Naval  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  locating  a  navy  yard  at  the  port  of  Bultinmre,  they  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  your  honorable  body  to  the  great  advantages  possessed  by  this  jiort,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  your 
memorialists,  render  it  peculiarly  fitted  for  such  an  establishment,  being  situated  upon  a -branch  of  a  safe, 
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navigable  river,  and  having  a  spacious  harbor,  of  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  completely  protected  by- 
its  natural  position;  possessing  the  greatest  facilities  for  procuring  ship  timber  and  naval  stores,  in 
consequence  of  her  proximity  to,  and  great  intercourse  with,  those  places  from  whence  such  articles  are 
obtained;  having  also  within  her  limits  and  immediate  vicinity  several  foundries,  at  which  cannon  and 
other  implements  of  war  may  be  forged,  with  several  powder  mills  in  the  neighborhood,  and  a  surround- 
ing country  furnishing  the  most  abundant  supplies  of  iron  ore,  and  also  capable  of  supplying  the  various 
articles  necessary  for  provisioning  and  equipping  vessels-of-war;  numbering  within  our  city  first-rate 
mechanics,  to  do  every  description  of  work  in  the  most  remote  degree  connected  with  the  building  and 
fitting  out  ships-of-war,  men -who  are  alike  distinguished  for  their  industry,  science,  and  integrity;  with 
numerous  and  extensive  ropewalks,  several  of  which  are  distinguished  for  the  superior  quality  of  the 
rigging  manufactured  by  them,  as  tested  bj'  the  experience  of  many  years.  Two  of  these  establishments 
are  constructed  ujjon  the  most  modern  and  approved  plans,  with  patent  machinery,  and  all  in  successful 
operation.  With  these  qualifications,  and  a  consciousness  that  Baltimore  is  eminently  calculated,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  great  local  advantages,  for  a  most  efficient  and  serviceable  establishment  of  the  kind, 
your  memorialists  feel  justified  in  recommending  it,  as  such,  to  your  consideration  and  notice.  It  is  not 
the  advantages  that  Baltimore  possesses  upon  which  alone  are  founded  her  claims  for  such  distinction. 
It  must  be  recollected  bj^  your  honorable  body  that  she  ranks  as  the  third  commercial  city  in  these  United 
States,  and  is  steadily  advancing  to  eminence  and  importance;  that  she  contributes  towards  the  support 
of  government  by  the  large  and  increasing  amount  of  import  and  tonnage  duties  which  she  annually 
pays  into  the  national  treasury.  Your  memorialists  have  it  from  the  very  best  authority,  the  average 
aggregate  annual  amount  of  receipts,  after  deducting  the  amount  paid  as  drawbacks,  for  the  last  three 
years,  exceeds  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  net  receipts,  from  the  flourishing  condition 
of  our  commerce,  will  far  exceed  this  amount  during  the  current  year.  While  your  memorialists  indulge 
a  conscious  pride  in  pointing  out  the  capacities  and  resources  of  Baltimore,  and  her  fiscal  importance  to  the 
Union,  it  is  with  equal  feelings  of  pleasure  they  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  patriotism  and  devotion 
of  her  people  in  the  most  gloomy  and  disastrous  periods  of  the  war — to  those  periods  of  national  calamity 
when  a  powerful  enemy,  rich  in  the  science  and  all  the  means  of  war,  was  directing  his  undivided  energies 
against  the  nation;  to' that  period  when  he  had  penetrated  to  the  Capitol,  and  laid  it  in  ashes;  a  period 
which,  even  now,  casts  a  gloom  over  the  patriot's  mind,  as  he  takes  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  awful 
verge  upon  which  the  fate  of  his  loved  country  rested;  a  treasury  exhausted,  the  enemy's  fleet  riding  in 
triumph  in  every  bay  and  river,  from  Washington  to  the  Capes;  his  armies  landing  wherever  they  listed, 
driving  the  peaceful  citizen  from  his  home,  and  in  many  instances  laying  waste  and  desolate  the  domicil 
that  had  prfetected  him  from  the  elements;  a  period  when  the  stoutest  hearts  were  palsied  with  fear  and 
trembling.  It  was  at  this  period,  and  under  those  circumstances  of  national  sufiering,  that  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore  generously  sealed  their  devotion  to  these  United  States  by  the  liberal  application  of  their 
treasures  and  their  blood,  to  extricate  their  country  from  the  disasters  and  difficulties  she  was  then 
encountering. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  your  himorable  body  to  the  sufferings,  privations,  and 
distresses  endured  by  our  citizens  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  war,  most  of  whom  will  be  bene- 
fited should  the  contemplated  navy  yard  be  established  at  this  port;  for  they  are  identified  with  the 
system  of  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  war. 

Your  memorialists  would  state  that,  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  peace  of  1815,  there  was  a 
small  navy  yard  located  at  this  port;  but,  although  it  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  or  magnitude  for 
its  influence  to  be  advantageously  felt,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  never  murmured,  though  several  of  her 
Atlantic  sisters  were  at  that  time  reaping  the  rich  harvests  of  extensive  establishments.  That,  small 
and  unimportant  as  it  was,  has  subsequently  been  withdrawn;  but,  as  others  are  now  to  be  erected,  and 
almost  every  Atlantic  State  has  an  establishment  of  the  kind  located  within  them,  your  memorialists 
respectfully  urge  the  claims  of  Baltimore,  as  the  emporium  of  Maryland,  for  a  portion  of  the  national 
patronage;  believing,  as  they  do,  in  all  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  due  regard  should  be  had  to 
its  equal  distribution. 

JOHN  B.  MORRIS,  President  First  Branch  City  Council. 
THO.  MOORE,  President  Second  Branch  City  Council. 

Th.  Phenix,  C/erk  First  Branch. 

R.  Wilson,  Clei-k  Second  Branch. 

Approved  February  9,  1826. 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY,  3Iayor. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   291.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OP  THE  PAY  AND  ALLOWANCES  OF  OFFICERS  OP  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY  13,   1826. 

Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Bepresentatives,  February  2,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have  been  directed,  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  request  of  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  information  on  the  following  points,  viz:  ■       ■     i    -i- 

What  is  the  highest  amount  of  compensation  paid  to  a  captain  in  the  navy,  while  in  service,  including 
allowances  and  emoluments  of  every  description;  and  what  are  the  particular  items  of  such  pay,  allow- 
ances, and  emoluments,  and  the  respective  amounts  of  such  items? 

What  is  tlie  like  amount  to  the  officers  in  service,  below  the  rank  of  captain? 

What  are  the  rules  established,  and  acted  upon,  in  relation  to  the  pay,  allowances,  and  emoluments 
to  officers  of  the  several  grades  in  the  navy,  while  in  service? 

VOL.  II -79  K 
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As  the  information  is  desired  by  the  committee  on  subjects  immediately  before  them,  and  requiring 
their  prompt  attention,  I  would  consider  it  a  favor  to  be  i'urnished  with  the  information  at  an  early  hour. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  STORRS. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Soi-thakd,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  Fehruary  4,  1826. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.  has  been  received.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  can  furnish  more  minute 
information,  respecting  the  pay  of  the  oflBcers  in  the  navy,  than  has  been  repeatedly  communicated  to 
Congress,  and  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  documents  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  and  on  the  files  of  the 
House. 

Permit  me  to  beg  your  attention  to  those  documents,  particularly  to  the  folloM'ing:  The  recapitula- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  naval  register  of  1826,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  and  which  shows  all  the  pay  and 
emoluments  which  officers  on  active  duty  at  sea  receive.  The  estimates  for  the  year,  which  are  annexed 
to  and  printed  with  the  report  to  the  President,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  which  show  all 
the  items  allowed  at  all  the  navy  yards  and  stations;  the  report  to  the  Senate  of  1st  January,  1825,  and 
which  shows  the  allowances  in  ail  other  cases,  except  at  yards,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  are 
made;  and  any  or  all  the  annual  reports  to  Congress,  for  years  past,  respecting  the  contingent  expenses. 
Every  dollar  received  by  any  officer,  for  any  object,  will  be  found  in  those  papers,  and,  as  I  have  believed, 
detailed  minutely,  clearly,  and  distinctly.  Their  object  was  expressly  to  communicate  the  information 
which  you  seek,  with  the  wish  that  every  member  might  have  in  his  hands  the  amount  of  the  allowances, 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  are  made. 

The  laws  of  Congress,  fi.xing  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  officers,  are  to  be  found  in  the  2d  volume 
Laws,  page  385,  and  3d  volume,  page  6.  The  recapitulation  referred  to,  will  be  found  to  agree  perfectly 
with  those  laws. 

That  I  may  present  you  results,  as  far  as  practicable,  I  enclose  paper  A,  which  is  a  statement  of  the 
sums  received  by  the  several  oflBcers  in  active  service,  calculating  the  ration  as  money  at  twenty-five 
cents. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  and  estimates  of  last  year,  which,  as  well  as  those  of  this  year, 
detail  all  the  allowances,  at  all  the  navy  yards,  and  exhibit  the  highest  amount  in  each  case.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  make  a  copy  in  writing,  as  it  will  be  easier  to  examine  the  printed  copy.  When  you  can 
spare  it,  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  enclosing  it  to  me. 

The  papers  thus  enclosed  and  referred  to,  furnish  an  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  in  your  letter. 
They  state  "the  highest  amount  of  covxpenmtion  paid  to  a  captain,"  and  all  "other  officers,"  while  in 
service,  "both  on  land  and  water;"  including  "allowances  and  emoluments  of  every  description;  and 
the  particular  items  of  the  pay,  allowances,  and  emoluments,  and  the  respective  amount  of  such  items." 
There  is  but  one  item  which  is  not  set  down  in  money,  although  it  is  embraced  in  the  amount — I  mean 
wood.  It  is  furnished  to  the  officers  in  kind,  not  in  money.  The  number  of  cords  is  therefore  mentioned, 
but  their  estimated  cost  is  included  in  the  amount  stated. 

In  answer  to  the  third  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

1st.  That  officers  on  active  service  at  sea,  and  on  leave  of  absence  from  such  service,  and  awaiting 
orders,  by  direction  of  the  Department,  for  such  service,  receive  the  full  pay  contained  in  paper  A.  The 
law  shows  the  amount  of  their  pay  and  rations;  and  no  "  rule"  is  necessary  to  be  applied  in  ascertaining 
what  it  is,  except  that  which  determines  the  value  of  the  ration,  when  it  is  received  in  money.  This  has, 
for  many  years,  been  fixed  at  twenty-five  cents;  and  the  reasons  for  valuing  it  at  that  sum  have  more 
than  once  been  presented  to  Congress,  and  especially  in  the  report  from  the  Department,  of  the  12th  Febru- 
ary, 1821.  While  on  ship  board  they  are  provided  bj-  the  government  with  all  the  quarters,  fuel,  candles, 
and  servants  Vi\i\c\\  their  situation  requires;  and  being  subjected  to  no  expense  for  these  objects,  no 
allowance  is  made  for  them.  There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  why  they  should  receive  any  compensation 
beyond  their  pay  and  rations,  and  no  "rule"  gives. them  any. 

2d.  Officers  on  furlough  receive  half  pay  and  no  rations.  The  "rule"  for  this  has  been  supposed  to 
be  fi.xed  by  the  law  itself     See  law  2lst  Ajnil,  1806. 

3d.  There  is  active  and  very  important  employment  for  officers  on  shore,  at  stations  and  navy  yards, 
where,  by  their  orders,  they  are  compelled  to  remain,  and  are  subjected  to  great  expense;  an  expense  to 
which  other  officers  are  not  subjected,  and  which  their  pay  would  not  meet.  The  principle,  therefore,  and 
rule  .of  the  government,  since  the  original  establishment  of  the  navy,  in  such  cases,  has  been,  to  make  an 
allowance  sufficient  to  pay  such  of  these  expenses  as  were  indispensably  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  do  their  duty.  And  the  mode  of  estimating  the  allowances  has  been,  to  obtain  the  best 
information  within  the  reach  of  the  Department,  of  the  cost  of  the  article  at  the  different  places,  and  be 
guided  by  it.  Thus,  an  officer  is  compelled,  by  the  order  of  the  government,  to  remain  stationary  at 
Brooklyn,  and  daily  to  perform  duty  at  the  navy  yard  at  that  place.  He  must  have  lodgings,  candles,  and 
firewood,  or  he  cannot  obey  the  orders;  or  if  he  have  not  servants  to  aid  him  in  his  labor,  both  public  and 
private,  he  caimot  constantly  attend  to  his  duty,  and  perform  the  services  demanded  of  him.  If  he  were 
obliged  to  procure  them  for  himself,  it  would  consume  the  whole  of  his  pay;  and  no  man,  but  he  who  had 
a  private  fortune,  and  chose  to  bestow  both  it  and  his  time  upon  the  public,  could  remain  in  the  navy. 
An  allowance  for  these  things,  therefore,  has  always  been  made;  but  this  allowance  is  not  intended,  nor 
is  it  believed  that  there  are  any  cases  in  which  it  operates,  as  an  emolument  or  addition  of  pay  to  the 
officer;  but  merely  of  a  satisfaction  of  the  expenses  to  which  the  order  of  the  government  had  exposed 
him.  Be  good  enough  to  look  at  the  estimate  for  the  year,  for  the  navy  yards,  and  you  will  at  once  per- 
ceive the  operation  of  these  principles. 

House  rent  is  allowed  where  there  are  no  quarters  in  the  yard  for  the  officers  to  live  in.  It  is  com- 
puted as  low  as  the  circumstances  of  the  place  will  permit.  At  Brooklj-n,  for  the  commandant  of  the 
yard,  nothing,  having  a  house;  for  the  master  commandant,  when  one  is  there,  $300;  for  the  lieutenant, 
$200,  and  so  on  for  the  rest.  See  the  estimate.  See  also  the  allowances  at  other  yards.  It  has  hereto- 
fore been  stated,  that  economy  requires  sufficient  buildings  at  each  of  the  yards  to  aS'ord  lodgings  to  the 
officers  at  it.     This  item  of  expenditure  would  not  then  be  necessary.     Wood  is  allowed  to  all  officers  so 
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circumstanced,  and  is  bought  as  low  as  the  agents  can  buy  it.  At  Brooklyn,  we  give  the  commandant 
oO  cords,  the  master  connnandant  20,  lieutenant  20,  &c.,  &c.  See  estimates  for  this  and  all  the  other 
yards. 

Candles  allowed  to  a  captain,  at  Brooklyn,  $65;  master  commandant,  $40;  lieutenant,  $20;  &c.,  &c. 
See  estimates. 

Servants — to  the  captain,  three  at  $8,  or  two  at  $12.  The  master  commandant,  two  at  $8.  Lieutenant, 
cue  at  $8.  The  servants  are  nmstered  on  the  books  of  the  yard,  and  liable  to  be  called  on  for  its  protection, 
&c.,  in  case  of  necessity.  Those  several  allowances  are  all,  and  are  believed  to  be  barely  sufBcient  to 
pay  for  their  objecte,  and  to  save  the  officer  from  actual  loss  in  obeying  his  orders.  These  places  and 
stations  are  sought,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  money,  but  as  a  change  of  duty,  and  to  enable  the 
officer  to  spend  a  part  of  his  time  with  or  near  his  family  and  private  interests.  Their  amount  is  expressly 
stated  in  the  estimates  of  the  last  and  present  year. 

These  allowances  being  made,  increase  the  annual  cost  of  the  naval  establishment;  and,  with  a  view 
to  as  much  economy  as  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject,  as  few  officers  are  now  placed  at  the  yards  as 
the  duties  to  be  performed  will  admit.  Indeed,  I  believe  the  impression  is  almost  universal  with  those 
who  have  to  do  the  duties,  that  too  few  are  assigned  to  them;  and  they  have  as  much  to  do  as  they  can 
well  perform.  If  it  were  not  for  the  necessary  increase  of  expense,  more  would  be  added,  to  make  their 
labors  less.  I  again  refer  to  the  estimates  of  the  present  year,  to  show  the  numbers  and  grade  of  officers 
at  each  yard.     There  are  no  other  alloxoances  at  yards  and  stations. 

By  the  item  in  the  appropriation  bills  which  enumerates  certain  contingent  expenses,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  some  other  payments  are  sometimes  made  to  officers,  such  as  traveling  expenses,  at  fifteen 
cents  per  mile,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  unnecessary,  I  presume,  to  repeat  them,  or  the  principles  on  which  they 
are  made.  They  will  bo  instantly  understood,  on  an  inspection  of  the  estimates  of  the  appropriation 
bill,  and  of  the  report  of  the  1st  of  January,  1825,  heretofore  referred  to. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  " 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storks,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  H.  of  B. 


A. 

Pay  of  commisaioned  and  ivarranted  officers  on  active  duty. 

Captain,  commanding  a  squadron,   $100  per  month,  and  16  rations  per  day;    all  rations,  when  paid  in 

money,  are  estimated  at  25  cents  each $2,660  00 

Captain    in  command  of  a  ship  of  32  guns   and  upwards,  $100  per  month,  and  8  rations  per 

day 1,930  30 

Captain  commanding  a  vessel  of  20,  and  under  32  guns,  $15  per  mouth,  and  6  rations  per 

day 1,447  50 

Master  commandant,  $60  per  month,  and  5  rations  per  day 1,116  25 

Lieutenant  commanding,  $50  per  month,  and  4  rations  per  day 965  00 

Lieutenant,  $40  per  month,  and  3  rations  per  day 153   15 

Midshipman,  $19  per  month,  and  1  ration  per  day 319  25 

Chaplain,  $40  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 662  50 

Surgeon,  $50  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 182  50 

Surgeon's  mate,  $30  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 542  50 

Sailingmaster,  $40  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 662  50 

Purser,  $40  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  daj' 662  50 

Boatswain,  $20  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 422  50 

Gunner,  $20  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 422  50 

Sailmaker,  $20  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 422  50 

Carpenter,  $20  per  month,  and  2  rations  per  day 422  50 


19th  Coxcress.]  No.  292.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  EXPENSES   OF  COURTS-MARTIAL  AND   COURTS  OF   INQUIRY,   FROM 
THE  1st  OF  JANUARY,   1824,  TO  FEBRUARY,   1826. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    14,     1826. 

Washington,  February  14,  1826. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  12th  ult.,  I  transmit  herewith 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  statements  relating  to  naval  courts  of  inquiry  and 
courts-martial,  since  the  first  of  January,  1824,  requested  by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Navy  Department,  February  13,  1826. 
In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  12th  of  Januaiy  last,  "that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  tg  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  an  ejcaet  account  of  the 
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expense  incurred  by  each  court-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of  any  officer  of  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  expense  of  each  court  of  inquiry  held  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  since 
the  1st  of  January,  1824;  stating  for  what  service  the  expenditures  were  incurred,  to  whom  paid,  and 
out  of  what  appropriation.  If  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter 
have  been  printed  by  said  Department,  out  of  what  fund  were  the  expenses  paid,  and  to  what  amount;" 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Fourth^^Auditor^the 
Treasury  which  contains  an  account  of  the  expenses  called  for.  ,  l-^H=^_ii8^S 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  further  to  state,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court-marual, 
in  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter,  have  been  printed  by  Davis  &  Force,  .of  tliis  city,  and  an  agreement 
made  with  them  that,  for  the  privilege  of  printing  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Department,  they 
should  furnish  as  many  copies  of  the  work  as  should  be  required  by  the  Department  at  one-half  the 
price  at  which  they  sold  it  to  others.  Under  this  agreement,  three  hundred  copies  were  taken  at  $1.25 
each  copy  making  for  the  whole  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  The  work  was  sold  to  others 
and  is  now  held  by  them  at  $2.50.  This  sum  of  $375  has  been  charged  to,  and  paid  out  of,  the 
appropriation  made  on  the  21st  of  February,  1825,  "  for  defraying  the  expenses  which  may  accrue  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- five,"  "for  printing  and  stationery  of  every  description." 
Some  of  the  300  copies  are  now  in  the  office,  others  have  been  sent  to  the  several  statitms,  navy  yards 
and  squadrons;  and  forty-eight  were  sent  on  the  4th  instant  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  that  body,  passed  on  the  2d  of  February. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Note.— The  table  showing  the  names  of  witnesses,  their  compensation  and  traveling  expenses,  in 
gross,  are  inserted  in  the  original  in  this  place,  but  are  here  omitted,  on  account  of  their  bulk  and 
■unimportance. 

Recajnt  Illation. 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Elnathan  Judson, 

""siu-geon .•  • .•••••.•;••••       ^^^^  ^^ 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  ot  Captain  Smith  and 

"^Lieutenant  Kennon 2,204  80 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Weaver, 
'^  Lieutenant  Warner,   Lieutenant  Wolbert,   Lieutenant  Sawyer,   Lieutenant  Conner,  and 

Lieutenant  Sands 2,147  12 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R. 

Sands,  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Franklin 210  00 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court-martial  in   the  case  of  Lieutenant  Carter, 

Sailing  Master  Mull  and  Midshipman  Van  Dyke 201  50 

Aggregate  amount  of  the   expenses  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case   of  Captain  David 

Porter •. 2,242  35 

Aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Captain  David  Porter.  .       2,997  80 
Aggregate    amount  of  the    expenses    of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Captain  Stewart, 

Lieutenant  Ramage,  Lieutenant  Whitlock,  and  Lieutenant  Hunter 7,859  05 

Total  amount •• $18,977  62 


T.  WATKINS. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor'^  Office,  February  6,  1826. 


1  9th  Congress.]  No.  293.  [1st  Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM  BY  A  CITIZEN   EMPLOYED  BY  A   NAVAL  OFFICER  IN  A   SURVEY  OF  THE 
COAST,  FOR  EXPENSES  OF  SICKNESS   CONTRACTED  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

communicated   to   the    house    of   representatives    FEBRUARY   20,    1826. 

Mr.  HoLcoMBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ed.  L.  Young, 
of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner,  in  the  years  1819  and  1820,  was  employed  by  Captain  Elliot,  of  the  navy,  in 
assisting  to  survey  a  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  the  United  States;  that  whilst  thus  employed,  owing 
to  excessive  fatigue  and  exposure,  he  contracted  a  violent  illness,  for  the  expenses  of  which,  and  for  loss 
of  time  consequent  thereon,  he  prays  relief. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive,  upon  any  proper  principle,  or  precedent  established  by  this  govern- 
ment, that  such  relief  sliould  be  afforded,  and,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  res(jlution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Ed.  L.  Young  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.  294.  [1st  Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATOR  OP  LIEUTENANT  THOS.  G.  TILLINGHAST,  LATE 
AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  SLOOP-OF-WAR  WASP,  FOR  PRIZE  MONEY  AND  RELIEF  FROM 
A  JUDGMENT. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES   ILUICH    1,    1826. 

Mr.  Sands,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  H.  Tilling- 
hast,  administrator  of  Thomas  G.  Tillinghast,  late  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp, 
praying  for  his  right  of  $50,000,  voted  by  Congress  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  officers  on  board 
that  ship,  and  for  his  pay  for  his  services,  unsettled  for  the  want  of  vouchers;  and,  also,  that  the 
money  paid  on  a  suit  instituted  against  him  by  the  Navy  Department  may  be  refunded,  reported: 

That  Lieutenant  Tillinghast's  proportion  of  the  $50,000,  voted  by  Congress,  and  twelve  months' 
pay  for  the  unsettled  account,  for  the  want  of  vouchers,  have  both  been  paid  by  the  Navy  Department, 
and  tliat  the  suit  instituted  against  him  for  $505.42,  was  for  a  balance  due  from  Lieutenant  Tillinghast, 
as  settled  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor. 

And  they,  therefore,  report  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  295.  [1st  Session. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  PRISONERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  CREW 
OF  THE  FRIGATE  CHESAPEAKE,  IN  THE  ACTION  WITH  THE  BRITISH  FRIGATE  SHAN- 
NON, IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH   1,   1826. 

Navy  Department,  February  24,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  "the  names  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Chesapeake,  who  were  killed  or  wounded  at  the  time  of  her  capture  during  the  late  war."  There 
is  no  document  in  this  Department  showing  "the  names  of  those  who  were  afterwards  confined  in  the 
hospital  at  Halifax  on  account  of  the  wounds  received  in  the  engagement." 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  carried 
to  Halifax  as  prisoners  of  war. 

These  two  papers  contain  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  on  the  subject  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  9th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 


Hon.  John  W.  Taylor,  Speaker  of  the  Houi^e  of  Representatives. 


CHAS.  HAY,  Chief  Clerk. 


turn  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the   United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  James  Laivrence,  Esq.,  Cap- 
tain, in  the  action  with  the  British  frigate  Shannon,  on  the  \st  of  June,  1813. 

killed. 

Names.  Rank. 

Edward  I.   Ballard Acting  lieutenant. 

William  A.   White Sailingmaster. 

Pollard   Hopewell Midshipman. 

John  Evans Midshipman. 

Courtlandt  Livingston Midshipman. 

Abraham    Cox Ordinary  seaman. 

George    Craton Boy. 

Sterling  Clark Seaman. 

Daniel   Burnham Quartermaster. 

Alexander  Marino Ordinary  seaman. 

Thomas  Evans Ordinary  seaman. 

John  Miller Seaman. 

Daniel  Martin Seaman. 

Robert  Bates Seaman. 

James  Woodbury Quartermaster. 

William  Russell Seaman. 

Harris    Ball Ordinary  seaman. 

Andrew  Williams Sean\an. 
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Names.  Rank. 

Joseph  Simonds ." Scamau. 

John  W.  Duggiii   Ordinary  seaman. 

David  Bias Seaman. 

Henry  Munr(je Seaman. 

Josiah   Shatfield Seaman. 

John    Philips Seaman. 

Benjamin  Esday Ordinary  seaman. 

John  Reed,  2d Seaman. 

Michael  Kelley Quartergunner. 

Samuel    Mullen , Ordinary  seaman. 

Michael    Sawyer Ordinary  seaman. 

James    Betton Seaman. 

John  Carter Boatswain's  mate. 

John   Crabb    Seaman. 

Samuel  M.  Perkins Ordinary  seaman. 

Joseph  Judith Seaman 

John  Jones Scamau. 

Christopher  Houston Seaman. 

3Iari7ies. 

Names.  Rank. 

James  Broom First  lieutenant. 

Tliomas   Wheaton Private. 

Benjamin  Morrison Private. 

John  Mulligan Private. 

John  German Private. 

John  Huntress Private. 

James    Traenor Private. 

Jacob  Preston Private. 

Philip  Bryant Private. 

Redmond  Berry Private. 

Robert   Standley Private. 

Delaney  Ward Private. 

Total  killed 48 

WOUNDED. 


Remarks. 


James  Lawrence . . . 
Augustus  C.  Ludlow 

George  Budd 

William   Cox 

Samuel  Livermore . . 

Francis  Nichol 

Walter  Abbott 

William  A.  Weaver 
Edmund  M.   Russel. 

William  Berry 

Peter  Adams 

James  Sprout 

John  Appleton 

Peter  Quantiu 

James  Butler 

John  Johnson 

■John  Peterson 

Thomas  Sterling.  .. 
Jefiferson  Griffith .  . . 

Peter  John 

James  A.  Lewis.  .  . . 

John  Smith 

Joseph  Weyland.  . . 
Francis    Symonds . . 

Forbes  Dela 

Eliphalet  Carr 

Thomas  Flanagan.. 
John  Hodgman .... 
Francis  Franklin . . . 

Henry  Hyde 

Alexander  Grant.  .. 

Enoch  Hacket 

Andrew  Mercer. . .  . 

John  Talman 

James   Parker 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Acting  lieutenant 
Acting  chaplain.  . 

Midshipman 

Midshipman 

Midshipman 

Midshipman 

Midshipman 

Boatswain 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartermaster .  . . 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  .  . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman ■ 

Quartergunner    . . 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman •, .  . . 

Seaman 

Seaman 


Since  dead. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Dangerously. 

Severely. 

(  Dangerously. 

j  Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Since  dead. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Since  dead. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Severely. 
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Wounded — Continued. 


Remarks. 


EbenezerDay 

Giles  Cone 

Andrew  Vandemear.  . 

yamuol    Hatton 

Darby   Lee 

John   Hunt 

Kola  Peters 

Robert  May 

Thomas  Finuegan. . .  . 

Joseph  Vaughan 

John  Devo 

Noah  Dearborn 

John    Rollins 

Charles    Sargent 

William   Metcalf 

Charles  Thompson. .  .  . 
Abraham  Richardson. 

James    Durfee 

Thomas  Smith,  2d. . . . 

John  Veazy 

Lewis  Hanscom 

William   Hubar 

John  Giles 

Benjamin  Sumner. . . . 
William  McAiFerty.  . . 

Thomas  Kouse 

Marcus  Mansel 

John  Dezink 

John  Peters  wing 

William  Peterson .  .  .  . 

William  Stewart 

Asa  Newhall 

Alexander  Brown . . . . 
Mathias  Douglass. . .  . 

John  McNiel 

John   Crutchett 

Thomas  Jones,  2d. . . . 

John  Caldwell 

William  Gardiner. .  .  . 
Thomas  Jackson,  2d. . 

John  Kegan 

Michael   Twee 


John   Twiss 

William  Harris.  .  . . 

William  Dixon 

Richard  Hofifniau.  .  . 

James  Brown 

Joseph  Twiss 

George   Upham . . . . 

John  Crippen 

Samuel  Jackson 

John   Johnson 

John  Wright 

Miles  Morris 

Matthias  Wolberry. 

Warren  Fogg 

Thomas  Johnson. . . 

George    Clyne 

Joseph  Crane 

William  Lewis. . .. 

John  Livre 

John  Brady 


Ordinary  seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Sailmaker's  mate 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Gunner's  yeoman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 

Quartergunner 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Seaman , 

Ordinary  seaman 

Sergeant   

Sergeant   

Corporal 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private j 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 

Private 


Severely.     ■ 

Dangerously. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Since  dead. 

Since  dead. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly.      • 

Slightly. 

Dangerously. 

Severely. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Dangerously. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Dangerously. 

Since  dead. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 


Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Since  dead. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Dangerously. 

Severely. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 

Slightly. 

Severely. 


Total   wounded 96 


Halifax,  June  15,  1813. 


R.  C.  EDGAR,  Surgeon. 
T.  J.  CHEW,  Purser. 
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Muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  vien  belonging  to  the  late  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  ivho  were  carried 
to  Halifax  as  prisoners  of  war. 


Names. 


George  Budd  

Richard  C.  Edgar 

Francis  Nichols 

Walter  Abbott 

James  W.  Forrest 

Wm.  Randolph 

D   Higinbotham 

Wm.  A.  Weaver 

Horatio  Beatty 

Wm.  Steele 

James  A.  Custis 

Edmund  M.  Russell 

George  Miller 

William  Thompson 

Thomas  Burseil 

Benjamin  Gold 

William  Martin 

John  Williams 

Joseph  Allen 

Moses  Stephens 

Benjamin  Osgood     .  .  . . 

Joseph  Stephens 

AVilliam  Thompson,  2d. 

Perry  Yearman 

William  Brown,  2d 

Oliver  Cromwell 

James  Spourt 

Harvey  Howard 

Sylvester  Stacey 

John  Appleton 

John  Orr 

Elias  Beall 

Joseph  Goodall 

Henry  Foster 

Peter  Quartin 

James  Butler 

John  Watson 

Joseph  Pitcher 

William  Thomas    

Green  Camp 

Wilson  Benight 

Ceesar  Black 

John  Johnson 

George  Daw 

Philip  Bertram 

George  Williams 

Henry  Ensign 

Levi  Waterman 

Abijah  Davis 

John  Peterson 

John  Chappell,  1st  ... 

Thomas  Sterling 

Richard  Williams,  2d. 

John  Monday 

Peter  Davis 

Robert  Spencer 

Jefferson  Griffith 

Joseph  Wells 

Henry  C.  Minor 

Christian  Carlson  . . . . 

Peter  Labroder 

Peter  John 

Nicholas  Johnson  .  . . . 

George  North 

John  Pressy 

John  Lee   

James  A.  Lewis 

Lewis  Francis 

Christian  Cook 

John  Demidofi' 

George  Cawdell 


Lieutenant 

Surgeon   

Midshipman 

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

do  

Carpenter 

Sailmaker 

Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Ordinary  seaman. .  . . 

do- 
do 

Boy 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Quartermaster 

Gunner's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  yeoman 
Ordinary  seaman. .  . 

Boy 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . 

do 
do 
Boy 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus, 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


< 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Agi 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 
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Muster  roll — Continued. 


Remarks. 


Haffiel  White 

George  Fernandez.  . . 
William   Frederick  . . 

William  Day 

Anthony  Joseph 

Patrick  Brooks 

Thomas  Lindley 

John  Smith 

Ebenezer  Lord 

Joseph  Wheyland  . . . 
Benjamin  Simonds. . . 

Samuel  Hays 

Henry  Smith 

John  Hill 

John  Dale 

Joseph  Chcdinan  .... 
Matliow  Koutiier.  .  . . 

Jonathan  Shaw 

John  AVood 

Robert  Holmes 

John  Brown 

James  Sperrin 

John  Scott 

John  Smith 

John  Joice 

Charles  Wilford 

Andrew  Sampson  .  .  . 

John  Brice 

Peter  Penyman 

Eliphalet  Carr 

Francis  Williams  .  . . 

Christian  Nelson 

Benjamin  Landers  .  . . 

Robert  Perkins 

Hatch  Oakman 

Joseph  Witcher 

Michael  Grace 

Lambert  Flowers. . . . 

Samuel  Gale 

Thomas  Turner 

Andrew  T.  Rogers . . . 
Thomas  Flanagan  .  . . 

Jolin  Buck 

Joseph  Russell 

Peter  Lingreen 

Francis  Franklin 

William  Leonard. .  . . 

Martin  Mathley 

Samuel  Webber 

Christian  Holmes. . . . 

Henry  Hyde 

Henry  White 

Thomas  Leonard 

Alexander  Grant. . . . 

Enoch  Hackett 

Magnus  Sparing  . . . . 

Andrew  Mercer 

John  Medley 

John  Thompson 

Paul  Limer 

John  Tallnian 

Joseph  Gale 

James  Parker 

Martin  Andeison    . . . 

Ebenezer  Day 

James  Waterman  .  .  . 

Stephen  Ball 

Andrew  Vandermear . 

Samuel  Hatton 

Samuel  Green 

Francis  Paris 

Jobn  White 

Henry  Simpson 


Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Boy 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

d.j      

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman  . 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman  . 

Seaman 

Cooper 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  yeoman. 

do  mate  . . . 

do  do    .  .  . 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . 
Boatswain's  mate. . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 

Cook 

Quartergunner 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.  . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman.  .  . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

do 

do 

Seaman 

Sailmaker's  mate. .  . 
Ordinary  seaman.  . . 

do 
Boy 


Returned 
Returned 
Returned 


to  Boston  per  Frederick 
to  Boston  per  Frederick 
to  Boston  per  Frederick 


Augustus. 
Augustus. 
Augustus. 


Returned 
Returned 
Returned 


to  Boston  per  Frederick 
to  Boston  per  Frederick 
to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


Augustus. 
Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


Returned 
Returned 


to  Boston  per  Frederick 
to  Boston  per  Frederick 


i\ugustus. 
Augustus. 


to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Gunner's  mate 
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Muster  roll — Continued. 


Thomas  Arthur 

Thomas  Barrett 

Joseph  Wright 

Charles  Reynolds 

Rola  Peters 

John  McNeir 

Joseph  Calhoon 

Samuel  RatcliflFe 

Stephen  June 

John  Douglas 

Robert  May 

Thomas  Finigau 

Joseph  Vaughau  

Francis  Commagee 

Thomas  Gibson - 

Peter  Thompson 

John  Sieve 

Henry  Stainback 

Noah  Dearborn 

John  Rollins 

Abraham  Cutler 

Charles  Sargent 

Salmon  Goodrich 

Edward  N.  Thayer 

Thomas  Gould 

William  Metcalf 

John  Price,  2d 

Murty  Collins 

William  Philips 

James  Peterson 

Charles  Thompson 

Abm.  Richardson 

James  Durfee 

Thomas  Smith,  2d 

Charles  Eastland 

John  Vezy 

Mark  Ferauld 

Jonathan  Walker 

Daniel  Croxford 

Henry  R.  Goodwin 

William  Hubar 

William  Brown,  3d 

Matthew  Rogers 

Nathaniel  Coles 

Andrew  Dunham 

Hammond  Bush 

John  McNey 

Aaron  Jackson 

Peter  Frost 

John  Coursey 

Florence  Crawley 

John  Giles,  alias  Gerald. 

Luke  Sherburn 

John  Carlton 

Philip  Blake 

Benjamin  Trefethan 

Benjamin  Sumner 

Joseph  Pike 

David  Abbott 

Joseph  Sanders 

Andrew  Cunningham  . .  . 

Jacob  Ellsworth 

JohnDix 

William  Swift  .  . : 

Halsey  Carey 

William  R.  Ruse 

William  M'Cafferty 

Lewis  Doyle 

Luther  Eldridge 

Francis  Williams,  2d  . .  , 

Thomas  Levinus 

Thomas  Jones 

Isaac  Smith 


Rank. 


Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Boy 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Gunner's  yeoman. 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Armorer 

Midshipman 

Seaman 


do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Quartergunner  .  . . 

Seaman 

Quartergunner  .  . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartergunner  .  . . 

Seaman 

Boy 

Seaman 

do     

Gunner 

Boatswain's  mate 

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Boy  . .  .* 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 
Quartergunner  . . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Surgeon's  mate  .. 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

Quartermaster  . . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 
Seaman    


Remarks 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustu 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus.  I 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus,] 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus, 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus, 


Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus, 
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Names. 

Rank. 

Remarks. 

William  Parker 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartermaster 

fJonro-o  OiflTnrd    

Bov        

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

AViUiam  Wainwright 

William  Worthington 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

do     

Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do 

do 

Ordinary  seaman 

d(j                      

do                      

do                      

William  Gordon 

William  Perrv   

AAT'illinin  Pf tprqoTi 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

John  Elbiirn          

do 

do 

do     

do     

Michael  Tivyly,  alias  Tivea. . . 

do       

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do 

do 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do     

Michael  Douglass 

James  Denny.., 

Charles  Sherlock 

Ordinary  seaman 

do     ...            

do 

William  Small     

do     

fjpnro-p  Mills           .          

do     

do 

do     

do     .                 .... 

nhnrlp«  Wpsstpi-hprP"     

do 

do     

do     

William  Jones     

do       

John  Crutchett 

do                                 

Robert  Millikin    

do                              ... 

do     

do     

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do       

James  Tompkins 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

do 

AVilliam  Gardiner 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

Thomas  Jackson   2d    .    .    . 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Agnes. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henrj'. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

William  Cox 

Acting  lieutenant 

William  M'Kenney 

Josiah  Rainsford 

Ab'ni  W  Blanchard 

Steward 

(Jlerk                     

Russell  Baldwin 

Acting  midshipman 

Benjamin  FoUett          

Acting  midshipman 

do                          

Edward  Parker 

Bov        

Returned  to  Boston  per  Henry. 

William  Jordan 

Boy                        

Esaw  Himan 

Captain's  steward 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

William  Berry 

JohnTwiss 

Sergeant  marines 
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Muster  roll — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Remarks. 

Richard  Hoffniau. 

Private 

do      

do                                       

Died  on  the  passage  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do 

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do      

John  Oru|)|i('r    

d( 

do     

d(i     

do     

do                    

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do       

Piivate 

Joseph  Smith 

do     

do     

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do                       

do       

do       

Sylvester  Holland 

do       

do       

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 
Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do                   

do 

William  Lewis 

do     

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

do       

do                                 

Pifer 

John  Livre 

Private 

John  Brady 

do     

Returned  to  Boston  per  Frederick  Augustus. 

THOMAS  I.  CHEW,  Purser. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  296. 


[1st  Session. 


ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVY  YARD  AT  CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CARO- 
LINA, AND  ON  THE  ST.  MARY'S  RIVER,  OR  AT  SAVANXAH,   GEORGIA,   ETC. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    2,     1826. 

Mr.  Stoers,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  have  been  directed,  by  resolution  of  the  House, 
respectively  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  Charleston,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  at  some  suitable  point  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  memorial 
'  of  the  mayor  and  alderman  of  the  city  of  Savannah  as  to  the  inquiries  directed  by  the  said  resolu- 
tion, and  so  much  of  the  said  memorial  as  prays  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  or  depot  at 
Savannah,  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  said  projects  so  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  establish  a  navy  yard  at  any  port  between  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  Cape 
Florida.  Before  a  navy  yard  can  be  judiciously  located  at  any  place  between  these  points,  on  the  coast, 
it  is  indispensable  that  further  surveys  should  be  made  of  harbors,  which  have  not  yet  been  minutely  and 
thoroughly  examined.  Among  these  are  Beaufort  in  South  Carolina,  and  Savannah  and  Brunswick  in  Georgia, 
for  the  survey  of  which,  the  committee  recommend  to  the  House  that  an  appropriation  be  made  of  the  sum 
of  eight  thousand  dollars.  This  amount  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  sufficient  to  cover  all 
the  expenses  incident  to  such  surveys. 

On  an  application  from  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  them 
that  the  survey  of  Charleston  and  St.  Mary's  did  not  enable  him  to  decide,  on  the  point  between  Hatteras 
and  Florida  Cape,  at  which  it  would  be  best  to  have  a  naval  establishment,  but  that  surveys  would  be 
necessary  of  Savannah,  Brunswick  and  Beaufort. 

R.  Y.  HAYNE,  Chairman  on  Naml  Affairs  of  the  Senate. 

See  also  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  annual  report  of  Dec.  2d,  1825,  page  15. 
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19THCnXGRKSS.]  No.    297. 


[1st  Ses.sion'. 

ON    THE    EXPEDIENCY    OF    ESTABLISHING   A   NAVY   YARD    ON   THE    RIVER   THAMES, 
IN    CONNECTICUT. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  2,  182G. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committc^e  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  wore  instructed,  by  a  rcsohitiou  of  the  6tli  of 
January  last,  to  inquire  inco  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  in  the  waters  of  the  river 
Thames,  in  the  State  of  Ct)nnecticut,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  establish  a  navy  yard  in  the  waters  of  the  river 
Thames,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


IOth  Congress.]  No.    293.  [1st  Session. 

ON    THE    EXPEDIENCY    OF    ESTABLISHING   A    NAVY   YARD    AND    STATION    ON    THE 
NARRAGANSET  BAY,  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    2,     1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of 
the  5th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  and  naval  station 
within  the  waters  of  Narraganset  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  establish  a  navy  yard  or  naval  station  in  the 
waters  of  Narraganset  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    299.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVY  YARD  AT  B.\LTLMORE,  MARYLAND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    2,     1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  mayor  and 
city  council  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  a  navy  yard  may  be  established  at  that  port,  and  who  were 
also  directed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  16th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diencj'  of  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  the  said  port,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  subjects  of  the  said  memorial  and  resolution  under  their  consideration,  and 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  navy 
yard  at  the  said  port.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  any  pressing  necessity  exists  at  this 
time,  which  calls  for  the  increase  of  the  number  of  navy  yards  north  of  the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake, 
and  if  it  shall  be  found  hereafter  expedient  to  increase  them,  it  will  first  be  necessary  to  obtain  com- 
plete surveys  of  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  coast.  The  committee  now  have  under  their  consideration 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  completing  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  as  recom- 
mended in  the  report  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  December,  1825,  and  by  the  President  communicated  to  Congress,  with 
his  message,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  and  they,  therefore,  deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  said  memorial.     They  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  memorial. 
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19th  Congress.] 


No.  300. 


[1st  Sessiok. 


ON   THE  ADDITIONAL   NAVAL   FORCE   REQUISITE   FOR  THE   PROTECTION  OF  THE  COM- 
MERCE OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH   BRAZIL  AND  BUENOS  AYRES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH   1,    182G. 

Navy  Department,  March  3,  1826. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  23d  February,  "that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  if  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  now  in  commis- 
sion, for  actual  service,  to  enable  him  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our  commerce  to  the  empire  of 
Brazil  and  to  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  whole  naval  force  in  commission 
being  engaged  on  other  stations,  what  additional  appropriation  will  be  required  for  this  object,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  estimates  have  been  formed  and  an  appropriation  bill  passed  for  the  support,  in 
commission,  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  three  frigates  of  the  first  class,  one  frigate  of  tlie  second  class,  six 
eloops-of-war  of  the  first  class,  three  sloops  of  the  second  class,  and  seven  brigs,  schooners,  &c. 

These  vessels  were  intended  to  be  distributed  in  the  following  manner: 

In  the  Ifediterranean — North  Carolina  74,  Constitution  frigate,  sloops  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  schooner 
Porpoise.  These  vessels  are  now  there,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  any  change  can  be  made,  with  safety 
to  the  public  interest,  by  withdrawing  any  part  of  this  force. 

Li  the  Pacific — the  frigate  United  States,  sloop  Peacock,  and  schooner  Dolphin.  The  Brandywine, 
now  in  commission,  will  be  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  relieve  the  frigate  United  States,  so  that  that 
vessel  will  return  about  the  close  of  the  year.  The  Peacock  must,  in  like  manner,  be  relieved  by  another 
sloop-of-war,  and  it  was  intended  to  send  an  additional  vessel  of  that  class,  making  in  all  a  frigate,  two 
sloops  and  a  schooner, — a  force  which  cannot  be  diminished  with  safety  to  our  commercial  interests  in 
that  ocean. 

In  Die  Wed  Indies  we  have  the  frigate  Constellation,  corvette  John  Adams,  sloop  Hornet,  brig  Spark, 
and  schooners  Shark,  Grampus  and  Fox,  to  which  may  be  added  the  corvette  Cyane,  intended  for  that 
station  at  the  expiration  of  her  present  cruise  on  the  coast  of  the  Brazils  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  recol- 
lections of  the  last  two  years  admonish  us  that  any  part  of  this  force  cannot  be  withdrawn.  It  could  be 
sent  to  no  place  where  our  interests  are  in  greater  jeopardy.  Indeed,  the  impression  is  not  feeble  that 
we  ought  to  increase  it  without  delay. 

This  distribution  of  the  force  leaves  but  a  single  sloop-of-war  in  commission,  which  is  not  specifically 
attached  to  and  employed  in  the  protection  of  commerce  upon  and  near  some  station.  Separate  service, 
and  objects  of  a  general  nature,  will  certainly  employ  that  one. 

It  may,  therefore,  in  answer  to  the  resolution,  be  stated  that  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  ves- 
sels, now  in  commission  for  actual  service,  to  enable  the  Department  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our 
commerce  to  the  empire  of  Brazil  and  to  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  believed  that  an  additional 
frigate  and  two  sloops-of-war  would  be  necessary  for  that  object,  and  an  estimate  is  herewith  transmit- 
ted, marked  A,  of  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  one  of  the  second  class, 
and  one  sloop-of-war. 

The  appropr  ation  which  shall  be  made  by  Congress  will  determine  the  character  and  number  of  the 
vessels  which  will  be  put  in  commission  for  that  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  communications,  recently  received,  marked  B,  C,  D,  and  E, 
recommending  the  employment  of  an  additional  naval  force,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


showing  the  annual  expense,  for  one  year,  of  a  frigate  of  the  first  and  second  class,  and  of  a  sloop-of- 
war,  exclusively  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  commission  and  warrant  officers,  but  including  the  expense 
of  outfits. 


Frigate,  44. 

Frigate,  36. 

Sloop. 

$53,772  00 

30,043  75 

2,000  00 

.50,000  00 

16,000  00 

$44,616  00 

29,930  90 

1,600  00 

45,000  00 

12,000  00 

$17,712  00 
11,223  75 

Provisions 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores ". 

1,000  00 

Outfits  to  be  appropriated      

20,000  00 

Wear  and  tear  under  head  of  "repairs"       ... 

8,000  00 

$157,815  75 

$133,146  00 

$57,935  75 

Washington,  February  15,  1826. 
Sir:  Intelligence,  apparently  authentic,  having  reached  this   country  of  the  existence  of  a  state  of 
war  between  the  governments  of  Brazil  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  La  Plata,  the  undersigned,  on 
behalf  of  their  constituents,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  consequences  likely  to  result  from  the  war 
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between  these  governments.  The  uniform  course  of  events,  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  leaves  no  doubt 
of  the  fact  that  the  coasts  and  waters  of  the  countries  at  war  will  instantly  swarm  with  privateers,  and 
pirates  assuming  their  character,  and  that  the  commerce  of  neutral  powers  will  become  the  indiscriminate 
prey  of  their  rapacity.  To  prevent  the  vexatious  delays  and  losses  which  must  ensue,  the  undersigned, 
on  behalf  of  their  constituents  engaged  in  commerce  with  Rio  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  ports  of 
the  government  of  Brazil,  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  dispatching  forthwith  a  respectable  naval  force,  to  protect  the  American  navigation  from 
the  interruption  and  insults  to  which  it  must  otherwise  be  exposed  in  that  quarter.  Leaving  all  further 
considerations  of  the  urgency  of  this  step,  or  of  the  amount  of  force  required  by  the  exigency  of  the  occa- 
sion, the  undersigned  beg  leave  to  sign  themselves. 

With  great  respect,  your  faithful,  humble  servants, 

JOHN   REED. 

JOHN  BAILEY. 

JOHN  DAVIS. 

H.  W.  DWIGHT. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

B.  W.  CROWNIXSHIELD. 

SAMUEL  LATHROP. 

SAMUEL  C.  ALLEN. 

JOHN  VARNUxM. 

AARON  HOBART. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

JOHN  LOCKE. 

FRANCIS  BAYLIES. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


C. 

Boston,  Fehrxiary  20,  1826. 

Sih:  The  existing  war  between  the  Brazilian  and  Buenos  Ayrean  governments,  it  is  feared,  by  the 
merchants  trading  to  South  America,  both  on  this  side  and  beyond  the  capes,  and  to  India  and  China,  will 
be  put  in  great  hazard.  The  valuable  trade,  which  has  necessarily  to  pass  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
seat  of  war,  or  the  importance  and  value  of  this  trade,  does  not  require  to  be  remarked  upon.  It  is  believed 
much  of  the  danger  may  be  avoided,  should  the  government  think  proper  to  send  a  respectable  force,  to 
cruise  off  the  coast  from  the  La  Plata  to  northwardmost  part  of  the  Brazilian  territory,  with  orders 
occasionally  to  show  itself  at  Buenos  Ayres,  Montevideo,  Rio  Janeiro,  Pernambuco,  &c.  Many  privateers 
will  be  fitted  out  on  both  sides;  and  however  either  government  may  be  desirous  to  keep  them  within 
bounds,  as  respects  neutral  states,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  cannot  be  restrained  from  committing  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce,  particularly  in  cases  where  the  incitement  is  strong,  from  the  value  of  the  cargo; 
as  would  be  the  case  of  those  going  to  and  coming  from  India,  China,  and  the  southern  coast  of  America. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  small  force  would  rather  give  confidence  to  than  awe  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  prey  upon  us.  The  opinion  here  is  that  the  contest  will  be  soon  over;  but  that,  until 
such  is  the  case,  property  will  be  very  unsafe  in  those  seas. 

Gentlemen  have  thought  it  best  that  you  should  be  addressed  on  the  subject,  rather  than  to  memori- 
alize the  President;  should  your  opinion  be  in  accordance  with  ours,  a  suggestion  from  you  to  the 
Executive  would  produce  the  desired  effect. 

With  much  personal  regard,  and  with  sentiments  of  respect  from  those  who  join  me  in  the  application, 
and  at  whose  request  I  make  the  above  suggestion, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant.  T.  H    PERKINS. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Philadelphia,  March  1,  1826. 

Sir:  The  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  a  special  meeting  held  last  evening,  directed  me,  as 
tlieir  organ,  respectfully  to  represent  the  exposure  to  which  it  is  believed  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  trade  to  South  America,  will  be  exposed,  in  consequence  of  the  war  which  has  been  declared 
by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  against  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  solicit  in  their  behalf  such 
protection  from  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  the  government  in  their  wisdom  may  consider 
efifiCiive  and  competent  to  the  object. 

The  fostering  care  which  is  manifested  on  all  occasions  by  the  Naval  Department  towards  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  inspires  the  highest  confidence  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  there  will  be 
nothing  wanting  to  comply  with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community  which 
existing  circumstances  will  permit.  Notwithstanding,  it  is  viewed  as  a  duty  by  the  chamber  to  make 
known  the  apprehensions  which  are  excited  for  property  supposed  to  be  in  jeopardy,  and  to  co-operate 
with  their  fellow-citizens  in  other  seaports,  who  have  or  may  make  known  similar  apprehensions  to  the 
government. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Prondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Nauy. 
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Baltimore,  Ilarch  2,  1826. 

Sir-  It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  you  the  great  magnitude  of  our  commerce  with  the 
rich  and  extensive  empire  of  Brazil,  and  with  the  provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata;  that  its  importance  is 
enhanced  in  a  national  point  of  view,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  taking  off  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
produce  of  our  country  than  any  other  branch  of  our  South  American  trade;  that  owing  to  the  existing 
state  of  war  in  those  countries,  the  whole  of  this  valuable  commerce  is  left  to  the  mercy  oi  pirates,  priva- 
teers, and  men-of-war;  the  first  two  always  ready  to  depredate  on  the  property  of  any  nation,  and  the 
latter  but  little  disposed  to  respect  neutral  rights  (as  we  know  from  experience),  unless  awed  by  the 
presence  of  a  respectable  naval  force.  „  „     ,        ,  ,  ,  ^i  j- 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  city,  therefore,  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  expedi- 
ency of  immediately  dispatching,  not  only  a  respectable,  but  an  imposing  naval  force,  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  LORMAN,  Fresident  (f  fM  Baltimore  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Sol'thard,  Secretary  of  the  United  iSVates  Navij. 


19th  Congress.]  No    301.  [1st  Session. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  THE  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF- VACCINATION  IN  THE  NAVY. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  8,  182G. 

Navy  Department,  3Iarch  6,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  10th  of  February  last,  "that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  regulation.s 
have  been  adopted  by  that  Department  for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,"  reported: 

That  in  tlie  month  of  August,  1816,  the  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals  appointed  Doctor  Elnathan 
Judson  an  acting  surgeon,  (see  paper  A,)  and  instructed  him  "to  visit  the  several  ports  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinating  all  the  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  others  attached  to  the  United 
States  navy,  who  had  not  been  previously  secured  against  the  small-pox  by  that  salutary  operation," 
(see  paper  B.)  Orders  were  also  given  to  him  from  time  to  time  containing  directions  for  his  government; 
but  as  they  relate  principally  to  the  places  where  the  duties  were  to  be  performed,  it  is  not  considered 
necessary  to  annex  them  to  this  report.  Doctor  Judson  continued  to  act  under  his  appointment  until 
June  7,  1821,  (see  paper  C.) 

On  the  13th  June,  1821,  he  was  appointed  an  acting  surgeon  of  the  navy,  and  received  orders  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  similar  to  those  which  he  had  before  received  from  the  commissioners  of  the 
naval  hospitals,  (see  paper  D,)  and  he  continued  to  act  under  them  until  the  2d  October,  1824,  when  other 
duties  were  assigned  to  him.     Since  that  time  no  person  has  been  ordered  on  this  service. 

No  general  regulations  have  been  adopted  by  the  Department  for  the  encouragement  of  vaccination 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  other  than  those  which  relate  to  the  general  health  of  our  vessels,  as 
foui:d  in  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  navy,  page  44,  &c.,  and  especially  the  20th  article,  relating  to 
the  duty  of  surgeons,  (see  paper  E.) 

It  "is  considered  the  duty,  both  of  the  commanding  officer  and  the  surgeon,  to  see  that  every  precau- 
tion is  taken  both  to  prevent  and  arrest  contagious  and  other  diseases;  a  duty  for  the  faithful  jxTformance 
of  which  they  are  held  responsible.  The  small-pox  has  not  frequently  made  it.s  a])ii(';ir:uic('  in  mir  slii|is, 
though  instances  have  occurred,  the  most  recent  of  which  was  on  board  the  frigate  riiit(Ml  Shitrs,  in  tlio 
Pacific  ocean,  in  September  last,  by  which  one  seaman  was  lost,  and  several  others  siiU'ond  severely. 
At  the  last  advices,  health  had  been  entirely  restored  to  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  honorable  Speaker  cf  tlte  House  of  Be2)re)>entatives. 


Doctor  Elnathan  Judson: 

You  are  hereby  nppointed  an  acting  surgeon  under  the  act  establishing  naval  hospitals  in  the  United^ 
States,  and  you  will  l)e  entillcd  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  surgeon  in  the  navy  during  the  period  ot 
your  services  undei-  this  aij|)uiutment.  In  every  stage  of  your  operations  you  will  make  a  regular  report 
weekly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  number  and  description  of  the  persons  vaccinated,  and  con- 
sider yourself  subject  to  such  further  orders  as  the  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals  may  deem  expedient. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  5th  day  of  September,  1816. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

B.  M.  CROWNINSHIELD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Navy  Dki>artment,  Aiir/ud  1,  181G. 

Sir:  By  diroctinn  of  tho  lu.iMrnMi'  tlio  commissionors  of  naval  ln-spilals  ii,  the  I'nil.'.l  Stat.'s,  I  liave 
the  pleasure  el'  transniittin.^-  to  vmii  an  a|i|)i.inliiieiit  as  aetii),^-  siii'.i;'eo]i,  ;iii:l  y,,ii  -Avr  li..|vl.y  auilinrized  to 
visit  the  several  ports  of  tin'  initeil  Stales,  for  Uie  imrpose  (jf  vaeeiuatiiiy,-,  .i;'ratis,  with  the  hcst  vaccine 
matter,  all  the  seamen,  ordinary  scameii,  and  <ilheis,  attached  to  the  United  States  navy,  who  may  not 
previously  have  been  sccureil  a-'ainst  the  sinall-imx  by  that  salutary  operation.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
notify  your  acceptance  of  this  trust,  and  make  reports  of  your  progress  accordingly. 

Your  pay  will  be  determined  and  .settled  when  the  commissioners  shall  again  meet  upon  the  execution 
of  their  duties 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  BENJAMIN  HOxMANS. 

By  order  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals. 

Doctor  Elnathan  Judson,  New  York. 

Navy  Departmext,  Augud  22,  1816. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th,  current,   requesting  instructions  as  to  the  extent  of  your 
operations  under  your  commission,   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  immediate  appnintrneut  ' 
predicated  upon  the  several  principles  of  humanity  towards  that  useful  class  of  (dl 
will  therefore  give  public  notice  in  such  newspapers  as  may  be  disposed   to  favor  t 
apply  to  the  commanding  naval  offirers  pei-sonally,  for  such  an  exaininal  ion  n|'  the  niei 
to  whom,  of  course,  you  will   always  gi\-e  a   preference,  and  such   others  (jf  (he   clas 

apply,  you  will  not  turn  away.      You  will  pniceed  in  this  liusi)iess  as  your  own  g 1 

out,  and  notify  your  change  of  residence  from  time  to  time.     Your  [lay  will  be  settle 
sioners  meet,  and  the  mode  will  then  be  pointed  out. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  ROMANS,  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Eospitah. 
Doctor  Elanthax  Judson,  Acting  Hoqntal  Surgeon,  Philadelphia. 

Navy  Depart.ment,  October  28,  1816. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21th  inst.,  I  will  observe  that  your  appointment,  being  direct  from 
the  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals,  you  are  alone  subject  to  theii"»orders,  there  being  no  intermediate 
officer  between  them  and  yourself  in  the  establishment.  Being  thus  res|>onsilile  to  the  said  commission- 
ers, you  will  use  your  own  discretion  and  judgment  in  the  exercise  of  yiur  duties,  and  report  your 
progress  and  proceedings  regularly  for  their  approval,  as  well  as  to  show  tin-  innpin-  application  of  your 
time  and  attention  to  the  object  of  your  appointment.  In  the  letter  of  instructions,  of  the  22d  of  August, 
you  were  directed  to  apply  to  the  naval  commanding  officers  upon  the  several  stations;  therefore,  a  proper 
respect  for  them  would  point  out,  of  course,  a  compliance  with  their  requests,  when  the  good  of  the 
service  shall  require,  and  not  incompatible  with  your  immediate  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  ITOMANS,  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  cf  Naval  Hospitals. 
Doct.  Elnathan  Judson,  Acting  Hospital  Surgeon,  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  Sejitemher  8,  1817. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  August,  and  annual  report  of  persons  vaccinated,  have  been  duly 
received,  and  are  satisfactory  evidence  of  your  attention  and  zeal  in  performing  the  duties  assigned  you. 
Orders  will  be  transmitted  to  you  liy  the  next  mail,  in  relation  to  the  further  prosecution  of  j'onr  labors, 
and,  in  pursuance  of  which,  you  will  iinnn  dialely  ja^icc'cd  to  New  Orleans.  By  the  next  mail  you  will 
also  receive  a  remittance  of  six  hundred  dollars,  to  meet  your  expenses. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  by  onler  of  the  conmnssioners  of  naval  hospitals, 

BENJAMIN  IIOMANS. 
Doctor  Elnathan  Judson,  Acting  Hospital  Surgeon,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  September  9,  1811. 

Sir:  Your  proceedings,  thus  far,  under  your  appointment,  have  been  apjn-oved,  and  upon  receipt  of 
this  you  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  and  report  yourself,  to  the  connnauding  naval  officer  upim  that 
station,  as  acting  hospital  surgeon,  under  tho  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals.  In  so  reporting,  you  are 
not  to  consider  yourself  under  the  orders  of  any  officer,  or  the  control  of  any  surgeon  of  tho  United  States 
uavy;  your  authority  being  direct  from  the  honorable  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals,  for  the  purpose 
of  vaccinating,  with  pure  virus,  all  the  seamen  nf  the  United  States  navy,  and,  subsequently,  all  others 
who  may  apply  for,  or  be  willing  to  receive  the  benclit. 

In  reporting  to  the  commanding  otHeer  of  any  station,  you  will  request  from  him  an  order  to  the 
officers  under  his  command,  to  facilitate  your  operations,  and  to  have  their  men  all  mustered  for  the 
purpose  of  being  vaccinated;  and  you  will  report,  to  the  connuissioners,  any  obstructions  you  may  meet 
with  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  accordingly,  to  secure  the 
successful  issue  of  your  appointment.  By  exhibiting  your  authority  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
navy,  it  is  presumed  you  will  meet  with  every  attention  and  s\ip|i(ul  in  their  power  to  aff"ord. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  by  order  of  the  connuissioners  of  naval  h.'spitals, 

BENJAMIN   IIOMANS,  Secretary  to  the  Coynmissioners. 

Doctor  Eenathan  Judson,  Acting  Hospital  Surgeon,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

To  all  captains  and  commanding  officers  of  the  United  States  navy: 

Whereas,  The   commissioners  of  naval  hospitals  have  appointed  Doctor  Elnathan  Judson  a  surgeon 
in  the  hospital  establishment,  and  he  is  specially  charged  with  the  duty  of  vaccinatin,g  the  seamen  of  the 
VOL.  II 81  K 
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United  States;  therefore,  you  will  please  to  recognize  Doctor  Judson,  in  his  official  station,  permit  him 
to  examine  and  vaccinate  all  seamen,  and  others,  under  your  command,  and  aflford  to  him  generally  all 
the  facilities  and  aid  in  your  power  to  accomplish  those  important  objects,  of  which  he  will,  from  time  to 
time,  make  duo  report  to  the  Navy  Department. 

B.  W.  CROAVNINSHIELD,  Jcting  Commissioner  of  Naval  Hos<pilals. 
Navy  Departmext,  June  29,  1818. 


Navy  Department,  June  7,  1821. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date,  resigning  your  appointment  as  acting  surgeon  under  the  act  estab- 
lishing naval  hospitals,  has  been  received,  and  your  resignation  accepted;  and  we  avail  ourselves  of 
this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  the  duties  assigned  you  under  that  appointment  have  been  discharged 
with  fidelity,  and  to  our  entire  satisfaction;  and  we  hope  and  trust  j'our  services  will  contribute  very 
materially  to  exterminate  the  small-pox,  which  has,  in  times  past,  been  exceedingly  destructive  among 
our  seamen. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  S.  THOMPSON. 

M.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Dr.  Elnathan  Judsox,  late  Acting  Hospital  Surgeon.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  June  13,  1821. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  and  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  report  your- 
self to  tlie  commanding  naval  officers  of  each  of  these  stations,  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinating,  with  the 
best  vaccine  matter,  all  the  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  others  attached  to  the  United  States  navy, 
who  may  not  previously  have  been  ^Secured  against  the  small-pox.  The  commanding  naval  officers  will 
afford  you  all  the  facilities  and  aid  in  their  power  to  enable  you  to  accomplish  this  object. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
Dr.  Elnathan  Judson,  Acting  Surgeon  United  States  Navy.     Present. 

Navy  Department,  January  14,  1822. 
Sir:  You  will  visit  the  principal  seaports  in  the  United  States,  and  administer  gratuitously  to  all 
seamen,  who  may  not  be  secured  against  the  small-pox,  the  benefits  of  vaccination,  reporting  from  time 
to  time  your  change  of  station,  and  the  progress  made  by  you  in  the  discharge  of  the  special  duties 
assigned  to  you.  The  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  will  remit  to  you  your  pay  as  it  shall  accrue,  and 
make  the  same  allowances  in  the  settlement  of  your  account  as  were  done  heretofore,  when  you  were 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  hospitals. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Dr.  Elnathan  Judson, *S'M?-greon  United  States  Navy.     Present. 


E. 

"20.  He  shall  occasionally  inspect  tlie  crew,  and  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  origin  or 
progress  of  contagion;  on  the  appearance  of  which,  he  shall,  without  delay,  report  the  case  to  the  com- 
mander, in  order  that  a  timely  separation  may  be  made  of  the  sick  from  the  well,  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  have  a  tendency  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease." 


19th  Congress.]  No.   302.  [1st  SE-sstorf. 

ON  THE  UTILITY  OF  A  BREAKWATER  AT  THE  CAPES  OF  THE  DELAAYARE  TO  THE  VES- 
SELS  OF  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED   TO   THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    14,     1826. 

Navy  Department,  March  11,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  6th  of  February,  directing 
"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at  the  capes 
of  the  Delaware,  for  the  security  of  merchant  vessels  seeking  a  shelter  from  storms,  would  not  furnish 
important  advantages  to  tlie  navy  of  the  LTnited  States,  in  operations  offensive  and  defensive,  in  war  as 
well  as  in  building,  repairing  and  equipping  public  vessels  in  time  of  peace,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
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has  the  honor  to  report,  that  there  are  not  in  the  possession  of  this  Department  any  important  facts  other 
than  those  which  are  within  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  and  which  have  been  presented  to  Congress  in 
the  various  documents  relating  to  the  subject  which  occasioned  this  resolution. 

It  is  not  perceived  in  what  way  the  smaller  of  the  two  breakwaters  proposed  could  furnish  advanta- 
ges, of  any  description,  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  either  in  peace  or  war,  as  the  depth  of  water 
would  prevent  its  use  by  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  navy.  Nor  is  it  perceived  in  what  way  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  the  larger  of  the  two  breakwaters,  in  building,  repairing  and  equipping  vessels  in 
time  of  peace,  unless,  after  its  completion,  works  for  those  purposes  should  be  added. 

Of  the  expense  of  such  works  no  safe  estimate  can  be  formed  until  after  the  breakwater  is  com- 
pleted. Their  usefulness  must  depend  upon  the  sufficiency  of  our  navy  yards  and  depots,  which  are 
designed  for  those  purposes.  At  present  these  are  believed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  number  of  our  vessels 
and  the  wants  of  the  service,  and  that  it  would  not  be  expedient,  at  great  expense,  to  provide  another 
establishment,  unless  it  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  break  up  one  or  more  of  those  now  in  use. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  a  very  large  and  very  useful  navy  yard,  for  building  and  repairing,  might 
be  formed  there;  but  probability  is  all  that  can  be  reached  upon  the  subject  until  the  breakwater  is 
erected. 

The  advantages  which  the  navy  would  derive  from  the  larger  of  the  proposed  works,  are,  protection 
from  storms,  in  peace  and  war,  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent  as  merchant  vessels  on  that  part 
of  our  coast,  and  as  a  place  of  resort  for  security  from  a  superior  force,  where  a  junction  of  separate 
portions  of  our  own  forces  might  be  formed,  and  from  which  an  attack  might  be  advantageously  made 
on  an  enemy  cruising  on  the  coast. 

These  advantages  will  be  estimated  highly  when  the  nature  of  our  coast,  and  the  distance  from  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  head  waters  of  New  York  and  New  England,  are  considered. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  hei-ewith  transmitted,  will  present  their 
views  upon  the  subject. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativest. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  February  7,  1826. 

Sir:  The  small  breakwater,  or  partial  harbor,  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  afford  any  pro- 
tection or  shelter  to  the  vessels  of  the  navy.  There  is  not  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  even  for  the  class 
of  sloops-of-war.     It  could  not,  therefore,  become  a  place  of  resort  for  our  vessels  either  in  peace  or  war. 

The  large  breakwater  in  contemplation  may,  in  many  views,  be  cousidered  as  offering  important 
advantages  to  the  vessels  of  our  navy  cruising  along  or  approaching  the  coast.  If  cruising  near  the 
capes  of  the  Delaware,  on  the  appearance  of  an  easterly  storm,  vessels  could,  and  would  no  doubt  avail 
themselves  of  such  a  harbor  to  ride  out  the  storm  in  safety,  instead  of  contending  with  it  on  the  ocean, 
where  great  damages,  possibly  a  total  loss,  might  occur.  Without  such  a  safe  harbor  to  bear  up  for, 
where  they  might  find  protection  against  the  storm,  and  shelter  against  the  ice,  they  would  continue  at 
sea  and  contend  with  its  furies,  in  preference  to  contending  with  the  dangers  of  the  ice.  Hence,  it  is 
evident  that,  in  time  of  peace,  the  large  breakwater  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  vessels  of  our  navy. 

In  a  state  of  war  these  advantages  would  be  greatly  increased.  A  vessel  of  our  navy,  falling  in 
with  a  superior  force,  might  be  saved  by  retreating  to  such  a  harbor,  where  protection  against  the  enemy, 
and  the  winds  and  ice,  would  be  found.  For  want  of  such  a  harbor,  a  vessel  might  be  captured  or 
stranded  in  an  effort  to  avoid  a  superior  force.  Greatly  more  important  will  these  advantages  appear 
when  considered  in  reference  to  a  squadron  or  fleet  of  our  vessels.  Such  a  squadron  cruising  between 
New  York  and  the  Chesapeake,  where  an  enemy's  squadron  might  also  be  cruising — suppose  a  storm  to 
arise  before  the  two  squadrons  can  meet — ours  could  find  shelter  from  the  storm,  while  that  of  the  enemy 
would  be  completely  exposed  to  it;  and,  when  the  storm  should  subside,  our  squadron  would  proceed  in 
search  of  the  enemy,  who,  being  most  probably  in  a  crippled  state,  would  be  easily  found  and  easily 
vanquished. 

Again,  suppose  an  enemy's  squadron  to  be  cruising  between  New  York  and  the  Chesapeake,  and 
that  we  have  a  squadron  lying  at  New  York,  and  another  at  Hampton  Roads — each,  singly,  inferior,  but, 
when  united,  equal  or  superior  to  the  enemy;  a  junction  becomes  important  to  enable  us  to  contend  with 
the  enemy;  and,  in  order  to  effect  it,  one  of  these  squadrons  sails  for  the  port  where  the  other  may  be 
riding;  on  its  passage  thither  it  falls  in  with  the  enemy,  and  is  pursued  by  him,  but  has  time  to  arrive  at 
the  great  breakwater,  which  it  enters,  and  is  saved  by  the  protection  which  that  work  would  afford. 

Many  other  views  might  be  taken,  but  it  is  presumed  that  those  mentioned  will  be  sufficient. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Socthaed,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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19th  CnNGRF.ss.]  No.    303.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE    NECESSITY  OF    INCREASING    THE    NAVAL    FORCE    FOR    THE    PROTECTION    OP 
THE  COMMERCE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  BRAZIL  AND  BUENOS  AYRES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    17,     1826. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflftiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  3d  instant,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  2od  of 
February  last,  inquiring  "if  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  now  in  commission  for  actual 
service  to  enable  him  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our  commerce  to  the  empire  of  Brazil  and 
to  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  whole  naval  force  in  commission  being 
engaged  on  other  stations,  what  additional  appropriation  will  be  required  for  that  object,"  reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  so  refeiTed  to  them  by  order  of  the  House  under  their  consideration, 
and,  in  their  opinion,  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  the  protection  of  its  com- 
merce, requires  that  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  fitting  out  a  naval  force  adequate  to  their 
security  from  aggression  by  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  governments  now  at  war  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  South  America.  It  appears,  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  nc|i;irtiii(Mit,  that 
the  means  now  in  the  power  of  the  government  will  not  enable  that  Dei)artment  to  all'iird  this  protection 
to  our  commerce  in  that  quarter,  without  withdrawing  a  naval  force  from  other  stations,  where  it  cannot 
be  diminished  with  safety.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  force  to  be  sent  on  this  service  should 
not  be  less  than  a  frigate  of  the  first  or  second  class,  and  two  sloops-of-war.  The  Guerriere  can  be  pre- 
pared for  sea  in  ninety,  the  Congress  in  sixty,  and  the  Macedonian  in  fortj'-five  days,  and  two  sloops-of-war 
in  about  sixty  days. "  To  enable  the  government  to  fit  out  one  of  these  frigates  and  two  sloops-of-war, 
the  committee  have  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
that  object. 


Navy  Department,  March  11,  1826. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  which  will  explain  the  situation  of  the  vessels,  and  the  time  required  to 
fit  them. 

I  also  enclose  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  of  supporting  a  ship  of  each  class.  The  clerk  did 
not  understand  me,  and  made  the  statement  embrace  the  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  which  is  not 
done  in  the  paper  A,  annexed  to  the  report.  It  is  now  too  late  to  cor.ect  the  error,  but  a  short  explana- 
tion will  relieve  from  the  difficulty. 

The  paper  A  states  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  vessels,  exclusive  of  commissioned  and  warrant 
officers. 

The  paper  B,  from  the  line  which  is  drawn  across  it,  gives  the  items  of  that  expensG,  so  far  as  pay 
and  subsistence  is  concerned.     By  adding  them  up,  you  will  perceive  the  amounts  agree. 

Paper  B  gives  all  the  expense  of  pay  and  snlisistcucc  of  all  llic  nllirers.  The  commissioned  and 
warrant  olficers  were  not  embraced  in  A,  because  the  suii]>nrt  df  them  is  provided  for  in  the  annual 
appropriation  bill.     The  others  are  employed  when  the  vessels  are  put  in  commission. 

The  item  of  provisions  in  A,  is  formed  by  taking  each  ixrson  on  board  the  vessels,  and  calculating 
one  ration  for  each  at  twenty-five  cents.  Thus  you  will  perceive  that  in  a  frigate  of  the  first  class  there 
are  of  olficers,  seamen,  &c.,  436  persons;  multiply  this  by  the  days  in  the  year,  365,  and  divide  by  four, 
and  you  have  the  amount  in  dollars,  of  that  item  in  C. 

So  take  the  number  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  and  multiply  and  divide  in  the  same  mode,  and 
you  have  the  amount  of  that  item  in  A. 

The  three  remaining  items  in  A  are  the  uniform  estimate  on  those  subjects,  and  as  near  the  truth  as 
we  can  come.  Sometimes  they  are  a  little  more  and  sometimes  a  little  less  than  the  actual  wants  of  the 
vessel,  but  always  very  near  the  truth. 

The  haste  in  which  these  statements  are  made  induces  me  to  request  you  to  consider  them  private, 
so  far  as  not  to  print  them,  and  if  further  explanations  be  required,  I  will  call  on  you  to-morrow  and  give 
them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  II.  R.  Stores,  Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


Navy  Department,  March  11,  1826. 

Sir:  There  are  three  frigates,  one  of  the  first,  and  two  of  the  second  cla.ss,  which  may  be  fitted  for 
eea  in  a  slicjrt  time,  viz: 

The  Guerriere  in  ninety  days;  the  Congress  in  sixty  days;  the  Macedonian  in  forty-five  days.     The 
Guerriere  and  Macedonian  are  at  Norfolk — the  Congress  at  this  yard. 

There  are  also  two  of  the  now  sloops-of-war,  viz:  the  Lexington  and  Vincennes,  both  at  New  York, 
which  may  be  prepared  for  sea  in  about  60  days. 

The  only  doubt  as  to  the  times  mentioned   arises   from  the   difficulty  in  enlisting  seamen,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  little,  if  any,  delay  will  arise  from  this  cause. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  detailed  statement  respecting  the  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  preparing  and  sup- 
porting these  vessels  for  the  year. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  I;.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 
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Ediinatc  of  the  pay  and  subsidence  of  all  jiersons  allached  to  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  a  frigate  of  the 
second  class,  and  a  sloop-of-war,  for  one  year. 


Frigate  of  the   1st      Frigate  of  the    2d 
class. 


Sloop-of-war. 


Captains 

Master  conimaiidaiit 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Chaplains 

Surgeons  

Pursers 

Boatswains 

Gunners.  .  .    

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 

Midshipmen 

Surgeons'  mates. .  . 
Clerks  

Armorers 

Boatswains'  mates. 
Gunners'  mates. .  . . 
Carpenters'  mates . 
Sailmakers'  mates  . 
Masters-at-arms  . . . 

Coxswains 

Ship  corporals  .... 

Coopers 

Cooks 

Quartergunuers  . .  . 
Quartermasters  . .  . 

Yeomen 

Pursers'  stewards.  . 

Seamen 

Ordinary  seamen  . . 
Boys 


$2,112  50 

5,300  00 
5n  25 
571  25 
691  25 
571  25 
331  25 
831  25 
331  25 
331  25 

5,928  00 
902  50 
300  00 


$2,112  50 

"l','&m"b'i) 

571  25 

571  25 

691  25 

571  25 

331  25 

331  25 

331  25 

331  25 

4,560  00 

902  50 

300  00 


$1,085  00 

3,312  50 

571  25 

691  25 
571  25 
331  25 
331  25 
331  25 
331  25 
2,736  00 
451  25 
300  00 


216  00 
,112  00 
456  00 
456  00 
228  00 
216  00 
216  00 
432  00 
216  00 
216  00 
592  00 
728  00 
648  00 
216  00 
,040  00 
,400  00 
,440  00 


216  00 

684  00 

456  00 

228  00 

228  00 

216  00 

216  00 

216  00 

216  00 

216  00 

2,160  00 

1,296  00 

648  00 

216  00 

18,576  00 

15,720  00 

1,584  00 


216  00 
456  00 
456  00 
228  00 
228  00 
216  00 
216  00 

216  00 

216  00 

1,728  00 

1,080  00 

648  00 

216  00 

10,080  00 

4,800  00 

720  00 


436     $72,101  00        354      $59,334  50        175        $32,763  50 


N.  B. — Deduct  all  the  items  above  the  black  line;  they  are  provided  for  in  the  general  navy  appro- 
priation bill. 


Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  a  frigate  of  the  second  class,  and  a  sloop-of-war. 


Frigate— 1st  class. 

Frigate — 2d  class. 

Sloop-of-war. 

$72,101  00 

39,785  00 

2,000  00 

50,000  00 
16,000  00 

$59,334  50 

32,302  50 

1,600  00 

45,000  00 
12,000  00 

$32,763  50 

15,993  75 

1,000  00 

*  Outfits,  to  be  appropriated  under  head 
of  "  repairs" 

20,000  00 
8,000  00 

$179,886  00 

$150,237  00 

$77,757  25 

'  These  estimates  are  the  same  as  those  made  for  vessels  of  the  same  rates. 


646 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  303. 


Fay,  one  year. 

Frigate  of  1st  class $53,1'I2     9  months  is $40,329 

Sloop-of-war 1^,112     9  months  is 13,284 

Sloop-of-war 17,712     9  months  is 13,284 

Pay $66, 897 

Provisions— frigate $36,043     9  months  is $27,032 

sloop 11,223     9  months  is 8,418 

sloop 11,223     9  months  is 8,418 

Provisions $43,868 


Navy  Department,  March  3,  1826. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  23d  February,  "that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  if  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  now  in  commission 
for  actual  service,  to  enable  him  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our  commerce  to  the  empire  of  Bra- 
zil and  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  whole  naval  force  in  commission  being 
engaged  on  other  stations,  what  additional  appropriation  will  be  required  for  this  object;"  I  have  the 
honor  to  state,  that  estimates  have  been  formed,  and  an  appropriation  bill  passed,  for  the  support  in 
commission  of 

One  ship  of  the  line,  three  frigates  of  the  first  class,  one  frigate  of  the  second  class,  six  sloops-of 
war  of  the  first  class,  three  sloops  of  the  second  class,  and  seven  brigs,  schooners,  &c. 

These  vessels  were  intended  to  be  distributed  in  the  following  manner: 

In  the  Mediterranean — North  Carolina  74,  Constitution  frigate,  sloops  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  schooner 
Porpoise.  These  vessels  are  now  there,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  any  change  can  be  made,  with  safety 
to  the  public  interest,  by  withdrawing  any  part  of  this  force. 

In  the  Pacific — The  frigate  United  States,  sloop  Peacock,  and  schooner  Dolphin.  The  Brandywine, 
now  in  commission,  will  be  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  relieve  the  frigate  United  States,  so  that  that 
vessel  will  return  about  the  close  of  the  year.  The  Peacock  must,  in  like  manner,  be  relieved  by  another 
sloop-of-war,  and  it  was  intended  to  send  an  additional  vessel  of  that  class,  making  in  all  a  frigate,  two 
sloops,  and  a  schooner;  a  force  which  cannot  be  diminished  with  safety  to  our  commercial  interests  in 
that  ocean. 

In  the  West  Indies,  we  have  the  frigate  Constellation,  corvette  John  Adams,  sloop  Hornet,  brig 
Spark,  and  schooners  Shark,  Grampus,  and  Fox,  to  which  may  be  added  the  corvette  Cyane,  intended  for 
that  station  at  the  expiration  of  her  present  cruise  on  the  coast  of  the  Brazils  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The 
recollections  of  the  last  two  years  admonish  us  that  any  part  of  this  force  cannot  be  withdrawn.  It 
could  be  sent  to  no  place  where  our  interests  are  in  greater  jeopardy.  Indeed,  the  impression  is  not 
feeble,  that  we  ought  to  increase  it  without  delay. 

This  distribution  of  the  force  leaves  but  a  single  sloop-of-war  in  commission  which  is  not  specifically 
attached  to,  and  employed  in,  the  protection  of  commerce  upon  and  near  some  station.  Separate  service, 
and  objects  of  a  general  nature,  will  certainly  employ  that  one. 

It  may,  therefore,  in  answer  to  the  resolution,  be  stated,  that  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
vessels  now  in  commission  for  actual  service,  to  enable  the  Department  to  extend  adequate  protection  to 
our  commerce  to  the  empire  of  Brazil  and  to  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  believed  that  an  addi- 
tional frigate  and  two  sloops-of-war  would  be  necessary  for  that  object,  and  an  estimate  is  herewith 
transmitted,  marked  A,  of  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  one  of  the  second 
class,  and  one  sloop-of-war. 

The  appropriation  which  shall  be  made  by  Congress  will  determine  the  character  and  number  of  the 
vessels  which  will  be  put  in  commission  for  that  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  communications  recently  received,  marked  B,  C,  D,  and  E, 

recommending  the  employment  of  an  additional  naval  force,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 


SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


The  Speaker  if  the  House  of  Representatices. 


Estimate  showing  the  annual  expense,  for  one  year,  of  a  frigate  of  the  first  and  second  class,  and  of  a  sloop- 
of-war,  exclusively  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  commission  and  warrant  officers,  but  including  ■  the 
expense  of  outfits. 


Frigate — 44. 


Frigate— 36. 


Sloop. 


Pay  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c $53, 772  GO 

Provisions ; 36,043  75 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 2,000  00 

Outfits  to  be  appropriated ;  50,000  00 

Wear  and  tear,  under  head  of  "  repairs" 16,000  00 


$44,616  00 

29,930  00 

1,600  00 

45,000  00 

12,000  00 


$157,815  75 


$133,146  00 


$17,712  GO 
11,223  75 
•1,000  GO 
20,000  GO 
8,000  00 


$57,935  75 
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Washington,  Fehruarij  15,  1826. 
Sib:  Intelligence,  apparentlj'  authentic,  having  reached  this  country,  of  the  existence  of  a  state  of 
war  between  the  governments  of  Brazil  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  La  Plata,  the  undersigned, 
ou  behalf  of  their  constituents,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  consequences  likely  to  result  from  the 
war  between  these  governments.  The  uniform  course  of  events  for  the  last  seventeen  years  leaves  no 
doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  coasts  and  waters  of  the  countries  at  war  will  instantly  swarm  with  priva- 
teers, and  pirates  assuming  their  character,  and  that  the  commerce  of  neutral  powers  will  become  the 
indiscriminate  prey  of  their  rapacity.  To  prevent  the  vexatious  delays  and  losses  which  must  ensue,  the 
undersigned,  on  behalf  of  their  constituents  engaged  in  commerce  with  Rio  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
other  ports  of  the  government  of  Brazil,  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata,  respectfully  ask  leave 
to  suggest  the  expediency  of  dispatching  forthwith  a  respectable  naval  force  to  protect  the  American 
navigation  from  the  interruption  and  insults  to  which  it  must  otherwise  be  exposed  in  that  quarter. 
Leaving  all  further  considerations  of  the  urgency  of  this  step,  or  of  the  amount  of  force  required  by  the 
exigency  of  the  occasion,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to  sign  themselves. 
With  great  respect,  your  faithful,  humble  servants, 

JOHN  REED. 

JOHN  BAILEY. 

JOHN  DAVIS. 

H.  W.  DWIGHT. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

SAMUEL  LATHROP. 

SAMUEL  C.  ALLEN. 

JOHN  VARNUM. 

AARON  HOBART. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

JOHN  LOCKE. 

FRANCIS  BAYLIES. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Boston,  February  20,  1826. 

Sir:  The  existing  war  between  the  Brazilian  and  Buenos  Ayrean  governments,  it  is  feared  by  the 
merchants  trading  to  South  America,  both  on  this  side  and  beyond  the  capes,  and  to  India  and  China,  will 
be  put  in  great  hazard:  the  valuable  trade,  which  has  necessarily  to  pass  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
seat  of  war — the  importance  and  value  of  this  trade  does  not  require  to  be  remarked  upon.  It  is 
believed  much  of  the  danger  may  be  avoided,  should  the  government  think  proper  to  send  a  lespectable 
force  to  cruise  off  the  coast,  from  the  La  Plata  to  northwardmost  part  of  the  Brazilian  territory,  with 
orders  occasionally  to  show  itself  at  Buenos  Ayres,  Montevideo,  Rio  Janeiro,  Pernambuco,  &c.  Many 
privateers  will  be  fitted  out  on  both  sides;  and  however  either  government  may  be  desirous  to  keep  them 
within  bounds,  as  respects  neutral  states,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  cannot  be  restrained  from  committing 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  particularly  in  cases  where  the  incitement  is  strong,  from  the  value  of  the 
cargo,  as  would  be  the  case  of  those  going  to  and  coming  from  India,  China,  and  the  southern  coast  of 
America. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  small  force  would  rather  give  confidence  to  than  awe  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  prey  upon  us.  The  opinion  hei-e  is  that  the  contest  will  be  soon  over;  but  that,  until 
that  is  the  case,  property  will  be  very  unsafe  in  those  seas. 

Gentlemen  have  thought  it  better  that  you  should  be  addressed  on  the  subject,  rather  than  to  memo- 
rialize the  President;  should  your  opinion  be  in  accordance  with  ours,  a  suggestion  from  you  to  the 
Executive  would  produce  the  desired  effect. 

AVith  much  personal  regard,  and  with  sentiments  of  respect  from  those  who  join  me  in  the  applica- 
tion, and  at  whose  request  I  make  the  above  suggestion, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.   H.  PERKINS. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Phii,adem'hia,  March  1,  1826. 

Sir:  The  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  a  special  meeting  held  last  evening,  directed  me, 
as  their  organ,  respectfully  to  represent  the  exposure  to  which  it  is  believed  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  trade  to  South  America,  will  be  exposed,  in  consequence  of  the  war  which  has  been 
declared  by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  against  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  solicit  in  their  behalf 
such  protection  from  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  the  government,  in  their  wisdom,  may 
consider  effective  and  competent  to  the  object. 

The  fostering  care  which  is  manifested  on  all  occasions  by  the  Naval  Department  towards  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  inspires  the  highest  confidence  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  there  will  be 
nothing  wanting  to  comply  with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  communitj',  which 
existing  circumstances  will  permit.     Notwithstanding,  it  is  viewed  as  a  duty  by  the  chamber  to  make 
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known  the  apprehensions  which  are  excited  for  property  supposed  to  be  in  jeopardy,  and  to  co-operate 
with  their  fellow-citizens  in  other  seaports,  who  have,  or  may  make  known,  similar  apprehensions  to  the 
government. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  President  vf  the  PhUadelphia  Chamber  of  Cummerce. 
To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Baltimore,  March  2,  1826. 

Sir:  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  state  to  you  the  great  magnitude  of  our  commerce  with  the  rich  and 
extensive  empire  of  Brazil,  and  with  the  provinces  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata;  that  its  importance  is  enhanced 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  from  the  circuinstancc  of  its  taking  off  a  larger  proportion  <if  the  iirodnceof 
our  country  than  any  other  branch  of  our  Suuth  Aiiicriean  trade;  that  owing  to  the  existing  sti'tc  of  war 
in  those  countries,  the  whole  of  this  vahiablc  coiiiiinn-ce  is  left  to  the  mercy  of  pirates,  privateers,  and 
men-of-war;  the  two  first,  always  ready  to  depredate  on  the  property  of  any  nation,  and  the  latter  but 
little  disposed  to  respect  neutral  rights  (as  we  know  from  exiierience),  unless  awed  by  the  presence  of  a 
respectable  naval  force. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  city  therefore  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  expedi- 
ency of  immediately  dispatching  not  only  a  respectable  but  an  imposing  naval  force  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  in  that  quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  LORMAN,  Premdent  of  ll  e  Baltimore  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  United  Slates  Navy. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    304.         _  [1st  Session. 

CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  COURSE  PURSUED  BY  COiMMODORE  DAVID  PORTER,  IN  COM- 
MAND OF  THE  SQUADRON  FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES, 
AND  MATTERS  INCIDENTAL  THERETO. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  21,  1826. 

Navy  Department,  March  1.5,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rc]ir(-s('ntativcs  (if  the  Kith  of  Decciiiln>r,  1825,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  send  a  printed  \-nlunic,*  (■(Uitaining  the  pnicecdiiigs  of  tlie  late 
court  of  inquiry,  and  court-martial,  in  the  case  of  Coniiiiiidnrc  i'diter,  togetiicr  with  copies  of  sundry 
papers  which,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  reports  from  this  Department  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  dated  1st  of  December,  1823,  and  1824,  arc  supposed  to  be  "the  documents  and  corres- 
pondence connected  with  the  case,"  which  are  called  for  by  the  latter  part  of  said  resolution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentativeii. 


New  Castle,  October  26,  1824. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States:  - 

Understanding  that  erroneous  impressions  have  been  made  on  your  mind  as  regards  my  return  from 
the  West  Indies  in  June  last,  and  the  removal  of  the  squadron  thence,  and  having  been  charged  by  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Esq.,  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  21st  October, 
with  having  left  my  station  in  the  West  Indies  without  permission,  and  without  apjn-ising  the  Depart- 
ment of  my  intention,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  charge,  together 
with  a  copy  of  my  communication  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  expressive  of  my  intention  of  removing  the 
principal  part  of  the  force  under  my  command  to  the  north,  and  of  the  causes  which  compelled  me  to 
do  so. 

I  trust  that  you  will  believe  that  my  only  object  in  doing  this  is  to  defend  myself  from  a  serious 
charge  brought  against  me  at  this  late  period,  to  justify  conduct  toward  me  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary, 
unexampled,  I  believe,  in  the  annals  of  our  navy,  and  I  hope  such  as  will  never  be  repeated.  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  serve  under  your  immediate  command  in  a  situation  of  some  danger,  one  which  reipiircd 
extraordinary  exertions,  and  exposed  me  to  extraordinary  hardships.  You  know,  also,  something 
respecting  my  fn-iner  s(n-vices,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  my  history  for  the  last  nine  years.  My 
exertions  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the  suppression  of  piracy,  have  called  forth  an  eulogium  from  you,  which  I 

•  This  printed  volume  was  communicated  to  tlie  Senate  tlie  2Gth  of  December,  1S26.     Sec  preceding,  No.  270. 
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rank  among  the  proudest  testimonials  of  my  public  services.  I  do  not  enumerate  them,  for  if  they  are 
not  known  they  are  not  worth  enumerating;  but  I  safely  and  confidently  appeal  to  you,  whether  under 
any  circumstances  of  danger,  exposure,  or  privation,  you  ever  knew  or  ever  heard  of  my  shrinking  from 
duty?  If  you  answer  in  the  negative,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe  that  some  cause  more  powerful  than 
mere  personal  exposure,  or  personal  inconvenience,  should  have  induced  me  to  ask  tlie  poor  boon  that 
has  been  denied  to  me  after  two  years'  arduous  and  active  service?  Mortification  after  mortification  have 
been  heaped  on  me,  and  1  go  to  the  duties,  which  under  other  circumstances  would  have  been  most  pleas- 
ing to  me,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  with  the  strongest  and  most  anxious  apprehensions  for  the  future. 
In  answer  to  my  application  to  be  relieved,  the  Secretary  informed  me  that  it  shall  be  done  when  it  is 
convenient  to  the  Department.  My  convenience,  my  comfort,  my  feelings,  nay,  my  life,  are  therefore 
entirely  held  at  his  mercy.  To  whom,  then,  can  I  appeal  but  to  you?  You  have  witnessed  and  applauded 
my  conduct,  and  you  alone  have  it  in  your  power  t(j  prevent  further  outrage  to  me.  I  appeal,  therefore, 
with  a  confidence  that  the  feelings  of  an  officer,  which,  as  you  know,  are  dear  to  him,  may  not  be  suttered 
to  receive  further  injury  in  me.  In  enclosing  this  letter  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  I  have  no  desire  to 
retire  from  active  service.  I  wish  to  be  employed  wherever  my  services  are  most  useful  to  my  country, 
and,  in  the  performance  of  them,  all  I  ask  is  the  courtesy  due  to  an  officer  who  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit 
the  respect  of  the  head  of  the  Department  to  which  he  belongs,  and  who  is  willing  that  his  conduct  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  strictest  scrutiny. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Note. — This  letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  at  New  Castle,  was  not  received  by  the  President 
until  several  weeks  after  its  date.  It  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  the  papers  relating 
to  the  matters  mentioned  in  it  might  be  collected,  with  a  statement  showing  their  order,  operation,  &c. 
They  were  collected,  and,  with  the  memorandum  now  accompanying  the  letter,  placed  in  the  President's  hands, 
and  after  examination  were  sent  to  the  Department  to  be  filed.  They  were  in  the  hands  of  the  judge 
advocate,  to  be  offered  to  the  court  should  they  be  asked  for  by  Commodore  Porter,  or  rendered  necessary 
by  the  course  of  the  evidence.  They  were  among  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
on  the  first  and  second  days  of  August. 


To  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  Washington  City: 

Sir:  I  have  read  the  communication  from  Commodore  Porter  to  yourself,  dated  New  Castle,  October 
26,  1824,  which  you  were  pleased  to  hand  me,  and  I  perceive  that  it  is  an  urgent  appeal  to  your  justice 
to  rescue  him  from  mortification,  want  of  courtesy  and  conduct  towards  him,  on  my  part,  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  the  navy.  As  such,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  suggest  to  you  that  it  demands  your  per- 
sonal attention. 

You  have  already  been  made  acquainted  with  every  leading  fact  connected  with  the  intercourse 
between  Commodore  Porter  and  the  Department,  since  I  came  into  it.  No  step  of  importance  has  been 
taken  without  your  approbation,  and  in  several  instances  your  direction.  It  would  be  well,  however, 
that  you  should  review  the  whole,  in  order  that  you  may  form  a  deliberate  judgment  upon  the  case,  as  your 
guide  in  what  shall  hereafter  occur.  For  this  purpose  I  enclose  all  the  letters  received  from  him,  and 
copies  and  extracts  of  all  the  orders  sent  to  him,  which  can,  I  believe,  furnish  any  aid  in  making  up  your 
opinion. 

The  determination  heretofore  taken,  that  Commodore  Porter  should  be  recalled,  at  a  time  when  no 
injury  would  be  done  to  the  public,  will  certainly  be  executed,  unless,  on  such  review,  you  should  disap- 
prove it. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  I  have,  in  anything,  lacked  courtesy  towards  so  distinguished  an  officer, 
or  done  him  any  injustice,  my  regret  would  be  severe.  I  should  find  no  consolation  in  the  power  I  have 
the  right  to  exercise,  if  an  unwise  use  of  it  has  wronged  any  one,  especially  Commodore  Porter. 

The  object  of  placing  a  squadron  in  the  West  Indies  could  only  be  accomplished  by  a  steady  and 
persevering  application  of  our  force.     The  law,  public  interest,  and  public  opinion,  all  require  this. 

The  original  instructions,  numbered  1  and  2,  accompany  this  letter.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have 
been  altered.  Occasional  directions,  as  to  the  application  of  a  part  of  the  force,  have  been  given,  but 
these  have  been  his  general  guide. 

On  the  24th  day  of  June  last  he  arrived  in  Washington.  Some  hours  after  his  arrival,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  Lieut.  Legare  presented  to  me  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  marked  A, 
which  Commodore  Porter  had  passed  on  his  way  to  this  place. 

The  next  morning  I  left  Washington  on  a  visit  of  five  or  six  days  to  my  family,  and  did  not  see  hiin 
nor  make  any  communication  to  him  until  my  return,  when  he  was  prepared  to  visit  the  springs.  To  this 
visit  I  afterwards  assented. 

On  the  day  after  his  arrival  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Departmant,  marked  B,  which  is  worthy  of  particular 
notice,  as  containing  his  account  of  the  causes  of  his  return,  and  his  view  of  the  health  of  Thompson's 
Island  at  that  time. 

On  the  29th  of  June  last  copies  of  the  several  letters  which  had  been  sent  to  the  station,  and  among 
the  rest  those  of  the  31st  of  May,  1824,  were  furnished  to  him. 

On  the  19th  of  July  last  was  sent  the  letter  numbered  5,  and  on  the  9th  of  August  that  numbered  6, 
conveying  to  him  the  necessity,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  of  sending  back  the  force  which  he  had 
withdrawn. 

I  left  Washington  on  the  3d  of  August,  1824,  and  certainly  did  not  expect,  as  he  had  arrived  in  June, 
that  he  would  be  here  on  my  return  in  September.  Late  in  September,  however,  on  my  reaching  New 
York,  he  was  there,  attending,  probably,  to  preparations  of  the  vessels  under  his  command. 

At  that  place  I  informed  him  of  my  intention  to  place  the  Constellation  under  his  command;  but  made 

no  arrangement  when,  or  how  she  was  to  join  the  squadron,  or  that  he  should  remain  to  go  out  in  her. 

About  the  lltli  or  12th  of  October  I  stated  to  him  that   an  order  would  probably  be  given  for  his 
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immediate  departure  in  the  John  Adams,  then  in  the  Delaware,  to  which  he  very  properly  replied  that  he 
should  promptly  obey  any  order  which  he  received  from  the  Department. 

On  the  14th  of  October  I  gave  the  order  of  that  date,  numbered  1,  which  I  believe  was  not  delivered 
until  the  18th  or  19th,  to  which,  on  the  20th,  I  received  his  answer  of  the  19th,  marked  E.  To  that 
answer  your  particular  attention  is  requested,  both  from  its  character,  and  because  both  it  and  my  orders 
to  him  are  omitted  in  the  communication  from  New  Castle,  in  which  he  makes  his  complaint,  and  by  which 
he  purports  to  present  a  view  of  the  injuries  he  has  received. 

You  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  in  directing  your  attention  to  certain  portions  of  this  letter. 

He  states  that  he  "has  sought  in  vain,"  in  my  instructions  of  the  14th,  15th,  16th  and  19th  for  the 
motive  of  my  unexpected  order  for  him  to  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  his  station  in  the  John  Adams 
instead  of  the  Constellation,  as  was  expected  and  arranged. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  I  cannot  very  well  imagine  how  the  order  could  have  been  unexpected, 
and  I  confess  I  was  not  aware  when  I  gave  it  that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  submit  to  Commodore  Por- 
ter "my  motive"  for  giving  it.  I  had  thought  it  sufficient  for  me,  as  your  representative,  to  give  the 
order,  and  that  it  was  his  duty,  without  questioning  its  propriety,  to  obey  it. 

I  had  before  that  time,  also,  communicated  to  him  some  scraps  of  newspapers,  conveying  information 
of  piracies.  The  public  prints  were  full  of  complaints  on  the  subject;  inquiries  were  constantly  made 
where  the  commanding  oificer  was,  and  why  our  force  did  not  repress  those  evils.  His  own  cliaracter 
and  that  of  the  government  were  endangered  by  his  delay.  All  this,  it  is  presumed,  he  knew;  and  if  he 
did  not,  it  was  enough  that  his  station  was  there;  it  was  his  duty  to  be  on  it. 

Why  he  says  that  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  go  in  the  Constellation  and  not  in  the  John  Adams 
I  know  not,  nor  when,  or  where  such  an  arrangement  was  made.  All  that  I  had  said  verbally  was,  that 
the  Constellation  should  join  the  squadron  as  soon  as  she  could  be  prepared;  but  he  had  received  no  per- 
mission to  remain  until  she  was  prepared.  And,  although  I  believe  he  did  order  officers  to  her,  here,  in 
the  United  States,  in  violation  of  one  regulation,  (see  page  20,  and  section  the  1st  of  "  Rules,  Regulations 
and  Instructions  for  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United  States,")  and  did  direct  as  to  repairs,  stores,  &c.,  in 
violation  of  other  regulations,  (see  said  rules,  page  12,  section  the  2d,  and  page  14,  section  the  llth;)  yet 
should  this  prove  to  be  so,  as  the  Department  and  Commissioners  were  quite  willing,  if  not  competent,  to 
discharge  their  respective  duties,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  remain  to  perform  them,  nor  could 
his  interference  with  them,  without  rebuke,  create  an  arrangement  by  which  he  was  to  proceed  to  his 
station  in  that  ship,  rather  than  in  any  other. 

As  to  what  is  said  of  exposure  to  insult  of  the  pendant  of  an  American  commodore  by  being  hoisted 
on  board  a  sloop-of-war,  his  arguments  on  that  subject,  and  his  aversion  to  being  instrumental  in  the 
exposure,  it  is  proper  to  admit  that  I  have  been  profited  by  arguments  somewhat  in  the  style  of  hia 
present  letter;  but  it  is  also  to  be  remarked  that,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  when  Commodore  Porter  sought 
earnestly  the  command  of  this  squadron,  no  larger  vessel  belonged  to  it,  nor  was  any  promised  or  pro- 
posed. But  he  then  understood  perfectly  the  nature  of  the  service,  of  the  vessels,  and  of  the  appropria- 
tion, and  that  if  a  larger  vessel  were  added,  it  must  be  taken  from  the  general  appropriation,  not  from 
that  for  the  suppression  of  piracy.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  very  orders  on  which  he  comments  state 
that  the  Constellation  would  be  sent  to  him  "  as  speedily  as  possible."  As  to  the  honor  of  an  "  American 
commodore's  pendant,"  the  only  question  was  whether  he  should  wait  here  for  the  larger  ship  and  neglect 
the  interests  of  the  service,  or  go  to  the  service  and  have  the  ship  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  repairs  and 
crew  would  permit. 

The  nature,  expense,  responsibility,  &c.,  &c.,  of  the  service  are,  it  is  hoped,  perfectly  known  and 
duly  appreciated,  but  it  was  not  known  that  the  command  had  ceased  to  be  pleasant,  or  another  com- 
mander would  have  been  substituted. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  reasons  which  induce  the  belief  that  the  "generous  confidence"  of  the  Depart- 
ment, which  "encouraged  to  active  and  faithful  performance  of  duty,"  had  been  withdrawn,  nor  do  I 
know  what  "orders  implying  want  of  confidence  were  almost  daily  handed  to  him."  I  enclose  all  that 
were  given  within  several  months  preceding  this  letter,  which  can,  I  think,  by  possibility,  be  construed 
to  have  any  effect  on  this  point;  they  are  numbered  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15  and  16;  and,  although  I 
will  not  deny  that  I  thought  and  felt  that  Commodore  Porter  had  more  than  once  unnecessarily  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  Department,  yet  I  was  cautious  not  to  wound  his  feelings  by  anything  like  rebuke;  the 
orders,  particularly  that  numbered  3,  will  show  rather  a  wish  to  free  myself  fi-om  imputation  of  neglect 
than  to  condemn  him.  In  this,  perhaps,  I  erred,  and  to  this  are,  perhaps,  in  some  measure,  to  be  attributed 
the  manner  and  the  matter  of  his  subsequent  course. 

His  complaint  of  want  of  instructions,  respecting  South  American  crusiers,  is  not  very  well  founded. 
He  could  not  have  had  better  instructions  than  the  general  ones,  which  are  given  to  all  our  crusiers;  a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  this,  numbered  2. 

The  Department  could  not  possibly  give  specific  instructions,  for  specific  cases,  which  were  to  be 
anticipated.  And  there  was  one  principle,  which  he  ought  not  to  have  forgotten,  that  an  officer  has  no 
right  to  go  beyond  his  instructions,  in  seizing  vessels  belonging  to  any  nation.  On  this  point,  I  refer  to 
my  letter  of  the  21st  of  October  last,  numbered  17,  and  also  to  that  numbered  20. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  Commodore  Porter's  health  was  not  good;  but  I  do  doubt  the  propriety  of  an 
officer  leaving  his  station  without  urgent  necessity,  and  without  notice  to  the  Department.  It  does  not 
seem  very  candid,  to  urge  the  notice  given  by  hi§  letter  of  the  28th  of  May,  1824,  marked  A,  and  which 
reached  this  place  after  he  did.  Leaving  a  station,  without  notice,  is  a  violation  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions (see  page  15,  section  the  28th);  and  it  would  not,  in  this  instance,  have  passed  unrebnked,  but  for 
other  considerations.  The  impropriety  will  appear  strongly,  from  the  fact  that  several  communications 
were  sent  to  him,  after  he  left  the  station;  and  about  the  day  of  his  arrival,  I  denied  that  he  was  about 
to  return,  to  those  who  inquired  on  the  subject.  There  were  others,  however,  better  informed  than  the 
Secretary. 

He  thinks  "  he  owes  it  to  himself  and  his  family,  if  not  to  his  country,  to  avoid  that  climate."  It 
would  certainly  be  matter  of  regret  that  he  should  fail  in  what  he  owes  to  either;  but  it  seems  to  be  the 
tenure  of  the  office  he  holds,  to  go  where  the  interest  of  the  public  requires.  Officers  of  equal  rank  have 
cruised  for  years  upon  that  station;  and  inferior  officers  were  then  daily  cruising  there  under  his  orders. 

Notwithstanding  the  manner  of  his  return,  and  other  matters,  I  did  not  give  an  earlier  order  for  him 
to  resume  his  duties,  because  his  health  had  been  bad;  but  as  that  difficulty  was  removed  sometime  before 
the  order  of  the  14th  of  October,  and  there  was  no  danger  from  the  climate  after  the  middle  of  October, 
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as  he  himself  assured  the  Department  (see  his  letter,  marked  D),  no  good  reason  for  longer  delay  could 
be  imagined.  Besides,  tlve  complaints  of  increasing  piracy  were  renewed  by  the  public  prints,  mer- 
chants and  public  agents,  and  he  had  been  apprised  of  it  by  communications  from  the  Department,  and  it 
did  not  correspond  with  my  notions  of  duty  to  disregard  the  complaints,  and  allow  a  greater  chance  for 
the  depredations  to  pass  unpunished,  in  order  that  the  "pendant  of  an  American  commodore"  might  be 
hoisted  for  a  few  weeks  "onboard  the  Constellation  rather  than  the  John  Adams."  All  alarm  on  the 
score  of  health  did  seem  to  me  too  visionary  to  be  the  foundation  of  any  movement  in  the  naval  service. 

From  what  expressions  in  my  order  of  the  14tli  of  October,  or  any  other.  Commodore  Porter  derived 
the  idea,  that  I  considered  Thompson's  Island  as  his  station,  and  that  he  was  to  remain  stationary  there, 
or  to  lead  in  person  every  expedition  fitted  out  from  it,  cannot  readily  be  guessed.  The  order  merely 
directs  him  to  proceed  to  his  station,  but  does  not  name  or  define  it.  Its  limits  were  very  extensive, 
many  parts  of  it  very  healthy,  but  the  city  of  Washington  was  not  within  it.  Nor  do  I  perceive  whence 
is  derived  the  idea  that  that  order  implies  an  unwillingness  in  him  to  go.  It  is  in  the  same  style  as  his 
original  orders,  as  his  orders  on  his  return  last  year,  and  as  the  orders  to  all  other  officers.  His  error 
was  in  undertaking  to  judge  when  his  presence  on  the  station  was  necessary;  that  was  the  business  of 
another,  and  he  had  no  right  to  question  the  judgment  which  might  be  formed  upon  it.  It  may  be  that 
he  derived  his  impression  from  previous  orders,  which  stated  the  necessity  of  the  vessels  being  on  the 
station,  and  communicated  acts  of  piracy,  and  complaints  against  the  squadron.  It  would  have  been 
better  had  those  induced  an  earlier  return. 

The  style  in  which  a  change  of  duty  is  asked,  in  the  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  1834,  marked  E, 
followi  ig  as  it  does  the  crimination  in  the  early  part  of  that  letter,  is  worthy  of  your  observaticni. 

On  the  receipt  of  Commodore  Porter's  letter,  it  was  felt  to  be  impossible,  consistently  with  the 
respect  which  the  Department  owed  to  itself,  to  pass  it  without  notice.  The  proper  remedy  might  have 
been,  either  to  accept  his  resignation  of  the  command,  and  place  him  on  furlough,  or  arrest  and  try  him. 
But  I  believed  it  necessary  that  an  officer  of  rank  should  be  on  the  station,  that  no  other  could  immediately 
go  there  and  the  public  interest  might  be  endangered,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  compelled  to  obey  an 
order,  which,  upon  review,  I  could  not  find  to  be  objectionable. 

I,  therefore,  gave  the  order  of  the  21st  of  October,  1824,  numbered  18,  and  soon  after  wrote  to 
another  ofiicer  to  prepare  for  tiiat  service,  determining  to  recall  Commodore  Porter,  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
done  consistently  with  the  public  interest.     That  determination  is  still  unchanged. 

On  receiving  the  order  of  the  21st  of  October,  he  wrote  the  letter  dated  the  22d,  marked  E,  a  copy  of 
which  he  has  enclosed  to  you,  as  his  defence  against  a  charge  brought  by  me  against  himself;  having 
omitted  to  apprise  you  of  any  of  the  preceding  facts,  or  even  to  furnish  you.  with  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
which  his  letter  was  an  answer. 

As  you  have  now  the  order,  I  should  be  pleased  that  you  would  compare  it  with  what  purports  to  be 
the  answer.     I  ofler  a  very  few  remarks  upon  it. 

First.  There  was  a  necessity  for  the  return  of  the  squadron  in  1823,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
officers  sick  and  dead.  His  report,  on  his  arrival  in  June,  1824,  (see  his  letter  marked  B,)  is,  that  the 
island  promised  to  be  healthy  this  year,  &c.-  The  circumstances  were  by  no  means  similar,  if  his  reports 
be  correct. 

Second.  The  permission  of  August  19th,  1823,  numbered  19,  was  given  by  my  predecessor. 

Third.  The  extract  from  the  orders  of  the  1st  of  February,  1823,  is  nothing  more,  in  substance,  than 
is  given  to  every  commanding  officer,  and  is  a  direction  to  great  care  and  caution;  but  it  gives  no  autho- 
rity to  leave  a  station  at  the  discretion  of  the  officer.  It  grants  no  more  than  is  possessed  by  every  offi- 
cer when  necessity  presses  him. 

Fourth.  The  opinion  that  all  the  force  ought  to  be  on  the  station  had  been  communicated  by  the  let- 
ters numbered  5  and  6.  Commodore  Porter  did,  also,  know  that  the  Executive  was  dissatisfied  with  his 
return. 

Fifth.  But,  if  his  return  was  proper,  there  ought  to  have  been  some  limit  to  his  stay.  He  left  his 
station  early  in  June;  the  order  to  return,  of  which  he  complains,  was  given  the  14th  of  October,  after  at 
least  four  months'  absence. 

Sixth.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  Commodore  Porter  should  complain  that  it  was  not  intimated  to 
him,  nor  suspected  by  him,  that  the  removal  of  the  vessels  and  his  own  stay  here  did  not  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  government.  He  must  have  forgotten  what  related  to  his  interview  with  yourself;  the 
orders  for  the  return  of  the  schooners  and  the  John  Adams,  and  the  frequent  communications  of  com- 
plaints on  the  subject  of  piracy.  And  as  to  his  declaration  that,  if  the  idea  had  occurred  to  him  that  he  was 
not  acting  in  full  accordance  with  its  views,  he  would  have  instantly  left  Washington,  on  his  return,  I 
have  only  to  subjoin  the  fact  that  he  wrote  the  letter  of  the  19th  of  October  in  answer  to  an  order  to 
return  to  his  station,  after  he  had  been  four  months  absent  from  it. 

My  remark,  respecting  his  impression  that  Washington  was  within  the  limits  of  his  station,  was,  per- 
haps, unnecessary;  but  it  arose  from  a  part  of  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  from  the  length  of  his  stay 
here,  from  the  offence  given  by  the  order  to  leave  it,  from  orders  given  by  him,  here,  for  change  of  service 
of  officers',  and  for  repairs,  &c.,  &c., — orders  never  given  by  officers  in  the  United  States,  and  when  not 
on  their  station. 

In  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  May,  marked  A,  communicated  to  you,  in  which  he  attributes  the  removal 
of  the  vessels  to  the  north  to  a  deficiency  of  surgeons,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  31st 
of  May,  1824,  numbered  3,  to  letters  numbered  21  and  22;  and  to  add  that  the  order,  at  the  close  o 
No.  3,  was  indispensably  necessary,  from  the  rapid  and  constant  changes  permitted  in  the  officers  of  the 
squadron. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  that  I  should,  at  this  time,  lay  before  you  a  letter  from  Commodore  Porter,  of 
the  5th  of  June  last,  marked  F,  respecting  the  case  of  Lieut.  Kennon,  with  the  facts  of  which  you  are 
perfectly  acquainted.  Also,  a  letter  of  the  11th  of  August,  and  one  of  the  20th  of  October,  1824,  marked 
G,  and  H,  respecting  acting  appointments,  with  the  remark  that  there  are  in  the  squadron,  at  this 
moment,  I  believe,  above  forty  officers,  with  acting  appointments,  not  one  of  whose  names  can  I  find 
recorded  in  the  Department. 

I  also  submit  to  you  a  letter  to  Commodore  Porter,  numbered  16,  and  one  from  that  officer,  marked  I, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Aulick  to  do  the  duties  of  captain  of  the  squadron,  with  the  remark 
that,  in  the  letter  of  the  3d  of  November,  1823,  marked  J,  Commodore  Porter  asks  for  a  master  command- 
ant, as  necessary  for  this  service.     Captain  Finch  was  appointed  to  it,  and,  after  his  return,  there  -was  an 
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abundance  of  officers  of  that  grade,  fully  competent  to  the  duties.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  confirm  an  order,  or  direction,  to  Lieut.  Aulick,  given  without  my  permission,  to  repa\r 
from  New  York  to  this  place  to  assume  those  duties. 

I  also  enclose  for  your  perusal,  letters  marked  K,  L,  M,  N,  0. 

After  you  shall  have  examined  these  papers,  I  shall  receive  your  direction,  either  to  recall  Commo- 
dore Porter,  as  I  had  heretofore  determined,  or  take  such  other  course  as  you  may  consider  proper. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


N.iVY  Department,  December  20,  1822. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  on  the 
West  Lidia  station,  and  of  those  to  be  purchased  and  equipped  for  the  suppression  of  piracy.     You  will 
proceed  with  all  possible  ailigence  and  expedition,  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  to  pro- 
cure by  purchase,  and  equip  the  vessels  authorized  by  the  Department  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

When  you  are  prepared  to  proceed  on  service,  report  to  the  Department,  in  order  that  further 
instructions  may  be  furnished  to  you.  During  the  continuance  of  your  command,  you  are  autljorized  to 
hoist  a  broad  pendant,  and  j^ou  will  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  au  officer  commanding  a 
squadron  of  vessels  on  separate  service. 

You  will  apply  to  the  Navy  Commissioners  for  such  orders  as  may  be  necessary  from  their  office  to 

facilitate  the  execution  of  your  instructions.  ' 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  'i 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Wed  Indies.  I 


Navy  Department,  April  10;  1823. 
Sir:  Thomas  Randall,  Esq.,  special  agent  for  the  government,  proceeds  in  the  U.  S.  brig  Enter- 
prise, Lieutenant  Commandant  John  Gallagher,  to  Porto  Eico;  and  should  he,  as  he  will  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  occasion  to  transmit  dispatches  to  the  United  States,  you  will  send  them  by  one  of  the  small 
vessels  under  your  command,  retaining  the  brig  Enterprise,  as  more  efficient  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  •  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  May  26,  1823,  to  Captain  David  Porter,  commanding 
United  States  naval  forces.  West  Indies,  T}iompso7i's  Island. 

In  all  future  negotiations  by  drafts  or  bills  upon  the  Department,  you  will,  when  practicable,  direct 
your  purser  to  draw  the  bill  and  submit  it  for  your  approval.  All  difficulties  will,  by  this  course,  be 
avoided,  and  no  further  charges  made  against  you  by  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  the  course  also 
pointed  out  by  the  regulations  for  the  service  in  relation  to  transactions  of  that  nature.  It  would  even 
be  desirable  that  the  accounts  for  the  articles  purchased  might  also  accompany  the  bill  or  draft,  that  the 
transaction  might  be  closed  at  once  by  a  final  settlement. 


Navy  Department,  July  14,  1823. 
Sir:  Youv  letter  of  the  18th  ult.  was  duly  received,  and,  agreeably  to  your  suggestion,  permission  is 
granted  to  the  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron  under  your  command  to  take  out  gold  from  the  United 
States;  but  you  will,  however,  issue  the  most  positive  injunction  to  the  commanders,  respectively,  not  to 
enter  any  port  in  which  the  yellow  fever  prevails,  so  as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  men. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  West  Indies,  <&c. 


Navy  Department,  July  14,  1823. 
Sir:  In  the  first  vessel  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  that  you  shall  order  to  Washington,  be 
pleased  to  send  John  Cunningham,  one  of  the  marines  attached  to  the  expedition  against  the  pirates,  as 
I  have  given  an  assurance  to  his  aged  mother  tliat  he  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  D.  Porter,  commanding,  &c. 
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Navy  Department,  July  24,  1823. 

Sir:  I  deferred  replying-  to  your  communication,  respecting  tlie  disposition  of  the  wrocked  property 
that  you  deemed  it  your  duty  to  take  into  custody,  until  I  could  have  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the 
matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was,  at  the  time  your  letter  was 
received,  absent  on  a  visit  to  Virginia. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  from  the  representations  you  have  made,  that  the  wreck  was  fraudulent,  and 
that  method  adopted  to  supersede,  as  was  supposed,  the  necessity  of  proceedings  in  a  court  of  admiralty, 
to  try  the  question  of  prize.  There  is  no  statute  of  the  United  States  regulating  the  disposition  of  pro- 
perty wrecked  on  our  territory;  but  the  common  law  contemplates  all  wrecks  as  the  property  of  the 
sovereign.  The  proper  course  will,  therefore,  be  to  send  the  whole  of  the  property  to  St.  Augustine  and 
have  it  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  carefully  preserving  all  the  papers  and  writings  found  with 
the  same,  which  you  will  transmit  to  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  East  Florida,  with  a  request 
that  he  will  institute  proceedings  against  the  property  in  the  superior  court  of  East  Fhn-ida,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  founded  on  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  property  as  wreck,  and  give 
notice  to  all  parties  interested  to  appear  and  interpose  their  respective  claims. 
I  am,  very  respectively,  &c., 
(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies. 


Navy  Department,  July  26,  1823. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  under  consideration  the  subject,  mentioned  in  some  of 
your  letters,  of  South  American  privateers,  and  their  prizes,  touching  at  Thompson's  Island;  and  so  soon 
as  he  shall  decide  in  relation  to  the  same,  the  result  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Foj-ces,  West  Indies,  &c. 


Navy  Department,  August  1,  1823. 
Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  2Cth  ult.,  it  was  stated  that  the  subject  of  private  armed  vessels 
entering  the  ports  of  the  United  States  was  under  consideration,  and,  since  that  time,  the  conduct  to  be 
observed  by  the  United  States  towards  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  belligerents,  and  their 
prizes,  has  been  determined,  and  you  will  find  the  rules  that  have  been  adopted  embodied  in  the  enclosed 
circular,  addressed  by  the  Treasury  Departmant  to  the  respective  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  which  I 
now  transmit  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  government  of  the  naval  force  under  your  command. 
You  will  not  permit  any  clause  of  the  enclosed  circular  to  contravene  my  instructions  to  you  of  the 
24th  of  July  last,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  property  believed  to  have  been  fraudulently  wrecked 
at  Key  Vacas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Circular. 

Treasury  Department,  July  30,  1823. 

Sir:  As  it  is  probable  that  in  the  progress  of  the  war,  which  now  exists  between  France  and  Spain, 
the  public  and  jjrivate  armed  vessels  of  one,  and  perhaps  of  both  belligerents,  may,  by  stress  of  weather, 
pursuit  of  enemies,  or  some  other  urgent  necessity,  be  forced  to  enter  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  government  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be 
treated  whilst  they  remain  within  its  jurisdiction. 

As  there  exists,  upon  this  subject,  no  legislative  enactment,  the  question  must  be  decided  by  the  con- 
ventional engagements  which  the  United  States  have  contracted  with  the  belligerent  parties. 

By  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  is  provided  that  the  public 
and  private  vessels  of  Spain,  when  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  pursuit  of  enemies,  or  any  other  urgent 
necessity,  to  seek  shelter  or  harbor,  may  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads,  or  ports  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  received  with  all  humanity,  and  enjoy  all  favor,  protection  and  help,  and 
be  permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  themselves,  at  reasonable  rates,  with  provisions  and  all  things 
needful  for  the  subsistence  of  their  persons  or  reparation  of  their  ships  and  prosecution  of  their  voyage; 
and  they  shall  be  no  ways  hindered  from  departing  from  the  said  ports  or  roads,  but  may  remove  and 
depart  when  and  whither  they  please,  without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

With  France,  the  United  States  have  no  treaty  stipulations  upon  the  subject.  The  obligations  of 
neutrality,  however,  impose  upon  them  the  observance  of  the  same  course  of  conduct  toward  both 
belligerents,  unless  Spain  has  a  right  by  treaty  to  exclusive  privileges.  A  reference  to  the  provisions  of 
the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  above  recited,  proves  that  no  exclusive  privileges  have  been  granted  to  her. 
It  becomes,  then,  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  treat  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  both 
parties  in  the  same  manner. 

Assuming  the  provisions  of  the  article  referred  to  as  the  rule  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States  is  to  be  regulated,  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  direct: 

1st.  That  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  France  and  Spain,  with  their  prizes,  may,  under 


654  NAVAL   AFFAIES.  [No.  304. 

the  circnmstances  described  in  the  said  article,  enter  the  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  of  the  United  States, 
and  repair  any  damages  which  they  may  have  sustained;  but  no  increase  of  arms  or  munitions  of  war 
or  of  the  number  of  men  on  board,  can  be  lawfully  made. 

2d.  That  such  prizes  cannot  be  condemned  or  sold,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
consequently  cannot  be  admitted  to  entry  at  the  custom  houses,  nor  permitted  to  enter  into  the  general 
consumption. 

3d.  That  they  may,  at  any  time,  depart  from  the  United  States  without  let  or  hindrance. 

4th.  That  when  prize  vessels  have  been  wrecked,  or  so  disabled  as  not  to  be  rendered  seaworthy, 
their  cargoes  may  be  reshipped  in  any  other  vessel  which  shall  enjoy  an  exemption  from  capture  not 
enjoyed  by  such  prize  vessels.  For  example:  if  France,  in  the  progress  of  the  war,  shall  conform  to  the 
rule  that  free  vessels  make  free  goods,  the  cargoes  of  vessels  captured  by  either  belligerent,  when 
reshipped  in  neutral  vessels,  will  enjoy  an  exemption  from  capture  which  the  prize  vessels  did  not  enjoy. 

5th.  During  the  time  that  prize  vessels  may  remain  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  be 
subject  to  such  inspection  and  such  superintendence  by  the  custom  house  oflScers  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  smuggling  of  any  kind. 

The  same  rules  are  to  be  observed  in  relation  to  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  Spain,  and 
of  the  independent  governments  established  in  Spanish  America,  and  their  prizes,  when  brought  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

,  Collector  of  the  Customs. 


N.iVY  Department,  August  19,  1823. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.,  relative  to  the  transportation  of  specie  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Cadiz, 
has  been  submitted  to  the  President;  and  it  would  afford  both  him  and  myself  great  pleasure  to  comply 
with  your  request,  could  it  be  done  consistently  with  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  and  the  relation  in 
which  we  stand  to  the  belligerents. 

Your  letter  is  not  explicit  as  to  whom  the  money  belongs.  I  take  it  for  granted,  however,  it  is 
Spanish  property,  and  from  the  amount  most  likely  belonging  to  the  Spanish  government.  In  either  case 
it  is  deemed  inadmissible  to  employ  our  public  armed  vessels  for  its  transportation;  under  no  circum- 
stances could  it  be  permitted  to  send  a  vessel  direct  fi'om  Vera  Cruz  to  Cadiz.  Should  I  be  under  a  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property,  and  upon  further  explanation  your  request  can  with 
propriety  be  complied  with,  I  can  assure  you  it  will  give  me  great  satisfaction  to  promote  your  interest 
in  this  respect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding   U.  S.  Naval  Forces,    West  Indies,  &c. 


Navy  Department,  December  22,  1823. 

Sir:  You  will  as  speedily  as  possible,  with  all  tlie  vessels  under  your  command,  resume  your  station 
at  Thompson's  Islaiid,  and  continue  your  exertions  to  repress  piracy  and  protect  our  commerce. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  increase  the  force  under  your  command,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
efiected.  To  this  end  the  frigate  Congress  will,  after  her  arrival  in  the  United  States,  be  ordered  to  join 
you,  and  in  the  course  of  the  spring  one  or  more  sloops-of-war  will  be  added  to  those  already  with  you. 
The  officers  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  Florida  will  report  to  j^ou,  and  you  will  communicate 
their  proceedings  to  this  Department. 

You  will  keep,  as  constantly  as  you  can,  one  of  your  vessels  in  the  neighborhood  of  Vera  Cruz, 
cruising  between  that  port  and  Punto  Lezardo,  to  protect  our  commerce  in  that  quarter.  As  soon  as 
possible  send  the  Hornet  or  one  of  the  large  schooners  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  touching  at  Cape 
Mesurado,  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  African  agency,  and  thence  returning  to  the  usual  track  of  the 
slave  ships.  Let  the  cruise  of  the  vessel  be  such  as  will  comport,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  officers  and  men.  Upon  its  return  you  will  report  the  proceedings  to  this  Department, 
and  send  another  vessel  upon  the  same  service. 

Our  national  vessels  ought  not,  and  must  not,  be  used  for  purposes  of  commercial  adventure.  You 
may  receive  on  board  specie  and  the  articles  permitted  by  the  act  "for  the  better  government  of  the 
navy,"  belonging  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  and  carry  them  from  one  port  or  place  to  anothei',  when 
it  does  not,  in  any  degree,  interfere  with  your  other  duties,  or  violate  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you 
are.  You  may  also  bring  to  the  United  States  specie  belonging  to  our  own  citizens;  but  you  are  in  no 
case  to  permit  anything  in  the  shape  or  character  of  public  advertisements  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  information  that  you  will  carry  them.  So  many  complaints  have  been  publicly  made  on  this 
subject,  that  you  will  carefully  abstain  from  everything  which  can  give  rise  to  unfriendly  comments;  and 
that  the  government  may  know  the  extent  to  which  the  commercial  interests  of  our  citizens  are  benefited 
by  the  assistance  afforded  by  our  public  vessels  on  this  point,  and  be  prepared  to  answer  any  complaints 
on  the  subject  wiiich  may  be  made  by  individuals  or  governments,  you  will  from  time  to  time  make 
reports  to  this  Department  of  all  the  specie  and  other  articles  you  may  carrj', — the  places  to  and  from 
which  you  carry  them,  and  the  circumstances,  terms,  and  conditions  under  which  you  do  it. 

You  will  communicate  as  often  as  possible  to  this  Department;  but  you  will  prevent  communications 
from  all  officers  and  men  under  your  command  to  our  public  prints  respecting  the  movements  of  the 
vessel,  and  of  any  of  your  transactions.  The  propriety  of  such  publications  must  be  left  to  this  Depart- 
ment, and  it  will  take  care  to  afford  to  the  public  full  knowledge  of  all  facts  which  the  interests  of  the 
nation  will  permit  to  be  known.  You  will  be  the  channel  of  all  communications  from  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command,  and  will  see  that  every  communication  from  any  of  them  to  yourself  is 
received  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  person  making  it.     In  cases  of  complaint  and  grievance, 
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in  which  the  superior  officer  is  unwilling  to  be  the  channel  of  communication,  you  will  receive  it  directly 
from  the  perscm  complaining;  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  seldom  be  the  case,  as  the  duty  of  the  supe- 
rior officer  requires  him  to  forward  all  which  are  necessary  and  proper. 

Kigid  discipline,  enforced  in  a  mild  and  gentlemanly  manner,  is  essential"  to  maintain  the  reputation  of 
the  navy,  and  must  not  for  one  moment  be  neglected.  Public  opinion  seems  strongly  to  incline  to  the 
belief  that  such  discipline  is  not  sufficiently  preserved;  great  care  must  be  used  to  overcome  this  impression. 

On  proper  occasions  you  will  enjoin  it  on  all  grades  of  officers  that  they  are  not  to  speak  reproach- 
fully of  each  other,  or  disrespectfully  of  their  superiors,  or  retail  anecdotes  which  do  no  credit  to  the 
individual  members  of  the  profession  nor  to  the  character  of  the  service,  and  are  never  on  any  occasion 
to  comment  on  each  other  in  the  public  prints,  but  that  each  is  to  maintain  in  himself  and  encourage  in 
others  the  most  marked  respect,  the  most  decorous  language,  and  the  strictest  correctness  of  conduct. 
A  thousand  acts  may  disgrace  the  individual  officer  and  injure  the  reputation  of  the  navy,  which  yet 
cannot  well  be  made  the  cause  of  courts-martial  and  punishment.  By  a  course  of  rigid  discipline,  and 
attention  to  language  and  conduct  in  the  officers,  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  less  call  for  public  trials, 
which  have  heretofore  been  so  numerous,  and  lessened  the  warm  attachment  of  the  nation  to  the  navy. 
It  has  happened  on  several  occasions,  with  those  who  have  preceded  j'ou  in  command,  that  a  number  of 
the  officers  have  been  arrested  and  sent  home  to  await  the  return  of  the  squadron,  which  has  created  great 
expense  and  inconvenience  to  individuals  in  the  service.  It  is  hop  d  that  you  will  be  able  to  preserve  a 
proper  discipline  without  a  resort  to  this  expedient,  which  should  only  be  used  when  no  doubt  of  its 
necessity  remains. 

You  will  make  no  acting  appointments  of  any  description,  except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and 
then  with  the  understanding  that  the  appointment  ceases  with  the  necessity  which  created  it. 

Great  anxiety  is  felt  that  the  most  rigorous  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  situation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  midshipmen;  they  are  to  be  objects  of  your  unceasing  care,  both  as  to  their  conduct  and 
improvement  in  their  profession.  Of  the  most  common  difficulties  into  which  they  fall,  you  are  perfectly 
aware,  and  they  need  not  be  mentioned  to  you;  but  there  is  one  which  I  fear  is  generally  unknown  to  the 
commanding  officers,  and  which  is  said  to  be  common:  I  mean  the  habit  of  borrowing  from  each  other 
money  and  articles  of  dress  of  all  kinds.  This  is  a  habit  which  produces  improvidence  and  uncleanliness, 
and  ought  to  be  repressed.  It  is  also  especially  necessary  that  commanding  officers  guard  against  the 
exercise  of  their  feelings  of  partiality  and  preference  in  the  treatment  of  inferiors.  Every  officer  is  entitled 
to  and  must  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  rank  and  station.  Whenever  they  are  denied  to 
one  and  permitted  to  another,  or  preferences  are  shown,  unkind  feelings  and  insubordination  are  immedi- 
ately engendered  and  lasting  injury  done  to  the  service.  You  need  not,  I  am  sure,  be  urged  to  an  attention 
to  this  matter. 

It  will  probably  be  in  your  power,  while  protecting  the  commercial,  to  add  something  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  nation,  by  procuring  information  respecting  valuable  animals,  seeds,  and  plants,  and 
importing  such  as  you  conveniently  can,  without  inattention  to  your  more  appropriate  duties,  and  without 
expense  to  the  government. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information  and  direction,  copies  of  the  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  piracy  and  the 
slave  trade,  together  with  the  general  instructions  on  those  points  given  to  the  commanders  of  our  cruising 
vessels.  Previously  to  sailing,  transmit  a  complete  muster  roll  of  all  persons  attached  to  the  vessels  under 
your  command,  mentioning,  among  other  things,  of  what  States  the  officers,  both  commissioned  and  war- 
ranted, are  residents  or  citizens. 

Accompanying  this,  for  your  information  and  a  guide  in  your  instructions,  are  copies  of  the  orders 
given  by  this  Department  to  some  of  the  commanders  who  were  directed  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Wishing  you  good  health,  a  prosperous  and  honorable  cruise,  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
(Signed)"  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

P.  S. — The  United  States  schooner  Porpoise,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Ramage,  is  under  your 
command. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

West  Indies  ,  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Coast  of  Africa.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  Januar;/  12,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Christie  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  request  your 
attention  to  its  contents. 

After  you  shall  have  made  yourself  fully  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  persons  on  the  island, 
if  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  their  safety  requires  it,  you  will  send  them  to  the  United  States. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c,, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  DAvm  Porter,  commanding  United  States  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Navy  Department,  January  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  letter  received  from  John  Mullen,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  ship 
Hornet;  you  will  please  to  direct  an  inquiry  into  his  case,  and  if  you  shall  be  satisfied  that  he  is  a  British 
subject,  let  him  be  discharged,  if  he  be  not  in  debt  to  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  vespectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Enclosed   is    an   extract  from  a  letter  dated  at  Alvarado,  in  No\-ember  last,  submitted  for  j'our 
information. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United  States  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk;  Va. 
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Navy  Department,  January  15,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  from  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Esq.,  and  to 
request  your  immediate  attention  to  the  same. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  DAvm  Porter,  commanding  United  States  West  India  iSquadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Navy  Departmext,  February  T,  1824. 
Sir:  Upon  the  subject  of  your  letter,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  respecting  the  cruise  contemplated  for 
the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  I  would  observe  that  the  orders  to  Lieutenant  Sloat  are  proper, 
except  that  the  aid  furnished  on  the  coast  of  Africa  must  be  to  the  agent  of  the  government  for 
recaptured  Africans,  not  to  the  agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  The  government  has  not 
yet  recognized  that  society  as  proper  to  receive  such  aid,  but  the  result  will  probably  be  the  same. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United  States  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 


Navy  Department,  February  19,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  communications  on  the  subject  of  blockade  have  been  received,  and  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  has  instructed  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  his  wish  that  you  should  not  attempt  to  break  any 
blockade  sustained  by  force;  but  when  you  are  prevented  from  entering  a  blockaded  place,  immediately 
make  report  thereof,  with  the  circumstances  attending  it,  to  this  Department. 

I  am  also  instructed  to  urge  upon  you  the  cultivation  of  the  best  personal  and  national  feeling  in 
your  intercourse  with  all  the  officers  of  other  nations  with  whom  you  may  meet,  and  enjoin  the  same  upon 
those  under  your  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  W.  I.  Squadron,  Norfolk. 


Navy  Department,  February  21,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  jr-,  of  Boston,  in 
relation   to  measures   supposed  to  have  been  taken  to  procure  a  schooner  to  be  employed  for  piratical 
purposes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  West  Indies,  <tc. 


Navy  Department,  March  19,  1824. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that  some  hostile  feelings  have  been  manifested  by 
the  Indians  in  Florida  towards  the  commissioners  engaged  in  running  certain  lines  under  the  authority 
of  the  government,  and  that  the  occasional  appearance  of  an  armed  vessel  on  the  western  coast  of  Florida, 
particularly  in  Tampa  Bay  and  its  neighborlu)od,  would  be  serviceable  in  repressing  those  feelings,  and 
keeping  the  Indians  quiet. 

It  has  also  been  represented  that  many  depredations  are  committed  on  the  live  oak,  cedar  and  other 
timber  of  Florida,  and  that  much  of  it  is  carried  away  and  sold  in  the  West  India  islands,  and  elsewhere. 
It  is  very  important  that  these  depredations  should  be  prevented.  On  the  23d  of  February,  1822,  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  prevent 
the  felling,  cutting,  and  other  destruction  of  timber,  or  the  carrying  away  of  what  was  already  cut,  and 
to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  di'stnirtidn  nf  the  public  timber  in  that  Territory.  It  is  believed  that,  by 
sending  frequently  one  or  more  ol'  the  vessels  under  your  command  along  the  western  coast  of  Florida, 
both  objects  may  be  accomplished,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  it  be  may  done. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  remind  you  that  I  am  very  anxious  that  all  commanding  officers  should  make 
frequent  and  particular  reports  to  the  Department  of  the  conduct  and  merits  of  the  officers  under  their 
command. 

I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  W.  I.  Squadron,  &c.,  Thompson's  Mand. 


NAVi-  Department,  April  23,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  presidents  of  the  Union  and  New  York  Insurance  Companies, 
at  New  York,  stating  that,  "  by  an  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  information  is  received  that  the  schooner 
Pacification,  Hilliard,  master,  bound  from  Jacmel,  in  the   Island  of  Hayti,  to  New  York,  had  been  cap- 
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tured  by  a  Colombian  armed  schooner,  and  was  afterwards  fallen  in  with  by  the  United  States  steam 
galliot  Sea  Gull,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Voorhees,  who  took  possession  of  and  ordered  her  for  Key 
West."  They  also  state  that  insurance  on  this  vessel  and  cargo  to  a  considerable  amount  had  been 
efl'ected  at  their  respective  offices,  and  they  are  therefore  desirous,  for  the  benefit  of  all  interested,  that 
the  property  should  be  brought  to  its  port  of  original  destination. 

If  there  be  not  in  the  case  some  facts  which  would  render  a  compliance  with  their  request  inexpe- 
dient or  improper,  it  would  be  best  to  -gratify  their  wish. 

I  am,  very,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  DAvm  Porter,  commandinrj  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  &c. 


Navy  Departsiext,  May  24,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received,  advising  that  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by 
Purser  Thornton  upon  this  Department  for  $5,000,  had  been  returned  protested.  This  circumstance  is  to 
be  regretted,  both  as  it  respects  the  injury  done  to  the  credit  of  navy  bills,  and  the  damages  incurred  in 
the  present  instance.  The  refusal  to  pay  this  draft  when  offered  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  want  of 
funds,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  annual  appropriation  bill  by  Congress,  and  an 
occurrence  of  the  kind  will  not  again  take  place. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,     • 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  &c. 


Navy  Department,  May  31,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  May  has  been  received;  The  Decoy  will  be  prepared  to  return  to  you 
as  speedily  as  possible.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  Grayhound;  and  it  is  probable 
that  she  will  be  laid  up  or  sold.  AVhen  any  vessels  are  ordered  home  for  repairs,  they  must  be  reported 
to  the  Department,  that  orders  may  be  issued  for  the  purpose. 

The  amount  of  force  at  this  time  on  the  station  is  less  than  was  intended;  but  the  delay  in  passing 
the  appropriation  law  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  send  yoU  either  the  Hornet  or  Porpoise.  They  will 
both  be  dispatched  now,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared.  This  delay  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the 
Hornet  must  either  encounter  the  rainy  season,  or  not  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  was  originally 
designed. 

You  have  now  under  your  command  the  John  Adams,  Hornet,  Spark,  Porpoise,  Shark,  Sea  Gull, 
Decoy,  and  seven  small  schooners,  in  all  fourteen  vesselsj  exclusive  of  the  barges.  I  did  intend  to  send 
a  larger  vessel  than  either  of  them,  but  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  and  the  time  it  was  made,  will 
probably  put  it  out  of  my  power.     It  shall  still,  however,  be  done  if  it  can  be  accomplished. 

I  regret  the  state  of  your  medical  aid.  You  have  now  eleven  medical  officers  attached  to  the  station; 
and  within  ten  months  past  there  have  been  under  your  command  no  less  than  five  surgeons,  and  seven- 
teen surgeons'  mates,  many  of  them  acting  as  surgeons,  and  fitted  for  the  office.  With  such  numbers 
your  medical  assistance  ought  not  to  have  been  so  reduced  as  you  state  it  to  be  at  present.  Neither 
these,  nor  other  officers,  must  be  permitted  to  leave  the  station  for  light  excuses.  If  they  are,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  Department  to  keep  the  station  supplied.  All  that  can  be  done,  with  the  numbers  for 
which  provision  is  made  by  law,  will  be  done.  In  the  meantime  those  with  you  must  be  i-etained,  unless 
absolute  necessity  compels  them  to  leave  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  Coast  of  Africa,  T]iompson''s  Island. 


Navy  Department,  July  8,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  VoU,  herewith,  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  you  from  this 
Department,  but  which  you  have  not  received,  bearing  dates  on  the  19th  February,  and  16th  March, 
(enclosing  (topy  of  a  letter  from  James  Beatty,)  19th  March,  and  23d  March,  (enclosing  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Gregory, )  to  which  I  respectfully  request  your  attention. 
I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,  ;«r  Chas.  Hay. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  d:c. 


Navy  Department,  August  16,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Col.  George  M.  Brooke,  of  the 
U.  S.  army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  respecting  some  timber  seized  by  the  former,  and  supposed  to  have 
been  cut  from  the  public  lands  in  Florida.    I  refer  you  to  my  letter,  under  date  of  the  19th  March  last,  for 
instructions  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY,  pei-  Chas.  Hat. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commaiiding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  &c.     Present. 
VOL.  II— =^83  K 
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Navy  Departmext,  September  8,  1824. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  tlic  commanding  officer  at  New  York  has  been  directed  to 
Bend  tit'ty  men,  if  that  number  lias  been  entered  for  the  general  service,  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  to 
serve  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams.  The  recruiting*  officer,  at  Baltimore  has  been  authorized  to 
enter  twenty-five  additional  men,  and  send  them  as  early  as  practicable  to  Philadelphia  for  the  same  ship. 
These,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  nearly  enough  to  make  up  her  complement,  but,  if  not,  the  deficiency  will 
be  supplied  in  a  few  days. 
I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,  per  John  Boyle. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Wed  India  Squadron,.  Cheder,  Penn. 


Navy  Department,  October  9,  1824. 
Sir:  Surgeon  "Walter  W.  New  having  reported  to  you,  in  obedience  to  his  order  of  the  11th  June  last, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence  for  five  months,  if,  in  j'our  opinion,  the  situation 
of  the  service  will  permit  his  absence  for  that  length  of  time. 
I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  .      SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,   W.  I.  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  dbc. 


Navy  Department,  October  14,  1824. 

Sir:  It  is  deemed  expedient  by  the  Executive  that  you  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  your  station 
in  the  John  Adams,  that  by  your  presence  there  the  most  efficient  protection  may  be  afforded  to  our  com- 
merce, and  you  may  be  ready  to  meet  any  contingencies  which  occur.  The  Constellation  will  be  fitted 
for  sea,  and  sent  to  you  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  enelose,  by  order  of  the  President,  an  extract  from  a  letter  lately  received  from  the  Island  of  Cuba. 
You  will  consider  it  confidential,  and  to  be  used  for  your  information  so  far  as  you  may  find  it  useful. 

With  the  Constellation,  directions  will  be  sent  for  you  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Hayti,  there  to 
accomplish  certain  objects  which  will  be  particularly  explained  to  you,  and  instructions  given. 

I  enclose  a  circular  letter  on  the  subject  of  acting  appointments,  to  which  I  urge  your  particular 
attention.  No  subject  has  been  found  to  create  greater  difficulties  than  acting  appointments,  and  per- 
mission to  officers  to  perform  duties  above  the  grade  in  which  they  are  known  to  the  Department. 

I  also  enclose  certain  directions  for  the  survey  of  Pensacola,  Tampa  Bay,  Key  West,  and  the  Dry 
Tortugas.  I  have  also  directed  to  report  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  this  survey.  Master  Com- 
mandant   ,  Lieutenant  J.  AV.  Sherburne,  Midshipmen  Lewis  M.  Goldsborough  and  Joseph 

Bowman.  Should  you  deem  the  services  of  any  other  officers  necessary  for  this  purpose,  you  will  inform 
me  of  it.  You  will  direct  a  vessel  to  be  use  I  for  this  purpose.  The  Florida  will  be  retained  for  a  few 
weeks  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Charleston  harbor,  after  which  she  will  be  ordered  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  join  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

(Signed)  S.AM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  an  extract  from  one  of  tlie  public  prints,  to  apprise  you  of  the  fact  that  Mid- 
shipmen Robert  Ritchie,  George  F.  Weaver,  and  AVm.  Green  arc  stated  to  have  sailed  from  New  York  in 
the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  the  two  first  as  lieutenants,  and  the  last  as  sailingmaster.  I  pre- 
sume this  must  have  been  done  without  your  knowledge,  as  I  am  aware  of  no  authority  which  could  have 
been  given  to  these  midshipmen  to  sail  from  the  United  States  in  those  capacities. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  D.  Porter.     Present. 


Circular. 

Navy  Department,  October  14,  1824. 

Sir:  It  has  become  necessary  to  enforce  rigorously  the  following  directions,  to  which  your  particular 
attention  is  requested": 

No  person  is  to  be  appointed  acting  midshipman,  or  permitted  to  act  as  such  on  board  of  any  of  our 
public  vessels,  without  the  express  authority  and  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

No  acting  appointments  of  any  other  kind  are  to  be  made  without  such  permission,  except  in  cases 
of  absolute  necessity,  and  then  with  the  understanding  that  they  cease  with  the  necessity  that  caused 
them,  and  always,  as  matter  of  course,  when  the  officers  are  detached  from  the  tee.sel  or  service  in  which 
they  received  them;  and  when  any  commander  on  a  foreign  station  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  mak- 
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■ing-  any  acting  appointments,  ho  is  to  give  the  earliest  possible  information  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  his  reasons  for  making  such  appointments. 

No  officer  acting  under  an  appointment,  not  expressly  sanctioned  by  the  Department,  shall  vi'ear  the 
uniform  of  a  higher  grade  than  that  by  which  he  is  known  to  the  Department,  nor  shall  any  midshipman 
or  sailingmaster,  acting  as  lieutenant,  receive  the  pay  of  lieutenant  commanding,  except  under  the  cir- 
cumstances provided  for  in  the  13th  article,  under  the'head  of  appointments,  in  the  general  regulations  of 
the  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Cora.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Wed  India  Squadron,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  October  15,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress.  The  surveys  and  examinations  under  it,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  Thompson's  Island,  the  Dry  Tortugas,  Tampa  Bay,  and  Pensacola,  are  confided  to  your  care, 
superintendence  a  d  direction.  The  surveys  of  the  two  former  places,  already  made,  are  supposed  to  be 
sufficient.     Several  officers  have  been  directed  to  report  to  you  to  aid  in  this  duty,   and   you  will  assign 

for  it  such  vessel  under  your  command  as  you  think  most  proper. ,  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 

will  accompany  you  to  aid  in  that  portion  of  the  service  which  relates  to  the  defences  of  the  place 
examined.  Having  other  duties  to  attend  to,  it  will  be  best  that  the  vessels  to  be  engaged  proceed  there 
immediately,  to  be  followed  by  you  as  soon  as  you  can  make  the  necessary  and  proper  arrangements  with 
your  squadron.  You  will  make  report  on  the  subject  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  Your  examination 
and  report  will  be  directed  to  the  following  points,  viz: 

The  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  at  the  lowest  and  highest  spring  tides,  and  at  common  tides. 

Whether  the  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar  is  afl'ected  by  any,  and  what  winds,  to  what  extent,  and  in 
what  manner. 

The  strength  of  current  on  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  anchorage  within  it. 

Width  of  channel  upon  the  bar,  width  of  the  bar,  and  nature  of  the  bottom;  with  what  wind  large 
vessels  can  cross  the  bar,  bound  inwards  and  outwards. 

The  prevailing  winds  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

Whether  the  passage  across  the  bar  can  be  commanded  by  batteries  upon  the  shore. 

Whether  vessels  can  anchor  without,  and  near  the  bar,  under  the  protection  of  batteries  to  be  erected 
on  the  shore. 

From  what  positions,  and  by  what  extent  and  nature  of  force,  can  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  be 
defended  against  an  enemy. 

The  extent  of  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  of  the  largest  size  which  can  cross  the  bar. 

The  convenience  of  such  anchorage  for  receiving  supplies  from  the  shore. 

Facilities  for  obtaining  good  fresh  water. 

What  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores  for  a  fleet  could  be  obtained  from  the  suiTounding  country, 
and  to  what  extent,  at  short  notice. 

Whether  the  harbor  has  good  positions  for  a  dock  or  navy  yard. 

How  near  to  the  present  shore  of  such  position  does  a  channel  run,  of  the  same  depth  as  the  water 
on  the  bar,  at  highest  spring  tides. 

Has  it  good  fresh  water  in  its  vicinity,  and  in  what  quantities. 

General  health  of  the  position,  and  quality  of  the  soil. 

Facilities  of  wharfing  to  the  channel. 

Whether  the  worm  is  destructive  in  the  harbor. 

From  what  quarter  the  navy  or  dock  yard  could  be  most  readily  attacked. 

The  best  means  of  defence. 

To  what  extent  a  militia  force  could  be  depended  upon  to  resist  a  sudden  attack. 

You  will  specify  the  points  which  are  determined  from  personal  observation,  and  those  upon  which 
your  information  is  derived  from  other  and  what  sources. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

P.  S. — It  has  been  ascertained,  since  the  foregoing  was  written,  that  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers cannot  be  detailed  to  assist  in  the  survey;  you  will  therefore  proceed  in  the  execution  of  this  duty 
in  the  best  manner  you  can  with  the  force  at  your  disposal. 

Commodore  David  Porter.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  18,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  examined  the  regulations  and  reflected  on  the  subject  of  Lieutenant  Aiflick  being  ordered 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  captain  of  the  squadron,  and  I  cannot  view  it  in  any  other  light  than  a  direct 
violation  of  the  regulations.     This  being  so,  I  cannot  give  the  orders. 

There  are  several  masters  commandant  not  employed,  any  of  whom  I  should  be  glad  to  order  to  yon 
for  the  purpose,  if  it  be  your  wish  to  have  an  officer  of  that  grade  to  discharge  the  duty. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  3Iexico.     Present. 
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Navy  Department,  October  18,  1824. 
Sir:  Enclosed  lierewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Andrew  Armstrong,  United 
States  agent  at  Port  an  Prince,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  capture  of  the  ship  Onis,  of  New 
York,  by  the  Colombian  privateer  Independentia. 
I  am  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forcpx,  We^l  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  19,  1824. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  papers  are  submitted  for  your  perusal,  and,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  you  can 
make  extracts  from  them;  after  which,  be  pleased  to  return  them  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  United  Slates  Navy.     Present. 


Circidar. 

Navy  Department,  October  19,  1824. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  quantity  of  blank  forms,  of  the  following  description,  viz:  Monthly 
return  of  the  officers  and  crew;  of  persons  discharged;  of  desertions ;  and  of  deaths  on  board  each  vessel 
attached  to  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

You  will  be  particular  in  directing  that  every  commander  be  furnished  with  a  supply,  and  requiring 
that  they  be  carefully  and  correctly  filled  up,  and  regularly  forwarded,  through  you,  to  this  Department. 
They  are  always  to  be  filled  up  for  the  term  of  a  calendar  month,  and  are  to  commence  from  the  month 
next  ensuing  the  departure  of  a  vessel  from  the  United  States  on  a  cruise.  Whenever  it  so  happens  that 
no  deaths,  desertions,  or  discharges  take  place  during  a  whole  month,  the  fact  may  be  communicated  by 
letter.  It  is  not  only  desirable,  but  indispensably  necessary,  that  the  Department  should  be  constantly 
advised  of  the  situation  of  every  vessel  in  service;  therefore,  a  strict  compliance  with  this,  as  well  as  all 
other  circulars,  will  be  exacted. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  forms,  I  transmit  a  number  of  a  diiferent  description,  exhibiting 
a  general  view  of  the  whole  squadron  under  your  command. 

Should  the  quantity  now  sent  not  be  sufficient  for  all  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  advise  the  Department  of  the  same,  and  also  give  early  information  when  a  further  supply  is  wanted, 
that  you  may  be  furnished  in  season  therewith,  It  is  presumed  that  you  have  enough,  at  present,  for  six 
months. 

I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.     Present, 


Navy  Department,  October  20,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  day's  date  has  been  received;  the  act  of  Congress  therein  referred  to  was 
inadvertently  omitted  in  the  hurry  of  making  up  the  last  package  for  you,  and  is  enclosed  herewith. 

A  communication  will  be  addressed  to  you  in  the  course  of  the  day,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
master  commandant  for  the  surveying  service,  under  your  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c,, 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United  States  West  India  Squadron,  &c.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  20,  1824. 
Sir:  The  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  John  Adams  has  applied  to  the  recruiting 
officer  at  Baltimore  for  twelve  men,  in  addition   to  those  already  entered;  if  this  number  should  be 
required  to  make  up  the  complement  of  that  ship,  they  can  be  transferred  from  other  service  on  your 
application  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  21,  1824. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  dated  the  20th  inst.,  which  related  to  the  name  of  the  master 
commandant,  left  blank  in  my  orders  to  you  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  would  observe  that  the  blank  was  left  on 
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account  of  your  intimation  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the  vessel  designated  for  the  surveying  service 
would  be  sufficient,  as  he  possessed  the  requisite  qualifications. 

The  charts  necessary  to  aid  you  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  surveys,  committed  to  your  direction, 
will  be  in  readiness  to-morrow;  and  you  will  please  to  send  for  them  to  the  office  of  the  commissioners, 
in  which  they  are  now  in  possession. 
I  am,'  very,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  United  States  Wed  India  Squadron.     Present. 


Na\t  Department,  October  21,  1824. 

Sir:  Until  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  19th  were  received,  I  supposed  that  an  answer  had  been  sent 
to  your  inquiries  respecting  the  cruisers  sailing  under  the  flags  and  authority  of  the  governments  in 
South  America,  which  are  said  to  have  trespassed  upon  our  commerca. 

The  subject  was  promptly  laid  before  the  President,  his  instructions  received,  and  an  answer  pre- 
pared; the  omission  to  send  it  was  accidental.  Until  it  was  received,  however,  the  previous  instructions 
were  your  proper  guide. 

It  is  the  will  of  the  President  that  you  do  not  molest  vessels  belonging  to  those  governments,  and 
bearing  their  flags,  except  such  as  are  piratical,  if  any  such  there  are. 

The  injuries  which  we  have  suffered  from  vessels  of  the  description  you  mention  have  already  been 
made  a  subject  of  discussion  between  us  and  their  respective  governments,  and  it  is  hoped  that  speedy 
reparation  will  be  made  and  the  evil  terminated.  The  object  of  communicating  the  instances  of  capture 
was  to  apprise  you  fully  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  evil,  so  far  as  known  to  the  Department,  that 
you  might  do  what  you  could  to  guard  our  vessels  against  it,  and  procure  and  furnish  such  information 
as  might  be  within  your  reach  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  very  respectfullj',  &c., 
(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.    Present. 


Navy  Department,  October  21,  1824. 

Sir:  You  letter  dated  the  19th  instant  has  created  surprise.  Looking  to  the  good  of  the  service, 
every  attention  has  been  shown  to  you  which  your  station  required,  and  which  could  be  dictated  by  a 
just  estimation  of  your  public  service. 

The  command  which  was  given  to  you,  at  your  earnest  request,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1823,  was  a 
highly  important  one,  and  your  conduct,  in  discharge  of  its  duties,  satisfactory  to  the  President.  The 
interval  since  you  left  that  station  has  been  interesting,  as  it  is  understood  that  piracy  has  revived, 
and  is  making  extensive  ravages  on  our  commerce.  Communications  have  been  made  to  you  to  apprise 
you  fully  of  this  fact.  The  presence  there  of  an  officer  of  rank  and  experience  is,  of  course,  necessary. 
The  size  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  sails  is  matter  of  small  moment,  and  must  depend  upon  circumstances. 
You  are  aware  of  the  intention  to  send  the  Constellation  to  that  station  as  soon  as  she  can  conveniently 
be  prepared. 

Your  return  to  this  place  without  permission,  or  apprising  the  Department  of  a  necessity  for  it,  was 
unexpected;  but  no  complaint  has  heretofore  been  made  of  your  remaining  here,  because  it  was  believed 
that  your  health  was  not  perfectly  good,  and  your  shoulder  lame  and  painful.  But  this  obstacle  has 
been  removed ;  and  had  you  earlier  apprised  the  Department  that  you  considered  this  place  within  the 
limits  of  your  station,  that  the  command  had  ceased  to  be  pleasant  to  you,  and  that  you  were  apprehen- 
sive of  the  climate,  you  would  have  been  relieved,  and  a  successor  appointed.  But  having  failed  to  give 
this  information,  and  the  presence  of  a  commander  on  the  station  being  now  indispensable,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  it. 

When  it  is  convenient  to  the  Department,  your  wish  to  be  relieved  shall  be  gratified.  Upon  a  repe- 
rusal  of  your  orders  you  will  find  that  no  intimation  is  given  that  Thompson's  Island  alone  io  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  station,  and  that  you  are  to  remain  stationary  there,  nor  that  you  are  to  lead  in  person 
every  expedition  fitted  out  from  it. 

I  purposely  abstain  from  comment  upon  certain  matters  in  your  letter.     You  will  hereafter  hear  from 
the  Department  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  very,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.    Present. 


Navy  Department,  March  24,  1825. 
Sir:  Midshipman  Rowan,  of  the  West  India  squadron,  has  applied  for  leave  of  ab.sence  to  visit  his 
friends  in  Ohio.     I  have  suspended  a  decision  on  his  request  until  I  can  be  informed  whether  you  will 
require  his  testimony  in  the  investigation  which  you  have  called  for.     Your  early  attention  to  this  is 
requested. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  United  States  Navy,  Washington. 
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Navy  Department,  March  25,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  inform  you  that 
I  am  aware  of  no  objection,  on  the  part  of  the  Dt'partment,  to  3'our  going  to  Norfolk  and  returning  at  the 
time  specified. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,  per  C.  Hay. 

Captain  D.  Porter,  United  States  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  April  20,  1825. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  precept  which  has  been  issued  for  a  court  to  make  the 
inquiry,  instituted  "by  the  Executive,  into  your  conduct  at  Foxardo.  You  will  perceive  that  the  same 
court  is  also  directed  to  make  the  ii»quiry  which  has  been  granted  at  your  own  request. 

In  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  which  has  been  received,  it  created  some  surprise  to  find  the  decla- 
ration that  the  "positive  injunction,"  in  the  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  27th  December,  1824,  to 
"  proceed  without  unnecessary  delay  to  this  place,"  deprived  you  of  the  opportunity,  without  taking  on 
yourself  great  responsibility,  of  obtaining,  by  personal  application,  the  written  testimony  necessary  in 
the  case.. 

By  referring  to  that  letter,  you  will  find  that  you  are  expressly  charged  to  "bring  with  you  those 
officers  whose  testimony  is  necessary,  particularly  Lieutenant  Flatt,  and  such  written  evidence  as  you 
may  suppose  useful "  for  the  "  full  investigation,"  which  it  was  declared  the  importance  of  the  transac- 
tion demanded. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  views  of  the  Executive,  either  as  to  the  necessity  or  character  of 
the  investigation,  and  any  delay  which  has  occurred  in  proceeding  with  it" must  he  attributed  to  other 
causes.  .        » 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  say,  "  the  affair  at  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of 
my  recall;  the  affair  of  Foxardo  was  the  occasion  of  my  being  displaced  from  my  command;  it  is  that 
affair  which  now  keeps  me  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  my  official  functions,"  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
that  although  that  affair  was  the  immediate  cause  of  your  recall,  yet  you  are  not  ignorant  that  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  Department  to  recall  you  from  that  command  for  other  reasons,  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
convenient  to  substitute  a  competent  officer  in  your  place,  a  purpose  only  prevented  by  this  transaction, 
which  intervened  previouslj'  to  its  execution. 

No  other  notice  of  the   style   and  manner  of  your  letter  is  deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  than  to 
remind  you  of  the  relation  which  subsists  between  you  and  the  Department. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  April  26,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  several  papers  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Department  in 
the  form  of  complaint,  respecting  certain  proceedings  at  Thompson's  Island. 

The  Department  has  not  the  means   of  furnishing  a  satisfactory  answer,  and  requests  your  early 
attention  to  the  matter. 

The  papers  sent  are  the  originals,  which  you  will  please  to  return  with  such   statement  as  you  can 
make  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Deparjient,  May  28,  1825. 
Sir:  The  court  of  inquiry  lately  assembled  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington,  has  closed  its  examination 
into  the  matters  submitted  to  it,  and  made  report  to  the  Department. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Executive  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  that  further  pro- 
ceedings should  be  had  in  relation  to  the  transactions  at  Foxardo,  and  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 
charges  will  be  preferred,  you  will  be  arrested,  and  a  court-martial  summoned  for  your  trial. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  June  13,  1825. 

Sir:  Your  letter  transmitting  a  pamphlet  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  the 
transactions  at  Foxardo,  &c.,  was  received,  and  the  copy,  endorsed  for  the  President,  immediately  deliv- 
ered to  him. 

It  is  cause  of  surprise  that  you  should  have  considered  it  proper,  while  your  case  and  the  report  of 
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the  court  of  inquiry  were  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Executive,  to  make  a  publication  relating 
thereto,  and  especially  a  publication  in  so  many  respects  deficient  and  inaccurate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Comniodurc  David  Portek,  United  States  Navy.     Present. 


Na-\^  Departmext,  June  22,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  the  charges  and  specifications  upon  which  you  will  be  tried  before  a  court- 
martial,  which  will  be  convened  on  the  seventh  day  of  July  next,  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington,  and  of 
which  Captain  James  Barron  has  been  appointed  the  president.  At  the  time  and  place  mentioned  you 
will  report  yourself  to  the  court  for  trial  upon  said  charges.  In  the  meantime  you  will  be  under  no 
restraint  in  preparing  for  your  defence.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will  consider  yourself  under 
arrest.  It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  call  upon  you  to  surrender  your  sword,  nor  to  assign  limits  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  United  States  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  August  IT,  1825. 
Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial,  during  the  five 
last  days  in  which  it  was  engaged  in  the  trial  of  the  charges  against  you.     You  will  perceive  in  them 
the  finding  and  sentence  of  the  court,  with  the  approval  annexed. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  those  of  the  court-martial, 
will  be  published  without  delay,  by  direction  of  the  Executive. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.   SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  United  States  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  August  20,  1825. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  requesting  "leave  of  absence  during  the  term  of  sus- 
pension prescribed  by  the  court,"  has  been  received.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  that  oflScers  under 
suspension,  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  should  apply  for  or  obtain  leave  of  absence  to  visit  any  part 
of  the  United  States  during  the  time  of  suspension.  If  your  object  is  to  leave  the  United  States,  the 
Department  has  no  objection  to  your  doing  so.  This  permission  is  in  no  way  to  operate  upon  or  affect 
the  sentence  of  the  court. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  United  States  Navy.     Present. 


Navy  Department,  August  23,  1825. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  note  from  dommodore  Porter,  of  yester- 
day's date,  requesting  that  he  would  "authorize  Mr.  Force  to  give  publicity,  in  his  journal,  to  the 
opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry  as  to  ihe  employment  of  the  West  India  squadron  during  his  command." 

No  objection  is  perceived  to  Mr.  Force's  publishing  the  whole  report  and  finding  of  the  court  of 
inquiry,  whenever  Commodore  Porter  shall  think  proper.  A  communication  to  this  effect  has  been  made 
to  Mr.  Force. 


Navy  Department,  April  2^,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  court  of  inquiry,  consisting  of  Captains  Isaac  Chauncey, 
president,  William  M.  Crane,  and  George  0.  Read,  members,  has  been  ordered  to  convene  at  the  Navy 
yard  in  Washington,  on  Monday,  the  2d  day  of  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  conduct 
of  Captain  D.  Porter,  in  relation  to  the  occurrences  which  took  place  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto 
Rico,  in  the  month  of  November  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State. 
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3Ir.   Clay  to  Mr.  Salmon. 

Department  of  State,  Wa.'^hingfon,  April  29,  1825. 
Bon.  Hilario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon,  Philadelphia: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  court  of  imiuiry  has  been  ordered,  and  will  assemble  at 
the  Navy  yard,  in  Washing-ton  city,  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  the  next  month,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
into  the  conduct  of  Captain  D.  Porter,  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  relation  to  the  occurrences  which 
took  place  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  November  last.  Any  evidence  perti- 
nent to  the  case,  which  you  may  think  proper  to  adduce  before  that  court,  will  be  respectfully  received 
and  considered.  '  The  court  will,  probably,  remain  in  session  several  days. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  H.  CLAY. 


The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  informs  him  that 
he  has  just  received  from  Mr.  Salmon,  the  Spanish  charge  d'affaires,  a  communication  of  some  papers 
for  the  court  of  inquiry,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Porter,  which  he  will  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  as  soon  as  a  translatitm  of  them,  now  in  progress,  shall  be  completed. 

Department  of  State,  Waahington,  May  5,  1825. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  he  transmits  to 
him,  herewith,  a  note  from  Mr.  Salmon,  Spanish  chargd  d'affaires,  which  has  just  been  received  at  the 
Department  of  State,  accompanied  by  two  documents,  in  relation  to  the  incursion  of  Captain  Porter  into 
the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  the  affairs  at  Foxardo,  which  occurred  last  November,  together  with  trans- 
lations of  the  same. 

The  propriety  of  laying  these  papers  before  the  court  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that  oflScer,  in 
regard  to  these  transactions,  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Department  of  State,  May  6,  1825. 

Mr.  Southard  is  requested  to  cau-e  the  original  papers  to  be  returned,  when  there  shall  be  no  further 
use  for  them. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Salmon  to  Mr.   Clay. 

Legation  of  Spain,  Philadelphia,  May  2,  1825. 
To  the  honorable  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  Slates: 

Sir:  I  yesterday  received- your  note,  with  which  I  was  honored,  announcing  to  me  that  a  court  of 
inquiry  would  be  instituted  to-day  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Captain  D.  Porter  in  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  Foxardo,  in  the  month  of  November  last,  and  requesting  of  me  any  documents  or  testimony 
which  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  submit  to  that  court. 

I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  an  extract  of  a  communication  made  to  me  by  the  Captain 
General  of  Puerto  Rico,  under  date  of  the  23d  of  November,  upon  this  subject,  and  a  gazette  of  the 
government  subsequently  received,  in  which  you  will  find  an  article  on  the  present  affairs. 

These  are  the  only  documents  which  I  am  able  to  furnish  at  this  time.  The  proceedings  and  the 
gazette  alluded  to  in  the  communication  of  the  captain  general  were  neglected,  by  some  difHculty  or 
accident;  these  might  have  been  important  in  elucidating  the  conduct  of  Captain  Porter. 

I  presume  the  gazette,  mentioned  in  the  communication,  may  be  the  same  as  that  from  which  a 
translation  was  made  for  the  newspapers  of  this  city,  about  the  middle  of  last  November.  These  papers, 
at  the  same  time,  published  letters  from  a  clerk  in  the  house  of  Cabot,  Bailey  &  Co.,  and  from  some  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who,  it  appears,  were  principally  concerned  in  this  unpleasant  matter. 

The  relations  of  these  citizens,  if  true,  as  I  incline  to  think  they  are,  tend  to  criminate  Capt.  Porter 
more  deeply  than  those  pnlilishcd  in  the  government  gazette  of  Puerto  Rico.  There  have  existed  cases, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  wlicrc  Cdlonibian  privateers  (whose  commanders  and  crew  had  assumed  the 
uniform  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  of  which  they  were  native  citizens)  have  entered  Spanish  ports, 
unsuspected  by  tlio  local  authorities.  But  supposing  this  never  to  have  happened,  was  it  strange  that 
till-  siilialtcru  authorities  of  Puerto  Rico,  at  a  tin»e  of  war  with  some  neighboring  governments,  and 
when  the  island  was  exposed  to  an  invasion,  should  have  detained  a  few  foreigners,  for  an  hour  or  two, 
who  were  justly  liable  to  suspicion  from  their  having  neither  passports  nor  papers,  nor  any  uniform  to 
distinguish  them  from  enemies?  This  short  and  just  detention  appears  to  have  been  the  sole  ground  of 
complaint  by  Captain  Porter  against  the  authorities  of  Foxardo,  and  which  was  judged  sufficient  cause 
for  violating  the  Spanish  territory  and  threatening  a  small,  peaceable  and  defenceless  village  with  vin- 
dictive menace.  It  has  not  yet  appeared  that  Captain  Porter,  or  his  agents,  had  received  any  injury 
from  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Foxardo,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  shown  the  greatest  attention. 

These  agents,  far  from  respecting  the  laws,  and  the  orders  of  the  local  authorities,  derided  them, 
and  provoked  their  resentment,  with  the  most  insulting  insolence.  "The  town,"  (Foxardo,)  says  the 
relation  of  the  clerk,  in  the  house  of  Cabot  &  Co.,  which  was  published  in  the  Boston  Palladium,  "lay 
about  two  miles  from  the  beach,  but  we  found  the  harbormaster  there,  and  having  explained  to  him  our 
business,  and  the  reason  why  the  officers  came  in  citizens'  dresses,  we  took  our  road  to  the  town;  tve  tvere 
immediately  called  hack,  and  ordered  to  remain  on  the  beach  until  the  captain  of  the  port  should  come 
down,  which  would  lie  in  tlic  course  of  the  day.  I  told  him  my  business  was  too  urgent,  and  I  could  not 
ivait,  but  I  would  cull  ..n  (he  (■a))tiiin  when  I  got  to  town.  This  would  not  answer,  and  we  pursued  our 
course  loilhout  furllur  ci'i-riiiniiij." 

But,  independently  of  tlic  publications  in  the  papers  of  this  country  and  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  not- 
withstanding the  neglect  of  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  instituted  in  that  island,  in  relation  to  the  affair 
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at  Foxardo,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  tlie  communication  from  the  captain  general,  which  I  enclose  to 
you,  is  of  itself  suiiBcient  to  prove  that  Captain  Porter  had  but  a  very  slight  pretext  for  committing 'so 
great  an  outrage  in  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  why  did  he  do  it?  To  protect  the  pre 
perty  of  a  foreigner,  and  not  a  citizen  of  tin'  I'liited  States.  But,  supposing  the  motive  to  have  been  the 
most  urgent,  and  the  complaint  of  Cai.tain  I'oitcr  to  have  been  just,  how  will  it  be  possible  for  govern- 
ments to  maintain  peace  and  a  friendly  luidcrKtunding  with  each  other,  if  their  ofScers,  who  should  present 
examples  of  moderation  to  the  rest  of  the  citizens,  are  to  become  judges  in  their  own  cause,  and  of  them- 
selves to  retaliate  for  wrongs,  which  prerogative  belongs  to  the  nation  and  the  government? 

I  will  refrain  from  making  further  observation  on  this  unpleasant  subject.  The  promptitude  with 
which  the  President  ordered  the  return  of  Captain  Porter,  and  the  investigation  of  his  conduct  by  a 
respectable  court,  is  decisive  evidence  of  his  love  of  justice,  his  respect  for  the  law  of  nations,  and  his 
desire  to  cultivate  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Spain.  I 
am  assured  that  his  Catholic  Majesty  will  receive  satisfaction  proportioned  to  the  offence. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  my  respects,  and  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
euished  consideration. 
^  (Signed)  HILARIO  DE  Y  SALMON. 


Translation  of  the  copy  of  a  pajxr  received  at  the  Department  of  Slate,  on  Ike  &h  3Iai/,  1825,  in  a  letter  from 
Don  miario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon,  charge  d'affaires  from  Spain,  dated  2d  May. 

To  his  excellency  the  Secretary  of  the  Despatch  of  State,  I  thus  represent: 

I  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  proceedings  in  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  shameiul  aggression  of 
Commodore  Porter,  commanding  United  States  squadron,  on  the  peaceable  town  of  Foxardo,  the  14th 
instant,  together  with  all  letters  and  papers  concerning  it,  tliat  with  this  information  of  the  unwarrant- 
able contempt  of  the  flag  and  arms  of  his  Majesty,  you  may  communicate  it  to  his  royal  person.  By 
these  you  will  perceive  that  on  the  26th  of  October,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beagle  entered-  Foxardo,  when 
the  captain  of  tlie  port  demanded  papers,  to  assure  him  that  this  vessel-of-war  was  in  reality  of  a  friendly 
nation.  This  was  done  as  a  precaution  against  any  deception  from  the  many  insurgent  privateers  cruising 
in  these  waters,  and  exercising  great  acts  of  violence  and  rapacity;  suspicion  was  excited  by  the  small- 
ness  of  the  vessel,  her  crew  and  armament,  because  citizens  of  the  United  States  generally  constitute  the 
crews  of  the  dissident  privateers,  and  by  the  recent  information  in  the  royal  order  of  the  31st  May,  that 
the  dissident  armament  would  be  increased  by  fourteen  vessels  from  North  Ameiica.  This  schooner  had 
on  board,  Mr.  George  Beajon,  clerk  in  the  commercial  house  of  Cabot  &  Co.,  at  St.  Thomas,  whose  object 
was  to  search  the  place,  where  goods  stolen  from  that  house  were  supposed  to  be  concealed.  You  will 
see  that  as  soon  as  they  gave  assurance  of  their  being  Americans,  they  were  allowed  to  proceed  in  their 
object,  as  will  appear  from  the  letter  from  the  alcalde  of  the  town,  and  from  that  which  the  captain  of  the 
port  addressed  to  the  principal  commandant  of  marine.  The  former  enclosed  to  nie  a  list  of  the  goods 
stolen,  and  a  notice  of  the  reward  offered  for  the  discovery.  You  will  also  be  informed  by  the  dispatch 
of  the  same  alcalde,  of  the  14th  instant,  of  the  outrageous  insult  of  Commodore  Porter  to  that  town,  into 
which  he  marched  with  150  armed  men,  spiked  the  artillery  used  in  defence  of  the  port,  and  demanded 
satisfaction  of  the  said  authority,  in  the  most  insulting  and  degrading  manner  that  can  be  conceived  of, 
and  having  obtained  it  he  retired,  although  I  do  not  know  the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched. 

This  unprecedented  affair,  contrarj'  to  the  laws  of  honor,  unbecoming  a  high  minded  officer,  opposed 
to  the  law  of  nations,  contemptuous  of  the  sovereignty  of  monarchs  and  their  inviolable  rights,  and  to 
have  been  expected  only  from  highwaymen,  resulted  in  favor  of  the  aggressor  from  tiie  cowardice  of  the 
alcalde,  the  want  of  a  local  commander  or  of  troops,  and  from  the  surprise  of  the  neighborhood.  It  is 
very  certain  that,  at  the  voice  of  alarm  and  union,  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country  would  have 
assembled  to  oppose  the  invaders,  and  they  would  have  paid  severely  for  their  rash  attempt.  As  soon  as 
I  had  received  notice  of  this  aggression,  fearful  that  this  example  might  be  injurious  for  the  future  unless 
promptly  and  energetically  opposed,  I  ordered  a  company  of  militia  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  that 
poiftt  most  distant  from  population.  I  appointed  the  commandant  of  battalion,  Don  Juan  Nepomercene, 
as  the  military  commander  of  the  district,  and  Lieutenant  Don  F.  M.  Penatel  as  commander  and  driller 
of  the  company.  I  issued  an  order  to  all  the  departments  that  no  armed  vessels  of  any  nation  should  be 
permitted  to  enter  under  any  pretext,  and  that  they  should  be  opposed  if  thej'  employed  force;  and  I 
caused  the  relation  of  the  outrage  committed  by  Commodore  Porter  to  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  to-day. 
This  inflated  commander  supposes  a  grievance  of  which  he  submits  no  complaint  to  this  government;  and 
pretends  that  to  have  been  American  property  which  belonged  to  a  Danish  subject,  the  demand  of  which 
should  have  been  presented  to  the  chief  authority  of  this  island;  with  an  armed  force  he  required  satis- 
faction of  the  person  whom  he  supposed  to  be  the  offender;  he  violated  the  state  of  peace  in  which  we 
exist;  he  prostituted  the  force  committed  to  him  by  his  government;  he  attacked  by  surprise  a  friendly 
and  inoffensive  town,  and  became  the  admirer  of  his  own  exploit;  for  his  safety  he  spiked  the  artillery, 
pulled  down  the  royal  flag,  and  with  gross  threats  and  vulgar  (.■xpi-cssiuns  he  thought  to  intimidate  the 
officers  of  Foxardo  by  menacing  fire  and  desolation  to  their  iiinoecin  but  s|iiiited  district.  With  such 
a  contemptible  triumph  he  escaped  from  the  punishment  wliich  he  feared  wuuld  fall  on  his  devoted  head 
were  he  to  remain  longer  on  land. 

I  have  directed  the  commandant  of  department  to  make  an  abstract  for  the  information  of  H.  M.,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  suspended  the  alcalde  for  his  pusillanimity,  and  the  commander  of  the  garrison  for 
his  unfitness  for  office,  and  because  till  this  moment  he  has  not  communicated  to  me  anj'thing  in  regard 
to  this  event. 

I  transmit  the  foregoing  to  your  excellency,  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty. 
Puerto  Rico,  November  23,  1824. 

(Signed)  MIGUEL  DE  LA  TORRE. 

To  the  Consul  General  of  his  Majesty  in  the  United  States.      , 

VOL.  11 84  K 
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[Extracted  from  the  goTernment  Gazette  of  Porto  Kico,  January  12i  1845.] 

Quirolic  and  unfjallant  adventure  of  an  American  commodore,  and  false  imputations  refuted. 

In  the  Baltimore  papers  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  we  have  read  an  article  on  the  affair  of  Foxardo, 
related  in  our  number  of  the  23d  of  November.  It  is  the  most  insulting  and  calumnious  production  that 
ever  issued  from  an  indecorous  and  degraded  pen  against  a  civilized  people.  This  is  the  return  made  by 
certain  American  journals  for  the  generous,  polite  and  frank  reception  which  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  ever  received  from  us. 

The  temerity  of  Commodore  D.  Porter's  conduct  on  our  unsettled  shores,  that  of  the  olBcer  under  his 
orders,  whose  letter  we  shall  notice,  and  that  of  the  editor  who  made  the  publication,  authorizes  ns  in 
saying  that  our  most  liostile  enemies  have  never  shown  themselves  more  infuriated  ;  and  that  the 
commodore,  the  oflScer  and  the  editor  have  conducted  themselves  in  the  most  shameful  and  vulgar 
manner,  inasmucli  as  tliey  imagined  grievances  and  invited  difficulties,  for  the  solo  purpose  of  seeking  an 
occasion  for  uttering  their  billingsgate  and  committing  acts  of  the  vilest  and  most  disgraceful 
character. 

The  following  is  the  caption  of  an  article,  which  was  printed  in  large  letters: 

"Insult  and  imprisonment  of  an  American  naval  officer  revenged,  and  Sjyanish  insolence  properly  chastised." 

In  our  279th  number,  of  November  23,  we  published  the  history  of  this  affair,  which  statement  we 
now  confirm,  for  it  is  substantiated  by  authentic  documents,  and  we  defy  the  most  astute  American  to 
oppose  them  with  proof,  and  which  we  can  adduce,  of  the  guilt  of  Commodore  Porter.  We  believe, 
therefore,  the  imprisonment  or  insult  of  an  Avierican  naval  officer  to  have  been  planned  to  create  an 
occasion  for  satisfying  the  vengeance  that  consumes  the  commodore,  in  relation  to  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Spaniards.  But  this  act  was  committed  in  so  indecorous  a  manner  that  he  has  excited  public  odium  and 
contempt;  it  was  indeed  an  act  which  cou'd  only  have  been  committed  by  one  belonging  to  the  canaille 
of  society,  and  who  had  been  educated  with  neglect. 

The  commodore  thus  becomes  a  knight  errant,  who  couches  his  lance  and  buckles  on  his  shield  to 
avenge  wrongs  that  neither  affect  nor  concern  him,  and  pretends,  like  a  second  Amadis  de  Gaul,  that  at 
the  voice  of  his  Dorothea  all  laws  and  rights  must  be  suppressed. 

The  schooner  Beagle  was  engaged  at  St.  Thomas  to  convey  a  clerk  of  the  house  of  Cabot  to  Foxardo, 
instead  of  cruising  for  pirates,  for  which  she  was  fitted  out.  The  object  in  conveying  this  clerk  to  Foxardo 
was,  it  is  said,  to  claim  some  merchandise  that  had  been  stolen  from  this  Danish  commercial  house,  and 
which  they  suspected  to  have  been  transported  to  that  place.  A  suspicion  of  this  kind  had  so  little 
foundation,  that  to  the  present  moment  the  least  insinuation  has  not  been  made  by  that  government  to 
the  chief  authority  of  this  island,  which  has  always  decided  its  claims  justly  and  with  honor  to  the 
nation.  She  was  freighted,  we  have  said,  for  she  was  employed  by  a  foreign  individual,  and  in  a  matter 
where  the  United  States  could  have  had  no  interest. 

In  this  service  of  transportation  so  impoHant,  the  commander  refuses  to  use  himself  and  his  vessel. 
Nothing  more  natural  than  that  he  should  defer  his  departure  until  the  vessel  had  gone.  If  the  American 
officer  at  his  arrival  had  presented  himself  with  proper  respect  to  the  authorities  at  Foxardo,  and  had 
made  known  to  them  his  commission  and  object,  the  suspicion  which  was  excited  would  have  been 
dispelled.  This  was  naturally  produced  at  seeing  a  vessel-of-war  in  the  service  of  an  individual,  of  a 
difierent  nation  from  himself,  when  her  aspect  and  object  contradicted  it.  This  induced  the  suspicion 
that  she  was  carrying  on  a  contraband  commerce,  so  usual  with  those  in  whose  service  she  was  at  that 
time.  To  this  is  reduced  what  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  paper  calls  imprisonment  and  insult,  when  the 
officer  was  dismissed  as  soon  as  he  had  satisfied  what  was  required  by  his  duty  and  the  laws. 

It  would  seem  that  the  American  gentlemen  to  whom  we  refer  expect  that  at  their  name  every  knee 
should  bow,  and  every  one  confess  that  their  mistress  is  the  most  lovely  in  the  world,  without  inquiring 
if  she  be  deformed,  lame,  ugly,  peevish,  or  ill-disposed.  To  this  alone  does  he  aspire,  who  calls  insolence 
the  exercise  of  a  right  in  the  delegates  of  the  government,  in  discharging  their  duty,  to  ascertain  the  true 
character  of  the  person  visiting  the  town.  As  to  revenged  and  chastised,  it  has  already  been  seen  by  the 
history  of  the  event,  and  will  be  shown  by  what  is  yet  to  be  said,  that  the  result  of  that  affair  was  aibout 
as  satisfactory  as  the  attack  of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha  on  the  sheep,  who  achieved  universal  pity  and 
laughter. 

Extremely  vain  and  satisfied  of  his  preamble,  the  editor  proceeds  to  publish  a  letter  written  by  an 
officer  of  the  frigate  John  Adams,  under  command  of  Commodore  Porter,  dated  at  the  Isle  of  Passage, 
the  10th  of  November,  which  we  will  remark  upon. 

"  I  doubt  not,"  says  the  letter,  "  that  you  will  have  heard  of  Commodore  Porter  having  taken  a 
Spanish  town  in  Puerto  Rico." 

A  mighty  sensation  must  have  been  produced,  among  those  who  have  never  visited  our  island,  at  the 
report  of  a  town  being  captured.  One  would  suppose  that  it  was  at  least  a  town  of  the  second  or  third  size; 
but  it  never  would  be  dreamed  of  that  the  town  in  question  was  but  a  hamlet,  containing  74  houses  covered 
with  tile,  and  84  bojios.  This  is  the  town  of  Foxardo,  which  Commodore  Porter  desired  to  capture,  but 
into  which  he  dared  not  enter,  notwithstanding  his  arrogant  presumption. 

"The  circumstances,"  it  continues,"  are  briefly  these:  The  governor  imprisoned  the  captain  of  one 
of  the  small  schooners,  and  suffered  him  to  be  gi-ossly  insulted." 

To  magnify  the  importance  of  the  post  supposed  to  have  been  taken  by  the  commodore,  and  its  means 
of  defence  by  this  distich, 

"  The  more  the  honor  which  the  vanquished  bear, 
The  greater  glory  does  the  hero  share," 

it  would  have  been  first  necessary  to  supply  a  magistrate  of  superior  command;  and  although  our  com- 
modore did  happen  to  address  a  letter  to  the  alcalde  de  campo,  yet  the  officer  who  is  writing  should  have 
metamorphosed  him  into  9.  governor,  by  taking  advantage  of  a  poetic  license  in  the  composition  of  his  farce. 
In  like  manner,  an  American  officer  is  represented  to  have  been  grossly  insulted,  because  the  captain  of  a 
vessel  in  commission  of  a  St.  James  mei'cantile  house  was  detained  until  he  presented  papers  attesting  his 
authority  and  person. 

"As  soon,"  the   letter  continues,  "as  the  commodore  knew  of  it,  he  was  there  with  two  schooners' 
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boats  and  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  frigate;  he  captured  two  batteries,  spiljed  the  cannon,  and  marched 
to  the  town,  (Foxardo,)  about  two  miles  in  the  interior.  He  there  found  tlie  Spaniards  prepared  to  give 
battle;  he  drew  up  his  force  within  pistol  shfit  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  a  deputation  to  the  governor  and 
captain  of  the  port,  who  were  the  two  principal  offenders,  requiring  them  to  come  and  make  atonement, 
or  he  would,  iu  case  of  a  refusal,  burn  their  town.  They  chose  the  first  alternative,  and  in  presence  of 
all  our  officers  asked  pardon  of  the  insulted  officers,  manifested  great  contrition,  and  promised  to  pay 
respect  to  all  American  officers  who  might  in  future  visit  the  port." 

The  two  batteries  said  to  have  been  taken  were  two  bare  intrenchments,  in  which  there  was  not  a 
single  man;  for  as  no  attack  from  North  Americans  was  expected,  they  had  been  deserted  for  the  defence 
of  the  port,  and  every  person  in  the  vicinity  continued  at  his  occupation,  and  did  not  resort  to  defend 
these  entrenchments,  as  usual  on  the  least  alarm.  As  soon  as  armed  men  were  seen  to  debark,  the  people 
assembled,  and  the  small  number  collected  declared  themselves  ready  for  fight. 

Very  little  should  be  expected  from  the  contrition  of  those  called  the  oflenders,  and  from  their  promise 
to  respect  American  officers  who  should  hereafter  visit  the  place,  as  they  have  always  done  when  the 
officers  have  been  recognized;  because  these  otienders,  so  called,  were  instantly  cashiered  by  the  govern- 
ment, which,  although  it  requires  them  to  be  polite  and  attentive,  does  not  wish  them  to  be  quite  so  com- 
plaisant. American  officers,  as  well  as  all  others  at  peace  with  us,  may  be  assured  of  that  friendly 
reception  which  the  good  education  of  the  Spaniards  gives  them  a  right  to  expect  of  us,  if  they  observe 
what  is  due  by  them;  but  they  shall  also  be  convinced  that,  for  the  least  violation  against  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  respect  for  authorities,  their  presumptuous  arrogance  shall  be  checked. 

"The  commodore,"  concludes  the  letter,  "then  marched  to  the  town,  merely  to  show  that  it  was  at 
his  mercy,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  boats  and  left  the  place.  There  was  not  the  least  disorder; 
not  a  man  left  the  ranks  whilst  on  shore,  where  they  continued  more  than  three  hours.  Self-defence 
required  that  the  cannons  should  be  spiked,  and  this  is  all  they  have  to  complain  of.  They  had  been 
informed  of  our  indention  to  visit  them  [false].  The  population  of  this  town  is  about  two  thousand  souls. 
The  country  is  quiet.  Before  we  had  left  the  place,  a  force  three  times  greater  than  ours  had  assembled, 
with  a  field  piece;  and  in  presence  of  these,  and  within  pistol  shot  of  their  forces,  our  commodore  made 
them  humble  themselves." 

[It  should  be  the  two.] 

The  author  of  this  letter  is  a  most  consummate  liar.  It  is  false  that  Porter  entered  the  town;  and 
although  he  received  an  invitation,  iu  return  to  his,  to  approach  the  few  men  who  had  assembled,  he 
excused  himself  and  retired. 

We  had  alwaj's  supposed  that  honor  and  truth  were  inherent  virtues  in  those  who  devote  their  lives 
for  the  defence  of  the  state;  but  the  event  authorizes  the  assertion  that  these  obligations  were  apparently 
forgotten  by  the  aggressors  of  Foxardo. 

This  tissue  of  falsehood  gives  two  proofs  in  our  favor.  The  first  is,  that  Mr.  Porter  is  represented, 
even  by  his  officers,  as  capable  of  being  an  incendiary,  since  revenge  would  have  urged  him  to  it  had  he 
not  been  restrained  by  fear:  the  second,  that  they  are  persuaded  of  the  reception  that  awaits  them  if  they 
shall  again  dare  to  violate  our  territory,  and  if  they  shall  return  to  assume  the  character  of,  as  they  are 
called  by  Charles  X,  self-ministers  of  justice. 

The  spiking  of  the  cannons  is  said  to  be  the  only  ground  of  our  complaint;  these  and  others  are  now 
prepared  to  receive  all  who  shall  attempt  an  aggression  on  our  soil.  The  offence  was  given  to  all  nations, 
because  the  law  of  nations  was  violated.  We  view  the  conduct  of  Porter,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
government,  as  if  he  were  irritated  with  any  of  us  individually,  and  for  revenge  had  entered  by  the  yard- 
gate,  and  had  violated  the  first  of  our  serviyit  maids.  Such  had  been  his  conduct,  and  so  contemptible 
has  been  his  pretended  satisfaction. 

It  is  not  becoming,  at  this  time,  to  forget  that  moderation  which  we  have  always  observed,  and 
which  was  distinguishable  in  the  first  Foxardo  article;  but  we  ought  to  retort  in  some  degree  on  the 
Baltimore  editor  and  others  of  like  character. 


Navy  Department,  July  8,  1825. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform  you  that  a  court-martial  is  now 
sitting  at  the  Navy  yard  in  this  place,  for  the   trial  of  Captain   David  Porter,  upon  charges  preferred 
against  him,  one  of  which  is  founded  upon  his  conduct  in  lauding  in  a  forcible  manner  at  Foxardo,  in  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  November  last. 

In  apprising  the  representative  of  the  Spanish  government  of  the  fact,  I  suggest  to  you  the  propriety 
of  informing  him  that  the  documents   heretofore  forwarded   by  him  to  be  laid  before  the  court  of  inquiry 
were  rejected  by  the  court  as  incompetent  evidence,  and  not  properly  authenticated. 
This  notice  should  have  been  given  at  an  earlier  day,  but  was  accidentally  omitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


3fr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Salmon. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  8,  1825. 
Don  Hilario  de  Bivas  y  Salmon,  chargS  d'affaires  from  Spain: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  notice  has  just  been  received  at  this  office,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  that  a  court-martial  is  now  sitting,  at  the  Navy  yard  in  this  city,  for  the  trial  of  Captain 
David  Porter  upon  charges  preferred  against  him,  one  of  which  is  founded  upon  his  conduct  in  landing  in 
a  forcible  manner  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  November  last. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  and  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the 
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honor  further  to  state,  that  any  evidence  pertinent  to  the  case,  which  you  may  think  proper  to  furnish, 
will  be  respectfull.y  received  and  considered;  but  in  apprising  you  of  this  circumstance,  I  bep^  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  ducnmcnts  heretofore  I'orwarded  by  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  late  court  of  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  same  oflBcer,  were  rejected  by  the  court  as  incompetent  evidence,  and  not  properly 
authenticated. 

With  great  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  and  very  Inmible  servant, 

(Signed)  DANIEL  BRENT. 


[Translation.] 

Bon  Hilario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon  to  Mr.  Brent. 

Legation  of  Si'.\in,  Philaddphia,  July  10,  1825. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  8th,  which  I  have  just  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  that  the 
documents  which  I  formerly  sent,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Porter  in  Fo.xardo,  which  were 
rejected  by  the  court  of  inquiry,  as  you  inform  me,  are  the  only  ones  which  have  come  to  my  hands  as 
yet.  If,  during  the  session  of  the  court-martial  which  is  now  sitting,  I  shall  receive  others,  which  I  may 
think  proper  to  present  to  the  aforenamed  court,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  them  to  you  for 
that  purpose. 

1  repeat  to  you,  sir,  my  respects  and  the  assurance  of  ray  consideration. 

(Signed)  HILARIO  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 


Navy  Department,  July  18,   1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  this  Department  with  a  copy  of  so  much  of 
Mr.  Nelson's  last  letter  as  relates  to  the  complaint  preferred  by  the  government  of  Spain,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  Captain  David  Porter  in  landing  forcibly,  in  November  last,  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of 
Porto  Rica. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,    Washington,  July  18,   1825. 
Samuel  L.  Soidhard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  the  request  in  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  this  date, 
to  send  you  an  extract,  enclosed,  from  the  only  dispatch  of  Mr.  Nelson,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  which  has  been  received  at  this  Department  in  relation  to  the  complaint  of  the 
government  of  Spain  respecting  the  conduct  of  Captain  David  Porter  in  landing  forcibly,  in  November 
last,  at  Foxardo,  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  and  to  add  that  this  extract  comprehends  all  that  the  said 
dispatch  contains  upon  the  subject. 

I  ara,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  DANIEL  BRENT. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nehon,  mmister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  of  the  United  Siale.%  dated— 

Madrid,  April  6,  1825. 

I  had  an  interview  with  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  subjects  of  interest  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, not  embraced  in  his  note  last  received.  At  the  close  he  observed  that  he  should  have  to  address 
me  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Porter. 

He  observed  that  his  government  made  a  great  distinction  between  the  act  of  Commodore  Porter  and 
the  American  government;  that  governments  friendly  towards  each  other  had  never  any  difficulty  in 
arranging  matters  of  this  sort. 

He  alluded  to  some  misconduct  of  the  French  in  Spain,  occurring  through  the  intemperance  of  their 
officers;  said  that  as  soon  as  presented  to  the  proper  authorities  they  were  remedied  by  the  most  prompt 
accommodation;  that  he  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  same  result  from  the  appeal  in  the  instance  of 
the  American  officers. 

He  was  told  that  I  had  no  official  communication  on  this  subject  as  yet;  but  that  from  the  American 
newspapers,  with  which  I  had  been  furnished,  I  perceived  that  Commodore  Porter  had  been  recalled,  and 
another  officer  sent  to  supply  his  place  in  the  American  squadron. 


Navy  Department,  December  24,  1823. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  18th  instant,  reporting  your  arrival  in  the  frigate  Congress,  in  Lynnhaveu 
has  been  received. 
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Yon  will  deliver  the  ship  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  that  she  may  receive  such  repairs  as  may 
be  found  neccasar}^  and  be  prepared  for  sea  as  speedily  as  practicable,  as  it  is  my  intention  that  she  join 
Captain  Porter's  command,  on  the  Florida  station,  for  a  cruise  of  six  months  or  more. 

I  take  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  wishes  to  retain  the  command  of  the  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOITTHARD. 

Capt.  James  Biddle,  U.  S.  Ship  Congress,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Navy  Department,  December  30,  1823. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,   in   relation  to  the  condition  of  your  ship,  and   the   terms   of 
service  of  part  of  the  crew,  has  been  received. 

I  learn  with  pleasure  that  no  repairs  will  be  necessary  for  the  cruise  for  which  she  is  intended.     It 
will  not  continue  longer  than  six  months,  and  of  this  you  may  assure  the  crew,  and  re-enter  all  those 
wliose  terms  of  service  will  expire  before  that  time,  who  may  be  disposed  to  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

SAM'L  L.   SOUTHARD. 
Captain  James  Biddle,  commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  CongresH,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Navy  Department,  December  31,  1823. 
Sir:  The  United  States   frigate  Congress,  under  your  command,  being  intended  to  form  part  of  the 
squadron  placed  under  the  direction  of  Commodore  David  Porter,  you  will  immediately,  as  commander  of 
that  ship,  report  yourself  for  duty  to  that  officer. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.   SOUTHARD. 
Captain  James  Biddle,  commanding  U.  S.  Sliip  Congress,  Norfolk. 


Navy  Department,  January  3,  1824. 
Sir:  Upon  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  would  remark  that  I  do  not  know  any 
lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the  name  of  Byrne.  It  will  be  necessary  that  the  officers  remain  attached  to 
the  ship,  and  that  those  who  are  absent  on  permission  return,  as  the  service  requires  that  the  Congress 
sails  immediately.  As  the  ship  under  your  command  is  attached  to  the  West  India  squadron,  under  the 
direction  of  Commodore  David  Porter,  he  will  give  to  you  all  necessary  orders  in  relation  to  the  contem- 
plated service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  James  Biddle,  U.  S.  Ship  Congress,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 


Frigate  Congress,  Norfolk,  January  4,  1824. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  reported  myself  to  Captain  David  Porter 
as  my  commanding  officer. 

I  learn  indirectly  from  Captain  Porter  that,  upon  my  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  his  intention 
to  come  on  board  this  ship  and  live.  In  that  event,  my  command  will  be  subordinate  to  that  which  is 
usually  held  by  an  officer  of  my  grade  of  commission,  and  would  necessarily  be  mortifying  and  unpleas- 
ant to  me.  I  enclose  an  order  to  me  from  Master  Commandant  Wm.  B.  Finch,  who  signs  as  "captain  of 
the  squadron."  So  far,  therefore,  from  my  services  being  i-equired  at  all  after  arriving  out,  my  presence 
would  rather  occasion  embarrassment  and  difficulty.  Capt.  Porter  informs  me  that  this  ship  is  to  remain 
abroad  only  until  the  Independence  can  arrive  out.  I  respectfully  request,  therefore,  that  upon  Captain 
Porter's  joining  this  ship,  I  may  be  allowed  to  remain  on  shore  in  Cuba  or  wheresoever  else  the  ship  may 
be,  and  to  resume  my  command  of  this  ship  upon  the  arrival  out  of  the  Independence.  My  desire  to  continue 
afloat  has  been  much  increased  since  reading  the  President's  message.  The  arrangement  I  solicit  will 
be  gratifying  to  me,  as  relieving  me  from  serving  in  a  situation  not  suitable  to  my  commission,  and  it 
may  prevent  unpleasant  collision.  It  will  not  be  attended  with  expense,  since  I  would  not  desire  any 
allowance  to  be  made  to  me  for  personal  expenses  on  shore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  BIDDLE. 

Honorable  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  2,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  an  order  from  Commodore  Porter,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  the  two  officers.  Lieutenant  Wm.  Taylor   and   Purser  S.  Hambleton,  concerned,  and  who 
arc  under  j'our  immediate  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FINCH,  Captain  of  the  Squadron. 
Captain  James  Biddle,  commanding   U.  S.  Frigate  Congress. 
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Navy  Department,  February  19,  1824. 

Sie:  Several  applications  have  been  made  to  me,  by  oflScers  of  the  Congress,  wiio  have  leave  of 
absence  from  Captain  Biddle,  and  have  been  ordered  bj'  you  to  join  other  vessels. 

There  has  been  some  confusion  as  to  these  officers,  created  in  part,  perhaps,  by  myself  Some  of  them 
had  leave  of  absence  before  Captain  Biddle  was  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  others,  perhaps,  after  that 
time.  Captain  Biddle,  when  here,  asked  me  if  there  would  be  any  objections  to  those  whose  services 
were  not  wanting  in  tlie  vessels  being  absent  while  she  was  repairing.  I  answered  that  there  would 
not;  that  it  was  better  they  should  be  absent  with  their  friends,  if  there  was  no  duty  for  them.  I  have 
had  no  communication  since  from  Captain  Biddle;  but  he  has  no  doubt  properly  considered  this  answer  as 
confirming  the  permissions  already  granted,  and  justifying  such  as  were  applied  for  afterwards,  if  there 
are  any  such.  It  is  my  wish,  therefore,  that  the  officers  who  have  leave  of  absence  from  that  vessel  be 
left  until  she  is  ready  for  them.  I  have  another  reason.  I  do  not  wish  transfers  to  be  made  in  the  United 
States,  without  the  "orders  of  the  Department.  Several  very  unpleasant  occurrences  have  lately  taken 
place,  arising  from  that  cause.  All  transfers  here  ought  to  be  by  order  of  the  Department,  and  elsewhere, 
immediately  communicated  to  the  Department. 

I  shall  write  to  Captain  Biddle,  and  direct  him  on  this  subject,  that  no  further  inconvenience  may 
arise  to  you  from  his  conduct  on  this  point. 

There  has  been  some  confusion  on  the  subject,  but  a  little  time  and  patience  will  make  matters  right. 
It  will  probably  be  necessary,  hereafter,  to  issue  a  general  order  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Sir:  Acting,  as  I  am,  in  strict  conformity  witli  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department, 
and  having  never,  in  the  slightest  degree,  departed  from  them,  I  confidently  look  to  it  to  defend  my 
character  from  unjust  aspersion,  particularly  as  I  am,  with  others,  prohibited  from  defending  myself 
through  the  public  prints.  I  am  induced  to  express  this  hope,  in  consequence  of  the  article  contained  in 
the  newspaper  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  and  which  is  evidently  intended  to  do  me  some  great 
injury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  .  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  December  31,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  received  several  communications  from  you  by  the  mail  of  this  morning,  and  shall  attend 
to  them  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Biddle  (the  order  sent  herewith)  to  report  to  you  for  duty,  and  you  will 
dispatch  him  in  the  Congress  to  the  Florida  or  the  Thompson's  Island  station,  with  such  orders  as  you 
may  consider  necessary,  to  execute  the  views  of  the  Department,  contained  in  the  instructions  heretofore 
given  you.  You  will  send  with  him  all  the  vessels  under  your  command  which  are  ready,  and  will  permit 
no  delay  which  i^not  indispensable. 

I  have  heretofore  sent  you  some  account  of  piracies  lately  committed,  and  I  herewith  enclose  two 
more,  and  request  your  particular  attention  to  the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  tjie  course  pointed 
out  as  a  mode  of  effecting  the  object. 

It  being  indispensable  that  difficulties,  such  as  have  arisen  with  Lieutenant  Keimon  and  yourself,  should 
be  promptly  and  firmly  terminated  by  this  Department,  you  will  remain  at  Norfolk,  in  order  that  an 
investigation  may  take  place,  and  you  will  therefore  forward  immediately  such  charges  as  you  may  have 
to  make,  and  which  may  direct  me  in  tiie  orders  which  I  have  to  issue. 

It  is  my  intention  to  have  an  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  Captain  S.  Smith  at  the  same  time 
with  that  into  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Kennon.  If,  therefore,  any  of  ihe  officers  of  the  vessels  which  you 
may  send  with  Captain  Biddle  are  necessary  in  these  investigations,  you  are  authorized  to  detain  them  at 
Norfolk,  and,  if  necessary,  supply  their  places  with  others  now  at  the  station,  and  who  can  be  spared, 
taking  care  not  to  send  away  any  who  may  be  wanting  as  witnesses  in  the  trial  of  Captain  Smith  and 
Lieutenant  Kennon,  so  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  them. 

Lieutenant  Kennon  has  natued  the  following  officers  as  witnesses  necessary  for  him: 

Lieutenant  J.  Tattnall,  Acting  Lieutenant  V.  M.  Randolph,  Acting  Lieutenant  F.  Buchanan,  Purser 
Samuel  Hambleton,  Lieutenant  William  Taylor. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  Noifolk: 


Navy  Departme.vt,  January  2,  1824. 
Sir:  As  it  is  desirable  that  the  investigation  of  the  cases  of  Captain  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Kennon 
should  take  place  as  early  as  practicable,  you  will  furnish  to  the  Department  the  names  of  the  persons,  in 
each  case,  who  are  capable  of  giving  testimony,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  facts  into  which  you  wish 
an  inquiry  to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Navy  Department,  January  3,  1824. 
Sir:  You  will  deliver  the  enclosed  order  to  Dr.  Haslet*,  detaching  him  from  the  squadron  under  your 
command.     Doctor  Tinslar  is  necessary  as  a  witness  in  the  case  for  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Kennon. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  DAvm  Porter,  commanding  U.  tS.  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January   4,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  instructions  of  the  31st,  which  shall  be  strictly  attended  to  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

Acting  up  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  your  instructions,  dated  December,  1823,  I  made,  through  the 
medium  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  the  following  proposals  in  writing  to  Lieutenant  Kennon,  which  he 
rejected,  hence  there  was  no  other  alternative  but  to  bring  him  to  a  court-martial. 

"Captain  Porter  has  heard,  from  a  mutual  friend,  that  Lieutenant  Kennon  denies  that  any  unfriendly 
motives  actuated  him  in  the  publication  which  drew  forth  the  remarks  in  the  Georgian. 

"  If  Lieutenant  Kennon  is  willing  to  declare  this  in  writing,  this  being  the  primary  cause  of  all  the 
recent  difficulties  between  them.  Captain  Porter  will  be  then  willing  to  withdraw  his  charges  against 
Lieutenant  Kennon,  and  suppress  all  proceedings  in  the  case. 

"Captain  Porter  cannot  receive,  now,  in  explanation  of  Lieutenant  Kennon's  views  or  objects  in  the 
first  publication,  any  declaration  contained  in  his  defence  against  the  remarks  in  the  Georgian;  because 
he  (Captain  Porter)  never  madci  any  objection  to  those  remarks,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  have  been  con- 
sidered as  satisfied  with  them.  But  new  causes  for  offence  have  been  since  given,  and  he  can  receive 
no  explanation  affecting  them  which  may  heretofore  have  appeared  in  the  public  prints. 

"  Captain  Porter,  when  he  arrested  Lieutenant  Kennon,  believed  that  the  United  States  would  wait 
for  the  Peacock,  and  therefore  thought  there  would  be  time  enough  to  admit  of  his  trial;  but  he  had  no 
sooner  arrested  Lieutenant  Kennon,  than  Captain  Hull  went  to  Washington  to  get  orders  to  proceed 
immediately  to  sea.  This  unexpected  occurrence  is  the  cause  why  Captain  Porter  is  desirous  that  the 
affair  should  be  adjusted  before  she  sails,  that  Lieutenant  Kennon  may  proceed  to  his  destination." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respcctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  January  7,  1824. 
Sir:  A  general  court-martial  has  been  ordered  to  convene  at  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  Va.,  on  the  22d 
inst.,  for  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Beverley  Kennon,  of  the  United  States  navj^,  and  such  other  persons  as 
shall  be  arraigned  before  the  said  court. 

The  court  will  be  constituted  as  follows,  viz: 

Captains  Wm.  Bainbridge,  president,  Thomas  Macdonough,  Robert  T.  Spcnce,  John  D.  Henley;  Mas- 
ter Commandants  Alex.  T.  Wadsworth,  George  C.  Read;  Lieutenants  Lawrence  Kearny  and  Thomas  M. 
Newell,  members;  and  Walter  F.  Jones,  Esq.,  judge  advocate. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 


NAvy  Department,  March  29,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  hcjrewith  copy  of  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
Beverly  Kennon,  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  which  the  sentence  was  enclosed  to  him. 

This  trial  has  occasioned  great  public  excitement  and  much  inconvenience  to  the  service,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all  officers  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  avoiding  in  future  whatever  will  have  a  tendency  to 
such  results. 

I  am,  very  respectfullj',  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  W.  I.  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Navy  Department,  April  23,  1824. 
Sir:  An  application  has  been  made  to  this  Department  for  a  copy  of  the  prcjceedings  of  court-martial, 
to  be  used  in  the  further  vindication  of  the  conduct  and  character  of  Lieutenant  Kenyon,  which  was 
declined.     In  consequence  of  the  copy  not  being  granted,  a  resolution  has  been  offered  and  adopted  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Com.  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  David  Porter,  Thompson's  Island,  dated— 

Navy  Depaetmext,  May  17,  1824. 
Upon  a  call  by  resolution,  the  proceeding-s  of  the  court-martial  which  tried  Lieutenant  Kennon  hav( 
been  sent  to  Congress,  and  they  will  be  published  in  a  few  days. 


Matanzas,  June  5,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j^our  letter  of  the  29th  March,  enclosing  the 
sentence  of  the  court-martial  o;i  Lieutenant  Kennon,  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  16th,  autho- 
rizing him  "  to  publish  the  sentence  fully  acquitting  him,"  and  refusing  to  order  my  arrest  and  trial  on 
the  charges  preferred  by  Lieutenant  Kennon. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  April,  notifying  me  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Kennon,  the  publication  of  which  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  me,  inasmuch 
as  the  whole  affair  is  badly  understood  by  the  public,  who,  on  perusing  them,  cannot  fail  to  discover  that 
the  court,  by  a  limitation  in  the  inquiry,  rendered  it  impossible  that  I  could  prove  the  bad  feeling  whicli 
had  long  existed  towards  me  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Kennon,  on  which  the  charge  of  malice  was 
founded.  Documental  and  oral  testimony  on  this  head  were  both  rejected;  and,  in  addition,  it  was 
intimated  to  nie,  by  the  presiding  officer,  towards  the  closing  of  the  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu- 
tion, that  my  presence  in  court  was  not  necessary,  which  prevented  my  attendance  as  prosecutor.  I  beg 
leave  to  remark,  also,  that  I  did  not  go  a  willing  witness  before  the  court — I  was  ordered  to  attend.  My 
testimony  was  ample,  and  being  called  for  by  the  counsel  of  Lieutenant  Kennon,  the  court  was  bound  to 
respect  it. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  court  was  justified  in  imputing,  by  its  sentence,  pcrjurj'  to  me — for  if 
the  sentence  "fully"  acquitting  Lieutenant  Kennon  is  just,  I  am  certainly  a  perjured  man;  but,  sir,  my 
conscience  tells  me  otherwise.  In  these  respects  I  cannot  conceal  that  I  feel  myself  aggrieved,  but  should 
have  refrained  from  complaint,  had  not  this  sentence  brought  on  me  the  reprimand  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  29th  March,  which  I  cannot  feel  that  I  merit;  for  if  "great  public  excitement"  has  been 
occasioned,  it  has  been  by  the  persevering  hostility  of  Lieutenant  Kennon  and  his  friends,  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  press  to  produce  it,  before,  pending,  and  subsequently  to  the  trial,  an  advantage 
which  I  have  been  deprived  of  by  your  general  order  and  my  absence  from  the  country.  The  excitement 
is  neither  of  my  seeking  or  occasioning,  and  I  cannot  think  myself  answerable  for  it;  the  blame  must 
therefore  rest  on  those  with  whom  it  originated;  and  the  information  and  admonition  which  accompany 
it,  could,  with  great  propriety,  be  applied  to  those  who  have  been  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of  coun- 
selors to  Lieutenant  Kennon,  and  public  accusers  of  me,  without  specifying  any  other  charge  against 
me  than  my  having  brought  a  junior  officer  to  a  court-martial,  who,  hy  the  sentence  of  the  court,  was 
"fully  acquitted."  This  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion  was  not  a  measure  of  mine;  and  if  by 
it  the  sentence  of  the  court  should  be  reversed,  or  further  "excitement"  should  be  produced,  I  hope  I 
shall  stand  acquitted  of  any  participation  in  the  cause,  or  of  censure  for  any  injuries  which  may  result 
therefrom  to  the  navy. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  public  do  not  understand  the  merits  of  the  differences  between  Lieutenant 
Kennon  and  myself,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  can  be  made  to  understand  them  without  any  responsibility  on 
my  part.  I  have  quietly  borne  the  vituperation  of  Lieutenant  Kennon  and  his  friends  through  the  public 
prints,  and  I  have  patiently  waited  the  result,  knowing  that  justice  would  sooner  or  later  be  done  to  me. 
The  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  is  all  I  can  desire,  and  to  my  fellow-citizens  I  cheerfully 
confide  my  cause,  with  a  full  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  decision. 

The  intimation  that  "it  is  hoped  that  all  officers  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  avoiding,  in  future, 
whatever  will  have  a  tendency  to  such  results,"  will  certainly  receive  every  respect  and  attention  from 
me;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  courts-martial  are  at  all  times  inconvenient,  and  occasion  more  or 
less  "  public  excitement;"  yet  they  ai'e  a  necessary  evil,  are  provided  for  by  the  laws  for  the  government 
of  the  navy,  and  are  the  only  proper  appeal  of  those  of  the  navy  who  believe  themselves  injured.  It  is 
made  the  duty  of  every  officer  to  prevent  a  violation  of  the  laws  which  regulate  them,  and  this  duty  I  felt 
myself  in  the  performance  of  when  I  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  Lieutenant  Kennon. 

By  this  implied  censure  the  prerogatives  of  a  court-martial  are  exi  rcisid ;  and  by  a  refusal  to  try  me 
on  the  charges  exhibited  against  mc  by  Lieutenant  Kejnion,  (a  copy  'it  whic  li  1  licg  you  to  furnish  me,)  I 
am  deprived  of  the  opportunity,  which  he  has  enjoyed,  of  repelling  them,  while  a  knowledge  of  his  having 
exhibited  them  and  your  refusal  has  gone  before  the  public,  who,  ign<irrtnt  of  their  nature,  may  imagine 
them  of  the  worst  character,  and  may  conceive  the  protection  of  the  Department  necessary  to  screen  mc 
from  the  consequences  of  an  investigation. 

What  the  charges  of  Lieutenant  Kennon  are  I  know  not;  but  be  tlicy  what  they  may,  I  do  not  shrink 
from  them.  There  is  no  part  of  my  official  conduct  that  I  would  not  desire  to  be  laid  before  the  world. 
I  have  (liini>  Hdlhing  to  be  ashamed  of;  and  if  the  charges  embrace  any  j)art  of  it,  I  cannot  willingly 
conscTit  that  tliiv  should  go  on  the  files  of  the  office  unaccompanied  by  a  refutation.  If  they  originate  in 
jn-ivaic  aniiiiii.siiy  aliiiii^,  and  are  unconnected  with  my  public  duties,  I  am  willing  that  ihey  should  be 
disposed  of  as  yim  may  think  jjroper;  for  after  what  has  been  done  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  and  his  friends 
to  injure  me,  nothing  of  that  nature  can  occasion  me  surprise  or  uneasiness. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  make  allowance  for  any  warmth  of  expression  which  may  have  escaped  me  in  this 
letter,  as  it  is  my  wish  to  make  known  my  own  grievances  without  oflTending  the  feelings  of  others,  and 
nothing  is  further  from  my  wish  than  to  reflect  on  any  measure  of  the  Department  or  of  the  court-martial ; 
but  I  cannot  silently  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  an  implied  censure  for  jierforming  what  I  conceived  to 
be  a  duty  I  owed  to  myself  and  to  the  service,  or  in  a  sentence  which  I  am  persuaded  others,  as  well  as 
myself,  will,  after  the  publication  of  the  proceedings,  think  extraordinary. 

Having  noticed  in  your  letter  to  Lieutenant  Kennon  this  expression:  "  There  are  matters  in  the 
trial  and  in  the  defence  which  are  not  approved,  and  which  it  is  not  proper  to  publish,"  allow  me  to  ask 
of  you  to  inform  me  what  those  matters  are.      Under  such  circnmstaiices,  whether  full   approbation  has 
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been  given  to  the  sentence,  and  whether  they  are  of  a  nature  which,  if  rejected,  should  have  changed  the 

decision  of  the  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  May  10,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  copies  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department  from  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  correspondence  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  complaint 
contained  in  it,  as  also  of  my  provisional  answer  to  it,  given  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  being  informed  of  the  result  of  the  inquiry  to  be  instituted,  in  such 
manner  as  to  enable  me,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  to  fulfill  the  promise  made  in  my  answer  to  Mr. 
Addington. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  &c.,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Samuel  L.  Southard,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


3Ir.  Addington  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Washington,  May  4,  1824. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  instructions  recently  received  from  England,  I  have  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  been  transmitted  by  the  board  of  admiralty 
to  his  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  an  occurrence  which  took  place  in  the 
harbor  of  the  Havana,  in  the  month  of  June  last,  when  the  American  merchant  brig  Hiram  received 
some  injury  in  her  rigging,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  her  mate  to  make  room  for  his  Majesty's 
ship  Eden  to  pass  up  the  harbor. 

In  making  this  communication  to  you,  sir,  I  am  commanded  to  call  your  attention  to  the  extraordi- 
nary conduct  pursued  towards  the  first  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Eden,  by  Lieutenant  Gregory,  of 
the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  in  making  a  complaint  of  a  public  nature  an  excuse  for  attempting 
to  provoke  a  personal  quarrel  with  a  British  officer. 

His  Majesty's  government  have  also  seen,  with  much  regret,  from  the  correspondence  which  followed, 
that  an  officer  so  high  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  Commodore  Porter,  should  have  been  induced 
to  sanction  a  proceeding  of  so  intemperate  a  character  as  that  pursued  by  Lieutenant  Gregory. 

I  confine  myself,  sir,  to  bringing  these  circumstances  simply,  and  without  comment,  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  American  Government,  as  I  feel  confident  that  they  will  view  the  affair  in  the  same  light  with  his 
Majesty's  minister,  and  that  they  will  not  hesitate  to  convey  to  the  naval  officers  in  question  the  expres- 
sion of  their  displeasure  at  the  conduct  they  have  pursued  on  this  occasion;  and  likewise  that  they  will 
furnish  their  naval  commanders  with  such  instructions  as  may  prevent  a  recurrence  of  conduct  so  little 
calculated  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  between  the  officers  of  the  two  navies,  and  so  much  at 
variance  with  that  spirit  of  sincere  friendship  and  good  will  which  animates  their  respective  governments. 
I  have  the  honer  to  be,  with  distinguished  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant" 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 

The  honorable  John  Quincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 


Captain  Lawrence  to  Commodore  Owen,  dated — ■ 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Eden,  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbadoes,  December  16,  1823. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  order  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  September,  just  received  by 
his  Majesty's  sloop  Scout,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  while  his 
Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  was  warping  up  the  harbor  of  Havana,  the  American  brig  Hiram  was 
lying  in  mid  channel,  moored  with  a  small  warp  directly  in  our  way.  More  than  an  hour  previous  to  our 
weighing  anchor,  the  Hiram  was  hailed  and  requested  to  slack  her  warp,  to  give  the  ship  room  to  pass 
up  the  harbor;  this  the  mate,  who  was  left  in  charge  of  the  brig,  refused  to  do,  on  this  as  well  on  the 
request  being  several  times  repeated;  the  consequence  of  this  refusal  was,  that  the  boom  irons  on  the 
lower  yards  of  this  ship  (although  braced  sharp  up  to  avoid  it)  hooked  part  of  her  rigging,  to  extricate 
which  I  was  obliged  to  order  some  of  her  ropes  to  be  cut,  the  pilot  reporting  that  as  the  wind  blew 
strong  and  broad  on  the  bow,  if  the  Eden  brought  up  there  was  not  room  to  let  go  an  anchor,  and  that 
she  would  go  on  shore.  When  weighing  anchor,  I  hailed  the  Hiram  myself,  and  told  the  person  in  charge 
of  her  that  a  few  fathoms  of  her  warp  would  be  sufficient  to  slack,  but  even  this  he  refused  to  do,  and 
that  in  a  most  violent  manner.  The  consequence  of  the  Eden  getting  foul  of  the  Hiram  was,  the  cutting 
of  her  topmast  backstays,  and  a  topsail  lift;  and  on  the  master,  some  days  after,  coming  on  board,  and 
representing  the  damage  the  brig  had  sustained  in  her  rigging,  and  expressing  his  regret  at  the  obsti- 
nacy of  his  mate,  and  also  having  written  me  a  letter  to  the  same  effect,  (copy  of  which  I  enclose  here- 
with, as  also  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  it)  I  ordered  such  a  quantity  of  rope  to  be  given  him  as  I  thought 
necessary  to  replace  those  cut  away,  which  was  about  fourteen  fathoms,  not  wishing  the  owners  to 
sustain  injury  from  the  misconduct  of  the  mate  of  the  Hiram.  The  United  States  schooner  Grampus, 
Lieutenant  Gregory,  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and  on  the  following  night,  between 
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the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  the  first  lientenant  of  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command,  brought  a  letter 
into  my  cabin,  which  he  had  received  from  the  lieutenant  commanding-  the  Grampus,  (a  copy  of  which  I 
herewith  enclose)  and  which  was  brought  on  board  the  Eden  by  the  second  lieutenant  of  the  same  vessel. 
I  immediately  sent  for  the  lieutenant,  and  asked  him  if  Lieutenant  Gregory  had  ordered  him  on  board 
with  it,  to  which  he  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  then  remarked  that  I  was  sorry  he  should  have 
written  so  extraordinary  a  letter  to  my  first  lieutenant,  and  that  he  should  either  have  come  himself,  or 
have  written  to  me  to  ascertain  if  tlie  statement  of  the  master  of  the  brig  was  correct,  but  which  I 
thought  it  impossible  for  him  to  believe.  I  then  stated  the  conduct  of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  brig, 
and  asked  him  how  he  would  have  acted  under  similar  circumstances;  he  replied  that  he  should  have 
acted  exactly  the  same  I  then  told  him  I  thought  Mr.  Gregory's  letter  of  such  an  extraordinary  nature 
that  I  should  merely  enclose  it  to  Commodore  Porter.  He  then  left  my  cabin  and  went  below  with  the 
officers,  to  whom  he  expressed  the  same  opinion,  and  that  I  had  acted  perfectly  right,  and  with  great 
forbearance.     He  then  left  the  ship,  and  I  neither  saw  or  heard  more  from  the  Grampus  on  the  subject. 

On  the  5th  July  I  wrote  to  Commodore  Porter,  and  enclosed  copies  of  the  letters  from  Lieutenant 
Gregory  and  the  master  of  the  Hiram,  with  my  answer,  (copies  of  which  I  enclose  herewith.) 

1  beg  to  observe  that,  if  the  copy  of  my  answer  to  the  master  of  the  brig  was  dated  the  3d  of  July, 
as  stated  by  Commodore  Porter,  it  must  have  been  a  mistake  of  my  clerk,  and  ought  to  have  been  the 
4th.  The  two  bottles  of  wine  which  I  gave  the  master  was  an  act  of  charity,  as  he  was  suflering  much 
from  a  complaint  that  required  port  wine,  and  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  at  the  Havana. 

In  the  above  statement  I  hope  I  have  done  away  with  any  unfavorable  impression  which  might  have 
been  made  by  false  representations  and  ungenerous  insinuations;  for  surely  it  never  could  be  supposed 
that  an  officer  of  my  rank  could  so  far  forget  his  duty  as  to  wantonly  order  the  ropes  of  a  defenceless 
merchant  vessel  to  be  cut  away  (to  whatever  nation  she  might  belong),  unless  it  was  to  ensure  the  safety 
of  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  more  particularly  one  having  so  large  a  quantity  of  specie  on  board 
as  was  the  case  in  this  instance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  JOHN  LAWEENCE. 


Captain  Allen,  master  of  the  American  brig  Hiram,  to  Captain  Lawrence  of  his  B.  3I.'s  ship  Eden. 

Havana,  July  4,  1823. 
Sir:  In  my  two  several  interviews  with  you,  I  am  perfectly  well  convinced  that  the  damage  done 
my  vessel  was  owing  to  an  unavoidable  accident,  and  not  to  any  wantonness  or  outrage  on  your  part, 
but  in  some  measure  to  the  remissness  of  my  chief  officer;  and  inasmuch  as  the  offer  you  make  me,  of 
replacing  the  rigging  cut,  is  not  a  measure  that  I  have  any  right  peremptorily  to  insist  upon,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  acknowledge  the  procedure  as  a  voluntary  courtesy  on  your  part,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
avow  myself  perfectly  satisfied  therewith;  inasmuch  as  it  is  one  of  the  numerous  instances  of  the  good 
treatment  I  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  in  my  intercourse  with  his  Majesty's  officers. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am,  &c., 

SYLVESTER  ALLEN,  Master  of  the  American  Brig  Hiram. 


Ca2:>tain  Lawrence  to  Mr.  Allen  of  the  brig  Hiram. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Eden,  Havana,  July  4,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  this  day's  date,  wherein  you  appear  to  be  convinced  that  the  cause 
of  the  brig's  rigging  being  cut  was  owing  to  the  obstinacy  of  your  chief  officer,  not  slacking  the  small 
warp  when  repeatedly  requested  to  do  so;  therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  hesitate  a 
moment  in  sending  you  rope  to  replace  the  injury  done  to  your  rigging,  and  I  also  send  you  two  bottles 
of  old  port  wine,  and  which,  as  you  are  going  to  take  medicinally,  I  hope  will  have  the  desired  effect. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JOHN  LAWRENCE. 
Mr.  Allen,  Brig  Hiram. 


Lieutenant  Gregory  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  British  ship-of-ivar  Eden. 

United  States  Schooner  Grampus,  Havana,  June  28,  1823. 
Sir:  The  captain  of  the  American  brig  Hiram  having  informed  me  that  he  has  been  most  wantonly 
sed  by  you,  and  the  rigging  of  the  vessel  cut  and  injured,  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  either,  it 
becomes  my  duty,  as  his  brother  citizen,  to  resent  this  outrage.  Such  acts  of  wantonness,  I  can  aver, 
are  not  the  character  of  British  officers;  and  therefore  I  mean  not  to  insult  them  en  gros,  because  you 
have  so  far  forgotten  the  duty  you  owe  them.  We  (the  American  officers  and  citizens)  entertain  no  fear 
of  you;  we  wish  to,  and  will  respect  you,  so  far  as  your  deportment  deserves  it,  and  no  further. 

Ignorance   and  despotism  go  hand  in  hand.     Duty  compels  me  to  leave  this  port  at  ten  to-morrow 
morning,  until  which  time  you  can  consider  (if  necessary)  what  belongs  to  an  honorable  man. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  H.  GREGORY,  U.  S.  Navy. 


1826.]  CORRESPONDENCE.  675 


■'  John  Lawrence,  Esq.,  to  Commodore  Porter. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Eden,  Havana,  July  5,  1823. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  j'ou  a  copy  of  a  letter,  from  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Grampus  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's   ship   under  my  command,  which  letter  was 
broug-ht  on  board  by  a  lieutenant,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  P.  M. 

I  will  not  comment  on  this  extraordinary  letter,  more  than  its  effects  might  have  a  tendency  to 
destroy  that  harmony  which,  thank  God,  exists  between  the  officers  of  the  two  nations,  but  leave  it  to 
your  good  judgment  to  take  such  steps  as  you  may  judge  expedient. 

Wishing  you  much  health  and  happiness,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  LAWRENCE. 

N.  B. — I  also  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  master  of  the  brig  Hiram,  with  a  copy  of  my 
answer  thereto. 


Commodore  Porter  to  John  Lawrence,  Esq. 

United  States  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Allenton,  Thompson'' s  Island,  July  25,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  by  H.  B.  M.  brig 
Bustard,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Commandant  Gregory,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  to 
the  first  lieutenant  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Eden,  respecting  the  cutting  Of  the  rigging  of  the  American  merchant 
brig  Hiram,  and  the  abuse  of  the  captain  by  that  officer,  written  in  consequeuce  of  a  complaint  made  by 
the  American  captain,  and  expressing  the  sentiments  of  Lieut.  Gregory  of  the  conduct  of  the  first  lieuten^ 
ant  of  the  Eden,  which,  if  the  representations  made  were  correct,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  wanton  and 
unjustifiable. 

I  have  also  received,  under  the  same  envelope  with  those  letters,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Sylvester 
Allen,  master  of  the  American  brig  Hiram,  to  you,  written  after  his  second  interview  with  you  on  the 
subject,  and  dated  on  the  4th  of  July,  expressing  his  conviction  that  the  damage  done  his  vessel  was 
owing  to  unavoidable  accident,  and  not  to  any  wantonness  or  outrage  on  your  part,  but  in  some  measure 
to  the  remissness  of  his  chief  officer,  acknowledging  an  offer  from  you  of  replacing  the  rigging  cut,  as  a 
voluntary  courtesy  on  your  part,  and  at  the  same  time  avowing  his  perfect  satisfaction,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
numerous  instances  he  has  always  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  in  his  intercourse  with  his  Majesty's 
officers.  To  this  is  added  what  purports  to  be  your  answer  to  Capt.  Allen,  dated  the  Bd  of  July,  whereii; 
you  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  in  which  you  say  he  states  his  conviction  that  the  cause  of  the 
brig's  rigging  being  cut  was  owing  to  the  obstinacy  of  his  chief  officer  not  slacking  the  small  warp  when 
repeatedly  requested  to  do  so;  therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  you  do  not  hesitate  a  moment  in 
sending  the  rope  to  replace  the  injury  done  to  the  rigging,  and  also  two  more  bottles  of  old  port  wine, 
&c.,  &c. 

It  appears  satisfactorily  from  the  foregoing  that  an  American  brig,  while  in  the  Spanish  port  of  Havana, 
had  her  rigging  cut  by  the  order  of  an  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Eden;  that  the  captain  of  the  brig  com- 
plained to  the  commander  of  the  only  American  vessel-of-war  in  port,  who,  in  the  moment  of  exasperation, 
and  under  the  feelings  of  indignation  that  would  very  naturally  be  produced  by  such  unwarrantable  con- 
duct, and  not  wishing  to  make  a  public  affair  of  a  thing  which  he  supposed  an  individual  alone  responsi- 
ble for,  did  address  a  letter  to  an  officer  of  his  own  rank,  and  the  one  whom  he  considered  answerable  for 
the  outrage,  which  was  evidently  intended  to  excite  him  to  a  personal  rencontre.  This  he  thouglit  (as 
he  was  on  the  point  of  sailing)  would  be  a  shorter  road  to  the  obtaining  of  satisfaction  than  an  applica- 
tion to  the  authorities  of  the  port,  who  had  been  disregarded  by  the  British  officer,  or  the  commander  of 
the  British  forces  in  these  seas,  whose  distance  precluded  {he  possibility  of  his  rendering  immediate 
redress. 

In  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Gregory  in  addressing  the  letter  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eden,  which  is 
made  the  subject  of  complaint,  I  can  see  nothing  that  requires  an  official  interference  on  my  part;  there 
is  no  insult  oflered  or  intended  to  the  British  officers  or  to  the  British  flag,  but,  to  the  contrary,  expressly 
disavowed. 

I  view  it,  therefore,  as  a  personal  affair  between  Lieut.  Gregory  and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eden, 
which,  as  every  man  must  be  left  to  judge  for  himself  in  these  matters,  they  must  of  course  settle  in  the 
way  that  best  suits  theirown  feelings ;  and  whatever  way  it  may  be  settled,  I  cannot  apprehend  that  it 
can  be  productive  of  any  ill-will  between  the  American  and  British  naval  officers  in  those  seas,  at  least  it 
is  my  sincere  wish  that  it  may  not;  and  I  shall  use  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  Lieut.  Gregory  permitted  his  feelings  to  master  him  so  far  as  to  induce  him 
to  write  the  letter  of  which  you  complain;  but  let  us  change  places  for  an  instant,  and  suppose  the 
American  brig  to  have  been  an  English  vessel,  the  officers  of  the  Grampus  to  have  been  the  offenders, 
and  an  appeal  had  been  made  by  the  injured  party  to  the  commander  of  the  Eden,  the  only  British  vessel 
in  the  neutral  port  of  Havana,  would  you  not,  let  me  ask,  make  use  of  the  readiest  means  of  punishing 
the  aggressor?     Lieut.  Gregory  has  done  no  more. 

1  am  gratified  to  perceive,  by  the  correspondence,  that  justice  has  been  done  to  those  who  have  been 
injured,  to  wit,  the  owners  of  the  American  vessel,  who  were  certainly  no  party  in  the  offensive  conduct 
of  the  mate,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  have  been  made  to  suffer  by  the  destruction  of  their  property;  it 
would  have  been  more  gracious,  however,  if  this  had  not  been  done  in  consideration  of  the  acknowledg- 
ments contained  in  the  American  captain's  letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  six  days  after  the  outrage,  and  after 
having  had  two  interviews  with  you,  and  to  which  yours  dated  the  3d  of  the  same  month  is  given  as 
reply. 

As  justice,  however,  has  been  done,  and  as  the  American  captain  has  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
your  proceedings,  it  does  away  the  necessity  of  any  complaint  on  my  part  to  the  local  authorities  whose 
rights  you  had  vitilated,  or  to  your  commanding  officer;  which  would  certainly  have  been  made,  howevir 
painful  it  might  have  been  to  me,  but  for  this  (though  tardy)  adjustment. 
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I  cannot  but  observe,  from  the  confusion  of  dates,  the  circumstances  under  which  the  acknowledg- 
ments were  obtained  from  the  American  captain,  the  day  on  which  this  letter  is  dated,  (the  day  of  our 
national  anniversary,)  and  certain  characteristic  expressions  in  his  letter,  that  there  is  room  for  suspi- 
cion that  the  letter  was  not  written  by  him,  and  that  some  management  was  used  in  obtaining  his  signa- 
ture. That  the  rigging  of  his  vessel  was  cut  by  your  crew,  and  that  he  did  complain  of  the  outrage,  is 
certain.  If  it  was  right  and  proper  in  you  to  use  this  violence,  there  was  no  necessity  in  making  atone- 
ment for  it;  and  if,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  the  wrong  you  had  done,  you  thought  proper  to  make  good  the 
damage,  you  ought  not  to  complain  of  Lieut.  Gregory  for  making  you  sensible  of  it,  and  least  of  all  should 
you,  to  cover  your  own  injustice,  have  taken  advantage  of  the  American  captain's  distress  or  weakness  to 
obtain  from  him  acknowledgments  calculated  to  disgrace  himself  and  throw  censure  on  others. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  received  no  official  communication  from  Lieut.  Gregory 
on  the  subject,  and  that  my  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case  is  founded  from  facts  contained  in  your  own 
communications. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

(Signed)  D.  PORTEK, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Commodore  Oicen  to  Commodore  Porter. 
H.  B.  M.  Ship  Lancaster,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  Jamaica,  September  '29,  1823. 

Sir:  Captain  Lawrence,  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Eden,  being  absent  when  the  Scout  arrived,  your  letter  for 
him,  bearing  date  July  25,  has  been  delivered  to  me. 

With  respect  to  the  affair  of  the  American  merchant  brig,  the  Hiram,  I  can  give  no  opinion,  as 
Captain  Lawrence  has  reprehensibly  neglected  to  report  to  me  upon  it.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to 
conceive  that  any  officer  could  commit  an  act  of  wanton,  violent,  and  unprovoked  aggression  on  an  unof- 
fending merchant  vessel;  and  I  trust  it  will  appear  that  nothing  has  arisen  in  this  case  to  bear  out  such 
an  accusation. 

If  Captain  Lawrence  has,  by  intemperance,  exposed  himself  to  the  rebuke  and  the  insinuations  con- 
veyed by  your  letter,  whatever  may  have  been  the  provocation,  it  is  right  that  he  should  give  an  expla- 
nation of  his  conduct  to  that  department  of  the  government  of  H.  B.  Majesty  by  whose  authority  he  acts. 
I  shall  call  upon  him  so  to  do,  and  trust  he  will  most  fully  justify  it. 

I  refer  with  much  regret  to  the  remainder  of  your  letter. 

While  an  officer  of  your  high  rank  and  consideration  in  the  service  of  your  country,  condescends  to 
justify  the  course  which,  I  learn  from  your  letter,  was  adopted  by  the  commander  of  the  schooner  of  the 
United  States,  the  Grampus,  not  only  as  applying  to  a  particular  case,  but  as  a  general  measure,  it  will 
be  in  vain  that  you  profess  the  wish  it  may  not  be  productive  of  ill-will  between  the  officers  whom  we 
respectively  command. 

The  personal  rencontres  of  hot-headed  individuals  are  seldom  the  result  of  reason,  nor  do  they 
assure  at  all  times  the  punishment  of  the  ag:gressor;  certainly  a  reference  to  that  decision,  in  such 
difference  of  feeling  as  may  arise  out  of  the  discharge  of  public  duty,  can  add  nothing  to  the  cordiality 
and  confidence  of  the  two  services,  nor  will  it  conciliate  that  general  good-will  which,  I  had  hoped,  was 
making  rapid  progress,  and  which  I  had  flattered  myself  there  was,  between  us,  a  sincere  and  mutual 
disposition  to  improve.  On  my  part,  that  disposition  yet  remains,  and  trusting  it  will  still  be  met  by 
corresponding  sentiments, 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

(Signed)  E.  W.  C.  R.  OWEN, 

Commodore,  commanding-in-chief  the  Squadron  of  H.  B.  M's.  /S7n))s  and  Vessels  in  tlie  West  Indies. 


Tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Addington. 

Department  of  State,  Wa.shington,  May  10,  1824. 

Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  enclosing  copies  of  a  correspondence 
relating  to  a  transaction  in  tlic  hailmr  of  the  Havana,  in  the  month  of  June  last,  I  am  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  t<i  i(N|nest  you  would  assure  your  government  of  the  regret  and  concern 
with  which  he  has  learned  that  anything  should  have  occurred  having  a  tendency  to  irritation  or  estrange- 
ment lictwcrn  officers  in  the  service  of  our  respective  countries,  and  inform  them  that  he  has  directed 
iniiiieili:ite  iii(|niry  to  be  made  with  regard  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  to  the  motives  of  the  officers  of 
the  liiited  States  for  the  proceedings  which  funii  tlie  subject  of  complaint  against  them.  Of  the  result 
of  this  inquiry,  your  government  will,  as  speedily  as  shall  be  practicable,  be  informed. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  31,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclose  to  yon  copy  of  letters,  purporting  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  transaction  in  tlie  har- 
bor of  Havana,  in  the  iiuniili  of  June  last.     They  have  been  ( nimnicated  by  the  charge  d'affaires  of 

Great  Britain,  under  instnicliuns  tV..iii  his  government  "to  call  the  attention  of  our  government  to  the 
conduct  pursued  by  Lieutenant  I'rancis  H.  Gregory,  in  making  a  ediniiUiint  of  a  public  nature  an  excuse 
for  an  attempt  to  provoke  a  personal  quarrel  with  a  British  officer;"   and  to  express  regret  that  you  should 
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have  been  induced  to  sanction  a  proceeding  of  so  intemperate  a  character  as  that  pursued  by  Lieutenant 
Greg-ory. 

Tlie  President  has  directed  me  to  communicate  these  papers  to  you,  and  to  call  on  you  for  an  early 
explanation  of  the  motives  which  inHnoiicod  you  in  the  course  which  yon  pursued.  I  have,  by  his  direc- 
tion, also  called  for  an  explanation  fnnii  Licutonant  Gregory.  It  is  at  all  times  desirable,  and  never  more 
so  than  at  present,  that  the  most  amicalilc  feelings  should  be  cultivated  between  our  ofHcers  and  those  of 
other  nations;  and  it  is  a  cause  of  deep  regret  that  anything  should  occur  having  a  tendency  to  irrita- 
tion and  c.strangement  between  them. 

I  cannot  express  to  you  in  terms  too  strong,  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the  objects  of  your  cruise,  and 
with  a  strict  regard  to  them  only.  Should  you  meet  the  squadrons  or  ships  of  other  powers,  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  President  that,  elaiming  what  is  due  to  ourselves,  you  manifest  a  proper  respect  for  their 
flags;  and,  should  they  he  einployod  in  similar  service,  that  you  extend  towards  them  a  very  conciliatory 
disposition,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  harmonize.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  preserve  peace  with 
foreign  powers,  and,  with  that  view,  that  no  irritating  circumstance  should  occur  between  our  public 
ships  and  those  of  any  power.  The  conduct  of  our  naval  commanders  is  watched  by  every  nation;  and 
our  fellow-citizens  look  to  our  navy  as  the  means  of  supporting  our  rights  against  encroachments  and 
injuries  from  other  powers,  after  the  constituted  authorities  have  pronounced  that  such  have  been  com- 
mitted. They  would  lose  their  confidence  in  and  respect  for  the  navy,  if  it  should,  in  any  mode,  provoke 
such  injuries,  or  be  instrumental  in  producing  war.  I  do  not  urge  the  strict  observance  of  this  conduct 
in  you,  from  the  apprehension  that  there  is  any  danger  that  you  will  depart  from  it.  It  is  a  course  of  policy 
which  the  President  thinks  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of 
the  navy,  and  he  has  enjoined  it  on  me  to  make  a  like  communication  to  all  our  naval  commanders,  what- 
ever their  grade  or  force  may  be,  or  wherever  employed. 

To  the  injunctions  heretofore  given  respecting  the  transportation  of  specie,  the  most  strict  attention 
will  also  be  paid.  A  suspicion  that  our  naval  commanders,  who  have  heretofore  given  such  proof  of  their 
patriotism  and  high  sense  of  honor,  had  lost  any  portion  of  those  manly  sentiments,  would  sink  them  in 
the  estimation  of  their  country. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  David  Porter,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Navy  Department,  May  24,  1824. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  you  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1823,  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  British  ship-of-war  Eden,  at  Havana,  with  the  correspondence  to  which 
it  gave  rise.  They  have  been  communicated  by  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Great  Britain,  under  instruc- 
tions from  his  government  to  call  the  attention  of  our  government  to  the  conduct  pursued  by  you,  in 
making  a  complaint  of  a  public  nature  an  excuse  for  attempting  to  provoke  a  personal  quarrel  with  a 
British  oflBcer. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  directed  me  to  call  on  you  for  an  early  explanation  of  your 
letter,  and  the  circumstances  and  motives  which  occasioned  it. 

It  is  at  all  times  cause  of  regret  and  concern  that  anything  should  occur  having  a  tendency  to  irri- 
tation and  estrangement  between  officers  in  the  service  of  the  two  countries,  and  it  is  hoped  that  such  an 
explanation  will   be  given  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  government,  and  consistent  with  the  high  char- 
acter you  have  heretoftn'e  sustained  in  the  public  service. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Francis  H.  Gregory,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy,  A^ew  York. 


New  York,  Jane  10,  1824, 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  relative  to  the 
differences  which  occurred  between  an  English  naval  officer  and  myself  at  Havana,  in  June,  1823. 

My  letter,  addressed  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  English  sloop-of-war  Eden,  bears  its  explanation 
in  the  first  paragraph;  it  was  intended  prDnijitly  In  resent  an  insult  and  outrage  offered  an  American 
citizen,  who  had  no  means  of  redressing  his  wnrngs  Imi,  llnougli  my  intervention,  and  whose  call  for 
satisfaction  had  previously  been  contemptuously  disregarded.  I  liad  then  as  little  disposition  to  provoke 
a  personal  quarrel  with  a  British  officer  as  I  had  fears  of  the  consequences,  when  insulting  aggressions 
on  his  part  rendered  it  not  only  necessary,  but  absolutely  unavoidable,  as  I  conceived  was  the  case  in  the 
instance  wherein  I  am  accused.  The  circumstances  which  induced  me  to  address  the  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Eden  were  briefly  as  follows:  Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  Havana,  on  the  27th  June,  1823,  Captain 
Sylvester  Allen,  of  the  American  merchant  brig  Hiram,  came  on  board  the  Grampus  for  the  purpose,  and 
complained  that  the  Eden  had  warped  foul  of  his  vessel,  on  her  way  up  the  harbor,  either  by  design  or 
mismanagement;  and  without  the  least  forbearance,  or  using  any  endeavors  to  clear  her  without  damage, 
and  although  there  was  no  necessity  from  the  apprehension  of  any  accident  befalling  the  ship,  they  imme- 
diately and  most  wantonly  cut  all  the  Hiram's  rigging  within  their  reach;  that  to  their  respectful 
entreaties  to  desist  thej^  were  answered  with  abusive  and  insulting  language;  and  that  no  redress  could 
be  obtained  for  the  injuries  and  insults  thus  put  upon  him.  While  deliberating  upon  the  course  most 
proper  to  be  pursued  upon  this  information,  Ca])tain  Wigiider,  of  the  English  brig  Cherub,  a  very  respect- 
able man,  and  well  acquainted  with  me,  came  on  heard  the  Grampus  and  voluntarily  corroborated  Capt. 
Allen's  statement,  expressed  his  rt-giet  at  the  wanlimness  of  the  Eden's  officers,  and  said  that  he  had 
been  on  board  the  Hiram  and  surveyed  the  (himai^cs  dime  her,  and  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  satisfaction 
was  due  for  the  outrages  which  had  been  committed,  he  having  witnessed  the  transaction.     Believing 
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then,  as  I  now  do,  that  Capt.  Lawrence  had  refused  to  do  justice  upon  the  application  of  Capt.  Allen,  and 
considering  it  au  outrag'e  which  ought  to  be  instantly  noticed  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  treatment 
to  our  merchantmen,  who  are  always  looking  to  us  and  expect  protection,  and  intending  to  leave  the  port 
in  a  few  hours,  I  had  no  time  for  negotiation,  nor  the  least  prospect  of  obtaining  satisfaction  by  pacific 
measures,  I  conceived  it  most  proper,  under  all  circumstances,  to  express  myself  in  the  manner  my  note 
exhibits,  and  I  addressed  it  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eden,  because,  as  a  gentleman,  he  ought  to  have 
held  himself  responsible  to  Capt.  Allen  for  his  abusive  language,  and  because  I  was  upon  a  level  with 
him,  au  honor  Capt.  Allen  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy. 

I  enclose  you  a  certificate  of  Lieutenant  Ray,  who  carried  my  note,  by  which  you  will  be  informed  of 
the  truth  of  that  part  of  the  transaction.  On  Lieutenant  Ray's  return,  with  the  assurances  of  Captain 
Lawrence  that  the  damage  done  to  the  Hiram  should  be  immediately  repaired,  I  informed  Captain  Allen 
thereof,  and  gave  myself  no  further  concern  about  the  matter,  excepting  merely  to  satisfy  myself  that 
Captain  Lawrence  had  promptly  and  faithfully  performed  his  promise.  The  damages  were  repaired 
between  the  date  of  my  note  and  the  id  of  .Iiily,  nf  which  I  had  information  previous  to  my  departure 
from  the  port  on  that  day.  On  the  3d  of  .Inly  I  arrived  at  Thompson's  Island.  After  all  this  the  corres- 
pondence between  Captain  Allen  and  Captain  Lawrence  takes  place  under  date  the  4th,  and  is  of  a  char- 
acter unworthy  of  any  honorable  man.  I  was  informed  of  Captain  Lawrence's  extraordinary  attention 
to  Captain  Allen,  and  though  I  suspected  his  intentions,  I  took  no  measures  to  counteract  them,  not 
believing  Captain  Allen  would  act  so  basely  as  he  has  been  instigated  to  do.  Commodore  Porter's 
remarks  upon  those  letters  are  fully  warranted  by  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  written  and 
presented  to  him,  and  I  entirely  accord  in  opinion  with  him,  and  also  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  for  me 
to  notice  them  further  than  to  remark  my  belief  that  such  a  display  of  ingenuity  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  some  one's  integrity,  and  that  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  consider  Captain  Lawrence's  rank  as  a  posi- 
tive assurance  that  he  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  any  aggression  or  malconduct  in  this  afl'air.  I 
trust,  sir,  that  you  will  perceive  there  was  a  necessity  for  my  interference  in  this  case,  and  that  you  will 
acquit  me  of  having  any  designs  to  interrupt  the  friendly  intercourse  with  foreign  officers,  which  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  government,  and  the  interest  of  the  navy  officers  particularly,  to  preserve. 

I  have  never  been  engaged  in  a  personal  contest  with  any  one,  and  hope  that  I  may  never  be  com- 
pelled to  make  so  painful  a  sacrifice  of  principles  long  cherished,  by  any  circumstances  that  may  here- 
after transpire  in  the  course  of  my  life.     I  shall  always  be  found  obedient  to  the  orders  of  my  superiors; 
but  I  cannot  promise  ever  gracefully  to  submit  to  insults  either  to  myself  or  countrymen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  GREGORY,   Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 


I,  James  W.  H.  Ray,  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  navy,  do  hereby  certify  that  while  attached  to 
the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Francis  H.  Gregory,  and  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor  of  Havana,  on  the  28th  June,  1823,  Captain  Sylvester  Allen,  of  the  American  merchant  brig 
Hiram,  came  to  the  Grampus,  and,  after  inquiring  for  Lieutenant  Gregory,  stated  that  the  English  sloop- 
of-war  Eden,  in  warping  up  the  harbor  the  evening  previous,  had  run  foul  of  his  vessel,  and  without 
having  any  provocation,  or  there  being  any  necessity  for  doing  so,  wantonly  cut  and  damaged  the  rigging 
of  his  vessel,  and  otherwise  abused  them,  for  which  no  satisfaction  whatever  could  be  obtained.  This 
complaint,  made  alongside,  before  most  of  the  officers  of  the  Grampus,  was  properly  reported  by  me  to 
Lieutenant  Gregory  immediately  afterwards.  Early  in  the  evening  of  the  28th  June  I  was  directed  by 
Lieutenant  Gregory  to  carry  a  sealed  note  to  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eden,  which  I  delivered  to  him  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  that  ship.  He  immediately  went  below  and  read  the  note  by  the  sentinal's  light,  at 
the  cabin  door.  After  having  perused  it  he  went  into  the  captain's  cabin,  while  I,  at  the  special  invitation 
of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  went  into  the  ward-room.  After  remaining  there  some  little  time  I 
repaired  to  the  cabin,  at  the  captain's  request.  On  my  entrance  he  immediately  adverted  to  the  note  I 
had  delivered  to  his  first  lieutenant,  which  he  then  had  before  him,  and  detailed  to  me  the  circumstances 
of  his  differences  with  Captain  Alh^n,  in  his  own  way,  very  difierently  from  the  statement  given  bj'  Capt. 
Allen,  to  which  I  replied,  in  mere  civility,  that  if  his  Mati  merit  was  true  the  course  he  had  pursued  was 
justifiable.  But  I  am  free  to  say,  as  it  differed  so  much  from  Captain  Allen's  account  of  the  matter,  and 
was -totally  at  variance  with  other  pninfs  which  had  come  within  our  knowledge,  that  I  could  not  give 
full  faith  to  his  relation  of  the  circiiiuslanii's.  As  to  my  expressing  myself  to  the  officers  of  the  Eden  in 
the  manner  Captain  Lawrence  has  .stated,  I  positively  deny  it;  the  more  so  as  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances,  I  thought  Lieutenant  Gregory  acted  very  properly  in  resenting  the  outrageous  conduct 
of,  the  Eden's  officers  towards  one  of  our  countrymen.  Captain  Lawrence,  after  commenting  upon  Lieu- 
tenant Gregory's  note,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  frequentl  reyverting  to  his  ship's  being  a 
man-of-u-ar,  and  having  then  on  board  n  vm/  hirqr  qiwjttiti/  of  t:j)e<-ie,  finally  expressed  his  regret  that  any 
difficultv  shoidd  have  arisen;  thai  he  would  iinmo.liatcly  repair  the  .lama-v  doi„,  tlic  Hiram,  and  intended 
to  make  tiie  letter  written  by  Lieutenant  (ire-oiy  the  sul.jeel  of  an  oflieial  e plaint  to  ( 'oinuKidore  Por- 
ter. I  then  lelt  iiim  and  returned  with  his  uiessuge  immediately  uu  board  the  Grampus,  and  communicated 
it  to  Lieutenant  (!ieL;ory.  I  did  not,  as  Captain  Lawrence  has  stated,  go  down  amongst  his  officers  after 
my  interview  with  him  in  the  cabin  of  his  ship. 

We  left  lia\ana  on  tile  2d  July,  for  Thompson's  Island,  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  these  matters 
until  Lieutenant  CrcL^-orv  laid  liefore  me  several  i)aiierson  the  subject,  recently  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
honorahli'  Seeretaiy  of  the  Navy.  On  peiiisin--  them  I  eould  not  but  remark  that  the  letter  purporting 
to  have  l>een  written  liy  Captain  Allen  to  ("a]itain  Lawrence  fully  warrants  the  sus])icions  expressed  by 
Commodore  Porter  respecting  it.  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  having  been  dictati'il  by  some  person,  as  I  am 
persuaded,  from  what  I  observed  of  Captain  Allen,  that  it  is  not  his  language  wliieli  it  bears.  Captain 
Lawrence's  charitable  care  towards  Captain  Al^-n,  after  the  receipt  of  Lieulenant  Gregory's  note,  and 
his  generous  condescension  in  inviting  him  to  his  table,  laid  him  under  oliligaiious  which  certainly  called 
for  some  expression  of  his  gratitude,  though  they  by  no  means  required  so  ^eat  a  sacrifice  of  his  honor. 
(Signed)  '  J.  W.  II.  RAY,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navij. 

New  York,  June  6,  1824. 
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Washington,  June  26,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  your  communication  of  the  31st  May,  enclosing  certain  papers  respect- 
ing an  altercation  between  Lieutenant  Gregoiy  and  Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  British  navy,  and  am  some- 
what surprised  to  find  myself  charged  with  having  sanctioned  Lieutenant  Gregory's  conduct  on  that 
occasion,  when,  so  far  from  having  given  my  sanction  to  it,  I  disapproved  of  it,  and  so  expressed  myself 
to  Lieutenant  Gregory.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  I  did  not,  and  could  not,  approve  the  shameful,  wan- 
ton and  disgraceful  conduct  of  Captain  Lawrence,  to  whom,  he  having  appealed  to  me,  it  became  my  duty 
to  make  known  my  sentiments  on  the  subject,  which  are  contained  in  my  letter  to  him  of  the  25th  July, 
1823,  and  which  now  continue  the  same  as  they  were  when  that  letter  was  written.  Commodore  Owen 
has  pledged  himself,  by  his  letter  to  me  of  the  28th  September,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Lawrence;  and  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  so  and  ascertained  the  result  before  any  charge  was  brought 
against  Lieutenant  Gregory  or  myself. 

I  am  aware  of  the  propriety,  and  believe  it  always  necessary  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with 
all  foreign  officers,  and  I  have  uniformly  manifested  a  disposition  to  harmonize  with  them  since  I  have  held 
my  present  command,  as  has  been  made  manifest  on  every  occasion  when  I  have  come  in  contact  with  them, 
and  as  has  been  expressed  not  only  in  their  letters  to  me,  but  in  the  orders  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  recently 
published  by  Commodore  Owen.  The  harmony  which  has  existed  between  myself,  the  officers  under  my 
command,  and  the  ofiScers  of  the  British  navy,  in  our  frequent  intercourse  with  them,  has  been  the  source 
of  great  pleasure  to  ourselves  and  some  surprise  to  others,  and  whatever  other  charge  may  be  brought 
against  us,  the  charge  from  them  of  a  disposition,  on  our  part,  to  encourage  bad  feelings,  is  groundless,  as 
you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Commodore  Owen. 

As  regards  the  transportation  of  specie,  I  shall  be  governed,  myself,  and  cause  others  under  my  com- 
mand to  be  governed,  by  the  orders  of  the  Department,  from  which  there  will  not  be  the  slightest  deviation, 
whatever  they  may  be.  I  know  not  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to  your  injunction  on  this  head,  but  it  is 
a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  my  conduct  is  made  an  exception  from  the  general  apprehension; 
and  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favor,  if,  hereafter,  any  suspicions  should  be  entertained  of  my  having 
"lost  any  portion  of  those  manly  sentiments"  adverted  to,  that  I  may  be  early  apprised  thereof,  in  order 
that  I  may  meet  them  promptly. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  November  22,  1823. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  communications  of  the  28th  of  July  and 
23d  and  28th  of  September.  The  cordiality  which  prevailed  between  the  forces  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  McLean  and  those  under  Lieutenant  Watson  gave  me  sincere  pleasure,  and  I  was  prepared  by 
the  report  of  Lieutenant  Watson  to  esteem  your  officer  before  I  had,  by  a  personal  acquaintance,  become 
better  acquainted  with  his  character.  The  small  services  I  was  enabled  to  render  Captain  McLean,  his 
officers  and  crew,  have  been  too  highly  estimated  by  him.  I  did  no  more  than  humanity  called  for,  and 
no  more  than  might  have  been  expected  in  one  of  your  ports,  had  any  of  our  vessels  been  similarly 
afflicted. 

The  expression  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  your  letter  is  highly  gratifying  to  me,  and  I  beg  you 
to  be  assured  that  it  will  at  all  times  afford  me  the  utmost  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  extend  to 
any  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  oflBcers  every  hospitality  that  our  small  establishment  will  afibrd. 

With  regard  to  the  complaint  of  Captain  Lawrence  and  his  aggression,  as  commented  on  in  my  letter 
to  him,  I  can  only  regret  that  you  have  so  hastily  expressed  your  opinion  as  to  the  impossibility  of  such 
conduct  on  his  part,  because  I  feel  a  conviction  in  my  own  mind  that  you  will,  on  investigation,  be  satis- 
fied that  I  have  said  nothing  to  him  which  his  conduct  did  not  justify;  that  he  did  "  commit  an  act  of  vs^an- 
ton,  violent  and  unprovoked  aggression  on  an  unoffending  merchant  vessel,"  and  that,  too,  in  a  Spanish 
port,  and  in  disregard  of  the  proper  authorities. 

You  misunderstand  me,  sir,  when  you  suppose  me  to  be  an  advocate  of  duelling,  and  you  do  not  pro- 
perly appreciate  my  feelings  when  you  doubt  the  sincerity  of  my  assurances.  I  have  felt  every  desire  to 
preserve  harmony  between  those  under  my  command  and  all  foreign  officers,  and  I  hope  the  uniformity  of 
my  conduct  has  proved  it;  but  if  it  is  believed  that  I  will  permit  violence  to  be  offered  by  any  one  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  my  fellow-citizens,  or  an  insult  to  our  flag,  with  impunity,  too  much  is  expected 
of  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  U  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Commodore  E.  W.  R.  C.  Owen,  Commanding-in-chief  the 

Squadron  of  his  Britannic  Majesttfs  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  West  Indies. 


Oak  ITill,   August  9,    1824. 
Sir:  I  send  you  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  which  I  wish  you  to  communicate 
copy  to  Commodore  Porter  for  Lieutenant  Gregory,  and  one  to  Mr.  Adams. 

I  address  it  to  the  Secretary,  that  yon  may  communicate  in  the  manner  stated. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

Inform  Mr.  Adams,  that  I  shall  answer  his  by  next  mail.     Return  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  enclosed. 
To  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Navy  DejMrtment. 
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Navy  Department,  August  12,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you 
will  communicate  the  same  to  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Gregory. 
I  am,  very,  &c. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  HAY. 

Capt.  David  Porter,  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron,  dc.     Present. 


Oak  Hill,  August—,  1824. 

Sir:  I  received  from  the  Department,  by  the  last  mail,  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  Commodore  Porter,  of  the  31st  of  May  last,  relating  to  the  tran.saction  which  occurred  in  the 
port  of  Havana,  between  Lieut.  Gregory  and  the  commander  of  the  British  sloop-of-war  Eden.  I  had 
before  received  a  copy  of  the  commodore's  letter  to  the  Secretary,  of  the  26th  of  June,  in  reply  to  that 
to  him,  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  Commodore  Owen,  of  the  22d  of  November,  and  of  Lieut.  Gregory's 
to  the  Secretary,  of  the  10th  of  June,  in  reply  to  one  to  him,  and  of  a  report  of  Lieut.  Ray  to  Commodore 
Porter,  on  the  same  subject. 

It  appears  by  these  documents  that  the  incident  occurred  in  the  port  of  Havana,  and  that  Lieutenant 
Gregory  interfered,  at  the  instance  of  Captain  Allen,  whose  brig,  the  Hiram,  a  merchant  vessel,  had  been 
injured  by  the  British  sloop-of-war  Eden,  and  whose  commander,  Capt.  Lawrence,  had  refused  to  make 
to  the  injured  party,  on  his  own  application,  a  just  reparation.  Of  the  nature  of  the  interference  no  pre- 
cise information  is  given,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  report  of  Lieut.  Ray,  and  Lieut.  Gregory's  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary,  above  noticed.  Lieut.  Ray  states  that  he  carried  and  delivered  a  sealed  letter  to 
the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eden  from  Lieut.  Gregory,  which,  from  the  other  passages  contained  in  the 
report,  I  infer  to  have  been  one  which  made  the  affair  between  the  captain  of  the  Hiram  and  the  British 
officer  personal;  Lieut.  Gregory  resenting  the  injuries  done  to  the  Hiram,  and  insults  offered  to  Captain 
Allen,  as  if  rendered  to  his  own  ship  and  to  himself. 

This  interference  is  supported  by  Lieut.  Gregory's  letter  to  the  Secretary,  in  which  he  states  that  he 
had  no  prospect  of  obtaining  the  satisfaction  which  had  been  refused  to  Capt.  Allen  by  pacific  measures; 
aud  also  by  other  passages,  and  indeed  by  the  tone  of  the  whole  letter. 

Any  interference  of  Lieut.  Gregory,  or  by  any  commander  of  one  of  our  public  ships,  would,  it  is 
presumed,  be  considered  by  the  commander  of  the  British  ship,  in  such  a  case,  as  official ;  and  that  it  was 
so  intended  by  Lieut.  Gregory,  is  to  be  inferred  from  his  letter.  He  speaks  of  the  protection  claimed  by 
the  commanders  of  our  merchant  vessels  from  our  ships-of-war,  and  due  to  them,  and  that  this  was  an 
instance  which  required  prompt  attention.  It  was  as  commander  of  the  Grampus  that  application  was 
made  to  him  by  Captain  Allen,  and  it  was  in  that  character  that  he  addressed  his  letter  to  Captain  Law- 
rence. Had  he  not  been  the  commander  he  would  not  have  been  there.  He  could  write  the  letter,  there- 
fore, in  no  other  character. 

In  time  of  peace,  expeditions  are  equipped  for  special  purposes. 

The  orders  given  to  their  commanders  are  precise,  and  intended  to  preserve  peace  with  the  belliger- 
ents, on  just  principles;  with  other  friendly  powers  they  bear  no  relation.  In  this  instance  the  great 
object  was  the  suppression  of  piracy,  which  had  in  view  a  lawless  banditti  only.  Great  care  has  been 
observed,  in  the  instructions  given  to  Commodore  Porter,  to  guard,  in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  against 
any  collision  between  him  and  those  under  his  command,  and  either  of  the  belligerents,  Spain  or  the  new 
governments.  The  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence  with  any  other  friendly  power  was  not  even  antici- 
pated. 

It  was  concluded  that  our  officers,  well  acquainted  with  this  duty,  would  follow  strictly  their  instruc- 
tions, and  not  go  in  any  instance  beyond  them.  In  every  view,  therefore,  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  have  considered  the  interference  of  Lieut.  Gregory  improper.  The  incident  occurring  in  the  port 
of  Havana,  he  had,  on  no  principle  whatever,  any  right  to  interfere  with  any  power  in  his  character  as 
commander  of  a  public  ship.  The  government  of  the  island  had  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  To  the  gover- 
nor complaint  of  the  injury  ought  to  have  been  made  by  the  consul,  whose  duty  it  was,  had  redress  not 
been  obtained  of  him,  to  have  reported  the  whole  transaction  to  his  own  government,  that  it  might  be 
sought  by  it  tliroii-li  the  iin.in'i-  chiniiicl  ol'  the  British  government.  Had  Lieut.  Gregory,  in  a  mild  and 
friendly  way,  dischiimiiii;-  all  nllicial  inctciisiDn  or  right  to  act  as  naval  commander,  endeavored  to  recon- 
cile the  parties,  and  to  obtain  jiislic:'  tor  liis  injured  fellow-citizen,  there  could  have  been  no  objection  to 
it.  There  would,  in  that  case,  liavf  hccii  im  r(iiii|)r(.imitment  of  his  government  and  country.  Theprin- 
ciple  on  which  Lieut.  Gregory  inti  rposcil  has  n..  limitation.  If  the  commander  of  a  public  ship  can  inter- 
fere in  such  a  case,  or  in  any  rase  to  which  lii.s  orders  do  not  extend,  on  the  general  principle  of  protect- 
ing our  commerce  accordin.;-  to  liis  own  discretion,  the  most  pernicious  consequences  will  necessarily 
follow  from  it.  The  right  of  ijiacc  and  war  may  be  taken  from  his  government  into  his  own  hands.  In 
expressing  thus  decidedly  my  disapprobation  of  Lieut  Gregory's  conduct,  I  do  not  mean  to  impute  any 
improper  motive  for  it.  I  think  tliat  he  acted  from  patriotic  motives,  though,  undoubtedly,  they  were  mis 
conceived  and  misapplied  in  the  instance  under  consideration. 
I  am,  with  great  rcsprct,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  JAMES  MONROE. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  31,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter   of  the  4th  of  May  last,  with  its  enclosures,  have  been  laid  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  whose  direction  I  have  the  honor  of  assuring  you  of  the  great  concern  with  which 
he  has  learnt  the  occurrence  of  circumstances  tending  in  any  manner  to  interrupt  the  good  understanding, 
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or  impair  tlio  harmony  which  it  has  been,  and  continues,  his  earnest  desire  to  see  prevailing  between  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  your  country,  who,  in  the  course  of  their  respective  services, 
may  be  broug-ht  into  personal  relations  with  each  other. 

He  concurs  entirely  in  that  sentiment  of  disapprobation,  which  has  been  on  this  occasion  expressed 
by  your  government,  and  to  which  your  note  has  invited  particular  attention,  upon  the  ill  example  of 
making  a  transaction  of  a  public  nature  the  ground  of  a  provocation  to  personal  conflect  in  private  war. 

Of  this  sentiment  of  the  President,  Commodore  Porter  and  Lieut.  Gregory  have  both  been  apprised. 
It  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  instructions  to  all  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  serve  as  a  guide  to  them  in  all  their  public  relations  with  the  officers  of  your  country  hereafter. 

With  regard  to  the  facts  in  which  the  controversy  to  which  your  letter  refers  originated,  an  aspect 
somewhat  different  from  that  exhibited  in  the  papers  which  you  enclosed  has  been  presented  by  the  com- 
munications received  from  Commodore  Porter  and  Lieutenant  Gregory.  But  as  the  differences  are  not 
deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  the  single  principle  upon  which  the  animadversion  of  both  governments 
has  been  called  forth,  it  is  believed  to  comport  with  the  views  of  both  to  leave  them  without  further 
investigation. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Henry  U.  Addington,  Esq.,  Charge  d^  Affaires  from  Great  Britain. 


U.  S.  Ship  Peacock,  Hampton  Roads,  February  13,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now  anchored  in  these  roads  with  the  whole  squadron, 
with  the  exception  of  the  barges,  which  will  be  ready  to  leave  Norfolk  in  the  course  of  two  days,  and 
will  proceed  direct  to  Thompson's  Island.     My  course  with  the  squadron  will  be  circuitous,  and  will  be 
regulated  by  your  instructions  of  the  4tli  instant. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  the  officers  under  my  command,  with  the  names  of  the  ships  to  which 
they  belong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


A  return  of  the  officers  attached  to  the  expedition,  under  Commodore  D.  Porter,  for  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

David  Porter,  commander  of  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commander  John  M.  Maury,  acting  as  captain  to  the  squadron. 

David  P.  Adams,  chaplain. 

Peter  Wilson,  secretary  to  Commodore  Porter. 

James  G.  Boughan,  signal  officer. 

Thomas  Barron,  clerk. 


UNITED    STATES    SHIP    PEACOCK. 


Stephen  Cassin,  Esq.,  commander. 
Joseph  Cassin,  lieutenant. 
Eli  A.  F.  Vallette,  lieutenant. 
Thomas  Crabb,  lieutenant. 
Corn's  K.  Stribling,  lieutenant. 
Joseph  Williston,  sailingmaster. 
John  De  Bree,  purser. 
Wm.  D.  Babbit,  surgeon's  mate. 
John  G.  Rodgers,  midshipman. 
Francis  Stone,  midshipman. 
Robert  Steed,  midshipman. 
(Signed) 
United  States  Ship  Peacock,  February  13,  1823 


John  A.  Carr,  midshipman. 
Wm.  Rittenhouse,  midshipman. 
John  E.  Bispham,  midshipman. 
P.  A.  Stockton,  midsliipman. 
R.  M.  Benbridge,  midshipman. 
Miles  King,  jr.,  midshipman. 
Kinsey  Johns,  midshipman. 
James  Thayer,  boatswain. 
Walter  Cochran,  gunner. 
Thomas  Armstrong,  carpenter. 
James  Childs,  sailmaker. 

JOHN  DE  BREE, 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER   GRAYHOUND. 


John  Porter,  captain. 
Sam'l  W.  Downing,  lieutenant. 
David  G.  Farragut,  acting  lieutenant. 
Wm.  Belt,  surgeon's  mate. 


Benjamin  Follet,  passed  midshipman. 
Cadw'r  Ringgold,  midshipman. 
Cha's  T.  Shoeniaker,  midshipman. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER   SHARK. 


Matthew  C.  Perry,  lieutenant,  commander. 
Wm.  T.  Temple,  lieutenant. 
Wm.  F.  Shields,  lieutenant. 
Cha's  EUery,  acting  lieutenant. 
Rob't  Cunningham,  sailingmaster. 
John  B.  Timberlake,  purser. 
John  S.  Wiley,   surgeon. 
Timothy  G.  Benham,  midshipman. 
Arthur  Lewis,  midshipman. 

VOL.  II -86  K 


Charles  H.  Starr,  midshipman. 
Samuel  P.  Hazard,  acting  midshipman. 
Amasa  Paine,  acting  midshipman. 
Alex'r  Gibson,  acting  midshipman. 
Wm.  J.  Slidell,  acting  midshipman. 
John  M.  Breeze,  master's  mate. 
Tho's  Norman,  captain's  clerk. 
Ja's  B.  Wright,  boatswain. 
John  Deacon,  carpenter. 


682 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  304. 


UNITED    STATES    GALLIOT    SEA    GULL. 


Wm.  H.  Watson,  lieutenant,  commander. 

Hiram  Paulding-,  lieutenant. 

Ral])h  Voorhees,  lieutenant. 

William  Inman,  lieutenant. 

Tiio's  Williamson,  hospital  surgeon. 

Arthur  Baiiibridge,  acting  sailing-master. 


C.  H.  Van  Brunt,  surgeon's  mate. 
Andrew  A.  Harwood,  midshipman. 
Sam'l  W.  Stockton,  midshipman. 
Robert  Taylor,  midshipman. 
Quinton  Ratcliffe,  cadet  midshipman. 
John  Webb,  master's  mate. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    JACKAL. 


Tho's  H.  Stevens,  lieutenant,  commander 
Josiah  Tatnall,  lieutenant. 
James  Goodrum,  lieutenant. 
Edmond  Byrne,  passed  midshipman. 


Tho's  J.  Harris,  midshipman. 

Wm.  W.  Whetcroft,  cadet  midshipman. 

Hamil'n  E.  V.  Robinson,  cadet  midshipmaii 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    FOX. 


Wm.  H.  Cocke,  lieutenant,  commander. 
Rich'd  M.  Potter,  lieutenant. 
John  Kelly,  passed  midshipman. 
Geo.  F.  Pearson,  passed  midshipman. 


Mordecai  ^[organ,  surgeon's  mate. 
John  L.  Ball,  midshipman. 
John  J.  Jenkins,  cadet  midshipman. 
Sam'l  B.  Cocke,  cadet  midshipman. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    WILD    CAT. 


Cha's  W.  Skinner,  lieutenant,  commander. 
Fred'k  G.  Wolbert,  lieutenant. 
J.  W.  Sullivan,  passed  midshipman. 
Wm.  H.  Gardner,  passed  midshipman. 


Geo.  W.  Simmes,  midshipman. 

Henry  D.  Scott,  midshipman. 

Geo.  B.  Wilkinson,  cadet  midshipman. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    BE.iGLE. 


John  T.  Nevcton,  lieutenant,  commander. 
James  E.  Legare,  lieutenant. 
Rob't  Ritchie,  passed  midshipman. 
Geo.  W.  Sommerville,  passed  midshipman. 


Sam'l  Marshall,  cadet  midshipman. 
J.  M.  Watson,  cadet  midshipman. 
Neil  Howison,  cadet  midshipman. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    FERRET. 


Sam'l  Henley,  lieutenant,  commander. 
John  T.  Ritchie,  lieutenant. 
Fred'k  Engle,  passed  midshipman. 
Thomas  Dornin,  passed  midshipman. 


John  Swart-wout,  midshipman. 
Natli'l  W.  Duke,  midshipman. 
Edward  Hoban,  cadet  midshipman. 


UNITED    STATES    SCHOONER    TERRIER. 


Rob't  M.  Rose,  lieutenant,  commander. 
John  A.  AVish,  lieutenant. 
Ephraim  D.  Whitlock,  lieutenant. 
W.  W.  McKean,  passed  midshipman. 


Ebenezer  Reyner,  midshipman. 
G.  C.  Aahton,  cadet  midshipman. 
Wm.  B.  Everett,  cadet  midshipman. 


UNITED    ST.\TES    SCHOONER 


Beverly  Kennon,  lieutenant,  commander. 

Henry  Ward,  lieutenant. 

F.  M.  Buchanan,  passed  midshipman. 


V.  M.  Randolph,  passed  midshipman. 
Wm.  M.  Glendy,  midshipman. 
William  Green,  midshipman. 


Tho's  M.  Newell,  lieutenant. 
W.  D.  Conway,  surgeon's  mate. 
Joseph  Moorhead,  acting  sailingmaster 
John  H.  Smith,  acting  sailingmaster. 


Wm.  P.  Poarcy,  midshipman. 
Joseph  G.  Smith,  midshipman. 
F.  L.  C.  Fatio,  midshipman. 
Rob't  W.  Alden,  acting  midshipman. 


Lawrence  Kearney',  lieutenant,  commander. 

Wm.  E.  McKenny,  lieutenant. 

Ja's  M.  Mcintosh,  lieutenant. 

AVm.  T.  Rodgers,  acting  master. 

Francis  A.  Thornton,  purser. 

Richard  C.  Edgar,  surgeon. 

Benj.  R.  Tinslar,  acting  surgeon's  mate. 


Stephen  M' Cloud,  master's  mate. 
L.  M.  Powell,  midshipman. 
Hampton  Westcott,  midshipman. 
I).  L.  Randolph,  midshipman. 
Jolin  J.  Glasson,  acting-  midshipman. 
L.  Pennington,  acting  midshipman. 


Alfred  Grayson,  captain. 
Geo.  W.  Walker,  lieutenant. 
(Signed) 


MARINE    OFFICERS. 


Stephen  W.  Rogers,  lieutenant 
William  A.  Bloodgood,  lieutenant. 
J.  i[.  MAURY,  Captain  to  the  Squadron. 


United  States  Ship  Peacock,  Norfolk,  Feliruary  12,  1823. 
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Lid  of  officers  who  held  acting  appointments  in  the  Wed  India  squadron  during  the  years  1823  and  1824, 
and  whose  acting  aj^pointmen/s  were  not  given  by  the  Department. 

John  M.  .Maury,  lieutenant,  appointed  acting  captain. 
Mordecai  Morgan,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
Wm.  Belt,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
Wm.  D.  Conway,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
Wm.  D.  Babbet,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
E.  L.  Dubarry,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
H.  W.  Bassett,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 

B.  Ticknor,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
John  S.  Wiley,  surgeon's  mate,  appointed  acting  surgeon. 
Samuel  Anderson,  appointed  acting  surgeon's  mate. 
Wm.  D.  Price,  appointed  acting  surgeon's  mate. 
Gregory  Weems,  appointed  acting  surgeon's  mate. 

C.  H.  Van  Brunt,  appointed  acting  surgeon's  mate. 

D.  G.  Farragut,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Charles  Ellery,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Henry  D.  Scott,  midshijiiniiii,  a|i)i(iintcd  acting  lieutenant. 
Frederick  Engle,  midsliiinniin,  :i|)|i(iinted  acting  lieutenant. 
George  W.  Somervillo,  midshipniaii,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
John  Kelly,  midshipman,  ajjpointed  acting  lieutenant. 

Wm.  W.  McKean,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Franklin  Buchanan,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
George  F.  Pearson,  midshipman,  ap|iiiiuted  acting  lieutenant. 
Wm.  H.  Gardner,  midshipmai},  apjidintcil  acting  lieutenant. 
Edmund  Byrne,  midshipman,  api)ijiiiteil  acting  lieutenant. 
Robert  Ritchie,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Benjamin  Follet,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
John  M.  Sullivan,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Levin  M.  Powell,  midshiinnan,  aiipointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Wm.  T.  Rodgers,  midsliipinan,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
V*  M.  Randolph,  midshi})iiian,  apiHiiiited  acting  lieutenant. 
James  G.  Boughan,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Joseph  Mcorehead,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Wm.  P.  Piercy,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
John  Rudd,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Thomas  Dornin,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
T.  G.  Benham,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Ste.  B.  Wilson,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
B.  S.  Grimke,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
A.  B.  Pinkham,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Joseph  Cutts,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Jott  S.  Paine,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
John  A.  Carr,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Henry  Bruce,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
R.  B   Cunningham,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
R.  S.  Pinckney,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
L.  M.  Booth,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  lieutenant. 
Alexander  Slidell,  midslii|iiiiaii,  apiHiinicd  acting  lieutenant. 
James  K.  Vallette,  mitlshiimiaii.  ii|iiii>iiilcd  acting  lieutenant. 
James  Glynn,  midshiimian,  a]]|M.iiiicil  acting  lieutenant. 
A  Bainbridge,  midshipman,  aii|Miinl('(l  acting  sailingmaster. 
John  H.  Smith,  midshipman,  a|i|ioiiilc(l  ;u-ting  sailingmaster. 
Wm.  M.  Rittenhouse,  midshiiiinan,  a|i|)(iiiitcd  acting  sailingmaster. 
John  D.  Bird,  midshipman,  apiiointcd  acting  sailingmaster. 
Peyton  T.  Henley,  midsliipman,  a|i|i(iiiitcd  acting  sailingmaster. 
Lewis  Seeger,  midshipman,  ap|ii]iiilc<l  a<'ting  sailingmaster. 
L.  M.  Harby,  midshipman,  ai)|Miin(cil  acting  sailingmaster. 
Elias  C.  Taylor, 'midshipman,  a|i|Miinti'd  acting  sailingmaster. 
John  Manning,  midshipman,  appnintcd  acting  sailingmaster. 
Wm.  D.  Newman,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
Wm.  Shaw,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
Wm.  H.  Pennock,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
M.  S.  Scott,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
A.  F.  Porter,  midsliipman,   appointed  acting  .sailingmaster. 
Jas.  T.  Homans,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
John  H.  Little,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
Joshua  H.  Justin,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
Chas.  E.  Hawkins,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
William  Green,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
Jas.  H.  Clinton,  midshipman,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 
James  M.  Watson,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 
Kinsey  Johns,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 
Robert  A.  Cocke,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 
William  Covington,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 
Robert  Benbridge,  appointed  acting  midshipuaan. 
F.  G.  Beatty,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 
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Ben.  L.  Slye,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 

A.  Aiken,  ordinary  seaman,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 

Jas.  S.  Scott,  yeoman,  appointed  acting  midshipman. 

William  E.  Hoxie,  master's  mate,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 

R.  Eichardson,  master's  mate,  appointed  acting  sailingmaster. 


Na^t:  Department,  December  20,  1822. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  to  observe  that  I  have  repeatedly  had  occa- 
sion to  consider  and  refuse  requests  similar  to  yours,  and  to  explain  what  is  the  established  course  of  the 
Department  with  respect  to  acting  appointments.  They  are  authorized  only  in  cases  of  emergency,  and 
cease  as  soon  as  the  necessity  ceases.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  service  are  explicit  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  have  constantly  endeavored  to  impress  upon  commanders  the  necessity  of  rigidly  adhering  to 
these  rules,  and  to  explain,  to  the  officer  receiving  the  acting  appointment,  that  it  would  cease  as  soon  as 
the  place  could  be  filled  by  a  regularly  commissioned  or  warrant  officer.  I  cannot,  therefore,  comply  with 
your  request. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signed)  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Midshipman  V.  M.  Randolph,  U.  S.  Navy,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Sea  Gull,  Port  Badgers,  August  1,  1823. 
Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  American  consul,  to  take  one  million  of  dollars  from 
La  Vera  Cruz  to  Cadiz,  in  October;  and  as  we  have  but  few  opporttmities  in  this  way  to  make  a  little  for 
ourselves,  may  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Department  in  this  respect? 

If  a  direct  conveyance  cannot  be  granted,   can  I  send  the  money  to  the  United  States?  and  can  a 
transhipment  take  place  from  thence  to  Cadiz?     This  course  will  obviate  all  objections  as  regards  the 
belligerent  character  of  the  property,  if  any  exists. 
An  answer  by  the  return  vessel  is  desirable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington  Ciri',  November  3,  1823. 
Sir:  There  are  wanting  for  the  West  India  station  the  following  officers,  to  wit: 
One  master  commandant  to  command  the  Hornet.     One  master  commandant  to  be  stationed  on 
Thompson's  Island,  and  to  command  the  barges.     One  master  commandant  to  do  the  duty  of  captain  to 
the  squadron.     One  lieutenant.     Five  passed  midshipmen.     Four  surgeons.     Nine  surgeons'  mates. 

As  the  captain  to  the  squadron  is  at  present  much  wanted  to  relieve  me  from  the  details  of  duty, 
which  dwell  heavily  on  me,  may  I  ask  that  his  orders  to  report  himself  to  me  may  be  made  out  as  early 
as  possible?  Master  Commandant  Finch  is  the  officer  I  should  prefer  for  this  duty,  and  Master  Command- 
ant Wilkinson  has  volunteered  for  the  other  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  6,  1824, 
Sir:  For  your  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  frigate  Congress  is  at  the  Navy  yard, 
and  will  probably  be  ready  for  sea  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

The  Hornet  is  undergoing  considerable  repairs,  and  will  probably  be  ready  in  a  month. 
The  Grampus  is  coppering,  and  will  be  ready  in  about  ten  days. 
The  Spark  is  ready  for  sea,  and  waiting  for  her  commander. 

The  Weasel  will  be  ready  in  three  or  four  days;  is  now  getting  on  board  her  provisions  and  other 
supplies. 

I  have  dispatched  the  Shark,  Fox,  and  Decoy,  and  shall  send  off"  the  others  as  fast  as  they  are  got  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  9,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  the  3d  inst.,  enclosing 
orders  for  Dr.  Haslett  to  join  the  United  States;  but  as  that  ship  has  sailed,  I  have  retained  his  orders 
until  I  could  be  informed  by  you  whether  it  is  your  intention  that  he  should  follow  her. 


1826." 


CORRESPONDENCE.  685 


The  following  list  will  show  the  medical  men  under  my  command,  in  the  ships  and  vessels  here,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Congress,  from  which  ship  I  have  not  yet  received  a  return; 

The  John  Adams,  Drs.  Babbit,  Rapalje.     The  Decoy,  Dr.  Austin.     The  Hornet,  Dr.  Anderson,  a  super- 
numerary and  passenger;  Weems  acting.     The  Shark,  Dr.  Chase.     The  Grampus,  Dr.  Norris. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Norfolk,  January  10,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  progressing  with  the  i;epairs  of  the  frigate  Congress,  it  is 
found  that  she  must  be  hove  out  to  have  her  copper  mended,  as  much  of  it  is  off,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  worms  have  injured  her  bottom.  She  is  found,  also,  to  be  very  rotten  under  the  counter;  and  under 
these  circumstances,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  public  interest  not  to  send  her  out 
with  the  temporary  repairs  she  will  require,  as  they  cannot  be  made  in  less  than  two  or  three  months,  by 
which  time,  or  soon  after,  the  Independence  can  be  got  ready. 

I  have  therefore  given  it  as  my  opinion,  to  Captain  Warrington,  that  whatever  is  done  to  the  Con- 
gress, should  be  with  views  to  more  extensive  repairs. 

It  will  be  necessary,   for  her  preservation,  that  the  copper   should  be    mended  before  they  are 
commenced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

To  the  Hon.  Saii'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  14,  1824. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  several  letters  respecting  piracies,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
Spark  and  Weasel,  in  company,  will  sail  to-morrow  or  next  day,  with  full  information  on  the  subject,  to 
scour  the  West  Indies,  from  St.  Bartholomews  to  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient,  &c., 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Sasi'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Norfolk,  January  14,  1824. 
Sir:  Having  received  from  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  Lieutenant  Commander  Perry,  and 
those  generally  given  to  commanders,  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  perceiving  it  to 
be  your  intention  to  place  the  vessels  employed  for  this  purpose  under  my  orders,  I  must  beg  of  you  to 
know  whether  the  operations  on  the  coast  of  Africa  are  to  commence  immediately,  as  it  will,  in  all  cases, 
be  most  advisable  to  let  them  commence  their  cruise  there  before  going  to  the  West  Indies.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  know  your  wishes  on  this  subject,  as  one  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  will  be  ready  to 
execute  them  by  the  time  I  can  receive  your  instructions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


I 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  19,  1824, 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  prior  to  my  leaving  Washington,  -on  the  subject  of  blockades. 
Wishing  to  support  the  rights  of  a  neutral,  without  infringing  on  those  of  belligerents,  I  beg  I  may 
be  instructed  on  this  head  before  my  departure  from  this  place;  and  as  I  am  frequently  dispatching  ves- 
sels on  service  which  may  bring  them  in  collision  with  French  and  Spanish  vessels  on  the  coasts  of 
Mexico  and  the  Colombian  republic,  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  their  commanders  should  know  how 
to  act  correctly  on  the  occasion. 

The  information  lately  received  of  a  blockading  force  of  French  and  Spanish  vessels  having  been 
sent  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  must  be  my  apology  for  again  troubling  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  January  23,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoti  that  in  consequence  of  further  repairs  on  the  Congress  being 
stopped,   and  wanting  crews  for  the  Grampus  and  Sea  Gull,  I  have  directed  those  of  her  crew  who  had 
volunteered  for  a  special  service  for  six  months  to  be  discharged,  as  also  those  whose  terms  of  service 
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expire  on  or  before  the  30th  of  March.     I  have  directed  also  that  those  who  have  less  than  seven  months 
to  serve  may  be  paid  off,  provided  they  will  re-enter  for  two  years  without  receiving  any  advance. 

These  men  being  a  heavy  expense  to  the  public,  without  rendering  any  service  whatever,  I  have 
thouo-ht  this  course  the  most  advisable,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  their  re-entry  all  difficulties  for  the 
want  of  men  will  cease  on  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  ~  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  NorfoJlc,  January  24,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall,  in  a  few  days,  dispatch  the  Grampus  for  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  thence  to  the  West  Indies. 

It  is  probable  the  Colonization  Society  may  wish  to  communicate  with  the  colony  on  the  coast,  and 
by  informing  them  of  the  destination  of  that  vessel  the  opportunity  will  be  presented. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Lieutenant  Sloat's  orders: 

"  While  on  the  coast  you  will  touch  at  the  American  settlement  of  free  colored  people;  communicate 
with  the  agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  ascertain  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony, 
giving  it  such  aid,  assistance  and  protection  as  it  may  stand  in  need  of  and  be  in  your  power  to  furnish." 

It  is  my  opinion  that,  with  the  contemplated  addition  to  my  force,  I  shall  be  able  to  send  a  vessel  to 
the  coast  of  Africa  every  six  weeks,  and  give  complete  protection  to  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico.  You  are  aware,  however,  that  I  have  but  one  sloop-of-war  fit  for  service.  I  cannot 
think  the  Hornet  will  be  ready  for  sea  much  before  spring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  February  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  put  to  sea  with  [this]  ship  and  the  Sea  Gull  on  the 
17th.     The  Grampus  will  sail  about  the  same  time  for  the  coast  of  Africa.     The  Hornet  is   still  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  the  yard,  and  it  is  uncertain  when  she  will  be  ready.     Enclosed  are  Captain 
Cassin's  orders  for  sailing,  which  I  beg  you  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

In  my  route  to  Thompson's  Island  I  shall  touch  at  the  different  islands  to  windward,   to  obtain  infor- 
mation respecting  piratical  vessels,  if  any  should  be  out. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  I  should  be  in  possession  of  your  instructions  respecting  blockades,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D-  PORTER. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  3fatanzas,  May  4,  1824.  , 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  to  New  York  the  store-ship  Decoy  for  stores, 
and  the  schooner  Grayhound  for  coppering  and  repairs. 

The  reduced  state  of  the  force  under  my  command,  and  want  of  stores,  make  it  necessary  that  they 
should  return  to  the  station  with  all  expedition. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me  to  station  a  force  at  St.  Thomas,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce in  that  quarter,  and  to  keep  in  check  the  Porto  Rico  privateers;  but  until  piracy  is  completely 
suppressed  in  this  quarter  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  those  interested, 
unless  an  augmentation  should  be  made  to  my  forces.  I  have  directed  all  vessels  on  their  passage  to 
Thompson's  Island  to  touch  at  St.  Bartholomews  and  St.  Thomas,  which  will  obviate  in  a  great  degree 
the  necessity  of  a  stationary  force,  and  give  confidence  to  those  engaged  in  commerce  at  those  places. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  medical  department  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  never  has 
been  in  a  worse  condition.  I  have  no  medical  aid  whatever  for  any  of  the  small  vessels.  I  have  only 
one  acting  surgeon's  mate  to  attend  those  stationed  on  the  island  and  those  in  the  hospital. 

I  have  a  surgeon's  mate,  acting  as  surgeon,  at  this  place  to  attend  to  the  sick  which  may  arrive  here; 
one  acting  surgeon's  mate  in  the  Sea  Gull;  one  surgeon's  mate  and  one  acting  on  board  the  John  Adams; 
and  these,  with  one  mate  on  board  the  Spark,  make  the  sum  total  of  medical  men  on  the  station. 

The  sickly  season  is  fast  approaching.     I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  guard  against  its  effects;  but 
should  disease  rage  this  year  as  much  as  the  last,  our  situation  would  be  truly  deplorable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washi.vgtox,  July  20,  1824. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave,  for  your  information,  to  state  that  by  the   arrival   at  this  place  yesterday  of  the 
schooner  Ferret,  from  Thompson's  Island,  via  Nassau,  advices   are  received  to  the   2d  instant,  which 
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describe  the  health  of  that  place  to  be  unusually  good.  The  sick  report  accompanies  this.  All  the 
improvements  directed  by  the  commaiider-in-ciiief,  as  regards  buildings  for  public  purposes  and  individual 
comfort,  are  progressing  in  the  order  contemplated,  and  their  completion  to  the  extent  intended  may  very 
early  be  realized. 

Plants  of  various  kinds  have  been  introduced  from  Cuba,  and  are  in  a  thriving  condition.  The  canals 
have  been  deepened  so  as  to  admit  the  sea  water  into  the  lagoons  near  the  seat  of  population.  Wild 
grass  in  that  neighborhood  has  been  destroyed,  and  the  beach  cleansed  of  the  drift  sea-weed  which  lodges 
upon  it,  sulijiM-t  lo  (l(H'oni|insifi(in;  so  that  all  due  care  seems  to  be  taken  to  guard  against  the  recurrence 
of  tlio  malady  similar  to  tiiat  wliicli  \isiic(l  it  last  year.  The  season  has  been  dry,  the  winds  refreshin"- 
and  variable,  and  thi,'  range  of  tiie  theniionii'ter  from  ninety-five  to  ninety-eight. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Farragut,  commandi)ig  the  Ferret,  reports  that  while  at  Nassau,  about  the  10th 
instant,  one  of  his  crew  by  the  name  of  James  Fredenbourg  stated  himself  to  be  a  deserter  from  H.  B.  M. 
ship  Pandora,  and  that,  in  consequence,  he  gave  him  over  to  Cajjtain  Du  Maigne,  commanding  H.  B.  M. 
ship  Kangaroo.  The  gronnds  on  wliicli  Lieutenant  Farragut  ai'tcd  arc,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  our 
regulations  to  have  a  foreigner  in  the  scivice,  and  as  a  requital  for  a  similar  act  6f  courtesy  on  the  part 
of  Captain  Du  Maigne,  who  had  not  long  lictore  returned  to  the  Wild  ('at,  Lieutenant  Legare,  a  deserter 
from  one  of  the  West  Lidia  squadron.  As  Lieutenant  Farragut  has  been  governed  in  this  transaction  by 
a  regard  to  reciprocity,  and  not  constrained  thereto  by  any  act  of  the  British  officers,  I  indulge  the  expec- 
tation that  you  will  approve  of  his  iiroceedings. 

Lieutenant  Commandant  Mcintosh,  under  date  of  the  2d  inst.,  gives  a  detailed  report  of  his  cruise  in 
the  Terrier  along  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Carlos  Harbor,  in  search  of  a  reported 
smuggling  or  piratical  establishment  not  known  before  to  us  precisely,  but  which  he  has  discovered  to 
be  situated  on  a  key  called  Punta  Rosa,  bearing  N.  by  W.  |  W.  from  the  northeast  end  of  Langbee 
Island.  The  number  of  inharbitants,  Spaniards,  are  not  ascertained  with  precision,  but  cannot  be  many, 
as  there  are  but  five  thatched  houses  on  the  key,  which  is  under  the  culture  of  corn,  pumpkins,  and 
melons.  They  are  occupied  in  fishing,  principally,  and  have  licenses  from  Cuba  to  trade  tlK.-rewitli.  They 
rely  upon  the  protection  of  our  troops  at  Tampa  Bay,  regard  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  'I'crritory, 
and  feel  secure  in  their  avocation.  Lest,  however,  they  might  become  lawless,  Lioutcnant  Mcintosh 
removed  to  Thompson's  Island  two  small  carriage  guns,  which  were  alleged  to  have  been  kept  to  intimi- 
date the  Indians,  who  had  committed  some  outrages  on  them. 

The  place  is  now  so  particularly  identified,  that  occasional  visits  from  the  revenue  cutters  will 
effectually  guard  against  the  illicit  introduction  of  goods  into  Florida. 

Lieutenant  Sloat,  commanding  the  Grampus,  reports  under  date  of  the  17th  instant,  from  New 
York,  that  between  the  dates  of  the  4th  and  27th  of  June,  he  had  visited  the  ports  of  Campeachy, 
Alvarado  and  Tampico,  in  accordance  with  orders;  that  rumors  prevailed  of  a  piratical  vessel  being  near 
Campeach}',  fijr  which  he  made  diligent  search,  fruitlessly. 

The  schooner  Jackal  was  at  Tampico  about  the  20th,  and  the  schooner  John  Adams  near  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  21st  instant,  so  that  you  will  perceive  all  the  protection  is  afforded  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico 
contemplated  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 

Lieutenant  Mcintosh,  who  superseded.  Lieutenant  Oellers  in  command  at  Thompson's  Island,  writes 
under  date  of  the  4th  of  July,  that  an  American  brig  was  stated  to  have  been  captured  by  a  piratical 
boat  near  Matanzes  and  carried  into  Port  Escondido;  that  he  had  an  accurate  description  of  the  boat,  and 
had  dispatched  a  barge,  together  with  the  Terrier,  to  effect  her  rescue.  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  that  his 
efforts  may  meet  with  success. 

In  addition  to  the  protection  already  afforded  to  the  commerce  of  Matanzas,  you  may  calculate  on 
the  services  of  the  Wild  Cat,  which  sailed  on  Saturday  last,  so  that  this  demand  on  the  Department  is 
answered. 

The  force  at  present  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  it  is  hoped,  will  succeed  in  taking  or  driving  away  the 
marauders,  stated  by  the  papers  to  infest  it;  it  was  desirable  to  guard  against  the  almost  simultaneous 
return  of  several  vessels  of  the  West  India  squadron  to  the  United  States,  and  the  cruises  have  been 
arranged  with  a  view  to  that  object,  and  the  keeping  at  all  times  of  a  sufficient  force  about  Cuba  and  iu 
the  Bay  of  Mexico. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  the  schooner  Fox  had  sailed  from  Tampico  to  New  Orleans,  so  that  at  every 
practicable  point  some  of  our  vessels  are  seen. 

I  cannot  but  congratulate  you  on  the  general  good  health  enjoyed  by  the  respective  crews.     Some 
symptoms  of  fever  have  manifested  themselves,  and  some  deaths  have  occurred;  this  must  be  expected- 
exemption  from  disease  cannot  be  calculated  upon,  although  I  am  convinced  by  reports  from  the  respective 
officers  that  every  regard  is  paid  to  health,  cleanliness  and  comfort. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  bo, 

W.  B.  FINCH,  Captaiji  Wivt  India  Squadron. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Srcyetary  of  the  Navtj. 


Washington,  August  10,  1824. 
Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  correspondence  between  Admiral  Sir  L.  W.  Halsted,  Knt. 
commanding  her  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies,  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  a 
salute;  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  in  order  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  indignity  to  which  I 
have  been  subjected,  an  order  be  given  that  no  United  States  vessel  shall  salute  any  British  flag  officer 
whatever. 

We  cannot  do  it  under  the  existing  British  naval  instructions,  as  cited  by  Admiral  Halsted,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  without  dishonoring  our  flag.  No  such  rule  exists  with  regard  to  salutes  to 
British  army  officers,  whatever  may  be  their  rank.  My  salute  previously  given  to  the  forts  at  Jamaica 
was  returned  with  an  equal  number  of  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Sql'thard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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To  Admiral  Sir  Lawrence  William  Hoisted,  knight,  commanding  his  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the 
West  Indies,  &c.: 

Sir:  Having  been  assured  by  the  officers  of  this  ship,  since  leaving  Jamaica,  that  the  salute  to  your 
flag  of  fifteen  guns,  fired  by  my  order  while  there,  was  only  returned  by  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns,  I 
have  to  request  you  to  inform  me  if  such  was  the  fact,  and  if  so,  to  ask  your  reasons  for  not  returning 
a  salute  equal  to  the  one  fired  by  me. 

The  vessel-of-war  which  bears  this  will  await  your  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.PORTER, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  if  Mexico. 
U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Ajml  21,  1824. 


His  Britan.vic  Majesty's  Ship  Serapis,  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  Jamaica,  May  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  April  last,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  request  that  I 
would  inform  you  whether  13  guns  only  were  fired  by  the  ship  which  bore  my  flag,  in  return  for  15  guns 
which  you  had  ordered  to  be  fired  when  you  were  last  at  Jamaica. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  thirteen  guns  only  were  returned,  and  that  the  British 
naval  instructions  do  not  permit  a  flag  officer  to  return  any  salute  but  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the 
same;  namely,  to  all  junior  flag  officers  of  every  nation,  two  guns  less,  and  "to  private  captains  four  guns' 
less.     Such  is  the  reason  why  you  had  only  13  guns  in  return  for  the  15  you  were  pleased  to  order. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  L.  W.  HALSTED,  Vice- Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 

Britannic  3Iajesty's  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies,  &c. 
To  Commodore  Porter,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Washington,  August  11,  1824. 

Sir:  Understanding  from  Captain  Finch  that  you  had  manifested  some  dissatisfaction  that  certain 
youths,  in  the  squadron  under  my  command,  should  have  been  permitted  to  do  the  duty  and  receive  the 
pay  of  midshipmen,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  such  explanations  as  tfre  necessary  to  remove  any 
erroneous  impressions  on  your  mind,  that  this  has  been  done  in  evasion  or  violation  of  any  regulation  or 
order  issued  from  the  Navy  Department.  When  I  took  the  command  of  the  expedition  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  officers  to  fill  many  of  the  situations  in  the  squadron,  which,  in  fact, 
was  equipped  with  so  much  expedition  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  collecting  from  distant  parts  the 
necessary  officers  for  it,  and  it  became  necessary  to  fill  the  vacancies  by  acling  appointments  which, 
although  understood  as  intended,  were  not  to  take  place  while  the  squadron  was  in  the  United  States, 
and  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  their  being  filled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Among  others  were 
acting  lieutenants  and  masters  from  the  passed  midshipmen,  and  surgeons'  mates.  The  acting  lieutenants 
and  masters  have  been  continued  in  their  situation  by  the  Department,  and  the  appointment  of  the  sur- 
geons' mates  has  since  been  confirmed  by  you. 

It  became  also  necessary  to  have  some  youths  to  do  the  duty  of  midshipmen,  and  as  permission  had 
been  given  to  Commodore  Stewart  to  take  some  boys  in  his  ship  on  trial,  and  among  the  number  my  son, 
I,  following  his  example,  and  compelled  by  necessity,  took  on  board  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  a  few  of 
the  most  promising  and  respectable,  but  gave  them  no  acting  appointments,  and  with  the  express  under- 
standing that  my  taking  them  was  to  give  them  no  claims  on  the  Department,  but  that  if  they  were  found 
suitable  for  the  service,  thej'-  were  to  come  in  as  new  applicants,  leaving  their  term  of  probation  to  weigh 
in  their  favor  for  as  much  as  the  Department  might  think  it  worth. 

When  my  command  was  augmented  I  increased  them,  some  taken  by  the  express  wish  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  some  by  that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  my  own  selection  I  have  not  taken  more  than  five,  and  not  even  those  without  permission  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  your  predecessor.  Not  one  has  obtained  my  permission  to  embark  on  board 
any  vessel  under  my  command,  to  my  recollection,  since  you  came  into  office;  and  certainly  no  acting 
appointment  whatever  has  been  made  by  me  in  the  United  States  since  your  general  orders  of  December, 
1823,  and  none  of  any  description  whatever  out  of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  was  occasioned  by 
unavoidable  necessity.  As  regards  midshipmen  or  persons  to  do  duty  as  sucii,  I  have  taken  none  since, 
but  those  who  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty  by  the  Navy  Department. 

It  has  been  the  source  of  great  uneasiness  to  me  that  any  misunderstanding  on  this  subject  should 
have  taken  place,  but  I  trust  that  this  explanation  will  remove  from  your  mind  all  impression  of  any 
wish  on  my  part  to  frustrate  the  views  of  the  Department,  or  take  from  it  any  of  its  patronage.  I  have 
been  influenced  solely  by  views  to  the  public  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  SouTHARn,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  August  11,  1824. 
Sir:  Understanding  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  government  to  give  me  a  ship  suited  to  my  rank  in 
the  service,  I  have  ordered  the  John  Adams  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  where  her  services  are  much  wanted. 
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Should  a  frigate  be  selected,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  it  will  be  most  agreeable  to  me  that  there 
should  be  no  comniaudor  appointed  to  her,  as  I  should  wish  the  particular  and  personal  command  to  be 
vested  in  myself  alone. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe  that  a  flag  or  fleet  captain  to  the  squadron  may  be  dispensed  with  if  I 
can  be  alliiwed  to  select  an  intelligent  lieutenant  to  relieve  me  from  many  of  the  details  of  the  squadron. 
For  the  present  the  services  of  Captain  Finch  are  necessary  to  me,  but  I  shall  not  want  him  long,  and  it 
is  his  wisli  to  retire  from  the  situation  so  soon  as  I  can  otherwise  provide  myself 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  apprised  as  early  as  possible  of  the  siiip  intended  for  me,  that  I  may  give  my 
personal  attention  to  her  outfits. 

With  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washixgtox,  October  12,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  very  unfavorable  accounts'  of  sickness 
prevailing  at  Thompson's  Island.  Three  cases  of  yellow  fever,  which  proved  mortal,  have  been  reported, 
and  the  sick  list  contains  the  names  of  thirty-one  patients,  mostly  of  bilious  and  intermitting  fevers;  of 
this  number  eleven  are  convalescent,  and  seven  are  reported  as  very  bad  cases. 

The  island  is,  however,  supplied  with  every  comfort  in  my  power  to  provide  for  it.  There  is  a  good 
hospital  for  officers  and  seamen  on  the  windward  side,  a  floating  hospital  comfortably  fitted  up  in  the 
harbor,  capable  of  containing  the  whole  population  of  the  island,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  refreshments, 
hospital  stores  and  medicines. 

There  are  two  medical  attendants  on  the  island,  one  of  whom,  however,  is  on  the  sick  list;  but  the 
arrival  of  the  Hornet  must  ere  this  have  furnished,  if  required,  an  additional  number.  I  know  of  nothing 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  on  the  island  not  in  the  power  of  the  senior  officer  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba  to  furnish;  and  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  by  me,  or  any  orders 
beyond  what  have  already  been  issued  for  the  preservation  of  health,  as  from  the  advanced  seas&n  of  the 
year,  the  sickness  will  undoubtedly  subside  before  they  could  possibly  reach  the  island.  As  it  will  no 
doubt  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  how  the  force  under  my  command  is  employed  at  this  moment, 
I  enclose  you  a  brief  report,  with  the  names  of  the  vessels  and  their  commands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


List  of  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  squadron,  their  commanders,  and  the  service  at  present  employed  on. 

Constellation,  frigate,  D.  Porter,  commander,  fitting  out  in  New  York,  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea 
early  next  month. 

John  Adams,  corvette,  Captain  A.  J.  Dallas,  ready  for  sea  at  Philadelphia,  now  waiting  additional 
orders;  destined  from  thence  to  St.  Bartholomews,  St.  Thomas,  down  the  coasts  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo 
and  Cuba,  to  Thompson's  Island;  thence  to  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  to  cruise  about  Tampico,  Alvarado,  and 
La  Vera  Cruz. 

Hornet,  sloop-of-war,  Captain  E.  P.  Kennedy,  to  South  America,  by  orders  from  the  Navy  Department; 
from  thence  by  my  orders  to  the  north  coast  of  Cuba  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  there. 

Spark,  brig,  Lieutenant  Commandant  J.  T.  Newton,  in  quarantine  at  New  York;  repairing  under 
orders  to  proceed  from  thence  to  St.  Bartholomews,  St.  Thomas,  down  the  coasts  of  Porto  Rico,  and  St. 
Domingo,  and  Cuba,  to  Thompson's  Island;  thence  down  the  coasts  of  Yucatan  and  Campeachy,  around 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  back  to  Thompson's  Island. 

Grampus,  schooner,  Lieutenant  Commandant  John  D.  Sloat,  stationed  at  St.  Thomas,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce  between  St.  Barts  and  the  east  end  of  St.  Domingo. 

Shark,  schooner,  Lieutenant  Commandant  John  Gallagher,  ordered  from  New  York  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mews and  St.  Thomas;  thence  down  the  coasts  of  Porto  Rico,  and  St.  Domingo,  and  Cuba,  to  Thompson's 
Island;  thence  to  the  coasts  of  Yucatan  and  Campeachy,  around  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  back  to  Thompson's 
Island. 

Porpoise,  schooner,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Charles  W.  Skinner,  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa, 
under  orders  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Sea  Gull,  steam  galliot.  Lieutenant  Commandant  Isaac  McKeever,  awaiting  orders  at  New  York. 

Ferret,  schooner,  Lieutenant  Commandant  C.  H.  Bell,  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba. 

Terrier,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Jott  S.  Paine,  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba. 

Wild  Cat,  Li(!utenant  Commandant  Legare,  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba. 

Weasel,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Boarman,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  between  Taflipico  and 
New  Orleans. 

Beagle,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Charles  P.  Piatt,  has  sailed  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
between  St.  Barts  and  the  east  end  of  Cuba. 

Decoy,  store  ship,  late  Lieutenant  Commandant  F.  B.  Gamble,  at  New  York  in  quarantine;  just 
arrived  from  Thompson's  Island. 

Barges  Gallinipper,  Mosquito,  Gnat,  Midge,  and  Diablita,  Lieutenant  Commandant  James  M.  Mc- 
intosh, commanding  at  Thompson's  Island;  occasionally  cruising  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  and  in  the 
old  Straits  of  Bahama. 
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Washington,  October  14,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  Ikhkh-  to  enclose  j'oii  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commandant  James  M. 
Mcintosh,  the   commander  of  Thompson's  Island,  with  copies  of  certain  documents  respecting  a  colored 
man  named  Francis  Hale,  and  to  request  of  you  instructions  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation 
thereto. 

I  am  also  to  request  some  instructions  to  govern  my  conduct  towards  the  South  American  privateers, 
which  sometimes  eoinc  iusiile  the  Fhirida  reef  in  distress,  real  or  pretended,  thereby  availing  themselves 
of  the  facilities  wliieh  hIIit,  tn  \i.jlat('  our  neutrality  and  infringe  our  laws. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,   October  19,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  received  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Aulick  your  letter  of  yesterday,  stating  it  as  your 
opiniim  that  yuur   appointment  of  that  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  captain  of  the  squadron  would 
be  a  direct  vinlation  of  the  regulations,  and  offering  to  order  for  that  purpose  one  of  the  master  com- 
mandants not  eiiiyiloyed,  if  it  is  my  wish  to  have  an  oflBcer  of  that  grade  to  discharge  the  duty. 

The  force  under  mj^  command  (by  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  regulations)  not  entitling  me  to  an 
officer  of  the  rank  of  master  commandant  to  discharge  the  dutes  of  captain  of  the  squadron,  and  yet, 
more  than  any  other  now  employed,  requiring  an  officer  to  assist  me  in  the  details  of  my  duties,  it  would 
be,  in  my  opinion,  as  direct  a  violation  of  the  regulations  to  order  a  master  commandant  as  to  order  a 

lieutenant;  and  as  an  officer  of  any  grade,  inc pitcnt  to  perform  the  duties,  would  be  more  than  useless 

to  me,  I  beg  leave  to  decline  having  a  ea|itaiii  to  the  squadron  under  my  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser\aiit, 

(Signed)  DAVID  PORTER. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Washington,  October  19,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  instructions  of  tlie  14th,  15th,  16th  and  19th  instant,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  them,  and  ha\c  smi^-lit  in  them  in  vain  for  the  motive  for  your  unexpected  order  of  the 
first  date,  for 'me  to  "proceed  as  s|ieedily  as  possible  to  my  station"  in  the  John  Adams,  instead  of  the 
Constellation,  as  was  expected  and  arranged. 

I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  repeated  argument  I  have  urged,  that  the  pendant  of  an  American 
commodore  should  not  be  exposed  to  insult  by  being  hoisted  on  board  a  sloop-of-war,  if  a  vessel  of  a  more 
respectable  character  could  be  obtained,  and  of  the  repeated  expression  of  my  aversion  to  be  instrumental 
in  so  exposing  it. 

This  would  alone  be  a  sufficient  motive  for  begging  permission  to  retire  from  my  present  command,  as 
the  only  means  of  relieving  myself  from  the  responsibility,  but  I  have  others  of  a  more  personal  nature, 
but  of  equal  weight. 

The  nature  of  the  service  I  have  been  engaged  in  has  been  of  the  most  arduous  nature,  subject  to 
great  expense,  great  exposure  and  fatigue,  and  imposing  upon  me  great  responsibility;  the  generous 
confidence  which  was  extended  to  me  at  the  outset  of  my  command,  which  encouraged  me  to  an  active 
and  faithful  ixrl'omnniee  of  the  duties  assigned  to  me,  appears  of  late  to  have  been  withdrawn,  and 
orders  implyini;-  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Department,  and  at  every  step  calling  forth  explanations, 
are  almost  daily  handed  to  me.  The  various  cases  alluded  to  are  of  a  recent  date,  and  unnecessary  to 
enumerate.  I  have  made  frequent  applieatiini  tn  the  Department  for  instructions  to  guide  me  in  my  con- 
duct toward  the  cruisers  of  South  Americ  a,  whose  depredations  on  our  coumierce  have  been  so  frequent. 
New  cases  are  made  known  to  me  uiiaecdniiianied  by  any  instructions  for  my  government,  thereby 
leaving  me  to  encounter  responsibilities  which  do  not  belong  to  my  situation  or  my  profession. 

I  left  the  West  Indies  for  my  health,  and  my  experience  teaches  me  that  it  is  improper  to  return  at 
so  early  a  period  as  the  one  exacted  of  me  by  the  Department. 

I  owe  it,  therefore,  to  myself  and  my  family,  if  not  to  my  country,  to  avoid  a  climate  which  has  been 
so  fatal  to  so  many  under  my  command,  (and  has  nearly  proved  so  twice  to  myself)  at  aseason  when 
disease  prevails  to  such  and  extent  as  it  does  at  present. 

By  the  expression  of  your  order  of  the  14th,  it  would  appear  that  Thompson's  Island  is  considered 
my  station;  my  instructions  inform  me  that  my  command  extends  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  that  my  duties  are  to  protect  our  commerce  throughout  this  extent  and  suppress  the  slave 
trade.  Thompsun's  Island  has  heretofore  lieen  considered  an  appen.lage  to  my  eominand,  not  my  station, 
and  I  have  lu'en  eonsiihTcd  in  my  plai-e  whenever  1  have  been  within  the  liniits'preseribed  tome;  to  remain 
stationary'al  Thompson's  Isiandi  to  the  neglect  of  the  rest  of  my  connnand,  can  s<-arcely  be  the  intention 
of  the  Department,  and  if  it  were,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  so  great  a  sacrilice  of  health  and  com- 
fort would  be  made  by  me,  except  under  greater  necessities  than  at  present  exist. 

We  have  now  at  that  island  and  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  a  sloop-of-war,  a  schooner  of  twelve  guns, 
two  small  schooners,  and  five  barges,  a  force  more  than  necessary  to  quell  all  the  pirates  that  ever  existed 
there,  if  the  officers  do  their  duty,  and  if  they  do  not  I  shall  take  care  that  they  shall  be  brought  to 
punisiiment. 

I  feel  myself  responsible  for  the  employment  of  the  force  under  my  command  to  the  best  advantage, 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  equipped,  and  if  any  part  of  my  duties  are  neglected  I  ask  for  no  lenity 
from  the  Department.  I  cannot,  however,  in  the  present  state  of  my  command,  consent  to  lead  in  person 
every  expedition  fitted  out  from  it,  as  is  implied  that  I  should  by  the  order  alluded  to.  A  general  super- 
.nteudence  is  all   that  ought  to  be  expected  of  me;    and  had  my  presence  at  Thompson's  Island  been 
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considered  absolutely  necessary,  no  order  would  have  been  wanting  to  make  me  g-o,  and  no  danger  from 
climate  would  have  deterred  me  from  luistening  there  with  all  possible  expedition.  It  is  implied  by  the 
orders  within  alluded  to  that  this  disposition  on  my  part  does  not  exist. 

Taking,  therefore,  a  full  view  of  the  .subject,  and  Cdii.sidcring  the  cireum.stancc  of  the  compensation 
of  a  captain  not  being  adtMjiiaIr  to  llic  |iiil,,iiii:iiici>  nf  tlir  diilics  ami  the  icspunsibilities  of  an  admiral; 
duties  which  I  have  for  a  long  lime  iicilnrmrd,  and  icsiiunsiliilitics  which  1  have  for  as  long  a  time 
encountered,  I  have  thought  it  bust  for  Uie  iJepartiJient  and  moot  to  my  own  satisfaction,  to  ask  permission 
to  retire  from  my  present  command,  and  to  ask  for  other  service  less  inglorious,  of  less  responsibility,  less 
expensive,  and  subjecting  me  less  to  the  mortifications  and  vexations  which  appear  inseparable  from  the 
one  I  now  hold. 

An  early  reply  is  requested,  and  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  make  such  explanations  to  my  successor, 
whoever  he  may  be,  as  will  })revent  any  injury  to  the  service  from  the  step  1  have  taken.  I  beg  that  it 
may  not  be  considered  that  my  request  proceeds  from  any  disinclination  for  active  service;  to  the  contrary, 
I  desire  it,  when  I  better  understand  the  views  of  the  Department,  and  when  more  confidence  is  manifested 
in  mine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  POETER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Sacretarj  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  October  20,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th,  enclosing  a  scrap  from  a 
newspaper,  to  apprise  me  of  the  fact  that  Midshipmen  Eobert  Ritchie,  George  P.  Weaver,  and  William 
Green  are  stated  to  have  sailed  from  New  York  in  the  United  States  schooner  Beagle,  the  two  first  as 
lieutenants  and  the  last  as  sailingmaster,  and  remarking  that  you  presume  that  this  must  have  been  with- 
out my  knowledge,  as  you  know  of  no  authority  which  could  have  been  given  to  these  midshipmen  to  sail 
from  the  United  States  in  those  capacities.  Passed  Midshipman  Ritchie  has  been  doing  the  duty  of  lieu- 
tenant in  the  squadron  under  my  command,  from  the  commencement  of  the  expedition  against  the  pirates, 
and  Midshipman  Green  has  also  been  in  one  of  the  small  vessels  for  the  same  period.  Of  Midshipman  G. 
P.  Weaver  I  have  no  knowledge,  but  I  have  no  doubt  Captain  Finch  can  satisfactorily  explain  the  cause 
of  his  being  there;  he  was  placed  on  board  that  vessel  during-  my  absence. 

As  much  has  been  said  lately  against  the  practice  of  giving  acting  appointments  to  midshipmen  and 
others,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  never  in  any  instance  given  them,  except  under  the  most 
absolute  necessity,  and  never  in  violation  of  any  known  regulation. 

When  vacancies  have  occurred  in  the  squadron  under  my  command,  and  they  have  been  frequent 
from  the  reluctance  that  oflBccrs  have  to  exposing  themselves  in  a  sickly  climate,  I  have  directed  the 
passed  midshipmen  when  there  were  any,  and  when  none,  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  midshipmen, 
to  do  the  duty  required,  but  have  never  given  any  appointment;  thus  leaving  the  Department  free  to  grant 
or  reject  the  claim  for  duties  performed.  Thej'  no  doubt  consider  themselves  acting  lieutenants  and 
masters,  but  they  hold  no  appointment  from  me  as  such. 

I  cannot  prevent  tlie  editors  of  newspapers  from  giving  what  title  they  please  to  officers,  or  making 
what  statement  they  think  proper.  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  never  authorized  the  article  or  given  the 
midshipmen  iu  question  the  titles  as  printed.  From  the  frequency  with  which  I  have  been  addressed  by 
the  Department  on  the  subject  of  acting  appointments,  I  am  apprehensive  there  has  been  some  misunder- 
standing with  regard  to  me,  and  have  therefore  been  thus  explicit. 

For  further  explanation  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  August  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  October  21,  1824. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  has  created  surprise.  Looking  to  the  good  of  the  service,  every 
attention  has  been  shown  to  you  which  your  station  required,  and  which  could  be  dictated  by  a  just  esti- 
mation of  your  public  service. 

The  command  which  was  given  to  you  at  your  earnest  request,  on  the  1st  February,  1823,  was  a 
highly  important  one,  and  your  conduct  in  discharge  of  its  duties  satisfactory  to  the  President. 
The  interval  since  you  left  that  station  has  been  interesting,  and  it  is  understood  piracy  has  revived, 
and  is  making  extensive  ravages  on  our  commerce.  Communications  have  been  made  to  you  to 
apprise  you  fully  of  this  fact.  The  presence  there  of  an  officer  of  rank  and  experience  is  of  course  neces- 
sary. The  size  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  sails  is  a  matter  of  small  moment,  and  must  depend  upon  circum- 
stances. Yon  are  aware  of  the  intention  to  send  the  Constellation  to  that  station  as  soon  as  she  can 
conveniently  be  prepared. 

Your  return  to  this  place  without  permission,  or  apprising  the  Department  of  a  necessity  for  it,  was 
unexpected;  but  no  complaint  has  heretofore  been  made  of  your  remaining-  here,  because  we  believed  that 
your  health  was  not  perfectly  good,  and  your  shoulder  lame  and  painful.  But  this  obstacle  has  been 
removed,  and  had  you  earlier  apprised  the  Departnu-nt  that  you  considered  this  place  within  the  limits  of 
your  station,  that  the  connnand  had  ceased  to  be  pheasant  to  you,  and  that  you  were  apprehensive  of  the 
climate,  you  would  have  been  relie\'ed  and  a  successor  appointed. 

But  having  failed  to  give  this  information,  and  the  presence  of  a  commander  on  the  station  being 
now  indispensable,  you  will  proceed  to  it.  When  it  is  convenient  to  the  Department,  your  wish  to  be 
relieved  shall  be  gratified.  Upon  a  reperusal  of  your  orders,  you  will  find  that  no  intimation  is  given 
that  Thompson's  Island  alone  is  to  be  considered  as  the  station,  and  that  you  are  to  remain  stationary 
there,  nor  that  you  are  to  lead  in  person  every  expedition  fitted  out  from  it. 
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I  purposely  abstain  from  comment  upon  certain  matters  in  your  letter.     You  will  hereafter  hear  from 
the  Department  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  (Signed)  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Commodore  David  Porter.     Present. 


Washingtox,  October  21,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  communications  from  Lieut.  Commandant  Mcintosh, 
accompanied  by  the  latest  sick  reports  from  Thompson's  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  (Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Allenton,  TJionipson^s  Island,  August  2,  1824. 
Sir:  I  addressed  you  on  the  29th  ultimo,  per  the  Spanish  schooner  Maria,  via  Havana.  By  the 
schooner  Terrier,  which  goes  over  to  Havana  tliis  evening  for  medical  stores,  I  again  have  the  pleasure 
of  addressing  you,  and  enclosing  the  sick  report  of  to-day,  by  which  you  will  perceive  there  has  been  no 
change  in  our  situation  for  the  better.  I  still  continue  to  be  indisposed,  but  am  in  hopes  in  a  few  days 
to  be  perfectly  recovered.  Acting  Lieut.  Pinckney  has  been  so  much  indisposed  that  the  doctor  has 
granted  him  a  sick  ticket,  and  advises  his  immediate  return  to  a  more  northern  climate  for  the  restoration 
of  his  health ;  he  will  consequently  leave  here  by  the  first  opportunity. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JAS.  M.  McINTOSH,  Lieut.  Commandant. 

Commodore  David  Porter,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies,  dbc,  &c. 


Allenton,  Tlwmpson^s  Island,  September  26,  1824. 
Sir:  I  enclosed  you  yesterday,  by  the  Fox,  Doctor  Ticknor's  sick  report.  She  sailed  early  this 
morning  for  Washington.  The  Ferret  went  to  sea  yesterday  evening  with  orders  to  cruise  between 
Havana  and  Matanzas.  The  sailing  of  the  sloop  Ocean  early  to-morrow  morning  for  Norfolk  affords  me 
the  opportunity  of  enclosing  you  this  day's  sick  report.  You  will  no  doubt  notice  with  much  pleasure 
how  much  it  is  lessened,  and  it  is  with  much  gratification  I  am  enabled  to  inform  you  that  but  two  more 
cases  at  present  remain  that  are  considered  dangerous.  This  happy  change  in  our  situation  must  be 
attributed  to  the  change  of  weather  which  we  have  experienced  for  a  few  days  past,  and  if  it  continues 
as  favorable  for  a  short  time  I  am  in  hopes  the  dreadful  disease  will  be  entirely  removed.  We  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  Wild  Cat,  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  she  is  lost. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  McINTOSH,  Lieut.  Commanding. 
To  Commodore  David  Porter. 


Report  of  the  sick  at  Thompson's  Island,  SepAemher  26,  1824. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

Clerk  

Bilious  remittent 

Affection  of  bowels  . . 
Intermittent  fever  .  .  . 
Bilious  remittent .... 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

But  little  change. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

A  little  better  than  yesterday. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Apparently  a  little  better. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Had  a  paroxysm  of  fever  this  morning. 

Total                                                 .... 

Francis  Joseph. . . 

Wm.  Pay  ton 

James  Murray  . .  . 

Nath'lSoley 

Miles  Austin 

Hezekiah  Smith.. 

Wm.  Hoglan 

Evan  Gamester  . . 
Levi  Caywood  . . . 
James  Gallagher. 
Thomas  Leach  .  .  . 

Adam  L.vd 

J,,hn  Mdinietl.... 

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaniai 

Corp'I  marines  . . 
Seaman 

Bilious  I'cmittent 

Typhoid  fever 

Bilious  remittent 

do 

do 

do 
Intermittent  fever. .  . 
Bilious  remittent .... 

do 
Gravel,  piles,  &c. .  . . 
Bilious  remittent .... 

do 
Intermittent  fever  .  .  . 

do 

Bilious  remittent 

Intermittent  fever  .  . . 
Bilious  remittent .... 

Serg't  of  m.arines 

Carpenter 

Boy 

Carpenter 

do          

do         

Jacob  Taylor  . .  .  . 
Joseph  Ilammett . 

Ruel  Wilber 

John  Jones  

Henry  Eothwell .  . 

Benj.  Low 

Obed  Orr 

DIED. 

Jacob  Haines. . . . 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Carpenter 

Blacksmith 

Ordinary  seaman. 

do              

Gardener 

Carpenter 

'>9, 

Eespectfully,  (Signed) 

To  James  McIntosh,   Esq.,  commanding  Thompson's  Island. 


B.  TICKNOR,  Surgeon. 
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Allenton,  Thompson's  Islavd,  September  29,  1824. 
Sir:  The  sloop  Ocean  has  been  detained  in  consequence  of  bad  weather,  but  she  is  now  weighing, 
and  I  take  advantage  of  her  sailing  to  forward  for  your  information  the  sick  report  of  yesterday.  The 
weather  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours  was  very  unfavorable,  in  consequence  of  which  the  doctor  appre- 
hends an  increase  to  his  list.  We  have  not  a  single  carpenter  fit  for  duty,  and  I  am  fearful  we  will  not 
for  some  time,  for  as  soon  as  they  convalesce  from  yellow  fever  they  are  attacked  with  fevers  and  agues, 
and  it  appears  utterly  impossible  for  a  man  to  recruit  his  health  on  this  island,  after  having  been  seriously 
sick. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JAS.  M.  McINTOSH,  Lieut.  Commanding. 

To  Commodore  David  Porter. 


Bqwrt  of  the  sick  at  Tliom2)so'n' s  Island,  Sei)femher  28,  1824. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

F  A    Brown 

Clerk    

Bilious  remittent .... 
Debility 

Convalescent. 
Convalescent. 
Has  relapsed  in  consequence  of  excess 

eating. 
Convalescent. 
Convalescent. 

Not  quite  as  well  as  yesterday. 
Convalescent. 
Convalescent. 

Had  a  paroxysm  this  morning. 
Convalescent. 
Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Worse  than  yesterday. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Convalescent. 

Francis  Joseph  .  . 
James  Murray  .  .  . 
Nathaniel  Soley.  . 

Miles  Austin 

Hezekiah  Smith .  . 

Wm.Hoglen 

Evan  Gamester  .  . 
Levi  Caywood  . . . 

Obed  Orr 

Adam  Loyd 

John  Monnett 

Boy 

Marine 

Seaman    

Corp'l  marines. . 

Seaman    

Marine 

Sergeant  marines 
Carpenter 

do          '..'.'.'.'. 
do          

Bilious  remittent 

in 

Bilious  remittent. . . . 

Typh.  fever 

Bilious  remittent 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Gravel,  piles,  &c.  . . . 
Intermittent  fever.  .  . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

John  Jones 

Henry  Rothwell .  . 
Benjamin  Low  . .  . 

Lewis  Shore 

Ruel  Wilber 

Ordinary  seaman 
do 

Gardener 

Ordinary  seaman 
Blacksmith 

ADMITTED. 

Wm.  Stout  ...... 

Corp'l  marines. . 

Seaman 

Blacksmith    

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

do     

Bilious  remittant 

Of  the  foot. 

Daniel  Cleiss  — . 

Koin  Barrett 

Henry  White  .... 

Litermittent  fever.  .  . 
do 

' 

DISCHARGED. 

DIED. 

Joseph  Hammett  . 
Total— 24. 

Respectfully, 
To  James  McIntosh,  Esq.,  commandincj  Thomjiison's  Island. 


B.  TICKNOR,  Surgeon. 


Washington,    October  22,  1824. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  instrnctions  for  the  officer  who  may  have  the  Constellation  in  charge 
to  take  to  the  West  Indies. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed) 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  SotjTHARD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


D.  PORTER. 


The  general  instructions  referred  to  in  the  enclosed  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  Constellation 
will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  a  copy  can  be  made. 
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Washington,  October  22,  1824. 

Sir:  When  the  United  States  frij^ate  Constellation  shall  be  in  every  respect  ready  for  sea,  you  will 
proceed  to  touch  at  St.  Barthdldniow's  and  St.  Thomas  for  further  orders.  Should  you  receive  none  at 
either  of  those  places,  you  will  inocced  down  the  south  sides  of  Porto  Rico,  St.  Domingo,  and  Cuba, 
around  Cape  Antonio  to  ThdiiiiiMin's  Ishmd. 

The  accompanying  general  instructions  will  guide  you  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  any  case 
which  may  occur  during  your  voyage,  wherein  they  can  be  applied.  On  j'our  arrival  oil'  the  reef  at 
Thompson's  Island,  you  will  fire  a  gun,  and  make  a  signal  for  a  pilot.  I  have  great  cunliilfnce  in  the 
knowledge  and  judgment  of  Mr.  Boughan,  as  regards  tlie  pilotage  of  the  ship  into  the  liailior;  but,  as 
she  is  of  a  class  larger  than  any  that  have  yet  been  there,  and  of  greater  draft  of  water,  I  shall  wish 
some  person  on  board  to  point  out  the  buoys  which  I  intend  to  have  placed — one  on  the  point  of  the 
shoal  extending  from  the  Dry  Rocks,  on  the  lee  side  of  the  entrance,  through  the  reef;  one  on  the  wind- 
ward side,  near  the  shoal  to  leeward  of  Loo  Keys;  one  on  the  shoal  off  Whitehead's  Point;  and  one  on 
the  extremity  of  the  shoal  which  forms  the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor 

Should  any  circumstances  occur  to  prevent  my  arrival  at  Thompson's  Island  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Constellation,  you  will  exercise  your  sound  discretion  in  taking  the  shij)  over  the  reef,  trusting  nothing 
to  accident  or  chance  when  prudence  or  forethought  can  guard  against  evil.  Under  any  circumstances, 
you  will  send  in  one  of  your  boats  ahead  of  the  ship,  and  cause  the  soundings  to  be  indicated  by  signal. 
Should  you  not  receive  further  instructions,  you  will  anchor  about  half  way  between  Whitehead's  Point 
and  the  town,  or  so  as  to  be  well  under  shelter  of  the  Point,  in  about  six  fathoms  water.  Mr.  Boughan 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  marks  for  running  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

The  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Constellation. 


Washington,  October  22,  1824. 

Sib:  I  have  received  j'our  letter  of  yesterday,  and  shall  proceed  to  S3a,  in  the  John  Adams,  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  The  ship  will  be  at  New  Castle  by  the  time  I  reach  there.  I  enclose  orders  for  the 
officer  who  luay  take  out  the  dmstellation. 

There  arc  twn  poiiits  in  ymu-  letter  which,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  am  bound  to  notice.  First,  the 
charge'of  returning  to  this  place  witlmut  permission,  or  apprising  the  Department;  and,  secondly,  con- 
sidering this  place  within  the  limits  cf  my  command.  To  the  first,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  when  the 
malady  of  1823,  which  causeil  the  destruction  of  so  many  valuable  lives,  had  gotten  to  such  a  height 
as  to  render  flight  from  a  tropical  climate  necessary,  I  ordered  the  squadron  to  repair  to  Norfolk,  and 
this  measure  met  the  approbation  of  the  government  and  of  the  country  at  large.  Conduct  that  was 
approved  of  in  the  one  instance,  I  naturally  comluilcil  would  be  approved  of  under  similar  circumstances 
again;  and,  on  the  appearance  of  the  yellow  lever  tliis  year,  I  gave  similar  orders,  with  the  hope  that, 
by  so  doing,  I  should  meet  your  views,  and  should  not  have  dared  to  encounter  the  responsibility  of  not 
ordering  the  squadron  home. 

It  is  true  that,  some  time  after  I  reached  the  United  States,  in  the  fall  of  1822,  I  did  receive  your 
written  permission  of  August  10th  to  return  home,  and  your  discretionary  instructions  of  September 
30th,  but  I  had  stronger  reasons  than  permission  or  the  exercise  of  my  own  judgment.  I  had  what  I 
considered  positive  orders  on  the  subject  from  the  honorable  Smith  Thompson,  who,  in  his  instructions  of 
February  1st,  1823,  states  as  follows:  "  You  will  be  particularly  watchful  to  preserve  the  health  of  the 
officers  and  crews  under  your  command,  and  to  guard  in  every  possible  manner  against  the  unhealthiness 
of  the  climate;  not  permitting  any  intercourse  with  the  shore  where  the  yellow  fever  prevails,  except  in 
cases  of  absolute  necessity." 

You  will  perceive  I  am  ordered  to  guard  in  every  possible  manner  against  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
climate;  not  permitting  any  intercourse  with  the  shore  where  the  j'ellow  fever  prevails.  The  yellow 
fever  prevailed  at  Matanzas  and  Havana,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  believe  that  Thompson's  Island  would 
not  be  exempt  from  it.  Many  began  to  sink  under  the  debilitating  eifects  of  the  climate,  myself  among 
the  number;  and  I  conceived  I  was  acting  in  fui'therance  of  the  views  of  the  Department  in  coming 
home  myself,  and  ordering  the  squadron  home  before  disease  got  to  any  head  in  it.  By  my  so  doing, 
many  lives  have  not  been  lost;  but  had  you  even  before  intimated  to  me  that  my  doing  so  had  not  met 
the  approbation  of  the  government,  an  idea  that  never  occurred  to  me,  never  doubting  that  I  was  acting 
in  full  accordance  with  its  views,  I  should  have  instantly  left  Washington  on  my  retm'u  at  all  hazards; 
but  this  information  has  been  withheld  from  me  until  the  present  moment,  which  makes  me  the  more  sensi- 
tive to  the  charge.  I  trust,  however,  this  explanation  will  convince  you  I  have  had  no  disposition 
to  run  counter  to  any  wish  of  tlie  Department  or  to  any  rule  of  service. 

To  the  .second  charge,  I  have  only  to  remark  that  I  know  of  no  expression  or  conduct  of  mine  that 
could  lead  to  the  belief  iliat  1  entertained  the  idea  that  this  place  was  within  the  limits  of  my  station, 
and,  much  less,  have  1  ajipiised  llic  Department  that  I  so  considered  it. 

My  presence  here  Itloconceive  is  occasionally  necessary,  that  I  may  thereby  become  fully  acquainted 
with  the  views  of  the  government  in  c\-erytliiiig  relating  to  my  command;  and  it  is  also  necessary  that 
the  ves.sels  under  my  coimnand  sliouM  \isit  some  of  our  northern  establishments,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  neccssai-y  ii'pairs,  and  the  time  most  jiroper  fur  them  to  do  so  is  during  the  hurricane 
months  and  sickly  season,  wlicn  onr  cunnnene  least  rciinirc.s  protection,  as  the  crops  are  not  ready  for 
delivery,  and  when  il  can  be  done  w  iih  least  injury  to  the  service,  and  most  benefit  to  the  officers  and 
crews.  Froni  the  month  of  July  to  the  month  of  November,  I  consider  it  unsafe  for  them  to  remain 
within  the  tropics;  those  who  have  remained  longer  or  have  gone  earlier  there,  have  suffered  more  or 
less  from  climate,  and  it  is  feared  that  one  has  been  lost.  The  French  ships  in  the  West  Indies  have  for 
many  years  been  in  the  practice  of  coming  to  the  north  during  these  months,  and  the  British  ships  either 
go  to  England  about  this  time,  or  to  Bermuda  or  Halifax.  All  experience  teaches  me  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  having  adopted  it,  it  became  necessary  that  I  slKnild  be  with  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron;  wherever  they  are,  there  my  duties  lay,  and  when  they  are  in  tlie  United  States, 
there  is  no  place  so  convenient  for  me  to  attend  to  their  wants  as  at  ^Vashinglon,  and  it  is  very  certain, 
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as  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  allow,  that  they  have  not  been  neglected,  nor  has  my  time  been 
misspent  whenever  my  health  has  allowed  me  to  attend  to  the  duties  assigned  to  me.  My  station,  as  I 
luivc^  befVire  stated,  is  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  includes,  according  to  my 
orders,  the  AVest  Indies,  and  the  veRS(>ls  surveying  '>ti  the  coast  of  p'lorida. 

1  must  now,  sir,  beg  leave  tn  ask  of  you  iust  ruetinns  tti  guiilr  uio  in  future  as  regards  the  disposition 
of  the  S(|ua(lr(in  during  the  siekly  nimiliis:  whether  they  are  t'l  I'einain  on  the  station  or  return  to  the 
United  States;  whether  I  am  t(j  be  willi  the  squadron  or  ruuiaiu  within  the  tropics;  and  if  they  are  to 
return,  the  precise  time  of  their  return. 

If  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Department  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron  shall  remain 
within  the  limits  of  the  station  during  the  sickly  season,  I  hope  it  may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  have  me  relieved  from  my  command  by  the  middle  of  Juno  next,   as  no  consideration  connected 
with  my  present  duties  would  induce  me  willingly  to  remain  after  that  period. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

lion.  Sasiuel  L.  Southard,  Secretarxj  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


New  Castle,  October  26,  1824. 
Sik:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  October,  I  omitted  to  say  that  I  did  notify  the  Department  of  my 
intention  of  removing  the  squadron  to  the  north,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  28th  May,  the  original  of  which  was  sent  to  you  from  Matanzas,  and,  intending  to  remove  the  squad- 
ron, it  was  very  natural  to  infer  that  I  intended  removing  with  it.  For  the  cause  of  the  necessity  of 
removing  it,  I  am  not  answerable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ■  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Thompson's  Island,  January  1,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  this  day's  sick  report.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  sick  on 
the  island  have  more  than  doubled  since  my  arrival,  and  that  several  deaths  have  occurred.  Doctors 
Ticknor  and  Weems  are  so  low,  that  I  have  permitted  them  to  leave  the  island.  I  have  no  hopes  that 
Lieutenant  Stallings  will  recover.  Prom  the  feeble  condition  of  every  person  on  the  island,  who  has 
remained  during  the  last  sickly  season,  there  is  scarcely  a  possibility  that  they  could  survive  another. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  sick  at  Thompison's  Island,  January  1,  1825. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

G.  Weems 

Surgeon's  mate  . 

Lieutenant 

Surgeon 

Ordinary  seaman 

do 

do 
Master-at-arms .  . 
Corp'l  of  marines 
Seaman 

do 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 
MaThie 

Intermittent 

Bilious  remittent 

Intermittent 

Severe  paroxysm  yesterday. 

Paroxysms  continue  to  return. 

P   Friery     

J  Calhoun 

Intermittent 

Paroxysms  continue  to  return. 

Rheumatism 

Fever 

Intermittent 

do             

do             

Fistula  in  ano 

Intermittent 

do              

Bilious  remittent 

do                      .... 

Intermittent 

Bilious  remittent 

Intermittent 

do              

d. 

do             

do              

Remittent  fever 

Improving. 

Relapse. 

Better. 

Paroxysm  yesterday. 

Paroxysm  this  morning. 

Requires  an  operation. 

Better. 

Charles  Holtz 

J.  Gardif 

J.  Harris 

J.  Rice 

Wm.  Ross 

Much  o-astric  disorder. 

J.  MeCawley 

J.  II.  Little 

J.  K.  Valette 

Levi  Cay  wood 

M   Manamy 

Lieut,  marines  .  . 

Acting  S.  M 

Acting  Lieut. . . . 
Carpenter 

Belter — iVci'  from  fever  yesterday. 
Had  a  sbuht  paroxysm  last  evening. 

Th.'  sauir'as  yesterday. 
Cui.valrseent. 

Gray 

Not  so  well  to-day. 

John  Dunlap 

Ordinary  seaman 
Master-at-arms  . . 

Serg't  marines.. 
Corp'l  marines  .  . 

Better  this  morning. 

S  Bills        

Better  this  morning. 

Better  this  morning. 

Rice 

discharged. 
Gedley     . 

Something  better  this  morning. 

Total— 24. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed) 


S.  RAPALJE,  S.  Mate. 


To  Commodore  David  Porter,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  li-c. 
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U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  January  17,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  last  evening  in  the  Sea  Gull,  from  Thompson's 
Island,  examining",  in  my  way,  the  keys  to  windward  of  Siguappa  Bay,  &c.,  but  without  success.  I  shall 
sail  again  this  afternoon  with  the  two  barges  Gallinipper  and  Diablito,  with  the  intention  of  scouring  the 
north  coast  of  Cuba,  as  far  to  leeward  as  Cape  Antonio,  and  shall  endeavor  to  be  back  to  Thompson's 
Island  in  time  to  meet  the  ofBcer  who,  I  understand,  has  been  ordered  out  to  relieve  me. 

I  sent  you  the  particulars  of  the  murder  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Betsey,  of  Wiscasset,  as  given  by 
the  mate.     One  other  of  the  crew  who  escaped,  and  now  on  board  this  vessel,  corroborates  the  statement. 

Lieutenant  Bell,  in  the  Beagle,  accompanied  by  a  barge,  is  now  to  windward  in  pursuit  of  the  pirates; 
the  mate  of  the  Betsey  is  with  him;  can  point  out  the  establishment  and  identify  the  men;  I  have  strong 
hopes  of  bringing  them  to  punishment;  I  have  the  other  man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  should  we  fall  in 
with  them  to  leeward,  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  known  to  him;  I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  them  both  in  the 
Bquadron  so  long  as  there  is  a  hope  of  the  detection  of  the  murderers. 

The  force  under  my  command  is  so  reduced  and  scattered,  that  I  find  it  difiScult  to  afford  as  much 
protection  as  I  could  wish  to  our  commerce,  but  I  shall  endeavor  to  employ  it  to  the  best  advantage. 
To  fit  out  the  expedition,  I  have  been  compelled  to  lay  up  the  John  Adams. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  .  •  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Saioiel  L.  SocTHARn,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


On  the  7 til  instant,  Daniel  Collins  came  on  board  this  vessel,  in  the  harbor  of  Matanzas,  and  stated 
as  follows: 

That  he  sailed  from  Wiscasset  as  second  mate  of  the  American  brig  Betsey,  Captain  Ellis  Hilton, 
bound  to  Matanzas,  on  or  about  the  25th  of  November.  That  the  brig  was  cast  away  on  one  of  the  Double 
Headed  Shot  Keys,  about  the  21st  of  December,  when  the  officers  and  crew,  seven  in  number,  took  the  long 
boat  and  steered  for  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  the  next  day  made  one  of  the  keys  about  twenty  leagues  to 
■windward,  at  which  place  they  found  two  fishing  huts  and  five  men,  with  whom  the  captain  made  an 
agreement  to  be  brought  with  himself  and  crew  to  Matanzas.  The  night  previous  to  tlicir  intcndi'd  depar- 
ture, which  was  two  days  after  their  landing,  one  of  the  fishermen  was  absent  durini;-  tiie  wlidle  night; 
when  they  were  on  the  point  of  shoving  off,  they  were  boarded  and  taken  possession  of  by  a  boat  having 
ten  men  on  board,  armed  with  muskets,  blunderbusses  and  cutlasses,  which  the  fishermen  told  them,  when 
first  seen,  was  the  King's  launch,  who  soon  after  tied  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Betsey,  put  them  into 
the  perogues  of  the  fishermen,  and  taking  them  into  a  little  lagoon  about  half  a  mile  from  the  huta,  where 
they  left  their  boat,  taking  with  them  no  other  arms  than  cutlasses.  They  then  deliberately  commenced  indis- 
criminate murder,  by  cutting  off  the  head  of  Captain  Hilton,  which  seemed  to  be  the  signal  for  dispatch- 
ing the  others;  the  informant  was  knocked  overboard  by  a  blow,  and  finding  that  he  had  broken  the  cord 
■with  which  he  was  tied,  ran  through  the  water  (about  knee  deep,)  and  swamps,  followed  by  two  of  the 
murderers,  but  fortunately  effected  his  escape  after  witnessing  the  murder  of  all  his  comrades  with  the 
exception  of  one,  who  had  also  broken  his  cord  and  was  trying  to  escape,  but  presumes  that  he  was  over- 
taken, being  very  closely  pursued  by  two  or  three.  The  informant  on  the  sixth  day  got  to  an  estate 
called  Santa  Clara,  on  the  Rio  Palma,  -where  he  received  some  nourishment  and  rest,  and  continued  his 
route  to  Matanzas,  where  he  arrived  last  evening,  presented  himself  to  Capt.  Holmes  of  the  American  ship 
Shamrock,  belonging  to  the  same  owner,  (Mr.  A.  Wood,  of  Wiscasset.)  Captain  H.  immediately  recog- 
nized him,  and  says  "that  he  is  a  sober,  honest  and  upright  man. 

(Signed)  J.  McKEEVER. 

U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gull,  Matanzas,  January  7,  1825. 


U.  S.  Steam  Galliot  Sea  Gdll,  Havana,  January  24,  1825. 
Sir:  By  the. public  prints  containing  your  communication  to  the  President,  and  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, respecting  the  Foxardo  affair,  I  perceive  that  orders  have  been  issued  for  my  return  to  the  United 
States  without  unnecessary  delay.     I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  in  this  vessel  with  all  dispatch  to  Thomp- 
son's Island,  where  I  hope  to  meet  on  my  arrival  the  orders  alluded  to. 

I  have  sent  the  two  barges  down  inside  the  Colorados  reef  on  a  cruise  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Washington,  March  6,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  number  of  original  letters  and  depositions  respecting 
transactions  at  Foxardo,  and  the  piratical  character  of  the  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Note. — This  letter  refers  to  certain  papers  which  were  sent  on  the  6th  May  by  Commodore  Porter  to 
the  Department,  and  on  the  following  day  sent  by  the  Department  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  by  the 
court  rejected  as  incompetent  evidence,  and  returned.    A  part  of  them  will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of 
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the  court  of  inquiry,  and  the  rest  in  page  74  of  Commodore  Porter's  pamphlet,  which  is  contained  in  the 
printed  volume  of  his  trial.  The  names  of  the  writers  of  some  of  those  in  the  pamphlet  are  omitted.  The 
reason  for  the  omission  was  probably  that  they  were  of  a  confidential  nature,  and  the  same  reason  now 
operates  to  prevent  their  being  sent  to  Congress. 


Washingtox,  March  16,  1825. 

Sir:  It  is  now  sixteen  days  since  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders  of  27th  December,  and  1  have  anxiously,  since,  awaited  your  further  instructions. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  interruptions  tlie  recent  changes  in  government,  and  other  circumstances, 
have  occasioned  to  the  transaction  of  public  business;  and  however  irksome  and  uncertain  may  be  my 
present  situation,  and  whatever  anxiety  I  may  feel  on  the  occasion,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  press  on  tht? 
Department  my  own  affairs,  in  preference  to  those  of  more  importance.  I  cannot,  however,  help  request- 
ing that  there  may  be  as  little  delay  in  the  investigation  of  my  conduct,  both  as  regards  the  affair  of 
Foxardo  and  the  rtatements  of  Mr.  Randall  and  Mountain,  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  interests. 

The  state  of  ignorance  and  uncertainty  in  which  I  have  been  kept,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  desire  of  vindicating  myself  to  the  government  and  the  public,  and  relieving  myself 
from  a  species  of  suspension  and  supposed  condemnation,  must  be  my  appology  for  now  troubling  you. 

Officers  continue  to  make  to  nie  their  reports,  and  request  of  me  orders;  not  knowing  whether  the 
Department  still  consider  me  in  command  of  the  West  India  squadron,  I  have  been  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 
Will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  on  the  subject? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  March  19,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  to  ask  of  you  that  Mr.  Thomas  Randall  may  be  notified  of  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  grant  my  request,  that  a  court  of  inquiry  be  instituted  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  his  statement, 
affecting  myself  and  others,  that  he  may  be  prepared,  on  the  meeting  of  the  court,  to  substantiate  his 
charges  against  us,  and  to  establish  the  truth  of  his  reports  to  the  State  Department  on  the  subject  of 
piracies,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


Washingtox,  March  22,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  which  informs  me  that 
you  are  requested  by  Commodore  Porter  to  apprise  me  that  a  court  of  inquiry  will  be  held  in  a  few  days, 
one  object  of  which  will  be  to  invesugate  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the  carrj'ing  of  specie  and  neglect 
of  his  duties  in  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

Doubtless  Commodore  Porter,  in  requesting,  and  you,  sir,  in  making  this  formal  annunciation  to  me, 
of  a  fact  which  had  already  been  published  to  the  world,  considered  the  notice  of  some  special  import  to 
me,  and  designed  that  it  should  produce  a  correspondent  effect  upon  my  conduct;  but  as  your  letter  does 
not  state  the  relation  in  which  I  am  considered  as  standing,  either  to  Commodore  Porter  or  the  court,  nor 
prescribe  any  course  to  be  pursued  by  me,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  the  object  it  was  designed  to  produce. 
I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  state  how  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the  fact 
you  announce,  and  the  effect  your  letter  was  designed  to  produce  upon  my  conduct,  in  reference  to  the 
approaching  investigation. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  RANDALL. 

Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  March  24,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Randall,  requesting  to  be  informed  how  he  is  particularly  interested  in  the  court  to  be  held  on 
my  account,  in  relation  to  charges  exhibited  by  him  against  me  and  others,  and  the  effect  the  information 
communicated  to  him  was  designed  to  have  on  his  conduct.  A  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  19th  will  place 
him  in  possession  of  the  information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  PORTER. 

Honorable  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  March  25,  1825. 
Sir:   Having  an  engagement  at  Norfolk  of  a  private  nature,  requiring  my  attention  there  on  the  29th 
of  this  month,  and  which  will  keep  me  away  until  the  steamboat  returns,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  of  you 
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whether  the  meeting  of  the  court,  or  any  other  circumstance,  will  require  my  presence  here  until  the 
or  3d  of  April? 

As  the  steamboat  will  leave  here  on  Sunday,  an  early  answer  is  solicited. 
With  a,-rcat  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  South AKD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  May  10,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th,  informing  me  of  the  recep- 
tion of  mine,  dated  March  6th,  &c.,  which  should  have  been  dated  May  6th,  the  day  on  which  it  was 
written;  the  mistake  originated  with  the  clerk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  rORTER. 

Honorable  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  3Iay  30,  1825. 
Sir:  Late  on  Saturday  night  (the  28th)  I  received  from  your  messenger  your  communication  of  that 
date,  informing  me  that  the  court  of  inquiry  had  closed  its  examination  iuto  the  matters  submitted  to  it, 
and  made  report  to  the  Department;  also  apprising  me  of  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  with  regard  to 
me.  Ignorant  as  I  am  of  the  report  of  the  court,  I  can  form  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  charges  intended 
to  be  preferred  against  ine,  the  motives  of  the  Executive,  or  the  object  of  the  notification ;  I  have  the 
honor,  therefore,  to  ask  of  you  the  necessary  information  to  enable  me  to  prepare  for  my  defence. 
With  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  305.  [1st 


ON  THE  CLAIM  OF  ERASTUS  LOO  MIS  FOR  A  NAVAL  PENSION. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  23,  1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Erastus  Loomis, 
respectfully  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  {he  subjects  referred  to  them,  and  find  that  the  petitioner  was  a  volunteer 
on  board  one  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  at  the  battle  of  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  year 
1814;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  said  action,  though  he  shortly  after  recovered  from  the  said  wound,  and 
his  gallantry  in  the  said  action  is  highly  spoken  of  by  his  superior  oificers.  He  alleges,  in  his  petition, 
that  by  a  disease  consequent  upon  the  said  wound  and  produced  by  it,  he  is  disabled,  and  prays  that  a 
pension  may  be  granted  to  him.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  a  carefnl  examination  of  the  papers, 
that  it  is  not  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  disorder  of  which  the  petitioner  complains  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  said  wound,  and  they  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,   That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


19th  Congress.]  No.   306.  [1st Session. 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PAY  AND  EMOLUMENTS  OF  THE  PAYMASTER  AND' QUARTER- 
MASTER OF  THE  MARINE  CORPS  IN  1824-'25. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  25,  1826. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  14th  ultimo,  requesting  statements  of  the  amount 
of  compensation  allowed  to  the  paymaster  and  quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  two  years  pro- 
ceeding the  1st  of  January,  1826,  and  of  other  particulars  relating  to  the  same  corps,  I  communicate  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  documents  containing  the  information  desired  by  the  reso- 
lution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Washington,  March  24,  1826. 
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Navy  Department,  3Ian-h  23,  1826. 
T/ie  President  of  the  United  States; 

The  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  to  wlioni  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  14th  ultimo,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  "  statement  showing  the  full  amount  of  compensation  which  has  been  allowed  to  the  paymaster 
and  quartermaster  of  tiie  marine  corps  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  1st  of  January,  1826;"  also,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Henderson,  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  with  a 
statement  of  "  the  iiumlier  and  rank  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps  who  have  been  allowed  pay  and 
emoluments  according  to  tiieir  brevet  rank  during  the  two  last  years,  ending  on  the  1st  of  January,  1826, 
designating  the  stat  (ins  at  which  each  was  employed,  and  the  number  of  marines  at  each  station." 

All  which  have  boon  prepared  in  compliance  with  the  aforesaid  resolution,  and  are  respectfully 
submitted. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  March  17,  182G. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  pay  and  emoluments  received 
by  the  paymaster  and  quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  1st  January, 
1826,  and  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  the  principles  which  have  governed  this  office  iu 
the  allowances  made  to  them. 

The  act  for  establishing  and  organizing  the  marine  corps  rendered  them  subject,  while  doing  duty 
on  shore,  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  army.  This  act  has  been  uniformly  con- 
strued to  entitle  them  to  the  benefits  of  all  laws  regulating  the  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  same  rank 
and  capacity  in  the  army.  Thus  the  law  of  1816,  "for  organizing  the  general  stafl'  and  making  further 
provision  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,"  which,  in  its  12th  section,  provides  "that  one  additional 
ration  be  allowed  to  all  subaltern  officers  of  the  army,  was  construed,  by  my  predecessor,  (and  his  con- 
struction was  confirmed  by  the  Comptroller  and  the  higher  officers  of  government  having  cognizance  of 
it,)  to  extend  to  subalterns  of  the  marine  corps;  and  one  additional  ration  was  accordingly  allowed,  and 
has  continued  ever  since  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  subalterns  of  the  marine  corps.  But  though  the 
act  of  1816  was  thus  construed  as  applicable  to  the  marine  corps  by  iny  predecessor,  and  under  that 
construction  he  did  actually  allow  and  pay  one  additional  ration  to  necond  lieutenants  of  that  corps,  he 
withheld  it  from  the  first  lieutenants,  though  the  latter  were  equally  entitled,  as  subalterns,  to  receive  it. 
The  claim  of  the  first  lieutenants,  being  thus  supported  by  a  construction  of  the  law,  which  had  been 
acquiesced  in  and  sanctioned  by  the  proper  law  officer  of  the  Treasury,  was  considered  by  me  as  just 
and  equitable,  and  was  accordingly  allowed.  The  subsequent  appropriation  by  Congress,  after  explana- 
tions had  been  given  upon  the  call  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Moans,  of  an  amount  sufficient  to 
cover  this  allowance,  was  regarded  as  still  further  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  the  construction  which 
applied  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  1816  to  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps.  It  was  by  virtue  of  this  appli- 
cation of  laws  regulating  the  army,  to  officers  performing  similar  duties  in  the  marine  corps,  that  the 
present  paymaster  of  the  corps  was  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  give  bonds  to  the  United 
States  in  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  Former  paymasters  had  not  been 
required  to  give  bonds,  or  being  required  had  failed  to  do  so,  there  being  no  authority  of  law  to  enforce 
compliance;  and  the  loss  to  the  United  States,  in  consequence,  has  been  considerable  and  irremediable. 
The  duties  of  the  paymaster  of  marines  are  precisely  of  the  same  nature  with  those  of  the  district  pay- 
masters of  the  army;  but  they  are  of  much  greater  extent,  consequently  more  laborious,  and  are  attended 
with  a  much  higher  degree  of  responsibility.  The  law  being  applied  to  him,  then,  so  far  as  to  require  of 
him  approved  securities  for  the  correct  performance  of  his  trust,  it  seemed  to  follow,  as  a  necessary'  con- 
sequence, that  it  shcmld  be  applied  to  him  in  its  benefits;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  at  this  office,  the  same  allowances  have  been  made  to  him  as  are  made  to  district  paymasters  in 
the  army.  The  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriations  for  the  marine  corps  have  been  founded,  have 
embraced  these  allowances.  The  allowance  to  him  of  quarters  has  been  founded  upon  the  specified  regu- 
lations of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  regard  to  staff  officers  of  the  marine  corps. 

The  pay,  rations,  servants,  and  fuel,  allowed  to  the  quartermaster  of  the  corps,  are  in  conformity 
with  the  allowances,  by  law,  to  officers  of  his  rank  in  the  line.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  quarter- 
master of  the  corp^,  he  has  acted  as  commissary  of  provisions  and  superintendent  of  the  armory;  for 
which  extra  services  specific  allowances  have  been  made  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richard  Snuth  is  the  only  officer  of  the  marine  corps  who  has  received 
pay  and  emoluments  according  to  his  brevet  rank.     This  allowance  has  been  made  to  him  on  the  ground 
of  his  commanding  a  separate  station,  in  conformity  with  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,  1824. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATKINS. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Head-Quarters  op  the  JIarixe  Corps,  Washington,  February  11,  1826. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  papers  show  the  number  of  marine  officers  who  have  received  pay  agreeably  to 
their  brevet  rank,  and  the  number  of  men  under  their  command  while  in  receipt  of  their  brevet  pay.  The 
New  York  station  is  the  only  one  for  which  this  paj'  has  been  allowed  during  the  period  stated  in  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  number  of  marines  on  that  station  is  given  during  each 
month  for  which  brevet  pay  has  been  allowed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCH'D  HENDERSON,  Lt.  Vol  Commandant. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Head-Quarters  of  Marines,  Paymader's  Office,  Washington,  February  17,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  information  required  in  relation  to  the  amount  paid  to  the  officers  of  the 
marine  corps  wlio  hold  brevet  rank,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  brevet  Lt.  Col.  Richard  Smith  has 
received  the  pay  of  such  brevet  from  the  3d  March,  1825,  to  31st  December,  1825.  No  other  officer  in 
the  corps  holding  brevet  rank  has  received  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  such  brevet,  for  the  time  specified 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  L.  KUHN,  Paymaslrr  3Iarine  Corjus. 
Col.  A.  Henderson,  Commandant  of  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington. 


1825, 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1826, 
January  


The  above  statement  shows  the  whole  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  music,  and 
privates,  who  were  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  in  the  months  specified. 


He.^d-Qtjarters  of  the  Marine  Corps, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Office,  W( 


PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 
shington,  February  17,  1826. 


Statement  showing  the  amount  of  pay  and  emoluments  received  by  the  paymaster  and  the  quartermaster  of  the 
marine  corps,  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  \st  of  January,  1826. 
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Capt.  Jos.  L.  Kuhn  . . 
Lieut.  Elijah  J.  Weed 

Paymaster 
Quarterm'r 

$1,200  00 
720  00 

$584  00   $712  32 
584  00      356  16 

$408  00 
192  00 

$500  00 
500  00 

$676  00 

$720  00 

$300  00 

$720  00 

$3,980  32 
4,092  16 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  March  10,  1826. 


T.  WATKINS. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  307. 


("1st  Session. 


ON   THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  DOCKS   FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF   UNITED 

STATES  VESSELS. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  31,  1826. 

Navy  Depart.ment,  March  30,  1826. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  18th  inst.,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  submit  copy  of  a  report  from  this  Department,  dated  January  3,  1825,  prepared 
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in  compliance  with  a  ivsolntidn  nf  the  Senate,  which  contains  his  opinion  upon  the  subject;  also,  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Coniiiiissinncis  of  the  Navy,  dated  February  17,  1826. 

An  examination  df  tlicsc  papers,  it  is  believed,  will  justify  the  answer  to  the  resolution,  that  "docks 
have  become  absolutely  neci;s.sary  for  the  preservation,  repairs,  and  prompt  and  speedy  use  of  the  vessels 
belonging-  to  the  navy,"  and  that  "  whenever  repairs  are  necessary  they  are  preferable,  in  every  point  of 
view,  to  the  present  mode,  and  the  most  economical  that  can  be  adopted."  Although  it  is  difficult  to 
make  accurate  calculations  upon  the  subject,  yet  no  hesitation  is  felt  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  more 
public  money  has  been  lost  for  the  want  of  docks,  than  would  be  suflScient  to  erect  one  at  each  of  our 
principal  building  and  repairing  establishments.  And  as  we  add  to  the  number  and  size  of  our  vessels, 
the  loss  will  be  proportionably  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Accoinmodation  ivharves. 


In  no  part  of  the  expense  of  erecting  extensive  works  is  so  little  attention  paid  to  economy  as  in 
providing  accommodation  for  facilitating  the  delivery,  preparing  and  moving  the  heavy  and  cumbrous 
materials  to  be  used.  The  loss  of  time  and  labor,  for  want  of  convenient  arrangements  in  these  respects, 
is  very  great;  and  as  it  is  generally  imperceptible  and  incapable  of  being  estimated  on  a  large  scale,  it 
is  too  often  overlooked  by  builders.  To  provide  for  these  advantages,  I  propose  covering  the  coffer  dam 
with  a  bridge,  and  it  makes  part  of  the  estimate  under  this  head.  In  addition  to  this,  a  temporary  wharf 
should  be  built  on  the  outside,  and  connected  with  the  coffer  dam.  Perhaps  a  permanent  wharf  may  be 
expedient  on  the  east  side — the  entrance  of  the  dock,  opposite  the  present  ship  wharf,  seen  in  drawing 
No.  3.  The  new  wharf  would  afterwards  be  joined  and  made  level  with  the  filling  or  banking  on  the 
east  side  of  the  dock. 

Shops,  sheds,  machinery,  &c. 

Although  the  nature  of  the  contemplated  work  does  not  require  much  work  within  shops,  still  a 
blacksmith's  and  a  carpenter's  shop,  lime  sheds,  &c.,  will  be  wanted,  and  they  should  be  erected  as  near 
the  works  as  possible.  They  will,  of  course,  be  of  a  temporary  kind,  and  are  calculated  accordingly. 
The  expenditure  for  machinery,  such  as  cranes,  trucks,  wagons,  with  other  mechanical  apparatus,  and 
the  scaffolds,  troughs,  and  facilities  for  draining,  cannot  be  precisely  calculated.  Under  this  item  I  have 
endeavored  to  fix  a  sum  nearly  correct. 

Cement. 
I  have  added  Roman  cement  to  the  estimate,  because  there  is,  perhaps,  no  substance  so  perfect  in  its 
kind,  or  so  certain  and  durable.  Other  cements  are  employed,  but  this  is  preferable  to  any  I  have  seen 
used  in  this  country.  It  would  be  worth  the  experiment,  should  the  dock  be  undertaken,  to  try  a  new 
hydraulic  cement,  lately  invented  by  Mr.  Casius,  of  Utrecht.  The  great  double  locks,  &c.,  on  the  North 
Holland  canal,  between  the  Helder  and  Amsterdam,  have  been  built  about  four  years,  and  the  bricks  are 
laid  in  this  cement.  It  appeared  almost  as  hard  as  the  bricks  themselves  when  I  saw  them  last  year. 
The  patentee  gave  me  some  specimens,  and  informed  me  that  it  was  made  cheaper  than  any  hitherto  in 
use.  It  is  made  from  the  peculiar  kind  of  earth  or  clay  taken  up  from  under  the  water  of  the  Y,  at 
Amsterdam.     It  is  made  into  balls,  burned  in  a  furnace  like  lime,  and  then  pulverized. 

Removing  coffer  dam  and  deejxning  the  channel  to  the  dock. 

From  the  position  of  the  dock  it  will  be  perceived,  by  inspecting  the  profiles,  that  an  additional 
depth,  under  and  outside  the  coffer  dam,  must  be  obtained  by  dredging,  &c.,  so  as  to  admit  vessels  to 
enter.  The  entrance  being  60  feet  wide,  only  about  70  or  80  feet  of  the  dam  need  be  removed,  or  perhaps  the 
removal  may  extend  the  length  of  the  wing  walls.  The  northeast  side  of  the  present  wharf  may  be 
extended  to  the  line  of  the  entrance,  and  the  angle  between  the  wing  wall  of  the  dock  and  the  wharf 
occupied  by  a  new  part,  so  as  to  leave  the  whole  service  or  terra-plein,  between  the  dock  and  the  ship 
house,  level,  extending  to  the  lower  end  of  the  wharf  On  the  opposite  or  northeast  side  of  the  entrance, 
a  permanent  wharf,  like  the  one  already  built,  may  be  erected  on  a  line  with  the  entrance,  covering  the 
angle  of  the  dam,  and  connected  and  made  level  with  the  filling  on  the  north  side  of  the  dock.  Some 
considerable  extension  of  wharf  seems  indispensable  for  a  convenient  use  of  the  dock  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  navj'  yard.  Instead  of  confining  the  distance  between  these  wharves  to  the 
breadth  of  the  entrance,  viz:  60  feet,  where  one  large  vessel  might  lie,  it  may  be  made  100  or  120  feet 
wide,  so  that  two  vessels  may  lie  there,  one  to  each  wharf  But  I  will  not  presume  to  recommend,  at 
present,  any  particular  plan  for  this  purpose.  I  make  the  suggestion  only  to  show  that  little  expense 
need  be  incurred  in  removing  the  coffer  dam.  As  the  filling  and  banking,  level  with  the  coping  of  the 
dock,  will  in  great  part  be  effected  by  the  excavation  of  the  dock,  at  least  so  far  as  will  be  required  for  its 
use,  I  do  not  include  my  estimate  for  additional  filling;  that  may  be  done  to  an  extent  suited  to  the  ulte- 
rior improvements  in  the  yard. 

Estimate  of  expense. 

1.  Coffer  dam  covered  for  an  accommodation  bridge $18,200  00 

2.  Excavation  of  basin  for  dock,  &c 12,648  00 

3.  Foundation  floor 2.i,000  00 

4.  One  pair  of  turning  gates,  with  capstans  and  chains,  foot  bridge,  &c 9,000  00 

5.  Masonry  of  dock 79,159  00 

6.  Ditto  of  entrance 34,000  00 

7.  Stone  stairs  and  slips 2,031  00 

8.  Roman  cement 8,000  00 
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9.  Accommodation  wharves,  &c $3,000  00 

10.  Shops,  sheds,  and  machinery 3,500  00 

11.  Steam  engine  of  forty-horse  power,  and  support  three  years,  with  chain  pumps,  &c.,  for 

draining 20,000  00 

12.  Removing  coifer  dam,  and  deepening  the  en.iaji  ■(■ (5,000  00 

13.  Engineer,  superintendents,  overseers,  &c 15,000  00 

Contingencies 44,462  00 

Total  expense  of  dock $280,000  00 


Navy  Commissioners'   Office,  February  11 ,  IS26. 

Sir:  The  expediency  of  establishing  docks  for  the  repair  of  our  ships-of-war  has  been  heretofore 
reco"iiized  by  acts  of  the  national  legislature.  In  the  year  1799,  [25th  February,]  when  we  had  no 
vessels  of  a  class  larger  than  frigates,  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  establishment  of  two  docks. 
Tlic  ciJiiiiiiissiniicrs  are  uninformed  as  to  the  considerations  which  suspended  the  execution  of  this  law, 
but  tlu'v  ari'  fully  persuaded  that  if  it  had  been  carried  into  effect  at  that  early  period  an  immense  amount 
would  Ikivi-  liccii  saved  to  the  treasury. 

So  inaiij-  argumentative  reports  liave  been  made,  illustrating  the  necessity  and  economy  of  docks, 
that  the  commissioners  can  scarcely  hope  to  be  able  to  present  any  new  lights  upon  the  subject.  It 
possesses,  however,  in  itself,  so  much  intrinsic  interest,  it  affects  so  essentially  the  efficiency  of  tlie  navj', 
and  the  present  state  of  the  service  calls  so  imperiously  for  the  construction  of  docks,  that  the  commis- 
sioners feel  themselves  impelled  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  invite  your  serious  attention  to  the  subject. 

If,  when  the  navy  consisted  of  vessels  of  rates  inferior  to  ships  of  the  line,  docks  were  necessary, 
(as  they  certainly  were,)  the  necessity  for  them  is  greatly  increased  by  the  fact  of  our  now  having  ships 
of  the  line,  and  other  vessels,  of  larger  size  than  any  then  belonging  to  the  navy.  Frigates  cannot  be 
hove  down  without  hazard;  the  operation  (the  only  alternative  in  the  absence  of  docks)  always  strains 
their  hulls,  and  not  unfrequently  injures  the  forms  of  their  bottoms,  and  materially  affects  their  sailing. 
These  objections  to  the  process  of  heaving  down  apply  with  still  greater  force  to  vessels  of  larger  size. 
The  risk  of  heaving  down  a  ship  of  the  line  is  of  itself,  separately  and  distinctly  considered,  so  serious 
as  to  justify  the  construction  of  adock  to  avoid  it. 

The  advantages  of  docks  consist  essentially  of 

1st.  Safety  in  repairing  and  examining  ships'  bottoms. 

2d.  Economy  of  time. 

3d.  Economy  in  expense  of  repairing. 

4th.  The  facilities  they  afford  to  examine  and  repair  more  thoroughly  than  can  be  done  by  any  other 
known  process. 

5th.  As  appendages  to  building  ways  they  are  important. 

6th.  As  affording  the  means  of  insuring  to  the  ships  all  the  advantages  of  sailing  possessed  in  their 
construction. 

Under  these  respective  heads,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  beg  leave  to  observe,  as  regards— 

1st.  In  docks  ships  are  placed  in  positions  perfectly  secure,  without  incurring  any  species  of  risk  or 
injury;  but  in  heaving  out  large  ships,  however  great  the  precaution,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  straining 
their  hulls,  and  injuring  them  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  tlie  risk  in  frosty  weather,  when  the  ropes 
are  brittle,  is  greatly  increased. 

2d.  As  respects  economy  of  time,  in  the  summer  season,  or  during  long  days,  the  bottom  of  a  74, 
inside  and  out,  may  require  12,000  days'  work  to  repair  it.  In  a  dock,  where  400  men  could  be  conve- 
niently employed,  the  repair  might  be  made  in  30  working  days;  but  on  a  ship  hove  down,  where  not 
more  than  60  men  could  work  to  advantage  on  the  outside,  and  when  only  one  side  can  be  worked  on  at 
a  time,  and  then  under  the  disadvantage  of  losing  at  least  one-fifth  of  their  working  time,  in  heaving  and 
righting  every  day,  it  would  require  120  days  to  accomplish  the  outside  work  of  6,000  days.  The  inside 
work,  which  must  necessarily  be  suspended  during  these  120  days,  and  until  the  ship  be  finally  righted, 
will  require,  with  200  men,  30  additional  days  to  perform  it,  so  that  while  in  a  dock  the  whole  work, 
inside  and  out,  could  be  performed  in  30  days,  it  could  not  be  accomplished  on  a  vessel  hove  down  in  less 
than  150  days:  hence,  a  gain,  in  point  of  time,  during  the  summer,  or  the  most  favorable  season,  of  120 
days,  in  performing  12,000  days'  work.  To  this  gain  considerable  addition  must  be  made  from  the  circum- 
stance of  much  time  being  unavoidably  lost,  during  rainy  or  stormy  weather,  when  the  men  cannot  work 
on  a  ship  hove  down;  when  indeed  it  would  be  dangerous  to  suffer  the  ship  to  remain  in  that  state; 
whereas,  in  a  dock,  with  a  roof  over  it,  the  men  could  work  every  day,  wet  or  dry,  hot  or  cold,  calm  or 
windv. 

Suppose  a  ship  to  come  into  port  dismasted,  where  there  is  no  dock;  i^^w  masts  must  be  made  for 
her  before  she  can  be  hove  down ;  this  would  require  six  to  eight  weeks.  But  if  there  was  a  dock  she 
might  be  taken  into  it  immediately,  and  the  work  upon  her  bottom  and  her  masts  might  go  on  at  the 
same  time.  Under  such  circumstances  a  dock  would  save  six  or  eight  weeks  of  time,  in  commencing  the 
work  upon  a  ship's  bottom,  during  the  winter  season,  particularly  in  situations  where  ice  may  be  expected, 
and  strong  currents  prevail.  The  risk  in  heaving  down  a  large  ship  would  be  too  serious  to  be  incurred, 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  If  attempted,  serious  consequences  might  be  apprehended.  But  in  situ- 
ations more  favorable,  during  the  short  days,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  day  would  be  consumed  in  heaving 
down  and  righting,  and  removing  the  ice  and  snow  from  the  vessel,  stages,  and  apparatus  for  heaving 
down,  before  the  work  on  the  ship  could  be  commenced.  This  would  be  incurring  great  expense  for  little 
work. 

If  such  losses  of  time  are  shown  with  single  ships  requiring  repair,  in  a  time  of  peace,  what  would 
be  the  injury  resulting  to  the  nation,  in  time  of  war,  from  a  squadron  coming  into  port  dismasted,  crippled 
in  action,  or  from  any  other  cause,  requiring  extensive  repairs?  In  the  winter  season  its  services,  though 
fully  manned,  niiglit  be  wholly  lost,  and  when  the  weather  should  permit  the  tedious,  hazardous,  and 


1826.1 


CONSTKUCTION    OF    DOCKS.  703 


expensive  operation  of  heaving  down,  it  would  unavoidably  be  detained  in  port  a  length  of  time  incalcu- 
lably greater  than  would  be  necessary,  if  we  had  the  conveniences  of  docks  to  resort  to. 

In  every  view,  it  is  highly  advisable  to  make  such  arrangements,  and  create  such  facilities,  as  will 
enable  workmen,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  perform  the  greatest  quantum  of  work  in  a  given  time.  Docks 
afford  these  facilities  in  the  repair  of  ships,  while  the  system  of  heaving  down  exhibits  the  most  wasteful 
contrast. 

3d.  As  to  the  economy  of  docks  as  a  means  of  repairing  our  ships,  when  compared  with  the  system  at 
this  time  from  necessity  pursued. 

To  heave  down  a  ship,  a  gang  of  riggers  (unnecessary  in  dock)  must  be  employed;  their  expense 
would  be  considerable;  and  with  respect  to  ship  carpenters,  (whose  wages  are  going  on  while  the  ship 
is  heaving  down  and  righting,)  there  is,  in  the  most  favorable  weather,  a  positive  loss  of  one-fifth  of  their 
time,  or  twenty  per  cent,  of  their  labor,  exclusive!}'  of  the  time  lost,  and  dead  expense  incurred  from 
rains,  stormy  weather,  and  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  labor  is  performed.  These  are  positive, 
unavoidable  extra  expenses,  incident  to  and  inseparable  from  the  system  of  repairing  large  ships  by 
heaving  them  down,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  During  the  winter,  or  in  short  days,  these 
expenses  and  disadvantages  are  incurred  to  an  extent  almost  so  great  as  to  forbid  the  operation,  under 
any  circumstances.  While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  omit  other 
important  considerations;  without  docks,  we, -of  necessity,  copper  our  vessels  while  on  their  ways, 
launching  them  in  that  state;  their  copper  may  sustain  serious  injury,  not  to  be  ascertained  till  its  effects 
are  felt.  For  instance,  a  ship  under  these  circumstances  is  sent  into  waters  where  the  worm  attacks  her 
timber,  (exposed  by  her  copper  being  injured,)  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  ravages  do  such  injury  as 
to  involve  expensive  repairs,  and  may  even  compel  the  ship  to-  leave  her  foreign  station  or  cruising 
ground,  to  return  home  for  repair. 

A  vessel  hove  down  should  have  all  her  seams  payed  over  before  she  is  righted,  to  prevent  the 
oakum  getting  out  before  she  is  coppered;  a  shower  of  rain  may  come  on  in  the  afternoon,  and  continue 
till  it  is  dark;  she  cannot  then  be  payed,  but  for  safety  must  be  righted,  and  her  oakum  thus  gets  wet. 
Hence,  sunden  decays  and  expensive  repairs  must  follow  in  a  short  time. 

4th.  As  to  the  facilities  which  docks  afford  for  examining  and  thoroughly  repairing  vessels. 

In  a  dock  a  vessel  may,  if  necessary,  have  all  her  planks,  inside  and  out,  taken  off,  and  the  exami- 
nation and  the  repair  may  be  made  completely  and  thoroughly,  if  occasion  requires  it;  any  of  her  timbers 
may,  without  incurring  any  risk,  be  taken  out,  and  others  substituted,  and  abundant  time  is  afforded 
safely  to  examine  them.  But  when  hove  down,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  remove  more  planks  (particu- 
larly below  the  water  line,)  than  can  be  replaced  in  the  course  of  the  day,  otherwise  the  ship  would  be 
left  exposed  during  the  night,  and  would  incur  the  risk  of  filling  and  sinking.  These  operations  are  made 
of  necessity  upon  a  partial,  if  not  hasty,  and  consequently  incomplete  examination  of  the  ship.  In  dock 
a  ship  is  placed  in  a  secure  position,  effectually  shored,  and  the  whole  work  of  repair,  inside  and  out,  on 
both  sides,  may  go  on  at  the  same  time,  at  all  seasons,  imder  every  attainable  advantage;  but  when 
hove  down,  only  one  side  can  be  worked  on  at  a  time,  and  then  under  the  disadvantage  of  frequent 
interruptions  from  rain,  stormy  weather,  ice,  strong  currents,  and  from  the  necessity  of  licaving  down 
every  morning,  and  righting  every  night. 

5th.  As  appendages  to  building  ways. 

No  ship  of  any  magnitude  ought  to  be  coppered  on  her  ways;  because,  whatever  care  may  be  taken, 
she  is  liable  to  have  her  copper  injured  from  launching,  whence  the  most  serious  injuries  may  result,  and 
however  careful  the  carpenters  and  caulkers  may  be,  leaks  are  frequently  left.  Launching  a  ship  without 
having  coppered  her,  these  leaks  are  immediately  discovered  and  repaired  thoroughly,  when  she  is  taken 
into  dock  to  be  coppered.  Hence,  all  such  vessels  should  be  first  launched,  and  then  taken  into  dock. 
When  taken  thence,  we  may  be  sure  that  their  bottoms  are  in  perfect  condition,  and  that  they  proceed  on 
service  in  a  state  of  thorough  repair. 

6th.  As  affording  means  of  securing  our  ships  all  the  advantages  of  sailing  they  may  possess  in 
their  construction. 

Whatever  advantages  our  ships  may  possess,  in  sailing,  are  liable  to  serious  injury  from  heaving 
them  down,  since,  as  before  observed,  they  are  always  more  or  less  injured  in  that  operation,  and  the 
oftener  it  is  repeated,  the  more  are  they  strained,  and  otherwise  injured;  we  have  seen,  too,  that  from 
being  coppered  on  their  ways  they  are  liable  to  have  their  copper  injured  in  launching,  and  this  injury 
(which  cannot  be  discovered  until  the  bottom  shall  be  examined,)  may  be  such  as  seriously  to  impede  the 
sailing  of  a  ship.  If  she  be  new,  and  untried,  her  dull  sailing  may  be  attributed  to  some  error  in  her 
construction,  and,  ignorant  as  to  the  real  cause,  expensive  and  fruitless  experiments  may  be  made  to 
remedy  the  supposed  defect. 

To  secure  to  a  ship  every  advantage  in  sailing,  her  form  should  be  kept  to  its  original  state,  and  her 
bottom  as  smooth  and  clean  as  possible,  and  with  that  view  it  should  be  frequently  examined;  such  an 
examination  cannot  be  effected  by  heaving  her  down,  without  injuring  her,  and  incurring  ccmsiderable 
expense  and  loss  of  time;  whereas,  in  a  dock,  she  can  be  taken  in,  examined,  and  thoroughly  cleansed, 
without  any  loss  of  time,  or  any  material  expense.  If  a  ship  comes  into  port  for  supplies  of  any  kind, 
while  they  are  procuring  for  her  she  can  undergo  this  examination  and  cleansing,  which,  to  preserve  all 
her  properties  of  sailing,  should  take  place  at  least  once  a  year.  And  while  on  this  subject,  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe,  as  the  result  of  experience,  that  copper,  when  kept  clean,  will  last  much  longei-,  than 
when  left  covered  with  barnacles  and  other  similar  substances. 

It  will  not  escape  observation  that  the  sailing  of  a  ship-of-war,  viewed  in  reference  to  attack  or 
retreat,  or  manoeuvring  during  battle,  is  of  the  first  importance,  since  superiority  in  this  respect  enables 
her  to  approach  or  retire  at  pleasure,  and  in  an  engagement  to  secure  the  most  advantageous  positions. 
This  property  is  obviously  a  desideratum  in  any  vessel-of-war,  acting  singly.  In  a  squadron  of  ships 
it  becomes  still  more  important,  but  each  and  every  ship  of  the  squadron  should  possess  it;  for  should 
the  sailing  of  any  one  of  them  be  injured  by  any  of  the  causes  stated,  or  by  any  other  cause,  she  cannot 
sail  in  line  with  the  others,  without  greatly  impeding  and  embarrassing  their  operations. 

Upon  the  considerations  already  urged,  the  commissioners  might  possibly  commit  a  decision  upon 
the  question  of  docks;  but  such  is  their  anxictj'  upon  the  suliject,  arising  from  the  conviction  of  their 
being  indispensable  to  the  best  interests  of  the  navy,  (inseparable,  they  hope,  from  the  interest  of  the 
country,)  that  they  trust  you  will  excuse  their  indulging  in  a  few  general  observations,  calculated,  they 
trust,  to  strengthen  the  views  already  taken.     We  have  at  this  time,  in  ordinary,  six  ships  of  the  line- 
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and  five  frigates;  on  the  stocks,  five  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  several  others  to  be  built, 
besides  sloops-of-war.  None  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary  ought  to  be  sent  to  sea,  without  having  their 
bottoms  examined  and  cleansed,  and,  if  necessary,  repaired;  without  docks,  all  of  them  would  h'ave  to  be 
hove  out.  If  their  services  should  be  required  in  winter,  the  operation  of  heaving  out  could  not  take 
place.  It  would  have  to  be  suspended  until  the  weather  should  be  more  mild.  The  consequences  in 
time  of  war  might  be  disastrous;  and  with  respect  to  those  on  the  stocks  and  hereafter  to  be  built,  for 
the  reasons  before  assigned,  they  should  be  launched  before  they  are  coppered,  and  then  taken  into  dock, 
to  be  examined  and  coppered. 

Suppose,  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  fifteen  frigates  and  all  our  sloops-of;war,  were 
ready  for  service.  By  having  docks,  their  properties  of  sailing  might  be  preserved  without  loss  of  time, 
and  scarcely  any  expense.  Coming  into  port,  as  they  would  be  compelled  to  do  at  least  twice  a  year  for 
refreshment,  while  the  necessary  articles  should  be  procured  for  them,  they  could  be  taken  into  dock  and 
cleansed;  vvithout  docks  these  advantages  could  not  be  secured.  The  ships  might,  to  be  sure,  be  hove 
down,  yet  not  without  injury,  and  a  loss  of  time  fully  equal,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  to 
one-sixth  of  the  year,  and  a  heavy  expense  arising,  not  only  from  the  operation  itself,  but  from  the  neces- 
sity of  displacing  and  replacing  evei-ything  necessary  for  them,  such  as  ballast,  provisions,  stores  of 
every  kind,  and,  in  short,  of  everything  but  their  lower  masts.  Such  a  sacrifice  of  time  would  be  to 
incur  an  expense  of  twelve  months  for  ten  months'  serviee. 

So  far  as  respects  the  important  facility  of  examining  ships'  bottoms,  a  few  docks  would  be  suiBcient 
for  a  great  number.  Double  the  number  of  ships  would  not  necessarily  increase  the  number  of  docks  for 
this  purpose,  but  the  expense  of  heaving  down  is  a  continually  accruing  one,  proportionate  in  amount  to 
the  number  of  vessels. 

It  is  presumed  that,  in  time  of  war,  our  ships  of  the  line  would  principally  be  employed  as  a  guarda 
costa  to  repel  invasion.  In  this  view,  the  Chesapeake,  New  York  and  Boston  may  be  considered  the 
three  most  important  points  to  be  guarded,  and  at  each  of  these  points  the  Commissioners  would  recom- 
mend the  construction  of  a  dock. 

It  may  be  estimated,  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  that  a  dock  of  sufficient  size  for  a  ship  of  the 
line  would  cost  about  $300,000.  We  probably  could  not  complete  One  in  less  time  than  from  two  to  three 
years,  but  three  may  be  built  at  the  same  time,  so  that  an  annual  appropriation  for  three  years,  of  $100,000 
for  each  dock,  would  probably  be  sufficient. 

Such  an  expenditure  would  in  a  very  few  years  be  refunded  by  the  expense  which  the  docks  would 
save;  made,  as  they  would  be,  of  imperishable  materials,  they  would  last  for  ages  with  occasional  repairs, 
inconsiderable  in  amount.  On  the  score  of  economy,  then,  it  is  obviously  advisable  to  have  docks;  and 
to  enable  the  government  to  command  at  all  times  the  services  of  our  ships,  and  to  keep  them  in  the 
most  efficient  state,  in  all  respects,  they  are  indispensable. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted.  WM.  BAINBEIDGE. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Note. — For  the  other  documents  communicated  with  the  preceding  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  see  vol.  1,  Naval  Affairs,  State  Papers  No.  252,  page  1032-'3. 


IOthCoxgress.]  No.  308.  [1st Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM   OF   LIEUT.   ISAAC   M'KEEVER   FOR   PRIZE   MONEY  FOR   THE   CAPTURE   OF 
TWO  SLAVE  VESSELS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    APRIL    3,    1826. 

Mr.  Bartlett,   from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant 
Isaac  M'Keever,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that,  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1818,  he  was  commanding  the  United 
States  ketch  Surprise,  and  on  that  day  he  captured,  off  Pensacola,  the  schooners  named  Merino  and 
Louisa,  with  their  cargoes,  having  on  board  twenty-five  slaves,  and  conducted  them  to  the  port  of  Mobile, 
for  prosecution  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  That  the  said  vessels  and  cargoes 
were  accordingly  afterwards  prosecuted,  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Alabama,  and,  at  the  end  of  five  years'  litigation,  a  decree  of  condemnation  was  pronounced  against  them, 
and  one-half  of  the  proceeds  awarded  to  the  United  States,  which  decree  has  since  been  affirmed  on  appeal 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  The  petitioner  further  states  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  prizes  amounted  to  $8,830.50,  one-half  of  which,  to  wit,  $4,415.25,  has  been  distributed  amongst  the 
captors,  which,  by  the  rule  of  law,  gave  to  your  petitioner,  for  his  share,  $419.45.  The  petitioner  states 
that  the  other  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  is  not  yet  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
but  that  bond  is  given  for  its  payment.  The  petitioner  further  states  that,  from  the  uncommon  duration 
of  the  legal  controversy  to  effect  the  condemnation  of  said  vessels,  and  the  frequent  journeys  he  was 
compelled  to  make  himself  and  by  his  agents  to  the  different  courts,  he  had  expended  the  sum  of  $3,000 
more  than  was  allowed  to  him,  and  he  now  asks,  in  consideration  of  his  services  and  liabilities  in  relation 
to  said  capture,  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  that  he  has  incurred  in  the  condemnation  of  said  ves- 
sels, and  that  the  rule  of  distribution  has  so  operated  as  to  give  him  no  more  of  the  prize  money  than 
other  officers  under  his  command,  who  incurred  no  responsibility,  that  the  United  States  will  relinquish 
to  him  their  interest  in  the  bond  securing  to  them  the  half  of  the  proceeds  of  said  prizes.  While  the 
services  of  Lieutenant  M'Keever  have  been  most  active  and  zealous,  and  have  resulted  in  important 
benefits  to  his  country,  they  have  not  been  of  a  character  to  carry  with  them  pecuniary  reward;  and  as 
the  committee  believe  that  the  amount  now  asked,  after  defraying  the  charges  incurred,  would  not  give 
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to  the  petitioner  a  share  of  the  prize  money  disproportioned  to  the  responsibility  and  trouble  which 
devolved  upon  him;  and  as  the  committee  find  the  principle  recognized  in  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Porter  and  his  officers  and  crew,"  passed  April  13,  1814,  they  deem  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  reason- 
able, and  accordingly  report  a  bill. 


9th  Congbfss.]  No.  309.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE   CLAIM    OF    SETH  TOWNSEND,  A  DISABLED    SEAMAN    OF   THE    NAVY,    FOR   AN 
INCREASE  OF  PENSION. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES   APRIL    14,    1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  5th  instant  to  inquire  into  "the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pension  allowed  to  Seth  Townsend, 
a  seaman,  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  board  the  Washington,"  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  said  resolution;  that  the  said  Seth 
Townsend  prays  an  increase  of  the  pension  now  allowed  to  him  as  a  disabled  seaman  under  the  laws  of 
Congress.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  if  his  disability  at  this  time  is  such  as  to  render  an  increase 
of  it  necessary  to  his  subsistence,  the  laws  already  provide  for  increasing  it  on  a  proper  application  for 
that  purpose  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pension  Fund,  and  on  furnishing  to  them  the  proof  required  by 
the  regulations  established  for  such  purposes.  The  committee  submit  to  the  House,  with  this  report,  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  to  the  committee,  which  refers  to  the  laws  as 
they  now  exist,  and  in  the  construction  of  them  adopted  by  that  officer  the  committee  concur.  They 
recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  the  said  Seth  Townsend  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 


Navy  Department,   April  10,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have,  this  morning,  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  certain 
papers  in  the  case  of  Seth  Townsend,  a  pensioner,  and  inquiring  "  if  any  legislation  is  necessary  to  enable 
the  pensioner  to  obtain  an  increase  of  his  pension,  if  he  is  in  such  a  situation  or  so  disabled  as  to  be  enti 
tied  in  justice  to  the  increase  of  it."  By  the  8th  section  of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  passed  23d  April,  1800,  volume  3,  page  351,  it  is  enacted  that  the  pension  to  officers, 
seamen  and  marines  shall  not  exceed  one-half  the  monthly  pay. 

By  the  7th  section  of  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension 
fund,'  "  passed  16th  April,  1816,  volume  6,  page  64,  the  Commissioners  are  authorized,  in  their  discretion, 
to  increase  the  allowance  to  any  sum,  not  exceeding  the  full  amount  of  monthly  pay  to  which  the  party 
was  by  law  entitled  in  the  service,  where  the  allowance  of  the  half  monthly  pay  should,  in  their  opinion, 
from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  disability,  and  the  situation  of  the  party  disabled,  he  inadequate  to  his  neces- 
sary subsistence. 

The  authority  given  in  this  section  is  very  explicit;  and  I  do  not  know  that  any  explanation  can  be 
useful,  either  as  to  the  cases  in  which  the  discretion  is  to  be  applied,  or  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be 
carried.  If  satisfactory  evidence  be  furnished  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners,  they  may 
increase  the  pension,  provided  the  allowance  already  made  "be  inadequate  to  the  necessary  subsistence"  of 
the  applicant.  Anything  beyond  what  is  adequate  to  the  necessary  subsistence  must  be  allowed  not  by  the 
Commissioners  but  by  Congro 


I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 


SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    310.  •  [1st    Session. 

ON  AN  APPLICATION  OF  FRANCIS  HAYNE,  A  DISABLED  SEAMAN,  FOR  AN  INCREASE  OF 
A  NAVAL  PENSION. 

communicated  to   the   house    of    representatives  APRIL  14,  1826. 

Mr.  Storks,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  Hayne, 

reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  case  of  the  petitioner,  who  states  that  the  amount  of  his  pension  now- 
allowed  to  him  as  a  disabled  seaman  is  insufficient  for  his  subsistence,  and  he  prays  that  it  may  be 
increased.  The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  no  legislative  act  is  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner, 
the  existing  laws  entitling  him  to  an  increase  of  his  pension  if  his  disability  is  such  that  the  amount  now 
allowed  to  him  is  insufficient  for  his  necessary  subsistence.     The  committee  respectfully  refer  the  House 
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to  their  report  at  this  session  in  the  case  of  Seth  Townsend,  and  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy- 
Department  which  accompanies  that  report,  as  containing-  the  views  of  the  committee  on  this  subject, 
and  the  state  of  the  pension  laws,  as  now  existing. 

They  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 


19th  Congress. 


No.  311.  [1st  Session. 


ON  A  CLAIM  FOR  A  NAVY  PENSION. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    APRIL    15,    1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Frances  Gamble, 
widow  of  Francis  B.  Gamble,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  having  considered 
the  said  petition,  and  papers  accompanying  the  same,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  her  late  husband  died  in  the  year  1824,  while  engaged  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  in  the  naval  service,  and  from  disease  contracted  by  much  exposure  and  great  exertion 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties;  and  she  prays  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  her  by  Congress.  The 
case  of  the  petitioner  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  by  order  of  this  House,  at  the 
second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  and  an  unfavorable  report  made  thereon,  on  the  28th  day  of  January, 
1825.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
and  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  before  made  on  this  petition,  as  containing  the 
principles  on  which  they  have  come  to  this  opinion.  They  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  papers. 


In  House  of  Representatives,  January  28,  1825. 
Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Frances 
W.  C.  Gamble,  widow  of  Francis  B.  Gamble,  late  a  lieutenant  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  reported: 

That  the  deceased,  Lieutenant  Gamble,  being  attached  to  the  United  States  squadron  in  the  "West 
Indies,  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  suppression  of  piracj',  &c.,  in  command  of  the  United 
States'  ship  Decoy,  was  attacked  by  a  malignant  fever,  of  which  he  died  on  the  1  Ith  of  September  last, 
while  on  his  passage  in  said  vessel  to  the  United  States;  and  the  petitioner  prays  for  a  pension  equal  to 
half  the  monthly  pay  of  her  deceased  husband. 

The  petitioner's  situation,  in  the  essential  circumstances,  is  similar  to  that  of  the  widow  of  Lieut. 
Nathaniel  L.  Montgomery;  and  the  law  which  would  have  afforded  relief  in  both  cases,  having  being 
repealed  at  the  last'session  of  Congress,  the  committee  cannot  recommend  a  renewal  of  the  repealed  law 
in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  without  a  departure  from  the  even  and  impartial  course  marked  out  for  the 
national  legislature,  however  deeply  they  may  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  and  destitute  widows  and 
families  of  the  brave  men  who  have  perished  in  the  public  service.  They  therefore  recommend  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    312.  [1st  Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM  FOR  REPAYMENT  OF  EXPENSES  INCURRED  AS  PRIZE  AGENT. 

communicated  to   the   house    of   representatives   APRIL    29,    1826. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of 
the  22d  of  April,  1826,  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money,  paid  by  Archibald  McElroy  for  the  expenses  of  attending  the  disposition  of  a  prize  vessel, 
which  was  paid  by  him,  for  which  he  has  not  been  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  account,"  reported: 

That  Archibald  McElroy  claims  payment  for  the  sum  of  $189.95,  alleged  to  have  been  paid  by  him 
in  the  disposition  of  the  prize  vessels  Victory  and  Le  Jeaune,  in  June,  1801.  Whatever  sums  were  right- 
fully paid  by  McElroy  should  have  been  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  the  prizes  before  distribution  was 
ordered,  and  would  unquestionably  have  been  done  had  he  presented  his  claim  to  the  court.  If  he  has  not 
been  indemnified,  it  has  resulted  from  his  own  neglect,  and  the  committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient,  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty-five  years,  to  grant  any  remedy.     They  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  Archibald  McElroy  of  any  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  the  disposition  of  the  prize  vessels  Victory  and  Le  Jeaune,  in  1801. 
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ON  THE  TENURE  BY  WHICH  THE  SITE  OP  THE  NAVY  YARD  AT  PHILADELPHIA  IS  HELD; 
AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  PAID  THEREON  TO  THAT  CITY  AND  COUNTY,  JURISDICTION  OVER 
THE  SAME  NOT  BEING  GRANTED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  BY  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES  APRIL  28,  1826. 

Navy  Department,  April  26,  1826. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  tlie  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  1st  inst.,  respecting  the  taxes 
which  have  been  imposed  or  paid  on  the  Navy  yard  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  what  measures,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  to  obtain  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  over  the  grounds 
now  occupied  by  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with  several  communications  to  and  from  the  Department,  which 
contain  all  the  information  called  for,  so  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Department,  at  this  time,  to  fur- 
nish it. 

The  ground  which  now  forms  the  Navy  yard  in  Philadelphia  was  purchased  of  several  individuals, 
in  the  year  1801,  for  the  sum  of  $37,000.  It  embraced  parts  of  several  streets,  (in  the  plan  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Southwark, )  which  had,  before  that  time,  been  established. 

Attempts  have  been  made,  at  different  times,  to  have  these  streets  opened;  but  they  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful— and  a  law  was  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  23d  March,  1818,  which  pro- 
hibits the  opening  of  them  without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

During  the  last  two  sessions  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  understood  that  a  law  was 
under  consideration  to  exempt  the  yard  from  taxation,  but  was  not  passed. 

The  Department  is  not  able,  at  this  time,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body  on  the 
subject,  nor  the  reasons  which  prevented  the  passage  of  the  law.  Letters  have  been  written  to  the 
proper  ofScers  to  obtain  copies  of  the  proceedings,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  received.  They  will,  no 
doubt,  in  due  time,  be  forwarded.  The  present  report  has  been  delayed  several  days,  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  them. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  direct  application  has,  at  any  time,  been  ordered  by  Congress,  or  made  by 
the  Executive,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  cede  the  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States.  The  applica- 
tions had  two  objects:  1st,  to  prevent  the  streets  from  being  run  through  the  Navy  yard;  and  2d,  to 
obtain  relief  from  the  payment  of  the  taxes.  The  first  was  obtained  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania before  referred  to. 

The  taxes  are  still  called  for  and  paid.  They  have  been,  for  several  years  past,  embraced  in  the  esti- 
mates furnished  by  the  Department  for  the  support  of  the  naval  service ;  are  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priation bills  in  the  enumerated  items  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  and  are  contained  in  the  reports 
of  the  contingent  expenses,  communicated  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  each  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Philadelphia,  April  23,  1811. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  have  obtained  the  district  attorney's  opinion,  which 
I  enclose,  and  on  which  I  presume  the  taxes  claimed  must  be  paid. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  GEO.    HARRISON. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  find  on  inquiry  that  no  tax  has  been  paid  on  the  United  States  property  on  the  Schuylkill,  (the 
arsenal;)  a  tax  was  assessed  and  called  for,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the  then  governor,  Thomas  M'Kean, 
Esq.,  who  made  a  communication  to  the  legislature  on  the  subject;  since,  no  tax  has  been  levied  or  called 
for. 


April  22,  1811. 
Sir:  The  subjoined  statement  was  made  upon  an  application  similar  to  the  one  which  is  referred  to 
me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Is  real  estate  held  by  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  subject  to  taxes  under  the 
State  laws? 

If  there  is  any  exemption  from  such  taxes,  it  must  arise  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
from  acts  of  Congress,  or  from  the  State  laws. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  also  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings. 

It  is  another  constitutional  provision,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  but 
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nothing  in  the  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  particular  State. 

These  are  the  only  constitutional  provisions  that  have  any  apparant  connection  with  the  question 
submitted  to  mc,  and  there  is  no  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  but  that  which  simply  authorizes  the 
purchase. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  exemption  from  taxes  can  arise  expressly,  or  by  implication,  from 
any  State  law.  But  the  site  for  the  Navy  yard  was  not  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  fall  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress;  and  there  is  no  exemption  of 
the  property  of  the  United  States  from  taxation,  by  the  positive  provision  of  any  act  of  assembly. 

I  cannot  therefore  perceive  that  the  lot  occupied  as  a  Navy  yard  is  more  exempt  from  taxes  than  any 
house  or  store  would  be,  which  Congress  might  direct  to  be  purchased  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
ofBcers. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

George  Harrison,  Esquire. 


Na\t'  Department,  AjDi'tl^d,  1811. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant;  you  will  pay  the  taxes  claimed  on  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 
George  Harrison,  Esq.,  PhiladelpMa. 


Philadelphia,  December  14,  1811. 
Sir:  Speculators  in  lots  adjacent  to  the  Navy  yard,  and  others  interested,  are  memorializing  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  open  Federal  street  tiu'ough  it.  The  evil,  as  respects  the  establish- 
ment, will  not  rest  here.  If  they  are  successful,  they  will  then  attempt  to  open  other  streets,  which  will 
totally  destroy  it.  Could  a  compromise  be  made  by  giving  them  Federal  street,  and  having  the  others 
vacated  by  law,  the  injury  would  be  trifling;  and  I  have  little  doubt  this  may  be  accomplished.  Should 
you  approve,  will  you  be  pleased  to  instruct  Mr.  Dallas?  It  is  a  very  favorable  moment  to  obtain  a  law 
from  the  State  vacating  the  streets. 

The  drafts  you  can  refer  to,  as  they  are  in  your  ofQce.     I  enclose,  from  memory,  a  sketch. 
Be  pleased  to  return  to  Mr.  Dallas  the  petition  I  enclose  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HAERISON. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Here,  in  the  original,  is  a  sketch  of  the  property.] 

Date  of  act  authorizing  the  purchase  Purchase  was  made  under  the  act  authorizing  six  14  gun  ships, 
February  25,  1799.  (United  States  Laws,  vol.  iv,  page  264.)  Extent  of  ground  purchased,  about  eleven 
acres.  Price  of  purchase,  $37,000.  Property  has  risen  immensely  in  value.  The  deed  of  conveyance 
from  sundry  individuals. 


December  14,  1811, 
Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  petition  has  been  left  with  me,  and  I  must  trouble  you,  as  Navy  agent,  to 
state  the  objections  to  opening  the  proposed  road  through  the  Navy  yard,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can.     Perhaps  you  had  better  consult  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the  subject. 
Return  the  petition. 

Yours,  respectfully,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Geo.  Harrison,  Esq. 


To  the  honorable  the  president  and  his  associate  judges  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Philadelphia: 

The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  freeholders  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  respectfully  represents: 
That  the  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  so  early  as  the  year  1787,  regardful  of  the  public 
improvement  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  in  the  building,  and  to 
preserve  regularity  in  the  several  streets,  which  so  materially  contributes  to  that  improvement,  and  also, 
in  order  to  open  a  direct  communication  with  the  countrj'  adjacent  to  the  said  district,  passed  a  law,  in 
that  year,  authorizing  and  appointing  five  commissioners,  any  three  of  whom  were  empowered  to  survey 
and  lay  out  such  and  so  many  new  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  within  that  part  of  said  district  where 
proper  streets  were  not  then  already  laid  out,  as  in  their  judgments  would  bo  necessary  to  accommodate 
all  the  inhabitants  and  landholders  with  convenient  ways  and  passages  to  and  from  their  respective 
grounds. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  above  duties,  the  said  commissioners,  among  others,  were  specially  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  survey  and  lay  out  a  public  road  from  George  Gray's,  to  run  in  a  right  line  and 
parallel  to  South  street,  as  nearly  as  the  ground  and  circumstances  would  permit.  That  a  plan  of  the 
said  streets,  so  laid  out,  was  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  returned  to  the  supreme  executive  council  for 
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their  adjudication,  whicli  said  adjudication,  togotbor  with  tho  draft  or  plan  of  the  streets  approved  of,  was 
ordered  to  be  recorded. 

That  the  said  act  further  provided  that,  upon  application  to  open  any  of  the  said  streets  so  laid  out, 
by  the  petition  of  more  than  seven  freeliolders  of  the  said  district,  whose  lands  lie  near  to  or  adjoining 
the  same,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  tlie  supreme  executive  council,  if  they  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
state  of  improvement  in  the  neighborhood  sliould  require  it,  to  issue  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  super- 
visors of  the  public  streets  or  highways,  requiring  them  to  open  and  keep  in  repair  such  street,  as  other 
public  highways,  laid  out  and  opened  according  to  law,  which  said  powers  and  authorities  were,  by  an 
act  (if  tlie  first  of  April,  1811,  exclusively  vested  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, subject  to  removal  and  revision  in  the  supreme  court.  That,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act.  Federal  street  was  laid  out,  by  the  said  commissioners,  of  the  width  of  fifty  feet  from 
Gray's  Ferry  road  to  Swanson  street,  from  which  place  it  is  of  the  width  of  one  hundred  feet  to  the 
Delaware;  that  the  report  was  duly  approved  of,  and  the  adjudication  of  the  supreme  executive  council, 
together  with  the  plan  of  the  road  or  street,  was  recorded  in  the  proper  olBce. 

That  part  of  the  said  Federal  street,  viz:  from  Gray's  Ferry  road  to  Front  street,  has  been  opened  as 
a  public  street,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  act,  and  an  act  of  the  28th  of  November,  1796,  which  gave 
the  powers  for  that  purpose,  vested  in  the  supreme  executive  council  by  the  former  act  of  the  governor, 
and  which  authorized  and  directed  the  commissioners  of  the  county  to  defray  the  expense  of  opening  the 
said  roads. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  under  a  firm  conviction  that  the  continuing  it  to  the  Delaware,  agreeably 
to  the  original  intention  and  design  of  the  commissioners,  would  at  this  time  be  of  great  public  utility,  have 
thought  it  expedieut  to  petition  your  honorable  court  for  that  purpose. 

Your  petitioners  think  proper  to  state  further,  that  the  ground  through  which  Federal  street,  con- 
tinued, will  pass,  has  been  purchased  since  the  laying  out  of  the  said  street,  as  aforesaid,  after  an 
application  was  made  to  the  legislature  for  vacating  the  streets  passing  through  the  same,  and  was  by 
them  rejected,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  United  States  as  a  Navy  yard;  but  they  apprehend  that,  when 
the  premises  are  duly  considered,  and  it  is  found  that,  on  the  one  hand,  no  material  injury  will  accrue  to 
the  United  States,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  a  great  benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  city  of  Southwark  in 
consequence  of  extending  the  said  street,  that  the  United  States  cannot  have  any  objection  to  the 
original  design  of  the  commissioners  and  of  the  general  assembly  being  carried  into  execution.  Your 
petitioners,  therefore,  pray  your  honors  to  issue  a  warrant,  (directed  to  the  supervisors,  superintendent  of 
public  roads  and  highways  in  the  district  of  Southwark,)  requiring  them  to  open  the  said  Federal  street, 
from  Front  street  to  the  Delaware  aforesaid,  and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair  as  other  public  streets  in  the 
said  district  are  kept. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

October  10th,  1811.  Read,  and  rule  to  show  cause,  at  the  next  sessions,  why  the  warrant  prayed 
for  should  not  issue.     Notice  to  be  given  to  the  Navy  agent  and  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States. 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  record, 
and  seal  of  said  court,  this  12th  of  December,  1811. 


In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
RICH.  BACHE,   Clerk. 


Abstract  of  the  sums  paid  by  the  Navy  agent  at  Philadelphia  for  taxes  on  the  Navy  yard  proixrty  at  that  place 


To  whom  paid. 


Taxes  for 

lamps, 
paTiDgjAo, 


County 
tax. 


Alexander Urquhart,  collector. 
Alexander  Urquhart,  collector. 


Alexander  Urquhart,  collector. 
Alexander  Urquhart,  collector. 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector. .. 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector. . . 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector. .. 
George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 

John  McLeod,  collector 

George  C.  Snyder,  collector... 

John  McLeod,  collector 

John  McLeod,  collector 


1802  to  1810  inclusive 
1811  and  1812 


1813 

$116  00 
125  00 
130  00 

1815 

1816 

130  00 

1817  ... 

216  67 

1818 

1821 

216  67 

1822 

175  50 

1823 

234  50 

1823 

1824 

274  70 

1824 

1825 

268  00 

$160  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
325  00 
325  00 
325  00 
195  00 


234  50 

234  50 


$551  00 
624  00 


480  00 
769  17 
682  50 

663  00 
574  17 
533  00 
469  00 
234  50 
475  70 
234  50 
703  50 


The  statement  and 
vouchers  being  burnt, 
the  several  descrip- 
tions of  taxes  cannot 
be  ascertained. 


$2,517  54   $3,173  50    $2,423  00  ,$238  50  ;$8,976  54 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  April  7,  1826. 


T.  WATKINS. 
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[Extract.] 

Philadelahia,  January  8,  1812. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the   14th  ult.,  relative  to  the  Navy  yard.     Being  without 
reply,  and  totally  ignorant  of  your  view  of  the  subject,  I  pressed  Mr.  Dallas  to  obtain  a  postponement, 
which  he  has  succeeded  in  till  March  term. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  GEO.  HAREI^ON. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the.  Navy. 


Philadelphia,  March  16,  1823. 
Sir:  On  the  last  of  this,  or  beginning  of  the  ensuing  week,  the  application,  by  the  commissioners  of 
Southwark,  for  the  opening  of  Federal  street  through  the   northwest  angle  of  the  Navy  yard,  is  to  be 
heard  by  the  court.     I  am  still  without  your  orders  or  instructions  on  this  subject. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  HARRISON. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  March  18,  1812. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant.  You  will  be  pleased  to  consult  with  Mr.  Dallas, 
the  district  attorney,  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposition  to  open  a  street  through  the  Navy  yard,  and  to 
request  him  to  appear  in  court  on  the  occasion,  should  he  judge  it  expedient.  Although,  at  this  particular 
time,  it  might  not  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  public  to  have  the  street  opened,  yet,  if  ever  the  yard 
shall  be  extensively  improved,  it  would  be  serious  public  injury  to  have  it  opened. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 
Geo.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Philadeljihia. 


Navy  Department,  Accountant's  Office,  September  11,  1812. 
Sir:  County  and  health  taxes  are  claimed  on  the  Navy  yard  property  belonging  to  the  United  States 
at  Philadelphia,  and  for  several  years  the  taxes  have  been  paid,  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy;  but  upon  application  made  to  me,  in  January  last,  relative  to  the  mode  in  which  the  claim 
should  be  authenticated  and  exhibited,  I,  upon  reflection,  (having  serious  doubts  whether,  under  existing 
provisions,  there  was  any  legel  authority  for  the  payment,)  was  induced  to  write  to  the  Navy  agent,  a 
copy  of  which  letter  you  will  receive  herewith,  and,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  agent  has  declined 
paying  the  taxes,  which  are  now  claimed  and  insisted  upon  by  the  commissioners;  and  as  it  is  of 
some  importance,  permit  me  to  request  you  to  take  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  communicate 
your  opinion  to  me  in  relation  thereto.  That  you  may  understand  the  nature  of  the  claims,  I  send  you 
copies  of  the  accounts  that  have  been  paid.' 

Respectfully,  &c.,  THOMAS  TURNER. 

Richard  RuSh,  Esq. 


Treasury  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  September  12,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  had  under  consideration  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  made 
by  the  county  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  taxes  on  the  Navy  yard  property  at  that 
place.  The  right  to  tax,  under  State  authority,  property  beionging  to  the  United  States,  situated  as  that 
is  at  Philadelphia,  does,  I  think,  legally  exist  That  property  was,  as  I  happen  to  have  been  informed, 
obtained  by  the  United  States  through  individual  deeds  or  grants,  or  at  least  without  any  intervention  or 
act  of  cession  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  this  important  point,  therefore,  the  case 
differs  from  that  of  the  Navy  yard  at  this  place,  to  which  you  have  referred;  the  latter  having  been 
included  in  the  deed  of  cession  made  by  the  State  of  Maryland  to  the  United  States  of  all  that  part  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  lying  east  of  the  Potomac.  The  papers  which  accompanied  your  letter  are  herewith 
returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  Accountant,  Navy  Department. 


October  7,  1812. 
Sir:  By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  in  the  year  1787,  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  lay  out  roads,  streets,  and  alleys,  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  inhabitants,  to  be  afterwards  opened  as  the  population  and  improvements  in  the  neighborhood  should, 
from  time  to  time,  require.  The  duty  was  performed;  the  report  of  the  commissioners  was  confirmed  by 
the  proper  authority,  and  parts  of  several  of  the  streets  have  been  since  opened. 
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During-  Mr.  Adams'  administration,  a  site,  intersected  Ly  five  or  six  of  the  streets  so  laid  out,  was 
purchased  for  the  Navy  yard,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State.  Attempts  have  been 
repeatedly  made  to  open  one  of  these  streets  through  the  Navy  yard ;  and  the  applicants  have  at  last 
succeeded  in  obtaining  an  order  for  that  purpose  from  the  court  in  which  the  competent  jurisdiction  is 
vested.  I  opposed  the  granting  of  the  order  at  the  last  session,  and  the  court  deliberated  upon  the  subject 
until  yesterday.  The  part  of  the  street  which  is  now  ordered  to  be  opened  will  cut  off  a  considerable 
angle  from  the  Navy  yard,  and  some  of  the  shed  in  which  the  naval  stores  are  deposited.  If,  however, 
the  inconvenience  were  to  cease  here,  the  sacrifice  would  not  perhaps  be  important;  but  as  future  appli- 
cations will  probably  be  made  to  open,  in  succession,  all  the  streets,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  public 
establishment,  it  is  proper  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  selling  the  present  site  of  the  Navy  j'ard,  and 
procuring  another  in  Kensington;  a  change  which  offers  many  advantages,  besides  the  security  of 
possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


SouTHWARK,  Narcli  2,  1813. 

Sir:  In  conversing  with  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy  yard,  I 
find  them  opposed  to  vacating  all  the  streets  that  run  through  it.  But  I  believe  if  the  Navy  Department 
will  open  Federal  street  and  Swanson  street  when  wanted,  (the  latter  street  will  not  probably  be  called 
for  in  thirty  years  or  more,  and  the  opening  of  the  former  does  no  great  injury  to  the  yard,)  they  will 
agree  to  vacate  the  rest. 

The  legislature  will  continue  in  session  until  the  20th  or  25tli  of  this  month,  and  I  think  an  applica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  governor  might  effect  the  object. 

North  and  south  streets,  that  run  through  the  Navy  yard — Church  street,  Swanson  street.  Meadow 
street,  and  Wharf  street,  making  4;  east  and  west  streets,  that  run  through  the  Navy  yard — Federal 
street,  Wharton  street,  making  2.     Total,  6. 

I  am,  respectfully,  SAMUEL  HUMPHREYS. 


Navy  Department,  March  10,  181.3. 

Sir:  The  object  of  the  enclosed  letter  is  so  familiar  to  you  as  to  require  no  explanation.  I  have, 
therefore,  only  to  request  that  you  will  accompany  my  letter  to  the  governor  with  such  explanations,  of 
the  particular  object  intended  by  the  application,  as  may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  C.  Penrose  and  Mr.  S.  Humphreys,  who  I  intend  shall  build  the  14,  will  give  you  all  the  local 
information  necessary;  they  may,  however,  have  an  interest  adverse  to  the  vacating  of  the  streets:  one 
or  both  of  them  are  commissioners  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  know  the  disposition  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. If  nothing  better  can  be  done,  I  would  consent  to  open  Federal  street,  and  even  Swanson  street; 
the  latter  they  say  will  not  be  called  for  probably  in  thirty  years.  Can  a  stipulation  be  had  to  that  efibct? 
If  all  the  other  streets  and  alleys  are  not  vacated  immediately,  I  shall  abandcm  all  idea  of  improvement, 
and  the  building  of  the  14  will  be  suspended  until  another  site  can  be  procured.  I  have  desired  Mr.  Har- 
rison to  call  on  you,  with  Penrose  and  Humphreys,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  application  without 
delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  W.  JONES. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Esq.,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Navy  Department,  March  10,  1813. 

Sir:  Intending  to  construct  one  of  the  74  gun  ships,  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Navy 
yard  in  the  district  of  Southwark  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  several  streets 
and  alleys  originally  laid  out,  but  not  opened,  were  not  vacated  when  the  purchase  was  made  by  the 
United  States;  and,  as  the  opening  of  those  streets  and  alleys  would  render  the  site  altogether  unfit- for 
the  purposes  of  a  Navy  yard,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  solicit  such  representation,  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  as  to  your  wisdom  may  appear  proper,  in  support  of  the  expediency  of  passing  an 
act  vacating  the  streets  and  alleys  which  intersect  the  property  held  by  the  United  States,  as  a  Navy 
yard,  in  the  district  aforesaid. 

An  early  decision  is  very  desirable,  in  order  that  the  preparatory  measures  may  be  immediately  com- 
menced, or,  in  the  event  of  delay  or  adverse  determination,  abandoned  in  favor  of  some  more  eligible 
site;  which,  however,  would  be  attended  with  considerable  inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  public. 

The  attorney  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania  will  accompany  this  application  with  a  representation 
of  the  peculiar  objects  required,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  the  importance  of  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  duly  appreciated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


W.  JONES. 


M.\rch  18,  1813. 
Sir:  After  receiving  your  letters  relative  to  the  Navy  yard,  I  waited  several  days,  in  hopes  of  a 
visit  from  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Mr.  Penrose.     As  they  did  not  call  on  me,  (Mr.  Harrison 
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was  sick,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  was  absent,)  I  prepared  a  representation  to  the  governor,  agreeably  to 
your  request,  (conceiving  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  obtaining  a  decision  of  the  legislature,  at  the 
present  session,)  and  all  the  gentlemen  have  seen  it.  Mr.  Penrose  thinks  that  there  is  no  chance  of 
success,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  freeholders  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Navy  yard;  and  that  there 
is  no  chance  of  obtaining  their  concurrence,  without  excepting  both  Federal  and  Swanson  streets  from 
the  operation  of  the  proposed  vacating  law.  The  representation  (of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed)  will  show 
the  footing  on  which  I  have  placed  the  subject  before  the  governor.  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized 
to  go  further,  by  the  terms  of  your  letter. 

The  opening  of  Swanson  street  will  be  so  very  injurious,  (dividing  the  site  of  the  Navy  yard  into  two 
distinct  lots,  and  separating,  by  a  wide  thoroughfare,  a  comparatively  scanty  water  lot  from  the  main 
lot, )  that,  unless  the  legislature  makes  it  an  indispensable  cond  tion  of  passing  a  law  to  vacate  the  other 
streets,  your  reluctance  to  yield  the  point,  must,  I  think,  con  i.  ue.  In  the  form  in  which  the  question 
will  be  submitted,  upon  my  representation  to  the  governor,  the  k'g  slature  can  reject,  or  adopt,  or  modffy 
the  proposition;  and,  if  it  is  modified,  you  will  afterwards  have  .ui  opportunity  to  decide  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  improving  the  present  Navy  yard,  on  the  legislative  terms,  or  of  procuring  another  site  for  the 
establishment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Wm.  Jones,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PniLAnELPHiA,  March  16,  1813. 

The  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  ci  mpliance  with  the  request 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  respectfully  represents  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania: 

That,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1787,  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  regulate  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  to  lay  out  new 
streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  therein,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants.  The  act  provided  that  the 
commissioners  should  return  to  the  executive  a  correct  draft  or  plan  of  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys 
which  they  should  lay  out;  that  the  executive  (after  hearing  the  objections  of  any  person  aggrieved) 
should  adjudge  and  determine,  upon  such  return,  how  many,  and  which  of  the  said  streets,  lanes,  and 
alleys  should  be  public;  and  that,  after  recording  the  adjudication,  "  from  thenceforth  all  the  said  streets, 
lanes,  alleys,  and  roads,  so  adjudged,  should  be  forever  thereafter  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be 
public  highways,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State."  To  these  regulations,  it  was  added,  that 
although  it  would  not  be  necessary  immediately  to  open  the  specified  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads, 
yet,  in  order  to  provide  for  opening  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  increasing  improvements  should 
require,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  executive,  upon  the  petition  of  at  least  seven  freeholders  of  the 
district,  to  direct  any  one  or  more  of  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads  to  be  opened.  The  authority 
of  the  commissioners  was  executed;  their  plan  was  confirmed  and  recorded  by  the  executive;  but  the 
power  to  direct  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads  to  be  opened,  has  lately  been  transferred  to  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.     (See  Smith's  Laws,  2d  vol.,  435,  5th  vol.,  259.) 

That  on  the  day  of  1800,  the  United  States,  being  desirous  to  establish  a  Navy 

yard  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  purchased  the  present  site  from  the  owners  of  the  soil,  for  a  full  and 
valuable  consideration;  and  although  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  who  were  employed  to  make  the 
purchase,  were  aware  that  several  of  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  which  had  been  laid  out  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  29th  of  September,  1787,  would,  if  opened,  run  through  the  Navy  yard,  they  were 
encouraged  to  rely  for  relief,  in  that  respect,  on  the  great  benefit  of  the  establishment  to  the  neighborhood, 
and  on  the  known  disposition  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  facilitate  the  public  measures  of  the 
national  government. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Navy  yard  was  located  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  without 
previously  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  to  vacate  such  parts  of  the  projected 
streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads  as  would,  if  opened,  intersect  the  ground;  but  the  establishment  being 
publicly  made,  and  the  effect  of  opening  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads,  to  destroy  the  establishment, 
being  obvious,  the  agent  of  the  United  States  must,  it  is  presumed,  have  considered  an  application  for 
opening  the  roads,  as  improbable,  and  the  interposition  of  the  legislature,  if  necessary,  at  all  times 
attainable. 

That  it  appears,  from  the  executive  records,  that  some  years  ago  application  was  made  to  Governor 
McKean  for  opening  Federal  street,  (one  of  the  projected  streets,)  but  that  the  governor  did  not  then 
deem  it  expedient  to  authorize  that  part  of  the  street  to  be  opened  which  would  pass  through  the  Navy 
yard.  An  application  has,  however,  been  lately  made,  with  success,  to  the  court  of  general  quarter 
sessions  of  Philadelphia  county,  for  opening  the  whole  of  Federal  street;  and  it  is  understood  that  other 
applications  are  contemplated  for  opening  other  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads,  by  which  all  the  uses  of 
the  Navy  yard  must  be  destroyed. 

That  the  attention  of  the  government  has  been  drawn  to  the  present  subject  by  the  demands  of  the 
war  for  naval  accommodation,  and  more  particularly  by  the  design  of  constructing  two  public  ships, 
(a  seventy-four  and  a  frigate)  at  Philadelphia.  If,  however,  the  plan  of  opening  streets,  lanes,  alleys, 
and  roads  is  not  modified,  so  as  to  leave  the  Navy  yard  entire,  it  would  be  thought  a  waste  of  public 
money  to  make  improvement  there;  and  another  site  will  probably  be  sought  for  the  construction  of  the 
ships-of-war. 

Hence  it  becomes  of  importance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  to  ascertain,  without  delay,  how  far  the  legislature  of  Pennsylania 
shall  deem  it  expedient  to  interpose. 

That  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  district  attorney  expresses  a  just 
solicitude  for  the  interests  and  accommodation  of  the  inhabitatants  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  and 
aims  to  render  them  compatible  with  the  interests  and  accommodation  of  the  United  States.  Upon  his 
suggestion,  therefore,  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  changing  the  site  of  the  Navy  yard,   it  is 
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respectfully  proposed,  for  the  consideration  of  the  governor,  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  recommendation  to 
the  legislature,  whose  wisdom  will  adopt  or  modify  the  propositions: 

L  That  the  order  of  the  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  to  open  Federal  street  through  the 
Navy  yard  be  suspended  during  the  war;  and  that  the  same  be  afterwards  executed  upon  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  assembly,  without  opposition  by  the  United  States. 

2.  That  such  parts  of  the  projected  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  roads,  respectively,  as  run  through 
the  Navy  yard,  be  vacated. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Attorney. 


Pennsylvania,  Secretary's  Office,  March  31,  1813. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  governor,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  an  authentic 
copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  at  their  last  session. 
With  high  respect  and  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 
W.  Jones,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


An  act  to  suspend  the  opening  of  certain  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  in  the  district  of  Southwark. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  general  assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  regulate  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  in  the  district  of 
Southwark,  and  to  lay  out  new  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  therein,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  to  lay  out  the  roads  therein  mentioned  through  the  said  district  and  parts  of  the  township  of 
Moyamensing  and  Passyunk,  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  of  the  supplement  thereto,  passed  on  the  first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  as  authorizes  the  opening  of  any  street,  lane,  or  alley  through 
the  ground  now  occupied  as  a  Navy  yard  in  the  said  district,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
suspended  during  the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  until  such  ships  or 
vessels-of-war,  the  building  whereof  shall  be  commenced  during  the  continuance  of  the  existing  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  shall  have  been  completed,  launched,  and  equipped. 

JOHN  TOD,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

P.  C.  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  29th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

SLMON  SNYDER. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Commonwealth,  Harrisburg,  March  31,  1813. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  from  the  original  law,  remaining  amongst  the 
rolls  of  this  office. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  last  above  mentioned. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 

Pennsylvania,  set.: 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Simon  Snyder,  governor  of  the 

said  Commonwealth,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  sends  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  Nathaniel  B.  Boileau,  Esq.,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  certificate, 
is  secretary  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  duly  appointed  and  commissioned;  and  full  credit  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  given  to  his  official  acts  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
thirthy-seventh. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

By  the  governor. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 


E.jctract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  George  Harrison,  Esq.,  dated — 

April  9,  1813. 
I  have  several  of  your  letters  to  reply  to,  which  urgent  business  has  postponed.  The  act  of  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature  relative  to  the  Navy  yard  is  worse  than  nothing;  but  1  have  determined  to  go 
on  with  the  improvements  and  building  of  the  74,  provided  a  street  called  Wharf  street,  east  of  Swanson 
street,  is  not  laid  out  through  it.  If  it  is  not,  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  contract  for  the  materials, 
and  engage  Mr.  Davis  to  build  the  wharf,  &c. 
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Ejimcts  of  letters  from  George  Harrison,  Navy  agent,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

March  26,  1813. 
I  have  heard,   through  Mr.    Biddle,  that   your  application  has    met  with  success,  aud  the  streets 
intended  to  be  run  through  the  Navy  yard  vacated. 

April  6,  1813. 
The  secretary,  Boileau,  informed  Mr.  Dallas  by  letter,  under  date  1st  instant,  that  he  had  forwarded 
to  you  a  copy  of  the  act   passed  the  29th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  Navy  yard,  which,  I  presume,  has 
reached  you  ere  this. 

April  12,  1813. 
From  the  information  I  have  received,  Wharf  street  will  run  east  of  the  proposed  new  wharf  30 
feet;  hut  Mr.  Dallas  is  of  opinion  that  you  may  have  these  streets  vacated  for  100  years,  on  application 
to  the  legislature  early  the  next  session. 


Philadelphia,  Septemher  2,  1813. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  bill  for  taxes,  assessed  on  the  United  States  Navy  yard,  and  claimed  by  the  com- 
missioners, has  this  day  been  presented  for  payment  by  the  collector,  Alexander  Urquhart.     Must  it  be 
paid? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  GEORGE  HARRISON. 

To  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department,  Washington. 

United  States, 

To  Alexander  Urquhart,  Dr. 

For  taxes  of  the  Navy  yard  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  for  the  j-ear  1813. 

Pump  and  paving $160  00 

County 64  00 

Poor 96  00 

Health 20  00 


$340  00 


We,  the  undersigned,  do  certify  that  Alexander  Urquhart  is  collector  of  East  and  West  Southwark. 

JACOB  FITLER, 
ROBERT  TAYLOR, 
ISAAC  JOHNSON, 

Philadelphia,  SejAemher  1,  1813.  Commissioners. 


Navy  Department,  September  4,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  covering  bills  of  taxes  for  the  Navy  yard.    I  wish  to  know  what  the 
former  assessments  for  two  or  three  years  back  amounted  to. 

I  am,  respectfully,  W.  JONES. 

George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Philadelp)hia. 


Philadelphia,  Sqotemher  10,  1813. 

Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  held  on  the  9th 
instant,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz.: 

"  Resolved,  That  this  board  do  not  consider  themselves  justified  in  exonerating  the  oflBcer  of  the 
general  government,  having  the  care  of  the  Navy  yard,  from  such  improvements  as  are  essentially  neces- 
sary in  this  district." 

(Extract  from  the  minutes.)  JOHN  HUTTON,  Clerk. 


Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  December  12,  1817. 

Sir:  As  there  are  some  circumstances  relating  to  this  yard  with  which,  probably,  you  are  not 
acquainted,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  subjoin  the  following  statement  and  remarks,  for  your  consideration: 

The  Navy  yard  in  this  port  was  bought  under  the  full  impression  that  the  streets  intended  to  be  run 
through  it  would  be  vacated;  and  a  condition  was  made,  between  the  purchaser  and  seller,  that,  if  the 
streets  should  not  be  vacated,  the  sale  was  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect.  Nineteen-twentieths  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Southwark  signed  a  memorial  to  the  legislature  of  this  State,  praying  for  an  absolute  vaca- 
tion of  the  streets,  and,  for  a  time,  there  seemed  to  be  no  disapprobation.  As  soon,  however,  as  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  purchase  money  was  paid,  and  the  title  vested  in  the  Navy  Department,  an  opposi- 
tion was  created  to  the  vacation  of  the  streets,  and  interest  sufficient  was  raised  to  prevent  the  legisla- 
ture from  complying  with  the  wishes  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark.     The 
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matter  thus  rested  until  March,  1813,  when,  at  the  instance  of  the  general  government,  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  (a  copy  of  which  is  here  enclosed,)  authorizing  the  vacation  of  the  streets 
for  a  liiniU'd  period.  This  act  has  nearly  expired,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  a  renewal.  It  will 
be  advisable  that  a  communication  be  made  from  the  Navy  Department  to  the  governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth requesting  the  absolute  vacation  of  all  streets  that  are  intended  to  be  run  through  this  yard, 
excepting  Federal  street,  which  street  will  not  materially  affe'ct  the  property,  and  by  giving  it  up  freely 
it  may  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  opposition  which  may  be  made  to  the  vacation  of  the  other  streets. 
I  am,  by  no  means,  sanguine  that  such  a  proposition  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  legislature, 
but  it  may  be  as  well  to  ask  for  what,  if  taken  away,  would  render  this  yard  inconvenient  and  incom- 
plete. At  the  present  time,  Federal  street  is  the  only  one  which  is  asked  for,  the  state  of  improvement 
where  the  remaining  streets  intersect  not  being  in  sufficient  forwardness  to  warrant  the  opening  of  them. 

Accompanying  this  letter  you  will  receive  a  plan  of  the  Navy  yard,  with  the  diflerent  streets  marked 
thereon.  I  earnestly  recommend  a  purchase  of  a  lot  adjoining  the  Navy  yard,  now  occupied  as  a  rope 
walk,  which  may  otherwise  endanger  the  buildings  on  that  line;  for,  in  a  late  instance  of  a  serious  fire 
which  took  place  in  a  rope  walk  next  beyond  it,  our  buildings  were  in  great  danger.  This  would  add 
great  value  to  the  property,  and  enlarge  our  space,  and,  I  presume,  it  might  be  had  at  a  moderate  sum. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

•"       "^  A.  MURRAY. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  December  20,  1817. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the  plan  of  the  Navy  yard  and  copy  of  the  act  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  are  received. 

In  examining  the  original  deed  to  the  United  States,  I  do  not  perceive  any  condition  annexed  to  the 
sale  in  addition  to  the  running  of  the  contemplated  streets,  the  right  to  do  which,  if  interfering  with  the 
improvements  and  advantages  of  the  Navy  yard,  must  and  will  be  disputed  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. I  wish  you  to  infonn  me  whether  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  over  ceded  to  the  United 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  the  land  acquired  by  purchase;  and  to  state  more  explicitly  what  you  know  of 
the  condition  in  the  sale,  to  render  it  void  in  a  certain  event  taking  place.  After  hearing  further  from 
you  upon  the  subject,  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  United  States  district  attorney,  for  his  advice  and 
opinion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &«.,  B.  W.  CEOWNINSHIELD. 

Com.  Alexander  Murray,  Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  December  23,  1817. 

Sir:  I  lose  no  time  in  replying  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  and  I  applied  to  Mr.  Joshua  Hum- 
phreys, who  negotiated  the  purchase  of  this  property  for  the  Navy  Department. 

The  condition  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant  was  a  fact,  and  I  believe  this  condition  was 
made  in  consequence  of  doubts  being  entertained  whether  the  legislature  would  vacate  the  streets  or  not. 

The  streets  were  laid  out  by  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  assembly,  29th  September, 
1787,  fourteen  years  before  the  purchase  of  the  Navy  yard. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  never,  to  my  knowledge,  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  juris- 
diction of  this  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  A.  MURRAY. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  January  10,  1818. 
Sir:  I  regret  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  with  the  enclosed  papers  in  relation  to  the  Navy  yard 
at  Philadelphia.  Upon  examination  of  the  deeds,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  condition  annexed  to  the 
sale,  as  stated  by  Commodore  Murray;  and  should  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  refuse  to  cede  the 
jurisdiction  to  the  United  States,  the  property,  by  having  the  streets  continued  through  it,  will  be  ren- 
dered useless  for  the  purposes  of  a  Navy  yard.  The  original  proprietors  cannot  reasonably  expect  a 
restitution  of  the  property  by  refunding  the  amount  of  purchase,  as  its  value  must  be  very  much 
increased.  I  therefore  request  you  to  examine  into  the  subject,  so  far  as  to  give  me  your  opinion  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  property,  the  prospect  of  obtaining  an  act  of  cession  from  the  State,  and  how  far  the 
original  proprietors  can  claim  to  annul  the  sale  and  deeds  given  by  them,  if  unconditional. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  ^y.  CROWXINSHIELD. 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia,  January  19,  1818. 
Sir:  I  have  received  and  read  the  papers  enclosed  in  your  letter  dated  the  10th  inst.,  concerning  the 
Navy  yard.     But,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  g've  the  opinion  you  require,  without  having  either  an 
original  or  complete  copy  of  the  deed  of  conveyance,  on  which  I  apprehend  the  question  of  law  will  depend, 
I  must  defer  complying  with  your  request  until  you  favor  me  with  that  document. 
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In  the  meanwhile,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  as  it  appears  to  me  at  present  that  all  difficulties  may- 
be obviated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  as  the  passage  of  such  an  act  may  depend, 
in  a  great  measure,  on  the  personal  presence  and  assistance  of  some  agent  on  the  spot,  at  the  seat  of  the 
State  government,  it  is  desirable  to  know  whether  the  Navy  Department  would  pay  the  expenses  and 
compensation  of  such  an  agent. 

Without  State  cession  to  the  United  States,  I  fear,  from  my  present  incomplete  view  of  this  subject, 
it  will  be  involved  in  considerable  embarrassment;  and  in  case  of  a  recession  of  the  contract  of  sale,  no 
allowance  will  be  made  for  intermediate  enhancement  and  improvements  of  the  property. 

You  will  at  once  perceive,  therefore,  sir,  that  a  legislative  grant,  if  to  be  obtained,  is  the  shortest 
and  cheapest,  if  not  the  only  effectual  and  satisfactory  mode  of  arranging  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

The  Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Philadelphia,  3Iarch  23,  1818. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  act  of  assembly,  which,  having  been  introduced  in 
the  senate,  passed  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  20th 
inst.,  suspending  indefinitely  the  former  arrangements  for  opening  through  the  Navy  yard,  which  is  not 
to  be  done  without  written  consent  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  governor's  having  signed  this  bill,  which,  when  a  law,  will,  I  trust,  answer  the  purpose 
desired  as  to  this  business.  Should  it  be  deemed  important  that  an  act  of  cession  should  still  be  obtained 
from  the  State  to  the  United  States,  application  for  that  purpose  can  be  made  to  the  next  legislature 
with  all  the  advantages  of  deliberate  preparation. 

Their  present  session  ends  to-morrow,  which  left  no  time  for  the  attempt  this  year.  It  would,  more- 
over, have  hazarded  the  measure  already  accomplished  to  have  embarrassed  it  by  connection  with  the 
other. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  order  on  the  Treasury  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
my  extra  professional  services  in  this  transaction;  and  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  United  States  district  attorney,  Philadelphia,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

March  28,  1818. 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  suspending  the  former  arrangements  for  opening  streets  through  the  Navy  yard, 
at  Philadelphia. 


Navy  Department,  A2jril  21,  1818. 

Sir:  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the  papers  received  from  a  committee  of  the  district  of  Southwark, 
relative  to  the  continuation  of  Federal  street  to  the  water,  which,  it  appears,  will  take  off  from  the  Navy 
yard  an  angle  of  the  land  on  the  northwest  coi-ner. 

I  request  you  to  ascertain  correctly  the  quantity  of  ground,  in  square  feet,  thus  to  be  separated,  and 
to  state  to  me  fully  the  eifects  which  it  will  produce  upon  the  general  accommodation  and  convenience  of 
the  Navy  yard;  and  how  far,  in  your  opinion,  and  the  joint  opinion  of  others,  whom  you  may  think  proper 
to  call  upon,  it  would  be  expedient  to  comply  with  the  request,  and  the  injury,  if  any,  which  may  affect 
the  public  interest.  In  addition  to  which,  I  wish  to  know  the  estimated  value  of  the  ground;  how  it  is 
proposed  to  pay  for  it;  and  the  increased  necessity  arising  thei'efrom  to  build  the  wall  on  that  side  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Navy  yard;  and  how  far  the  proceeds  of  the  land  to  be  disposed  of  will  cover  the 
expense  of  building  the  whole  wall  around  the  Navy  yard.  You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  the 
object  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  in  order  that  the  subject  may  be  fairly  understood  before  a 
definite  answer  be  given  to  their  application. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  B.  ROMANS. 

Commodore  Alexander  Murray,  Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Philadelphia. 


Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  April  29,  1818. 

Sir:  I  should  have  replied  earlier  to  your  letter  of  the  21st,  respecting  this  Navy  yard,  as  relates  to 
the  communications  enclosed  therein  from  the  committee  appointed  by  the  corporation  to  solicit  of  you 
the  grant  of  a  continuance  of  Federal  street  through  this  yard. 

I  have  had  a  meeting  with  the  committee  yesterday,  and  also  some  respectable  citizens,  to  examine 
the  premises,  and,  I  believe,  I  fully  convinced  the  gentlemen  that,  should  that  street  be  continued, 
it  would  most  materialh'  cramp  us  as  to  the  remaining  space,  and  nearly  ruin  the  yard;  but,  to  deal 
with  them  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation,  to  make  the  district  some  recompense  for  the  streets  which 
they  have  lost,  and  to  prevent  all  future  collision  or  disquietude  on  the  subject,  I  have  proposed  to  grant 
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tliem,  with  your  approbation,  ten  or  twelve  feet  to  widen  Prime  street,  rcMch  is  too  narrow  at  jyresent, 
for,  in  case  of  fire  on  the  opposite  side,  our  building-s  might  be  in  danger;  and  in  order  to  give  an  easier 
entrance  from  Federal  street  into  Prime  street,  we  have  proposed  to  take  ofi'  the  corner  of  that  and 
Front  street,  fifty  feet  each  way,  as  will  appear  by  the  returned  draft.  These  arrangements  will  not 
prejudice  the  property,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  dotted  lines  on  the  draft,  and  be  satisfactory  to  the 
parties  concerned. 

To  open  Federal  street  would  take  off  25,000  feet.  The  gore  left  between  the  northern  side  of  Fede- 
ral and  south  side  of  Prime  street  would  contain  12,500;  to  widen  Prime  street  twelve  feet,  and  to  take 
off  the  northwest  corner  each  way,  that  is,  fifty  feet  on  Front,  fifty  feet  on  Prime  street,  would  take  off 
1,670  feet.     As  to  the  value  of  the  ground  yielded,  that  must  be  assessed  by  a  jury. 

Should  this  arrangement  meet  your  concurrence,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  yard  if  you 
will  consent  that  a  wall  should  be  built  without  delay,  at  least  on  Prime  street,  as  the  old  fence  is  quite 
decayed,  and  no  security  against  intruders. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  A.  MUERAY. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Nayy  Department,  May  8,  1818. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  with  a  sketch  of  the  strip  of  land  on  the  plot  of  the 
Navy  yard,  which  it  was  considered  advisable  to  cede  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  corporation, 
to  enable  ihem  to  widen  Prime  street,  I  agree  to  the  proposition,  and  authorize  you  to  take  the  proper 
measures  to  have  the  said  strip  of  land  valued  by  a  jury,  and  make  such  terms  for  the  payment  as  will 

enable  you  to  run  a  brick  wall  of feet  in  height  the  whole  length  of  Prime  street,  from  the  water  to 

Front  street.  The  fence  on  Front  street  may  be  so  repaired  for  the  present  as  to  keep  out  intruders  and 
others  from  the  Navy  yard.  When  the  value  of  the  ground  to  be  ceded  shall  be  fairly  estimated,  I  request 
you  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  cost  for  the  brick  wall,  in  order  to  see  how  far  the  land  will  pay  for  it,  or 
how  far  exceed  the  value. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Commodore  Alexander  Murray,  Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Philadelp'  ia. 


Navy  Yard,  Fhilade^Ma,  June  25,  1818. 

Sir:  Having  written  several  times  on  the  subject  of  necessary  improvements  to  this  yard,  which  has, 
in  some  measure,  been  delayed  for  want  of  information  from  the  board  of  commissioners  of  this  district, 
I  have  at  last  received  their  letter  on  the  subject,  which  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  for  consideration. 
The  sentiments  therein  expressed,  I  think,  are  liberal  and  just,  and  hope  you  will  decide  in  favor  of  thera 
and  that  you  will  direct  us  to  commence  the  operation  without  delay,  as  the  old  enclosure  affords  us  no 
security,  and  giving  up  the  small  slip  of  ten  feet  on  Prime  street  is  of  no  moment  or  loss  to  the  yard, 
but  adds  to  its  security  by  giving  us  a  wider  street,  and  separation  from  the  opposite  buildings,  in  case 
of  fire,  and  will  be  the  means  of  preventing  all  future  collision  of  parties ;  I  trust  you  will  accede  to  this 
proposition. 

It  is  true,  that  the  other  sides  of  this  site  are,  in  some  measure,  in  bettor  repair,  but  there  is  a 
necessity  for  an  entire  wall  all  round  the  premises;  we  shall  then  be  secure,  and  ultimately  it  will  be  a 
saving  to  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  A.  MUERAY. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Philadelphia  June  20,  1818. 

Sir:  Having  seen  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  you,  which  has  arisen  from 
one  we  did  ourselves  the  honor  to  write  to  him  by  direction  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  district 
of  Southwark,  and  supposing  one  of  the  objects  for  which  we  were  appointed  can  be  obtained  through 
you,  we  take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  you  the  purpose  fur  which  we  were  appointed,  and  the  justice  and 
equity  of  our  request.  On  the  application  to  the  legislature  of  this  State,  by  tlie  agents  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  vacation  of  the  streets  that  run  through  and  intersect  the  Navy  yard,  the  corporation  of 
the  district,  with  a  liberality  and  zeal  that  at  that  time  was  thought  praiseworthy,  unanimously  for- 
warded to  the  legislature  a  recommendation  of  the  application,  and  requested  their  inmiediate  represen- 
tatives in  that  body  to  forward  the  views  of  the  United  States  with  their  votes  and  influence,  under  the 
impression  that  Federal  street  would  not  be  included  in  the  vacation.  The  commissioners,  finding  the 
street  (which  is  of  most  importance  to  the  district,  and,  as  they  thought,  least  important  to  the  Navy 
yard)  vacated,  could  see  no  prospect  of  redress  but  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  directed  the  undersigned  to  address  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  opening  of  Federal  street,  and,  if  we  failed  in  that,  to  procure  the  widening  of  Prime  street. 
In  pursuance  of  this  duty,  we  addressed  a  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary,  to  which  we  have  received 
no  answer,  but  which  we  presume  has  produced  his  communication  to  you  on  that  subject. 

We  conceive  the  United  States  are  bound  in  justice  to  open  Federal  street,  it  being  so  very  impor- 
tant to  the  district,  unless  it  is  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  naval  establishment  that  it  must  not  be 
done.  If  so,  we  must  submit,  particularly  as  the  arm  of  law  is  (by  our  confidence)  taken  from  us,  and 
placed  in  the  power  of  the  general  government.  You  will  please,  sir,  to  recollect  that,  at  the  time  the 
commissioners  recommended  the  vacating  the  streets  through  the  Navy  yard,  tlie  district  had  the  legal 
right  to  said  streets,  without  making  any  compensation,  and  that  the  purchase  was  made  for  the  United 
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States,  subject  to  the  district  having  this  right,  yet  the  commissioners  never  once  thought  of  asking 
compensation  for  giving  up  said  streets;  this  was  from  a  desire  to  aid  the  general  government,  as  well 
as  from  a  belief  that  the  location  of  the  Navy  yard  would  be  an  advantage  to  this  district.  It  has  been 
intimated  to  us  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  willing  to  widen  Prime  street,  as  a  com- 
promise for  Federal  street,  on  condition  the  ground  should  be  valued  and  paid  for;  how  very  different 
this,  from  the  act  of  the  commissioners!  We  can  only  reply  to  this,  that  the  commissioners  have  no  funds 
that  they  can  appropriate  to  such  purposes,  without  a  breach  of  the  act  of  incorporation.  As  all  appro- 
priations for  opening  new  streets,  roads,  &c.,  by  law  fall  on  the  county  commissioners,  they,  not  being 
interested,  and  perhaps  not  bound  by  law,  will  refuse  to  pay  for  widening  this  street.  Now,  sir,  from 
your  knowledge  of  how  much  more  importance  Federal  street  would  be  to  this  district  than  the  widening 
of  Prime  street,  and  when  you  consider  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  in  this  business,  we  confidently 
trust  that  your  'interest  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be  used  for  the  widening  Prime 
street  without  requiring  any  compensation. 

We  are   sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble  servants, 

•^  J.  M.  LINNARD, 

PHINEAS  ELDRIGE. 
JOHN  TURNER,  Jr  , 

Committee. 
'  Alexander  JIurray,  Esq.,  V.  S.  Navy,  rhiladelphia. 


Na^-\'  Department,  July  14*  1818. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  authority  was  given  to  you  to  cede 
to  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  a  strip  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  Prime  street,  on  condition  that  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  ceded  as  aforesaid 
should  be  ascertained,  and  the  amount  thereof  paid  to  this  Department.  Since  that  time,  your  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  said  committee,  has  been  received;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  after  proper  deliberation  upon  the  subject,  and  considering  the  liberal  course  pursued 
by  the  corporation  of  Southwark,  has  given  his  assent  to  the  cession  of  the  said  strip  of  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  Prime  street,  without  requiring  from  the  corporation  any  compensation;  and  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  The  state 
of  our  appropriations  will  not  justify  at  this  time  the  erection  of  a  wall  around  the  whole  premises,  but 
you  will  please  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  length,  height,  and  probable  cost  of  a  wall  of  brick,  running 
the  entire  length  of  Prime  street,  from  the  water  to  Front  street,  and  it  will  be  decided  whether  the  same 
shall  be  built  during  the  present  season. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

BENJ.  HOMANS. 

Com.  Alex.  Murray,  Commandant  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Navy  Department,  August  23,  1823. 
Sir:  The  item  of  $703.50,  in  your  requisition  of  the  19th  instant,  to  pay  bills  rendered  by  the  collector 
of  taxes,  requires  explanation.     The  claim  is  entirely  new  to  me,  and  I  request  that  you  will  furnish  me 
with  information  as  to  the  grounds   on  which  such  a  charge  is  made  against  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Geo.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Philadeljyhia. 


Philadelphia,  August  25,   1823. 
Sir:  So  many  years  have  elapsed  since  taxes  were  assessed  and  paid  by  me  by  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  I  cannot  immediately  lay  my  hand  on  my  early  vouchers,  but  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  you 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible.     I  well  recollect  to  have  resisted  the  payment  for  a  long  time,  when  it 
was  finally  ordered  they  should  be  paid. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  GEO.  HARRISON. 

To  the  honorable  Smith  Thompson. 


Navy  Department,  March  15,  1824. 
Sir:  Let  the  taxes  assessed  on  the  United  States  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  be  paid,  but  with  an 
explicit  statement  that  the  payment  is  not  to  be  considered  as  an  admission  of  the  right  or  propriety  of 
demanding  it.     This  subject  will  be  investigated  as  soon  as  leisure  will  permit. 

We  are  not  subject  to  the  same  inconveniences  elsewhere,  and  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  the 
yard  and  station  altogether  than  to  submit  to  it  much  longer. 

I  am,  very,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia,  October  26,  1824. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  circular  of  the  21st,  and  its  enclosure;  and,  in  compliance  with  your  order, 
I  submit  the  following  in  relation  to  the  several  inquiries  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  25th  February,  1199,  provision  was  made  for  constructing  docks  for  the  con- 
venience of  repairing  th-e  public  ships  and  vessels,  under  the  direction  of  the  President.  In  pursuance  of 
this  act  a  site  was  purchased  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  conveyances  were  executed,  vesting  the 
property  in  the  United  States.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  executive  of  this  State  was  consulted, 
consent  asked,  or  obtained.  The  conveyances  were  made  from  several  individuals  direct  to  the  United 
States,  as  will  appear  from  the  following: 

One  deed  is  dated  20th  January,  1801,  from  William  and  John  Allen,  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
of  one  lot  or  piec<^of  g-round  containing  in  breadth,  on  Front  street,  9  perches  4|  feet,  and  in  length  or 
depth  about  46  perches,  to  the  river  Delaware. 

One  other  deed,  dated  20th  February,  1801,  from  Anthony  Morris,  of  this  city,  conveying  a  piece  of 
ground  containing,  on  Front  street,  and  adjoining  the  above,  14  perches  10  feet,  and  in  length  or  depth 
676  feet,  into  the  river  Delaware. 

One  other  deed,  dated  20th  February,  1801,  from  Luke  Morris,  of  New  Jersey,  conveying  a  lot  con- 
taining, on  Front  street,  and  adjoining  the  above,  9  perches  17  feet,  and  extending  into  the  Delaware. 

.  The  foregoing  three  lots  being  on  Front  street  33  perches  and  5|  feet  north  and  south,  and  extending 
from  east  to  west  into  the  Delaware. 

Application  was  made  in  the  year  1801,  to  the  legislature  of  this  State,  to  vacate  Swanson  street,  a 
street  running  north  and  south,  and  to  be  extended  through  the  Navy  yard,  but  it  was  rejected.  A 
second  application  was  made  in  1818,  when  a  law  was  passed  on  the  23d  of  March,  suspending  the 
previous  laws  relative  to  the  laying  out  of  the  streets  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  and  declaring  that  no 
street,  lane  or  alley  shall  at  any  time  be  opened  within  the  said  Navy  yard,  without  the  consent,  in 
writing,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  time  being,  first  had  and  obtained. 

This  embraces  all  the  circumstances,  relative  to  the  real  estate  held  for  naval  purposes  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  communicate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  GEOKGE  HARRISON. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  January  28,  1825. 
Sir:  The  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  is  regularly  taxed  by  the  State,  or  corporation  of  the  city,  every 
year,  and  the  government  is  obliged  to  pay  from  $400  to  $700  on  that  account. 

This  is  a  grievance  which  has  already  done  much  injury  to  the  establishment,  and  will  hereafter  do 
more.     It  is  the  only  instance  in  which  the  same  inconvenience  exists. 

Is  it  not  possible,  through  your  instrumentality,  to  obtain  such  a  law  from  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, now  in  session,  as  will  avoid  it  for  the  future  ? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Joseph  Hemphill,  in  Congress. 

A  similar  letter  was,  on  the  same  day,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  D.  H.  Miller  and  Hon.  S.  Breck. 


Washington  City,  January  29,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday,  on  the  subject 
of  the  tax  paid  on  the  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia. 

We  have  no  State  tax  in  Pennsylvania;  nor  does  the  authority  of  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia 
extend  so  far  south. 

I  presume  the  tax  to  which  you  refer  must  be  levied  in  pursuance  of  a  regulation  of  the  "  district 
of  Southwark,"  under  authority  derived  from  the  State  legislature,  which,  of  course,  cannot  be  annulled 
without  the  consent  of  that  "district."  Unfortunately,  the  people  of  Southwark  at  present  entertain 
unfriendly  feelings  toward  both  the  Navy  yard  and  State  legislature,  in  consequence  of  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  latter  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  a  street  or  streets  to  be  opened  through  the  former,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  improvements  along  the  river  Delaware,  below  the  Navy  yard.  I  will,  however, 
with  pleasure,  use  my  best  exertions  to  efl'ect  a  remedy  of  the  grievance  of  which  you  complain.  If  you 
are  certain  that  no  tax  is  imposed  on  either  of  the  other  Navy  yards,  I  presume  it  will  go  far  toward 
eflecting  the  object  in  respect  to  that  at  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  D.  H.  MILLER. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard. 


Washington,  January  31,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  this  month,  stating 
that  the  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  is  regularlj'  taxed,  and  asking  whether,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  State  legislature,  this  property  may  not  be  exempted  from  taxation. 

The  taxes  in  question  are  altogether  of  a  municipal  character,  because  we  have  no  State  tax ;  and 
there  are,  on  our  statute  book,  laws  exempting  certain  real  estate  from  corporation  and  other  taxation. 

I  have  sent  to  the  legislature  six  copies  of  your  letter,  with  a  request  that  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
they  were  addressed  would  take  the  subject  into  immediate  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient,  SAMUEL  BRECK. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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House  of  EEPRESE>fTATivES,  February  T,  1825. 
Dear  Sir:  I  forwarded  the  note  you  sent  me,  relating-  to  the  taxation  of  the  ground  at  tlie  navy  yard 
in  Philadelphia,  to  the  members  of  assembly  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  Harrisburgh. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  JOS.  HEMPHILL. 
Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Philadedphia,  March  12,  1825. 
Sir:    I   received   the   enclosed   notice   this    day.     Mr.    Collector   Snyder   is   anxious   to   touch  his 
commissions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

GEORGE  HAERISON. 
To  the  honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

"February,  14,  1825. 
"In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to  taxes  on 
certain  real  estate  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,' 

"notice. 

"You  are  herebj'  notified  that  the  following  taxes  are  due  and  unpaid  on  certain  real  estate,  situate 
in  the  district  of  Soutliwark,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  assessed  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit,  the  navy  yard  and  buildings: 

County $201  00 

Poor 274  TO 


$475  70 


"And  that,  if  the  said  taxes  are  not  paid  to  me  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  same  will  be 
registered,  and  that  an  addition  of  six  per  centum  will  be  charged  thereon  until  paid,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  February,  1824,  entitled  'An  act  relating 
to  taxes  on  certain  real  estate  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.' 

"My  residence  is  No.  271  South  Second  street,  county  of  Philadelphia. 

"GEORGE  C.  SNYDER,   Colhctor. 

"  George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent. 

"Received  Saturday  morning,  March  12,  1825." 


Navy  Department,  March  16,  1825. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  taxes  due  on  the  United  States  Navy  yard  and  buildings, 
as  per  notice  enclosed  in  vour  communication  of  the  12th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

George  Harrison,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,   Philadelphia. 


Navy  Department,  April  4,  1826. 
Sir:  By  a  letter  from  you,  dated  January29th,  1825,  I  was  informed  that  you  would  use  your  best 
exertions  to  relieve  the  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  from  taxation.     May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  to  inform 
me  what  means  were  used  and  the  result. 

I  wish  the  information  to  enable  me  to  answer  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Honorable  D.  H.  Miller,  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Washington  City,  April  5,  1826. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  state  tliat,  in  conformity  with  your  request  that  I 
would  use  iny  exertions  to  have  the  Navy  j^ard  at  Philadelphia  exempted  from  taxation,  I  enclosed  a  copy 
of  your  note  to  me  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  wrote  to 
several  other  members  of  the  legislature,  recommending  a  compliance  with  your  wishes,  but  am  not 
informed  what  measures  were  taken  in  relation  thereto.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  believe  that  if  the 
subject  was  brought  before  the  legislature,  it  was  not  finally  acted  upon. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  D.  H.  MILLER. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  , 
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Philadelphia,  April  20,  1826. 
Sir:  The  Philadelphi.a  chamber  of  commerce,  havinjy  ob.scrved  a  proceed  ng  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  institntinp;  an  inquiry  "  whether  taxes  have  been  imposed  or  paid  on  the 
Navy  yard  near  the  city  of  Pliiladilpliia,"  cdiiceivcd  it  a  duty  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  impropriety 
of  this' property  being  subject  to  taxntiim  midcr  the  authority  of  the  State;  this  opinion,  together  with  an 
assurance  that  so  far  as  the  influence  of  the  cliumber  extends  there  will  be  an  exertion  to  prevent  it,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  an  official  copy  of  a  resolution  which  passed  the  chamber  this  day. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
ROBERT  RALSTON,  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


Philadelphia,  April  20,  1826. 

The  chamber  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  yard  in  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia is  calculated  to  promote  not  only  the  general  interests  of  the  city,  but  also  its  commerce,  have 
observed  with  solicitude  that  an  assessment  for  taxes  has  been  made  or  contemplated  to  be  made  on  the 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  this  establishment,  a  measure  which  may  lead  to  injurious 
consequences;  it  is,  therefore, 

Pe  olved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  chamber  there  will  be  a  great  propriety  in  exempting  from  taxa- 
tion the  grounds,  with  tiie  improvements  thereon,  occupied  by  the  United  States,  within  the  enclosure  of 
the  Navy  yard,  and  that  so  far  as  the  influence  of  this  chamber  extends  it  will  be  exerted  with  the  State 
authorities  to  procure  such  exemption. 

True  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  a  meeting 
held  this  day. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  Svretanj. 


19th   Coxcress.]  No    314.  [1st  Se 


ON  THE  PROPRIETY  OF  CAUSING  THE  REMAINS  OP  THE  LATE  CAPTAIN  0.  H.  PERRY 
TO  BE  REMOVED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MAY  4,  1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  6th  day  of  February  last,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  causing  the  remains 
of  the  late  Captain  0.  H.  Perry  to  be  removed  to  the  United  States,  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  said  resolution,  and  they  are  of  opinion 
that  no  legislative  act  whatever  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  resolution.  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  application  has  been  made,  on  behalf  of  the  relatives  of  the  late  Captain  Perry,  to  the 
Navy  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  his  remains,  and  the  committee  do  not  doubt  that,  when- 
ever any  such  request  shall  be  made,  it  will  be  promptly  complied  with.  As  no  appropriation  can  be 
required  for  effecting  the  object  of  the  resolution,  it  being  within  the  power  and  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ment already,  whenever  an  application  for  the  purpose  shall  be  made  from,  or  on  behalf  of,  his  relatives, 
(and  whose  wishes  on  this  subject  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  expressed  or  known,  before 
the  Navy  Department  could,  with  propriety,  take  any  step  for  the  purpose,)  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  act  further  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  and  recommend  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  said  resolution. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  315.  [1st  Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM  TO  COMPENSATION  FOR  THE  USE  OF  CERTAIN  PATENTED  IMPROVEMENTS 
IN  SHIP  BUILDING. 


COMMUNICATED   TO 


THE    HOUSE    or    REPRESENTATIVES   MAY    6,    1826. 


Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Thomas 
and  John  L.  Sullivan, 


That  the  said  John  Thomas  represents  in  the  said  petition  that  he  has  invented  certain  improvements 
in  the  building  of  ships— in  framing  them  so  as  to  prevent  decay,  in  planking,  and  in  various  other 
respects,  and  that  he  is  also  the  inventor  of  certain  labor-saving  machines,  and  of  improvements  in  rail- 
way docks,  for  many  of  which  said  inventions  and  improvements  he  alleges  that  he  has  obtained  patents 
from  the  United  States.     He  further  states  that  some  of  these  inventions  and  improvements  have  been 
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used  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  all  of  great  utility,  and  deserving  of  the 
patronage  of  Congress.  He  prays  that  Congress  would  grant  him  some  equitable  compensation  for  the 
use  and' benefit  of  his  patented  improvements,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  to  which  his  exclusive 
privileges  extend,  if  they  shall  be  found  from  experience  to  be  of  utility;  and  the  said  John  L.  Sullivan, 
who  alleges  that  he  is  interested  in  the  said  application,  joins  with  the'  said  Thomas  in  the  said  petition. 

The  said  petition  is  unaccompanied  with  any  proofs  or  authentic  documents  relative  to  the  allega- 
tions therein  contained,  and  the  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  petition,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  316.  [1st  Session. 

ON  A  CLAIM   TO    FAY  AS  A  SEAMAN,   WITHHELD  FOR  ALLEGED  DESERTION. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES    MAY  6,    1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  papers  of  James 

P.  Durand,  reported: 

That  the  said  James  P.  Durand  represents  that  he  was  a  seaman,  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1804  for  the  term  of  two  years;  that  he  served  out  the  said  time,  and  for  some 
months  afterwards,  and  returned  from  the  Mediterranean  service  to  the  United  States  in  the  ship  Consti- 
tution, in  the  fall  of  the  year  1807,  the  said  ship  having  then  arrived  at  the  port  of  Boston;  that  she  was 
ordered  round  to  New  York,  and  the  petitioner  went  on  shore  the  day  before  she  sailed  and  did- not  return 
to  the  ship  before  she  left  Boston,  on  the  next  day;  that  he  took  passage  on  board  a  brig  (the  Betsy) 
bound  to  France,  but  intending  to  touch  at  New  York;  that  she  was  blown  off  the  coast,  and  went  direct 
to  France.  The  petitioner  now  alleges  that  he  did  not  intend  to  desert  from  the  Constitution,  but  that 
on  the  night  before  the  ship  sailed  he  was  engaged  in  a  frolic,  overslept  himself  next  morning,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  the  Constitution  sailed  without  him. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  satisfactorily  shown  what  the  intention  of  the  petitioner 
was  in  going  ashore  and  absenting  himself  from  the  ship,  and  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  give  any  relief 
in  this  case  by  act  of  Congress,  and  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  317.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  INCREASING  AND  REORGANIZING  THE  MARINE  CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    6,    1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  and  reorganizing  the  marine  corps,  reported: 

That  the  present  number  of  privates  in  the  marine  corps,  authorized  by  law,  (act  of  3d  March,  1817,) 
is  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  tlie  distribution  of  the  corps  is  exhibited  in  the  document  accompanying 
this  report,  marked  No.  1,  C.  Since  this  return  was  furnished,  requisitions  have  been  further  made  on 
the  said  corps  for  men  to  serve  in  the  Macedonian,  Vincenncs,  and  Lexington,  which  are  ordered  to  be 
fitted  for  sea.  Tlie  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  public  service  indispensably  requires  that  the  num- 
ber of  privates  in  the  said  corps  should  be  augmented.  The  marines  now  serving  at  the  Navy  yard  can- 
not be  withdrawn  from  their  duties  without  serious  inconvenience  and  injury  to  the  service,  and  the 
number  of  them  now  on  duty  at  the  said  yard  is  not  more  than  adequate  to  the  duties  required  of  and 
necessary  to  be  performed  there.  The  conmiittee  respectfully  refer  the  House  to  the  communication  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  of  the  3d  of  May,  instant,  and  the  correspondence  accom- 
panying the  same,  as  showing  the  urgent  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  privates  in  the  said  corps 
at  this  time.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  the  public  interest  requires  any  augmentation  to 
the  number  of  officers.  They  are  of  opinion  that, the  additional  number  of  200  privates  will  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  service,  and  have  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported  for  that  purpose. 


Navy  Department,  May  3,  1826. 
Sir:  That  you  may  be  fully  .np)irised  of  the  situation  of  the  marine  corps  at  the  present  time,  I  hare 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  commandant  of  that  corps,  and  also  of 
my  reply  to  the  same. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 
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Head-Quakters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  May  2,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  marine  corps  has  now  rather  more  than  its  legal  strength,  imd  that 
guards  are  to  be  furnished  for  the  Macedonian  and  Vincennes,  and  the  guard  of  the  Brandywine  to  be 
completed,  fifteen  of  her  guard  having  been  detained  in  the  Mediterranean  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
the  squadron,  by  order  of  Commodore  Rodgers.  You  are  already  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
guards  at  the  different  navy  yards,  and  of  their  inadequacy  to  the  protection  of  the  public  property 
within  them. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  public  service,  to  make  this  statement,  in  order  that  no 
responsibility  may  rest  on  me  in  case  of  any  public  loss  from  this  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  HENDERSON,  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Colonel  Smith,  sayiog  that  the  Vincennes  would  require  a 
guard  in  a  few  days.  I  am  unable  to  furnish  it,  as  the  corps  is  now  distributed.  Unless  one  of  the 
guards  at  the  yard  is  removed,  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  guard. 


Navy  Department,  May  3,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  reporting  the  situation  of  the  corps,  and  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  the  guards  required  by  the  vessels  now  fitting  for  sea.     Should  no  provision  be  made  for 
the  increase  of  the  corps  before  the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress,  I  shall  direct  two  or  more  of  the 
guards  at  our  Navy  yard  to  be  broken  up,  and  supply  their  places  by  watchmen. 

In  the  meantime,  no  order  can  well  be  given  on  the  subject.     You  will  delay  furnishing  a  guard  for 
_the  Vincennes,  and  may,  if  necessary  to  provide  for  the  Lexington  and  Macedonian,  take  part  of  those  in 
'the  Brandywine.     Their  places  may  be  supplied  before  that  vessel  is  ready  for  sea. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  ,&c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieut.  Colonel  A.  Henderson,  Comviandant  Marine  Corps,  Head-Quarterft. 


No.  1.— C. 
Distrihdion  of  the  marine  corps. 


North  Carolina,  74  . . . 
Frigate  Brandywine.  . 
Frigate  United  States 
Frigate  Constitution  . 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Corvette  John  Adams . 

Sloop  Hornet 

Sloop  Peacock 

Sloop  Cyane 

Sloop  Erie 

Sloop  Ontario 

Brig  Spark   

Schooner  Grampus  . .  . 

Schooner  Shark 

Schooner  Porpoise  .  .  . 

Schooner  Fulton 

Schooner  Alert 

Sloop  Boston 


Total  at  sea . 
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At  head-quarters. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.  318.  [1st  Session. 

ON   THE   EXPEDIENCY  OF  CONSTRUCTING  DRY  DOCKS  FOR   REPAIRING   SHIPS-OF-WAR. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY  8,     1826. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  3uth  of  March  last,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  constructing  at  one  or 
more  of  tlie  navy  yards  of  the  United  States,  a  dry  dock,  for  receiving,  examining,  and  repairing 
ships-of-war,  reported: 

That  they  deem  the  subject  one  of  very  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  They  coincide 
fully  with  the  views  of  the  Department  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  construction  of  dry  docks,  as  well  for 
convenience,  as  economy  in  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  our  navy.  But  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  such  work  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  commenced,  until  more  accurate  and  minute  information  shall 
be  obtained  of  the  proper  location,  extent,  and  cost  of  such  docks  as  our  service  may  require.  They, 
therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution:        ^ 

Resolution  directing  surveys  and  estimates  for  dry  docks. 

Resolved,   by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   United  States  of  America,  in  Congre.i^s 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  cause  an  examination  and  accurate  survey  to  be  made, 


by  a  skillful  engineer,  of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock,  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Gosport,  Virginia,  and  that  such  engineer  be  required  to 
state'the  dimensions  necessary  for  such  docks,  the  advantages  of  each  of  the  above  named  places  for  such 
establishment,  the  objections  that  apply  to  either,  with  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  suitable 
site,  and  of  constructing  a  dock  at  each  of  said  places;  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate the  same  to  Ccmgress  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session. 

(This  resolution  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  the  22d  of  May, 
1826.) 


19th  Congress.]  No.   319.  [2d  Sessio;;. 

ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   THE   NAVY,  SHOWING   THE  CONDITION  OP 
THE  NAVY  IN  THE  YEAR  1826. 

communicated,    with   the    president's    MESSAGE,    DECEMBER    5,    1826. 

The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  the  Secretaij 
of  the  Navy: 

On  the  2d  January,  1823,  the  law  entitled  "An  act  to  Lincrease  the  navy  of  the  United  States  " 
authorized  the  building  of  four  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  74  guns  each,  and  six  ships  to  rate  44  guns 
each. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1816,  the  law  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  "  was  passed,  and  authorized  the  building  of  nine  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  14  guns  each, 
and  twelve  ships  to  rate  not  less  than  44  guns  each,  including  within  these  numbers  one  74  and  three  44 
gun  ships,  authorized  by  the  preceding  act.  By  these  two  laws,  therefore,  twelve  ships  of  not  less  than  74 
guns,  and  fifteen  ships  of  not  less  than  44  guns,  were  directed  te  be  built. 

Of  these  twelve  74s,  seven  have  been  launched,  and  five  are  in  various  stages  of  forwardness.  Of 
the  fifteen  44s,  one  was  burnt  on  the  stocks  in  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington,  in  the  year  1814,  and  may 
be  considered  as  replaced  by  the  one  lately  purchased;  four  have  been  launched;  seven  are  on  the  stocks; 
and  the  frames  of  the  remaining  three  have  been  contracted  for.  (See  paper  I,  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  Navy  Commissioners.) 

By  the  law  of  the  2d  January,  1813,  $2,500,000  were  appropriated;  by  that  of  29th  April,  1816,  and 
a  subsequent  law  of  3d  March,  1821,  $8,000,000  were  appropriated  to  carry  the  object  of  those  laws  into 
execution,  amounting  in  all  to  $10,500,000.  The  appropriation  of  $8,000,000  included  a  previous  sum  of 
$600,000  for  "  the  purchase  and  supply  of  a  stock  of  every  description  of  timber  required  for  ship  building 
and  other  naval  purposes."  This  appropriation  expires  with  the  present  year.  It  was  not  founded  on 
any  specific  estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  and  equipping  the  number  of  vessels  authorized,  and  is  not 
sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object.  What  addition  may  be  necessary,  there  are  not  competent  means 
within  the  reach  of  the  Department  at  this  time  to  ascertain  with  accuracy.  Nothing  more,  however,  will 
be  reqiiired  during  the  next  year,  as  there  remain,  of  the  former  appropriations,  about  $800,000,  which  is 
more  than  can  be  usefully  expended. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1816,  there  were  three  ships  of  the  line,  the  Independence, 
Washington,  and  Franklin;  four  frigates  of  the  1st  class,  the  Constitution,  United  States,  Guerriere,  and 
Java;  and  three  of  the  2d  class,  the  Congress,  Constellation,  and  Macedonian.  These,  added  to  the  num- 
ber authorized  by  the  law  before  mentioned,  and  the  frigate  purchased  in  August  last,  under  the  authority 
of  the  law  of  17t|»Iilay,  1826,  will  give,  when  they  are  all  completed,  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  seventeen 
frigates  of  the  1st  class,  and  three  frigates  of  the  2d  class;  to  which  may  be  added  the  Fulton,  which 
is  used  at  present  as  a  receiving  ship  at  New  York. 

There  are  also  in  our  navy  two  ships  of  24  guns  each,  the  Cyane,  captured  in  1815,  and  the  John 
Adams;  and  four  .sloops-(if-war  of  18  guns;  to  these  were  added,  by  the  law  of  3d  March,  1825,  ten  sloops- 
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of-war,  to  carry  not  less  than  twenty  guns;  making,  when  completed,  sixteen  vessels  of  nearly  the 
same  class,  and  which  may  be  ranked  under  the  denomination  of  sloops-of-war.  There  are  also  four 
schooners  of  12  guns,  and  three  other  vessels  used  as  receiving  ships. 

In  the  report  from  this  Department,  of  the  2d  December,  1825,  it  was  stated  that  three  of  the  sloops- 
of-war  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1825,  would  be  completed  within  the  year.  Since  that  time 
those  three  have  been  finished,  and  are  now  at  sea.  One  has  been  recently  launched;  will  be  immediately 
put  in  commission.  The  others  arc  far  advanced,  and  the  whole  would  have  been  entirely  completed  if 
the  contractors  for  certain  portions  of  the  materials  had  not  produced  disappointment,  by  failing  to  com- 
ply with  their  contracts  within  the  times  specified.  They  will  all  be  launched  during  the  next  year,  and 
may  be  ready  for  sea  iu  six  weeks  after  launching,  if  no  diflSculty  should  be  experienced  in  procuring 
seamen.     (See  paper  I.) 

From  this  statement  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  naval  force,  authorized  by  law,  consists  of  twelve 
ships  of  the  line,  (exclusive  of  two  on  Lake  Ontario,)  seventeen  frigates  of  the  1st  class,  three  frigates  of 
the  2d  class,  sixteen  sloops-of-war,  four  schooners  of  12  guns,  and  3  other  vessels.  The  whole  of  these,  with 
the  exception  of  three  of  the  frigates,  could  be  prepared  for  active  service  at  sea  in  a  few  months,  should 
the  situation  and  interests  of  the  nation  demand  their  employment.  For  their  names  and  other  particu- 
lars I  refer  to  paper  I,  and  Naval  Register  of  1827. 

By  the  law  of  9th  March,  1814,  ths  sura  of  $500,000  was  appropriated  "for  the  purpose  of  building, 
equipping,  and  putting  into  service  one  or  more  floating  batteries,  adapted  to  attack,  repel,  or  destroy 
ships  of  the  enemy  which  might  approach  the  shores  or  enter  the  waters  of  the  United  States."  This  law 
was  executed  in  part  by  the  purcliase  of  one  steam  engine,  and  the  building  of  one  vessel,  the  Fulton. 
In  other  respects  it  has  been  unexecuted,  iu  consequence,  it  is  presumed,  of  the  peace  which  soon  suc- 
ceeded its  enactment. 

By  the  3d  section  of  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  passed  in  April,  1816,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  procured  the  steam  engines  and  all  the  imperishable  materials  neces- 
sary for  building  and  equipping  three  steam  batteries  on  the  most  approved  plan,  and  best  calculated 
for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States.  The  frames  of  the  three  vessels  have  beeu 
procured;  two  of  the  engines  with  all  their  appurtenances,  and  part  of  the  third  engine  purchased. 

The  steam  engines  and  vessels  procured  were  of  the  best  construction  known  at  the  time;  it  is 
probable  that  others,  of  more  approved  form,  both  for  economy  and  power,  might  now  be  obtained. 

This  is  a  subject  to  which  it  is  presumed  legislative  attention  will,  before  long,  be  directed.  By  the 
law  just  referred  to,  it  is  manifest  that  Congress,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  looked  to  this  species  of 
vessels  as  an  efficient  means  of  protection  for  our  ports  and  harbors;  and  subsequent  experience  and 
improvements  have  justified  the  opinion. 

The  powerful  agency  of  steam  has  been  constantly  yielding,  both  in  point  of  economy  and  skill,  to 
the  improvements  of  the  age,  and  there  can  now  be  little  hazard  in  anticipating  that,  at  no  very  distant 
period,  it  will  be  employed  in  propelling  a  large  number  of  the  vessels  used  for  the  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontiers  of  all  countries;  and  in  none  can  they  be  used' with  more  advantage  than  in  this.  The 
peculiar  formation  of  our  coast,  harbors,  and  estuaries  renders  them  an  indispensable  addition  to  the 
line  of  fortifications  and  defences  which  the  nation  is  constructing  with  such  prudent  forecast. 

A  minute  detail  of  the  employments  and  services  of  our  armed  vessels  at  sea  does  not  seem  to  be 
required.  The  year  has  presented  few  incidents  which  are  uncommon,  of  deep  interest,  or  requiring 
legislative  action.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  all  our  squadrons,  that  they  have  enjoyed  good  health,  have 
faithfully  performed  the  duties  entrusted  to  them,  doing  credit  to  the  skill  and  patriotism  of  our  officers, 
and  justifying  the  expense  to  which  the  nation  is  subjected  in  supporting  them.  Paper  M  furnishes  a 
list  of  the  vessels  in  commission,  with  their  stations.  It  will  be  perceived  that  few  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  vessels  employed  in  active  service. 

The  frigate  Brandy  wine  and  sloop-of-war  Erie  have  returned  from  the  Mediterranean;  the  former  to 
relieve  the  frigate  United  States;  the  latter  is  in  ordinary,  and  her  place  will  in  a  few  days  be  supplied 
by  the  new  sloop-of-war  Warren,  Master  Commandant  L.  Kearny. 

The  West  India  squadron  has  been  diminished:  1st.  By  the  sale  of  the  brig  Spark,  she  being  so  far 
decayed  that  it  "was  not  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  repair  her;"  2d.  By  placing  the 
schooner  Fox  at  Baltimore  as  a  receiving  vessel,  she  being  in  such  a  state  that  she  could  not  any  longer 
be  profitably  employed  as  a  cruising  vessel;  and,  3dly.  The  store  ship  Decoy  has  been  sold,  such  arrange- 
ments having  been  made  as  rendered  her  no  longer  useful. 

The  Brazilian  squadron  remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  consisting 
of  the  Macedonian,  Cyaue,  and  Boston. 

The  Pacific  squadron  has  not  in  any  respect  been  changed,  but  the  Brandywine  and  Vincennes  are 
on  their  passage  to  relieve  the  frigate  United  States  and  sloop-of-war  Peacock.  It  was  the  purpose  of 
the  Department  to  add  to  the  relief  squadron  the  sloop-of-war  Lexington,  but  other  employment  became 
necessary  for  her,  under  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  That  vessel  has  been  employed  in  a  cruise  among 
the  fisheries,  and  in  the  melancholy,  yet  grateful  duty  of  removing  the  remains  of  Commodore  Perry,  and 
will  now  be  sent,  for  a  time,  to  the  West  Indies. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  18th  of  May  last,  directing 
"  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  instructed  to  '  cause  the  remains  of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry 
to  be  removed  from  the  Island  of  Trindad,  in  a  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  same 
conveyed  to  Newport,  State  of  Rhode  Island,' "  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  a  vessel  could  be 
commissioned  for  that  purpose,  and  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  safety  of  those  employed  would  permit, 
dispatched  the  sloop-of-war  Lexington,  under  the  command  of  Master  Commandant  William  B.  Shubrick, 
with  such  instructions  as  were  supposed  proper  on  an  occasion  so  interesting  to  the  national  feeling,  and 
with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vaughan,  the  British  minister  in  this  country,  to  the  Governor  of  Trindad,  to  both 
of  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Department  are  due  for  the  facilities  afforded  in  accomplishing  the  object. 
Master  Commandant  Turner,  who  was  with  Commodore  Perry  at  the  moment  of  his  death,  and  attended 
his  funeral,  was  directed  to  accompany  Master  Commandant  Shubrick.  Information  was  also  given  to 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  Commodore  Perry,  in  Uhoilr>  Island,  that  llu'v  might  be  enabled  to  make 
suitable  preparations  for  receiving  and  paying  fnin'inl  hmuTs  to  his  remains.  The  Lexington  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  I  am  this  iiM.ninit  aiiimsnl  liiai  she  reached  Newport  on  the  27th 
of  November.  The  instructions  and  correspondence  of  the  Depaitmcnt  on  this  subject,  with  the  report 
of  Master  Commandant  Shi'brick,  are  annexed,  marked  N. 
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The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  has  remained,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Eodgers,  and 
been  actively  and  usefully  employed  in  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  powers  bordering  on  that  sea, 
and  in  aflfording  protection  to  our  commerce  and  interests.  Some  extracts  from  his  correspondence, 
marked  0,  will  explain  the  nature  of  the  services  of  the  squadron,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  performed. 

The  presence  of  a  respectable  naval  force  in  that  quarter  is  demanded  by  our  growing  commerce, 
and  by  the  continued  and  perhaps  increasing  dangers  to  which  it  is  subjected  by  the  present  state  of  the 
contest  between  Greece  and  Turkey.  Several  of  the  vessels  will  return  home  in  the  course  ofthe  year, 
but  their  places  will  be  supplied  by  others.  Private  letters  just  received  prove  that  piracies  of  the 
worst  kind  are  daily  increasing,  and  that  our  force  cannot  safely  be  diminished. 

The  squadron  in  the  Pacific  has  continued  to  be  useful  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  The  termi- 
nation of  active  war  between  Spain  and  the  South  American  governments  bordering  on  that  ocean  has 
relieved  our  commerce  from  some  of  the  evils  under  which  it  suffered;  but,  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
governments  and  people,  with  the  mass  of  individuals  who  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  on  the 
land  and  the  water,  expose  it  to  others  which  require  the  presence  and  active  exertions  of  a  competent 
naval  force  on  the  whole  coast,  from  California  to  Cape  Horn. 

Commodore  Jones,  one  of  our  most  experienced  and  prudent  officers,  has  been  ordered  to  succeed 
Commodore  Hull  in  the  command  of  the  squadron,  and,  should  the  force  already  sent  not  be  sufficient  to 
protect  our  interests,  an  addition  to  it  will  be  made  if  practicable. 

Our  extensive  interests  in  every  part  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  difiSculties  which  not  unfrequently 
occur  in  the  neighborhood  of  many  of  the  islands,  render  the  occasional  presence  of  a  public  force  among 
them  very  important  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Department  that  Commodore  Hull  should,  previous 
to  his  return,  visit  the  Society  and  Sandwich  Islands,  look  to  the  interests  of  our  commerce  there, 
acquire  a  better  knowledge  than  is  now  possessed,  both  of  its  extent  and  necessities,  and  of  the  best 
means  and  mode  of  defending  and  promoting  it.  But  his  duties  on  the  coast  have  forbidden  him  to  be 
absent;  he  has,  however,  under  the  orders  of  the  Department,  dispatched,  at  different  times,  the  Dolphin 
and  Peacock,  to  accomplish  those  objects  as  far  as  practicable.  The  report  of  their  cruises  has  not  yet 
reached  the  Department. 

Information  was  received  of  war  between  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  soon  after  the  Cyane  sailed,  in 
December  last,  which  rendered  an  additional  number  of  vessels  there  necessary.  These  were  provided 
under  the  act  of  appropriation  of  5th  April,  1826,  and  the  new  sloop-of-war  Boston,  Master  Commandant 
B.  V.  Hoffman,  sailed  on  the  11th  April;  the  frigate  Macedonian,  Commodore  Biddle,  on  the  13th  June. 

The  presence  of  this  force  in  that  quarter  has  been  essentially  useful,  by  the  relief  which  it  has 
afforded  to  our  vessels  and  fellow-citizens  in  many  cases,  and  by  the  impression  which  it  has  produced, 
that,  if  assailed,  protection  was  at  hand. 

The  Emperor  of  Brazil  established  a  blockade  of  an  extensive  coast,  resting  solely  upon  principles 
which  have  been  uniformly  resisted  by  our  government;  its  operation  has,  to  a  great  degree,  been  coun- 
teracted by  the  interposition  of  our  officers,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  correspondence, 
marked  Q  and  E. 

The  view  of  our  interests  in  the  West  Indies,  so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  services  of  the 
navy,  is  more  gratifying  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  four  years.  The  zeal,  enterprise,  and  skill  of 
our  officers,  which  received  commendation  in  the  last  annual  report,  have  continued  to  merit  it;  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  add  that  not  one  case  of  piracy,  within  the  range  of  the  cruising  grounds  of  our  squadron, 
has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department.  The  health  of  the  officers  and  men  has  also 
received  strict  attention,  and  has  been  preserved  to  as  great  an  extent  as  on  any  other  station.  (See 
paper  S.)  Commodore  Warrington  has  been  invited  to  the  Navy  Board,  and  Captain  Ridgley  appointed  to 
succeed  him. 

The  benefits  resulting  from  the  cruise  of  the  schooner  Porpoise  over  the  fishing  grounds  at  the 
northward,  during  the  last  year,  confirmed  the  propriety  of  sending  a  vessel,  during  the  late  fishing 
season,  to  perform  a  like  service.  Master  Commandant  Shubrick,  sailed  in  the  Lexington  for  that  pur- 
pose, from  New  York,  on  the  12th  Juue,  and  returned  on  the  4th  September;  having  in  the  meantime 
examined  the  greater  part  of  the  coasts  and  shores  frequented  by  our  fishermen.  His  reports,  a  copy  of 
some  of  which  accompany  this  communication,  show  that  much  good  has  resulted  from  the  attention  of 
government  to  this  important  interest  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  will  be  well  not  to  relax  on  this  subject. 
More  diversified  and  extensive  benefits  are  not  produced  by  the  employment  of  any  one  of  our  public 
vessels.     (See  paper  T.) 

A  law  of  3d  March,  1825,  appropriated  $100,000  for  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  yard  and  depot  on 
the  coast  of  Florida.  By  the  report  from  this  Department,  of  2d  December,  1825,  Congress  was  informed 
of  the  measures  which  had  been  taken  to  execute  the  law,  and  of  the  selection  which  had  been  made. 
Since  that  time  the  yard  has  been  laid  out,  the  wharves,  buildings,  &c.,  located,  and  the  whole  are  satis- 
factorily progressing  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy.  There  still  remain 
unexpended  about  $60,000,  which  will  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  whole,  as  the  erection  of  works  in 
that  portion  of  the  Union  is  very  expensive. 

On  the  10th  day  of  May  last  a  letter  was  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inquiring  "whether  the  arrangements  made  by 
the  Department  for  executing  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  lor  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  would 
be  injuriously  interfered  with  if  the  building  of  one  of  the  f'l  i-atis  authorized  by  that  act  should  be 
suspended  for  the  present,  and  the  timber  for  her  frame  secured,  and  the  government  be  authorized  to 
purchase,  in  lieu  of  such  frigate,  for  the  naval  service,  a  ship  of  equal  or  rather  superior  force,  if  the 
same  can  be  procured  for  the  United  States  on  advantageous  terms."  This  letter  was  received  and 
answered  the  12th  of  that  month.  On  the  llth  May  a  law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  President  "to 
cause  the  building  of  one  of  the  ships  to  be  suspended,  and  to  cause  to  be  purchased  a  ship  of  not  less 
than  the  smallest  class  authorized  to  be  built." 

In  the  execution  of  this  law,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  2nth  of  May,  appointed  Commodores 
Bainbridgc,  Chaiinci'y,  ami  Jones  to  examine  two  vessels,  then  lying  ut  New  York,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  an<l  lurnish  ii  lull  report  of  their  state  and  i|iialilies,  with  an  estimate  of  their  value.  On 
the  21st  of  June  they  repuited  that  they  had  examined  the  t\vii  ships,  and  thought  the  one  called  the 
Liberator  the  best  adapted  to  the  public  service  of  the  United  States;  that  from  her  form  and  dimensions 
they  should  judge  favorably  of  her  qualities,  and  estimating  her  value  at  $233,510.97. 
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Controversies  having  arisen  between  the  persons  interested  in  the  vessel,  which  were  submitted  to 
arbitration,  some  delay  took  place  in  making  the  purchase,  but  instructions  were  eventually  given  to  the 
Navy  agent  at  New  York  to  lay  the  papers  before  tlio  district  attorney,  and  obtain  from  him  an  opinion 
as  to  the  right  and  power  of  the  arbitrators  to  transfer  the  title  to  the  United  States.  In  obedience  to 
instructions,  and  with  tlir  appiolmlion  i.l'all  jicrsons  concerned  and  interested  in  it,  he  made  the  purchase 
for  the  sum  estimated  as  tlir  vabic,  and  the  vessel  is  now  at  the  Navy  yard  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  She  is  a 
valuable  ship,  calculated  Id  i»Ti'iiiiu  mncli  scr\-ice,  and  will  be  fitted  for  sea  in  a  short  time.  The  papers 
relating  to  the  execution  of  this  law  will  be  found  annexed,  and  marked  U. 

In  compliance  with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  22d  May,  requesting  the  President  to  cause  an  exam- 
ination and  accurate  survey  to  be  made  by  a  skillful  engineer  of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  Navy  yard, 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Gosport,  Va.  Loami  Baldwin,  Esq.,  was 
employed  to  make  the  necessary  surveys  and  examinations.  He  has  been  diligently  engaged  in  the  work, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  make  his  report  in  a  few  days.  As  so<m  as  it  is  received,  it  will 
be  communicated,  together  with  the  instructions  under  which  he  acted,  and  the  views  of  the  Department 
on  the  subject. 

In  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1826,  there  is  an  item  of 
of  $10,000  for  a  survey  of  the  harbors  of  Savannah  and  Brunswick,  in  Georgia,  Beaufort,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  "with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practical  facilities  of  those  places  for 
naval  purposes."  In  the  execution  of  this  law^  a  survey  was  commenced,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Captain  R.  T.  Spence,  and,  after  his  unexpected  and  lamented  death,  was  committed  to  Master  Command- 
ant Claxton,  then  upon  the  Baltimore  station,  with  the  aid  of  Lieut.  Sherburne  and  other  ofScers. 

A  report  upon  the  subject,  accompanied  by  a  chart,  has  been  made  to  the  Department,  but  is  not  now 
communicated,  because  the  surveys  of  the  other  places  mentioned  in  the  law  have  not  been  completed; 
and  it  is  believed  to  be  more  correct  to  present  the  whole  at  one  view. 

The  remaining  surveys  are  progressing,  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  R.  F.  Stockton,  and  will 
be  finished  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  when  they  will  be  presented,  with  that  of  Baltimore. 

The  correspondence  marked  W  will  show  the  situation  of  the  African  agency  and  slave  trade. 

It  was  anticipated,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  that  a  large  number  of  Africans  would  be  sent 
to  the  agency,  but  a  delay  in  the  decision  of  the  claim  to  a  part  of  them  has  hitherto  prevented.  This 
delay  has  occasioned  a  great  expense  to  the  United  States,  but  no  remedy  is  perceived.  Brought  to  this 
country  by  no  act  of  their  own,  there  is  no  principle  of  justice  on  which  they  can  either  be  made  slaves  by 
the  government,  or  turned  loose  among  our  fellow-citizens  to  suffer.  They  must  be  carried  somewhere 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  a  more  economical  mode  does  not  seem  practicable. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1826,  a  balance  of  $32,401.63  remained  of  the  appropriation  of  $100,000  made 
in  1823,  which  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund;  but  a  reappropriation  of  $32,000  was  made  during  the 
last  session;  of  this  sum  $22,220.81  have  been  expended,  leaving  a  balance  at  this  time  of  only  $9,779.19, 
which  it  is  believed  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  existing  and  necessary  claims  upon  the  fund  during 
the  ensuing  year.     Another  appropriation  will  therefore  be  required. 

It  is  probable  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  the  question  respecting  the  Africans  in  Georgia  will  be  deter- 
mined, in  which  event  there  will  be  from  100  to  160  in  that  State,  and  about  15  from  Louisiana,  to  be 
sent  to  the  agency,  for  whose  reception  provision  has  been  made. 

No  vessel  has  been  dispatched  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  several  months,  until  within  a  few  days.  It 
was  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  order  the  brig  Spark  on  that  service;  but,  upon  her  arrival  from 
the  West  Indies,  she  was  found  too  much  out  of  i-epair,  and  consequently  sold.  The  schooner  Shark, 
Lieut.  Otho  Norris,  left  Norfolk  about  a  week  since,  with  orders  to  remain  one  or  two  months,  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  afford  such  protection  to  the  agency  as  its  situation  shall  demand.  After  performing 
this  duty,  the  Shark  will  cruise  a  short  time  in  the  neighborhood  of  La  Guayra,  and  then  resume  her  station 
in  the  West  India  squadron. 

In  the  report  of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  in  other 
communications  from  the  Department,  several  evils  under  which  the  marine  corps  and  the  naval  service 
labored,  and  which  could  only  be  relieved  by  legislative  interference,  were  exhibited,  in  the  hope  that  a 
remedy  would  be  provided.  It  would  be  unnecessary,  and  perhaps  improper,  to  renew  the  representa- 
tions respecting  them.  Reference  is  made  to  the  views  and  opinions  heretofore  expressed,  and  it  is 
respectfully  added  that  the  marine  corps  and  the  service  still  continue  to  feel,  sensibly,  the  necessity  of 
a  remedy  for  some  of  the  inconveniences  there  suggested. 

A  few  subjects  of  importance  are  not  mentioned  in  this  report,  because  they  must  hereafter  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  in  answer  to  resolutions  passed,  and  calls  made,  during  the  last  session. 

Paper  X  contains  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  who  have  died  since  the  2d 
December,  1825. 

Paper  Y  contains  a  list  of  resignations  during  the  same  period. 

Paper  Z  contains  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  for  the  year  1827. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Navy  Department,  December  2,  1826. 


M. 

List  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy  in  commission,  their  commanders,  and  stations. 

IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 

North  Carolina,  74  guns Commodore  John  Eodgers. 

Constitution,  44   guns Captain  D.  T.  Patterson. 

Ontario,  18   guns Master  Commandant  J.  B.  Nicholson. 

Warren,  18   guns Master  Commandant  L.  Kearney. 

Porpoise,  12  guns Lieut.  Commanding  Benjamin  Cooper. 
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IN    THE    WEST    INDIES. 

Constellation,  86  gnns Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgley. 

John  Adams,  24   guns Master  Commandant  J.  Wilkinson. 

Hornet,  18  guns Master  Commandant  A.  Claxton. 

Grampus,  12  guns Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  K.  Latimer. 

IN    THE    BRAZILS. 

Macedonian,  36  guns Commodore  James  Biddle. 

Cyane,  24  guns Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott. 

Boston,  18  guns Master  Commandant  B.  V.  Hoffman. 

IN   THE    PACIFIC. 

United  States,  44  guns Commodore  Isaac  Hull. 

Peacock,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones. 

Dolphin,'  12  guns Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Percivial. 

Brandy  wine,  44  guns Commodore  Jacob  Jones,  to  relieve  the  frigate  United  States. 

Vincennes    Is  o-uns Master  Commandant  William  B.  Finch,  to  relieve  the  Peacock. 

ON    SPECIAL    SERVICE. 

Lexington,  18  guns Master  Commandant  William  B.  Shubrick. 

Shark,  12  guns Lieutenant  Commanding  Otho  Norris. 


N. 

CORRESPONDENCE    RESPECTING  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  COMMODORE  OLIVER  H.  PERRY. 

Navy  Department,  September  8,  1826. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  sloop  Lexington,  under  your  command,  can  be  prepared  for  a  cruise  of  two 
months,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  to  perform  the  duty  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

On  your  arrival  at  Port  Spain,  you  will  communicate  to  the  proper  authority  in  the  island  the  object 
of  your  government  in  sending  you,  and  request  permission  to  remove  the  remains  of  Commodore  Perry. 

Having  obtained  the  permission,  you  will  receive  them  on  board  the  Lexington,  with  your  colors 
half-mast,  and  a  salute  suited  to  the  rank  which  Commodore  Perry  held  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 
Your  colors  will  remain  half-mast  so  long  as  you  continue  in  the  harbor. 

His  friends  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  have  been  "^apprised  of  your  departure,  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  the 
body. 

On  your  arrival  at  that  place  you  will  again  wear  your  colors  half-mast,  and  when  the  body  is  taken 
from  the  vessel  fire  another  salute,  and,  with  your  officers  and  men,  unite  in  such  funeral  services  as  may 
be  performed  by  the  citizens  of  that  place;  after  which  you  will  return  to  New  York. 

In  selecting  you  for  this  deeply  interesting  duty,  the  Department  relies  with  confidence  on  the 
exercise  of  your  correct  judgment  and  feelings,  and  expect  that  you  will  discharge  it  in  a  manner  suited 
to  the  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Commodore  Perry — to  the  feelings  of  his  friends — and  to  the  national 
gratitude  for  his  patriotic  services,  and  the  national  pride  in  his  pure  fame. 

I  enclose  to  you  extracts  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  navy,  who  was  present  at  the  burial  of 
Commodore  Perry,  which  may  be  useful  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  William  B.  Shubrick,  commanding  U.  S.  Sloop-of-War  Lexington,  New  York. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1826. 
Sir:  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  have  the  enclosed  letters  delivered  to  the  mother  and  widow  of  Com- 
modore Perry.     Their  object  is  to  announce  to  them  the  time  when  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives will  probably  be  executed. 

Captain  Shubrick,  in  the  Lexington,  has   sailed  to  Trinidad,  and  will  probably  arrive  in  Newport, 
with  the  remains,  in  about  40  or  50  days.     He  is  commanded  to  deliver  them  to  the  friends  of  Commodore 
Perry,  and  to  unite  in  the  funeral   services  which  may  be  performed  by  the  citizens  of  that  place.     Will 
you  do  me  the  favor  to  give  such  information  as  may  be  proper  and  necessary  on  the  subject? 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  DuTEE  J.  Pearc^;,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Navy  Department,  Octobc-  IT,  1826. 

Madam:  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  on  the  18th  May  last,  passed  a  resolution, 
instructing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  the  remains  of  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  to  be 
removed  from  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  in  a  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  same  con- 
veyed to  Newport,  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  duty  to  be  performed  was  of  a  character  not  to  be  unnecessarily  postponed;  and  I  have  at  the 
earliest  moment  in  my  power  devoted  the  Lexington,  commanded  by  Captain  Shubrick,  to  its  discharge. 

He  is  directed  to  bring  the  remains  to  Newport,  and  deliver  them  to  the  friends  of  Commodore  Perry, 
and  will  probably  arrive  there  in  forty  or  fifty  days  from  this  time. 

I  rely  with  confidence  on  the  correct  judgment  and  feelings  of  Captain  Shubrick,  to  discharge  this 
service  in  a  manner  suited  to  its  interesting  character;  and  I  rejoice  that  the  remains  will  be  received  by 
those  who  will  best  know  how  to  pay  that  respect  which  private  affection  and  public  gratitude  demand. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perry,  Newport,  B.  I. 
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Captain  Wm.  B.  Shubrick  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Newport,  Novemher  2T,  1826. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  my  arrival  in  this  harbor,  with  the  remain.s  of  the  late 
Commodore  Ferry. 

My  letter  of  the  13th  ult.  informed  you  of  my  departure  from  New  York. 

I  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  after  a  passage  of  seventeen  days,  on  the  evening  of  the  31st,  and 
on  the  1st  of  November  got  up  to  Port  of  Spain.  On  anchoring,  I  addressed  a  letter'  (a  copy  of  which 
accompanies  this,  marked  A)  to  the  governor,  and,  that  evening,  received  the  answer  marked  B.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2d,  after  exchanging  salutes  with  the  fort,  I  waited  on  the  governor,  who  expressed  his 
readiness  to  afford  me  every  facility  in  the  execution  of  my  commission,  and  his  wish  to  have  the  remains 
attended,  on  removal,  with  such  military  lionors  as  I  might  think  proper.  As  the  commodore  had  been 
interred  in  the  most  splendid  manner,  by  the  same  governor,  I  thought  it  most  proper  to  decline  any 
further  parade,  which  I  did  in  the  most  delicate  manner.  The  governor,  however,  caused  a  car  to  be 
prepared  especially  for  the  purpose,  and  to  be  drawn  from  the  cemetery  to  the  wharf  by  his  own  carriage 
horses;  his  secretary,  and  other  members  of  his  family,  giving  their  personal  attendance. 

At  the  wharf,  the  remains  were  received  by  the  boats,  with  a  proportion  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  ship.  During  the  time  they  were  rowing  oif,  I  caused  minute  guns  to  be  fired,  half-masting  the 
colors  at  the  firing  of  the  first  gun. 

The  remains  were  received  on  board  under  a  salute  from  the  marine  guard,  the  ofiScers  and  men 
uncovered,  and  the  music  playing  a  dead  march. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  1  addressed  a  letter  (copy  marked  C)  to  the  governor,  and  at  10  o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  wind  being  favorable,  I  got  under  way,  and  made  sail  from  the  harbor,  the 
fort  saluting  me  with  17  guns,  which  I  returned  with  a  like  number. 

I  received  from  Captain  Turner  the  most  ready  and  important  assistance,  in  disinterring  and  getting 
on  board  the  remains;  and  it  is,  in  a  manner,  owing  to  his  exertions,  that  I  was  enabled  to  leave  Trinadad 
in  so  short  a  time,  which  was  very  desirable,  the  rainy  season  not  being  over,  and  the  place,  consequently, 
sickly.  My  return  passage  has  been  longer  than  I  expected,  owing  to  frequent  calms  in  the  Caribbean 
sea,  and  a  succesion  of  northwest  gales  on  the  coast. 

The  Lexington  having,  for  the  last  six  mouths,  been  almost  constantly  at  sea,  and  in  every  variety  of 
climate,  requires  to  be  thoroughly  overhauled  before  going  on  another  cruise. 


Captain  Shubrick  to  Sir  Ralph  James  Woodford,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad. 

United  States  Ship  Lexington,  Novemher  1,  1826. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  the  arrival  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Spain  of  the 
United  States  ship  Lexington,  under  my  command. 

Having  being  charged  by  my  government  with  the  melancholy  duty  of  conveying  to  his  native 
country  the  remains  of  Commodore  Peny,  I  have  anchored  in  this  harbor  for  that  purpose;  and  I  pray 
that  your  excellency  will  enable  me  to  carry  into  execution  the  views  of  my  government,  by  granting  me 
permission  to  disinter  and  take  from  the  island  the  said  remains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  letter  for  your  excellency,  entrusted  to  my  charge  by  his 
Majesty's  minister  near  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Ralph  Woodford,  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  to  Captain  William  C.  Shubrick. 

St.  Ann,  November  2,  1826. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  acquainting  me  of  your  arrival,  in  the 
United  States  ship  Lexington,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  conveying  to  his  native  country  the 
remains  of  the  late  Commodore  Perry. 

In  conceding  the  request,  made  in  the  name  of  your  government,  I  have  to  assure  j'ou  of  my 
readiness  to  afford  every  assistance  to  the  object  of  your  commission  that  you  may  consider  to  depend 
upon  me.  ^ 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  his  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington, 
entrusted  to  your  care,  and  to  express  the  satisfaction  it  ^Jill  afford  me  to  receive  you  at  my  residence 
during  your  stay  in  the  island. 


Captain  William  B.  Sliubrick  to  Governor  Ralph  James  Woodford. 

U.  S.  Ship  Lexington,  November  3,  1826. 
Having  received  the  remains  of  the  late  Commodore  Porter  on  board,  I  am  about  to  leave  the  harbor 
of  Port  Spain,  and  I  avail  myself  of   this   occasion  to   express  to   your  excellency  my  sense  of,  and 
to  tender  my  thanks  for,  your  kind  attentions  during  my  stay  at  the  island  under  your  excellency's 
government. 

1  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  making  known  to  my  goverment  the  generous  facilities  affordcfl  me  by 
your  excellency  in  the  execution  of  my  melancholy  commission. 
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COPIES    AND    EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    CORRESPONDENCE    OF    COMMODORE    JOHN    KODGERS. 

Extract  of  instructions  from  Commodore  John  Bodgers  to  David  Deacon,  Exq.,  commanding  United  States 

sloox)  Erie,  dated — 
U.  S.  Ship  North  Carolina,  Port  Mahon,  February  18,  1826. 

The  United  States  Ship  Erie,  under  your  command,  being  ready  for  sea,  I  have  to  desire  that  you 
proceed  with  her  to  the  Archipelago  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  that  sea,  and  particularly  that 
to  and  from  Smyrna,  which  is  so  important  as  to  forbid  its  being  neglected,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
war  subsisting  between  the  Turks  and  Greeks,  for  a  single  day.  The  season  of  the  year  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  danger  is  most  to  be  apprehended  from  such  small  craft  as  have  hitherto  committed 
piracies  among  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  under  the  Greek  flag. 

On  leaving  this,  in  order  to  obtain  such  information  as  will  enable  you  to  afford  the  most  eflectual 
protection  to  our  trade,  you  will  proceed  direct  to  Smyrna,  where,  on  your  arrival,  1  would  recommend 
your  consulting  our  consul,  Mr.  Offley,  by  whose  advice  and  information  you  will  be  able  to  afford  it  the 
most  ample  and  extensive  protection. 

In  the  performance  of  your  duties  your  own  judgment  will  point  out  to  you  the  necessity  of  abstaining 
fi'on^,  yourself,  and  preventing  in  all  others  under  your  command,  the  commission  of  any  act  which  might 
tend  in  t  e  slightest  degree  to  compromit  the  neutra'ity  ot  tha  In  ted  S  .  tes. 

Should  it  be  found  unsafe  to  permit  vessels  to  leave  Smyrna  without  convoy,  you  will  afford  it  to 
such  a  distance  west  of  the  Island  of  Serigo  as  to  ensure  their  safety,  returning  again  to  Smyrna  as 
soon  as  the  nature  of  the  service  you  are  on,  and  the  information  you  may  receive  from  any  other  quarter 
requiring  your  attention,  will  permit. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Ckq^tain  David  Deacon  to  Commodore  John  Bodgers,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  Erie,  Smyrna,  March  18,  1826. 

In  compliance  with  your  order,  bearing  date  18th  February,  1826,  I  proceeded  with  this  ship  for  the 
Archipelago,  and  have  great  pleasure  of  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival,  with  all  the  American  vessela 
I  have  met  with,  at  this  anchorage. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  fell  in  with,  supplied  with  fuel,  and  took  under  convoy  the  American  brig 
Seaman,  belonging  to  New  York,  bound  to  Smyrna. 

On  the  7th,  fell  in  with,  supplied  with  water,  and  took  under  convoy  the  American  brig  Smyrna, 
bound  to  Smyrna. 

The  Greeks  have  retaliated  on  the  Austrians  by  capturing  three  vessels  said  to  be  loaded  with 
stores  for  the  Turks;  this  happened  a  few  days  ago,  at  Milo;  two  Greek  brigs  boarded  the  convoy  under 
two  Austrian  brigs;  the  Austrians  told  the  Greeks  that  if  they  persisted  they  should  fire  into  them;  the 
Greeks  answered,  very  well,  they  were  ready  to  return  it;  the  Austrians  then  called  on  a  Dutch  frigate 
for  assistance,  but  the  Dutchman  declined  interfering;  in  the  meantime  the  Greeks  carried  the  Austrian 
merchantmen  over  to  Napoli  di  Romania.  I  overhauled  one  of  the  Hydra  cruisers  in  the  Bay  of  Smyrna; 
he  had  boats  out  capturing  everything  Turkish;  I  observed  to  him  the  vessels  astern  wore  my  convoy, 
and  Americans;  he  said  we  were  then  good  friends,  and  he  would  always  treat  them  well. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  John  Bodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  North  Caeolina,  Gibraltar  Bay,  Hay  13,  1826. 

The  Erie,  if  her  crow  will  not  consent  to  re-enter  for  a  longer  term,  and  which  I  am  led  to  think 
very  doubtful,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  to  the  United  States,  the  necessity  of  which  I  shall  regret,  par- 
ticularly at  this  time,  as  the  war  between  Greece  and  the  Porto  seems  imw  to  be  drawing  to  a  crisis; 
and  unless  Kussia  declares  war  against  the  latter,  (as  some  think  sh<'  will,)  or  England  and  the  principal 
continental  powers  interpose  as  mediators  between  her  and  the  Ottoman  government,  (as  others  seem 
inclined  to  believe  they  will  do,)  the  unfortunate  (ireeks  will  be  oliliged,  it  is  thought,  to  have  recourse 
to  increased  acts  of  piracy,  and,  in  this  ovent,  that  the  coiiiiniKsidii  of  such  acts  will  not  be,  as  heretofore, 
confined  to  small  boats  only. 

Should  such  a  change  take  place  prior  to  my  departure  for  the  Archipelago  (for  which  I  shall 
depart  to-morrow)  as  to  render  the  presence  of  more  than  a  sloop-of-war  necessary,  I  shall  leave  the  Con- 
stitution there,  with  the  Ontario,  until  the  affairs  of  Greece  as.sume  such  a  shape  as  to  permit  one  or 
both  of  these  vessels  to  be  drawn  from  that  quarter,  without  risk.  It  is  confidently  believed,  if  the 
Greeks  lose  Missolonghi,  that  they  cannot  maintain  then)selves  in  the  Morea,  and  that,  in  such  an  event 
taking  place,  they  will  be  obliged  to  seek  Eufuge  among  the  barren  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  where,  to 
avoid  starvation,  a  large  portion  of  the  population  will  necessarily  be  forced  to  turn  pirates. 

Copy  of  instructions  to  Master  Commandant  John  B.  Nicholson,  United  States  ship  Ontario,  from  Commodore 
John  Bodgers,   dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  North  Carolina,  Harbor  of  Milo,  August  21,  1826. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  war  between  the  Porte  and  Greece,  it  has  become  absolutely  necessary 
that  one  vessel-of-war,  at  least,  should  be  kept  in  the  Archipelago,  fur  the  protection  of  our  commerce; 
and,  in  consequence  thereof,  I  am  induced  to  assign  to  the  Ontario,  under  your  conmiand,  that  duty. 

In  the  porfornianoe  of  this  service  you  will  have  a  delicate  part  to  act.  It  will  be  expected  of  you 
to  exercise  murh  vi,L;il;iiicc,  iind,  at  tln'  same  time,  much  discretion;  for  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  you  will 
be  required  to  allonl  to  our  mci-,  hunt  vessels  trading  in  those  seas^  the  most  ample  protection  the  force 
under  your  command  will  a<lmit  of,  it  will  be  equally  expected  that  you  abstain  from  meddling  with  the 
affairs  of  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  from  giving  to  other  nations  (beyond  what  your  duty  requires  in 
the  suppression  of  piracy)  the  protection  of  our  flag,  and  from  intermingling  its  name,  or  identifying  its 
character  or  our  commercial  interests,  with  those  of  any  nation,  in  any  way  that  might  compromit  our- 
selves by  affecting  the  neutral   position  we  have  hitherto  sustained,"  and  which  it  is  the  desire  of  our 
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g-overnmont  most  earnestly  still  to  maintain.  You  will  keep  me  informed  of  your  own  proceedings,  by 
every  opportunity  that  offers,  as  well  as  of  everything-  of  a  political  nature  that  may  transpire  in  this 
quarter,  which  you  may  think  it  desirable  for  me  to  be  apprised  of. 

Mr!  Offley,  our  consul  at  Smyrna,  with  whom  you  will  confer  from  time  to  time  as  to  the  mode  most 
likely  to  ensure  to  our  commerce  the  necessary  protection,  will,  on  your  requisitions,  furnish  such  few 
stores  and  provisions  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of,  to  pay  for  which,  and  to  meet  the  other  necessary  dis- 
bursements of  the  ship,  I  have  furnished  your  purser  with  bills  on  London  to  the  amount  of  £1,000  ster- 
ling— calculated  to  produce  about  $5,000 — and  $4,000  loaned  him  by  my  authority,  by  the  purser  of  this 
ship,  together  making  about  $9,000,  exclusive  of  the  funds  previously  remaining  in  his  hands.  When 
there  are  no  American  vessels  at  Smyrna  requiring  convoy,  you  will  do  well  by  spending  a  portion  of 
your  time  at  Milo,  and  occasionally  rulining  out  as  far  as  Cape  St.  Angelo  and  Cerigo,  to  meet  and  afford 
protection  to  such  as  may  be  bound  to  Smyrna.  Until  the  warm  weather  is  over,  I  would  advise  your 
not  remaining  at  Smyrna  for  any  length  ot  time. 

Coinj  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  John  Badgers  to  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 
U.  S.  Ship  North  Carolina,  Fort  Mahon,  Sejjlemher  11,  1826. 

My  letters  of  the  25th  and  28th  June  last,  from  Smyrna,  by  the  brig  General  Boliver,  bound  to  Bos- 
ton, will  have  made  you  acquainted  with  the  movements  and  proceedings  of  the  squadron,  up  to  that 
time,  and  this,  together  with  tlio  nrcompanying  communication,  dated  at  Vourla,  the  18th  of  July,  (marked 
A,)  but  which  I  have  had  no  n|>|i,irtiniity  of  sending  until  now,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  its  move- 
ments and  employment  sul).s(M|U('nlly  til  that  date.  On  the  22d  of  July,  three  days  after  my  return  to 
Vourla  from  an  excursion  to  the  Dardanelles,  with  this  ship,  the  Constitution,  Ontario,  and  Porpoise, 
(for  the  particulars  of  which  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  18th  of  July,)  the 
Erie  joined  me,  having  been  employed,  during  her  separation  from  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron,  in 
convoying  the  brig  General  Bolivar  clear  of  the  islands.  On  the  10th  of  last  month,  finding  the  term 
of  service  of  the  crew  of  the  Erie  was  about  to  expire,  I  dispatched  her  under  orders  to  communicate 
with  the  consulates  of  Tripoli  and  Algiers,  and  to  proceed  from  the  latter  place  to  Mahon,  there  to 
replenish  her  provisions  and  water,  and  wait  my  arrival  for  orders  to  return  to  the  United  States.  On 
the  11th,  the  day  after  the  departure  of  the  Erie,  I  sailed  with  this  ship,  the  Constitution,  Ontario,  and 
Porpoise,  for  the  Island  of  Milo,  and  taking  a  circuitous  route,  by  Mytilene,  Scio,  Negropont,  and  Cape 
Colonna,  arrived  and  anchored  at  Milo  on  the  15th,  at  which,  as  the  communication  between  the  Morea 
and  it  is  more  frequent  than  with  any  other  island  in  the  Archipelago,  I  continued  until  the  21st  ultimo, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  latest  and  most  correct  information  ]iossible,  in  regard  to  the  actual 
situation  of  Greece,  before  my  final  departure  from  that  sea.  The  day  I  left  Milo,  after  getting  to  sea, 
I  parted  company  with  the  Ontario,  which  vessel  I  have  stationed  in  the  Archipelgo,  with  instructions 
to  her  commander,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  marked  B,  to  protect  our  commerce  in  that  quar- 
ter. On  leaving  the  Archipelago,  I  shaped  a  course  for  Malta,  having  directed  Mr.  Henry,  our  consul 
at  Gibraltar,  to  send  all  letters  for  the  squadron,  that  might  come  to  his  hands,  in  time  to  reach  that 
place  by  the  first  of  September.  On  arriving  off  Malta,  which  was  on  the  29th  ultimo,  I  sent  a  boat 
in  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Pulis,  our  consul,  and  bring  off  any  letters  which  might  have  reached  him. 

I  now  learnt  from  him  that  the  mail  of  the  August  packet,  which  usually  arrives  between  the  25th 
and  31st  of  the  month,  was  still  due,  and  thinking  it  probable  that  Mr.  Henry  might  have  received  letters 
from  the  Department  for  me,  during  my  absence,  and  have  forwarded  them  by  the  packet,  I  made  sail  for 
Mahon,  accompanied  by  the  Constitution,  leaving  the  Porpoise  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  packet,  until  the 
8th  instant,  to  bring  such  letters  as  might  have  been  forwarded  by  her  from  Gibraltar. 

I  reached  this  port  yesterday,  in  company  with  the  Constitution,  where  I  found  the  Erie,  she  having 
arrived  here  six  days  before. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  Captain  Deacon's  letter,  and  the  letters  of  Mr.  Shaler  and  Mr.  Morillo,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  (the  latter  left  by  Mr.  Anderson  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  American  consulate  at  Tripoli)  will 
show  the  peaceable  footing  on  which  we  stand  with  those  two  regencies. 

The  Erie  is  now  replenishing  her  water  and  provisions,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  for  sea  I  shall 
dispatch  her  for  New  York,  to  receive  your  orders  for  the  discharge  of  her  crew. 

She  is  a  fine  ship,  and  will  require  but  little  expense  to  equip  again  for  sea;  and  as  the  services  of 
more  than  one  vessel  of  her  class  will  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our  trade  in  the,  Archipelago,  so 
long  as  that  sea  continues  infested,  as  it  now  is,  by  pirates,  I  hope  you  may  find  it  soon  convenient  to 
send  her,  or  s >  other  sloop  to  supply  her  place,  on  this  station. 

Nil  riiMiciics  have,  as  yet,  been  ci niticd  upon  any  American  vessels  since  the  first  appearance  of 

the  ,s(|nailnin  in  the  Archipelago,  imlw  ithslaiiding  those  of  every  other  nation  have  suffered  more  or  less; 
even  tiie  English  and  French,  of  late,  have  hud  several  vessels  plundered,  and  some  of  very  valuable  car- 
goes, notwithstanding  the  former  has  six  or  seven  vessels-of-war,  and  the  latter  nine  or  ten  in  that  sea. 

The  Austrians,  although  they  keep  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  sail  constantly  at  Smyrna  and  among 
the  islands,  have  had  upwards  of  fifty  vessels  plundered  during  the  last  six  niontiis;  in  one  or  two 
instances  the  crew  nf  thi'  vessel  has  been  murdered. 

After  dispatrliiiii;-  the  Erie  for  the  United  States,  I  shall  leave  here  (on  the  arrival  of  the  Porpoise 
from  Malta)  fur  (iibraltar,  to  supply  the  pursers  of  the  several  vessels  with  the  necessary  sums  of  money, 
on  accoinit  of  pay  for  the  next  six  months,  and  to  purchase  such  few  articles  of  stores  as  are  not  sent 
from  the  United  States. 

The  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  have  been  peculiarly  healthy  during  the  past 
summer,  there  not  having  been  a  single  death  among  the  officers,  and  only  four,  out  of  upwards  of  1,800 
men,  since  we  left  Gibraltar. 

Co2nj  of  a  letter  of  Wm.  Shaler,  Esq.,  enclosing  extract  from  journal  of  considate  at  Algiers,  to  Commodore 
John  Rodgers,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Algiers,  August  30,  1826. 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  by  Captain  Deacon.      I,  herewith  enclosed, 
send  you  a  transcript  of  the  journal  v{  this  consulate,  which  contains  everything  of  any  moment  since 
your  departure  from  Algiers.     I  also  send,  by  Captain  Deacon,  a  copj'  of  a  book  which  I  lately  published 
in  the  United  States,  on  this  country,  which  please  to  accept  as  a  mark  of  my  friendly  consideration. 
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Extract  from  the  journal  kept  in  the  consulate  of  the   United  States  hi  Algiers,  from  the  1st  to  the  2oth, 
inclusive,  of  August,  1826. 

August  3.  Sailed  the  Algerine  squadron  on  a  cruise,  consisting  of  five  schooners  of  22,  14,  and  6" 
guns.     It  is  believed  they  are  destined  against  Spanish  commerce. 

August  18,  Arrived  this  morning  an  Algerine  cruiser  accompanied  by  a  large  ship,  supposed  to  be 
her  prize.  The  Dutch  consul  was  early  informed  that  this  vessel  was  of  his  nation,  and  at  9  o'clock  he 
visited  the  minister  of  marine  and  conversed  with  the  captain  of  the  ship.  He  informed  the  consul  that 
this  vessel,  measuring  .500  tons,  belonged  to  Curacoa,  was  owned  by  himself,  a  citizen  of  that  island,  and 
that  her  cargo  was  principally  American;  that  she  had  sailed  from  Curacoa  to  Campeachy  in  Mexico, 
where  she  was  laden  with  Campeachy  wood,  her  present  cargo,  and  was  bound  for  Marseilles;  and  that 
when  within  60  miles  of  that  port  was  captured  by  the  Algerine  squadron  because  she  was  not  provided 
with  a  Mediterranean  pass.  The  minister  remarked  to  the  consul  that,  according  to  the  ancient  usages  of 
Algiers,  a  vessel  found  navigating  the  Mediterranean,  without  this  passport,  was  liable  to  confiscation. 
The  consul  replied  that  the  absence  of  this  passport  might  be  reason  for  bringing  in  a  friendly  vessel  for 
examination,  but  furnished  no  right  to  condemn.  He  had  examined  the  ship's  papers,  had  found  her  to 
be  the  property  of  a  Dutch  citizen,  and  he  therefore  ibrmally  demanded  restitution. 
The  minister  deferred  his  decision. 

August  19.  All  the  dragomans  were  called  to  the  marine  and  directed  to  invite  their  respective 
consuls  to  a  divan,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  to  decide  upon  the  legality  of  the  prize,  and  to  be  composed  of 
the  raises,  or  captains  of  the  Algerine  navy  and  the  corps  consulaire. 

August  20.  At  eleven  o'clock  this  morning  the  consular  corps  assembled  at  the  marine,  where  were 
also  present  the  Algerine  captains,  The  minister,  addressing  the  Dutch  consul,  said  the  subject  of  the 
prize  ship  would  now  be  discussed. 

The  consul  premised,  by  formally  declaring  that  the  legality  of  a  Dutch  prize  was  a  question  which 
in  nowise  affected  the  representatives  of  other  powers,  and  to  a  decision  of  which  they  were  not  compe- 
tent. But,  denying  their  jurisdiction,  the  consul  did  not  object  to  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  as  to 
the  nationality  of  the  vessel.  Her  papers  being  found  to  be  in  the  usual  form,  the  consul  formally 
demanded  restitution.  The  treaty  of  Holland  witii  the  regency  was  then  read,  which  stipulates  that,  in 
such  cases  as  the  present,  the  vessel  should  be  lilicrnlrd.  hnl  the  cargo  confiscated.  This  brought  the  cargo 
into  discussion,  a  part  of  which  appeared  to  be  the  propirty  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  consul  made  a  like  preliminary  declaration  as  the  Dutch  consul,  of  the  incompetency  of  the  divan 
to  judge  a  case  between  the  regency  and  the  United  States. 

The  bills  of  lading  having  been  examined,  the  larger  part  of  the  cargo  was  found  to  have  been 
shipped  on  account  of  merchants  in  Boston.  This  the  consul  formally  claimed  as  American  property. 
For  the  lesser  part  of  the  cargo  he  made  no  demands,  as  the  evidence  of  its  being  American  property 
was  not  sufficient,  but  said  that  he  would  write  for  information,  and,  if  proved  to  be  such,  he  would  claim 
of  the  regency. 

To  the  demand  of  the  consul  upon  the  larger  part  of  the  cargo,  the  minister  made  two  objections: 
1st.  Informality;  as  the  bill  of  lading  did  not  declare  the  owners  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States.  2d. 
Insufficiency;  because  this  paper  did  not  prove  the  property  to  be  American.  The  cargo  must  therefore 
be  detained,  till  it  could  be  verified  by  more  abundant  proof. 

To  the  first  olsjection  the  consul  replied,  that  it  was  not  usual  or  necessary  to  identify  the  owners' 
citizenship;  that,  in  the  present  case,  being  merchants  of  Boston,  they  were  prntoctod  by  our  laws.  To 
the  second  he  answered,  that  connnercial  usages  knew  of  no  other  proofs  nf  ]ini]i('rty  laden  on  vessels; 
that  no  greater  was  now  required  or  would  be  sought.  Ho  therefore  demainlcd  the  restitution  of  that 
part  of  the  cargo,  as  being  absolutely  American  property.  The  minister  rejoined,  we  have  suspicions  of 
its  being  Spanish  property;  if  you  are  assured  of  its  American  ownership,  give  us  your  personal  responsi- 
liility  for  it,  if,  eventually,  it  should  be  ascertained  to  be  Spanish;  otherwise  the  cargo  must  be  con- 
fiscated. The  consul  declined  this  proposition  peremptorily.  He  could  not  consent  to  personal  responsi- 
bility for  what  he  was  bound  to  protect  from  official  duty,  but  was  willing  to  give  his  receipt  for  the 
property,  which  by  the  bill  of  lading  appeared  to  be  bona  fide  American. 

This  being  refused,  he  warned  the  minister  not  to  confiscate  this  part  of  the  cargo,  as  it  would 
become  his  duty  to  claim  it  with  damages.  The  minister  then  requested  the  Danish  consul  to  pronounce 
the  confiscation  of  the  property.  It  was  accordingly  declared.  The  consul  at  a  late  hour  dispatched  his 
dragoman  to  the  palace,  to  demand  an  audience  of  the  Dey,  which  was  granted,  with  the  request  of  his 
highness  that  it  should  be  held  the  same  evening. 

The  consul,  accompanied  by  the  secretary  of  the  consulate,  repaired  to  the  palace  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  consul  addressing  the  Dey  said,  he  was  doubtless  well  informed  of  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  prize  ship  lately  brought  to  this  port,  and  of  the  grounds  upon  which  a  part  of  her  cargo  was 
claimed  as  American.  His  highness  replied,  that  the  only  difficulty  presented  to  the  restitution  of  the 
American  part  of  the  cargo  was  the  insufficiency  of  proof  to  verify  it;  that  he  well  knew  the  stipulations 
of  the  late  treaty  of  Algieis  with  the  United  States,  for  he  was  not,  as  other  Deys,  unable  to  read,  and 
would  most  scrupuliiiisly  uliseive  them.  If  the  most  precious  cargo  of  the  Indies  were  brought  here,  and 
proved  to  be  Amerieuu,  il  .sliuuld  be  esteemed  sacred,  and  immediately  restored.  But  in  the  present  case 
there  exist  suspicions  of  tlie  truth  of  the  bill  of  lading,  and  which  of  itself  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of 
(iwnership.  To  assure  ourselves,  wc  require  of  you,  as  an  act  of  official  duty,  to  give  us  your  personal 
obligaticm  to  answer  our  demands,  if  the  cargo  be  ultimately  proved  not  to  be  American. 

To  the  arguments  and  demands  of  his  highness  the  consul  replied,  that  no  property  floating  on  the 
seas  was  accompanied  by  other  or  more  explicit  papers  than  was  the  cargo  in  question;  it  was  fully 
identified  as  American,  and,  as  such,  he  claimed  it. 

The  present  controversy  of  the  regency  with  Spain  created  no  right  to  vex  the  property  of  friends, 
under  pretext  of  searching  for  that  of  the  enemy.  Whatever  suspicions  his  highness  might  entertain  of 
the  ownership,  it  was  not  for  the  consul  to  remove  them,  but  by  declaring  the  proof  to  be  legal  and 
regular. 

The  demand  of  his  highness  for  the  personal  guaranty  of  the  consul  was  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
and  dignity  of  his  office.  If  the  property  were  detained,  it  would  become  his  duty  to  report  to  his 
government,  and  to  the  United  States  naval  commander  in  the  Mediterranean,  when  he  would  be  required 
to  claim-  it  with  damages.     After  some  further  conversation,  in  which  the  Dey  expressed  the  elevated 
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sentiments  of  a  just  and  magnanimous  prince,  he  agreed  to  liberate  the  property  named,  and  accept  the 
receipt  which  was  this  morning  proposed  to  the  minister  of  marine. 

August  21.  The  minister  determined  this  morning  to  unload  the  ship  in  search  of  any  articles  not 
expressed  in  the  manifest.  He  had  actually  taken  ofl'  one  lighter  load,  when,  upon  the  representation  of 
the  Dutch  consul,  he  was  satisfied  to  receive  the  captain's  declarations  to  the  truth  of  his  manifest. 

The  vessel  and  cargo  being  liberated,  they  will  sail  on  the  24th  instant. 

Copy  of  the  receipt  given  by  the  consul  to  the  minister  of  marine. 

I,  William  Shaler,  consul  general  of  the  United  States  in  Algiers,  declare  that  a  portion  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Dutch  vessel,  the  Curacoa,  captured  and  brought  into  this  port  by  cruisers  of  the  regency,  which, 
according  to  the  bill  of  lading  copied  below,  appears  to  be  bona  fide  the  property  of  American  citizens' 
has,  'by  order  of  his  highness,  the  Bashaw,  been  delivered  over  to  me,  in  conformity  with  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  Algiers. 

BILL    or    LADING. 

Shipped,  in  good  order,  and  well  conditioned,  by  John  L.  McGregor,  per  order  of  Gushing  Stetson,  on 
board  the  Dutch  ship  called  the  Curacoa,  whereof  Cushing  Stetson  is  master,  now  lying  in  the  port  of 
Campeachy,  and  bound  for  Gibraltar,  and  a  market,  to  say:  Six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  logwood,  for  account  of  Messrs.  William  Thompson  &  Co.  and  Z.  G.  Lamsen,  Boston,  being 
marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  margin,  and  are  to  be  delivered  in  like  good  order  and  condition,  at  the 
port  of  discharge,  (the  dangers  of  the  sea  excepted)  unto  order,  or  assigns,  he  or  they  paying  freight  for 
the  said  logwood,  with  primage  and  average  accustomed.  In  witness  whereof,  the  master  or  purser  of 
said  vessel  hath  affirmed  to  twelve  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date,  one  of  which  being 
accomplished,  the  others  to  remain  void.  Dated  in  Campeachy,  the  18th  of  May,  1826.  Weight  not 
accountable;  all  on  board  to  be  delived.  CUSHING  STETSON. 

ENDORSEMENT. 

Campecht,  31ay  17,  1826. 
The  within  logwood  is  to  be   held  subject   to   the   order  of  Messrs.  Henry  &  McCall,  merchants, 
Gibraltar,    until  payment  be  made  of   two  thousand  nine   hundred  and  five  dollars  and  eighteen  and 
three-fourth  cents,  being  amount  advanced  by  John  L.  McGregor  on  said  logwood. 

CUSHING  STETSON. 
John  L.  McGregor. 

In  testimony  of  which  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in  the  city  of  Algiers,  this 
23d  day  August,  1826.  WILLIAM  SHALER. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  Morillo,  Esq.,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  consulate,  to  Captain  Deacon, 
United  States  ship  Erie,  dated — 

Tripoli,    August  18,  1826. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  requesting  to  know  the  actual  state  of  our 
political  relations  with  this  regency. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  our  interests  continue  in  the  most 
favorable  state  with  the  Bashaw  and  his  government.  His  highness  has  at  all  times  shown  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  me  individually,  and  to  every  one  connected 
with  the  consulate. 


COPIES    AND    EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    CORRESPONDENCE    OF    COMMODORE    ISAAC    HULL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Chorillos,  Peru,  December  21,  1825. 

The  Dolphin  having  been  dispatched  on  a  long  cruise  to  the  Mulgrave  Islands,  and  the  Peacock 
having  been  constantly  on  service,  and  it  appearing  to  me  of  the  first  importance  that  the  commerce  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  should  not  be  left  without  proper  protection,  whilst  our  ships  are  compelled 
to  discharge  their  valuable  cargoes  in  an  open  roadstead,  such  as  Chorillos,  where  they  are  exposed  to 
many  difficulties  from  the  heavy  swell  that  is  constantly  setting  in,  and  scarcely  a  day  passes,  but  some 
of  the  ships  require  assistance  of  some  kind. 

For  the  last  eight  or  ten  months  there  have  been  constantly  in  the  Bay  of  Chorillos  from  ten  to  thirty 
valuable  American  merchant  ships,  with  valuable  cargoes,  lying  in  a  situation  where  they  had  no 
protection  from  the  shore,  as  there  is  not  a  gun  mounted  in  the  place. 

Situated  as  our  commerce  has  been  on  this  station,  and  it  having  been  generally  believed  that  a 
Spanish  force  would  be  sent  out  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Callao,  and  in  the  event  of  which,  our  ships 
would  be  still  more  exposed,  I  hope  you  will  consider  suEBcient  reasons  for  my  remaining  here,  and  not 
having  left  the  station  for  the  purpose  directed  in  your  letter. 

The  moment  the  castles  of  Callao  are  given  up,  and  our  ships  can  lie  in  safety  in  the  bay,  I  shall  lose 
no  time  in  visiting  Chili,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  your  instructions,  or  before,  if  it  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  public  interest. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  December  30,  1825. 

Our  commerce  is  very  much  exposed,  and  would  be  more  so  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  being 
made  by  the  Spanish  government  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Callao,  by  sending  out  a  force  for  that 
purpose;  nor  should  I  consider  it  proper  to  leave  the  coast,  at  the  moment  the  English  and  French  are 
increasing  their  forces.  The  French  have  now  eight  sail  of  ships-of-war  at  Valparaiso,  consisting  of 
frigates,  sloops-of-war  and  schooners.  The  British  have  one  line  of  battle  ship,  and  several  frigates  and 
sloops-of-war — in  all,  six  or  eight  sail,  and  neither  England  or  France  have  as  many  merchant  ships  on 
the  coast  as  we  have;  under  all  these  circumstances,  my  present  intention  is  to  send  the  Peacock  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  Captain  Jones  is  an  excellent  and  humane  man,  and  an  intelligent  officer;  and  I  am 
sure  will  do  all  that  can  be  required  of  him. 

In  the  event  of  his  going,  I  shall  furnish  hini  with  a  copy  of  your  letter,  and  call  his  particular 
attention  to  your  wishes. 

The  Peacock  is  now  at  Valparaiso.  By  the  time  she  returns,  and  the  Dolphin  joins  me,  some  changes 
may  take  place,  that  will  allow  this  ship  to  leave  the  coast  without  injury  to  the  service. 

General  La  Mar  arrived  last  evening  from  Guayaquil,  to  take  the  command  of  Lima.  He  is  said  to 
be  an  excellent  man,  and  much  good  is  anticipated  from  his  government.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  landing 
him  and  his  family  with  my  boats;  and,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  I  am  on  the  best  terms,  not 
only  with  the  officers  of  government  here,  but  with  the  commanders  of  the  foreign  ships  that  are  on  this 
station;  they  invariably  treat  our  officers  with  attention  and  great  respect.  As  yet,  not  the  slightest 
unpleasant  occurrence  has  taken  place  between  our  officers  and  those  of  other  ships-of-war. 

Co2?y  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  December  31,  1825. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  boarding  book  of  this  ship,  which  will  show,  in 
an  imperfect  manner,  the  number  and  description  of  vessels  that  have  been  boarded. 

Soon  after  I  arrived  in  this  sea,  I  endeavored  to  get  at,  not  only  the  number  and  description  of 
vessels  arriving  at  the  different  ports,  but  the  amount  of  their  cargoes,  and  every  particular  relating  to 
them,  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  boarding  book,  but  I  found  it  impracticable;  for  the  captains  and  the 
supercargoes  would  not  give  the  information  required;  indeed,  many  of  them  took  offence,  on  being 
asked  many  of  the  questions  by  the  boarding  officer,  and  wanted  to  know  what  business  I  had  to  inquire 
about  the  cost  of  their  cargoes;  and  it  frequently  happened  that  they  would  not  inform  the  officer  what 
the  cargo  consisted  of;  indeed,  very  few  of  them  would  give  the  information  asked. 

The  list,  however,  imperfect  as  it  is,  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  our  commerce  on  this 
coast;  and  have  to  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  furnish  you  with  a  more  correct  view  of  it. 


1826.' 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


737 


1 

i 

3 

c 

s. 

4 

1 

^ 

^ 

^ 

-i 

^1  J 

^ 

-? 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

^ 

•§ 

^ 

%  s 

11 

% 

-§ 

^ 

^ 

i 

1 

^  1 

1 

14 

ll 

1 

^ 

1 

£ 
1 

1 

itli 

1 

i 

g 
■3 

-i 

•c 

:  J 

13! 

Hi 

1 

II 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

IM    to 

-* 

- 

--- 

- 

1 

?3 

s 

S 

—  SSS 

2;: 

s 

--SSSSS-S-2 

S  S  §  ?2 

1 

ills 

s  s 

2  i  5  H  1 S 1  i  i 

3saaiSiiSs3Ss3 

3111 

1 

1 

s 
1 

1 

i 
1 

J 
1 

2 

""  1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i 

"  1 

^  1 

'i 

1 

i 

^ 

h 

i 

t  = 

a 

s   : 
1  : 

1  " 

1  1 

Sac 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 
g 

iiii 

il'l'! 
ill  ; 

llll 

i 

i 

J 

1 
1 

1 

1 
-1 

i 
1 

1 

J 

"p: 

> 

2 

1 

•J 

, 

J 

Z 

1 

^ 

^ 

i 

^ 

p 

iiiiii 

0   u  ^  « 

1 
1 

o 

1 

r 

i 

:  ' 
:  L 

ll 

1 

J 

3 

3 

> 

1 

j 

1 

. 

? 

J 

;  ! 

i 

J 

1 

i 

J 

I 

P: 

1 

j 

p 

1 

0 
1 

1^  ^ 

i 

1 

'►- 

i  p 

1 

:  p 

\l 

,, 

: 

1: 

I 

I 

-  i 

5  1- 

S5 

2  - 

5    P 

3  ^ 

3 

3. 

: 
3  p 

3 
5 

i  n 

5  " 
3 

i  K 
^ 

«  p 

3  pt 

p 

\ 

:  p 

pi 

E 

i 
> 

i 

1 

!; 

I  ■ 
°  p 

f 

i 

1  r 

.  -2 

1 

i 

5  '. 

ll 
gp 

5  i 

L 

is 

5: 

:  ■ 

i 

3  P 

3 

5   ■- 

1 

iii 
ill; 

:  • 

5  c 

5  S 

: 
P 

1 

i- 

1 

:l 

5 

N 

I 

1 
1:. 

1 

1 

E 

i 

i 
1 

§ 

§ 

3 

§ 

§ 

g 

§  " 

g 

g  . 

a  - 

3  - 

I  - 

g  _ 

i  - 

i^ 

I  - 

in 

i  - 

§  . 

I    n 

§- 

I- 

i 
4 

<^ 

VOL.  II 93  K 


738 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  319 


zcfi&mKf^p:^l^p^i^>>f^ 


i  d 


s  a 


S  K  H  >  f^  >  Ph 


g    g    D  — 

E  S  <;  M 


i 

.2 

S    §   .2    §    M   b   g   .2 


ccoOoccf^l^f*^ 


K:iP)<;>q>q«,JlP,iJiJCi<i-^ 


i  g  g 

w  6  ^ 


o  o  a  &  o  <;  iS 


S  iS  «     1   5    5    £ 


<  S  rt  i-i 


&  S  I  a  i  .£ 

12;  6  f^  -^  EH  fJ 


Sp^tfe^H&^o 


c    S    S    g 
o  S  ph  iz; 


o  o  3  n  -^  S  H  oj 


■|^aaga|^sS|S||ggS|^s^ 
<:       totctooiO       oooooooooo       o 


a  a  £  a  s  a 

ll  ^  O  ft  «  p 


REPOET-OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY 


739 


j 

1 

Chorillos. 

do 

do 

do 
Const  of  Peru. 
Callao. 
Cho.illos. 
Lima. 
Chorillos. 

do 

^^ 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

-i 

-i 

•^ 

lii 

P  <;  t 

^ 

4 

4 

J 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

4 

^ 

-i 

i 

£ 

a 

£ 

.1 

£ 
J 

> 

6 

^ 

^ 

p: 

ll 

^ 

% 

ili^ 

s 

H 

III 

1 

ill" 

?  g  '^  ■§  ■§  -i 
fS  ;^  w 

liiJii 

p,  la  o  P)  ©■  P- 

1 

1 

a 

i 

...-, 

--- 

--  — 

., 

------- 

'I' 

- 

OJ 

•s 

.__._._ 

2 

^^s^^sss^^s^sss 

cco^^oo 

§iSilgS2SIS 

» 

i  g  ^  g  s  =  i  i  s  1  i  i  s  1 1  a  1  ^-  s  1 H 

1 

■J 

•1 

1 

1 

i 

s 

p 

•J 

1 

t 

= 

A 

"^ 

j 
1 

1 

p 

, 

e 

1^ 

..|, 

M  -^  pp      o             4  M  n 

i 

P 

1 

J 

t 

J 

1 

J 

1 

J 

1 

= 

..  1 

p: 

^ 

1 

1 

6 

1 

J 

J 

P 

^ 

g 

5p 

it 

j 

l^iililll 

1 

3 

1 

1 

o 

^ 
p 

v 

I  p 

5     H 

"" . 

3  ' 

S 

3  -- 

I 

i 

p 

'I 
5  £^ 

1 

' 

p 

1 
12 

J 

i 
P 

1 

i 

(I 

1 
p 

^ 

^f 

i 

i 
1 

p 

3  p 

1 

p 

i 

: 
P 

1 

. 

i 

i 
1 

^ 

1^ 

^ 

f^ 

■ 

I 

- 
It 

r 

J    |3 

A  P 

.  _ 

t 

r 

. 

1 

:^ 

J 

. 
. 

a  ^ 

S 

S 

\l 

_^ 

^ 

-. 

:■  ■- 

p 

1 

t 

J 

1 

4    t- 

° 

i 
1 

■ 

3  P 

i 

^ 

p 

i: 

■h 

.. 

5  & 

r 

It 

' . 

P 

1 

j 

J 
? 

1 

' 

i 

J 

'i 

1 

1 

1 

; 

3 

J 

1 
.1 

1 

p 

% 

i 

t 
1 

i 

1 

•^ 

£ 
* 
) 

1 

1 

44            444&i£fS&I[S                                                     ^  ^  '^         s 

1 

i 

§- 

§. 

3    1 

1  ' 

i- 

%' 

i  - 

3    -, 

§  „ 

=  . 

§- 

i  - 

.- 

I  - 

'-? 

^ 

M 

- 

=  . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

740 


NAVAL    AFFAIKS. 


[No.  319. 


1 
1 

V.alparaiso... 

I'O 

Boston. 
Stonington. 
Edgnrton. 
Nantucket. 

1.1 

i   % 

i 

i 
1 

Boston 

Valdivia  and 
Eiraeo..[Chiloe. 

Wahoo 

Valparaiso 

do           

Valparaiso 

Lumbraco 

Arica 

Callao 

Callao 

Quilca    

Arica   

Guayiiquil 

Valparaiso 

Guayaquil 

Pisco 

Arica 

Quilca 

Huacho   

Labraque 

Quilca 

Liverpool  

St.  Lorenzo.... 
Valparaiso 

do           

do           

Rio  Janeiro  .... 

Arica    

Pisco 

do   

J. 
1 

a 
I?? 

i 

i 

;—  \  \- 

;.   :.   ;..    ;. 

\-\\\\\\\\-'^\ 

"^  M  M  M  n 

;;  SS  ?5  S  15 

:g  ;. i...„o.. ;ss--s  ;-ss 

-%--  i--- i 

1 

g|2  22| 

is    ;S    :||S||S|    i|5gS|    iSS    : 

isS  ;  iii"! 

/ 

t 
1 

Salt 

Oil,  1,600  bbls 

Oil,  1,660  bbls 

Oil,  1,700  bbls  

Oil,  2,100  bbls  

Flour   

Sundries    

Rice,   &c 

Flonr   

Wine 

Cocoa 

General  cargo 

Ballast 

Spars,&c 

Officers  

Sundries    

General  cargo 

Timber,  &c 

Indigo    

Sundries 

Provisions 

Wine    

Sundries 

Provisions 

do         

Sundries 

do       

Pisco  

do    

1 

1 

i 
I! 

1 

New  York 

Boston  

Stonington    

Nantucket    

do            

iiil 



London  

do     

Liverpool  

New  York 

Alexandria 

London 

London 

Sunderland  

Guayaquil 

South  America 

Liverpool  

Valparaiso 

NewYork 

Boston 

New  York 

do          

Baltimore 

Lima   

do     

1 

1 

1 

a 

£ 
o 

1 
1 

1 

Ml.  Hogan 

Israel  Thorndike      

D.  Elkin 

J. Starbuck  

ill! 

:    •  S   : 

:    :  a   : 

^  :  §  4   : 

M 

O'Brian 

Esquabourn 

Hazzard 

Patriots    

D.Mills  

Patriots    

do       

Dawson 

Bishenter 

John  H.  Ilowland 

Lincoln  

Baltimore 

NewYork    

Elery    

Griswold 

Messieks 

Robinson 

Robins 

^ 

i 

s 

J 

Sumner    

N.O.  Carey 

Paddock 

Banker 

a.  Cottle 

JiL 

Gambler 

Simpson 

White 

Smith 

Wm.  Whatson 

G.  AVhite 

AVm.  Burry 

Anto.  Frera 

R.  IIazz,ard 

Murphy 

P.  Goodlet 

Ml.  Ariato 

Wm.  Quick 

Kain 

Reynoldson 

R.  MeClunie 

Roberts 

Dexter 

Thomas    

Forbes 

Plaskett 

Austin 

Hatch 

Hutchins 

McCanley 

Buckanam 

i 
1 

i 

1 

(5 

Stranger    

Ship  Cadmus 

Hydaspe 

Tarquin 

BnsP 

111. 

Brig  Charlotte 

Ellen 

Britomart 

Adventure 

Divan  

Stranger 

Winifred 

Sch.  Four  Brothers 

Thalia 

Basteracha 

Brig  Livonia 

Gratitude    

Ladiago 

Jane 

Antelope 

PeUca    

San  Pedro 

Potomac 

Lincoln   

Sch.  James  Monroe 

Brig  Sarah  &  Eliza 

Ship  Panther 

Brazilian 

Midas 

Young  Caledonia  . . 

Peruvian 

1 
1 
1 

1^ 
1 

do       

May      18 

May         9 

May      12 

June        9 

June      11 

June      19 

Juno      17 

June      23 

June      24 

do         

June      28 

June      29 

July      1 

do         

do         

July         2 

do         

do         

July       4 

do         

July        7 

July        8 

do         

do         

July    11 

do         

do         

July       14 

July     15 

1 

£ 

> 

do         

Coquimbo 

do         

\%l% 

%^%^^ 

=    °oocccc=^o    =    =     o 

%%%%^%%%% 

1826.] 


KEPORT    OF   THE   SECRETARY    OF    THE    NAVY 


741 


I 

1 

1 

■a 

^ 

^^^^^ 

=000=000000^ 

^-00^0000000000 

1 

^1 

1 
1 

■^ 

N  i  N  H  M 

Ill 

S*  0  2 

ril 

CJ    U    > 

Hiliiiiiiijjiil 

1 

i 

—   - 

- 

" 

"  — -- 

-* 

- 

— 

^ 

.. 

"^  s  s  s 

s 

-;:^-2 

^   C-.    0   ^    « 

1 

1 1  g  e 

i   : 

ss|g§2g2§§s||2iS 

ISI 

isSISiS 

1 

■^ 

1 

. 

% 

. 

^  p 

s    : 

K 

" 

U 

j; 

. 

L 

iiiji 

% 

-§ 

1 

II 

ililiir 

i 

11 

1 

'f 

1 

4 

1 

1 

"  :  1 
:  d 

^ 

J 
i 

'  i 

1 

"4 

I 

^ 

e 

^° 

-j 

.i 

1 

> 

\  ^ 

= 

1 

3 

a 

o 

!2 

1 

J 

1 

1 

^ 

j 

^ 

:  J 

:  '^ 

1 

i 
1 

1 

"1 

1 

1 

t 

h 

j 

J 

i 

A 

1 

i 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 
i 

f 

i 

^ 

^ 

i 

1 

i 

^ 

4 

1 
I 

£ 

1 

;! 

1 

1 

J 

1 

IP 

j 

I 

1 

,  ^ 
^ 

3 

7 

5; 

5  ii 

^ 
g 

H 

1 

I 
1 

J 

i 

p: 

\ 

1 
> 

i 

.s- 

(2 

i 

1 

t 

J 

j 

1 

1 

"*•: 

1 

i 

ij 
u 

1 

<; 

t 

E 

I 

1 

J 

c! 

1 

^ 

I 

i 

1 

1 

il 

<!   C 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

1 
1 

1 

2                                               mil  111^ 

1 
1 

J 

\ 

t 

1 

i- 

I  -, 

5     c^ 

. 

. 

. 

. 

, 

. 

^ 

■^ 

^ 

^ 

4 

, 

4 

4 

4 

^ 

-i 

^ 

^ 

^ 

742 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS, 


[No.  319. 


1 

1 
1 

3 

Chorillos. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Coquimbo. 

do 
Chorillos. 

do 
Uncertain. 
New  Japan. 
Chorillos. 

do 

2^^^ 

1 

1 

i  Hii  111  lli^lljiil 

liiNlN 

^  ^z;  >        ft  <        c 

1 
a 

i 

----- 

- 

-*  ^ 

- 

s 

s-s^s  = 

to     -■ 

s 

o.,^ 

SgJ-SSJSSS 

H 

2111111-1 

S 1 1 S  -  -  :  -  i  S  g  i  i  i  1 1 1 

.r 

t 

c 

j 

1 

1 

"I 

E- 

^ 

^ 

1 

j 

J 

.1 

p: 

d 

;  1 

1  = 

W 

i 
ll 

^ 

-j 

j 

'I 

i 

I 

^ 

1 

' 

S 

i 

1 

^ 

i 

i  \ 

:  1 

1 

;! 

J 

ill 

3 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

t 

1 

1- 

X 

E 

.-5 

►I 

1 

s 

i 

J 

J 

1 

J 

1 

i 

1 
IS 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 
J 

'i 

1 

1 

1 

ft! 

- 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

c 

J 

1 
1 

1 

i 

i  1 

1 

1 

■1 

j 

1 

1 

J 

2 

^ 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

(£ 

1 

IS 

1 

1 

1 

j 
< 

2 

J 

s 

>  s 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
o  a 

I 

1 

1 

1 
.j 

E 

.r 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i 

^  1  1  1  a  a  11  II  -S  1  .=  1  ^  1  .=  1  1  5  .-  1  ^  1  m  ^  ^ 

"  1 

1 

£ 
1 

1 

i 

^ 

■2 

-3 

-§ 

^ 

.g 

■^ 

-§ 

° 

° 

.§ 

1 
J 

^^ 

-§ 

■I 

^ 

^ 

^ 

% 

S 

5 

1826.]  REPORT    OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   THE   NAVY.  743 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hall  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  December  31,  1825. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  two  letters  of  24th  May  last,  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  on 
this  coast,  and  expressing  a  lidpe  that,  from  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  I  have  been  in  this 
sea,  I  could  be  enabled  to  leave  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  neighborhood  of  the  Sandwich 
and  Friendly  Islands,  and  return  by  the  way  of  the  coast  of  California  and  Mexico. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  changes,  though  great,  that  have  taken  place,  are  not  such  as,  at  the  time 
you  wrote,  might  have  been  supposed;  as,  in  consequence  of  the  holding  out  of  the  castles  of  Callao, 
contrary  to  the  expectations  of  every  one,  and  directly  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  situa- 
tion of  our  commerce  has  not  received  all  the  benefit  that  we  had  reason  to  hope  and  believe  it  would, 
when  we  were  first  made  acquainted  with  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army,  and  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation that  followid,  as  it  was  confidently  believed  that  the  castles  of  Callao  would  be  given  up,  and  that 
our  ships  W(.)ul(l  iiiiiiKMJiatcly  have  the  benefit  of  the  fine  Bay  of  Callao,  and  the  protection  of  the  castles, 
when  in  the  pusscssidii  (if  the  patriots,  and  that,  within  a  very  few  months,  there  would  be  a  settled  and 
permanent  government  in  Peru. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  obstinacy  of  General  Rodil,  in  holding  the  castles  of  Callao,  our 
ships  have  been  driven  from  the  bay,  and  have  been  compelled  to  discharge  their  cargoes  in  an  open 
roadstead  at  Chorillos,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  where  there  is  constantly  a  heavy  swell  setting  in, 
which  causes  them  to  roll  very  heavy,  and  frequently  for  several  days  in  succession  boats  cannot  land 
without  great  danger;  many  boats  have  been  stove  by  the  violence  of  the  surf,  and  many  lives  have  been 
lost;  and  in  many  instances  great  damage  has  been  done  to  the  cargoes  when  landing,  and  in  trans- 
porting the  goods  to  Lima;  nor  have  the  changes  in  the  affairs  of  the  government  of  Peru  been  such  as 
was  anticipated,  indeed  it  can  hardly  be  called  a  government.  General  Bolivar  has  been  called  to  the 
interior,  and  has  been  absent  many  months,  and  little  has  been  done  by  those  left  in  charge  of  the  govern- 
ment to  establish  a  permanent  and  regular  form  for  one;  little  has  been  done  but  to  keep  up  a  close  siege 
and  blockade  of  Callao,  which  has  been  done  at  an  immense  expense,  and  has  caused  the  patriots  to  keep 
up  a  large  force  before  Callao,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lima. 

The  congress  is  soon  to  meet  at  Lima,  and  General  Le  Mar  arrived  the  day  before  yesterday  to  take 
the  command,  it  is  believed,  civil  and  military,  and  it  is  believed  much  good  will  result  from  the  changes 
that  are  about  to  take  place. 

Such  has  been  the  state  of  affairs  for  the  last  six  months,  I  have  considered  it  proper  to  remain  at 
Chorillos  for  the  protection  of  our  merchant  ships,  to  give  them  such  aid  as  they  might  require,  in  the 
event  of  the  surrender  of  the  castles,  which  has  been  expected  from  day  to  day  for  the  last  ten  or  eleven 
months. 

Should  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Peru  and  Chili  remain  as  they  now  are,  and  have  been  for  many 
months  past,  I  shall  deem  it  improper  for  this  ship  to  leave  the  coast  to  visit  the  islands  as  directed,  and 
as  I  have,  in  part,  anticipated  your  wishes  by  sending  the  Dolphin  the  precise  route  pointed  out  by  you, 
my  present  intention  is,  to  wait  her  return,  as  she  may  be  expected  in  about  six  weeks  or  two  months, 
and  ascertain  the  result  of  her  cruise,  and  immediately  dispatch  the  Peacock  or  this  ship  in  furtherance 
of  your  orders  of  the  24th;  much,  however,  will  depend  on  the  state  of  Peru  and  Chili,  and  the  report  of 
the  Dolphin  on  her  return,  which  vessel  goes,  this  ship  or  the  Peacock;  and  I  most  earnestly  hope  that, 
in  using  my  best  judgment  and  discretion,  I  shall  decide  in  a  way  that  will  meet  j^our  approbation." 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

United  States  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  January  24,  1826. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  the  articles  of  capitulation  of  the  castles  of  Callao,  which 
have  this  moment  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  politeness  of  Sir  Murray  Maxwell,  commander  of  the 
Briton,  now  at  anchor  under  the  castles. 

My  officers  that  landed  at  Callao  represent  the  town  as  being  in  a  most  deplorable  state;  many 
houses  are  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  patriots  are  now  burying  the  dead  from  their  dwellings,  where 
they  have  perished  for  want  of  food;  some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  dead  many  days. 

The  Peacock  is  now  in  sight,  standing  for  this  bay,  and  I  hope  she  will  arrive  in  time  for  me  to  for- 
ward any  letters  or  news  that  Captain  Jones  may  have  from  Valparaiso. 

The  merchant  ships  are  all  at  Chorillos,  and  will  remain  there  until  the  town  of  Callao  is  in  a  state 
to  open  a  communication  with  the  shipping  and  Lima.  I  shall  send  the  Peacock  to  Chorrills,  to  give  our 
ships  such  aid  as  they  may  require  in  coming  to  this  bay.     They  will  all  be  down  in  three  or  four  days." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

United  States  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  January  21,  1826. 
"As  the  war  is  now  at  an  end  on  this  side  of  Cape  Horn,  and  as,  in  all  probability',  the  Spanish 
government  will  despair  of  ever  getting  a  foothold,  either  in  Chili  or  Peru  again,  I  respectfully  submit 
to  you  my  opinion  as  to  the  force  that  appears  to  me  best  calculated  to  give  protection  to  our  commerce 
on  this  coast,  in  a  state  of  peace^  or  until  regular  governments  are  established  in  Chili  and  Peru;  for, 
until  regular  governments  are  established,  it  appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  have  a 
naval  force  in  this  sea,  as,  in  all  probability,  the  governments  of  Chili  and  Peru  will  now  lay  up  their 
ships  of  war  and  discharge  their  crews;  and  as  there  will  be  no  employment  for  them,  and  as  the  service 
they  have  been  employed  in  for  years  past  has  been  such  as  to  give  them  the  worst  habits,  and  the  most 
of  them,  officers  as  well  as  men,  totally  devoid  of  principle,  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  resort  to  plun- 
der and  piracy  for  a  living,  unless  a  force  is  kept  on  the  coast  to  prevent  it.  I  should,  therefore,  recom- 
mend one  or  two  large  sloops,  and  one  schooner,  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  and  Peru,  and  two  schooners  to 
the  northward;  one  of  them  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  the  other  still  further  north.  These 
vessels  to  be  kept  constantly  moving  up  and  down  the  coast,  by  which  means  our  commerce  would  be 
protected,  and  our  merchants  would  have  a  constant  and  safe  communication  with  the  United  States,  by 
way  of  Panama,  and  the  commanding  officer  on  the  station  would  receive  intelligence  from  home,  by  that 
route,  much  sooner  than  by  Cape  Horn. 
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Our  commerce  is  daily  increasing  on  the  wliole  coast,  and  particularly  by  the  way  of  Panama  to 
Guayaquil,  and  along-  the  coast  to  the  northward;  and  heretofore,  the  state  of  this  part  of  the  trade  has 
been  such,'  and  our  force  so  limited,  that  a  vessel  could  not  be  spared  to  give  protection  to  our  commerce 
on  that  coast,  although  frequent  applications  have  been  made  by  the  merchants  for  a  vessel  to  be  sent 
there. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav)/,  dated — 

United  States'  Frigate  United  States,  Coquimbo,  March  28,  1826. 
I  am  convinced  that  our  commerce  has  been  heretofore,  and  will  be  for  many  months,  more  exposed 
on  the  coast  of  Peru,  than  at  Valparaiso  or  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  I  remained  at  Valparaiso  twenty-six 
days,  which  enabled  me  to  accomplish  the  object  of  my  visit  there;  and  as  there  was  no  necessity  for  my 
remaining  there  longer,  everything  relating  to  our  commerce  being  quiet  where  this  ship  would  be  of 
use  I  sailed  for  this  port  on  my  way  to  Lima,  intending  to  call  in  at  all  the  intermediate  ports,  between 
here  and  that  place,  where  our  merchant  ships  visit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frigate  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  Peru,  April  25,  1826. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  return  to  this  port,  after  an  absence  of  nearly  three  months. 
I  remained  four  weeks  at  Valparaiso;  touched  for  a  few  days  at  the  intermediate  posts,  (Coquimbo, 
Huasco,  Arica  and  Quilca.)  The  three  last-mentioned  places  I  never  before  had  it  in  my  power  to  visit; 
they  are  each  much  frequented  by  our  merchant  vessels,  and  I  was  happy  to  find  that  our  countrymen 
were  there  treated  with  respect. 

I  received  every  mark  of  civility  from  the  authorities  of  the  government  at  each  place,  and  having 
visited  them  in  this  ship,  will,  I  think,  have  a  favorable  effect. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Frig-we  United  States,  Callao  Bay,  May  26,  1826. 
As  this  vessel  sails  immediately,  I  have  only  a  moment  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  crews  of 
this  ship  and  the  Peacock  are  in  good  health,  and  that  nothing  of  recent  date  has  taken  place  to  interrupt 
our  commerce  on  this  side  of  the  Cape.  We  have  now  a  large  number  of  valuable  ships  on  this  coast, 
with  valuable  cargoes,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  have  come  to  a  bad  market,  and  must  suffer  great  loss. 
The  Peacock  is  under  orders  to  proceed  in  execution  of  that  part  of  your  instructions  directing  me  to 
go  with  this  ship,  or  dispatch  one  of  the  vessels  under  my  command,  to  the  Sandwich  and  other  islands 
in  the  Pacific  ocean,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  Captain  Jones  is  directed  to  run  down  the 
coast  as  far  as  Paita,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  in  stock  and  other  articles  for  his  crew,  which  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  cannot  be  purchased  here.  From  Paita  he  will  proceed  direct  to  the  Marquesas, 
and  remain  there  as  long  as  in  his  judgment  is  necessary;  and  from  the  Marquesas  he  is  directed  to 
visit  Otaheite  and  such  other  of  the  Society  Islands  as  to  him  may  appear  necessary  in  furtherance  of 
the  object  of  his  cruise;  he  is  then  to  visit  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  after  remaining  there  as  long  as 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  visit,  he  is  to  use  his  discretion  as  to  going  to  the  coasts 
of  California  and  Mexico.  Should  he  arrive  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  time  to  visit  the  coasts  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Mexico  before  the  term  of  service  of  his  crew  shall  have  expired,  and  his  ship  in  every  other 
way  in  a  condition  to  perform  the  cruise,  he  is  ordered  to  do  so;  but  should  there  be  any  uneasiness 
among  his  crew  on  account  of  their  time  being  out,  or  any  other  circumstance  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
good  of  the  service  requires  it,  he  is  to  return  to  this  port  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  touching  in  at  the 
ports  to  the  northward,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  to  give  protection  to  our  ships  that  are  daily  leaving  here 
for  ports  to  the  northward. 

The  Peacock  has  a  healthy  and  fine  crew,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  fit  her  in  the  best  possi- 
ble manner  for  the  cruise  she  is  to  perform. 

(Here  follows  in  the  original  documents  a  correspondence  of  Captain  J.  D.  Elliot,  of  the  navy,  and 
others,  relating  to  affairs  with  Brazil,  which  will  he  found  in  volume  6,  on  Foreign  Relations,  No.  238, 
from  page  277  to  293,  inclusive.) 

Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Commodore  James  Biddle,  dated — 

United  States  Frigate  Macedonian,  Rio  Janeiro,  September  11,  1826. 
Your  general  order  of  10th  July  last,  making  known  the  lamented  death  of  our  venerable  and  vene- 
rated fellow-citizen,  John  Adams,  was  received  last  evening  by  an  arrival  from  Baltimore.  Your  general 
order  of  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  to  which  it  refers,  has  not  yet  been  received;  and  I  could  not,  there- 
fore, know  the  funeral  honors,  as  they  had  been  prescribed  by  the  Department.  At  sunrise,  this  ship  and 
the  Boston  displayed  their  colors  half-mast,  and  so  continued  them  throughout  the  day.  Each  ship  fired 
thirteen  minute  guns  at  sunrise,  at  noon,  and  at  sundown. 

The  death  of  the  illustrious  patriots,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  will  be  lamented  by  the 
enlightened  and  the  good  in  every  part  of  the  world,  without  regard  to  the  distinctions  of  climate  or 
nation.  The  British  men-of-war  in  this  harbor  testified  their  respect  on  the  occasion,  by  displaying  their 
colors  at  half-mast;  and  I  wrote  a  note  to  Captain  King,  the  senior  officer,  expressive  of  my  thanks  for 
the  respectful  manner  in  which  the  ships  under  his  command  had  noticed  this  mournful  dispensation  of 
Providence. 

I  shall  leave  orders  here  for  Captain  Elliot  to  testify  the  national  respect  for  the  character  and 
services  of  these  illustrious  citizens,  and  the  national  sorrow  for  their  loss,  in  like  manner  with  ourselves, 
should  he  not  have  previously  paid  funeral  honors  at  some  other  port. 
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S. 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    COMMODORE    WARRINGTON. 

Commodore  Lewis  Warrington  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

V.  S.  Ship  Constellation,  Pensacola,  August  10,  1826. 
The  John  Adams  is  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba:  the  Hornet  is  on  the  north  side,  watching  the  old 
Bahama  Straits,  Matanzas,  and  the  Double  Headed  Shot  Keys. 

No  piracies  have  been  committed  since  my  last  letters.     Depredations  on  our  commerce  are  fortu- 
nately unheard  of  where  they  were  formerly  so  frequent,  and  no  interruption  has  been  experienced  by  it. 
I  shall  be  off  Cuba  in  a  few  days.     The  squadron  enjoys  health,  and  this  ship  to  an  uncommon  extent. 


T. 

CORRESPONDENCE  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  SLOOP- OF-WAR  LEXINGTON  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  FISHERIES. 

(7op!/  of  a  letter  from  W.  B.  Sliubrick  to  Stephen  Ttiacher,  Esq.,  collector  at  Eastport,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  Lexington,  June  19,  1826. 
I  have  arrived  in  this  harbor,  on  my  way  to  the  fishing  grounds  frequented  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  said  citizens  in  their  rights;  and,  at  the  same  time,  observing 
that  they  do  not,  on  their  part,  give  any  just  cause  of  complaint  by  trespassing  on  the  rights  of  others. 

I  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  any  information  that  you  may  have  received 
on  these  subjects,  and  point  out  to  me  the  fishing  grounds  most  frequented  by  our  citizens  during  this  and 
the  two  ensuing  mouths. 

S.  Thayer,  dejnity  collector,  to  blaster  Commandant  W.  B.  Shubrick. 

Custom  House,  Luhec,  June  24,  1826. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  beg  leave,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Thacher,  to  observe, 
that  no  information,  which  ultimately  proved  to  be  true,  has  been  received  the  present  year,  that  the 
rights  of  our  citizens  engaged  in  the  fisheries  have  been  infringed.  The  presence  of  an  armed  vessel  of 
the  United  States  on  this  station,  the  past  fishing  season,  with  the  expectation  that  one  would  be  sent,  the 
present  year,  to  protect  our  rights,  has  had,  without  doubt,  a  most  salutary  effect. 

The  places  most  frequented  by  our  citizens  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  during  the  present  and  two 
succeeding  months,  are  the  Grand  Menan  banks;  the  Nova  Scotia  shore,  from  Annapolis  to  Cape  Sable; 
the  Bay  Chaleur,  round  the  Magdalen  Islands;  the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  and  the  Labrador  coast,  as  far  as 
the  Great  Bay  of  Esquimaux. 

Master  Commandant  W.  B.  Sliubrick  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  Ship  Lexington,  Eastport,  June  26,  1826. 
Since  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  my  arrival  at  this 
place,  I  have  conversed  with  the  deputy  collectors  for  Eastport  and  Lubec,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to 
say  that  I  cannot  learn  from  them,  or  from  any  other  source,  that  any  interruption  has  been  given  to  the 
pursuits  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  this  season. 

U.  S.  Ship  Lexington,  New  York,  September  5,  1826. 

Sir:  In  my  letters  of  the  18th  and  20th  June,  and  the  6th  of  July,  I  had  the  honor  to  make  you 
acquainted  with  my  proceedings  up  to  the  last  date. 

After  leaving  Eastport,  I  passed  south  of  the  North  Seal  Island,  west  of  the  Island  of  Grand  Menan, 
and  along  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  far  as  Cape  Canso.  Passing  through  the  Gut  of  Canso,  I  anchored 
at  Entry  Island,  one  of  the  Magdalen  groupe.  Leaving  the  Magdalen  Islands,  I  made  the  Island  of  New- 
foundland at  Cape  Ray,  run  down  the  northeast  coast  of  the  island,  and  anchored  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
From  the  Bay  of  Islands,  I  continued  down  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  as  far  as  Cape  Rich,  from  which  I 
crossed  over  to  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  anchored  at  Blanche  Sablon,  and  coasted  from  thence  as  far  as 
54  deg.  45  min.  north,  visiting,  either  with  the  ship  or  boats,  all  the  harbors  most  resorted  to  by  American 
fishermen. 

I  did  not  go  farther  north,  because  the  navigation  had  become  very  unsafe,  from  the  immense  quan- 
tities of  ice  on  the  coast,  and  I  could  not  learn  that  any  fishermen  had  gone  beyond  preedy  Island,  in  53 
deg.  45  min.  north. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  being  then  in  54  deg.  and  45  min.  north,  the  ice  extended,  in  apparently  a 
solid  body,  from  northwest  to  southeast.  Returning  through  the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  I  met,  on  the  9th 
of  August,  the  British  sloop-of-war  Orestes,  Captain  William  Jones,  and  we  anchored  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  at  Isle  au  Bois.  After  exchanging  civilities  in  the  most  cordial  manner,  Captain  Jones  and  myself 
visited,  together,  the  fishing  establishments  of  Blanche  Sablon  and  Brasdor. 

A  few  days  before  I  fell  in  with  the  Orestes,  she  had  run  against  an  island  of  ice,  and  lost  her  bow- 
sprit. Fogs  and  strong  southwest  winds  kept  us  together  for  a  week,  during  which  time  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  was  kept  up  between  the  officers  of  the  two  ships. 

After  leaving  Isle  au  Bois,  I  passed  again  along  the  north  coast  of  Newfoundland,  to  Cape  Ray, 
between  Cape  Ray  and  Cape  North,  and  along  the  coasts  of  Cape  Breton  Island  and  Nova  Scotia,  with 
the  intention  of  going  again  to  Eastport;  but,  in  consequence  of  light  winds  and  thick  fogs,  I  did  not  get 
to  Cape  Sable  until  the  29th  ult.;  when,  finding  I  could  not  go  into  the  Bay  of  Fuudy  without  a  very 
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great  probability  of  being  detained  after  the   15th  of  September,  I  determined  to  make  the  best  of  my 
way  to  this  place. 

The  American  fishermen  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  have  not  experienced  any  interruption  in  their  pursuits 
this  season,  nor  have  any  complaints,  so  far  as  1  could  learn,  been  made  against  them.  They,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  Eastport,  speak  in  terms  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  commander  of 
the  English  brig-of-war  Dotterel.  Many  of  the  difBculties  complained  of  hitherto  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
have  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  our  fishermen,  belonging  to  Eastport,  Machias,  and  Lubec,  having 
formed  matrimonial  connections  with  the  inhabitants  of  Grand  Menan,  and  being  induced  thereby  to  visit 
the  harbors  of  that  island  for  other  purposes  than  "for  shelter,"  "repairing  damages,"  "purchasing 
wood,"  or  "obtaining  water." 

While  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  I  saw  no  British  cruiser,  except  the  one  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the 
6th  of  July.  On  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  I  saw  not  one  American  fisherman.  I  spoke  almost  every 
schooner  that  I  saw,  but  they  all  proved  to  be  from  the  smafl  settlements  on  the  coast,  except  an  English 
schooner  from  Quebec,  bound  to  Jamaica. 

The  American  fishermen  who  have  resorted  to  the  Magdalen  Islands,  have  not,  that  I  could  learn,  at 
any  time  experienced  any  interruption,  either  from  the  cruisers  or  from  citizens  of  any  nation.  Thev  have 
taken  their  fish  on  the  shoals  around  the  islands,  and,  by  agreement  with  the  inhabitants,  made  (or  cured) 
them  on  Amherst  Isle,  one  of  the  group,  loaded  their  vessels,  and  gone  home;  mutual  harmony  subsisting 
all  the  time. 

On  the  northwest  coast  of  Newfoundland,  not  one  American  fisherman  is  to  be  found:  they  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  all  the  fishing  grounds  around  the  islands,  in  consequence  of  the  vexatious  conduct 
of  the  French  cruisers,  and  the  agents  for  the  French  fishing  establishments  on  the  coast,  who  have  driven 
them  from  the  harbors,  at  times  when  shelter,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  was  very  desirable ;  not  allow- 
ing them  to  procure  wood  or  water,  or  even  to  take  fish  enough  for  their  immediate  use.  This  conduct 
operates  with  great  severity  on  our  citizens,  as  the  best  harbors  in  the  Straits  of  Belleisle  are  on  the  New- 
foundland side,  abounding  in  fish  and  bait,  and  affording  great  facilities  for  procuring  wood  and  water. 
From  this  coast  the  ice  clears  at  least  a  fortnight  earlier  than  from  the  opposite  one  of  Labrador,  and 
hence,  fish  are  to  be  taken  here  so  much  earlier.  It  was  the  custom  of  our  fishermen,  formerly,  to  take 
one-third,  and  sometimes  one-half  of  their  fares  on  the  Newfoundland  side,  and  thence  cross  to  Labrador 
at  as  early  a  period  as  they  can  noiv  commence  their  fishing.  On  crossing  over  to  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
American  fishermen  are  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  from  Phillipian  Bay  to  Cape  Charles;  they  have 
uninterruptedly  pursued  their  occupation  of  taking  fish,  and  only  in  one  instance,  that  I  could  learn,  has 
there  been  any  demands  made  on  them  for  the  privilege  of  drying  them  on  shore. 

At  Brasdor,  a  Mr.  Jones,  who  claims  to  be  proprietor  of  the  surrounding  rocks,  has  demanded  from 
each  American  vessel,  one,  and  sometimes  two  quintals  of  fish,  for  the  privilege  of  drying  them  on  shore; 
this  has  generally  been  acquiesced  in  cheerfully;  some  of  the  fishermen,  however,  complained  to  me, 
that  they  thought  it  an  unjust  exaction,  because  they  doubted  if  Jones  could  prove  his  ownership  in  the 
rocks,  they  being  separated  from  the  main  land.  I  conversed  with  Jones  on  the  subject,  and  he  promised 
me  that  he  would  procure  from  the  proper  office  at  St.  Johns  a  copy  of  an  ofiicial  record,  which  would 
satisfy  any  doubts  that  might  be  entertained  by  the  fishermen,  or  by  any  American  ofiicer  who  might 
visit  that  place  hereafter.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  Jones  only  exercises  a  right  that  is  clearly  his;  he 
resides  at  this  place  all  the  year,  and  is,  therefore,  an  inhabitant,  as  well  as  proprietor  of  the  soil. 

There  have  not  been  so  many  vessels  employed  in  fishing  this  season  as  for  several  seasons  past,  and 
very  few  have  gone  further  north  than  Cape  Charles.  At  Greedy  Island,  where  Captain  Parker  found 
twenty  or  thirty  sail,  I  found  but  one;  at  Indian  Island  none,  and  not  more  than  six  altogether;  have 
gone  as  far  as  53  deg.  30  min.  north. 

In  all  my  intercourse  with  the  fishermen,  I  have  been  at  great  pains  to  impress  on  their  minds  that, 
while  it  is  the  intention  of  the  government  to  protect  them  in  all  their  rights,  it  is,  at  the  same  time, 
bound  to  prevent  them  from  trespassing  on  the  rights  of  others;  and  that  I  should  feel  it  equally  my 
duty  to  report  any  misconduct  on  their  part,  as  to  resent  any  injury  done  to  them. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  conduct  of  all  my  ofiicers  has  been  perfectly 
satisfactory.  I  have,  during  a  cruise  made  perilous  by  immense  quantities  of  ice,  thick,  and  almost  con- 
stant fogs,  inaccurate  charts,  and  pilots  unused  to  any  vessel  larger  than  a  fishing  smack,  received  from 
each,  in  his  respective  situation,  the  most  zealous  and  efficient  assistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


W.  B.  SHUBKICK. 


PAPERS    IN    RELATION    TO   THE    GREEK    SHIP   LIBER.iTOR. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  10,  1826. 
Sir:  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  inquire  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy 
whether  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Department,  for  executing  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  would  be  injuriously  interfered  with  if  the  building  of  one  of  the  frigates 
authorized  by  that  act  should  be  suspended  for  the  present,  and  the  timber  for  her  frame  secured,  and  the 
government  be  authorized  to  purchase,  in  lieu  of  such  frigate,  for  the  naval  service,  a  ship  of  equal,  or 
rather  superior  force,  if  the  same  can  be  procured  for  the  United  States  on  advantageous  terms. 
Your  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  STORRS,  Chairman  Naval  Committee. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Hon.  Henry  B.  Storrs,  chairman  of  Naval  Committee, 
House  of  Representatives,  dated — 

May  12,  1826. 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  10th,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  arrange" 
ments  made  bj'  the  Navy  Department,  for  executing  the  law  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy,  would  be,  in  any  respect,  injuriously  interfered  with,  if  the  building  of  one  of  the 
frigates  authorized  by  that  act  should  be  suspended  for  the  present,  and  the  timber  for  her  frame  secured, 
and  the  Executive  be  authorized  to  purchase,  in  lieu  of  such  frigate,  a  ship  of  equal  or  superior  force. 
The  timber  may  be  so  secured  as  to  prevent  any  injury  to  it,  and  it  will  be  necessary  either  for  building 
or  repairs  at  some  future  period. 

Copy  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodores  William  Bainbridge,  Isaac  Chauncy,  and 
Jacob  Jones,  dated — 

May  29,  1826. 
At  the  late  session  of  Congress  a  law  was  passed,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

It  is  understood  that  there  are  now  lying  at  New  York  two  vessels  coming  within  the  description 
contained  in  the  law,  built  by  or  under  the  agency  of  G.  G.  &  S.  Howland,  and  of  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  that  you  examine  those  vessels,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
and  furnish  a  full  report  of  their  state  and  qualities,  with  an  estimate  of  their  value. 

Cojyy  of  a  letter  from  Commodores  William  Bainbridge,  Jacob  Jones,  and  I.  Chauncy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  dated — 

Washingtom,  June  21,  1826. 

We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo.  We  examined  the  ships  therein 
referred  to,  and  think  the  one  called  the  Liberator  the  best  adapted  for  the  public  service  of  the  United 
States.  Her  size  is  that  of  a  forty-four  of  the  first  class.  She  appears  to  have  been  faithfully  built, 
though  her  frame,  being  of  white  oak,  is,  as  respects  the  material,  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  ships 
building  under  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy. 

With  respect  to  the  "state  and  qualities"  of  this  ship,  we  can  only  observe  that  she  is  new,  and 
appears  to  be  sound  throughout;  and  from  her  form  and  dimensions,  we  should  judge  favorably  of  her 
qualities. 

We  have  carefully  prepared,  and  now  respectfully  submit,  the  accompanying  estimate  (A)  as  to  her 
value,  including  her  cannon  and  carronades,  and  such  quantity  of  shot  (particularly  mentioned  in  the 
estimate)  as  is  allowed  to  a  vessel  of  her  class  about  to  proceed  on  a  cruise,  of  the  kind  stated  in  the 
inventory. 

Copy  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  J.  K.  Paxdding,  Esq.,  Navy  agent,  New  York,  dated — 

August  12,  1826. 

I  enclose  to  you  an  estimate  of  th'e  value  of  the  sixty  gun  ship,  now  lying  at  New  York,  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Co.,  and  G.  G.  &  I.  S.  Howland,  for  the  agents  of  the  Greek  govern- 
ment. By  this  estimate  you  will  perceive  that  certain  materials  for  its  equipment  are  embraced  in  the 
general  amount.  The  legal  title  of  the  ship  is  now  said  to  be  in  the  arbitrators  who  were  selected  to 
setttle  the  controversy  between  the  builders  and  the  Greek  agents. 

You  are  hereby  instructed  to  place  the  papers  before  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  Tor 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  obtain  from  him  an  opinion  as  to  the  right  and  power  of  the  arbitrators  to 
transfer  the  title  to  the  United  States,  should  a  purchase  be  made;  and  if  it  be  his  opinion  that  a  good 
title  can  be  made,  you  will  obtain  from  him  the  papers  necessary  and  proper  to  make  the  conveyance 
legal,  and  purchase  said  vessel  from  those  authorized  to  sell  it  for  the  amount  of  said  estimate,  viz: 
$230,570.91. 

You  may  permit  the  agents  or  owners  of  the  other  Greek  vessels  to  take  from  this  any  articles  which 
are  on  board,  designed  for  its  equipment,  deducting  from  the  amount  of  the  estimate  the  estimated  value 
of  such  articles  as  are  taken. 

Should  you  make  the  purchase,  let  the  vessel  be  delivered  immediately  to  Commodore  Chauncy.  The 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  remitted  to  you  by  this  day's  mail. 

It  is  desired  that  not  the  least  delay  be  permitted  in  concluding  this  transaction. 

A. 
Estimate  of  the  value  of  the  ship-of-ivar,  the  Liberator. 
Wood  of  every  description  for  the  hull,  with  a  live  oak  frame,  would  cost  $65,000.     In  this 
frame  there  are  about  24,000  cubical  feet.     Live  oak  costs  $1.42|,  and  white  oak  is  esti- 
mated at  60  cents;  difference  821  cents  per  cubical  foot,  $19,800,  deducted   from   the 

$65,000,  leaves $45,200  00 

Iron   9, 795  00 

Copper  and  composition 27 ,  140  00 

Standing  and  running  rigging,  cables,  hawsers,  and  messengers,  per  inventory 12,698  00 

Chaincables,   {  35  ^^'^X' '^  If  }      ^'^"^^  80 

Boats,  with  oars  complete *. 1 ,  885  00 

Water  casks,  33,300  gallons 3,330  00 

Blocks 5,000  00 

Sails 17,000  00 

Anchors 4 ,  474  00 

Labor  of  every  description 55,000  00 

Kentlege,  100  tons 4,000  00 

Galley 2,000  00 
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Armament;  32  34-pound  cannon $13,566  00 

3,000  32-pound  shot,  and  900  32-pouud  grape 7 , 004  00 

30  42-pound  carronades 5,550  00 

1,215  42-pound  shot,  and  500  42-pound  grape 1,680  00 

Gun  carriages,  and  all  the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  armament,  including  the  stores  in  the 
gunner's  department,  the  magazine  furniture,  the  forge,  bellows,  and  all  the  articles 

belonging  to  the  blacksmith's  department,  per  inventory 13,426  It 

$230,570  97 

Ccypy  of  a  letter  frovi  Commodore  Bainhridge  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

August  25,  1826. 

We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  with  Mr.  Coustavlo's,  in  which  he 
claims  an  allowance  for  the  masts  and  spars  of  the  Liberator,  as  not  having  been  included  iu  the  general 
estimate  as  to  her  cost. 

On  referring  to  the  estimate,  it  appears  that  the  wood  of  the  masts  and  spars  was  included  in  the 
item  of  $65,000;  the  terms  "  masts  and  spars"  were  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  heading  of  that  item: 
that  the  iron,  as  stated  by  Captain  Chauncey,  was  also  included,  but  it  appears  that  the  labor  of  making 
the  masts  and  spars  was  not  included  in  the  general  estimate  for  labor;  we  therefore  think  that  the  value 
of  this  labor  should  be  allowed  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  the  general  estimate.  There  is  some  diificulty 
in  forming  a  precise  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of  this  labor,  but  we  think  that  $3,000  would  be  a  liberal 
allowance — say  three  thousand  dollars. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  Tillotson,  Esq.,  to  James  K.  Paxdding,  Esq.,  dated — • 

New  York,  August  22,  1826. 
I  have  examined  the  papers  submitted  to  me  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  ship  Liberator.  I 
find  that  the  ownership  of  the  property  was  legally  acquired  by  the  arbitrators,  who  propose  to  convey, 
and  are  of  opinion  they  are  entitled  to  give  a  good  title.  The  bill  of  sale  to  be  executed  by  the  arbitra- 
tors will  of  course  be  accompanied  by  delivery,  and  the  register  surrendered  at  the  custom  house  by  the 
parties. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  August  28,  1826. 
In  pursuance  of  your  order  of  the  12th  instant  I  took  possession  of  the  frigate  called  the  Liberator, 
on  the  23d  inst.,  purchased  by  the  Navy  agent,  and  this  morning  she  was  brought  to  the  Navy  yard, 
where  she  is  now  moored. 


W. 


COPIES   AND   EXTRACTS   RESPECTING  THE   AFRICAN   AGENCY. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Dr.  John  W.  Peaco,  principal  agent  of  the  United  States  for  liberated  Africans, 

Washington. 

Na^t'  Department,  December  28,  1825. 

In  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  3d  March,  1819,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  appointed  you  the  principal  agent  of  this  government  "  upon  the  coast 
of  Africa,  for  receiving  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels  seized 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade,  by  the  commanders  of  the  United  States  armed  vessels." 

Your  commission  has  been  already  prepared  and  delivered;  and  you  will  receive  herewith  a  printed 
copy  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  for  your 'guidance. 

The  instructions  heretofore  given  to  those  who  have  preceded  you  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
copies  of  which  accompany  this,  will  exhibit  the  views  entertained  by  the  Executive  respecting  the 
general  concerns  of  the  agency,  at  the  various  periods  at  which  those  instructions  were  written,  and  you 
will  regard  them  as  a  guide  to  yourself  on  those  points  in  which  they  have  not  been  executed  or  altered, 
and  in  which  the  situation  of  the  agency  has  not  been  changed  since  they  were  given.  Time,  and  the 
progress  made  in  improvements,  since  its  first  establishment,  have  lessened  many  of  its  wants,  and  iu 
some  respects  varied  its  character. 

You  will  perceive  that  all  the  agents  have  been  particularly  directed  not  to  connect  their  views,  or 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  those  of  the  Colonization  Society.  From  the  circumstance  that  they  have 
been  simultaneously  clothed  with  powers,  both  from  the  government  and  the  society,  it  has  been  found 
difiicult  rigidly  to  adhere  to  this  part  of  their  instructions,  located  at  the  same  place,  for  mutual  defence 
and  accommodation:  and  the  resources  of  the  society  sometimes  falling  short  of  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  its  supporters,  the  colonists  have  frequently  been  dependent  on  the  supplies  furnished  by  the 
government,  for  the  use  of  the  liberated  Africans,  for  their  own  sustenance;  and  the  agents,  from  motives 
of  prudence  and  humanity,  distributed  provisions  among  the  settlers,  to  preserve  them  from  want  and 
dispersion;  but  in  this  the  government  has  probably  sustained  no  loss.  In  return,  the  colonists  have  con- 
tributed their  labor,  in  the  erection  of  buildings  and  other  improvements,  and  to  the  defence  of  the  estab- 
lishment from  attacks,  which,  without  their  aid,  might  have  proved  fatal,  and  would  certainly  have 
required  larger  expenditures  of  money. 

A  question  has  recently  been  submitted,  how  far  the  government  is  disposed  to  sanction  such  a  prac- 
tice in  future.     The  original  instructions  contemplated  and  authorized  the  employment  of  a  certain  num- 
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ber  of  persons  as  mechanics,  laborers,  nurses,  washers,  &c.,  as  a  means  of  affording  some  stimulus  and 
encouragement  to  the  colonists  in  the  infancy  of  the  establishment,  and  the  colonists  were  properly  used 
in  that  way.  How  far  a  continuance  of  this  course  will  be  found  necessary,  or  may  be  justified,  must 
depend  on  the  condition  of  the  agency,  and  be  determined  by  the  discretion  of  the  agent. 

It  is  probable  that  Congress,  in  passing  the  law,  and  making  appropriations  for  carrying  it  into  effect, 
did  not  anticipate  that  the  expense  of  the  colony  would  rest  upon  the  government.  It  was  presumed  that 
the  society  would  furnish  the  means  to  meet  the  necessities  of  its  own  establishment.  Such,  however, 
has  not  been  the  case ;  but  it  is  believed  that  they  have  gone  to  the  extent  of  their  funds,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  have  not  now  the  ability  to  afford  much  further  succor,  should  it  be  necessary.  But, 
as  the  agency  cannot  be  sustained  without  the  aid  of  the  colonists — as  they  will  be  found  indispensable 
auxiliaries  in  case  of  attack — and  as  their  services,  both  in  labor  and  defence,  will  merit  compensation, 
you  are  authorized,  until  further  orders,  to  employ  them  in  both,  as  you  shall  find  expedient  and  proper, 
and  to  make  them  a  fit  allowance  of  provisions  and  supplies,  as  their  necessities  may  require,  and  the 
interest  of  the  agency  demand;  but  in  doing  this,  you  will  use  the  strictest  economy. 

Supplies  from  this  country  must  always  be  precarious;  and  you  will  not  fail,  on  all  proper  occasions, 
to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  necessity  of  their  utmost  endeavors  to  support  themselves  by  labor  and 
the  products  of  the  soil,  and  of  not  being  dependent  upon  your  assistance,  or  any  other  resources. 

For  the  purpose  of  protection  against  attacks  from  the  natives,  should  any  of  them  manifest  a  dispo- 
sition to  be  hostile,  it  would  be  prudent,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to  teach  both  the  colonists  and  the 
liberated  Africans  the  use  of  small  arms.  From  their  remote  and  insulated  situation,  they  must  rely  on 
their  own  exertions  for  defence  by  land.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  increase  of  numbers  in  the 
settlement,  their  preparations  and  constant  readiness  to  repel  invasion,  together  with  the  occasional  pre- 
sence of  a  vessel-of-war,  will  deter  the  natives  from  any  future  attempts  to  molest  them. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  a  military  force,  in  the  pay  of  the  government,  is  not  sufficiently  apparent 
to  authorize  such  a  step,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  colony,  or  without  farther  evidence  of  its  utility. 
It  is  believed  that  the  residents  can  be  more  profitably  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the 
erection  of  buildings,  and  other  improvements,  required  by  an  augmented  population.  By  organizing 
themselves  into  a  local  militia,  for  occasional  drill,  at  stated  periods,  all  the  purposes  of  a  military  force 
will  be  obtained,  without  incurring  the  expense.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  by  them,  that,  while  they 
are  acquiring  knowledge  in  the  science  of  war,  they  are  creating  a  safeguard  for  their  own  protection,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  interests  of  the  government.  Heretofore  the  agency  and  colony  have  been  mutu- 
ally beneficial  in  this  respect;  without  the  presence  of  the  colonists,  the  United  States  would  have  been 
subjected  to  greater  charge  for  military  protection,  but  without  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  govern- 
ment, in  maintaining  the  colonists,  they  could  not  have  succeeded  in  their  plans.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  recaptured  Africans  should  remain  at  the  agency,  so  long  as  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the 
arts  and  comforts  of  civilized  life ;  but  should  any  of  them  discover  their  nation  and  country,  and  desire 
to  return  to  their  homes,  you  will  not  oppose  their  wishes,  but  facilitate  and  promote  them.  For  the  large 
number  of  Africans  now  in  Georgia,  who  have  been  decreed  to  be  restored  to  liberty,  and  whom  it  is 
intended  to  remove  to  the  agency,  as  soon  as  some  preliminary  steps  arc  completed,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  shelter  and  means  of  comfort  on  their  arrival.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  take  immediate  measures 
to  prepare  for  their  reception,  as  they  will  probably  reach  the  colony  by  the  time  you  are  ready  for  them. 
Vai'ious  buildings  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  authorized,  but  their  capacity  for  the  accomodations  of 
these  Africans,  in  addition  to  those  already  there,  cannot  be  determined,  except  by  personal  observation. 
A  quantity  of  lumber  and  other  articles  has  been  purchased  and  shipped  on  board  the  Georgiana,  and 
buildings  have  recently  been  erected  with  such  materials  as  were  on  the  spot.  The  plan  fixed  upon  by 
the  acting  agent  has.no  doubt  been  adopted,  as  most  suitable  to  the  climate.  The  buildings  must  be 
finished  in  the  simplest  and  cheapest  manner. 

It  is  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Colonization  Society  to  appoint  Mr.  Ashmun  their  principal 
agent  on  the  coast.  He  has  had  the  active  chai-ge  of  the  agency  of  the  government  constantly  since  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Ayres,  and  occasionally  previous  to  that  event.  He  will  be  continued  as  your  assistant 
agent.  His  salary  was,  heretofore,  fixed  at  1,500  dollars,  until  the  further  orders  of  the  Department,  and 
will  cease  upon  your  arrival.  He  will  be  allowed,  from  that  time,  at  the  rate  of  1,200  dollars  per  annum. 
From  his  long  residence  in  Africa,  his  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  agency,  and  acquaintance  with  the 
manners  and  habits  of  the  natives,  you  will  derive  advantage,  and,  it  is  not  doubted,  that  his  cordial 
co-operation  will  be  promptly  aflbrded  in  all  matters  tending  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  establishment. 

You  will  keep  very  exact  and  minute  accounts  of  all  expenses  of  the  agency,  of  every  description, 
and,  as  far  as  it  is  in  your  power,  separate  those  which  %rise  from  the  provisions  and  support  given  to 
the  colonists,  from  the  other  expenditures  for  the  agency  for  i-ecaptured  Africans.  You  will  prepare 
quarterly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  settlement,  its  general  health,  and  the  progress  made  in  the 
various  departments,  together  with  estimates  of  the  wants  of  the  agency,  in  advance,  and  care  will  be 
taken  to  supply  those  wants  as  early  as  practicable.  Your  accounts  of  expenditures  must  also  be  made 
out  quarterly,  and  forwarded  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  for  examination  and  settlement;  prudence  will  dic- 
tate to  you  the  necessity  of  taking  duplicate  or  triplicate  receipts  for  all  payments.  These  you  will 
transmit  by  the  earliest  conveyances.  Whenever  opportunities  occur,  by  circuitous  routes,  for  commu- 
nicating with  the  Department,  it  would  be  well  to  avail  of  them,  as  direct  ones  are  not  frequent,  and  to 
send  duplicates  and  even  triplicates  of  all  your  communications,  by  different  conveyances;  and  that  no 
opportunity  may  be  lost,  you  will  be  careful  to  have  them  regularly  prepared,  to  take  advantage  of  any 
conveyance  that  may  offer.     Commence  your  quarters  with  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 

For  the  disbursements  of  the  agency,  and  the  purchase  of  supplies  from  transient  traders,  you  will 
negotiate  drafts  upon  the  Department;  and  if  it  will  facilitate  the  operation,  or  be  any  accommodation  to 
the  holders,  you  are  authorized  to  make  them  payable  wherever  branches  of  the  United  States  Bank  are 
located.  The  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  it  is  presumed,  will  bo  sufficient  for  the  ensuing  year.  Should 
it  be  found  more  for  the  interest  of  the  government,  or  impracticable  to  dispose  of  drafts  on  the  United 
States,  you  are  permitted  to  draw  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  on  Messrs.  Baring-, 
Brothers  &  Co.,  bankers  of  the  United  States,  London,  with  whom  a  credit  will  be  established  in  your 
favor.  For  every  bill  you  will  transmit  a  letter  of  advice  to  the  Department,  stating  the  amount,  rate  of 
exchange,  and  necessity  for  drawing;  and  you  will  also  advise  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  every 
draft  on  them. 

A  claim  of  long  standing  has  been  preferred  by  K.  Macauly,  of  Sierra  Loono,  which  you  will  receive 
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separate  instructions  to  liquidate.  In  the  event  of  your  having  to  draw  on  London  for  the  amount  which 
may  be  due  to  him,  your  credit  there  will  be  extended  to  one  thousand  pounds. 

The  Navy  ag-ent  at  Norfolk  has  been  directed  to  pay,  upon  your  requisition,  for  two  boats,  with  the 
necessary  appendages.  The  small  arms,  and  other  military  stores  mentioned,  will  be  provided  from  the 
Navy  yard  at  Gosport.  The  hospital  stores  mentioned  in  the  list  furnished  by  you,  you  will  purchase  in 
Baltimore  or  Norfolk,  on  the  best  possible  terms,  and  draw  a  requisition  upon  the  agent  there  for  the  cost. 

Your  compensation  has  been  fixed  at  $1,600  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  first  day  of  February 
last,  and  the  further  sum  of  $500,  which  will  be  allowed  for  providing  the  small  stores  requisite  for  your 
convenience  on  the  passage,  and  on  your  arrival. 

It  is  intended,  in  a  short  time,  to  send  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  a  cruise,  one  of  the  vessels-of-war, 
and  hereafter  to  send  one  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  months,  should  the  situation  of  the  service  permit 
it.  In  this  there  will  be  two  objects — to  give  countenance  to  the  agency,  and  to  repress  the  slave  trade. 
Your  duty  in  reference  to  them  will  be,  to  acquire  and  furnish  to  the  commanding  ofiBcers  all  useful 
information  in  'relation  to  these  objects,  and  to  give  to  our  vessels  all  the  assistance,  especially  in  the 
medical  branch  of  the  service,  in  your  power.  Your  skill  may  often  be  useful  in  advising  and  aiding  the 
medical  ofiScers,  in  cases  of  sickness. 

You  will  proceed,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  Norfolk,  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by 
your  appointment,  and  the  duties  enjoined  by  these  instructions,  to  take  passage  on  board  the  ship 
Georgiana,  Capt.  Cornick,  which  vessel  has  been  chartered  by  the  Colonization  Society  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  number  of  emigrants,  stores,  &c.,  to  Cape  Mesurado. 

The  remoteness  of  the  settlement  from  this  country,  the  difficulty  and  tardiness  of  communications, 
render  it  necessary  to  trust  much  to  the  discretion  of  the  agent.  Relying  with  confidence  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  a  sound  judgment,  a  strict  attention  to  economy,  and  unremitted  endeavors  for  the  improvement 
of  those  placed  under  your  care,  my  best  wishes  for  your  individual  welfare  are  united  to  those  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  nation,  who  look  forward  with  earnest  hope  for  the  success  of  this  beneficent  undertaking. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Jehudi  Ashmim,  Esq.,  Cape  Mesurado,  Africa. 

Navy  Department,  December  31,  1825. 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  25th  January  last,  I  have  received  your  several  communications,  15th,  20th 
and  25th  January;  11th  and  22d  February;  1st  and  5th  April;  15th  June  and  22d  August,  with  their 
respective  enclosures,  the  contents  of  all  which  have  been  duly  noted. 

Your  representations  of  the  situation  of  the  agency  and  colony  afford  a  pleasing  proof  of  the  increas- 
ing strength  and  improvement  of  the  establishment,  creditable  to  your  zeal  and  the  industry  of  those 
under  your  charge.  The  recent  appointment  of  Dr.  Peaco,  as  principal  agent  of  the  United  States,  will 
supersede  that  previously  conferred  on  you,  and  your  salary,  as  such,  will  cease  from  the  time  of  his 
arrival.  You  will,  however,  be  continued  as  his  assistant  agent,  and  allowed  a  compensation  at  the  rate 
of  $1,200  per  annum. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  render  Dr.  Peaco  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  and  that  from  your 
long  residence  in  Africa,  and  acquaintance  with  the  natives,  you  will  be  essentially  useful  to  him. 

I  have  directed  the  Fourth  Auditor  to  furnish  a  statement  of  your  account,  which  will  accompany 
this;  your  salary  has  been  calculated  to  the  present  day,  and  the  balance  that  may  be  due  will  be  paid 
to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  as  your  attorney,  or  in  any  other  manner  you  may  direct. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  Eichmond,  Virginia. 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1826. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting  information  concerning  the  negroes  in 
Georgia,  which  were  on  board  the  Gen.  Ramirez.  Arrangements  were  made  last  summer  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  transmitting  its  mandate  to  the  United  States  district 
attorney  in  Georgia.  Some  difficulty  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  Spanish  claimant  insisting  that 
those  decreed  to  be  delivered  to  him  should  be  determined  by  lot,  instead  of  by  proof  on  each  individual 
negro.  On  a  reference  of  the  question  to  the  circuit  court,  there  was  a  division  of  opinion,  and  it  was 
determined  to  submit  it  to  the  Supreme  Court.  This  will  cause  some  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  Africans 
to  the  United  States;  many  of  them  had  been  brought  into  Savannah,  by  those  to  whom  they  were  hired, 
and  put  into  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  and  the  rest  were  soon  expected. 

Dr.  Peaco,  the  agent  appointed  by  the  government,  will  take  passage  in  the  vessel  chartered  by  the 
Colonization  Society,  which  it  is  supposed  will  sail  soon,  and  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  for  their 
reception.  Immediately  on  his  arrival,  no  time  will  bo  lost  in  sending  these  negroes  to  the  agency,  after 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  decided  upon  the  mode  in  which  they  are  to  be  allotted. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  It.  W.  Habersham,  Esq.,  United  Slates  attorney,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Navy  Department,  January  3,  1826. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  tlie  22d  ultimo,  respecting  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  negroes 
of  the  Ramirez.  That  portion  of  it  which  related  to  the  decision  of  the  Spanish  riglits,  by  lot,  created 
surprise,  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  question  had  been  clearly  settled  by  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  But,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  case,  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  expedite  the  settlement  of  the 
question,  and  the  collection  of  the  negroes,  as  much  as  possible;  and  I  have  only  to  request  the  favor  of 
your  active  attention  to  every  part  of  the  case,  and  that  I  bo  constantly  advised  of  the  progress  which 
you  make. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  John  Nicholson,  Esq.,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  January  10,  1826. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  of  23d  July,  the  original  of 
which  was  also  received  in  due  time;  but  no  directions  were  given  at  the  moment,  presuming  that  the 
necessary  steps  would  have  been   taken  to  have   the  Africans   brought  to  trial  before  the   answer  could 
have  reached  you. 


1826. 
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I  have  written  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  seem 
proper  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  court  for  decision,  and  to  consult  with  you  upon  the  course  to  be 
pursued.  In  the  meantime,  if  the  Africans  can  be  hired  out  to  humane  and  discreet  persons,  giving  bond 
for  their  appearance  when  called  for,  it  would  be  best  to  do  so,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  their  maintenance; 
otherwise  they  must  be  provided  for,  and  taken  care  of,  until  the  decision  of  the  court. 

In  the  event  of  their  being  hired,  you  will  submit  to  the  Department  an  account  of  such  moneys  as 
may  be  received  for  their  labor,  and  the  cost  of  their  support  from  the  time  of  seizure;  also,  a  statement 
of  your  other  proceedings  in  relation  to  them. 

Secretary  of  the  Navij  to  J.  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  United  States  district  attorney,  Neiv  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  January  10,  1826. 

I  am  informed  by  the  marshal  at  New  Orleans  that  a  number  of  Africans  have  been  seized  by  the 
revenue  officers,  in  an  attempt  to  introduce  them  into  the  United  States  contrary  to  law,  on  board  a 
schooner  called  the  Fell's  Point. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  take  such  measures,  in  conjunction  with  the  marshal,  as  may  seem 
necessary  and  proper,  to  have  the  Africans  brought  to  trial  before  the  United  States  district  court,  and 
inform  me  of  its  decision  as  soon  as  it  may  be  made  known. 

Nothing  can  be  done,  as  to  their  final  disposition,  until  the  decree  of  court  determines  to  v^hom  they 
are  to  be  delivered.     Your  early  attention  to  the  subject  is  particularly  desirable. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  B.  W.  Habersham,  Esq.,  United  States  district  attorney.  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Navy  Department,  August  10,  1826. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  something  should  be  done  towards  removing  the  Africans  of  the  General 
Ramirez  out  of  the  country,  as  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  will  soon  absorb  the  amount  appropriated 
by  Congress. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Supreme  Court  determined  the  mode  in  which  the  division  was  to  be  made 
among  the  claimants,  and  it  can  only  remain  for  the  circuit  court  to  give  the  necessary  order. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  has  been  done  since  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
whether  there  is  anything  absolutely  to  prevent  the  delivery  of  the  Africans?  If  only  a  part  of  them 
could  be  sent  oif,  it  would  reduce  the  expense  of  their  support.  I  also  wish  to  ascertain  what  is  their 
present  situation,  and  if  an  arrangement  cannot  be  made  with  the  Portuguese  claimant  for  the  delivery 
of  a  portion,  or  the  whole,  without  an  order  of  court,  should  it  be  impracticable  to  obtain  it  immediately. 

United  States  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans,  Cajx  Mesurado,  October  14,  1825. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  an  unexpected  event  has  augmented  considerably  the  number  of 
liberated  Africans  connected  with  this  agency. 

The  Spanish  schooner  Clarida,  of  about  eighty  tons,  Captain ,  master  and  supercargo,  with  an 

assorted  cargo,  adapted  to  the  slave  traffic  of  this  coast,  owned  by  several  merchants  of  Havana,  names 
unknown,  sailed  from  that  port  on  the  30th  of  May  last,  having  on  board  a  crew,  including  officers,  of 
twenty  to  twenty-five  men.  Ostensibly  she  was,  in  all  respects,  regularly  documented,  except  the 
specification  in  her  clearance  of  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  which  is  disguised  under  the  general  phrase- 
ology of  "  trade  in  the  productions  of  the  country." 

This  vessel  arrived  in  Liberia  Bay  early  in  July,  and  about  the  20th  of  that  month,  having  contracted 
with  several  native  slave  dealers  of  the  neighborhood  for  140  slaves,  to  be  delivered  in  tlu-ee  months, 
commenced  landing  her  cargo,  at  a  town  sixteen  miles  to  the  northward  of  this  cape,  belonging  to  an 
intelligent  headman,  who  passed  by  the  name  of  Yellow  Will,  in  the  territory  and  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  King  Bristol. 

About  the  first  of  September,  merchandise,  equal  in  value  to  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  slaves,  had 
been  sent  ashore,  and  nearly  all  distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  two  chiefs  already  mentioned. 
Before  the  20th  she  had  lost  both  her  anchors ;  and  to  sustain  her  ground  was  obliged  constantly  to  stand 
off  and  on,  under  easy  sail,  at  about  two  leagues  from  the  shore. 

The  captain  had  remained  at  the  factory  from  the  first;  but  falling  sick  late  in  September,  went  on 
board  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  leaving  in  his  place,  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  factory,  his  mate, 
Zugaste,  assisted  by  two  seamen  of  the  names  of  Juliana  and  Baptiste.  The  captain,  who  had  been  some 
time  ashore,  preparing  light  spars  to  accelerate  the  return  voyage  of  the  schooner,  also  remained. 

On  the  5th  of  October  inst.,  the  English  merchant  hermaphrodite  brig  Tom  Cod,  of  Bristol,  England, 
Captain  Potter,  a  well  known  trader  on  the  coast,  standing  down  the  bay  from  Cape  Mount,  fell  in  with 
the  Clarida,  off  Digby.*  The  schooner,  after  standing  along  a  short  time  in  the  track  of  the  Englishman, 
hailed  and  demanded,  "where  bound?"  was  answered,  "to  Mesurado,"  and  continued  on  about  half  a 
mile  astern  of  the  Tom  Cod,  until  the  latter  vessel  cast  anchor  in  our  roads,  at  one  o'clock  on  the  same 
day.  The  Englishman  running  up  his  ensign  on  coming  to  an  anchor,  was  answered  by  the  hoisting  of 
the  Spanish  flag  on  board  the  Clarida. 

The  Spaniard  lay  by  until  half-past  six,  P.  M.,  when,  approaching  the  Tom  Cod,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  (which  here  commences  at  that  hour)  sent  her  boat  with  twelve  armed  men  alongside,  who 
instantly  boarded,  but  without  offering  any  violence. 

They  inquired  if  they  could  be  furnished  with  an  anchor,  and  stated  that  they  had  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  their  own.  On  receiving  a  negative  answer,  and  having  accurately  examined  the  force  of  the 
brig,  they  all  went  on  board  their  own  vessel,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  "  an  anchor  they  must 
have,  and  might  as  well  perish,  in  fighting  for  it,  if  they  could  not  obtain  it  by  other  means,  as  to  be  lost 
for  the  want  of  one." 

At  seven,  the  Spaniards  came  abreast  of  the  brig,  at  half  pistol  shot  distance,  and  ordered  the  officer 
of  the  latter  to  weigh  his  anchor.  With  this  order,  the  mate,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Captain  Potter  ashore, 
had  charge  of  the  vessel,  refused  to  comply;  when  the  Clarida  fired  two  shots  in  succession  into  the  Tom 
Cod  from  a  long  revolving  nine-pounder;  and,  immediately  after,  sent  eighteen  armed  men  on  boai'd  of 

•  Bristol's  territory,  commencing  ten  miles,  and  extending  twenty,  from  Cape  Mesurado,  is  distinguished  by  this  name. 
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her,  who  took  possession,  driving  her  crew  forward,  and  forcing  them  to  weigh  their  anchor  and  make  sail. 
Both  vessels  then  stood  out  together  two  leagues,  when  the  anchor  of  the  brig  was  let  go  in  18  fathoms. 
All  these  operations  were  directed  by  the  Spaniard,  who  had  taken  his  station  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the 
brig.  The  vessel  was  also  steered  by  a  Spaniard;  but  worked  by  their  own  crew,  who  acted  from 
compulsion;  the  pirates  being  ranged  fore  and  aft,  with  their  arms  in  their  hands. 

A  communication  was  now  formed,  by  means  of  a  strong  rope  bent  to  the  bight  of  the  Englishman's 
chain  cable,  and  taken  on  board  of  the  Spaniard.  The  end  of  the  chain  thus  secured  was  then  slipped, 
roused  aboard  of  the  Clarida,  and  bent  to  her  windlass. 

The  Tom  Cod  was  detained  by  another  anchor,  let  go  for  the  purpose,  till  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  sixth;  when  the  pirates,  after  plundering  her  cabin  and  deck  of  a  variety  of  articles,  left  her,  went 
aboard  of  their  own  vessel,  weighed  the  anchor  which  they  had  taken  from  the  brig,  and  made  sail.  The 
brig  being  thus  liberated,  weighed  her  anchor,  stood  back  to  Mesurado  roads,  and  made  the  agent 
acquainted  with  the  transaction,  at  four  o'clock  on  the  same  evening. 

Having  received  the  testimony  of  six  individuals,  all  going  to  prove  the  piracy  and  identify  the 
Clarida,  and  obtained  of  Captain  Potter  the  use  of  his  brig  to  punish  the  pirate,  I  dispatched  a  messenger, 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  to  all  the  native  chiefs  to  the  northward  of  the  Mesurado,  to  assure  them  that 
whatever  military  movements  might  be  necessary  for  me  to  make  along  the  beach,  none  was  to  be 
directed  against  them,  and  that  it  was  expected,  on  their  part,  that  they  were  to  interfere  with  those 
movements  in  no  way  whatever. 

The  military  of  this  colony  is  organized  into  a  corps  of  independent  infantry,  consisting  of  thirty- 
six  young  men,  and  a  corps  of  artillerists,  consisting  of  forty-eight.  .  From  the  former  I  made  a  requi- 
sition of  twenty-five  men  to  act  under  Captain  James  C.  Barbour,  their  commander,  and  their  other 
officers.  Twenty-two  artillerists,  under  Captain  F.  James,  the  commanding  oiBcer  of  their  corps,  at  my 
request,  volunteered  to  attend  me  on  board  the  Tom  Cod. 

I  then  gave  Captain  Barbour  written  instructions  to  proceed  the  same  evening  with  his  force,  taking 
two  days'  provisions,  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Paul,  five  miles,  send  one  division  by  the  Stockton,  in 
boats,  and  conduct  the  other  along  the  beach,  encamp  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  till  daylight  on  the 
8th,  and  then  advance  by  the  beach  upon  Digby,  awaiting  further  orders,  which  I  was  to  send  him  from 
the  brig. 

But  should  the  brig,  by  any  accident,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  pirates,  or  be  pursued  out  to  sea,  he 
was  to  seize  upon  the  factory  at  Yellow  Will's,  and  make  the  best  of  his  way  back  with  the  prisoners, 
slaves,  and  property  captured  in  it.  In  this  young  officer's  prudence  and  intrepidity,  and  in  the  exact 
discipline  and  firmness  of  his  men,  I  knew  I  could  entirely  confide. 

With  the  twenty-two  volunteers  under  Captain  James,  I  went  on  board  the  Tom  Cod  at  four  o'clock, 
taking  along  two  carriage  guns,  and  a  suitable  provision  of  ammunition  belonging  to  the  agency.  Of 
these  brave  fellows,  eight  had,  on  two  former  occasions,  fought  at  my  side  for  nearly  three  hours  in  our 
bloody  conflicts  with  the  natives;  and  I  knew  they  would  all  follow  wherever  it  might  be  necessary  for 
me  to  lead  them.  Their  number  was  greater  than  the  crew  of  the  Spaniard  by  six  men,  and  our  weight 
of  metal  considerably  superior;  so  that  there  is  little  doubt,  had  we  fallen  in  with  the  pirate,  that  she 
must  have  been  taken.     But  it  was  not  our  lot  to  engage  him. 

During  the  night  I  had  brought  the  brig  to  the  windward  of  Digby,  upon  which  we  bore  down  under 
the  American  flag  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  ready  for  action.  The  morning  was  thick,  and 
it  was  not  until  half-past  one  o'clock  that  I  was  able  to  ascertain  the  absence  of  the  Clarida,  which,  I 
afterwards  learned,  had  not  communicated  with  the  shore,  nor  been  seen  from  Digby,  since  the  robbery  of 
the  brig. 

Captain  Barbour's  division  having  now  arrived,  I  landed  with  five  men  through  the  surf,  ordering 
the  brig  to  lie  off  and  on  till  she  should  receive  a  signal  to  return  to  Mesurado;  and  at  a  few  minutes 
past  nine  entered  Yellow  Will's  town,  but  found  the  factory  abandoned,  and  the  slaves  and  nearly  all  the 
property  gone.  I  soon  learned  that  the  whole  had  been  conveyed  across  Poor  river,  a  broad  and  deep 
stream,  which  has  its  course  parallel  with  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  at  only  two  miles  distant  from  it. 

Messengers  were  immediately  dispatched  to  King  Bristol  and  Will,  conveying  my  friendly  assuran- 
ces, but  insisting  on  the  immediate  deliver-y  of  the  Spaniards,  and  all  the  slaves  and  property  belonging 
to  the  factory,  into  my  hands.  In  reply  I  was  openly  informed  that  both  i-efused  to  comply  with  the 
demand,  but  assured,  secretly,  by  one  of  the  headmen,  that  the  King  was  willing  to  see  me  seize  upon 
the  concern,  provided  the  business  could  be  so  managed  as  to  save  the  appearance  of  treachery  to  their 
customers  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his  people.  I  perceived  the  force  and  intention  of  this  hint  at  once, 
and  took  my  measures  accordingly. 

After  a  personal  interview  with  Bristol  and  Will,  I  returned,  and  with  twelve  men,  crossing  the 
Poor  river  in  a  small  canoe  which  could  carry  but  four  men  at  a  time,  soon  obtained  possession  of  the 
Spaniards  at  a  town  situated  a  short  distance  from  that  in  which  the  wreck  of  the  factory  was  con- 
.  cealed. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  perfectly  informed  myself  of  the  exact  state  of  the  concern  at  that  time. 

Two  of  the  four  Spaniards  left  ashore  were  ill.  Goods  of  the  value  of  ninety  slaves  had  been 
already  advanced  to  the  country  dealers,  on  which  only  fourteen  had  yet  been  received  at  the  factory. 
Goods  equal  in  value  to  about  six  hundred  dollars  only  remained  in  the  factory  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
when,  in  the  confusion  caused  by  the  alarm  at  daylight,  nearly  the  whole  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  country  people,  who,  under  color  of  assisting  the  Spaniards  to  secure  their  goods,  had  carried  them 
off.     But  the  fourteen  slaves  had  been  preserved. 

None  of  the  four  Spaniards  now  in  my  custody  were  on  board  the  Clarida  at  the  time  of  her  commit- 
ting the  piracy  of  the  5th,  nor  had  communicated  with  her  since  that  act;  and  there  was  not  even  pre- 
sumptive proof  that  the  character  of  the  vessel  was  piratical  by  the  laws  of  Spain  previous  to  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  robbery  of  that  date. 

The  slaves,  and  all  the  property  remaining,  were  surrendered  into  my  hands  by  the  mate,  Zugaste, 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  9th,  and  the  four  Spaniards  discharged  from  custody  on  the  grounds  just  stated. 

A  part  of  the  goods,  as  per  the  accompanying  statement,  amounting  to  fortj'-three  dollars,  was 
restored  to  the  mate  for  the  purpose  of  subsisting  himself  and  his  companions  till  an  opportunity  should 
offer  to  take  passage  for  some  other  part  of  the  world. 

After  several  other  deductions  for  expense,  as  per  the  same  statement,  the  residue,  amounting  to 
$91.50,  was  equally  divided  between  the  captors  and  the  United  States,  as  had  been  promised  to  the 
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people  previous  to  their  engaging  in  the  expedition.  The  net  balance  remaining  to  the  agency,  after  all 
charges  and  demands  paid,  is  $5.34|  cents,  which  has  been  deposited  in  the  public  store  tu  be  applied  to 
the  expenses  of  the  agency  for  liberated  Africans. 

The  English  brig  was  restored  to  her  own  captain,  and,  after  landing  the  guns  and  colonists  at 
Monrovia,  proceeded  on  her  voyage  in  the  night  of  the  8th,  and  myself,  with  the  detachment  of  infantry, 
bringing  in  safety  the  liberated  slaves  and  merchandise,  arrived  in  town  on  the  10th.  The  weather  had 
been  excesdingly  rainy,  and  the  return  of  the  detachment  was  delayed  a  day,  in  consequence  of  two  of 
the  poor  slaves,  unable  to  comprehend  the  intention  of  the  interposition,  which  had  so  suddenly  broken 
their  irons  and  given  them  their  freedom,  having  absconded  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  secreted  them- 
selves in  the  woods.  But  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  their  speedy  recovery ;  and  that  the  whole 
number,  consisting  of  one  boy  of  eleven  years,  eleven  youths  between  fifteen  and  twenty-two,  one  man  of 
thirty-eight,  and  one  woman  of  about  twenty  years,  iu  all  fourteen  persons,  are  now,  through  tiie  muni- 
ficence of  the  United  States  Government,  and  the  active  zeal  of  the  settlers,  decently  clothed,  comfortably 
fed,  and  introduced  at  once  to  the  blessings  of  liberty,  Christianity,  affectionate  friends,  civilized  life,  and 
a  permanent  and  peaceful  home.  I  procured  an  engagement  to  be  entered  into  between  the  country  autho- 
rities, the  observance  of  which  may  be  depended  upon,  to  suffer  their  people  to  communicate  no  more  with 
the  Clarida,  in  the  event  of  her  returning;  and  in  no  case  whatever  to  furnish  her  with  a  single  slave. 
That  vessel  may  indeed  escape  capture,  as  I  have  no  craft  large  enough  to  take  her,  but  she  is  thus  sure 
to  lose  her  cargo  and  voyage. 

A  quantity  of  spars  belonging  to  the  schooner,  found  at  Will's  place,  were  burnt;  and  the  rice  col- 
lected at  the  factory,  which  could  not  be  conveniently  brought  off,  was  distributed  among  the  natives. 

Most  of  the  poor  beings  restored  on  this  occasion  to  liberty,  are  natives  of  countries  situated  at  a 
distance  in  the  interior  of  Africa;  had  been  several  mouths  in  irons  when  liberated,  and  are  in  a  very 
emaciated  and  miserable  state.  Their  gratitude  to  their  deliverers  is  unbounded,  which  they  delight  to 
testify  by  every  mode  of  expression  in  their  power.  I  ha%'e,  by  a  temporary  disposition,  connected  them  in 
couples  with  the  families  of  the  most  humane  and  respectable  of  the  settlers,  where  they  will  remain  until 
their  health  shall  have  been  re-established,  and  they  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  our  language,  and 
of  domestic  life  among  a  civilized  people.  Before  these  objects  shall  be  accomplished,  I  hope  to  have  pre- 
pared a  new  range  of  houses,  already  considerably  advanced,  at  Thompson's  Town,  for  their  reception. 

In  this  little  expedition,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  not  a  musket  was  fired,  not  one 
untoward  accident  occurred,  not  a  point  of  duty  was  neglected,  or  otherwise  than  most  handsomely  per- 
formed by  the  officers;  not  an  instance  of  disorderly  conduct  was  observed  among  the  54  men  who 
composed  the  force  employed  on  the  occasion.  The  order  for  respecting  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
natives  was  so  punctually  obeyed,  that  by  their  own  declaration,  and  to  their  utter  astonishment,  not  a 
fowl  nor  a  plantain  was  taken,  nor  even  a  hut  entered,  except  with  consent,  by  the  people,  even  in  Will's 
town,  which  was  entirely  deserted  of  its  inhabitants,  and  in  which  the  whole  body  encamped  foij  forty- 
eight  hours. 

I  have,  since  my  return,  already  received  from  the  country  princes,  deputations  conveying  their 
thanks  for  these  substantial  proofs  of  my  friendly  disposition  towards  themselves,  even  where  it  became 
necessary  to  carry  the  arms  of  the  settlement  into  the  heart  of  their  country.  The  policy  which,  iu  the 
face  of  some  opposition,  and  much  misrepresentation  from  such  as  were  incapable  of  understanding  it, 
I  have  for  four  years  most  scrupulously  observed,  in  all  my  intercourse  with  the  people  of  this  country, 
has  been  that  of  justice,  sincerity,  mildness,  and  firmness;  and  its  success  has  on  this  occasion  appeared 
to  be  complete.  1  never  menaced  them  with  an  empty  or  unnecessary  threat;  never  failed  to  carry  into  full 
effect  an  intention  once  announced,  and  never  forfeited  my  word.  While  a  similar  policy  is  persisted  in 
on  the  part  of  this  establishment,  I_  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  no  reasonable  demand  made  by  it  on 
the  native  authorities  will  be  refused. 

In  these  remarks,  I  have  in  view  the  introduction  of  a  measure,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
which,  I  believe,  the  time  has  arrived,  of  which  the  object  shall  be,  entirely  to  abolish  the  slave  trade, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  native  authorities,  along  a  given  line  of  coast  contiguous  to  this  agency.  But 
the  particulars  of  this  plan  it  is  proper  to  defer  to  a  distinct  communication.  The  object,  if  it  can  but 
obtain  the  saaction  of  the  United  States  Government,  is  practicable;  and  all  the  means  necessary  to  efiect 
it  are  on  the  spot. 

Nor  can  I,  in  closing  this  communication,  suppress  the  mortifying  fact  that,  whenever  the  American 
flag  is  displayed  at  this  agency,  it  literally  waves  over,  and,  I  can  add,  affords  protection  to  a  slave 
factory,  established  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  In  the  short  expedition  just  terminated,  it  was  with 
emotions  of  indignation,  which  it  was  impossible  to  repress  and  idle  to  indulge,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
conduct  the  little  force  under  my  command  past  two  slave  factories,  of  which  the  most  distant  is  only  five 
miles  from  the  Cape.  We  heard  the  clanking  of  fetters  as  we  marched  along,  and  were  annoyed  with  the 
groans  of  human  beings  who  had  lost  their  freedom  without  their  fault;  but,  as  their  tyrants,  who 
regarded  us  with  folded  arms,  and  a  leer  of  barbarous  exultation,  had  not  committed  piracy,  according 
to  the  Spanish  definition  of  the  crime,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  interfere  for  the  relief  of  the  one  or  the 
punishment  of  the  other. 

Respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington. 

U.  S.  Agency  for  Liberated  Africans,  Cape  Mesurado,  October  25,  1826. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  in  my  last,  of  the  14th  instant,  to  detail  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
capture  of  the  slave  factory  belonging  to  the  piratical  schooner  Clarida,  at  Digby,  and  the  liberation  of 
fourteen  miserable  slaves  found  in  that  iniquitous  establishment.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  to  sub- 
join to  the  communication  of  that  event  that  of  the  liberation  and  safe  arrival  at  this  agency  of  six  more 
unfortunate  persons  of  the  same  description,  all  men,  and,  except  a  single  child  of  nine  years,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  thirty  years,  who  appear  to  have  belonged  to  the  same  concern. 

It  will  probably  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  honorable  Secretary  that  the  Clarida,  after  perpetrating 
the  robbery  of  the  5th  inst.,  immediately  disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  coast.  She  has  not  since  been 
heard  from,  having  abandoned  her  factory,  and  three  men  left  on  shore  at  Digby,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of 
the  14th.     These  persons,  I  had,  in  the  exercise  of  my  duty,  entirely  deprived  of  the  power  of"  effecting 
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any  further  purchases  in  the  line  of  their  inhuman  traffic,  but  did  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  take 
them  into  custodj'.  They  have  accordingly  since  remained  at  Will's  place,  under  the  pretext  of  awaiting 
an  opportunity  to  return  to  Spanish  America. 

But,  on  tlip  20th,  informiitiini  was  brought  me  of  the  delivery  of  several  slaves  at  the  factory,  by 
dealers  livin;;'  at  a  (listaiic(>  in  tlir  iiit<'ii(ir.  On  strict  inquiry,  I  soon  ascertained  the  fact  to  be  as  report- 
ed, -with  the  aililitiiiiial  circniiistaiicc  tliut  a  collusion  was  carrying  on  between  Yellow  Will  and  the  Span- 
ish factor,  having  for  its  object  the  sale  of  the  slaves  in  the  name  and  right  of  the  former,  vrtio  was  to 
share  the  proceeds,  at  a  French  factory  (m  the  St.  Paul.*  To  the  practice  of  this  deception  the  parties 
had  been  induced  in  the  hope  of  evading  an  engagement  by  which  I  had  previously  obliged  them  to  be 
in  no  way  assisting  in  the  collecting  and  transportation  out  of  the  country  of  any  of  the  slaves  bargained 
for,  or  that  mi.ght  be  bargained  for,  by  the  Clarida.  No  time  was,  accordingly,  lost  in  concerting  the 
means  of  preventing  the  probable  effects  of  this  unprincipled  combination,  and  rescue  its  intended  victims 
from  the  power  of  their  mercenary  oppressors. 

On  the  25tli  instant  I  ordered  Captain  Barbour  to  make  a  requisition  for  twenty-five  men,  or  accept  a  vol- 
untary tender  of  that  number  from  his  corps  of  infantry.  Then  he  was,  at  sunset  of  the  same  day,  to  march 
under  arms  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Paul,  where  he  was  to  arrive  at  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening  and 
expect  further  orders.     The  object  of  the  expedition  was  not  divulged. 

At  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  taking  a  boat's  crew  of  natives,  with  a  guard  of  three  men  only,  in  a  plain 
dress,  I  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Stockton  to  the  St.  Paul,  and,  after  calling  at  the  town  in  which  the 
French  factory  is  established,  and  familiarly  paying  my  respects,  as  I  had  often  done  before,  to  the  pro- 
prietress of  the  place,  with  a  view  to  allay  any  excitement  which  might  grow  out  of  the  subsequent 
movements,  I  dropped  down  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  half-past  six.  Captain 
Barbour  and  his  followers  arrived  punctually  at  eight.  At  ten  o'clock,  having  fresh  instructions,  he  passed 
the  river  and  conducted  his  men  without  halting  to  the  place  of  destination,  where  he  arrived  at  two  on 
the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  had  posted  the  sentries  on  all  the  avenues  communicating  with  the  town 
before  the  inhabitants  were  apprised  of  their  situation.  The  slaves,  seven  in  number,  had  been  conveyed 
away  to  a  place  of  concealment  two  hours  before,  in  consequence  of  inibrmation  of  our  movement  having 
reached  the  place  at  that  time,  which,  I  regret  to  add,  had  been  communicated  to  a  native  through  the 
ofiiciousness  of  some  misguided  member  of  the  colony. 

In  consequence  of  this  accident,  and  of  the  various  obstacles  to  the  recovery  of  the  slaves  which  it 
gave  the  ingenuity  of  the  interested  native  chief  occasion  to  throw  in  the  way  of  the  spirited  young 
officer  who  conducted  the  party,  one  of  the  captives  escaped  into  the  bush  from  the  hands  of  his  unknown 
liberators  and  friends,  and  the  surrender  of  the  other  six  did  not  take  place  till  ten  o'clock  on  the  same 
morning.  They  were  at  the  time  cruelly  pinioned,  and  several  of  them  enduring,  from  the  inflamed  and 
swollen  limbs,  the  severest  torture.  The  child  was  in  so  emaciated  a  state  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
one  ofjiis  most  robust  fellow  sufferers  to  carry  him  on  his  shoulders. 

The  whole  party  returning,  arrived  at  Monrovia  in  safety,  after  a  most  fatiguing  expedition  of  twen- 
ty-five hours,  in  which  all  except  myself  and  a  guard  of  seven  men  only,  including  the  boatmen,  had, 
without  sleep,  perfoinii'd  a  rdiciMJ  inairli  of  thirty-five  miles  thruii.iili  a  pathless  country,  of  which  one-half 
was  traversed  in  the  ilc|ith  <<{'  ni^hi  and  the  other  under  the  full  |iii\ver  of  an  African  sun 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add  that  such  a  cheerful  zeal  in  the  cause  of  African  emancipation  animates 
this  little  corps  that  not  a  murmur  of  impatience  was,  during  the  whole  time,  heard  in  the  ranks.  So 
enured  are  the  men  to  the  climate  of  their  adopted  country,  that  not  an  individual  has  suffered  in  his 
health  from  the  extreme  exposure  and  fatigue  of  the  expedition;  and  in  such  handsome  military  style  was 
the  affair  conducted,  that  the  very  inhabitants  of  the  country,  tlnuu-li  which  the  route  <>f  the  party  lay, 
were  scarcely  apprised  of  the  movement  before  its  termination  and  the  return  ei'  the  iieeple  to  their  homes. 
Kespectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Soutu.vrd,   Secretary  of  the   U.  S.  Navy. 

Agency,  October  28,  1825. 

Sir:  Having  this  morning  renewed  an  agreement  with  the  principal  native  slave  dealers,  among 
whom  the  cargo  of  the  "Clarida"  has  been  distributed  on  credit,  of  which  the  object  is — to  prevent  the 
sale  and  tram^portatioa  out  of  the  country  of  the  slaves  due  to  that  concern,  I  hasten  to  communicate  the  par- 
ticulars, in  the  hope  that  the  part  I  have  taken  may  be  considered  as  within  the  spirit  of  the  instructions 
under  which  I  have  the  honor  to  act. 

1  am  far  from  regarding  myself  as  authorized  to  interfere,  in  ordinary  cases,  in  that  branch  of  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  which  is.  directed  by  express  acts  of  Congress  and  under  specific 
instructions  from  the  supreme  Executive  against  the  slave  trade.  From  such  interference  I  have  care- 
fully abstained,  even  wlien  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  operate  against  the  traffic  as  carried  on  by  Ameri- 
cans, and  with  excry  pmspect  of  success. 

1  justify  the  recent  exertion  of  the  military  force  under  my  control  in  the  affair  of  the  "Clarida,"  on 
the  brnail  piiiicijih's  of  natural  Uiw,  which  confer,  even  on  private  individuals,  the  right  of  self-defence 
against  the  \ioh  nee  of  the  outlaws  and  enemies  (jf  the  human  race.  In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  which, 
in  the  actual  situation  of  the  settlement,  I  cannot  help  considering  rather  in  the  light  of  a  serious  duty, 
twenty  slaves,  without  legal  owners,  have  been  thrown  in  my  way,  together  with  the  right  of  controlling 
the  purchase  of  from  forty  to  eighty  more:  the  numlier  actually  bargained  and  paid  for  by  the  piratical 
schooner  being  one  hundred. 

I  regard  myself  as  undoubteilly  possessed  of  the  right  to  control  these  purchases,  but,  without 
resorting  to  expedients,  my  actual  p. .wcr  to  do  so  is  extremely  limited;  for  the  dealers  in  the  interior,  hear- 
ing of  the  destruction  of  thi'  tactory,  and  under  a  strong  temptation,  after  converting  the  goods  received 
into  slaves,  according  to  the  contract,  to  send  them  singly  to  Cape  Mount,  Gallinas,  and  other  slaving 
stations,  and  there  dispose  of  them  for  their  own  benefit. 

The  coast  dealers,  over  whom  I  can  exercise  some  control,  are  under  an  equal  temptation  to  violate 
their  engagements  just  entered  into  with  myself,  to  deliver  the  slaves  to  the  agent  at  this  place;  and  by 
collusion  with  inland  dealers,  have  it  in  their  power  so  eftectually  to  cover  any  indirect  practices  in  the 

•  Distant  15  miles  from  Cape  Meaurado. 
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matter  as  to  prevent  their  detection.     And  this,  in  my  opinion,  they  arc  certain  to  do,  if  the  motives 
employed  to  assure  their  honesty  are  addressed  only  to  their  Irais. 

Hence,  I  am  reduced  to  the  alternative  either  to  relimiiiish  the  hope  of  rescuing  from  perpetual 
bondage  the  whole  of  the  eighty  slaves  purchased,  or  to  be  purchased,  with  the  cargo  of  the  schooner,  and 
who  are  not  yet  delivered,  or  to  engage  to  pay,  on  their  safe  arrival  and  surrender  to  the  United  States, 
at  this  agency,  a  small  reward. 

The  latter  is  the  course  pursued.  I  have  fixed  the  reward  at  ten  dollars  each,  the  lowest  sum  which, 
after  paying  for  the  safe  keeping  and  conveyance  of  the  slaves  to  the  cape,  will  otter  an  inducement 
sufficient  to  counteract  the  temptation  to  send  them  off  to  a  market  where  their  full  value  may  be  realized 
the  second  time. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  in  stipulating  the  payment  of  this 
small  sum,  I  have  acted  in  the  confidence  that  the  object  is  virtually  embraced  in  the  appropriations 
made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  "March  3d,  1818,  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade." 
The  sums  necessary  to  be  advanced  for  these  ransoms  I  shall,  however,  pay,  in  the  first  instance,  out  of 
my  own  pocket,  and  present  an  account  of  the  same,  which  I  trust  will  be  refunded  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  also  to  submit  whctlicr  tlie  iNmiiiv  :ilhi\vcd  by  the  fourth  sectinu  of  tlie  same  act,  to  such  as 
aid  in  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  nnlawfully  (iefained  in  bondage,  of  fifty  <!,. liars  fm-  every  negro,  mulatto, 
&c.,  who  shall  be  delivered  to  the  marshal  or  a,;;viit  duly  appointed  to  receive  tliein,  is  not,  in  substantial 
justice,  and  may  n :.t  be  consideied  as  Iri/ullij  due  to  the  captors  of  the  twenty  individuals  whose  libera- 
tion is  the  subject  of  this  ciniiiiiiiniiafioi].  In  my  opinion,  effects  much  more  important  than  the  value  of 
the  money  itself  might  follow  fnnii  the  payment  of  this  bounty,  either  to  the  managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  or  to  the  militia  employed  in  the  rescue  of  the  slaves. 

Restjectfu'lly,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Southard,  Secretary  United  States  Navy. 

U.  S.  Agency  for  Recaptured  Africans,  Gape  Ilesurado,  December  8,  1825. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  s.tate  that  another  unforeseen  occurrence  has  placed  at  my  disposal  the 
large  additional  number  of  ninety-nine  Africans,  whom  I  caused  to  be  released  from  their  irons  this 
morning  at  eight  o'clock,  and  whom  I  judge  to  be  proper  objects  of  the  beneficent  provisions  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  persons  liberated  from  illegal  bondage,  under  the  laws  for  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade. 

On" the  fourth  of  November  four  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby  on  the  ninth  of  the  preceding  month, 
impelled  by  that  innate  love  of  country  which  none  of  the  vicissitudes  of  life  can  extinguish  in  the  human 
bosom,  deserted  from  the  establishment,  passed  the  Mesurado  river  and  disappeared  in  the  boundless 
woody  region  which  extends  to  an  unknown  distance  in  the  interior. 

Knowing  that,  if  not  speedily  brought  back,  they  must  inevitably  terminate  their  desperate  enter- 
prise in  hopeless  slavery,  I  had  recourse,  without  delay,  to  every  means  for  their  recovery  which  pro- 
mised to  succeed,  but  to  no  purpose.  Intelligence  of  their  desertion,  with  the  offer  of  reward  for  their 
restoration,  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  diflerent  tribes  in  friendly  correspondence  with  the  settle- 
ment, but  no  information  was  had  of  the  fugitives  before  the  fifth  inst.,  when  I  received,  from  a  source 
entitled  to  credit,  intelligence  that  three  of  llieir  numljer  had  been  reduced  to  slavery  and  loaded  with 
chains  at  the  French  slave  factory,  on  the  St.  Paul,  five  miles  (direct  distance)  from  the  cape. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I  dispatched  three  men  to  demand  the  deserters  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  intxuire  by  what  means  tliey  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  factors. 

The  demand  was  evasively  replied  t<i;  but,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  it  was  stated  that  two  French- 
men, agents  resident  at  the  factdiv,  had  lMiiii;lit  them.  I  then  instructed  the  messengers  charged  with 
the  order,  to  repeat  it;  they  did  so,'  but  with  im  otli.T  effect  than  to  draw  from  the  two  factors  a  written 
declaration  of  their  purpose  to  detain  lla'  peo|ile  imlelinitely. 

Finding  the  recovery  of  the  men  by  meic  lational  methods  too  doubtful  to  justify  any  further  delay, 
which,  as  a  French  schooner  was  Ivin-'near,  ready  to  receive  slaves,  might  subject  them  to  be  transported 
in  a  very  few  hours  forever  beymid  the  ivaidi  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  obliged  to 
regard  the  ground  taken  by  the  laeloiy  as  tliat  of  virtual  defiance,  which  jiistilied,  from  a  growing  con- 
cern founded  in  avarice  and  ini(iuity,  the  apprehension  of  eventual  cdiiseiiuenees  fatal  to  the  benevolent 
objects  of  this  agency,  I  had  no  iies'itatioii  in  resolving  upon  the  unpleasant  duty  of  forcibly  subverting 
the  establisliiiieii't  altogether. 

tiaptaiii  James  C.^Barbour,  of  the  infantry,  with  eighteen  men,  was  accordingly  charged  last  night, 
at  9  o'clnck,  witli  the  accomplishment  of  this  service.  Two  boats  were  provided,  in  which  this  little 
force  embarked  at  two  o'clock  this  morning. 

Ascending  the  Stockton,  they  arrived  on  the  St.  Paul  at  daybreak;  twenty  minutes  afterwards  the 
men  were  landed  at  the  factory.  In  ten  minutes  the  slaves,  to  the  number  of  forty-three  men,  thirteen 
women,  and  forty-three  children  of  lioth  sexes,  (in  all  ninety-nine)  were  in  the  custody  of  the  officer,  and 
in  full  march  along  the  beach  for  Monrovia.  The  boats  received  the  invalids  and  feeblest  of  the  children, 
and  stood  along  shore,  at  musket  shot  distance,  abreast  of  the  party  advancing  by  land.  The  whole 
arrived  safely  at  Monrovia  at  eight  o'clock  the  same  morning,  just  six  hours  after  the  setting  out  of  the 
party,  and  eleven  only  after  the  first  intimation  given  to  the  officer  who  so  handsomely  conducted  it  that 
its  services  would  be  required. 

Of  these  people,  ninety-seven  are  in  perfect  health,  two  only  in  a  feeble  condition,  caused  apparently 
by  rigorous  treatment. 

Respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

P.  S. — In  the  number  of  persons  rescued  are  included  the  three  deserters. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy,  Washington  City,  U.  S. 

December  11,  1825. 
Sir:  Subjoined  to  my  letter  of  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  communicate  certain 
facts  relative  to  the  French  slave  trade,  as  carried  on  at  the  present  time  from  this  coast,  and  of  which 
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without  a  vigorous  influence  exerted  by  other  governments,  no  hope  of  a  speedy  termination  can  be 
rationally  entertained.  My  situation  every  month  throws  in  my  way  some  intelligent  subjects  of  France, 
of  whom  some  are  interested  in  the  continuance,  and  others  actually  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade;  and,  I  regret  to  say,  that  both  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  true  point  of  policy  in  their 
government,  at  present,  i-equires  a  regulated  continuance  of  the  trade,  and  which  the  ministers  of  govern- 
ment are  too  wise  not  to  perceive;  that  the  demand  for  the  products  of  tropical  countries  in  France  is  much 
greater  than  can  be  supplied  from  their  inconsiderable  colonies,  either  in  America  or  the  East  Indies;  that, 
without  foreign  colonies,  the  nation  can  never  have  a  productive  foreign  commerce,  nor  come  to  realize 
the  various  objects  of  advantage  growing  out  of  it. 

The  province  of  Cayenne  offers  a  boundless  extent  of  fertile  territory,  but  thinly  peopled,  and,  in 
consequence,  uncultivated  and  unproductive.  According  to  the  ancient  prejudices,  laborers  can  only  be 
obtained,  to  subdue  and  bring  out  the  resources  of  this  country,  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  But  how  to 
evade  the  stipulations  of  the  solemn  treaties  of  the  government,  so  as  to  save  appearances,  and  at  the 
same  time  Knlij<'(t  tlic  trade  in  which  those  laborers  are  to  be  procured  to  that  perfect  surveillance  for 
which  the  polii  v  and  nvcnue  system  of  France,  beyond  those  of  almost  any  other  nation,  are  distinguished — 
to  combine  tlusc  ci inflicting  objects  in  one  system,  is  the  result  of  some  political  inquiry,  and  is  thus 
attempted.  All  outfits  to  the  coast  for  this  trade  are  understood  by  the  merchants  of  France  to  be  pro- 
hibited hy  particular  injunction,  and  absolutely  impossible  to  be  made  from  any  other  ports  of  the  empire, 
except  St.  Malois  and  Nantz;  vessels  cannot  obtain  clearances  for  these  voyages  elsewhci-e.  But  no 
difficulty,  it  is  equally  understood,  is  ever  to  be  encountered  at  the  custom  houses  of  these  ports, 
particularhj  of  the  latter,  where  it  is  reciprocally  understood  that  clearances  given  to  vessels  to  proceed 
to  Africa  for  general  cargoes,  and  thence  to  the  colonies,  authorize  such  vessels  to  traffic  for,  and  trans- 
port to  the  latter,  cargoes  of  slaves,  and  nothing  else.  The  colonial  authorities  of  Gaudaloupe,  Marti- 
nique, Cayenne,  &c..  observe  a  perfect  concert  of  action  with  the  officers  of  the  two  ports  in  France  already 
named;  and,  by  admitting  slave  cargoes  to  entry,  dutyfree,  in  effect  pay  the  merchants  a  bounty  on 
such  cargoes. 

The  extent  of  the  trade  is,  by  this  arrangement,  better  known  in  France  itself,  and  prevented 
from  being  even  suspected  by  the  other  governments  of  Europe,  except  as  ascertained  by  its  operations, 
observed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  in  America,  and  comes  to  be  as  exactly  controlled  and  regulated  by 
the  ministry  as  any  other  branch  of  commerce  carried  on  from  French  ports  But,  still  further  to  save 
appearances,  and  guard  the  trade  against  interruption  by  foreign  powers,  France  makes  the  coast  of 
Africa  one  of  her  important  naval  stations.  From  four  to  eight  of  her  A'essels-of-war,  mostly  corvettes 
and  brigs,  rendezvous  every  year  at  Gore,  with  instructions  to  their  commanders  to  pursue  and  suppress 
the  slave  trade.  The  interference  of  any  foreign  power  in  the  service  somewhat  ostentatiously  assigned 
to  this  naval  force,  it  is  but  too  well  known  that  France  utterly  declines  in  any  degree  to  consent  to  or 
tolerate.  It  is  refused,  not  only  as  impolitic,  but  as  unnecessary.  It  might,  indeed,  be  both,  were  not 
the  instructions  under  which  her  commanders  act,  in  all  cases,  carefully  made  out  in  exact  accommoda- 
tion to  other  parts  of  the  artificial  system  of  which  it  is  certain  that  this  display  of  force  forms 
a  part.  No  cruiser  is  authorized  even  to  subject  to  detention  a  slaver  found  on  the  coast,  in  whatever 
stage  of  his  voyage,  unless  slaves  are  actually  found  on  board  the  latter  vessel  at  the  time  of  her 
examination. 

M.  L'Achelier,  the  intelligent  commandant  of  a  detachment  of  the  Gore  station,  assured  me,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1825,  that  between  Cazamanca  and  Cape  Palomas,  in  the  short  period  of  six  weeks,  he  had  visited 
forty -five  vessels,  of  whose  bad  character  the  testimonies  seen  on  board  of  them  were  conclusive;  of  these 
forty-five,  twenty-two  were  Frenchmen,  from  Nantz  and  the  colonies,  of  which  his  instructions  clearly 
forbade  the  detention  of  more  than  five. 

In  April  ensuing,  I  received  the  information  from  a  perfectly  authentic  source  that,  of  the  five  vessels 
sent  under  these  circumstances  for  adjudication  before  the  naval  tribunal  at  Gore,  only  one  was  con- 
demned; and  M.  L'Achelier  amerced  in  damages,  for  the  detention  of  the  others,  to  three  times  the  amount 
of  his  property. 

•  The  factors  Vieux  Pierre  &  Millot,  whose  establishment  on  the  St.  Paul  was  broken  up  on  the  8th, 
have  announced  their  intention  to  appeal  to  the  government  for  redress,  resting  their  claims  on  the 
principle  which  it  has  set  up,  never  to  suffer  the  inteference  of  a  foreign  power,  either  in  the  measures 
which  she  has  thought  proper  to  take  for  suppressing  the  trade,  or  in  the  punishment  of  her  subjects  for 
any  supposed  infraction  of  the  municipal  and  commercial  laws  of  France. 

But,  as  I  have  assumed  in  justification  of  my  procedure  neither  of  these  grounds,  but  the  necessity 
of  rescuing  immediately  from  slavery,  for  the  prevention  of  a  greater  and  absolutely  remediless  injury, 
the  subjects  and  protegees  of  the  United  States  unlawfully  sold  and  detained  in  bondage,  and  of  abating 
a  nuisance  which  foreigners,  without  the  color  of  authority,  had  obtruded  upcm  our  own  territory,  (for 
the  lands  actually  purchased  of  the  nation  comprehend  the  whole  left  bank  of  the  St.  Paul,  on  which  the 
factory  stood)  I  am  confident  that  such  a  claim  will  never  be  prosecuted  to  my  own  government;  or,  if 
so  urged,  must  be  forthwith  discontinued  as  soon  as  it  merits  an  investigation. 

Any  testimony  necessary  to  elucidate  or  establish  the  facts  contained  in  my  official  report  of  the 
transaction,  in  my  power  to  obtain,  shall  be  cheerfully  furnished,  on  a  requisition  from  his  excellency  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  lionorablc  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

EespectfuUy,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

The  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Nary. 

U.  S.  Agency  for  Eecaptured  Africans,  Cajx  Memrado,  January  22,  1826. 

As  an  integral  part  of  my  dispatches  by  this  conveyance,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  my  letter 
dated  October  14,  detailing  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  punishment  of  the  Spanish  piratical 
schooner  Clarida,  to  the  plan  of  the  coast  accompanying  it,  as  illustrative  of  the  transaction;  and  to  tlie 
statement  of  i:r/Hiisfs  incurrrd  oiitJ  jinijirrlij  seized  in  the  same  expedition.  It  will  be  seen  from  these 
papers  that  iomiccn  iniscniMc  slaves  fell  'iiit()  my  hands  on  that  occasion,  who  have  been  provided  for 
agreeably  1<'  tlic  insi  iiict  imis  mulcr  wliicli  1  liave  the  honor  to  act. 

I  have  also  the  Imniir  Id  rtlcr,  as  a  jiart  of  my  present  communication,  to  my  letter  of  the  2Vh  of 
October,  also  enclosed,  and  a  note  explanatory,  of  the  28//!,  frcmi  which  you  will  learn  that  an  additiona 
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number  of  six  men,  making-  in  all,  to  that  date,  twenty  persons,  were  cast  for  protection  upon  the  United 
States  establishment  at  this  place,  and  have  accordingly  been  provided  for  at  the  public  expense. 

I  liave  also  very  particuluiiy  to  solicit  your  attention  to  my  letter  of  December  8,  1825,  and  the  private 
note  of  the  llth  of  the  same  month,  from  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  still  another  addition  of  ninety-nine 
persons  has  been  made  to  the  number  of  liberated  Africans  connected  with  the  agency. 

The  papers  referred  to  are  too  minute,  I  trust,  to  require,  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  any 
additional  explanations.  The  whole  number  of  persons  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  agency  by  these 
three  several  accessions,  is  116,  (to  say  one  hundred  and  sixteen)  making,  with  the  fourteen  previously 
in  cliarge,  one  hundred  and  thirty.  Many  of  the  children  are,  by  a  temporary  disposition,  situated  in  the 
most  respectable  families  of  the  colony,  under  indentures  securing  to  them  instruction  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  place,  and  every  other  advantage  of  which  their  age  and  circumstances  render  tliem 
capable.  I  have  engaged  a  prudent  young  man  to  attend  constantly  on  the  remainder,  at  their  daily 
labors,  and  bring  the  economy  of  the  little  community  into  which  they  are  formed,  into  a  gradual  assimilation 
to  the  ideas  of  civilized  life.  They  have  nearly  completed  a  village  of  dwellings,  built  in  your  own  style,  on  a 
pleasant  elevation  of  Cape  Mesurado,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  distant  from  Thompson  Town.  Every 
individual  of  their  number  is  in  perfect  health,  and  as  an  assemblage  of  rude  and  ignorant  people, 
gathered  out  of  nearly  twenty  diiferent  tribes  of  the  country,  pursue  their  labors  with  a  good  degree  of 
spirit,  union,  and  success. 

For  some  months  to  come,  it  must  remain  necessary  to  aiford  them  their  entire  support,  or  expose 
them  to  the  certain  danger  of  being  seduced,  or  kidnapped,  by  the  unprincipled  slave  dealers  of  the 
country,  wiio  wait  their  opportunity  to  bring  them  the  second  time  under  the  chain,  and  dispose  of  them 
at  the  factories  of  Gallinas,  or  Trade  Town. 

The  expense  of  clothing,  providing  with  the  first  conveniences  of  civilized  life,  furnishing  with  tools 
and  implements  of  industry,  after  our  modes,  and  subsisting  so  considerable  a  number  of  people,  thrown 
upon  my  hands  without  previous  preparation  for  their  reception,  has  already  proved  considerable,  and 
has  reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  making  pur.chases,  and  advances  out  of  my  own  pocket,  since  the  10th 
day  of  October,  to  the  amount  of  the  several  sums  of  $366.87^,  $260.35^,  $330.12,  $162.42,  $115.03*, 
$65.62t,  $1,187.75.     Total,  $2,788.17. 

The  accounts  of  all  these  purchases  are  forwarded,  with  advices  of  the  drafts  given  on  the  Navy 
Department  in  payment. 

A  few  of  these  stores  have  been  purchased  at  disadvantage;  but  most  of  them  on  very  advantageous 
terms. 

These  purchases  have  given  me  the  means  of  securing,  in  advance,  rice  necessary  for  several  months' 
consumption,  a  precaution  necessary  to  be  taken  early  every  dry  season,  as  the  country  furnishes  very 
little  of  that  grain,  and  that  little  at  very  enhanced  prices  after  the  1st  of  February,  until  the  return  of 
the  ensuing  harvest  in  September. 

The  lands  of  Cape  Mesurado  being  wholly  appropriated  to  settlers,  and  the  former  protegee  of  the 
government,  who  have  been  placed  on  the  footing  with  settlers,  it  will  be  necessary,  finally,  to  fix  a  large 
proportion  of  the  last  accessions  on  farms  provided  in  the  new  settlements  of  the  colony.  But  at  present 
it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to  suffer  them  to  want  the  constant  guardianship  of  their  superin- 
tendents. Several  have  alredy  been  driven  by  their  fears  to  attempt,  and  a  few  have,  it  is  thought, 
effected  their  escape.  No  means  in  my  power  to  employ  for  their  recovery  have  been  neglected,  as  their 
separation  from  the  asylum  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  their  apprehension  and  sale,  as  soon  as  their  lurking 
places  shall  be  discovered  by  the  natives  of  the  country. 

Vieux  Pierre  and  Millot,  the  factors  whose  establishment  on  the  St.  Paul  has  been  destroyed,  were 
soon  after  reduced  to  extreme  distress  by  the  natives,  who,  believing  those  unfortunate  men  without  the 
protection  of  the  settlement,  assembled  in  force,  evidently  with  a  design  to  rob  them  of  the  small 
remainder  of  their  property.  In  this  distress,  they  appealed  to  my  humanity  for  protection.  J  consented 
to  afford  it,  on  condition  of  their  abandoning  their  voyage,  and  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  colonies, 
returning  directly  to  France,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  could  be  made  for  the  voyage.  To 
this  condition  they  assented.  I  immediately  sent  a  guard  to  bring  them  and  their  merchandise  to  Mon- 
rovia, where  I  have  since  furnished  them  and  their  five  seamen  with  whatever  necessaries  and  comforts 
the  laws  of  hospitality  require. 

The  schooner  attached  to  the  factory,  after  waiting  in  the  offing  several  days,  and  receiving  intel- 
ligence of  the  accident  which  had  befallen  the  factory,  made  sail  for  J'rance,  without  communicating  Avith 
the  factors  ashore,  otherwise  than  by  billets,  leaving  seven  Frenchmen  on  my  hands.  Three  of  these 
were  shipped  the  first  of  January,  from  Cape  Mount,  on  board  of  a  French  vessel  bdund  to  Martinique. 
Millot  obtained  a  passage  to  adistant  part  of  the  coast,  with  a  view  to  some  protital'k>  cinpldN mcnt ;  and 
Captain  Vieux  Pierre,  with  a  white  servant,  takes  passage,  in  the  vessel  which  conn  ys  thcs<>  dispatches, 
for  the  United  States,  whence  he  intends  to  return  to  his  family  in  France.  An  indu.strious  young  man 
belonging  to  the  concern  has  found  employment  in  this  colony. 

J.  ASUMUN. 

The  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington  City. 

Monrovia,  April  19,  1826. 

Sir:  The  extraordinary  labors  consequent  on  the  new  arrangements  required  by  the  arrival  of  Dr. 
Peaco,  the  United  States  agent  for  recaptured  Africans,  and  who  was  the  bearer  of  your  favor  of  the 
81st  December,  1825,  together  with  the  expedition  against  Trade  Town,  from  which  I  have  just  returned 
with  the  troops  of  the  colony  in  safety,  render  it  impossible  to  prepare  the  accounts  of  the  agency,  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  in  time  to  forward  them  by  the  "  Indian  Chief."  I  hope  to  send  them  by  the  very 
next  conveyance. 

In  my  accounts  from  the  Treasury  Department,  I  perceive  myself  charged  with  a  requisition  for  $220, 
in  favor  of  Thomes  Tyson,  for  which  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  show  myself  entitled  to  a  credit  of  the 
same  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  delivered  over,  to  the  hands  of  Dr.  Peaco,  on  the  17th  instant,  ffly- 
three  Africans,  taken  from  the  piratical  establishment  at  Trade  Town,  on  the  13th  and  I4th,  making  the 

•  By  way  of  Boston,  under  another  encloeure.  t  Forwarded  through  Rev.  Mr.  Ilawley. 
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whole  number  delivered  over  to  the  United  States  agency,  since  the  10th  of  October,  1825,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two;  and  which, with  the  aid  of  Heaven,  and  two  Colombian  armed  vessels,  the  forces  of 
the  colony  under  my  direction  razed  to  the  ground  on  the  15th  instant. 

Three  vessels  attached  to  the  factories  of  Trade  Town  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  French  and 
Colombian  cruisers  on  this  station;  and  the  catastrophe  of  that  mart  of  human  flesh,  now  the  last  on  the 
whole  windward  coast  of  western  Africa,  is  confidently  believed  to  have  annihilated,  finally,  the  slave 
trade  within  five  hundred  miles  of  this  settlement. 

Dr.  Woodside,  the  bearer  of  these  dispatches  to  the  United  States,  and  who  returns  in  consequence 
of  a  severe  wound  received  in  the  late  expedition,  for  which  he  had  generously  volunteered  his  services 
has  also  an  abstract  of  the  journal,  detailing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  affair;  and  will  be  able  to  com- 
municate, verbally  or  otherwise,  all  the  information  relating  to  it  that  may  be  called  for. 

Captain  Jo  m  Chase,  commander  of  the  Colombian  armed  schooner  Jacinta,  well  known  in  the  United 
States,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  as  a  gentleman  of  the  most  honorable  principles,  and  ccnisummate  bravery 
has  rendered  us  services  in  this  aff"air,  without  which  success  could  not  have  been  obtained.  His  vessel, 
his  marines,  arms,  ammunition,  and  personal  exertions  were,  in  the  entire  spirit  of  the  late  convention 
between  the  Colombian  and  United  States  Governments  for  co-operating  against  the  slave  trade,  wholly 
at  our  devotion;  and  as  long  as  the  heavy  curse  of  this  traffic  shall,  as  the  fruit  of  the  late  expedition, 
cease  to  be  felt  in  western  Africa,  will  the  services  of  this  gallant  commander  and  his  spirited  crew  be 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  applause  of  the  world. 

The  character  of  nearly  all  the  late  transactions  of  Europeans  at  Trade  Town  having  been  notori- 
ously piratical,  it  will  become  a  duty  of  the  first  obligation  to  direct  against  it,  and  against  every  attempt 
to  restore  it,  the  little  floating  force  preparing  in  the  colony  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant McKean.     The  arrival  of  that  officer  on  the  coast  is  expected  with  particular  anxiety. 

Associated  with  Captain  Chase,  in  the  affair  of  Trade  Town,  is  to  be  mentioned  with  a  particular 
sense  of  obligation  for  his  active  co-operation.  Captain  Cottrell,  of  the  Colombian  brig-of-war  El  Vencedor, 
who  covered  our  landing  under  a  dangerous  fire  from  thy  piratical  Europeans  ashore,  and  brought  the 
guns  of  his  vessels  to  bear  upon  the  enemy's  lines  in  our  rear,  during  the  36  hours  we  were  hotly 
engaged  with  him,  after  obtaining  possession  of  the  tov\^n.  He  supplied  our  little  force  ashore  with  3,000 
rounds  of  musket  ammunition;  placed  under  my  command  his  captain  of  marines,  with  twenty  men,  and 
expended  130  rounds  of  cannon  shot  upon  the  enemy. 

Dr.  Peaco's  health  was  thought  to  be  not  sufficiently  braced,  by  previous  exposure  in  an  African 
climate,  to  admit  of  his  accompanying  the  expedition;  and  it  is  feared  the  few  hours  which  remain  before 
the  sailing  of  the  Indian  Chief,  will  hardly  allow  of  his  writing  in  detail  by  tliis  ((nivcyamc.  This  circum- 
stance will  apologize  for  the  otherwise  unnecessary  length  and  minuteness  of  ihis  letter,  in  the  conclusion 
of  which  I  beg  only  to  add,  that  the  first  class  of  Africans  are  nearly  off"  the  hands  of  tlie  government, 
several  having  finished  their  terms  of  apprenticeslii]),  and  lieiiig  now  established  in  business  for  themselves. 

About  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  newly  liheiated  remain,  of  whom  fifty  are  so  situated,  in 
respectable  families,  as  to  be  a  slight  charge  on  the  public  fund. 

The  passengers  by  the  Indian  Chief,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  in  number,  arc  all  on  the  sick  list, 
but  the  character  of  the  disease  under  which  they  suffer  is  favorable  beyond  any  former  example,  and 
gives  hope  of  its  speedy  termination. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  J.  ASHMUN. 

The  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  United  Stales  A^avij. 

Baltimore,  July  31,  1826. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Ashmun  to  Trade  Town  was  in  consequence  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  having 
seduced  away  from  the  colony  about  thirty  free  blacks  belonging  to  it,  and  selliim-  iliem  to  the  Spanish 
aiid  French  slave  traders.  Mr.  Ashmun  had  frequently  demanded  those  hlaeks  IVuin  King  West, 
threatening  him  with  an  armed  force  if  he  did  not  give  them  up,  which  threat  he  altii_uetlior  disregarded, 
and  continued  his  depredations  on  the  inhabitants  nf  the  colony. 

On  my  arrival  at  Mesurado,  Mr.  Ashmun  CDiniimiiieated  the  above  intelligence  to  nie,  and  requested 
that  I  would  accompany  him  in  the  expedition  to  Trade  Town,  which  I  consented  to,  and  took  Mr.  Ashmun, 
with  about  thirty  troops,  on  board,  and  proceeded  for  that  place,  which  we  reached  the  day  following, 
and  found  at  anchor  off'  the  town  the  Colombian  brig  El  Vencedor,  having  with  her  a  Spanish  brig 
captured  the  day  before.  I  communicated  the  object  of  our  visit  to  the  commander  of  that  vessel,  who 
cheerfully  agreed  to  accoinpany  us. 

As  we  approached  \\u'  shore,  the  Spanish  and  French  slaves,  occupying  three  factories,  commenced 
firing  on  our  boats,  ncilwithstanding  the  boat  in  which  Mr.  Ashmun  was  had  the  colonial  flag  hoisted. 
We  however  succeeded  in  landing  and  taking  possession  of  the  factories.  Mr.  Ashmun  addressed  a  note 
to  King  West,  stating  that  the  object  of  his  visit  was  to  reclaim  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  if  he  gave 
them  up  peaceably,  all  other  hostilities  would  cease,  threatening  him  with  the  destruction  of  the  town  if 
he  did  not  immediately  comply  with  the  demand.  King  West  acknowledged  that  the  blacks  had  been 
seduced  away,  and  sold  to  the  S|iaiiiai-ds,  but  pleaded  inability  to  get  tlieiii  within  two  or  three  days,  as 
they,  with  four  or  five  hundred  others,  had  been  released  on  our  aii|)roaeh  to  the  shore,  and  had  run  into 
the  woods.  He  stated,  thrcnigh  his  messenger  to  Mr.  Ashmun,  that  he  wished  to  be  on  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  the  colony,  and  that  he  would  have  all  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  those 
oftlie  colony,  delivered  up  to  us. 

On  the  first  day  he  sent  in  fifteen  or  twenty,  on  the  second  as  many  more,  and  on  the  third  day,  a 
quantity  making  altogether  fifty-two.  But  it  was  evident  from  his  tardy  movements,  and  the  miserable 
appearance  of  the  Maeks,  that  his  object  was  to  divert  our  attention  until  he  could  rally  his  forces. 

On  ihr  tliinl  day,  as  was  anticipated,  they  commenced  hostilities  with  a  number  not  less  than  two  or 
three  thousand  men,  irrll  iidiiciI.  and  it  was  not  until  the  vessels  were  brought  near  the  shore,  and  several 
l)r<in(h-i(l,'s/iri;!  nil  /lii'iii,  that  we  siu'ceeded  in  driving  them  into  the  woods.  We  then  put  fire  to  the 
town,  which  contained  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houses,  and  destroyed  it.  The  factories  were  occu- 
pied by  us  two  days  after,  during  which  time  we  had  some  little  skirmishing. 

Finding  no  prospect  of  getting  the  slaves,  we  re-eniKarked  our  troops,  putting  fire  to  the  factories, 
which  contained  a  large  quantity  of  powder,  arms,  munitions  of  wai-,  ami  sundry  articles  of  merchandise 
belonging   to   the   Siianiards.     Mr.  Ashmun   conducted   himself  strictly   neutral"  towards  the   Spaniards^ 
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notwitlistaudiug-  it  was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  some  of  them  had  committed  acts  of  piracy  in  the 
waters  of  Mesurado,  a  short  time  previous.  Tlie  tifty-two  blacks  were  lauded  at  tlie  colony,  and  before  I 
left  the  Gape,  Mr.  Ashmun  informed  me  that  King  West  had  sent  to  him  to  treat  for  peace. 

JOHN  CHASE. 

Navy  Department,   Washington,  Augud  10,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  communications  from  Mr.  Ashmun,  of  14th,  27th  and  28th 
October;   8th  and   Uth  December;  5th  and  22d  Jauuarj^,  and   19th  April,  together  with  their  several 
enclosures,  which  shall  be  noticed  in  the  order  of  tiieir  dates.     The  accounts  liave  been  deposited  with 
the  Pourth  Auditor,  to  whom  they  should  be  transmitted  inv  exaiuinatiun  and  settlement. 

The  first  letter,  of  14th  October,  relates  to  the  transactii.us  .,f  the  <iiaiiisU  schooner  Clarida;  the 
depredations  committed  by  her  on  the  British  brig  Tom  Cud ;  and  the  means  puisued  to  punish  the  con- 
duct of  the  crew  of  the  Spanish  vessel,  which  resulted  in  the  release  of  fourteen  slaves,  at  Poor  river. 
The  next,  dated  17th  October,  is  a  continuation  of  transactions  respecting  the  Clarida,  and  a  narrative  of 
an  expedition  to  the  St.  Paul,  which  terminated  in  the  release  of  six  more  slaves.  The  third  letter, 
dated  28th  October,  assigns  the  reason  fur,  and  justification  uf  liis  conduct,  and  prupuses  a  method  fur 
redeemmg  such  persons  as  may  be  held  in  bondage  in  the  nci,- liborhood  uf  the  settlement.  The  fourth 
letter,  8tli  December,  announces  an  addition  of  ninety-nine  persons  to  tjie  agency,  released  in  an  expedi- 
tion undertaken  to  recover  four  uf  thuse  previously  taken,  wlio  had  fled  from  the  protection  of  the  agency. 
The  fifth  and  next,  is  a  private  letter,  dated  11th  December,  giving  a  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
trade  is  now  carried  on  by  the  French  and  others,  and  the  means  resorted  to,  to  save  appearances  and  an 
open  evasion  or  violation  of  their  treaties.  The  sixth  letter  is  dated  5th  January,  and  contains  a  review 
of  his  past  conduct  and  transactions  at  the  agency.  The  next,  22d  January,  is  a  continuation  of  occur- 
rences at  the  agency,  the  measures  adopted  to  provide  for  the  addition  to  the  numbers  occasioned  by  the 
excursions  to  the  neighboring  factories,  and  refers  to  a  part  of  a  communication  to  the  Colonization 
Society,  for  the  reasons  for  Mr.  Ashmun' s  wishing  to  return  to  the  United  States,  which  he  intends  to 
accomplish,  should  the  situation  of  afl'airs  permit.  The  last  letter  received  is  dated  19th  April,  by  the 
Indian  Chief,  and  informs  of  his  return  from  an  expedition  against  Tra<U'  Town,  and  y<iur  arrival.  The 
cause  and  object  of  the  expedition  not  being  stated  in  the  letter,  it  is  ])i(suiiioil  that  one  must  have  been 
written  of  an  earlier  date,  which  has  not  been  received.  In  the  absents  of  (his  ix|ihination,  I  have 
sought  light  from  other  sources,  and  have  been  permitted  by  the  Colunizatiun  Society  to  read  some  of 
his  letters  to  it;  and  have  also  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Chase,  which  furnished  the  probable  causes 
and  objects  of  the  expedition.     Upon  them,  it  is  not  the  intention  now  to  express  a  decided  opinion. 

Should  it  appear  hereafter  that  some  of  the  recaptured  Africans  had  been  taken  to  Trade  Town, 
confined,  and  were  about  to  be  sold  again  into  slavery,  and  that  Mr.  Ashmun  went  no  farther  than  was 
found  necessary  to  rescue  them,  his  conduct,  as  the  agent  of  the  government,  will  not  be  condemned. 
So  tar  as  he  has  acted  for  the  Colonization  Society,  in  recapturing  the  colonists,  he  will  look  to  that 
society,  both  to  explain  his  conduct,  and  be  justified  or  condcnnicd  by  it. 

Tne  same  remark  is  applicable  to  the  previous  exiHMliiions.  So  far  as  he  acted  as  agent  of  the 
society,  the  government  does  not  mean  to  intefere  with  his  rrsiionsibility  to  it.  But  the  President  thinks 
it  necessary  to  disapprove  of  his  conduct  in  those  cxpodilioiis,  so  tar  as  it  has  any  connection  with  the 
government.  As  agent  of  the  United  States,  fur  a  spciili.il  object,  lie  had  no  justifiable  cause  to  break 
up  establishments  supposed  to  belong  to  the  owners  uf  the  Clarida,  or  any  other  persons,  and  to  take 
the  people  from  there  to  the  agency,  to  be  maintained  at  the  public  expense.  Our  government,  in 
estaUlisUing  the  agency,  had  one  object  only  in  view — to  provide  a  place  to  which  Africans,  illegally 
brought  into  the  United  States,  or  lawfully  captured  by  our  cruisers  upon  the  ocean,  might  be  carried  and 
taken  care  of,  until  they  could,  with  propriety,  be  restored  to  their  own  country,  tribe,  or  nation.  It  has 
not  intended  to  authorize,  nor  has  it  authorized,  a  forcible  and  warlike  attack  upon  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  any  nation  with  a  view  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  or  to  accomplish  any  other  object,  no  matter  how 
desirable,  to  advance  the  cause  of  humanity.  You  will  therefore  furnish  to  Mr.  Ashmun  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  that  he  may  see  the  light  in  which  his  conduct  is  viewed  by  the  government. 

lie  has  made  a  claim  for  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1819; 
but  it  cannot  be  granted.  The  case  of  Africans  liberated  from  their  captors,  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
dues  not  cume  within  the  provisions  of  that  act.  It  is  understood,  from  his  several  letters,  that  about 
170  Africans  were  liberated  in  his  various  expeditions,  and  brougiit  to  the  agency,  and  are  now  on  expense 
there;  tlie  accounts  for  their  support  to  this  time  will  perhaps  be  paid;  but  they  must  cease  to  be  a 
charge  to  the  government,  and  restored  to  their  tribes  as  speedily  as  possible,  or  suppoi  ted  in  some  other 
mode.  The  fund  devoted  to  this  object  is  now  much  reduced,  and,  unless  increased  Ijv  Congress,  will 
not  bear  a  continuance  of  tlie  burden.  Should  captures  be  made  during  the  year,  recourse  must  be  had 
to  anuLlier  apprupriatiuu  to  enable  the  Department  to  comply  with  the  law. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  reward  uf  $10,  uH'ered  by  him  for  each  negro  delivered,  is  not  approved;  it 
was  not  prudent,  nor  authorized  by  his  instructions  from  the  government. 

In  censuring  the  course  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  it  is  not  intended  to  convey  an  idea  that  he  was  actuated 
by  improper  motives,  or  to  regret  the  effect  which  seems  to  have  been  produced  upon  the  slave  trade 
itselt.  His  motives  were  probably  of  the  purest  kind,  and  his  zeal  excited  and  confirmed  by  his  humanity. 
Everything  which  represses  that  trade  appeals  strongly  to  our  best  feelings  for  excuse  and  approbation. 
All  tiiat  is  intended  by  the  Executive,  is,  to  disapprove  the  act  in  him,  as  its  special  agent  for  other 
objects. 

In  other  respects,  the  conduct  and  policy  of  Mr.  Ashmun  seem  to  merit  commendation ;  and  his  inter- 
course with  the  surrounding  tribes  to  be  dicta  ed  by  sound  discretion,  and  calculated  to  insure  perma- 
nent success  and  respect.  By  conveying  these  opinions  through  you,  you  will  be  informed  of  the  views 
uf  tlie  Department  as  to  the  proper  conduct  of  your  agency,  and  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

Two  additional  considerations  seem  proper  to  be  repeated  to  you:  to  preserve  the  utmost  economy, 
and  to  keep  the  business  and  accounts  of  the  society,  and  the  agencj',  as  much  separated  as  possible. 
These  duties  have  become  even  more  important  than  they  were  when  your  instructions  were  prepared, 
and  when  they  were  pressed  upon  you. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  have  sent,  before  this,  the  recaptured  Africans,  now  in 
Georgia,  to  the  agency;  but  questiuns  are  still  pending  undecided  in  the  court,  respecting  a  part  of  them, 


760  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  319. 

which  render  it  still  impossible  to  send  any  of  the  number.     They  will  be  dispatched  without  the  least 
unnecessary  delay,  when  these  questions  are  decided. 

I  believe  I  informed  you  that  the  Spark  would  be  sent  to  the  agency,  as  soon  as  she  returned  from 
the  West  Indies.     On  her  return,  however,  she  was  found  so  much  decayed,  that  it  was  necessary  to  sell 
her.     Since  that  time,  no  vessel  fit  for  the  purpose  has  returned:  I  am  daily  looking-for  the  arrival  of  one. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Doct(jr  John  W.  Peaco,   United  Slates  Agent  for  Liberated  Africans,  Cape  Mesurado. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  John  W.  Peaco  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Holmes  Hole,  October  30,  1826. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Cape,  I  found  the  number  of  recaptured  Africans  considerably  increased,  to 
which  were  afterwards  added  several  who  were  liberated  and  brought  up  from  Trade  Town;  the  expenses 
for  the  sustenance  of  this  class  of  settlers  will,  therefore,  be  proportionably  greater,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully request  that  supplies  for  their  support  and  comfort  be  sent  out,  as  what  have  been  heretofore  sent 
were  intended  for  a  much  smaller  number.  Tobacco  and  other  trading  articles  can  be  exchanged  to 
great  advantage,  and  should  be  provided  for  them  in  proportionably  larger  quantities.  It  is  calculated, 
from  the  quantity  of  land  which  they  have  cleared  and  are  continuing  to  clear  for  cultivation,  and  the 
cassada  and  other  articles  they  are  raising,  that  the  expenses  for  the  support  of  the  present  number  will, 
in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  be  comparatively  trifling. 

We  find  those  a  very  useful  set  of  people  at  the  settlement,  and  much  expense  is  saved,  both  to  the 
government  and  to  the  Colonization  Society,  by  employing  them  as  laborers,  and  in  clearing  the  land, 
when  natives  from  the  vicinity  must  otherwise  be  hired,  the  cost  for  which  would  be  much  greater  than 
all  the  expenses  for  the  support  of  those  people,  as,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  we  should  have  to  supply 
them  with  provisions;  whereas  the  recaptured  African  is  satisfied  with  his  rations  and  clothing,  with  a 
little  tobacco.  The  articles  of  diet  with  which  we  furnish  them,  and  for  which  they  in  general  give  a 
preference,  are  rice,  cassada,  and  palm  oil,  which  we  procure  from  the  natives  in  exchange  for  tobacco, 
rum,  cotton  cloths,  &c.,  supplies  of  which  should  be  always  on  hand. 

The  liberated  Africans  who  were  sent  out  from  the  United  States,  and  the  colonists  who  have  been 
there  more  than  a  year,  support  themselves,  and  are  no  longer  much  expense  to  us,  and  the  balance  will 
in  a  short  time  be  able  to  provide  for  their  own  maintenance;  we  are  obliged,  however,  to  employ  many 
of  them  as  laborers,  mechanics,  &c.,  who  draw  their  pay  from  the  public  stores;  it  will  therefore  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  supply  of  provisions,  trading  articles,  &c.,  to  furnish  them;  it  is  found  to  be  the 
cheapest  mode  of  compensating  them,  and  they  have  no  means  while  thus  employed  of  procuring  them 
elsewhere. 

As  to  the  defensive  state  of  the  settlement,  I  would  respectfully  observe,  that  the  uniform  companies 
and  local  militia  are  sufficient,  provided  they  are  furnished  with  the  means;  there  is,  however,  in  my 
opinion,  a  necessity  for  a  small  military  force  to  guard  the  public  property,  and  prevent  surprise.  Since 
the  affair  of  Trade  Town,  the  slave  traders  who  traffic  there  have  shown  every  disposition  to  distress 
tiie  colonists  and  others  at  the  Cape,  which  they  can  do  and  have  done  with  impunity,  in  consequence  of 
our  not  having  the  aid  of  a  naval  force  here,  by  which  we  might  prevent  them.  It  is  dangerous  for  a 
niercliant  vessel  to  approach  our  roadstead,  as  information  is  immediately  conveyed  down  the  coast  to 
Trade  Town,  (a  distance  of  less  than  one  hundred  miles.)  A  vessel  is  immediately  selected  for  the  purpose, 
which  is  manned,  and  proceeds  to  Mesurado,  where,  in  full  view  of  us  all,  they  plunder  any  vessels 
which  may  be  lying  there,  without  our  having  any  means  of  preventing  them.  A  daring  outrage  to  this 
effect  took  place  the  27th  of  July  last,  an  account  of  which  has  been  lately  published  in  the  newspapers. 
After  robbing  the  vessel  and  abusing  the  officei's  and  crew,  they  proceeded  very  deliberately  to  a  trading 
factory  in  the  vicinity,  where  we  understood  they  were  collecting  slaves  when  I  left  the  coast.  There  are 
other  cases,  though  not  so  flagrant,  and  we  are  threatened  with  a  repetition  of  them.  We  have  endeavored 
to  make  terms  with  King  West,  of  Trade  Town,  but  he  will  not  listen  to  any;  and  nothing  but  the  appearance 
of  a  naval  force  will  bring  him  to  terms.  The  necessity  of  having  and  keeping  constantly  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  a  naval  force,  is  daily  more  evident.  Trade  Town  could  be  effectually  blockaded  by  a  sloop-of- 
war,  by  which  means  the  slave  trade  would  be  abolished  as  far  as  four  degrees  north  of  the  Equator. 
Our  recaptured  Africans  are  enticed  away,  and  sold  there  to  slave  dealers  and  we  cannot  recover  them. 
It  is  at  considerable  risk  that  our  boats  venture  out  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  supplies  for  the 
settlement;  our  commerce  is  entirely  unprotected;  the  petty  kings  insult  us  and  threaten  us  with  war; 
and  we  had  it  in  contemplation,  when  I  left  Monrovia,  to  break  up  one  of  our  factories  down  the  coast, 
from  which  we  were  regulary  supplied  with  palm  oil,  rice,  and  other  articles  of  diet,  on  account  of  the 
hostile  disposition  shown  by  the  natives  in  its  vicinity  to  the  factors,  and  the  threats  of  King  West, 
which  we  have  no  means  of  preventing  him  from  executing.  A  naval  force,  sir,  is  indispensable,  if  it  is 
the  determination  of  government  and  the  society  to  continue  the  establishment.  The  colonists  and 
liberated  Africans  cannot  be  considered  safe  without  it,  and  there  is  no  protection  for  any  vessel  which 
may  arrive  there  with  either  emigrants  or  freight. 

With  some  of  the  lumber  which  was  sent  out  by  government  a  large  house  has  been  erected,  intended 
as  a  receptacle  for  the  Africans  expected  there  from  Georgia,  where  they  can  be  made  comfortable  until 
they  clear  away  lands  and  build  houses  for  themselves;  provision  should  be  made  for  their  support  for 
twelve  mouths,  after  which  they  can  maintain  themselves. 
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List  of  deaths  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  December  2,  1825. 


Names. 


Date  of  death. 


Cause  of  death. 


Place  of  death. 


CAPTAIN. 

Robert  T.  Speuce... 


LIEUTENANTS. 

Raymond  H.  Perry 

James  M'Gowan 

William  Lowe 

T.  S.  Browne 


SURGEONS  AND  MATES. 

Robert  S.  Kearney 

William  D.  Babbitt 

John  Fitzhugh 

Samuel  Biddle 

De  Witt  Birch 


PURSERS. 

R.  C.  Ludlow 

A.  Y.  Humphreys 


N.  Andrews. 


MIDSHIPMEN. 

Samuel  Renshaw 

Edward  S.  Lewis 

J.  Hansford 

P.  M.  Hail 

Henry  Skinner 


SAILINGMASTERS. 

Daniel  Jones , 

Joseph  Lindsay 

Lewis  B.  Page 


NAV-Y  AGENT. 

John  Randall 


LIEUTENANTS  OF  MARINES. 

S.  J.  Coejemau 

William  T.  Bourne 


September  26,  1826. 


fever. 


March         12,  1826. 

February    19,  1826. 

May  2,  1826. 

September   6,  1826. 


Steamboat  accident. 


June  7,   1826. 

May  24,   1826. 

July  6,   1826. 

February  14,   1826. 

May  1,  1826. 


Consumption..  . 

Small-pox 

Effects  of  fever 

Fever  

Typhus  fever  . . 


May  15,   1826. 

February      6,  18.id. 


Pulmonary  disease. 


October      11,  1826. 

July  25,  1826. 

September  10,  1826. 

June  4,  1826. 

March         31,  1826. 


Rupt.  of  blood  vessel 


Peritonial    inflamma- 
tion   


May  21,   1826. 

May  19,   1826. 

Sep'temberie,  1826. 


June 


December  26,   1825. 
March  4,  1826. 


Typhus  fever 
In  a  duel.... 


Near  Baltimore. 


New  York. 
Fredonia,  Indiana. 
Baltimore. 
Austerlitz,  N.  Y. 


AVashington. 
Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Off  Baltimore. 
Thompson's  Island. 
Mediterranean. 


New  York. 
Callao. 


Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 

Boston. 
Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Norfolk. 

New  York. 
Marblehead. 
Gosport,  Va. 


Annapolis. 


Pacific. 
Norfolk. 


Names. 

David  Porter , 


List  of  resignations  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  December  2,  1825. 

CAPTAIN. 


Date  of  resignation. 

August        18,  185 


LIEUTENANTS. 

Francis  J.  Mitchell November  27,  1826. 

Zachariah  W.  Nixon March  21,  1826. 

David  H.  Porter July  26,  1826. 


SURGEONS    AND    MATES. 


Samuel  D.  Heap December    27,  1825 


Charles  B.  Hamilton April 

Charles  B.  Jaudon May 

Richard  Stevens May 

James  Norris  ,  i .  ^  i  ^ . , .  i  t . . .  i  i .  i  June 

CHAPLAIN. 

John  McCarty a April 

MIDSHIPMEN. 

Horatio  N.  Russell January 

Lucius  C.  Heylin January 

Francis  Mallory January 


12,  1826. 
4,  1826. 
11,  1826. 
20,  1826. 


21,  1826. 


14,  1826 

16,  1826 

17,  1826 
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Y.—Lisl  of  resignations — Continued. 

Names.  Date  of  resignation. 

James  A.  Hemphill January  24,  1826. 

C.  S.  VVhittington ' Fchrnaiy  11,  1826. 

Alfred  Cutler March  8,  1826. 

Alexander  Van  Dyke March  10,  1826. 

James  W.  Abbott March  23,  1826. 

John  M.  Doyle April               6,  1826. 

William  Leggett April  IT,  1826. 

Richard  S.  Clinton April  20,  1826. 

James  W.  Marshall May  19,  1826. 

Griffon  Tompkins May  22,  1826. 

William  B.  G.  Taylor June               9,  1826. 

Henry  A.  Chambers June  23,  1826. 

William  D.  B.  Trotter July  12,  1826. 

Dudley  Walker August  21,  1826. 

Alexander  Thompson August           8,  1826. 

Charles  E.  Hawkins Oct(.ber  17,  1826. 

James  S.  Cosby August  28,  1826. 

Henry  Etting ." November      7,  1826. 

SAILINGMASTKRS. 

Alexander  W.  Macomb May  19,  1826. 

Daniel  Dobbins June  5,  1826. 

Kichard  Dealy October  18,  1826. 

BOATSWAIN. 

C.  p.  Gideon,  acting June               3,  1826. 

GUNNERS. 

James  Bogman October  17,  1826. 

Thomas  Barry November      9,  1826. 

CAEPEXTERS. 

John  Justice July               6,  1826. 

William  E.  Sheffield October  17,  1826. 

SAIUIAKERS. 

William  Baldwin April  21,  1826. 

Nathan  S.  Angell May  3,  1826. 

LIEUTENANTS    OF    MARINES. 

Frederick  Thomas July  18,  1826. 

James  D.  Burnhain July  24,  1826. 


Copij  of  the  estimates  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1827. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  November  9,  1826. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  your  directions,  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  here- 
with— 

An  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1827,  marked  A. 

Statements  explanatory  thereof,  marked  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H. 

Exhibit  showing  the  disposition  and  force  of  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy,  built 
and  building,  marked  I,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
for  the  ensuing  year,  marked  K. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  6th  item  of  the  estimates  on  paper  A,  the  Commissioners  would 
respectfully  observe  that  the  security  and  preservation  of  the  public  property,  necessarily  of  great  amount, 
render  it  indispensably  necessary,  in  their  opinion,  that  the  navy  yards  should  be  enclosed  by  walls 
substantially  built  of  brick  or  stone.  Without  such  enclosures,  no  vigilance  of  the  sentinels,  however 
their  numbers  may  be  extended,  can  protect  the  property  from  depredators  and  incendiaries. 

The  large  amount  and  great  variety  of  stores  indispensably  necessary  to  be  kept  on  hand,  require 
that  buildings  should  be  erected  to  protect  them  against  pilferers,  and  from  destruction  by  fire,  &c.,  &c. 

The  buildings  for  officers'  quarters  are  required  for  the  accommodation  of  those  attached  to  the 
yards,  in  order  that  they  may  be  conveniently  situated  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them,  and  by 
their  presence  add  to  the  security  of  the  public  property,  and,  at  all  times,  contribute  to  the  prompt 
suppression  of  any  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  numerous  persons  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment. In  the  opinion  of  the  board  it  would  be  true  economy  to  erect  suitable  buildings  for  this  object,  at 
each  yard  not  already  provided  with  them.  The  annual  allowances  made  to  officers  for  house  rent,  &c., 
would,  in  a  short  time,  repay  the  cost  of  their  construction. 

The  receiving  and  shipping  stores,  and  the  dispatch  and  economy  so  all-important  in  fitting  out  our 
vessels,  make  the  wharves  estimated  for  highly  necessary. 

The  judicious  selection  of  sites  for  the  erection  of  buildings  necessary  for  the  yards,  and  for  building 
and  repairing  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  requires,  that  certain  parts  of  the  respective  yards  should 
be  leveled  and  filled  up. 

The  covering  the  roofs  of  the  ship  houses  with  slate,  copper,  or  tin,  is  not  only  to  protect  them  from 
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accident  by  fire,  and  prevent  loss  or  injury  to  the  ships  within  them,  but  the  immense  loss  of  other 
property  also  within  the  yard.  So  extensive  a  tire  as  one  or  more  of  those  large  buildings  would  make 
can  readily  be  conceived  as  carrying  destruction  to  all  within  its  influence.  It  is  presumed  that  views  of 
economy,  or  a  disposition  to  lessen  the  expense  as  much  as  possible,  led  to  the  practice  of  covering  the 
roofs  of  those  buildings  with  shingles.  Inventions  were  afterwards  made  of  reservoirs,  spouts,  forcing 
pumps,  &c.,  &c.,  to  give  protection  to  therools  against  that  destructive  element,  fire,  but  without  success, 
and  the  Commissioners,  under  a  sense  of  official  duty,  earnestly  recommend  the  appropriation. 

A  very  serious  alarm  was  experienced  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  at  the  Boston  yard.  Captain  Crane, 
under  date  of  the  1st  June,  writes  to  the  Commissioners,  "that  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  them 
with  a  very  alarming  circumstance  that  yesterday  threatened  ship  house  No.  1,  ships  Virginia,  Indepen- 
dence, Columbus,  and  Java,  besides  endangering  the  public  storehouses  and  other  buildings." 

"A  fire  broke  out  about  4  P.  M.  in  the  upper  part  of  Main  street,  Charlestown,  the  wind  fresh  to  the 
northward  and  westward;  our  engines,  &c.,  were  immediately  got  in  readiness;  burning  shingles  were 
shortly  driven  into  the  yard  and  on  board  the  ships:  owing  to  the  great  drought,  a  small  brand  commu- 
nicated to  the  roof  of  ship  house  No.  1,  and  it  blazed;  to  the  precautions  taken,  and  to  the  activity  of 
our  own  people,  I  attribute  the  safety  of  a  vast  amount  of  public  property;  the  tide  had  just  begun  to 
make,  and  the  water  in  the  wells  was  low;  had  it  occurred  in  the  night,  I  fear  the  consequences  would 
have  proved  serious;  our  engines  are  incapable  of  throwing  water  on  the  roofs  of  the  sliip  houses." 

The  preceding  extract  will  serve  to  show  the  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  fire  within  the 
yard,  when  so  great  an  amount  of  property  was  jeopardized  from  one  originating  without  the  limits  of 
the  yard,  and  would  seem  to  warn  us  to  use  every  precaution  against  so  destructive  an  enemy.  Had  the 
occurrence  stated  by  Capt.  Crane  taken  place  in  the  night,  property  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars  would  probably  have  been  destroyed  within  the  yard;  whereas,  had  the  roof  of  the  ship 
house  been  of  incombustible  materials,  no  loss  could  have  resulted  from  the  occurrence. 

The  land  recommended  to  be  purchased  for  the  extension  of  the  Norfolk  yard  would  be  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  government,  as  well  as  to  that  yard;  and  as  it  is  contemplated  to  secure  it  by  a  per- 
manent enclosure,  it  would  be  desirable  that  provision  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  should  be  made, 
previous  to  putting  up  the  wall;  if  afterwards  purchased,  it  would  cost  an  extra  expense,  probably 
equivalent  to  the  cost  of  the  land. 

Tlie  Pensacola  Navy  yard  being  a  new  establishment,  where  accommodations  of  every  description 
are  required,  the  estimates  must  necessarily  be  considerable,  and  may  appear  high;  but  the  amount  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  indispensable  to  make  the  improvements  necessary  to  render  it  a 
useful  establishment. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  navy  yard  improvements,  the  board,  with  great  deference,  respectfully 
suggest  the  expediency  of  again  urging,  in  the  strongest  manner  upon  Congress,  to  make  provision  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  a  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  composed  of  three  naval  oflScers  and  two  civil 
engineers,  to  examine  the  difterent  yards,  and  fix  upon  the  plan  best  adapted  to  the  arrangement  of  all 
the  docks,  building  ships,  and  other  establishments  proper  to  be  erected  within  them;  which  plans,  when 
once  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  rigidly  adhered  to  in  all  future  improve- 
ments, unless  deviations  therefrom  should  be  specially  authorized  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  navy,  during  the  year  1827,  three  millions  and  fourteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  in  addition  to  any  balances  which  may  remain 
unexpended  on  the  1st  January,  1827. 

1.  Pay,  subsistence,   and  established  allowances  for  all  officers,  seamen,  and  others,  belonging  to  the 
navy,  and  for  all  persons  attached  to  the  civil  establishment  of  the  yards $1,343,348  00 

2.  For  provisions 579,148  54 

3.  For  the  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission           450 , 000  00 

4.  For  medicines,   surgical  instruments,  hospital    stores,   and   all    other  expenses    on 

account  of  the  sick 50 ,  000  00 

5.  Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 35,000  00 

6.  For  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards 332,306  38 

7.  For  defraying  the  expenses  which  may  accrue  during  the  year  1827,  for  the  following- 
purposes :  for  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description; 
for  wharfage  and  dockage;  for  storage  and  rent;  for  traveling  expenses  of  officers, 
and  transportation  of  seamen;  for  house  rent  or  chamber  money,  and  for  fuel  and 
candles,  to  officers,  other  than  those  attached  to  navy  yards  and  shore  stations;  for 
commissions,  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery  and  fuel  to  Navy  agents;  for  premiums 
and  incidental  expenses  of  recruiting;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for  compensation 
to  judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  persons  attending  courts-martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  and  to  officers  engaged  on  extra  service  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
stations;  for  printing  and  for  stationery  of  every  description;  for  books,  charts, 
nautical  and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and  drawings;  for 
purchase  and  repairs  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  for  machinery;  for  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every 
description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture 
of  vessels  in  commission;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property;  for  assistance 
rendered  to  public  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  appli- 
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cable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forg-es,  foundries,  steam 
engines;  and  for  candles,  oil  and  fuel,  for  vessels  in  commission,  and  in  ordinary, 

and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever $220 ,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  in  the  year  1827,  and  not  hereinbefore 

enumerated '. 5,000  00 


$3,014,802 


B. 


Estimate  of  the  2^o.\j  and  subsistence  of  all  persons  of  the  navy,  attached  to  vessels  in  commission. 


Number  of  each  class 


Captains    

Masters  commandant .  .  .  , 
Lieutenants  commandant . 

Lieutenants 

Masters  

Pursers 

Surgeons  

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains , 

Midshipmen 

Secretaries   

Schoolmasters , 

Clerks   

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 

Boatswains'  mates , 

Gunners'  mates , 

Carpenters'  mates , 

Sailmakers'  mates , 

Quartermasters , 

Quartergunners , 

Yeomen , 

Captains'  stewards 

Cooks'  stewards 

Coopers 

Armorers 

Armorers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Ships'  corporals 

Cooks  

Cooks'  mates 

Master  of  the  band 

Musicians,  1st  class  .... 

Musicians,  2d  class 

Seamen    

Ordinary  seamen , 

Boys 


Pay  and  subsistence  for  six  months,  for 
returning  from  the  Mediterranean... 

Pay  and  subsistence  for  four  months,  for 
returning  from  the  PaciKc 


Total . 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

280 

260 

40 


Frigates. 


First 

class. 


Second 
clas 


3 
12 

9 
450 
510 
45 


4 
240 
260 


Sloops. 


First 
class. 


480 
400 


Second 
class. 


11 
3 

17 
18 
21 
17 
28 

6 
237 

1 
14 
21 
17 
21 
17 
17 
51 
24 
29 

7 
118 
169 
56 
21 
21 
17 
17 

4 

17 
15 
21 

1 

6 

24 

18 

1,656 

1,590 

232 


4,648 


Amount  of 

pay  and 
subsistence. 


$17,630  00 

11,935  00 

4,068  75 

51,012  50 

10,282  50 

11,996  25 

11,751  25 

12,635  00 

3,427  50 

54,036  00 

1,000  00 

5,477  50 

6,300  00 

5,631  25 

6,956  25 

5,631  25 

5,631  25 

11,628  00 

5,472  00 

6,612  00 

1,596  00 

25,428  00 

36,504  00 

12,096  00 

4,536  00 

4,536  00 

8,672  00 

3,672  00 

720  00 

3,672  00 

2,520  00 

4,536  00 

144  00 

1,296  00 

3,456  00 

2,160  00 

238,464  00 

190,800  00 

16,704  00 


$805,686  25 
132,040  25 


30,817  50 


$968,544  00 
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Statement  of  the  pay  and  i-ations,  and  all  other  allowances  of  officers  and  others,  at  the  navy  yards  and  hospitals 

PORTSMOUTH,    N.  H. 


1 

§ 

a 

1 

1 
1 

1 

0 

1  = 

0 

1 

i 
1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  anuum. 

Yard. 

*inn 

16 
5 
3 

2 

2 

1 
2 

? 

1 

1 
1 

'$300 

"200 
200 
200 

65 

.so 

3 

$3,466  15 

1       "    fiO 

40  !       20 

2  1 

2,010  75 

1 

4 

6 

40 
40 
50 
40 
19 
20 
20 
19 
18 

12 
10 

20 
20 
20 
20 

20 
12 
20 
12 

1,081  00 

1,141   75 

1,309  75 

1,141   75 

638  50 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 

1 

651   75 

651   75 

319  25 

307   25 

Ordinary. 

$12,720  25 

$941  00 
1   267  50 

• 

Civil  department. 

$2,208  50 

$1,700  00 
250  00 

600  00 

2,000  00 

240  00 

Porter              

25 

300  00 

$5,090  00 

Whole  amount 

$20,018  75 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant 

Lieutenant 

Master  

Master  

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser   

Chaplain 

Midshipman 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Carpenter's    mate,    qualified    as 

caulker 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Carpenter 

Carpenter's  mate 

Boatswain's  mate 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 


$100 
60 
40 
40 
40 
50 
30 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 

19 

18 


6 
5 
3 

65 
40 
20 
20 

30 
20 
20 
12 

3 

2 

1 



2 
2 
2 
9 

■$145 
200 
250 

20 
16 
20 

20 
14 

1 
..... 

. 

1 

2 
2 

1 

90 

12 

12 

' 

1 
1 

1 

S 

9 

9 

1 

1 

1 



1 

$3,466  75 

1,710 

75 

1,080 

00 

941 

75 

662 

50 

1,109 

75 

950 

75 

1,141 

75 

912 

50 

1,277 

00 

741 

75 

651 

75 

319 

25 

307 

25 

$15,274 

50 



— 

$753 

75 

662 

50 

422 

50 

319 

25 

319 

25 

2,823 

00 

5,070 

00 

$10,370 

25 

'     = 

= 
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C. — Statement  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

3 

■5 
o 

1 
>-. 

P^ 

1 

o    - 

i 

K     5 

3 
o 

§  £ 

1^ 

1 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Hoqntal. 

1 
1 
1 

$50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

2 
2 

1 

1 
1 
1 

$200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

$1,309  75 
950  15 
307  95 

Surgeon's  mate 



2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

422  50 

Washers 

Cook    

235  25 



Civil  department. 

Stnrftppnei-                           

$3,600  00 

$1,700~00 
450  00 

nifrt  tfi  stiiri^lcppnpi- 



900  00 

Clerk  to  commandant 

30 

360  00 

2  300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber   . 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

$8,080  00 

$37,324  75 

NEW    YORK. 


Yard. 

Captain 

Master  comniandant 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser    

Chaplain 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Carpenter's    mate,    qualified 

caulker 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Carpenter  ,  , 

Carpenter's  mate 

Boatswain's  mate 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Hospital. 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 


1 

$100 

1 

00 

1 

40 

1 

40 

1 

50 

1 

30 

1 

40 

1 

40 

4 

19 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1 

19 

1 

18 

1 

40 

1 

40 

1 

20 

1 

19 

1 

19 

12 

12 

« 

10 

1 

50 

1 

30 

1 

18 

2 

10 

2 

8 

1 

12 

16 
5 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
9 

$300 
200 
200 
200 
145 
200 
250 

05 
40 
20 
20 
20 
16 
20 

30 

20 
20 
12 
20 
14 
12 

3 

2 
1 
1 
1 
..... 

i 

1 

2 
1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 

1 

1 

S 

Q 

9, 

1 



1 

1 

1 



2 
2 
1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

$3,466  75 

2,010 

75 

1,281 

00 

1,141 

75 

1,309  75 

950 

75 

1,141 

75 

912  50 

1,277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

319  25 

307 

25 

$15,602 

00 

$753 

75 

662 

50 

422 

50 

319 

25 

319 

25 

2,823 

00 

5,070  00 

$10,370  25 

$1,309 

75 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235 

25 

$3,600 

00 

= 

= 
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C. — Statement  of  ijay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

^2, 

§ 

s 

■n 
1 

•1 

't 

C      C 
O      C 

o 

1 

li 

1^ 

i 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Civil  ch'partment. 

$1,100  00 

4.50  00 

900  00 

"$30 

150  00 

360  00 

2,000  00 

Clerk  to  naval  constructor 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 



420  00 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

^^^^^^ 

$7,180  00 

$31,352  25 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Yard. 

4 
6 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

$100 
60 
40 
40 
50 
40 
20 
20 

19 

18 

12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

16 

5 
3 

2 
2 
2 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 

$600 
300 
200 
200 
200 
200 
90 
90 

65 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
12 
12 

30 
20 
20 
12 
20 
12 
9 
9 

3 

2 

1 
1 
1 

1 

Lieutenant 

Master 

1 

1 

Carpenter's   mate,    qualified   as 

Ordinary. 

Hospital 

200 
145 

20 
16 

?s 

1 

1 

Steward 

Nurses 

Cook 

Civil  department. 

Naval  constructor 

Master  joiner,    and  foreman  of 

25 

Inspector  and  nieas.  of  timber.  . 
Porter 

25 

1 

$4 

,066 

15 

010 

15 

1 

,281 

00 

1 

,141 

15 

1 

,309  15 

1 

,141 

15 

141 

15 

141 

15 

319 

25 

301 

25 

$13 

,061 

15 

S941 

00 

1 

,261 

50 

$2 

,208 

50 

$1 

,.309 

15 

950 

15 

301 

25 

422 

50 

314 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

,600 

00 

$1 

,200 

00 

300 

00 

600 

00 

600 

00 

2 

,300 

00 

1 

,200 

00 

300 

00 

100 

00 

300 

00 

$1 

,500 

00 

$26 

,310 

25 
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C. — Statement  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 

■n'ASHINGTO>f. 


53 
5? 

s 

Pi 

1 

It 

1  « 

i 

m  5 

h 

IS 

c  a. 
o 

-2 

i 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Yard. 

1 
6 
8 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

$100 
60 
40 
40 
40 
40 
50 
30 
40 
20 
20 

19 
18 

19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

16 
5 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

65 
40 
20 
20 

30 
20 
20 
12 

3 
2 
1 
1 



$3,466  T5 

1,(10  T5 

Lieutenant 

1,081  0) 
941  15 

Master  in  charge  of  ordnance  .  . 
Master  keeper  of  magazine 

662  50 

662  50 

$200 

145 

200 

90 

20 
16 
20 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 

1 

"l 
..... 

1,309  50 

Surg-eon's  mate 

950  lb 
1,141  75 

141  75 

Gunner  as  laboratory  officer  .  .  . 
Carpenter's   mate,    qualified    as 

422  50 

319  25 

307  25 

Ordiiiai'ij. 

$13,718  00 

$319  25 

1,411  50 

1,690  00 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Hospital 

$3,420  75 

$1,309  75 

950  75 

307  25 

N*^^'  - 

422  60 

Washers                          

374  50 

Cook 

235  25 

Civil  department. 
Storekeeper  

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
450  00 

Plovlr   nf  -vnrH 

900  00 

1,000  00 

40 

480  00 

2,300  00 
420  00 

Clerk  to  naval  constructor 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber.  . 
Master  chain  cable  and  caboose 

35 

900  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

782  50 

1,500  00 

1,200  00 

25 

300  00 

■'■  ^^'^      

$14,932  50 

$25,671  25 

1 

Yard. 

Captain    

Master  commandant 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Surgeon  


$100 
60 
40 
40 
50 

16 

5 
3 

2 
2 

$300 
200 
200 
200 

65 
40 
20 
20 
20 

30 
20 
20 
12 
20 

3 

2 

1 
1 
1 
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C. — Statement  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

.2 

1 

S  5 
1  § 

S 

'a 
o 

1. 

i 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

1 

1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
12 
24 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$30 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
19 
18 

40 
40 
20 
19 
19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 

12 

2 
2 
2 

1 
2 

2 

1 
1 

3 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

$145 

•200 

250 

16 

20 

14 

12 

"i 

1 

$950  75 

1,141   15 

912  50 

1,277  00 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
I 

741   75 

741  75 

Carpenter's  mate,  as  caulker. .  . 

319  25 

307  25 

Ordinary. 

$15,602  00 

$753  75 

662  50 

422  50 

Carpenter's  mate 

319  25 

Boatswain's  mate 

319  25 

2,823  00 

5  070  00 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Hoqrltal. 

$10,370  25 

$1,309  75 
950  75 

307  25 

422  50 

Washers 

374  50 

Cook    ■ 

235  25 

Civil  department.  . 

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 

450  00 

900  00 

Clerk  to  commandant 

750  00 

30 



360  00 

''  000  00 

35 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber.  . 

900  00 

4S0  00 

Porter 

25 

300  00 

$8,260  00 

$37,832  25 

Yard. 

Captain   

Master  commandant 

LieutMiant 

Master 

Purser 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain  

Gunner  

Carpenter's  mate,  as  caulker 
Steward 


$100 
60 
40 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
19 
18 


PENSACOLA. 


$600 
300 
200 
200 
200 

65 
40 
20 
20 
20 

30 
20 
20 
12 
12 

3 
2 
1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

$4 

066 

75 

010 

75 

281 

00 

141 

75 

141 

75 

277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

319 

25 

307 

25 

$13 

029 

00 

770 
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C. — Stalement  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

3 

S 

't 
.2 

p. 

li 

«  i 

3 
o 

la 

1 

6 

li 

°  i 

.1^ 

S 

1 

s 

Ordinary. 

4 
6 

1 

$12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

•      1 

1 

2 

2 

Hoqntal 

$200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

1 

btewar 

1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Wouliara 

Ciml  depaiiment. 

$3  per 

day. 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

25 
25 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

$941  00 

1,267 

50 

$2,208 

50 

$1,309 

75 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235  25 

$3,600 

00 

$1,700 

00 

250 

00 

900 

00 

939 

00 

2,000 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

$6,389  00 

$25,226  50 

Master 


$200 


Captain  . 
Surgeon 
Purser  .  . 


BALTIMORE    STATIOX. 
$300 

200 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

50 

2 

1 

40 

2 

$3,036  75 

1,309  75 

662  50 

$5,009  00 

CHARLESTON,    S.   C,    STATION. 


1 
1 

1 

$100 
50 
40 

8 
2 
2 

$300 
200 

65 
20 

30 
20 

3 

1 

$3,036  75 
1,309  75 

662  50 

$5,009  00 

Recapitulation. 


Yard,  naval. 

Y''ard,  ordinary. 

Yard,  civil. 

Hospital. 

Total  amount. 

Portsmouth,  N.  II 

$12,720  25 
15,274  50 
15,602  00 
13,061   75 
13,718  00 
15,602  00 
13,029  00 
1,141  75 

$2,208  50 
10,370  25 
10,370  25 
2,208  50 
3,420  75 
10,370  25 
2,208  50 

$5,090  00 
8,080  00 
7,780  00 
7,500  00 

14,932  50 
8,260  00 
6,389  00 

$20,018  75 

Boston 

$3,600  00 
3,600  00 
3,600  00 
3,600  00 
3,600  00 
3,600  00 

37,324  75 

New  York 

37,352  25 
26,370  25 
35,671  25 

Norfolk 

37,832  25 

25,226  50 

Sacketts 

1,141  75 

$100,149  25 

$41,157  00 

$58,031  50 

$21,600  00 

$220,937  75 

$5,009  00 
5,009  00 

$5,009  00 
5,009  00 

$10,018  00 

$10,018  00 
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statement  of  the  number,  pay,  Sc,  of  officers,  &c.,  required  for  five  receiving  vesseh,  for  the  year  1821, 
explanatory  of  part  of  the  first  item  of  appropriation. 


Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants 

Pursers 

Masters 

Surgeons'  mates  . . . . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates  .  . 
Carpenters'  mates .  .  . 

Stewards 

Cooks  

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen. .  . . 
Boys 


$4,340  00 
8,612  50 
1,713  75 
1,713  75 
1,353  75 
2,964  00 
1,140  00 
912  00 
1,080  00 
1,080  00 
1,440  00 
2,880  00 
1,152  00 


$30,381  75 


Statement  of  the  pay,  &c.,  of  officers  attached  to  recruiting  stations,  together  ivith  one  captain,  as  ordnance 
officer,  explanatory  of  jjart  of  the  first  item  of  appropriation. 


1 

o 

.i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Amount. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
5 
5 
4 

1 

$5,881   25 
3,768  75 

Midshipmen 

1,596  25 

3,130  00 

542  50 

20 

$14,918  75 

ORDNANCE  DUTY. 

1 

$1,930  00 

Exhibit  of  the  officers,  &c.,  awaiting  orders  and  07i  furlough,  explanatory  of  part  of  the  first  item  of  appro- 
priation. 


^ 

w 

. 

. 

S"H 

c 

c 

1^ 

§ 

£ 

^ 

^  5J 

Amount. 

& 

|S 

'^ 

1 

p., 

I 

9 

«? 

4 

20 

116 

$88,966  25 
7  651  50 

2 

15 

2 

1 

20 

9 

2 

98 

2 

4 

21 

136 

$96,617   75 

Recapitulation,  showing  the  sums  composing  the  first  item  of  appropriation. 

Pa}',  &c.,   in  commission 

Pay,  &c.,  in  yards 

Pay,  &c.,  in  stations 

Pay,  &c.,  in  receiving  vessels 

Pay,  &c.,  in  recruiting  stations 

Paj',  &c.,  in  ordnance  duty 

Pay,  &c.,  in  awaiting  orders 


$968,544  00 

220,937  75 

10,018  00 

30.381  75 

14,918  75 

1,930  00 

96.617  75 

$1,343,348  00 
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G. 
Estimate  of  provisions  required  for  the  navy  for  the  year  1827. 

For  vessels  in  commission  during  tlie  wliole  year 4,648 

For  marines  for  ditto 666 

For  receiving  vessels 108 

5,422  persons. 

At  one  ration  per  day,  makes 1,979,030  rations. 

Estimated  at  25  cents,  is $494,757  60 

Add  one  ship  of  the  line,  one  frigate,  iirst  class,  two  sloops,  for  six  months,  1,475  persons.        67,296  87^ 
Also  one  frigate,  first  class,  one  sloop,  second  class,  for  four  months,  562  persons 17,094  16§ 

Amount 579,148  54 


H. 

Estimates  for  the  improvements  and  rejMirs  of  navy  yards,  explanatory  of  the  sixth  item  of  appropriation. 

PORTSMOUTH,    N.    H^ 

For  accommodations  for  officers,  blacksmith  shop,  covering  roofs  of  ship  houses  with  two- 
thirds  slate  and  one-third  copper,  leveling  and  repairing $17,412  55 

BOSTOK. 

For  completing  the  yard  wall,  launching  ways  for  74  and  frigate,  causeway  to  connect 
blacksmith  shop  with  ship  house,  warrant  officers'  quarters,  repairs  of  wharves  and 
buildings,  covering  the  roofs  of  ship  houses  with  one-third  copper  and  two-thirds  slate, 
leveling  the  yard 50,657  70 

NEW    YORK. 

For  commencement  of  wall,  completing  mast  and  boat  houses,  making  now  front  to  wharves, 
stone  work,  repairs  of  buildings,  covering  roof  of  ship  houses  one-third  copper  and  two- 
thirds  slate,  leveling  and  filling  yard 55,160  28 

PHILADELPHIA. 

For  building  storehouses,  building  mast  'houses,  completing  wharf,  covering  roof  of  ship 
houses  with  tin,  repairs  of  buildings,  &c.,  conveying  water  to  the  yard,  and  privilege 
of  using  the  same • 60,635  22 

"WASHIXGTON. 

For  warrant  officers'  houses,  tinning  ship  house,  repairs  and  filling  in  wharves 16,561  04 

NORFOLK. 

For  extension  of  yard  wall,  officers'  quarters,  mast  house,  timber  sheds,  boat  houses,  facing 

wharves  with  stone,  covering  roofs  of  ship  houses  one-third  copper  two- thirds  slate. .. .        82,004  09 

PEXSACOLA. 

For  officers'  quarters,  storehouses,  work  shops,  wharves 49,875  50 

$332,306  88 


Exhibit  showing  the  disposition  and  force  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  of  the  vessels  building 
under  the  laws  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and  for  building  ten  slou2)s-(f-2car. 

Independence,   74 Boston In  ordinary. 

Franklin,  74 New  York In  ordinary. 

Washington,  74 New  York In  ordinary. 

Columbus,   74 Boston In  ordinary. 

Delaware,  74 Norfolk   In  ordinary. 

North  Carolina,  74 Mediterranean In  service. 

Ohio,  74 New  York In  ordinary. 

Chippewa,  74 Sackett's  Harbor  )  ^    , 

New  Orleans,  74 Sackett's    Harbor  j    ^''*'^^  ^ 

United  States,  44 Pacific In  service. 

Constitution,  44 Mediterranean In  service.^ 

Guerriere,  44 Norfolk Repairing. 
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Java,  44 Boston Repairing. 

Potomac,  44 AVasliiiig-tou In  ordinary. 

Brandywine,  44 Pacific    In  service. 

Congress,  36 Wasliingtcni ^ Repairing. 

Constellation,  36 West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico In  service. 

Macedonian,  36 Coast  of  Brazil lu  service. 

Cyane,  24 Coast  of  Brazil In  service. 

John  Adams,  24 West  Indies,  &c In  service. 

Boston,  24 Coast  of  Brazil In  service. 

Vincennes,  24 Pacific In  service. 

Lexington,  24 West  Indies,  &c In  service. 

Ontario,  18 Mediterranean In  service. 

Erie,  18 Mediterranean In  service. 

PeaCock,  18 Pacific In  service. 

Hornet,  18 West  Indies In  service. 

Porpoise,   12 Mediterranean In  service. 

Dolphin,   12 Pacific In  service. 

Frigate  of  the  Ist  class,  lately  purchased,  and  in  ordinary  at  New  York. 

Grampus,  12 West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico In  service. 

Shark,  12 - .     West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico In  service. 

Fox,  3 Baltimore Receiving  vessel. 

Alert Norfolk Receiving  vessel. 

Sea  Gull Philadelphia Receiving  vessel. 

Fulton,  steam  frigate New  York .•  •  •  •  Receiving  vessel. 

BUILniXG. 

Ships  of  the  lin'. — Alabama,  at  Portsmouth;  Virginia  and  Vermont,  at  Boston;  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia;  and  New  York,  at  Norfolk. 

Frigates, first  class. — Santee,  at  Portsmouth;  Savannah  and  Sabine,  at  New  York;  Raritan,  at  Phila- 
delphia; Cumberland,  at  Boston;  Columbia,  at  Washington;  and  St.  Lawrence,  at  Norfolk. 

Sloops,  first  class. — Concord,  at  Portsmouth;  Warren  and  Falmouth,  at  Boston;  Fairfield,  atNew  York; 
Vandalia,  at  Philadelphia;  St.  Louis,  at  Washington;  and  Natchez,  at  Norfolk. 

Frames  for  three  frigates  of  the  first  class  contracted  for. 


K. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  required/or  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  for  the  year  1827. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board $10,500 

Secretary 2,000 

Clerks,  per  act  of  April  20,  1818 3,550 

Clerks  and  draftsman,  per  act  of  May  26,  1824 4,000 

Messenger  700 

Contingent  expenses 1,800 

$22,550 
Navy  Commissionees'  Office,  November  9,  1826. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  requiredfor  thesupport  of  the  officeof  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  1827. 

Salary  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  Congress  of  February  20,  1819 §6,000 

Compensation  to  the  clerks,  authorized  per  act  of  April  20,  1818 8,200 

Compensation  to  one  additional  clerk,  per  act  of  May  26,  1824 1,000 

Compensation  to  the  messenger  and  assistant  messenger 1,050 

Contingent  expenses 3,000 

$19,250 

Submitted. 

Additional  compensation  to  the  clerk  whoso  salary  is  now   $800,    which  is   proposed  to  be 

increased  to  $1,000  per  annum  . .  . . » 200 

Compensation  to  one  additional  clerk, 1,000 

$20,450 


The  necessity  for  the  two  last  items  was  fully  explained  in  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  21st  January,  1826. 

Note. — Of  the  sum  estimated  for  contingent  expenses,  $2,000  will  be  required  for  the  current  expenses 
of  1827,  the  other  $1,000  for  arrearages  of  and  prior  to  1826,  to  repay  the  amount  heretofore  expended 
for  extra  clerk  hire  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  for  similar  expenses  during-  the  ensuing  session. 
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Edimate  of  the  sum  required  for  the  improve^nent  and  repairs  of  the  two  Executive  buildings  west  of  the 
President's  house,  occupied  by  the  War  and  Namj  Departments,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  granted,  sub- 
mitted by  the  Superintendent. 

For  repairing  tlie  wells  and  pumps,  which  are  considerably  out  of  order $120 

For  painting  the  passages,  outside  walls,  and  window  frames, 500 

For  planting  trees  and  making  pavement ^ 200 


Z. 

Estimate  for  the  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1827. 

Head-Quaeters  of  the  Marine  Cobps,  Washington,  Novemhr  13,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  the  estimates  for  the  marine  corps  for  the  year 
1827,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  quartermaster,  explanatory  of  them. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARCH'D  HENDERSON,  Lieut.   Colonel  Commandant. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Estimate  of  pay  for  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  and  subsistence  for  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1827. 

Head-Quarters  of  Marines,  Paymaster's  Office,  Washington,  November  13,  1826. 

PAY. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  at  |75  per  month $900 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  at  $60  per  month 720 

One  paymaster,  at  $50  per  month 600 

One  quartermaster,  at  $60  per  month <wO 

Seven  captains,  at  $40  per  month d,3b0 

Twenty-three  first  lieutenants,  at  $30  per  month 8,280 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  at  $25  per  month 4,800 

One  surgeon,  at  $50  per  month 600 

One  surgeon's  mate,  at  $40  per  month 480 

One  sergeant  major,  at  $10  per  month 120 

One  quartermaster  sergeant,  at  $10  per  month 120 

One  drum  major,  at  $9  per  month 108 

One  fife  major,  at  $9  per  month 108 

Seventy-one  sergeants,  at  $9  per  month 7,668 

Seventy-three  corporals,  at  $8  per  month i,008 

Twenty  drummers,  at  $7  per  month 1,680 

Twenty  fifers,  at  $7  per  month c!'*'*^*^ 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  at  $6  per  month 54,000 

Extra  pay  to  adjutant  and  inspector,  at  $30  per  month 360 

■ $9o,olia 

SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  six  rations  per  day,  and  six  as  commandant,  twelve  rations  per  day,  is 

4,380,  at  20  cents  each f §''6 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  five  rations  per  day,  is  1,825,  at  20  cents 365 

One  paymaster,  four  rations  per  day,  is  1,460,  at  20  cents 292 

One  quartermaster,  four  rations  per  day,  is  1,460,  at  20  cents 292 

Seven  captains,  three  rations  per  day,  is  7,665,  at  20  cents 1,533 

Twenty-three  first  lioud'nants,  I'mir  rations  per  day,  is  33,580,  at  20  cents 6,716 

Sixteen  second  lieutcnaiits,  iIutc  rations  per  day,  is  17,520,  at  20  cents 3,504 

One  surgeon,  two  rations  pi'r  day,  is  720,  at  25  cents 180 

One  surgeon's  mate,  two  rations  per  day,  is  720,  at  20  cents 146 

^  13,904 

$107,216 
JOS.  L.  KUHN,  Paymaster  31.  C. 

Head-Quarters  Marine  Corps,  QuarlermoMer' s  Office,  Washington  City,  November  1,  1826. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  the  quartermaster's 
department  of  the  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1827. 

The  limits  defined  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for  the  marine  enclosure  in  the  Navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia,  n'lidcr  it  iicrossai'v,  in  <<idrv  to  properly  locate  tli(>  officers' quarters,  (for  which  an  apropria- 

tion  was  made  last  y.'ar.j  that  lUr  iMn'a.ks  ,M-,n|.ioil  l.v  llio  iiioii  slioul.l  I...  iv v.mI,  aiul  as  tli.'.v  are  old, 

anil  the  .'xpeusc  of  Vr|KMnn-  llioiii  woul.l  !.<■  ,-onsi.l,Tal.lo,  it  was  .loom,.!  inlvisal.l,'  to  sns|H'iHl  the  build- 
ing of  the  ollicers'  quarters  until  the  addili.mal  sum  of  §11,UUU,  in  the  present  esliuiate,  could  be  obtained 
for  the  erection  of  new  barracks  for  the  men. 
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ExplaiialDiy  of  the  necessity  of  the  appropriation  for  barracks  at  New  York,  I  enclose  herewith  a 
ccrtilicatc,  lorwarded  to  this  office  by  Lieutenant  Col.  R.  Smith,  showing  the  present  barracks  to  be 
untcnantalilo  and  unworthy  of  repair. 

I  wiiiild  further  state  that  from  personal  inspection  I  agree  in  opinion  with  the  signers  of  the  certificate. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  WEED,  Quartermasler  Marine  Coiys. 
To  Col.  A.  Henderson,  Commandant  Marine  Corps. 

Marine  Barracks,  Brooliyn,  N.  Y.,  October  12,   1826. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  we  have  taken  a  survey  of  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  troops 
under  your  command,  and  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

Tliat,  on  examination  of  the  left  wing  of  the  barracks,  we  find  that  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the 
roof  and  the  rottenness  of  the  timbers  render  it  entirely  unfit  to  be  occupied.  The  condition  of  the 
roof  is  such,  tliat,  in  bad  or  wet  weather,  the  rain  is  admitted  in  many  parts;  and  we  find,  on  inspection 
this  day,  that  tiie  floor  of  a  room  occupied  by  one  of  the  officers  is  completely  overflowed  by  water, 
admitted  through  the  roof. 

That  tlie  rooms  occupied  by  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are  not  in  a  lit  state  to  live 
in;  they  all  leak,  and  it  is  our  opinion,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  attempt  a  repair  of  the  roof,  from  the 
rottoniioss  of  the  rafters:  besides  a  repair  might  be  attended  with  more  expense  than  the  buildings  are 
worth. 

Tliat  one  of  the  barrack  rooms  is  occupied  as  a  hospital,  and  is  entirely  unfit  for  the  accommodation 
or  comfort  of  the  sick. 

That  the  room  occupied  as  the  commanding  officer's  office  is  in  a  very  leaky  condition,  and  it  appears 
impossible  for  the  clerk  to  keep  the  books  and  papers  in  a  proper  state  of  preservation. 

That  the  guard  room  is  very  bad,  and  the  cells  above  it  so  entirely  insecure,  that  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  prisoners  is  rendered  doubtful,  even  with  the  most  constant  vigilance. 

That  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  commanding  officer,  in  wet  weather  are  entirely  untenantable. 

That,  in  fact,  the  money  it  would  require  to  put  the  barracks  in  good  repair  would  be  more  than  the 
buildings  in  their  present  condition  are  worth. 

That  the  building  occupied  as  a  store,  for  arms,  accoutrements  and  clothing,  is  a  mere  shell,  and 
admits  the  rain  in  almost  every  part;  in  consequence,  the  articles  receive  much  injury  from  such  exposure. 
We  are,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

BENJ.  MACOMBER,  Lieutenant  of  Marines. 
G.  F.  LINDSAY,  Lieutenant  of  Marines. 
JOHN  F.  WALTON,  Master  Joiner,  Navy  Yard. 

Colonel  Richard  Smith,  Commanding  Mariyies,  New  York. 

Estimate  for  expeiuUtures  in  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  United  Slates  marine  corpis,  for   the 

year  1821. 

subsistence. 
For  29T  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates  and  washerwomen,  serving  on  shore,  at  one  ration 
per  day  each,  is  108,405  rations,  at  12  cents  per  ration,  is $13,008  60 

CLOTHING. 

For  938  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  at  30  dollars  each.   $28,140  00 
For  100  watch  coats,  at  $6.25  each 625  00 


28,T65  00 


fuel. 
For  the  officers,  non-commissionnd  officers,  musicians,  privates  and  washerwomen,  and   fin- 
the  public  offices  and  armory 

CONTINGENCIES. 

For  traveling  expenses  for  officers,  and  transportation  of  men,  freight  of  stores  from  one 
station  to  another,  toll,  ferriage,  wharfage  and  cartage,  expenses  of  recruiting,  per 
diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for  officers  on 
extra  duty,  compensation  to  judge  advocates,  house  rent  and  chamber  money,  where 
there  are  no  quarters  assigned,  incidental  labor  in  the  quartermaster's  department, 
expenses  for  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine  corps,  printing  and 
stationery,  postage  on  public  letters,  forage,  expenses  of  pursuing  deserters,  keeping 
in  repair  the  barracks  at  the  diiferent  stations,  straw  for  the  men,  barrack  furniture, 
spades,  shovels,  axes,  picks  and  carpenters'  tools,  and  for  no  other  purpose  what- 
ever    $13,500  00 

For  sundry  expenses  arising  in  the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned    500  00 


For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  instruments  for  the  officers  and  marines  (on  shore) 

barracks. 

For  completing  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia $11, 000  00 

For  erecting  new  barracks  at  New  York 30 ,  000  00 


$108,241 


E.  J.  WEED,  Quartermaster  Marine  Corps. 
Head-Quarters  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaaters  Office,  Washington  City,  Nov.  14,  1826. 
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No.    320. 


[2d  Session. 


NAMES  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SEAMEN  OP  THE  KETCH  INTREPID,  IN  THE  ATTACK  ON 
THE  FRIGATE  PHILADELPHIA,  AT  TRIPOLI,  IN  1804. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  8,  1826. 

Navy  Department,  Decemher  6,  1826. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  20th  of  May  last,  "  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report,  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
the  number  and  names  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who  were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid,  on  the  sixteenth 
of  February,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  [1804]  in  the  attack  made  on  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
and  now  surviving,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained  in  his  Department;  and  that  he,  at  the  same 
time,  report  the  number  and  names  of  the  widows  of  such  of  said  officers  and  seamen  as  have  deceased; 
and  tliat  he  state  what  proportion  of  the  officers  and  seamen  on  board  of  the  navy  are  married,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  be  practicable,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  report:  That  there  were  on 
board  the  ketch  Intrepid,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1804,  (that  being  the  year  in  which  the  attack  on  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  was  made): 

Fourteen  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  twelve  petty  officers,  twenty-eight  able  seamen,  eight 
ordinary  seamen,  and  eight  marines:  the  names  of  all  of  whom  will  be  found  in  paper  marked  A. 

The  remarks  in  the  third  column  of  this  paper  are  not  on  the  original,  on  file,  but  are  added  by  the 
Fourth  Auditor,  from  information  furnished  by  his  office.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  the  name  of 
Salvador  Catalano  does  not  appear  in  this  list.  He  was  a  Sicilian,  specially  employed  as  a  pilot  for  this 
service,  and,  having  satisfactorily  performed  his  duty,  has  been  since  retained  in  the  public  employment, 
and  is  now  acting  as  sailing-master  at  the  Navy  yard  in  this  city. 

Paper  B  contains  the  names  of  those  officers  who  now  survive,  as  far  as  the  facts  are  known. 

Paper  C  contains  the  names  of  those  who  have  died,  together  with  such  information  as  the  Department 
has  been  able  to  procure  respecting  the  names  of  the  widows  of  such  as  were  married,  and  the  number 
of  children  left  by  each. 

Of  the  seamen  and  marines  on  board  the  Intrepid  at  the  time,  the  records  of  this  Department  furnish 
no  other  information  than  is  contained  in  paper  A.  They  were  selected  from  the  difi'erent  ships  composing 
the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and,  on  their  return  from  Tripoli,  were  restored  to  their  respective 
stations  in  those  ships,  and  have  since,  doubtless,  been  scattered  in  every  direction.  The  surviving 
officers,  who  then  commanded  them,  can  give  no  satisfactory  accounts  of  their  lives  or  deaths.  As  they 
were  a  select  crew,  in  the  vigor  of  life  at  that  period,  now  twenty-two  years  ago,  it  is  probable  that  very 
few,  if  any,  are  living.  Should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  for  their  benefit,  the  agent  appointed  to 
attend  to  its  distribution  will  be  able  to  discover  them,  by  means  of  advertisements  explaining  his  object, 
if  indeed  any  of  them  ai-e  still  living. 

In  the  paper  D  will  be  found  so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Department,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  as  is  supposed  necessary  to  show  the  nature  of  the  information  on  which  the  facts  are  stated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  May  29,  1826. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  enclosing  a  resolu" 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  original  list  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  volunteered  on  board  the  ketch 
Intrepid,  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  I  have  inserted,  in  the 
column  of  remarks,  the  only  additional  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  that  is  in  the  possession  of 
this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATKINS. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


List  of  officers  and  seamen  who  volunteered,  their  services 

for 

the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadet^Ma. 

Names. 

Stations. 

Remarks. 

Commander.. 

do              

Jonathan  Thorn 

do           

Dead 

Lewis  Heermann ... 

Thomas  McDonoufh 

Midshipman  . 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Dead-  left  children 

John  Rowe 

Ralph   Izard 

Alexander  Laws 



Now  Navy  Commissioner. 

John  Davis 

1826.] 
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Lid  of  officers  and  seamen — Continued. 


Remarks. 


Thomas  0.  Anderson. 

William  Wiley 

William  Hook 

George  Crawford . . . . 

George  Brown 

John  Newman 

Paul  Frazier 

James  Metcalf 

Nicholas  Brown 

Edward  Burk 

Edward  Kellen 

Samuel    Eiidicott 

James  Wilson 

John  Ford 

Richard    Doyles 

Peter   Mnnell 

Richard  Ormond 

Samuel  Jackson 

James  Pasgrove 

Joseph  Goodwin 

John  Boyles 

Augustus  C.  Fleur.  .  . 
Charles  Berryman.  .  . 

Daniel    Frazier 

William  Graham .... 

Reuben  James 

Robert  Love 

John  Williams 

Joseph  Fairfield 

George   Fudge 

James  Robinson 

Matthew   Yeates .... 

William  Ducket 

Andrew  Espey 

William  Tumbo 

Thomas  James 

Joseph  Numond 

George   Murray 

Robert  M' Knight 

William  Dixon 

Henry  Davenport .... 

Joseph  Parker 

Joseph  Bojd 

Dennis  O'Brian 

Jacob   Kurgen 

John  Burtson 

William  Rodgers 

Charles  Robinson 

William  Trippet 

John  Joseph 

Michael   Williams. . . . 


Marines. 

Solomon  Wren 

Duncan    Mansfield.  . 

Noble   James 

John  Quin 

Isaac  Camficld 

Reuben  O'Brian.  .. . 
William  Pepper. . . . 
John  Wolsfraudorf. 


Midshipman 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Ouartcrmaster  .  . . 
do 
do 
do 
Boatswain's  mate, 
do 

Seaman 

Master's  mate. .  . . 
Quartergunner  . . . 

do 

do 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

dr 

do     

do      

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

do 

do     

do     

do     

do     

do     

Ship's  steward. . . . 
Ordinary  seaman,  . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Sergeant . 
Corporal  . 
Private  . . 

do     . . 

do     .. 

d.)     . . 

do     .. 

do     .. 


The  within  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  list  of  the  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  that  assisted  in  destroying  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR,  Jr. 
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Lid  of  officers  on  board  the  letch  Intrepid,  on  the  IGth  of  Fcbrvartj,  1804,  in  the  attack  on  the  frigate  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  harbor  of  Ti-ipoli,  who  are  living  in  December,  1826. 

Lewis  Heermaiin,  surgeon;  Charles  Morris,  midshipmau;  Thomas  0.  Anderson;   all  married. 


List  of  officers  on  board  the  Irtch  Intrepid,  on  the  ICith  of  Febrvary,  1804,  in  the  attack  on  the  frigate  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  harbor  of  'Tripoli,  who  have  since  died,  with  the  names  of  Ulc  iridows  of  such  as  were 
married,  and  the  number  of  children  left  by  each. 


Name  of  olBcer. 


Rank. 


Name  of  widow. 


Number  of  children. 


Stephen  Decatur,  jr 
James  Lawrence.. 
Joseph  Baiiibridge. 
Jonathan  Thorn. .. 
Thomas  McDonougt 
Ralph  Izard* 

John   Rowe 

Alexander  Laws .  . . 


Lieut,  commanding 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Midshipman 

Midsiiipman 

Midshipman 

Midshipman 


Susan  Decatur 

Julia  M.  Lawrence 

None 

Never  married 

None 

Widow  alive;  name   not 

known 

Not  married  and  believed 

to  be  dead 

Not  known 


None. 

One  daughter. 

One  daughter. 

Five  (4  sons  and  Idaugliter.) 

Four  (1  son  and  8  daughters.) 

None. 


Na^"V'  Department,  May  26,  1826. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  original  list  of  officers  and  men  on  board  the  ketch 
Intrepid,  at  the  burning  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 

I  have  also  to  request  any  other  information  in  your  office  which  will  enable  me  to  answer  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Tobias  Watkins,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

Navy  Department,  May  26,  1826. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  furnish  certain  information  respecting  the  officers  and  men  who  were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid 
at  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 

Your  participation  in  that  brilliant  achievement,  and  consequent  acquaintance  with  the  persons  who 
were  engaged  in  it,  may  enable  you  to  communicate  facts  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department; 
and  I  therefore  have  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  furnish  any  information  that  may  be  useful  in  preparing 
an  answer  to  the  resolution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Charles  Morris,  Esq.,    Commissioner  of  the  Navy. 

Thomas  0.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Neivtoum,  N.  J. 

Dr.  Lewis  Heermann,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy,  Neiv  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  May  30,   1826. 
Sir:  By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  during  the  recent  session,  I  am  directed  to  conmiunicate  all 
the  information  I  can  obtain  respecting  the  families  of  those  persons  who  were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid 
at  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 

Among  the  officers  engaged  in  that  brilliant  achievement  was  Ralph  Izard,  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
who  served  as  a  midshipman.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  from  his  relatives, 
or  any  one  else,  the  name  of  his  widow,  and  the  names  and  number  of  his  children,  should  any  of  them 
still  survive. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Captain  John  D.  Henley,  Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  lUay  30,  1826. 
Sir:  Being  called  upon  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  communicate,  at  the  next  session,  certain 
information  respecting  the  families  of  those  persons  who  were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid  at  the 
destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  state  the  number  and  names 
of  the  orphan  children  of  the  late  Commodore  Thomas  McDonough,  who  was  a  midshipman  in  that  expe- 
dition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL   L.  SOUTHARD. 

Rev.  Edward  Rutledge,  Middletotvn,  Connecticut. 


Izard  was  rated  as  master's  mate  on  board  the  frigate  CoDstitution.] 
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WashIxVgton,  May  29,  182G. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  covering  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting  certain  information  relative  to  the  persons  who 
were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid,  at  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  others  engaged  in  that  enterprise  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor. 

What  number  of  the  seamen  and  marines  are  alive  at  this  time  I  liave  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but 
presume  tlicre  are  but  few,  some  years  having  elapsed  since  I  met  with  any  of  them;  nor  can  1  comnmui- 
cate  any  information  of  the  names  or  number  of  their  widows. 

The  commander,  then  Lieutenant  Decatur,  and  the  Lieutenants  Lawrence,  Bainbridge,  and  Thorn, 
are  all  dead.  The  surgeon.  Dr.  Heermann,  is  still  living.  Of  the  midshipmen,  Izard,  McDonovgh,  and 
Davis  are  deceased.  I  believe  Rowe  to  be  dead,  and  Laws  to  be  living,  but  am  not  certain.  Anderson 
and  myself  still  survive.     The  pilut  is  also  still  living. 

Commodore  Decatur  left  a  wiilnw;  Captain  Lawrence  a  widow  and  one  daughter;  Captain  Bainbridge 
an  orphan  daughter;  Captain  McDuii.nigli  left  several  orphan  children,  and  Lieutenant  Izard  a  widow,  and 
several  children  by  a  former  wife. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  South akd.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Charlestok,  S.  C,  June  13,  1826. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  under  date  of  the  30th  ultimo.     In 
reply  I  have  to  say,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain   correctly  the  number  of  children  left   by  Mr. 
Ralph  Izard,  and  tind,  by  information  received  from  Mr.  John  Middleton,  brother  to  Mr.  Izard's  tirst'wife, 
that  there  are  four  now  living.     Their  names  are  as  follows: 

Ann  Middleton  Izard,  Alice  Delancy  Izard,  Charlotte  Georgiana  Izard,  Ralph  Delancy  Izard. 
Mr.  Izard  afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  the  late  General  Charles  Cotes  worth  Finckney;  by  her 
he  had  no  children.     The  children  now  reside  in  Philadelphia,  with  their  grandmother,  Mrs.  Izard.     His 
widow  left  here  some  time  since  for  the  north. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  HENLEY. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

New  Orleans,  September  10,  1826. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  26th  May,  covering  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  information  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  on  board  the  ketch  Intrepid, 
at  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  &c.,  I  offer  a  mere  skeleton,  as  the  only  remains  of  the 
body  of  information  once  in  my  possession. 

The  lapse  of  two  and  twenty  years,  capable  of  weakening  more  durable  impressions  than  those 
generally  made  by  the  names  and  personal  identities  of  a  ship's  crew,  will  excuse,  I  trust,  the  very 
imperfect  and  perhaps  unsatisfactory  report  I  have  rendered.  As  a  possible  source,  however,  of  more 
extensive  information  on  the  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  the  Department,  Mr.  Boyd,*  wlio  is  a 
brother,  I  am  informed,  to  Joseph  Boyd,  then  the  purser's  steward  on  board.  Commodore  Morris,  also 
on  board,  and  a  midshipman,  at  the  time,  of  the  Constitution,  may  be  able  to  give  information  in  respect 
to  the  junior  officers  of  his  class,  and  of  circumstances  and  facts  not  known  to  me,  or  no  longer  within 
the  reach  of  my  recollection. 

The  reminiscences  connected  with  the  expedition,  in  detail,  I  believe  to  be  in  substance   correct  and 
true,  and  are  respectfully  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  further- 
ance of  any  information  that  might  be  useful,  and  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  high  consideration. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  HEERMANN. 

The  Hon.  S.ui'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington. 

Stratford,  Connecticut,  June  18,  1826. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  transmit  you  the  names  of  the  children  of  the  late  Captain 
Thomas  McDonough. 

J.  Edward  F.  McDonough,  aged  10  years;  Charles  Shaler  McDonough,  aged  8  years;  Augustus 
Rodney  McDonough,  aged  6  years;  Thomas  McDonough,  aged  4  years,  and  Charlotte  Rosella  McDonough, 
aged  1  year. 

Any  further  information  necessary,  I  shall  be  happy  to  communicate. 
With  very  great  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  RUTLEDGE,  Legal  Guardian  to  said  Orjihans. 
Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Soxjthard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

•  Auctioneer  at  Norfolk,  Va. 
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19th  Co.n'cress.] 


No.  321. 


[2d  Session. 


ON    CLAIM    OF  A  NAVY  PENSIONER   TO  A  PENSION    FROM    THE   NAVY  PENSION    FUND, 
FROM  DATE  OP  HIS  DISABILITY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  27,  1826. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Comniittee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  18th  December,  1826,  tlie 
petition  of  William  Thompson,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  was,  Ly  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  in  consequence  of  a  disability  incurred  from  wounds  while  he  was  engaged  on 
board  the  revenue  cutter  Louisiana;  that  by  the  construction  given  to  that  act  at  the  Navy  Department, 
the  pension  of  the  petitioner  is  construed  to  commence  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law  for  his 
relief.  He  now  prays  that  a  law  may  be  passed  granting  him  his  pension,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
his  disability.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  construction  which  has  been  put  on  the  act  of  the 
last  session  is  correct,  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  They 
therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

licxolhvd,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  322. 


[2d  Session. 


NAVAL    REGISTER    FOR    18  27. 

communicated    to    the    senate    .JANUARY    3,     182T. 

Navy  Department,  December  30,  1826. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty 
copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  year  1827,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1815. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullj',  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 


Naval  register  for  1827. 
OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  TUB  NAVY. 


Duty. 


Place  of  birth. 


Samuel  L.  Southard 

Charles  Hay 

John  Boyle 

Benjamin  Homans  . . 
Richard  B.  Maury.. 
William  Cottringer  . 
Thomas  Fillebrown,  j 

Thomas  Miller 

Nathan  Eaton 

Frederick  Lewis.... 


Secretary  

Chief  clerk   

Corresponding  cjerk 

Corresponding  clerk 

Register 

Warrant  clerk 

Recording  and  copying  clerk. 
Recording  and  copying  clerk. 


Jersey '     $6,000 


Mes 


igcr  . 


OFFICE  OF  THl 


William  Bainbridge,  president  . 

Charles  Morris 

Lewis  Warrington 

C.  W.  Goldsborough 

William  G.  Ridgely 

John  Green 

Joseph  P.  MCorklc   

James  Ilutton 

Robert  A.  Slye 

B.  S.  Randolph 

C.  Schwarz 

Benjamin  Q.  Bowon 


..     Assistant  messenger 

NAVY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Commissioner 

Commissioner 

Commissioner 

Secretary    

Chief  clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Draftsman 

Messenger 


Massachusetts. 

Pennsylvania. . 

Maine 

Virginia 

Massachusetts 
Maryland    


New  Jersey  . 
Connecticut  . 

Maryland  . . 
Maryland  .  . 
Maryland  . . 
Delaware  . .. 
Pennsylvania 
Miiryland    . . 

Germany  ... 
Maryland    .  . 
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! 
ft 

Leave  of  absence. 

Dolphin. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Pensacola.     Sick. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Not  on  duty. 

Furlough. 

Furlough. 

North  Carolina  74. 

Commanding  schooner  Porpoise. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Surveying. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Receiving  ship,  Baltimore. 

Cyane. 

Pensacola.     Sick. 

Macedonian. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Constitution. 

Leave  of  absence. 

John  Adams. 

Pacific  squadron. 

Brandywine. 

Navy  yard,  Charlcstown. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Waiting  orders. 

Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

p 

^ 

1 

£ 

1 

a 

Ii 

;, 

I 

3                  > 

1  •■ 

:j. 

Pennsylvania   

Maryland    

New  Jersey 

Louisiana    

United  States 

Pennsylvania   

South  Carolina 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania   

North  Carolina 

Georgia 

Pennsylvania    

NewYork 

Virginia 

Massachusetts 

Virginia 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

NewYork 

Mississippi 

Pennsylvania   

Connecticut 

J3 

a   a 

1 

j 

, 
? 

:l 

D 

1 

J 

J 

c 

-, 

i    ^ 

Pennsylvania   

North  Carolina 

Georgia 

Pennsylvania 

NewYork 

Virginia 

Massachusetts    

Maryland    

Rhode  Island    

NewYork 

District  of  Columbia. 

NewYork 

Louisiana   

Pennsylvania  

Connecticut 

a 

1 

g 

1 

1 

£ 

i 
i 

'.: 

.2 

a  _ 

1 
&  p 

1 
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1 

1 

' 
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1 
1 

i 
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'i 
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1 
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.; 

1 
1 

j 

>  la 

1 
1 
1 
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11 

ii 

Oct.        9,1813.... 

June  18,1814.... 
June  28,1814.... 
Dec.        9,1814.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

1 

Jan.      16,1809.... 
do 
do 
do                    .... 

May      18,1809.... 

do 
Jan.      16,1809.... 

Nov.      22,1805.... 
Jan.      16,1809.... 
Nov.      15,1809.... 

do 
Jan.      16,1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 

do 
June       1,1813.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Sept.       1,1811.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Feb.        1,1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Jan.      16,1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Jan.      16,  1809 

do 
Sept.    11,1813.... 
Jan.      25,1812.... 
Nov.      15,1809.... 
Jan.        1,1808.... 
March    6,  1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
April    28,  1813.... 
July       .3,1813.... 
May      18,1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Jan.      16,1809.... 
July     27,1813.... 
May     22,1812.... 
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1 
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1 

t 

^  \ 
] 

■ 

3    >- 

i 

I 
& 

1 

1 
1 

i 

I 

t 

i 

i 

i 

J 

I 

j 

1 

<- 

i 

; 
\ 

I 

)1 

I 

\ 
I 

E- 

J 

1 

A. 

1 

1 
I 

-1 

J 

i 

1 

■1 

.i 

£ 

"1 

1 

1 

o 

1-5 

7} 

< 
a 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
> 

j 

'i 

1 

i 
1 

o 

•i 

a 

1 

I 
1 

1 

■J 

784 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  322- 


A 

1 
1 

1 

Commanding  Grampus. 
Navy  yard,  Charlestown. 
Navy  yard,  Washington. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Furlough. 

Frigate  United  States. 
Sloop  Peacock. 

e  1 

1 

1 

i 

s 

ill 

.5  S  \ 

•1  s  ' 

ll 

wo 

11 

Receiving  ship,  New  York. 

Brandywine. 

Receiving  ship.  New  York. 

Waiting  orders. 

Receiving  ship,  Charlestown. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Cyane. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Receiving  ship,  New  York. 
Sloop  Ontario. 

1 
1 
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1 

Sloop  Warren. 
Pacific  squadron. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Availing  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Pensacola. 
North  Carolina. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Rendezvous,  Norfolk. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Receiving  ship,  Baltimore. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  AVarren. 
Frigate  United  States. 
Availing  orders. 
Availing  orders. 
Constellation. 
Suspended. 
Availing  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  AVarren. 
Brandywine. 
John  Adams. 
New  York  station. 
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1 

1    > 

i  '■ 
5  i 
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■ 
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Virginia 

Georgia 

do     

Pennsylvania   

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia. 

New  Jersey 

Rhode  Island 

Pennsylvania   

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

South  Carolina 

New  York 

Maryland    

o 

.a 

it 

1  * 

1 
i 

[2 

1 

°  I 

> 

\ 

i 

i 

> 

a  i 

.i 
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=  4 

] 
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"•^ 

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia. 

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia. 

New  York 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania  

Virginia  

Pennsylvania  

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  York 

Vermont    

South  Carolina 

do                   

Now  York 

Maryland   

New  York 

do         

Massachusetts 

o 
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\ 
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Pennsylvania  

Virginia 

Pennsylvania  

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Vermont    

South  Carolina 

do                  

New  York 

Maryland    

New  York 

do         

Massachusetts 

1 

i 

II 

< 

J 

1 

1 

Sept.       1,  1811.... 
do 
do                    

July       1,1812.... 
Sept.       1,  1811.... 

do 

do 
Jan.        1,1812.... 

do                     

do 

do 

do 
June     18,1812.... 

do 

do 

Sept.       1,1811.... 
Jan.        1,1812..., 
Sept.      1,1811.... 

do 

do 
Jan.       1,1812.... 

do 

June     18,1812 

Jan.        1,1812.... 
June     18,1812.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1812.... 

do 
June     18,1812.... 
June       i,  1812.... 
Jan.        1,  1812.... 
June     18,1812.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1812.... 

Jan.        1,1812.... 
Juno     18,  1812   ... 
do 

1 

1 

1 

t 

£ 

i 

■z 

\ 

1 

J 

E 

1 

t 
J 

1 

< 

'  i 

1 

i 

J 
■■J 

i 

1 
i 

^ 

j 

1 

u 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

°1 

•3 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

e 
5 

1 
ft 

i 

g 

1 
c 

1 

1 

i 

.i 
1 

£  i 

s  § 
II 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 
1 

VOL.  n 99  K 


786 


NAVAL   AFFAIES. 


[No. 


J 
s 

ft 

Schooner  Dolphin. 
Cyane. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  United  States. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Constitution. 
Mediterranean. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Frigate  United  States. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

North  Carolina  74. 
Mediterranean. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Constellation. 

Rendezvous,  Boston. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Cyane. 

Furlough. 

Waiting  orders. 

Cyane. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

AVaiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Rendezvous,  Baltimore. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Leave  of  absence. 

^  1 

1 

ii 

i 

i 

s 

] 
1 

1 
i 

J 

1 

.1 

I 

•j 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  

•1 

111 
?  u  S 

il 

New  Jersey 

South  Carolina 

Maine 

New  York   

Delaware 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts    

Pennsylvania 

do                

do                

Rhode  Island 

Virginia 

Tennessee    

South  Carolina 

i> 

-g 

1 

l| 

5  p: 

j 
1 
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! 

•1 

I 

1 
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1 
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\ 
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,1 
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j 
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Hi 

New  York 

do         

South  Carolina 

Maine    

New  York 

South  Carolina 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts   

Pennsylvania   

South  Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island    

Maryland    

it 

•J 

1 
1 

s 

J 
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1 
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1 
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■i 
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3 

South  Carolina 

Maine 

New  York 

South  Carolina 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

South  Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island   

Maryland    

5 

i 

!l 

March  28,  1820.... 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

rln 

do 

do            ...: 

March    3,  1821.... 
do 
do                    

i  i  =  =  ^  =  =  =  ^  =  ^  =  ^  =  =  =  ^  ^  =  ^  =  =  =  = 

<      4 

2 

n 

June     18,1812.... 
Jan.        1,1812.... 
June     18,1812.... 

do 

do 

do 
Sept.       1,1811.... 
June       4,1812.... 
June     18,1812.... 

Nov.     30,1814.... 
Feb.        2,1814.... 
Jan.        1,1812.... 
June     18,1812.... 

July        9,1812.... 

April    16,1813.... 
July      10,1813.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 

do 

do 
March    1,  1813.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 
May     20,1813.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 
Jan.        1,1812.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 
Jan.       1,1812.... 
May     12,1814.... 
March    8,1814.... 
Deo.       6,1814.... 
Feb.       1,1814.... 
Nov.     30,1814.... 
Feb.       1,1814.... 
Nov.     30,1814.... 
Deo.       6,1814.... 
Deo.     17,1810.... 
August  3,  18U.... 
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i 
1 

1 

West  India  squadron. 

Cyane. 

Waiting  orders. 

Brandywine. 

John  Adams. 

Brandywine. 

Waiting  orders. 

Mediterranean. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

North  Carolina  74. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Brandywine. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Waiting  orders. 

Furlough. 

Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Brandywine. 

Furlough. 

Surveying. 

Shark. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

Constitution. 

Furlough. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Mediterranean. 

Grampus. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Brandywine. 

Receiving  ship  at  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

John  Adams. 

1 

New  York 

South  Carolina 

Kentucky   

Maryland    

Connecticut 

Virginia 

Connecticut 

North  Carolina 

New  York 

Maryland    

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts   

Virginia 

Maine 

Massachusetts  

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts 

do                

New  York 

Maryland 

Virginia    

New  York 

New  Hampshire.... 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

Alabama 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Maryland    

do           

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts 

do                 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 
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New  York 

Maryland 

Virginia 

New  York 

New  Hampshire  .... 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Penn,sylvania  

Virginia 

Maryland 

do         

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland 

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts 

do               

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Ohio 

\ 
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.1 
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1 
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1 
i 
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\ 
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Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts   

New  York 

Maryland 

Rhode  Island 

Massachusetts   .    ... 
New  Hampshire  .... 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Pennsylviinia 

Connecticut 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Maryland    

do           

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland 

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts   

Maine 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Massachusetts    

1 
1 

i 
jl 

1 

1-3 

1 

.1 

1 

Jan.        1,1812.... 
Nov.     30,  1814.... 

do 
May       2,1815.... 
Nov.      30,  1814.... 

do 
March    4,1815.... 
Dec.        6,1814.... 
June      18,1812.... 
March  17,  1814.... 
March    4,  1815.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 
June     11,1814.... 
Dec.        6,1814.... 
March  11,  1815.... 
Dec.        6,1814.... 
Dec.     17,1810.... 
March  11,  1815.... 
Jan.        1,1815.... 
Feb.       3,1815.... 
Nov.     30,1814.... 
May      17,1813.... 
Nov.     30,1814.... 
Feb.        1,1814.... 

do 
Nov.     30,1814.... 
Jan.      24,1815.... 
Jan.      28,1815.... 
March    4,  1815.... 

do 
March  IS,  1815.... 
June     18,1812.... 
Feb.       1,  1814.... 
June     18,1812.... 
April    15,1813.... 
Nov.       9,1813.... 
Feb.       1,1814.... 
March  14,  1814.... 
June     17,1814.... 
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Sloop  Boston. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
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Availing  orders. 
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Navy  yard,  Washington. 
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Naval  regMerfor  182T — Continued. 

VESSELS  OF  WAR  OF  THE  UXITKD  STATES  NAVY. 


Name. 


Where  employed. 


Ships  of  the  line- 
Independence  

Franklin 

Washington 

Columbus 

Ohio 

North  Carolina. . .. 
Delaware 


Frigates,  1st  class — 6 

United  States 

Constitution 

Guerriere 

Java 

Potomac 

Brandywine 

Frigates,  2d  class — 4. 

Congress ; 

Constellation 

Macedonian  ...    

Fulton,  steam 


Corvettes — 2. 
John  Adams. . . 
Cyane  


Sloops-ol 

Hornet 

Erie 

Ontario  . .  . 

Peacock  . . 
Boston. . . . 
Lexington. 
Vinceinies 
Warren . .  . 


Schooners,  &c. — T. 

Dolpliin    

Grampus    

Porpoise 

Shark  

Fox 

Alert,  store  ship 

Sea  Gull,  galliot 


Guns. 
74 
74 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 


Boston   , 

Philadelphia    

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Washington 

New  York , 

Philadelphia    .... 
Gosport,  Va 

Philadelphia    

Boston    

Philadelphia    ..  . 

Baltimore 

^Vashington  .... 
Washington.  .  . . 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Baltimore 

Captured    

New  York 


Charleston,  S.  C. 
Captured   


Baltimore  . 
Baltimore  . 
Baltimore  . 
New  York. 
Boston  . . . 
xVewYork. 
New  York. 
Boston    . . . 


Philadelphia 

Washington 

Portsm.juth,  N.  H. 

Washington 

Purchased    

Captured   

Purchased 


1814.. 
1815.. 
1816.. 
1819.. 
1820.. 
1820.. 
1820.. 


1797. 
1797. 
1814. 
1814. 
1821. 
1825. 


1799. 
1797. 
1812. 
1815. 


1799. 
1815. 


1803. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1825. 
1825. 
1826. 
1826. 


1821. 
1821. 
1820. 
1821. 
1823. 
1812. 
1823. 


In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  ordinarj^  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Gosport,  Virgini 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 

In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 

In  ordinary,  at  Washington. 

In  the  Pacific. 


Repairing  at  Washington. 

In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  New  York. 


In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 
On  the  coast  of  Brazil. 


In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  the  Mediterranean. 
In  the  Pacific. 
On  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  West  Indies,  &;c. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Philadelphia 


VESSELS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


« 

>-, 

1 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

7 

4 

3 

19 

14 

Ships  of  the  line. . , 
Frigates,  1st  class 
Frigates,  2d  class 

Corvettes 

Sloops-of-war  .... 
Schooners,  &c.. .  . . 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Charlestown,  Mass 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y... 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Gosport 
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Recapitulation. 


Captains 

Captains  of  vessels  above  twenty  and  under  tliirtj'-two  guns 

Masters  commandant , 

Lieutenants  commanding , 

Lieutenants 

Surgeons , 

Surgeons'  mates 

Pursers   

Chaplains , 

Midshipmen 

Sailingmasters 

Boatswains , 

Gunners 

Carpenters , 

Saiimakers 

Schoolmasters   , 

Captains'  clerks , 

Masters'  mates 

Boatswains'  mates . , 

Carpenters'  mates 

Coxswains 

Quartergunners 

Quartermasters   

Masters-at-arms 

Armorers 

Stewards 

Coopers 

Cooks    


Marine  corps: 
Lieutenant  colonels  commandant. 

Captains 

First  lieutenants   

Second  lieutenants 


228 
40 
40 
43 
9 

374 
36 
15 
14 
11 


$100 
75 
60 
50 
40 
50 
30 
40 
40 
19 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
25 
25 
20 
19 
19 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 


Note. — Whenever  any  officer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double  during  the  continuance  of  such  command,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses, 
eight  dollars  per  month  each.     The  adjutant,  quartermaster,  and  paymaster,  thirty  dollars  per  month  extra. 


Supjileinent. 

Since  the  register  was  put  to  press,  the  following  midshipmen  have  been  examined  and  found  quali- 
fied for  promotion,  viz: 

Theodoras  Bailey,  jr.,  Samuel  Barron,  George  S.  Blake,  Thomas  M'K.  Buchanan,  Samuel  B.  Cooke, 
Henry  Eagle,  jr.,  Alexander  G.  Gordon,  Stern  Humphreys,  George  Izard,  jr.,  Zach.  F.  Johnston,  Robert 
W.  Jones,  Andrew  K.  Long,  John  Marshall,  A.  M.  Mull,  R.  R.  Pinkham,  T.  0.  Selfridge,  A.  G.  Slaughter, 
G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  John  W.  West. 

Note. — There  are  several  midshipmen  of  the  same  date  of  warrant  as  the  above-named,  whose  absence 
from  the  United  States  has  deprived  them  of  the  opportunity  of  examination  at  this  time. 
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19th  Congress.]  .  No.    323.  [2d  Session- 

ON  THE    EXPEDIENCY  OF    AN  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE  GRADUAL  INCREASE 

OF  THE   NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    5,    182T. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  on 
the  19'th  day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act  to  appropriate  annu- 
ally the  sum  of  500,000  dollars  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  1827,  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  said  resolution,  and  that  it  is,  in  their 
opinion,  expedient  to  continue  the  appropriation  of  that  sum  annually  for  the  period  of  six  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  ships  already  authorized  to  be  built,  and  for  providing  timber  and  other  mate- 
rials ff)r  the  use  of  the  navy,  and  they  have  directed  a  bill  for  that  purpose  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  324.  [2d  Session. 

ON  PAYMENT  OP  PRIZE  MONEY  TO  THOMAS  DOUTY,  WHO  WAS  AN  ARTILLERYMAN  ON 
BOARD  THE  FRIGATE  MACEDONIAN  IN  1815. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE  HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY   9,     1821. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  2l'th  of  December  last,  the  expediency  of  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  unto  Thomas 
Douty  the  sum  of  $19.91,  for  his  share  of  prize  money  while  engaged  as  an  artilleryman  on  board 
the  frigate  Macedonian,  in  the  year  1815,  reported: 
That  by  the  papers  accompanying  the  report  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  $19.91  is  due  to  the  said 

Thomas  Douty  for  such  prize  money,  and  therefore  direct  a  bill  fur  paying  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the 

House. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  SITES  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  DRY  DOCK  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  10,    182T. 

Washington,  t/anwa)')/  10,  1821. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprenentaiives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  together  with  that 
of  the  engineer  by  whom,  conformably  to  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  of  the  twenty-second  of 
May  last,  an  examination  and  survey  have  been  made  of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Gosport,  Virginia. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Na-vy  Department,  January  10,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  two  copies  of  the  report  of  Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq.,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  22d  May  last,  "  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  cause  an  examination  and  accurate  survey  to  be  made,  by  a  skillful 
engineer,  of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Gosport,  Va.,  and  that  such  engineer  be  required  to  state  the  dimensions  necessary  for  such 
docks,  the  advantages  of  each  of  the  above-named  places  for  such  establishment,  the  objections  that 
apply  to  either,  with  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  suitable  site,  and  of  constructing  a  dock  at 
each  of  said  places." 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  appointed  to  execute  this  work;  and  it  is  believed  his  report  will  amply  justify  the 
selection  which  was  made,  and  will  afford  the  information,  sought  by  the  resolution,  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner. 

It  establishes  the  practicability  of  building  a  dock  at  each  of  the  places  named;  and  at  so  small  a 
difference  in  the  expense,  as  to  leave  the  question  of  location  free  to  be  decided  by  other  and  more 
general  considerations. 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  confined  his  inquiries  and  report,  as  it  was  probably  intended  that  he  should,  to  the 
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"advantages  of"  and  "objections  wliicli  apply  to"  the  several  places,  so  far  as  the  practical  building  of 
the  dock  is  concerned,  witliout  considering  the  causes  and  arguments  which  prove  the  necessity  of  having 
docks  at  the  navy  yard,  or  the  propriety  of  placing  tliein  at  one  naval  station  in  preference  to  another. 

With  a  view  to  supply  this  omission,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  several  boards  of 
naval  officers  and  ciii^iiici'is  who  were  appointed  to  examine  the  coasts,  &c.,  in  the  years  181:7  and  1818' 
also,  to  two  reports  In.in  this  Department;  one  made  on  the  od  March,  1825,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  25tli  May,  1824,  the  other  on  the  30th  March,  1826,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  18th  March,  1826. 

It  is  believed  that  these  documents  sufficiently  establish  the  economy  and  necessity  of  docks;  and 
also  that  the  best  position  for  one  is  at  Charlestown,  if  it  be  determined  that  only  one  shall  be  built. 
If  more  than  one  be  authorized,  then  that  they  should  be  placed  iu  the  following  order:  Charlestown, 
Gosport,  Brooklyn,  Portsmouth. 

All  these  places  have  common  and  important  advantages;  the  principal  reason  of  preferring  them,  in 
the  order  stated,  is,  because  they  would  rank  in  that  way  for  convenience  and  usefulness  in  time  of  war. 

It  is,  however,  respectfully  suggested,  that  as  a  dock  at  each  of  the  places  named  can  be  progressing 
at  the  same  time;  as  they  will  require  several  years  to  complete  them;  as  it  will  be  very  expensive  and 
inconvenient  to  remove  all  our  vessels  to  any  one;  and  as  at  least  three  will  be  indispensable  hereafter, 
the  best  interests  of  the  naval  service  require  that  number  to  be  now  commenced. 

The  appropriation  for  the  three  need  not  embrace  the  whole  amount  of  their  cost,  as  estimated  by 
Mr.  Baldwin.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  each  one  authorized  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present; 
even  that  sum,  it  is  probable,  would  not  be  all  expended  within  the  year,  but  when  such  works  are  com- 
menced, it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they  be  prosecuted  with  great  vigor  until  they  are  entirely 
completed.  They  are  not  like  fortifications  and  other  erections  on  land,  which  may  sometimes  be 
temporarily  suspended  without  serious  inconvenience;  but  being  near  to,  and  under  the  water,  they  are 
subject  both  to  great  expense  in  keeping  them  in  a  fit  state  to  progress  with  the  work,  and  to  great  risk 
and  injury  if  suspended  or  neglected.  The  appropriation  should  therefore  be  to  an  amount  which  will 
insure  against  suspension  or  delay. 

To  accomplish  this  object,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  sum  of  $100,000  be  appropriated 
for  each  dock,  with  authority  to  build  three. 

The  drawings  made  by  Mr.  Baldwin  are  sent  to  you,  as  they  are  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding 
of  his  report.  It  has  been  impossible  to  have  them  copied  for  each  House,  and  it  is  therefore  requested 
that  they  maj'  be  returned  to  the  Department,  after  they  shall  have  been  used  by  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Presidem  of  the  United  States. 


Boston,  December  28,  1826, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  the  result  of  examinations  and  surveys  made  under  your  instruc- 
tions, pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  passed  May  22d,  1826,  which  directs  an  examination  and  accurate 
survey  to  be  made  by  an  engineer  "of  a  site  for  a  dry  dock,  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N,  H., 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Gosport,  Virgiuia;  and  that  such  engineer  be  rec[uired  to 
state  the  dimensions  necessary  for  such  establishment,  the  objections  that  apply  to  either,  with  a  detailed 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  suitable  site,  and  of  constructing  a  dock  at  each  of  said  places." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  July  26th,  I  made  the  earliest  possible  arrangements  for  leaving 
Salem,  to  commence  the  services  pointed  out  in  the  resolve,  agreeably  to  your  request;  and,  on  the  18th 
of  August  last,  I  went  to  Portsmouth,  to  begin  the  surveys  and  examinations  there.  I  next  proceeded 
to  New  York,  and,  last,  to  Gosport,  and  have  been  constantly  occupied,  since  August,  on  the  duties 
assigned  me  under  the  resolve.  I  have  made  no  new  survey  of  the  Charlestown  Navy  yard,  principally 
for  want  of  time,  and  for  reasons  which  will  be  given  hereafter.  With  this  report  you  will  receive  the 
drawings  and  plans  which  have  been  prepared,  as  follows: 

No.  1.  Plan  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

No.  2.  Plan  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

No.  3.  Plan  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  Virginia. 

No.  4.  Plan  of  part  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 

No.  5.  Plan  of  a  dry  dock. 

No.  6.  Plan  of  the  gates  for  a  dry  dock. 

With  these  plans  before  you,  and  the  following  observations  and  details,  I  hope  to  give  a  clear  and 
intelligible  view  of  the  two  principal  objects  which  seem  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  resolve,  viz: 
a  proper  site,  in  each  yard,  for  a  dry  dock,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  one.  In  order  to  this, 
I  shall  proceed  to  give  a  general  topographical  account  of  each  j'ard,  with  the  character  of  the  soil ;  to 
point  out  what  appears  the  most  eligible  site  in  each;  and  next,  in  reference  to  the  expense  and  conve- 
nience, show  the  advantages  of  the  one  selected.  It  has  appeared  to  me  important,  in  planning  and 
locating  an  expensive  and  permanent  structure  like  a  dock,  and  which  must  have  a  direct  and  powerful 
influence  upon  the  economical  arrangements  of  a  navy  j'ard,  that  the  three  different  departments  of 
building,  of  fitting  out  and  arming,  and  of  repairing  ships,  should  be  kept  separate.  Accordingly,  it  has 
been  a  leading  motive  to  place  the  dock  so  as  to  secure  the  advantages  of  this  arrangement,  both  to 
avoid  confusion  among  the  various  branches  of  work  and  workmen,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give,  where 
it  is  admissible,  a  gradual  extension  of  the  yard.  This  has  not  been  done,  however,  without  due  regard 
to  the  cost  of  a  dock. 

PORTSMOUTH    YARD. 

Upon  the  plan  is  represented  the  whole  island  on  which  the  yard  is  established,  with  part  of  Jenkins' 
Island  to  the  south,  and  the  channel  between  them.  All  the  houses,  shops,  and  other  buildings  are 
represented  on  accurate  scales,  from  careful  surveys,  together  with  the  depth  of  water  below  ordinary 
high  tide,  along  where  the   examinations  were  made.     The  whole  island  appears  to  be  composed  of  a 
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loose  stratified  rock,  covered  with  a  thin  coat  of  soil,  but  of  variable  thickness.  Most  of  the  channel 
between  the  islands  has  a  rock  bottom,  and  it  projects  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  along  the  shore,  from 
the  blacksmith's  shop  round  to  the  office.  The  whole  channel  was  sounded  from  the  end  of  the  wharf,  at 
the  ship  house,  to  the  lower  end,  nearly  in  front  of  the  marine  barracks.  The  soundings  were  taken  every 
thirty  feet,  at  the  crossing  of  the  two  sets  of  parallel  lines,  drawn  at  right  angles.  Some  of  these  are 
marked  on  the  plan  in  feet  and  Inches,  which,  in  this  and  all  other  cases,  where  not  otherwise  indicated, 
were  taken  from  the  level  of  ordinary  high  water.  Similar  soundings,  at  the  crossings  of  lines  at  right 
angles  with  each  other,  every  thirty  feet,  were  obtained  in  the  cove  between  the  ship  house  No.  2  and  the 
office.  A  few  of  these  only  are  noted  on  the  drawing,  and  the  bottom,  like  the  steep,  high  shore  Avhich 
surrounds  it,  is  rock. 

Four  places  were  examined  as  sites  for  a  dock.  The  first  is  shown  on  the  plan  at  B,  east  of  the 
ship  house  No.  1,  and  the  foundation  would  be  on  rock,  partly  in  the  channel  and  partly  in  tiie  upland 
towards  the  ship  house.  On  one  corner  of  the  drawing  is  shown  the  result  of  soundings  and  borings  on 
these  lines,  as  marked  on  the  plan.  One  line  begins  at  the  corner  of  the  wharf,  and  extends  up  to  the 
saw-pit  shed,  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  the  borings  were  made  at  every  fifty  feet.  Two  other 
lines,  parallel  with  this,  and  east  of  it,  one  at  fifty,  the  other  at  one  hundred  feet  distance,  were  laid  off 
and  sounded,  like  the  first;  the  result  of  all  which  is  ou  the  profiles.  A  great  difficulty  in  building  here 
would  be  that  of  securing  a  coffer  dam,  where  it  must  be  established  in  very  deep  water,  having  soft, 
muddy  bottom,  or  on  rock  where  the  water  is  more  shallow.  The  expense  of  the  excavation,  too,  would 
be  great.  But  the  principal  objection  is  the  remote  and  retired  part  of  the  yard.  It  would  have  the 
water  of  the  channel  on  one  side  and  the  ship  house  on  the  other.  The  approach  to  the  lower  end  would 
be  inconvenient  below  the  ship  house,  and,  at  the  head,  still  more  inconvenient,  on  account  of  the  high, 
rocky  land  which  rises  fast  from  the  point  at  A,  unless  great  expense  is  incurred  for  removing  the  hill. 
Another  unfavorable  circumstance  is  the  strong  current  round  the  wharf,  where  the  entrance  to  the  dock 
would  be,  and  it  would  be  increased,  probably,  rather  than  diminished,  by  tiie  dock.  The  current  here, 
and  the  current  and  eddies  along  this  side  of  the  islimd,  would  render  the  docking  a  ship,  in  any  place, 
sometimes  inconvenient,  but,  in  this  situation,  the  cinbaiassnient  would,  at  times,  be  very  great,  unless 
at  the  moment  of  slack  water.  Trials  were  also  made  lu  the  ship  house  No.  1,  on  two  lines,  fifty  feet 
apart,  each  twenty-five  feet  from  the  keel  of  the  ship.  Here  the  surface  of  the  ground  rises  pretty 
gradually,  and  nearly  in  the  same  slope  as  the  keel,  being,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  house,  about  two  feet, 
and  at  the  upper  thirteen,  above  high  water.  The  soil  is  loam  and  loose  sand,  having  a  variable  thick- 
ness of  from  four  to  eight  feet,  on  the  same  kind  of  loose  rock,  or  ledge,  which  is  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  island.  It  may,  in  some  cases,  be  seen  between  the  platform  timbers  under  the  keel.  The  average 
surface  of  the  rock  is  about  three  or  four  feet  above  level,  and  would  require  an  excavation  for  a  dock  of 
more  than  thirty  feet  depth.  The  loss  of  the  ship  house,  the  expense  of  the  excavation,  the  clearing 
away  and  removing  the  rock  and  earth  at  the  head  of  the  dock,  forbid  the  selection  of  this  site. 

At  the  cove,  betwe(>n  the  ship  house  No.  2  and  the  office,  a  dock  might  be  built,  but  with  difficulty. 
The  distance  from  tlii>  ixiint  of  the  whai-f,  below  the  landing,  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  cove,  to  the  point 
of  rock  by  the  shi|iliiiiisc,  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  Soundings  were  from  eleven  to  forty- 
seven  feet  on  this  l)aso  line,  at  three  feet  distance.  Parallel  with  this  line,  and  outside  of  it,  two  other 
lines  of  soundings,  like  the  first,  and  at  similar  distances,  gave  depths  from  sixteen  to  fifty-seven  feet. 
On  the  inside  the  whole  was  examined  in  like  manner,  and  the  bottom  almost  always  rock,  with  a  foot  or 
two  of  mud  or  soft  sand.  From  the  first  or  base  line  to  the  head  of  the  cove  is  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet,  where  the  rocky  shore  rises  steep,  so  that,  at  one  imndred  feet  further,  the  surface  of  the  rock 
is  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  above  high  tide.  It  would  be  dillicult  to  construct  a  cofter  dam  across  this 
cove,  as  the  bottom  is  rock,  and  for  a  clistanco  of  two  hinidrcd  and  fifty  feet  the  average  depth  of  water 
is  thirty-four  feet.  The  head  of  the  dock  must  be  pushed  into  rock,  where  great  expense  would  be 
incurred  for  excavation,  and  a  strong  current  would  set  across  the  mouth  of  the  dock  here. 

The  fourth  place  examined  is  that  beiiind  the  office  in  the  timber  dock.  This  situation  is  marked  on 
the  plan  at  A,  and  the  depth  of  water  given,  not  only  where  the  borings  were  made,  but  also  at  many 
points  beyond  the  proposed  site.  All  the  figures  denote  depth  of  water  only,  where  no  character  of  soil 
is  given.  The  office  and  timber  shed  both  stand  on  a  solid  mass  of  the  ledge,  which  scoms  more  compact 
than  elsewhere.  It  slopes  off  very  steep  behind  the  office,  and  dips  into  clay,  which  forms  the  bottom  of  the 
timber  dock.  Outside  the  dock  fence,  trials  were  made  also,  and  the  clay  found  in  some  places,  though 
mud  and  sand  were  the  prevailing  sui)stances  brought  up.  Within  the  dock,  and  on  one  of  the  lines,  the 
boring  was  8,  10,  and  even  more,  through  a  stratum  of  cniniiact,  firm  clay.  But  the  rock  would  be  found 
before  reaching  the  necessary  depth  for  the  dock,  and,  of  coinsc,  piling  would  be  dispensed  with. 

As  the  bottom  consists  of  soil  favorable  for  the  footing  of  a  col'l'cr  dam,  this  circumstance  renders  it 
preferable  to  the  other  places.  The  ground  to  the  eastward,  in  the  direction  of  the  commandant's  house, 
and  to  the  northeast,  rises  gradually  from  the  shore  of  this  shallow  basin  in  a  favorable  manner  for  the 
erection  of  warehouses  and  other  buildings  connected  with  the  repairing  of  ships,  and  will  give  an  easy 
approach  to  the  dock  from  that  quarter.  On  the  south  side,  the  office  may  remain,  the  old  lumber  house 
adjoining  be  removed,  and  the  rock  1.'vc1(m1  dow  n,  to  render  the  passage  to  the  dock  convenient  there. 
Tiie  position  and  character  of  this  basin  offer  great  I'a.cilities  lor  constructing  a  good  timber  dock,  parallel 
with  and  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  dry  dock.  For  this  purpose  the  timber  basin  would  be  walled 
in,  sunk  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  have  two  or  three  feet  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  the  entrance,  which  need 
not  be  wide,  furnished  with  gates  and  counter  gates,  so  as  to  retain  or  exclude  the  tide  at  pleasure. 
From  this  basin  a  communication  should  be  opened  to  the  dry  dock  by  a  culvert,  so  that  the  water  of 
the  latter,  when  full,  may  flow  into  the  former  when  the  tide  has  been  excluded.  The  operation  would 
be  this:  on  the  ebb  tide,  previous  to  the  high  water  on  which  a  ship  is  to  be  docked,  the  water  should  be 
allowed  to  flow  out  to  level  of  low  tide,  the  gates  closed,  and  tlie  flood  excluded.  The  consequence 
would  be,  that,  when  the  ship  is  docked  at  high  water,  the  timber  basin  would  lie  emiity;  and,  as  the 
tides  rise  from  eight  to  ten  feet,  four  or  five  feet  of  the  water  in  the  dry  doek  iiii,L;lit  be  ilisrharged  in  a  few 
minutes  into  the  timber  basin,  and  the  process  of  pumping  and  shoring  greatly  I'aeilitated.  Similar 
arrangements  might  be  made  at  Cliarh'stown,  where  the  ris(>  and  fall  of  the  tides  is  nearly  the  same  as  at 
Portsmouth,  in  both  which  plae(  s  this  plan  would  he  highly  useful  to  the  public  service;   and,  although  I 

have  made  no  particular  examinati f  the  ground,  nor  investigated   the  expense,  the  adoption  of  it,  in 

relation  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  navy  yards,  is  worthy'  the  attention  of  government.  At  New 
York  and  Gosport,  where  the  range  of  tides  is  much  smaller  than  here,  being  at  the  former  about  four- 
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and  a  half  feet,  and  at  Norfolk  three  feet,  and  the  ground  not  so  favorable  for  the   work,  perhaps  the 
advantages  would  not  balance  the  inconvenience  and  increased  expense. 

CHARLESTOWN    NAVY    YARD. 

Having,  in  the  fall  of  1824,  examined  this  yard,  and  CDmnmnicatcd  the  result,  together  with  apian  of 
part  of  it,  I  omitted  to  make  any  new  surveys  here,  until  1  should  have  made  those  at  New  York  and 
Gosport.  This  I  did,  because  I  was  apprehensive  that  suUicieut  time  would  not  be  allowed  for  perform- 
ing all  the  scrviiis  poiiilcd  out  in  the  icsolve,  in  season  for  Congress,  and,  in  case  that  should  be  the 
case,  new  surveys  al  Cliailtstuwn  cduld  Wetter  be  dispensed  with  than  at  the  other  yards.  I  have  been 
therefore  obliged  to  make  use  of  the  indulgence  given  in  your  letter  of  July  26th,  wherein  you  left  it 
discretionary  with  myself  to  judge  whether  new  surveys  were  required;  and,  for  want  of  time  to  make 
uew  surveys,  &c.,  I  now  submit  a  copy  of  my  former  plan,  on  which  is  marked  a  modification  only  of 
the  coffer  dam  formerly  proposed. 

The  site  for  a  dock  is  the  same  as  that  originally  recommended,  and,  for  a  description  of  the  soil,  &c., 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  former  report.  This  position  is  near  the  warehouses,  sufficiently  distant  from 
the  old  ship  Iw^use,  and  has,  on  the  north  side,  favorable  ground  for  the  foundation  of  a  timber  dock,  and 
discharging-  basin,  like  that  proposed  at  Portsmouth.  The  soil  lies  in  irregular  strata,  consisting  .of 
sand,  gravel,  and  clay.  Some  rocks  were  reached  by  the  auger,  and  stopped  it.  They  are  probably 
insulated,  and  will  be  no  injury  to  the  work,  and  show  the  linn  nature  of  the  foundation.  Sand  is  found 
at  six  teet  drpth  in  a  trial  pit  dug  near  the  battery,  as  represented  on  the  plan  of  tiie  yard.  Gravel  was 
dug  through  six  feet,  and  the  auger  descended  four  feet  in  tlie  sand,  which  fell  in  and  choked  it,  so  as  to 
stop  all  further  progress.  The  two  old  wells  in  the  yard,  shown  on  the  plan,  are  thirteen  feet  deep,  three 
or  four  feet  towards  the  bottom  being  sand,  and  all  above  gravel.  Water  stands  in  the  east  well 
at  five  and  a  half  feet  depth,  and  in  the  west  well  three  and  a  half  feet  deep.  The  bottoms  of  the  wells 
are  twenty-one  feet  above  the  floor  of  the  dock,  or  about  twenty-seven  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the 
necessary  excavation.  From  the  result  of  the  other  trials,  there  is  no  doubt  this  stratum  of  sand 
descends  to  low  water  mark,  or  a  little  lower,  and  that  it  would  be  passed  in  digging  for  the  foundation. 
Althoug-h,  in  the  place  proposed,  firm  sand  or  gravel  would  probably  be  found  for  the  floor  to  rest  upon, 
yet,  as  it  would  undoubtedly  be  in  irregular  beds,  piling  must  be  used. 

BROOKLYN  NAVY  YARD,  NEW  YORK. 

On  the  plan  of  this  yard  are  represented  all  the  houses,  shops,  and  other  buildings:  it  embraces,  also, 
all  the  land  owned  by  government  for  the  yard,  and  the  farm  at  the  east  end  of  the  bay,  purchased  for 
an  hospital.  The  position  and  width  of  the  channel,  as  well  as  the  surrounding  and  intermediate  flats 
are  laid  down  from  careful  surveys;  and  the  ground  owned  by  government,  on  this  and  all  other  plans,  is 
shaded  with  a  light  tint  of  red.  Near  the  north  corner  of  the  yard,  between  the  brick  warehouse  and 
ship  house  No.  1,  is  represented  the  position  first  thought  of  for  the  site  of  a  dock.  Boring  was  attempted 
near  the  edge  of  the  wharf,  which  is  made  ground,  having  been  filled  in  from  the  adjoining  hill,  the  steep 
bank  of  which,  left  by  the  removal  of  earth,  now  forms,  for  a  great  distance,  the  western  boundary  of 
tlie  yard.  With  much  difficulty  the  auger  was  sunk  25  feet  through  gravel  and  sand;  the  falling  in  of 
this  loose  substanc(\  and  tlic  abundance  of  water,  preventing  going  deeper.  The  whole  ground  here  is 
gravel,  loose  stuu.s,  ami  sand,  and  it  would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty  to  gain  a  sufficient  depth 
for  a  dock,  on  aerouiit  of  w  ater.  This  circumstance,  together  with  the  inconvenience  of  crowding  a  dock 
into  the  narrow  s|iace  left  between  the  brick  stores  and  ship  house,  the  whole  distance  between  the  front 
lower  corner  of  the  store  and  the  end  of  the  launching  slip  being  93  feet,  and  between  the  upper  front 
corner  of  the  siore  and  the  line  of  the  ship  house  134  feet,  were  considered  sufficient  objections  to  the 
location  iiere.  This  ground  is  marked  off  by  dotted  lines  as  prepared  for  sounding,  and  the  distances  of 
the  lines  from  each  other  noted  in  feet. 

The  next  place  examined,  and  winch  is  thought  to  be  the  most  eligible  site,  is  also  shown  in  the  plan 
as  marked  off  upon  the  flats  east  of  the  yard,  near  the  wharf,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  channel. 
At  ebb  tide,  these  flats  are  left  bare,  and  consist  of  soft  mud  to  the  depth  of  16  or  20  feet  generally. 
Under  this  lies  a  stratum  of  sand,  of  variable  thickness,  from  5  to  9  feet;  the  lower  part  of  which  is  com- 
posed of  fine,  compact  sand,  mixed  with  a  portion  (}f  clay,  and  of  such  a  texture  as  led  to  the  belief  it 
was  iui])civious  to  water.  Below  this  is  a  bed  of  loose,  clraii,  dark  colored  sand;  which,  being  loose, 
filled  in  and  .lioko,}  tl,..  aug.T  to  surh  a  ilooav.',  (liat  il  <lrsr.n,lod  only  two  or  three  feet  into  it.  As  the 
borings  were  necessarily  perfonued  through  the  tide  water  on  tlie  Hats,  the  character  of  the  strata,  either 
for  the  passage  or  stoppage  of  water  through  them,  could  not  be  ascertained.  In  order  to  g-et  at  a  know- 
ledge of  these  parts,  a  log,  30  feet  long,  was  bored  with  a  4-iiieli  bit,  so  that  the  ground  auger  might  pass 
through  it.  It  was  shod  with  a  conical  hoop  on  the  lower  tuid,  and  driven  as  far  as  possible  with  a  pile 
engine,  at  (lie  )ioint  ??(  ou  the  plan,  and  descended  about  27  feet  below  high  water,  and  nearly  through 
the  couiiiait,  clayey  sand  before  mentioned.  After  taking  out  the  mud  with  the  auger,  most  of  "the  water 
being  also  lirouglit  up  with  it,  the  boring  descended  with  the  compact  sand  and  clay,  without  any  water 
ascending  from  the  end  of  the  log  through  the  remainder  of  the  stratum.  But  when,  by  continuing  the 
boring,  this  was  passed,  and  the  auger  entered  the  lower  bed  of  clean,  dark  colored  sand,  fresh  water 
instantly  rose,  and  filled  the  log  to  within  two  or  three  feet  of  hi,gh  water.  A  copper  tube,  about  three 
inches  diameter  and  four  or  five  feet  long,  with  a  wire  bail  handle  at  the  top  and  a  valve  at  the  bottom, 
was  made  use  of  to  draw  the  water  from  the  log,  and,  after  two  or  three  men  had  worked  fast,  by  turns, 
for  about  twenty  minutes,  the  water  in  the  log  had  settled  only  eight  inches.  The  next  morning,  how- 
ever, the  water  being  ni'arly  cleai-,  and  fpiite  fresh,  was  taken  out,  by  the  same  process,  in  a  few  minutes, 
the  water  rising  very  slowly  after  the  bailing  ceased. 

This  stratum  of  sand,  wliieh  fuinislies  such  a  copious  supply  of  fresh  water,  is  probably  the  same 
from  which  llie  dilTereut  wells  are  lilled.  I'liere  are  six  wells  in  the  yard,  as  indicated  on  the  plan.  That  at 
the  eouiuiaudant's  house  is  lil'ty-tliree  feet  deep,  and  has  four  feet  of  water,  and  all  of  them,  though  of 
diO'erent  depths  from  the  suriaee  of  the  ground,  have  the  water  nearly  level  with  high  tide.  Their'rela- 
tive  depths,  from  llie  ground,  depths  of  \\ater,  \c.,  are  exhibited  on  the  plan.  From'these  facts,  and  the 
experiments  made  on  llie  log,  it  is  natural  to  eouclude  that  this  stratum  of  sand,  or  other  layer  which 
supplies  the  wells  with  water,  dips,  on  advaiieiug  from  the  high  ground,  or  what  was  formerly  high 
ground,  towards  the  Hals,  and  there  niruislies.  al  llie  depth  of  thu'ty  feet  below  level,  the  fresh  waiter  we 
discovered.     Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  bottom  on  which  the  dock  must  be  founded. 
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it  is  best  in  the  yard;  and  probably  will  be  attended  with  no  greater  difficulties  than  are  to  bo  encoun- 
tered at  Charlestown  or  Norfolk.  This  position  will  give  an  extension  to  the  yard;  and  the  filling  of  the 
flats,  beyond  that  which  will  be  obtained  by  the  excavation,  may  be  effected  at  a  cheap  rate  from  the  hills 
in  Brooklyn,  immediately  adjoining  the  yard.  Placing  tlie  dock  here,  will  leave  the  wharf  free  for  ships 
to  haul  to',  for  refitting,  repairing,  &c.,  and  prevent  all  interference  with  the  operation  of  building  at  the 
ship  houses. 

GOSPORT   NAVY   YARD,  VIRGINIA. 

The  most  eligible  site  for  a  dry  dock  in  this  yard  is  at  the  south  end,  near  the  commandant's  house- 
On  the  plan  are  represented  the  points  and  lines  of  examination;  the  depths  of  boring  and  the  kinds  of 
soils  being  given  on  the  profiles.  This  spot  was  selected  on  account  of  its  being  the  most  southerly  part  ■ 
of  the  yard,\vhere  deep  water  is  found  on  a  line  with  the  present  wharf;  and  because,  at  any  other  point, 
either  between  the  ship  houses  or  north  of  them,  much  inconvenience  would  result  to  the  operations  of 
the  yard.  Should  the  government  make  purchases  outside  of  the  north  boundary,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  continue  the  line  of  wharf  or  quay  wall  straight,  where  a  convenient  and  suitable  place  would  be  thus 
aiforded  for  hauling  ships  to,  for  fitting  out,  or  for  such  repairs  as  do  not  require  the  use  of  a  dock.  An 
inspection  of  the  plan,  guided  by  the  i-cale  on  which  it  is  made,  will  show  that  no  room  between  the 
ship  houses  is  attainable,  without  exposure,  in  case  of  fire,  and  a  very  crowded  and  narrow  space  around 
the  dock;  the  distance  between  the  old  ship  house  and  the  one  now  building  being  one  hundred  and  ninety 
feet.  On  the  north  of  the  old  house,  it  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  to  the  north  line.  Here  would 
be  room  for  a  dock;  but,  if  the  yard  conies  to  be  extended  further  north,  the  position  of  the  dock  there 
will  always  be  i»n  inconvenient  obstruction  to  a  free  passage  along  the  yard. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  diflerence  in  the  nature  of  the  soil  along  the  shore  of  the  river,  nor 
even  in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  all  alluvial.  Towards  the  north  the  shore  is  steep,  and  deep  water  is 
found  at  the  foot  of  the  sandy  banks.  At  the  proposed  site,  and  south  of  it,  the  flats  are  extensive,  com- 
posed of  deep,  soft  mud;  and  the  deposit  here  has  probalily  been  nccasioned  by  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
behind  the  commandant's  house  opening  into  a  wide  cove,  which  orininully  extended  from  the  natural  bank 
of  the  river,  now  occupied  by  the  yard,  to  the  point  of  land  at  the  aluitmentof  the  bridge  near  the  hospital. 
The  upland  soil,  however,  is  the  same  everywhere;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  same  strata  of  claj^ 
sand,  &c  ,  would  be  found  at  nearly  the  same  depths  below  low  water,  whether  on  the  flats  or  plains  above. 
The  whole  upper  stratum  of  sand  composing  the  soil  in  the  vicinity  appears  to  be  saturated  with  water; 
and  on  boring  in  the  front  yard  of  the  commandant's  house,  and  on  the  east  side  of  it,  fresh  water  filled 
the  holes  to  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the  surface,  or  a  little  above  high  water  mark.  Upon  leveling  and 
sounding  the  wells  in  the  yard,  the  water  seems  to  stand  nearlj'  on  the  same  level:  four  of  them  having 
the  surface  of  water  from  four  and  a  half  to  six  feet  above  high  tide;  the  well  at  the  commandant's  house 
being  only  about  six  inches  above  the  tide.  The  depths  and  relative  heights  of  water  in  the  wells,  com- 
pared with  the  tide,  may  be  seen  in  one  corner  of  the  plan. 

At  all  the  yards,  after  selecting  the  ground  for  the  proposed  dock,  a  line  nearly  in  the  direction  of 
its  axis,  extending  nearly  three  or  four  hundred  feet,  was  marked  off  by  stakes  fifty  feet  apart,  and  aline 
marked  in  the  same  manner  was  laid  out  at  u  distance  of  fifty  feet  on  each  s'ide,  parallel  with  the  first. 
The  depth  of  water  below,  or  the  height  of  ground  above  level  of  high  water,  was  taken  at  all  those  points. 
It  was  also  intended,  at  each  point,  by  sounding  with  rods,  and  by  using  the  auger,  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber and  nature  of  the  different  strata  to  the  required  depth  of  the  excavation.  But  the  rod  proved  inef- 
fectual to  any  considerable  depth  below  the  mud,  and  the  auger  could  not,  by  the  falling  in  of  the  sand 
and  other  substances,  bo  carried  so  deep  as  was  desired.  The  difficulty  was  also  much  increased  by  the 
water  through  which  the  boring  was  carried  on.  The  process  of  boring  was  very  slow  in  most  cases, 
and  to  have  accomplished  it,  as  at  first  intended,  would  have  required  much  longer  time  than  circumstances 
allowed.  On  each,  therefore,  the  borings  and  soundings  were  attempted  at  every  hundred  feet;  but  so 
that  those  on  the  middle  line  should  be  opposite  the  middle  point,  between  the  trials  on  the  side  lines.  It 
was  socm  found  necessary  to  curtail  this  labcn-,  and  the  principal  trials  were  made,  in  some  cases,  on  one 
line  only,  as  may  be  understood  by  the  profiles,  where  the  strata  are  represented  as  ascertained  by  the 
boring.  Enough,  however,  was  eflected  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  bottom.  Thus,  at  the  proposed 
site  at  Portsmouth,  the  upper  stratum  is  principally  clay;  under  this,  sand,  to  a  thin  bed  of  gravel,  which 
lies  immediately  upon  the  rock,  wherever  the  last  was  reached  by  the  auger.  At  some  points  this  gravel 
stopped  the  boring,  and,  as  it  had  the  same  character  as  that  which  was  passed  on  reaching  the  rock,  it 
was  concluded  that  rock  was  just  below  it;  and  upon  this  supposition  the  rock  is  so  represented  on  the 
profiles.  The  trials  here  were  mostly  confined  to  the  middle  line.  Rock  was  found,  either  by  digging, 
boring,  or  sounding  with  the  rod,  at  the  points  of  examination  east  of  the  ship  house  No  1,  as  given  on 
the  profile,  except  three  or  four  places  in  the  channels,  where  the  rod  did  not  pass  the  clay. 

At  Charlestown  the  excavation  will  be  wholly  in  sand  or  gravel,  with  some  clay.  At  Brooklyn  the 
borings  were  made  as  pointed  out  before,  and  there  is  no  indication  in  any  of  them  that  other  substances 
than  those  brought  up  in  the  auger  will  be  found;  and  these  were  soft  mud,  sand  mixed  with  clay,  and 
pure  s:ind.  The  examinations  were  made  in  the  same  manner  at  Gosport.  On  the  flats,  where  the  water 
was  tliri'o  feet  ilic)!  at  high  tide,  the  mud  was  twelve  feet  deep,  to  sand;  thence  the  boring  was  sunk  to  39 
feet  below  level,  tlie  last  nine  feet  being  clay,  and  the  intermediate  stratum  either  yellow  sand,  or  sand 
mixed  with  clay.  Near  the  channel,  under  10  feet  depth  of  water,  the  auger  was  easily  pushed  38  feet 
through  mud;  and  by  boring  four  or  five  feet  through  clay,  and  into  a  mixture  of  sand  and  clay,  the 
sounding  reached  a  deptli  of  52  feet. 

In  the  yard  nf  flir  (•oinniinandant's  house,  and  at  tlu^  other  )H>iiit  outside  of  the  fence,  the  borings 
were  sunk,  but  witli  threat  dillirulty,  to  40  and  42  feet  deptli  Ih'Idw  the  gnmnd.  In  the  first,  sand  and 
clay  were  fouml,  and  the  lowest  stratum  was  dark  sand.  Simihir  kinds  of  earth  were  also  brought  up, 
and  the  boring  ended  in  clay  outside  the  yard.  In  the  last  two  holes  fresh  water  was  soon  met  with, 
and  it  generally  stood  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  a  little  above  high  water 
mark.  At  Portsmouth  the  rock  is  found  in  irregular  masses,  loose  or  full  of  fissures,  through  which 
spring  water  passes  copiously,  in  excavating  a  few  feet  below  the  surface.  There  are  some  springs  issuing 
at  the  shore,  a  little  above  high  water,  and  the  wells  are  sunk  in  the  rock.  Upon  descending  to  a  depth 
sufficient  to  found  a  dock,  it  may  be  expected  that  water  will  flow  in  abundantly.  At  the  other  yards 
this  embarrassment  will  ))robably  be  greater. 

The  general  result,  therefore,  of  all  the  examinations  is:    First,  that  at  Portsmouth,  the  work  will  be 
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founded  on  rock,  without  piling;  at  Ciiarleston,  the  foundation  will  rest  on  sand,  gravel  or  clay;  at 
Brooklyn  and  Goaport,  ou  sand;  and  that  foundation  piles  must  be  used  at  the  three  last  yards.  Second, 
that  clay,  sand  and  rock  will  constitute  the  excavation  at  Portsmouth;  at  Charleston,  sand  and  gravel, 
with  clay;  and  Brooklyn  and  Gosport,  soft  mud,  sand  of  various  kinds,  with  some  clay,  either  pure  or 
mixed  with  sand.  Third,  that  ample  provision  must  be  made  for  draining  the  works,  as  the  water  will 
come  in  from  the  land  springs  in  great  abundance,  besides  that  which  may  be  expected  from  an  imperfect 
defence  against  the  tide. 

DE.'5CRIPTI0N    OF    THE    DOCK. 

Drawings  Nos.  5  and  6  represent  the  plan,  sections,  gates,  &c.,  of  the  dock,  from  which  the  mode  of 
building  and  dimensions  of  the  rock  will  be  understood,  and,  with  the  following  general  description,  is  all 
that  will  be  necessary  previous  to  the  estimate.  The  whole  length  of  the  dock  floor,  or  foundation,  will 
be  as  follows: 

Feet. 

From  the  sea  to  beginning  of  curved  walls  of  entrance .' 6 

Thence,  to  the  shoulders  for  floating  gates 13 

Thence,  to  beginning  of  recesses  for  turning  gates   8 

Feet. 

Tlience,  to  point  of  mitre  sill 23 

Thence,  to  line  of  heel  posts  of  turning  gate 15 

38 

The  bottom  and  side  walls  being  curved  to  guttei-% 18 

Thence,  to  the  face  of  return  walls,  at  foot  of  dock 4 

Thence,  to  centre  of  semicircular  head  of  dock 206 

Thence,  to  head  of  dock  within  the  coping,  being  the  radius  of  the  head 43 

Thence,  to  extreme  end  of  bushing,  at  head 5 

Total  length  of  floor 341 

The  breadth  is  100  feet,  and  341X100=34,100  square  feet,  for  the  whole  area  of  the  floor,  which  is 
to  rest  on  a  piled  foundation,  for  Charleston,  Gosport  and  Brooklyn.  Across  the  floor  are  to  be  driven 
rows  of  piles,  parallel  with  each  other,  and  three  feet  apart  between  their  centres;  the  piles  in  each  row  to 
be  also  three  feet  from  centre  to  centre;  an  additional  row  of  piles,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  dock, 
and  under  the  keel,  is  also  to  be  driven,  for  the  distance  of  200  feet,  so  that  the  middle  of  this  line  will 
be  18  inches  from  the  centre  line  of  the  row  on  each  side.  Additional  cross  rows  will  be  driven  under 
the  gates.  The  piles  to  be,  ou  an  average,  20  feet  long,  and  10  or  12  inches  diameter  at  one-third  from 
tlie  large  end. 

Cross-timbers,  or  mud-sills,  one  foot  square,  to  be  placed  on  the  piles,  and  under  the  middle  of  the 
dock;  the  heads  of  the  piles  to  be  connected  with  the  sills  by  dovetailed  mortises  and  tenons;  the  whole 
of  the  space  under  the  sills,  round  the  piles,  and  between  the  sills,  to  be  filled,  level  with  their  upper 
surfaces,  with  broken  stones,  well  rammed,  to  an  average  depth  of  one  foot  nine  inches  under  the  whole 
floor.  Over  this  course  of  sills  is  to  be  laid  a  firm,  tight  floor,  of  well-jointed  three  inch  plank,  closely 
secured  with  spikes  or  tree-nails.  Another  course  of  floor  timbers  is  next  to  be  laid  on  this  planking, 
directly  over  the  sills,  one  foot  thick,  and  one  foot  four  inches  high.  Strong  tree-nails  or  copper  bolts, 
to  be  driven,  through  this  course  of  timbers  and  the  lower  planking,  into  the  sills,  and  the  intermediate 
spaces  of  two  feet  wide  to  be  filled  in  with  stone  masonry  or  brick  work,  laid  in  cement,  so  that  the 
upper  surface  shall  be  flush  with  the  tops  of  the  floor  timbers.  This  course  of  timbers  to  be  covered  with 
well-jointed  three  inch  plank,  like  the  first,  and  spiked  or  tree-nailed,  and  upon  this  floor  the  masonry  of 
the  dock  to  be  commenced. 

Eound  the  whole  exterior  boundary  of  the  floor  runs  a  line  of  four-inch  sheet  piling,  fifteen  feet  long 
on  an  average,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  passage  of  water  under  the  floor;  and  to  stop  its  admis- 
sion between  the  two  courses  of  floor  plank,- under  the  gates  and  crossing  the  dock,  are  to  be  similar  lines 
of  sheet  piles,  connected  with  the  side  sheeting,  and  well  secured  to  the  additional  cross  sills  and  timbers, 
as  represented  on  the  sections. 

Tlie  general  interior  structure  of  the  dock  will  bo  (liis:  The  stone  floor  to  be  30  feet  wide  between 
the  first  altars,  and  at  the  lower  end  at  the  dischargiiij;'  i^utlcv;  tlie  whole  masonry  to  be  4i  feet  deep  on 
the  floor.  From  this  end,  the  ascent  to  the  centre  circular  iicad  is  1  foot  3  inches  in  a  distance  of  206 
feet,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  under  the  blocks,  runs  a  gutter  1  foot  wide,  for  leading  the  water 
to  the  discharging  gutter.  From  the  bottom  of  the  dock  rises,  on  each  side,  a  flight  of  steps  or  altars,  as 
follows:  The  first  altar  is  1  foot  3  inches  high  at  the  foot,  and,  being  horizontal,  its  upper  surface  comes 
level  with  the  floor  at  the  head,  having  a  breadth  of  3  feet.  The  second  also  rises  1  foot  3  inches,  with  2 
feet  width;  the  3d  and  4th  have  a  rise  of  1  foot  each,  and  are  2  feet  wide.  The  5th  rises  1  foot,  and  is  4 
feet  wide,  forming  the  first  broad  altar  or  gangway,  and  is  5  feet  6  inches  above  the  floor.  The  6th,  7th 
and  8th  altars  have  each  a  rise  of  3  feet;  the  6th  and  1th,  a  width  of  2  feet  6  inches,  and  the  8th  is  4  feet 
wide,  making  the  second  gangway.  From  this  second  broad  altar  the  rise  is  12  feet,  by  3  steps  of  4  feet 
rise  and  2  feet  breadth  each;  from  the  last  of  which,  the  rise  is  4  feet  to  the  top  of  the  coping,  thus 
giving  30  feet  6  inches  depth,  from  the  coping  to  the  floor  of  the  dock,  and  86  feet  interior  width  at  top, 
between  the  faces  of  the  coping.  The  semicircular  head,  except  where  interrupted  by  the  stairs  and  slips, 
is  formed  with  altars,  having  rises  and  breadths  corresponding  with  those  above  described.  At  the  liead 
of  the  dock,  and  descending  on  a  line  with  its  axis,  is  a  set  of  slips  6  feet  wide,  for  passing  down  timber, 
plank  or  other  materials,  to  eitiier  of  the  gangways  or  to  the  bottom.  Parallel  with  these,  and  on  each 
side,  there  is  a  double  set  of  slips,  one  descending  to  the  upper  gangway,  and  on  the  same  line  with 
it,  and  the  other  for  the  lower  gangway,  and  on  the  same  line;  the  horizontal  distance  between 
them,  equal  to  the  breadth  of  the  two  intermediate  altars,  is  occupied  by  a  flight  of  stairs,  five  feet 
wide  each,  which  aff"ords  an  easy  descent  to  either  gangway,  and  by  a  return  from  the  lower  gangway, 
at  the  foot  of  tliese  stairs,  another  short  flight  leads  to  the  floor.  On  the  middle  of  each  side,  and  beliind 
the   coping,  is  a  flight  of  stairs  5  feet  wide,  which  conducts  to   a  platform   or  landing  9  feet  below  the 
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coping;  and  by  a  return  from  tliis  landing,  a  convenient  descent  is  obtained  by  stairs  to  the  upper  gang- 
way. A  similar  flight  of  stairs  at  the  foot,  on  each  side  of  the  dock,  leads  to  the-  same  gangway,  from 
which  stairs  continue  to  the  bottom. 

The  side  walls  and  bottom  of  that  part  of  the  entrance  between  the  foot  of  the  dock  and  the  turning 
gate  posts,  have  a  curvilenear  form,  the  first  formed  to  a  course  of  60  feet  radius,  with  the  centre  at  the 
top  of  the  coping  on  the  opposite  wall;  and  both  these  curves  of  the  side  walls  end  at  22  feet  below  the 
upper  horizontal  line  of  the  coping.  Between  these  points,  the  bottom  has  a  curvature  of  48  feet  radius. 
From  the  heel  posts  to  the  end  of  the  gate  recesses,  38  feet,  the  walls  have  a  horizontal  curvature  con- 
formable to  the  curve  of  the  gates,  with  perpendicular  faces.  In  this  space,  the  mitre  sill,  and  floor  over 
which  the  gates  swing,  are  horizontal,  the  former  being  1  foot  6  inches  above  the  latter.  The  side  walls 
of  that  of  the  entrance,  extending  8  feet  from  the  recesses  to  the  shoulder  which  is  to  support  the  floating 
gate,  are  curved  from  a  radius  of  60  feet,  like  those  before  described;  but  the  curves  are  continued  lower, 
so  as  to  terminate  at  29  feet  below  the  horizontal  line  of  the  coping,  and  the  floor  here  is  level  between 
the  feet  of  the  interior  faces  of  the  side  walls.  The  shoulder  of  the  recess  for  the  floating  gate  is'l  foot 
3  inches  wide  at  the  sides  and  bottom,  both  of  which,  for  the  distance  of  13  feet,  are  formed  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  former,  but  the  radius  of  the  side  walls,  from  the  same  centre,  is  61  feet  3  inches.  The 
discharging  gutter  at  the  foot  of  the  dock  is  continued,  through  the  masonry  of  the  return  walls,  in  arched 
culverts  2  feet  wide  and  4  feet  high,  on  each  side,  extending  40  feet  from  the  axis  of  the  dock.  Here  the 
water  will  be  discharged  into  side  circular  culverts,  each  5  feet  interior  diameter,  and  extending  244 
feet  to  a  reservoir  constructed  in  the  masonry,  under  the  head  of  the  dock.  The  axes  of  these  culverts 
are  parallel  with  and  40  feet  from  the  middle  line  of  the  dock,  and  tliey  will  have  a  descent  of  1  foot  to 
the  reservoir.  The  reservoir  is  85  feet  long;  under  and  across  the  head  to  be  9  feet  wide,  with  a  semi- 
circiilar  arch,  and  side  walls  7  feet  high  to  the  springing  of  the  arch.  Into  this  reservoir  the  water  will 
be  drained  by  the  gutters  and  side  culverts,  to  be  afterwards  lifted  by  pumps.  Along  the  basking 
masonry  of  the  side  walls  of  the  entrance  are  to  be  constructed  2  filling  culverts,  one  on  each  side,  40 
feet  from  the  middle  line,  3  feet  in  diameter,  with  their  axes  ten  feet  above  the  wooden  floor.  Tliey  will 
open  from  the  tide  water  in  the  exterior  face  of  the  wing  walls,  and  extend  84  feet  to  square  well  rooms, 
constructed  at  the  beginning  of  the  discharging  culverts. 

All  the  faces  of  the  interior  masonry  of  the  floor  and  altars,  the  faces  of  the  entrance  and  wing  walls, 
and  bottom  of  the  entrance,  to  be  of  hammered  stone  work,  laid  in  cement.  The  bottom  courses  of 
masonry  over  the  whole  floor,  about  1|  feet  in  depth,  as  well  as  1|  feet  thickness,  round  the  whole  exte- 
rior basking  of  the  dock  and  entrance,  to  be  laid  in  cement  also. 

Materiah  for  the  foundation,  floor,  and  masonry. 

Number  of  piles  lengthwise  of  the  dock  and  entrance,  with  additional  piles  at  the  cross  sheet  piling,  in 

each  row 120 

Number  of  piles  in  each  cross  row 34 

120X34=  4,080 
For  additional  row  under  the  keel 10 

4,150 
Add  for  waste  and  loss,  10  per  cent.  = 415 

Total  of  foundation  piles  for  dock  and  entrance 4,565 

Cubic  feet.  Tons.  Tons. 
2fud  sills,  120,  and  100  feet  long,  1  foot  square,  = 12,000  =  300 

Waste  and  loss,  10  per  cent 1,200  =    30  =  330 

Upper  floor  trmbers,  120  and  100  feet  long,  1  foot  by  1.33—120X100X1-33= 16,000  =  400 

Waste  and  loss,  10  per  cent.  = 1,600  =    40  =  440 

Total  of  sills  and  floor  timbers  = 30,800  =  770 

Lower  floor  plank,  in  square  feet,  board  measure 341X100X3^102,300 

Upper  floor,  the  same 102,300 

204,600 
Waste  and  loss,  20  per  cent 40,920 

Total  of  3  inch  floor  plank,  in  board  measure  = 245,520 

Plank  for  nheet  piling,    4   inches   thick,   and   average  length   15   feet,   1,082X15X4=  square 

feet,  board  measure 64,920 

Waste  20  per  cent 12,984 

Total  of  sheet  piling 77,904 

Perches.  Cub.  yds 
Stone  filling  under  the  floor. — This  will  be  equal  to  the  area  of  the  floor,  and  an  average 

depth  of  1  foot  9  inches  (341X100X1-75) -^24,75  =  amount  of  dry  stone  work ..    2,411     2,210 

Masonry  of  floor  in  cement. — The  spaces  between  the  upper  floor  timbers  to  be  filled  with 
masonry  to  be  laid  in  cement,  each  space  2  feet  wide,  100  long,  1.33  deep,  and  113 
spaces,'  (100  X  2X1.33 X  113)-h24.75= 1,214     1,113 
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Piles  and  floor  for  laing  ivalls. 

The  wing  walls  are  proposed  to  extend  100  feet  from  the  entrance,  each  waj%  or  80  feet  from  the 
side  of  the  dock  floor;   to  rise  29  feet;    10  feet  wide  at  bottom,  6  at  top,  under  the  coping,  with  the  back 
perpendicular,  and  to  batter  4  feet  on  the  face;  counter-posts  5  by  4,  to  rise  perpendicular,  and  at  16  feet 
central  distance. 
Foundation  piles,  similar  to  dock  piles 355 

Waste,  10  per  cent 35 


Total  number  of  piles 390 

Floor  timbers,  1  foot  square  on  the  piles,  = 1,600  cubic  feet. 

Waste,  10  per  cent 160  cubic  feet. 

Total  of  floor  timbers 1,760  square  feet,  44  tons. 


Floor  planlc,  for  covering  the  timbers,  4  inches  thick,  equal,  in  board  measure 7 ,  680 

Waste,  20  per  cent 1 ,  536 


Total  floor  plank. 


Filling  ivith  stones,  rammed,  under  plank  floor,  averaging  depth  of  two  feet  =  3,840  cubic 

feet  ^155  perches. 
Bricks. — The  reservoir,  with  the  discharging  and  filling,  will  be  laid  the  thickness  of  two 

bricks  in  length,  and  will  require  for  the  reservoir 99,025 

For  two  discharging  culverts 325,725 

For  two  filling  culverts 76,750 


Total  number  of  bricks 501,500 

Amount  of  stone  masonry  when  laid. 

Cubic  feet.  Perehcs.        Cubic  yards. 

Whole  amount  of  masonry  in  dock,  over  returns,  at  the  foot 381,911  =  15,432  =  14,145 

In  walls  and  bottom  of  entrance 114,806  ==     4,638  =     4,252 

In  wing  walls,  80  feet  long  each 43,769=     1,768=     1,621 

For  coping  on  wing  walls,  returns  at  the  foot  of  the  dock,  at  the  stairs, 

slips,  &c 3,600=        145=        133 


544,086  =  21,983  =  20,151 
Deduct  space  occupied  by  the  reservoir  and  culverts 37,353  =     1,510  =     1,383 

Total  of  hammered  and  rough  masonry 506,733  =  20,473  =  18, 768 

Account  of  hammered  stone  masonry  in  cubic  feet,  with  hammered  surface  in  square  feet. 


Bottom,  or  floor  of  dock 

Altars 

Coping  of  dock  above  returns  at  foot 

Slips   

Stairs,  and  additional  platforms 

Face  of  curved  walls  and  curved  bottom,  within  turning  gates    .  . . 

Mitre  sill 

Floor  and  walls  in  front  of  turning  gates 

Bottom  and  side  walls,  inside  of  floating  gates 

Bottom  and  side  walls,  outside  of  floating  gates 

Coping  on  wing  walls,  returns  at  foot  of  dock,  at  stairs,  slips,  &c. 

Wing  walls 

Floor  of  reservoir 


Jubio  feet. 

Square  ft. 

20,410 

44,040 

44,533 

91,. 528 

2,520 

5,460 

784 

1,726 

1,198 

3,438 

5,001 

10,494 

1,566 

3,570 

10,052 

21,330 

4,070 

5,636 

3,877 

6,120 

3,600 

12,500 

12,000 

18,096 

957 

1,850 

Total  of  hammered  masonry 


Of  the  above  masonry,  the  following  is  to  be  laid  in  cement: 

Cubic  feet.  Perches.  Cubic  yards. 

All  the  hammered  masonry 110,568  4,467  4,095 

Foundation  courses,  1|  feet  thick,  over  the  whole  floor 51, 150  2,066  1,894 

Backing  outside,  I^  feet  thick,  round  both  sides  of  dock  and  entrance,  and 

head  of  dock 20,460  827  758 


Total  masonry  in  cement 182,178=    7,360=    6,747 

Total  rough  in  common  lime 324,555^  13,113  =  12,021 

Total  of  stone  masonry 606,733  =  20,473=  18,768 
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Prices  of  labor,  materials,  &c.,  at  the  yards. — While  engaged  in  the  surveys  of  the  diiferent  yards,  I 
made  many  inquiries  relating  to  the  wages  generally  paid  fur  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  masons,  and  com- 
mon laborers,  as  well  as  for  the  kinds  of  lumber  wanted  for  tlie  work,  either  piles,  plank,  or  square  pine 
timber.  The  result  is  exhibited  in  the  following  table,  where  you  will  perceive  that  little  or  no  difference 
exists  in  the  day  wages  of  workmen  therein  named.  The  common  kinds  of  timber  and  plank  will  probably 
be  supplied  at  so  nearly  the  same  prices,  in  all  the  yards,  that  little  difference,  on  this  account,  or  the 
price  of  labor,  will  be  made  in  the  estimates  hereafter  stated.  Lime,  cement,  bricks,  and  probably  sand, 
will  also  require  no  other  discrimination  than  what  arises  from  the  difference  of  freight  on  the  two  first. 
As  to  bricks,  the  whole  cost  is  small,  and  as  those  which  would  be  called  good  in  one  place,  would  not 
be  considered  so  in  another,  and  as  they  would  -cost  about  the  same  at  all  the  yards,  if  burnt  hard  for 
this  work,  no  notice  of  the  variation  in  prices  need  be  taken;  and  upon  the  whole,  there  does  not  appear 
any  reason  for  estimating  upon  different  values  at  the  yards,  excepting  in  lime,  cement,  and  the  stone.  . 

In  the  vicinity  of  Portsmouth,  on  the  Piscataqua  river  and  its  branches,  are  found  abundant  masses 
of  granite  or  gniess,  which  would  afford  a  sufiScient  supply  of  good  stones  for  rough  masonry,  and  many 
for  the  hammered  work.  At  Durham,  nine  or  ten  miles  above  Portsmouth,  there  are  several  quarries, 
and  one  has  recently  been  opened  where  suitable  stone  may  be  procured.  I  visited  Durham  to  see  .the 
quarries,  and  consult  Mr.  Matthews,  who,  with  his  brother,  has  been  occupied  in  procuring  stone.  They 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  business,  a,nd  upon  describing  the  nature  of  the  contemplated  work,  and  the 
kind  and  dimensions  of  the  stones  that  would  be  wanted,  he  informed  me  that,  taking  the  hammered  and 
rough  stones  together,  they  could  be  delivered  for  about  three  dollars  a  perch.  Stones  may  also  be  pro- 
cured from  Sandy  Bay  and  Cape  Ann,  as  well  as  from  the  Quincy  quarries;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
stones  of  a  magnitude  and  form  for  the  hammered  work  could  be  so  well  obtained  from  any  place  as  from 
Quincy. 

Inquiries  of  the  same  kind  have  been  made,  as  to  the  means  of  procuring  proper  stones  for  the  work 
at  Charlestown.  At  Quincy,  Braintree  and  Weymouth,  distant  eight  or  ten  miles,  are  immense  masses 
of  granite,  or,  more  properly,  sienite.  Great  quantities  are  brought  to  Boston  for  building  stores,  ware- 
houses, and  especially  for  cellar  walls,  &c.  It  abounds  principally  in  Quincy,  and  hence  this  kind  of 
stone,  brought  either  from  that  town  or  those  adjoining,  is  usually  called  Quincy  granite.  A  company 
has  recently  been  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  "Quincy  Granite  Railway  Company,"  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing,  on  an  extensive  scale,  this  excellent  material  for  building.  Within  the  last  year  they  have 
constructed,  and  have  now  in  successful  operation,  a  railway  three  miles  long,  for  bringing  the  stones 
from  the  quarry  to  a  good  landing  pier,  at  tide  water,  and  they  have  lately  purchased  a  steamboat  for 
transporting  stones  with  certainty  and  dispatch  to  Boston  and  vicinity.  The  railway  passes  near  the 
foot  of  almost  perpendicular  ledges  of  this  rock,  of  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  extends  up 
to  the  base  of  another  hill  still  higher,  composed  of  one  entire  mass,  from  either  of  which  solid,  homoge- 
neous, rectangular  blocks  may  be  split,  for  columns  of  any  magnitude,  and  of  many  tons  weight,  for  other 
purposes. 

I  went  to  examine  the  railway  and  quarries,  since  my  return  from  Norfolk,  with  Colonel  T.  H.  Per- 
kins, the  principal  owner,  and  president  of  the  company,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  ledges,  the  probable 
effect  of  the  railway,  and  other  works  connected  with  the  establishment,  and  to  see  what  kind  of  stone 
for  the  dock  could  be  procured  there.  From  this  view,  and  the  information  obligingly  communicated  by 
Colonel  Perkins,  I  believe  that  no  place  in  the  United  States  offers  so  many  facilities  for  procuring  proper 
stone  for  great  public  works  as  the  Quincy  quarries,  and  none  where  they  can  be  furnished  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  from  this  company's  ledges.  Colonel  Perkins  informs  me  that  their  company  would  probably 
agree  to  deliver  all  the  stones,  both  for  the  hammered  and  rough  masonry,  at  Charlestown,  for  three 
dollars  twenty-five  cents  the  perch,  as  it  should  measure  when  laid.  But  I  have  no  doubt  they  can  be 
procured  at  a  lower  rate. 

During  the  last  summer  I  had  occasion  to  ascertain  the  price  of  the  kind  of  stone  for  building  ten 
sea  sluices,  twenty  feet  wide  each,  at  the  dam  to  be  erected  at  Salem,  for  tide  water  mill  power.  All 
the  fall  stones  for  the  piers  and  abutments  were  to  be  large,  with  hammered  joints,  and  laid  in  cement. 
I  found  that  stones,  both  for  the  hammered  and  rough  work,  taken  together,  could  be  delivered  for  $2.50 
per  perch;  and  upon  this  information,  I  received  proposals  from  one  of  the  best  stonemasons  in  this 
State,  for  finding  all  the  materials,  and  hammering  and  laying  all  the  masomy  of  the  sluices,  at  a  certain 
sum  for  the  whole.  Hence,  I  think  it  safe  to  conclude  that  suitable  stones  for  both  kinds  of  masonry 
may  be  had  at  Charlestown  for  three  dollars  per  perch. 

No  good  stones  for  this  work  are  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York.  Those  used  in  building 
a  wall  at  the  poor-house,  in  Brooklyn,  are  carried  from  Haddam,  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  cost  about 
three  dollars  per  perch  of  24.75  cubic  feet.  They  are  irregular  in  form,  very  hard,  and  do  not  split 
easily  in  any  direction,  but  would  answer  for  the  rough  masonry.  The  same  kind  is  employed  in 
building  Fort  Lafayette.  Freestone,  or  sandstone,  siich  as  is  seen  in  the  Battery  wall,  in  the  Castle  at 
New  York,  and  marble,  of  which  the  new  Exchange  is  built,  are  all  unsuitable  for  a  dock.  That  in  the 
Battery  was  brought  from  Chatham,  on  the  Connecticut  river;  the  Castle  stone  from  Nyack,  on  the  North 
river;  and  the  marble  from  the  quarries  at  Sing  Sing.  The  last,  if  not  too  dear,  would  make  good  work 
for  the  hammered  stones,  except  the  altars  and  bottom  of  the  dock;  and  the  other  kinds  may  be  employed 
in  the  backing  or  rough  masonry.  The  rough  stones  will  cost  about  the  same  as  at  Charlestown,  but  all 
the  hammered  work  I  estimate  from  the  Quincy  quarries. 

Good  stones  for  rough  masonry  may  be  obtained  at  Gosport,  at  about  three  dollars  the  perch,  when 
laid.  Some  of  this  kind  are  now  delivered  at  the  navy  yard,  for  the  foundation  of  the  new  ship  house,  on 
contract,  from  the  Goldsborough  quarry,  on  the  Susquehanna,  near  Havre  de  Grace,  at  $3.12|  per  perch. 
Many  of  the  stones  are  large,  and  would  make  good  hammered  work;  but  they  appear  to  come  out  of  the 
quarry  in  layers  of  irregular  thickness,  like  gniess;  do  not  split  well;  are  verj' hard  to  hammer;  and 
could  not  be  obtained  and  worked  into  blocks  of  suflBcient  size  for  the  proposed  dock.  I  visited  the  two 
locks  at  the  north  end  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  in  company  with  Mr.  Parks,  who  superintended  the 
building  of  them.  He  informed  me  that  the  sandstone  from  Belleville,  New  Jersey,  of  which  one  of  the 
locks  is  constructed,  costs  sixty  cents  the  cubic  foot  for  the  coping  and  dimension  stones,  and  thirty 
cents  for  the  facing,  both  rough;  and  the  Susquehanna  stone  three  dollars  per  perch.  The  granite  coping 
stone,  fifty  cents  per  cubic  foot,  dressed. 

Before  leaving  Norfolk,  I  visited,  also,  the  extensive  fortifications  now  erecting  at  Old  Point  Comfort 
and  the  Rip  Raps,  to  see  the  kind  of  stone,  and  ascertain  the  prices  of  the  different  materials.     From  the 
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kind  attention  which  Colonel  Gratiot,  the  superintending  engineer,  paid  to  all  my  inquiries,  I  found  that 
the  Susquehanna  granite,  or  gniess,  is  wholly  used  for  the  stone  work,  except  the  dressed  coping  quoins, 
&c.,  which  are  of  freestone,  from  Acquaia  and  Potomac  creeks.  The  coarse  granite  of  the  scarp  settle- 
ment, and  the  piers  of  the  casemates,  are  laid  without  hammering,  and  the  stones  delivered  at  $2.65  per 
perch,  called  twenty -five  cubic  feet,  as  it  measures  when  piled  off  dry  for  that  purpose;  and  that  it  loses 
about  fifteen  per  cent,  when  laid  and  measured  in  the  wall.  It  would,  therefore,  amount  to  three  dollars 
per  perch,  nearly,  in  work.  Some  of  it  is  delivered  in  large  blocks,  but  angular,  and  very  irregular  in 
shape,  and  has  not  the  appearance  of  coming  from  extensive  beds,  but  of  being  taken  out  according  to 
the  natural  fissures  of  the  rock.  The  freestone  is  delivered  for  eight  dollars  a  ton,  called  fifteen  cubic 
feet,  undressed,  but  is  too  soft,  and  wears  and  breaks  too  easily,  for  the  hammered  work  of  the  dock. 
The' whole  stone  masonry  of  the  fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  embracing  the  granite  rough  work  and  the 
dressed  freestone,  including  mortar,  labor,  &c.,  costs  about  $6.50  per  perch. 

In  the  following  estimates,  timber  is  taken  at  forty  cubic  feet  the  ton;  plank  is  cast,  as  board 
measure,  by  the  one  thousand  square  feet,  and  the  perch  of  stone,  or  masonry,  equal  to  24.15  cubic  feet. 


A  table  of  the  ivages  of  workmen  and  price  of  materials,  at  the  dock  yards 
Brooklyn,  and  Gosport. 


Portsmouth,  Charlestown, 


Ports- 
mouth. 


Charles- 
town. 


Brook- 
lyn. 


Gosport. 


Carpenters 

Blacksmith's  foreman. 


Strikers 

Masons 

Splitters,  hammerers,  and  laborers  . 

Common  laborers 

White  oak  timber,  from  12  to  14 
inches  square,  and  30  to  40  feet 
long 

Large  white  oak  timber,  20  to  24 
inches  square,  and  35  feet  long  .  . 

White  oak  plank,  2  to  3  inches  thick, 
25  to  35  feet  long 

Good  sound  hard  or  soft  pine  timber, 
12  to  16  inches  square,  and  25  to 
40  feet  long 

Good  timber  for  piling  foundation, 
round  or  square,  equal  to  1  foot 
square 

Eastern  spruce  for  piling  foundation, 
round  or  square,  equal  to  one  foot 
square 

Pine  piles  for  foundation,  10  to  12 
inches  in  diameter  at  one-third 
from  the  butt,  and  20  feet  long, 
average 

Spruce  piles  for  foundation,  10  to  12 
inches  in  diameter  at  one-third 
from  the  butt,  and  20  feet  long 
average  

Merchantable  pine  plank  or  boards 
1  to  5  inches  thick,   20  to  35  feet 


$1  50 
1  50 


1  00 
1  15 
1  00 


12  00 
15  00 
25  00 

5  50 

6  00 
5  00 


$1  58^ 
1  34 


1  11 

2  00 
1  25 

96 


10  00 
18  00 
25  00 

6  00 

6  00 

4  00 


Same,  clear 

Merchantable  poplar  plank,  clear 

Merchantable  cypress  plank,  clear 

Clear  pine  plank,  4  to  5  inches  thick, 
some  40  feet  long,  and  some  from 
12  to  20,  average 

Clear  poplar  plank 

Clear  cypress  plank 

Good  hard  bricks 

Laying  and  mortar 

New  York  or  Permsylvania  cement. 

Thomastown  lime 


13  00 
20  00 


14  00 
20  00 


4  15 

5  15 

4  15 

4  15 

3  311 

3  311 

1   10 

1  00 

$1  15 
1   15 


1  00 

1  15 

90 

82 


14  00 
18  00 
40  00 

5  20 

5  00 

4  00 


15  00 
18  00 


6  00 
4  50 
3  00 
1  31i 


^1  50 
1  50 


1  00 

1   15 


8  00 

9  60 
25  00 


20  00 
25  00 


20  00 
25  00 
6  50 
4  00 
3  30 
1  311 


Per  day,  highest  price;  lowest 
price,  $1.25,  for  Charles- 
town  average  price. 

Per  day,  highest  price;  lowest 
price,  $1.25,  for  Charles- 
town  average  price. 

Per  day. 

Per  day. 

Per  day. 

Per  day. 


Per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet. 
Per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet. 
Per  1,000  ft.,  board  measure. 


Per  ton. 


Per  running  foot. 


Per  sticli 


Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000,  board  measure. 


Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000,  board  measure. 
Per  1,000. 
Per  1,000. 
Per  cask. 
Per  cask. 
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Coffer  dam. 

It  is  proposed  to  vary  the  form  and  position  of  the  coiFer  dam,  from  the  plan  presented  in  1824,  as 
forows:  Instead  of  running  it  parallel  with  the  dock  on  the  east  side,  over  the  flats,  to  make  a  bank  of 
ear  h  as  high  as  the  coping  of  the  dock,  10  feet  wide  on  the  top,  14  feet  average  height,  with  slopes  of 
1^  ieet  base  to  one  foot  rise,  on  each  side,  producing  an  average  thickness  of  31  feet,  to  be  placed  at  100 
feet  from  the  oast  side  of  the  dock;  the  whole  length,  400  feet,  extending  from  the  old  pier,  near  the 
battery,  to  the  line  of  the  coifer  dam,  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  dock  entrance.  From  the  lower  end  of 
this  embankment  a  coffer  dam,  extending  about  400  feet,  is  to  be  formed  with  an  angle  towards  the 
wharf,  and  uniting  with  it,  as  seen  on  the  plan. 

The  dam  to  be  formed  of  timber  piles,  14  inches  square  and  37  feet  long,  grooved  and  tongued,  and 
driven  in  parallel  rows,  so  that  the  distance  between  the  interior  faces  shall  be  13  feet  8  inches,  and  16 
feet  between  the  outbides.  Three  lines  of  ribbons  to  run  the  whole  extent  on  the  outside  of  each  row, 
viz:  one  on  the  top,  one  as  low  as  it  can  be  placed  at  low  water,  and  the  third  at  an  intermediate  line 
between  them.  At  the  distance  of  five  feet  from  centre  to  centre  are  to  bo  timber  caps,  14  inches  square 
and  20  feet  long,  locked  across  the  top  of  the  dam  and  on  the  upper  ribbons.  Below  these  caps  are  to 
be  iron  tie-bolts,  10  feet  apart,  at  each  line  of  ribbons,  running  through  the  piles  and  ribbons,  and  secured 
by  screws  or  keys  on  the  outside.  They  are  to  be  placed  alternately  in  the  ribbons,  so  that  there  shall 
be  one  tie-bolt  under  each  cap.  The  whole  of  the  coffer  dam  to  be  filled  in  with  good  earth,  rammed, 
and  covered  with  plank  for  a  bridge. 

1.    Coffer  dam  embankment. 

fiSI  dove-tailed  timber  piles 1,742    tons, 

Waste,  10  per  cent 74 1  tons, 

816>  tons,  at  $6  per  ton,  $4,897  20 

Pointing,  grooving,  driving,  &c.,  each  pile,  at  $5 3,435  00 

6  ribbons 43        tons, 

Waste,  10  per  cent A^^%  tons, 


iljau  tons,  at  $4  per  ton, 

Dressing  and  pinning,  per  ton,  $4 

80  cap  timbers   55        tons. 

Waste,  10  per  cent 5|      tons, 

601       tons,  at  $6  per  ton. 

Fitting  and  placing  80  caps,  each  $1 ". 

80  iron  tie-bolts,  1|  inches   square,  18.25   feet  long  =  10,835.7    lbs.  at  Scents 

per  lb 

Placing  tie-bolts  at  1  cent  per  lb 

Filling  dam,  =5, 164  cubic  yards,  per  yard  37|  cents 1 1 

Covering  of  dam  with  3  inch  plank,  400X18X3=21,600  square  feet. 
Waste  and  fitting 2,160 


363 

80 

00 
00 

866 
108 
936 

85 
35 
50 

23,760  sq.  feet,  per  M.  14  cents,         332  64 
Bank  on  east  side  of  flats  400  long,  14  average  height  and  31  feet  mean  width, 

(400X14X31)-r27=6,429.62  cubic  yards,  at  32i  cents  per  yard 2,089  62 

2.  Excavation. 
Average  depth  22  feet,  mean  width  120,  and  length  350  feet,  (350X22X  120)-^27=34,222 
cubic  yards,  at  37|  cents  per  yard 


$14,487  56 


3.  Draining. 

A  steam  engine  of  40  horsepower,  with  boilers,  &c.,  erected  and  set  up  for  work  $7,000 

House,  foundation,  &c.,  temporary 1 ,  000 

Pumps,   &c 2,000 

Engineer  at  $1.50  per  day,  3  years  of  312  days  each 1,404 

Fireman  at  75  cents  per  day,  3  years  of  312  days  each 703 

Eepairs,  packing,  oil,  tallow,  &c.,  at  $400  a  year,  3  years 1 ,  200 

Fuel,  at  $10  per  day,  for  3  years  of  312  days  each 9,360 


22,666  00 


4.  Foundation  of  dock. 

4,565  foundation  piles,  including  waste,  at  $1.25  each $5,726  25 

Pointing,  fitting,  and  driving,  at  $2.25  each 10,291  25 

120  mud  sills,  100   feet  long,  1  foot  square,  including  waste, =330  tons,  at  $6 

per  ton 1,980  00 

Sawing  off  and  leveling  heads  of  piles  and  filling  sills,  at  $4  per  ton 1 ,320  00 

120  floor  timbers,  1.33  by  1  feet,  including  waste,  440  tons,  at  $6  per  ton 2,640  00 

Trimming,  laying,  tree-nailing,  &c.,  at  $3  per  ton 1 ,  320  00 

122,760  feet  of  3  inch  plank,  board  measure,  for  lower  floor. 
122,760  feet  of  3  inch  plank,  board  measure,  for  upper  floor. 

245,520  square  feet,  including  waste,  at  $20  per  M 4,910  40 

Jointing,  laying,  and  pinning  both  floors,  at  $10  per  M 2,455  20 

77,012  square  feet,  board  measure,  of  4  inch  plank,  including  waste,  for  sheet 

piling,  at  $20  per  M 1,540  00 
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Jointing-,  grooving,  fitting  tongues,  and  driving,  at  $20  per  M $1 ,  540  00 

Filling,  round  and  between  piles,  under  floor  with  stones,  2,411  perches,  includ- 
ing stones  and  laying,  at  $1.50  per  perch 3,G16  50 

Stones  for  filling  with   masonry,  laid   in   cement,  between  upper  floor  timber, 

1,2U  perclies,  at  $3  per  perch 3,642  00 

For  cement,  607  casks,  at  $3,371  each 2,048  62 

Laying  same,  at  $2  per  perch 2,428  00 


$45,458  22 


5.    Foundation  of  wing  walh. 

The  wing  walls  to  extend  eastward  80  feet  from  the  floor  of  entrance,  and  20  feet  west 

of  the  same. 

244  piles,  including  waste,  at  $1.25  each $305  00 

Pointing,  fitting,  and  driving,  at  $2.25  each 549  00 

Floor  timbers,  1  foot  square,  28  tons,  at  $6  per  ton 168  00 

Sawing  piles  and  fitting  timbers,  at  $4  per  ton ]  12  00 

5,760  feet  of  4  inch  plank,  at  $14  per  M SO   64 

Trimming,  laying,  pinning  same,  at  $14  per  M 80  64 

100  perches   of  broken  stone,  filling  under  floor,  and  laying  same,  at  $1.50  per 

perch 150  00 

Excavation  100  feet  long,  7  deep  and  14  wide,  =363  yards  at  37|  cents  per  yard  136  87 

6.  MaHonry  of  dock,  entrance,  and  wing  walls. 

14,957  perches  for  rough  stone  masonry,  at  $3.25  per  perch $48,610  25 

3,880  perches  for  hammered  stone  masonry,  at  $3.25  per  perch 12,610  00 

857  perches  rough  for  100  feet  of  wing  wall,  at  $3.25  per  perch 2,  785  25 

248  perches  hammered  work  for  100  feet  of  wing  wall,  at  $3.25  per  perch 806  00 

176,928  square  feet  of  hammered  surface,  in  3,880  perches  in  dock  and  entrance, 

at  15  cents  per  square  foot 26,539  20 

36,192  square  feet  in  100  feet  wing  wall,  in  248  perches,  at  15  cents  per  perch  .  5,428  80 
Cement  for  4,128  perches  of  hammered  work,  5  perches  to  one  cask,  =  826  casks, 

at  $3.37i  per  cask 2,787   75 

Sand  for  826  casks,  1  load  of  sand  of  25  cubic  feet,  to  4  casks  of  cement,  =  207 

loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 124  20 

Cement  for  2,893  perches  of  rough  masonry,  on  bottom  and  backing,  2  perches 

to  a  cask,  1,446  casks,  at  $3.37|  per  cask 4,880  25 

Sand  for  same,  361  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 216  60 

Lime  for  12,921  perches  of  rough  masonry,  1  cask  to  5  perches,  2,584  casks,  at 

$1  per  cask 2,584  00 

Sand  for  same,  2,584  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 1 ,  550  40 

Laying  4,128  perches  of  hammered  work,  making  mortar,  &c.,  $2  per  perch 8,256  00 

Laying  15,814  perches  of  rough  work,  in  lime  or  cement,  &c.,  and  making  mor- 
tar, &c.,  at  $1  per  perch 15,814  00 

7.  Bricks.     Laying  hriclcs. 

501,500  bricks  for  reservoir  and  culverts,  at  $5.75  per  1,000 $2,883  62 

501  casks  of  cement,  at  $3.37^  per  cask 1 ,  690  87 

125  loads  of  sand,  at  60  cents  per  load 75  00 

Laying,  making  mortar,  centers,  &c.,  at  $4  per  1,000 2,006  00 


8.    Turning  gates. 
The  turning  and  miter  posts   1.75  feet  square,  and  30|  feet  long;  top  and  bottom  rails  36 

long,  and  1.75  square,  and  9  intermediate  rails  36  long  and  1.33  by  1.50  feet,  for  each 

gate: 

4  posts 374  cubic  feet. 

2  top  and  2  bottom  rails 441  cubic  feet. 

18  rails 1,272  cubic  feet. 


2,087  cubic  feet. 
Add  10  per  cent  for  waste 208  cubic  feet. 

2,295  cubic  feet,  =  57.37  tons,  at  $18  per  ton,  $1,032  66 

Labor  in  framing  the  gates,  at  $12  per  ton 688  44 

Oak  plank  for  gates,  28  by  34,  2  inches  thick,    2,808  square  feet. 
Waste,  25  per  cent 952  square  feet. 


4,760  sq.ft.,  board  measure,  at  $25,  119  00 

Labor  of  fitting,  spiking,  &c,  at  $30 142  80 

Composition  spikes,  5  inches  long,  600  lbs.,  at  30  cents  per  lb 180  00 

Lining  inside  of  gates  with  11  inch  plank,  and  outside  with  |  inch  plank 331  35 

Cast  iron  circular  rails,  wheels,  saddles,  pivots,  capstans,  capstan  heads,  &c., 

24,164  lbs.,  at  4  cents  per  lb 966  56 

Fitting  same,  at  1  cent  per  lb 241  00 

270  feet  of  |  inch  chain,  for  opening  gates,  1,468  lbs.,  at  15  cents  per  lb 220  00 


132,992  70 
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Copper  aud  coppering  both  sides  of  gates  to  high  water  mark: 

32  oz.  copper 3,944.50  square  feet. 

Add  for  waste,  5  per  cent 191.22  square  feet. 


4,141.72  square  feet,  iucluding  nails,  labor,  &c., 
at  22  cents  per  square  foot $911   IT 


9.  Floating  gale. 

14  horizontal  trusses,  containing  5,169.46  cubic  feet. 
3  posts,  14  inclies  square,  31| 

feet  long 340.25  cubic  feet. 

2  stems,  14  by  18  inches,  33  long  123.74  cubic  feet. 

Timber  for  boat 526.00  cubic  feet. 

6,169.45  cubic  feet. 
Add  for  waste,  25  per  cent 1,539.86  cubic  feet. 

7,699.31  cubic  ft.,  =  192.48  tons,  at  $18  p-r  ton,  $3,464  64 

Labor  and  workmanship,  at  $15  per  ton 2, 887  20 

Plank,  outside  gate,  3  inches  thick,  5,625  square  feet. 
Plank,  inside  gate,  2  inches  thick,  3,648  square  feet. 
Plank,  for  boat,  3  inches  thick.  .  .  3,728  square  feet. 
Add  for  waste,  25  per  cent 3,728  square  feet. 

18,641  sq.  ft.,  board  measure,  at  $25  per  M.  .  .  466  00 

Labor  of  planking  and  tree-nailing,  at  $20  per  M 372  82 

Copper,  nails,  and  coppering,  5,500  square  feet,  at  22  cents  per  foot 1,210  00 

Composition  spikes,  7  inches  long,  1,330  lbs.,  at  30  cents  per  lb 399  00 

Composition  spikes  5  inches  long,  400  lbs.,  at  30  cents  per  lb 120  00 

Copper  bolts,  1^  inches  diameter,  1,200  feet,=  5,010  lbs.,  at  30  cents  per  lb 1,503  00 

Boring  and  driving 36  00 

10.  Banking  up  with  earth. 

Puddling  round  dock  and  entrance,  33  feet  high,  3  feet  thick,  and  782  feet  long, 

(782X33X3) -1-27=2,867  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents  per  yard $1,433  50 

Banking  up  to  top  of  coping,  average  depth  30  feet,  mean  width  15  and  length 

782  feet,  (782X15X30)-^27=13,037  cubic  yards,  at  10  cents  per  yard  . .     1,303  30 


1 1 .  Pier  wharf,  &c. 

The  pier  wharf,  60  feet  wide,  will  extend  150  feet  from  the  face  of  the  north  wing  wall, 
into  the  channel.  It  will  serve  for  the  delivery  of  materials  in  building  the  dock,  and  after- 
wards to  be  used  in  docking  ships.  It  will  be  built  on  oak  piles,  at  6  feet  distance  between 
centres,  in  each  row.  Pine  caps,  covered  with  ranging,  or  small  timber  tree-nailed  upon  the 
caps,  and  at  the  lower  end,  and  on  both  sides,  two  sticks  of  timber  for  cap  sills;  the  top 
lilling  to  be  of  earth,  2  feet  deep. 
300  oak  piles,  including  waste,  and  additional  piles  at  the  corners,  &c.,  14  inches 

square,  and  average  length  45  feet,  4031^0-  tons,  at  $10  per  ton $4,036  00 

Pointing  and  driving  300  piles,  $3  each 900  00 

Cap  timbers,  including  waste 70J^  tons. 

Timbers  for  cap  sills  round  wharf 20      tons. 

90  Jg.  tons,  at  $6  per  ton,         544  80 
For  covering  floor  of  ranging  or  small   timber,  average   thickness  of  9  inches, 
equal  in  the  whole  to  11,550  feet  in  length,  including  waste,  at  4  cents  per 

foot   462  00 

Dressing,  laying,  and  pinning  same,  at  2  cents  per  foot 231  00 

Covering  the  whole  with   earth,  150  feet  long,  58  feet  wide,  and  two  feet  deep, 

(150X58X2)-^27=644  cubic  j'ards,  at  321  cents  per  yard 209  43 

Labor  in  fitting  cap  timbers  and  cap  sills,  90.8  tons,  at  $3  per  ton 372  40 

12.  Sheds,  workshops,  machines,  &c. 

Sheds  and  shops 

4  cranes,  at  $300  each 

4  driving  machines,  with  rams,  at  $250  each 

4  scows,  at  $350  each 


$1 

,500 

1 

,200 

1 

,000 

] 

,400 

13.  lliscellanies. 

327  cast  iron  dowels  or  glyphs,  for  securing  the  coping  stones,  each  a  cube  of  3 

inches,  2,207  lbs.,  at  5  cents  [per  lb $110  35 

Setting  the  same,  al  30  cents  each 98  10 

Plank,  scantling,  and  small  timber,  for  wheeling  scaffolds,  bracing  coffer  dam,  &c.  3, 000  00 
Copper  or  composition  bolts  and  dowels  for  stones  in  mitre  sill,  1 J  inches  diame- 
ter, 1,349  lbs.,  at  30  cents  per  lb. 404   70 

Drilling  and  setting  same,  at  10  cents  per  lb 134  90 


$4,833  £2 


5,100  00 
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Clearing  earth  and  the  outside  entrance,  100  long,  60  wide  and  average  depth  5 

feet,  (100X60X5)-^2'7=1,111  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents  per  yard $555  50 

Removing  cofler  dam 2,000  00 

For  extra  work  in  making  pump  well,  reservoir,  wells  for  capstans,  gates,  and 

fitting  same  at  culverts 1,000  00 

Extra  filUng  between  tiie  embankment  and  old  wharf,  found  the  dock,  down  to 

wing  walls, ==22, 536  cubic  yards,  at  32|  cents  per  yard 7  ^  324  20 

Addition  to  old  wharf,  south  side   of  entrance,  estimated  at  same  rate  of  new 

wharf 4,228  53 

$18,856  28 

14.  Siqierintendence. 
Engineer,  superintendence,  overseers,  &c 25  000  00 

$310,316  56 
Contingencies,  15  jxjr  cent 4g  54^  ^g 

Total  estimate  for  Charlestown $356  ^q^  94 


ESTIMATE    FOR    PORTSMOUTH. 

1.  Coffer  dam. 

This  will  be  built  in  the  same  manner  as  at  Charlestown,  with  an  embankment,  100  feet  north  of  the 
dock.  The  wing  wall  to  be  100  feet  long  from  the  entrance,  on  the  north,  or  80  from  the  side  of  the  plat- 
form, and  140  on  the  south,  or  120  from  the  side  of  the  floor.  Whole  length  of  wall,  200  feet.  The  coffer 
dam  to  be  connected  with  the  angle  of  tlie  wharf,  below  the  office.  It  will  be  300  feet  long,  13  feet  8 
inches  wide,  on  the  interior,  and  constructed,  in  every  way,  like  the  one  before  estimated  for  Charlestown 
except  the  depth  of  filling,  which  is  21.11  feet,  and  the  whole  length  100  feet  less  than  at  Charlestown! 
The  embankment  will  extend  550  feet  from  the  shore,  parallel  with  and  100  feet  north  of  the  dock,  and  be 
connected  with  the  north  end  of  the  coffer  dam.  Its  average  height,  10.50  feet;  slopes,  1.50  feet'base  to 
1  foot  rise,  and  mean  width,  81.50  feet.  The  Charlestown  coffer  dam  is  estimated  at  400  feet  long,  and 
averages,  per  running  foot,  without  the  filling,  26.15. 

Coffer  dam,  500  feet  long,  without  the  filling,  per  foot,  $26.15 $7,845  00 

Filling,  (300X13.67X21.71)^27=3,297.50  cubic  yards,  at  37i  cents  per  yard,     1,236  56 
Embankment,  (550X10.50X31.50)^27=6,737.5  cubic  yards,  at  32i  cents  per 

yard 2,189  68 

$11,271   24 

2.  Excavation. 

Average  depth  of  earth,  13.02  feet;    length,   350  feet;    mean  width,   120  feet; 

(350X13.02X120)-^27=20,253  cubic  yards  oi earth,  at  37i  cents  per  yard,  $7,594  87 
Average   depth   of  rock,    11.61   feet;    length,   341  feet;    and   width,    100  feet; 

(341X11.61X100)-f-27=14,663  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $1.50  per  yard 21,994  50 

29,589  37 

3.  Draining. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 22,666  00 

4.  Foundation  of  dock. 

This  will  be  the  same  as  proposed  for  Charlestown,  except  the  piles  and  sheet 

piling.     Total  for  Charlestown $45,458  22 

Deduct  foundation  piles. $5,726  25 

Deduct  pointing  and  driving 10,291   25 

Deduct  sheet  piling 1 ,  540  00 

Deduct  pointing  and  driving,  &c 1 ,  540  00 

19,097  50 

26,360  73 

5.  Foundation  of  wing  ivalh. 

This  will  probably  be  rock,  at  about  the  same  depth  as  at  Charlestown,  and  the 
whole  piling  and  timber  platform  will  be  omitted.  The  surface  of  the  rock 
is  very  irregular,  and  will  require  to  be  leveled  to  receive  the  masonry,  and 
this  labor  is  estimated  at $300  00 

Excavation,    average    deptii,   5    feet;    length,    200   feet;    and  width    14    feet; 

(200X5X14)^27=518.5  cubic  yards,  at  371  cents  per  yard 194  42 

494  42 

6.  Masonry  of  dock,  entrance,  and  wing  waits. 

The  prices  will  be  the  same  as  for  Charlestown;  the  extent  of  wing  walls,  200  feet;  hut 
only  100  feet  are  estimated  in  the  former,  the  cost  of  which,  in  the  walls,  is.  per  run- 
ning foot,  $123,431. 

Total  estimate  for  Charlestown,  with  wing  Avails,  100  feet $132,992   70 

Addition  of  wings,  100  feet,  at  $123  43i  per  foot 12,343  50 

145,346  20 
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7.  B)-icks.     Laying  bricks. 

501,500  bricks,  for  reservoir  and  culverts,  at  $4.15  per  1,000 $2,382  12 

501  casks  cement,  at  $3,371  per  cask 1,690  87 

150  loads  of  sand,  at  60  cents  per  load 90  00 

Lavina:,  makina:  mortar,  centres,  &c 2,006  00 

•"     ^  $6,168  99 

8.  Turning  gates. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 4,833  82 

9.  Floating  gates. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 10, 458  66 

10.  Banking  up  icith  earth. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 2,736  80 

11.  Pier  wharf. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 6 ,  655  63 

[This  will  be  placed  on  the  north  side,  and  on  a  line  with  the  entrance.] 

12.  Sheds,  icoi-kshojjs,  machines,  d-c. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 5 ,  100  00 

13.  Miscellanies. 
Same  as  for  Charlestown,  except  filling  around  dock,  and  addition  to  old  wharf.    $18,856  28 

Deduct  extra  filling $7,324  20 

Deduct  addition  to  old  wharf 4 ,  228  53 

11,552  73 

7,303  55 

14.  Superintendence. 
Engineers,  superintendence,  overseers,  &c 25,000  00 

$303,975  40 
Contingencies,  15  per  cent 45,596  00 

Total  estimate  for  Portsmouth $349,571   71 


ESTIM.WE    FOR    BROOKLYN. 

1.   Coffer  dam. 
This  will  be  formed  like  that  at  Charlestown,  with  timber  dove-tailed  piles,  16  inchessquare,  and  45 
feet  long;  the  dam  240  feet  long. 

361  piles  with  10  per  cent,  waste,  789.83  tons,  at  $6  per  ton $4,738  98 

Pointing,  driving,  &c.,  at  $6  each 2,166  00 

Two  sets  ribbands,  one  at  top  and  one  at  level  with  low  water,  960  feet,  whole 

length,  including  waste,  18.15  tons,  at  $4  per  ton 72  60 

Dressing  and  pinning  the  same,  at  $4  per  ton 72  69 

48  caps,  21  feet  long,  16  inches  square,  with  waste,  49.5  tons,  at  $6  per  ton.  .  .  297  00 

Fitting  and  placing,  $1.25  per  cap 60  00 

48  iron  tie  bolts,  18J  feet  long,  li  inches  square,  6,591  lbs.,  at  8  cents  per  lb.  .  527  30 

Placing  tie  bolts,  6,591  lbs.,  at  1  cent  per  lb 65  91 

Filling  dam,  average  height  28  feet,  length  240  feet,  and  mean  width  13.67  feet, 

(28  X  240  xl3.67)4-'27=3,402,31  cubic  yards,  at  37i  cents  per  yard 1,275  86 

Covering  dam  with  3  inch  plank,  240X18x  3   12,960  square  feet. 
Waste  and  fitting,  10  per  cent 1,296 

14,256  sq.  ft.  at  14  cents  per  foot         199  58 
.Embankment  on  flats,  300  feet  long,  10  feet  wide  on  top;  average  height  above 
flats,    8    feet;  add  for   settling   5    and   13  height;  mean  width   29.5   feet, 
(29.5x13x300)— 27=4,261  cubic  yards,  at  20  cents  per  vard 852  20 

$10,328  03 

2.  Excavation. 

Average  depth  30,  mean  width  120,  and  350  long,  (350  x  120x30)4-27=46,666 

cubic  yards,  at  37^  cents  per  yard 17,499  75 

17,499  75 

8.  Draining. 

Same  as  Charlestown 22, 666  00 

4.  Foundation  of  dock. 
Same  as  Charlestown '. 45,458  22 
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5.  Foundation  of  wing  wall. 

This  to  be  like  that  at  Charlestown,  but  20  feet  longer. 

Cost  at  Charlestown,  without  excavation $1,445  28 

Add  one-fifth 289  05 

Excavation,  15  feet  deep,  120  long-,  and  14  feet  wide,  (15X120X  14)-^-27=933 

cubic  yards,  at  37|  cents  per  yard 349  87 

$2,084  20 

6.  Masonry  of  dork,  entrance,  and  icing  icalls. 

14,957  perches  for  rough  stone  masonry,  at  $3.25  per  perch $48,610  25 

3,880  perches  hammered  stone  masonry,  at  $10.08  per  perch 39, 110  40 

1,028  perches  for  rough  stone  masonry  for  120  feet  wing  wall,  at  $3.25  per  perch  3,341   00 

298  perches  hammered  stone  masonry,  at  $1 0.08  per  perch 3,003  84 

176,928  square  feet  hammered,  in  3,880  perches,  at  15  cents  per  square  foot 26,539  20 

43,430  square  feet  hammered,  in  298  perches,  in  wings,  at  15  cents  per  perch.  .  6,514  60 
Cement  for  4,178  perches  hammered  work,  5  perches  to  one  cask,  836  casks,  at 

$3  per  cask 2,508  00 

Sand  for  836  casks,  at  4  casks  to  one  load,=  209  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 125  40 

Cement  for  2,893  perches  of  rough  masonry,  in  bottom  and  backing,   2  perches 

to  a  cask,=l,446  casks,  at  $3  per  cask 4,338  00 

Sand  for  same,  361  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 216  60 

Lime  for  15,092  perches  rough  masonry,  1  cask  to  5  perches, =2,61 8  casks,  at 

$1.37i  per  cask 3,599  75 

Sand  for  same,  2,618  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 1,570  80 

Laying  4,178  perches  hammered  masonry,  at  $2  per  perch 8 ,  356  00 

Laying  15,985  perches  rough,  in  lime  or  cement,  at  $1  per  perch 15,985  00 

163,818  74 

7.  Bricks  and  laying. 

601,500  bricks,  for  resorvoir  and  culverts,  at  $6  per  1,000 $3,009  00 

501  casks  cement,  at  $3  per  cask 1 ,  503  00 

125  loads  of  sand,  at  60  cents  per  load 75  00 

Laying,  making  mortar,  centres,  &c.,  at  $4  per  1,000 2,006  00 

6,593  00 

8.   Turning  gates. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 4,833  82 

9.  Floating  gate. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 10,458  66 

10.  Banking  up  with  earth. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 2, 736  80 

11.  Pier  wharf . 

This  will  be  60  feet  wide,  and  150  feet  long,  like  that  for  Charlestown 6,655  63 

12.  Sheds,  workshops,  machines,  &c. 

Same  as  for  Charlestown 5 ,  100  00 

13.  Miscellanies. 

Same  as  for  Portsmouth 7 ,  303  55 

14.  Superintendence. 
For  engineers,  superintendence,  overseers,  &c 25 ,  000  00 

$330,536  40 
Contingencies,  1 6  per  cent 49,580  46 

Total  estimate  for  Brooklyn $380,116  86 


ESTIMATE    FOR    GOSPORT. 

1.   Coffer  dam. 

The  coffer  dam  must  be  placed  on  the  line  g  r  z,  as  seen  on  the  plan  of  the  yard,  at  D,  on  account  of 
the  deep  mud  which  constitutes  the  bank  of  the  channel  In  this  place  the  piles  will  reach  the  bed  of 
clay,  and  have  a  firm  footing,  which  could  not  be  obtained  further  from  the  shore.  The  piles  to  be  50  feet 
long,  16  inches  square;  the  dam  same  width  as  for  Brooklyn,  and  233  feet  long. 

358  piles,  16  inches  square,  50  feet  long 792.07  tons. 

Waste,  10  per  cent 79.20  tons. 

871.27  tons,  at  $7  per  ton,  $6,098  89 

Pointing,  grooving,  driving,  &c.,  $7  each 2,506  00 
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2  sets  ribbons,  one  at  top  and  one  level  with  low  water,  922  feet  whole  length, 

with  waste,=18.08  tons,  at  $4  per  ton $12  32 

Dressing,  pinning,  &c.,  at  $4  per  ton ; . . .  72  32 

47  caps,  21  feet  long,  16  inches  square,  with  waste  48.04  tons,  at  $6  per  ton.  .  288  24 

Fitting  and  placing,  at  $1.25  each 58  75 

47  iron  tie-bolts,  as  before,  6,353.98  lbs.,  at  8  cents  per  lb 508  31 

Placing  same,  at  1  cent  per  lb 63  53 

Filling  the  dam,  allowing  for  the  sinking  of  the  mud,  15  feet  deep,  233  long,  and 
13.67  feet  wide,  (13.67X233X15)-i-27=l, 769.5  cubic  yards,  at  37^  cents 

per  yard 663  56 

Covering  the  dam  with  3  incli  plank,  233X18X3=12,582  square  feet. 
Waste  and  fitting,  10  per  cent 1,258  square  feet. 

13,840  sq.  ft.,  at  20  cts.  pr  ft.         276  80 
Embankment  on  the  flats,  average  length  250  feet;  mean  depth,  allowing  eiglit 
feet  for  settling,   14  feet;    top  width,    10  feet,   and  mean  width  31   feet, 
(250  X  14  X31)'-^-27=i, 018.52  cubic  yards,  at  37^  cents  per  yard 1,506  94 


$12,115 


1.  Excavation. 


Mean  depth  36.68  feet,  length  350,  mean  width  120fcct,  (36.68  X  350X  120)-^-27=57,057. 77 

cubic  yards,  at  37 1  cents  per  yard 21 ,  396  66 

3.  Braining. 

Same  as  Charlestown 22, 666  00 

4.  Foundation  of  dock. 

Same  as  Charlestown 45,458  22 

6.  Foundation  cifwing  wall. 

This  will  be  similar  to  Brooklyn,  without  excavation $1 ,  734  33 

Excavation  28  feet  deep,  120  long,  width  14  feet,  (120  X28X  14)-^27=1,742.22 

cubic  yards,  at  37^  cents  per  yard 653  33 

2,387  66 

6.  Masonry  of  dock,  entrance,  and  wing  walls. 

14,957  perches  for  rough  stone  masonry,  at  $3.25  per  perch $48,610  25 

3,880  perches  for  hammered  stone  masonry,  at  $10.60  per  perch 41,128  00 

1,028  perches  rough,  for  120  feet  of  wing  wall,  at  $3.25  per  perch 3,341  00 

298  perches  for  hammered  stone  masonry,  at  $10.60  per  perch. 3, 158  80 

176,928  square  feet,  hammered,  in  3,880  perches,  at  15  cents  per  square  foot. . .   26,539  20 

43,430  square  feet,  hammered,  in  298  perches,  wings,  at  15  cents  per  square  foot  6,514  50 
Cement  for  4,178  perches,  hammered  work,  5  perches  to  1  cask=836  casks,  at 

$3.30  per  cask 2,758  80 

Sand  for  836  casks  cement,  at  4  casks  to  a  load,  209  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load  125  40 
Cement  for  2,893  perches  rough  masonry,  in  bottom  and  backing,  2  perches  to  a 

cask,  1,446  casks,  at  $3.30  per  cask 4,771  80 

Sand  for  cement,  361  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 216  60 

Lime  for  13,092  perches  rough  masonry,  1   cask  to  5  perches,  2,618  casks,  at 

$1.37|  per  cask 3,599  75 

Sand  for  lime,  2,618  loads,  at  60  cents  per  load 1,570  80 

Laying  4,178  perches  hammered  masonry,  at  $2  per  perch 8,356  00 

Laying  15,985  perches  rough,  in  lime  and  cement,  at  $1  per  perch 15,985  00 


7.   Brick,  laying,  &c. 

501,500  bricks,  for  reservoir  and  cidverts,  at  $6.50  per   1,000 $3,259  75 

501  casks  cement,  at  $3.50  per  cask 1 ,  053  30 

125  loads  sand,  at  60  cents  per  load 75  00 

Laying,  making  mortar,  centres,  &c.,  at  $4  per  1,000 2,006  00 


166,675  90 


6,994  05 


8.    Turning  gates. 

Same  as  Charlestown 4 ,  833  82 

9.  Floating  gate. 

Same  as  Charlestown 10,458  66 

10.  Banking  up  with  earth. 


Same  as  for  Charlest(jwu 

11.  Pier  wharf. 

This,  on  account  of  the  worijis,  must  be  temporary  only;  but,  as  there  is  so  little  room  at 
this  yard,  it  will  be  necessary  for  lauding  materials;  and,  therefore,  it  is  put  ddwn  tliu 
same  as  for  Charlestown 
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12.  Shech,  workshops,  machines,  d-c. 

Same  as  at  the  other  j'ards $.5, 100  00 

13.  Miscellanies. 

Same  as  for  Portsmouth $7 ,  303  5.5 

Add  loss  of  commandaiit'.s  house 7,000  00 

14,305  00 

14.   Superintendence. 

Engineer,  superintendents,  overseers,  &c 25 ,  000  00 

$340, 7S2  01 
Contingencies,  15  per  cent 52,017  39 

Total  estimate  for  Gosport ^398 ,  800  00 

Becajnlulaidon. 


Estimates  at- 


Portsmouth. 


Charlestown. 


Brooklyn. 


Gosport 


1.  For  Cofi'er  dam 

2.  For  excavation 

3.  For  draining 

4.  For  foundation  of  dock   

5.  For  foundation  of  wing  walls 

6.  For  masonry  of  dock  entrance,  &c. .  . 
1.  For  bricks,  laying  bricks 

8.  Turning  gates 

9.  Floating  gate 

1 0.  Banking  up,  &c 

11.  Pier  wharf 

12.  Sheds,  workshops,  machines,  &c 

13.  Miscellanies 

14.  Superintendence    

Contingencies  15  per  cent 

Total  estimate  for  each  yard 


$11,271  24 

29,589  37 

22,666  00 

26,360  72 

494  42 

145,336  20 

6,168  99 

4,833  82 

10,458  66 

2,736  80 

6,655  63 

5,100  00 

7,303  55 

25,000  00 


$14,487  56 

12,833  25 

22,666  00 

45,458  22 

1,582  15 

132,992  70 

0,655  49 

4,833  82 

10,458  66 

2,736  80 

6,655  63 

5,100  00 

18,856  28 

25,000  00 


$10,328  03 

17,499  75 

22,666  00 

45,458  22 

2,084  20 

163,818  74 

6,593  00 

4,833  82 

10,458  66 

2,736  80 

6,655  63 

5,100  00 

7,303  55 

25,000  00 


$12,115  66 

21,396  66 

22,666  00 

45,458  22 

2,387  66 

166,675  90 

6,994  05 

4,833  82 

10,458  66 

2,736  80 

6,655  63 

5,100  00 

14,303  55 

25,000  00 


$303,975  40 
45,596  31 


$310,316  56 
46,547  48 


$330,536  40 
49,580  46 


$346,782  61 
52,017  36 


$349,571  71   $356,864  04  $380,116 


$398,5 


All  the  calculations  for  stones  in  the  foregoing  estimates  are  formed  upon  information  obtained  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  several  dock  yards,  which  seem  to  justify  a  belief  that  the  amount  cannot  be  exceeded. 
The  lime  and  cement  also  are  set  down  from  safe  data.  The  freight  to  Brooklyn  of  stones  from  Quincy, 
for  the  hammered  work  alone,  will  be  about  $1.25  per  ton,  taken  at  14  cubic  feet,  and  the  stones  will  be 
delivered  at  the  wharf  for  shipping,  at  25  cents  the  cubic  foot.  The  freight  per  ton  to  Norfolk  will  bo 
$1.50;  the  cost,  therefore,  of  stones  for  the  liumiiiriTMl  masouary,  will  be,  at  Brooklyn,  $0,339  a  cubic 
foot,  or  $8.40  nearly,  per  perch,  in  the  rough  slate,  aiid  at  Gosport,  $0.3571  per  foot,  or  $8.84  per  perch. 
To  these  must  be  added,  loss  by  hammering,  taken  at  twenty  per  cent.,  which  makes  the  cost  of  stones, 
as  they  would  measure  when  laid,  for  Brooklyn,  $10.08  per  perch,  and  Gosport  $10.60;  and  upon  these 
sums  I  have  estimated.  On  all  the  other  stone  masonary,  the  same  price  of  $3.25  per  perch,  when 
measured  in  the  work,  is  retained  for  all  the  yards. 

I  have' assumed  nearly  the  same  data  for  the  masonry  and  timber  at  Charlestown  and  Portsmouth. 
A  groat  diflbrence  appears  between  the  items  of  excavation  and  foundation  of  dock  in  the  estimates;  the 
amount  of  the  former,  at  Portsmouth,  being  increased  on  account  of  rock,  and  of  the  latter  being  reduced 
by  the  omission  ol' piling;  the  excess  at  Cliarlcstdwii  on  those  objects,  taken  together,  being  about  $4,000. 
A  small  variation  takes  place  iu  the  calciilaiioii  ui'  brick  work,  on  account  of  the  different  prices  at  which 
bricks  may  be  obtained,  in  the  respccliv<'  yards.  Ou  the  price  of  lumber,  labor,  iron,  composition,  metal, 
or  copper,  no  distinction  is  made;  in  many  items,  the  same  amount  is  retained  for  all  the  yards,  ina  belief 
that  the  sum  will  be  required,  with  some  slight  nindilicalidus  peculiar  to  each  situation.  Thus  the  drain- 
ing, foundation  of  dock,  except  at  Portsmoiitli,  gates,  banking,  pier  wharf,  sheds,  &c.,  and  miscellanies, 
excepting  the  commandant's  house  at  Gosport,  and  in  addition  to  the  old  wharf  and  filling  at  Charlestown, 
are  all  dut  down  alike  at  their  respective  amounts,  in  each  estimate.  The  removal  of  the  commandant's 
house  at  Gosport  increases  the  amount  of  miscellanies,  for  that  yard,  $7,000, 

The  pier  wharf  at  Portsmouth  would  be  made  with  the  south  side,  or  a  continuation  of  the  north  side 
of  the  dock  entrance.  The  exact  position  of  the  dock,  at  this  yard,  is  not  fi.Ked,  but  nearly  so,  by  the 
dotted  lines  on  the  plan.  It  may  be  found  advisable  to  turn  the  head  of  the  dock  more  towards  the  north, 
in  which  position,  as  well  as  that  on  the  plan,  deep  water  will  be  found  close  to  the  entrance  of  the  docks, 
by  clearing  out  some  sand  or  clay  which  lies  too  high.  The  cost  of  this  removal  is  put  down  at  Charles- 
town at  $555.50,  as  an  item  under  miscellanies,  and  also  retained  under  the  same  head  for  Portsmouth., 
and  the  other  yards.  The  matter. at  Brooklyn  and  Gosport  to  be  removed  is  soft  mud,  and  althouglc.^ 
more  in  quantity  than  that  at  the  Charlestown  yard,  will  be  moved  much  more  easily. 
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The  new  wharf  at  Charlestown,  as  well  as  at  Portsmouth  and  Brooklyn,  would  be  permanent  and  useful 
structures.  At  the  former  place,  it  would  be,  as  mentioned  in  the  estimate,  on  the  north  side  the  entrance. 
Upon  the  south  side,  an  extension  of  the  old  wharfing-  would  be  an  important  improvement  of  the  yard,  so 
as  to  bring  its  north  line  to  near  the  south  line  of  the  dock  entrance.  This,  upon  the  data  taken  for 
estimating  the  new  pier  wharf,  will  amount  to  $4,228.63,  the  area  being  to  that  of  the  new  pier  as  5,962 
to  9,000.  The  whole  filling  between  the  embankment  on  the  north,  and  the  old  wharf  behind  the  ship 
house,  and  extending  down  to  the  wing  walls,  would  be  54,758  cubic  yards,  and  the  excavation  for  the 
dock  is  32,222  yards,  which  leaves  a  deficit  of  about  22,536  yards.  The  cost  of  this  filling,  $7,324.10,  is 
added  as  an  item  in  miscellanies.  At  Portsmouth,  the  excavation  will  be  about  equal  to  similar  filling 
round  the  dock  there.  At  Brooklyn  and  Gosport,  the  excavation  will  far  exceed  the  necessary  filling,  in 
the  manner  proposed  for  Charlestown;  the  excess  at  the  former  being  about  30,000,  and,  at  the  latter, 
nearly  50,000  cubic  yards,  which,  in  both  cases,  may  be  thrown  out  upon  the  flats,  so  as  to  add  much  to 
the  extent  of  land.  At  Gosport,  this  circumstance  is  very  important,  on  account  of  the  present  confined 
limits  of  the  yard. 

The  plan  of  the  dock  is  formed  at  the  entrance  for  two  gates,  one  consisting  of  two  leaves,  to  turn  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  one  for  a  floating  gate,  the  plans,  elevations,  or  sections  of  both  of  which  are 
given  on  drawing  No.  6.  I  have  given  a  design  for  a  floating  gate  upon  a  new  principle,  similar 
to  one  now  used  and  approved  of  in  France,  conformable  to  a  plan  furnished  by  Commodore  Morris,  who 
has  recently  seen  such  in  operation  at  the  docks  in  Brest.  Instead  of  dropping  into  grooves  or  rebates 
in  the  side  walls,  as  formerly  practiced,  this  is  brought  in,  broadside,  against  the  shoulders  of  the  entrance 
walls,  sunk  to  its  rest  by  admitting  water  into  the  side  boats,  and  is  kept  firm  against  the  shoulders 
of  the  masonry,  by  the  external  pressure  of  the  water,  when  the  dock  is  drained.  The  turning  gates  are 
made  in  the  common  form,  and,  with  the  floating  gate,  furnish  a  safe  protection  against  the  entrance  of 
the  tide.  Two  sets  of  gates  or  guards  seem  on  many  accounts  indispensable.  Should  an  accident  happen 
to  the  gate,  its  machinery,  or  its  bearings,  if  only  one  is  used,  great  difficulties,  expense,  and  delay  must 
be  incurred  for  repairs.  If  the  masonry  of  the  shoulders  of  the  outer  gate  is  faithfully  executed,  there  is 
little  chance  of  repairs  being  required,  except  the  boat-gate  itself,  and  when  an  accident  happens  to  this, 
it  may  be  taken  into  dock  at  any  time,  and  repaired  like  a  ship.  The  turning  gates  may  require  repairs, 
injury  may  occur  to  the  mitre  sill,  the  pivots,  rollers,  &c. ;  and  without  an  outward  defence  against  the 
tide,  no  repairs,  in  those  parts,  could  be  made.  Each  set  of  gates  should  be  made  strong  enough  to  resist 
the  whole  pressure;  but  while  they  are  in  good  order,  tlie  strain  upon  them  may  be  relieved,  by  dividing 
the  force  of  the  whole  head,  so  that  the  height  of  water  on  the  inner  gate  shall  be  equal  to  the  square 
root  of  half  the  square  of  the  head  upon  the  outer  gate.  Thus,  if  the  water  stands  upon  the  outer  floating 
gate  at  27  feet  depth,  it  should  be  a  little  over  19  feet  on  the  turning  gates,  to  produce  equal  pressures 
on  both. 

On  my  arrival  at  each  yard,  a  tide  board  was  put  up,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  general 
range  of  the  tides,  and  to  fix  a  level  from  which  to  reckon  the  soundings.  A  register  was  kept  of  the 
high  and  low  water  of  the  day  tides,  by  some  officer  designated  by  the  commandant,  and  although  the 
registers  extend  to  a  month,  or  a  little  more  only,  the  general  character  of  the  tides  may  be  observed  as 
follows: 

Highest  tide.  Lowest  tide.  Average. 

At  Portsmouth,  from  September  4  to  October  4 10ft.  llin.  4ft.  llin.  8ft.  4|in. 

At  Charlestown,  from  October  18  to  December  5 14ft.     5in.  7ft.    4in.  10ft.  3^in. 

At  Brooklyn,  from  September  20  to  October  17 6ft.    6iu.  8ft.    Oin.  4ft.  6  in. 

At  Gosport,  from  November  1  to  November  30 4ft.     6in.  2ft.    Sin.  3ft.  3  in. 

The  first  column,  in  feet  and  inches,  shows  the  highest  tide  that  occurred  at  the  place,  and  within 
the  period  mentioned;  the  second  column,  the  lowest  tide,  in  like  manner;  and  the  third  is  the  mean 
height  of  all  the  tides  registered  during  the  time  specified  at  the  respective  yards.  At  Charlestown,  a 
pretty  regular  table,  from  November,  1824,  to  this  time,  has  been  kept,  and  is  now  continued.  By  this 
it  appears  that,  from  November,  1824,  with  the  exception  of  May,  November,  and  the  five  intermediate 
months  of  1825,  down  to  last  Jul}%  the  mean  height  of  monthly  averages  was  10  feet  4  inches;  the  highest 
tide  during  which  time  was  17,  and  the  lowest  7  feet.  At  the  other  years,  no  registers  have  been  regu- 
larly kept,  with  the  exception  of  those  given  above. 

The  depth  of  the  dock,  from  the  coping  to  the  floor,  is  301  feet,  the  mitre  sill  being  1  foot  3  inches  above 
the  floor.  If  the  dock  be  placed  so  as  to  have  the  coping  4  feet,  as  it  should  be  at  Charlestown  and  Ports- 
mouth, above  ordinary  high  water,  there  will  be  a  depth  over  the  sill  of  25  feet  3  inches,  sufBcient  for 
any  common  ship  of  the  line.  But  for  docking  some  of  the  largest  vessels  at  full  draft,  they  should  go  in 
on  spring  tides.  For  the  74's  and  frigates  this  depth  is  considered  sufficient.  At  Brooklyn  and  Gosport, 
where  there  is  much  less  elevation  of  spring  tides,  tiie  ordinary  high  water  line  may  be  taken  at  3  feet 
below  the  coping,  and  thus  give  one  foot  more,  or  26  feet  3  inches  depth  over  the  sill. 

The  reservoir,  and  discharging  culverts,  as  before  described,  are  designed  to  facilitate  the  docking 
of  ships:  the  admission  of  water  from  the  tide,  either  into  the  dock  or  reservoir,  or  from  the  dock  to  the 
latter,  being  commanded  by  draw-gates  or  shutters.  When  a  ship  is  to  be  put  into  dock,  the  filling 
culverts  are  closed,  as  well  as  the  passages  from  the  dock  to  the  discharging  culverts  and  reservoir,  and 
the  water  pumped  from  the  latter.  The  ship  is  then  admitted  and  the  great  gates  shut.  In  this  situation, 
the  discharging  gates  may  be  drawn,  and  the  water  allowed  to  flow  at  pleasure  into  the  discharging 
culverts  and  reservoir,  which  have  been  previously  emptied,  and  thus  in  a  few  minutes  the  water 
lowered  several  inches  in  the  dock,  to  hasten  the  shoring  and  produce  an  immediate  pressure  on  the 
gates,  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  the  admission  of  water  and  fix  them  steadily.  The  reservoir  and 
culverts  would  contain  above  17,000  cubic  feet  of  water;  the  water  in  the  dock,  &c.,  supposed  level  with 
the  top  of  tlie  upper  altar,  or  4  feet  below  the  coping,  at  1  foot  in  depth,  will  be  a  little  more  than  21,000 
feet;  and  of  this  quantity,  a  ship  of  the  line,  admitted  at  full  draft,  would  displace  about  9,000  cubic  feet; 
consequently,  to  reduce  the  water  one  foot  when  the  ship  is  in  dock,  only  12,000  feet  need  be  admitted  to 
the  reservoir  and  culverts,  and  the  dock  water  may  be  lowered  about  1  foot  5  inches  to  fill  them.  A 
complete  command  of  the  level,  at  the  moment  when  a  ship,  especially  a  large  one,  is  about  to  trust  the 
-  blocks,  and  to  require  the  placing  of  sht)res,  seems  very  important;  and  this  mode  will  give  a  more  perfect 
^control  of  the  operation,  for  the  first  foot,  than  could  be  obtained  by  the  best  regulated  pumps  or 
machinery. 
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Under  the  head  of  contingencies,  I  have  put  down  a  larger  amount  than  is  usually  done  in  such 
cases,  but  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  work  required  it.  In  every  public  undertaking  of  great 
magnitude,  where  much  labor  is  to  be  performed  within  a  small  space,  unavoidable  interruptions  and  hin- 
drances occur,  vvliich  can  never  be  estimated  beforehand,  but  which  inevitably  swell  to  an  unexpected 
amount  the  real  expenditure.  In  constructing  a  dock,  no  experienced  workmen  can  be  found  in  our 
country;  it  is  wholly  new  here,  even  to  engineers.  A  great  mass  of  materials  of  various  kinds  must  be 
crowded  together,  near  a  deep  excavation,  surrounded  with  banks  of  earth;  repeated  removals  and 
handlings  of  stone,  timber,  &c.,  the  ruptures  and  defects  of  cautionary  measures,  to  which  hydraulic 
Avorks  are  particularly  exposed;  the  embarrassments  and  delays  attendant  on  sinking  so  deep  in  porous 
earth  near  the  tide;  the  loss  of  tools,  machinery,  &c.,  and  a  variety  of  accidents,  are  all  circumstances 
tending  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  best  calculator.  There  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  surplus  of 
15  per  cent  will  be  drawn  upon  largely,  if  not  wholly  required  in  executing  the  proposed  dock.  With 
that  sum,  in  the  amount  of  estimates,  there  seems  no  doubt  the  desired  work  may  be  accomplished. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  construction  of  a  dock,  in  either  of  the  yards,  is  quite  feasible,  and  nearly  in 
the  position  indicated  on  the  plan.  The  design  has  been  to  fix  the  sites,  so  that  the  wing  wall  on  one 
side  the  entrance  should  be  connected  with  the  present  wharf  at  each  yard,  as  may  be  understood  by 
inspection  of  the  drawings.  But  the  ground  will  admit  of  a  variation  from  the  one  shown  on  the  plan, 
as  may  be  thought  advisable  hereafter;  and,  as  the  excess  of  excavation  at  Brooklyn  and  Gosport  will 
furnish  material  for  greatly  enlarging  the  yard  room,  it  may  be  best  to  place  the  dock,  at  the  latter  yard, 
further  south,  and  that  at  the  former,  further  east,  so  as  to  use  the  new  embankment  now  making  at  G. 
H.  instead  of  the  one  included  in  the  estimate.  The  object  of  the  new  bank  is  to  extend  out  to  the 
channel,  where  it  is  intended  to  build  a  boat  house,  nearly  on  the  spot  represented  by  the  dotted  lines, 
where  I  propose  erecting  the  pier  wharf,  in  aid  of  the  dock.  As  to  the  steam  engine,  I  have  only  con- 
sidered the  cost  of  one,  for  draining  the  works  while  building  the  dock.  It  will  be  used  afterwards  as  a 
permanent  and  useful  appendage  to  the  yard;  and,  as  its  location  depends  upon  the  works  to  which  it 
may  be  applied,  such  as  sawing,'blowing  the  forges,  moving  tilt  hammers,  steaming,  grinding  tools, 
turning  lathes,  or  other  machinery,  I  have  left  the  expenses  incident  to  its  permanent  establishment  to 
the  ordinary  appropriations  for  improvement  of  the  yards,  where  the  various  branches  of  work  carried 
on  will  keep  it  mostly  employed.  It  would  probably  be  placed  near  the  dock,  and  its  connection  with 
the  pumps  easily  effected. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating,  personally,  with  the  Navy  Commis- 
sioners, Commodores  Bainbridge  and  Morris,  on  my  way  to  and  from  Norfolk.  To  them  I  am  indebted 
for  much  valuable  information  relative  to  docks,  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  which  I  have  not  seen.  A 
plan  of  those  at  Brest,  and  of  the  new  kind  of  floating  gate,  adopted  there,  were  kindly  furnished  by 
Commodore  Morris.  The  one  I  present,  however,  is  different  in  form  from  the  French  docks,  and  I  have 
endeavored  to  obviate  the  objections  to  which  the  side  slips,  in  some  of  the  English  docks,  are  liable.  I 
have  placed  them  at  the  head,  so  as  to  afford  an  easy  descent  by  them,  and  by  the  stairs,  to  either  of 
two  gangways,  and  to  the  bottom.  I  have  made  this  modification  of  my  former  plan,  and  strove  to 
render  it  such  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Navy  Commissioners.  If  I  have  not  succeeded,  it  is  because 
I  have  not  been  able  to  recollect,  fully,  all  their  hints  and  wishes,  rather  than  a  fi.xed  opinion  that  the 
one  I  propose  is  the  best.-  At  all  the  navy  yards,  I  experienced  from  the  commanding  officers  their 
prompt  and  constant  solicitude  to  aid  in  the  surveys  and  examinations.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Navy 
Board  that  I  should  confer  with  the  respective  commandants,  relative  to  the  ground,  the  proposed  sites, 
and  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  inquiries.  This  I  have  done  in  all  cases,  and  the  intercourse 
has  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  and  testifies  their  intelligence  and  zeal  in  the  public  service. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  BALDWIN. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1821 762 

For  provisions  required  for  the  navy  for  the  year  1827 772 

For  the  improvement  and  repairs  of  navy  yards  for  the  year  1827 172 

For  the  support  of  the  oflice  of  the  Navy  Commissioners 173 

For  the  marine  corps  for  1827 774 

For  the  construction  of  dry  docks  at  the  navy  yards  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts; 

Brooklyn,  New  York;  Gosport,  Virginia,  aiid  Portsmouth,  Virginia 816 
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Exceptions — Taken  by  Commodore   Porter  to   the  formation,  &c.,   of  the  court  convened  for  his 

trial,  &c 146 

Of  Commodore  David  Porter   to  the  judge  advocate  appointed  to  conduct  the  trial  of 

charges  against  him 310 

Expenses — Of  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  from  January  1,   1824,  to   February,   1826— 

message  of  President 627 

Of  sickness  contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. — Report  of  the  committee 

on  claim  of  E.  L.  Young  for 628 

Expenditures — For  the  navy  in  1 825 11 ,5,  116 

For  the  marine  corps  for  1826. — Estimate  of 130,  131 

Exploration  of  the  northwest  coast  of  America. — Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the   expense 

and  mode  of  the 442 

F. 

Farragut,  David  G. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 2.5 

Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David  Porter 161 

Fajardo. — (See  Foxardo.) 

"  Ferret." — Letter  of  Commodore  L.  Warrington  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 103 

Finch,  Win.  B.,  Commandant. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  of  Commodore  David  Porter. . .       152 

154,  158 

Letter  in  relation  to  protection  to  American  merchants  in  Matanzas 300,  301,  302 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  health  of  Thompson's  Island,  and  in  relation  to  the  suppression 

of  piracy,  &c 687 

Fisheries  on  the  coast. — Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  "Lexington,"  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the 745 

Fitzgerald,  Edward. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Stewart. .     512,  513 

Letter  to  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant  Sands 526 

Flax. — Report  of  the  Navy  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  canvas,  cables,  and 

cordage,  of  American  flax,  for  the  use  of  the  navy 28 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Naman  Goodsell,  in  relatiim  to  experiments  made  by  him  in 

water-rotting 31 

Extract  of  a  report  by  Peter  Bernard,  "inspector  general  for  Leinster,  Munster,  and 
Connaught,  to   the  trustees   of  the  Linen  Board,  London,"  on  the  cultivation  and 

preparation  of  hemp  and  flax  in  Holland  and  the  Netherlands 32 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. ,   of  France,  respecting  the  causes  of  the  different 

appearance  of  Irish  and  Dutch 36 

(See  Hemp.) 
Florida. — Appointment  of  a  commission  to  select  a  site  for  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  yard  at 

Pensacola 110 

Report  of  Captains  Bainbridge,  Warrington,  and  Biddle,  on  a  site  for  a  Navy  yard  at 

Pensacola Ill 

Letter  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Navy  communicating  the   report  to  the  President,  and 

his  approval  of  the  same Ill 

Flotilla.— (See  Barney's  flotilla.) 

Force,  Peter. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  of  Commodore  David  Porter 320 

Fort  Barancas — Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transferring  possession  of,  to  the  Navy  Department       110 
Foxardo. — (See  Court-martial  and  Commodore  David  Porter.) 

Franklin. — Letter  of  Fourth  Auditor  in  relation  to  freight  on  slop  clothing  sent  to  the  ship 20 

Freelons,  Lieut.  Thos.  W. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. .  .        303 
Freight. — Letter  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  in  relation  to  the  freight  on  slop  clothing  sent  to  the  ship 

Franklin  20 

Furniss,  William. — Letter  in  relation  to  mutiny  on  board  two  American  vessels  in  the  West  India 

seas 380 

Letters  in  relation  to  depredations  by  pirates  of  Foxardo 427 


Gales  &  (Seaton.— Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj'  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Commodore  Porter 390 

Gall'agher,  Lieut.  John. — Letter  in  relation  to  convoy  and  the  suppression  of  piracy 248 

Gamble,  Frances,  widow  of  Lieut.  Francis  B.  Gamble — Report  of  committee  on  the  claim  of,  for  a 

pension ; 706 

Gamble,  Lieut.  Francis  B. — (See  Frances  Gamble.) 

Gamble,  John  M. — -A  captain  of  marines,  for  compensation,  or  prize  money,  for  capturing  enemy's 

vessel  in  1813. — Report  of  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  memorial  of 95 

ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS. 

Extracts  from  Commodore  Porter's  journal 95,  96 

Letters  from  Connnodore  Porter ^ii,  97 

Letter  from  Alexander  M.  Montgomery 9(, 

Letter  from  Ben.  Clapp 97 

Letter  from  Richard  K.  Hofliuan 97 

Letter  from  Alexander  Montgomery 98 

Gardner,  William  II. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Garrett,  Frederick — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  nav}' 23 
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Garrett,  Frederick — Nomination  confirmed 25 

"Gazelle:'— Letiev  of  Mr.  Adams  in  relation  to  a  breach  of  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Peru  by  the  557 

Gedney,  Thomas  R. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

"General  Andrew  Jackson." — Capture  by  Spanish  privateer  of  the  brig 195-200 

Georgia — List  of  navy  pensioners  in  State  of,  January  1,  182G 619 

List  of  widow  pensioners  in  State  of,  January  1,  1S2G 622 

Navy  yard  at  St.  Mary's.     (See  Navy  yards.) 

Gerry,  Tliomas  R. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Glynn,  Jamei' — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Goldsborough    Lifut.  Louis  M. — Testimony  before   the  court-martial  for  tlie  trial  of  Commodore 

'     Stewart 509 

Letter  to  Commodore  Stewart 527 

Goodsell,  Naman — Extract  of  a  letter  from,  on  the  culture  and  rotting  of  hemp  and  fiax 31 

Gosport  'Navy  yard,  Virginia. — Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  a  sur- 
vey for  a  dry  dock  at  the 814 

Estimate  for  a  dry  dock  at 825 

Grawning,  Tate  S. — Letter  in  relation  to  protection  to  American  merchants  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  .  290 

Gregory — Report  of  Lieutenant  Francis  H.,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  "  Pancheta  " 192,  193 

Testimony  before  the  court-martial  of  Commodore  David  Porter 156 

Extract  of  report  in  relation  to  the  Palmyra,  alias  "Pancheta,"  a  Spanish  privateer     192,  193 

Letter  to  first  lieutenant  of  the  British  ship-of-war  Eden,  in  relation  to  the  abuse  of  the 

captain  of  the  American  brig  "Hiram,"  (Challenge) 674 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  an  insult  to  the  captain  of  the  Ameri- 
can brig  "  Hiram" 677 

Grimke,  Benjamin  S. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  tlie  navy 23 

Nomination   confirmed 25 

Grymes,  Charles. — (See  Court-martial  of  Comviodore  Steivart.) 

Gunners  in  the  navy  in  1826.— List  of.". 456 

In  1827.— List  of 804 


Halifax. — Muster  roll  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  carried  as  prisoners  to 632 

Hall,  J.  B. — (See  Court-martial  of  Commodore  Stewart.) 

Eammersley,  Lieutenant  Thomas  S. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore 

Stewart ■ 499 

Letter  to  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands.  532 

"Harriet  and  Lucy." — Letter  of  D.  T.  Patterson  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the 292 

Harris,  John. — Letter  to  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Sands  in  relation  to  his  arrest  on  board  the  ship  Franklin  605 
(See  Court-martial  of  Commodore  Stewart.) 

Harris,  William  S. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Hayne,  Francis. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  for  an  increase  of  pension 705 

Hemp — The  growth  of  the  United  States. — Message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  use  in  the 

navy  of  canvas,  cables,  and  cordage,  made  of 27 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  navy  in  relation  thereto 27 

Report  of  the  Navy  Commissioners  thereon 28,  29 

Manner  of  raising  hemp  and  preparing  it  for  market — report  of  Navy  Commissioners  in 

relation  thereto 28,  29 

Paper  on  the  culture  and  preparation  of  hemp  in  Russia,  transmitted  by  Hon.  J.  Q. 

Adams,  minister  at  St.  Petersburg 29 

Observations  relative  to  hemp 30 

Extract  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Naman  Goodsell,  in  relation  to  water-rotting  hemp 31 

Extracts  of  a  report  by  Peter  Bernard,  Esq.,  inspector  general  for  Leinster,  Munster, 

and  Connaught,  in  relation  to  the  production  of,  in  Holland  and  the  Netherlands.  .  32 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  manufacturers  in  New  York,  respecting  the  cultivation  and 

manufacture  of 36 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  of  canvas,  at  Patterson,  N.  J.,  respecting  the 

growth  and  manufacture  of  flax  and 37 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  on  the  cultivation  of 39 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer,  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  on  the  same 39 

Memorandum  of  an  experiment  made  by  a  manufacturer  to  test  the  relative  strength 

of  American  and  foreign  hemp  rope 40 

Henderson,  Colonel  Archibald. — Letter  transmitting  details  of  courts-martial  in  the  marine  corps. .  52 

Return  of  desertions  and  trials  in  the  marine  corps 90 

In  relation  to  the  reorganization  and  increase  of  the  marine  corps 90,  91,  92 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  paymaster  and  quartermaster  of 

the  marine  corps 699 

Henry,  Lieutenant  Henry. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Charles 

Stewart 494,  496 

"Hiram" — Letters,  &c.,  in  relation  to  an  injury  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  to,  and  abuse  of  the 

master  of  the  American  brig 673,  675,  676,  677,  678,  679,  680 

Certificate  of  Lieutenant  James  W.  H.  Ray  in  relation  to  the  same 678 

Hobbs,  H  H. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  \\a,\y 23 

Nomiuatiou  confirmed 25 
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Hoffman,  A.  K. — (See  Court-martial  of  Commodore  Stewart.) 

Hoffman,  Richard  K. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  ship  "  Seringapatam"  b}-  Lieutenant 

John  M.  Gamble,  United  States  marines 97^  98 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  sickness  on  Thompson's  Island 176,  177 

Eogan,  Michael. — Account  of  provisions,   stores,  &c.,  furnished  United  States  ships   "Franklin" 

and  "Constellation  " 560,  561 ,  562 

Homer,  William  H. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Hopkinson,  Alexander  Hamilton. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore 

Stewart 510 

Horner,  William. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Stewart 516 

Horse,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bladensburg. — Report  of  committee  on  indemnity  to  John  A.  Webster 

for  a 623 

Hall — Letters  from  Captain   Isaac,  relative  to  protection  to  American  commerce  on  the  coast  of 

Chili  and  Peru 113,  lU,  735,  743 

Hall,  jr.,  J.  P. — Nominated-  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Hunter,  William  F. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Stewart 516 

Hunter,  Lieut.  William  M. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Charles 

Stewart 492 

Letter  to  Commodore  Stewart 526 

Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Joshua  R.  Sands 604 

Opinion  of  the  court-martial  in  relation  to  the  charge  preferred  against  him 608 

Charge  and  specification  against 608 

Defence  against  the  charge  and  specification  preferred  against  him 610 

Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

(See  Court-martial  of  Commodore  Steicart.) 


Improvements  in  ship  building. — Report  of  committee  on  claims  [for  compensation  for  use  of  the 

patented '. 721 

Increase  of  the  navy. — Statement  of  the  progress  made  under  the  law  for  the  gradual 124 

•  Exhibit  of  expenditures  for  labor  and  materials  on  ships  built  under  the  law  for  the 

gradual 125 

Of  the  marine  corps.— Report  of  committee  on  the  expediency  of  reorganization  and  . .       722 

Report  of  committee  on  the  expediency  of  an  annual  increase  of  the  navy 810 

Indemnity,  by  Spain  for  losses  by  American  citizens  by  piracies,  &c. — Letter  of  Francisco  de  Zea 

Bermudez  in  relation  to 189 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed. , 25 

Inquiry,  courts  of — (See  Courts-martial.) 

Instructions — To  officers  commanding  cruising  vessels  in  relation  to  piracy  and  the  suppression  of 

the  slave  trade 211,  235 

For  the  encouragement  of  vaccination  in  the  navy 640 

Interrogatories — Proposed  by  Commodore  David  Porter  to  Hon.  James  Monroe 387,  392 

Answer  by  Hon.  James  Monroe  to 393,  394,  395 

"Intrepid" — In  the  attack  on  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  at  Tripoli,  in  1804. — Report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  of  the  names  of  officers  and  seamen  of  the  ketch 776 


January,  Wm. — Affidavit  of,  in  relation  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Canton 579 

Jarrett,  Frederick. — (See  Frederick  Garrett.) 

"  John,"  of  Newport,  R.I. — Letter  in  relation  to  outrages  committed,  near  Matanzas,  on  the  cap- 
tain and  crew  of  the  brig 219 

Johnson,  Edward  S. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy   23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Johnson,  Joseph  and  John  Stoney. — Letter  in  relation  to  suitable  sites  for  a  Navy  yard  at  Charleston  475 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  price  of  labor  at  Charleston 479 

Jones,  Robert  W. — Testimony  before  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Joshua  R.  Sands 603 

Judge  advocates — Amount  paid  for  services  of,  in  1821,  1822  and  1823 46 

Judson,  Elnathan,  surgeon  in  the  navy. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial,  in  the  case  of  Commo- 
dore David  Porter 316 

Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Appointment  as  acting  surgeon,  for  the  purpose  of  vaccination  in  the  navj' 640 

Letter  to,  in  relation  to  vaccination  in  the  navy 641,  642 


Kearney,  Commandant  Lawrence.— ^Report  of  the  cruise  of  the   "  Graj'hound,"  and  outrages  com- 
mitted on  the  American  vessels  "  Reuben  and  Eliza,"  and   "  Mechanic" 246 

Report  of  survey  and  examination  of  Charleston  and  St.  Mary's  Bar,  with  a  view  to 

establish  a  navy  yard 465  to  468 

Kelly,  John — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 
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Eennon,  Lieidenant. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Letter  of  Commodore  Porter  in  relation  to  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case 

of  Lieutenant 672 

Kentucky — List  of  widow  pensioners  in  the  State  of,  Jan.  1,  1826 622 

Key  West. — Letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  survey  of 658,  659 

Killed,  wounded  and  prisoners — Of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  frigate  "  Chesapeake,"  in  the  action 

with  the  British  frigate  "  Shannon,"  in  the  war  of  1812. — List  of 629 

Kinderlan,  Sebastian,  Captain  General  of  Cuba. — (See  Cuba.) 

King,  Martin — Testimony  before  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David  Porter 322,  323 

Knight,  James  D. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

L. 

Lake  Champlain. — Report  of  committee  in  relation  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieut.  Duncan,  of  the 

navy,  in  an  engagement  in  1814,  on 460 

La  Serna,  Jose  de. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  Spanish  privateer  "  Quintanilla"    602 

Lawrence,  Captain  John — Of  the  British  ship  "  Eden."     (See  report  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
relation  to  the  proceedings  of  Commodore  Porter  in  the  West  Indies.) 

Laws — Of  the  United  States,  prohibiting  the  slave  trade 205  to  211 

"  Leader." — Letter  of  U.  S.  consul  at  Alverado,  in  relation  to  protection  to  the  schooner 290 

Lee,  Lieut.  John  H. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David  Porter. .  190 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies 269 

Le  Roy,  Bayard  &  Go. — Letter  in  relation  to  evidence  before  the  court-martial  of  Commodore  Stew- 
art; and  also,  in  relation  to  the  ship  "  Canton" 582 

"  Liberator.'" — Papers,  estimates,  &c.,  in  relation  to  the  ship 146 

Lieutenants  in  the  navy  for  1 826. — List  of 444 

In  1821— List  of 183 

Lima,  South  America — Letter  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  at,  to  Commodore  Stewart,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  protection 583 

Letter  of  Commodore  Stewart  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 584 

Linarez,  Fr.  Gonzalez  de,  Governor  of  Porto  Rico. — (See  Porto  Rico.) 

.  Live  oak  timber. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  probable  cost  of  certain  lots  of 624 

Logan,  Dr.  George. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  several  positions  in  the  harbor  of 

Charleston,  proposed  as  a  suitable  site  for  a  navy  yard 411 

Loomis,  Erastus. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  of,  for  a  naval  pension  to 698 

Lorman,  W.,  president  of  the  Baltimore  chamber  of  commerce. — Letter  in  relation  to  protection  to 

commerce  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  &c 640,  648 

Louisiana — List  of  navy  pensioners  in  State  of,  Jan.  1,  1826 619 

Loivndes,  Charles — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

M. 

Macedonian. — Letter  of  J.  Q.  Adams  in  relation  to  the  claim  upon  the  government  of  Chili  for  the 

capture  of  the  brig 553 

Memorial  of  the  owners  of  brig 554 

Letter  of  Daniel  Brent  to  Com.  Stewart 551 

Letter  of  J.  B.  Prevost  to  Com.  Porter,  in  relation  to  the  brig 563 

Letters  of  Francisco  Valdivie  in  relation  to  the  brig 599 

3Iackey,  D.  H. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 28 

Nomination   confirmed 25 

Madrid. — Letter  of  CdnniiiHlnic  Slcwart  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  a  person  secreted 

on  l>oanl  \\\r  ship  Franklin,  at  Callao,  named 565 

Letter  of  tlie  Countess  of  Valle  Ermosa  to  Mrs.  Stewart  in  relation  to 665 

Interrogatories  and  answers  of  Mrs.  Delia  F.  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  Spaniard 609 

Mahy,  Nicholas — Captain  General  of  Cuba;  correspondence  in  relation  to  piracy 192 

Mantanzas — Letter  of  American  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  piratical  depredations 395,  296 

Marines. — Tried  by  a  court-martial  for  other  offences  than  desertion,  from  1st  Nov.,  1821,  to  31st 

Oct.,  1824.— Names  of 82 

Sentences  of  the  courts-martial 84 

Marine  coips. — Opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of  the  navy 

and  the 40 

Statement  showing  the  traveling  expenses,  and  other  allowances,  received  by  ofiicers 

of,  and  expenses  of  courts-martial,  &c.,  for  1821,  1822  and  1823 46 

Number  of  courts-martial  in  the  marine  corps  from  1821  to  1824,  the  stations  wiiere 

held,  the  ofiicers  who  composed  them,  &c 53 

Register  of  names  of  deserters  from  the  marine  corps  from  Nov.  1,  1821,  to  Oct.  31, 

1824,  the  number  taken,  and  the  number  tried,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court 59 

Register  of  marines  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  other  offences  than  desertion,  from 
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"Quintanilla" 577 

Correspondence  on  the  course  of  Commodore  David  Porter,  in  command  of  the  squad- 
ron for  the  suppression  of 648 

Officers  attached  to  the  expedition  under  Commodore  David  Porter  for  the  suppression  of       681 

Extracts  from  the  correspondence  of  Commodore  Jno.  Rodgcrs  in  relation  to 732 

Extract  of  a  letter  of  Commodore  Warrington  in  relation  to 745 

Pirates. — (See  Piracy.) 

Piratical  vessela — Captured  by  vessels  of  the  U.  S 189 

Piatt,    Lieutenant  Charles  T. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David 
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Letter  of  Governor  of,  to  Commander  Sloat  in  relation  to  pirates  in  the  "  Boco  del 

Inferno" 105,  106,  438,  439 

Letter  to  the  Spanish  consul   in  the  U.  S.  in  relation  to  Commodore  Porter's  conduct  at 

Foxardo 665 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. — Message  of  President  of  the  U.  S.  of  an  examination  of  a  site  for  a 

dry  dock  for  the  use  of  the  navy  at 811 

Estimated  cost  of  a  dry  dock 823 

Porter,   Commodore. — Extract  of  journal  of,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  "  Seringapatam  "  in 

the  South  seas 95,   96 

Letter  to  Lieutenant  Gamble,  U.  S.  marines,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  "Seringa- 
patam " 96 

Letter  recommending  Lieutenant  Gamble,  of  the  United  States  marines,  to  the  Navy 

Department  for  his  bravery  in  the  capture  of  the  ship  "Seringapatam" 96 

Exceptions  to  the  formation  of  the  court 146,  412 

Argument  and  authority  in  support  of  the  objections  taken  by  counsel  of  Commodore 
Porter  to  second  charge  against  him  in  his  trial  before  a  general  court-mar- 
tial       329  to  334 

Answer  of  the  judge  advocate 334  to  341 

Defence  against  charges  preferred  against  him  and  tried  in  the  court-martial. .  . .      342  to  363 
Exceptions  to  the  judge  advocate  appointed  to  conduct  his  trial  befort  a  court-martial . .       370 

Charges  and  specifications  against 372,  373 

Address  of  Commodore  Porter  to  the  court-martial 146,  374,  378,  408,  412,  414,  415 

Letters  in  relation  to  the  affair  at  Foxardo 418,  434,  435,  436 

Defence  against  charges  against  him  in  his  transactions  at  Foxardo 419 

Report  of  committee  (Senate)  on  the  court-martial  of,  and  correspondence  in  relation  to 

the  suppression  of  piracy 486 

Letter  from,  rrlatixc  in  charges  against  officers  of  the  West  India  squadron 440 

Answer  of  Tliomas  K'anihiU  to  same 441 

Expense  of  rourt^maitiul    of 628 

C(irrcs|i(iiicl('iMc  (111  the  c'liursc  of,  in  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies. . . .        648 

Lettri  l(.  till'  rrcsiilcjit  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Navy 648 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President,  in  answer  to  letter  of  Commodore 

Porter 649 
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Porter,  Commodore  David. — Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Porter  in  relation  to 

the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies 652  to  663 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  in 

the  case  of  Lieut.   Keunon 672 

(See  Courts-martial.) 

Prentiss,  John  E. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

President  of  the  United  States — Messages  from,  on  tlie  manner  of  sending-  supplies  of  provisions, 

&c.,  to  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean 9 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS: 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy 9 

Letter  of  Navy  Commissioners 9,  10 
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Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  promotion  of  D.  H.  Mackey  and 
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Pacific  ocean 26 

In  relation  to  the  use  of  American  canvas,  cables  and  cordage  in  the  navy 27 

In  relation  to  piratical  depredations 185 

Communicating   proceedings   of  courts-martial,  correspondence,   &c.,   relating   to    the 

conduct  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  and  that  of  Lieutenants  Joshua  R.  Sands 

and  Wm.  M.  Hunter 487 

(See  Courts-martial.) 

In  relation  to  the  expenses  of  courts-martial  from  1824  to  1826 627 

In  relation  to   the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  paj'master  and  quartermaster  of  the 

marine  corps 698 

ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS; 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President 699 

Letter  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 699 

Letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Henderson 699 

Letter  of  the  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps 700 

Statement  of  number  of  oflScers,  &c.,  of  the  marine  corps  in  1825 700 

Statement  of  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  paymaster  and  the  quartermaster  of  the 

marine  corps   700 

On  an  examination  of  sites  for  the  establishment  of  dry  docks  for  the  navy 810 

ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS: 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President 810 

Report  of  L.  Baldwin  of  an  examination  and  survey  of  sites  for  the  establishment 

of  dry  docks  for  the  navy 811 

Prevost,  J.  B. — Letter  to  Lieutenant  Henry  in  relation  to  the  sailing  of  neutral  vessels  from  the 

port  of  Lima,  South  America 522 

Letter  to  Commodore  Charles  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  blockade  of  Arica,  and  the 

seizure  of  American  vessels  in  Chili,  &c 562,  563,  564 

Priosleau,  Thomas  G. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  health  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina 481 

Prisoners — Of  the  frigate  "Chesapeake"  in  an  action  with  the  "Shannon." — List  of  the  killed, 

wounded  and 629 

Privateers — Fitted  out  by  Spanish  authorities  from  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. — Letters  in  relation 

to  the 103,  194 

Capture  of  American  vessels  by 1 93,  195 

List  of  American  vessels  captured  by , ,  197 

Letters  to  the  Governor  of  tlie  Island  of  Porto  Rico  in  relation  to  the  fitting  out  and 

equipment  of,  by  Spanish  authorities 195 

List  of  names  and  force  of  privateers  fitted  out  from  ports  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. .  203 
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rial of  John  M.  Gamble  for  compensation,  or 95 
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Report  of  (Jniinuittii'  on  Naval  Atfairs  on  claim  of  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  Commo- 
dore Sti'iilii'u  DcTutur,  for 483 

Memorial  of  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur  for 484 

Report  of  committee  on  claim  of  the  administrator  of  Lieutenant  Tliomas  G.  Tilling-liast 

for 629 

Report  of  committee  on  claim  of  Lieutenant  J.  McKeevcr  for 704 

Report  of  committee  on  claim  of  Thomas  Douty  for 810 

Protection  to  commerce  ivith  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres. — Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  rela- 
tion to 638 

Report  of  committee ,    644 

Provisions  and  clothing — To  the  United  States  squadron  on  the  Pacific  ocean. — Manner  of  sending  9 
Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  statement  of  bills  drawn  on  the  Navy  Department 

for 11,  12 

Statement  of  provisions,  stores  and  supplies  shipiped  to  ports   iu  South  America  for 
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Statement  of  provisions  and  stores,  &c.,  purchased  in  South  America  for  tlie  use  of  tlie 

United  States  vessels  iu  the  Pacific 16 

Prunier,  William — Letters  in  relation  to  the  ship  "  Canton  " , 579,  580,  581 

Pursers  in  the  navy  in  1826. — List  of 448 
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Q. 

Quartermaster  in  the  marine  corjys. — Message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  the 698 

Quilca,  South  America. — Letter  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation 

to  protection,  &c 583 

"Quinfanilla." — Letter  of  Commodore  Stewart  to  the  Viceroy  of  Peru  in  relation  to  the  piratical 

brig ; 577 

Letters  of  G.  Valdes,  Jose  de  la  Serna  and  Rafael  Pero  in  relation  to  the 601 


Balston,  Robert,  president  of  the  Philadelphia  chamber  of  commerce. —uciiiev  in  relation  to  protec- 
tion to  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  &c 639,  647 

Bamage,  Lieut.  James. — Extract  of  a  letter  in  relation  to  Spanish  privateers 193,  194 

Extract  from  a  report  of  his  survey  of  the  coast  of  Florida 469 

Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Bamirez,  Juan. — (See  Courts-martial — Commodore  Steivart.) 

Bandall,  Thomas. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  David  Porter     150,  151 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  Commodore  Porter 221 

Letter  relative  to  a  communication  to  the  Senate,  from  Commodore  Porter,  in   relation 

to  charges  against  the  officers  of  the  West  India  squadron 441 

Report  of  committee  on  the  same 486 

Randolph,  Victor  M. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Bank  in  the  navy. — Report  of  committee  on  application  of  Captain  Samuel  Angus,  to  be  restored  to 

his 460 

Report  of  committee  on  application  of  Captain  Isaac  Phillips  to  be  restored  to  his 464 

Bay,  Lieut.  Jas.  W.  H. — Certificate  in  relation  to  the  injury  done  to  the  American  brig  Hiram,  in 

the  harbor  of  Havana 678 

Becruiting  service  of  the-navy. — Rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 46,  49 

Form  of  return  of  money  received  for 47,   48 

Form  of  certificate  of  purser,  for  advances  made  to  the  officer  engaged  in  the 48 

Circular  to  officers  engaged  in  the  recruiting  service,  in  relation   to   the  enlistment 

of  improper  persons 49 

Beed,  John,  and  others. — In  relation  to  protection  to  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Brazil 638,  647 

Begister. — Of  officers  of  the  navy  for  1826 443 

For   1827 780 

Of  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  for  1820 456 

For  1827 805 

i?emo)-fc— Of  Commodore  David  Porter,  before  a  court-martial     146,   147,  374,  378,  408,  412,   414,  415 

Of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  before  a  court-martial 584 

Bemuneraiion  for  a  method  of  securing  decks  and  sides  of  vessels. — Report  of  committee  on 623 

Beorganization  of  the  marine  corps. — Letters  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Henderson  on  the  subject  of. .     90,   91,  92 

Memorial  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  on  same 93 

And  increase  of  the  marine  corps. — Report  of  committee  on  the 722 

Besignations  in  the  navy — Since  1st  January,  1825. — List  of 115 

Since  December  2,  1826 761 

"  Beuben  and  Eliza." — Report  of  Commandant  L.  Kearney,  of  outrages  committed  on  tlie  American 

vessel 246 

Bhode  Island. — Report  of  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  station  on  Narra- 

gauset   Bay 636 

List  of  navy  pensioners  in  State  of,  January  1,1826 615 
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Stewart 505 

Ridgeway,  Liriif.  Ehrtirzi'r. — 'r(>stiiiii)iiy  luJlire  court-martial  fur  tlie  trial  of   Commodore  Stewart..  502 

Lrtlcr  lo   C.niiiM.durc    Stewart 527 

TcsUiiiniiy   li.loiv   the   .duit-inunial   in  the    case   of  Commodore  David  Porter...      162,  322 

Letlci-  iij    rclatiiin  to  llie  .siii.pres.siou  of  piracy 267 

Ritchie,  Robert — Ndininated   to  be  a  lieuteuaut  in  the  navy 23 

Ndiiiiiiatieii   eeiilirmed 25 

Ritchie,  LieutenaiU  liubcrl. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David 

Porter 312 

Roach,  William. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  price  of  beef  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina 481 

Robertson,  John,  navy  ageut  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. — Replies  to  questions  in  relation  to  the 

Charleston  bar 471 

Rodgers,  John. — (See  Navy  Commissioners.) 

Rodgers,  Commodore  John. — Letters  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 

and  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Barbary  powers 112 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  West  India  squadron,  &c 176,  178 

Copies  aud  extracts  from  correspondence,  in  relation  to  piracies  in  the  eastern  Archi- 
pelago, under  the  Greek  flag 732 

Rodgers,  William  T. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Rudd,  John — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Rules  and  regulations — For  the  government  of  the  recruiting  service  of  the  navy 46 

Rutledge,  Edward  C. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

s. 

Sailingmasters  in  the  navy  in  1827. — List  of 803 

Sailmakers  in  the  navy  in  1826. — List  of 456 

In  1827.— List  of 805 

Salmon,  Don  Hilario  y. — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Commodore 

Porter  at  Foxardo 664 

Sanderson,  Francis — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

San  Martin,  in  relation  to  neutral  vessels  and  foreigners  visiting  South  American  ports. — Decree 

of 598 

Sands,  Lieutenant  Joshua  R. — Testimonj'  before  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Stewart     508,  508 
Letters  to  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation  to  his  confinement  on  board  the  frigate 

Franklin,  &c 532 

Letter  of  Commodore  Stewart,  for  the  arrest  of 559 

Opinion  of  the  court  for  the  trial  of 604,  607 

Charges  and  specifications  against 605 

Address  to  the  court-martial 605 

Defence  against  charges  preferred  against  him 606 

Letter  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  opinion  of  the  court-martial   on   the 

charges  against  him 607 

Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

(See  Courts-martial.) 

Saunders,  J.  L. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Sawyer,  Lieutenant. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Scott,  Merritt  S. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Seaton,  William  W. — Testimony  of,  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  Porter.      320,  323 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. — (See  Navy.) 

"  Serin gapatam." — (See  John  M.  Gamble.) 

Settlements  and  delinquencies  of  prize  agents. — Amounts  of 20 

Shannon,  frigate. — (See  Chesapeake.) 

Shi]}  building. — Report  committee  ou  claim  for  compensation  for  use  of  patented  improvements  in       721 

Shubrick,  Irvine — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Simpson,  John. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  tlie  case  of  Commodore  David  Porter 321 

Sites  for  the  establishment  of  dry  docks. — Message   of  the  President  United  States,  on  an  examina- 
tion of 810 

Skinner,  Lieutenant  Charles  W. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of    Commodore 

David  Porter 158,  159 

Letter  in  relatiou  to  the  capture  of  pirates  in  the  W'est  Indies 255 

Slave  trade — Suppression  of. — (See  Piracy.) 

Letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers   in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the 177,  178 

Laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  carrying  on  of  the 204  to  211 

Instructions  for  officers  commanding  cruising  vessels,  in  relatiou  to  the     211,  235,  236,  237 

238 
General  instructions  of  Commodore  Porter,  to  the  squadron,  for  the  suppression  of  374  to  377 
Correspondence  in  relation  to  Africans  liberated,  under  the  act  of  1819,  from  on  board 

vessels  engaged  in  the 748 
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Slave  vessels. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  of  Lieutenant  McKcevev,  for  prize  money  for  capturing.       104 

Slidell,  Alexander — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Sloat,  Lieutenant  Commandant. — Letters  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  pirates  in  the  harbor  of  "  Boca 

del  Inferno,"  &c 104,  105,  106,  252 

Letters  in  relation  to  depredations  by  pirates  of  Foxardo,  &c 431  to  433,  431,  438,  439 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  completion  of  certain 131 

Slop  clothing  for  the  shijj  Franklin. — Letter  of  John  Rodgers  in  relation  to  the  shipment  of  the. ...  10 

Letter  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  in  relation  to  the  freight  on  the 20 

Small  stores  lost  by  the  capture  of  the  sloop-ofwar  Wasp. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  for  purser's       132 

Smith,  Cap)tain. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Smith,  Eliphalet. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart.        517 

518,  519 

Smith,  Jesse — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Smith,  John  H. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 24 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Southard,  Samuel  L. — (See  Navy,  Secretary  of.) 

South  Carolina. — List  of  navy  pensions  in  State  of,  January  1,  1826 619 

List  of  widow  pensioners  in  State  of,  January  1,  1826 622 

South  Carolina — Navy  yard  at  Charleston.     (See  Navy  Yards.) 

Spanish  privateers. — (See  Privateers.) 

Specie  and  other  articles  permitted  to  be  carried  on  board  public  vessels. — Extract  of  a  letter  to 

Captain  Isaac  Hull 49 

Specie  in  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States. — Letters  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of 214,  215 

216,  227,  229,  230 
Spence,  Captain  R.  T. — Letters  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  privateer  "Panchita,"  and 

the  fitting  out  of  privateers  by  Spanish  authority 195,  191 

Squadron  on  the  Pacific  ocean. — Manner  of  sending  supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing  to  the 9 

Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  showing  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Navy  Department  for  pro- 
visions and  clothing  sent  to  the 11 

Statement  of  provisions,  stores,  &c.,  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  the 14 

Statement  of  provisions,  stores,  &c.,  purchased  in  South  America  for  the  vessels  of  the 

United  States  in  the 16 

State,  Secretary  of. — Letter  enclosing  paper  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy.     (See  Fran- 
cisco de  Zea  Bermuda. ) 189 

Letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  Don  Hilario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon,  in  relation  to 

the  conduct  of  Commodore  Porter  at  Foxardo 664 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  injury  done  to  the  American  brig  "  Hiram  "  by  the  British  ship 

"  Eden  "  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  &c 673,  680 

Letter  to  Mr.  Addington  on  the  same  subject 616 

Stevens,  Commandant  Thomas  ff. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  of  Comni.  dore  David  Porter       151 
St.  Mary's,  Georgia,  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  a  navy  yard. — Report  of  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  of  an  examination  of  the  harbors  of 465,  469 

Report  of  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  navy  yards  at 636 

(See  Navy  yards.) 
Stewart,  Commodore  Charles. — (See  Courts-martial.) 

Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 481,  488,  540,  566,  561,  568,  578 

Charges  and  specifications  against 489 

Letter  to  the  ward  room  ofiicers  of  the  ship  "  Franklin," 528 

Letter  of  appointment  to  command  of  the  ship  "  Franklin,"  &c 638 

Defence  of  Commodore  Stewart  against  ch  irges  upon  which  he  was  tried  by  court- 

•  martial 540 

Letters  and  orders  to  officers  of  the  navy 557,  558,  559,  560 

Letter  for  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Sands 659 

Letter  to  J.  B.  Prevost,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  by  the 

government  of  Chili 562,  563,  564 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  "Madrid"  on  board  the  ship  "Franklin,"  by 

Mrs.  Stewart 565 

Address  to  the  court-martial 584 

Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Letters  to  the  Supreme  Director  of  Chili 569 

Letters  to  Juan  Ramirez,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Chilian  navy 570,  671 

Letters  to  the  minister  of  state  of  Peru 672,  573 

Letters  to  the  commanders  of  the  army  of  Chili  and  Peru 873,  874,  875 

Stewart,  David  R. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Delia  T. — (See  Courts-martial — Commodore  Stewart.) 

Letter  of  the  Countess  of  Valle  Ermosa  to 566 

Interrogatories  and  answers  in  relation  to  the  Spaniard,  Madrid 609 

Stewart,  Robert  R. — Letter  in  relation  to  depredations  on  American  commerce  by  pirates 298 

Stoney,  John,  and  Joseph.  Johnson. — Letters  in  relation  to  suitable  sites  for  Navy  yard  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina 415 

Storekeepers  in  1 826. — List  of  naval 457 

Stores — Shipped  from  the  United  States  for  vessels  in  the  Pacific,  &c. — Statement  of  kind  and  quan- 
tity of 10 

Report  of  Fourth  Auditor,  with  statement  of  bills  drawn  on  Navy  Department  for  ...     11,  12 
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:. — Statement  of  provisions  and  supplies  shipped  to  ports  in  South  America 14 

Statement  of  provisions,  &c.,  purchased  in  South  America  for  the  use  of  vessels  of  the 

United  States 16 

Progress  made  in  executing  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  sale 

of  public  vessels  and  stores  on  Lakes  Erie,  Ontario,  and  Champlain 127  to  1.30 

Strohecker,  John. — Answers  to  questions  in  relation  to  the  bar  at  Cliarleston,  South  Carolina 477 

Sullivan,  John,  Tliomas,  and  John  L. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  for  compensation  for  the  use 

of  improvements  in  ship  building 721 

Supplies — Of  provisions  and  clothing  to  United  States  squadron  on  the  Pacific  ocean. — Manner  of 

sending 9 

Shipped  from  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  vessels-of-vvar  in  the  Pacific. — Statement 

of  kind  and  quantity  oi' 10 

Of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  for  vessels  in  the  Pacific. — Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor, 

sliowing  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Navy  Department  for 11,  12 

Statement  of  articles  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  ports  in  South  America,  for  the 

vessels  in  the  Pacific 14 

Statement  of  provisions,  stores,  &c.,  purchased  in  South  America  for  the  use  of  the 

United  States  vessels  in  tlie  Pacific 16 

Surgeons  in  the  navy  in  1826. — List  of 447 

In  1827.— List  of 789 

Surgeons'  mates  in  the  navy  in  1826. — List  of 448 

In  1827  —List  of 790 

Survey  of  the  coast. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  of  E.  L.  Young,  for  e.xpenses  of  sickness  con- 
tracted in  the 628 

T. 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Tampa  Bay. — Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  survey  of 658,  659 

Taylor,  William,  U.  S.  consul. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  robbery  of  the  brig  "Cato"  and   the 

schooner  "  Leader" 290 

Thames. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Navy  yard  on  the  river  ....  636 

Thompson's  Island. — See  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  correspondence  in  relation  to 

Commodore  D.  Porter 648 

Thompson,  Smith. — (See  Secretary  of  the  Navy.) 

Thompson,  William — Report  of  committee  on  claim  of,  for  a  pension 780 

Tillinghast,  Daniel  H. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  of,  for  prize  monev 629 

TiUinghast,  Lieut.  Thomas  G.— (See  Daniel  H.  Tillinghast.) 

Timber. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  probable  cost  of  live  oak 624 

Torre,  Miguel  de  la,  Governor  of  Porto  Rico.— {See  Porto  Rico.) 

Tortugas. — Letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the  Dry 658,  659 

Townsend,  Seth. — Report  of  the  committee  on  claim  for  an  increase  of  pension 705 

Traveling  expenses — Of  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  in  1821,  1822  and  1823. — State- 
ment of 46 

Trinidad  de  Cuba. — Letter  of  American  merchants  and  shipmasters  in  relation  to  depredations  by 

pirates 298 

Tripoli. — ( See  "  Intrepid." ) 

Tuttle,  John  P. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

"  Two  Brothers." — Letter  in  relation  to  piracy  committed  on  the  brig 213 

u. 

Vlloa. — Letter  of  U.  S.  consul  at  Veru  Cruz  in   relation  to  the  bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz  by  the 

Governor  of  St.  Juan  de 290 

V. 

Vaccination  in  the  navy. — Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  instruction  for  the  encourage- 
ment of .' 640 

Valdes  Oeronimo. — Letter  to  Commodore  Stewart  in  relation  to  the  schooner  "  Quintanilla  " 601 

Valdivie,  Francisco. —  (See  Macedonian.) 

Van  Dyke. — Expenses  of  court-martial  of  Midshipman 628 

Vera  Cruz. — Letter  of  T.  Riley,  United  States  consul,  in  relation  to  bombardment  of 290 

Vessels  of  the  United  Stales — In  commission  in  1825 \ 1:2 

In  commission  in  1826 103 

Names  and  force  of,  where  built,  &c 126 

The  progress  mad(!  in  the  sale  of  stores  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  on  Lakes  Eric, 

Ontario  and  Champlain 127  to  130 

Built,  and  building,  under  the  law  for  the  increase  of  the  navy 191 

•     Purchased  by  Commodore  Porter  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  slave  trade  222 

In  1826 458 

Of  the  West  India  squadron  in  1824.— List  of 689 

Report  of  committee  on  a  claim  for  remuneration  for  a  method  of  securing  the  decks 

and  sides  of 623 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  construction  of  docks  for  the  preservation 

of  the 700 
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Vessels  of  the  United  States. — Eeport  of  a  committee  on  the  same 726 

In  commission,  their  commanders,  stations,  &c.,  in  1826 129 

In  1827.— Names  of 808 

Virginia — List  of  navy  pensioners  in  State  of,  January  1,  1826 619 

List  of  widow,  pensioners  in  State  of,  Jan.  1,  1826 622 

Vives.  Francisco  Dionisio,  Captain  General  of  Cuba. — (See  Cuba.) 

Voorhees,  Lieut.  Ralph. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commodore  David  Porter  162 

w. 

Walker,  William  S. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy ■ 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

War,  Secretary  of. — Letter  and  orders  transferring  Fort  Barancas,  near  Pensacola,  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment    110 

Ward,  Horatio  G. — Affidavit  in  relation  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  "  Canton." 578 

Warner,  Lieutenant. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Warrington,  Commodore  L. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner  "Ferret." 103 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  distribution,  &c.,  of  the  squadron  in  the  West  Indies 103 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  pirates  in  the  harbor  of  "Boca  del  Inferno  "  and  the 

West  Indies 107,  109 

Letter  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  navy  yard  on  the  coast  of  Florida 111 

Extract  of  a  letter  in  relation  to  piracies  in  the  West  Indies 745 

Wasp — Eeport  committee  on  claim  for  purser's  small  stores,  lost  by  the  capture  of  the  sloop-of-war  132 

Report  committee  on  claim  of  an  officer  for  prize  money 629 

Water-tight  jjlugging. — Report  of  committee  on  a  claim  for  remuneration  for  a  method  of  securing 

decks  and  sides  of  vessels,  called 623 

Watson  J. — (See  Court-martial  of  Commodore  Stewart.) 

Watson,  Lieutenant  W.  H. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  piratical  vessel  "Catiline." 275 

Weaver,  Lieutenant  William  A. — (See  Courts-martial.) 

Expense  of  court-martial  of. 628 

Webster,  John  A. — Report  of  committee  on  claim  for  the  value  of  a  horse  killed  in  the  battle  of 

Bladensburg,  and  for  clothing  lost  in  service 623 

West  Indies. — Letter  from  Commodore  L.  Warrington  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the 103 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  removal  of  the  squadron  and  stores  from 

Thompson's  Island,  in  the 109 

Letter  from  Commodore  Porter  in  relation  to  charges  against  the  officers  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the 440 

Letter  of  Thomas  Randall  in  answer  to  Commodore  Porter's  letters  in  relation  to  the 

officers  of  the  squadron  in  the 441 

Report  of  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  court-martial  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  the 

correspondence  in  relation  to  the  suppresssion  of  piracy  in  the 486 

Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  course  pursued  hy  Commodore  Porter  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy  in  the 648 

List  of  vessels  in  the  squadron  in  the 689 

(See  Piracy.) 

Wetmore,  William  G. — dominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Whitlock,  Lieidenant. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Widows,  who  were  pensioners  in  the  several  States,  January  1,  1826. — List  of 620 

Wilkes,  jr.,  Charles. — Testimony  before  the  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Commodore  Stewart 511 

Wilkinson,  Captain  J. — Letter  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  piracy 244 

Wilson,  Stepjhen  B. — Nominated  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 23 

Nomination  confirmed 25 

Wirt,  William. — (See  Attorney  General.) 
Wise,  Catherine. — (See  George  S.  Wise.) 
Wise,  George  S. — Report  of  conmiittee  on  claim  of  widow  of,  for  credit  by  the  accounting  officers 

of  the  Treasury  for  small  stores  lost  in  the  capture  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp 132 

Wolbert,  Lieutenant. — Expense  of  court-martial  of 628 

Wounded,  and  prisoners  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake. — List  of  the  killed 629 


Yelloio  fever — in  the  West  India  squadron  and  on  Thompson's  Island. — Letter  of  Secretarj^  of  the 

Navy  to  the  President  in  relation  to  the 174,  175 

Letter  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Rodgers 175 

Report  of  Commodore  Rodgers '. 176,  177,  178,  227,  228 

Report  iif  Surgeons  Harris,  Washington  and  HoftVnan 176,  177 

In  (;ii;ul..st(iii,  South  Carolina,  from   1808   to   1814. — Letter  of  Thos.  G.  Priosleau  in 

ri'latioii  t..  the 481 

Young,  Ed.  L. — Report  conmiittee  on  claim  for  expenses  of  sickness  contracted  in  service  of  the 

United  States ; .       628 


Zantzinger,  Lieutenant  John  P. — Testimonj'  before  the  court-martial  in   the  case  of  Commodore 
David  Porter 
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